
The death toll in the Indore 
temple stepwell collapse 
incident has now increased 
to 36 and efforts are being 
made to retrieve the body of 
another missing person, the 

police official said on Friday.
Besides, a case has been 

registered against the 
President and Secretary of 
temple administration un-
der IPC section 304. Case 
of unintentional murder 
registered, said Makrand 
Deoskar, 

The BJP on Friday hit out at 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal and accused him 
of “peddling lies” against 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi after the Gujarat High 
Court order. 

Head of BJP’s I-T depart-
ment, Amit Malviya, said, 

“Gujarat High Court slams 
Arvind Kejriwal, imposes 
a fine of Rs 25,000 on him 
for filing frivolous petitions, 
asking about Prime Minis-
ter’s degree.”

BJP spokesperson She-
hzad Poonawalla tweeted, 
“lying & making obnox-
ious remarks, peddling lies 
against the chair of the PM 
has be

Russia’s new foreign policy 
strategy adopted by Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on 

Friday identified China and India 
as its main allies on the world stage.

The new 42-page document sin-
gled out ties with China and India, 
stressing the importance of “the 
deepening of ties and coordina-
tion with friendly sovereign global 
centers of power and development 
located on the Eurasian continent.”

India and Russia maintained a 
close strategic, military, economic, 
and diplomatic interaction dur-
ing the Cold War. Both Russia and 
India refer to this alliance as being 
unique and privileged.

The strategic partnership be-
tween India and Russia is based 
on five main pillars -- politics, de-
fence, civil nuclear energy, counter-

terrorism cooperation, and space. 
India and Russia celebrated the 
75th anniversary of their diplo-
matic relations.

According to the document, 
Russia will continue to build a 
particularly privileged strategic 
partnership with India with a view 
to enhancing and expanding coop-
eration in all areas on a mutually 
beneficial basis and place special 
emphasis on increasing the vol-
ume of bilateral trade, strengthen-
ing investment and technological 
ties, and ensuring their resistance 
to destructive actions of unfriendly 
states and their alliances.

“In order to help adapt the world 
order to the realities of a multipo-
lar world, Russia intends to make 
it one of priorities to enhance the 
capacity and international role of 
the interstate association of BRICS, 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation (SCO), the

Fresh incidents of stone-throwing by unidentified people 
on police personnel, deployed in Howrah’s Kazipara area 
which witnessed violence over the Ram Navami procession 
on Thursday, triggered tension in the area on Friday after-
noon, an officer said. 

The police had to use batons to disperse a group of people 
who had gathered there. Prohibitory orders under Section 
144 of CrPC were imposed in Kazipara area, the senior IPS 
officer told PTI.

Altogether 45 people were arrested in connection with the 
violence since Thursday. 

“The situation was calm and peaceful until this afternoon. 
After that, police personnel were pelted with 

Election officials on Friday intercepted and 
checked Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai’s car when he was on his way to a 
temple in Bengaluru Rural district.

The Model Code of Conduct is in force in the 
State, which goes to polls on May 10.

A video showing officials checking the ve-
hicle has gone viral on social media.

According to sources, Bommai was head-
ing to Ghati Subramanya temple in a private 
car -- as he had surrendered 
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11 killed in stampede during Zakat, ration distribution at karachi factory

Centre shifts gear for Foreign 
Trade Policy to boost exports

Court: No need to furnish 
PM’s degree certificate;  
Rs 25,000 fine for Kejriwal

fresh unrest in howrah: 
cops pelted with stones, 
section 144 imposed

Election officials search CM Bommai’s 
car in poll-bound Karnataka

bJp says keJriwal ‘peddling 
lies’ against prime minister 

death toll rises to 36,  
case filed against 
temple administration

As many as 11 persons, including 
three children, died in a stampede 
that broke out while ration was be-
ing distributed at a local factory in 
Karachi on Friday, reported ARY 
News.

The incident happened at a local 

factory near Siemens Chowrangi in 
Karachi’s SITE area. Rescue sources, 
cited by ARY News, the deceased 
included three children and mostly 
women. Eyewitness quoted by ARY 
News confirmed that the deaths 
were caused by a stampede during 
Zakat distribution at the factory.

According to rescue officials, they 
also received reports of a fire caused 

by a petrol leak at the factory. They 
also discovered water in the narrow 
streets, which appears to indicate 
that factory workers attempted to 
put out the fire.

According to police officials, they 
were not informed about the zakat 
or ration distribution by factory em-
ployees, but they will make appro-
priate arrangements.

Rescue teams transported the bod-
ies and injured to the hospital where 
several are in critical condition. 
According to Senior Superintendent 
Police (SSP) Keamari Fida Hussain, 
the factory administration failed to 
notify the police and district admin-
istration of their ration distribution 
plan, as per ARY News.

SSP Keamari Fida 

In a decisive move to boost 
the country’s exports to USD 
2 trillion by 2030, the Gov-
ernment on Friday unveiled 
an ambitious and much-
awaited Foreign Trade Pol-
icy (FTP) 2023.

The policy aims at shift-

ing the gears of trade from 
incentives based system to 
promoting exports from the 
grassroots. The policy comes 
timely when India’s overall 
exports, including services 
and merchandise exports, 
have already crossed USD 
750 billion and is expected 
to cross US$ 760 billion this 
year, as pointed out by Com-

merce & Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal.
“Every opportunity for ex-
port must be captured and 
utilised effectively. In the 
next 5 months during In-
dia’s G20 presidency there 
should be a massive con-
centrated outreach with the 
world both sector-wise and 
country-wise,” 

Gujarat High Court on Fri-
day set aside the order of the 
Chief Information Commis-
sion (CIC) and ruled that 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) need not to furnish 
degree and post-graduate 
degree certificates of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

The single-judge bench 
of Justice Biren Vaishnav 
set aside the order of the 
CIC directing the public in-
formation officer (PIO) of 
PMO, Gujarat University 

and Delhi University to fur-
nish details of PM Modi’s 
graduation and post-grad-
uation degrees. The bench 
was hearing an appeal filed 
by Gujarat University chal-
lenging the CIC order.

The High Court also im-
posed costs of Rs 25,000 
on Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal who had 
sought details of the certifi-
cate of the Prime Minister’s 
degree. 

Justice Vaishnav also re-
fused to stay his order as 
requested by Kejriwal’s law-
yer Percy Kavina.

sgpc takes out 
procession 
against arrest 
of ‘innocent 
sikh youths’
AmritsAr: the sGPC 
took out a proces-
sion on Friday in a bid 
to press the Punjab 
government to release 

“innocent sikh youths” 
arrested during a police 
crackdown on radi-
cal preacher Amritpal 
singh and his outfit 
Waris Punjab De.
the shiromani Gurd-
wara Parbandhak 
Committee, the apex 
gurdwara body, also 
sought from the govern-
ment to revoke the 
National security Act 
(NsA) slapped against a 
few persons during the 
police action.
Led by its chief Harjinder 
singh Dhami, the proces-
sion marched from the 
sGPC headquarter to the 
district administration 
complex. 

over 1 cr mobile 
numbers linked 
with aadhaar  
in february
NeW DeLHi: Over  1 
crore mobile numbers 
were seeded in Aadhaar 
following requests from 
residents in the month 
of February, an official 
statement said on Friday. 
the linking of mobile 
numbers with Aadhaar 
jumped 93 per cent in 
February from 56.7 lakh 
registration in January, 
according to the Unique 
identification Authority of 
india (UiDAi). “Over 10.97 
million mobile numbers 
were seeded in Aadhaar 
following requests from 
residents in the month 
of February 2023, a jump 
of more than 93 per cent 
over the previous month,” 
the statement said.
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IPL carnival begins

People arrive at Narendra Modi Stadium to watch the IPL 
2023 cricket match between Gujarat Titans and Chennai 

Super Kings, in Ahmedabad, Friday, 31 March 2023. Pti

India-US ties ‘most important 
relationship in 21st century’: 
White House official
WASHINGTON: Kurt Campbell, 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Coordinator for the Indo-Pacific, on 
Friday highlighted the strong bilateral 
relations between India and US at an 
event of the Center for New American 
Security (CNAS).
“India is a great power. It’s not an ally 
of the US and never be an ally of the 
United States. But it does not mean that 
we will not be close partners. And that’s 
why we need to understand the role that 
India will play as a great nation on the 
global stage. We want to encourage that 
and support that and deepen this rela-
tionship which is already, probably the 
strongest people-to-people relationship 
of any country that the United States 
has on the global stage,” said Campbell. 

Campbell said that the India-US rela-
tionship “is the most important bilateral 
relationship for the United States in the 
21st century.”

Responding to a question, he said 
there has been an exponential in-
crease in engagement in virtually ev-
ery area. “We just concluded discus-
sions in a form called ICET in which 
the Indian National Security Advisor 
brought the highest-ranking group of 
Indian technologists ever to come to 
any country, and came to the United 
States to talk about how to partner on 
areas going forward,” said Campbell. 

“We’re working more on defence-related 
issues on people to people. We want 
more Indian students in our universities. 
We want more  American 

russia’s new foreign policy 
picks india, china as main allies

india’s global reach 

  The 42-page document stresses deepening ties with ‘global centres of power’
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The Special Court on Friday 
while denying bail to Delhi’s 
former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Manish Sisodia said that 
the evidence collected so far 
by the CBI not only shows 
the applicant’s active partici-
pation in the above criminal 
conspiracy but also shows 
the prima facie commission 
of some substantive offences 
of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion (PC) Act by him.

The court said that there 
is also nothing apparent 
on record to infer or show 
that Sisodia’s arrest, in this 

case, was illegal or viola-
tive of any directions of the 
Supreme Court or the High 
Courts and rather, the mate-
rial placed before this court 
by the CBI justifies the arrest 
of the applicant in the case. 

“Further, even though the 
medical condition of the wife 
of the applicant has been 
sought to be made a ground 
for grant of bail to him, it is 
observed that though the 
neurological or mental ill-
ness of the wife of the appli-
cant is claimed to be around 
20 years old, the documents 
filed on record in support 
thereof are found to be of 

rule of law 

No bail to Sisodia, court 
says CBI’s evidence shows 
his active participation 
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Punjab Police expanded their search for 
Amritpal Singh on Friday to ‘deras’ and 
other possible hideouts of the fugitive 
preacher in Hoshiarpur district, where 
some suspects had abandoned their car fol-
lowing a chase three days ago.

Police sources said barricades have been 
placed at key choke points and a thorough 
search of all vehicles in Marnaian and 

nearby villages was underway. They said 
police officials were also searching deras, 
residential places, small rooms set up near 
tubewells and even shelter for animals in 
several villages.

The radical preacher has been on the run 
since a police crackdown on his outfit War-
is Punjab De on March 18. He has, howev-
er, appeared in two purported videos and 
an audio clip released on social media in 
the past three days. In the latest video, the 
Khalistan sympathiser 
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PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES MISSION AMRIT SAROVAR

Security was tightened in the 
steel city on Friday ahead of 
Ramanavami processions be-
ing taken out in the evening, 
while an Akhara Committee 
has called for a Jamshed-
pur 'bandh' (shutdown) on 
1 April over the seizure of a 
truck with a music system 
and trailer.

The district administration, 
however, said it has no infor-
mation about the bandh so 
far. "We have called a dawn-
to-dusk bandh in Jamshedpur 
on 1 April in protest against 
the seizure of the DJ (truck 
with music system) and 
trailer... Many akharas will 
not take out processions this 
evening, the Central Ram-
navmi Akhara Committee 
and senior BJP leader Abhay 
Singh said.

However, many akharas 
were seen taking out colour-
ful processions headed for 
the riverfront. "A Nagaland-
registered trailer with a na-
tional permit and DJ has been 
seized as it cannot be used for 
procession in narrow lanes. 

We had already prohibited 
the use of DJ; the entire city 
cannot be held to ransom for 
some people's interests. No 
one has come forward so far 
to claim the trailer," Jamshed-
pur deputy commissioner Vi-
jaya Jadhav stated.

Asked about the bandh call, 
Jadhav said the administra-
tion has no information on 
this so far and that the situ-
ation in the industrial city is 
normal. Dhalbhum sub-divi-
sional officer Piyush Sinha 
said around 200 licenced 
akhara committees will take 
out Ramanavami immersion 
processions in the city on 
Friday.

The official said the deputy 
commissioner Jadhav and 
senior superintendent of po-
lice Prabhat Kumar inspected 
all routes of the processions, 
including sensitive and super-
sensitive areas, and issued 
directions to senior officials. 
The district administration 
has set up temporary CCTV 
and night vision cameras in 
these areas to keep a vigil on 
mischief-makers, an official 
statement said.

Around 40,000 water bodies 
have been developed under 
the Mission Amrit Sarovar 
in the last 11 months, achiev-
ing around 80 percent of the 
target under the scheme, the 
Rural Development Ministry 
said on Friday. The mission, 
launched by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 24 April, 
last year, aims at developing 
and rejuvenating 75 water 
bodies in each district of the 
country as part of the "Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsav".

The total number of Am-
rit Sarovars to be developed 
under the scheme is around 
50,000, which was set to be 
completed by 15 August this 
year. "Within a short span of 
11 months, more than 40,000 
Amrit Sarovars have been con-
structed, which constitutes 80 
percent of the total target," the 
ministry said in a statement.

So far, 1,784 freedom fight-
ers, 18,173 eldest members of 
panchayats, 448 family mem-
bers of freedom fighters, 684 
family members of martyrs, 
and 56 Padma Awardees have 
participated in the mission. 

The Mission is boosting rural 
livelihoods as the completed 
water bodies have been iden-
tified for activities like irriga-
tion, fisheries, the cultivation 
of water chestnut, and animal 
husbandry.

As of now, 66 percent of user 
groups are engaged in agricul-
ture, 21 percent in fisheries, six 
percent are involved in water 
chestnut and lotus cultiva-
tion, and seven percent of the 
groups are involved in animal 
husbandry.

Six central ministries -- the 
Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment, the Ministry of Railways, 
the Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways, the Ministry of 
Jal Shakti, the Ministry of Pan-
chayati Raj, and the Ministry 
of Environment, Forests, and 
Climate Change,  are working 
on the mission, along with 
technical organisations like 
the Bhaskaracharya National 
Institute of Space Applications 
and Geo-Informatics (BISAG-
N) and all state and UT govern-
ments. The Railway and Road 
Transport and Highways Min-
istries are using the excavated 
soil from the water bodies for 
infrastructure projects in the 
vicinity. 

Police have registered a first 
information report (FIR) 
against nearly 300 people and 
have arrested 21 so far in con-
nection with a clash between 
two groups during a Ram Na-
vami procession in Mumbai's 
Malvani area, an official said 
on Friday. The incident oc-
curred on Thursday night at 
Malvani in suburban Malad 
(West), when the procession 
was going on and some people 
objected to the high volume DJ 
and loud music accompany-
ing it.

Those involved in the clash 
are being identified with the 
help of drone and CCTV foot-
age of the area at the time, and 
action is being taken accord-
ing to their role, he said. While 
nearly 300 people have been 
booked, police have arrested 
21 so far, and more arrests 
are likely, the official said, 
adding that the probe in the 
case is underway. In the FIR, 
police have pressed charges 
under Indian Penal Code 

sections 353 (assault or use of 
criminal force to deter a pub-
lic servant from discharge of 
his duty), 324 (voluntarily 
causing hurt by dangerous 
weapons or means), 332 (who-
ever voluntarily causes hurt 
to any person being a public 
servant in the discharge of his 
duty as such a public servant), 
145 (joining or continuing in 
unlawful assembly), and 143 
(unlawful assembly).

Earlier, police had appre-
hended more than 20 people 
on the charge of rioting and 
said the process to place them 
under arrest was on. During 
the clash between the two 
groups on Thursday night, 

stones were hurled, which 
triggered panic in the area. 
Additional police force was 
called in, and the police per-
sonnel used force to disperse 
the crowd, the official said.

Senior police officials and 
some local political leaders 
rushed to the spot and ap-
pealed for peace, he said. Af-
ter the incident, supporters 
of a right-wing organisation 
gathered outside the Malvani 
police station and demanded 
action against those who al-
legedly pelted stones. A large 
number of police personnel 
were deployed in the area, and 
the situation was brought un-
der control, he added.

Security tightened in 
Steel City ahead of 
Ram Navami march 

40,000 water bodies 
developed: Rural 
Development Ministry

21 held, 300 booked for clash 
during Ram Navami in Mumbai
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VERBAL SPAT CONTINUES

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Friday 
hit out at the Centre for 
Rahul Gandhi's disquali-
fication from Lok Sabha 
following his conviction 
and sentencing to two 
years in a criminal defa-
mation case and said that 
the BJP had hatched a 
conspiracy against the 
Congress.

He said that the opposi-
tion plays an important 
role in democracy and 
that the BJP should be 
able to deal with the criti-
cisms. "They are snatch-
ing the house of the mem-
ber of that great family; 
he was also disqualified 
from the Lok Sabha, but 
it was a big conspiracy of 
the central government. 
The opposition has its 
own role in a democracy. 
The ruling government 
should know how to deal 
with the criticisms," said 
Ashok Gehlot.

Gehlot alleged that Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
was not allowed to speak 

in the House and was dis-
qualified after he raised 
questions over the Adani 
issue.  "Rahul Gandhi 
raised questions regard-
ing Adani, and he was not 
allowed to speak in the 
House and was expelled. 
This is the first prime 
minister who did not say 
a single word in the Adani 
case. What is the reason?" 
said Gehlot.

Referring to the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, Gehlot said 
that Rahul Gandhi raised 
the issue of inflation and 
unemployment and did 
nothing wrong by ad-
dressing the issue. "Rahul 

Gandhi raised the issue of 
inflation and unemploy-
ment in the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, in which lakhs of 
people participated. Ra-
hul Gandhi was giving a 
message in Yatra: live with 
love and harmony; there 
should be no violence. 
What did Rahul Gandhi 
say wrong? Rahul Gandhi 
pointed out that the grow-
ing gap between rich and 
poor should be reduced.

Speaking about  the 
difference between the 
Congress party and the 
leaders, he said that there 
are minor differences in 
every party. 

"There are minor differ-
ences in every party, and 
there are some complaints 
in every party, but we 
have been in the organ-
isation, and someone can 
understand better than 
us what the feeling of the 
worker is. I've spent my 
entire life in NSUI and 
Congress organisations. 
No one can understand 
the mantra of the Con-
gress organisation better 
than me," he said.

BJP hATChEd CONSPIRACY 
AgAINST CONgRESS: CM gEhLOT
TDG NeTwork
BHARATPUR

Shital Keshari is fast emerg-
ing as a talented artist for 
her amazing classical and 
abstract paintings. Her paint-
ings in styles ranging from 
classical to modern abstract 
have been much appreci-
ated in different parts of the 
country. Artists and people 
have praised her artistry. 
She has also recently been 
awarded the 'Maharash-
tra Gaurav Samman' for 
her amazing artwork. Mrs. 
Shital has suddenly started 
doing wonders in the world 
of painting. She started de-
picting ideas on canvas last 
year, but it's hard to believe 
how those who didn't catch 
brushes and paint before 
2022 became examples of 
the magic of art in just one 
year. In this context, she said 
that if you identify your in-
herent talent at the right time 
and start working with con-
fidence, being motivated with 
full passion and patience, and 
experiencing energy, then 
nothing can stop you from 
moving forward on the steps 

of success. It is known that 
Mrs. Keshari has touched 
artistic excellence in a short 
time without any guidance 
or any traditional training. 
The way she has started do-
ing wonders with colours is 
commendable. 

Shital Keshari began an ar-
tistic experiment on canvas 
in 2022, aiming to use co-
lours to match imagination 
in the art world with vision-
driven confidence. In a very 
short period, she has created 
many classy, acclaimed paint-
ings and is advancing them 
artistically.

 Her recent paintings dis-
played at the prestigious 
Mumbai Art Fair and Asian 
Art Festival, New Delhi, a 
confluence of artists from 
fifty Asian countries or-
ganised by the Mongolian 
Embassy, attracted a lot of 
visitors and left an indelible 
impression on their minds. 
Her paintings, made in vari-
ous styles, were well received 
by people of various walks, 
including artists. She never 
dreamed that he would ever 
be inclined towards paint-
ing. But when fate will lead 

someone down a new path, it 
is hard to know. Fashion de-
signer-turned-painter Mrs. 
Keshari says that after years 
of taking a course in fashion 
design, she suddenly turned 
to painting. 

A nuanced look at her cre-
ations reveals the depth of 
the artworks, and one can-
not believe how a person who 

has received no guidance can 
do wonders with colours on 
canvas in such a short period 
of time. But talent cannot be 
constrained by time and re-
sources. Shital Keshari's sen-
sibility and imagination are 
certainly unmatched, and it 
is also her extraordinary tal-
ent that she has expressed 
her thoughts in the form of 

paintings. The main theme 
of her paintings is her amaz-
ing ability to display mystery 
with expressions. Whether it 
is the mystical, creative, and 
captivating aspects of nature, 
memorable moments of the 
plays of great playwrights 
like Shakespeare, or por-
trait paintings, their artistic 
expressions add miracles to 

the canvas.  Her future paint-
ing plans will have various 
paintings on topics such as 
the spread of Indian culture, 
the relevance of rural life, the 
protection of the ecosystem, 
and the promotion of human-
ism. She is a liberal woman 
who gives more importance 
to social harmony for the 
upliftment of society, and 

her every work is inspired by 
the idea of taking the under-
privileged section of society 
to the next level. In this mate-
rialistic, competitive society, 
through the arts, she seeks 
to communicate universal 
brotherhood among the 
people.  She believes that art 
can play an important role in 
changing the human face. In-
tending to infuse and spread 
the colours of art among the 
new generation of India, she 
is also trying to bring art tal-
ent to the global stage by in-
spiring children. She believes 
that artists are the shadow of 
God and represent Him on 
earth.  The figures painted on 
the surface are not the cre-
ation of the mind and hand 
but are pure thinking and 
spirit-filled figurines. 

The beauty of the paint-
ing is, therefore, an artistic 
expression created by the 
Holy Spirit. She says, "You 
can pursue your creative pas-
sion at any age, but do your 
best; don't try half-heartedly. 
Concentration, honesty, and 
dedication are essential ele-
ments for growth in any 
field.

Maharashtra Gaurav Awardee paints a beautiful world
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COMMUNAL VIOLENCE

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah spoke to 
West Bengal Gover-

nor CV Ananda Bose and 
took stock of the situation 
in the state where violence 
broke out between two 
groups when a Ram Navami 
procession was taken out in 
Howrah city on Thursday 
evening.

In the telephonic conver-
sation with Bose, the Home 
Minister took detailed notes 
of the incident that led to vio-
lence in Howrah City, where 
several vehicles were torched 
and shops were ransacked 
on Thursday evening. Shah 
took information about the 
current situation in the city 
during a conversation with 
the West Bengal Governor.

The State Police has said a 
number of people were de-

tained in connection with 
the violence that reportedly 
erupted when the Ram Na-
vami procession was passing 
through the Kazipara locality 
in Howrah city. Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee has 
assured strict action against 
the perpetrators of the vio-
lence and said that the use 
of unauthorised routes led 
to the clash. The BJP, mean-
while, has attacked Banerjee 

for the violence. On Friday, 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
MP Locket Chatterjee said 
that the lives of Hindus in the 
state are "under threat." "It is 
disheartening. Such visuals 
emerge from Bengal dur-
ing every Ram Navami and 
Durga idol immersion. It is 
not acceptable that the lives of 
Hindus in Bengal are under 
threat. When there was vio-
lence in Howrah yesterday, 

Mamata Banerjee was sit-
ting on a 30-hour dharna," 
Chatterjee stated. The BJP 
MP accused Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee of appease-
ment politics and demanded 
her resignation.

Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur also condemned 
the violence in West Ben-
gal. "During Mamata Ba-
nerjee's rule, journalists 
were attacked, and stone 
pelting was done during 
Ram Navami processions. 
If journalists are becoming 
victims of violence and the 
state government remains a 
mute spectator, what can be 
more shameful than this? 
The more it is condemned, 
the less it is." Thakur said. 
Meanwhile, the situation 
turned violent in the Shibpur 
area of Howrah on Friday. 
Fresh violence broke out on 
Friday, a day after arson on 
Ram Navami.

ShAh SPEAkS TO WB gOVERNOR
TO TAkE STOCk ON hOWRAh 
TDG NeTwork
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Clash broke out between two groups during 'ram Navami' 
Shobha Yatra in Mumbai on Friday.

rAF personnel patrol areas of Howrah on Friday.
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CM Gehlot addresses a press 
conference in Ahmedabad.

CONSENSUS OVER 
fLASh fLOOdS
Caste identity is important 
for any gathering. The indira 
Gandhi National Centre 
for Arts and Culture, in as-
sociation with Maithili Bho-
jpuri Academy, organised 
a Maithili drama festival 
recently in the auditorium of 
iGNCA. All the leaders be-
longing to the Maithili caste, 
cutting across the political 
spectrum, assembled for 
the festival. AAP party MlA 
Rituraj Jha, Darbhanga 
MP Gopal Thakur, AiCC 
Secretary Pranab Jha, 
BJP Kisan Morcha leader 
Monoj Jha, and National 
Media incharge of the BJP, 
Sanjay Mayukh, were all 
on the stage at the same 
time. in addition to this, 
Secretary of Government of 
india Dr N Vijaylakhsmi has 
performed Bharatanatyam 
dance. Though the occasion 
was the inauguration of 
the drama festival, political 
demands were raised in 
the inaugural ceremony. 
interestingly, it was in the 
interest of the people of 
Mithilanchal in Bihar, and 
there was almost consen-
sus on these issues. 

CALCUTTA hC 
JUdgE qUESTIONS 
SC’S dECISION
it was a bizarre thing that 
happened in the High Court 
of Kolkata. Justice Abhijit 
Ganguly raised objec-
tions in open court to the 
Supreme Court's decision 
to stay on the inquiry about 
the teacher recruitment 
scam in west Bengal. 
Justice Ganguly has given 
an order for an inquiry and 
scrapped all the appoint-
ments of teachers who 
were illegally appointed, 
ignoring the genuine can-
didates. The west Bengal 
government went to the 
Supreme Court asking for 
a stay on the order of the 
High Court, which was 
granted. The west Bengal 
Government has appointed 
former Attorney General of 
the NDA Government Mu-
kul Rohatagi in this case. 
Senior counsel Rohatagi 
argued in the apex court 
against the arbitrariness 
of the order of the Calcutta 
High Court Judge. After 
hearing the appeal, Justice 
Dinesh Maheswari's bench 
has stayed the order. 
Justice Ganguly, when he 
heard the Supreme Court’s 
observation, commented 
against the Supreme Court 
judge. 

CONgRESS dROPS 
NO CONfIdENCE 
MOTION PLAN
The parliamentary party in 
Congress wanted to bring 
a motion of no confidence 
against loksabha Speak-
er Om Birla. Knowing well 
that the motion would be 
defeated, Congress tried 
to get support from other 
likeminded opposition 
parties. if the motion was 
tabled, then Congressmen 
could openly criticise the 
Speaker for his alleg-
edly 'partisan behaviour'. 
But the NCP, left, and 
TMC parties vetoed the 
proposal. They feel now the 
Opposition has to target the 
government on the Adani 
issue. Once the motion of no 
confidence is taken up, the 
focus of the attack on the 
government will be diluted. 
Hence, Congress has to 
drop its plan.

on the radar

Gautam Lahiri
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protest

Scores of students on 
Friday staged a dem-
onstration at Delhi 

University’s Indraprastha 
College for Women, seeking  
resignation of principal Poo-
nam Kumria, days after an 
alleged incident of harass-
ment of women students 
during a fest.

Unknown men on Tues-
day allegedly trespassed, 

shouted slogans and ha-
rassed women students dur-
ing the ‘Shruti’ festival at the 
college.

Holding placards and rais-
ing slogans against Kum-
ria, the students of the all-
women college held a march 
on campus amid slogans of 
“Poonam Kumria istifa do 
(Poonam Kumria resign)”.

“Around 200 students  
gathered here against the 
incident. We are demand-
ing action against the goons, 

resignation of the principal 
and establishment of GS-
CASH (gender sensitization 
committee against sexual 
harassment),” a protesting 
student said.

She also demanded action 
against the police personnel 
who allegedly harassed and  
detained students following 
a protest on Wednesday.

Following the alleged inci-
dent on Tuesday, the police 
registered an FIR under sec-
tions 337 (causing hurt by act 

endangering life or personal 
safety of others) and and 188 
(disobedience to an order 
lawfully promulgated by a 
public servant) of the Indian 
Penal Code and arrested 
seven people, they said.

An All India Students’ As-
sociation activist had alleged 
that the men who had tres-
passed were heard chant-
ing “Miranda, IP dono ha-
mara (Miranda House and 
Indraprastha College both 
are ours)” and “Miranda 

nahi chhoda to IP bhi nahi 
chhodenge (We didn’t leave 
Miranda, we won’t leave IP 
either)”.

The police, on their part, 
said there was a huge crowd 
near the college gate during 
the fest.

Around 3 pm, some over-
zealous students started  
entering the college in a 
hurry. In the process, there 
was heavy pressure on the 
gates and some students fell 
down, they said. 
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Ip college harassment: students 
demand prIncIpal’s resIgnatIon  

bIzzare IncIdent

Six die from 
suffocation after 
mosquito coil falls 
on mattress

Six people, including a baby,  were suffocated to death after 
an overturned mosquito coil sparked a blaze at a house in 
northeast Delhi’s Shastri Park, police said on Friday. Three 
others were also injured in the incident.

The police received information around 9 am that a fire had 
broken out in a house at Mazar Wala Road in Shastri Park’s 
Machhi Market, Deputy Commissioner of Police (Northeast) 
Joy Tirkey said.

 Upon reaching the spot, the police found that nine people 
had been taken to Jag Pravesh Chandra Hospital, Tirkey said.

Of them, four men, a woman and a one-and-a-half-year-
old child died. A 15-year-old girl and a 45-year-old man are 
being treated for burn injuries while a 22-year-old man was 
discharged after first aid, they police said.

According to the police, it was learnt that a burning mos-
quito coil had tipped over on a mattress during the night. 
The residents lost consciousness due to the toxic fumes be-
fore eventually suffocating to death. Further investigation 
is underway.

 The Fire department said three water tenders were rushed 
to the spot after receiving information about the blaze.
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counterIng covId

mcd park plan

Govt on toes to tackle Covid 
challenge amid spike: CM Kejriwal

plan afoot to spruce up 1,000 bIg parks, 
open gyms, swIngs In delhI In 6 months

The Delhi government is 
keeping an eye on the spurt 
in Covid-19 cases in the na-
tional capital and is “pre-
pared to face any eventual-
ity”, Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal said on Friday.

Only three deaths have 
been reported over the last 
four-five days. In all three 
patients, co-morbidities 
were “very severe” and it 
has been assessed that the 
fatality was due to co-mor-
bidities and perhaps Covid 
was “incidental”, but one 
can’t say that, he said.

Addressing reporters af-
ter chairing a review meet-
ing on the Covid situation 
in Delhi, Kejriwal, howev-
er, said there was no need 
to worry as of now and  
that the city government 
was taking all required 
steps.

“The Delhi government 

is keeping an eye on the 
Covid-19 situation and it is 
prepared to face any even-
tuality”, he said.

Delhi recorded 295 fresh 
Covid-19 cases on Thurs-
day with a positivity rate of 
12.48 per cent, according to 
data shared by the Health 

department. On Wednes-
day, the city had logged 
300 cases, the first time 
since August 31, while the 
positivity rate had mount-
ed to 13.89 per cent Two 
Covid-related deaths were 
also reported on Wednes-
day.

The civic body plans to renovate 
a thousand big parks here in the 
next six months by installing green 
patching and refurbishing gym fa-
cilities wherever required, an offi-
cial said on Friday.

The Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) looks after 15,000 
parks, including 1,000 big ones. 
A park is considered “big” if it is 
more than an acre in size.

The renovation will include in-
stalling green patches and refur-
bishing the open gyms and swings 
in the parks, the official said.

The parks will be developed in a 
phased manner.

“We are developing an action 
plan to refurbish the parks in the 
MCD area. We plan to develop the 
parks in phases.

“We have 15,000 parks in total, of 
which around 1,000 are more than 
an acre in size. In the first phase, 
we will renovate such parks. 

Smaller parks will be renovated in 
the second phase,” the official said.

“Renovation of the big parks is 
the priority as their demands are 
more. The renovation will also 
include the development of gyms 
where there is a need for sprucing 
up the existing outdoor gym facil-
ity,” he added.

The civic authorities are also con-
ducting surveys to identify service-
level gaps across parks in colonies 
in the MCD area.

“We have services such as rec-

reational (swings in parks) and 
health (open gyms). We believe 
there should be at least one park 
with an open gym in the colony. 
In every colony, there should be a 
park with facilities for children to 
play,” he said.

“(A survey to understand) colo-
ny-wise service gap is the best way 
to identify the requirement for fa-
cilities. We are preparing data in 
this regard and the repair work 
will start according to that,” he 
added.

TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

ray of hope

technology advancement

pm modI expresses 
happIness for gem 
crossIng rs 2 lakh cr

even vegetable sellers 
are doIng mobIle 
transactIons: sc 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, on Friday, expressed 
happiness at the Govern-
ment e-Marketplace (GeM) 
crossing Gross Merchan-
dise Value of Rs 2 lakh crore 
in 2022-23.

Taking to Twitter, PM 
Modi tweeted, “Excellent! 
@GeM_India has given us 
a glimpse of the energy and 
enterprise of the people of 
India. It has ensured pros-
perity and better markets 
for many citizens.” PM 
Modi made the remark in 
response to a tweet by Union 
Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal.

Goyal had stated in a tweet, 
“A true GeM of India! A 
landmark achievement for 
the nation as @GeM_India 
crosses Gross Merchandise 

Value of Rs 2 lakh crore in 
2022-23. Under PM @Na-
rendraModi ji’s relentless 
pursuit to ensure transpar-
ent procurement, GeM is 
emerging as a trusted plat-
form for buyers and sellers”. 

GeM is the National Public 
Procurement Portal for the 
procurement of goods and 
services for Central and State 
Government Organisations. 

During the hearing of a plea 
challenging compulsory 
e-filing in some tribunals, 
the Supreme Court recently 
remarked that with the ad-
vancement in technology, 
people are upgrading them-
selves and even vegetable 
sellers nowadays are com-
fortably transacting through 
mobile phones.

Justice PS Narasimha told 
the counsel appearing for 
the petitioner that “People 
are upgrading themselves. 
Everyone is upgrading 
themselves. Don’t convert it 
into litigation. Even a veg-
etable seller is transacting 
comfortably through mobile 
phones. Lawyers should up-
grade themselves as early as 
possible.”

Therefore, the apex court 
heard a petition challenging 
the amended Rule 3 of the 
e-filing rules as unconstitu-
tional & seeking direction to 
the Debts Recovery Tribu-
nals (DRT) and Debts Re-
covery Appellate Tribunals 
(DRATs) to continue with 
the hybrid filing of pleadings 
& applications.

A bench led by CJI DY 
Chandrachud observed that 
e-filing provides transpar-
ency and efficiency in the 

administration of justice, 
and 24/7 access and con-
venience for lawyers & liti-
gants.

As per the bench, with the 
emergence of technology, 
it was too late to postulate 
that e-filing shouldn’t be the 
norm, and in fact, the same 
should be replicated by 
other courts and tribunals, 
including the high courts.

However, at the same time, 
the court noted that it can’t 
be unmindful of the digital 
divide in the country as not 
all citizens can access the in-
ternet & technology.

“Technology is an enabler 
and facilitator and no seg-
ment of citizens should be 
left behind in the adoption 
of technology.”

Therefore, the court, per-
mitted the lawyers to sub-
mit their representation to 
the Department of Financial 
Services in case any difficul-
ties are encountered in the 
process of e-filing. The rep-
resentation should more fo-
cus on concrete suggestions 
to facilitate the process and 
transition to e-filing.

The court directed that the 
chairman of DRT should 
submit a report to the de-
partment every month for 
6 months and suggest if the 
upgradation of any software 
was required.
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work ethIcs

aIIms, delhI to set up 
museum of achIeves to 
exhIbIt legacy of InstItute

The AIIMS New Delhi will set up the Museum of Archives 
to exhibit the high standards of work ethics, evidence-based 
patient care and the legacy of the Institute. It would assist 
generations to come to understand the objectives and culture 
of the organization and motivate them to live up to them.

According to the Office Memorandum,” All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi was established in 
1956 as an autonomous institution of national importance by 
an Act of Parliament with the objective of setting the highest 
standards of Medical Education in India by bringing together 
in one place, educational facilities of the highest order for the 
training of healthcare personnel in all important branches 
for the attainment of self-sufficiency in Medical Education. 
Nearly seven decades into its journey, AIIMS, New Delhi con-
tinues to be the forerunner in the field of health education, 
research and patient care, across the country.”

“The standards that it has attained and maintained over the 
period are a result of the dedicated healthcare professionals 
that have toiled day in, day out to nurture this Institute. AI-
IMS has developed a rich culture that amalgamates evidence-
based medicine with strong work ethics that synchronise to 
deliver results envisioned during its inception. 

top of the day
father-son duo 
arrested for 
extortIon
New Delhi: Delhi Police 
on Thursday arrested a 
52-year-old man and his 
son for allegedly trying 
to extort money, thrash-
ing a restaurant owner in 
Delhi’s Qutub Road, Nabi 
Karim area. The police 
said, “laxman indoriya s/o 
Ram Narayan r/o Neema 
wala Chowk, Qutub Road, 
Nabi Karim aged 52 years 
was brought to the police 
station and interrogated at 
length. After interrogation 
and verification of facts, it 
emerged that he has also 
been previously involved 
in 5 cases of wrongful 
restrain, house trespass, 
criminal intimidation, etc.  
After detailed interroga-
tion and his confession of 
being involved in above 
said incidents, he has 
been arrested in all three 
cases.” “lakshay S/o lax-
man indoriya age-26 years 
has also been arrested 
in case FiR No.144/23 
and 145/23 while his wife 
and son Pragyawan are 
absconding and efforts 
are on to arrest them. 
An iron road and plastic 
pipe used in beating (FiR 
No. 144/23) has been 
recovered on the instance 
of laxman indoria”, the 
police informed.

massIve fIre 
erupts In delhI’s 
factory, 25 fIre 
tenders on spot
New Delhi: A fire broke 
out in a factory in the 
wazirpur area of Delhi on 
Friday morning. Fire de-
partment officials stated 
that a call was received 
from A-91 wazirpur 
industrial area near JD 
Dharam Kanta at around 
8:18 am. A total of 25 fire 
tenders are on the spot to 
douse the fire. As per the 
fire official, No casualties 
have been reported so 
far. Visuals from the spot 
showed massive flames 
billowing out from the 
building. Delhi Fire Ser-
vices Chief Fire officer AK 
Malik told,” we received 
a fire call at 8:18 am. we 
do not have any reports of 
casualties”. 
The fire officer further 
stated that it cannot be 
specified at this point as 
to how much time it will 
take to control the fire. “it 
cannot be said as it will 
depend on the storage 
facilities of chemicals and 
other container systems 
storing different materi-
als,” he said. 

nehru place-IIt 
flyover open for 
traffIc
New Delhi: The Nehru 
Place-iiT stretch on Chi-
rag Dilli flyover has been 
opened for the movement 
of traffic, police said on 
Friday. The repair work on 
the carriageway from iiT 
towards Nehru Place has 
now been started, they 
said. “On Chirag Delhi 
Flyover, the carriageway 
from Nehru Place towards 
iiT has been opened for 
the movement of traffic. 
Now, the repair work has 
started in the carriage-
way from iiT towards 
Nehru Place due to which 
traffic is affected on this 
stretch,” the Delhi Traffic 
Police tweeted. The Nehru 
Place-iiT stretch of the fly-
over on Outer Ring Road 
had been closed on March 
12 due to repair work by 
the public works Depart-
ment. The repair work on 
the entire flyover will take 
25 days to be finished. 
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 

In the courts
HC asKs ViVO TO 
appROaCH pMLa 
appELLaTE TRibuNaL
New Delhi: The Delhi high Court 
has asked Chinese smartphone 
maker Vivo to approach the PMlA 
Appellate Tribunal in relation to the 
freezing of its bank accounts pursu-
ant to a money laundering probe by 
the enforcement Directorate. Justice 
Prathiba M Singh asked Vivo, which 
has already filed an appeal before the 
tribunal, to file a plea there itself for 
interim relief and clarified that until a 
decision, interim or final, is taken by 
the tribunal, the high court’s earlier 
orders asking the company to furnish 
bank guarantee of Rs 950 crore and 
to maintain the credit balance of over 
Rs 251 crore to be able to use the 
bank accounts shall continue.The 
proceedings on interim applications 
as also the final adjudication may be 
conducted expeditiously before the 
Appellate Tribunal within four weeks 
either from filing of the appeal or 
from first listing of the appeal along 
with the interim applications, added 
the court.

CHEaTiNG COuLD 
NOT bE DECiDED by 
CONsuMER fORuM: sC 
New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
has remarked that cases involv-
ing tortious acts or criminality like 
fraud or cheating could not be 
decided by the Consumer Forums 
and deficiency in service has to be 
distinguished from the criminal 
acts. A bench of Ajay Rastogi 
and Bela M Trivedi passed these 
remarks on March 27 order while 
setting aside an order of National 
Consumer Disputes Redressal 
Commission, Circuit Bench at 
Chennai dated February 1, 2007. 
The Chairman and the Manager 
of the City Union Bank limited 
have preferred the present appeal 
against the Judgment and Order 
dated February 1, 2007 passed by 
the National Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission, Circuit 
Bench at Chennai in which it 
upheld the order dated Decem-
ber 23, 2004 passed by the State 
Consumer Disputes Redressal 
Commission, Chennai.

KERaLa HC COLLEGiuM 
sEND sEpaRaTE 
pROpOsaL fOR 
JuDGEs ELEVaTiON 
eRNAKUlAM: The Kerala high 
Court Collegium has recently sent 
two separate lists of judicial officers 
recommended for elevation as high 
Court judges to the Supreme Court 
Collegium. The development re-
sulted from a disagreement among 
the members of the Collegium. 
The collegium that recommended 
the two lists are Chief Justice S 
Manikumar, as well as Justice SV 
Bhatti and Justice K Vinod Chan-
dran. Chief Justice Manikumar 
and Justice Bhatti agreed on seven 
judicial officers’ names and sent a list 
appropriately. Nevertheless, Judge 
Chandran supplied a different list 
and also expressed his dissent on 
one judicial officer on the other two 
justices’ proposed list. Both lists have 
now been forwarded to the Supreme 
Court collegium for consideration. 
The two lists of recommendations 
are as follows: Chief Justice Maniku-
mar and Justice Bhatti’s.

bOMbay HC sTays 
pRObE aGaiNsT 
aap’s LEaDER  
MUMBAi: The Bombay high Court 
recently stayed probe against Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) executive mem-
ber and Mumbai president Preeti 
Sharma Menon in connection with 
a case under the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act. A division bench of 
Sunil Shukre and MM Sathaye or-
dered the Mumbai police to halt their 
investigation in the matter for four 
weeks until the next hearing date.
On March 16, 2023, the Andheri po-
lice station filed a first information re-
port (FiR) against Menon in response 
to a complaint filed by AAP member 
Sanjay Kamble. Kamble claims that 
on February 23, while AAP Chief 
and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal was in 
Mumbai, he highlighted the issue of 
mismanagement within the party.
At the time, another member, Manu 
Pillai, was accused of making anti-
caste slurs. Kamble approached 
Menon and requested that she take 
action against Pillai.



4 nation the daily guardian review
saturday |  01  april 2023
new delhi

RELIEF AT LAST 

On Friday, Punjab Minister 
Brahm Shankar Jimpa an-
nounced that former cricketer 
and Congress leader Navjot 
Singh Sidhu will be released 
from Patiala jail on April 1. 
The Punjab government has 
no objection to the release, 
as the cabinet has approved 
the issue of freeing prisoners 
who have completed their 
sentences. Sidhu, currently 
incarcerated in Patiala jail, 
took to Twitter to confirm the 
news. His wife, Navjot Kaur 
Sidhu, had recently revealed 
her diagnosis of stage 2 can-
cer and subsequent surgery. 
She shared a heartfelt note on 
Twitter about her husband, 
who is serving a one-year 
sentence at Patiala Central 
Jail after being convicted in 
a road rage case.

Sidhu was sentenced to one 
year of imprisonment by the 
Supreme Court on May 19, 
last year, in the three-decade-
old road rage case. A bench 
of justices AM Khanwilkar 
and Sanjay Kishan Kaul de-
livered the order. Previously, 
the court had reserved the re-
view petition in the case filed 

by the victim’s family.
Despite Sidhu’s opposition 

to enlarging the scope of the 
road rage case against him, 
the court acquitted him of cul-
pable homicide charges but 
convicted him of voluntarily 
causing hurt, imposing a fine 
of Rs 1,000. Sidhu’s associate, 
Rupinder Singh Sandhu, was 
also acquitted in the case.

The case has gone through 
multiple courts, starting with 
the Sessions Court Judge of 
Patiala acquitting Sidhu and 
his associate in 1999 due to 
lack of evidence. The Punjab 
and Haryana High Court later 
convicted and sentenced Sid-
hu to three years of impris-
onment in 2006, prompting 
Sidhu to appeal before the 
Supreme Court.

Navjot Singh Sidhu 
Set for Release 
from Patiala Jail

US ensures safety 
amid threats to Punjab 
CM’s daughter
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IMPORTANT ADDITION NATIONAL SECURITY ‘COWARDICE’ 

The Chief Minister of Hi-
machal Pradesh, Thakur 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, 
laid the foundation stone 
for the first PET Block at In-
dira Gandhi Medical College 
(IGMC) in Shimla on Friday. 
The project is expected to 
cost Rs 45.68 crore, which 
includes Rs 21 crore for a 
Single Positron Emission 
Tomography (PET) CT ma-
chine, Rs 9 crore for a pho-
ton emission computerised 
tomography (SPECT) CT 
machine, and Rs 15.68 crore 
for civil works.

During the ceremony, the 
Chief Minister stated that 
the new PET block will 
provide world-class facili-
ties to patients within the 
state, which will save them 
money and time. The facility 
is expected to detect cancer, 
assist with response and 
follow-up, and benefit other 
departments such as cardi-
ology, psychiatry, and urol-

ogy. The three-story build-
ing will also have modern 
amenities for patients, doc-
tors, and paramedical staff, 
as well as parking space for 
around 50 vehicles. The 
state government plans to 
establish PET scan facilities 
in all medical colleges with-
in a year and has allocated 
Rs 400 crore for the Center 
of Excellence for Cancer 
Care in Dr Radhakrishnan 
government medical college 
Hamirpur. The government 
has also earmarked funds in 
the budget for the study of 
cancer causes due to the in-

creasing number of cancer 
patients in the state.

The Chief Minister em-
phasised that the health 
sector is a top priority for 
the state government, and 
efforts are being made to 
provide world-class medi-
cal facilities by eliminat-
ing the referral system in 
government hospitals. He 
mentioned that the state 
government has made 
special provisions for the 
health sector in the budget, 
including the establishment 
of a Department of Medical 
Emergency in all medical 

colleges.
The Health Minister, Dr 

(Col.) Dhani Ram Shandil, 
stated that the present State 
Government is committed 
to working towards the 
health and welfare sectors. 
He stressed the importance 
of advanced technology in 
the medical field to provide 
better health facilities to the 
people of the state.

The Chief Parliamentary 
Secretary Sanjay Awasthi, 
MLA Harish Janartha, 
Principal Advisor (Media) 
to Chief Minister Naresh 
Chauhan, Secretary Health 
M Sudha Devi, and other 
senior officers of the IGMC 
were present on occasion 
amongst others. The Health 
Minister urged the people to 
be vigilant about Covid-19, 
as cases have been increas-
ing day by day, emphasising 
the importance of following 
Covid appropriate behav-
iour and creating aware-
ness among people about 
the virus.

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has seized 
Rs 7.80 lakh and a car in 
the Bastara Toll Plaza Im-
provised Explosive Devices 
(IED) recovery case involv-
ing designated terrorist 
Harwinder Singh Sandhu 
alias Rinda. The agency re-
covered Rs 5.5 lakhs from 
one suspected account and 
Rs 1 lakh from accused Gur-
preet Singh alias Gopi, rais-
ing the total recovery to Rs 
7,80,000. 

The cash and car were 
seized on Thursday as ‘pro-
ceeds of terrorism’ under the 
provisions of the 25 Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act 1967. The case involves 
multiple consignments of 
arms, explosives and drugs 
sent from Pakistan by Rinda 
through drones to pre-
decided locations near the 
Indo-Pakistan border. 

Delhi Commission for 
Women (DCW) chief  Swa-
ti Maliwal expressed con-
cern over reports of death 
threats against Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann’s daughter, Seerat 
Kaur, in the United States. 
On Friday, Maliwal called 
on the Indian Embassy in 
Washington DC to ensure 
her safety, labelling the 
threats as “cowardice.” 

Kaur, who resides in the 
US, received the alleged 
threats amid protests by 
pro-Khalistan supporters 
against the crackdown on 
Khalistan sympathiser and 
fugitive Amritpal Singh. 
The US government con-
demned recent violent 
incidents during protests 
at Indian diplomatic fa-

cilities, stating that vio-
lence or the threat of it is 
“never an acceptable form 
of protest” and of “grave 
concern.” The US Depart-
ment of State affirmed its 
commitment to protect-
ing diplomatic facilities 
and personnel, while also 
acknowledging protests’ 
First Amendment rights 
to free speech. 
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DREAMS DASHED ‘RAIN TO PERSIST’ 

Unseasonal Weather Devas-
tates Crops, Leaving Farmers 
in Despair Despite Govern-
ment Promises of Compen-
sation

Farmers in the state had 
high hopes for their financial 
prospects following a bum-
per crop, but their dreams 
were dashed when unsea-
sonal rain, strong winds, 
and hailstorms resulted 
in extensive crop damage. 
Though the government 
has pledged to compensate 
farmers within two months, 
it is unclear whether they can 
fully recover their losses. 
Farmers are now calling for 
timely and adequate com-
pensation to help ease their 
financial burdens.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment reported crop losses 
of 10-20% last month, but 
farmers and agricultural 
experts argue that the ac-

tual damage is much more 
severe, especially in light of 
standing water in the fields. 
With the resurgence of rain-
fall beginning on March 30, 
the losses are expected to 
increase further.

Wheat crops have been 
hit especially hard, as the 
grains were already dam-
aged by excessive heat. The 

standing water has led to 
the grains turning black 
and shrinking in size. Last 
month’s rain and hailstorms 
resulted in a 10-15% loss for 
wheat crops and a 15-20% 
loss for mustard crops. The 
situation is so dire that it is 
impacting farmers’ health, 
with one farmer dying of a 
heart attack in Rewari and 

another in Jhajjar experienc-
ing worsening health.

In response to the crisis, 
the state government has 
decided to offer compensa-
tion from its fund to farm-
ers who are not covered by 
crop insurance schemes. 
The compensation assess-
ment, or girdawari, is set to 
be completed within 15 days. 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
has assured farmers that the 
compensation will be depos-
ited in their bank accounts 
by May.

The government has set 
compensation rates of INR 
15,000 per acre for wheat 
crop losses greater than 75% 
and INR 12,000 per acre for 
losses between 50 and 75%. 
However, farmers and farm-
ers’ organisations maintain 
that the government should 
increase the compensation 
amounts and conduct proper 
girdawari to address the full 
extent of the damage.

The popular north Indian 
hill station, Shimla, has ex-
perienced a significant tem-
perature drop of 8 degrees 
Celsius due to fresh rain-
fall over the past 24 hours. 
While Mandi, Kullu, and 
some parts of Shimla dis-
trict remained dry, many 
other areas in Himachal 
Pradesh witnessed rain on 
Friday.

Surender Paul, head of 
the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) in Him-
achal Pradesh, stated that 
the rain would persist for 
another 24 hours. He re-
ported that most districts 
received fresh rainfall, with 
Rajgarh in the Sirmaur dis-
trict recording the highest 
at 26.0 mm. In addition, the 
higher elevations in Lahaul-
Spiti, Chamba, and Kinnaur 
districts experienced fresh 
snowfall.

Paul also informed that 

clearer weather is expected 
soon, but another western 
disturbance will approach 
the state on April 2, result-
ing in continued rainfall 
during the first week of 
April. The maximum day 
temperatures in Shimla 
have dropped by 8 to 10 de-
grees Celsius and are pre-
dicted to decline further.

Tourists visiting Shimla 
have been enjoying the 
rainy weather but were 
unprepared for the cold 
conditions. Visitors from 
neighbouring states such 
as Punjab expressed disap-
pointment as they were un-
able to explore the city and 
capture videos due to the 
thick fog.

Haryana farmers face ruin: 
Unseasonal rain ravages crops

SHIMLA EXPERIENCES FRESH RAINFALL, 
TEMPERATURE PLUMMETS

RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH
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ON AMRITPAL ISSUE 

The Shiromani Gurd-
wara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC) 

has stated that the decision 
to convene a “sarbat khalsa” 
congregation is the respon-
sibility of the Akal Takht 
chief. The statement was 
made in response to fugitive 
radical preacher Amritpal 
Singh’s request for such a 
meeting to address issues 
affecting the Sikh commu-
nity.

In two video messages 
posted on social media, 
Amritpal Singh appealed 
to the Akal Takht jathedar 
to call a “sarbat khalsa” con-
gregation and to hold it in 
Bathinda on Baisakhi day. 
SGPC General Secretary 
Gurcharan Singh Grewal 
responded by saying that 
the decision to convene such 
a meeting is the sole pre-
rogative of the Akal Takht 
jathedar.

Grewal explained that 
the jathedar leads the Sikh 
community and makes deci-
sions after consulting with 
Sikh scholars and intel-

lectuals. He added that the 
jathedar would consider 
prevailing circumstances 
before making any decision.

Grewal also mentioned 
the recent gathering of 100 
Sikh organisations at Akal 
Takht to discuss the situ-
ation that arose after the 

police crackdown on Am-
ritpal Singh and his Waris 
Punjab De outfit. The jathe-
dar gave the Punjab govern-
ment a 24-hour ultimatum 
to release the Sikh youths 
who were arrested during 
the police crackdown, and 
most of them have now been 

released.
Sikh scholar Baljinder 

Singh noted that a “sarbat 
khalsa” cannot be called on 
the wish of an individual. 
However, if the jathedar de-
cides to call such a meeting, 
it must be done after a series 
of consultations with Sikh 
scholars and intellectuals.

It is worth noting that the 
last “sarbat khalsa” was 
held on February 16, 1986, 
and it was called for by the 
SGPC executive committee. 
Two other “sarbat khalsa” 
meetings were called by 
radical Sikhs through their 
self-styled jathedars in 1986 
and 2015.

SGPC CLARIFIES AKAL TAKHT’S 
PREROGATIVE ON ‘SARBAT KHALSA’
TDG NETWORK
AMRITSAR

Amritpal Singh

Navjot Singh Sidhu

Seerat Kaur Mann

Shimla engulfed in low clouds after a spell of rain.

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu lays the foundation stone for the first 
PET Block at IGMC

Farmers look at their crops after heavy rain and strong winds

TOP OF THE DAY

BSF THWARTS 
SMUGGLING, 
SEIZES NARCOTICS 
IN PUNJAB
AMRITSAR : On Friday, 
the Border Security Force 
(BSF) thwarted multiple 
smuggling attempts, seiz-
ing narcotics in Amritsar 
and Tarn Taran districts of 
Punjab. At 6:30 am, vigilant 
BSF troops found two 
socks containing 1.7 kg of 
heroin and a 10-Pakistani 
Rupee note near Daoke 
village. At 7:30 am, while 
patrolling near Kalash 
Havelia village, they discov-
ered a yellow-taped packet 
with approximately 1 kg 
of heroin. Additionally, on 
March 28, BSF shot down a 
contraband-carrying Paki-
stani drone in Punjab.

SIKH PRIEST 
ATTACKED, LEG 
SEVERED
AMRITSAR : In Tarn Taran 
district, 32-year-old Sikh 
priest Sukhchain Singh 
suffered a brutal attack, 
resulting in his leg being 
severed and deep cuts on 
his hand. The attackers 
escaped, and the police 
are pursuing leads. Singh 
is now stable after two 
surgeries.

UNDER-
CONSTRUCTION 
BRIDGE COLLAPSES 
IN HIMACHAL 
PRADESH
HAMIRPUR : An under-
construction bridge 
collapsed in Himachal 
Pradesh’s Hamirpur 
district on Thursday night. 
Fortunately, no one was 
injured as the construc-
tion workers were not 
present at the site when 
it happened. The bridge 
collapsed a few hours 
after the shuttering of one 
of the slabs was removed. 
The 75-metre-long bridge 
is being constructed at 
a cost of Rs 2.4 crore. 
Technical deficiencies 
were discovered during 
inspection by senior of-
ficials, and the contractor 
was directed to rectify 
them. The contractor has 
demolished the structure 
to remove the deficiencies, 
and the bridge will be 
constructed afresh.

TOY DRONE FOUND 
IN PUNJAB 
VILLAGE
AMRITSAR : A toy drone 
without a camera was dis-
covered on the outskirts of 
Rayya village in Punjab’s 
Amritsar district. Punjab 
police officials, including 
DSP Harkrishan Singh, 
reported that the drone’s 
batteries were removed 
and authorities are on 
high alert.

SPEEDING CAR 
CRASHES, KILLS 6 
HISAR : A car carrying 
youths returning from 
a wedding ceremony 
crashed into a tree and 
an electric pole, killing 
six people and critically 
injuring one in Adam-
pur police station area 
of Hisar district. The 
injured youth is receiving 
treatment at Maharaja 
Agrasen Medical College 
in Agroha. Police are 
investigating the accident 
to determine the cause. 
The deceased youths were 
identified as residents 
of Kishangarh, Khara, 
and Barwala villages of 
Adampur block, and their 
names are Sagar, Shobhit, 
Arvid, Abhinav, Deepak, 
and Ashok.

WHAT IS SARBAT KHALSA?
Sarbat Khalsa, a term translating to “entire Sikh Na-
tion,” refers to the biannual deliberative assembly of 
Sikhs held in Amritsar, Panjab, during the 18th century. 
It functioned similarly to a direct democracy parlia-
ment, involving the Dal Khalsa, Sikh Misls, and the Sikh 
Empire legislature. The tradition was initiated by the 
tenth guru, Guru Gobind Singh, in 1708, and continued 
during times of hardship or conflict. Several notable 
Sarbat Khalsa meetings have taken place over the 
years, including one in 1723 to resolve a clash between 
the Tat Khalsa and Bandais, and another in 1726 to 
establish a threefold plan of action against the govern-
ment. In 1733, the assembly accepted a Nawabship and 
Jagir offered it to the Panth. On October 14, 1745, the 
active Sikh fighting force was reorganised into 25 jathas, 
and on March 29, 1748, it was further restructured into 
11 misls, forming the Dal Khalsa. This assembly served 
as the central body for the theocratic confederate feu-
dalism established by the misls. The tradition contin-
ued, with a Sarbat Khalsa taking place on April 29, 1986, 
to declare the rebuilding of the Akal Takht.
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global diplomacy at UN SecUrity coUNcil

US NATO Ambassador Julianne 
Smith, while speaking on NATO and 
strengthening relationships with 
South Asia and the Indo-Pacific, vir-
tually said the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation is ready to engage more 
with India if it is interested. 
The Ambassador though stressed that 
currently there are no plans by the alli-
ance to expand this to a broader global 
military alliance. “The NATO alliance 
is open to more engagement should In-

dia seek that. NATO currently has 40 
different partners around the World 
and each individual partnership is dif-
ferent. 
Various countries come to the door 
seeking different levels of political en-
gagement, sometimes countries are 
much more interested in working on 
inter-operability, and standardization 
questions. So, they vary. 

But, the message that has already been 
sent back to India is that NATO alliance 
is certainly open to more engagement 
with India, should that country take in-
terest in pursuing that”, said Julianne 

Smith in a virtual press briefing. 
“Membership is not something that 

we have really considered with anyone 
in the Indo-Pacific or Asia-Pacific. 

The alliance remains the Euro-
Atlantic military alliance. Its door is 
open to the region. But there are no 
plans by the alliance to expand this to 
a broader global military alliance,” she 
added.

Further, speaking on the meeting of 
NATO Ministers of Foreign Affairs, 
which will take place on April 4-5, 
2023 at the NATO Headquarters in 
Brussels, the ambassador said.

‘Nato’S door opeN, ShoUld iNdia be 
iNtereSted’: US Nato ambaSSador

Ruchira Kamboj lays down 6-point 
plan on ‘Silencing the Guns in Africa’ 

India’s permanent rep-
resentative to the United 
Nations, Ruchira Kamboj, 
laid down a six-point plan 
at the UN Security Coun-
cil to support African ef-
forts in Silencing the Guns 
by the end of this decade. 
Addressing the UNSC on 
Friday, Kamboj began by 
congratulating the delega-
tion of Mozambique for a 

very successful presidency 
and also for organising Fri-
day’s debate. 

Kamboj said, “Several 
countries in Africa, particu-
larly in the Sahel, Central 
Africa and the Horn of Af-
rica, continue to be conflict-
ridden by factors that are 
driven by chronic political 
instability, ethnic divisions, 
and exploitation by terrorist 
and armed groups. 

There is also the role of 
external factors in fuel-

ling such conflicts, which 
continues to be a mat-
ter  of  deep concern.” 
She added, “We thus all 
need to come together to 
support African efforts in 
silencing the guns by the 
end of this decade.”

Then she laid out her six-
point plan on Silencing the 
Guns in Africa. Presenting 
her first point, Kamboj said, 
“One inclusive politics, well-
established governance 
structures, and a decentral-

ized administration are crit-
ical elements in the nation-
building process, which 
could be long and complex 
processes, particularly for 
countries ravaged by colo-
nial rule lasting centuries. 
It is important to recognize 
the primacy of national gov-
ernments and authorities 
in identifying and driving 
priorities, strategies and ac-
tivities for sustaining peace 
development and to avoid a 
relapse into conflict.”

coNtiNUed from page 1

russia’s new foreign policy iden-
tifies India, China as main allies
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU), the Collective Security Treaty 
Organization (CSTO), the RIC (Russia, India, China) 
and other interstate associations and international 
organizations, as well as mechanisms with strong Russian 
participation,” read the docuemnt.

Russia has been the largest supplier of weapons to In-
dia, accounting for nearly 50 per cent of the latter’s arms 
imports from 2016-2020.

“Russia will continue to build up a particularly privi-
leged strategic partnership with the Republic of India 
with a view to enhance and expand cooperation in all 
areas on a mutually beneficial basis and place special 
emphasis on increasing the volume of bilateral trade, 
strengthening investment and technological ties, and 
ensuring their resistance to destructive actions of un-
friendly states and their alliances,” added the statement.

Both China and India have also ramped up oil imports 
from sanctions-hit Russia amid the war in Ukraine.

The document said that Russia “aims at further 
strengthening the comprehensive partnership and the 
strategic cooperation with the People’s Republic of China 
and focuses on the development of a mutually beneficial 
cooperation in all areas, provision of mutual assistance, 
and enhancement of coordination in the international 
arena to ensure security, stability and sustainable devel-
opment at the global and regional levels, both in Eurasia 
and in other parts of the world.”

President Vladimir Putin announced on Friday that 
he had penned a decree adopting Russia’s new foreign 
policy concept.

“Today, I signed a decree approving the updated concept 
of the foreign policy of the Russian Federation,” said Putin. 
Putin said the Russian Foreign Ministry along with other 
departments had worked hard to bring the new foreign 
policy concept in line with modern realities.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov for his part 
underscored that the document directly calls the US the 
main instigator of anti-Russian politics in the world.

He added that the logic behind Russia’s new foreign 
policy concept reflects the revolutionary changes in in-
ternational affairs. “The logic of the document [...] re-
flects the changing geopolitical realities, in fact, revolu-
tionary advances on the outer contour, which received 
visible acceleration with the start of a special military 
operation,” Lavrov underlined.

The document, a de facto handbook for Russian diplo-
mats, names the United States as the main threat to in-
ternational stability and driver of an “anti-Russian line”. 
But it also says Moscow seeks “peaceful coexistence” and 
a “balance of interests” with Washington.

It called for Russia to maintain “strategic stability” with 
the United States - a reference to the nuclear capabilities 
of the two countries - despite having suspended the New 
START treaty, the last remaining nuclear arms control 
pact between the two sides, in February. 

India-US ties ‘most important 
relationship in 21st century’
 students in Indian universities. We want more people-
to-people, university partnerships more generally, and 
health partnerships. We have just announced efforts to 
work together in space. So the agenda is extraordinarily 
rich. The ambitions are high,” he added.

Reiterating that Washington is destined to work more 
closely with New Delhi, Campbell talked about heightened 
tension between India and China and said, “What we have 
seen over the last five or ten years, is a series of actions 
that have challenged the global Order and that have raised 
questions about China’s goal and ambition. Not just in 
one or two places, in a variety of places. I began by talking 
about the India - China border. Some of the steps that Chi-
na has taken along this vast border have been provocative 
and deeply concerning to Indian partners and friends.”

bJp says Kejriwal ‘peddling lies’ 
against pm
come a fashion & Kejriwal is in strong competition with 
Rahul Gandhi in this regard. But today he has been shown 
his place by High Court!”

He added, “Hope Kejriwal ji doesn’t make scurrilous 
comments on judiciary like Rahul now! That would 
count as being ‘literate and yet uneducated’.”

Another BJP spokesperson Tom Vadakkan said, “nem-
esis is fast catching up”.

Meanwhile, in a sharp reaction, Arvind Kejriwal said, 
“Does not the country have the right to know the aca-
demic qualification of the prime minister?” 

The Delhi CM tweeted in Hindi to say, “He vehemently 

opposed showing the degree in the court. Why? And 
those who demand to see the degree will be fined? What’s 
happening?”

“Illiterate or less educated PM is very dangerous for the 
country,” Kejriwal alleged. 

Court denies bail to Manish 
Sisodia again, fine for Kejriwal 
the years 2022-2023 only,” the court stated.

The Court further added, “Moreover, the condition 
of the wife of the applicant as revealed through these 
documents cannot be considered to be severe or serious 
enough to release the applicant on bail and the same also 
cannot be taken to mean that she cannot take care of her-
self or has to be necessarily taken care of by the applicant 
only”.

The Rouse Avenue Court on Friday while dismissing 
the bail plea of Manish Sisodia, said, “The court is not 
inclined to release him on bail at this stage of investiga-
tion of the case as his release may adversely affect the 
ongoing investigation and will also seriously hamper the 
progress.”

Manish Sisodia’s bail plea on Friday was dismissed by 
the trial court, in the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) case pertaining to alleged irregularities in the fram-
ing and implementation of the excise policy of the Union 
Territory government.

Special Judge MK Nagpal dismissed the bail plea and 
said, “In the opinion of this court, the allegations made 
against the applicant (Manish Sisodia) are serious in na-
ture and at this stage of the case, he does not deserve to 
be released on bail as he has been arrested in this case 
only on February 26, 2023, and investigation even qua 
his role has still not been completed, what to say about 
some other co-accused involved in the case whose roles 
are also yet being investigated”.

According to the CBI, Sisodia had played the most im-
portant and vital role in the criminal conspiracy and 
he had been deeply involved in the formulation as well 
as the implementation of the said policy to ensure the 
achievement of the objectives of the said conspiracy.

“The payment of advance kickbacks of around Rs 90-
100 crores were meant for him and his other colleagues 
in the GNCTD and Rs 20-30 crores out of the above are 
found to have been routed through the co-accused Vijay 
Nair, Abhishek Boinpally and approver Dinesh Arora 
and in turn, certain provisions of the excise policy were 
permitted to be tweaked and manipulated by the appli-
cant to protect and preserve the interests of South liquor 
lobby and to ensure repayment of the kickbacks to the 
said lobby,” stated CBI.

The evidence collected so far clearly shows that the ap-
plicant through the co-accused Vijay Nair was in contact 
with the South lobby and formulation of a favourable 
policy for them was being ensured at every cost and a 
cartel was permitted to be formed to achieve a monopoly 
in sales of certain liquor brands of favoured manufactur-
ers and it was permitted to be done against very objec-
tives of the policy.

Thus, as per allegations made by the prosecution and 
the evidence collected in support thereof so far, the ap-
plicant can prima facie be held to be an architect of the 
said criminal conspiracy, noted the Court.

Sisodia is presently in judicial custody and scheduled to 
be produced before the court on 3 April 2023.

Death toll rises to 36, case 
against temple administration
Commissioner of Police (CP), Indore. 
A case of culpable homicide not amounting to murder 
was registered on Friday against two members of the trust 
of the Indore temple where a floor cave-in a day earlier 
hurtled devotees into a stepwell, killing 36 per sons, a 
police official said.

A First Information Report was registered against Se-
varam Galani, president of Beleshwar Mahadev Jhulelal 
Temple Trust, and its secretary Murli Kumar Sabnani 
under IPC section 304 (culpable homicide not amount-
ing to murder), Juni Indore police station in charge Neer-
aj Medha said.

There are allegations against these two office bearers 
that they built a very unsafe structure by putting a slab 
on the stepwell, due to which 36 people lost their lives in 
Thursday’s incident, Medha said.

“The Indore Municipal Corporation had ordered the 
trust to remove the illegal construction in the temple com-
plex, but the trust did not comply with the order. Both the 
accused have not been arrested as yet,” Medha informed.

Centre shifts gear for Foreign 
trade policy 
Goyal said launching the FTP. According to Santosh 
Sarangi, Director General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), India 
is likely to end this fiscal year with total exports of USD 
760-770 billion as against USD 676 billion in 2021-22. 

The last five-year policy came into force on April 1, 2015. 
However, it was extended several times in the wake of 
coronavirus outbreak and subsequent disruptions in 
economic activities globally. The last extension was given 
in September 2022 till March 31, 2023.

Breaking new ground on the FTP, the Commerce Min-
istry has ushered in a ‹long term› focus rather than a 
five-year approach keeping the door open for updation 
as and when necessary. Further, the new policy will be 
shifting from incentives to a remission and entitlement-
based regime to make the process dynamic, pointed out 
Sarangi. 

“There is no end date to ensure when we have feed-
back, we will keep changing this document and update 
it. If there is a sector which feels this FTP does not have 
anything for them, don›t feel disappointed,» added Sa-
rangi. In this context, the FTP has introduced a scheme 
for remission of duties, taxes and govt levies on export 
goods. The Scheme for Remission of Duties and Taxes 
on Exported Products (RoDTEP) and Remission of State 
and Central Taxes and Levies (RoSCTL) has been noti-
fied, allowing remission of the taxes paid on the notified 
goods exported.

ASSOCHAM Secretary General Deepak Sood feels 
this would allow both the industry and the policy mak-
ers to stay nimble. “A new thinking is clearly visible in 
the foreign trade policy that shifts focus from incentives 
to remissions so that we don›t end up exporting taxes 
and levies. The change in approach would make a huge 
difference in making Indian exports competitive in the 
world market,” said Sood.

For Federation of Indian Export Organisations Presi-
dent A Sakthivel, the FTP has rightly emphasised on 
ease of doing business with reduction in transaction 
cost and e-initiatives. “Online approvals with physical 
interface, reduction in user charges for MSMEs under 
AA and EPCG, E-certificate of origin, paperless filing 
of export obligation discharge applications will not only 
reduce the transaction time and cost for the exporters 
but will also help them in timely discharge of the export 
contract, says Sakthivel.

As part of focus on e commerce, the FTP benefits 
have been extended to such exports, the value limit for 
exports through courier service has been increased 
from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 10 lakh per consignment and guide-
lines are being formulated in consultation with other 
ministries to facilitate further exports under e-com-
merce. 

In a major step to boost manufacturing, battery elec-
tric vehicles, vertical farming equipment and green hy-
drogen have been made eligible for reduced obligation 
under Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) scheme. 
Moreover, dairy sector will be exempt from maintain-
ing average export obligation to support dairy sector to 
upgrade the technology.

Special advance authorization scheme has also been 
extended for apparel and clothing sector to facilitate 
prompt execution of export orders. “License fees have 
been lowered for MSMEs and the export turnover has 
been lowered for 5-star export house,” points out Naren 
Goenka, Chairman of Apparel Export Promotion Coun-
cil. “Such steps will go a long way in boosting India’s ex-
ports. In addition, PM MITRA scheme has been added 
as an additional scheme eligible to claim benefits under 
common service provider scheme of EPCG which will 
help the parks.

To promote exports, four new Towns of Export Excel-
lence (TEE) -- Faridabad, Moradabad, Mirzapur and 
Varanasi -- are being declared in addition to the already 
existing 39 towns of export excellence which will give 
thrust to cluster based economic development. This de-
centralized approach will help the growth of exports in 
the rural belts of the country, thereby creating a large 
number of jobs, pointed out Colin Shah, MD, Kama Jew-
ellery. 

The hike in the value limit for exports through couri-
ers will help boost international trade. The. One of the 
key priorities of this government is to boost exports that 
are closely linked to MSMEs, manufacturing, and the 
economy at large,”

In another pathbreaking measure, the FTP has intro-
duced merchanding trade reform which opens huge op-
portunities for the trading community. Now, a person 
sitting in India can buy in one country and ship to the 
other country. 

According to Engineering Exports Promotion Council 
India Chairman Arun Kumar Garodia, the FTP is prag-
matic and positive and this step will promote exports of 
both merchandise and services in a big way as well as help 
MSMEs become part of the global value chain.

Police search for Amritpal 
expanded to deras 
asserted he was not a fugitive and would soon appear 
before the world. In the audio clip, he debunked 
speculation he was negotiating his surrender and nudged 
the Akal Takht for the second time to summon a “sarbat 
khalsa” congregation to discuss issues related to the Sikh 

community.
The hunt to nab Amritpal Singh was launched in 

Hoshiarpur district Tuesday night following inputs the 
radical preacher and his aides could be there.

It began after police chased an Innova SUV from Phag-
wara, which some sources said may have carried Amr-
itpal Singh and his aides. The occupants abandoned the 
vehicle near Gurdwara Bhai Chanchal Singh in Marna-
ian and disappeared.

Officials said there were also inputs the suspects could 
have used a Swift car after abandoning the SUV.

Police had recovered another vehicle from Phagwara 
which they suspected could have been used by the fu-
gitive and his close aide Papalpreet Singh. Police had 
also conducted a door-to-door search but no success has 
been achieved yet.

Punjab Police have been on a high alert since Amritpal 
Singh escaped their net in Jalandhar on March 18.

The crackdown on Waris Punjab De chief was launched 
about three weeks after his supporters stormed a police 
station in Ajnala near Amritsar to secure the release of 
an arrested man.

He and his associates have been booked under several 
criminal cases related to spreading disharmony among 
classes, attempt to murder, attack on police personnel 
and creating obstructions in the lawful discharge of 
duty by public servants.

Police have stepped up security in and around Amritsar 
and Bathinda amid reports that Amritpal Singh may sur-
render after entering any of the two Sikh shrines — Gold-
en Temple in Amritsar and Takht Sri Damdama Sahib in 
Bathinda.

Fresh unrest in Howrah: Cops 
pelted with stones
stones which sparked tension in the area. Some people 
were arrested as our officers reacted instantly,” he said. 

A number of local people locked themselves inside 
houses while shops and markets were closed. Vehicular 
movement was disrupted following the incident of stone 
pelting. 

At least three policemen were injured in the brick bat-
ting and they are undergoing treatment at a nearby hospi-
tal, the officer said.

The police also used loudspeakers asking locals not to 
loiter in the area.

“If you are found roaming around, we will take strict ac-
tion as per the law,” a policeman was heard saying on the 
loudspeaker. 

A huge team of Rapid Action Force (RAF) from Kolka-
ta Police was brought into the area on Friday afternoon. 
The personnel started a route march following the stone-
throwing incidents.

Earlier in the day, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee alleged that the BJP along with other right-wing 
organisations was responsible for Thursday’s violence in 
Howrah. 

She appealed to people to maintain peace in the area. 
“The Howrah incident is very unfortunate. Neither Hin-

dus nor Muslims were behind the violence in Howrah. 
The BJP along with Bajrang Dal and other such organisa-
tions were involved in the violence with arms,” Banerjee 
told Bengali television news channel ABP Ananda. 

The state government will help all whose properties 
were vandalised in the clashes, she said. 

Violence broke out on Thursday evening between two 
groups when a Ram Navami procession was taken out in 
the twin city of Howrah. Several vehicles, including some 
belonging to the police, were torched and shops and auto-
rickshaws ransacked during the violence. 

A large police contingent was deployed to restore peace 
in the locality. 

11 killed in stampede during 
Zakat
Hussain said the police arrested the factory manager and 
seven others in connection with the incident. He informed 
further that the arrested individuals were members of the 
factory administration.

He said SP, SITE, Mughees Hashmi has been tasked 
with conducting an investigation into the incident and 
that legal action will be taken against those responsible. 
Sindh Governor Kamran Tessori was alerted to the facto-
ry stampede and requested a report from Commissioner 
Karachi. He also directed that the injured be given the best 
medical care possible, ARY News reported. 

Election officials search CM 
Bommai’s car
his official car on the day the election schedule was 
announced on Wednesday -- when it was stopped at 
Hosahudya checkpost.

“Nothing objectionable was found, and officials then 
allowed the vehicle to go, and the Chief Minister contin-
ued his journey,” sources added. 
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in bengaluru

A woman sitting in a 
city park was alleg-
edly kidnapped and 

gang-raped by four persons 
in a moving car in Benga-
luru, police  said on Friday.

All the four accused have 
been arrested and investiga-
tion is on.

A-19-year-old woman was 
allegedly abducted from 
Koramangala by a group of 
four people and gang-raped 
for more than four hours in 
a moving car.

They pulled the woman, 
who was sitting in the park, 
into their car at around 10 
pm on 25 March and sped in 
the vehicle. They allegedly 
raped her in the moving car, 
the police said.

According to police, the ac-
cused dropped her near her 

house on 26 March morn-
ing and threatened her with 
“dire consequences” if she 
reported the incident to the 
police.

The shocked survivor, af-
ter undergoing treatment 
with the help of her family 
and friends, lodged a police 
complaint.

After getting the informa-
tion, the Koramangala Police  

acted promptly and detained 
four people who were in-
volved in the incident. The 
arrested accused have been 
identified as Sathish, Vijay, 
Sridhar, and Kiran, all be-
tween the ages of 22 and 26. 

“We are investigating the 
matter. All the four have 
been arrested and they are 
being interrogated,” a police 
officer said.
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woman gang-raped 
in moving car, 4 held

in gujarat

8 AAP workers 
put up anti-Modi 
posters, held

Eight workers of the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) have 
been arrested for allegedly 
putting up posters saying 
“Modi Hatao Desh Bachao” 
in different parts of Ahmed-
abad city in Gujarat, police 
said on Friday.

The Gujarat unit of AAP 
condemned the arrests say-
ing the action has proved 
their point that “democracy 
is in danger”.

In a press release, the city 
Crime Branch said eight 
persons were arrested on 
the charge of damaging pub-
lic property by putting up 
posters with the text “Modi 
Hatao Desh Bachao” in ar-
eas like Isanpur, Maninagar, 
Vatva, Narol and Vadaj. The 
posters were put up by the 
AAP workers on Thursday, 
it said.

The arrests were made on 
Thursday night after the 
registration of the First In-
formation Reports (FIRs) 
in different police stations 
earlier in the day, said the 
release.

Police have identified the 
AAP workers as Natwar 
Thakor, Jatin Patel, Kuldeep 
Bhatt, Bipin Sharma, Ajay 
Chauhan, Arvind Chau-
han, Jivan Maheshwari and 
Paresh Tulsiani.

AAP’s Gujarat vice presi-
dent Sagar Rabari said 
though the party posted 
such posters in many other 
states on Thursday, only 
Gujarat police booked their 
workers.

Ahmedabad is the only city 
where people are deprived of 
their Constitutional rights 
because police can arrest 
you anytime and book you as 
per their whims and fancies. 
This police action proves 
that our apprehension that 
democracy is in danger is not 
misplaced and we were not 
wrong in carrying out that 
poster drive,” said Rabari.

In last year’s Gujarat As-
sembly elections, AAP won 
five seats and secured 13 per 
cent of the popular vote, in 
a performance that belied 
its high-decibel campaign 
in the state. BJP registered a 
record 156 wins in the house 
of 182 seats.
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Financial crunch

in j&K

Family of four found dead 
in Mangaluru hotel

2 militants held For attacK on social media journalist

Four members of a family 
including two children were 
found dead in a hotel in 
Mangaluru, police said.

According to the police, a 
note found in the hotel room 
where the bodies were found 
indicates that the family was 
facing financial stress which 
compelled them to take the 
extreme step. 

The deceased have been 
identified as Devendra, 46, 
his wife Nirmala and their 
9-year-old twin daughters 
all hailing from Vijayanagar 
in Mysore.

The police commissioner 
Kuldeep Jain said that fur-
ther investigation is under-
way.

More details in the case are 
awaited.

Earlier this week, popular 
Bhojpuri actress Akank-
sha Dubey was found dead 
inside a hotel room in Va-
ranasi’s Sarnath and police 
suspect that it is a case of 
‘suicide’.

Police said that actress, 
who was in the city for the 
shoot of an upcoming mov-
ie, was found hanging in her 
hotel room.

In Andhra Pradesh, an 
inter-second-year student 

of Narayana College died by 
suicide in Visakhapatnam 
under PM Palem Police Sta-
tion limits, the police said on 
Tuesday.

Officials said that earlier, 
a  17-year-old female student 
was found hanging inside 
her hostel room on Monday 
night.

Meanwhile, in December 
last year an engineering 
student’s body was found 
with his throat slit in a col-
lege near Bannerghatta in 
Karnataka.

The deceased was identi-
fied as 19-year-old Nitin Na-
rayana, a native of Kozhikode 
in Kerala.

Two hybrid militants of 
The Resistance Front (TRF) 
were arrested in Shopian 
district of Jammu and Kash-
mir for their alleged involve-
ment in an attack on a social 
media journalist last year, 
police said on Friday.

During the course of in-
vestigation, a special inves-
tigation team (SIT) was con-
stituted which, on the basis 
of oral, circumstantial and technical evidences, round- ed up a number of suspects, 

a police spokesman said.
During questioning, two 

suspects, identified as Su-
haib Reyaz and Anayat Ul-
lah Iqbal, both residents of 
Saidapora Payeen village 
of Shopian, admitted their 
involvement in the terror 
attack, the spokesman said.

He said it also came to fore 
that the duo was working 
as hybrid terrorists of pro-
scribed terror group TRF 
– an offshoot of Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT).

On their disclosure, the 

weapon used for the of-
fence – a pistol, along with 
its magazine , five  cartidges  
and an an IED, was recov-
ered by the security forces 
in the orchards of Saidapora 
Payeen, the spokesman 
said.

Waseem Ahmad Wani 
(27), a resident of Heerpora 
area of Shopian, who ran 
a YouTube news channel, 
escaped unhurt after two 
motorcycle-borne militants 
shot at him on 25 December 
last year. 
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in telangana

Fund misused 

mbbs student hangs selF in 
hostel room in nizamabad

Kerala loKayuKta reFers 
matter to larger bench 

A second-year MBBS stu-
dent was found hanging in 
his hostel room in Telanga-
na’s Nizamabad district on 
Friday, police said.

The 22-year-old, a native 
of Peddapalli district of the 
state, who was studying at 
the Government Medical 
College in Nizamabad, was 
found hanging from a ceil-
ing fan in his hostel room by 
some students, police said. 

However, there was a text 
message allegedly sent by 
him at 3 am to his parents 
and brother informing them 
that he was ‘’committing sui-
cide’’ and also apologised for 

the act, a police official said, 
based on preliminary inves-
tigation. The police were 
recording the statements of 
his friends and roommates 
among others to ascertain 
the reasons for his death, the 
official said.

Further investigations are 
on. Last month, a woman 
medical student ended her 
life in Warangal district of 
the state following alleged 
‘’harassment’’ by her senior. 
The woman, a first-year 
postgraduate student of a 
medical college, allegedly 
attempted suicide at a state-
run hospital on 22 February 
after being ‘’harassed’’ by 
her senior in the same col-
lege. 

The Kerala Lok Ayukta 
on Friday delivered a split 
verdict on the alleged CM’s 
Distress Relief Fund misuse 
case involving Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and his Cab-
inet colleagues, and referred 
the matter to a larger bench.

In the order pronounced 
today, Lok Ayukta Justice 
Cyriac Joseph and Justice 
Harun-Ul-Rashid said the 
matter was being referred to 
a larger bench as there was 
a difference of opinion over 
whether the decisions of the 
Cabinet can be subjected to 
its investigation and also on 
the merits of the case.

“As there is difference of 
opinion between us on the 
basic issue whether the ac-
tion of respondents 2 to 18 
in taking the impugned de-
cisions as members of the 
Cabinet can be subjected to 
investigation under the pro-
visions of  the Kerala Lok 
Ayukta Act, 1999 and on 
the merits of the allegations 
raised by the complainant, we 
are constrained to place this 
complaint for investigation by 
the Lok Ayukta and both the 
Upa-Lok Ayuktas together as 
required under Section 7(1) of 
the Kerala Lok Ayukta Act, 
1999,” the order said.

However, the opposition 
Congress and BJP attacked 
the Left government and the 
CM, claiming that there was 
a prima facie case against Vi-
jayan. Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the state Assembly, V 
D Satheesan, said the cred-
ibility of the anti-corruption 
body has been affected with 
the split verdict.

“This order has affected the 
credibility of the anti-corrup-
tion body. This order came a 

year after the completion of 
the hearing in the case. The 
people have lost their faith 
in the anti-corruption body. 
Higher judiciary should in-
tervene in the matter.”

The hearing of the case  con-
cluded a year ago, he said.

Indian Union Muslim 
League (IUML), a key con-
stituent of the opposition 
UDF, said the final verdict 
was not out.

“The Lok Ayukta issued a 
split verdict on whether it can 
hear the matter or not. The 
final verdict is not out. The 
UDF had earlier itself alleged 
that there were irregularities 
in the CMDRF fund usage,” 
IUML leader P K Kunhalikut-
ty said. Meanwhile, BJP state 
chief K Surendran sought the 
resignation of Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and alleged 
irregularities and nepotism in 
spending the Chief Minister’s 
Relief Fund.

“One judge of the Lok Ayuk-
ta has made it clear that the 
CM has committed the crime. 
We just need to know what 
technical issue was pointed 
out by the second judge. The 
CM is clinging to the post as 
he is power-hungry,” Suren-
dran told the media.

Lok Ayukta had in 2019 
January admitted a com-
plaint alleging the misuse of 
the Chief Minister’s Distress 
Relief Fund (CMDRF) filed by 
one R S Sashi Kumar.

The complaint alleged “fa-
vouritism” in sanctioning fi-
nancial aid from the fund to 
NCP leader late Uzhavoor Vi-
jayan, former CPI(M) MLA, 
late K K Ramachandran Nair 
and to the family of Praveen 
a civil police officer who died 
in an accident while under-
taking escort duty for ruling 
CPI(M) state secretary Kodi-
yeri Balakrishnan.
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justice aFter 30 yrs passenger experience

Life term to cop who killed 
student in fake encounter

digiyatra checK-in with 
Facial recognition tech at 
KolKata airport 

Over three decades after the 
death of a 21-year-old man in 
a fake encounter here, a local 
court on Friday sentenced a 
retired Sub Inspector of Po-
lice to life imprisonment.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Pashupatinath Mishra on 
Wednesday held Yudhisther 
Singh, the then Sub Inspec-
tor, guilty of killing Mukesh 
Johri alias Lali, on 23 July, 
1992 in Bada Bazar area of 
the city. The court awarded 
life imprisonment to Singh 
on Friday and also imposed 
a fine of Rs 30,000, govern-
ment counsel Ashutosh 
Dubey said.

It said the fine amount will 
be provided to relatives of the 

victim.
 According to police, Singh, 

who was posted at Thana 
Kotwali, claimed to have 
killed Lali in an encounter in 
self-defence. The then SI had 
filed a case of robbery and 
murderous attack against 
the victim.

In a report submitted by 
Singh, he had alleged that 
while returning after buying 
household items from Bada 
Bazar on the fateful day, he 
saw three people having a 
dispute with a salesman of 
the Pink City Wine Shop and 
anticipating robbery, he chal-
lenged the accused and one of 
them opened fire on him, but 
he escaped narrowly.

The SI had said that if he 
had not fired, the miscreants 
would have killed him. He 

said he fired at one of them 
with his official revolver 
due to which he fell down 
bleeding. Singh, however, 
was accused of killing Lali, a 
second-year BA student, by 
the victim’s family.

Chandra Johri, the mother 
of the deceased, had ap-
proached  the Supreme Court 
to file a report against Singh 
and others, and later the in-
vestigation had handed over 
to the CB-CID.

“In the inquiry, it was found 
that Singh was not on duty at 
the time of the incident and 
misused his official revolver. 
The then SI had said that Lali 
was shot from the front, but 
the post-mortem examina-
tion revealed that the bul-
let was found in the back,” 
Dubey said.

Passengers travelling through the Kolkata airport will now be 
able to check in for their flights and board planes with facial 
recognition technology as DigiYatra was rolled out here on 
Friday, an official said.

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International Airport is the 
fourth one in the country after airports in Delhi, Bengaluru 
and Varanasi. These airports provide a seamless entry and 
embarkation process for passengers.

‘DigiYatra’ was rolled out in those three airports in the first 
phase in December last year.

Its main objective is to enhance passenger experience by 
eliminating the need for verification of ticket and ID at mul-
tiple touch points and to achieve better movement of passen-
gers through existing infrastructure using a digital frame-
work,” the Kolkata Airport said in a statement.

The trials of the technology started at the Kolkata airport 
on February 21, and till Thursday, 9,206 passengers availed 
the facility.

Passengers travelling through Air India, IndiGo, GoFirst, 
Vistara and SpiceJet will be able to use DigiYatra at the Kol-
kata airport, the statement said.

top of the day
up: 4 Killed in 
house blast 
BulandShahr: Four 
people died in a suspected 
gas cylinder blast in a 
house here on Friday said 
police. a call was received 
in the afternoon regard-
ing a cylinder blast in a 
house built in the middle 
of the fields in nayagaon in 
kotwali nagar area, SSp 
Shlok kumar said. The 
house where the explosion 
took place was destroyed, 
police said. Some cylinders 
have been found and police, 
district administration, fire 
brigade and CMo teams 
are engaged in relief and 
rescue operations, the SSp 
said. district Magistrate 
Chandra prakash Singh 
said that there was an 
explosion in a house built in 
the middle of the fields and 
the bodies of four people 
have been recovered so 
far. a forensic unit has 
also been called to collect 
evidence, the SSp said

odisha: 7 dead,  
2 hurt aFter car 
Falls into canal 
SaMBalpur: at least 
seven persons have died 
in an accident when a car 
fell into a canal in Sam-
balpur district, on Friday. 
as many as 14 persons 
were present in the car 
when the incident took 
place around 2:00 am on 
Friday. They were returning 
after attending a marriage 
function. at 02:30 am 
Sambalpur police and ad-
ministration received the 
information about the ac-
cident. The officials rushed 
to the spot. according to 
pravash dansena, Sub 
Collector Sambalpur, “last 
night they were returning 
to their destination after at-
tending the marriage func-
tion, near the canal they 
met with an accident, how 
the accident occurred will 
come out after enquiry”. 

puducherry 
assembly 
adjourned 
puduCherrY: The pu-
ducherry assembly, which 
convened for 17 days for 
the budget session since 
9 March , adjourned sine 
die on Friday. Speaker r 
Selvam who adjourned the 
session said this had been 
the longest-ever session 
in puducherry legislative 
history. The session was 
kickstarted by lt governor 
Tamilisai Soundarajan who 
presented her customary 
address to the house on 
9 March. Chief Minister 
n rangasamy who holds 
the Finance portfolio 
presented the rs 11,600 
crore budget for the fiscal 
2023-2024 on 13 March. 

senior jd(s) mla 
at ramaswamy 
resigns 
Bengaluru: Senior Jd(S) 
Mla from arkalgud aT 
ramaswamy on Friday 
resigned as legislator, 
ahead of the 10 May as-
sembly polls in karnataka. 
ramaswamy submitted his 
resignation to the karna-
taka legislative assembly 
Secretary at vidhana 
Soudha in Bengaluru, as 
Speaker vishweshwar 
hegde kageri is in his 
hometown of Sirsi in uttara 
kannada district. it is not 
yet clear as to whether 
he will join the BJp or 
Congress. ramaswamy is 
the second Jd(S) Mla to 
quit as legislator this week. 
on 27 March, another Mla 
of the party S r Srinivas 
(gubbi Srinivas alias vasu) 
resigned and joined the 
Congress on Thursday. 
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A case has been registered against three persons for 
allegedly raping a woman working at a mall in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Moradabad at gunpoint, said police on Friday.

The victim woman, working as a housekeeping staff at 
PVR Mall, Kant Road under the Civil Lines Police station 
area of the city, was raped by a security guard working 
in the same mall. At the same time, the supervisor and 
housekeeping staff supported the accused in committing 
the crime, the victim stated in her complaint.

SSP Hemraj Meena said, “A case has been registered 
based on the complaint of the woman in which she al-
leged that on 27 February, while she was changing her 
clothes in the changing room of the mall, a security guard 
forcefully entered the room and raped her at gunpoint. 
During this, the supervisor and housekeeper of the mall 
supported the accused, standing outside the door.”

“Later, the accused also threatened the victim to kill her 
husband if she told anyone, after which the victim left 
the job and kept quiet for some time. However, when the 
victim’s husband came to know about the incident, he 
took her to the police station to file a complaint against 
the accused”, added the SSP.

A medical examination of the victim has also been done 
and the case is being investigated.

“No one will be spared, strict action will be taken 
against those found involved in this incident”, assured 
the SSP. 

woman staFFer in 
up mall raped at 
gunpoint, case Filed

n IN July 2014 
a 22-year-old woman studying at a prestigious college in 
Mangaluru was abducted, along with her male friend, by a 
gang of three. She was sitting in her friend’s car in front of 
her apartment in pulakeshinagar at midnight. The accused 
dragged the couple into their car and drove to an isolated 
place and allegedly raped her.

n IN DEcEmbER 2022
a 34-year-old woman working as a peon in a school was 
raped by a private school van driver inside the vehicle. he 
offered to drop her off, took her to an isolated place near 
nayandahalli and raped her.

TRF militants arrested.

Narendra Modi

EARlIER INcIDENTS



In the post-budget we-
binar on green growth, 
Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi observed that 
“India has been the fast-
est in renewable energy 
capacity addition among 
major economies since 
2014. The potential of so-
lar, wind and biogas in In-
dia is no less than any gold 
mine or oil field for our pri-
vate sector. India has huge 
potential to lead the world 
in Green Energy. It will 
forward the cause of global 
good apart from generat-
ing Green Jobs”.

Th e  P r i m e  Mi n i st e r 
outlined three pillars for 
green growth and energy 
transition - increasing the 
generation of renewable 
energy, reducing use of 
fossil fuel in the economy 
and moving rapidly to-
wards a non-fossil fuel 

gas-based economy in the 
country. This strategy has 
underlined the announce-
ments of measures like 
ethanol blending, PM KU-
SUM Yojana, incentives 
for solar manufacturing, 
rooftop solar scheme, coal 
gasification, green hydro-
gen and battery storage, in 
the budgets of the past few 
years. 

Th e  P r i m e  Mi n i st e r 
highlighted schemes such 
as green credit for indus-
tries, PM Pranam Yojna 
for farmers, Gobardhan 
Yojna for villages, vehicle 
scrapping policy for cities, 
Green Hydrogen and wet-
land conservation. India 
has achieved the target of 
40% contributions from 
non-fossil fuels in the in-
stalled electricity capacity 
9 years before the target 
date and has also achieved 
the target of 10% ethanol 
blending in motor spirit 5 
months before time. 

Further, under the Na-
tional Green Hydrogen 
Mission, India is moving 
with a target production 
of 5 MMT green hydrogen. 
An allocation of Rs 19,000 
crore has been made to in-
centivize the private sec-
tor in this field. India has 
the potential of produc-
ing 10,000 million cubic 

metres of biogas from 
“Gobar” (cow dung) and 1.5 
lakh cubic meter gas which 
can contribute up to 8% to 
the city gas distribution in 
the country. Due to this, 
the Gobardhan Yojana is 
an important component 
of India’s biofuel strategy. 

The Central Government 
has made a provision of Rs 
3,000 crore in this year’s 
budget to scrap around 3 
lakh vehicles owned by 
Central and State govern-
ments that are older than 
15 years following the prin-
ciple of Reuse, Recycle and 
Recovery.

Green growth is one of 
the seven top priorities of 
the Union Budget 2023-24 
for ushering green indus-
trial and energy transition, 
environmentally-friendly 
agriculture and sustain-
able energy in the country. 
It will also generate a large 
number of green jobs. The 
Union Budget has envis-
aged a number of proj-
ects and initiatives spread 
across various sectors and 
ministries viz. Green Hy-
drogen Mission, Energy 
Transition, Energy Stor-
age Projects, Renewable 
Energy Evacuation, Green 
Credit  Program,  PM-
PRANAM, GOBARdhan 
Scheme, Bhartiya Prakri-
tik Kheti Bio-Input Re-
source Centres, MISHTI, 
Amrit Dharohar, Coastal 
Shipping and Vehicle Re-
placement. 

Our energy strategy is 
acknowledged, the world 
over, as rational and bal-
anced, which is only due 
to the vision and laser fo-
cus of the Prime Minister 

to ensure “energy justice”. 
India is accelerating its ef-
forts to increase the share 
of gas as fuel from the 
present 6.3 per cent to 15 
per cent by 2030.

At the recently-conclud-
ed India Energy Week 
2023,  India propelled 
its biofuel revolution by 
launching E20–20 per cent 
ethanol-blended gasoline, 
which has grown from just 
1.53 per cent in 2013-14 
to 10.17 per cent in 2023. 
Now, India is also setting 
up five second-generation 
ethanol plants that can 
convert agricultural waste 
into biofuel, further re-
ducing pollution due to 
stubble/ cross-residue 
burning, and generating 
income for farmers. The 
National Green Hydrogen 
Mission has been launched 
with an outlay of Rs 19,744 
crore to develop the coun-
try’s green hydrogen eco-
system and produce 4 MT 
of annual green hydrogen, 
leading to a saving of Rs 1 
lakh crore in cumulative 
fossil fuel import savings 
by 2030 as also additional 
employment.

Along with green hydro-
gen and biofuels, India is 
also supporting electric 
vehicles through a pro-
duction-linked incentive 
scheme to make advanced 
fuel cells of 50 gigawatt 
hours. Customs duty ex-
emptions have also been 
announced for the sector.

Apart from these mea-
sures, the Government of 
India has taken several 
steps to achieve 550 GW by 
2030.

 Firstly, the Green Energy 

Open Access Rules, 2022, 
which have provided for 
the levying only certain 
charges; there shall not be 
any capacity limit for in-
stallation of power plants 
from renewable energy 
sources, by entities for 
their own consumption 
and such plants may be set 
up at any location in India 
(and the Renewable Pur-
chase Obligation – RPO 
- benefit may be claimed 
in some other state) and 
power shall be transmit-
ted by using open access. 
Moreover, all applications 
for open access of green 
energy (having contract 
demand or sanctioned load 
of 100 kw and above), shall 
be allowed by the nodal 
agency within a period of 
fifteen days. 

Secondly, the General 
Network access and con-
nectivity regulations of 
CERC, will ensure grant of 
prompt connectivity to the 
generators, for the specific 
quantum without upfront 
declaring injection and 
drawl point. 

Thirdly, there is waiver of 
Inter-State Transmission 
charges, by the Ministry of 
Power, for new hydropow-
er projects, for solar and 
wind projects, for Hydro 
Pump Storage (PSP) and 
Battery Energy Storage 
Systems. 

Fourthly, the Finance 
Minister, in the recent bud-
get for the FY 2023-24, has 
announced that the Bat-
tery Energy storage Sys-
tem (BESS) with capacity 
of 4,000 MW will be sup-
ported with Viability Gap 
Funding (VGF). 

Fifthly, under the PM-
KUSUM Scheme, Central 
Financial Assistance is 
granted to the farmers for 
installing standalone or 
grid connected solar agri-
cultural pumps @ 30% by 
the Central Government 
and 30% by the State Gov-
ernment. Sixthly, in roof-
top solar, Central Financial 
Assistance is granted to 
the individual household. 
Seventhly, the National 
Bioenergy programme was 
launched on 02.11.2022 for 
the period from FY 2020-
21 to 2025-26. Under the 
programme,  financia l 
assistance has been pro-
vided for Waste to Energy 
projects, Biomass proj-
ects, biomass cogeneration 
(non-bagasse) and Bio-
gas projects are covered. 
Eighthly, Renewable Pur-
chase Obligation (RPO) 
has been fixed for various 
obligated entities ranging 
from 27.08% to 43.33% of 
the energy consumption. 
Further RPO has also been 
fixed for Energy storage.

In this way, India shall 
comfortably achieve and 
exceed the target of non 
fossil energy capacity of 
500 GW by 2030 and Net 
Zero Carbon Emissions 
(Carbon Neutral) by 2070, 
as envisioned by PM Modi. 
As we implement our ‘Am-
ritkaal’ strategy to achieve 
a USD 26 trillion economy 
by 2047, we will also me-
thodically ensure energy 
security and independence 
and be a trailblazer of 
green energy in the world.
The author is Chairman, 
Haryana Electricity Regula-
tory Commission. 

Powering India’s push 
for a Green India
Prime Miniser Narendra Modi recently said, “India has huge potential to lead the world in 
Green Energy. It will forward the cause of global good apart from generating Green Jobs.”

significance of msmes

green india mission

The recent observations by a division bench of 
the Supreme Court that politicians should de-
sist from pursuing politics mixed with religion, 
in order to curtail hate crimes and incidents, is 
most apt and appropriate. Yes, politics has been 
used by various political parties to promote 
their winning chances in elections and has often 
resulted in communal riots which could have 
easily been avoided. Even on Thursday when 
the Ram Navmi 
processions 
were taken out 
by  devo t e e s , 
there were re-
ports of these 
being attacked 
by mobs alleg-
edly belonging 
to a different 
faith. This kind 
of behaviour is 
unacceptable 
a n d  t h e  a u -
thorities must 
p r o b e  t h e s e 
incidents and 
punish all those 
responsible for 
such acts. In a 
country so vast 
as ours where 
people belong-
ing to different 
religions live, 
communal harmony is an essential element 
in order to keep both peace and strive towards 
positive development activities.  Politicians have 
the tendency of pitting one religion against the 
other and the same is true so far as castes are 
concerned. In fact, religion and castes are the 
two sides of the same coin. The Election Com-
mission as also the relevant courts must ensure 
that there is complete segregation of religion 
and politics. However, there are political parties 
which exist, whose very essence is religion, re-
gion or castes. The Muslim League and the Aka-
lis were the two parties to begin with where it 
was evident that the followers of a particular re-
ligion were associated with these organisations 
in order to further their prospects in the elector-
al arena. The adversaries of the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party have also accused it of promoting 
politics where the underlining theme is religion 
and the emphasis on the Hindutva agenda is one 
way of gaining the trust of the majority commu-
nity. 

The BJP has been charged with pursuing divi-
sive politics while its supporters without hesita-
tion have always claimed that the Congress used 
to gain because it would appease minorities at 
the cost of the majority community. These are 
serious issues and in this political arena, the al-
legations of pseudo secularists versus pseudo-
Hindus are often heard. Now who is what is 
something which people and political parties 
must themselves recognize, but it should be 
clearly understood that there is no room for poli-
tics of hate in this country. 

The constitution empowers people to follow 
the tenets of the faiths they believe in. But it 
does not mean that religion should become the 
focal point of settling all issues of whatever na-
ture. Politicians would always do things which 
suit their interests and it rarely matters to them 
that the discord in society is against the overall 
good of the country. Way back in 1990, a shaky 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh in order to save his 
government from being toppled, implemented 
the Mandal Commission which empowered the 
OBCs and many other castes that were alleg-
edly deprived of their rightful place. The Mandal 
politics was sought to be neutralized by the BJP 
which at that point was supporting the V.P.Singh 
led government at the Centre. L.K.Advani took 
it upon himself to launch the Somnath to Ayod-
hya Rath  Yatra in order to unite the Hindus. The 
Mandal versus Kamandal politics resulted in the 
fall of the Janata Dal government but established 
the role of caste and religion in our politics per-
manently and openly. In the past few years, 
religion-based politics and decisions have be-
come more pronounced and have often led to an 
avoidable confrontation amongst communities. 

At the regional level, parties identifying them-
selves with certain areas of the country have 
thrived. Political parties must come together 
and take a view on these serious matters. If the 
need be, the Election Commission could facili-
tate such a meeting. The main objective should 
be to ensure that politics of hate does not prevail 
over politics of harmony which alone is in the in-
terest of our country and which alone can carry 
forward this great Nation to greater glory. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
cocktail of politics & religion

Politics and 
religion should 
not go hand in 
hand

MSMEs play a significant 
role in the Indian economy, 
contributing to employment 
generation and GDP growth. 
According to the Ministry of 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises, the sector con-
tributes around 30% to 
India’s GDP and provides 
employment to over 11 crore 
people. MSMEs also contrib-
ute to India’s exports, with 
around 45% of the country’s 
total exports coming from 
this sector. The importance 
of MSMEs can be gauged 
from the fact that they con-
tribute to the development 
of rural areas, as a significant 
percentage of MSMEs are lo-
cated in rural and semi-ur-
ban areas. These enterprises 
also provide opportunities 
for entrepreneurship and 
self-employment, particu-

larly in areas where formal 
employment opportunities 
are limited.

MSMEs are also critical 
for the development of the 
manufacturing sector in In-
dia. They not only provide 
ancillary support to large 
industries but also promote 
innovation and entrepre-
neurship, leading to the 
creation of new products 
and services. The sector also 
contributes to technological 
upgradation and skill devel-
opment, thereby increasing 
the overall competitiveness 
of the Indian economy.

MSMEs play a crucial 
role in achieving the gov-
ernment’s vision of making 
India a $5 trillion economy. 
The government has taken 
several measures to support 
MSMEs, including the pro-
vision of credit, technology 
upgradation, and capacity 
building. One of the critical 
areas where MSMEs can 
contribute to achieving the 
$5 trillion economy target 
is through increasing ex-
ports. The government has 
launched various initiatives, 
such as the Export Promo-
tion Capital Goods Scheme 
and the Market Access Ini-
tiative, to support MSMEs 
in expanding their exports. 

MSMEs can also leverage 
e-commerce platforms to 
reach global markets and 
tap into the growing demand 
for Indian products and ser-
vices.

Despite the sector’s signifi-
cant contributions, it has not 
reached its full potential. The 
Indian government has tak-
en several steps to support 
the sector, including policies 
to promote entrepreneur-
ship, ease of doing business, 
and access to finance. How-
ever, more needs to be done 
to catapult the sector to the 
next level.

We will discuss seven sug-
gestions to accelerate the 
growth of the Indian MSME 
sector.
Facilitate access to credit: 
Access to credit is a sig-
nificant challenge faced 
by MSMEs in India. The 
government has initiated 
several measures to im-
prove credit access, such as 
the Credit Guarantee Fund 
Scheme and the Mudra Yo-
jana. However, more needs 
to be done to improve credit 
delivery to the MSME sector. 
Banks and other financial 
institutions need to simplify 
the loan application process 
and reduce the collateral re-
quirements for small loans.

Promote technology adop-
tion: MSMEs in India often 
lack access to advanced tech-
nology, which hampers their 
competitiveness. The gov-
ernment can provide incen-
tives to encourage MSMEs 
to adopt new technology, 
such as subsidies for capital 
investment in technology 
and R&D. The government 
can also create technology 
clusters and incubation cen-
tres to promote technology 
adoption among MSMEs. 
Encourage entrepreneur-
ship: The government can 
encourage entrepreneurship 
by providing education and 
training on entrepreneur-
ship, creating incubation 
centres, and providing seed 
capital for new ventures. 
The government can also 
promote awareness of en-
trepreneurship by organiz-
ing events and workshops at 
the district and block levels.
Simplify regulatory com-
pliance: MSMEs in India 
face several regulatory com-
pliance requirements, such 
as registration, licences, 
and permits. These require-
ments can be cumbersome 
and time-consuming, espe-
cially for small businesses. 
The government can sim-
plify these regulatory com-

pliance requirements by 
creating a single-window 
clearance system and reduc-
ing the number of licences 
and permits required.

Promote exports: MSMEs 
can play a significant role in 
boosting India’s exports. The 
government can support 
MSMEs in international 
trade by providing incen-
tives such as export promo-
tion capital goods (EPCG) 
schemes, duty drawback 
schemes, and market access 
initiatives.
Strengthen the supply 
chain: MSMEs often face 
challenges in sourcing raw 
materials and accessing 
markets. The government 
can facilitate the creation of 
an efficient supply chain by 
promoting backward and 
forward linkages between 
MSMEs and larger firms. 
This can be done by creating 
industrial parks, common 
facilities centres, and logis-
tics hubs.
Enhance digital infrastruc-
ture: MSMEs in India often 
face challenges in accessing 
digital infrastructure, such 
as high-speed internet and 
e-commerce platforms. The 
government can support 
MSMEs by improving digi-
tal infrastructure in rural 

and semi-urban areas and 
providing training on e-
commerce platforms.

Finally, the MSME sec-
tor in India has the poten-
tial to be a significant con-
tributor to the country’s 
economic growth. The 
government needs to take 
a multi-pronged approach 
to support the sector by fa-
cilitating access to credit, 
promoting technology 
adoption, encouraging en-
trepreneurship, simplifying 
regulatory compliance, pro-
moting exports, strengthen-
ing the supply chain, and 
enhancing digital infrastruc-
ture. 

There is no doubt that 
MSMEs are contributing 
significantly to GDP growth, 
employment generation, and 
exports. The sector also pro-
motes innovation, technol-
ogy upgradation, and skill 
development. MSMEs will 
play a critical role in achiev-
ing the government’s vision 
of making India a $5 trillion 
economy by 2025. These 
suggestions, if implemented 
effectively, can catapult the 
Indian MSME sector to new 
heights.
Dr Ranjeet Mehta is Deputy Sec-
retary General, PHDCCI. Views 
expressed are personal.

Small businesses, big impact: Seven steps to 
drive MSMEs forward in India

Politicians would always 
do things which suit their 
interests and it rarely matters 
to them that the discord in 
society is against the overall 
good of the country. Way back 
in 1990, a shaky Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh in order to save 
his government from being 
toppled, implemented the 
Mandal Commission which 
empowered the OBCs and 
many other castes that were 
allegedly deprived of their 
rightful place. The Mandal 
politics was sought to be 
neutralized by the BJP which 
at that point was supporting 
the V.P.Singh led government 
at the Centre. L.K.Advani took 
it upon himself to launch the 
Somnath to Ayodhya Rath  Yatra 
in order to unite the Hindus.
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IN COURT

Bombay High Court: Custom 
Authorities Does Not Have Any 
Power To Seal Immovable Property 
The Bombay High Court 
in the case Kalpesh Ghe-
varchand Jain v. Union 
of India and Ors ob-
served and has held that 
the Custom authorities 
do not have any power 
to seal the premises of a 
person who is allegedly 
involved in smuggling 
goods.

The division bench 
comprising of Justice 
Sunil B Shukre and Jus-
tice Kamal Khata in the 
wherein a writ plea was 
filed, the court held that 
there is no power avail-
able with the custom au-
thorities to seal premises 
of any person, which be-
ing nothing but a form of 
immovable property.

The petitioner in the 
case was allegedly in-
volved in gold smug-
gling wherein seeking 
de-sealing of his prem-
ises by the Customs au-
thorities. It has also been 
prayed by him in the plea 
that the statement of him 
under section 108 of the 
Customs Act, 1962 be re-
corded in visible but not 
audible distance of his 
advocate.

Therefore, the prayer 
is being opposed by the 
Central Government 
and has contended that 
there being no material 
on record justifying the 
petitioner’s prayers.

The court stated that 
the request of petitioner 
of having his advocate 
present at visible but is 
not audible distance be-
ing harmless. It has also 
been noted by the court 
that the petitioner has an 
apprehension of assault 
and the same needs to be 
taken care of in the best 
possible manner.

Further, it has been held 

by the court that the Cus-
tom authorities does not 
have any power to seal 
premises i.e., immovable 
property of any person.

The court also noted 
that as stated under sec-
tion 110 or section 121 of 
the Customs Act, only the 
goods or movable prop-
erty can be confiscated 
and seized. Therefore, the 
Custom authorities have 
the power to confiscate 
the sale proceeds of goods 
if the authorities have any 
knowledge or reason to 
believe that the goods are 
smuggled goods.

Further,  the court 

noted that the definition 
of goods under Section 
2(22) of the Customs Act 
only includes movable 
property.

Adding to it, the court 
stated that the immov-
able property cannot 
be seized and confis-
cated but it can only be  
attached and is sold to re-
cover the lost to the gov-
ernment as stated under 
section 142(1)(c)(ii) of the 
Customs Act.

Accordingly, the court 
directed the Custom au-
thorities to remove the 
seal affixed to the prem-
ises of petitioner.

The Gujarat High Court 
in the case Goganbhai 
Rambhai Shekh vs. State 
of Gujrat observed and has 
allowed a criminal miscel-
laneous application, the 
court also granted bail to 
an accused in a Ganja cul-
tivation case, wherein cit-
ing intermediary quantity 
and lack of criminal ante-
cedents.

In the case an application 
was filed wherein seeking 
grant of regular bail after 
the charge-sheet was filed 
in connection with an of-
fence registered under Sec-
tion 8(b), Section 8(c), Sec-

tion 20(b), Section 20(a)(i) 
and Section 20(b)(ii) of the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances Act, 
1985, NDPS Act.

It has been argued by 
the counsel, Mr. DC Sejpal 
appearing for the appli-
cant for the bail and has 
contended that the case 
of prosecution was for an 
intermediary quantity of 
Ganja possession, which 
being greater than the 
small quantity but the 
same being less than the 
commercial quantity. It has 
also been claimed by him 
that even if the quantity 
mentioned in the FIR and 
charge-sheet is assumed to 

be correct, the same would 
also not apply the rigours 
of Section 37. Thus, the 
maximum punishment for 
the alleged offence against 
the applicant would be ten 
years imprisonment and 
a fine under Section 20 of 
the NDPS Act.

It has also been argued 
by Additional Public Pros-
ecutor, Mr. KM Antani that 
the accused was found in 
possession of cannabis sa-
tiva plant, which being a 
serious offence under the 
NDPS Act. Further, it has 
also been contended by 
him that despite the maxi-
mum punishment being 
up to 10 years, the accused 

needs not to be released 
on bail due to the gravity 
of the offence.

The bench headed by 
Justice Umesh A Trivedi in 
the case observed and has 
pointed out that the Police 
swung into action which 
being  on prior information 
about a cultivation of Gan-
ja and six plants have been 
recovered, as the same is 
being claimed in the FIR, 
of Ganja which weighted 
5.05 kilograms.

Accordingly, the court 
also placed Reliance on the 
law laid down by the Apex 
Court in the case of Sanjay 
Chandra Vs. Central Bu-
reau of Investigation.

IN COURT

GUJARAT HIGH COURT GRANTED 
BAIL TO ALLEGED GANJA 
CULTIVATOR CITING ‘INTERMEDIARY 
QUANTITY’ CONTRABAND 

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

The Calcutta High 
Court in the case 
Anirudha Halder 

& Anr. v. The State of West 
Bengal observed and has 
directed the State Govern-
ment for releasing two 
life convicts who were 
languishing in jail for 18 
years, being on premature 
release, the court denied 
the same on the ground 
that it did not receive the 
opinion of the Presiding 
Judge of the court before or 
through which the convic-
tion was being held.

The Single bench headed 
by Justice Bibek Chaud-
huri in the case observed 
that under Section 432(2) 
of Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, the court is of the 
opinion of Presiding Judge 
of the court before or by 
which the conviction was 
being held or confirmed is 
necessary. Therefore, the 
High Court perused the 
judgment itself, since the 
same was absent in the 
case.

Further, the petitioner 
approached the High 
Court under Section 482 
of Code of Criminal Proce-
dure reading with Article 
227 of the Constitution of 
India for the premature 
release of them under Sec-
tion 432 and Section 433 of 
CrPC.

The petitioner in the 
plea contended that since 
2005, they were in cus-
tody and at present the 
petitioner No.1, who is 
aged about 74 years and 
the petitioner No.2 is aged 
about 84 years and except 

the present case, the pe-
titioners do not have any 
criminal antecedents.

Further, it has also been 
submitted that petitioner 
no.2 carried on his aca-
demic activities from the 
correctional home and the 
petitioner has obtained the 
Master Degree in English 
from the Calcutta Uni-
versity and the petitioner 
was also entrusted to teach 
other convicts in the cor-
rectional home.

The petitioner in the plea 
highlighted for premature 
release was favourably 
considered by the State 

Sentence Review Board, 
SSRB, but they were not 
able to release by the ap-
propriate government as 
the government did not 
receive the opinion of the 
Presiding Judge of the 
court before or by which 
the conviction of the pe-
titioner was had or con-
firmed.

The said court also relied 
upon the judgement of the 
Co-ordinate bench of Cal-
cutta High Court, wherein 
the court dismissed the 
opinion of SSRB which 
refused a prayer for re-
mission of sentence and 

for premature release of a 
person as the person was 
suffering sentence for 
about 17 years.

The court noted in the 
case that the opinion of 
the Judge Presiding was 
not being available with 
the SSRB and the sentence 
of the petitioner was con-
firmed by the High Court.

Further, it has also been 
noted by the court that the 
entire case being against 
the petitioners was based 
on circumstantial evidence 
and there being no reason 
for refusal of premature 
release of the petitioners.

IN COURT

CALCUTTA HIGH COURT ORDERED 
PREMATURE RELEASE OF LIFE 
CONVICTS IN ABSENCE OF OPINION 
OF PRESIDING JUDGE U/S 432 CRPC

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Plea Against 
Freezing Of Debt Accounts By ED; 
Asked Vivo To Pursue Remedies 
Before PMLA Appellate Tribunal 
The Delhi High Court 
in the case Vivo Mobile 
India PVT. Ltd v. Direc-
torate Of Enforcement 
observed wherein the 
court was hearing a plea 
moved by Vivo India 
against the order of En-
forcement Directorate to 
debit freeze its bank ac-
counts, the court directed 
the Chinese smartphone 
manufacturer to pursue 
the appellate remedies 
before the Appellate Au-
thority under Prevention 
of Money Laundering 
Act, 2002.

The bench headed by 
Justice Prathiba M Singh 
in the case observed and 
has noted that Vivo India 
has preferred an appeal 
before the Appellate Tri-
bunal last month which 
being against the order 
passed by Adjudicating 
Authority wherein the 
court confirmed the debit 
freeze order.

The court in the case ob-
served and has directed 
Vivo India to prefer inter-
im application before the 
Appellate Tribunal along 
with the appeal which 
may be taken up within 
four weeks and the same 
shall be adjudicated expe-
ditiously.

An interim order on 

13.07.2022, the coordinate 
bench of the court had 
passed an interim order 
wherein directing Vivo 
India for furnishing a 
bank guarantee of Rs.950 
crores. The court also di-
rected to maintain a credit 
balance for an amount of 
Rs. 251 crores in the bank 
accounts.

Last year, in the month 
of September, it has been 
directed by the court that 
the Chinese smartphone 
manufacturer to main-
tain a credit balance of 
Rs.10,45,94,868.9. There-
fore, the Adjudicating Au-
thority in an order dated 
21.12.2022 confirmed the 
debit freeze.

The bench headed by 
Justice Singh in the case 

observed and has di-
rected that the interim 
applications and the final 
adjudication of the ap-
peal made by Vivo India’s 
may be conducted expedi-
tiously before the Appel-
late Tribunal within four 
weeks, which being either 
from filing of the appeal or 
firstly listing along with 
interim applications.

The ED in its affidavit 
filed in July last year al-
leged that the company’s 
seized bank accounts 
were clearly being in-
volved in the case of mon-
ey laundering, ED while 
responding to the Vivo’s 
plea.

It has also been submit-
ted by the central investi-
gating that it being not a 

case of mere commission 
of an economic offence 
but an attempt to destabi-
lize the financial system 
of the country and it is 
also to threaten the sover-
eignty and integrity of the 
nation.

It has also been alleged 
before the court that out of 
total sale proceeds made 
of Rs. 1,25,185 crores, Vivo 
India remitted an amount 
of 62,476 crores which 
being almost 50% of the 
turnover out of India, be-
ing mainly to China

Further, the ED alleged 
before the court that these 
remittances were being 
made in order to claim 
huge losses by these com-
panies to avoid payment 
of taxes in India.

TDG NETWORK 
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The diplomatic relation-
ship between both the coun-
try has been quite evident 
since decades. The recent 
instance being the  UAE-
India Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA)  enforced on 
May 1, 2022. The upshot of 
the agreement is that busi-
nesses can now take ascen-
dancy of many new benefits 
that are inclusive of  greater 
access for United Arab Emir-
ates exports plunging into 
the Indian market through 
the reduction or removal of 
tariffs on more than 80 per 
cent of products. The CEPA, 
that was agreed and signed 
in February, with the con-
jecture to augment the total 
value of bilateral trade in 
goods to over dollar 100 bil-
lion and trade in services to 
over dollar 15 billion within 
five years. Both the countries 
looking  completely optimis-
tic over the future regarding 
their respective economic 
growth. While the interna-
tional trades are expanding it 
becomes a necessity to have 
the amendments in various 

dispute resolutions in their 
respective spheres as well.

Mediation for the Settle-
ment of Civil and Commer-
cial Disputes in United Arab 
Emirates

On 29 April 2021, the 
UAE’s federal government 
promulgated Federal Law 
No. 6 of 2021 on Mediation 
in Civil and Commercial Dis-
putes (the UAE Mediation 
Law). This law constructs 
and intensifies preceding 
groundwork for mediation 
by proffering a robust me-
diation framework through-
out the United Arab Emir-
ates. The law executes an 
umpteen number of interna-
tional best practice features 
that are probably in favour  
to encourage mediation for 
resolving commercial dis-
putes. These include free-
dom to select and appoint a 
private mediator, safeguard-
ing and shielding of  ‘without 
prejudice’ discussions, and a 
foreshadowed registration 
regime to ensure suitably 
qualified mediators.

The UAE Mediation Law 
is lodestar, comprehensive 
and groundbreaking legis-
lation. It concotes an exhaus-
tive regulatory structure 
for mediation throughout 
the United Arab Emirates 
commencing for the first 
time, corroborating that a 
consistent and harmonious 
framework applies in all 
Emirates. The law follows 
and heeds on a global trend 
towards regulation that ei-
ther strongly invigorates 

or mandates mediation of 
civil disputes. For instance, 
local courts have potent to 
encourage mediation, pro-
vided both parties consent 
in United Kingdom, while in 
Australia there is a complete 
different scenario the courts 
have power to impel parties 
to mediate, regardless of 
their consent.

Chapters 2 and 3 of the 
UAE Mediation Law deals 
exclusively with Judicial and 
Non Judicial Mediation. Ju-
dicial Mediation, competent 
courts now have the author-
ity to refer disputes to me-
diation at any stage of a case, 
provided both the parties 
consent. The court’s referral 
decision must also mention 
various matters, inclusive of 
the parties’ undertaking to 
appear at the mediation and 
to provide the mediator with 
all requisite information and 
documents, the subject of the 
mediation, its duration (that 
must not go beyond three 
months, with the provision 
to renew  once) and the di-
vision of mediation costs 
stipulated under Article 5 
of the UAE Mediation Law. 
And in the case of Non-Judi-
cial Mediation, parties who 
have entered into a media-
tion agreement may directly 
resort to a ‘Mediation and 
Conciliation Centre’ (defined 
as a centre established under 
Federal Law No. 17 of 2016 as 
amended or any other local 
law) before the inception if  
any legal action  before the 
local courts or an arbitral tri-
bunal. Parties must make an 
application for Non-Judicial 
Mediation to a supervising 
judge. The court will impede 
either party to an active me-
diation from instituting any  
legal action before the courts 
or through arbitration, un-
less the mediation agree-
ment is invalid or impos-
sible to implement provided 

Articles 22(1) and 23 of the 
UAE Mediation Law. Proce-
dural aspect of both Judicial 
Mediation and Non-Judicial 
Mediation are quite  similar 
stipulated under Articles 9 
and 23 of the UAE Mediation 
Law. A mediator must notify 
the parties regarding the me-
diation sessions (including 
through electronic means) 
and parties can attend the 
mediation sessions in person 
or through their respective 
legal representatives under 
a special power of attorney 
and can engage advisors to 
attend sessions with them. 
Prior to the first session, 
each party to the dispute 
must submit and conform a 
brief summary of the claims 
to the mediator  not to the 
other party, accompanied by 
succouring documents and 
evidence. Mediation sessions 
can be held remotely and the 
mediator has broad power 
and authority to conduct 
sessions and utilize what-
ever methods appropriate to 
bring both the parties closer 
together, including holding 
private sessions with each 
party. The mediators may 
hear the testimony of third 
parties with the respective 
parties’ consent and appoint 
technical experts to assist 
them. Such experts can be 
selected from the expert ros-
ters of the Ministry of Justice 
or (importantly) the parties 
may select any other expert 
expressed under Articles 10, 
11 and 12 of the UAE Media-
tion Law.  The UAE Media-
tion Law has made it evident 
that mediation procedures 
conducted  in compliance 
with the law are confi-
dential and no documents 
and information provided 
within them, that comprises 
of agreements or compro-
mises, can be invoked before 
any court or any other entity 
whatsoever, unless all par-

ties involved approves for 
the same  or the documents 
or information relating to a 
criminal act  that has been 
stipulated under Article 14 
of the UAE Mediation Law. 
Articles 4, 6 and 25 of the 
UAE Mediation Law enu-
merates on the establishment 
of private mediation centres 
and branches of foreign me-
diation centres, subject to 
licensing requirements. Par-
ties may avail and appoint a 
private mediator and in case 
of any failing agreement, the 
competent court will provide 
options for potential media-
tors who are registered on a 
list maintained by the Media-
tion and Conciliation Centre. 
The Proposed mediators 
must be in conformance 
with their neutrality and in-
dependence and should have 
a continuing duty to disclose 
any facts or circumstances 
that would cause either 
party to doubt the said cir-
cumstance. The mediation 
agreement must define the 
dispute to be resolved and 
must appoint a mediator or 
indicate a method for ap-
pointment. It is permissible 
for parties to agree that me-
diation can be conducted in a 
language other than Arabic  
as stated under Article 3 of 
the UAE Mediation Law. The 
UAE Mediation Law clearly 
aspires to avail and have ac-
cess to high caliber media-
tors who  are to be selected 
from the retired members of 
the judiciary, practising and 
non-practising advocates 
registered with the Ministry 
of Justice, and global experts 
in the field of business and 
law who are reputed for 
their expertise, integrity and 
neutrality as stated in Article 
4(1) of the UAE Mediation 
Law. The status of UAE as a 
hub for international busi-
ness, becomes a necessity to 
have access to multi-lingual 

mediators (fluent in Arabic, 
English and other languag-
es)  and if demand persisting 
for  traditional in-person me-
diation remains strong, me-
diators based ‘on the ground’ 
will keep costs down. A 
comprehensive training sys-
tem to accredit mediators 
(held in English and Arabic) 
must also be developed. The 
Mediation and Conciliation 
Centre will require the need 
to support the business com-
munity by providing a tem-
plate mediation agreement 
in English and Arabic. This 
will ensure parties to  have 
access to a template that is 
in accordance with the UAE 
Mediation Law and help in 
managing their expectation 
with the mediation process.

AN OVERVIEW OF INDI-
AN  MEDIATION BILL 2021 

The Indian justice system 
still grappling with the inad-
equacy and rising pendency 
for cases and the evolution 
of arbitration in these years 
the aim for now is to insti-
tutionalize the mediation 
settlements. The quest to 
have a statutory framework 
for compulsory mediation 
in certain cases of civil and 
commercial disputes and 
to strengthen the process 
of mediation in India, the 
Bill was placed before the 
Rajya Sabha (Upper House 
of Parliament) on  Decem-
ber 20, 2021 and referred to 
the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on the same day.

With sixty five sections and 
ten schedules in the current 
draft substantially cover-
ing institutional mediation, 
establishment of a regula-
tory body, acknowledging 
the entities conducting me-
diation, their respective role, 
qualifications and training 
of mediators, online media-
tion, community mediation, 
settlement of cross border 
disputes through mediation, 

compulsory pre-litigation 
mediation and enforcement 
of mediated settlement 
agreements. The Bill is per-
tinent  to  Indian residents or 
entities incorporated or hav-
ing place of business in India;  
parties who have consented 
to subject their disputes to 
the provisions of the Bill by 
executing a mediation agree-
ment; and  international me-
diation. Section 3(f) of the Bill 
states  international media-
tion as the mediation related 
to commercial disputes aris-
ing out of legal or contractual 
relationship governed by ap-
plicable Indian laws, where 
at least one party is a foreign 
national, or body corporate, 
limited liability partnership, 
or association of individuals 
having place of business out-
side India, or  a foreign gov-
ernment. In essence, parties 
who wish to be governed by 
the Bill must choose Indian 
law as the substantive law 
of the contract. Additionally, 
the Bill also applies to com-
mercial disputes where one 
of the parties is the Central 
or State government, or its 
agencies, public bodies, cor-
porations, local bodies, or 
entities owned or controlled 
by the appropriate govern-
ment. The application of the 
bill is however restricted to 
government and its agency 
and with regard to the con-
sumer,  industrial disputes 
are negated. Section 44 
provides that if any matter 
is affecting the peace and 
harmony of a community 
or locality, it can be settled 
through this kind of media-
tion with the consent of the 
concerned parties. To ini-
tiate the proceedings, the 
parties have to present an 
application to the authority 
under the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987, or 
to District Magistrate or 
Sub-divisional Magistrate, 

and then mediators will 
be appointed through the 
panel. The procedure of 
such mediation is given 
under Section 45 of the Bill. 
The Bill provides a written 
agreement between parties 
for the submission of one or 
more disputes to mediation. 
The requirement of a writ-
ten mediation agreement 
can be easily fulfilled by 
drafting multi-tier dispute 
resolution clauses where 
mediation is the primary 
step and can be foreseen 
that parties are out of court 
in the near future. A robust 
institutional mechanisms 
called Mediation council 
of India would be formed 
where education and train-
ing will create promising 
and competent mediators. 
Though the Bill provides 
for the appointment of 
members of the council, 
there is a loophole regard-
ing  their qualifications and 
experience.  An electronic 
depository of mediated set-
tlement agreements will aid 
research and growth of ju-
risprudence in this field of 
law. But it is paramount and 
serious concern  that the 
principles of confidential-
ity are not compromised in 
the process. Section 3(l) of 
the Bill defines a mediation 
service provider as a body 
or organization recognized 
by the MCI for conducting 
mediation. Such service 
provider will also include 
Lok Adalats, authorities 
constituted under the Le-
gal Services Authority Act 
and court-annexed media-
tion centre. Section 6 of the 
Bill envisage  pre-litigation 
mediation mandatory for 
civil and commercial dis-
putes, regardless  of parties 
getting into a mediation 
agreement.

 Please read concluding on 
thedailyguardian.com

The Maharashtra Gov-
ernment informed 
the Bombay High 

Court that it be allotting 
30.16 acres of land in Bandra 
East for construction of the 
High Court Complex.

Advocate General Birendra 
Saraf informed the court 
that it has been agreed by 
the Public Works Depart-
ment for surrendering the 
land for New Bombay High 
Court Building. Therefore, 
it will allow the process of 
formal reservation and GR.

However, the complex 
would be having central tri-
bunals, chambers for law-
yers along with the cham-
bers of judges, it has been 
stated by Advocate General 
Birendra Saraf that a circu-
lar was handed over to the 
bench by the PWD.

In the present case, a con-
tempt plea was filed by advo-
cate Ahmed Abdi, wherein 
seeking implementation of 
the High Court’s 2019 order 
in his Public Interest Litiga-
tion, PIL highlighting the 
need for shifting the court 
premises to a building which 
is more spacious.

The bench comprising of 
Acting Chief Justice SV Gan-
gapurwala and Justice Sand-
eep Marne was hearing the 
matter.

In the case, the court dis-
posed of the contempt plea, 
the PIL filed is listed for 

compliance on 10.06.2023. 
It has also been stated by 
Advocate Abdi that the plea 
has been pending for several 
years.

However, the Bombay 
High Court in the year 2019 
had injuncted the state gov-

ernment from taking any de-
cision on a 44-acre Bandra 
East plot till the court took 
a stand on the new Bombay 
High Court complex. The 
High Court in the case ob-
served that essentially the 
justice was denied to the 

litigants by the Government 
while delaying the decision.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice AS Oka 
and Justice MS Sonak 
passed the said order.

It has also been noted 
by the bench that the cur-
rent building was meant to 
house which being around 
six to seven courts when 
in the year 1878, it became 
functional, though an insti-
tution was established by 
High Court in 1862. At pres-
ent, the sanctioned strength 
of the court comprising of 
94 judges and, around 35 
judges are serving in the 
138-year-old building, The 
court found the space to be 
insufficient.

The court noted that the 
buildings as it stands does 
not have adequate space for 
court rooms, the chambers 
for judges and lawyers and 
also for thousands of liti-
gants who come each day.

Accordingly, the circular is-
sued by PWD stated that the 
area reserved for chamber 
of lawyers would generate 
revenue.

IN COURT

 ART & POLITY

An Analogy on the recent developments in the dispute 
resolution mechanisms in India and United Arab 
Emirates— Rania Naushad 

MAHARASHTRA GOVT ALLOTTED 30 
ACRES LAND IN BANDRA EAST FOR 
NEW BOMBAY HIGH COURT BUILDING

IN COURT

Punjab And Haryana 
High Court: Minimum 
Period Of 7 Days To 
Respond Is Mandatory, 
Non-Compliance To Be For 
Reassessment Proceedings

The Punjab And Hary-
ana High Court in the case 
Baljeet Singh Versus ITO 
observed and has held 
that a minimum period of 
seven days is provided to 
respond as it is stated Sec-
tion 148A(b) of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961, the same is 
mandatory and the non-
compliance in this regard 
would be fatal to the reas-
sessment proceedings.

The division bench com-
prising of Ritu Bahri and 
Justice Amarjot Bhatti in 
the case observed and has 
set aside the order stated 
under Section 148A(d) and 
has issued the consequen-
tial notice stated under Sec-
tion 148 of the Act as the 
minimum period provided 
as stated under Section 
148A(b) of the Act was not 
provided.

It being the case of the pe-
titioner/assessee wherein 
challenging the reassess-

ment proceedings which 
are initiated in the case of 
the assessee in which only 
4 days time was granted to 
the petitioner to respond to 
the show cause notice is-
sued under Section 148A(b) 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 
Further, the court passed an 
order under section 148A(d) 
leading to the issuance of 
notice under Section 148 
of the Act. It has also been 
stated by the petitioner 
in the plea that as Section 

148A(b) of the Income Tax 
Act, 7 days time is required 
to be given for giving a reply 
to this notice and the said 
provision is mandatory and 
has not been complied with 
by the respondent.

Accordingly, the court 
quashed the reassessment or-
der.

The counsel, Saurabh Kapoor 
appeared for the respondent.

T h e  c o u n s e l ,  R a n a 
Gurtej Singh represented  
the petitioner.
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TOP OF THE DAY

EGYPT RAISES 
INTEREST RATES 
TO CURB SURGING 
INFLATION
CAIRO : Egypt’s Central 
Bank said it raised inter-
est rates on Thursday 
as the embattled Middle 
Eastern country con-
tinues to battle surging 
inflation and a depreciat-
ing currency. In an online 
statement, the bank’s 
monetary policy commit-
tee said the most basic 
lending rate, the over-
night deposit rate, has 
increased from 16.25% 
to 18.25%.The hike 
aims to ease spiraling 
inflation, with the annual 
figure reaching 32.9% 
in February, up from 
26.5% in January. Nearly 
a third of Egyptians live 
in poverty, according to 
official figures, and are 
struggling to keep up 
with rising prices, which 
have soared since Russia 
invaded Ukraine last year. 
The prices of basic items 
such as grains, meat, 
poultry, fish and fruit, 
have risen drastically 
over recent months.

10 WORKERS 
DEAD IN GOLD 
MINE COLLAPSE
KHARTOUM : At least 10 
workers are dead after a 
gold mine collapsed in 
northern Sudan, state 
media reported overnight.
Sudan’s SUNA news 
said the workers died 
after the roof of the Jebel 
Al-Ahmar gold mine, 
near the Egyptian border, 
collapsed Thursday.Many 
other miners are still 
missing, it reported.Sev-
eral of the bodies, mostly 
of young men, have been 
recovered from the site 
and search efforts are 
ongoing, SUNA said.A 
security source cited by 
the state agency said 
workers are feared to 
be trapped beneath the 
mine’s groundwater. 
Few further details were 
given.

NORWAY MAKES 
COUNTRY’S 
LARGEST-EVER 
COCAINE SEIZURE
COPENHAGEN : Police 
made the largest-
ever cocaine seizure 
in Norway when they 
discovered 800 kilo-
grams (1,760 pounds) 
of the drug in boxes of 
fruit in Oslo, officials 
said.Norwegian news 
agency NTB said late 
on Thursday that the 
drugs were found this 
week following a tipoff 
from German police who 
seized 1,200 kilograms 
(2,645 pounds) in Pots-
dam on Tuesday.Police 
didn’t disclose the exact 
date that the cocaine 
was found in Oslo, or 
where the fruit origi-
nated from. No one has 
been arrested in Norway.
Police spokeswoman 
Grete Lien Metlid was 
quoted by NTB as saying 
that it was the largest 
seizure ever in Norway. 
She said that it was too 
early to say whether the 
cocaine was intended for 
the Norwegian market, 
or if Norway was being 
used as a transit point.
The previous largest 
seizures of cocaine in 
Norway was in 2013 
when 153 kilograms 
(337 pounds), were 
seized, and in 2013 when 
145 kilograms (319 
pounds) of cocaine were 
hidden in banana boxes, 
the news agency said.

JOINING TREATY

FIRST MEETING

TURKISH PARLIAMENT APPROVES 
FINLAND’S NATO MEMBERSHIP BID

JAPAN FOREIGN MINISTER YOSHIMASA 
HAYASHI TO VISIT CHINA

The Turkish Parliament 
on Thursday voted unani-
mously in favour of Fin-
land’s application to join the 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO), clearing 
the last hurdle in the ac-
cession process, while also 
continuing to block Sweden 
from joining the military al-
liance, CNN reported.

The vote in the Parliament 
fulfils Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
“promise” to allow Fin-
land to become part of the 
military alliance, as per the 
news report. Turkey was 
the last NATO member to 
approve Finland’s acces-
sion. Following the vote, 
Finnish President Sauli 
Niinisto said his country is 
“ready to join NATO.” He 
further said, “All 30 NATO 
members have now ratified 
Finland’s membership. I 
want to thank every one 

of them for their trust and 
support,” according to CNN 
report.

Sauli Niinisto stressed that 
“Finland will be a strong 
and capable ally, commit-
ted to the security of the 
Alliance.” As per the news 
report, he said, “We look 
forward to welcoming Swe-
den to join us as soon as pos-
sible.”

NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg welcomed 
the decision of Turkey. Tak-
ing to his official Twitter 
handle, Stoltenberg stated, 
“I welcome the vote of the 
Grand National Assembly 
of #Turkiye to complete the 
ratification of #Finland’s ac-
cession. This will make the 
whole #NATO family stron-
ger & safer.”

In 2022, Finland and Swe-
den submitted applications 
to join NATO. A majority of 
NATO members welcomed 
the applications of Finland 
and Sweden except for Tur-

key and Hungary.Turkish 
President Erdogan accused 
Finland and Sweden of 
housing Kurdish “terrorist 
organizations.” Meanwhile, 
Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban said that Fin-
land and Sweden were dis-
seminating “outright lies” 
about his country’s rule of 
law record, as per the CNN 
report.

Later, the two nations 
softened their stance on 
Finland’s accession. How-
ever, Hungary and Turkey 
continue to remain op-
posed to Sweden becoming 
part of NATO.On Monday, 
the Hungarian Parliament 
voted 182 to six in favour 
of Finland’s application. 
On Wednesday, Hungarian 
government spokesperson 
Zoltan Kovacs said there 
was “an ample amount of 
grievances that need to be 
addressed” before Sweden’s 
bid to join NATO would be 
approved by Hungary. 

Japan Foreign Minister Yo-
shimasa Hayashi is all set 
to visit China on a two-day 
trip, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Japan confirmed 
on Friday.

Hayashi  is all set to visit 
Beijing for the first time in 
over three years since 2019, 
will kickstart his trip on 
April 1. The visit of Japa-
nese FM comes at a time 
when ties between the two 
nations remain tense over 
issues including Beijing’s 
recent detention of a Japa-
nese businessman and a 
territorial row, Kyodo News 
reported.

Kyodo News reported cit-
ing the official sources said 
that Hayashi will meet with 
his Chinese counterpart Qin 
Gang for the first time since 

Wang Yi’s replacement by 
the former Chinese ambas-
sador to the United States in 
late December.

According to the sourc-

es, Hayashi will prob-
ably demand that China 
free the Japanese person 
who has been jailed since 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e 

month on accusations of 
engaging in espionage. 
Relations between the two 
Asian countries have be-
come tenser as a result of 
the imprisonment of an 
employee of the Japanese 
pharmaceutical company 
Astellas Pharma Ltd.

Chinese coast guard war-
ships have frequently vio-
lated Japanese territorial 
waters around the Senkaku 
Islands, which are governed 
by Japan and are located in 
the East China Sea but are 
claimed by China as Diaoyu.
The trip was arranged after 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping and Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida 
agreed to set up Hayashi’s 
trip to China during their 
initial face-to-face meeting 
in Bangkok in November, 
Kyodo News reported.

Donald Trump has been 
indicted by a Manhat-
tan grand jury over 

hush money payments made 
to a porn star during his 2016 
campaign, making him the 
first former US president to 
face a criminal charge and 
upending his bid to retake the 
White House in 2024.

 The office of Manhattan 
District Attorney Alvin Bragg, 
who has been pursuing the 
investigation, confirmed that 
it had contacted Trump’s law-
yers on Thursday evening to 
“coordinate his surrender” on 
unspecified charges.

 “This evening we contacted 
Mr. Trump’s attorney to co-
ordinate his surrender to the 
Manhattan D. A.’s office for 
arraignment on a Supreme 
Court indictment, which re-
mains under seal. Guidance 
will be provided when the ar-
raignment date is selected,” a 
spokesperson for District At-
torney Bragg said. The New 
York Times newspaper, quot-
ing five people with knowl-
edge of the matter, reported 
that the grand jury on Thurs-
day voted to indict 76-year-old 
Trump, a Republican, for his 
role in paying money to porn 

star Stormy Daniels in an at-
tempt to buy her silence over 
an alleged affair.The report 
termed it “a historic develop-
ment that will shake up the 
2024 presidential race and 
forever mark him as the na-
tion’s first former president to 
face criminal charges.”

Trump, the 45th US Presi-
dent from 2017 to 2021, is 
expected to fly from his home 
in Florida to New York on 
Monday and be arraigned 
in court on Tuesday, two 
sources familiar with the 
matter told CBS News.The 
proceeding is expected to be 

brief. The charges in the in-
dictment will be read to him 
at the hearing, which is set to 
last about 10-15 minutes. In a 
statement responding to news 
of his indictment, the former 
president called it “Political 
persecution and election in-
terference at the highest 
level in history,” and accused 
Democrats of “weaponizing 
our justice system to punish 
a political opponent, who just 
so happens to be a President of 
the United States.” He lashed 
out at the Manhattan district 
attorney, calling the prosecu-
tor a “disgrace”, and accused 

him of  “doing  Joe Biden’s 
dirty work”.

 Trump attorneys Susan 
Necheles and Joseph Tacopina 
issued a statement, saying that 
the former president “did not 
commit any crime” and vowed 
to “vigorously fight this politi-
cal prosecution in Court.”  The 
case stems from a payment 
made just days before Trump 
was elected president in 2016. 
His former attorney Michael 
Cohen arranged a wire trans-
fer of USD 130,000 to Daniels 
in exchange for her silence 
about an alleged affair.Daniels 
has said she had a sexual en-
counter with Trump at a Lake 
Tahoe hotel in 2006 - the year 
after he married his current 
wife Melania. Following the 
indictment, Daniels thanked 
her supporters. “I have so 
many messages coming in 
that I can’t respond...also don’t 
want to spill my champagne,” 
she tweeted. “Thank you to 
everyone for your support 
and love! I have so many mes-
sages coming in that I can’t re-
spond...also don’t want to spill 
my champagne. Teamstormy 
merch/autograph orders are 
pouring in, too! Thank you 
for that as well but allow a few 
extra days for shipment,” the 
44-year-old adult actress said. 
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US-CHINA WAR

REBUKE CAPTIVITY

‘Do not want Cold War’, says China 
premier Li Qiang on warning to US

Detention of Journalist Evan 
Gershkovich condemnable: 
EU Foreign Policy

Chinese Premier Li Qiang on 
Thursday said he opposed 
bloc confrontation and a new 
“Cold War” in an obscure 
warning to the United States, 
which has been involved in 
escalating competition with 
China, Kyodo News reported.  
In a keynote address at the 
Boao Forum for Asia, Li in-
sisted China “will always be 
a builder of world peace, a 
contributor to global develop-
ment and a defender of inter-
national order” despite grow-
ing concerns over China’s 
arms buildup and increased 
military pressure on Taiwan, 
which Beijing claims as its 
own. According to a report 
published in Kyodo News, 
Li’s remarks at the event on 
southern China’s Hainan Is-
land is billed as Asia’s alter-
native to the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland, 
came as the US hosted a vir-

tual summit on democracy 
amid an escalating rivalry 
between Washington and 
what it terms “autocracies” 
like China and Russia.

While Washington tries to 
tighten limitations on Bei-
jing’s access to advanced tech-
nologies like semiconductors, 
the premier also declared that 
China opposes “trade protec-
tionism and decoupling” and 
called for actions to safeguard 
the integrity of the global in-
dustrial supply chain.

Li sounded optimistic about 
the prognosis for the second-
largest economy in the world, 

citing strong momentum for 
its growth, despite recent US 
bank failures and global eco-
nomic worries brought on by 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
and increased financial risks.

Li said, “Judging from the 
situation in March, it is bet-
ter than in January and Feb-
ruary. In particular, major 
economic indicators such 
as consumption and invest-
ment continue to improve, 
while employment and 
prices are generally stable”, 
Kyodo News reported. 
China’s economy, which 
suffered last year as a result 

of the negative effects of its 
strict “Zero-Covid” policy, 
which involved lockdowns 
and quarantines, has been 
slowly recovering. The pre-
mier, who took office earlier 
this month, vowed that Bei-
jing will “always adhere to 
reform and opening up” in 
order to “inject new impetus 
and vitality” into the global 
economy and permit other 
nations to share the advan-
tages of China’s development. 
The first entirely in-person 
gathering since the COVID-19 
outbreak, the four-day annu-
al conference has attracted 
around 2,000 attendees from 
about 50 nations and regions 
as of Friday. The meeting, 
which was first convened in 
2002, is being attended by 
the prime ministers of Singa-
pore, Malaysia, and Spain as 
well as Kristalina Georgieva, 
managing director of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, 
Kyodo News reported.
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BRUSSELS 

Yoshimasa Hayashi

Chinese Premier Li Qiang

The European Union Foreign 
Policy chief Josep Borrell on 
Friday condemned the Rus-
sian detention of Wall Street 
Journal reporter Evan Gersh-
kovich. Taking to his official 
Twitter handle, he stressed 
that journalists must be al-
lowed to exercise their pro-
fession freely. Josep Borrell 
tweeted, “The EU condemns 
the detention of @evangersh-
kovich, a journalist and U.S. 
citizen, in Russia. Journalists 
must be allowed to exercise 
their profession freely and 
deserve protection. The Rus-
sian authorities demonstrate 
yet again their systematic dis-
regard for media freedom.”

Borrell’s remarks come 
after American reporter for 
Wall Street Journal (WSJ) 

Evan Gershkovich was ar-
rested in Russia on espionage 
charges, Russia’s top security 
agency said on Thursday, Al 
Jazeera reported. WSJ in a 
statement said, “The Wall 
Street Journal is deeply 
concerned for the safety of 
Gershkovich.”

US State Department Sec-
retary Antony Blinken on 
Thursday expressed con-
cern over the detention of an 
American journalist in Rus-
sia. He requested the Ameri-
cans living in Russia to leave 
the country “immediately.”

Taking to his official Twitter 
handle, Blinken said, “We are 
deeply concerned over Rus-
sia’s announcement it has de-
tained a U.S. citizen journal-
ist. The @StateDept’s highest 
priority is the safety and se-
curity of U.S. citizens abroad. 

If you are a U.S. citizen living 
or travelling in Russia - please 
leave immediately.”

Meanwhile, White House 
Press Secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre also expressed con-
cern over the arrest of Evan 
Gershkovich in Russia. She 
also stated that last night, 
White House and State De-
partment Officials spoke 
with Gershkovich’s employ-
er, the Wall Street Journal. 
“We are deeply concerned 
by the troubling reports 
that Evan Gershkovich, 
an American citizen, has 
been detained in Russia,” 
Karine Jean-Pierre said in a 
statement. She further said, 
“Last night, White House 
and State Department Offi-
cials spoke with Mr. Gersh-
kovich’s employer, the Wall 
Street Journal.

The Democrats have 
lied, cheated and stolen 
in their obsession with 
trying to ‘Get Trump,’ 
but now they’ve done 
the unthinkable — 
indicting a completely 
innocent person in an 
act of blatant Election 
Interference.

-Donald Trump 
Former US President 

TRUMP REACTION 

‘Political persecution, 
poll interference at the 
highest level in history’

Former US President Don-
ald Trump has termed the 
indictment against him a 
“political persecution and 
election interference at the 
highest level in history” 
and said the “witch-hunt 
will backfire massively” 
on current President Joe 
Biden.

A grand jury in Man-
hattan has voted to indict 
Trump for his role in pay-
ing hush money to a porn 
star. A New York Times 
report added that an in-
dictment is expected to be 
announced in the coming 
days. “By then, prosecutors 
working for the district at-
torney, Alvin L. Bragg,” 
will have asked Trump to 
surrender and to face ar-
raignment on charges that 
remain unknown for now.

“This is political persecu-
tion and election interfer-
ence at the highest level 
in history. From the time 
I came down the golden 
escalator at Trump Tower, 
and even before I was 
sworn in as your Presi-

dent of the United States, 
the radical left Democrats 
-- the enemy of the hard-
working men and women 
of this country -- have been 
engaged in a witch-hunt to 
destroy the ‘Make America 
Great Again’ movement.

“You remember it just 
like I do: Russia, Russia, 
Russia; the Mueller Hoax; 
Ukraine, Ukraine, Ukraine; 
Impeachment Hoax 1; Im-
peachment Hoax 2; the il-
legal and unconstitutional 
Mar-a-Lago raid; and now 
this,” Trump said in a state-
ment. The former president 
alleged that the Democrats 
“lied, cheated and stolen in 
their obsession with trying 
to ‘Get Trump’. But now 
they’ve done the unthink-
able -- indicting a com-
pletely innocent person in 
an act of blatant election 
interference”.

“Rather than stopping 
the unprecedented crime 
wave taking over New York 
City, he’s doing Joe Biden’s 
dirty work, ignoring the 
murders and burglaries 
and assaults he should be 
focused on. This is how 

Bragg spends his time!” 
he said. He said that he be-
lieves “this witch-hunt will 
backfire massively on Joe 
Biden”. 

“The American people 
realize exactly what the 
radical left Democrats are 
doing here. Everyone can 
see it. So our movement, 
and our party - united and 
strong - will first defeat Al-
vin Bragg, and then we will 
defeat Joe Biden, and we are 
going to throw every last 
one of these crooked demo-
crats out of office so we can 
MAKE AMERICA GREAT 
AGAIN!” Trump said.

“Never before in our na-
tion’s history has this been 
done. The Democrats have 
cheated countless times 
over the decades, includ-
ing spying on my cam-
paign, but weaponizing 
our justice system to pun-
ish a political opponent, 
who just so happens to be 
a President of the United 
States and by far the lead-
ing Republican candidate 
for president, has never 
happened before. Ever,” he 
said.

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON



The Pakistan Senate on Thurs-
day approved the Supreme 
Court (Practice and Procedure) 
Bill, 2023 that would curb the 
Chief Justice of Pakistan’s discre-
tionary powers to take suo moto 
notice.

The bill was moved in the Sen-
ate on Thursday a day after it was 
approved by the Pakistan Na-
tional Assembly. At least 60 law-
makers approved the bill while 19 
senators voted against it. Before 

the final vote on the bill, a motion 
was presented to send the bill to 
the Senate Standing Committee 
on Law and Justice for further 
debate.

 However, it was rejected. The 
motion for the urgent approval of 
the bill was then presented which 
was accepted by most of the law-
makers.

Pakistan’s Law Minister Azam 
Nazir Tarar said that the pro-
posed law is providing the right 
to appeal in suo moto cases 
and to appoint a different law-
yer in the appeals. Meanwhile, 

the leader of the Opposition 
Shahzad Waseem criticized the 
bill saying that the government 
is not able to ensure a smooth 
distribution of wheat and plan-
ning to make rules for the Su-
preme Court.

“Making rules for the Supreme 
Court is an indirect attack (on 
the judiciary. You are trying to 
create division in the Supreme 
Court,” Shahzad Waseem said. 
He further said that the bill did 
not talk about the right of appeal 
before and later in the standing 
committee the right to appeal 

was given in previous cases.
On March 29, Pakistan Na-

tional Assembly on Wednes-
day unanimously passed the 
Supreme Court (Practice and 
Procedure), Bill 2023, curtailing 
the powers of the Chief Justice of 
Pakistan to take suo moto notice 
in an individual capacity.

The bill, presented by Federal 
Minister for Law and Justice 
Azam Nazeer Tarar, was passed 
hours after the Standing Com-
mittee on Law and Justice ap-
proved the cabinet’s proposed 
amendments.

The law minister thanked the 
members of the NA Standing 
Committee on Law and Justice 
for their input on the bill. “This 
bill was an old demand of the bar 
councils which said that indis-
criminate use of 184(3) should be 
stopped,” he added.

Pakistan’s National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf 
presided over the session where 
the report of the standing com-
mittee on the Supreme Court 
Practice and Procedure Bill was 
presented in the House by PML-
N member of the National As-

sembly Bashir Mehmood Virk.
The bill suggested that a com-

mittee comprising three senior-
most judges of the Supreme 
Court would decide on the suo 
moto notice and there would be 
a right to file an appeal within 30 
days of the suo moto decision.

According to the bill, the ap-
peal has to be fixed for hearing 
within 14 days of filing and after 
taking a suo moto notice. The 
hearing will be conducted by a 
three-member bench and the 
decision of the majority in this 
regard will be acceptable.

The undersea cables that carry in-
ternet data signals between conti-
nents have become the next front in 
deteriorating US-China relations.

Washington is moving to ensure 
that new cables will bypass Hong 
Kong and be free of Chinese in-
vestments and contractors after 
the semiconductors tech war be-
tween the two countries. SubCom 
LLC, an American subsea cable 
company, won a contract to build 
the Southeast Asia-Middle East-
Western Europe 6, or SeaMeWe-6, 
internet cable.

Details of how a former undersea 
cable arm of Huawei Technologies, 
China’s top telecommunications in-
frastructure company, lost the bid-
ding were not known until SubCom 
recently began laying the Singapore-

to-France cable to the seafloor. 
Over the past four years, the US has 
intervened in at least six private un-
dersea cable deals in the Asia-Pacific 
region, either by calling on cable 
investors to avoid using Chinese 
contractors or asking US technology 

giants to re-route their new cables 
to Taiwan and Singapore, and away 
from Hong Kong. 

Huawei was forced to quit the 
project due to the US government’s 
intervention, according to a report 
by a UK-based publication.

The US Commerce Department 
then pressured the cable investors to 
choose SubCom. The US Trade and 
Development Agency (USTDA) also 
granted USD 3.8 million of training 
funding to five telecom companies 
in countries on the cable route.The 
SeaMeWe-6 is designed to link Sin-
gapore to Marseille, France, passing 
through Malaysia, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka, Maldives, India, Pakistan, 
Djibouti, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Greece and Italy along the way. It 
is scheduled to be completed in the 
first quarter of 2025. 

Huawei Marine was originally 51 
per cent owned by Huawei and 49 

per cent owned by Global Marine 
Group, a United Kingdom-based 
submarine cable service provider.

After Huawei was sanctioned by 
the US in May 2019, it sold its en-
tire stake in Huawei Marine to the 
Shanghai-listed Hengtong Group, a 
Chinese fiber optic cable manufac-
turer, which later bought another 30 
per cent stake from Global Marine.

In April 2020, then-US president 
Donald Trump signed an executive 
order to set up an interagency com-
mittee, later called Team Telecom, 
to safeguard US telecommunica-
tion networks from cyberattacks 
and spies. Since then, four cables 
between the US and Hong Kong 
were asked to redirect their termi-
nals from the special administrative 
region to other places including Tai-
wan and Singapore. These projects 
involve US internet firms such as 
Google and Meta.
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COMMUNIST INTERFERENCE

China again accused of meddling in 
elections in Canada 

The UK has agreed to join an Asia-Pacific 
trade pact that includes Japan, Mexico and 
Australia — the biggest new trade deal Britain 
has struck since leaving the European Union 
three years ago.

The British government said Friday that it 
had clinched an agreement after almost two 
years of negotiations to join the Comprehen-
sive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership, or CPTPP.

The government said membership would 
reduce tariffs on British dairy products and 
other goods and remove red tape for services, 
boosting the UK economy by 1.8 billion pounds 
“in the long run”.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said the deal 
“demonstrates the real economic benefits of 
our post-Brexit freedoms”.

“Joining the CPTPP trade bloc puts the U.K. 
at the centre of a dynamic and growing group 
of Pacific economies, as the first new nation 
and first European country to join,” Sunak 
said.

The deal comes as the UK pursues an “Indo-
Pacific tilt” in its economic and foreign policy 

in response to the region’s economic growth, 
and China’s rising influence on the world stage.

Critics said the deal with nations thousands 
of miles away is insignificant compared to Brit-
ain’s trade with its neighbours in the 27-na-
tion EU. Brexit has imposed barriers to trade 
between Britain and the bloc, which remains 
by far the U.K.’s biggest economic partner. The 
government’s Office for Budget responsibil-
ity said in November that Brexit had had “a 
significant adverse impact on UK trade.”

David Henig, a trade expert at the European 
Center for International Political Economy, 
said CPTPP membership would not have a 
huge economic impact but “on balance” it was 
good for Britain.

“Doesn’t do a lot for us (services provisions 
for example are weak), but trade policy is all 
about marginal gains these days, and it should 
be that,” he wrote on Twitter.

Members of the CPTPP are Australia, Bru-
nei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam. 

The United States, the world’s biggest econo-
my, is not part of the CPTTP; former President 
Donald Trump withdrew the country from 
its predecessor, the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
His successor, Joe Biden, has not rejoined.

INDO-PACIFIC TILT

UK agrees to join 
Pacific trade pact in 
post-Brexit deal

‘HOSTILE TARGETS’

ATTACK ON JUDICIARY

‘FORCED’ TO CONVERT

ISRAELI STRIKES HIT SUbURbS OF 
SYRIAN CAPITAL FOR SECOND DAY

Pakistan Senate passes bill to curtail Chief Justice’s suo moto powers

MEMbERS OF PAKISTAN’S HINDU 
COMMUNITY PROTEST AGAINST 
FORCED CONVERSIONS

Israel staged airstrikes 
on suburbs of the Syrian 
capital of Damascus early 

Friday for the second day in 
a row, the state news agency 
reported. It gave no word on 
any casualties. 

Loud explosions were 
heard over the Syrian capital 
shortly after midnight Thurs-
day, according to residents in 
the capital and the state news 
agency SANA. The airstrikes 
came after similar attacks 
early Thursday.

The agency said Syrian air defenses were “confront- ing hostile targets”. SANA 

said some of Israeli missiles 
were shot down by the air 
defenses.

The Britain-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights, an opposition war 
monitor, said the strikes 
targeted an arms depots for 
government forces and Iran-
backed groups just south of 
Damascus. 

Israel has carried out hun-
dreds of strikes on targets in-
side government-controlled 
parts of Syria in recent years, 
including attacks on the Da-
mascus and Aleppo airports, 
but it rarely acknowledges 
specific operations.

Israel says it targets bases of 
Iran-allied militant groups, 
such as Lebanon’s Hezbollah, 
which has sent thousands of 
fighters to support Syrian 
President Bashar Assad’s 
forces.

An Israeli airstrike last 
week targeting the airport at 
the northern city of Aleppo 
put it out of commission for 
two days.

Along with airports, Israel 
has also struck at seaports in 
government-held areas in an 
apparent attempt to prevent 
Iranian arms shipments to 
militant groups backed by 
Tehran, including Hezbollah.

Several members of the 
minority Hindu commu-
nity held a protest march in 
Pakistan’s Karachi city on 
Thursday to draw attention 
to the menace of forced con-
versions and marriages of 
Hindu girls and women in 
the country.

The protest outside the 
Karachi Press Club and at 
the entrance of the Sindh 
Assembly building was or-
ganised by Pakistan Dar-
awar Ittehad (PDI), a Hindu 
organisation.

“We wanted to highlight 
this big problem facing the 
Sindhi Hindus, especially 
in the rural areas where our 
young girls, some as young 
as 12 and 13 are abducted 
in broad daylight, forced to 
convert to Islam and then 
married off to older Muslim 
men,” a member of the PDI 
said.

He said the protest on 
Thursday had left some im-
pact as many people were 
not even aware of this crime 
but admitted they were ex-
pecting a bigger turnout.

The protest went off peace-
fully with a large number of 
policemen standing at a dis-
tance from the protesters.

The protesters carried 
placards and banners which 
urged the government to 
pass a stalled bill against the 
forced conversion of Hindu 
girls and women.

In recent months there has 
been a surge in such cases 
in interior Sindh with the 
lower courts flooded with 

applications from affected 
parents seeking justice and 
the return of their daughters, 
sisters and wives.

Unfortunately, no repre-
sentative from the provin-
cial government came out 
to listen to the pleas of the 
protesters who dispersed 
peacefully.

In 2019, the issue of abduct-
ing and forcible conversion 
of Hindu girls in various 
districts of Sindh province 
was taken up in the Sindh 
Assembly.

A resolution was debated 
and unanimously passed 
after it was modified over 
objections of certain law-
makers that it should not 
be restricted to only Hindu 
girls.

But the bill, which crimi-
nalised forcible religious 
conversions was later reject-
ed in the assembly. A similar 
bill was again proposed, but 
it got rejected in 2021.

In January this year, as 
many as 12 United Nations 
rights experts expressed 
alarm over the rising inci-

dents of kidnapping, forced 
conversions and marriages 
of girls as young as 13 in 
Pakistan.

Forced conversion and 
forced marriages are pro-
hibited in Islam.

According to the Human 
Rights Commission of Paki-
stan’s report, around 1,000 
girls are forcibly converted to 
Islam every year.

Hindus form the biggest 
minority community in 
Pakistan.

According to official esti-
mates, 75 lakh Hindus live 
in the Muslim-majority 
country.

Muslims account for about 
96 per cent of Pakistan’s 207 
million population, Hindus 
2.1 per cent and Christians 
about 1.6 per cent accord-
ing to the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan es-
timates.

The majority of Pakistan’s 
Hindu population is settled 
in Sindh province where 
they share culture, tradi-
tions and language with 
their Muslim residents.

Allegations are piling up against 
China for interloping in Canada’s 
most recent federal elections to sup-
port Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
and the Liberal Party. A Conservative 
candidate, who ran close to Vancou-
ver, said his defeat in 2021 was caused 
by a systematic misinformation cam-
paign.

In 2019, a member of Conservative 
Party of Canada, Kenny Chiu, got 
elected as a member of Parliament 
for Steveston Richmond-East. Well 
over 50 per cent of the people in his 
Vancouver suburb are of Chinese de-
scent. Nevertheless, he was defeated 
by a Liberal Party candidate, who is 
now the constituency’s MP, in the 
subsequent election held 22 months 
later. The Liberal Party gained almost 
1,800 votes in the district in the 2021 
election over the previous year.

Chiu, who was born in Hong Kong 

and moved to Canada, said he later 
learned using Disinfo Watch, McGill 
University in Quebec, and the At-
lantic Council that he had been the 
target of a disinformation campaign 
intended to sway Chinese voters. He 
claimed that false allegations about 
the Conservative Party and Chiu 
himself planning to ban the Chinese 
instant messaging app WeChat in 
Canada.

Chiu added, “And all these labels are 
levelled on me personally. There have 
also been articles written saying that 
the Conservatives leader back then, 
is going to ban WeChat.”

Not everyone sees it as a conspiracy. 
Veteran Liberal Party worker Mark 
Marissen said the 2021 Conserva-
tive campaign and then leader Erin 
O’Toole did, in fact, take a stronger 
stance against China. Marissen has 
handled numerous campaigns at the 
federal, provincial, and local levels.

Mariseen told VOA, “There was 
a real opposition amongst many 

people within the community to the 
way that O’Toole was campaigning 
about China.”

In the future, organisations like 
CSIS, the Canadian Security Intelli-
gence Service, should be more vigi-
lant in their examination of potential 
foreign interference in elections, said 
Kareem Allam, who has managed 
multiple campaigns for Conservative 
candidates. Earlier also, the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) 
had revealed the ways in which the 
Chinese government has attempted 
to tamper with Canadian elections.

This gives support to a number of al-
legations regarding the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s (CCP) behaviour that 
has been circulating for years.

This includes the Conservative 
Party of Canada’s claim that the in-
terference cost it seats in the 2021 fed-
eral election, along with allegations 
about the operation of illegal “police 
stations” used by China to gather in-
formation on the Chinese diaspora in 

Canada, Asian Times reported.
Prime Minister Trudeau had an-

nounced that his government will 
appoint a “special rapporteur”, who 
will work with two national security 
committees to probe the details of the 
controversy, Asian Times reported.

The allegations not only raise ques-
tions about the integrity of Canadian 
democracy itself but also the complic-
ity of the government in not properly 
addressing it and the appearance 
that the Liberals deliberately under-
played, denied or buried allegations 
of interference because they benefited 
from it, Asian Times reported.

The recent leaks not only prove this 
is happening in Canada but, more se-
riously, demonstrate that Canadian 
security organisations are struggling 
to find ways to manage it as Chinese 
interference strategies continue to de-
velop. The leaks damaged the organi-
zation’s international credibility and 
will likely make it more difficult for 
CSIS to acquire sensitive information.

Hole in the ground caused by US Airstrike which caused multiple 
casualties.

Hindu protesters outside Sindh Assembly building. (File)

Undersea cables being laid by the US 
company.

Pakistan’s Law Minister Azam 
Nazir Tarar

U.S. INTERVENTION

UNDERSEA INTERNET CAbLES: NExT 
FRONT IN U.S-CHINA TECH wAR
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Artists 
perform 

during  
G20-themed 

light and 
sound show 

organised 
for the G20 
Agriculture 

Working 
Group Meeting 

Delegates, at 
Sukhna Lake, 
in Chandigarh 

on Thursday. 
ANI 

picture perfect

You have to 
dust yourself 
off after each 
painful loss
And prepare 
for the next 
win,day after 
day. 

— Sania Mirza

Brain-picking 

Indian Tenis Player

Welcome to India : Priyanka Chopra & Nick 
Jonas Arrives with Daughter Malti 

DeSi girL

With her spouse Nick Jonas 
and daughter Malti Marie, 
actress Priyanka Chopra has 
returned to India.

Priyanka and Nick with 
their one-year-old daughter 
Malti Marie were seen at the 
Mumbai airport on Friday.
To the delight of the photog-
raphers waiting outside the 
airport, Nick and Priyanka 
smiled. Priyanka can be seen 
wearing vibrant pink co-ord 

set with thigh-high slit skirt. 
Nick donned sporting a styl-
ish hoodie and hat. 

If reports are to be be-

lieved, Priyanka and Nick 
are in Mumbai to attend Nita 
Mukesh Ambani Cultural 
Centre’s launch. Priyanka 

is also expected to kick-start 
‘Citadel’ promotions in Mum-
bai next week. Created by 
the Russo Brothers, Citadel 
will premiere exclusively on 
Prime Video on Friday, April 
28, with two adrenaline-fu-
eled episodes, followed by a 
new episode released weekly 
every Friday through May 26.

The action-packed show 
revolves around two elite 
agents Mason Kane (Rich-
ard Madden) and Nadia Sinh 
(Priyanka) of the global spy 
agency Citadel.
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MakerS of ‘the eLephant 
WhiSpererS’ MeetS MurMu 

'i’ve MaDe it', raShMika ManDanna Super-exciteD 
on her ipL opening cereMony perforMance 

get-together

ipL 

President Droupadi Murmu 
met the makers of the Os-
car-winning documentary 
‘The Elephant Whisper-
ers’, Kartiki Gonsalves and 
Guneet Monga on Friday. 
The official Twitter handle of 
the President of India shared 
the pictures of the meet and 

the caption read, “President 
Droupadi Murmu met the 
makers of Oscar-winning 
documentary ‘The Elephant 
Whisperers’, Kartiki Gon-
salves and Guneet Monga. 
She congratulated them 
on winning the award and 
praised them for showcasing 
India’s tradition of conserva-
tion and living in harmony 
with nature.”

The stage is set for the grand opening 
of the Indian Premier League (IPL). 
The new sensation of the tinsel town 
Rashmika Mandanna will be perform-
ing for the inaugural ceremony of the 
IPL at the Narendra Modi Stadium in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat on March 31.
Rashmika will be joining Tamannaah 
Bhatia and Arijit Singh for the event. 
Sharing the news with fans, Rashmika 
posted on Instagram, “Get ready for a 
dazzling and unforgettable evening...@
rashmika_mandanna will be perform-
ing LIVE during the #TATAIPL Open-
ing Ceremony at the biggest cricket 
stadium in the world - Narendra Modi 

Stadium!”
“National crush on national televi-

sion!” wrote a fan on Rashmika’s post.
The official Twitter handle of the Indi-

an Premier League posted a video of the 
rehearsal. In that video, Rashmika said, 
“I always wanted to witness a match. 
But I never got the opportunity. And 
today I am performing for the opening 
ceremony... it’s like I made it!”

Who are Rashmika’s favourite crick-
eters? “Dhoni Sir and Virat Sir”, replied 
the actor. Rashmika will next be seen 
opposite Ranbir Kapoor in Sandeep 
Reddy Bhanga’s ‘Animal.’

IPL 2023 is set to begin on March 31 
with a clash between heavyweights 
Chennai Super Kings and defending 
champions Gujarat Titans. 

fans took on twitter and 
expressed support for teams
India’s most awaited cricket league, the indian premier 
league is set to start on friday. In the first match, Gujarat 
Titans will play against Chennai super kings, both Dhoni and 
Hardik fans are very excited. Fans took on twitter to cheer 
up their favorite teams, a fan tweeted- “It’s finally that time 
of the year, Let the excitement, entertainment and the nail 
biting moments begin!!! Wishing all the teams, best of luck 
as the IPL kicks off today”, Another twitter user wrote- “IPL 
2023 is here, this is the time for celebration.”

AArTI BABUL BHASIN

 tarot SpeakS

aries 
(21 MARCH - 
19APRIL)
Focus will be 

family & harmony in rela-
tions. Freedom to express 
can trigger the rebel in you. 
To control your anger, fol-
low a discipline of exercise, 
brisk walks & breath-work. 
Mantra: ”Organisation & 
structure leads to victory” 

taurus 
(20 APRIL-20 
MAY) 

Focus will be to learn new 
ways for financial growth. 
Communication via social 
media & networking will 
magically help. Do not shy 
from reaching out to ac-
quaintances for collabora-
tions. Mantra: “Communi-
cation & learning creates 
magic” 

Gemini 
(21 MAY- 20 JUNE) 
Focus will be on 

work, fitness & duty areas 
of your life. Hard work & 
sincerity will bring unex-
pected results. Take risk to 
change your recurring pat-
terns. Mantra for the week 
“Faith & focus makes 
dreams come true ” 

CanCer
(21 JUNE- 22 
JULY) 

Focus will be on lover/
spouse relationship. Dif-
ferences over fantasy/
dreams vs practicality can 
be overwhelming. A well 
thought of & balanced ap-
proach towards monetary 
gains will create opportu-
nities & emotional satisfac-
tion. Mantra: “Long term 
planning brings harmony 
in relations” 

Leo 
(23 JULY- 22 AU-
GUST)

Focus will be on how the 
world perceives you & 
your situation. You will be 
concerned about your lead-
ership/authority/seniority 
in the matter. Avoid being 
impulsive & emotional. 
Meditate over your advise. 
Mantra: “Spiritual ap-
proach aids the change” 

VirGo 
(23 AUGUST – 22 
SEPTEMBER)
Focus will be on 

authority in work partner-
ships. Defend your beliefs & 
decisions. It will build your 
confidence & new opportu-
nities. Mantra: “Self belief 
& well-thought decisions 
are empowering” 

LiBra
(23 SEPTEMBER – 
22 OCTOBER)  

Focus will be on self dis-
cipline in work related 
partnerships. Stimulat-
ing conversations will aid 
future financial stability. 
Strengthen will power 
with a pro active attitude 
towards career growth. 
Mantra: “Determination 
& discipline transform 
fear into faith”. 

sCorpio 
(23 OCTOBER 
– 21 NOVEM-
BER)

Focus will be on fun & 
achievements. Success 
in endeavours will boost 
confidence. Beware…
pride infects thoughts 
& dis empowers trust. 
Mantra:“Organisation & 
humility are virtues of a 
good leader” 

saGGitar-
ius 
(22 NOVEMBER 
– 21 DEC) 

Focus will be on the 
world’s perception of 
you. The change will re-
quire you to become com-
passionate & forgiving. 
Trust the transformation 
will have positive long 
term results. Mantra: 
“Transformation is re-
warding” 

CapriCorn 
(21 DECEMBER 
- 20 JANUARY)
Focus will be 

on your higher potential 
& purpose. Self belief in 
matters of ambition & 
abundance can be over-
whelming. Changing the 
approach will need in-
ner strength & resolve. 
Mantra: “Forgiveness & 
compassion transforms 
emotions” 

aQuarius 
(21 JANUARY 
– 18 FEB) 
Focus will 

be on long term spiritual 
learnings & travel. Past 
deceptions and delays 
have triggered health 
concerns & stress. Sta-
bility & good health re-
quire lively & stimulating 
conversations with like 
minded people. Mantra: 
‘Spirituality is blissful” 

pisCes 
(19 FEBRUARY 
– 20 MARCH)
Focus will be 

family & parents. Avoid 
boasting about your ma-
terial gains & changes. 
Budget and balance your 
spendings. Teamwork 
will be beneficial. Man-
tra: “Silence helps mas-
ter discipline & self con-
trol”

LaSt But 
not LeaSt

“To care for 
those who once 
cared for you is 

one of the highest 
honors”

TIS wALker

A man of Chinese origin, brought up his seven 
children with a lot of difficulty but made sure 
that each one of them had the best possible life. 

He worked very hard to give them the best education 
and most of them graduated and became very success-
ful people.

But at the end of his days, they had all settled abroad 
and none of them had the time to come and see him. 
When he was hospitalized, they fought over how his 
medical expenses were going to be shared. At the end, 
he died like an orphan in a government hospital.

Well here comes the interesting part. A year later, all 
of his children gathered to open his will. They were 
left with the ancestral house which was worth a lot 
of money. On his death anni-
versary, they gave a feast 
in his honor and treated 
children to food at an 
orphanage.

1. Who is the youngest uncapped Indian 
bowler to take a five-wicket haul in the  
Indian Premer League?
n Ishant Sharma n Umran Malik  
n Ravichandran Ashwin n Mohammed Shami

2. Who is the highest paid player in the IPL 
tournament?
n Suryakumar Yadav n Liam Livingstone
n Sam Curran n Ben Stokes

3. Which team holds the record for the most 
consecutive wins in the IPL tournament?
n Chennai Super Kings n Mumbai Indians
n Kolkata Knight Riders n Sunrisers Hyderabad

4. Which bowler has the highest number of 
dot balls in the history of IPL?
n Bhuvneshwar Kumar n Sunil Narine
n Jasprit Bumrah n Rashid Khan

5. Who has taken the most number of catches 
in IPL history?
n Hardik Pandya n Kieron Pollard
n Suresh Raina n Ravindra Jadeja

6. Which Indian player became the first ever 
to cross the 700 boundaries during the 2022 
IPL season?
n Rohit Sharma n Virat Kohli
n MS Dhoni  n Shikhar Dhawan

Answer : (1) Umran Malik  (2) Sam Curran (3) Kolkata Knight 
Riders (5) Suresh Raina — 109 catches (6) Shikhar Dhawan —
The Punjab Kings batsman broke the record in the 2022 season

- By Bhavani Sundaram 

  # ipL 2023

Cartoon idea- Doctor’s 
prescription with 
the words- Laughter 

Twice a day. (If possible, the 
patient, the doctor or both 
can be shown)

When the creator set about 
designing an upgraded ver-
sion of living beings, the hu-
mans, it incorporated many 
new features, including the 
ability to smile and laugh 
(Though God is probably re-
penting the genesis of homo 
sapiens considering the hav-
oc being wreaked on planet 
earth by them). The boon of 
smile was given as a com-
pensation for the absence 
of the tail- we can’t express 
happiness in the manner of 
a canine.  

Smiles open lot of doors- 
whether at home, at leisure 
or at work. Monalisa’s smile 
continues to be monetized 
while Madhuri Dixit’s smile 
retains its magnetism.  We 
Indians generally tend to 
smile a lot except to total 
strangers- otherwise also 
city dwellers in India come 
across so many people dur-
ing their daily commute that 
smiling to everyone could 
cause cramps in the muscles 

of facial expression.  
But there are persons 

whose smile is as rare as the 
sighting of a comet.  While 
this is understandable for 
those who are depressed 
or have type A personality, 
there are others who behave 
as if there was a tax on smil-
ing. Mostly these gloom 
superspreaders are in the 
positions of authority and 
are justifiably nicknamed as 
sadu or sadial. However, re-
cently, an officer in the state 
electricity board, gave me a 
unique perspective. I was 
trying to convince him to get 
rid of his crevasse like frown 
lines.

‘Thanks for your advice 
doctor. I want to maintain the 
status quo. The combination 
of a permanent frown and an 
unsmiling face makes me ef-
fective for taming the large 
number of employees work-
ing under me!’ he explained.

The sarcastic smile is in a 
class of its own. Such a smile 
by my boss while on the ward 
rounds during my surgical 
training induced palpita-
tions as it was often followed 
by carefully designed caustic 
comments which often left 

me depressed for days. How-
ever, the commonest type of 
smile nowadays is the fake 
smile. In a social gathering 
we often grin when we meet 
a person for whom we have 
homicidal thoughts.  

Laughter happens when 
our joy crosses a threshold, 
usually due to a joke or a 
witty comment and we often 
end up showing that a visit to 
the dentist is due. The most 
peculiar laughter I remember 
is of an aunt who took short 
pauses between bursts of 
laughter- the effect was like 
the sound of the engine of a 
four-stroke motorcycle.  

The ability to appreciate 
and generate humour is be-
cause of our super-talented 
brain. Cats don’t make April 
fool out of each-other and 
grey rats don’t pass sarcas-
tic comments on albino rats. 

Regular dose of humour is 
a natural tonic. Nerds have 
shown that it reduces levels 
of stress hormones and en-
hances immunity. Also, it 
is easily available, plentiful 
and mostly costs less than a 
burger. Humour and comedy 
are everywhere- in social me-
dia, books, articles, television 
& OTT shows, movies and as 
stand-up comedy. Take your 
pick. And do catch up with 
me every Saturday for getting 
your funny bone tickled.

Laughter is the best medi-
cine- Yet no doctor writes 
‘laughter once a day’ in pre-
scriptions!
Jas Kohli is a cosmetic surgeon 
by profession and humour writer 
by passion. His published work 
includes three bestselling humour 
novels- ‘Anything to Look Hot’, 
‘Lights! Scalpel! Romance!’ and 
‘Lights! Wedding! Ludhiana!’.

Laughter iS the BeSt MeDicine

JAS koHLI

froWning prohiBiteD

South Indian Actress rashmika Mandanna
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THE CHANGING FACES OF INDIAN MOMS

When we use the 
term “mom” in the 
Indian context, 

especially in olden times, the 
picture that comes into our 
minds is that of a quiet, docile, 
simple woman who is happy 
to live within the four walls of 
her home, taking care of her 
children, husband, elders, 
and family. She is not aware 
of the world beyond her home, 
and many a time she hardly 
ventured out as all that she 
needed was provided for her. 
Her whole world surrounded 
her family, home, and hearth. 
She had nothing to do with the 
outside world. She was always 
available 24x7 for her fam-
ily... waiting patiently for her 
husband to come home, her 
children from school, feeding 
them, and many a time eating 
the bare titbits remaining after 
the family had eaten.

She was always the first to 
get up before dawn, making 
sure breakfast was ready for 
the family, packing lunch for 
her husband and kids, and 
what little free time she got 
was used up in cleaning up the 
house, washing clothes, and 
cleaning the vessels, and if she 
was lucky, she would manage 
maybe half an hour of sleep.

This trend continued and 
still exists in rural villages, 
but as modernization came 
in, women started going to 
schools and colleges, and as 
westernisation spread into 
towns and cities, the picture 
started changing gradually, 
and we began to see educated 
women in many professions 
walking and standing side by 
side with their male counter-
parts.

As the years passed, the old 
image of the stay-at-home 
simple mom faded away, and 
in a click of a button, there 
emerged the modern mom, 
more aware, more advanced, 
and intelligent; once she 
started earning and became 
financially independent, she 
became more confident, bold-
er, and outgoing. It was not 
just the women who changed; 
even the men wanted an edu-
cated wife, a modern wife who 
was earning and contributing 
to the household.

Where initially the child 
was always pampered, held 
closely, and never left alone, 
now the picture changed 
dramatically. In came nan-

nies, maids, and household 
help who looked after the 
kids when both the mother 
and father worked. In fact, 
the kids would be spending 
more time with the nannies 
and maids than their mothers, 
who, being working mothers, 
hardly had time to look after 
the kids. Cooking was out, 
and in came fast food, ready 
to make packets, or a cook was 
hired to cook for the family. 
Entering the kitchen was out 
and being served hot meals 
by the maids or taking out 
became a fashion... Out went 
healthy, homemade food, and 
in came fast food trash.

Modern mothers today lead 
a life of their own, not saying 
that they stopped loving their 
kids, but the attention paid to 
the kids lessened to such an ex-
tent that today’s kids become 
self-reliant at a very young age 
and accept the fact that their 
parents are too busy and many 
a time hold a lifelong grudge 
against them. In our fast-mov-
ing world where everything is 
automated, keeping track of 
kids is so easy: click of a but-
ton, send a message, and get a 
reply... Meal times are no lon-
ger family times as each is busy 
with their phones and there 
is hardly any conversation... 
The only sound heard is the 
clicking of phones, forks, and 
spoons clashing. Modern tech-
nology fast forward revolution 
has created a gulf between the 
mother-child bonds.

Taking time out for children 
is a task for most modern 
working women, especially 
single working women who 
have to depend on their par-
ents, maids, and babysitters 
to take care of their kids while 
they are out. The concept of 
one family under one roof is 
slowly being replaced by one 
roof but different rooms in 
the house, with each person 
preferring to eat alone while 
watching their favourite 
shows or checking their mes-
sages. Kids today don’t want to 
be a part of family functions, 
and family holidays are a thing 
of the past.

The days when the entire 
family would look forward 
to an outing, movie, or picnic 
have been replaced with the 
concept of “each to oneself.” 
Today’s mothers do love and 
care for their kids, but the way 
to express and show their love 

and care has changed over the 
years, and the toll and pres-
sure of working and earning 
more money to make ends 
meet is a challenge that is tak-
ing them away from the small 
pleasure of a family, spending 
time with kids, listening to 
them, and giving them qual-
ity time.

I miss seeing children hold-
ing their parents hands, hug-
ging them, listening to them, 
finding time for them, how-
ever busy one may be...And 
as this trend deepens, the 
gulf between the mother-child 
bond is slowly slipping away, 
unaware of the irreplaceable 
consequences it is leaving 
behind. Where once a house 
used to be full of laughter, 
music, and the shouting of 
kids and family, today there 
is a silence that is frightening 
and feels like a ghost house.

I recall the famous ghazal: 
“apne hi ghar main kisi aur 
ke ghar main hai.”

Bhavani Sundaram is based in 
Delhi and is a freelance writer.

BHAVANI SUNDARAM

 

SITUATION: NEW  
MOTHERHOOD
My 18-year-old mother: It 
looks so tiny! What is a baby? 
Mother! Dr Spock! Baby never 
sleeps, mother never sleeps, 
and mother-in-law or mother 
never sleeps. Dad is snoring 
in a different room and sees 
me once a day for ten minutes. 
The 800 visitors a day blame 
my milk less mother because 
she probably had a cigarette 
that one time when she was 
fifteen and refuses to eat the 
god-awful ladoos people try 
to feed her. There are days 
when she wants to throw the 
baby out with the bathwater. 
She clutches the formula and 
thanks God for it. No one tells 
her it’s ok to feel this way, 
alone at 3 a.m., the only person 
in the world, and so she feels 
like the worst person on earth. 
She wonders if the baby will 
ever sleep through the night; 
will she ever sleep through the 
night again.

 I’m a new mother at 32. My 
mother, who knew nothing, 

has been replaced by Gina 
Ford, who has put in a sched-
ule for breastfeeding, pump-
ing, and breathing. This is 
absolutely no different from 
that one billion-dollar project I 
managed last year. I know how 
to swaddle, but the baby pees 
on my face. I am not getting 
paid for this. Formula is the 
devil. Husband burps and 
changes the diaper. No one 
sleeps, but at least no one is 
screaming; life is not that 
unfair, and all my Instagram 
posts tell me everyone is going 
through the same rollercoaster 
ride of intense joy interspersed 
by intense anxiety as we stare 
into the darkness at 3 a.m. We 
wonder if the baby will ever 
sleep through the night or if 
we will ever sleep through the 
night again. 
SCHOOL MEDICAL 
CENTRE: YOUR CHILD 
IS SICK
My mother: Does she have 
a fever? If she does, give her 
paracetamol. Oh, it’s not going 
down? Wait a little already; I 
mean, it’s only 102. Children 

fall sick; that’s what they do! 
Oh, all right, I will come and 
pick her up.
My father: Where does she go 
to school?
Me: She’s got a paper cut. I’m 
on my way to pick her up.
 PTA of a child barely meet-
ing expectations at math but 
excelling at everything else
 My mother: Why is her rank 
432? (He slaps my shoulder.) 
What is wrong with you? 
Why are you not studying? 
How will you get into IIT? To 
the teacher: What tuition does 
she need to go to? Ranking is 
everything.

Me and my husband Is there 
a better way to teach her? 
That’s ok; she doesn’t really 
want to be an engineer, but 
math is important. No, she’s 
going to do what she wants to. 
Thank God there is no rank-
ing. (She reads ten articles on 
why her child isn’t perfect at 
math and how she has contrib-
uted to it.)
 PTA OF A CHILD  
MEETING ALL  
EXPECTATIONS
 My mother: “Good.” Thank 
you….leaves smiling but says 
nothing.
My father: There was a PTA? 
Good marks! She gets it from 
my side of the family.

Me and my husband: Oh my 

god, you little genius! We can’t 
wait to see you build a unicorn, 
become the next Taylor Swift, 
and save lives as a cardiotho-
racic surgeon. 
 Summer holidays 
My mother said, Ok, here’s 
your breakfast. Take the bike, 
go to your friend’s house, try 
to have lunch somewhere, and 
don’t come till six.
My father, does she have sum-
mer holidays?
Me: Here’s your summer sched-
ule. Breakfast is from 8 to 9 
a.m., 10 to 11 is free play, and 
playdates are arranged for ev-
ery day of the week. Here’s the 
reading list—no, not Wimpy 
Kid. Nobokov! Tagore! Shake-
speare!
Mom has to travel for work.
My mother: “What work?” 
Who will take care of you if I 
work?
My father: “What work?” Who 
will take care of me if you work?

 Me (putting a list of 850 num-
bers on the fridge as I deal with 
mom guilt): Didi, pick her up 
from school at 3 p.m. the fridge 
as I deal with mom guilt): Didi, 
pick her up from school at 3. 
Daddy will come home early 
for dinner and sit with her for 
homework every night. Make 
sure the piano is done at 5. I will 
video call to double check, but 
record it and WhatsApp it to 

me. I have sent the printouts to 
the EA, who will drop them off. 
Mom will come by at 4 to take 
her to the park if needed. Aunt’s 
number is on the fridge to check 
what uniform day it is if both of 
us are in meetings.
Daughter/ Son: Uncle in that 
house keeps looking at me 
strange. He reaches out to pat 
my hair once in a while. The 
other day he asked me to sit on 
his lap. I don’t like it.

My mother: Arey, it’s ok. 
That’s what uncles do.
Me: I hear you. I see you. I 
will protect you. (Never send 
a child to that house again.)

 Daughter wearing a mini-
skirt and a crop top
My mother: what will the 
neighbours think?

Me (most days) I don’t care 
what people think. Do what 
you want. It’s your life.

Me (also) Stand there, yes, 
there, my darling. Tilt your 
head. What song would you like 
on this reel? Yes, keep the piano 
book, not the Shakespeare or 
the Nabokov, right there on the 
side for the world to see.

 What do we want for our 
children?

My mother is a good per-
son, well behaved, has decent 
handwriting, cares what so-
ciety thinks of them, respects 
their elders, gets into IIT, mar-

ries well—someone not too 
dark, ideally in the US, but still 
within our community with 
Indian values, has children, 
and has good hair. Coconut 
oil for that hair!
Me: a good person, an emo-
tionally balanced, compas-
sionate, perfectly fed, resilient, 
screen-free, socially conscious, 
body positive, optimistic but 
not overtly so, stimulated but 
not too much, academically 
accomplished but still good 
at football, swimming, piano, 
with individually hand-picked 
friends who meet the perfect 
gender ratio, never accesses 
ChatGPT, has good hand-
writing, thankfully in cursive, 
not like that other child who 
writes like a toddler, or that 
other child who drinks gato-
rade, or that other child... and 
of course, great hair. Coconut 
oil (with a touch of rosemary 
and ground-up weeds picked 
by a fairy at 4 a.m.) It would be 
nice if they got into MIT.
 What do we want for our-
selves?
My mother: “I have no self.” 
What is “self”?
Me: I have a self, but is it right 
that I have a self at all?
Reshma K. Barshikar is the 
award-winning best-selling au-
thor of The Hidden Children 
series.  

‘Maa to Mumma’, modern motherhood 
is so different from before!

The topic of working mothers has been debated for decades. Some people believe that women who work 
outside the home are better mothers because they are role models for their children. There are those 

who believe that working mothers are bad mothers because they spend too much time away from their 
children.  The debate on various facets of  Indian moms continues.

UPS AND DOWNS OF MOTHERHOOD

RESHMA K. BARSHIKAR

Through a series of imagined Instagram reels
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IN-HOUSE SERIES
We want Women: How Women taking part in Male-Dominated Occupations

 This week on We Women 
Want we have GEETA RANI 
VERMA - ADDL CP (TRAF-
FIC) DELHI POLICE and 
SUMAN NALWA - DCP & 
PRO DELHI POLICE. 

The two talk about mak-
ing the capital safe and also 
about being women in a pre-
dominantly male dominated 
sphere.  As Suman Nalwa who 
has handled training courses 

as well, points out, during 
training it is interesting to 
see the women walk in wear-
ing traditional Indian gear, 
some with head covered and 
the next day they are hitting 
the ground running in track 
pants and then leave in their 
uniforms. As both Geeta and 
Suman said it is very empow-
ering both in the household 
and also within the commu-
nity for women to don the 
uniform.

Geeta Verma spoke about 

how some policing roles are 
best suited for women such 
as those dealing with rape 
cases, crimes against minors 
and marital discord. The duo 
spoke about the various apps 
and self-help programs such 
as self-defence that the Delhi 
Police has come up with to 
make women feel more safe 
and secure.

We Women Want is a weekly 
show that explores issues that 
concern most women cutting 
across demographics. The 

show has dealt with issues 
ranging from body shaming, 
domestic violence, laws that 
help women (and also those 
that don’t), women’s health 
from reproduction to men-
struation including breast 
cancer and IVF, acid attack 
survivors, domestic violence 
and women in the workplace. 
The show, moderated by Priya 
Sahgal, Snr Executive Editor 
at ITV Network, is fast be-
coming a support group for 
women.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

WORKING MOMS  IN INDIA



SAVING OUR TIME AND 
ENERGY

THE SUBTLE FOUNDATION OF SELF-IMPROVEMENT

Everyone wants their 
time to be used in a 
worthwhile way, but 

often, sometimes half an 
hour, sometimes more, are 
wasted. There are some key 
reasons for this which we 
may not recognise.

One is, we love listening 
to things that do not really 
concern us. It may be real 
news — not all of it is gossip 
or rumour. But, is it useful 
or beneficial in any way? 

No. If it is something we 
have no connection with, 
and we cannot do anything 
with the information, lis-
tening to it is a waste of 
time. When we listen to 
something like this, do we 
have the courage to put a 
stop to the wasteful talk 
and point out to the other 
person the futility of shar-
ing such information? If we 
do that, we help ourselves 
and others by stopping the 
spread of waste. 

However, most of us hear 
such talk, and then think 
about it and discuss it. It is 
like collecting rubbish in 
the mind. As we continue 
doing this, little by little it 
affects our way of thinking 
and behaviour. Listening 
to and sharing such talk is 
a waste of time and energy. 
Wherever resources are 
expended fruitlessly, there 

is loss. This makes us feel 
empty inside.

The second aspect is, 

thinking about others. 
When we hear something 
about someone, we can 

avoid relaying that to oth-
ers. If we cannot stop our-
selves from doing so, we 

must remember that we are 
actually spoiling the feel-
ings of others for that per-

son. The greater the num-
ber of people who think 
and talk about that person, 
the sooner a negative envi-
ronment is created.

Moreover, someone who 
is thinking about others 
is obviously not intro-
spective. When they are 
engrossed in the faults of 
others, how can they spot 
their own weaknesses and 
remove them? 

Sometimes we see and 
hear of things that should 
not happen. It may be right 
to say that they should not 
happen, but how does it 
help to think and talk about 
it if we are not responsible 
for addressing the issue or 
in a position to do some-
thing about it? Such situ-
ations are a test of our rec-
titude. When we hear of 
something that is wrong, 
or about someone making 

a mistake, we can check 
the quality of our feelings. 
Are they benevolent, and 
are we thinking only of 
what is wrong, or finding a 
way to set it right? If we are 
merely creating a storm in 
our mind, does it help us or 
others? 

This is where the ability 
to apply the brakes to un-
necessary thoughts comes 
in. If we have the wisdom 
and determination to stop 
wasteful thinking, it can 
save a lot of our time and 
energy. If we lack this pow-
er, the best course of action 
would be to ignore that 
which does not concern us, 
and focus on self-improve-
ment.

B.K. Usha is a Rajyoga teacher 
at the Brahma Kumaris head-
quarters in Abu Road, Rajas-
than.

The seven faces of love
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You cannot control the speed of 
a river but you can control the 
speed of your boat. In white-water 
canoeing, the only time you are in 
control of the boat is when you go 
slower or faster than the river. To 
go the same speed as the river 
is to let the river control you. It 
is not sustainable to go faster 
than the river for more than a 
few moments, although a sudden 
surge of energy can get me past 
a rock or over a trough. Going 
slower is possible to sustain for 
a long time, back-paddling and 
hovering peacefully while the 
river rushes beneath the boat. 
Time can be compared to the river, 
it rushes by. I have no control over 
time, but I can control the speed of 
my movement.

A THOUGHT 
FOR TODAY

B.K. USHA

B.K. ATAM PRAKASH

ERIC LE RESTE

If we avoid listening to and sharing wasteful talk, it can save a lot of our time and energy.

To improve the quality of our consciousness to a level above the ordinary, the first step is to practice 
purity in our thoughts.

If we think of one quality that 
is a prerequisite for self-im-
provement and the foundation 
of an elevated life, it is purity, 
in all its aspects. The definition 
of purity is deep – it includes 
honesty, a clean mind, a clean 
heart, good wishes and pure 
feelings for all. 

But it often happens that we 
pay attention to one or more 
aspects of purity but do not 
take the others seriously. We 
give ourselves some leeway 
in that regard either out of 
ignorance of the significance 
of those aspects or due to 
carelessness, which fosters a 
casual attitude towards cer-
tain things. The significance 
of complete purity is not clear 

to us.  To think unnecessarily 
about someone or something, 
to enable waste thoughts to be 
created, or to cause others to 
have waste thoughts – all these 
are subtle forms of impurity 
that sully the mind and dilute 
the quality of the soul.

If we truly wish to improve 
the quality of our conscious-
ness to a level above the ordi-
nary and live an elevated life, 
the first step is to practice puri-
ty in our thoughts. Whenever 
we are affected by any weak-
ness — such as anger, greed, 
ego, or lust — it first enters our 
thoughts. All vices cause waste 
thoughts, but we may fail to 
recognise them as such. “Why 
is it like this?”, “It should be 
like this”, and similar futile 
commentary in the mind sets 
off a chain of thoughts that 
consume our time and energy. 
Further damage is done when 
such thoughts spill over into 
talk. Another form of impurity 
that can creep in even when we 
are working hard on the self, 
is arrogance of our virtues and 
talents. If we are blind to this 
fault, it gets accentuated as we 
progress, and others can see 

that clearly. This weakness is 
born from a desire for recogni-
tion and fame, to be consulted, 
given a prominent position in 
a team, or a key role in a proj-

ect. We compare ourselves 
with others, take umbrage at 
perceived slights, and demand 
respect and equal treatment.

Giving up arrogance saves 

us from a lot of unnecessary 
thinking that can occur even 
after we have freed ourselves 
from other vices. Being celi-
bate and having a disciplined 

lifestyle is good, but that is just 
the beginning of a life of pu-
rity, which needs to be taken 
to a higher level with purity 
in our vision and attitude. The 
foundation of that is purity in 
thoughts, which should be 
based on spiritual principles 
and also carry power. If we are 
complacent or weak in dealing 
with our defects, and think, 
“What can I do… it happens all 
the time, even though I do not 
want it to happen…”, would 
these be called the thoughts 
of a pure soul?

We may consider ourselves 
strong, but if we make a mis-
take, it is a sign that we have 
been influenced by a weak-
ness. The key to avoiding such 
mistakes is to introspect hon-
estly, regularly check the qual-
ity of our thoughts and feelings 
to make sure that there is noth-
ing there of second-best qual-
ity, and focus on solutions, not 
problems. Then we will keep 
moving forward smoothly and 
accurately.
B.K. Atam Prakash is a Rajyoga 
teacher at the Brahma Kumaris 
headquarters in Mount Abu, Ra-
jasthan.

SELF-IMPROVEMNET

TIMELINESS

Love is not always what 
it seems. We do not love 
everyone in the same way 
and not everyone wants to 
be loved in the same way. 
There are many nuances 
of love and many differ-
ent ways of describing it. 
It is worth taking time to 
understand the different 
types of love, or what may 
appear to us as being love. 
All of us want to love and be 
loved. Not all of us aspire to 
the highest form of love, but 

it is attainable, for everyone 
- we just have to know how 
to find it. There are seven 
ways of looking at love… 
and looking for love.
The first is, love for the 
flesh, the skin, the body. It 
is totally based on physical 
attraction. This is carnal 
love. The temporary nature 
of physical attributes means 
that once the beauty fades, 
then a relationship based 
on this kind of love, will 
also fade.

The second kind of love is 
love for the personality. At-
traction to another’s way of 
being, of speaking and act-
ing. This creates a desire to 
be with them and share in 
the aspects of personality. 
Then we become influenced 
by the personality and this 
creates a dependence and a 
strong attachment. We are 
no longer free. 

The third kind of love is 
the love for how the other 

makes us feel. This is emo-
tional love. It is difficult to 

pinpoint exactly what the 
feeling is. But it is a feeling 

of being secure, loved, and 
respected. Sometimes, we 

just love being the person 
we are around the person 
they are. It feels like some-
thing special. 

The fourth kind of love 
is based on relationships, 
mostly familial. My neph-
ew, my niece - I love them 
more than the nephew or 
the niece of the neighbour 
because I have that special 
relationship and sense of 
belonging. Very often there 
is an ever-present under-
current of love for the mem-
bers of our family.

The fifth kind of love is 
that born of admiration. 
The admiration we feel for 
sports stars, high achievers, 
artists of one kind or anoth-
er. Those who do what we 
wish we could do.

The five kinds of love 
above are all based on body 
consciousness. They are 
all based on the physical 
appearance, talents, attri-
butes, and emotions that 

we perceive when we see 
the roles that they play. And 
they all have the power to 
make us feel very high, but 
also very low.

However, the last two are 
the kinds of love that are un-
breakable, deeply fulfilling, 
and worth exploring and 
investing in.

So, the sixth kind of love is 
spiritual love. This requires 
me to go beyond the other 
five types of love, to see 
the soul that inhabits the 
physical body, and is eter-
nal. It is a pure love, a love 
that recognises that we are 
all the same, we are beings 
of spiritual energy, and we 
play different roles at differ-
ent times. No matter what 
the exterior packaging, no 
matter how the role plays 
out, the soul is worthy of 
our love.

To love in this way, I must 
become aware of who I re-
ally am. That I too am a spir-

itual being and my qualities 
are of peace, joy and love. In 
this way, I can emanate love 
to all, and it matters not if 
others return the love.

In this awareness, I am 
able to connect to the final 
love. This is the most pow-
erful and beautiful love of 
all, that of the Divine, the 
love of God. It is not a love 
that I can produce, but I can 
be a conduit for this love. It 
is this love that brings peace 
and love and the sense of be-
longing, to others.

This is the love that can be 
experienced in meditation. 
It is a love that once tasted 
can never be forgotten. It is 
the highest form of love in 
the universe.

Eric Le Reste is a journalist 
and producer for the Canadi-
an Broadcasting Corporation, 
and coordinates the activities 
of Brahma Kumaris centres in 
Canada.

Love of God is the highest form of love. It brings peace and the sense of belonging to the wider 
human family.
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On Friday, former England 
captain Michael Vaughan 
has said that the England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
has dismissed the racism 
charges against him.

These allegations were 
made by the former England 
spinner Azeem Rafiq against 
Yorkshire. Vaughan’s charge 
against him was that he used 
racist or language which was 
discriminatory during his 
time in Yorkshire. The rac-
ism charges came in lime-
light back in February when 
Yorkshire released an official 
statement regarding this mat-
ter. But on Friday Vaughan 
released a statement on his 
Instagram which further 
gave more clarity on this 

matter. His statement read, 
“It has been both difficult and 
upsetting to hear about the 
painful experiences which 
Azeem has described over 
the past three years. The out-
come of these CDC proceed-
ings must not be allowed to 
detract from the core message 

that there can be no place for 
racism in the game of crick-
et, or in society generally. 
As with others who have 
spoken about their time at 
Yorkshire, I can only speak 
of my own experiences and of 
my own time there. The dis-
missal of the specific charge 

that concerned me takes 
nothing away from Azeem’s 
own lived experiences. The 
hearing made public that 
Azeem and I met 18 months 
ago, well before the CDC pro-
ceedings came into existence. 
‘I told him then that I am sor-
ry for his unacceptable, nega-
tive experiences at the club I 
love and in the sport I love. 
We had what I thought was a 
really positive and construc-
tive discussion. We shook 
hands with a shared inten-
tion to work together in order 
to create positive change in 
cricket. For my part, nothing 
has altered in that respect.’ 
‘There is still a job to do and 
I remain keen to help bring 
about positive change in any 
way that I can. Cricket has 
been my life,’ he added.

Ace Indian shuttler PV Sind-
hu reached the quarterfinals 
at the Madrid Spain Masters 
2023 with a 21-14, 21-16 win 
over Indonesia’s Putri Ku-
suma Wardani on Thursday. 
In the final eight, world No. 11 
Sindhu will face Denmark’s 
Mia Blichfeldt. The former 
world champion now leads 
the Danish shuttler 5-1 in 
their previous meetings. 

After being eliminated in 
the first round of the Swiss 
Open this month, the Ma-
laysian, Indian, and All 
England Opens, Sindhu 
will make her first appear-
ance in the tournament’s 
quarterfinals this year. 
Earlier, Sindhu advanced 
to the second round and 
defeated Switzerland’s 

Jenjira Stadelmann 21-10, 
21-14 in a 31-minute affair. 
Meanwhile, Kidambi Sri-
kanth, who slipped to 21st 
place in the latest badmin-
ton rankings, defeated 

compatriot B Sai Praneeth 
21-15, 21-12 to enter the 
men’s singles quarter-finals. 
Srikanth will play top-
seeded Japanese shut-
t ler  Kenta  Nishimoto 

next in the competition. 
Malvika Bansod, Kiran 
George, Priyanshu Rajawat, 
Sameer Verma, Aakarshi 
Kashyap, and Ashmita Chal-
iha were among the other 
Indians who crashed out. 
Magnus Johannesen of Den-
mark defeated Kiran George 
in a 31-minute match, 21-17, 
21-12, and eighth-seeded 
Toma Junior Popov of France 
defeated Priyanshu Rajawat 
21-14, 21-15. 

In the men’s singles, sec-
ond-seeded Japanese player 
Kanta Tsuneyama defeated 
Sameer Verma 21-15, 21-14. 
In the women’s singles, 
Ashmitha Chaliha went 
down to Singapore’s Yeo Jia 
Min 15-21, 15-21 while Aa-
karshi Kashyap’s campaign 
ended after a 21-13, 21-8 loss 
to Japan’s Natsuki Nidaira.

SPAIN MASTERS
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PV Sindhu plunges into 
quarterfinals, first of this year

AHEAD OF PRO LEAGUE

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT

Hockey India has named 
a 39-member men’s core 
group for the national coach-
ing camp, starting at the SAI 
Bengaluru centre on Sat-
urday. The camp will con-
clude on May 21 ahead of the 
team’s trip to Europe, where 
it will take on Belgium, Great 
Britain, Netherlands and 
Argentina in the remaining 

matches of FIH Hockey Pro 
League 2022-2023 season.

The core group includes 
Krishan Bahadur Pathak, 
PR Sreejesh, Suraj Karkera, 
Pawan Malik, Prashant Ku-
mar, Jarmanpreet Singh, 
Surender Kumar, Harman-
preet Singh, Varun Kumar, 
Amit Rohidas, Gurinder 
Singh, Jugraj Singh, Man-
deep Mor, Nilam Sanjeep 
Xess, Sanjay, Yashdeep Si-

wach and Dipsan Tirkey. 
Besides, Manpreet Singh, 
Hardik Singh, Vivek Sagar 
Prasad, Moirangthem Rabi-
chandra Singh, Shamsher 
Singh, Nilakanta Sharma, 
Rajkumar Pal ,  Sumit , 
Akashdeep Singh, Gurjant 
Singh, Mohd. Raheel Mou-
seen, Maninder Singh, S. 
Karthi, Mandeep Singh, Lalit 
Kumar Upadhyay, Abhishek, 
Dilpreet Singh, Sukhjeet 

Singh, Simranjeet Singh, 
Shilanand Lakra, Manjeet, 
Pawan Rajbhar have also 
been named in the group. 
The core group will report to 
interim coaches David John, 
BJ Kariappa and Shivendra 
Singh. The Indian men’s 
hockey team is currently 
placed on top of the table in 
the FIH Hockey Pro League 
2022-23 season after impres-
sive wins against reigning 

world champions Germany 
and Australia in Rourkela 
recently. India have 19 points 
from eight matches they so 
far with captain Harman-
preet Singh emerging as the 
top scorer of the league with 
11 goals to his name.

Spain are behind India 
with 17 points from eight 
games and Argentina are 
placed third with 13 points 
from 12 matches. PTI SSC.

On Friday, Assam Gov-
ernor Gulab Chand Ka-
taria and the First Lady 
of Assam, Anita Kataria, 
felicitated ace boxer Lov-
lina Borgohain here at 
Raj Bhavan in Guwahati. 
It may be noted that boxer 
Lovlina recently won the 
gold medal in the Boxing 
World Championship held 
in New Delhi. 

The Assam Governor 
said, “Her exceptional tal-
ent and unwavering dedi-

cation have propelled her 
to clinch the gold medal 
in the IBA Women’s Box-
ing World Championships 

2023, bringing immense 
pride and honour to our 
state and nation. May her 
outstanding achievements 

continue to inspire budding 
athletes to strive for excel-
lence and bring further 
accolades to our country.” 
Kataria also felicitated Lov-
lina Borgohain’s parents, 
who accompanied her to the 
Raj Bhavan.

The officers and staff of Raj 
Bhavan were also present at 
the felicitation programme. 
Tokyo Olympics bronze 
medalist Lovlina (75kg) 
claimed her maiden world 
gold with a 5-2 win on 
points after the bout was 
reviewed against Cait-

lin Parker of Australia. 
Competing in her first 
World Championships fi-
nal, Lovlina faced a tough 
challenge against  the 
two-time Commonwealth 
Games medalist Parker but 
produced a world-class dis-
play to come out on top in 
the closely contested match-
up. The bout went back and 
forth, with the Indian edg-
ing out her opponent by a 
3-2 margin in the first round 
before the Australian came 
back to prevail by 4-1 in the 
next round. 

ECB VERDICT 

ECB DISMISSES RACISM CHARGES 
AGAINST MICHAEL VAUGHAN

This weekend is going 
to mark the begin-
ning of the Premier 

League’s conclusion phase. 
As, there won’t be more for-
eign breaks to slow down 
the game’s progress or give 
teams a chance to rest and 
regroup going forward. It 
is the the home stretch, and 
the next match day, which 
starts this mad dash might 
be crucial for all the teams 
participat ing

This weekend has loaded 
fixtures with Man City-
Liverpool, Newcastle-Man 
United, Brighton-Brentford 
and Crystal Palace-Leicester 
matches that will put a major 
impact on the points table. 

The title race has come 
down to Arsenal and Man-
chester City, while as many 
as six clubs are battling it 
out for the final two Cham-
pions League spots. There is 

also the congested battle for 
European qualification and 
the relegation fight sees nine 
teams separated by just four 

points.
Arsenal have built an eight-

point lead at the top with 
10 games to play. Reigning 

champions Manchester City 
have 11 games remaining, 
but their hopes of winning a 
third successive title are like-
ly to rest on the outcome of 
their clash against the Gun-
ners at the Etihad on April 
26. It is a game City must 
win. For Man City to win the 
title again, they realistically 
must win all of their final 
11 games and hope Arsenal 
slip up along the way. City’s 
best run so far this season is 
their current streak of five 
successive Premier League 
wins, so it will be a tall order 
to win the rest and make it 16 
straight victories.

RACE TO TOP FOUR 
Manchester United looked 
set for a third-place finish 
and Champions League 
qualification in early Janu-
ary, but a haul of 18 points 
from their last 10 games has 
seen Erik ten Hag’s team 
drop back towards a chasing 
pack that includes as many 

as five other clubs. If Ten 
Hag›s team win at St James› 
Park, they would move six 
points clear of Eddie Howe›s 
fifth-placed side and give 
themselves a buffer zone, 
but a defeat -- combined 
with Tottenham picking up 
at least a point at Everton on 
Monday -- would see Man 
United drop out of the top 
four instead.  Man United, 
Spurs and Newcastle are 
separated by three points 
and appear the likeliest 
teams to scrap it out for two 
spots, but Liverpool, Brigh-
ton and Brentford are all 
seven points adrift of fourth-
placed Spurs with games 
in hand.  Spurs face Man 
United at home on April 
27 in another potentially 
decisive fixture, but much 
depends on this Sunday’s 
game at Newcastle in terms 
of whether Man United are 
dragged into the top-four 
battle or if it becomes a five-
way fight for fourth place.

IN QUESTION

PREMIER LEAGUE’S FINAL STRETCH 
SET TO BEGIN TO FIND TOP FOUR
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Lovlina Borgohain

Karen Khachanov celebrate after point
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HOCKEY INDIA NAMES 39-MEMBER MEN’S GROUP 
FOR NATIONAL CAMP

ASSAM GOVERNOR PRAISES LOVLINA BORGOHAIN

England’s former cricketer Michael Vaughan

PV Sindhu in action

AFC CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 

Fresh off securing the Indian 
Super League Winners’ Shield 
in record-breaking fashion, 
Mumbai City FC are prepar-
ing themselves for another 
challenge - a Qualifier for a 
Group Stage spot in the cov-
eted AFC Champions League. 
The Islanders will take on 
Jamshedpur FC - League 
Shield winners from last sea-
son - in a highly anticipated 
one-off tie on April 4 at the 
Payyanad Stadium in Manjeri, 
Kerala to determine which 
team will have the opportu-
nity to compete in the 2023-24 
edition of Asia’s premier club 
football competition. 

Looking ahead to next 
week’s encounter, head coach 
Des Buckingham spoke about 
the squad’s morale and their 
ensuing confidence follow-
ing a historic campaign. 
“The morale is good, everyone 
is coming off the back of a suc-
cessful league season. We’ve 

had a brief break to reca-
librate and now the squad 
is fit and fresh. We have no 
selection issues or worries. 
We’ve got a group of players 
that are very hungry to fin-
ish the season as strong as 
we started”, said Bucking-
ham in an official statement 
released by Mumbai City. 
Nearly 12 months ago, Mum-
bai City FC wrote a piece of 
Indian football history when 
they became the first Indian 
club to win a game in the 
Group Stage of the coveted 

AFC Champions League. A 
second win followed along 
with a draw for Des Buck-
ingham’s side as the Island-
ers finished a second in 
their group with 7 points. 
With the finest football clubs 
across Asia competing in 
this continental showcase, 
the AFC Champions League 
brings the opportunity to 
rub shoulders with the elite 
- an experience Des Buck-
ingham and the Islanders 
relished in the last year in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Mumbai City in 
preparation ahead of QF 
against Jamshedpur FC
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MIAMI OPEN

The Russian Karen Khacha-
nov defeated the Argentine 
Francisco Cerundolo 6-3, 
6-2 on Thursday to progress 
to the Miami Open semifi-
nals. The 26-year-old swiftly 
bounced back after losing a 
break in the opening set to 
guarantee that the rest of the 
match was one-way traffic. 
After 75 minutes, the big-
hitting 14th seed secured his 
victory by slamming 18 aces 
and driving the ball through 
the nimble court to force Ce-
rundolo into mistakes. 

After making 22 unforced 
errors, the 24-year-old Ce-
rundolo was unable to de-
feat Khachanov and advance 
to the final four once more. 
Before making it to the semi-
finals in Toronto in 2019, 
Khachanov won his lone 
ATP Masters 1000 cham-
pionship in Paris in 2018. 
When he takes on Daniil 
Medvedev in the semifinal 
match, he will continue his 
quest for his sixth tour-level 
championship and first 
since Paris five years ago. 

“At the end of the day, it was 
a question of finding rhythm. 
At the beginning, it was pret-
ty windy, and I couldn’t figure 
out where the wind was com-
ing from. I then started to hit 
through the ball more, and 
then I felt better and better. 
After I broke him back, I felt 
like I was on a good rise and 
that I could not miss. That is 
a good feeling to have during 
a match,” Khachanov quoted. 
“I think I have improved my 
mentality and self-belief a lot. 
I am enjoying the process. I 
think the results speak for 
themselves, and I am happy 
it is paying off,” he added. 

“We grew up together, and 
every time I play against 
Daniil or Andrey [Rublev], 
it is not easy because we 
are good friends. But on the 
court, we are rivals. 

We played in Adelaide this 
year, and he beat me pretty 
solid, so I will try to approach 
this match differently,” 
Khachanov said ahead of his 
match against Medvedev. 
Khachanov is up five spots to 
No. 11 in the Pepperstone ATP 
Live Rankings and will jump 
back into the Top 10 if he wins 
the title. Earlier this season, 
he advanced to the semi-fi-
nals at the Australian Open. 

Khachanov dispatches 
Cerundolo, sets 
Medvedev clash in SF
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Manchester City’s striker Erling Haaland

Mumbai City’s players in training



CAPTAIN-COACH BOND

Shubman Gill eclipsed 
Ruturaj Gaikwad’s 
high-quality knock 

with a dazzling half-century 
as Gujarat Titans began their 
title defence with a convinc-
ing five-wicket win over 
Chennai Super Kings in the 
IPL opener here on Friday. 
Gaikwad was all class in his 
92 off 50 balls before the Ti-
tans pulled things back in the 
middle overs to limit Chennai 
Super Kings to 178 for seven 
after opting to bowl first in 
front of a near capacity crowd 
at the world’s largest cricket 
stadium here.

In the form of his life over 
the past three months, Gill 
played some jaw-dropping 

strokes in his 63 off 36 balls 
to set up a fine win for the 
home team. Titans got home 
in 19.2 overs.

Gill’s opening partner 
Wriddhiman Saha showed 
he has still got it as he 
smashed a couple of sixes and 
as many fours in his 16-ball 
25 that got the Titans going in 
the run chase.

Gill’s best shot of the in-
nings was the back foot 
punch off CSK’s impact play-
er Tushar Deshpande and he 
followed with a pick up shot 
over midwicket. Titans’ im-
pact player Sai Sudharsan, 
who was used in place of an 
injured Kane Williamson, 
contributed with 22 off 17 
balls.

When Gill departed, Ti-
tans needed 41 off the last 

five overs but CSK managed 
to take the game down to the 
wire.

It needed a cameo from 
Rashid Khan (10 not out off 
3) to settled the nerves in the 
Titans dressing room.

Earlier, it was a display of 
effortless hitting from Gaik-
wad, who relied on his lofted 
drives over extra cover and 
crisp pull shots to collect as 
many as nine sixes.

Apart from Gaikwad, the 
only other batter who put 
the Titans under pressure 
was Moeen Ali who came up 
with a 17-ball 23. Ali’s flat six 
off Mohammad Shami on a 
free-hit ball was the highlight 
of his cameo.

Gaikwad pulled IPL debu-
tant Joshua Little on his very 
first ball to set the tone of his 

innings. That over went for 15 
runs and with Shami conced-
ing 17 runs in the following 
over, CSK got the momentum 
they were looking for.

Titans’ trump card Rashid 
Khan was introduced in the 
powerplay and as he often 
does, he got the wicket that 
his team was looking for by 
getting the dangerous look-
ing Ali caught behind.

Rashid’s second over saw 
him getting rid of England 
Test captain Ben Stokes, 
who too was caught by wick-
etkeeper Saha, leaving CSK at 
70 for three.

However, the fall of wick-
ets did not make Gaikwad 
change his game as he kept 
getting the boundaries. He 
welcomed Alzarri Joseph 
into the attack by smashing 

him for three sixes in the 
eighth over.

Titans did well to stem the 
flow of runs in the middle 
overs and got the wicket of 
Ambati Rayudu.

Shivam Dube struggled to 
find the big hits and that put 
pressure on Gaikwad who 
was caught in the deep in the 
17th over and missed out on a 
deserving hundred.

Skipper M S Dhoni came 
out to bat at number eight 
but still managed to make an 
impact as he pulled Little for 
a six before flicking him for a 
four in the final over, sending 
the crowd into a frenzy.

Williamson injured his 
knee while fielding at the 
boundary and limped off 
the field. The last five overs 
yielded 45 runs for CSK.

GLORIOUS GILL LEADS GUJARAT’S VICTORY 
IN OPENING MATCH AGAINST CSK

Stand-in Kolkata Knight 
Riders captain Nitish Rana 
on Friday said he is excited 
to see the impact of Chan-
drakant Pandit on the team 
because of his solid knowl-
edge about Indian domestic 
cricket.

Pandit, the most cele-
brated coach in the Indian 
domestic circuit, replaced 
Brendon McCullum as 
head coach ahead of this 
season.

Pandit, had guided Mad-
hya Pradesh to their maid-
en Ranji Trophy title last 
year, having won the na-
tional championship mul-
tiple times with Mumbai 
and Vidarbha.

“I am very excited for the 
season. Whatever Chandu 
sir’s theories are related to 
cricket, they match with 
us as in people, who have 

played domestic cricket... 
Basically Indians (un-
capped domestic players),” 
Rana said ahead of KKR’s 
opener.

As always, Pandit’s main 
emphasis is on discipline.

“All our overseas play-
ers are enjoying the small 
small things that Chandu 

sir reminds us to do. Like 
discipline is a big thing, tim-
ing. But the role he’ll play 
this season how effective he 
is, we will see at the end of 
the season.” Rana will lead 
KKR in the absence of reg-
ular skipper Shreyas Iyer, 
who is likely to be out of 
action for the entire league 
due to a recurring lower 
back injury, which could 
require surgery.

KKR will open their cam-
paign against Punjab Kings 
here on Saturday.

“It’s the first game, a lot 
of the things that we have 
planned can go against us 
or in our favour. I feel it’s 
marathon of 14 matches 
is not less. The process is 
always important,” Rana 
added.  
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‘EXCITED TO SEE CHANDU SIR’S THEORIES 
RELATED TO CRICKET’: NITISH RANA

Nitish Rana (L), KKR’s coach Chandrakant Pandit
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Mumbai Indians on 
Friday replaced injured 
pacer Jasprit Bumrah 
with Sandeep Warrier 
for the 2023 Indian Pre-
mier League.

Bumrah was ruled 
out of the entire tour-
nament due to a back 
injury.

“Sandeep Warrier, 
right-arm fast bowler, 
will join the Mumbai 
Indians squad as a re-
placement player for 
Jasprit Bumrah. Sand-
eep, who debuted for 
India in 2021, is an ex-
perienced player in the 
domestic circuit having 
played over 200 games 
with 69 of them in T20 
format,  taking 362 

wickets in his career 
so far across formats,” 
Mumbai Indians said 
in a statement on Fri-
day afternoon. The re-
lease added, “Sandeep 

will join the Mumbai 
Indians squad ahead of 
the team’s first game of 
IPL 2023 against Royal 
Challengers Banga-
lore.” Warrier, who has 
played 66 First-Class, 
69 List A and 68 T20 
matches in the domes-
tic circuit taking 217, 83 
and 62 wickets respec-
tively, made his debut 
for India in the short-
est format at Colombo 
in July 2021 against Sri 
Lanka.

He represented Kerala 
in domestic cricket be-
fore moving to Tamil 
Nadu in 2020. Mumbai 
Indians will kick off 
their campaign with an 
away game against RCB 
at the M Chinnaswamy 
Stadium in Bangalore 
on April 2.

 REPLACEMENT CELL
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Sandeep Warrier replaces 
injured Bumrah in MI’s squad

MI’s pacer Sandeep Warrier 

IPL HIGHLIGHTS

 Plagued by injuries and unavailability 
of a few foreign players, both Punjab 
Kings and Kolkata Knight Riders would 
still look to put their best foot forward 
as they lock horns in their opening IPL 
encounter here on Saturday.

These are the two franchises, which 
over the years have flattered to deceive. 
Inconsistency in team selections seemed 
to have also affected them badly.

While PBKS finished sixth, two-time 
champions KKR ended a rung below in 
the seventh spot in the 10-team competi-
tion last year. Both teams will be led by 
new skippers this season. While veteran 
Shikhar Dhawan will be at the helm of 
Punjab, domestic star Nitish Rana has 
replaced injured Shreyas Iyer as KKR 
captain. On paper, though, 
PBKS looks a tad stronger 
than KKR. But Englishman 
Jonny Bairstow’s absence 
will certainly leave a 
big void in Punjab’s 
team composition.

Bairstow has been ruled 
out of the entire IPL 
as he continues to 
recover from a 
leg injury he 
had sustained 
while playing 
golf last Sep-
tember.

I n  B a i r -
stow’s place, 

PBKS has roped in BBL’s player-of-the-
tournament this season, Matthew Short 
who is expected to open the batting 
alongside Dhawan.

Other key PBKS players, who will miss 
Saturday’s game are hard-hitting all-
rounder Liam Livingstone, who is yet to 
get clearance from the ECB, following a 
knee injury, and South African Kagiso 
Rabada who is on national duty.

Zimbabwe’s Sikandar Raza is another 
utility all-rounder PBKS could bank 
upon.

But they would depend on Dhawan 
and Short to provide consistency at the 
top. On the bowling front, PBKS would 
miss Rabada on Saturday and in his ab-
sence the onus would be on Arshdeep 
Singh, old guard Rishi Dhawan, Cur-
ran and leg-spinner Rahul Chahar to 
do the job. The Mohali-based outfit 

would also rely on coach Trevor 
Bayliss’ tactical nous to shed their 
tag of perennial underachievers 

during the season.
PBKS has never won 
the IPL title in the last 
15 years. The 

closest 
they 
came 
w a s  a 
final ap-

pearance 
in 2014 and 
and semi-fi-
nal defeat in 
the inaugu-
ral season. 

 MATCH PREVIEW

“NEW SKIPPERS SET TO LEAD THEIR TEAMS 
TOWARDS NEW JOURNEY”: PBKS VS KKR
TDG NETWORK
MOHALI

DC’S DIAGRAM

Coach Ricky Ponting relies 
on Marsh’s brutal batting

Mitchell Marsh’s brute power with the 
willow will be Delhi Capitals’ lethal 
weapon as they brace up for life with-
out Rishabh Pant while starting their 
Indian Premier League campaign 
against Lucknow Super Giants, here 
on Saturday.

LSG, who will be playing at home for 
the first time, is an equally beleaguered 
outfit if not more, with skipper KL Ra-
hul going through the toughest phase 
of his career and has been on a down-
ward spiral for quite some time now.

By the look of it, neither DC nor LSG 
look like outfits that give you the vibe 
of a champion side like Chennai Super 
Kings, Mumbai Indians or for that mat-
ter Gujarat Titans.

So when DC begins their journey on 
Saturday evening at the Ekana Stadi-
um, it will be an Australian, who will 
hold the key to the kind of start that the 
franchise expects.

And that Australian isn’t stocky New 
South Wales man David Warner, who 
is leading the side but the giant from 
Western Australia, who has provided 
some sort of a trailer during the ODI se-
ries against India with 12 sixes in three 
games -- 11 of which came in the first 
two encounters.

Australia batting great and current 
Delhi Capitals head coach Ricky Pon-
ting on Thursday named two prospects 
from his side he believes will prosper.

Ponting expects young India star 
Yash Dhull to build on the performanc-
es that saw him named captain of the 
Team of the Tournament at last year’s 
ICC U19 Men’s Cricket World Cup and 
predicted emerging all-rounder Aman 
Khan as another player that may have 
a breakout event. “Yash Dhull, the ex-
India U19 captain has had a really good 
domestic season and I am hoping that 
he gets some good opportunity to play 
for Delhi Capitals through this season,” 
said Ponting on the latest episode of 
ICC Review.

TDG NETWORK
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 LEGEND’S SAYS 

ROSS TAYLOR VERIFIES INDIAN PACE ATTACK FOR WTC 2023 FINAL

Former New Zealand skipper 
Ross Taylor has backed the Indian 
pace unit to cause trouble for Aus-
tralian batters in the World Test 
Championship final scheduled at 
the Oval in London from June 7-11.

Taylor, himself a World Test 
Championship winner, feels 
Indian fast bowlers have the 

wherewithal to create problems 
for Australia even though Jasprit 
Bumrah will be side-lined due to 
a back surgery. “Any time you play 
in England, conditions and the 
weather play a big part,” Taylor 
was told ICC website.

“Any time you think of Australia 
and India, and also you’re playing 
in a neutral ground, the seamers 
play a big part. The Australian 
seamers are renowned for bowl-

ing with the Dukes ball and have 
a lot of experience.” But Taylor 
didn’t rule out India’s chances.

“I wouldn’t rule out this Indian 
side. They have had a lot of suc-
cess over there in the years gone 
past, they have a few of these 
seamers,” he added.

While spin played a key role 
in the recent Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy in India, Taylor expects 
pacers of both the teams to rule 

the roost in the WTC Final at The 
Oval.

Taylor is confident that even 
without Bumrah, India have 
enough options in the pace de-
partment to make an impact in 
English conditions.

“Very tough to replace someone 
like Bumrah. He has been fantas-
tic in all three formats and is the 
leader of their bowling attack,”  
e said. 

TDG NETWORK
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 WINNING FEAT CONTINUE 

TDG NETWORK
GUJARAT

GT’s opener Shubman 
Gill hits a boundary on 
Friday. 

PKBS skipper Shikhar 
Dhawa

63
36

RUNS

BALLS


