
disqualification aftermath

Pakistan in principal 
agrees to attend SCO 
meet, but virtually

Amritpal’s selfie with energy 
drink in hand surfaced

rahul asked to vacate bungalow by 22 april

Pakistan on Monday in prin-
cipal agreed to participate in 
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) national 
security advisers meeting 
on 29 March. However, the 
neighbouring country’s at-
tendance is likely to be vir-
tual.

India, the current presi-
dent of the eight-nation SCO, 
is holding a series of events. 
New Delhi has already ex-
tended invitations to De-
fence Minister Khawaja 
Asif and Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari. The 
defence ministers’ meeting 
is scheduled in April in New 
Delhi while foreign minis-
ters would meet in May in 
Goa, according to the Ex-
press Tribune.

Earlier on Monday, Paki-

stan began in-house consul-
tations to decide whether to 
attend the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) 
meetings of the defence and 
foreign ministers in India. 

Barring one event where 
Pakistan was denied entry 
over a map controversy, Is-
lamabad has attended all 
other events, including the 
chief justices’ conference 
and meeting of energy min-
isters via video link.

However, a three-member 
Pakistan military delega-
tion headed by a Brigadier 
attended the meeting of an 
expert working group un-
der the Council of Defence 
Ministers in person in New 
Delhi on Thursday.

The presence of the Paki-
stani delegation in New 
Delhi had raised the possi-
bility of defence and foreign 

Amritpal Singh, who re-
mains to be on the run, 
has surfaced in a new pic-
ture that is currently go-
ing viral. Amritpal along 
with his aide Papalpreet 
Singh seem to click their 
selfie in a «Happy» pose. 
Notably, the attire that 
in Amritpal is appear-

ing in the picture, is the 
same snatched clothes 
from the Nangal Ambian 
gurudwara when he was 
escaping from the dragnet 
of the Punjab Police on 18 
march. 

Punjab Police also ar-
rested Varinder Singh 
‹Fauji›, he is sent to Dibru-
garh Assam after NSA in-
voked against him. 

The selfie of the Waris 

Punjab De chief with his 
‹mentor› Papalpreet Singh, 
chugging energy drink or 
beer out of a can. Accord-
ing to sources, this photo 
was taken after the two 
fled Punjab. Currently, 
the Punjab Police is trying 
to figure out the location 
where Amritpal took this 
selfie while on the run.

So far, the duo stayed at a 

Disqualified Lok Sabha 
member Rahul Gandhi has 
been asked to vacate the of-
ficial bungalow allotted to 
him by April 22, official 

sources said on Monday.
The notice to Gandhi to 

vacate the 12, Tughlaq Lane 
bungalow was served by 
the Housing Committee of 
the Lok Sabha and follows 
the disqualification notice 
issued last week.

A local court in Gujarat 
had convicted Gandhi in a 
criminal defamation case 
on 23 March and sentenced 
him to two years in jail. The 
two-year jail term triggered 
his automatic disqualifica-
tion as Lok Sabha member.

A senior official said a 
disqualified Lok Sabha 
member has to vacate the 
official bungalow within 
one month of losing his 
membership.

Another official said that 

akal takht 
Jathedar gives 
24-hr ultimatum 
for release of 
arrested sikhs 
AmritsAr: Akal takht 
Jathedar Giani Harpeet 
singh on monday gave 
a 24-hour ultimatum to 
the state government to 
release all sikh youths 
who were held during the 
police crackdown against 
radical preacher Amrit-
pal singh and his aides. 
He also condemned the 
state government for 
invoking the National 
security Act against a 
few persons during the 
police crackdown. the 
Jathedar of Akal takht, 
the highest temporal 
seat of sikhs, had con-
vened a special gather-
ing of sikh organizations, 
including intellectuals, 
sikh lawyers, journal-
ists, religious and social 
leaders here to discuss 
the current situation in 
Punjab . 

school  
shooting in 
u.s: 3 students 
killed
tennessee: At least seven 
students died in a school 
shooting incident on 
monday at a Nashville 
elementary school in the 
Us. According to a report 
published in the Wash-
ington Post, the shooter, 
who is a young female, 
is dead, police said. the 
suspect had entered the 
school building through 
a side door entrance 
and was confronted on 
the second floor of the 
Church and killed by the 
Nashville Police, the met-
ropolitan Nashville Police 
Department tweeted. 
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untimley death 
China’s absence at  
G20 meet in Arunachal 
upsets India 

in bribery case, lokayukta police 
arrest karnataka bJp mlaNot a cakewalk for Rahul to gain confidence of Opposition

Wearing black clothes, Opposition 
protests to ‘save democracy’

cheetah brought from namibia dies 
in kuno national park

China’s absence in a G20 
meeting held in Itanagar, 
Arunachal Pradesh has up-
set India. Sources said that 
New Delhi sees it as another 
action by China amounting 
to disregarding India’s ter-
ritorial sovereignty and in-
tegrity. According to sources, 
China’s decision to skip the 
G20 conclave will further 

isolate it on a global stage. 
“Beijing’s disregard for inter-
national law for expansion-
ism has already annoyed 
the global community too 
much. “There must be some 
statements from the global 
leaders against the Chinese 
act,” said diplomats.

Sources said that the Chi-
nese delegation did not join 
the meeting in the border 
state, which it claims as its 

Though the Congress is trying to cash 
in on Rahul Gandhi’s disqualification 
from the Lok Sabha, it is far from 
yielding the desired result as the op-
position parties seem to be divided on 
a host of issues. While in Maharash-
tra, Uddhav Thackeray has showed 

his displeasure over Rahul Gandhi’s 
statements on Veer Savarkar, the 
mood of JD (U) leader and Chief Min-

ister Nitish Kumar is swinging from 
time to time.

If these two leaders turn towards 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) once 

again, it will not be a smooth sailing 
for the Congress in the upcoming 
general election of 2024. On the other 
hand, the BJP knows very well that 
if the RJD-JDU coalition continues in 
Bihar, it will be tough for the ruling 
dispensation at the Centre to repeat 
the 2019 general election victory with 
the same margin. Similar is the case in 

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Mon-
day hit out at the Centre 
over the Adani issue and 
Rahul Gandhi’s disquali-
fication as Lok Sabha MP 
and said that the opposi-
tion leaders are wearing 

the black attire to show 
that democracy is being 
trampled in the country.

Kharge alleged that the 
Centre used the probe 
agencies to bend those 
who did not bow before 
the government. The Con-
gress leader’s remarks 
came while addressing the 
media after a joint opposi-

tion march from the Par-
liament complex towards 
Vijay Chowk wearing black 
attire as a mark of protest 
against the Centre over the 
Adani Group issue.
“I thank the opposition 
leaders for raising their 
voice against Rahul Gan-
dhi’s disqualification. 

One of the 8 cheetahs trans-
located from Namibia in 
September last year and re-
leased in Kuno national park, 
died on Monday . Sasha, the 
female cheetah, was about 
5-year-old and was bred in 
captivity  after being found 
in a malnourished   state 

near a town in east central 
Namibian town of Gobabis 
in 2017.  
Additional chief secretary 

of Madhya Pradesh forest 
department J.N. Kansotia 
confirmed the loss. After 
almost two months’ of ill-
ness, the female cheetah 
died in the morning. Sasha 
was diagnosed with kidney 
and liver-related infection 

in the last week of January, 
four months after she was 
brought to Kuno.  
As a part of an ambitious 

Cheetah translocation proj-
ect, eight Namibian cheetahs 
were airlifted to Ku on 17 
September last year. On 23 
January, the female cheetahs 
showed signs of fatigue and 
weakness, after which she 
was tranquilised and shifted 

to the quarantine enclosure 
for treatment. “Two days 
after medicines had been 
injected intravenously, the 
cheetah is showing signs of 
improvement,” state chief 
wildlife warden J.S. Chau-
han had said, adding that the 
treatment would continue 
for a few more days. 

Chauhan had said prima 
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Making a point 

Congress Parliamentary Party (CPP) Chairperson 
Sonia Gandhi joins the protest by the Opposition MPs 
wearing black attires demanding a JPC probe into the 

Adani Group issue, in New Delhi on Monday. ANi

India has requested the 
Nepal government not 
to allow fugitive radical 

preacher Amritpal Singh, 
who is believed to be hiding 
in Nepal, to flee to a third 
country and arrest him if he 
attempts to escape using an 
Indian passport or any other 
fake passport, a media report 
said on Monday.

In a letter sent to the De-
partment of Consular Ser-
vices on Saturday, the Indian 
Embassy in Kathmandu has 
requested the government 
agencies to arrest Singh if he 
tries to flee from Nepal, the 
Kathmandu Post newspaper 
reported.

There was no immediate 
confirmation about the letter 
from the Indian mission here.

“Singh is currently hiding 
in Nepal,” the paper said, 
citing a copy of the letter ob-
tained by it.

“The esteemed ministry is 
requested to inform the De-
partment of Immigration not 
to permit Amritpal Singh to 
travel through Nepal for any 
third country and arrest him 
if he attempts to escape from 
Nepal using Indian Passport 
or any other fake passport 
under intimation to this mis-
sion,” it said.

The letter and Singh’s per-
sonal details have been cir-
culated to all the concerned 
agencies from hotels to air-
lines, the paper said, citing 

multiple sources.
Singh, who is said to be 

possessing multiple pass-
ports with different identi-
ties, has been on the run 
since 18 March when the po-
lice launched a crackdown 
against him.

The elusive preacher gave 
the police the slip and es-
caped their dragnet when his 
cavalcade was intercepted in 
Punjab’s Jalandhar district.

Meanwhile, the Home Min-
istry has directed all security 
agencies to be on high alert in 
the Nepal-India border area.

Citing ministry sources, 
My Republica newspaper 
said that the instruction was 
given at the request of Indi-
an security officials and the 
Nepal-India border area has 

been kept on ‘high alert’ for 
two days.

Quoting sources, the re-

port said that police in plain 
clothes have stepped up vigi-
lance in the border area as 

Singh could enter the country 
from Kapilvastu in Western 
Nepal. 

amritpal likely in nepal, india asks 
kathmandu not to allow him to flee 

still fugitive 
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  India requests Nepal govt to arrest fugitive Amritpal if he tries to flee from the country

Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur on Monday lashed 
out at the Congress’ “drama” 
over Rahul Gandhi’s disqual-
ification from Lok Sabha and 
questioned whether leaders 

black clothes 
after committing 
black deeds, 
ridicules bJp

sc issues notice 
on bilkis’s 
plea against  
release of  
11 convicts

analysis

The Supreme Court on 
Monday issued notice to the 
Centre, Gujarat government 
and all the convicts on a plea 
filed by Bilkis Bano challeng-
ing the pre-mature release 
of 11 convicts who had gang-
raped her and murdered her 

BJP MLA Madal Virupakshappa has been 
arrested by the Lokayukta police near 
Kythasandra toll gate in Tumakuru, in a 
bribery case, after his bail application was 
rejected by the Karnataka High Court on 

Monday.
The BJP MLA was arrested while 

he was on his way to Bengaluru from 
Channagiri after attending an event. 
Virupakshappa, who was the first accused 
in the case, was granted interim anticipatory 
bail by a single-member bench of the High 
Court.

16
‘golden 
lionesses’ 
of india

10
nato flays russia 
over nuclear 
weapons deployment 
in belarus

2
16 cong mlas in 
suspended till 
end of guJarat 
budget session
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The Center on Friday decided to establish a committee under 
the finance secretary to improve the New Pension System 
(NPS) in order to address employee concerns while keeping 
fiscal responsibility in light of some non-BJP-ruled states’ 
decision to return to the old pension scheme.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman stated that the new 
strategy for the NPS will be created for adoption by both the 
central and state governments while introducing the Finance 
Bill 2023 for discussion and passage in the Lok Sabha.

“I suggest creating a committee under the supervision of 
the finance secretary to investigate the pensions issue and de-
velop a strategy that addresses the needs of employees while 
maintaining fiscal restraint to safeguard common citizens,” 
she said.

“The approach will be designed for adoption by both the 
central government and state governments.”

The decision came in the backdrop of several non-BJP states 
deciding to revert to the DA-linked old pension scheme (OPS) 
and also employee organisations in some other states raising 
demand for the same.

The state governments of Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh have informed 
the Centre about their decision to revert to the old pension 
scheme and have requested a refund of the corpus accumu-
lated under the NPS.

Maharashtra government employees agitating for the res-
toration of the OPS earlier this week called off a week-long 
strike after a meeting between their representatives and Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde.

Earlier this month, the central government informed Par-
liament that it is not considering any proposal to restore the 
OPS in respect of the central government employees recruited 
after January 1, 2004.

Speaking on the announcement, Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag Thakur said the committee will look 
at various suggestions on the NPS-OPS issue.

This is the right step which will keep in mind the benefit of 
employees as well as fiscal prudence, Thakur added.

Under the OPS, retired government employees received 50 
per cent of their last drawn salary as monthly pensions. The 
amount keeps increasing with the hike in the DA rates. OPS 
is not fiscally sustainable as it is not contributory and the bur-
den on the exchequer keeps on mounting.

For causing a scene and 
staging protests in the 
House over Rahul 

Gandhi’s disqualification as 
an MP, up to 16 of 17 Con-
gress MLAs in Gujarat were 
suspended from the Gujarat 
Assembly on Monday for 
the rest of the Budget ses-
sion until March 29. Imran 
Khedawala, Geniben Thakor, 
and Amrtutji Thakor, three 
MLAs from the major oppo-
sition party, were removed 
from the House by marshals 
while they were sitting in the 
well of the chamber and re-
fused to return to their seats 
despite repeated requests 
from Speaker Shankar 
Chaudhary.

On Monday, all 16 of Con-
gress’ MLAs aside from An-
ant Patel were present in the 
House.

Amit Chavda, the leader 
of the Congress Legislative 
Party, demanded a discussion 
on Rahul Gandhi’s expulsion 

from the Lok Sabha as soon 
as the question period started. 
He claimed that Gandhi had 
been “silenced by the BJP gov-
ernment” for raising prob-
lems that affected people.

Gandhi was disqualified as 
an MP after a court in Surat 
convicted him on March 23 in 
a 2019 criminal defamation 
case over his “Modi surname” 
remark and sentenced him to 
jail for two years.

On Monday, all MLAs of 
Congress entered the Guja-
rat Assembly wearing black 
clothes as a mark of protest 
against Gandhi’s disqualifi-

cation.
Speaker Shankar Chaud-

hary asked Chavda to sit 
down, saying no discussion 
is allowed during question 
hour and asked him to raise 
the issue later.

At this point, other MLAs 
of Congress rushed near 
the well and started raising 
slogans saying “Modi-Adani 
Bhai Bhai”. They also showed 
placards and photos linking 
PM Narendra Modi and Gau-
tam Adani.

When all the 16 MLAs re-
fused to stop sloganeering 
and trooped into the well, 

Chaudhary warned the Op-
position against wasting 
“people’s time”.

As the MLAs stayed put, the 
Speaker suspended them for 
a day and asked marshals to 
evict those lawmakers who 
refused to go out and con-
tinued to sit in the well area.

After the end of the question 
hour, state Legislative and 
Parliamentary Affairs minis-
ter Rushikesh Patel slammed 
Congress for the chaos and 
moved a motion to suspend 
all of them till the end of the 
ongoing Budget session on 
March 29.

“Despite knowing that the 
subject they were raising 
was not of Gujarat, these 
Congress members created 
chaos and raised slogans 
as a pre-planned strategy. 
They misled the people of 
Gujarat through this. Thus, 
we request you to suspend 
them till the end of the ses-
sion,” said Patel.

Ministers Balwantsinh 
Rajput and Raghavji Patel 
also supported Patel’s pro-

posal for a harsher punish-
ment. The motion moved 
by Patel was unanimously 
passed after Aam Aadmi 
Party MLAs did not raise 
any objection.

In the Bihar assembly furi-
ous protests  from members 
of the ruling ‘Mahagath-
bandhan’ of which his party 
is also a part this protests 
erupted after Rahul Gan-
dhi’s disqualification from 
Lok Sabha on Monday.   

‘Mahagathbandhan’ 
(grand alliance) members 
had made their intentions 
clear when they reached the 
assembly with black bands 
wrapped around their arms 
and heads and their hands 
clutching posters with im-
ages of Gandhi and captions 
screaming “democracy and 
Constitution in danger”.

Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar’s JD(U), which had 
raised many eyebrows last 
week by staying away from 
a demonstration against 
Gandhi’s conviction, was 
also participating this time.

RAHUL DISQUALIFICATION 

16 CONg MLAs IN SUSpeNDeD TILL 
eND OF gUjARAT bUDgeT SeSSION
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On Monday, all MLAs of Congress entered the Gujarat Assembly 
wearing black clothes as a mark of protest against Gandhi's 
disqualification.

The Allahabad High Court’s 
decision to take into account 
hiring a member of the Ha-
thras victim’s family and 
relocating the family from 
Hathras was challenged by 
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment in a petition that was 
dismissed by the Supreme 
Court on Monday.

Justices PS Narasimha, JB 
Pardiwala, and Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud’s 
bench expressed astonish-
ment that the Uttar Pradesh 
government had filed an ap-
peal in response to the High 
Court’s decision. “The house-
hold is given access to these 
facilities. We shouldn’t get 
involved. CJI Chandrachud 
told the State government’s 
attorney that the state should 
not be mentioned in these 
cases.

 “Whether the elder married 
brother could be regarded as 
a dependent of the victim was 

a question of law to be consid-
ered,” the state government 
told the top court.

The counsel appearing for 
the State told the apex court 
that it is ready to relocate the 
family but the family wants 
to be shifted to Noida, Ghazi-
abad or Delhi. 

The appeal was filed against 
the directions passed by the 
High Court on July 26, 2022, 
in which the court had taken 
note of the socio-economic 
backwardness of the family 
and the rights granted by the 
SC/ST (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act and directed the Ut-
tar Pradesh government to 
consider giving employment 
to one of the family members 
of the victim.

It had also given directions 
to relocate the family else-
where within the State.

A 19-year-old succumbed 
to her injuries at Delhi’s 
Safdarjung Hospital on 29 
September, 2020 after being 
assaulted and allegedly gang-
raped in Uttar Pradesh.

Apex COURT DIReCTION 

SC RejeCTS Up gOvT’S 
pLeA TO pROvIDe jOb TO 
HATHRAS vICTIM'S kIN  

 New pANeL 

Union finance 
secretary to head 
committee on 
pension scheme 

IN kARNATAkA HC 

gOvT MUST DeCIDe ON pROSeCUTION AgAINST 
bAbUS wITHIN SIx MONTHS, DIReCTS COURT 
The High Court of Karna-
taka has quashed the cogni-
zance taken by a Magistrate 
court in 24 criminal cases 
against a former executive 
officer of a Panchayat as 
there was no sanction ob-
tained for prosecution from 
the competent authority in 
any of the cases.

The Court further ordered 
the authorities to make a 
decision regarding the im-
position of sanctions for 
criminal prosecution of gov-
ernment officials within six 
months of the submission of 

such petitions.
«In the wake of such liti-

gation being generated on 
the indecision of respective 
Competent Authorities, ei-
ther on the ignorance of the 
Investigating Agency in not 
requesting for sanction or 
the indecision of the respec-
tive Competent Authorities 
in not passing necessary 
orders, I deem it appropri-
ate to observe that the con-
cerned Competent Author-
ity shall henceforth decide 
on the requisition sent by 
the Investigating agency, 
with an outer limit of six 
months, if not early.

M S Faneesha was the 

executive officer of Araka-
lagudu Taluk Panchayat in 
Hassan district. He is cur-
rently working as a senior 
lecturer in Tavaradevara-
koppalu. When he was the 
panchayat officer in 2009-
10 MGNREGA works were 
implemented in Arakalagu-
du. It was alleged that Fa-
neesha had executed works 
without clearances from 
respective departments and 
caused loss to the Govern-
ment. 

After five years of investi-
gation, charge sheets were 
filed against him in the 24 
cases in 2016.

A departmental inquiry 

was also initiated simulta-
neously and the inquiry of-
ficer held in 2020 that the 
charges against him were 
not proved and no loss was 
caused to the State exche-
quer.

Based on that, Faneesha 
approached the HC against 
the criminal cases in 2022.

Justice M Nagaprasanna 
heard the batch of 24 crimi-
nal petitions and gave his 
judgment recently.

The Court found that the 
sanction for prosecuting 
a public servant from the 
competent authority was 
not obtained in any of the 24 
cases filed against Faneesha.

The HC said that, “The 
State or the Competent Au-
thority cannot sit over the 
files for sanction for months 
together and ‘contend not 
taking any decision is also a 
decision’.”

The Court said that instead 
of the “Government putting 
up vehement opposition 
before this Court through 
its counsel, it would be im-
perative for the Competent 
Authority to pass orders 
on the requisitions for such 
sanction either granting or 
refusing and the necessary 
Investigating Agencies send 
such requisitions whenever 
necessary.”

AFTeR THRee DeCADeS

Kashmir’s nightlife resumes as  
Pak-sponsored terrorism wanes
For three long decades there was no 
nightlife in Kashmir as the shops, 
restaurants and other establish-
ments used to close early due to the 
fear of Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ists and the separatists.

As a result of terrorists and Paki-
stani stooges who were active in the 
Valley being trapped and losing 
their ability to maintain a paral-
lel system, Kashmir has seen a re-
vival of nightlife over the past three 
years. The restoration of Kashmir’s 
original splendour was made possi-
ble by the repeal of Article 370 on 5 
August, 2019. The bold move made 

by the government of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi fully integrated 
the region with the Union of India 
and put an end to the dominance of 
the anti-peace elements.

As of right now, the old city of Sri-
nagar’s volatile regions are bustling 
with activity until late at night. In 
floodlit grounds, kids play football 
and cricket until the early hours of 
the morning. The threat and dread 
that the sunset used to bring are no 
longer present.

Security forces and the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police have rendered 
all terrorists bearing weapons 
and grenades invisible. Crossfires 
and grenade assaults are no lon-
ger occurring. There are neither 

shutdowns nor instances of stone-
throwing.

Normalcy returning to Kashmir 
has led to a common man heaving 
a sigh of relief. He is performing 
his daily chores in a peaceful 
environment. The revival of 
nightlife has led to the business 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  r e m a i n i n g 
open till late hours which has 
enhanced the sales and profit 
margins of the business people. 
The J-K Tourism Department during 
the past three years has worked 
hard to make sure that tourists 
don’t have to shut themselves in the 
hotels after 8 pm. The shikaras and 
the houseboats in Dal lake have been 
illuminated and many tourists are 

seen taking their dream ride in Dal 
Lake during the night hours. All the 
lights installed on the shikaras are 
solar power-based and eco-friendly. 
Th e  m ov i n g  sh i k a r a s  w it h 
their illuminated lights shine 
like jewels in the Dal Lake. The 
move has increased the working 
hours of shikara owners, which 
means more business for them. 
Activities like heritage tours, craft 
exhibitions, night skiing, have added 
a new dimension to the nightlife in 
Kashmir. The Hotels, restaurants 
and street food joints which used 
to pull down the shutters at dusk 
remain open till midnight with 
people thronging these places in 
hordes.
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beNgAL CM 
weLCOMeS 
pReSIDeNT MURMU
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee has rolled out the 
red carpet for  President 
Draupadi Murmu, who is 
visiting Kolkata for the first 
time after being sworn in 
as the 14th President of 
the Republic. The presi-
dent expressed a desire to 
meet some members of 
the tribal community while 
she is in Rajbhavan. The 
chief minister organised a 
group of the Lodha’ com-
munity of Jhargram and 
West Midnapore to meet 
the president. A special 
care has been taken by the 
state administration to ar-
range a group of primitive 
tribes like Lodha, Toto, and 
Beerhod from different 
tribally dominant districts. 
During the presidential 
election poll, TMC sup-
ported opposition candi-
date Yaswant Sinha. But 
at the last moment, when 
the name of Draupadi 
Murmu was announced as 
NDA candidate, Mamata 
Banerjee was in two minds 
about supporting Sinha. 
West Bengal has a sizable 
number of tribal communi-
ties that voted for the BJP 
in the last Lok Sabha poll. 

TMC SUppORTS 
CONgReSS 
FOR SAvINg 
DeMOCRACy
It is true that for the first 
time, TMC joined an op-
position meeting called 
by Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge in 
his parliament chamber. 
From day one of the budget 
session, TMC preferred not 
to attend the meeting with 
Congress. After the expul-
sion of Rahul Gandhi, they 
have changed their minds. 
TMC decided to send a 
representative to the oppo-
sition meeting. No senior 
leader of the party at-
tended the meeting. It was 
almost back bench. Prasun 
Banerjee of LokSabha and 
Jawahar Sarkar of RajyaS-
abha were present at the 
meeting. They were asked 
not to give any suggestions 
but to only listen. Later, the 
whole opposition staged 
a protest march in the 
Parliament House wearing 
black dresses. 

FOReST 
DepARTMeNT 
wAITINg FOR 
CLeARANCe TO 
ReLeASe ‘CRANe’
‘The story began a year 
ago, when Muhammad 
Arif found an injured crane 
near his house. With 
utmost care, he cured the 
crane. Generally, cranes 
do not live without groups. 
After some months, Arif 
allowed the crane to fly 
away. It did. But in the 
evening, Crane came back 
to Arif’s house again. It 
had been going for a few 
months. Whenever Arif 
goes, the crane follows 
him. Ultimately, Crane 
became a family member. 
It was almost a love story 
between ‘animal and hu-
man beings, as one film 
got the Oscar on such a 
theme. But news spread 
when Arif posted it on 
social media, and it went 
viral. 

 

IN THe COURTS
SC TO hEaR 1991 laW ON 
REliGiOuS plaCES
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court will hear on 
April 5 a batch of PILs challenging the validity 
of certain provisions of a 1991 law that prohib-
its filing of a lawsuit to reclaim a place of wor-
ship or seek a change in its character from 
what prevailed on August 15, 1947. A bench 
comprising Chief Justice DY Chandrachud 
and justices PS Narasimha and J B Pardiwala 
on Monday took note of submissions of lawyer 
Ashwini Upadhyay, one of the PIL petitioners, 
that the matters, which are listed for hearing 
on April 5 in the cause list, be not deleted 
from the list of business on that day.”It will not 
be deleted on that day,” the bench said.

SC ExTENDS STay ON KEjRiWal’S 
pROSECuTiON 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Monday extended 
its interim stay on the proceedings against Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal in a case registered against 
him for allegedly making objectionable remarks 
against the BJP and the Congress in Uttar Pradesh 
during the 2014 parliamentary election campaign. Ke-
jriwal has moved the apex court against an order of the 
Lucknow bench of the Allahabad High Court which had 
last month declined to discharge him in the criminal 
case pending before a trial court at Sultanpur. In the 
FIR, Kejriwal has been accused of an offence under 
section 125 of the Representation of the People (RP) 
Act, 1951, which pertains to promoting enmity between 
classes in connection with elections.

NaWazuDDiN SiDDiqui FilES  
Rs 100 CR DEFamaTiON SuiT
NEW DELHI : Bollywood actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui 
has filed a civil defamation suit before the Bom-
bay High Court against his brother and estranged 
wife seeking Rs 100 crores damages. The plea was 
mentioned last week before single-judge Justice RI 
Chagla who is likely to hear it on March 30.  In the suit 
filed through advocate Sunil Kumar, the actor claimed 
that his brother Shamsuddin Siddiqui and estranged 
wife Anjana Pandey alias Zainab Siddiqui made certain 
misleading claims about him. Nawazuddin, therefore, 
submitted that an order of injunction should be issued 
against his brother and wife to permanently restrain 
them from making defamatory statements against him 
to media or on any other platform. 

aCCuSED aaFTab pOONaWala 
ChaNGES laWyER aGaiN
NEW DELHI: Aaftab Ameen Poonawala, accused in 
the Shraddha Walkar murder case, has changed his 
lawyer again. Aaftab Poonawala has now appointed 
Akshay Bhandari as his lawyer in place of the public 
prosecutor who was appointed to him. This is the sec-
ond time Aaftab has changed his advocate. Poonawala 
is accused of strangling his live-in partner Shraddha 
Walkar and chopping her body into pieces. Additional 
Sessions Judge Manisha Khurana Kakkar noted 
that Poonawala had engaged a new private advocate 
in place of the legal aid counsel and that the new 
advocate sought time to respond to the prosecution’s 
arguments on charges. The matter has been posted on 
March 31 for further proceedings. 

on the radar

Gautam lahiri



Govt to set up 
Centre to dispose 
Companies
MANESAR: The govern-
ment will set up a Centre 
for Processing Accel-
erated Corporate Exit 
(C-PACE) to process and 
dispose of applications 
for removal of company 
names from the records 
under the companies’ 
law.In a written reply to 
LokSabha on Monday, 
Minister of State for 
Corporate Affairs Rao 
Inderjit Singh said the 
centre will be established 
at Manesar in Haryana. 
C-PACE will process and 
dispose of applications for 
removal of names from 
the Register of Compa-
nies filed by companies, 
including private limited 
companies, under Section 
248 of the companies’ law.

over 1.55 lakh 
posts vaCant in 
three forCes, 
says Govt
NEW DELHI: The three 
armed forces are facing a 
deficiency of around 1.55 
lakh personnel with the 
Army accounting for the 
maximum 1.36 Lakh va-
cancies, the RajyaSabha 
was informed on Monday.
In a written reply, Minister 
of State for Defence Ajay 
Bhatt said the shortage of 
armed forces personnel 
and mitigating measures 
are reviewed regularly 
and numerous measures 
have been initiated to 
fill the vacancies and 
encourage youth to join 
the Services.There are 
509 vacant posts in the 
Military Nursing Service 
(MNS), and 1,27,673 posts 
of JCOs and other ranks 
are vacant as well. There 
are also 252 vacant posts 
in group A among the 
civilians employed by the 
forces, 2,549 vacancies 
are there in Group B, and 
35,368 in Group C, the 
minister said.In the Navy, 
there is a deficiency of 
12,428 personnel. There 
is a shortage of 1,653 
officers, 29 medical and 
dental officers, and 10,746 
sailors, the minister said 
in his reply.

 minimise 5G 
interferenCe 
in airCraft 
operations: moCa
NEW DELHI: Telecom 
service providers have 
been advised to take vari-
ous measures, including 
establishing safety and 
buffer zones, while plac-
ing 5G towers in the vicin-
ity of airports to minimise 
interference of 5G servic-
es in aircraft operations, 
the government said on 
Monday.Minister of State 
for Civil Aviation V K Singh 
told the RajyaSabha that 
DGCA has not conducted 
any study on the potential 
effect of 5G signals on 
safe civil aircraft opera-
tions. Based on the techn 
cal inputs received from 
the Original Equipment 
Manufacturers (OEMs), 
he said that while there 
is a guard band available 
in the frequency band 
allocated to 5G transmis-
sions for International 
Mobile Telecommunica-
tions (IMT) in India, there 
may be a possibility of 
interference with aircraft 
radio altimeters which 
may affect safe aircraft 
operations.
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important bill passed 

RajyaSabha on Mon-
day returned the 
Finance Bill-2023 

with an amendment to 
LokSabha before being ad-
journed for the day amid 
Opposition uproar over 
the Adani issue. The Up-
per House of Parliament 
returned the Finance Bill 
as well as the Jammu and 
Kashmir Budget 2023-24 
and appropriation bills to 
LokSabha without any dis-
cussion. Soon after RajyaS-
abha reassembled, having 
been adjourned in the pre-
lunch session, Chairman 
JagdeepDhankhar began 
the process of returning the 
bills amid din. The House 
first returned the Jammu 
and Kashmir Budget and 
later the appropriation bills 
and the Finance Bill-2023.

While moving the Fi-
nance Bill for discussion, 
Finance Minister Nirma-
laSitharaman moved an 
amendment to correct the 
rates of Securities Transac-
tion Tax in the bill that was 

passed by LokSabha last 
week.

Though Dhankhar invit-
ed members for discussion, 
opposition MPs continued 
to disrupt the House, de-
manding a discussion on 
the Adani issue and a joint 

parliamentary committee 
probe into the matter. Lat-
er, the bills were approved 
to be returned to LokSabha 
by voice vote without dis-
cussion.

The LokSabha, too had 
approved these bills last 

week without discus-
sion amid continuous 
disruption of the House. 
Dhankhar lamented that 
members did not avail the 
10 hours that had been 
allocated for discussion 
on the bills. He then ad-

journed RajyaSabha for 
the day.

MPs of the Congress and 
other opposition parties 
began shouting slogans 
even before Chairman 
Dhankhar took his seat. 
Sensing the mood, he ad-
journed the proceedings 
till 2 pm. "Modi-Adanibhai, 
bhai," members of opposi-
tion parties shouted.

Parliament on Monday 
approved the Union Bud-
get for 2023-24 with the 
LokSabha clearing the Fi-
nance Bill as amended by 
the RajyaSabha, amid con-
tinuous uproar by the Op-
position over the Adani is-
sue. The amendment to the 
Finance Bill 2023, which 
sought to correct an error 
with regard to the tax rate 
on Securities Transaction 
Tax (STT), was moved by 
Finance Minister Nirmala-
Sitharaman. The passage of 
the Finance Bill completes 
the budgetary exercise for 
2023-24. Rama Devi, who 
was in the Chair, adjourned 
the House for the day after 
the passage of the Finance 
Bill.

amid uproar, parliament 
approves finanCe bill
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

loGJam Continues

planned ConstruCtion 

breaCh of privileGe

budGet proposals

Within minutes of the com-
mencement of proceedings 
of both Houses, Rajya Sabha 
was adjourned till 2 pm and 
Lok Sabha till 4 pm on Mon-
day, amid Opposition MPs’ 
protest in the second phase 
of the Budget Session. They 
were sloganeering over the 
Adani Group issue and Ra-
hul Gandhi’s disqualifica-
tion. Earlier today, the op-
position MPs held a meeting 
at the chamber of LoP Rajya 
Sabha and Congress chief 
Mallikarjun Kharge in the 
Parliament building on 
Monday to formulate the 
strategy for the day.

The opposition parties 
which participated in the 
meeting include DMK, 
Samajwadi Party, JD(U), 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi, 
CPI(M), RJD, Nationalist 
Congress Party, CPI, IUML, 
MDMK, Kerala Congress, 
TMC, RSP, AAP, J-K NC 
and Shiv Sena (Uddhav fac-
tion). Trinamool Congress 
MPs also participated in the 

meeting, which came as a 
huge development following 
Rahul Gandhi’s suspension 
as MP from Lok Sabha.

TMC chief and West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee, who has been a 
critic of the BJP, supported 
Rahul Gandhi. “In PM 
Modi’s New India, Opposi-
tion leaders have become 
the prime target of the BJP! 
While BJP leaders with 
criminal antecedents are 
inducted into the cabinet, 
opposition leaders are dis-
qualified for their speeches. 
Today, we have witnessed 
a new low for our constitu-
tional democracy,” the TMC 
Supremo had earlier said.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge welcomed 
the TMC’s move to partici-
pate in the meeting, stating 
that anyone who comes for-
ward to “protect democracy” 
is welcome. 

Meanwhile, the opposi-
tion MPs were seen don-
ning black clothes in protest 
against the Centre over the 
Adani issue and Rahul Gan-
dhi’s disqualification.

Both Houses 
adjourned amid 
Opposition protest

TDG NETWORK 
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raJya sabha passes and 
returns J&k appropriation 
bill, finanCe bill

The Rajya Sabha on Mon-
day passed and returned 
‘The Jammu and Kashmir 
Appropriation (No 2) Bill, 
2023’ and ‘The Appropria-
tion Bill, 2023’ or Finance 
Bill 2023 amid the din 
without any discussion.

These bills were passed 
amid a ruckus created by 
the Opposition parties 
seeking a Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee probe into 
the Adani-Hindenburg is-
sue. Both bills were passed 
by the Lok Sabha last week 
amid similar pandemo-
nium created by the Oppo-

sition parties on the same 
issue.

Minutes after Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman moved the ‘The 
Jammu and Kashmir Ap-
propriation (No 2) Bill, 
2023’ and ‘The Appropria-
tion Bill, 2023’ in the Rajya 
Sabha, they were consid-
ered and returned amid 
ruckus and sloganeering 
by Opposition parliamen-
tarians.

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Appropriation (No. 2) Bill, 
2023 aims to authorise 
payment and appropria-
tion of certain sums from 
and out of the Consoli-
dated Fund of the Union 

territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir for the services of 
the financial year 2023-24.

The Appropriation (No. 
2) Bill, 2023 seeks authori-
sation of payment and ap-
propriation of certain fur-
ther sums from and out of 
the Consolidated Fund of 
India for the services of the 
financial year 2022-23. The 
Bill was also been passed 
by the Lok Sabha last week 
without discussion.

Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman had tabled 
64 official amendments to 
the Finance Bill which was 
tabled in Parliament on 1 
February along with the 
Budget proposals.

The Privileges Committee 
of Lok Sabha, which is ex-
amining the breach of privi-
lege notice against Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi, will 
be seeking further opinion 
on the matter, sources said. 
The panel, chaired by BJP 
MP Sunil Singh, includes 
several opposition mem-
bers including K Suresh 
of Congress, TR Baalu of 
DMK and TMC’s Kalyan 
Banerjee “The commit-
tee will study in detail any 
past cases and precedents. 
We will also seek any le-
gal opinion, if need be,” a 
source stated.

During the panel’s last 
meeting, BJP MP Nishikant 
Dubey was deposed before 
it and demanded that Ra-
hul Gandhi’s membership 
of the House should be ter-
minated for “making ob-
jectionable remarks” about 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. 

Dubey had told the panel 
that the debate was on the 
motion of thanks to Presi-
dent’s address, but Rahul 
Gandhi’s speech was largely 
about Gautam Adani and 
that the Congress leader 
had mentioned the indus-
trialist at least 75 times. The 
BJP MP had said that three 
types of breach of privilege 

apply to Rahul Gandhi.
He cited Rule 352 (2) 

which states that a mem-
ber can comment on a fel-
low parliamentarian only 
with prior notice. Dubey, 

according to sources, said 
this was breached by Rahul 
Gandhi by commenting on 
PM Modi. Dubey also cited 
Subramanian Swamy’s ex-
pulsion from Rajya Sabha 
in 1976. Referring to Gan-
dhi’s speech, he said casting 
aspersions on the conduct 
of the PM is undermining 
democracy.

Dubey had written to the 
Lok Sabha Speaker alleging 
breach of privilege by Rahul 
Gandhi on February 8. The 
complaint came a day after 
Gandhi’s speech in Lok Sab-
ha where he made certain al-
legations about Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
alleged his association with 

Gautam Adani. A similar 
complaint was made to the 
Speaker by Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Pralhad 
Joshi.

In his letter, Dubey had 
said Rahul Gandhi’s re-
marks were “misleading, 
derogatory, indecent, unpar-
liamentary, undignified and 
incriminatory” to the dig-
nity of the House and Prime 
Minister who is a member. 

Dubey alleged that the 
Congress leader had made a 
statement which amounted 
to misleading the House in 
the absence of any docu-
mentary evidence besides 
being a reflection upon the 
Prime Minister.

ls privileGes Committee to study preCedents aGainst rahul

 BJP MP Sunil Singh

Proceedings of Rajya Sabha gets adjourned on Monday.

Nirmala Sitharaman speaks in Rajya Sabha on Monday.

 Proceedings of Rajya Sabha underway in New Delhi on Monday.

Land area measuring 20 
hectares fall in Site-A of 
the Taj Heritage Corridor 
and has been given to the 
Archaeological Survey of 
India for the development 
of a garden, the Parliament 
was informed on Monday.

Union Culture Minister 
G Kishan Reddy shared 
the data in a written re-
sponse to a query in the 
Lok Sabha. On a query 
on the present status of 
greenery in Site-A of the 
Taj Heritage Corridor op-
posite the Agra Fort in 
Agra, he said, “The land 
area measuring 20 hect-
are falls in Site-A of the Taj 
Heritage Corridor is given 
to the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI) for de-
velopment of garden”.

In Phase I, 10 hectares 
have been identified, of 
which approximately 60 
per cent area has already 
been developed into a 
garden in a planned man-
ner and the same is being 
maintained in good condi-
tion, Reddy said in his re-
sponse.

In 2017-18, Rs 0.25 crore 
(for fencing) was spent, Rs 
0.79 crore in 2019-20 and 

Rs 0.28 crore in 2021-22. 
The Taj Heritage Corridor 
is not in the list of identi-
fied locations for organis-
ing cultural events, Reddy 
said, and shared a list of 
guidelines relating to the 
usage of specific areas of 
protected monuments or 
sites for cultural events.

On another query on 
whether the government 
proposed to bring in leg-
islation to provide more 
teeth to the ASI to protect 
ancient monuments from 
encroachment,  Reddy 
said, “The government 
has taken a decision to 
examine the legal issues 
related to construction-
related activities around 
c e n t r a l l y  p r o t e c t e d 
monuments and sites.” 
 
On a separate query on 
if the government had 
prepared a blueprint for 
reviving the ASI’s Under-
water Archaeology Wing 
of the ASI, the minister 
said, “The ASI has an 
Underwater Archaeology 
Wing since 2001. Recently, 
an assistant archaeologist 
has been posted in ASI 
headquarters specifically 
to handle matter related to 
underwater archaeology.”

20 hectares land of 
Taj Heritage Corridor 
under ASI: Govt to LS 

Minister of State for Cor-
porate Affairs Rao Inderjit 
Singh on Monday said the 
Hindenburg report is with 
regard to the listed compa-
nies of Adani group which 
fall under the purview of 
SEBI and that the Supreme 
Court has seized the matter.

His response in the Lok Sa-
bah through a written reply 
was to a query on whether 
the corporate affairs minis-
try had conducted any re-
view on the financial state-
ments and other regulatory 
submissions of Adani group 
of companies after the Hin-
denburg report. “The Hin-
denburg report is with re-
gard to the listed companies 
of Adani group which fall 
under the purview of SEBI,” 
the minister said.

According to Singh, the 
Supreme Court has seized 
on the matter and has passed 
an order constituting an ex-
pert committee to look into 
the matter. He noted that 
the court has also directed 
all the agencies of the Union 
government, including agen-
cies connected with financial 
regulation, fiscal agencies 
and law enforcement agen-

cies, to cooperate with the 
committee.

“The committee has been 
ordered to furnish its report 
before the Hon’ble court 
within two months. Hence, 
the matter is sub-judicial 
before the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court,” the minister said in 
response to queries from 
Congress member Adoor 
Prakash. In a separate writ-
ten reply, Singh said matters 
related to registration of 
companies in foreign coun-
tries do not fall within the 
domain of corporate affairs 
ministry.

He was replying to a ques-
tion by Congress member 
Manish Tewari on whether 
the government is aware of 
reports stating that the Ada-
ni group has 126 companies 
registered at a single address 
in London, United Kingdom. 
The member also asked 
whether the government is 
aware that 56 of these com-
panies are active subsidiaries 
of a parent company called 
Adani Energy Holdings and 
whether the government 
is aware that the aforesaid 
companies have a sole direc-
tor named Sanjay Newatia 
whose name figures in the 
Pandora Papers .

Adani group under 
purview of SEBI: 
Union minister

fisCal enforCement

MoS Corporate Affairs Rao Inderjit Singh.
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NEW CONNECTIVITY 

IN HIMACHAL

Air India on Monday 
launched a direct flight 
from Amritsar to Gatwick 
in the UK, with Civil Avia-
tion Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia saying the new in-
ternational connectivity will 
work as a catalyst for the de-
velopment of the region.

“Equipped with 18 busi-

ness class seats featuring ful-
ly-flat beds and 238 economy 
class seats, the Boeing 787-8 
Dreamliner will be operating 
three flights a week on Mon-
day, Thursday, and Saturday 
from Amritsar,” the airline 
said in a release.

Air India will operate 9 
other weekly flights sched-
uled from Ahmedabad, Goa, 
and Kochi -- making it a total 
of 12 weekly flights to Gat-

wick. 
“In total, the airline now 

operates 49 flights in the 
UK per week -- 43 flights 
to London (Heathrow and 
Gatwick) and six flights to 
Birmingham. Air India also 
operates 31 weekly flights 
to Heathrow, London, from 
Delhi and Mumbai,” the re-
lease said. Gatwick airport 
is the second largest airport 
in the UK.

The Air India flight from 
Amritsar to Gatwick was 
inaugurated by Scindia.

He said the new interna-
tional connectivity will work 
as a catalyst for the develop-
ment of the region and added 
that lakhs of people from 
Punjab live in the UK and 
the new service will connect 
families living in two differ-
ent countries, according to 
an official release. 

The Hamirpur district ad-
ministration on Monday is-
sued an advisory for people 
to wear face masks and ob-
serve physical distancing 
norms amid an increase in 
Covid-19 cases in Himachal 
Pradesh. 

Acting Deputy Commis-
sioner Jitendra Sanjta urged 
residents of the district to 
take precautions, including 
getting the precaution dose 
of the Covid-19 vaccine. In 
his advisory, he also asked 

people to get themselves 
tested for Covid if they show 
symptoms. 

Monitoring of H3N2 influ-

enza cases is necessary along 
with Covid-19, he said, and 
advised people to go for med-
ical consultation if they show 

symptoms. In the advisory, 
people have been advised to 
wear face masks in crowded 
places and at all health care 
institutions. They have also 
been advised to follow physi-
cal distancing norms. 

Active Covid-19 cases in Hi-
machal Pradesh have risen 
from 133 to 415 in the past 
two weeks. As on Sunday, 
Shimla district had the high-
est number of active cases at 
98, followed by Mandi at 95, 
Kangra at 64, Solan at 61 and 
Hamirpur at 32, Health de-
partment officials said.

AIR INDIA STARTS AMRITSAR-GATWICK DIRECT FLIGHT

Hamirpur administration urges people to 
wear face masks amid spurt in Covid cases 

MEDICAL CARE

Ayurveda is the oldest medi-
cal system across the world 
and has helped in the treat-
ment of myriad incurable 
diseases, said Haryana 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar while inaugurat-
ing the Ayurveda festival at 
Shri Dhanwantry Ayurvedic 
College and Hospital here on 
Monday. He further said that 
early treatment is possible 
in the allopathy but it comes 
with many side effects. 

Stressing on the impor-
tance of right to education 
and health, he said that 
his government has made 
serious efforts to expand 
both the facilities to all. The 
Chief Minister said that 
CHIRAYU Haryana Yojana 
has been implemented to 
provide medical care to all 
people of the state. “It is the 
endeavour of the state gov-

ernment to ensure health 
check-up of all the people of 
the state and keeping this in 
mind, Nirogi Haryana Yo-
jana has been launched. In 
the first phase, free medi-
cal check-up of Antyodaya 
families will be done. The 
state government has been 
constantly working for the 
promotion of Ayurveda and 
in this context, Shri Krishna 
AYUSH University is being 

built on 100 acres of land 
in Kurukshetra”, Khattar 
added.

Later, Vaidya Naresh Mit-
tal, general secretary, Shri 
Dhanwantry Ayurvedic 
College and Hospital, talked 
about the achievements of 
the college. He said that in 
1976, Shri Dhanwantry Ed-
ucation Society was formed 
and in the same year, Shri 
Dhanwantry Ayurvedic 

College and Hospital was es-
tablished. He further added 
that it is the only Ayurvedic 
institute in Chandigarh and 
is affiliated to Shri Krishna 
AYUSH University, Kuruk-
shetra. It is a 125-bed hospi-
tal. Besides, the college has 
100 undergraduate and 24 
postgraduate seats. He fur-
ther said that it will soon 
start a Ph. D programme. 

On the occasion, chair-
man, All India Ayurveda 
Mahasammelan Trust, 
Vaidya Devendra Triguna, 
Mayor, Municipal Corpora-
tion Panchkula and chair-
man, Shri Dhanwantry 
Education Society, Chan-
digarh, Kulbhushan Goyal, 
Mayor, Municipal Corpo-
ration Chandigarh, Anup 
Gupta, chairman, National 
Commission for Indian Sys-
tem of Medicine, Rakesh 
Sharma and others were 
present.

Shri Krishna AYUSH Univ to be built on 100 
acres of land in Kurukshetra: CM Khattar
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IN HARYANA

Under Operation Akra-
man-V, a special drive to 
clean-up the crime and 
criminal elements across 
the state, Haryana Police 
has successfully conduct-
ed a series of coordinated 
raids and arrested 1334 
accused while lodging 565 
FIRs under various sec-
tions of IPC, NDPS, Arms 
and Excise Act. Disclos-
ing this here on Monday, 
Director General of Po-
lice (DGP), PK Agrawal 
informed that the Police 
Department had been col-
lecting pinpointed intel-
ligence on criminal activi-
ties in the State including 
trafficking of illegal arms, 
narcotic substances and 
illicit liquor.

 1443 teams comprising 
7620 Police personnel un-
der the command of SsP/
DCsP conducted coordi-

nated raids starting early 
morning on 26th March 
throughout the day till  
evening. 

The element of surprise 
and simultaneous target-
ing of criminals at mul-
tiple locations led to very 
encouraging results. A 
total of 80 illegal firearms 
and 40 cartridges were 
seized. Similarly, 52.704 
kg ganja, 29.8 gram hero-
in, over 35 kg poppy husk, 
595 gram opium, 19.76 
gram smack, 14 gram sul-
pha, 2.488 kg charas, 1222 
prohibited tablets and 62 
capsules were also recov-
ered.

During these raids, the 
raiding teams have also 
managed to nab 5 most 
wanted/other offenders 
carrying cash rewards. 
Police has also arrested 
218 proclaimed offend-
ers and 39 bail jumpers. 
Among the arrested POs 

and Bail Jumpers, many 
of them were reported to 
be evading their arrest for 
a long time. In addition, 16 
other accused involved in 
heinous crimes were also 
nabbed during the special 
drive.

Cracking down on boot-
leggers, the teams confis-
cated 271 bottles of Indian 
Made Foreign Liquor, 
4288 bottles of country-
made liquor, 685 bottles 
of beer, 977 bottles of licit 
liquor, 238 bottles of il-
licit liquor and 1366 litres 
of lahan. Police has also 
recovered cash over Rs 
2,30,870 from the accused 
arrested under Gambling 
Act.

According to the state-
ment, the special drive 
was the fifth in the se-
r i e s  o f  i n t e l l i ge n c e -
driven statewide crack-
downs under “Operation  
Akraman”.

OPERATION AKRAMAN-V: 1334 ARRESTED AS 
PART OF DRIVE AGAINST ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES

DISCRIMINATION

HEAVY DAMAGE 

Be it any sphere, the issue 
of discrimination against 
women continues to persist. 
This issue has been in con-
stant discussion as to why 
women do not get equal sta-
tus. In continuation to this, 
what comes to fore is that 
women are lagging behind 
in terms of labor force and 
their contribution in the field 
of employment fails to meet 
expectations. According to a 
World Bank report, women 
constitute about 48 percent of 
the country’s population, but 
even today they are not get-
ting the same benefit of eco-
nomic growth.

As per the Annual Periodic 
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 
report, the estimated female 
Labour Force Participation 
Rate  (LFPR) in Haryana on 
usual status for age 15 years 
and above is 19.1%.  District-
wise estimates are not cap-
tured in PLFS reports. The 
aforementioned issue was 
raised in parliament by Bri-
jender Singh, former IAS and 
a member of parliament and 
in a reaction to this, afore-
said statistics were tabled.  
At the national level, it has 

been revealed in the data that 
in terms of labor force, the 
share of women in the agri-
culture sector is the highest. 
The participation of women 
in the agriculture sector is 
62.9 percent while the share 
of men is 38.1 percent. Of the 
total labor, 45.5 percent is in-
volved in agriculture alone. 
At the same time, the share 
of men in the manufacturing 
sector is 11.8 percent followed 
by women with 11.2 percent 
participation. On the other 
hand, in the construction sec-
tor, males contribute 15.6 per-
cent and females 5 percent in 
the labor force. On the other 
hand, if we talk about the 
business, hotel and restau-
rant sector, the contribution 
of men is 14.7 percent fol-
lowed by the women with 5.9 
percent share. In the trans-
port, storage and communi-
cation sector, males and fe-
males contribute 11.3 percent 
and 13.6 percent respectively 
in terms of employment. 

Notably, women’s popu-
lation is increasing in both 
urban and rural areas but 
they are far behind in terms 
of employment. The Equal 
Remuneration Act, 1976 now 
subsumed in the  Code on 

Wages, 2019 provides that 
there shall be no discrimi-
nation in an establishment 
or any unit thereof among 
employees on the ground of 
gender in matters relating to 
wages by the same employer, 
in respect of the same work or 
work of similar nature done 
by any employee. Further, 
no employer shall make any 
discrimination on the ground 
of sex while recruiting any 
employee for the same work 
or work of similar nature in 
the conditions of employ-
ment, except where the em-
ployment of women in such 
work is prohibited or restrict-
ed by or under any law for the 
time being in force. Contrary 
to the concerned act, the situ-
ation in Haryana continues 
to remain unchanged. It is 
evident from the statistics 
that women are nowhere in 
comparison to men in terms 
of labor force in Haryana. 

Continuous efforts were 
made in this regard but there 
was not much change in 
the situation on the ground. 
There is employment in 
many sectors in Haryana, 
mainly mining construction 
industry manufacturing mill 
labor is needed. 

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann held a meeting 
with the officials and dis-
cussed the matter of com-
pensation for the farmers in 
the wake of crop loss due to 
bad weather. Heavy damage 
to crops was reported due 
to the bad weather in North 
India. Crops of the farmers 
from many districts in Punjab 
were destroyed, after which 
farmers were demanding 
compensation. Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
personally visited the crop 
fields to assess the damage to 
crops along with several offi-
cials. After the assessment of 
crops, he held a meeting with 
the officials. 

CM Bhagwant Mann re-
leased a video on his per-
sonal account and told that, 
“We have changed the way of 
compensation of the previous 
government and now unlike 
the previous government, we 
will not only announce com-
pensation but also give it”. We 
will not distribute cheques 
of Rs 54 or Rs 111, but timely 

compensation will be given to 
the farmers in a transparent 
manner, he added. 

CM Bhagwant Mann told 
that earlier Rs 12,000 was 
given for a 75 per cent to 100 
per cent loss, but now Rs 
15,000 will be given for a 75 
per cent to 100 per cent loss. 
In the previous government, 
Rs 5400 was given for 33 per 
cent to 50 per cent loss, but 
now Rs 6750 will be given. 

Taking it to CMO Punjab 
Twitter he said, “The la-
bourers will get 10 per cent 
as compensation adding that 
Rs 95,100 will be paid as 
compensation to full house 
damage whereas Rs 5,200 
will be given for minor dam-
age to houses. The state gov-
ernment will soon introduce 
a crop insurance scheme for 
the farmers”.

HARYANA WITNESSING LOWER FEMALE 
LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION

CM Mann hikes crop 
loss compensation
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IN PUNJAB

Punjab Police on Sun-
day arrested Balwant 
Singh, from Khanna 

city in Ludhiana district of 
Punjab, the man who had 
harboured Khalistan sym-
pathiser Amritpal Singh’s 
close aide Tajinder Singh Gill. 
Khanna Police said that they 
have arrested Balwant Singh, 
the one who harboured Am-
ritpal Singh’s close aide Ta-
jinder Singh Gill. 

“His questioning is under-
way,” police said, adding 
that no connection between 
Amritpal Singh and Bal-
want Singh has been found 
yet. Tajinder Singh Gill alias 
Gorkha Baba, the core team 
member of Khalistan sym-
pathiser Amritpal Singh, 
the Khanna Police on Fri-
day released incriminating 
videos recovered from the 
mobile phone of Gorkha.

The chief of Waris Punjab 
De is still escaping the State 

police’s dragnet. Amritpal 
Singh was declared a fugi-
tive on the day, Punjab Po-
lice launched a crackdown 
against him and his pro-
Khalistan outfit. Punjab Po-
lice on Saturday appealed to 
people not to believe in ru-
mours and fake news of the 
arrest of radical preacher 
and pro-Khalistan leader 
Amritpal Singh, which is 
being circulated on social 
media. Speaking at a press 
briefing on Saturday, Bath-
inda SSP Gulneet Khurana 
said, “We urge people not 

to believe the fake reports of 
the arrest of Amritpal Singh 
that are being widely circu-
lated on social media.” He 
blamed the fake reports on 
“rumour mongers” based in 
the United Kingdom, Unit-
ed States and Canada. “A 
few people sitting in the UK, 
US, and Canada are spread-
ing false news on social 
media that Amritpal is be-
ing tortured (in custody),” 
the SSP added. He added, 
“BSF companies along with 
police personnel and 140 
security personnel from 

Bahadurgarh are currently 
deployed in Bathinda to en-
sure peace.” An alert was 
sounded in Uttarakhand 
over the possibility of the 
absconding pro-Khalistan 
preacher Amritpal Singh 
entering the state, informed 
Additional Director Gener-
al of Police (Law and Order) 
V Murugesanon Saturday 
morning. Murugesan added 
that he had received inputs 
from the Punjab Police that 
the pro-Khalistan leader, 
who fled Punjab in the wake 
of the crackdown on Waris 
Punjab De, may enter Ut-
tarakhand from Haryana. 
He told that checks and 
searches are underway and 
a security alert has gone out 
in places through which he 
can enter the state.

The officer added that 
the district police have also 
been alerted and vigilance 
stepped up at the borders. 
Tejinder Singh aka Gorkha 
Baba, a resident of Punjab’s 

Mangewal village was ar-
rested on Friday. “Tejinder 
often lived with Amritpal 
and is involved in the Ajnala 
case as well. Gorkha Baba 
used to be Amritpal’s gun-
man for a long time. He was 
also active on social media, 
and his pictures along with 
weapons used to surface on 
social media. After which a 
separate case was registered 
against Tejinder in Malaud 
police station”, DSP Payal 
Harsimrat Singh said.

The pol ice  informed 
that action has been taken 
against him under sections 
107/151 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPS). “Two other peo-
ple accompanying Tejinder 
have also been detained. 
They are being interrogat-
ed”, added the DSP.

The DSP said that Tejinder 
had a history of criminal 
cases, ranging from fracas to 
liquor smuggling, registered 
against him and he had also 
served a sentence in jail.

MAN HARBOURING AMRITPAL’S CLOSE 
AIDE GORKHA BABA ARRESTED: POLICE
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH 

Balwant Singh after the arrest

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar 

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann 

People have been advised to wear face masks in crowded places

TOP OF THE DAY

ZILA PARISHAD 
CHAIRPERSON 
RESIGNS
BILASPUR : Muskan, the 
youngest Zila parishad 
chairperson in Himachal 
Pradesh from Bilaspur, 
on Monday resigned from 
her post. She won as an 
Independent candidate 
at the age of 20 years, 
three years ago and was 
later elected to the post of 
Zila Parishad Chairman 
with the support of the 
BJP. The ruling Congress 
party was going to unseat 
Muskan but she played 
a master stroke and 
resigned from her post 
along with vice chairman 
Prem Thakur, a close 
aide of Muskan confided. 
Muskan, who has studied 
Law, is currently pursu-
ing LLM from Himachal 
Pradesh University.

POLICE ARREST 
22-YEAR-OLD FOR 
BLACKMAILING
NEW DELHI : Delhi police 
have arrested a 22-year-
old man from Punjab 
for allegedly sexually 
harassing minor girls on 
Instagram, police said 
on Sunday. The accused 
identified as Jatin was 
arrested from his native 
place Kapurthala in 
Punjab. The police further 
said that the accused 
used to threaten the 
minors that he will share 
their morphed nude 
photos on social media if 
his demands of “sexual 
favours” are not met.

HARYANA CM LAYS 
EMPHASIS ON 
CREATING JOBS
CHANDIGARH : Laying 
emphasis to create more 
job opportunities in Hary-
ana, the Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal directed the 
officers of Youth Empow-
erment and Entrepre-
neurship Department to 
ask the skill set demand 
of various industries and 
accordingly impart skill 
enhancement training to 
youth to meet the desired 
requirement of industries. 
While presiding over a 
meeting to review the 
progress of age group 
wise assignment given 
to various Departments, 
the Chief Minister further 
directed the officers of 
Women and Child Devel-
opment Department to 
expedite the process of 
identifying the children 
out of school, attend-
ing Anganwadi Centres, 
Madrasas, Gurukuls and 
other private institutions 
in the state. 

VIGILANCE 
BUREAU ARREST 
REVENUE OFFICIAL 
CHANDIGARH : The Pun-
jab Vigilance Bureau (VB) 
during its anti-corruption 
campaign, has arrested 
a revenue official Patwari 
Prem Kumar, posted at 
revenue halqua, Nawa-
nshahar, SBS district for 
demanding a bribe of Rs 
24,000. A spokesperson of 
the VB said this case has 
been registered against 
the above said revenue 
official after investigation 
of an online complaint 
lodged at the CM’s anti-
corruption action line. He 
added that the complain-
ant Amarjit Singh, resi-
dent of Karnana, tehsil 
Banga, has alleged that 
the above said Patwari 
has taken Rs 24,000 as 
a bribe in instalments in 
lieu of mutation of land 
belonging to his father 
and his uncle.



28 years after murders, SC releases man 
awarded death penalty 

rule of lawunacceptable

bJp lambasts cong leader for ‘darling’ comment, 
the motormouth replies, ‘what is wrong in it?’ 

BJP on Monday came 
down heavily on  In-
dian Youth Congress 

president Srinivas BV for 
his nasty and tasteless com-
ment on Smriti Irani. The 
party leader Amit Malviya 
said this is the level of dis-
course Congress has when 
referring to a woman min-
ister. 

Referring to Union Minis-
ter Smriti Irani Srinivas said, 

“In 2014, these people used 
to say ‘Mehengayi Daayan 
Hai’, now Ussi Mehengayi 
Ko Darling Bana Kar Bed-
room Me Bithaane Ka Kaam 
Kiya (they have made infla-

tion their darling and made 
her sit in their bedroom).”

The remarks about Smriti 
Irani stirred up a controver-
sy. Malviya said in a twitter, 

“This uncout, sexist man 
is President of the Indian 
Youth Congress. This is the 
level of discourse, when re-
ferring to a woman minister, 
just because she defeated 
Rahul Gandhi from Am-
ethi.” 
“A frustrated Congress is 
hurtling down the path of 
irrelevance,” he added. 

Besides this, Srinivas’ re-
marks were also criticized 
by former Defence Minis-
ter AK Antony’s son, and 
former Congress leader 
Anil Antony, who termed 

the remarks as “shameful”. 
“This is the ‘women empow-
erment’ @INCIndia @INC-
Kerala way. Shameful that 
someone can speak like this 
about any woman,” Anit 
Antony said in a tweet.

In reply, the IYC president 
asked the BJP leaders to 
play his full speech and not 
a clipping of it. 

Srinivas clarified on Mon-
day that when price of a 
gas cylinder was Rs 400, 
she used to talk about ‘me-
hangayi daayan’ and now 
when the price has reached 
Rs 1,100, that ‘daayan’ has 
now become a darling add-
ing that this is what he  
said and what was wrong 
in it?
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The Supreme Court on 
Monday ordered the release 
of a man, who was awarded 
the death penalty for killing 
five women and two chil-
dren in Pune in 1994, after it 
found that he was a juvenile 
when the offence was com-
mitted.

A bench of Justices K M 
Joseph, Aniruddha Bose 
and Hrishikesh Roy said 
that the court is accepting 
the report of the Inquiring 
Judge, who had inquired 
into the claim of juvenility 

of convict Narayan Chetan-
ram Chaudhary. 

“We declare that the date 
of birth of the applicant 
as reflected in the certifi-
cate issued by the Rajkiya 
Adarsh Uccha Madhyamik 
Vidyalaya of district Bikan-
er dated January 30, 2019...
as ‘12’, is to be accepted for 
determining his age at the 
time of commission of the 
offence of which he has 
been convicted,” it said. 

The bench said that going 
by that certificate, his age at 
the time of commission of 
offence was 12 years and 6 
months and “thus, he was 

a child/juvenile on the date 
of commission of offence 
for which he has been con-
victed, in terms of the pro-
visions of the 2015 (Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Act. This shall 
be deemed to be the true 
age of Niranaram, who was 
tried and convicted as Na-
rayan”.

It said that since he has 
already served more than 
three years of incarceration 
and under the law as it pre-
vailed at the time of com-
mission of offence as also 
under the 2015 Act, he can-
not be subjected to capital 

punishment.
“In view of this finding, 

the order sentencing him to 
death passed by the Addi-
tional Sessions Judge, Pune, 
and subsequently con-
firmed by the High Court 
and by this Court would 
stand invalidated by opera-
tion of law. He shall be set 
free forthwith from the cor-
rectional home in which he 
remains imprisoned, as he 
has suffered imprisonment 
for more than 28 years, hav-
ing regard to the provisions 
of Section 18 of the 2015 
Act,” the top court said.  

The bench said that the 

court agrees with the ob-
servations in its earlier ver-
dicts that a casual or cava-
lier approach should not 
be taken in determining the 
age of the accused or con-
vict on his plea of juvenility, 
but a decision against deter-
mination of juvenility ought 
not to be taken solely for the 
reason that offence involved 
is heinous or grave.  

“The degree or dimen-
sion of the offence ought 
not to direct approach of 
the Court in its inquiry into 
juvenility of an accused (in 
this case a convict),” the 
bench said.  

continued from page 1

Amritpal’s selfie with energy drink in 
hand surfaced 

woman›s house after fleeing from Punjab. This woman 
named Balbir Kaur is a resident of Hargobind Nagar on Si-
rhind Road in Patiala and provided shelter to Amritpal and 
his aide after they arrived in Patiala. The two were last seen 
in Haryana›s Shahbad.

Pakistan in principal agrees to attend 
SCO meet, but virtually

ministers travelling to India. While the Foreign Office 
(FO) spokesperson insisted that the final decision would 
be taken closer to the events, sources said the Pakistani side 
is likely to be attended virtually. 

Sources said that for the last few days the authorities are 
currently divided over attending the high-profile meetings 
hosted by India. One view is that given the current state of 
the bilateral relationship, Pakistan, if required, would only 
send junior officials to the SCO meetings.

However, other officials do not agree with this. They be-
lieve that Pakistan must not leave such key regional forums 
unattended, and since SCO comprises powerful countries, 
including Russia and China, Pakistan must use this oppor-
tunity to advance its interests.

The meeting has ended with an in principal agreement 
that Pakistan will participate only through virtual mode. 

Pakistan was also keeping a close tab on China’s deci-
sion. Sources said if China being the founding member of 
SCO that played a key role in making Pakistan its full-time 
member, asks Islamabad to attend the meetings it would be 
difficult for the government to ignore the advice ultimately. 

So, a window is still not closed. In fact, sources said that 
foreign minister Bilawal was keen to go to India for the SCO 
meeting.

If Pakistan attends the defence and foreign ministers’ 
meetings, it is possible that Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
may also go to India in July for the SCO summit.

The SCO member countries are India, Russia, China, the 
Kyrgyz Republic, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan. 

Rahul asked to vacate bungalow by  
22 april

Gandhi can write to the Housing Committee seeking an 
extended stay, a request that can be considered by the panel. 

The notification issued by the Lok Sabha Secretariat was 
marked to various departments, including the Directorate 
of Estates, New Delhi Municipal Council, and all the ben-
efits available to Gandhi as a member of Parliament too are 
under review.

Wearing black clothes, Opposition 
protests to ‘save democracy’

Why are we here in black clothes? We want to show that 
PM Modi is ending democracy in the country. He first 
finished autonomous bodies, then they put up their own 
govt everywhere by threatening those who had won polls. 
Then they used ED, CBI to use bend those who didn’t bow,” 
Kharge said.

Explaining the advantages of the constitution of a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee, the Rajya Sabha Leader of Op-
position said that there will be transparency after the report 
is out. He further questioned the government stating that 
there will be more number of representations from the BJP 
and its allies in the JPC.

“They ask for authenticity for everything in the Parlia-
ment. The government has not been able to answer the 
questions raised by us. MPs of 18 parties are here today. 
Not a single party is missing. We are asking for a JPC on the 
matter. The truth will come out. Records will be checked. 
Whatever will come out, will be known to all. There will be 
transparency. Why are you scared of constituting a JPC? 
You have a majority. You (BJP) will have more members in 
the JPC or will have your allies,” he said.

“You are scared which means that there is something 
fishy. So we are all together today to show unity,” Kharge 
stressed.

Calling it a black day for democracy, the Congress leader 
said that the government disqualified Rahul Gandhi as MP 
from Lok Sabha with “lightning speed” and emphasised 
that neither Rahul Gandhi nor the opposition parties will 
be deterred.

The opposition parties which participated in the meet-
ing include DMK, Samajwadi Party, JD(U), Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi, CPI(M), RJD, Nationalist Congress Party, CPI, 

IUML, MDMK, Kerala Congress, TMC, RSP, AAP, J-K NC 
and Shiv Sena (Uddhav faction).

Trinamool Congress MPs also participated in the meet-
ing which came as a huge development following Rahul 
Gandhi’s suspension as MP from Lok Sabha.

Black clothes after committing black 
deeds, ridicules BJP
of the Opposition party will “continue to wearing black 
clothes after their black deeds”.

Thakur also took a jibe at Rahul Gandhi claiming that that 
he was not ready to accept the verdict by Surat court which 
convicted him in a 2019 defamation case on his ‘Modi sur-
name’ remark. Dressed in black clothes, members of Op-
position parties earlier on Monday marched from Parlia-
ment complex towards Vijay Chowk in protest against the 
Centre’s inaction over the Adani issue.

“Rahul Gandhi and Congress have been insulting the OBC 
community. Has the Congress party stopped believing in 
the courts? Rahul Gandhi’s arrogance is such that he did 
not apologise to the OBC community, or in the court. He is 
not ready to accept the court’s judgment. The order was of 
the court. His membership ended soon after the court de-
livered its verdict. Why are they creating this drama now?” 
Thakur said.

“They are not letting the Parliament session run for one 
man who goes abroad and insults India. And when he re-
turns, the Parliament cannot run if he does not speak. Will 
the Congress party keep on insulting the OBC community 
like this? Will Congress keep wearing black clothes after 
doing black deeds? Will the party now resort to black magic 
to save itself?” the union minister.

Asked about assertions by Rahul Gandhi that he would 
never express any regret for criticising the BJP-led govern-
ment, Thakur stated that the Congress leader can never be 
Veer Savarkar even in his “best dreams” as it as it required 
strong determination and love for the country.

Gandhi had recently in a press conference stated “My 
name is not Savarkar, it is Gandhi and Gandhi never offers 
an apology.”

“Rahul Gandhi can never be Savarkar. Savarkar never 
went abroad to roam for six months. He was dedicated to 
the country’s freedom. Rahul Gandhi can never be Veer Sa-
varkar but he should have respected former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, Nehru. He insulted them also along with 
Savarkar. A post stamp was issued (on Savarkar) during 
your government in 1970. Indira Gandhi had written a letter 
and talked about Savarkar’s contribution,” he said.

Not a cakewalk for Rahul to gain 
confidence of Opposition 

Keeping in view the future agenda, the BJP is trying to 
woo both Nitish Kumar and Uddhav Thackeray as Bihar 
and Maharashtra together account for 88 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies. 

In the Parliamentary polls of 2019, BJP had fought with 
the JDU and Shiv Sena in Bihar and Maharashtra respec-
tively. 

There is also a reason for the swing in Nitish’s behaviour. 
Nitish wanted the Prime Ministerial face to be decided first 
for the 2024 general elections but the Congress was quite 
indifferent to it and gave a message that it will it decide on 
the issue on its own.   

As Nitish realized that his number is not going to come, 
he first changed his stand against his ally RJD. At the time 
of ED and CBI action, he did not say anything in favour of 
Lalu Yadav’s family and remained silent. Not only this, two 
days ago, he reached the house of MLC Sanjay Mayukh, 
a close aide of Union Home Minister Amit Shah. But the 
discussions gained more momentum when Nitish did not 
react to Rahul Gandhi’s case. Nitish did not even participate 
in the Bharat Jodo Yatra. It seems that the BJP is once again 
running ‘Operation Lotus’ in Bihar.  In Maharashtra too, 
Uddhav Thackeray’s displeasure is signifying a lot.  

Aggravating the situation further for the Congress, Ud-
dhav Thackeray held a meeting with Deputy Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis a few days ago after he got angry with 
Rahul Gandhi’s statement on Veer Savarkar, resulting into 
boycotting of Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge’s din-
ner today.

Even though the opposition parties seem to be united on 
the issue of Rahul Gandhi’s disqualification from the Lok 
Sabha, they have their own issues to settle. Though they are 
seen together during the Parliament session, their genuine 
fight is with the Congress. 

The likes of the Samajwadi Party (SP), Bahujan Samajwa-
di Party (BSP), Trinamool Congress (TMC), Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) and All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) are far from riding the coalition boat. 

Under these political circumstances, the Congress will 
have to fight Rahul enigma alone.

Cheetah brought from Namibia dies in 
Kuno national park

facie the illness seemed to be a result of kidneys being 
impacted due to infection. The creatinine levels were re-
ported higher than normal and the animal showed signs 
of dehydration too. After she was detected with renal com-
plications, she was recovering well, said an official of the 
Union ministry of environment, forest and climate change 
(MoEFC&C) .  But for the past few days she was not keep-
ing well.  After day-long speculation, the state forest depart-
ment confirmed her death in the late evening. 

The MoEFC&C  tried to save the cheetah, and as a part 
of the medical response after her illness the MP forest de-
partment had two veterinarians stationed at Kuno. One of 
them was the dedicated doctor for Kuno while the dedicated 
veterinarian for the neighbouring Madhav National Park 
in Shivpuri was stationed there. 

Besides, a veterinarian from the Wildlife Institute of India 
at Dehradun was also rushed to Kuno. A veterinarian from 
Bhopal’s Vanvihar National Park was also sent to assist the 
team of veterinarians in Kuno. Cheetah management ex-
pert Eli Walker of the Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF) 
was also in Kuno. To save Sasha, the medical team was also 
seeking advice from Andrian Tordiffe, a renowned cheetah 
veterinarian from South Africa., sources said.

 Following the release of a pair of cheetahs in the open 
jungle of  Kuno on 11 March, the authorities  realised that 
three cheetahs including Sasha were weak and were not fit 
for the release in the wild. After a delay, two of them were 
released in the open jungle of Kuno on 11 March. This was 
followed by the release of two more.  “The remaining three, 
including Sasha, have been found unfit for the wild and are 
required to hone their skills to survive in the wild and will 
have to wait,” officials  had explained  after the  release of the 
two males on 11 March. 

After the death of Sasha, Siyaya and Savannah-the two 
weak cats are still in a small boma or enclosure and the 
MoEFC&C officials are concerned over their chances of 
survival in the wild. One healthy female cheetah is  still 
not released and  continues to be in captivity.  After the first 
cheetah causality, there are 19 cheetahs at the Kuno National 
Park in Sheopur, including 12 more brought from South 
Africa last month. The South African cheetahs are still in 
quarantine.

Karnataka BJP MLA arrested in 
bribery case

The High Court on Monday dismissed the main petition 
filed by the MLA seeking bail. Lokayukta police started 
searching for Virupakshappa soon after the High Court ver-
dict was announced. Several Lokayukta police had started 
a search, including a house in Bangalore and a house in 
Channeshpur (Madal) in Channagiri.

Virupakshappa, who had left Channagiri, was com-
ing to Bengaluru just as the High Court order came out. 
A team of Lokayukta police officials stopped the MLA’s car 
near the Kyathsandra toll gate in Tumakuru. The BJP MLA 
was arrested and brought to Bengaluru.

Lokayukta sources said, “Preparations are being made 
to interrogate MLAs as there is a lot of information to be 
obtained regarding the case.”

The Supreme Court on 14 March agreed to hear the Kar-
nataka Lokayukta plea against the High Court’s decision to 
grant anticipatory bail to BJP MLA Madal Virupakshappa 
in a corruption case.

The counsel appearing for Karnataka Lokayukta men-
tioned his plea and sought an urgent hearing of his appeal 
against anticipatory bail granted to BJP MLA.

Earlier, BJP MLA Madal Virupakshappa whose son was 
arrested while he was taking a bribe of Rs 40 lakh on 3 March, 
appeared before Lokayukta in Bengaluru on 9 Match. 
Anti-corruption branch of Lokayukta had arrested his son 
Prashanth Madal for bribery of Rs 40 lakh.

Initially, the lawyer mentioned the plea before the bench 
headed by Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud, who 
asked the petitioner to go before another bench headed by 
Justice S.K. Kaul.

CJI said, “He is the part of a constitution bench who is 
hearing a different matter so they will not be able to take up 
Karnataka Lokayukta matter.” When the lawyer mentioned 
his plea before a bench headed by S.K. Kaul, the judge said, 
“What was the urgency for listing of the plea?”

The lawyer replied and said, “The accused is a sitting leg-
islator.” Thereafter, Justice Kaul directed to list the matter 
at the earliest. “The anti-corruption branch of Lokayukta 
caught Prashanth Madal, son of BJP MLA Madal Virupak-
shappa while taking a bribe of Rs 40 lakh. Over Rs 1.7 crore 
in cash was recovered from his office,” Karnataka Loka-
yukta had earlier said.

Lokayukta was on duty after getting a complaint about 
the demand for a bribe. Over Rs 1.7 crore cash was found 

at Prashanth Madal’s office, Lokayukta officials said. 
Speaking to reporters, Virupakshappa said that the money 
found in the raid was his “earned money.”

“It was our earned money. I have not done any illegal 
transactions as president of KSDL. We kept the money 
from our groundnut plantation and crusher at home. This 
money was discovered during the Lokayukta raid. I have a 
document for that money and I will give it,” he said.

He further said that he would not quit the party even af-
ter the party expelled him from the primary membership. 
“However, I will not quit the BJP. I will prove my innocence 
in the case and I will get a clean chit in a legal battle. BJP is 
my mother party,” he added. 

china’s absence at G20 meet in 
arunachal upsets india 

own, and has, previously, objected to the visits by foreign 
leaders and also the India leaders to the state. “It is unclear 
if China has officially lodged a protest with India over the 
meeting being held in Arunachal Pradesh,” sources said. 
However, New Delhi is ready to counter any Chinese protest 
over this matter. “If needed, India would send out a strong 
message to Beijing through diplomatic channels, expressing 
serious displeasure over its decision to skip the G20 meet-
ing held in Itanagar,” sources added.

“India wants other countries including the US to send 
a strong signal to China over the same, reaffirming their 
stand that Arunachal Pradesh is an integral part of India,” 
said a source. Recently, in a bipartisan resolution passed by 
the US, the McMohan Line was recognized as the interna-
tional boundary between Arunachal Pradesh and China, 
with   the north-eastern state being called an “integral part 
of India”. US senators Bill Hagerty and Jeff Merkley intro-
duced the resolution in the Senate, with Hagerty stating, “At 
a time when China continues to pose grave and gathering 
threats to the Free and Open Indo-Pacific, it is critical for 
the United States to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our 
strategic partners in the region, especially India.”  

China’s decision not to attend the meeting in Arunachal 
Pradesh should be seen as Beijing hardening its stand over 
this north-eastern state in the background of the develop-
ment in the US that came as a jolt to the government in Bei-
jing. India has always rejected China’s territorial claims over 
Arunachal in the past and maintains Arunachal Pradesh 
as its integral part.

Over 50 delegates attended the meeting, which is among 
the dozens of events planned across 50 major cities ahead 
of the G20 summit in Delhi in September. India currently 
holds the G20 presidency. However, neither the foreign 
ministry nor China has commented on it. The weekend 
meeting was declared confidential and media coverage 
was not permitted. Themed ‘Research innovation initiative, 
gathering’, the meeting was organised by the Science and 
Technology department.

The delegates who attended the meet also visited 
Arunachal Pradesh legislative assembly and a Buddhist 
monastery in Itanagar. Upon their arrival, they were re-
ceived by cultural troupes at the airport. They also tasted 
local cuisines, said officials.

India and Chinese troops had clashed along the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) in the state’s Tawang sector last De-
cember, in a face-off that came amid a months-long border 
standoff in eastern Ladakh. Both Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar had then 
accused China of trying to “unilaterally” change the status 
quo along the LAC.

SC issues notice on Bilkis’s plea against 
pre-mature release of 11 convicts
family members during the 2002 Godhra riots. 

A bench of Justices K.M. Joseph and B.V. Nagarathna post-
ed the matter for hearing on April 18. It asked the Union 
and Gujarat governments to be ready with the relevant files 
granting remission to the convicts on the next date of hear-
ing. The top court also directed that the pleadings in the case 
to be completed by the next date of hearing.

The apex court said there is a gamut of issues involved 
and it needs to hear the matter in detail. During the hear-
ing, Justice Joseph asked, “We have before us many murder 
cases where convicts are languishing in jails for remission 
without years. Is this a case where standards have been ap-
plied uniformly as in other cases too?”

Earlier, a bench of Justices Ajay Rastogi and Bela M Trive-
di had ordered that the matter be listed before a bench of 
which Justice Trivedi is not a part as she had recused herself 
from hearing the case. 

Besides filing a petition against the pre-mature release of 
convicts, Bano had also filed a review petition seeking a 
review of its earlier order by which it had asked the Gujarat 
government to consider the plea for the remission of one of 
the convicts. The review petition was dismissed.
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Covid-19

A total of 1,805 new 
cases of Covid-19 
were recorded in the 

last 24 hours in the country 
as per the official data re-
leased by the Union Health 
Ministry.

The official release stated 
that India’s active caseload 
currently stands at 10,300 
with active cases standing at 
0.02 per cent.

The Union Health Ministry 
in its release mentioned that 
a total of 932 recoveries were 
made in the last 24 hours in-
creasing the total recoveries 
to 4,41,64,815. The recovery 
rate is currently at 98.79 per 
cent.

“A total of 220.65 crore 
comprising (Total Vaccine 
doses 95.20 crore Second 
Dose and 22.86 crore Pre-
caution Dose) have been ad-
ministered so far under Na-
tionwide Vaccination Drive,” 
the press release mentioned.

The daily positivity rate 
and weekly positivity rate 
stand at 3.19 per cent and 
1.39 per cent, respectively.

“A total of 92.10 crore total 
tests conducted so far with 
56,551 tests conducted in the 
last 24 hours,” the release 

said.
The Union Health Sec-

retary Rajesh Bhushan on 
Monday evening will hold a 
meeting with States’ health 
secretaries and senior offi-
cers, via video conferencing, 
to review the preparedness 
for Covid-19. Recently the 
Union Health Secretary and 
Dr Rajiv Bahl, DG, ICMR is-
sued a joint advisory to the 
States/UTs chief secretaries 
and Senior Health Officers 
to keep a close watch on the 
evolving etiologies (causes of 
diseases) of influenza. 

About 2.20 lakh tests were 
done in the state in the last 7 
days and 265 positive Covid 
cases were found.

Currently, there are 262 
active cases in the state and 
none of them is in critical 
condition. Everyone is recov-
ering at home, Adityanath 
informed.

At present, 35 to 40 per 
cent of the total Covid tests 
being conducted in the coun-
try are being carried out in 
Uttar Pradesh. This needs to 
be increased further in view 
of vigilance and security, he 

said.
According to last week’s 

results, the maximum num-
bers of cases were found in 
Lucknow, Ghaziabad and 
Gautam Budh Nagar.

The officials informed the 
chief minister that the con-
dition of all the 38 people 
found positive in a school in 
Lakhimpur is fine and every-
one has been quarantined.
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1,805 new Cases in 24 hours
Morbi bridge tragedy

50% compensation 
given to victims: 
Oreva Group

Oreva Group has deposited 50 per cent of the interim com-
pensation amount for the victims of the Morbi cable bridge 
collapse tragedy, the Gujarat High Court was told on Monday.

The company told the division bench of acting Chief Justice 
A J Desai and Justice Biren Vaishnav that the first instalment 
(50 per cent of the total amount) was deposited on 14 March, 
and the rest would be paid on or before April 11.

Oreva Group (Ajanta Manufacturing Pvt. Ltd) was respon-
sible for the operation and maintenance of the British-era 
bridge on the Machchhu River in Morbi that collapsed on 
30 October, 2022, killing 135 people and leaving 56 others 
seriously injured.

The high court is hearing a suo motu (on its own) Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) on the tragedy.

On Monday, the HC took on record the affidavit of Oreva 
Group and granted the company time it had sought to deposit 
the remaining amount.

The bench kept the matter for further hearing on April 18.
During an earlier hearing, the HC had directed the compa-

ny, whose Managing Director Jaysukh Patel has been named 
the main accused in the bridge collapse case and is currently 
in judicial custody, to double the amount of interim compen-
sation it had proposed to pay to the kin of the deceased and 
injured.
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KarnataKa

Fodder sCaM

Amit Shah discusses poll strategy

SC rejects CBI’s plea against bail of Lalu Yadav

Senior BJP leader and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
on Monday chaired a meet-
ing with the state BJP core 
committee and election 
management committee in 
Bengaluru on Monday.

Karnataka is scheduled to 
go to polls later this year.

BJP National Organising 
General Secretary BL San-
thosh, co-in-charges Man 
Sukh Mandaviya, Annama-
lai, CM Basavaraj Bommai, 
ex-CM BS Yediyurappa, 
Union Minister Prahlad 
Joshi, State President Na-
leen Kumar Kateel, Union 
Minister Shobha Karandla-
je and other core committee 
and election management 
committee members were 
present in the meeting.

Earlier on Sunday, Amit 
Shah lauded Karnataka 

Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai and his immediate 
predecessor and BJP vet-
eran BS Yediyurappa stat-
ing that both have provided 
“good governance” during 
their respective tenures.

Citing the developmental 
work done by the BJP gov-
ernment under both chief 
ministers, Shah urged the 
people to form the party’s 
government with a full ma-
jority in the upcoming As-

sembly elections slated this 
year.

“Earlier under Yediy-
urappa and now under the 
leadership of Basavaraj 
Bommai, the Prime Minis-
ter has given an impetus to 
Karnataka’s development 
with a sense of team India 
in the last four years. Dur-
ing Yediyurappa’s tenure, 
I congratulate him for the 
way he managed the Covid 
preparation. 

The Supreme Court on Monday 
tagged with pending matter a plea of 
the CBI challenging grant of bail to 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) supremo 
Lalu Prasad Yadav in the Doranda 
Treasury case of Jharkhand where-
in he was sentenced to five years in 
prison.

A bench of Justices Ajay Rastogi and 
Bela M Trivedi said it is not issuing 

notice but tagging the matter with 
the pending similar appeal also filed 
by the CBI.

Additional Solicitor General S V 
Raju and advocate Rajat Nair sought 
the issuance of notice in the matter 
but the bench said it will hear the mat-
ter together and was not inclined to 
issue notice.

The CBI has challenged the 
Jharkhand High Court’s 22 April, 
2022 order granting bail to Yadav in 
the case.

Seventy-four-year-old Yadav is cur-
rently out on bail due to ill health after 
his conviction in various fodder scam 
cases. The former Bihar chief minister 
was sentenced to five years in prison 
and slapped with a fine of Rs 60 lakh 
by a special CBI court in Ranchi in 
connection with the fifth fodder scam 
case involving embezzlement of over 
Rs 139 crore by Doranda Treasury.

Yadav was convicted by the CBI 
court on February 15 last year.

On 21 February, he was sentenced 

to five years imprisonment and fined 
Rs 60 lakh in the fodder scam case.

Yadav had held the finance portfolio 
of undivided Bihar, of which he was 
the chief minister, during the period 
of the scam.

He had allegedly received kickbacks 
through the animal husbandry de-
partment. The top court on Monday 
tagged the plea of the CBI along with 
the other plea of the agency in which 
it had challenged the 2019 order of 
the high court granting bail to Yadav.
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Congress indulging in 
politics over reservation 
row: CM Bommai

Shinde changes 
twitter profile photo 
to Savarkar

Minor girl sexually 
assaulted, murdered 
in Kolkata

Hitting out at Congress 
leaders’ announcement that 
the party would undo the 
BJP government’s reserva-
tion decisions in the event 
of it coming to power, Kar-
nataka Chief Minister Ba-
savaraj Bommai on Monday 
accused it of inciting and 
trying to create disturbance 
between the communities.

The Congress was playing 
politics on the issue, he al-
leged, as he claimed that the 
party was indulging in such 
things and are making such 
statements, since they are 
unable to digest that BJP has 
been able to make a decision 
on the issue, that was con-
sidered impossible, and as 

they are fully aware of them 
not coming to power.

The BJP government last 
week decided to move Mus-
lims out of the OBC list and 
put them under the 10 per 
cent EWS quota. The 4 per 
cent reservation that Mus-
lims had (under OBC list) 
will be distributed among 
Vokkaligas and Lingayats 
equally.

“D K Shivakumar (State 
Congress president) lacks 
interest in social thinking, 
all these demands (reser-
vation related) have been 
for 30-40 years, they (Con-
gress) could have done it, 
but they did not do it, but 
we now, considering  the de-
mand by communities, have 
taken certain steps,” Bom-
mai said.

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde on Monday 
updated his social media ac-
counts and placed Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar’s pictures 
on Twitter, Facebook and In-
stagram as profile pictures as 
a gesture of support for Hin-
dutva ideologue. The gesture 
came in accordance with the 
ongoing controversy follow-
ing Rahul Gandhi’s remarks 
on Savarkar that “My name 
is not Savarkar, won’t apolo-
gise”. While interacting with 
media, Eknath Shinde also 

announced he would hold 
‘Savarkar Gaurav Yatra’ in 
Maharashtra.

“I condemn Rahul Gandhi’s 
statement on Veer Savarkar. 
He played a great role in the 
country’s freedom struggle. 
Due to the contribution of 
such heroes, India got free-
dom. We will hold ‘Savarkar 
Gaurav Yatra’ in the state,” 
said Eknath Shinde.

Further detailing about 
‘Savarkar Gaurav Yatra’, 
Deputy CM Devendra Fad-
navis said, “We will hold 
Savarkar Gaurav Yatra in 
every district of the state to 
talk about the contributions 
of Veer Savarkar. 

A seven-year-old girl was 
allegedly killed after being 
sexually molested by one of 
her neighbours in Kolkata’s 
Tiljala area, prompting local 
people to blockade roads and 
railway tracks and vandalise 
police vehicles on Monday.

The girl, a resident of Kus-
tia’s Shri Dhar Roy Road, 
was missing since Sunday 
morning and after an exten-
sive search, policemen found 

her body in one of the flats in 
an apartment block in the lo-
cality, the police said.

The flat owner was arrest-
ed and the body was sent for 
post-mortem examination.

Alleging that the police 
“delayed” in searching for 
the missing girl, locals staged 
protests outside the Tiljala 
Police Station and carried 
out vandalism in the area 
damaging several vehicles 
on Sunday night demand-
ing strict action against the 
culprit.

TDG NETWORK
ChikkAbAllApurA

TDG NETWORK
mumbAi 

TDG NETWORK
kolkAtA

delhi exCise poliCy For woMen

sC tags Kavitha’s plea with pending 
Cases Challenging ed suMMons

tn to give rs 1,000 honorariuM 
to 1 Crore woMen FaMily heads

BRS leader K Kavitha on 
Monday failed to get any 
interim relief from the Su-
preme Court on her plea, 
seeking protection from 
arrest and challenging the 
summons by the Enforce-
ment Directorate in the al-
leged Delhi excise policy 
scam, and tagged her petition 
with others.

A bench of justices Ajay 
Rastogi and Bela M Trivedi 
said it will hear the Bharat 

Rashtra Samithi (BRS) lead-
er’s petitions and other pleas 
after three weeks.

Appearing for Kavitha, 
senior advocate Kapil Sibal 
said,”whether she needs to 
be interrogated at home or 
in the ED office is the issue 
which is seized of by this 
court and notice has been 
issued in petitions filed by 
Nalini Chidambaram and 
Abhishek Banerjee. I have 
more to say than tagging the 
matter”.

He informed the bench that 
the plea filed by Nalini Chid-

ambaram, a senior advocate 
and wife of Congress leader 
P Chidambaram, deals with 
a similar issue of summoning 
women accused by the ED.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta and Additional Solic-
itor General (ASG) SV Raju 
said that after the filing of Na-
lini Chidambaram’s petition, 
a judgement was passed by a 
three-judge bench upholding 
the provisions of the Preven-
tion of the Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) that square-
ly covers the provisions for 
summoning an accused.

Women pavement vendors and fisherwomen would be 
among the approximately one crore beneficiaries under the 
Rs 1,000 monthly ‘right’ payout to women heads of families, 
Chief Minister M K Stalin apprised the Tamil Nadu Assembly 
on Monday. 

Stalin said guidelines and criteria for the scheme would be 
released soon and the initiative was carefully named “Magalir 
Urimai Thogai Thittam” (Women’s Right to Income Scheme), 
which is the government’s recognition of women’s hard work.

The government has already announced that the scheme 
would be implemented from September 15, 2023. In the Bud-
get, the government set apart Rs 7,000 crore for the scheme.

He said the scheme would feature in history as a giant stride 
in social justice projects of Tamil Nadu and it shall benefit 
about one crore women heads of families.

top of the day
assaM: poaChers 
Kill rhino For its 
horn 
kAZirANgA: Ahead 
of president Droupadi 
murmu’s visit to Assam’s 
kaziranga National park 
and tiger reserve, poach-
ers killed a one-horned 
rhinoceros in the national 
park and took away its 
horn. this is the first rhino 
poaching incident in kazi-
ranga park this year. the 
last poaching incident took 
place in the national park 
in December 2021. Accord-
ing to the park authorities, 
the forest staff of the park 
found a dehorned rhino 
carcass inside the park 
area near kathpara forest 
camp under the bagori 
range office on Sunday 
evening. Jatindra Sarma, 
Field Director of kaziranga 
National park and tiger 
reserve, said that the 
incident took place in an 
area that is remote. 

3 eleCtroCuted 
to death in 
Chhattisgarh
SAkti: three persons 
were electrocuted to 
death in Chhattisgarh’s 
Sakti district, police said 
on Sunday. According to 
baradwar Station house 
officer (Sho) rajesh patel, 
the incident took place 
at khamariya panchayat 
under baradwar police 
station limits on Saturday. 
the diseased have been 
rajkumar Sewak (28), 
premlal mahilange (20) 
and Ajay Singh (20). he 
further said that one more 
person Nandlal Sidar (27) 
escaped with burn injuries. 
According to the officer, a 
mixture machine engaged 
in road construction work 
accidentally came in con-
tact with the power supply 
line’s wire leaving three 
persons dead and two oth-
ers injured. 

9 FaMily 
MeMbers booKed 
For dowry 
harassMent
thANe:  the Navi mumbai 
police have registered a 
criminal offence against 
nine members of a family 
including the husband and 
his mother for allegedly 
torturing a 37-year-old 
housemaker for dowry, 
police said on monday. 
the case was registered 
at kamothe police station 
under sections 315 (Act 
done with intent to prevent 
child being born alive or to 
cause it to die after birth) 
and 498- A (husband or 
relative of husband of a 
woman subjecting her to 
cruelty) of the indian penal 
Code. No arrest is made 
so far. the Fir stated the 
victim was forced to abort 
on two occasions by family 
members of her husband 
by taking her to karnataka 
as she couldn’t fulfil their 
persistent demands for 
money. 

up: 2 Killed aFter 
briCK Falls
DeoriA: Four people, 
including the owner of 
a brick kiln, have been 
booked in connection with 
the death of two labour-
ers after a pile of bricks 
fell on them while they 
were working, an official 
said. During investigation 
of the case and inspec-
tion of the kiln, the labour 
department and police 
rescued 14 child labourers, 
Superintendent of police 
(Sp) Sankalp Sharma said. 
in the Saturday accident 
at babhanoli village, three 
woman labourers were 
also injured. 

Morbi bridge after collapse tragedy (file)
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NEW DELHI:  A total 
of 610 cases of Covid’s 
XBB.1.16 variant, which 
might have been behind the 
recent rise in coronavirus 
cases, have been detected 
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u nt r y, 
according to INSACOG 
data.

  The samples have been 
found across 11 states and 
Union Territories.

The highest number of 
Covid cases caused due to 
this variant has been found 
in Maharashtra and Guja-
rat at 164 each, followed 

by 93 Telangana and 86 in 
Karnataka, according to 
INSACOG data.

The XBB 1.16 variant was 
first found in January when 
two samples tested positive 
for the variant.

India has been witnessing 
an uptick in Covid-19 cases 
in the country recently.

India logged 1,805 new 
coronavirus cases, while 
the active cases have sur-
passed the 10,000-mark 
after 134 days, according 
to the Health ministry data 
updated on Monday.

610 Cases oF Covid’s new variant 
xbb1.16 Found: insaCog data

LUCKNOW: Caption- Yogi 
Adityanath

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on 
Monday reviewed the Co-
vid-19 and influenza situa-
tion at a high-level meeting 
with officials and directed 
them to identify Covid-
dedicated hospitals in all 
75 districts of the State.

The chief minister direct-
ed officials to test prepara-
tions by conducting mock 
drills in hospitals across 
the state on April 11-12.

He asked the officials to 
ensure that all the oxy-
gen plants in the state are 
functional and ventilators 
provided to hospitals and 
medical colleges are active.

Addressing the meeting, 
Adityanath said, “In view 
of the increasing cases in 
the country, Covid dedi-
cated hospitals should be 
identified in all 75 districts 
immediately.” Paramedi-
cal staff and anaesthetists 
must be deployed wherever 
there is a ventilator, he said.

up CM reviews situation in state

Union Home Minister Amit Shah

Locals torch vehicles to protest over the death of a 7-year-old 
girl in Kolkata. (ANI)



The Khalistan move-
ment has its roots in 
the 1970s and 1980s, 

when there was a wave of 
violence and terrorism in 
Punjab, which eventually led 
to the Indira Gandhi govern-
ment launching a military op-
eration to suppress the move-
ment. Some Sikh groups still 
believe and seek a “complete 
closure” of Operation Blue 
Star and seek justice for the 
same. Is Khalistan 2.0 the 
result of “non-closure” of 
Operation Blue Star?

In recent years, there have 
been reports of a resurgence 
of the Khalistani movement 

in Punjab. Some observers 
believe that the movement 
is gaining traction due to a 
range of factors, including 
funding and support from 
Pakistan’s ISI, propaganda 
spread on social media, and 
religious issues. In 2020, 
there were reports of sev-
eral incidents attributed to 
Khalistan violence in Pun-
jab. In June of that year, a 
group of militants attacked a 
police station in Tarn Taran 
district, killing one police 
officer and injuring another. 
But in the recent one year, 
there has been spurt in Kh-
alistan-backed violence and 
incidents like pro-Khalistani 
slogans shouted at Golden 
Temple on Operation Blue 
Star anniversary in June 
last year. The Ajnala police 
station loot and arson shall 
remain a blot on the face of 
Indian democracy, wherein 
the law and order system 
was trampled and mowed 
on, while the Nero of Punjab 
was sleeping.

Is it a sheer coincidence 

that Khalistani separatist ac-
tivities have further increased 
after the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) won the Punjab As-
sembly elections and formed 
its government? Questions 
must be asked to the Bhag-
want Mann-led AAP govern-
ment as why no action was 
taken for a month when the 
Ajnala Police station was 
attacked and Punjab police 
behaved sheepishly, sleep-
ing in a cocoon. Twitteratis 
flooded with comments like 
“Save Punjab before it’s too 
late. Location: Ajnala police 
station”, a month ago.

Amritpal has gained me-
dia attention at an astonish-
ing rate. He used to run a 
transportation business in 
Dubai, where he had been 
living ever since he was 19. 
Sensing a void following the 
death of Deep Sidhu, accused 
of the Red Fort incident on 26 
January 2021, he returned to 
Punjab. 

Dressed as Bhindranwale, 
he declared, “The Tricolour 
is not our flag; this flag has 
done numerous atrocities 
against us.” He has been on 
the run for more than three 
days. Amidst strict National 
Security Act on five indi-
viduals connected to Amrit-
pal Singh, whose uncle and 
driver turned themselves in 
as part of a statewide cam-
paign against his “Waris 
Punjab De” gang, the Punjab 
Police raised the possibility of 

“ISI aspect” in the process. It 
is a well-known fact that Am-
rit Pal Singh came to Punjab 
to increase violence, disrupt 
peace and create chaos. Ajna-
la was a wakeup call, but why 
is Punjab police still sleeping?

Interestingly, Macdonald-
Laurier Institute, a leading 
Canadian think-tank based 
out of Ottawa, released a 
study on Pakistan’s role in 
nourishing Khalistani ex-
tremism. In “Khalistan: A 
Project of Pakistan”, veteran 
journalist Terry Milewski re-
veals the concept of Khalistan 
as a project of Pakistan, de-
signed to subvert the national 
security of both Canada and 
India. Report further shares 
how contradictory it is for 
Sikhs to seek Pakistan sup-
port. “The same Pakistan 
where countless Sikhs were 
murdered and expelled in the 
name of Islam. What’s more, 
while separatist Sikhs com-
plain loudly and properly 
about the massacre of sev-
eral thousand Sikhs in 1984, 
there are no rallies to demand 
justice for at least a quarter-
million Sikhs massacred by 
Muslims in 1947.” 

The report also interviewed 
Husain Haqqani, the former 
Pakistani Ambassador to 
the US, who was blunt in ad-
mitting ISI’s role in fanning 
Khalistan movement globally. 
Quoting Haqqani, the report 
said: “Groups like Sikhs for 
Justice are not willing to forgo 

Pakistani support.” Haqqani 
does not see the fixation with 
“bleeding” India as produc-
tive for Pakistan. Nor does he 
see the Khalistan project as 
remotely feasible, given the 
power of the Indian state. As 
for Canadian Khalistanis, he 
says, “These people are just 
being used...there’s no prac-
tical way they’re going to get 
anywhere.” He adds that 
“Khalistanis in Canada have 
very little stake in Punjab or 
India. It’s easy for them to 
live in a fantasy world–while 
those who live in Punjab and 
India live in the real world.”

In the midst of all of this, 
on Sunday, a group of pro-
Khalistan protesters attacked 
and vandalised the Indian 
Consulate in San Francisco, 
while another group of pro-
Khalistan protesters grabbed 
the tricolour flying atop the 
Indian High Commission 
in London, while waving 
separatist Khalistani flags 
and chanting pro-Khalistani 
slogans. There have been re-
ports and claims of a revival 
of the Khalistan movement in 
recent years, but the extent of 
its resurgence remains a mat-
ter of debate and speculation.

Some supporters of the 
movement claim that it is 
gaining momentum, with 
an increase in the number of 
people supporting the idea of 
an independent Khalistan. 
They point to the emergence 
of new Khalistani groups and 

the spread of pro-Khalistan 
sentiment on social media 
as evidence of this. However, 
others argue that the Kha-
listan movement remains a 
fringe movement with limited 
support. 

They point out that most 
Sikhs in Punjab and else-
where in India do not sup-
port the idea of an indepen-
dent Khalistan and that the 
movement has failed to gain 
significant traction in recent 
years. They also note that 
the Indian government has 
been successful in cracking 
down on Khalistani groups 
and individuals, which has 
limited their ability to carry 
out violent activities.

These are absolutely well-
coordinated and well planned 
executions but on the ground, 
there is absolutely no support 
to Khalistan and the Kha-
listani movement. It is crucial 
in such circumstances to con-
trol individuals like Amritpal. 
How did the Punjab police re-
spond, though? In response 
to the Ajnala event, it decided 
to release Lovepreet. Should 
we approach secession in this 
way? The Punjab government 
must understand that it may 
be terrible to repeat the errors 
made under Bhindranwale.

Siddhartha Dave is an alumnus 
of the United Nations University 
in Tokyo and a former Lok Sabha 
Research Fellow. He writes on 
foreign affairs and security.

Nip Khalistan 2.0 in the 
bud, crush the fangs
Is it a sheer coincidence that Khalistani separatist activities 
have increased after the Aam Aadmi Party won the Punjab 
Assembly elections and formed its government?

UN TURNS A BLIND EYE

RESURGENCE

At a time when a man from an extremely humble 
background has risen through sheer hard work 
to become one of the most popular and inspir-
ing leaders that India has seen, for his opponents 
to believe that their own lineage even matters to 
the people, is akin to being clueless. When it is 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi that you are up 
against, to tell the world that you are a cut above 
him because of your family is terrible electoral 
strategy. Worse, the Gandhi siblings seem to actu-
ally believe it, which shows how they lack an un-
derstanding of how the ground has changed over 
time. A Gandhi does not apologise, like Savarkar 
does, Rahul Gandhi said at a press conference 
on Saturday. His sister, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
followed it up by speaking of sacrifices that her 
family has made for the country. Congress leader 
Pramod Tiwari was more explicit—Rahul Gandhi 
should be treated differently in the expulsion case 
because of his family history. Presumably he is 
above the law and should not be expelled from the 
Lok Sabha even after being sentenced to jail for 
two years in a criminal defamation case. For all of 
them it’s about the family. They don’t realise how 
entitled this makes them sound and how off-put-
ting it can be to people, unless they are hard core 

Congress support-
ers, provided such 
people still exist. 
No one is taking 
away from the sac-
rifices made by the 
Gandhis. But what 
have the current 
crop of Gandhis 
done so that vot-
ers should take 
them seriously? 
Their track record 
in politics does 
not inspire confi-
dence. The broth-
er-sister duo has 
been decimated in almost every election they have 
fought. They have been launched and relaunched 
multiple times, in vain. The occasional victories 
that come Congress’ way in certain states are not 
because of the Gandhis. These are in spite of the 
Gandhis, who do not like a strong leadership even 
in the states—forget about Delhi—lest they pose 
a challenge to the family. These victories happen 
because of the few state-level leaders still left in 
the party and the hard work they put in. When 
the UPA was in power, what was Rahul Gandhi’s 
biggest contribution? Possibly, tearing up the or-
dinance that wanted to prevent the immediate 
disqualification of MPs after conviction, because 
of which he is in so much trouble now.

This sense of entitlement was on full display on 
Saturday when he snapped at a journalist for ask-
ing a simple question on what his reaction was to 
the BJP’s charge that he was anti OBC. He labelled 
the journalist, who is a long-time Congress beat 
reporter, a BJP stooge, and then mocked him by 
saying “hawa nikal gayi” (you have been deflated 
now). It’s as if asking Rahul Gandhi a question 
he does not like is a crime and the person ask-
ing the question has to be snubbed in full public 
view. Is this how Rahul Gandhi goes about win-
ning friends? Sadly, that momentary outburst 
says more about him than any long speech that he 
makes at rallies or in Parliament. He should not 
forget that people are watching and in this age of 
social media, every misstep gets magnified and 
disseminated all over in a matter of minutes. And 
it was a legitimate question, for the BJP will go full 
throttle by making it a campaign issue—that Ra-
hul Gandhi is anti OBC. 

The fact that he got angry instead of giving a re-
ply showed that he was unprepared and that his 
mangers were yet to chalk out a strategy to coun-
ter such a grave charge. This says a lot even about 
the preparedness, or the lack of it, of the party to 
counter BJP’s campaign.

But all this will come later, even finding a proper 
strategy to counter the BJP. The immediate need 
is a change of mindset—the need to understand 
that in 21st century India, performance counts, 
not pedigree.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
PERFORMANCE COUNTS

ThE ENTITLEmENT  
IS ShowING

A riveting video has been 
making its way through 
social media, featuring an 
Indian student exposing the 
malicious anti-India rhetoric 
being promoted right under 
the nose of the United Na-
tions Human Rights Coun-
cil headquarters (UNHRC) 
and the United Nations (UN) 
building in Switzerland’s Ge-
neva. The purported video, 
widely shared on social me-
dia, shows massive posters 
that read “Women in India 
are treated as slaves”, “Child 
marriages: Serious violations 
of child rights by India”, “In-
dian Christians facing State-
sponsored terrorism”, “Ter-
ror attack on minorities”, 
“Indian Dalits: Children 
of lesser God”. On Sunday, 
India summoned the Swiss 
ambassador to New Delhi 
and lodged a protest over 
anti-India posters in front of 
the UN building. 

BriNGiNG FActs  
tO tHe FOre
The nefarious posters try to 
construct a narrative that is 

antithetical to the interests 
of India. Yet, upon closer ex-
amination of the evidence, 
it becomes apparent that 
spurious propaganda has 
been effectively thwarted at 
the outset. First, with regard 
to the claim that “women in 
India are treated as slaves”, 
data indicates otherwise. The 
National Family Health Sur-
vey (NFHS-5) report, which 
sampled a population of 7.24 
lakh women and 1 lakh men in 
the age group of 15-49, found 
that the female literacy rate 
climbed to 72%. The World 
Economic Forum’s (WEF) 
2022 Global Gender Gap 
Report, which derives its in-
sights from LinkedIn data, 
sheds further light on the 
changing dynamics of gen-
der in India. A revolutionary 
trend has emerged: between 
2016 and 2021, the num-
ber of women establishing 
companies has grown by an 
astonishing 2.68 times, dwarf-
ing the growth rate of male 
founders, who experienced 
a growth of only 1.79 times. 

In terms of politics, India 

has been witnessing a para-
digm shift in the representa-
tion of women, with a surge 
in their numbers over the 
years. The Lok Sabha elec-
tions of 1957 saw 45 women 
candidates, but the scenario 
has transformed entirely, 
with the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections boasting a stagger-
ing 716 women candidates. 
Another area where women 
are making their presence felt 
is sports, with the women’s 
cricket team captivating the 
imagination of Indian fans 
in recent years. This year, 
the under-19 women’s cricket 
team achieved a resounding 
victory at the World Cup.

Second, with regard to the 
issue of child marriages, India 
has made significant strides in 
reducing the scourge of child 
marriages in the country. 
The National Family Health 
Survey-5 data reveals that the 
number of child marriages in 
India dropped from 47.4% in 
2005-06 to 26.8% in 2015-16, 
representing a decline of 21% 
during the decade. In the past 
five years, the numbers have 
dropped further by 3.5%, 
reaching a new low of 23.3% 
in 2020-21. The credit for this 
can be attributed to a host of 
factors such as the increased 
literacy of mothers, improved 
access to education for girls, 
migration from rural areas to 
urban centres, and stringent 
laws like the Prohibition of 
Child Marriage Act, 2006, 
and the Protection of Chil-

dren from Sexual Offences 
Act, 2012, which seek to safe-
guard the rights of children. 

Third, the allegation of 
“state-sponsored terrorism 
against minorities in India” 
is categorically debunked by 
facts. The present govern-
ment’s concern for minori-
ties is evident in the trans-
formation of the ministry 
of minority affairs from a 
part-time portfolio to a full-
time ministry upon coming 
to power in 2014. Following 
this, the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment initiated comprehensive 
plans for the uplift of minori-
ties. The “Prime Minister’s 
15-Point Programme for Mi-
nority Welfare” is a significant 
initiative to ensure a propor-
tionate share of priority sec-
tor lending is directed toward 
minority communities, and 
government-sponsored 
schemes are extended to un-
derprivileged minority com-
munities. The programme is 
being implemented by con-
cerned Central Ministries 
and Departments through 
State Governments/Union 
Territories and includes the 
placement of development 
projects in minority concen-
tration districts. The govern-
ment has initiated numerous 
schemes aimed at enhancing 
the employability of boys and 
girls hailing from various mi-
nority communities through 
skill development programs. 

Fourth, regarding the sta-
tus of Dalits, their social and 

financial inclusion has been at 
the heart of the current Union 
dispensation. The govern-
ment is making strenuous 
efforts to bring the margin-
alized section into the main-
stream through schemes like 
the MUDRA yojana, which 
has provided a sustainable 
platform to the downtrodden 
sections for entrepreneurship. 
As a matter of fact, 51% of loan 
accounts under this scheme 
were sanctioned for backward 
classes in FY2021-22. The his-
torical corrections like the ab-
rogation of Articles 370 and 
35-A from Jammu & Kashmir 
to restore full citizenship 
rights for Dalits is a serious 
attempt to bring them to par 
with the rest of the citizenry.

The blatant ignorance of the 
UN, UNHRC and the munici-
pal authorities in Geneva of 
the malicious anti-India 
campaign going at a place 
where all the important of-
fices concerning human 
rights are located, has come 
at a time when India is mak-
ing its presence felt across the 
globe. It is pertinent to expose 
the hypocrites’ masquerade of 
virtue, given that on 1 April 
2022, the UN Human Rights 
Council adopted a new resolu-
tion on disinformation, which 
highlights the importance of 
combating the spread of mis-
information. 

It is worrying when peo-
ple in Geneva do not object 
to false propaganda, as this 
can lead to the spread of in-

accurate information and 
beliefs. There could be vari-
ous reasons why people in 
Geneva might not object, 
such as a lack of awareness 
or understanding of the issue 
or general apathy towards the 
truth. Whatever the reason, 
the consequences of not chal-
lenging misinformation can 
be significant, ranging from 
harmful social and political 
outcomes to a breakdown in 
trust and cooperation among 
people and institutions.

Contrary to their main 
aim of protecting and 
promoting human rights 
worldwide, the United Na-
tions (UN) and the UNHRC 
have allegedly been giving 
a carte blanche to individu-
als and groups who spread 
misinformation and false 
campaigns against India. 
Instead of providing space 
for peaceful protests and 
constructive dialogues on 
human rights issues, these 
world-level organizations 
have been allowing their 
platforms to be used by 
those who have an agenda 
of spreading falsehoods and 
propaganda. This not only 
undermines the credibility 
of these institutions but also 
hampers efforts to address 
genuine human rights con-
cerns.
Kartikey Singh is a 3rd year 
law student at the Rajiv Gandhi 
National University of Law; 
Shubham Shukla is a 5th year 
law student at RGNUL.

Setting the record straight: Exposing  
anti-India propaganda in Geneva

The occasional victories 
that come Congress’ way 
in certain states are not 
because of the Gandhis. 
These are in spite of the 
Gandhis, who do not like 
a strong leadership even 
in the states—forget 
about Delhi—lest they 
pose a challenge to the 
family. These victories 
happen because of the few 
state-level leaders still 
left in the party and the 
hard work they put in. 

opinion
SiDDharTha Dave
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Bharatiya Janata Party OBC MPs stage a protest against 
Congress leader rahul Gandhi, at Parliament house, in 
New Delhi, on Monday. aNi
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The Madras High Court 
in the case observed and 
has ordered the Law Sec-
retary of the Tamil Nadu 
government for taking 
disciplinary action against 
C Nagarajan, the Deputy 
Secretary of Law Depart-
ment, wherein allegedly 
misbehaving with the gov-
ernment pleaders inside 
court room. The bench 
headed by Justice MS Ra-
mesh in the case observed 
and has asked the Prin-
cipal Secretary to place 
Nagaraj under suspension 
from service in contem-
plation of the disciplinary 
proceedings, while calling 
the act scandalizing” and 

“lowering the authority of 
the Madras High Court.

The court observed that 
the behaviour of Mr. C. 
Nagarajan’s amounts to 
lowering and scandalizing 
the authority of the Ma-
dras High Court, as well as 
interfering and obstruct-
ing with that of the Admin-
istration of justice.

In the present case, 
Nagaraj, who was being 
assigned the duty for in-
structing the Government 
Pleaders, Nagaraj had be-
haved in an unruly man-
ner on March 23, when the 
court as per the order was 
being in recess. It has been 
alleged by him wherein 
raising his voice and has 
used unparliamentary 
words which are against 
the Government Pleaders 
in the presence of Court 
Officer and other court 
staff. Therefore, Nagaraj 

had come to court in con-
nection with a Contempt 
Petition filed.

The court in its order 
stated that the court also 
witnessed the behaviours 
of other lawyers who 
were present in court 
and was recorded in the 
court CCTV cameras also. 
Further, it has also been 
noted by the courts that 
this behaviour has been 
continued by Nagaraj even 
outside the court in the 
corridors and the same 
was also witnessed by oth-
ers including lawyers.

The court stated that 
further the course of ac-
tion, as to weather the said 
court would proceed for 
criminal contempt, the 
same would be taken up 
in the next hearing date on 
31.03.2023.

In Court

Madras HIgH Court: ordered 
aCtIon agaInst state’s deputy Law 
seCretary For CreatIng ruCkus 
InsIde Court rooM

In Court

In Court

The Supreme Court in the 
case Udayakumar v. State 
of Tamil Nadu observed 
and has recently acquit-
ted a man, wherein he was 
convicted for the offence of 
murder.

The bench comprising of 
Justice BR Gavai and Justice 
Sanjay Karol in the case ob-
served and has set aside the 
concurrent findings of guilt 
being recorded by the trial 
court and the High Court.

In the present case, the of-
fence allegedly took place 
on 22.10.2008 wherein 
the appellant Udayakumar 
murdered one, Purusho-
thaman, Udayakumar was 
allegedly hired by the other 
two accused for committing 
the murder. Thus, the high 
court in its order stated, the 
court acquitted two other 
men who were accused as 
the conspirators, who also 
sustained the conviction of 
Udayakumar.

It has also been noted by 
the Top Court that there 
being discrepancy in the 
evidence of the Prosecu-

tion Witness, wherein it has 
been claimed by them to 
have identified Udaykumar. 
Thus, it has been stated by 
PW1 that it has been identi-
fied by him that the accused 
before the judge during the 
test identification parade, 
the investigating officer 
stated that in the police sta-
tion, the first identification 
was done.

Further, the bench won-
dered that if the identity of 
the accused was already in 
the knowledge of the police 
or the witnesses, this court 
only wonder, where would 
the question of conducting 
the identification parade 
arise? The court observed 
and has reiterated that the 
entire necessity for holding 
of the investigation parade 
can arise of only when the 
accused are not previ-
ously being known to the 
witnesses. Therefore, the 
whole idea which being of 
the test identification pa-
rade is that witnesses who 
had claimed to have seen 
the culprits at the time of 
occurrence and in order to 
identify the culprits from 
the midst of other persons 

without any aid or any 
other source. The bench 
also made the reference of 
the case Heera v State of 
Rajasthan.

It has also been stated by 
the bench that the inves-
tigation parade does not 
hold much value when the 
accused identity is already 
being known to the witness.

Further, it has been held 
by the bench that if the 
theory of conspiracy was 
disbelieved and the alleged 
conspirators were acquit-
ted, there being no reason 
or basis to upheld the con-
viction of A-2, more so and 
the same being on the ba-
sis of the very same set of 
evidence as it is led by the 
prosecution, wherein prin-
cipleconspirators involved 
in the crime were acquitted.

The court in the matter 
did not find the chain of 
evidence to have been com-
pletely established nor the 
circumstances, wherein 
the court pointing towards 
the guilt of commission of 
crime by the Appellant.

Accordingly, the court set 
aside the murder convic-
tion.

The Andhra Pradesh High 
Court in the case Dasa 
Shekar v. The State of A.P. 
observed and has held that 
the Commissioner of Food 
Safety, Andhra Pradesh is 
neither being authorized 
nor having any jurisdic-
tion to issue the notification, 
wherein it prohibited the 
manufacture and sale of 
Tobacco Pan Masala with 
regards to the powers con-
ferred under Section 30(2)
(a) of the Food Safety and 
Standard Act, 2006.

The bench headed by Chief 
Justice Prashant Kumar 
Mishra and Justice D.V.S.S. 
Somayajulu in the case ob-

served and has stated that 
when the ban on Tobacco 
and on the Tobacco prod-
ucts has not been imposed 
directly by the Parliament, 
therefore, the authorities 
under the Food Safety and 
Standard Act, 2006, can-
not do so indirectly, as the 
same has not been intended 
which is to be done by the 

Parliament directly.
In the present case, the 

batch of writ petitions were 
filed, wherein challenging 
the constitutional validity 
of the notifications issued by 
the Commissioner of Food 
Safety, by invoking Section 
30(2)(a) of FSSA, 2006 thus, 
the court prohibiting the 
manufacture, storage, distri-

bution, transportation and 
sale of Gutka or Pan Masala 
which contains Tobacco 
and Nicotine as ingredients 
and chewing tobacco prod-
ucts etc and the same being 
within the meaning of Sec-
tion 3(m) and Section 3(p) 
of the Cigarettes and Other 
Tobacco Products (Prohibi-
tion of Advertisement and 
Regulation of Trade and 
Commerce, Production, 
Supply and Distribution) 
Act, 2003.

Therefore, all the writ 
petitions were being heard 
together and the court dis-
posed of by the common 
order.

The court stated that it 
is declared that the Com-
missioner of Food Safety, 
Andhra Pradesh is neither 
authorized nor having 
any jurisdiction to issue 
the impugned notification, 
wherein prohibiting the 
manufacture, storage, distri-
bution, transportation and 
sale of Gutka or Pan Masala 
which contains Tobacco and 
Nicotine as ingredients and 
Chewing Tobacco products, 
within the meaning of Sec-
tion 3(m) and Section 3(p) 
of the COTPA, 2003, in ex-
ercise of powers conferred 
under Section 30(2)(a) of 
the FSSA, 2006. Supreme Court: When Accused Is 

Already Known To Witness; Test 
Identification Parade Does Not Have 
Much Value

Andhra Pradesh High Court: State Commissioner Of Food 
Safety Has No Authority In Order To Impose Ban On Sale 
And Manufacture Of Pan Masala, Gutka 

The Supreme Court in 
the case State Bank 
of India vs Rajesh 

Agarwal observed and has 
held that the borrowers 
must be heard before their 
accounts are being qualified 
as fraud. It has also been 
held by the court that the 
principles of “audialterm 
partem” must be read into 
the Circular being issued 
by the Reserve Bank of In-
dia on the classification of 
bank accounts as the fraud 
accounts.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and Justice 

Hima Kohli in the case ob-
served and has upheld the 

judgment passed by the 
Telangana High Court in 
December 2020, wherein 
the court held the same. 
Therefore, the bench also 
set aside the judgment of 
the Gujarat High Court 
which held to the contrary. 
It has also been noted by 
the bench that the classifi-
cation of accounts as fraud 
wherein it resulted seri-
ous civil consequences for 
borrowers, amounting to 

“blacklisting” of borrowers, 
thus the borrowers must be 
granted the opportunity of 
hearing under the Master 
Directions on Fraud.

In the present case, the 

court is to give the oppor-
tunity of hearing by the 
banks to the borrowers be-
fore classifying the accounts 
of them as fraud under the 
Master Directions on Fraud. 
The said decision is to be 
made in a reasoned order 
and it cannot be presumed 
by the court that the Master 
Circular excludes the prin-
ciples of natural justice.

Further, it has been held by 
the Telangana High Court 
that the principles of audi al-
teram partem, wherein have 
to be applied before declar-
ing a party as ‘a fraudulent 
borrower’ or as the holder of 
fraudulent account’

In Court

Supreme Court: Banks Must Give Opportunity 
Of Hearing To Borrowers Before Classifying 
The Accounts Of Them As Fraud

The Gauhati High Court in the case 
Ms. BeolinKharbhih v. The State of 
Assam & 25 Ors observed and has 
imposed a cost for an amount of Rs. 
50,000/- each upon two advocates 
and who had signed the Vakalat-
nama in a frivolous litigation which 
went on for more than 6 years for a 
non-existing petitioner.

The Single judge bench headed by 
Justice Sanjay Kumar Medhi was 
hearing the matter.

It has been observed by the bench 
that the judicial process has been 
successfully taken for a ride for the 
last more than six years by institut-
ing a case and continuing the same 
by a non-existing person. The role is 
absolutely important for the counsel 
who has appeared for the non-exist-

ing petitioner as it has been accepted 
by the counsel the case of the peti-
tioner wherein the Vakalatnama is 
singed and all steps are to be taken 
from time to time on behalf of the 
non-existing petitioner.

Facts of the Case:
In the case, the petitioner, Ms. Beo-

linKharbhih, who claimed to be a 
distant relative of one Sankar Prasad 
Nath, the Ex-Deputy Superintendent 
of Police, CID, Assam.

The petitioner in the plea stated 
that the said Officer was being en-
trusted with some sensitive cases 
which involves politically influential 
persons of Assam and Meghalaya 
for which he was receiving threats 
and he was ultimately being killed 
in a hit and run case. It has also been 
claimed by the petitioner that even 
the wife of Sankar Prasad Nath died 
under “mysterious circumstances”, 

but no action was being taken de-
spite multiple representations and 
FIRs.

Further, the present writ peti-
tions were filed with as many as 26 
party respondents in the year 2016, 
which include the sitting judge of the 
Meghalaya High Court.

Therefore, it has also been found 
by the court that there being no 
specific allegation which was being 
made against the judge and had ac-
cordingly struck off his name. It has 
been revealed in the investigation 
that no person in the name of Ms. 
BeolinKharbhih (petitioner) exists.

It has also been stated in the status 
report by the Government Advocate, 
the report filed that even the CID 
could not find any clue of the exis-
tence of the petitioner after making 
an investigation by examining the 
CCTV Footage, the business prem-

ises with which the petitioner had 
claimed to be connected, the news-
paper publications were also being 
made to trace her.

It has been directed by the court 
to the counsel appearing for the pe-
titioner to secure personal appear-
ance of the petitioner. It has been 
submitted by the Advocate appear-
ing for the petitioner after taking 
further time on several occasions, 
which being before the court on 
09.03.2023, that the notice issued to 
the petitioner by the registered post 
and same got returned back with en-
dorsement that there being “no such 
person”.

Accordingly, the court in the case 
recommended to the Bar Council 
of Assam, Nagaland etc in order 
to enquire the matter and take ap-
propriate steps against the persons 
involved.

In Court

gauHatI HIgH Court IMposed Cost on two advoCates 
wHo sIgned vakaLatnaMa For non-exIstIng persons, 
reCoMMended enquIry
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I had read a couplet 
somewhere which I am 
recalling now:

Is zubaan mein haddi-
yan nahin hoti,

Par isi zubaan se had-
diyan

tudvayi jaa sakti hain!
The context is, of course, 
Rahul Gandhi. During 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, he mentioned the 
names of Lalit Modi, Ni-
rav Modi and others in 
a meeting in Karnataka, 
and asked the stunning 
question, “Why do all 
thieves have Modi as 
their surnames?” Upset 
by his remark, a gentle-
man named Purnesh 
Modi approached the 
court. Rahul Gandhi 
was charged under sec-
tions 499 and 500 of the 
Indian Criminal Code. 
During the trial, Rahul 
was found guilty and 
sentenced to two years 
in prison by the court. 
After the pronounce-
ment of sentence of 
two-year imprisonment, 
he was disqualified as 
a member of the Lok 
Sabha.

This episode has mul-
tiple dimensions. As-
sembly elections are to 
be held in Karnataka, 

Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh. It will be fol-
lowed by the Lok Sabha 
elections in 2024. In this 
background, how would 
the removal of Rahul 
Gandhi’s membership 
affect the health of Con-
gress? Will Congress be 
successful in taking the 
issue of Rahul Gandhi’s 
disqualification to the 
people’s court? Will the 
opposition grow more 
united and powerful 
as a result of this? Will 
Congress question why 
Bachchu Kadu and Sud-
hir Parve’s membership 
in Maharashtra and 
those in other parts of 
the country was not 
terminated promptly 
following their con-
viction? Several such 
questions remain un-

answered. The answers 
to these questions will 
be determined by the 
turn the current opposi-
tion takes. That is why 
I don’t feel there is any 
need to delve into these 
concerns and explore 
them now!

I believe that the is-
sue of the propriety of 
language is more rel-
evant right now. Even 
in general, when a dis-
agreement arises about 
something, it is quite 
easy for people to re-
mark that the tongue 
must have slipped, or 
that the concerned 
person also claims that 
the tongue had slipped. 
But does the tongue re-
ally slip? Or is it the out-
come of failing to think 
and grasp before speak-

ing? I still remember 
the words of my Babuji, 
veteran freedom fighter 
Jawaharlal Darda and 
my mother. Both of them 
used to say that when 
you speak, you should 
think about what you’re 
saying. What effect will 
your words have? No-
body will be hurt! Al-
most every parent teach-
es this to their children. 
Regardless, if a mistake 
is made, it is customary 
in the Indian Sanatan 
tradition to seek apol-
ogy. In Jainism, there is 
also a specific festival of 
forgiveness. However, 
only the person who 
has erred is entitled to 
forgiveness. If you say 
something intention-
ally and then apologise, 
there is no justification 

for it. As far as politics 
is concerned, special at-
tention should be given 
to the decency of the lan-
guage because followers 
of the leaders walk the 
same path as their leader. 

If the leader’s speech 
and words are of low 
quality, people who fol-
low him will automati-
cally adopt the same vo-
cabulary. When I hear 
the language used in 
politics nowadays, only 
one couplet comes to 
mind:
Aajkal kahan jaroorat 

hain
haathon mein patthar 

uthane ki,
Todne wale to zubaan 

se hi dil tod dete hain!
When we talk about 

language, it is referred 
to as parliamentary and 

polite language because 
of its decency. Politicians 
are especially required 
to keep their language 
as civil as possible. Yet 
sadly, politics has done 
the most to undermine 
the language’s decency. 
This claim is not direct-
ed at any political party, 
but there are people in 
all parties who presum-
ably do not consider the 
consequences of their 
words before speaking. 

Such distorted phrases 
are expunged from 
the proceedings of the 
House, but what about 
outside the Parliament? 
There, they attack each 
other as if they are die-
hard enemies! There 
are ideological differ-
ences in a democracy, 
but that does not justify 
using harsh adjectives 
such as killer, murderer, 
monster, merchant of 
death, poison farming, 
snake and scorpion. I’m 
expressing this for both 
the ruling and opposing 
parties. And surely, it is 
critical to remember that 
after becoming Prime 
Minister, a person is no 
longer the Prime Minis-
ter of any party but of In-
dia. Every citizen should 
respect the dignity of the 
high office.
Apart from journalism, 

I’ve been involved in 
public life for long. On 
the basis of my 18 years 
of parliamentary experi-
ence, I can say that if an 
atmosphere of purity is 
to be established in the 
country, 

language will play a 
significant part in it. 
When a person crosses 
the line in order to criti-
cise a member of another 

community or religion, 
the entire fraternity feels 
hurt. This hurts the so-
cial fabric. Even minor 
mistakes might lead to 
major consequences.

Our forefathers in 
politics understood this 
very well, which is why, 
even in the face of harsh 
criticism, they never 
abandoned the decency 
of the language. Even 
in criticism, there was a 
sense of respect. Regret-
tably, the situation is 
deteriorating. There is a 
need to be extra cautious 
in the matters of speech 
in a multifaceted, mul-
ticultural and multilin-
gual country like India. 
Keep in mind that it is 
the language that can 
transform even a bitter 
neem tablet into honey!

Kabir Das ji stated this 
for all of us a long time 
ago:
Aisi vaani boliye,
mann ka aapa khoye,
Auran ko sheetal kare,
aapahu sheetal hoye!

The author is the chair-
man, Editorial Board of 
Lokmat Media and for-
mer member of Rajya 
Sabha.

vijaydarda@lokmat.
com

IntroductIon 

rahul GandhI’s lanGuaGe & others’ bluff!

The collegium sys-
tem, which is cur-
rently adopted by 

the Indian judiciary, re-
fers to a system where the 
Chief Justice of India and 
the four senior-most judg-
es of the Supreme Court 
recommend candidates 
for judicial appointments 
to the President of India. 
The President is obliged to 
accept the recommenda-
tions and has no discretion 
in the matter. The system 
ensures that the judiciary 
has complete control 
over the appointment of 
judges to the higher judi-
ciary, and it is based on the 
principle that the judiciary 
should be independent of 
the executive.

While the collegium sys-
tem was created to ensure 
transparency and impar-
tiality in the selection of 
judges. This system has 
been a subject of debate 
and discussion for several 
years in India, with many 
calling for reform and oth-
ers defending it as neces-
sary to maintain the inde-
pendence of the judiciary. 

Revisiting the evolution 
of the Collegium System:

The collegium system 
has its roots in the first 
judges’ case in 1982, where 
the Supreme Court held 
that the executive should 
consult the Chief Justice of 
India in the appointment 
of judges to the higher 
judiciary. In the second 
judges’ case in 1993, the 
Supreme Court held that 
the opinion of the Chief 
Justice of India would 
have primacy in the ap-
pointment and transfer of 
judges to the higher judi-
ciary.

However, in 1998, the 
Supreme Court issued a 
controversial ruling in the 
third judges’ case, which 
further solidified the col-
legium system. The court 
held that the Chief Justice 
of India and a group of 
senior judges of the Su-
preme Court would have 
complete control over the 
appointment and trans-
fer of judges to the higher 
judiciary. This decision 
effectively stripped the 
executive of its role in the 
appointment and transfer 
process and gave the ju-
diciary complete control 
over the process.

Since then, there have 
been calls for reform of 
the collegium system due 
to concerns about a lack 
of transparency, account-
ability, and the concentra-
tion of power in the hands 
of a few judges. In re-
sponse to these concerns, 
the National Judicial Ap-

pointments Commission 
(NJAC) was created in 
2014, to establish a more 
transparent and account-
able system for the ap-
pointment of judges. How-
ever, in 2015, the Supreme 
Court struck down the 
NJAC, with a 4:1 majority, 
and declared it “unconsti-
tutional” and violative of 
the “basic structure of the 
constitution, effectively 
restoring the collegium 
system.

Thus, the collegium sys-
tem evolved through a se-
ries of judicial pronounce-
ments by the Supreme 
Court. While there have 
been calls for reform, the 
collegium system remains 
the dominant method of 
appointment and transfer 
of judges in India.
The Debate: Collegium vs 
Centre

The Collegium system 
has been the subject of 
much debate and contro-
versy since its establish-
ment. Critics argue that 
the system lacks transpar-
ency and accountability 
and that it gives the judi-
ciary excessive power over 
the executive in matters 
of judicial appointments. 
Another area of debate is 
the lack of diversity in the 
judiciary. The Collegium 
System has been criti-
cized for not promoting 
diversity in the judiciary, 
resulting in an under-
representation of certain 
sections of society. 

Proponents of the Col-
legium system argue that 

it is necessary to ensure 
the independence of the 
judiciary from the execu-
tive. They argue that if the 
executive were given a 
greater role in judicial ap-
pointments, it would lead 
to political interference in 
the judiciary and compro-
mise the independence of 
the judiciary.Despite its 
controversies, the Col-
legium system continues 
to be the method used for 
judicial appointments in 
India.
The Constitutional Impli-
cations of the Collegium 
System Debate

The Collegium system 
has significant constitu-
tional implications, partic-
ularly in terms of the sepa-
ration of powers between 
the judiciary and the ex-
ecutive. The Constitution 
of India provides for the 
separation of powers be-
tween the three branches 
of government - the legis-
lature, the executive, and 
the judiciary. Each branch 
is given specific powers 
and responsibilities, and 
no branch is allowed to 
encroach upon the pow-
ers of the other.

The Constitution also 
provides for the appoint-
ment of judges to the 
higher judiciary by the 
President, on the advice 
of the Council of Ministers. 
However, the Supreme 
Court has held that the 
appointment of judges is 
an essential function of 
the judiciary and that the 
executive cannot be given 

complete control over it.
The Supreme Court has 

also held that the Collegi-
um system is a necessary 
component of judicial in-
dependence and that it is 
necessary to ensure that 
the judiciary has com-
plete control over the ap-
pointment of judges to the 
higher judiciary.

However, some constitu-
tional experts have argued 
that the Collegium system 
may conflict with the basic 
structure of the Constitu-
tion, particularly the prin-
ciple of separation of pow-
ers. They argue that the 
system gives the judiciary 
excessive power over the 
executive in a matter that 
is traditionally within the 
purview of the executive.
Possible Alternatives to 
the Collegium System

Several alternative sys-
tems could be considered 
to address the limitations 
of the collegium system. 
One such system is the 
National Judicial Ap-
pointments Commission 
(NJAC), which was pro-
posed as a replacement 
for the collegium system 
in India in 2014. The 
NJAC proposed to have a 
six-member body, consist-
ing of the Chief Justice of 
India, two senior judges 
of the Supreme Court, the 
Union Law Minister, and 
two eminent persons, who 
would be appointed by a 
committee comprising the 
Chief Justice of India, the 
Prime Minister of India, 
and the Leader of the Op-

position in the Lok Sabha. 
The NJAC was intended to 
balance the independence 
of the judiciary with the 
need for accountability 
and transparency in the 
appointment of judges.
However, the NJAC was 
struck down by the Su-
preme Court of India in 
2015, and the collegium 
system was reinstated as 
the sole method for ap-
pointing judges. Since 
then, there have been on-
going debates and discus-
sions about the need for 
reform in the appointment 
and transfer of judges.
Another alternative sys-

tem that could be consid-
ered is the Independent 
Judicial Appointments 
Commiss ion  ( I JAC) , 
which was proposed by 
the Law Commission of 
India in 2018. The IJAC 
proposes a five-member 
commission, compris-
ing a retired judge of the 
Supreme Court, two emi-
nent persons appointed 
by the President of India, 
the Chief Justice of India, 
and a senior judge of the 
Supreme Court. The IJAC 
would be responsible for 
shortlisting candidates 
for judicial appointments, 
and the final selection 
would be made by the 
Chief Justice of India in 
consultation with the IJAC.

An alternate option for 
the collegium system 
could be the establishment 
of an independent judicial 
appointments commis-
sion. This commission 

could be composed of 
experts in law, academics, 
and representatives from 
the legal profession, as 
well as individuals from 
diverse backgrounds. 
The commission could be 
tasked with the responsi-
bility of selecting and ap-
pointing judges to higher 
courts, based on a trans-
parent and merit-based 
selection process.The 
selection process could 
involve a rigorous evalu-
ation of the candidate’s 
qualifications, experi-
ence, and expertise in the 
relevant areas of law. The 
commission could also 
consider feedback and 
recommendations from 
various stakeholders, in-
cluding the bar, judiciary, 
and civil society organi-
zations.An independent 
judicial appointments 
commission could help 
promote greater trans-
parency and accountabil-
ity in the appointment of 
judges, as well as ensure 
that the selection process 
is based on merit rather 
than political consider-
ations. Additionally, it 
could also help diversify 
the judiciary by encour-
aging applications from 
underrepresented groups 
and ensuring that the se-
lection process is fair and 
inclusive.

Ultimately, any new 
system will need to strike 
a balance between pre-
serving the independence 
of the judiciary and en-
suring transparency and 

accountability in the ap-
pointment process. 

Conclusion:
In conclusion, The Col-

legium System is a critical 
feature of India’s judicia-
ry, ensuring some degree 
of independence and au-
tonomy to the judiciary, 
it is also criticized for its 
lack of transparency and 
accountability. Alterna-
tives to the Collegium Sys-
tem have been proposed, 
but they too have their 
own flaws and limitations.

The debate over the 
Collegium System and 
its alternatives raises 
important constitutional 
implications for India’s 
democracy and the rule 
of law. The principle of 
separation of powers re-
quires that the executive, 
legislature, and judiciary 
operate independently 
of each other. Finding a 
balance between judicial 
independence and ac-
countability is crucial in 
ensuring that the judicia-
ry is fair and transparent.
As India continues to 

grapple with this issue, 
it is clear that there is no 
easy solution to the chal-
lenges posed by the Colle-
gium System.

 However, there is a need 
to re-examine the cur-
rent system and explore 
alternative mechanisms 
that can address the flaws 
and limitations of the 
Collegium System while 
upholding the principles 
of independence and ac-
countability.

In the court

DECODING COLLEGIUM SYSTEM: The Debate, its 
Constitutional Implications, and the Possible Alternatives

Vijay DarDa

ritansha Laxmi

The sentencing of Rahul Gandhi has once again brought the 
critical issue of propriety of language to spotlight

Rahul Gandhi could never have thought that a remark he made 
during an election campaign would turn out to be a disaster for 
him, and that he will be punished and also lose the Lok Sabha 
membership! That is why it is critical that we exercise restraint while 
speaking. Criticism is an essential instrument in a democracy, but 
it is equally critical to weigh your words before uttering them!



Ukraine’s government on Sunday called for an emergency 
meeting of the UN Security Council to “counter the Kremlin’s 
nuclear blackmail” after Russian President Vladimir Putin 
revealed plans to station tactical atomic weapons in Belarus.

 One Ukrainian official said Russia “took Belarus as a nu-
clear hostage.”

Further heightening tensions, an explosion deep inside 
Russia wounded three people on Sunday. Russian authori-
ties blamed a Ukrainian drone for the blast, which damaged 
residential buildings in a town just 175 kilometers (110 miles) 
south of Moscow.

Russia has said the plan to station tactical nuclear weapons 
in Belarus comes in response to the West’s increasing mili-
tary support for Ukraine. Putin announced the plan in a TV 
interview that aired Saturday, saying it was triggered by a 
UK decision this past week to provide Ukraine with armour-
piercing rounds containing depleted uranium.

Putin argued that by deploying its tactical nuclear weapons 
in Belarus, Russia was following the lead of the United States. 
He noted that Washington has nuclear weapons based in Bel-
gium, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and Turkey.

 “We are doing what they have been doing for decades, sta-
tioning them in certain allied countries, preparing the launch 
platforms and training their crews,” he said.
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SURETY CLEARANCE

AfTER pRoTESTS

Pakistan court grants 
Imran Khan interim 
bail in seven cases 

Netanyahu expected 
to freeze judicial 
reform legislation

Islamabad High Court has 
granted bail to Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief Imran 
Khan in seven cases registered 
against him in the wake of 
March 18 clashes at Federal 
Judicial Complex (FJC), Dawn 
reported.

The PTI chief, in the peti-
tions filed in the IHC on Mon-
day, sought protective bail in 
seven cases registered against 
him at Golra, Bara Kahu, 
Ramna, Khanna, and CTD 
police stations. The cases are 
connected to the violence that 
occurred on March 18 outside the Federal Court Complex, 
where Imran had testified in the Toshakhana case.

The former premier’s petition was considered by a two-per-
son IHC division bench constituting IHC President Justice 
Aamer Farooq and Judge Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb.

Imran Khan would experience “irreparable loss” if he 
were detained, according to the pleas, which were submit-
ted through Lawyer Salman Safdar.

They added, “Furthermore, being head of the single larg-
est political party, there is an apprehension that his political 
adversaries and opponents would be able to further their 
nefarious designs and political ambitions if pre-arrest bail is 
not granted to the petitioner.”

A video posted to PTI’s official Twitter account shows the 
party’s leader approaching the courthouse as a huge contin-
gent of Islamabad police surrounded his car, according to 
Dawn.

Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is expect-
ed to announce that he’s freezing legislation on judi-
cial reform in a statement on Monday after President 
Isaac Herzog called on the coalition to stop the legisla-
tion of the judicial reform on Monday morning after a 
night of major protests, The Jerusalem Post reported. 
“Tonight we saw some very difficult scenes. I’m turning to 
the prime minister, the government and the members of the 
coalition. The emotions are difficult and painful. Deep anxiety 
is engulfing the people. The security, the economy, the society 
- everything is threatened. The eyes of all the people of Israel 
are turned to you,” President Isaac Herzog said. “For the sake 
of the unity of the people of Israel, for the sake of responsi-
bility, I am calling on you (PM Benjamin Netanyahu) to stop 
legislation immediately. I turn to all the party leaders in the 
Knesset, coalition and opposition as one, put the citizens of 
the nation above all else and behave responsibly and bravely 
without further delay,” he added.

The Religious Zionist party said in a statement, “After a lot 
of debate, our position is that we must not stop the legislation 
in any way. Stopping the legislation is a surrender to violence, 
anarchy, refusing orders and tyranny of the minority. We 
were willing to talk, compromise and agree the whole time 
but not under threat of a revolution on Israeli democracy.” 
National Security Minister and Otmza Yehudit leader MK Ita-
mar Ben-Gvir threatened on Monday to quit the government 
if the judicial reform legislation freezes, according to reports 
by KAN and Channel 12 News, The Jerusalem Post reported. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met with coalition party 
leaders on Monday morning in order to decide whether or 
not to push forwards with the controversial bill to remake 
the Judicial Appointments Committee, which passed in the 
Knesset Constitution Committee on Monday morning and is 
now ready to be brought to the Knesset plenum for its second 
and third reading, The Jerusalem Post reported.

No r t h  At l a n t i c 
Treaty Organiza-
tion, on Sunday, 

condemned Russia’s Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin for 
his “dangerous and irre-
sponsible” nuclear rheto-
ric, a day after Moscow 
announced it will deploy 
tactical nuclear weap-
ons in Belarus, reported 
Reuters.”Russia’s refer-
ence to NATO’s nuclear 
sharing is totally mislead-
ing.

NATO allies act with full 
respect of their interna-
tional commitments,” a 
NATO spokesperson said 
in emailed comments to 
Reuters on Sunday. 

“Russia has consistently 

broken its arms control 
commitments, most re-
cently suspending its 
participation in the New 
START Treaty,” the un-
named spokesperson add-
ed, according to Reuters.

Earlier, on Saturday, Pu-
tin announced that they 
will deploy its tactical nu-

clear weapons in Belarus, 
just as the United States 
has been doing on the ter-
ritories of its NATO allies.
Although the move was 
not unexpected, it is one of 
Russia’s most pronounced 
nuclear signals since the 
beginning of its invasion 
of Ukraine 13 months ago, 

and Ukraine called for a 
meeting of the UN Secu-
rity Council in response.

According to Russia’s 
TASS News Agency, Rus-
sia, at the request of the 
Belarusian side, will de-
ploy its tactical nuclear 
weapons in Belarus.

Earlier, President of 
Belarus Alexander Lu-
kashenko, in response to 
the UK’s plans to supply 
depleted uranium shells 
to Ukraine, said that Rus-
sia would supply Belarus 
“ammunition with real 
uranium.”

“As for our negotiations 
with Alexander Grigoriev-
ich Lukashenko... The 
reason (for the statements 
of the Belarusian leader - 
TASS) was the statement 
by the British Minister 

of State for Defense [An-
nabel Goldie] that they 
were going to supply 
shells with depleted ura-
nium to Ukraine, which is 
somehow connected with 
nuclear technology,” Putin 
said.

Russian President said 
“The United States has 
been doing this for de-
cades. They placed their 
tactical nuclear weapons 
on the territories of their 
allied countries, NATO 
countries,  in Europe 
a long time ago. In six 
states - these are the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany, 
Turkey, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Italy and Greece - 
well, in Greece there aren’t 
[tactical nuclear weapons] 
now, but there is a storage 
facility”.

‘iRRESpoNSibLE ACT’

NATo fLAYS RUSSiA ovER NUCLEAR 
wEApoNS dEpLoYmENT iN bELARUS
TDG NETWORK
BRUSSELS

NATO condemned Russia’s President Vladimir Putin for his 
‘dangerous and irresponsible’ nuclear rhetoric.

Imran Khan would experience 
‘irreparable loss’ if he were 
detained, according to the 
pleas, which were submitted 
through Lawyer Salman 
Safdar.

‘kREmLiN’S bLACkmAiL’

Ukraine demands 
emergency UN 
meet over Putin’s 
nuclear plan

pRovoCATioN

NoRTh koREA fiRES Two ShoRT-RANgE 
bALLiSTiC miSSiLES TowARdS EAST SEA

North Korea fired a ballis-
tic missile toward the East 
Sea on Monday, Yonhap 
news agency reported cit-
ing South Korea’s military. 
The development has also 
been confirmed by the Japa-
nese Prime Minister’s office. 
Japan PM’s office in a tweet 
said, “North Korea has 
launched a suspected bal-
listic missile. More updates 
to follow.” South Korea’s 
Joint Chiefs of Staff said the 
military is analyzing related 
details, including the mis-
sile’s flight distance and apo-
gee, as per the news report. 
North Korea’s ballistic missile 
launch comes at a time when 
Pyongyang has strongly 
protested the Ssangyong 
amphibious landing exer-
cise of South Korea and the 
United States that started last 
week, according to a Yonhap 
news agency report. The 
US-South Korea drills are 
scheduled to end on April 3. 
Last week, North Korea tested 
a new underwater nuclear-

capable attack drone, Al 
Jazeera reported citing the 
country’s state news agency 
KCNA said on Friday. Sig-
nificantly, the drone oper-
ated continuously for 59 
hours underwater before 
being destroyed as part of a 
drill to intimidate the US and 
South Korean armed forces. 
The North Korean military 
deployed and test-fired the 
new weapons system this 
week during a military drill 
directed by Kim Jong Un, 
with the aim to determine if it 
could produce a deadly blast 

and wave on a “super-scale.” 
The drone was placed in 

the water off South Ham-
gyong province on Tuesday 
and cruised underwater for 
59 hours and 12 minutes, at 
a depth of some 80 to 150 
metres, before detonating 
in waters off its east coast 
on Thursday, Al Jazeera re-
ported citing the news agency. 
However, the South Korean 
news agency, Yonhap said 
that the drone’s final target 
point was a mock enemy port 
set up in the waters of Hong-
won Bay, Al Jazeera reported. 

boRdER CRoSSiNgS

‘Trudeau, Biden are missing 
the bigger picture about 
migrant border crossings’

When Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
and United States President 
Joe Biden announced unof-
ficial border crossings were 
no longer exempt from the 
Safe Third Country Agree-
ment — meaning migrants 
could be turned away — 
news reports documented 
the surprise and dismay of 
those who arrived at Rox-
ham Road in Québec, a few 
hours past the deadline of 
midnight, March 25, 2023.

Migrants who crossed 
just hours before the new 
measures took effect, on 
the other hand, expressed 
relief to the media that 
they made it into Canada in 
time.

The media attention on 
these most recent attempts 
to cross the Canada-US 
border helps the public un-
derstand what otherwise 
too often takes place on iso-
lated rural roads and with 

little accountability. 
 They are intimately con-

nected to global political in-
stability, economic equities, 
exploitation and the endur-
ing question of a state’s ca-
pacity to be humanitarian 
when it is also in the busi-
ness of managing migra-
tion.The need to see beyond 
the immediate crossing 
point is urgent and neces-
sary, because the modi-
fied Safe Third Country 
Agreement is not the end 
of the story.Raising public 
awareness about the issues 
surrounding migration has 
been a critical part of civil 
society activism on refugee 
issues in recent years.

It was a cornerstone of 
the 1980s sanctuary move-
ment, when there were 
animated debates about the 
nature of responsibilities 
to refugees in the United 
States and, to some extent, 
in Canada.In March 1982, 
the Southside Presbyterian 
Church in Tucson, Ariz., 
alongside five churches 

from the San Francisco 
Bay area, declared them-
selves public sanctuaries 
for migrants from Central 
America who were fleeing 
civil wars and political per-
secution.

The Ronald Reagan ad-
ministration, which funded 
guerrilla movements in 
Nicaragua, Guatemala and 
El Salvador, had made it 
difficult for people to file 
asylum claims — and the 
few that were heard were 
disproportionately refused.
As civil society activists be-
gan to educate themselves 
about what was going on in 
Central America, they rec-
ognised that US foreign pol-
icy was contributing to the 
conflicts that were fuelling 
migration.They connected 
the dots and argued that the 
US government’s failure to 
address asylum claims from 
Central Americans in a fair 
and just manner was part of 
a larger strategy of refusing 
responsibility for the tumult 
in the region.

oNgoiNg ATRoCiTiES

mYANmAR’S JUNTA ShowCASE gRANd diSpLAY 
of foRCES AfTER U.S. SANCTioNS

In a grand display of forces, 
Myanmar’s military Junta 
showcased a grand display of 
forces soon after the United 
States imposed sanctions 
on the ruling military for 
the current situation of the 
country, CNN reported.

The latest sanctions im-
posed by the United States 
on the country’s military re-
gime and crony businesses 
target jet fuel for Myanmar’s 
armed forces. According 
to CNN, the US Treasury 
Department announced on 
Friday that it had sanctioned 
two people and six entities 
linked to Myanmar’s mili-
tary for enabling the regime’s 
ongoing atrocities.

The display of forces on 
Monday marked the third 
time the military, also known 
as the Tatmadaw, has cel-
ebrated Armed Forces Day 
since overthrowing Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s democrati-

cally elected government. 
She has since been sentenced 
to 33 years in prison in secre-
tive trials that her lawyers 
claim are politically moti-
vated.

Citing a video from state 
media, CNN reported that 
Myanmar’s Junta displayed 
not only forces but several 
types of equipment includ-
ing tanks as well as rocket 
launchers.The country has 
notably been torn apart by 
violence and economic pa-
ralysis in the two years since 
the coup.

The junta has cracked 
down on anti-coup protest-
ers, arrested journalists and 
political prisoners, and ex-
ecuted several prominent 
pro-democracy activists, 
prompting condemnation 
from the United Nations and 
human rights organisations. 
Myanmar has been mired in 
political violence since mili-
tary leader Min Aung Hlaing 
seized power in a 2021 coup 
that upturned any hope the 

Southeast Asian nation of 
55 million people would be-
come a functioning democ-
racy.

The coup was followed by 
a brutal military crackdown 
against pro-democracy pro-
testers that saw civilians 
shot in the street, abducted 
in nighttime raids and alleg-
edly tortured in detention.

The coup has also resulted 
in a surge in fighting be-
tween the military and a 

raft of resistance groups al-
lied with long-established 
ethnic militias in a country 
that has been plagued for 
decades by insurgencies. 
Resistance groups have re-
peatedly accused Myanmar’s 
military of carrying out mass 
killings, air strikes and war 
crimes against civilians in 
the regions where fighting 
has raged, charges the junta 
repeatedly denies—despite 
a growing body of evidence. 

top of the day

ExpLoSioN NEAR 
AfghANiSTAN’S 
foREigN miNiSTRY 
kiLLS Two
KABUL: At least two 
persons were killed and 12 
others have been injured 
in a heavy blast near 
Afghanistan’s Foreign 
Ministry in downtown 
Kabul on Monday, accord-
ing to a hospital run by 
an Italian NGO, reported 
Al Jazeera.”We received 
some patients,” said 
Stefano Sozza of Ital-
ian NGO Emergency.A 
tweet from the NGO said 
at least one child was 
among the injured in the 
incident that took place 
near the foreign ministry.
Afghanistan-based Tolo 
News also tweeted, “A 
blast happened on Foreign 
Ministry’s road near the 
Daudzai Trade Center 
in downtown Kabul this 
afternoon, eyewitnesses 
said, describing it as a 
heavy explosion.”However, 
Taliban officials have 
not commented on the 
incident yet.

food pRiCES 
CoNTiNUE To SoAR 
iN pAkiSTAN
PESHAWAR: Food prices 
in Pakistan continue to 
soar as the South Asian 
country is under a massive 
grip of economic crisis. 
The prices have skyrock-
eted amid the ongoing 
month of Ramzan, Geo 
News reported. According 
to a vendor, the price of 
chicken has increased to 
PKR 350 per kg, and the 
price of rice has increased 
by PKR 70 per kg to PKR 
335 per kg. During a visit 
to markets in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa’s (KP) capital 
city to check and compare 
edibles prices with those 
issued by the district 
administration, it was 
discovered that food prices 
have surged in the holy 
month, as per the report 
by Geo News.In a separate 
statement, another vendor 
said that fruit prices have 
also risen over the last 
month. Sweet oranges 
cost PKR 440 per dozen, 
oranges cost PKR 400 per 
dozen, bananas cost PKR 
300 per dozen, pomegran-
ate costs PKR 400, Iranian 
apple costs PKR 340 per 
kg, Kohati guava costs 
PKR 350, and strawberries 
cost PKR 280 per kg.

bERLiN CLimATE 
pRopoSAL fAiLS 
To gET ENoUgh 
‘YES’ voTES
BERLIN: A 26 March 
referendum in Berlin that 
would have forced the city 
to ramp up its climate 
goals failed because there 
weren’t enough votes in 
favour of the proposal, 
the German news agency 
dpa reported. After about 
98 per cent of the votes 
had been counted, the 
supporters of the proposal 
were just ahead of the op-
ponents of such a change 
in the law, according to 
an announcement by 
the city-state’s election 
administration. That result 
only met one requirement 
for a successful proposal. 
The second requirement, 
a quorum of at least 25% 
of eligible voters, was not 
met. Shortly before end 
of the count, there were 
423,000 votes in favour and 
405,000 votes against. The 
quorum for a successful 
referendum would have 
been 608,000 votes. The 
referendum had called for 
Berlin to become climate 
neutral by 2030.
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•   August 20, 1998 - North Korea launched a ballistic mis-
sile, the Taepodong-1

•   March 2014-North Korea fired dozens of short-range 
rockets & ballistic missiles , in response to US-S.korea 
military exercise.

•   August 2015- North Korea fired a missile from a sub-
marine towards the Sea of Japan

•   February 2016- North Korea launched a long-range 
rocket

•   July and August 2019- North Korea conducted several 
missile tests, including short-range ballistic missiles

•   March 2022- North Korea fired two short-range bal-
listic missiles into the sea off its east coast.

NoRTh koREA’S miSSiLE  LAUNChES

The latest sanctions imposed by the United States on the 
country’s military regime and crony businesses target jet fuel 
for Myanmar’s armed forces.
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Building on the trend and goal of 
exporting the Chinese governance 
model. Xi spoke of building “a bal-
anced, effective and sustainable 
security architecture”. Six months 
later, the GSI (Global Security Initia-
tive) still remains shrouded in secre-
cy, with few concrete details made 
public. Yet it has made its way into 
the Chinese diplomatic language re-
peatedly since inception, hinting at 
the grander strategic intent behind 
the venture. As Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida pledges to 
strengthen Japan’s naval and mili-
tary capabilities, debate within the 
country on its pacifist constitution 
is taking on a critical hue. 

This is evident in Tokyo’s re-
cent announcement of its unprec-
edented USD 320 billion military 
build-ups that would equip it with 
missiles capable of striking China 
and prepare it for a protracted 
conflict, Tokyo Review reported. 
Concurrently, a key tenet of its 
updated national security strat-
egy (NSS), released on December 
16, 2022, is the understanding that 
China is an “Unprecedented and the 
greatest strategic challenge in ensur-
ing the peace and security of Japan”. 
Based on these developments in Ja-

pan, the United States has bolstered 
its alliance with Tokyo, aiming to 
transform Japan into a potent mili-
tary power to help counterbalance 
China. 

Amidst such recognition, China’s 
GSI spells trouble for Japan and 
India. The initiative’s active imple-
mentation, possibly in the coming 
year, will attempt to create a China-
led security model and architecture, 
therein threatening the regional 
power identity of Japan in Asia and 
its sovereign interests in the mari-
time domain, Tokyo Review report-
ed. 

The GSI has not yet evolved into 
an implementable venture, but a 
growing mention of the initiative in 

China shows that it is poised to soon 
be released. It remains to be seen 
whether the GSI would adhere to 
a Quad-like model of dialogue en-
gagement or be more framed as a 
security pact/alliance. 

The GSI concept with the theme 
of indivisible security is an effort to 
oppose US actions and derives from 
its growing concerns over an “Asian 
NATO”. 

Xi has stated he wants to proj-
ect the idea of sustaining “true 
multilateralism” through the 
GSI, as opposed to the US’ “ze-
ro-sum game and ‘bloc politics’. 
This sets the stage for GSI to be 
merged with China’s Himalayan 
Quad and existing alliances. It can 

be expected that the GSI would 
court countries like North Korea 
and Russia to join the Initiative 
which plans to look at “tradition-
al and non-traditional security 
threats” as well as “frontiers such 
as the deep sea, polar regions, outer 
space and the Internet”, Tokyo Re-
view reported.

Kishida, who has helmed Japan’s 
hardline response to Russia in sup-
port of Ukraine, must view the con-
cept keeping its strategic usages in 
mind. Japan’s Seikei Bunri has been 
stretched to its limits, having had to 
manoeuvre economic ties with Chi-
na around its incursion activities. 
A Chinese foreign power push 
via the GSI focusing on building 
new security architectures will 
only further threaten Japanese na-
tional interests and regional power 
balance as it emerges as a dedi-
cated Chinese counter to growing 
democratic countries-led minilat-
eral security arrangements such 
as Quad, AUKUS and trilaterals 
like Japan-America-India (JAI). 
Hence, under the banner of indi-
visible security, the GSI can be fur-
ther used as a nationally approved 
method, much like China’s Land 
Border Law (LBL) and Coast Guard 
Law (CGL), of flouting international 
rules-based norms.

SAFETY ISSUES

China’s security architecture raises 
concerns for Japan

The UN Security Council on Monday will 
vote on a Russian-Chinese draft resolution 
on an international investigation into the 
sabotage of the Nord Stream 1 and Nord 
Stream 2 pipelines. The text of the draft 
proposes UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres establish an international inde-
pendent commission to conduct a compre-
hensive, transparent, and impartial inves-
tigation of all aspects of the act of sabotage 
on the Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 gas 
pipelines, including identifying the perpe-
trators, sponsors, organizers, and their ac-
complices. Guterres is expected to appoint 
experts to this commission. If the resolution 
is passed, he must make recommendations 
for its establishment within 30 days. The 
document also encourages countries con-
ducting their own investigations to fully 
collaborate with the commission and share 
information with it. The document urges 
these nations to share information with 
other interested parties as well,. Russia pre-
pared the first version of the Nord Stream 
resolution at the end of February but did not 
immediately bring it to a vote, instead invit-

ing Security Council members to discuss the 
document. Three sets of consultations have 
been held since. A resolution must be backed 
by at least nine Security Council members in 
order to be adopted. Any of the permanent 
members may veto it, but only if the neces-
sary number of votes is obtained to pass the 
document. If the resolution receives eight 
votes and the United States votes against 
it, it means that the veto was not used. 
However, if the document receives nine or 
more votes, voting against it will result in the 
use of veto power. “It’s not about the number 
of votes; it’s about the way they vote,” ac-
cording to Vasily Nebenzya, Russia’s Perma-
nent Representative to the United Nations. 
Previously, Western countries claimed that 
Russia was isolated and did not have the 
Security Council’s support, because it op-
poses the UN Security Council’s initiatives 
on Ukraine, while the rest of the Council’s 
members either back it or abstain. The draft 
resolution was earlier co-sponsored by Chi-
na. Other permanent members of the Secu-
rity Council, including the United Kingdom, 
the United States, and France, are unlikely 
to back it and may vote against or abstain in 
order to avoid being accused of obstructing 
Security Council work. 

PIPELINE VANDALIZED

UNSC set to vote on 
resolution on Nord Stream 
sabotage investigation

MIDDLE EAST PoLITIcS

RAcIAL DIScRIMINATIoN

AFTER IRAN, SAUDI ARAbIA SET  
To RE-ESTAbLISh TIES wITh SYRIA

Black kids six times likelier to be  
strip-searched, says UK report

March has been 
a month full of 
surprises in the 

Middle East, as after the 
shock created by the an-
nouncement that the for-
merly implacable arch-rivals 
Saudi Arabia and Iran have 
agreed to restore diplomatic 
relations, the Reuters news 
agency reported on Thurs-
day that Saudi Arabia and 
Syria agreed to reopen their 
embassies, after the Muslim 
holiday of Eid-al-Fitr (21-22 
April). 

This means that Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad, 
who has been shunned by 
Arab leaders, due to the 
crimes perpetrated by his re-
gime against Syrian citizens, 
is now expected to be wel-
comed back to the fold and 
we may soon see him taking 
part in Arab summits and 
the Arab League from which 
he was suspended in 2011. A 
few days ago, Saudi Foreign 

Minister Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan Al Saud had hinted 
that the suspension of Syria 
from the Arab League could 
be lifted but hastened to add 
that it was too early to dis-
cuss this possibility, as the 
matter could be examined 
during the forthcoming 
meeting of the Arab League 
in Saudi Arabia in April.

Syria was suspended from 
the Arab League in No-
vember 2011, at the time of 

the Arab Spring, when the 
Syrian regime killed about 
5,000 protesters and oppo-
nents. In the next ten years of 
the civil war that broke out in 
the country, various domes-
tic and foreign forces were 
fighting the government and 
often each other, resulting in 
more than 600,000 deaths. 
The Bashar al-Assad regime 
has committed repeated and 
massive violations of human 
rights and on some occasions 

used chemical weapons. 
Most Arab countries im-
posed travel bans on senior 
officials of the regime and 
other sanctions, including 
limitation of investments 
and dealings with the Cen-
tral Bank of Syria. The only 
Arab governments that re-
fused to apply any sanctions 
on the Syrian regime were 
those of Iraq, Yemen and 
Lebanon, where Iran - the 
ally of Hafez al-Assad - exer-
cises great influence.

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, speak-
ing before the UN General 
Assembly last year, said that 
the Syrian government was 
responsible “for massive 
violations of human rights 
and international humani-
tarian law” and added that 
“the perpetrators of these 
crimes and the use of chemi-
cal weapons against civilians 
must be held to account.”, 
Although at the beginning 
of the war, it seemed that the 
Assad regime will collapse, 

the intervention of Iran and 
mainly Russia, which has 
been carrying out airstrikes 
and ground operations in 
Syria, changed the whole 
picture and now it has be-
come apparent that the re-
gime will not be defeated. 
It should be noted that Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar sided with 
some of the rebels, while 
Turkey fought Islamic State 
(ISIL), the Kurdish-Arab 
SDF and the Syrian Army 
and currently occupies large 
swathes of land in north-
western Syria. 

The United States fought 
the ISIL terrorists and some-
times the pro-government 
forces in Syria.

A growing realization that 
the Damascus regime has 
prevailed, compounded by 
fatigue with the war, has led 
several Arab governments 
make second thoughts about 
the war in Syria and decide 
that it is in their national 
interest to restore relations 
with the Assad regime. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran recently reached a China-brokered 
agreement to revive diplomatic ties despite years of acrimony.

Chinese President Xi Jinping with his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin. It can 
be expected that China’s Global Security Initiative would court countries like  
Russia and North Korea to join the Initiative.

Black children in England and 
Wales were six times more likely to 
be strip-searched by police, accord-
ing to a report being released Mon-
day that found children were failed 
by those sworn to protect them, 
Children’s Commissioner Rachel 
de Souza found nearly 3,000 
children were strip-searched be-
tween 2018 and mid-2022 and 
more than half the searches were 
conducted without an appropri-
ate adult present. The investiga-
tion was launched after a Black 
15-year-old girl suspected of hav-
ing marijuana was strip-searched 
at a London school in 2020 by two 
female officers without another 
adult present. The girl, identified 
as “Child Q,” was menstruating 
and no drugs were found. A previ-
ous report said racism was a likely 
factor for the humiliating search. 
“The bravery of a girl to speak up 

about a traumatic thing that hap-
pened to her” led to the report that 
found “widespread noncompli-
ance” of safeguards and evidence 
of a “deeply concerning practice,” 
de Souza said. 

The findings follow a scathing 
report last week that found the 
public had lost confidence in Lon-
don’s Metropolitan Police and that 
the force was plagued with insti-
tutional racism, misogyny and 
homophobia and didn’t do enough 
to remove bad officers. That report 
was commissioned after an officer 
raped and killed a young woman. 
The new report said children as 
young as 8 were being searched 
in places that were often inappro-
priate, such as amusement parks 
or vehicles and sometimes even 
within public view. In some cases, 
at least one officer present was of a 
gender different than the child be-
ing searched.

More than a third of the 2,847 
searches were of Black children, 

making them more than six times 
more likely to be searched based 
on population figures, the report 
said. White children were about 
half as likely to be searched, De 
Souza called the disparity “ut-
terly unacceptable.” The Runny-
mede Trust, a race equality think 
tank, said the findings were “even 
harder to absorb” than the report 

about the Metropolitan Police, 
which has faced critical reports 
in the past. The trust called for 
removing police from schools and 
revoking their authority to strip-
search children. “Officers are of-
ten unable to justify the necessity 
of strip-searching, nor can they 
report on the safeguarding impact 
on the child concerned,” the group 

said. “Quite the contrary. It also 
confirms that our policing crisis 
is not just confined to London, it 
is national.” De Souza said strip-
searches can be necessary but there 
need to be “robust safeguards” to 
protect children, Among her 17 
recommendations, she called on 
the Home Office to review legisla-
tion and policy for searches and 
make specific changes to police 
and criminal evidence codes. A 
spokesperson said the Home Of-
fice takes safeguarding children 
extremely seriously, “Strip-search 
is one of the most intrusive powers 
available to the police,” the spokes-
person said. “No one should be 
subject to strip-search on the basis 
of race or ethnicity and safeguards 
exist to prevent this.” De Souza 
also called on the National Police 
Chief’s Council to publish a plan 
to reform child searches, Chief 
Constable Craig Guildford said the 
council welcomed the scrutiny and 
would consider the findings.

As a deadly tornado tore through the lower 
Mississippi Delta, the Rev. Mary Stewart 
clung to a door in the hallway of her Roll-
ing Fork home, shielding herself from the 
branches and chunks of debris that came 
flying through her shattered windows. Fri-
day’s storm flattened entire town blocks, 
but the Rolling Fork Methodist Church 
withstood the high winds. And so the first 
Sunday after the twister commenced just 
like any other Sunday — with congregants 
reaffirming their faith and finding solace 
together. At least 25 people were killed and 
dozens were injured late Friday in Missis-
sippi as the storm ripped through one of the 
poorest regions in the country, carving out 
a swath of destruction. Elsewhere, a man 
was killed in neighboring Alabama after 
his trailer home flipped over several times, 
Their homes rendered unlivable, many 
Rolling Fork residents flocked Sunday to the 
network of churches dotting the landscape. 
It is a close-knit farming community bound 
by intergenerational ties of family and faith 
that form the social fabric of this rural South-
ern town of about 2,000. Wayne Williams, 
55, teaches construction skills at a vocational 
center. He was working with others Sunday 
to clean up some relatively minor damage at 
the building. Across the street, a large metal 
building that had been a community center 
was ripped apart by the tornado. 

“It’s going to be a long road to recovery, to 
rebuild and get over all the devastation,” Wil-
liams said of his community. “With God in 
the mix, we will recover.”

For Rolling Fork, a rebuilding process 
now awaits unlike any the town has faced 
before. But Friday’s tornado wasn’t the first 
time residents have had their lives upended 
by the elements. In 2019, the worst flooding 
since 1973 drove some from their homes. 
Religion is a central way residents of the 
Delta cope with an unpredictable climate 
and entrenched poverty. Founded nearly 
135 years ago, the Rolling Fork Methodist 
Church has long been a source of support 
and resilience in hard times, its members 
said. Since the church building was without 
power Sunday morning, roughly two dozen 
worshipers gathered on its historic steps and 
bowed their heads while Stewart delivered a 
short sermon. “We’re grateful, Lord, that you 
brought us through this storm.

Elsewhere, President Joe Biden issued an 
emergency declaration for Mississippi early 
Sunday, making federal funding available to 
the hardest hit areas, Based on early data, the 
tornado received a preliminary EF-4 rating, 
with top wind gusts between 166 mph and 
200 mph (265 kph and 320 kph).

cATASTRoPhE AID

Churches provide solace in 
tornado-ravaged Mississippi Delta
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REScUE AcT

FIRST-cITIZENS bANk 
SET To AcqUIRE 
SILIcoN VALLEY bANk

The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. has agreed on the 
sale of troubled Silicon Valley Bank to North Carolina-
based First-Citizens Bank & Trust Co. The sale involves 
the sale of all deposits and loans of SVB to First-Citizens, 
the FDIC said in a statement late on Sunday. The collapse 
of Silicon Valley Bank rattled the banking industry and 
led the FDIC and other regulators to act to protect de-
positors to prevent wider financial turmoil, SVB was the 
largest bank to fail since the 2008 financial crisis when 
California regulators closed the bank on March 10, spark-
ing massive market disruption and heightening stresses 
across the banking sector globally.

Under the deal, unit First–Citizens Bank & Trust Com-
pany will assume SVB assets of $110 billion, deposits of 
$56 billion and loans of $72 billion.

“Prudent risk management approach will continue 
to protect customers and stockholders through all eco-
nomic cycles and market conditions,” the statement said.

The bank, based in Santa Clara, California, failed on 
March 10 after depositors rushed to withdraw money 
amid fears about the bank’s health. It was the second-
largest bank collapse in US history.
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Actor 
Ram 

Charan 
poses 

for a 
picture 

with his 
dog, on 
his 38th 

birthday.
ANI Photo

picture perfect

This was the 
toughest 
competition in my 
boxing career. I had 
6 bouts and each 
and every opponent 
was tough but at 
the end I won the 
gold medal which 
makes me very 
happy.
— Nikhat ZareeN

BrAiN-picKiNG

said after winning the gold. 

There are close to 4 doz-
en Literature festivals 
and counting, organ-

ised across India. All festivals 
write in for top writers and 
Publishers very smartly bal-
ance their lists out plugging 
in writers in all.

Having had the opportu-
nity to observe almost all of 
them from close quarters 
right from their start, there 
are tremendous insights one 
can gain to understand what 
works and what is lacking in 
these. While a few have creat-
ed a brand presence stronger 
than others that allows them 
to have better access to funds, 
sponsors, visibility and inter-
national writers but it’s only a 
handful that make some seri-
ous money and some sense.

This year almost all festivals 
celebrated writing by being 
back in their physical for-
mats, with a bang and while 
for a regional reader and bib-
liophile it all worked well, for 
a marketer a critical analysis 
is what I present below. 

The key problem areas 
that need to be addressed 
urgently:

1. Lacking lustre: Some 
of the biggest festivals were 
boring. They lacked anything 
fresh. Festivals as a product 
will be profitable if they 
create news. A grand event 
should also be about generat-
ing new ideas, new conversa-
tions and most of all creating 
new heroes.

2. Lacking Liveliness: 
Festivals are lively with the 
audience but more with an 
engaged audience. Many 
festivals didn’t have enough 
audience. In some places the 
audience couldn’t meet and 
interact with writers. While 
I love the idea of writers turn-
ing into celebrities (and duly 
so) but inaccessibility is the 
first step towards losing your 
readers in future.

3. The problem of excess: 
Some literature festivals saw 
more people on the stage than 
in the audience. And others 
saw the same faces talking on 
the same topic in the city they 
had just been to, a few weeks 
ago for another festival.

4. Lacking innovation in 
curation: In a digital world 
where conversations are ac-

cessible through YouTube 
and other platforms, curators 
need to work doubly hard on 
topics. While the top writers 
are a must as that’s building 
brand recall but it has to be 
also about creating new stars. 
Experimenting with a mix of 
established names and fresh 
new voices will help in con-
tent innovation.

5. Disorganised: Some of 
them were quite disorganised 
and lacked empathy towards 
those invited. Relationships 
go a long way and one can-
not jeopardise it by not being 
organised and not taking care 
of their guests. A big writer 
or a debut, they are a guest at 
the end of the day and need 
to be taken care of well! Event 
planners, flows and briefs 
should be created much early 
on, for smooth execution.

So as a property created 
with an intention to make 
profits, what happens when 
such issues are glaring or re-
peated?

The above results in
1. Increase in costs of organ-

ising festivals
2. Drying out of funds for 

future festivals
3. Festivals limit their reach 

and brand value
4. Year after year is a strug-

gle
5. Some even earn a bad 

reputation
Event management is an 

entire subject in a manage-
ment course. The reason is 
that events needs planning 
and impeccable execution.

We need lot more expo-
sure to events organised in 
the fields of entertainment, 
sports and business to learn 
how we can improve litera-
ture festivals and scale them 
up. Until we do that, litera-
ture festivals will continue 
to struggle to break even and 
remain for the vanity of those 
organising it.
Lipika Bhushan is a senior pub-
lishing professional, author and 
the founder of MarketMyBook

uN-BrANdiNG of festivAl BrANds

IIT Guwahati ranked among 
world’s top universities

WhAtspp's NeW feAtures

AchievemeNt

tech AdvANcemeNt 

lAst But 
Not leAst

dotiNG mother 

priyANKA choprA 
shAres dAuGhter’s 
‘Bedtime stories’ TDG NeTwork

GUWAHATI

TDG NeTwork
LOS ANGELES

TDG NeTwork
LOS ANGELES

Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT) Guwahati has been 
named as one of the world’s 
top universities for the study 
of 14 subjects, according 
to the latest edition of the 
world’s most-consulted uni-
versity ranking.

The 2023 edition of the QS 
World University Rankings 
by Subject, released by glob-
al higher education analyst 
QS Quacquarelli Symonds, 
named the world’s best uni-
versities for the study of 54 
academic disciplines. 

IIT Guwahati has per-
formed best in Petroleum 
Engineering, in which it 
ranks 51-100 globally and 
2nd in India.

Compared to the previous 
year, the institution is ranked 
in two additional subjects. 
For IIT Guwahati, six of its 
programmes improved in 
rank.

Speaking about IIT Gu-

wahati’s performance in the 
QS World University Rank-
ings by Subject 2023, Prof 
Parameswar K Iyer, Offici-
ating Director, IIT Guwahati, 
said, “IIT Guwahati is work-
ing hard to deliver quality 
education which will play an 
important role in building a 
brighter future for all. 

Aligning with the National 
Education Policy 2020, the 
Institute is further improv-
ing research and develop-
ment collaboration in mul-
tidisciplinary subjects. This 
has been possible through 
the collective efforts by all 
the faculty and students.”

The Institute is home to 
one top 100 subjects. Based 
on its number of top-100 
programmes, India is the 
home to the 21st strongest 
higher education system 
in the world. In terms of its 
total number of ranked pro-
grams across the 54 subject 
tables, India is the 12th most-
represented territory in the 
world.

#JungKooK

#JungKooK trends on twitter as 
Calvin Klein shares post

LIPIkA BhushAN
rANdomly speAKiNG

“stay 
low,keep quiet, 
keep it simple…
don’t expect too 

much enjoy what you 
have”

DeAN kooNTz

A philosopher, a scientist and a simple man were 
trapped in a cove on a sheer cliff. They split up, 
and tide kept coming it, rescuers lowered a rope 

with a safety harness.
The philosopher said “Ah this looks like a rope but I 

can be mistaken…it could be a wishful thinking or illu-
sion, so he didn’t catch it and was drowned.

The scientist said, Ah this is a 11mm polyester rope 
with a breaking strain of 2800 kg and confirms to 
MR-10-81 standard, and gave an exhaustive analysis of 
rope’s physical and chemical properties but didn’t attach 
himself and was drowned.

The simple man said, Ah I am not sure if it is a rope 
or a python’s tail but it is my only hope and chance so I 
am grabbing it and holding my whole life to it…He was 
saved. 

When it comes to life, try to live it simply, with no 
complications, life in itself is too 
simple, doesn’t demand too 
much from you, wants 
joy, health, harmony 
and peace.

Priyanka Chopra is not only 
a versatile actor but also a 
doting mother too. She often 
shares pictures of her daugh-
ter Malti Marie. On Monday, 
the global icon dropped a 
picture from bedtime.

Taking to Instagram sto-
ries, Priyanka treated fans 
with a new picture of her 
daughter and captioned it, 
“Bedtime stories.” In the pic-
ture, Malti can be seen sleep-
ing peacefully and cutely on 
the bed.

As new parents, it’s diffi-
cult to take out time but Pri-
yanka and Nick finally took 
some time out on Saturday 
and went on a date.

Priyanka dropped a video 
where the couple can be seen 
seated at a restaurant. How-
ever, both of them looked 
sleepy and exhausted. At 
the end of the clip, we can see 
Nick grooving to the music.

“When mom and dad try 

to do Saturday night,” Pri-
yanka captioned the clip.

Priyanka and Nick em-
braced parenthood in 2022. 
The duo are doting parents 
to daughter Malti Marie.

Meanwhile, on the work 
front, Priyanka will be seen 
headlining The Russo Broth-
ers’ show ‘Citadel’, which 
will premiere exclusively on 
Prime Video on Friday, 28 
April , with two adrenaline-
fueled episodes, followed 
by a new episode released 
weekly every Friday through 
26 May.

The action-packed show 
revolves around two elite 
agents Mason Kane (Rich-
ard Madden) and Nadia Sinh 
(Priyanka) of the global spy 
agency Citadel.

Sharing details about the 
show, Priyanka said, “The 
story is closely interwoven 
with the stunts. What’s so 
exciting about these huge 
action pieces was that they 
are infused with drama and 
storytelling. 

- By Bhavani Sundaram 

5 uNique pAlAces iN iNdiA 
This list of famous palaces in India might give you a ma-
jor fear of missing out. So, check them out and choose 
the next one that you are heading to. The list contains 
some of the most authentic palaces in India. 

deogarh Mahal
Partially occupied by the family of the Rawat 
Nahar Singh, this sun-coloured fort in the 
Aravali hills, poised between Jodhpur and 
Udaipur. The Mahal is an exceptional work 

of architectural magnificence, complete with graying 
battlements, domes, gun enclosures, jharokhas and 
gigantic entrances.

laxMi niwas
Built in 1904, Laxmi Nivas Palace in Bikan-
er catered exclusively to princelings, select 
statesman and architects of history. It is con-
sidered to be one of the most royal palaces 

in India. Gaze at hand-painted friezes and gold-laden 
walls. Examine up close the inspiration behind Lutyens’ 
and Baker’s architectural style.

uMaid Bhawan 
This grand and imposing yellow sandstone 
palace was completed in 1944 after 15 years 
in the making and was one of the last great 
palaces to be built in India. Its majestic 105 

– foot high cupola is influenced by the Renaissance, 
while the towers draw inspiration from Rajput tradition. 
Built over 26 acres of land it is one of the largest private 
residence with 347 rooms.

taJ FalaKnuMa
Previously the residence of the Nizam of Hy-
derabad, Taj Falaknuma Palace sits on a hill 
2,000 feet above overlooking Hyderabad and 
is lauded as one of the most beautiful palac-

es in India. Entirely built of Italian marble, the incompa-
rable Palace boasts of large Venetian chandeliers, rare 
furniture, grand marble staircases, priceless statues 
and art works, a world-class collection of crystals and 
Mughal, Rajasthani and Japanese gardens personally 
conceived by the Nizam.

prag Mahal
The Prag Mahal is a marvel of Italian Gothic 
style of architecture located next to the 
popular Aina Mahal. Designed by Colonel 
Henry Saint Wilkins in the 1860s, Prag Ma-

hal seems like a monument from France or western 
Europe. There is a bell tower located which you dis-
cover after climbing up stairs of 45 metre. The palace 
cost 3.1 million Indian rupees during its completion in 
1879. Some of the main features of the palace include 
Corinthian pillars, decaying taxidermy in halls, a Durbar 
hall, and Jali work depicting European flora and fauna.

— BhArTI NAIDu

Calvin Klein on Monday shared a video of BTS member 
Jungkook and he has become the fastest K-POP soloist to 
cross 1 billion streams on Spotify, across all credits. Jung-
kook is the member of BTS band.  Fashion brand Calvin 
Klein dropped a video on its Instagram account featuring 
BTS’s JungKook and captioned it, “Same time tomorrow?” 

World Music Awards tweeted, “#JungKook surpasses 1 
Billion streams on Spotify across all credits, and is the fast-
est K-Pop Soloist to reach this milestone!

BTS Charts and Votings tweeted, “#JungKook now holds 
the record as the FASTEST Korean/Kpop soloist in history to 
surpass 1 billion streams on Spotify, surpassing Lisa!

HITC Asia tweeted, “ Rockstar #JungKook is back to break 
the internet as #CalvinKlein drops the latest teaser with 
#BTS star. 

Fans say, “Dreams do come true!”
Clout News tweeted, “Calvin Klein’s Teaser for BTS Jng-

Kook Becomes their most-liked tweet within 17 mins.”

1. In which month and year did PM Modi 
launch the “Mann Ki Baat” program?
n  October 2014 n  July 2015
n  January 2015 n  April 2015

2. In which episode of “Mann Ki Baat” 
did PM Modi announce the launch of the 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan?
n  1st episode   n  25th episode
n  10th episode n  50th episode

3. In which “Mann Ki Baat” episode did PM 
Modi talk about the benefits of digital pay-
ments and encourage people to use less cash?
n  10th episode  n  75th episode
n  25th episode   n  50th episode

4. In which “Mann Ki Baat” episode did PM 
Modi talk about the importance of fitness 
and urge people to participate in the “Fit In-
dia Movement”?
n  25th episode   n  100th episode
n  50th episode n  75th episode

5. In which “Mann Ki Baat” episode did PM 
Modi talk about the benefits of traditional 
Indian games like kabaddi and encourage 
people to play them more often?
n  50th episode   n  100th episode
n  75th episode n  125th episode
        

Answer  (1) October 2014 (2) 1st episode (3) 25th episode  
(4) 100th episode (5) 75th episode

Mark Zuckerberg  an-
nounced two new updates 
for WhatsApp groups re-
cently. With the new updates, 
admins will get more control 
over their group privacy. 
These changes follow some 
updates made over the last 
few months, including mak-
ing groups larger, and giving 

admins the ability to delete 
messages sent in the groups 
they manage. “Groups con-
tinue to be an essential part of 
WhatsApp, and we’re excit-
ed to give people even more 
tools to get the most out of 
groups. Today, we’re excited 
to roll out a few new changes 
we’ve made to make these 
more manageable for admins 
and easier to navigate for ev-
eryone," the satement read 
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Epilepsy is a neurological disorder that hinders our brain activity when it sends messages through cells. This 
sudden change in electric activity often leads to epileptic seizures. These seizures can cause a person to have 
involuntary movements in the body, like twitching or trembling that can last for a couple of minutes or cause a 

person to stare blankly. While epileptic seizures are not always emergencies, if they last for more than 5 minutes, 
the person may require professional help.  Therefore, to prevent the risk of harm to an epileptic patient, people 

need to know the crucial first aid steps they can promptly take before medical help arrives.

HOW TO ASSIST SOMEONE 
WHO IS HAVING A SEIZURE

EPIDEMIOLOGY OF EPILEPSY  
SURGERY IN INDIA

TEMPORAL RESECTION

It is a type of focal 
resection, an 
operation used 
to remove the 
front part of the 
temporal lobe on 

the affected side of the brain. 

CORPUS CALLOSOTOMY

It is a surgical pro-
cedure used to treat 
atonic seizures, 
also called drop 
attacks, by dividing 
all or part of the 
corpus callosum.

HEMISPHERECTOMY 

It is a radical 
surgical proce-
dure where the 
diseased half 
of the brain is 
completely re-
moved, partially 
removed and 
fully discon-
nected or just 

disconnected from the normal 
hemisphere. 

EXTRATEMPORAL RESECTION 

It is one 
type of 
focal 
resection 
which is an 
operation 
to remove 
a small 

part of the brain.  An extratemporal 
resection removes a part of either the 
occipital lobe, the parietal lobe or the 
frontal lobe or a combination of these.

The question for this week is: 
Q : We are a very well to do fam-
ily and our children are settled. I 
run a successful business and my 
wife has been a homemaker and 
very supportive. She was into kitty 
parties etc and loved gambling but 
during covid she started gambling 
online and now her gambling has 
increased, she is online all the 
time, does not like interacting or 
going out, is irritable and lost all 
the time and even lies. 
A : Your wife seems to be hav-
ing a problem of online gam-
bling addiction. 
What is gambling addiction? 
It is an uncontrollable urge to 
keep gambling despite the toll 
it takes on your life. It means 
you are willing to risk some-
thing you value in the hope of 
getting something of greater 
value. It is an emotional, 
psychological problem. It 
has negative psychological, 
physical, social, and financial 

repercussions. It can lead to 
depression, migraine, distress, 
anxiety, intestinal disorders 
etc. The reasons can be bore-
dom, loneliness, to relax after 
a stressful day, to seek more 
excitement, to be more social, 
to earn quick money. Earlier 
to go gambling you needed to 
move out of the house, make 
arrangements etc but with 
online gambling the ease of ac-
cessibility and reach has made 
it complex and more difficult 
to deal with. 
Dr Chavi Bhargava Sharma is the 
founder and CEO of Indic Center 
for Psychological Wellness and 
Holistic Health and Conversa-
tionalists-Talking Cures.

Gambling: Stop Now Before You Lose Everything

DOWN SYNDROME: THINGS PARENTS NEED TO KNOW

Every year, March 21st is 
observed as World Down 
Syndrome Day by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
to raise awareness about the 
condition and encourage ear-
ly intervention programmes. 
Down syndrome is a genetic 
disorder that is caused when 
abnormal cell division leads 
to the generation of extra ge-
netic material from a chromo-
some. Normally, a person has 
46 chromosomes, but people 
with Down syndrome have an 
extra copy of chromosome 21. 
This additional chromosome 
leads to several developmen-
tal and cognitive challenges 
among patients with Down 
syndrome.

 Also known as Trisomy 21, 
this disorder is one of the 
most prevalent genetic birth 
diseases among children, af-
fecting around 1 in every 830 
live births. In India, every 
year, approximately 1.3 lakh 
children are born with this 
condition. Despite these wor-
rying statistics, due to a lack 
of information and discus-
sion, many children continue 
to suffer from this condition.
What are the factors that can 
cause Down syndrome?
 While it is known that extra 
chromosome 21 can lead to 
Down syndrome, the exact 
cause of this chromosomal ab-
normality remains unknown. 
A woman’s age during child-
birth is also another factor 
that often increases the risk 

of having a child with Down 
syndrome. Women who are 
older than 35 years of age are 
found to be more susceptible 
to having a child with Down 
syndrome when compared 
with women of a lower age 
group.
 How many types of Down syn-
drome are there?
 Three types of Down syn-

drome have been detected to 
date. These include:
Trisomy 21: This is a type of 
down syndrome that has three 
separate copies of chromo-
some 21 instead of two.
Translocation   Down syn-
drome: This type of down syn-
drome occurs when an extra 
chromosome 21 attaches to a 
different chromosome.

Mosaic Down syndrome: 
It is a mixture of some cells 
with a normal set of two  
chromosomes and some 
cells with three copies of 
chromosome 21.
What are the different types of 
tests that are available to detect 
Down syndrome?
With the advancements in 
technology and laboratory 
testing, Down syndrome can 
be detected in up to 90% of 
cases. Women in the early 
stages of their pregnancy can 
undergo the following tests 
to detect if their child is being 
born with Down syndrome:

Foetal ultrasound to look for 
clinical signs in the foetus and 
blood markers to detect the 
risk of carrying a child with 
Trisomy 21

 Genetic testing is one of the 
most effective ways to predict 
a child’s future and under-
stand if they are suffering 
from any other congenital 
disorder. Women who have 
had several abortions can un-
dergo genetic testing to moni-
tor their child’s development 
regularly.

 Screening Tests: Couples 
who are looking to get mar-
ried or want to conceive can 
undergo screening tests to 
check if their child will be at 
risk of any inherited or genetic 
ailment.
What are the precautions that 
parents can take after conception?
Once a baby is born, parents 
must undergo certain evalu-
ations to help the child have 
a better health outcome. 

DR GOWRI CHINTHALAPALLI

The secret to Indian beauty: 
Managing Hyperpigmentation 
through diet

Hyperpigmentation causes patches of skin to become darker 
than the surrounding skin. It occurs when the skin produces 
excess melanin, the pigment that gives skin its color. It can affect 
any skin type and is more likely during prolonged sun expo-
sure, hormonal 
imbalance, 
pregnancy, 
and older age. 
It is a treatable 
condition but 
can be of a cos-
metic concern 
and may af-
fect a person’s 
confidence and 
overall quality of life. 
Indian foods are rich in antioxidants, vitamins, protein, and 
minerals that have numerous health benefits including im-
proved skin health, heart health, sexual health, and immunity. 
Here is a list of must-add Indian foods that are beneficial for 
managing hyperpigmentation:
Turmeric : This golden herb is a common addition to Indian 
cuisine. The curcumin present in turmeric reduces melanin 
synthesis.
Amla : Indian gooseberry is the richest source of vitamin C 
and C is a powerful antioxidant that can help protect the skin 
from damage caused by free radicals. Vitamin C is also known 
for its skin-brightening properties.
Tomatoes: The lycopene in tomatoes are in antioxidants and 
protects the skin from UV damage and oxidative stress and 
also hydrates the skin.
Spinach: The beta-carotene in green leafy vegetables help 
fight oxidative damage caused by UV rays and helps reduce 
hyperpigmentation.
Papaya: Papain in papaya helps reduce hyperpigmentation 
and helps even the skin tone.
Green tea is rich in antioxidants and can help protect the skin 
from UV damage and reduce hyperpigmentation.
Aloe Vera: Topical application of aloe vera reduces the appear-
ance of hyperpigmentation by destroying existing melanin 
cells and preventing further formation of melanin in the skin.
In addition to incorporating these foods into your diet, there 
are some other tips to help prevent hyperpigmentation:
Wear sunscreen: Sun exposure is one of the main causes of 
hyperpigmentation, so it’s important to wear sunscreen every 
day, even on cloudy days.
Stay hydrated: Drinking plenty of water can help keep your 
skin hydrated and healthy.
Get enough sleep: Lack of sleep can lead to stress, which can 
contribute to hyperpigmentation. Getting enough sleep can 
help reduce stress and promote healthy skin.
Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical Pharmacologist and Nutraceuti-
cal Physician, Founder and CEO, IntelliMed Healthcare Solutions.

To prevent any form of injury to an epileptic person, 
you can carry out the following steps:

n   Create an open space to enable the patient to 
breathe properly.

n  Make the person feel comfortable by loosening any 
tight clothing around their neck.

n  Remove any sharp objects like glass, a mirror, or 
furniture that may cause an injury to the person.

n  Offer support by staying with the person till 
the episode finishes and placing a pillow or a 
towel under them to prevent them from hurting 
themselves.

n  Track the time of the seizure and share the details 
with the doctor. A usual seizure lasts between 20 
seconds and 2 minutes.

n  Look for emergency contacts in the person’s bag or 
wallet to reach out to their family members.

n  Avoid placing anything between the person’s jaws 
or giving them anything to drink until they fully 
recover.

n  Try clearing the airway by turning the person to 
one side once their movements have stopped. This 
step is critical because the patient’s tongue moves 
back during the seizure and blocks their breathing. 
Therefore, once you have rolled the person on 
one side, you must also try placing their jaw in the 
forward direction, as it will help ensure proper 
breathing, and you must drain out any food or vomit 
from their mouth after the seizure.

n   Craving for Gambling is the primary symptom. 

n   Need to gamble with increasing amounts of money 
to feel the excitement

n   Restless or irritability when trying to stop or when 
someone tries to stop it

n   Repeated unsuccessful attempts to control. Stop or 
reduce the gambling

n   Thinking about gambling and making plans to 
gamble 

n   Gambling when feeling distressed, lonely

n   Returning to gamble again after losing money

n   Lying to conceal gambling activities. 

n   Experiencing relationship or work problems due 
to gambling 

n   Depending on others for money to spend on 
gambling

If you are finding yourself having any of the symptoms, 
then you know it is a red flag. The journey to recovery 
always begins with the acceptance that something is 
not right, you are not able to control your cravings, are 
failing repeatedly and feeling distressed about it. You 

tried but it was beyond your control.

n   Seek help, reach out to your family and seek 
professional help.

n   Avoid isolation, being alone and places, situations 
that make online gambling easy.

n   POSTPONE Gambling. If you feel the urge just wait it 
out for 5-15 minutes, distract yourself, avoid sitting 
immediately so that the urge passes. 

n   Visualize what will happen if you give into your urge, 
how would you feel, etc. 

n   Distract yourself with another activity, go to the 
gym, watch a movie, do relaxation and mindfulness 
activities.

HOW DO YOU HELP SOMEONE HAVING A SEIZURE?

THE WORRYING SIGNS ARE 

While the signs and symptoms of the seizure can range from mild to severe, these 
symptoms subside within a couple of minutes. If you are witnessing that these 
symptoms last for more than 5 minutes, then you can call an ambulance based on the 
following symptoms:

n   If the patient is having a second seizure, immediately.

n   If the person is unresponsive after the seizure.

n   If the patient is having a high fever or heat exhaustion after the seizure.

People with other medical conditions like diabetes or pregnant women are more 
vulnerable, and if you come across any such patient, you must rush to the nearest 
hospital.

WHEN SHOULD YOU CALL A DOCTOR?

DR KENI RAVISH RAJIV

Dr Keni Ravish Rajiv is Consultant in Neurology and Epileptology.

MIND BODY SOUL
CHAVI BHARGAVA SHARMA

FOOD IS MEDICINE
DR ANISH DESAI

How does one care for and manage 
people with a gambling disorder? 
It is not easy but if we care then we 

can do it. 

n   Seek professional support 

n   Recognize the person’s good 

qualities and avoid excluding 
them from family life

n   Remain calm when discussing 
with the individual and refrain 
from preaching, lecturing, or 
getting angry 

n   Be open about the problem 
including with the children

n   Set boundaries regarding family 
finances

n   Avoid paying off the individual’s 
gambling debts

If you want us to discuss any problems of your concern do send us your questions. We will not divulge any information 
regarding your personal details or whereabouts. We respect your privacy. 

Source: Neurology India

n   Temporal resections - 592(53.9 
%)

n   Extratemp resections – 232 
(21.1%)

n   Callosotomy – 126 (11.5%)

n   Hemispherotomy 134 (12.2%)

n   Others 24 (1.3%)
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What keeps you 
busy?
Often, people 

put up a status on What-
sApp or Social Media de-
claring that they are ‘busy’. 
Of course, they really are 
busy working and don’t 
have time for distractions. 
In effect, they are announc-
ing that they don’t wish to 
be disturbed.

But, what are we usually 
busy with? Meetings, com-
pleting projects, deadlines, 
work pressures. Some-
times, we are just not in-
terested in engaging with 
others and we say we are 
busy. It’s a way of avoiding 
unpleasant confrontations.

Brigid Schulte writes in 
her book ‘Overwhelmed’, 
‘So much do we value busy-
ness, researchers have 
found a human ‘aversion’ to 
idleness and need for ‘justi-

fiable busyness.’’
Have you noticed that ap-

pearing busy when you ac-
tually aren’t, can make you 
feel important? It gives you 
a high, to be in demand, yet 
unavailable! But remember, 
it will tire you out, since 
you won’t really achieve 
much through this farce. 

There’s a beautiful story 
about a father who had 
brought his five-year old 
daughter to a park to ride 
on her toy bike. The man 
sat on a bench and watched 
his daughter. 

A young woman was sit-
ting next to him. Around 
half an hour later, the man 
called out to his daughter, 
‘Come. It’s time to go.’ the 
daughter pleaded, ‘Five 
more minutes, Dad.’ The 
man smiled and said, ‘Okay’. 
The girl continued playing, 
she was really enjoying her-

self and the man was smiling 
as he watched her. 15 min-
utes later, the same thing was 
repeated, the man called the 
daughter and she pleaded 
that he allow her to play for a 
few more minutes. The man 
permitted her to continue 
playing. This was repeated 
two more times. The wom-
an sitting next to the man 
watched this curiously and 
finally said, ‘You certainly 
are a patient father entertain-
ing your daughter’s request 
again and again. I would 
surely have become annoyed 
if I were in your place.’

The man smiled and re-
plied, ‘Her older brother 
was killed by a drunk driver 

last year as he rode his bike 
to school. I didn’t spend 
much time with him as I 
was always too busy. Today, 
I would give anything to 
spend just five more minutes 
with him. I’ve vowed not to 
make the same mistake with 
my daughter. I will never be 
too busy for her. She thinks 
she gets five more minutes 
to ride her bike. The truth 
is, I get five more minutes to 
watch her play.’

In the Lokavipatti Sutta 
Buddha describes the eight 
worldly winds- pleasure and 
pain, praise and blame, fame 
and disrepute, gain and loss. 
These are pairs of opposites 
that keep us busy fruitless-
ly. We get carried away by 
these winds and can lose our 
course easily. Pleasure, fame, 
praise and gain make us feel 
good. In chasing these, we re-
main fruitlessly busy.  Ironi-
cally, we get carried away by 
their opposites also. Pain, 
blame, disrepute and loss 
can keep us entangled in 
endless grief.  Being swept 
away by any of these eight 
worldly winds, we are bound 
to become unhappy.

We must make sure that 
important things keep us 
busy- doing things that 
make life easier for others, 
leaving a better world for fu-
ture generations and learn-
ing how to be a better hu-
man being. Often, it’s these 
very things that we discredit 
and disregard, in our pur-
suit of busyness.

So, are you happy being 
busy, or busy being happy?

Deepam Chatterjee is the author 
of The Millennial Yogi. He can 
be contacted on deepamchatter-
jee@yahoo.co.in

THE PURSUIT OF 
BUSYNESS

The menstrual cycles, which are physiological in nature, 
unfortunately cause many women a lot of psychological 
disturbances due to a lack of synchronisation between 
these two aspects of who they are. There is also an el-
emental dimension to it. The five elements, which form 
the most fundamental geometry of the body, have to be in 
sync as well. Pancha Bhuta processes can ease these issues 
because they organise the elements within your system. 
There is nothing miraculous about it. The weird thing is 
that so many women are going through a normal biologi-
cal process as if it were some abominable thing—simply 
because no one ever taught them how to be in sync with 
their own system. Psychological disturbances resulting 

from physiological processes essentially show a disconnect between the differ-
ent aspects of who you are. Menstrual cycles may cause some physiological pain, 
which needs to be handled medically. But they should not cause psychological 
disturbances. Just doing the Bhuta Shuddhi sadhana could bring total relief.

Don’t become the mood; remain a watcher because the 
watcher always knows the other is coming, following. 
Soon you will see that the day is disappearing and the 
night is coming. Remain a watcher. When you have 
become sad, go on watching. As the day has passed, 
the night will also pass; everything passes. After a few 
alert moments, you will remember that you are com-
pletely separate—you are neither this nor that. This 
is how, for the first time, you will feel blissful. Now 
you know that unhappiness cannot disturb you, and 
happiness cannot disturb you. You have attained an 
unperturbable state, the state of bliss. That is the goal 
of all Buddhas.

Look at your moods! They are bubbles on the surface of your mind. It’s no secret 
that a mood does not last more than two and a-quarter days, pleasant or unpleasant. 
Many times when people meet their very dear ones, whom they love very much, they 
are in a joyful mood. And then they find themselves changing within two and a quar-

ter days! Their mind is changing. They don’t understand 
what is happening! The mind is also like that. It doesn’t 
stay firm. The joke here is that you cannot hold onto 
pleasant moments; they come and go. But unpleasant 
things come, and you cling on to them. This is an age-old 
habit of hanging on to unpleasant memories more than 
pleasant ones. With skill, you can see that all is love and 
all is divinity. When you see someone getting angry or 
frustrated, you can either see the love behind their anger 
and frustration or only see their outer projection. Why 
does someone get angry? Because they loved something, 
and it didn’t happen. Why does someone get frustrated? 
Because they loved something very much and they did 
not get it. Why does someone do service? There is love 
behind that service. Why does someone sing? Because 

they experience a wonderful feeling of love. There is love behind every action and 
every emotion, positive or negative. That’s why I say love is not an emotion. I say it›s 
your existence. It is something that your life is made up of. So you can never lose it, 
but you need some skill to know it, experience it, and make it blossom in life.

GURU SPEAK MOOD SWINGS
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MODERN DAY MONK
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Over many millennia, the 
Bhagavad Gita, one of the 
most ancient sacred texts 
from India, has been a beacon 
of light for millions. It is not a 
religious text; its secular na-
ture is evident from the con-
tents of the book. I would call 
it a modern management and 
lifestyle guide. It was given to 
humanity at a turning point 
in history when life was un-
certain and morals and ethics 
were threatened. During the 
great Mahabharata war, when 
Arjun, one of the princes, was 
in a dilemma about being at 
war with his kith and kin, 
Lord Krishna removed Ar-
jun’s confusion and brought 
clarity. Gita’s sermons were 
mainly to clear the confusion 
from Arjun’s mind, remind-
ing him of his duties, roles, 
and responsibilities.

Krishna tells Arjun, “Doing 
what your heart tells you is your 
duty…”. 
Arjun’s problem was solved, 
and he went and won glory. 
After the great war, a new, 
more dignified, and stable 
way of life was established.

THAT WAS 5000  
YEARS AGO
Thought leaders feel that the 
Bhagavad Gita offers illumi-
nation to overcome the pres-
ent dangers to our evolution 
and even our survival. The 
great historian will Durant 
once admired Lord Krishna’s 
message in the Gita and re-
marked that if only India had 
kept and followed his mes-
sage, it would have remained 

free and independent without 
getting colonised. At the indi-
vidual level, the Gita offers 
clarity in decision-making 
and problem-solving in our 
family lives, careers, busi-
nesses, and relationships.

TRAIN THE HEART 
Motivational training and 
coaching sessions focus on 
the fulfilment of our egos and 
provide tips to reach our am-
bitions. This is based on pas-
sion, activity, and the move-
ment of the mind. Another 
form of inspirational training, 
the experience of heart-based 
meditation or contempla-
tion, offers much more than 
just the achievement of goals. 
This kind of training of the 
heart and mind focuses on 
achieving calmness, balance, 
and peace in the heart. This 
is what the Gita is all about. 
And when all these qualities 
are inherited by the heart, 
ambition turns to aspiration, 
acquisitiveness changes to 
altruism, and the attention is 
now directed towards person-
al growth and transformation 
for the sake of being our best 
and serving our highest po-
tential, not for a jolly ego-trip 
or satiation.

THE POWER OF NOW
The Gita shows us the power 
of now. The worry about 
the future, the sorrow of the 
past, and a lack of action in 
the present are all solved in 
one go! Focus on your duty 
right now with confidence 
and faith, and lead yourself to 
contentment and glory. Equa-
nimity comes from accepting 

challenges and successes with 
an equal eye and transcend-
ing failures, anger, and fear. 
A composed state is the best 
state of mind from which to 
act. It means to perform any 
activity in a contented state of 
mind and in a calm manner, 
and this results in wisdom 
and firmness of judgement.

THE STORY OF THE 
POST BOXES
One hundred years ago in 
London, a leader from a ‘prim-

itive’ country was impressed 
with the postal system. He 
could see letters addressed to 
different people dropped in 
post boxes. He also saw the 
postman delivering letters 
to the correct addresses. He 
went back to his country and 
erected post boxes. He recruit-
ed a few postmen who had no 
idea what to do. Nothing hap-
pened. The leader went back 
to London, but this time he 
visited post offices. The secret 
of the delivery of letters was 

revealed to him.
 Similarly, the teachers of the 

Gita failed to see some invis-
ible, unexplained links. The 
Bhagavad Gita was not merely 
a long sermon delivered on the 
battlefield to help a prince win 
a war. In reality, there was no 
time for long sermons. Lord 
Krishna’s challenge was to de-
liver a ‘Sermon on the Mount’ 
not on a peaceful mountain 
but on a chariot on the battle-
field. He had a few minutes to 
calm the heart of the young 
prince Arjun, to remove the 
fear and confusion from his 
mind, and to transmit the es-
sence of the message of duty, 
courage, and clarity of pur-
pose. This was done through 
non-verbal communication, a 
heart-to-heart transmission of 
love, compassion, clarity, and 
wisdom.

THE ART OF YOGIC 
TRANSMISSION
Today there are thousands of 
certified Heartfulness train-
ers who conduct meditation 
sessions in a systematic man-
ner worldwide. In this way, 
the tradition of the Bhagavad 
Gita continues in heart-based 
meditation systems, where 
a heart-to-heart transfer of 
various qualities and states 
of high potential is developed. 
Contentment, calmness, com-
passion, courage, and clarity 
are developed. These qualities 
are not only highly relevant to 
an individual’s growth but 
also an essential part of any 
organisational culture.

 
 Kamlesh Patel, known to many as 
Daaji, is the Heartfulness Guide.

Q: How can we love God with-
out experiencing him? We can 
experience and feel God in 
Meditation. Meditation as Yo-
gananda Jee says is like experi-
ment within our self to find God 
but until we we are successful in 
meditation and have that expe-
rience.... loving him will not be 
just blind love? And how can 
we pray with devotion chants 
like ‘Oh God beautiful’...? On 
the other hand we cannot find 
God without devotion..is not it 
going in circles?
A: Can you truly love that 
which you do not know? 
There is a saying, “To know 
God is to love God,” but un-
til we have that experience 
of “knowing” through inner 
experience, we cannot love 
completely.

But certainly we can yearn 
for that love and expand 
upon the flickers of love we 
have experienced for family, 
friends and loved ones. In 
your meditation, spread your 
heart’s feelings to include an 
ever wider circle of souls. As 
your sympathies grow, love 
will come to you.

Devotion and awakening of 
the heart’s natural love are es-
sential for spiritual progress. 
Not “knowing” God should 
not prevent you from culti-
vating love for God’s expres-
sions, other people, beauty, 
or some aspect of the Divine. 

Once those feeling have 
awakened, they can be puri-
fied and directed upward to-
ward the Beloved hiding be-
hind His outward creations.

Call to the Giver behind the 
gifts you receive and ask Him 
to reveal Himself directly 
to you. Our heart feels the 
absence of God’s presence 
and longs for that unknown 
“Something” to fill the void 
within. Your continued call-
ing will eventually draw His 
response. But, we must be 
persistent and not give up 
easily for God hides His love 
as a test.

PARAMHANSA 
YOGANANDA ONCE 
WROTE
“Never mind if you cannot 
see Him or hear His knock at 
the gate of your heart. For a 
long time you have been hid-

ing from Him and running 
away in the marsh of the 
senses. It is the noise of your 
own rowdy passions and the 
flight of your heavy footsteps 
in the material world that has 
made you unable to hear His 
call within. Stop, be calm, 
pray steadfastly, and out of 
the Silence will loom forth 
the Divine Presence.”

Love for God is a gift of 
grace. If you do not feel devo-
tion now, pray for it. Ask God 
to awaken those sleeping feel-
ings within you. Pray for love 
just as the thirsty man prays 
for water. In the very act of 
praying for love, you will be-
gin to feel it. You must medi-
tate with joy in order to experi-
ence joy in meditation. So too 
is it with devotion and love.

Nayaswami Jaya Helin is 
founding member of Ananda.

THE BHAGAVAD GITA: LESSONS 
FOR MODERN TIMES To Know God Is 

to Love God
KAMLESH PATEL (DAAJI)

NAYASWAMI JAYA HELIN
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Rajasthan Royals (RR) an-
nounced on Monday that 
pacer Sandeep Sharma has 
been signed as a replace-
ment for an injured Pra-
sidh Krishna for the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 2023, 
which will start from March 
31 onwards.Rajasthan Roy-
als took to Twitter to make 
an announcement. “Okay 
then, making this official,” 
tweeted RR.

“Fast bowler Sandeep 
Sharma will represent Raj-
asthan Royals this season af-
ter being signed as a replace-
ment for Prasidh Krishna. 
Picked for his base price of 
INR 50 lakh, Sandeep is one 
of the most senior bowlers 

in the tournament with over 
100 wickets and 10 seasons 
of experience under his 
belt,” also said a statement 
from IPL.

In 104 matches, Sandeep 
has taken a total of 114 wick-
ets at an average of 26.33 
and an economy rate of 7.77. 
His best bowling figures are 

4/20. He has also represent-
ed Punjab Kings and Sunris-
ers Hyderabad in the league.
India pacer Prasidh Krishna 
is set to miss IPL 2023 with 
a lumbar stress fracture that 
will require the Rajasthan 
Royals bowling spearhead 
to go under the knife.

The injury dampens the 

pacer’s prospects of rep-
resenting India at the ICC 
World Cup set to be played 
in the country in October-
Novemebr 2023.

Prasidh has not played 
competitive cricket since In-
dia’s ODI tour of Zimbabwe 
in August. He was selected 
for India A’s white-ball se-
ries against New Zealand A 
in September. He suffered 
an injury after being named 
for the series. On further 
examination of the injury, it 
surfaced that the bowler had 
a stress fracture

Unfortunately, the in-
jury has not healed ad-
equately, prompting the 
NCA and Royals’ medi-
cal team, who have been 
working closely together, to 
advocate surgery.

Batter NitishRana will be the 
captain of Kolkata Knight 
Riders (IPL) in the absence 
of regular skipper Shreya-
sIyer, who is currently re-
covering from a back injury, 
the franchise announced on 
Monday.

The announcement was 
made on official Twitter 
handle of the franchise. 
Though the franchise hopes 
that Shreyas will make a 
comeback at some stage 
during the league, they have 
chosen to bank on Nitish’s 
experience as a skipper for 
Delhi in domestic cricket in 
the shorter format. They also 
wished Iyer a full and speedy 
recovery.

“Kolkata Knight Riders 
today announced that Ni-
tishRana would captain 
the side in the absence of 
Shreyaslyer, who is recov-
ering from a back injury. 
While we are hopeful that 
Shreyas will recover and 
participate at some stage in 
the IPL 2023 edition, we feel 
fortunate that Nitish, with 
the captaincy experience 
having led his state side in 
white ball cricket and the 

IPL experience he has had 
with KKR since 2018, will 
do a great job. 

We are also confident that 
under Head Coach Chan-
drakantPandit and the sup-
port staff, he will get all the 
support needed off the field, 
and the highly experienced 
leaders in the squad will pro-
vide all support that Nitish 
may need on the field. 

We wish him the best in his 
new role and Shreyas a full 
and speedy recovery,” said 

KKR in a statement shared 
on twitter.

Rana has been with KKR 
since 2018. He has scored 
a total of 1,744 runs for the 
team in 74 matches at an av-
erage of 26.02. He has scored 
11 half-centuries for the side 
with the best score of 87. 

In his IPL career, which 
also saw him play for Mum-
bai Indians from 2015-17, 
he has scored 2,181 runs in 
91 matches at an average of 
28.32, with 15 half-centuries 

and the best score of 87. His 
strike rate of 134.22 makes 
him a valuable asset for the 
side at the top.

Rana has a solid win-loss 
record as a captain. He has 
led Delhi in 12 T20Is in the 
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy, 
the country’s top T20I do-
mestic competition, win-
ning eight matches, and los-
ing four.  Iyer is likely to miss 
the first half of the IPL 2023, 
reported ESPNCricinfo 
last week.

While the 16th edition of the 
cash-rich Indian Premier 
League (IPL) is all set to be-
gin on May 31, many players 
are still unsure if they will 
join their respective fran-
chises on time or not owing 
to injury concerns and recu-
perations.

According to reports, add-
ing headache to the injury 
list, IPL 2023 has also wit-
nessed some foreign players’ 
unavailabilitydue to their 
respective countries’ packed 
schedule. So, some of them 
are slated to miss initial stag-
es of IPL as they will be don-
ning national jerseys. How-
ever, there have been reports 

that state that the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) is planning to restrict 
Sri Lankan and Bangladeshi 
players from playing in the 
IPL going forward.

Like previously, the Ban-
gladesh Cricket Board (BCB) 
has scheduled games for 

their national team. Due 
to their national commit-
ments, their availability will 
be restricted and the likes 
of Shakib Al Hasan, Litton 
Das, and Mushfiqur Rahim 
will beavailable from April 9 
to May 5, and then from May 
15 onwards. On the other 

hand, four Sri Lankan play-
ers—WaninduHasaranga, 
MatheeshaPathirana, Bha-
nukaRajapaksa, and Ma-
heeshTheekshana will miss 
the first week of the tourna-
ment, as they will be repre-
senting Sri Lankain New 
Zealand.

“Franchises would be scep-
tical about picking players 
from certain countries if they 
are here to play the tourna-
ment partly,” a BCCI official 
said. 

Following this issue, a fran-
chise official said, “It is what 
it is. We can’t complain be-
cause it’s the BCCI that nego-
tiates with other boards. But 
of course, franchises will be 
sceptical about picking play-
ers from certain countries. 

new appointment
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Nitish Rana to lead Kolkata Knight 
Riders in absence of Shreyas Iyer

Sri Lanka, Bangladesh players to be 
restricted from competing in IPL

poSt BCCi appeaL

The ‘poor’ rating given to the pitch of In-
dore’s Holkar Stadium used in the third 
Test match between India and Australia 
has been changed after an appeal from 
the BCCI.

The pitch for the third Test of the 
Border-Gavaskar series was initially 
rated as ‘poor’ and received three de-
merit points. However, after an appeal 
from the Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI), the rating has been 
changed from ‘poor’ to ‘below average’. 
The footage from the Test was reviewed 
by an ICC appeal panel which consisted 
of Wasim Khan, ICC General Manager 
- Cricket, and Roger Harper, ICC Men’s 
Cricket Committee Member.

Both were of the opinion that, while 
the guidelines had been followed by the 
Match Referee in accordance with Ap-
pendix A of the Pitch Monitoring Pro-
cess, there was not enough excessive 
variable bounce to warrant the ‘poor’ 
rating.

The panel, therefore, made a con-
clusion that the pitch should be rated 
‘below average’, meaning the Holkar 
Stadium will receive only one demerit 
point instead of the original three.

The pitch used in the third Test in In-
dore was nothing short of paradise for 
the spinners, with a total of 14 wickets 
falling on the opening day. Out of the 

31 wickets in the whole match, 26 were 
picked up by spinners.

The Test lasted for two days and a 
session, at the end of which Australia 
emerged victorious to book their berth 
in the ICC World Test Championship 
Final. Australia made it 2-1 in th Border 
Gavaskar Trophy. After that test match 
the Indian team had to wait a few more 

days to book their own place in the Fi-
nal. Their position in the final was con-
firmed when New Zealand edged Sri 
Lanka in the first Test in Christchurch.

India will face Australia in World 
Test Championship final at the Oval, 
London. WTC final will be played 
from 7 to 11 June with a reserve day in 
place (12th June).

inJURY ConCeRnS

RaJaStHan RoYaLS Sign Sandeep SHaRma 
aS RepLaCement FoR pRaSidH KRiSHna

2nd t20 inteRnationaL

South Africa and West In-
dies produced an instant 
classic high-scoring T20I 
match at Centurion on Sun-
day. West Indies set an unas-
sailable target of 259 for the 
Proteas. However, the hosts 
went on to defy the odds to 
chase the target with seven 
balls to spare. After leaking 
258 runs with the ball, South 
Africa produced a stirring 
run chase, led by a maiden 
T20I ton from Quinton de 
Kock, to record the highest-
ever run chase in T20Is. De 
Kock’s quick-fire knock of 
100 (44) laid the ground-
work and acted as the sup-
porting pillar throughout 
the humongous chase. After 
the match, Quinton de Kock 
reflected back on his perfor-
mance as well as his scintil-
lating opening partnership 
with Reeza Hendricks.

“Quite special, I have been 
searching for it for a while. 
We don’t play too much 
T20I cricket at Centurion 
but to do that at my home 
ground was quite special. 

Just he did what Reeza does. 
It was quite special out 
there. Just pick the right op-
tions, just give our side a bit 
of hope and that is what we 
needed. Playing at Centu-
rion, we know we can get a 
lot of runs here. 

The ball travels here quite a 
bit. We knew we could catch 
up here and especially with 
the nature of the wicket. It 
was quite a road out there. 
(On scoring his first T20I 
ton)”, De Kock said.

Racking up 102 in the first 
six overs in the run chase, 
the highest score by any 
team in the Powerplay in 
T20Is, de Kock and Reeza 

Hendricks kickstarted 
South Africa’s innings with 
style. Reeza matched De 
Kock’s pace of scoring runs 
throughout the match. His 
knock of 68(28) acted as the 
driving force even after De 
Kock lost his wicket in the 
11th over. The opening stand 
of 152 came off just 10.5 overs 
as South Africa suddenly 
turned into favourites to win 
the game. While the visitors 
made a comeback of sorts by 
dismissing Rossouw, Hen-
dricks and Miller in fairly 
quick succession, skipper 
Aiden Markram continued 
the carnage to lead his side 
to a memorable win.

Proteas chase down record 
target of 259 against Windies

The South Africans chased down 259 runs with 7 balls to spare.

Afghanistan have taken an unassailable 2-0 lead in the 3-match T20I series against neighbours Pakistan.

Afghanistan stunned 
Pakistan by claim-
ing their second vic-

tory and securing the three-
match T20I series at Sharjah 
Cricket Stadium on Sunday.

Pakistan certainly felt the 
absence of their star players 
Babar Azam, Mohammad 
Rizwan and ShaheenAfridi 
in their playing eleven. The 
opening order of Pakistan 
fell like a house of cards in 
the powerplay. ImadWasim 
tried to keep the scoreboard 
ticking with his unbeaten in-
nings of 64(57)*. But his ef-
forts went in vain due to the 
lack of support at the other 
end. Considering the pitch 
Pakistan bowlers barely had 
a score to defend. The visi-
tors ended the innings with 
a score of 130/6. Afghanistan 
batters had an easy outing 
as they registered a com-
fortable victory by seven 
wickets with a ball to spare 
(133/3).

After the match, Afghani-
stan’s skipper reflected on 
what this victory meant for 
their team.

“Great honour and plea-
sure to lead this wonderful 
team. Great effort with the 
ball, and then we took it 
deep and finished it off. This 
wicket is always a 150-160 
wicket. But the Pakistan-

Afghanistan game is a pres-
sure game and that makes 
it 125-130. 130 was a good 
total, but we tried our best 
to take it deep and finish it. 
The strategy was to go there 
and make sure you take re-
sponsibility. Take it deep and 
try to finish it. We have play-
ers to finish it like Nabi and 
Najib. The main thing was 

to have wickets in hand,” 
Rashid said.

On the other hand, disap-
pointed Pakistani skipper 
Shadab Khan said, “It was a 
good score. We were strug-
gling again. If you look at the 
stats, if you lose 3 wickets in 
the powerplay, you lose 70 
per cent of the games. I think 
there’s nervousness - they’re 

playing for the first time 
for Pakistan (the new bat-
ters). We have to back them. 
Sometimes you don’t per-
form but attitude matters. 
That’s more important for 
me. They have talent. They 
will be great cricketers. Will 
play for pride tomorrow.”

Afghanistan’s FazalhaqFa-
rooqi claimed Player of the 
Match for his heroics with 
the ball.

In the post-match presen-
tation, he shed some light 
on his performance and 
the essence of this victory, 
“Would like to congratulate 
everyone back home. A spe-
cial moment for us. I tried to 
use the new ball. 

If it’s swinging, I look to at-
tack and take wickets. Paki-
stan is a very strong team. 
It’s always a proud moment 
to win a match and win a se-
ries,” Farooqi said.

Afghanistan will face 
Pakistan in the third and 
final T20I match of the se-
ries on Monday at Sharjah 
Cricket Stadium.

HiStoRiC FiRSt

aFgHanS RegiSteR miLeStone win 
oveR paK to CLinCH t20i SeRieS
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Bangladeshis and Sri Lankans will turn up in phases during IPL 2023.
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indoRe pitCH Rating CHanged 
FRom‘pooR’ to ‘BeLow aveRage’ 

India lost the 3rd Test against Australia in Indore recently.

Prasidh Krishna was a key asset for Rajasthan Royals in last season.

Kolkata Knight Riders will be missing the services of regular captain Shreyas Iyer in IPL 2023.
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India ended a brilliant 
campaign by finishing 
with the highest number 

of gold medals (four) and 
tops at first in the IBA Wom-
en’s World Boxing Champi-
onships medal’s tally. On Sat-
urday, Nitu Ghanghas 22 and 
Saweety Boora 30, clinched 
gold medals in 48 kg and 
81 kg category respectively. 
Just after becoming world 
champion, a teary-eyed Nitu 
became emotional and ran 
towards coach Bhaskar Bhatt 
as the celebrations began. 

Just a day post Indian 
women’s boxers grabbed 
two gold medals the na-
tion marked another his-
toric moment as star boxer 
Nikhat Zareen and Lovlina 
Borgohain recorded stel-
lar victories by contrast-
ing margins in the finals at 
the Indira Gandhi Sports 
Complex on Sunday. This 
was the second time India 
achieved such a remark-
able feat.  

There was a time, when In-
dia’s newly crowned wom-
en’s world champions, Nitu 
and Saweety had thought 
of quitting boxing due to 
different reasons. Nitu en-
tered in the boxing arena in 
2012, had faced a very bad 
time as she couldn’t man-
aged to rose up her ranks in 
state matches during junior 
days and the other reasons 
including pelvic injury in 
2016. 

If we talk about Saweety, 
she faced bad time during 
the selection trails for the 
Tokyo Olympic qualifiers 
by the national federation. 
But, on both occasions, their 
families stood up by their 
side. Even, Nitu’s father Jai 

Bhagwan left his govern-
ment job at the Haryana 
secretariat and went on un-
paid leave for three years to 
continue nursing a dream 
in Nitu that one day she will 
make her parents proud 
by competing in women’s 
boxing championships and 
stood up on the first posi-
tion on the podium.

While India’s star boxer 
and 2022 gold medallist 
Nikhat Zarren defeated 
Nguyem Thi Tam of Viet-
nam to win gold for a second 
consecutive year at the tour-
nament and also became the 
second Indian female boxer 
to have two more than one 
Worlds gold to her name 
after the legendary MC 
Mary Kom. Mary kom 
has claimed a record 
six gold in the competi-
tion. While the Tokyo 
Olympics bronze medal-
list Lovlina Borgohain too 
claimed her maiden Worlds 
gold under 75kg category 
against Australia’s Caitlin 
Parker after setting for br-
zone in the 2018 and 2019 
edition. Lovlina added a 
fourth gold to India’s tally 
at the Worlds. 

Applauding the gold 
medallists, Ajay Singh, the 
President of Boxing Federa-
tion of India said, “We are 
extremely proud of all pu-
gilists that have scripted 
history with their gold 
medals. Securing four 
gold medals at home in 
front of such a passion-
ate crowd is a fabulous 
achievement. The per-
formances of these pugilists 
will undoubtedly inspire 
young girls from the coun-
try to win medals and 
elevate Indian boxing 
to greater heights. Ev-
eryone at BFI would 

like to congratulate Nikhat, 
Nitu, Lovlina and Saweety 
on their remarkable ac-
complishments 

and we are looking forward 
to seeing more of the same 
from them in the upcoming 
Asian Games.” 

Why Women’s 
World Boxing 

Championship 
2023 Was 
speCial? 
1 .  Wo m e n - l e d 
performance: This 

was one of the very 
rare moments when 

Indian women boxers 
dominated in a World 
level championship 
and made India a 
World boxing capital. 
The championship 

is going to put a great 
impact on both Indian 
boxing and women’s 

sports in the country. Not 
only would it highlight the 
talent and dedication of fe-
male athletes, but it would 
also inspire new generation 
of girls and women to pur-
sue boxing and other com-
bat sports.  

2. Top rank in tally: 
With the marvellous per-
formance by the Indian 
boxers including Nitu, 
Saweety, Nikhat and Lov-
lina, India ranked first in 
the Women’s World Box-
ing Championships 2023 

medal’s table with four 
gold medals. Furthermre, 
it would demonstrate that 
India has the potential to 
become a dominant force 
in the world of sports and 
encourage government to 
invest more resources in 
developing and promoting 
sports in the country. 

3. India shines through-
out: This was the second 
time, India achieved such a 
remarkable feat. India has 
equalled their previous re-
cord of winning the highest 
number of gold medals at a 
sporting event. Earlier, in 
2006 edition of the tourna-
ment, India had won four 
gold medals, which remains 
their best-ever performance 
in terms of gold medals, 
along with a total of eight 
medals, including silver. 

4. Consecutive win by a 
boxer: In the successfully 
concluded WWBC 2023, 
India’s ace boxer Nikhat 
Zareen defended her title 
and became the Women’s 
World Boxing Champion 
for the second time in a row. 
Winning even a single world 
championship requires a 
log of dedication and hard 
work, but winning multiple 
titles in a row is a rare and 
exceptional achievement. 
This victory has propelled 
her on the list of Indian box-
ers who have won multiple 
gold medals at the World 
Boxing Championships af-
ter legendary Mary Kom. 
Earlier, veteran Mary won 
an impressive six gold med-
als in her remarkable career 
spanning from 2002-2008. 

5. Support for women’s 
boxing: The championship 
received a significant media 
coverage, both in India and 
around the world, which is 
a positive step towards rec-

ognizing and supporting 
women’s boxing as a legiti-
mate sport.

Meanwhile in the 2021 
championship, the official 
draw confirmed that 310 
boxers from 73 countries 
are attending the 12th edi-
tion of the IBA Women’s 
World Boxing Champion-
ships which is taking place 
in Istanbul, Turkey. The 
7th Qinhuangdao edition 
in 2012 was the previous 
record-holder with the 
participation of 305 boxers 
from 70 nations, therefore, 
the Istanbul event breaks 
the previous achievement.

Several smaller developing 
countries will make their 
debuts in Istanbul such as 
Cape Verde, Chile, Haiti, 
Kosovo, Kuwait, Paraguay, 
Sierra Leone and Tonga. 
This edition will be their 
first-ever IBA Women’s 
World Boxing Champion-
ships and some of them are 
expecting to take their first 
wins too.

Boxers who were born 
between 1981 and 2002 are 
eligible to participate in the 
IBA Women’s World Box-
ing Championships. Turkey 
hosted the second edition of 
the Women’s World Boxing 
Championships in Antalya 
in 2002 and the event re-
turned to the country after 
20 years.

Three of the winners from 
2019 have an opportunity 
to defend their titles in Is-
tanbul including Brazil’s 
Beatriz Ferreira, Chinese 
Taipei’s Huang 2Hsiao-Wen, 
and Turkey’s Busenaz Sur-
meneli. Ferreira and Huang 
will be fighting in their best 
categories as in the past, 
in the lightweight (60kg) 
and the bantamweight 
(54kg) accordingly. 

AnubhAv RAnjAn
new delhi

niKhaT 
Zareen

beat Vietnam’s 
Nguyen Thi Tam in the 
50kg final to win gold 
and became two time 

world champion

 
loVlina

Borgohain 
defeated Australia’s 
Caitlin Parker in the 

75kg final to win 
gold

niTU 
ghanghas 

defeated Mongolia’s 
Lutsaikhan Altant-
setseg to win gold in 

the 48kg cat-
egory

saWeeTy 
Boora

defeated China’s 
Wang Lina to claim 

gold in the 81kg 
category

‘Golden lionesses’ of india

She made her mark on the senior circuit by 
winning a silver medal in the 51 kg category 

at the 2019 Strandja Memorial Boxing 
Tournament in Bulgaria. In 2019, she 

made headlines when she took on six-time 
world champion Mary Kom in IBF’s trials

Starting her career as a 12-year-old, she 
won the bronze medal in the welterweight 

category at the 2018 AIBA Women’s 
World Boxing Championships, becoming 

the second Indian woman boxer to win 
a medal at the World Championships

Known for her speed, agility, and 
sharp reflexes in the ring, she won the 

gold medal in the 48 kg category at 
the 2018 AIBA Women’s Youth World 
Boxing Championships in Hungary. 

She also won bronze in the 54 kg 
category at the 2019 Asian WBC

Coming from Haryana and known 
for her aggressive style of boxing, 
she won a silver medal at the 2014 

Asian Games and the bronze medal 
at the 2018 Commonwealth Games

Rank Country Gold Silver bronze

1 India 4 0 0

2 China 3 1 3

3 Russian Federation 1 1 1

4 Italy 1 1 0

5 Morocco 1 0 1

6 brazil 1 0 1

7 Chinese Taipei 1 0 0

8 Kazakhstan 0 2 4

9 Colombia 0 2 2

10 Australia 0 2 1

Champions’ says

nikhat:
“I am extremely 
delighted to become 
World Champion 
for the second 
time especially in a 
different category. 
My strategy in the 

last round was to go all out and attack and felt 
very happy when my hand was lifted as the winner. 
This medal is for India and for everyone who have 
supported us throughout the tournament.” 

Lovlina: 
Extremely happy to 
win my third medal 
at the World Boxing 
Championship. 
After winning two 
Bronze medals in 
a row, I am happy 

to convert the colour of my medal to Gold 
this year. I am grateful to everyone who has 
been a part of this beautiful journey.” 

nitu:
“This medal means 
a lot to me. I have 
waited for it for so 
long. I had started my 
career in boxing in 
2012 and it took me 11 
long years to secure 

my first Worlds Medal, so this feels really special,” 

Saweety:
“I knew from the 
first round itself that 
my punches were 
landing cleanly on 
my opponent and 
that the judges would 
definitely rule in my 

favour. I am thankful to all, especially my 
parents for supporting me in my journey.”


