
In the state of Andhra 
Pradesh, the two major po-
litical parties, TDP and YS-
RCP, have opted to abstain 
from participating in the 
Telangana Assembly elec-
tions. This move has led 
Telangana’s Chief Minister, 
K. Chandrashekar Rao, to 
shift his attention towards 
Karnataka.

In Karnataka, the Congress 
currently holds power, and 
issues such as providing 
electricity to farmers and a 
recent incident involving a 
forged letter from Karna-

taka’s deputy chief minister, 
urging Foxconn to relocate 
to Bengaluru, have become 
prominent talking points 
among rural gatherings and 
urban tea stalls alike.

The separation of Telanga-
na from Andhra Pradesh in 
2014, following a prolonged 
dispute over perceived mis-
treatment by Andhra politi-
cians, gave rise to a strong 
pro-Telangana sentiment, 
with KCR’s TRS party win-
ning 63 out of 119 contested 
seats, securing a 34.3 per 
cent vote share.

In the 2018 Telangana As-
sembly elections, N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, then the 

Chief Minister of Andhra 
Pradesh, filed legal petitions 
concerning water and asset 
distribution with Telan-
gana and aligned with the 
Congress before the polls. 
This move further stoked 
anti-Andhra sentiments, re-
sulting in the TRS winning 
88 seats with a 46.9 per cent 
vote share.

Since the Congress’s vic-
tory in the Karnataka As-
sembly elections in May, the 
political dynamics between 
Karnataka and Telangana 
have evolved. The intensify-
ing rivalry between the two 
states has been fueled by the 
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Speaking on the floor of 
the Assembly recently, Bi-
har Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar said that women 
should be educated so that 
they can prevent pregnancy 
and control the population. 
This statement has created 
a controversy and the latest 
to condemn this statement 
is Tamil Nadu BJP leader K. 
Annamalai.

TN BJP President K. An-
namalai on Wednesday said, 

“We condemn it. A senior 
leader, like Nitish Kumar, 
has spoken about our moth-
ers and sisters in a way that 
is very obscene, and we can 
call this totally cringe-wor-
thy. And very unfortunately, 
Nitish Kumar after joining 
the I.N.D.I.A bloc is speak-
ing the language of the DMK 
party, the DMK party gener-
ally uses these words, lan-
guage. After Nitish Kumar’s 
statement, our mothers and 
sisters are feeling offended 
and outraged. I apologise 

congreSS moveS 
ec againSt 
‘miSuSe’ of ed
NEW DELHI: A Con-
gress delegation met 
the election commis-
sioners on Wednesday 
and sought immediate 
intervention to stop the 
alleged misuse of the 
Enforcement Directorate 
during Assembly polls 
and alleged that the 
probe agency was act-
ing at the behest of the 
central government to 
disturb the level-playing 
field. The delegation also 
alleged that the Ma-
hadev betting app issue 
was being politicised in 
view of the polls. After 
the meeting, Congress 
leader Abhishek Singhvi 
told reporters, “We were 
dejected that we were 
not given time (to peti-
tion the EC) before the 
November 7 polling. The 
EC heard us and we 
explained to them the 
alleged misuse of ED, 
acting as the Election 
Department of BJP and 
disturbing the level-play-
ing field during assembly 
elections in Chhattisgarh 
and Rajasthan.”

ethicS Panel 
SeekS mahua’S 
exPulSion
NEW DELHI: Trinamool 
Congress’s Mahua Moitra 
should not be allowed to 
continue as an MP and 
her membership should 
be terminated, the parlia-
mentary Ethics Commit-
tee examining the cash-
for-query allegations 
against her has recom-
mended. Calling Mahua 
Moitra’s actions “highly 
objectionable, unethical, 
heinous and criminal”, 
the panel said it calls for 
severe punishment. 
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Barely months before the cru-
cial 2024 Lok Sabha elections, 
infighting within the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) in West 
Bengal took an ugly turn on 
Wednesday when alleged sup-
porters of the state president 
Sukanta Majumdar and state 
organising secretary Ami-
tava Chakraborty broke the 
stage from which the party’s 
national secretary Anupam 
Hazra was to address party 
supporters.

BJP central leader Anupam 
Hazra was supposed to hold 
a meeting in Birbhum’s Khoi-
rashol, but before the meeting 
started, a section of BJP work-
ers vandalized the stage and 
broke the chairs in full view 
of media cameras.

In the evening, Hazra told 
The Daily Guardian Review: 
“This attack on the stage was 
done by the supporters of 
district president Dhruba 
Saha and MLA Anup Saha 
who were acting on the in-
structions of state president 
Sukanta Majumdar and state 

organising secretary Amitava 
Chakraborty. I was supposed 
to address the gathering of 
BJP karyakartas at the Bijoya 
Sammelani. But had I reached 
on time, I would have been 
targeted personally.”

He alleged that he had 
voiced his apprehension 
about his personal safety in 
a Facebook Live session in the 
morning itself and said that he 
was anticipating more attacks 
and feared for his life.

He also claimed that he had 
informed BJP party president 
Jagat Prakash Nadda about 
the turn of events and had de-
manded strict action against 
the perpetrators and their 
“political godfathers”. Anu-
pam Hazra, who was moved 
to Delhi as the national sec-
retary of the BJP, had been 
tasked to rejuvenate party 
workers and provide a correct 
and unbiased picture of true 
state of affairs to the party’s 
top central leadership. BJP 
sources said that, however, 
this seems to have antagonised 
large sections of the party’s 

The National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) conducted nationwide raids 
on Wednesday to apprehend indi-
viduals involved in human traffick-

ing. According to officials, a person 
from Myanmar was detained in 
Jammu.

The raids are part of investiga-
tions into human trafficking cases 
and are being carried out in eight 
states and two Union Territories, 

as stated by an NIA spokesperson.
In Tripura, Assam, West Bengal, 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 
Haryana, Rajasthan, and the Union 
Territories of Jammu and Kashmir 
and Puducherry, searches were 
conducted. During a raid in Jammu 

and Kashmir, a Rohingya Muslim 
from Myanmar named Zaffar Alam 
was taken into custody.

This arrest took place at around 
2 am at his temporary residence in 
the Bathindi area of Jammu. An-
other accused individual is cur-

rently evading arrest. These raids 
specifically targeted slums where 
Myanmar immigrants reside and 
were conducted in connection with 
a case related to the violation of the 
Passports Act and human traffick-
ing.

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) probing the West 
Bengal ration scam has 
found that the alleged mas-
termind and prime accused 
in Bihar’s fodder scam case 
three decades back who had 
admitted giving bribes to 
the then Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Laloo Prasad Yadav, have 
links with the ration corrup-
tion scam in West Bengal in 
which former Food & Sup-
plies Minister Jyoti Priya 
Mallick has been arrested 
by the agency, sources said.

ED sources claimed that 

Dipesh Chandak and Hitesh 
Chandak, two directors of 
Ankit India Limited, the 
company whose name came 
up in the ration scandal 
probe, were arrested by the 
CBI in 1996 as prime accused 
in the Bihar fodder corrup-
tion case. Later they were 
released after they turned 
approvers in that case. ED 
sources said that Dipesh 
Chandak had given a state-
ment that he had given Rs 60 
crore to the then Bihar Chief 
Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav.

The ED sources claimed 
that Dipesh and Hitesh 
Chandak were found to be 
“close” to West Bengal’s for-

mer Food & Supplies Minis-
ter Jyoti Priya Mallick. The 
central agency claimed that 
the Chandaks’ rice mills and 
flour mills used to sell PDS 
supplies meant for the poor 
people of West Bengal in the 
open market.

Recently, ED officials con-
ducted raid and search op-
erations at the offices and 
residences of the directors 
of Ankit India Ltd, owned by 
the Chandaks, which was au-
thorized by the West Bengal 
Food & Supplies Department 
to distribute FCI wheat to ra-
tion shops. Sources claimed 
that rice and wheat used to 

In view of the “severe” level 
of air pollution in the national 
capital, the Delhi government 
on Wednesday announced an 
early winter break for schools 
from November 9 to Novem-
ber 18. “All schools shall ob-
serve winter break from No-
vember 9 to November 18, 
2023,” said an order from the 
Education Department of the 
Delhi government. The order 
referred to the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan (GRAP) 

IV having been implemented 
in Delhi in view of the high 
level of pollution and said no 
respite is predicted in the near 
future.

“In the wake of the imple-
mentation of GRAP-IV 
measures due to the severe 

plus air quality prevailing 
in Delhi and seeing that no 
respite from such adverse 
weather conditions in the 
near future is predicted by 
the IMD, the winter break 
for the season 2023-2024 is 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednes-
day launched a scath-

ing attack on Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar over 
his derogatory remarks 
against women in relation to 
population control and said 
crass words were uttered in 
the state Assembly and there 
was “no shame”.

Addressing an election 
rally here, PM Modi did not 
name Nitish Kumar, but re-
ferred to his remarks made 
on Tuesday. He also attacked 
the I.N.D.I.A bloc over Nitish 
Kumar’s remarks and asked 
women in the gathering if 
leaders of the Opposition 
bloc could do any good for 
them or respect them. “Peo-
ple of the I.N.D.I.A bloc are 
roaming, playing tricks to 

dislodge our government, a 
leader of the I.N.D.I.A bloc 
said indecent words in the 
Assembly in which moth-
ers, sisters were present. 
No one can imagine. There 
is no shame. Not only this, 
no leader of the I.N.D.I.A 
bloc was prepared to speak 
a word against such danger-
ous insult of sisters, moth-
ers,” PM Modi said.

“Those who have such at-
titude, can they ever do your 
welfare? Sisters and moth-
ers, can they do your welfare, 
provide you respect, honour 
you,” he asked.

Several women in the gath-
ering waved “no”. Slamming 
the JD-U leader, PM Modi 
said such remarks also be-
smirch the country’s repu-
tation. “How unfortunate for 

the country. How much you 
will fall and you are insulting 
the country,” PM Modi said.

The Prime Minister said he 
will never shy away from do-
ing whatever he can for the 
honour of women and to en-
hance their respect. The Bi-
har Chief Minister on Tues-
day sparked a controversy 
after he used derogatory 
language in the state assem-
bly to explain the role of edu-
cation and the role of women 
in population control.

Nitish Kumar was speak-
ing during the winter ses-
sion of the Bihar Assembly. 
The Chief Minister made the 
remarks while underlining 
the need for girls’ education 
to check population growth. 

Following an uproar over 
his remarks, Nitish Kumar 
on Wednesday apologised 
and said he is taking back 

his words. “If my words were 
wrong, then I apologise for 
that. If anyone got hurt by 
my words, I take them back,” 
Kumar told reporters.

Chaotic scenes were wit-
nessed in the Bihar Assem-
bly as Opposition members 
rushed to the well raising 
slogans against Nitish Ku-
mar over his objectionable 
remarks on birth control the 
day before.

Nitish Kumar’s remarks 
have evoked strong condem-
nation from BJP leaders. His 
remarks also drew outrage 
from the National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW), 
which asked him to tender 
an unconditional apology.

In a scathing riposte to the 
Bihar Chief Minister, Union 
Minister of State for Home, 
Nityanand Rai said that the 

‘no Shame’: Pm modi tearS into 
nitiSh for ‘inSulting’ Women

PoPulation control

  PM Modi also attacks I.N.D.I.A bloc over Nitish Kumar’s derogatory remarks.
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NEW DELHI In view of the severe pollu-

tion situation in the national 
capital, Delhi Environment 
Minister Gopal Rai spoke 
exclusively with NewsX and 
unveiled the plan to curb the 
rising pollution. Excerpts:
Q: Pollution has been a recurring 
problem for the national capital. 
The Supreme Court has issued 
directives from time to time to 
hammer out this problem, but 
no tangible results have emerged. 
The AAP government also in-
troduced Odd-Even formula for 

this but the overall situation is far 
from satisfactory. What do you 
have to say about this?

A: The AAP government 
introduced the Odd-Even 
formula based on an inter-

national research and we 
have also apprised the Su-
preme Court about this. We 
have also called for a meet-
ing of ministers and officers 
to ensure compliance of the 
instructions given by the Su-
preme Court yesterday re-
garding pollution. Thus, in 
a way, the Delhi government 
has marshalled its manpower 
to curb the menacing pollu-
tion situation of the national 
capital. We had also written 
to the LG regarding the Smog 
Tower and real-time source 
enforcement study, but the 
Smog Tower was started on 

excluSive

curBing Pollution iS everyBody’S duty: goPal rai
tdG nEtwOrK 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a public rally for the 
Madhya Pradesh Assembly elections, in Guna on Wednesday. ANI

Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai chairs a high-level 
meeting, at the Delhi Secretariat in New Delhi on Wednesday. 
Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot and Revenue Minister Atishi 
are also present. ANI

Bihar BJP Mahila Morcha workers during a protest over Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s remarks in the state Assembly, in 
Patna on Wednesday. ANI
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Income tax raids have been 
on since 3 November on the 
residences, offices and other 
premises of Tamil Nadu 
Minister for Public Works 
Department, Highways and 
Minor Ports, EV Velu. It was 
reported that  Rs 22 crore 
had been seized in cash in 
the IT raids conducted.

EV Velu, speaking to the 
media at Tiruvannamalai 
on Tuesday night, said, “BJP 
cannot stop us from doing 
the work for the people by 
conducting an income tax 
audit. It was only because of 
the five-day raid by the In-
come Tax department that 
you were able to freeze the 
work of the corporation and 
the government. The income 
tax department works as a 
team in BJP.”

The Minister denied know-
ing the owners of Casagrand 
Builders and Appaswamy 
Real Estate as well. He said, 
“I don’t know who runs 
Casagrand. The only rela-
tionship I have with Ap-
pasamy realtors is that I 
used to stay in their hotels, 
sometimes, when I visited 
Coimbatore.”

Velu further stated that not 
one paisa was seized from 
his house by IT officials. As 

for the educational institu-
tions, he said they were run 
by his family members and 
he was not on any of the 
boards or a trust member.

“I have 48.33-acre land 
in Tiruvannamalai and a 
house in Chennai which I 
have mentioned in the elec-
tion affidavit. I have no other 
properties. Myself, my wife, 
and two sons are income tax 
assessees”, clarified Velu.

According to ANI on 7 No-
vember, sources told them, 
“Income Tax department has 
seized a total of Rs 29 crore, 
including Rs 22 crore in cash 
and incriminating docu-
ments, from the premises 
linked to Tamil Nadu Public 
Works and Highways De-
partment Minister EV Velu 
and his Associates.”

Searches were also con-
ducted at the educational in-

stitutions reportedly owned 
by EV Velu - the Arunai 
Medical College Hospital, 
Arunai Engineering College, 
Karan Arts College and Jeeva 
Velu Matriculation School. 
The IT raids at Appaswamy 
Real Estate and Casagrand 
Builder Pvt Ltd, apparently 
resulted in the seizure of Rs 
7 crore cash.

EV Velu started out as a 
lorry driver, became a movie 
distributor and then entered 
politics with the AIADMK. 
He joined the DMK in the 
early 1990s and is a six-time 
MLA.

Earlier IT raids were con-
ducted on three other senior 
DMK leaders—Minister V 
Senthil Balaji, who is cur-
rently in Puzhal Prison; 
Minister K Ponmudy and 
DMK MP S Jagathrak-
shakan.

A complaint has been 
filed with the Bihar 
Legislative Assem-

bly Speaker, Awadh Bihari 
Choudhary, against the 
State Chief Minister, Nitish 
Kumar. 

The complaint pertains to 
remarks made by the Bihar 
CM concerning women’s 
education and population 
control during his speech in 
the state assembly on 7 No-
vember, 2023.

According to the com-
plaint filed by social activist 
Charu Jindal, Nitish Ku-

mar’s statement is deeply 
offensive, objectionable, and 
condemnable, and it has 
seriously compromised the 
dignity of the women repre-

sentatives in the assembly, 
as well as all the women 
who witnessed the video.

Jindal expressed her dis-
may, stating, “It is shameful 

that the CM, as a represen-
tative of the people, failed to 
choose appropriate words to 
express his thoughts and in-
stead made statements and 
gestures that are indecent, 
vulgar, and humiliating. It is 
disgraceful that individuals 
in such high positions are 
publicly undermining the 
dignity of women.”

Subsequently, on 8 No-
vember, Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar issued 
an apology for his remarks. 
He told reporters that he did 
not intend to show disre-
spect to women and offered 
to retract his words if they 
had offended anyone.

In response to his apol-
ogy, Jindal asserted, “A 
mere apology, after pub-
licly shaming the dignity of 
women in the Vidhan Sab-
ha, where his remarks were 
accompanied by the laugh-
ter of other representatives, 
has placed all women in an 
embarrassing situation. 
Apologies alone are insuffi-
cient in addressing the con-
sequences of this.”

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e 
complainant is urging the 
Bihar Assembly Speaker 
t o  t a ke  s t r i c t  ac t i o n 
against Nitish Kumar for 
making highly vulgar and 
humiliating statements.

TDG EXCLUSIVE

NITISH ASSEMBLY REMARKS: COMPLAINT 
FILED WITH BIHAR ASSEMBLY SPEAKER
Ashish sinhA
New Delhi

A court here on Wednesday 
remanded former Jammu 
and Kashmir minister Lal 
Singh in seven-day custody 
of the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), a day after the 
agency arrested him in a 
money laundering case.

Singh, the chairman of the 
Dogra Swabhiman Sanga-
than Party (DSSP), was ar-
rested from a house in Cha-
wadi area of Sainik Colony 
here on Tuesday evening 
within hours after a special 
court dismissed his antici-
patory bail application.

Singh was under investi-
gation by the Enforcement 
Directorate in connection 
with a case against an edu-
cational trust run by his 
wife and former legislator 
Kanta Andotra.

Special public prosecu-
tor Ashwani Khajuria said 
the arrested accused was 
produced before the special 
court which granted the 
ED his seven-day remand 
instead of 14 days sought by 
the agency.

The special judge took 
note of the complaint of 

physical discomfort made 
by the accused and asked 
for his proper medical 
checkup, Khajuria told PTI, 
quoting the order.

Officials said Singh was 
shifted to the Government 
Medical College (GMC) 
Hospital in the early hours 
of the day after he com-
plained of uneasiness.

He was discharged from 
the hospital around 3 pm 
and straightway taken to 
the court.

However, Singh alleged 
that though he was taken 
to the hospital, he was not 
given proper medical aid.

“I was present in the emer-
gency ward of the hospital 
but was denied proper med-
ical treatment and even my 
admit file was not prepared 
and several tests not done. 

They have compelled the 
doctors to say that it is me 
who refused to take a CT 
scan”,  he told reporters 
while being escorted to the 
court.

Scores of his supporters 
had assembled outside the 
hospital and chanted slo-
gans against the BJP, claim-
ing that their leader was 
being framed in a baseless 

case ahead of the Lok Sabha 
elections next year.

Singh, a two-time MP and 
three-time MLA, switched 
from the Congress to the 
BJP in 2014 and was also 
a minister in the previ-
ous PDP-BJP government 
which collapsed in June 
2018 after the national par-
ty pulled out of the alliance.

Several months before 
the fall of the government, 
Singh resigned from the 
BJP and floated the DSSP, 
following an uproar over 
his participation in a rally 
in support of the accused 
in the rape and murder of 
an eight-year-old girl in 
Kathua in January 2018.

However, he defended his 
participation in the rally 
stating that he was there to 
“defuse the situation”.

L a s t  m o n t h ,  t h e 
Enforcement Directorate 
had conducted searches in 
Jammu and its adjoining 
areas as part of the money 
laundering probe against 
the educational trust of 
Andotra and a former 
government official in 
connection with alleged 
irregularit ies  in  land 
purchase to set up the trust.

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday sought the 
stand of the Centre and city 
government on a PIL seeking 
a direction to the authorities 
to use the “proper mean-
ing” of the term “religion” 
and not use it as a synonym 
of “dharma” in the official 
documents.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice Satish Chandra 
Sharma granted time to the 
governments for respond-
ing to the petition by lawyer 
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay. 
The petition also sought a di-
rection to include a chapter 

on “dharma” & “religion” in 
the syllabus of primary and 
secondary schools “in order 
to educate the masses and 
control the religion-based 
hatred and hate speeches”.

“There is a colonial mind-
set which is being contin-
ued,” stated the petitioner 
before the bench, also com-
prising Justice Tushar Rao 
Gedela. In his petition, the 
petitioner asserted that 
“dharma” is not religion as 
the former is “non-divisive”, 
“non-exclusive” and “tran-
scends narrow boundaries 
of religion”.

“If we try to define reli-
gion then we can say that 
religion is a tradition, not 

dharma. Religion is a cult 
or a spiritual lineage that is 
called a ‘sampradaya’ (com-
munity). So, religion means 
community,” the plea said 
as it prayed that “dharma” 
shouldn’t be used as syn-
onym of “religion” in docu-
ments like birth certificate, 
aadhaar card, school cer-
tificate, ration card, driving 
licence, domicile certificate, 
death certificate and bank 
account etc.

The petition submitted, “In 
daily life, we say this person 
follows ‘Vaishnav dharma’ 
or Jain dharma, or someone 
follows Buddhism or Islam 
or Christianity that’s not 
right. 

The political situation in Ma-
harashtra arising out of the 
Maratha quota demand and 
the Opposition’s prepared-
ness for the next year’s Lok 
Sabha and state assembly 
polls were some of the issues 
that Uddhav Thackeray and 
Sharad Pawar discussed dur-
ing their meeting held a day 
ago, Shiv Sena (UBT) leader 
Sanjay Raut said on Wednes-
day.

Talking to reporters, he said 
the meeting between Sena 
(UBT) chief Thackeray and 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) president Pawar took 

place at the latter’s residence 
‘Silver Oak’ here on Tuesday, 
and lasted for over one-and-
a-half hours.

“Congress leaders were not 
present for the meeting since 
they are busy with election 
campaigns in the five states. 
Uddhavji and Pawar saheb 
discussed the political situ-
ation in Maharashtra after 
the agitation over Maratha 
quota demand and the stand 
that the opposition needs to 
take”, he said.

If the assembly elections 
in Maharashtra are held si-
multaneously with the Lok 
Sabha polls, what should be 
the strategy of the opposition 
and its seat-sharing formula 

was also discussed, the Sena 
(UBT) MP said.

The final meeting will be 
held in Delhi, he said, add-
ing that there is no disagree-
ment among the Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA) allies and 
everything will be finalised 
smoothly, he said.

The MVA comprises Shiv 
Sena (UBT), Sharad Pawar-
led Nationalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP) and Congress. The 
three parties (when Shiv Sena 
and NCP were undivided) 
were in power in Maharash-
tra from November 2019, but 
the dispensation led by Ud-
dhav Thackeray collapsed 
following the rebellion by 
Eknath Shinde in June 2022.

Chief Justice of India, DY 
Chandrachud, has marked 
his one-year anniversary in 
the role, and his accomplish-
ments during this time are 
noteworthy. 

These achievements in-
clude the introduction of 
live streaming for consti-
tution bench hearings, 
streamlining case listings, 
and enhancing the Supreme 
Court’s technological acces-
sibility.

Under his leadership, the 
Supreme Court has achieved 
its full strength of 34 judges 
at one point. Notably, the 
implementation of a Hybrid 

hearing system stands out 
as a significant achievement 
during Chief Justice Chand-
rachud’s tenure.

The CJI has issued direc-
tives for the daily listing of 
10 transfer petitions and 
10 Bail applications before 
each Court. A novel mecha-
nism has been introduced, 
designating specific days 
of the week for addressing 
cases pertaining to specific 
categories, such as Criminal 
matters, MACT matters, and 
Arbitration matters.

Furthermore, a new sys-
tem for mentioning matters 
has been established, ensur-
ing the organized and timely 
presentation of urgent mat-
ters before the court. 

COURT TRIALS

PETITION IN MAHARASHTRA MILESTONES

FORMER J&K MINISTER CHOUDHARY LAL 
SINGH UNDER ED SCANNER

DELHI HC SEEKS CENTRE, GOVT’S STAND ON PIL 
TO DISTINGUISH RELIGION FROM DHARMA

QUOTA DEMAND, LS AND ASSEMBLY POLLS 
DISCUSSED IN THACKERAY-PAWAR MEETING: RAUT

CJI CHANDRACHUD’S ACHIEVEMENTS: 
ADVANCEMENTS IN JUDICIAL TECHNOLOGY

CLARIFICATION

BJP CANNOT STOP DMK FROM WORKING 
FOR THE PEOPLE: TN MINISTER EV VELU

CASH FOR QUERY ROW

‘CBI PROBE ORDERED AGAINST MAHUA MOITRA’ 
CLAIMS BJP’S NISHIKANT DUBEY

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey on 
Wednesday claimed that the 
anti-corruption ombuds-
man Lokpal has ordered a 
CBI based on his complaint 
in the ‘Cash for Query’ row.

In a post on X, Nishikant 
Dubey stated, “Lokpal to-
day, based on my complaint, 
ordered a CBI inquiry 
against MP Mahua ji, who 
committed corruption by 
mortgaging national secu-
rity.”

Earlier, Dubey lodged a 
complaint with the Lokpal 
against the Trinamool Con-
gress leader on 21 October.

Nishikant Dubey stated, 
“(I am) tired of hearing 
CBI, CBI. I filed a complaint 
(against Mahua Moitra) 
with the Lokpal today. The 
Lokpal is the only authority 
that is mandated to look into 
complaints of corruption or 
impropriety against MPs, 
ministers, or other people’s 
representatives.”

Meanwhile, the Ethics 
Committee of the Lok Sab-

ha, which is investigating 
the cash-for-query allega-
tions against Trinamool 
Congress MP Mahua Moi-
tra by BJP MP Nishikant 
Dubey, will now meet on 
November 9 for the “con-
sideration & adoption” of its 
draft report.

Earlier, the meeting of the 
panel headed by Vinod Ku-
mar Sonkar was scheduled 
to be convened on 7 Novem-
ber.

Moitra appeared before 
the Lok Sabha Ethics Com-
mittee on 2 November over 

the cash-for-query allega-
tions against her. Along 
with opposition members of 
the panel, she “walked out” 
of the meeting on Thursday. 
Opposition members raised 
questions over the line of 
questioning and alleged that 
“personal questions” were 
posed to the Trinamool Con-
gress MP.

Moitra alleged that she 
was subjected to humiliat-
ing personal questions from 
the panel.

Under the ‘Cash for Query’ 
charges made by Nishikant 

Dubey against Mahua Moi-
tra, Dubey alleged that the 
Trinamool MP took bribes 
from Dubai-based business-
man Hiranandani to raise 
questions in Parliament to 
target the Adani Group.

Dubey wrote a letter to 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla last month titled “Re-
emergence of nasty ‘Cash 
for Query’ in Parliament”, 
seeking a probe into his alle-
gations. He also claimed that 
Advocate Jai Anant Dehad-
rai provided him with proof 
of alleged bribes.

FARM FIRES

PUNJAB DGP TELLS POLICE OFFICERS TO WORK IN TANDEM 
WITH CIVIL ADMINISTRATION TO STOP STUBBLE BURNING

A day after the Supreme Court issued 
directions to ensure stopping of crop 
residue burning “forthwith”, Punjab 
DGP Gaurav Yadav on Wednesday 
asked the police officers to work in 
tandem with the civil administra-
tion to prevent stubble burning in 
the state.

The DGP also appointed Special 
DGP (Law and Order) Arpit Shukla 
as the police nodal officer to monitor 
action against stubble burning.

“The police nodal officer shall is-
sue suitable directions, hold meet-
ings, conduct tours and collect and 
collate relevant information and put 
up to the DGP Punjab and the Chief 
Secretary so that monitoring of the 
actions being undertaken by the 
police to ensure compliance of the 
directions of the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court is done in an effective manner,” 
the order reads.

Amid a spike in pollution levels in 

Delhi-NCR, the Supreme Court had 
on Tuesday directed Punjab, Hary-
ana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan 
to ensure crop residue burning was 
stopped “forthwith”, saying it cannot 
let “people die” due to pollution.

The apex court bench also made 
the local station house officer (SHO) 
concerned, under the overall su-
pervision of the chief secretary, re-
sponsible for stopping crop residue 

burning.
The DGP ordered all the commis-

sioners of police (CPs) and senior 
superintendents of police (SSPs) to 
devise a foolproof action plan against 
stubble burning, organised crime 
and drug trafficking, and stubble 
burning in Punjab.

He stressed the need for working 
in tandem with the civil administra-
tion to prevent stubble burning in 
the state.

Yadav ordered all the CPs and SSPs 
to hold daily meetings with the dis-
trict magistrates besides ensuring 
that the SHOs should personally pa-
trol the areas in their jurisdictions 
and take steps to stop stubble burn-
ing immediately.

He also directed all the CPs and 
SSPs to divide the districts into sec-
tors and depute a gazetted officer as 
the in-charge of the sector.

The DGP was holding a state-level 
law and order review meeting via 
video conference to review the ac-
tion against organised crime, drug 

trafficking and stubble burning in 
the state.

The meeting was attended by all 
the senior police officers, additional 
DGPs, SSPs and the SHOs.

An official spokesperson of the 
Punjab Police said that depending on 
the area and size of the police station, 
a sufficient number of additional pa-
trolling parties are being activated 
with immediate effect.

He said the civil administration and 
local district police have been work-
ing together to prevent stubble burn-
ing in the state.

Liaison and coordination is main-
tained with the fire department for 
the deployment of fire tenders, he 
added.

The spokesperson also said the 
district police has been directed to 
engage the farmers, citizens and 
various stakeholders to sensitise 
them about the ill-effects of stubble 
burning, which is also a violation of 
law and action, and action could be 
initiated against them.
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Delhi BJP activists staged a 
demonstration near the Bi-
har Bhawan in Chanakya-
puri here on Wednesday 
and demanded Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar’s resig-
nation over his remarks on 
the importance of women’s 
education to control the 
population.

A large number of women 
leaders and workers, includ-
ing those from the Delhi 
BJP’s Mahila Morcha, raised 
slogans against the chief 
minister and demanded him 
to step down for his “vulgar” 
remarks.

Leading the protesters 
outside the Bihar Bhawan, 
Delhi BJP president Viren-
dra Sachdeva said Kumar 
“cannot be forgiven for his 

remarks”.
The Delhi BJP workers 

will continue their struggle 
till Kumar steps down from 
the chief minister’s post, he 
added.

The chief minister, how-
ever, on Wednesday offered 
his apologies both inside and 

outside the Bihar Assembly 
for comments made a day 
before. The Bihar Assembly 
was adjourned on Wednes-
day till 2 pm, soon after the 
proceedings started, as the 
opposition BJP kept de-
manding Kumar’s resigna-
tion.The chief minister, who 

was present in the House, 
rose to offer his explanation 
and said, “I have expressed 
my regret while talking 
to journalists outside the 
House. I am ready to do so 
again. If my words have 
caused any hurt, I condemn 
myself (main apni ninda 
karta hoon).” Regretting his 
remarks in the Bihar Assem-
bly, Kumar clarified that it 
was made in the context of 
women’s education and its 
correlation with the fertility 
rate.  “The context in which I 
made the remarks must not 
be lost sight of. I have always 
been a strong supporter of 
women’s education, and it 
was a eureka moment for 
me when I saw a direct cor-
relation between education 
levels among women and 
fertility rate,» he added.

A blaze erupted in a 5-story 
residential building in Kabir 
Nagar, North East Delhi, on 
Wednesday morning. A 5-year-
old girl suffered burn injuries 

and was promptly taken to the 
hospital. 

Police officials from Welcome 
police station reported that the 
fire, which broke out at 3:22 am 
on November 8 at B 5/14, Street 
No. 4, Kabir Nagar, likely origi-
nated from a short circuit on 

the ground floor, resulting in 
the ignition of five motorcycles 
and one bicycle.  The police of-
ficials confirmed the safe evacu-
ation of all other residents in the 
building and stated that the ex-
act cause of the fire is currently 
under investigation. 

Delhi Police on Wednes-
day seized 510 kg of fire-
crackers and nabbed two 
from the Kartar Nagar 
and the Sonia Vihar areas 
of northeast Delhi.

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Northeast) Joy 
Tirkey stated that officers 
at the New Usmanpur 
police station were tipped 

off about a man selling 
firecrackers near the Ha-
numan temple in Kartar 
Nagar.Tirkey stated, “A 
police team was formed 
that raided the location 
and seized 390 kg of fire-
crackers from one Ankur 
Sharma (23). He disclosed 
that he intended to sell the 
crackers and was expect-
ing a handsome margin.”

In another raid, a spe-
cial team of Khajuri Khas 

police station, acting on a 
tip-off, arrested one Rajesh 
Gupta (47) from Sonia Vi-
har and seized 120 kg of 
firecrackers.

Tirkey stated, “So far, 
we have seized 1,690 kg 
of firecrackers from the 
northeast area. Storing 
such a huge quantity of 
crackers in densely pop-
ulated areas might be a 
serious threat for the resi-
dents.”

Construction of one module 
of the first metro bridge over 
the Yamuna being built using 
the cantilever construction 
technique has been complet-
ed, DMRC Managing Direc-
tor Vikas Kumar has said, 
adding that the entire work 
is expected to be completed 
by September.

The bridge—the fifth 
metro bridge over the Ya-
muna—is being built un-
der Delhi Metro’s ongoing 
Phase IV project. In a recent 
interview, Kumar said that 
this state-of-the-art bridge 
would be “visually appeal-
ing” and become an iconic 
landmark similar to the 
Signature Bridge. Signature 
Bridge, which connects Wa-
zirabad to the inner city, is 
“India’s first asymmetrical 
cable-stayed bridge”. Its py-
lon is the tallest structure in 
Delhi, at double the height 

of the Qutub Minar. The 
bridge boasts a viewing box 
at a height of 154 metres that 
acts as a selfie point. It short-
ens travel time between 
north and northeast Delhi, 
according to the website of 
the North East district. Work 
on the under-construction 
bridge over the Yamuna was 
halted for a few days in July 
when the river had become 
swollen due to the rising 
water level. “The status is 

that almost 50 per cent of 
the work is complete. It is 
in two modules of 290 me-
tres each; the total length is 
580 metres. And, one mod-
ule is complete, having four 
spans,” Kumar said. “Oth-
erwise, the sub-structure is 
complete. The other module 
again comprises four spans; 
this stretch... so, the entire 
stretch is expected to be com-
pleted by September 2024,” 
he added.

The Winter session of Parlia-
ment is likely to commence in 
the second week of December 
and could conclude ahead of 
Christmas, sources said on 
Wednesday.

The session, they said, 
could commence days after 
the counting of votes in five 
states on December 3.

Three key bills that seek to 

replace the IPC, CrPC, and 
the Evidence Act are likely 
to be taken up for consider-
ation during the session, as 
the Standing Committee on 
Home has already adopted 
the three reports recently.

The Winter session usually 
commences in the third week 
of November and concludes 
ahead of December 25. An-
other key bill pending in Par-
liament relates to the appoint-
ment of the chief election 

commissioner and election 
commissioners. Introduced 
in the Monsoon session, the 
government had not pushed 
for its passage in the special 
session of Parliament amid 
protests from the opposition 
and former chief election 
commissioners as it seeks to 
bring on a par the status of the 
CEC and ECs with that of the 
cabinet secretary. At present, 
they enjoy the status of a Su-
preme Court judge.

Delhi govt senDs team to inspect 
shut connaught place smog tower

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday refused to en-
tertain a petition seeking 
permission to allow Chhath 
Puja at the banks of the Ya-
muna river.

A bench of Justice Subra-
monium Prasad cited the 
ban’s purpose in preventing 

pollution in the Yamuna.
As the court appeared in-

clined to dismiss the plea, 
the petitioner requested the 
liberty to withdraw it, which 
was granted.

The petition was filed by 
the Chhath Pooja Sangharsh 
Samiti and Purwanchal Jag-
riti Manch, seeking to set 
aside a Delhi Disaster Man-

agement Authority (DDMA) 
order from October 29, 2021, 
which prohibited the cel-
ebration of Chhath Puja on 
the Yamuna riverbanks in 
Delhi.

The plea, represented by 
advocate Vijay Shankar 
Dubey, sought to direct the 
authorities to permit and 
grant permission for the ob-

servance of Chhath Puja at 
various ghats and along the 
banks of the Yamuna river. 
The counsel for the Delhi 
government also opposed 
the petition.

The plea argued that the 
notification had an adverse 
impact on the 30–40 lakh 
devotees who participate in 
Chhath Puja in Delhi.

The Delhi government on 
Wednesday sent a team to 
inspect the smog tower lo-
cated in Connaught Place, 
which stopped operating fol-
lowing ‘unilateral’ directions 
by Delhi Pollution Control 
Committee (DPCC) chair-
person Ashwani Kumar. 
On Tuesday, the Supreme 
Court directed that the smog 
tower be made operational. 
The air quality in Delhi and 
its suburbs dropped to the 
severe category again on 
Wednesday morning, with 
smoke from post-harvest 
paddy straw burning in 
neighbouring states account-

ing for one-third of the air 
pollution here. The city’s Air 
Quality Index (AQI) stood at 
421, worsening from 395 at 4 
pm on Tuesday.

An official said, “A team 
of Delhi government of-
ficers has been dispatched 

to inspect the smog tower 
and ensure its prompt 
operationalisation.” 
Earlier, Delhi Environment 
Minister Gopal Rai had 
claimed that Kumar, who 
assumed the role of DPCC 
chairperson in December, 

“stopped the release of funds 
to IIT-Bombay and other 
agencies working on the 
smog tower project without 
informing the government.” 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejr iwal  inaugurated 
the over 24-metre-high 
smog tower at Connaught 
Place on August 23, 2021. 
The city government had 
formed a team of experts 
from IIT-Bombay to study 
its impact over two years. 
Sharing smog tower data, 
Rai said that last year, the gi-
ant air purifier could reduce 
air pollution by 70 to 80 per 
cent within a radius of 50 
metres and by 15 to 20 per 
cent up to 300 metres.
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The Delhi government 
said on Wednesday that 
the implementation of 
the odd-even car ration-
ing scheme in the national 
capital will depend on a re-
view of its effectiveness by 
the Supreme Court and the 
issuance of an order.

During a press confer-
ence, Environment Min-
ister Gopal Rai stated that 
the city government would 
present the findings of 
two significant studies 
conducted by the Energy 
Policy Institute of the Uni-
versity of Chicago and the 
Delhi Technical Univer-
sity to assess the scheme’s 
effectiveness for the Su-
preme Court’s review.

Minister Rai emphasized 
that the decision to put the 
odd-even scheme into ac-
tion would be contingent 
on the Supreme Court’s 

evaluation and the issu-
ance of an order. The mat-
ter is scheduled for the 
next hearing on Friday.

On Tuesday, the Supreme 
Court questioned the ef-
ficacy of the Delhi gov-
ernment’s scheme, which 
aims to reduce vehicular 
pollution, and referred to 
it as mere “optics.” Rai had 
previously announced the 
flagship scheme, allowing 
cars to operate on alternate 
days based on their odd or 
even number plates, to be 
enforced from November 
13 to November 20.

In 2016, the Energy Poli-
cy Institute at the Universi-
ty of Chicago and Evidence 
for Policy Design assessed 
the impact of the odd-even 
system and determined 
that Delhi experienced 
a 14–16% reduction in 
PM2.5 levels during the 
hours when the scheme 
was in effect in January of 

that year. However, there 
was no reduction in pollu-
tion when the scheme was 
reintroduced in April.

The entry of app-based 
taxis into Delhi has also 
been prohibited in accor-
dance with the Supreme 
Court’s directive, the 
minister confirmed. Rai 
further mentioned that 
the Delhi government has 
instructed the Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee 
to resume full operation 
of the Connaught Place 
smog tower and release 
the remaining funds to IIT 
Kanpur to restart a study 
aimed at identifying vari-
ous sources of pollution in 
the capital. 

Additionally, Rai an-
nounced that a special 
campaign would be con-
ducted to monitor the open 
burning of waste in Delhi, 
with 611 teams established 
for this purpose.

The Delhi government 
plans to induce ar-
tificial rain through 

cloud seeding this month to 
combat air pollution in the 
national capital, Environ-
ment Minister Gopal Rai said 
on Wednesday.

Rai held a meeting with sci-
entists from IIT-Kanpur, who 
explained that cloud seeding 
can only be attempted when 
there are clouds or moisture 
in the atmosphere.

“Experts anticipate that 
such conditions could devel-
op around November 20–21. 
We have asked the scientists 
to prepare a proposal by 
Thursday that will be submit-
ted to the Supreme Court,” 
the minister told reporters.

Rai emphasised that obtain-
ing the necessary clearances 
and permissions for using 
this technology from both 
the central and state gov-
ernments is a time-sensitive 

matter. The IIT-Kanpur sci-
entists, who have conducted 
research on artificial rain, 
delivered a presentation to 
the minister on September 12.

India Meteorological De-
partment Director General 
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said 
that inducing artificial rain 
can only be attempted when 
there are clouds or moisture 
available.“There have been 
a few attempts in India in 

this regard—in Telangana, 
Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka. 
Globally, research is being 
conducted on artificial rain; 
the basic requirement is 
clouds or moisture. In India, 
research on artificial rain is 
ongoing, but it has not made 
significant progress so far,” 
he said. Delhi Lt Governor 
VK Saxena said in a post on 
X, “A delegation from CII 
and IIT, Kanpur, met today 

to discuss the possibility of 
cloud seeding—artificial rain 
in the capital—for mitigating 
the prevalent air pollution.”

 “Enquired about the effec-
tiveness of the technology 
and asked them to submit a 
concrete proposal,” he added. 
Cloud seeding involves dis-
persing substances into the 
air to encourage condensa-
tion, resulting in precipita-
tion.
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No. 1 Batter in the latest 
ICC Men’s ODI Rank-
ings for Batters, No. 1 
Bowler in the latest ICC 
Men’s ODI Rankings 
for Bowlers. Congratu-
lations to Shubman Gill 
& Mohd. Siraj

You have to be careful 
with Congress, because 
it does not want the 
children of the poor to 
study and move ahead.

BCCI
@BCCI

Within 7  months, 
Shivraj government ate 
Rs 2,300 crore of 54 
lakh women of Mad-
hya Pradesh. The BJP 
government of Mad-
hya Pradesh has taken 
away the rights of old 
people, disabled people 
and widowed women. 
When Congress was 
in power at the Centre, 
we had created ‘Social 
Security Circle’. In this 
cycle, monthly pension 
was given to old people, 
disabled people, wid-
ows and mentally un-
derdeveloped people. 
But the BJP government 
ended it.

Congress
@INCIndia

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

In the Congress govern-
ment, the powerful used 
to capture the houses of 
the poor, but Modi, the 
son of the poor, under-
stood this pain and we 
decided that every fam-
ily should be given the 
legal documents of their 
land and their house, 
for this we started the 
PM Swamitva Yojana. 
Has been.

Happy birthday to re-
spected Lal Krishna 
Advani ji. Advani ji, 
with his tireless hard 
work and organiza-
tional skills, worked to 
nourish the party and 
build workers. Advani 
ji’s incomparable contri-
bution from the incep-
tion of BJP to coming 
to power is an eternal 
source of inspiration for 
every worker. I pray to 
God for his long life and 
good health.

BJP
@BJP4India

Amit Shah
@AmitShah

parliament

remarks on women
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Delhi governmet’s proposal to use artificial rainfall to mitigate poor air quality.
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Deteriorating aQi

thriving innovation LoW PenDenCY

air emergenCY: CaPitaL Chokes on smog 
as aQi remains ‘severe’ 
A thick toxic haze or 

‘smog’ continued to 
hang heavy over the 

national capital as the air 
quality remained in the ‘se-
vere’ category on Wednesday, 
the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) informed.

According to the data 
shared by the CPCB, the 
Air Quality Index (AQI) in 
Anand Vihar was recorded at 
452, while it was at 433, 460, 
382, and 413 at RK Puram, 
Punjabi Bagh, Sri Aurobindo 
Marg and Shadipur, all in the 
‘severe’ category.

Several residents and com-
muters in the national capi-
tal complained of breathing 
problems and urged the gov-
ernment and the authorities 
concerned to mobilise steps 
to curb the runaway air pol-
lution at the earliest.

Voicing concerns over the 
deteriorating air quality, a 
commuter told ANI, “This 
toxic air is giving us breathing 
problems. The government 
should mobilise urgent steps 
to bring us some respite.”

Gulab Singh Shukla, an-
other resident, said, “The 
deteriorating air quality is 
proving to be a public health 
hazard. Residents, especially 
daily commuters, are suf-
fering and the government 
should act at the earliest.”

Jatin, a cyclist, told ANI, 
“The air pollution is getting 
worse and people are liter-
ally struggling to breathe. 

The AQI is deteriorating by 
the day. The government and 
all agencies concerned should 
take note of our problems and 
announce further steps to 
curb pollution.”

Satish Mishra, another resi-
dent, said the governments 
of the norther states were 
trading blame and pointing 
fingers at each other instead 
of trying to control the wors-

ening air pollution.
“If not controlled now, this 

could have a more severe 
impact on public health than 
Covid. Masks are back on the 
faces of residents here as the 

air quality is going from bad 
to worse,” said Mishra.

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday expressed grave 
concern over the hazardous 
air quality in the national 
capital and directed that 
farmers should stop stubble 
burning forthwith in Punjab, 
Haryana, and western Uttar 
Pradesh, saying it was one of 

the major contributors to air 
pollution.

A bench of Justices Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul and Sudhanshu 
Dhulia made the local State 
House Officer, under the 
overall supervision of the 
Chief Secretary and the Di-
rector General of Police, re-
sponsible for preventing crop 
burning.

It further directed that a 
meeting be held on Wednes-
day between the states to 
ensure that crop burning is 
stopped forthwith.

Further, the top court noted 
that smog towers installed as 
per an earlier order are not 
working and directed the 
government to ensure they 
are repaired.

The top court also asked 
chief Secretaries of the states 
to hold a meeting either 
physically or by Zoom on 
the pollution issue. “Eminent 
Secretary should call for a 
meeting tomorrow, whether 
physically or via Zoom. All 
stakeholders will connect to 
ensure that we have a better 
picture and some redemption 
by Friday,” it added.

It also observed that 
schemes like odd-even for 
vehicles to tackle pollution 
issues mere optics.

Air pollution levels can 
be high during the winter 

months for a number of 
reasons, including dust and 
vehicular pollution, dry-cold 
weather, stubble burning, 
burning crop residues after 
the harvest season, and com-
muting.

Cold air is denser and 
moves slower than warm 
air, so it traps pollution and 
doesn’t whisk it away. This 
means that air pollution in 
winter remains in place for 
much longer than during the 
summer.

According to doctors, for 
any healthy person, a rec-
ommended AQI should be 
less than 50, but these days 
the AQI has spiked beyond 
400, which could prove fatal 
for those suffering from lung-
related diseases and even 
pose a risk of lung cancer.

Meanwhile, the air qual-
ity index (AQI) in Prayagraj 
district in neighbouring Uttar 
Pradesh, slipped to the ‘poor’ 
category on Wednesday. 
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A recent study by the World Intellec-
tual Property Organisation (WIPO) 
has revealed that patent applications 
from India experienced a remarkable 
31.6% increase in 2022, reaching a to-
tal of 55,718. This achievement marks 
the sixth consecutive year of growth, 
highlighting India’s thriving innova-
tion landscape.

Despite this significant increase, 
India’s total patent applications re-
mained considerably lower than those 
of countries like China, the United 
States, Japan, the Republic of Korea, 
and Germany, which maintained their 
positions as the top patent-filing na-
tions in 2022.

For India, this marks the sixth con-
secutive year of patent application 
growth, with 2022 registering the fast-
est increase since 2005. Notably, 13 out 
of the top 20 patent offices worldwide 
received a greater number of patent 
applications in 2022 compared to the 
previous year.

Globally, innovators submitted a re-
cord-breaking 3.46 million patent ap-
plications in 2022, marking the third 
consecutive year of growth at 1.7% 
over 2021. This positive trend followed 
a 3% decline in 2019 due to the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, demon-
strating the resilience of the global in-
tellectual property landscape.

The substantial growth in patent ap-
plications can be attributed to a surge 
in filings by China, which submitted 

33,605 more applications than in 2021. 
Additionally, India’s intellectual prop-
erty office contributed significantly 
with 15,495 additional applications. 
South Africa and the European Patent 
Office (EPO) also played a crucial role 
in driving global growth with 3,030 
and 4,832 additional applications, re-
spectively.

In terms of patent applications by 
area of innovation in large middle-in-
come countries, the following sectors 
dominated: Brazil excelled in other 
special machines (8.4% of total pub-
lished applications), Malaysia in com-
puter technology (9.6%), Mexico in 
pharmaceuticals (12.1%), and Turkey 
in medical technology (7.5%).

China led the pack with around 1.58 
million patent applications in 2022, 
covering both domestic and foreign 
jurisdictions. The United States, Ja-
pan, the Republic of Korea, and Ger-
many followed with 5,05,539, 4,05,361, 
2,72,315, and 1,55,896 applications, re-
spectively.

The report also highlighted India’s 
remarkable growth in annual trade-
mark applications, which rose from 
below 100,000 in 2006 to nearly 
480,000 in 2022. Brazil and India 
were the only two offices among the 
top five to receive more trademark ap-
plications in 2022 compared to 2021.

An astounding 11.8 million trade-
mark applications, covering 15.5 mil-
lion classes, were filed in 2022. No-
tably, the number of classes specified 
in applications fell by 14.5% in 2022, 
marking the first annual reduction in 

application class count since 2009.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi celebrated this achievement, 
emphasizing that the surge in patent 
applications reflects the nation’s bur-
geoning innovation spirit. He shared a 
link to the WIPO post on social media, 
highlighting India’s 31.6% growth in 
patent applications, extending an un-
matched 11-year streak.

The WIPO report revealed that intel-
lectual property filings have continued 
to grow despite the challenges posed 
by the pandemic. Developing coun-
tries are increasingly driving innova-
tion and creativity, showing the great-
est growth rates. However, uncertainty 
continues to impact the global innova-
tion ecosystem, with venture capital 
funding dropping in many parts of the 
world. The report calls for supporting 
good ideas that can change the world 
for the better without compromising 
on quality.

In addition to the remarkable surge 
in patent applications, the report not-
ed a 14.5% decline in trademark appli-
cation class counts and a 2.1% decline 
in industrial design filing activity in 
2022, indicating changing patterns in 
work and life due to the pandemic.

The impressive growth of India’s pat-
ent applications underscores the coun-
try’s growing innovation prowess and 
its position as a key player in the global 
intellectual property landscape. With 
a focus on supporting innovation and 
creativity, India is poised to continue 
its remarkable journey in the world of 
patents and intellectual property.

inDia sees reCorD 31.6% rise in Patent 
aPPLiCations in 2022; aheaD of China, U.k.

Centre, ministries reDress 1.23 
Lakh PUbLiC grievanCes in oCtober

A total of 1,23,491 grievances were re-
dressed by the central ministries and 
departments in October 2023, accord-
ing to the 18th report on Central minis-
tries and departments published by the 
Department of Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances (DARPG) said.

As per the monthly report released 
by the Centralised Public Grievance 
Redressal and Monitoring System 
(CPGRAMS), the Central Secretariat 
recorded the lowest-ever pendency in 
grievances and appeals in October, the 
report mentioned.

This monthly report provides a de-
tailed analysis of types and categories 
of public grievances and the nature of 
disposal.

As per DARPG, the average grievance 
disposal time in the central ministries 
and departments in 2023, from January 
to October, is 19 days. These reports are 
part of the 10-step CPGRAMS reform 
process, which was adopted by DARPG 
to improve the quality of disposal and 
reduce timelines.

In October, the report says, the BSNL 
Feedback Call Centre collected 1,00,815 
feedbacks, which is the highest number 
of feedbacks collected since its inception 
in July, 2022. Out of the total feedbacks 
collected, 38 per cent of citizens ex-
pressed satisfaction with the resolution 
provided to their respective grievances.

In the same report, it was submitted 
that the Common Service Centres has 
started organising CSC-CPGRAMS 
Grievance Day on the 20th of every 
month from October, 2023 to increase 
outreach of CPGRAMS through the 
CSC. It was also informed that DARPG 
signed a Non-Disclosure Agreement 
(NDA) with Microsoft on October 16 as 
part of a larger project to collaborate on 
data sharing.

The report further states that 1,13,323 
Public Grievance (PG) cases were re-
ceived on the CPGRAMS portal. Of 
them, 1,23,491 PG cases were redressed 
and there exists a pendency of 57,211 PG 

cases as of October 31.
The pendency in the Central Secre-

tariat has decreased from 66,835 PG 
cases at the end of September this year 
to 57,211 PG cases at the end of October.

In the same month, the report says, 
a total of 23,561 appeals were received 
and 27,696 appeals were disposed of. 
The pendency of appeals in the Central 
Secretariat has decreased from 24,258 
appeals at the end of September to 20,123 

appeals at the end of October.
Department of Justice and the Depart-

ment of Food and Public Distribution 
are the top performers in the Grievance 
Redressal Assessment and Index within 
Group A for October.

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion and the Department of Legal Affairs 
are the top performers in the Grievance 
Redressal Assessment and Index within 
Group B for the last month. 
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Curbing pollution is 
everybody’s duty: gopal rai

sC upholds order on priests’ 
appointment in tn temples

exClusive

‘agamiC’ tradition Congress CritiCised

Court’s mandate

in Custody

In view of the soon-to-be-
held Assembly polls in Mad-
hya Pradesh, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has dis-
patched its star campaigners 
to triumph over Opposition 
parties in the state.

Former Himachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Jairam 
Thakur visited Indore and 
criticised the Congress, 
claiming that their promises 
were empty. He expressed 
concerns that the same situ-
ation may occur in Madhya 
Pradesh as in Himachal 
Pradesh. Thakur spoke with 
journalists at the BJP’s media 
centre in Indore and high-
lighted various unfulfilled 

promises made by the Con-
gress in Himachal Pradesh. 
These included pledges of 
300 units of free electricity, 
financial support for women, 
and job opportunities for the 
youth, all of which were not 
delivered. He also mentioned 
broken promises regarding 
agricultural pricing, cow 
dung, and milk purchases.

Another BJP’s promi-

nent campaigner and Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath visited the 
Udaipur Legislative Assem-
bly in Raisen district and 
endorsed the BJP candidate. 
He discussed Rahul Gandhi’s 
visit to Kedarnath and stated 
that the Congress was losing 
elections across the states, 
stressing the development 
under Prime Minister Mo-

di’s leadership in Madhya 
Pradesh. He highlighted the 
government’s achievements, 
such as providing cooking 
gas connections to impover-
ished women and reserving 
33% of seats for women. Yogi 
encouraged the electorate to 
vote for BJP candidates and 
linked the significance of 
Sachi to enlightenment and 
the presence of stupas on the 

200-rupee note.
Following the suit, Union 

Minister Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia, who participated in 
election meetings in Mad-
hya Pradesh, met with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in Guna and flayed 
the Congress during a pub-
lic meeting, praising Modi 
as a globally popular leader 
who has genuinely worked 
to improve the lives of the 
poor. He mentioned vari-
ous government schemes, 
including free food distribu-
tion and the Ayushman Card 
for healthcare. He also talked 
about initiatives like the Ujj-
wala scheme, providing free 
gas connections, and finan-
cial support for farmers and 
women.

BJP unleashes star campaigners in  
MP to ensure party’s victory in polls

KarnataKa govt to fully 
implement sC’s Cauvery water 
alloCation to bengaluru

Court taKes CognizanCe of 
Charge-sheet against KhaKha, 
wife in minor’s rape Case

the orders of 
the SC only.

Q: Why is there a 
political blame game 
over the grim pollu-

tion situation?
A: The AAP government has 
never involved itself in any 
sort of blame game. It is the 
Centre which puts blame on 

the Delhi government for not 
controlling the bad air situ-
ation. 

In fact, it is a collective re-
sponsibility for everybody—
be it the Delhi government, 
Centre, common people. 
So, just to blame the AAP 
government is not a good 
proposition. Stubble burn-

ing is a recurring issue that 
has its origin in Haryana and 
Punjab. 

The government must de-
vise a plan for farmers so 
that they do not indulge in 
any kind of stubble burn-
ing and unless and until it is 
done, no permanent solution 
of pollution can be expected. 

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday refused to va-
cate its September 25 order, 
which directed the Tamil 
Nadu government to main-
tain the existing conditions 
regarding the appointment of 
priests (‘archakas’) in temples 
following the ‘Agamic’ tradi-
tion in the state. 

A bench comprising Jus-
tices A.S. Bopanna and M.M. 
Sundresh prima facie did not 
agree to submissions of senior 
advocate Dushyant Dave, ap-
pearing for the Tamil Nadu 
government, that the state was 
entitled to appoint “archakas”. 

Dave argued that the ap-

pointment of ‘archakas’ is a 
secular function, and there-
fore, the state has the authority 
to make these appointments. 
The bench pointed out that the 
issue revolves around the state 
government not adhering to 
the procedures prescribed 
under the ‘agama’ tradition 
when appointing ‘archakas’ in 
temples of a specific denomi-
nation. The ‘agamas’ consist 
of tantric literature within 
Hindu schools, with three 
branches: ‘Shaiva, Vaish-
nava, and Shakta.’ The top 
court was hearing petitions 
which alleged that the state 
government was interfering 
with the hereditary appoint-
ment system of ‘archakas’ in 
‘Agama temples’ by permit-

ting individuals from other 
denominations to become 
‘archakas’ after completing a 
one-year certificate course in 
‘archakas’ offered by schools 
under the Tamil Nadu admin-
istration. On September 25, 
the bench ordered a status 
quo, which, according to the 
state government, would halt 
the appointment of 2,405 ‘ar-
chakas’ in temples across the 
state. The SC has set the peti-
tions for further hearing on 
January 25, 2024, and clari-
fied that it will not stay the 
ongoing proceedings before 
the Madras High Court on a 
similar issue. The bench asked 
the lawyer to inform the high 
court that the Supreme Court 
is seized of the matter.

bad to worse

graft linKs

Change of taCK

stage vandalized

misogynist remarKs

population Control

bJp infighting taKes ugly turn in bengal

Nitish’s remarks on women cringe-
worthy, obscene: Annamalai

‘no shame’: pm modi tears into 
nitish for ‘insulting’ women

Bihar Chief Minister has lost his 
“mental stability.”

“It’s objectionable; Nitish Ku-
mar has lost his mental stability 

the way he spoke about women. Tejashwi 
Yadav’s statement in its support is also ob-
jectionable. Nitish Kumar is no longer worthy 
of holding the position of CM. You have de-
stroyed the culture of this country. He should 
apologise and detach himself from politics,” 
Rai said.

Defending Nitish Kumar, Bihar Deputy CM 
Tejashwi Yadav said on Tuesday that it was 

wrong to misinterpret the Chief Minister’s 
remarks as he was speaking about sex educa-
tion. “Let me tell you one thing. It is wrong if 
someone misinterprets it. The remarks of the 
CM were regarding sex education. People are 
hesitant whenever the topic of sex education 
is discussed. This is now taught in schools. 
Science and biology are taught in schools. 
Children learn it. He said what should be 
done practically to stop the increase in popu-
lation. This should not be taken in a wrong 
manner. It should be taken as a sex educa-
tion,” Yadav said.

ordered to 
preponed so that 
schools can be 
totally closed and 

both children and teachers 
can stay at home,” it said.

Heads of schools have 
been directed to convey this 
information to parents im-
mediately. Delhi Environ-
ment Minister Gopal Rai on 
Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing of all departments con-
cerned to ensure compliance 
with the instructions given by 
the Supreme Court yesterday 
regarding pollution. Trans-
port Minister Kailash Gahlot 
and Revenue Minister Atishi 
were also present. 

“I want to thank the SC for 
giving the instruction to re-
start the smog tower, which 
was shut down by the DPCC 
Chairman. I want to thank 
the SC for giving instructions 
for the real-time study data to 
be published,” Rai said.

“I have been continuously 
appealing to the Centre 
that there should be a joint 
work. In Delhi, we are con-
tinuously implementing the 
rules of GRAP. But the way 

our neighbouring govern-
ments are sitting silently, I 
think that after the order of 
the Supreme Court, meet-
ings will now be held and 
rules will be implemented...I 
have been continuously de-
manding that firecrackers be 
banned in the states around 
us. BJP wants to control pol-
lution only by making state-
ments. I think the Supreme 
Court order regarding the 
ban on firecrackers will have 
an impact,” he added. Gopal 
Rai further said that the Delhi 
government will give com-
plete information regarding 
the odd-even vehicle plan to 
the Supreme Court on Friday, 
after which a decision will be 
taken on whether odd-even 
will be implemented from 
November 13 or not. Delhi 
Education Minister Atishi 
on Sunday announced the 
closure of primary classes of 
all schools until November 
10 and said schools have the 
option of teaching online for 
classes 6 to 12.

“The Supreme Court has 
given its observations of what 
needs to be implemented in 

Delhi and we have called for 
a meeting with the concerned 
ministers and officers so that 
we can implement whatever 
instructions Delhi has got. 
The SC has given the order 
to end stubble burning in 
whichever state it has been 
happening,” Rai said.

Despite worsening air qual-
ity in several parts of the 
country and pollution levels 
posing a threat to the health 
of people, stubble-burning in-
cidents were reported in the 
Mamdot area of Ferozepur, 
Punjab.

A thick toxic haze or ‘smog’, 
continued to hang heavy over 
the national capital as the air 
quality remained in the ‘se-
vere’ category on Wednesday, 
the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) said. The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday ex-
pressed grave concern over 
the hazardous air quality in 
the national capital and di-
rected that farmers should 
stop stubble burning forth-
with in Punjab, Haryana, 
and western Uttar Pradesh, 
saying it was one of the major 
contributors to air pollution.

come from 
the godowns of 
central agency 
FCI to the Chan-

daks’ mills.
The source also claimed 

that the Chandaks’ complic-
ity in the PDS scam became 
evident when investigation 
revealed that the company 
would sell the rice and flour 
in the open market after 
being packaged through 
this company. Sources said 

that the name of Chandak 
cropped up during the 
course of interrogations 
of the present and former 
personal assistant of the ED 
sleuths in this connection. 
The Chandak brothers were 
found to have been close to 
the arrested former Food & 
Supplies Minister Jyoti Priya 
Mallick. 

The Enforcement Director-
ate also circulated an official 
media release about the ar-

rest of Jyoti Priya Mallick. 
The release stated that inves-
tigations had revealed

that approximately 30% 
of PDS ration intended for 
Priority Households (PHH), 
RSKY and Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana (AAY) beneficiaries 
was diverted to the open 
market and the proceeds of 
crime generated from the 
same were shared between 
the millers and the PDS dis-
tributors.

‘Severe’ pollution: Schools in 
Delhi to shut from Nov 9-18

bihar fodder sCam aCCused also  
aCtive in bengal ration sCam: ed

in strategy reJig, KCr redireCts his 
attention towards KarnataKa

In a significant development, the Karnataka government has 
issued an order to fully implement the Supreme Court’s 2018 
directive, reserving 24 TMC (Thousand Million Cubic Feet) 
of Cauvery water annually for drinking water purposes in 
Bangalore and its surrounding areas. This decision comes af-
ter years of non-compliance with the court’s mandate, which 
previously allowed only 18 TMC of water for the city.

Deputy Chief Minister (DCM) D.K. Shivakumar announced 
the government’s intention to comply with the Supreme 
Court order at Karnataka Bhavan in Delhi. He stated, “In 2018, 
the Supreme Court had stipulated that 24 TMC of water could 
be used for drinking water purposes in Bangalore. But until 
now, no action had been taken in this matter. Now, by utilizing 
the remaining 6 TMC water, we have decided to use the full 
24 TMC for drinking purposes.”

Shivakumar also revealed that the Karnataka government is 
actively discussing the Mekedatu Dam issue during the 89th 
meeting of the Cauvery Water Management Authority. He 
stressed that the issue of water distribution and availability 
would be fully disclosed during a demonstration before the 
authority.

Addressing concerns raised by Tamil Nadu, Shivakumar 
stated, “Our first priority is to ensure drinking water supply 
in Bangalore, as directed by the Supreme Court. We will not 
relinquish our rights and will adhere to the court’s order. We 
are making every effort to reserve an adequate amount of wa-
ter in the KRS (Krishnarajasagara) reservoir and throughout 
the Cauvery basin.”

Regarding Tamil Nadu’s proposals to link rivers within their 
state, Shivakumar noted, “It is an internal matter for Tamil 
Nadu. We also plan and allocate a fixed amount of water to 
them. Therefore, Tamil Nadu should not pose any impedi-
ment to us.”

This decision by the Karnataka government to adhere to 
the Supreme Court’s water allocation order is expected to sig-
nificantly impact water distribution in the region, ensuring 
a more equitable supply for Bangalore and its surroundings. 
The authorities have called on the Supreme Court and con-
cerned parties to support and facilitate the Mekedatu project, 
which aims to alleviate water scarcity issues and benefit the 
state of Tamil Nadu as well.

Delhi’s Tis Hazari court on Wednesday took cognizance of 
the charge sheet filed against the Delhi government’s former 
Deputy director Premoday Khakha and his wife. 

They have been in custody for the alleged rape of a minor. 
Special Judge (POCSO) Richa Parihar took cognizance of the 
charge sheet. The copy of the charge has also been supplied 
to the accused. The matter has been listed on December 5 for 
the scrutiny of documents. According to the sources, Delhi 
Police is likely to file a Supplementary charge sheet against 
the son and daughter of Khakha. They have been granted 
protection from arrest from the Supreme Court. Premoday 
Khakha and his wife Seema Rani are in judicial custody. Delhi 
police produced both the accused persons before the court. 
The mother of the victim was also called by the judge. The 
judge conducted the hearing in a closed courtroom.

Accused Premoday Khakha allegedly sexually harassed his 
friend’s minor daughter for several months and impregnated 
her. The minor girl told the police she moved to Khakha’s house 
in Burari to overcome the grief of losing her father. Khakha 
allegedly first raped her on October 31, 2020, and then several 
times until January 21, 2021, when she got pregnant. She was 
given abortion pills when she told Khakha’s wife about the 
sexual abuse. The Delhi Police in August arrested Khakha and 
his wife. Earlier, the Deputy Commissioner of Police (North) 
Sagar Singh Khalsi stated that Khakha’s wife threatened the 
victim and made the minor victim undergo an abortion.

state leaders with 
whom Hazra had 
never had comfort-
able relations.

In the past few months, 
Anupam Hazra’s statements 
before media and supporters 
have created a lot of contro-
versy. 

It is also reported that the 
state BJP leadership has 
lodged a complaint with the 
central BJP against Hazra.

On the other hand, Anupam 
Hazra also made various alle-
gations against a section of the 
state and district leadership. 
He went live on Facebook 
about this on Wednesday 

morning and when several 
people expressed their anger 
against the State leaders, Anu-
pam said that even though he 
was a central leader of the BJP 
who was specifically sent to 
Bengal by BJP president 
Nadda, he was not invited to 
any state BJP meeting or func-
tion. If invited, it was timed in 
such a way that the ceremony 
would get over before he ar-
rived, he remarked.

Hazra also expressed ap-
prehensions about the state 
of affairs within the party and 
wondered if state president 
Sukanta Majumdar would 
be able to retain his own 

Lok Sabha seat in the 2024 
general elections. Shamik 
Chakraborty, state spokes-
person of the BJP, refused to 
comment on remarks made by 
“a central leader” but said that 
“this kind of behaviour was 
not expected nor desirable in 
a disciplined party like ours”.

Trinamool Congress spokes-
person Kunal Ghosh likened 
the visit of Anupam Hazra to 
a “circus which comes to town 
in the winter,” and without 
naming Hazra who was a 
Trinamool MP earlier, said: 
“the BJP is now feeling the 
pain of having a madman in 
their midst.”

and will not 
do any good for 
the damage he 
caused yesterday 

in the Bihar Assembly.”
Annamalai also posted 

the video of Nitish Kumar 
speaking on the Assembly 
floor on his social media 
and wrote, “It is dishearten-
ing to hear such language 
on the floor of the Assembly 
by the CM of Bihar, Thiru 
Nitish Kumar. The effect of 
being in alliance with the 
RJD & the I.N.D.I.A bloc is 
felt and has redefined his 
idea of women’s empower-
ment.”

The National Commis-
sion for Women (NCM) 
put out a statement on X 
(formerly Twitter) on No-
vember 7, saying, “National 
Commission for Women, 
vehemently condemns the 
recent statements made by 
Nitish Kumar in the Vidhan 
Sabha concerning women’s 
fertility and education and 
linking it to the population 
of the country. Such re-
marks are not only regres-
sive but also egregiously in-
sensitive to women’s rights 
and choices. Bihar’s Chief 
Minister should issue an 
apology to women across 

the country for these deeply 
offensive remarks.”

However, Bihar’s Deputy 
Chief Minister Tejashwi Ya-
dav has defended the Bihar 
CM’s statement and said, “It 
is wrong if someone misin-
terprets it. The Chief Min-
ister’s remarks pertained 
to sex education. People 
are often hesitant when it 
comes to sex education. It is 
now being taught in schools 
just as other subjects are. 
Children are learning about 
it. He only said what should 
be done to control the popu-
lation. His words should be 
taken in their proper sense.”

Congress’s hope of winning 
Telangana, combined with the 
TDP and YSRCP’s decision to sit 
out the Telangana Assembly elec-

tions.
While the sentiment related to Andhra 

occasionally comes up, particularly during 
visits to the Andhra-Telangana border re-
gions, it is no longer the central focus of the 
campaign. Rather, discussions in Telangana 
politics now revolve around any repercus-
sions or protests against the government in 
Karnataka. Recent incidents, such as protests 
by farmers in Karnataka demanding a stable 
power supply and the Income Tax Depart-
ment seizing cash from a contractor in Ben-
galuru, have reverberated in Telangana.

The most recent controversy involves an 
alleged fake letter from Karnataka Deputy 
Chief Minister and state Congress chief DK 
Shivakumar, supposedly urging Foxconn 
Hyderabad to move their Apple manufac-
turing unit, which is under construction, to 
Bengaluru. This letter has circulated widely 
in political circles.

K.T. Rama Rao, Telangana’s IT Minister and 
the son of KCR, has emphasized the essential 
role of K Chandrashekar Rao’s leadership in 
safeguarding Telangana’s interests, using the 
D.K. Shivakumar letter as an example. It is 
evident that even with Andhra regional par-
ties stepping back, the BRS (formerly TRS) 
continues to champion the Telangana senti-
ment. 
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ALLIANCE 

ALLEgAtIoN

H D KumArAswAmy uNItEs JD(s) mLAs, ruLEs out DEfECtIoN

Brs CHEAtED poor IN tHE NAmE of 2 
BHK HousEs : sALmAN KHursHID

JD(S) Karnataka Presi-
dent H D Kumaraswamy 
on Wednesday expressed 
faith in the party’s legis-
lators and said none of 
them would jump ship to 
the Congress as claimed by 
the ruling party.

The former chief minister 
questioned the ruling par-
ty’s “duplicity” in accusing 
the BJP of ‘Operation Lo-
tus’ while its own leaders, 
including Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar, are making open 
claims about MLAs and 
leaders from the BJP and 
JD(S) joining the Congress.
The JD(S) leadership con-
vened a meeting of its legis-
lators and party leaders in 

this district headquarters 
town yesterday to convey 
a message of unity, amid 
reports that many of its 
legislators would defect 
to the Congress.All the 
legislators also visited the 
famous Hasanamba temple 
here and offered prayers.

“Out of 19 MLAs in yes-

terday’s meeting, 18 MLAs 
have attended. The 19th 
MLA -- who has not come 
-- Sharanagouda Kandakur 
(Gurmitkal MLA) is like a 
son of our house. He is in 
a bit of confusion. Will set 
things right; it is not a big 
issue,” Kumaraswamy said.

There is none in the par-

ty who is disgruntled and 
wants to quit “falling prey 
to the allurements of the 
Congress government”, 
he said. 

“Despite the hate politics 
of this government, by not 
supporting development 
in their constituencies (of 
JDS MLAs), none of our 
MLAs will quit the party 
under pressure from the 
Congress.” However, Kan-
dakur, who is unhappy 
over JD(S)’s alliance with 
BJP, speaking to reporters 
in Bengaluru, said he did 
not attend the party meet-
ing as he had to attend a 
“committee meeting” in 
Bengaluru. He said he 
had “not informed” the 
party about his inability 
to attend.Asked whether 
he was disgruntled with 
the party, the MLA said, 

“There is no such thing. 
Even if it is there, such a 
thing cannot be shared be-
fore the media... I have al-
ready shared my unhappi-
ness over the alliance with 
BJP with the leadership.”

He said he met the chief 
minister and other minis-
ters but it was only to talk 
about development works, 
and that no one from the 
Congress has contacted 
him. “According to me, 
Congress has no such need 
as they have 136 MLAs.”

Party president Kuma-
raswamy asserted that all 
JD(S) workers are united 
like a family and said the 
meeting was called to give 
clarity and to send a mes-
sage of unity, amid a mis-
information campaign 
that five to eight legislators 
might quit the party.

Senior Congress leader and for-
mer union minister Salman 
Khurshid on Wednesday ac-

cused the K Chandrasekhar Rao-
led BRS government in Telangana of 
‘not fulfilling’ its election promise of 
constructing double-bedroom hous-
es for the poor. Addressing a press 
conference here, Khurshid said the 
Congress government built more 
than 22.89 lakh new houses for the 
poor in Telangana between 2004-14. 
He said that while the BRS promised 
to construct 5.7 lakh 2 BHK houses 
by 2024, but it has been implement-
ing the scheme only on a ‘sample’ 
basis.

‘KCR commented that ‘Indiramma 
Indulu’ (houses) provided by the 

Congress government from 2004-14 
were of matchbox size, and he prom-
ised 2BHK houses as part of the 2014 
manifesto,’ Khurshid said, alleging 
that the BRS government, however, 
‘cheated’ the poor in the name of con-
structing 2BHK houses for them.

‘Why have you failed to distribute 
5.7 lakh houses under 2 BHK hous-
ing scheme? How many houses have 
been constructed and allocated so 
far, and what is the timeline for com-
pleting the scheme,’ the Congress 
leader asked. Khurshid pointed out 
there are enough funds to construct 
‘Pragati Bhavan’, the CM’s camp 
office-cum-official residence, and 
asked ‘why there are no funds, time 
and land for construction of 2 BHK 
houses for the poor’.

The BRS government had allo-
cated a total of Rs 23,679 crore for 
the 2 BHK scheme from the finan-
cial year 2016-17 till 2020-21, but it 
released only Rs 383 crore, as per an 
RTI report, he said. He alleged that 
the 2 BHK houses are being given to 
only a few loyalists of BRS leaders.

‘Budgets have indicated that 
money has been allocated, but not 
released. The houses have not been 
built. The one that that have been 
built are lying vacant due to poor 
quality of construction. The fact is 
that people are homeless, people 
have not been given the homes they 
were promised,’ the Congress leader 
alleged.

Khurshid sought to draw a con-
trast between the BRS and his party, 
saying in neighbouring Karnataka, 
and in Himachal Pradesh and other 
Congress-ruled states, it has fulfilled 
the promises it made to the people. 
He assured the people that if Con-
gress comes to power in Telangana 
in the November 30 polls, it would 
fulfil its six guarantees in the state 
as well.
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Court CAsE

ED summoNs ABHIsHEK BANErJEE 
AgAIN IN sCHooL JoBs sCAm CAsE 

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has summoned Ab-
hishek Banerjee, Trinamool 
Congress number two and 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee’s nephew, 
for a fresh round of question-
ing on Thursday in connec-
tion with the school jobs for 
cash scam case in which for-
mer Education Minister Par-
tha Chatterjee has spent more 
than 16 months in custody.

Abhishek Banerjeee is the 
Trinamool Congress na-
tional general secretary and 
party’s Lok Sabha MP from 
Diamond Harbour constitu-
ency.Shashi Panja, the State’s 
Women & Child Develop-
ment and Social Welfare Min-
ister and TMC spokesperson, 
confirmed that Abhishek Ba-
nerjee would be going to ED’s 
Salt Lake office on Thursday.

“Abhishek Banerjee has 
been called by the ED yet 
again tomorrow. He has to 
appear, and he has confirmed 
that he will go to the agency’s 
office. It was his birthday yes-
terday and a birthday pres-
ent from the ED—the sum-
mons—came to his office”, 
Panja said.

“He has been very respon-
sible in the matter since the 
very first day,” Panja said, 
adding that the party national 
general secretary is a “victim 
of vendetta politics.”

The Minister claimed that 
the Trinamool Congress is 
the BJP’s “target”, and the de-
velopments are in the context 
of the upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections. She said that Ab-
hishek would appear and re-
spond to the ED’s questions, 
but the investigation would 
have no end. “It’s a witch-
hunt”, Panja alleged.

She added that such sum-
mons were agenda-driven 
and politically motivated 
to disturb his political pro-
grammes in the wake of the 
Lok Sabha elections next year. 
“This is also an attempt to ma-
lign the image of the party as 
well as to malign the image of 
West Bengal. Such attempts 
are going on for quite some 
time”, she added.

However, state BJP spokes-
man Samik Bhattacharya 
rubbished the allegation of 
political vendetta. “The cen-
tral agency investigation in 
the school job case is going 
as per the order of the court 
and is also court-monitored. 
What has BJP to do with that? 
If Trinamool Congress smells 
anything wrong in the sum-
mons, they can approach the 
court”, he said.

Banerjee has been ques-
tioned by the agency in the 
case in the past as well. He 
was interrogated by the fi-
nancial probe agency for nine 
hours over the alleged school 
jobs scam in Bengal, follow-
ing which the parliamentar-
ian had asserted that the in-
terrogation was an attempt 
to stop him from attending 
the coordination committee 
meeting of the Opposition’s 
INDIA bloc.

Suprotim mukherjee
KolKata

tHE mEEtINg

Silent Conversation exhibition by NTCA and Sankala Foundation conclude

The first everart exhibition of its kind, the 
‘Silent Conversation: From Margins to the 
Centre’ organized by the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA), Minis-
try of Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change, Govt of India and Sankala Foun-
dation at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi 
on from 3 – 5 November, 2023 concluded 

successfully. 
The ‘Silent Conversation’was inaugurat-

ed by the Hon’ble President of India, Smt. 
Droupadi Murmu on 3rd November, 2023. 
In her address, the President emphasized 
the necessity for a comprehensive and 
united approach in light of the pressing 
issue of climate change. This approach is 
imperative not only for safeguarding the 
environment but also for the very survival 
of humanity. She underscored the impor-

tance of embracing the life principles prac-
ticed by tribal communities, noting that 
there are valuable lessons to be learned 
from them on how to lead a prosperous 
and contented life while coexisting har-
moniously with nature.

The President was presented with a me-
mento by an artist belonging to the Mahar 
community of Kanha Tiger Reserve. The 
painting titled Baghdev in dot/ bindu style 
represents how Maharsengage in night 

time worship rituals under the blue sky, 
seeking the tiger’s eternal protection. 

The inaugural was also graced by Shri 
Bhupender Yadav, Minister of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate Change, 
Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, MoS, 
MoEF&CC, Smt. Leena Nandan, Secre-
tary, MoEF&CC, Shri Bharat Lal, Secre-
tary General, NHRC; Shri C. P. Goel, DG 
(Forests)& Special Secretary, MoEF&CC, 
Shri S. P. Yadav, Additional DGF (Project 

Tiger) & Member Secretary, NTCA and 
senior officials from the government. A 
number of ambassadors/ high commis-
sioner and other diplomats, eminent 
people, art and wildlife lovers, attended 
the meet.  The exhibition showcased the 
exceptional talent of 43 artists from 12 
different states across India, represent-
ing a myriad of art styles such as Gond, 
Bhil, Patachitra, Khovar, Sohrai, Warli, 
and many more. 

top of the day
sEArCH for 
mIssINg AssAm 
Cop oN
aiZawl: a search is on 
for the assam policeman 
who went missing while 
on election duty for the 
november 7 Mizoram as-
sembly poll, a senior police 
officer said on wednesday.
sabin nath, a 43-year-old 
constable in the 9th battal-
ion of assam Police, went 
missing on sunday morn-
ing from ngopa village in 
saitual district near the 
Manipur border, Mizoram 
inspector general of 
Police (Headquarters) 
lalbiakthanga Khiangte 
told Pti. He along with 
other security personnel 
were deployed for election 
duty in the village. saitual 
deputy commissioner said 
that a commandant of the 
9th battalion of assam po-
lice arrived from guwahati.

womAN DIED By 
ELEpHANt, Cm 
offErs 15 LAKHs
CHiKKaMagaluru 
:  a 29-year-old woman 
plantation worker was 
trampled to death by a wild 
elephant near Hedadalu in 
this district on wednesday, 
officials said.Meena and 
her fellow workers were 
on their way to a coffee 
estate when the incident 
took place. suddenly, as 
they got near the estate, 
they encountered a wild el-
ephant. while other work-
ers managed to escape, 
she was attacked by the 
tusker.Meena sustained 
serious injuries and died.
Following the incident, the 
locals protested with her 
body and refused to hand 
it over to officials for post-
mortem unless the Mla 
came to the spot.

sIA INvEstIgAtEs 
tError fuNDINg 
IN J-K, DELHI
srinagar : the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police’s spe-
cial investigation agency 
(sia) on wednesday raided 
multiple locations in the 
union territory and delhi 
in connection with a terror 
funding case, the agency 
said.“Continuing with its 
endeavour to dismantle 
terror support systems in 
J&K, the sia Kashmir con-
ducted searches at houses 
and offices at 22 locations 
in J&K and delhi,” the 
investigating agency said.
these locations include 18 
in srinagar, one each in 
anantnag and Pulwama, 
and two in delhi. dur-
ing the search operation, 
incriminating material in 
the shape of bank docu-
ments, cash books, credit 
cards, debit cards, etc., 
was seized, which will be 
analysed for further inves-
tigation,” the sia said.

murugHA mAtH 
HEAD grANtED 
BAIL AftEr AppEAL
Bengaluru : the High 
Court of Karnataka on 
wednesday granted bail to 
shivamurthy sharana, the 
pontiff of the Chitradurga 
Murugharajendra Bruhan 
Math who has been in cus-
tody since september last 
year, facing charges under 
the Protection of Children 
from sexual offences 
(PoCso) act. Justice srini-
vas Harish Kumar, who 
had reserved the judgment 
on the criminal petition 
filed by the pontiff, dictated 
the order on wednesday 
afternoon. the high court 
has imposed several con-
ditions for the bail in the 
two PoCso cases against 
the seer.

mp rEport CArD

A ground-level sur-
vey of the Surguja 
parliamentary con-

stituency was conducted by 
India News to analyse the 
performance of Renuka 
Singh , the Member of Par-
liament from Surguja, and 
to gather voters’ feedback 
about her.

Renuka Singh Saruta is 
an Indian politician from 
Chhattisgarh who currently 
serving as the current Min-
ister of State for Tribal Af-
fairs of India from 30 May 
2019. She is a member of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
The Surguja Lok Sabha seat 
has been won by Congress 
10 times, BJP 6 times, and 
Janata Dal once. The Bastar 
Lok Sabha constituency 
has a voter base of around 
17 lakhs.  

Renuka Singh’s parlia-
mentary attendance and her 
commitment to addressing 
her constituency’s issues 
have fallen significantly 
short of expectations. This 
underperformance has 
generated widespread dis-
content among the elector-
ate, casting doubt on her 
prospects for re-election in 
the upcoming polls.

tdg network
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AssEssINg rENuKA sINgH’s pErformANCE As surguJA’s mp
mp rEport CArD mp rEport CArD (grouND) 

1- Are you satisfied 
with your Member of 
Parliament’s work?
a- yes-53%
B-no-31%
C-don’t know-06%

2--Would you like to 
re-elect your MP?
a- yes-52%
B-no-32%
C-don’t know-16%

3-If the candidate is 
changed, will you vote 
for the same party?
a- yes-65%
B-no-20%
C-don’t know-15%

4-In the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections, what 
basis will you vote on?
a- Modi Factor-47%
B- MP Factor-19%
C- Party Factor-22%
d- don’t know-12%

5- Will Modi factor 
work in 2024 general 
elections?
a- yes-70%
B-no-25%
C-don’t know-5%

n   naxal terrorism
n    extreme 

unemployment
n   Migration
n   substance abuse
n   drinking water crisis
n    education-health 

deprivation
n   Poor local roads
n   Connectivity issues
n   rural backwardness
n   lawlessness

n   Male-  51%

n   Female-  49%

n   urban-  11%

n   rural-  89%

n   sC-  5%

n   st-  56%

IssuEs

votEr DEmogrApHICs

n   attendance in Parliament-50%

n   Questions in the House-51%

n   utilization of MP funds – 85%

n   special contribution-40%
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CompENsAtIoN 

Siddaramaiah announces Rs 15 
lakh compensation for family 
of elephant attack victim

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Wednes-
day announced a compen-
sation of Rs 15 lakh to the 
family of the woman who 
was trampled by the wild ele-
phant near Hedadalu village 
in Chikkamagaluru district, 
according to a press release 
by Chief Minister’s Office. 
The press release further 
mentioned that the Karna-
taka CM held an emergency 
meeting with the Deputy 
Commissioner, Superinten-
dent of Police and senior of-
ficials of the Forest Depart-
ment in Mudigere.

Siddaramaiah gave a clear 
instruction to the district ad-
ministration to immediately 
take necessary action to send 
back the wild elephants to 
the forest.Speaking over 
the phone to the protes-
tors who were fighting over 
the body of the deceased 
woman (Meena, 29 years 
old), Siddaramaiah said that 
instructions were given to 
take all necessary measures 
to avoid elephant attacks 
in the region. According to 
the press release, the For-
est Minister will also arrive 
and hold a meeting regard-

ing the action on the rescue 
measures as wild elephants 
are entering coffee planta-
tions that are adjacent to the 
forest area. The Karnataka 
CM, in the official release, 
further said that he has dis-
cussed the matter with the 
Forest Minister to direct the 
task force to take necessary 
measures including railway 
fencing. Siddaramaiah also 
calmed down the locals and 
protestors who were insist-
ing that the wild elephants 
should be shot and killed, 
said the press release, add-
ing that the CM asked these 
locals and protestors to not 
think to that extent as he has 
instructed the officials to take 
other effective measures.

“Steps will be taken to fence 
the areas and the task force 
has been asked to ensure that 
precautionary measures are 
taken,’’ he said.

Abhishek Banerjee

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah

JD(S) Karnataka President H D Kumaraswamy

Senior Congress leader and former 
union minister Salman Khurshid



De n g u e  f e v e r,  a 
mosquito-borne 
viral infection, has 

emerged as a serious pub-
lic health concern globally, 
affecting nearly 400 mil-
lion people worldwide. In 
India, where the burden of 
mosquito-borne diseases is 
significant, dengue poses a 
particular threat, especially 
to pregnant women. Recent 
research has shed light on 
the alarming statistics: den-
gue in pregnancy adversely 
affects both maternal and 
foetal outcomes, leading to a 
high maternal mortality rate 
of 15.9 percent.

The symptoms of dengue 
in pregnancy often manifest 
as fever and muscle aches, 

making it challenging to 
diagnose promptly. This is 
because pregnancy is often 
accompanied by bodily aches 
and pains. Dengue fever dur-
ing pregnancy is primarily 
treated conservatively, but 
complications such as pre-
term labour become a com-
mon concern, particularly 
in the third trimester. The 
ambiguity of symptoms and 
the physiological changes in 
pregnancy can lead to de-
layed diagnosis, highlighting 
the urgent need for effective 
management strategies to 
improve both maternal and 
foetal outcomes.

One of the significant chal-
lenges in managing dengue 
in pregnancy is the under-re-
porting of cases and the lack 
of comprehensive studies. 
Available literature consists 
mostly of small cross-sec-
tional studies or case series, 
indicating a gap in under-
standing the complexities 
of dengue infection during 
pregnancy. A recent meta-
analysis emphasised the 
need to monitor pregnancies 
diagnosed as dengue-pos-
itive, as the most common 
adverse effects reported are 
preterm birth and low birth 

weight babies.
When a person is infected 

with dengue, their immune 
system responds by releas-
ing various substances like 
cytokines and chemokines. 
These substances, along 
with processes like endo-
thelial cell autophagy and T 
cell apoptosis, lead to prob-
lems in the body. One sig-
nificant issue is endothelial 
cell dysfunction, where the 
cells that line blood vessels 
don’t work properly. This 
dysfunction causes plasma 
leakage, which is the seeping 
of fluid from blood vessels 
into surrounding tissues. It 
also leads to a decrease in the 
volume of blood circulating 
in the body (intravascular 
volume contraction) and 
fluid loss.

These complications can 
have severe consequences, 

including plasma leakage, re-
duced blood volume, and flu-
id loss can result in shock, a 
critical condition where vital 
organs don’t receive enough 
blood and oxygen, leading to 
organ failure. This multi-or-
gan dysfunction can be fatal 
if not addressed promptly.

In pregnant women, these 
problems are particularly 
concerning. Conditions like 
acute respiratory distress 
syndrome (ARDS), where 
the lungs can’t provide the 
body’s vital organs with 
enough oxygen, and acute 
kidney injury (AKI), where 
the kidneys can’t filter waste 
products from the blood, 
become significant risks. To 
combat these complications 
and increase the chances of 
survival, pregnant women 
with dengue need careful 
and constant monitoring. 

Intensive management, of-
ten provided in the Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU), becomes 
essential to salvage lives in 
these critical situations.

In the context of childbirth, 
dengue-positive pregnant 
women face unique chal-
lenges. Surprisingly, the 
rate of caesarean deliveries 
in pregnant women with 
dengue is not significantly 
higher than in those with-
out the infection. This find-
ing suggests that dengue in-
fection does not necessarily 
increase the rate of caesarean 
sections, providing a some-
what reassuring aspect amid 
the grim statistics. Addition-
ally, the safety of regional an-
aesthetic techniques, even in 
cases of mild thrombocyto-
penia, has been reported, 
offering viable options for 
pain management during 
childbirth for dengue-posi-
tive women.

The period after childbirth 
can be especially risky for 
women who have had den-
gue. One significant concern 
arises from dengue-associat-
ed thrombocytopenia, a con-
dition where the number of 
platelets in the blood is ab-
normally low. This makes 
women more susceptible to 
postpartum haemorrhage, a 
condition where there is ex-
cessive bleeding after child-
birth. Studies in India have 
shown that 25% of women 
with dengue experience 
postpartum haemorrhage, 
underlining the critical need 
for active and attentive man-
agement during labour and 

intense monitoring in the 
postpartum period. Ensur-
ing that these women receive 
special care and attention is 
essential to prevent severe 
complications during this 
vulnerable time.

To address the growing 
concern of dengue in preg-
nancy, it is crucial to imple-
ment robust vector control 
strategies in affected areas. 
Preventive measures such as 
mosquito nets, insect repel-
lents, and community edu-
cation can play a pivotal role 
in reducing the incidence 
of dengue. Additionally, 
healthcare providers need 
to be vigilant about the signs 
and symptoms of dengue in 
pregnant women, enabling 
early diagnosis and prompt 
management.

In conclusion, dengue in 
pregnancy poses substan-
tial risks to both mothers 
and their unborn babies, 
with high maternal mortality 
rates and severe foetal com-
plications. The challenges 
faced during pregnancy and 
childbirth necessitate com-
prehensive and specialised 
care for dengue-positive 
pregnant women. By en-
hancing awareness, improv-
ing diagnostic methods, and 
implementing stringent 
preventive measures, India 
can take significant strides 
towards mitigating the im-
pact of dengue on pregnant 
women, ensuring healthier 
outcomes for both mothers 
and their newborns.
Prasad Phadke is the Founder 
and CEO of Eco BioTraps.

Dengue and pregnancy: 
Balancing risk and prevention
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RISK PREVENTION

A curious case of a distorted map has led to much 
speculation internationally. It was found last week 
that Chinese corporate entities Alibaba and Baidu 
have obliterated Israel from their online maps. Al-
though a Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson 
said that the Chinese government had not derec-
ognised Israel, the question is, will private entities 
in China have the gall to carry out such distortions 
without keeping their bosses in the Communist Party 
of China in the loop? China, it is well known, pays 
scrupulous attention to the maps that emanate from 
inside its borders. Also well known is the control that 
Xi Jinping exercises over private companies, to the 
extent that questioning his policies led to the disap-
pearance of Alibaba owner Jack Ma. Given that every 
such minor “mistake” is amplified manifold on the 
global social media, were the maps Beijing’s way of 
sending a message to the Arab-Muslim street that 
China supported their claim that Israel did not have 
the right to exist? At least that is how it is playing out 
on the pro-Palestinian section of social media, which 
is basking in the support it is getting from the world’s 
“other superpower”.

China’s response to the Israel-Hamas war has been 
interesting. While calling for ceasefire and peace, Chi-
na has not called out Hamas for the brutal 7 October 
attack. Later, apparently under pressure from the US, 
it spoke of every country’s right to self-defence, but 
qualified its response by delivering Israel with a rap 
on the knuckles by asking it “to abide by international 
humanitarian law”—a travesty, given China’s own 
track record of “following” humanitarian laws with 
not just the Tibetans and the Uyghurs but also the 
Han Chinese if they dare to stand up to the regime. 
Amid this, a push seems to be building up in certain 
quarters in the West, specifically the United States, to 
make China act as the peacemaker between Israelis 
and Palestinians. This seems similar to the Russia-
Ukraine situation, where every western government 
official of any worth made a beeline to Beijing ask-
ing it to exercise its influence on Vladimir Putin and 
make him retreat from Ukraine. As many experts say, 
it’s a case of asking the arsonist to act as the firefighter. 
There is only one country that is gaining from both 
wars, and it is China. Both wars have shifted the focus 
firmly from the Indo-Pacific where China continues 
to bully and terrorise smaller countries. Taiwan is 
no longer the world’s focus, even though China’s 
aggression against that island nation continues un-
abated. While the Ukraine war has made a hobbled 
Russia increasingly dependent on China, China’s 
implicit support to the Palestinian cause may push 
the Arab world towards China. Even otherwise, Joe 
Biden’s “values-based foreign policy”—which tried 
to pin the assassination of activist Jamal Khashoggi 
on Saudi Crown Prince MBS—has pushed Riyadh 
towards Beijing. It is only because of India’s efforts 
that Saudi Arabia came on board with the US for the 
India Middle East Economic Corridor (IMEC), which 
was announced at the Delhi G20, thus countering 
China’s BRI and trying to limit the latter’s influence 
in the Arab world. Post 7 October, what is the status 
of the IMEC, or for that matter the Abraham Accords 
that the US nudged UAE and Bahrain to sign with 
Israel? Both are staring at an uncertain future, with 
the Arab street fuming at Israel’s actions in Gaza. In 
fact, Bahrain has recalled its ambassador from Israel 
and there is no certainty when the rapprochement 
between Israel and the Arab world will resume.

Joe Biden was partially right when he said that 
Hamas’ action was backed by Iran to derail the 
mainstreaming of Israel in the Arab world—partially, 
because he missed the dragon in the room, China, 
which is one of Iran’s biggest backers. China consid-
ers the Arab world to be one of its major strategic pil-
lars, for power projection and also for what the region 
brings to the table—oil. Lest we forget, it is China that 
is trying to end the hostilities inside the Arab-Muslim 
world by trying to end the enmity between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia. If Saudi-Iran relations improve, while 
the Abraham Accords fall apart, who is the better 
peace-broker in the eyes of the Arab-Muslim world—
China or the US? Western policymakers refuse to be-
lieve that the Arab world, with its deep ties with the 
US, will ever go out of the US’ sphere of influence. 
But then if the US had really that much influence, 
how did Qatar, to give an instance, become the hub 
of Hamas activities, even while hosting a US military 
base? Qatar has also just signed a deal with a Chinese 
company to supply it with gas for 27 years and has 
increased the Chinese company’s share in its North 
Field gas project. Qatar is happily playing all sides, 
while in the middle of all this, the US returns as the 
“Big Satan” in Arab-Muslim eyes—a narrative that 
suits China perfectly. It seems the US’ ties with the 
Arab world are already fraying and China is winning.

But that is unlikely to deter Joe Biden from run-
ning across the dais next week on 15 November, with 
a smile on his face, to shake hands with Xi Jinping, 
when they meet in San Francisco on the sidelines of 
the APEC Summit, just the way the US President had 
done at the Bali G20 in November 2021. When he is 
smiling at Xi, will it strike Biden even once that the 
Chinese Emperor has a unipolar view of the world—
there is only one power that matters, China?

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
WHAT’S IN A MAP?

CHINA’S MESSAgE TO 
THE ARAb-MuSLIM 
wORLD

In June 2023, the Fisheries 
Department of Krishnagiri, 
Tamil Nadu, issued a stern 
warning against individu-
als involved in breeding Af-
rican Catfish—also known 
as Thai Magur—reiterating 
the species’ prohibited sta-
tus in India. This is not the 
first instance of the fisheries 
department issuing such a 
ban related to this species 
of fish. Despite the ban, 
originally outlined in a 1997 
government directive from 
the Department of Animal 
Husbandry, Dairying and 
Fisheries (DAHD&F), the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the 
farming and sale of African 
Catfish continue in the open 

market.
In 2000, the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Department 
of Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying (Fisheries Division) 
invoked the Environment 
Protection Act to ban the 
African catfish due to its ad-
verse environmental impact. 
Furthermore, the National 
Green Tribunal enforced a 
prohibition on the rearing of 
this species through order 
no. 435/2018 dated 22 Janu-
ary 2019, citing its significant 
threat to numerous local fish 
varieties and its contribution 
to water pollution. Origi-
nally introduced globally 
for aquaculture in 1980, this 
fish found its way into India 
without official authorisa-
tion. It is noteworthy for its 
ability to endure extended 
periods in shallow mud and 
its high tolerance for poorly 
oxygenated water. The warn-
ing emphasises that breeding 
this prohibited fish is a viola-
tion of the law, and appropri-
ate legal action will be taken 
against offenders.

While the African Catfish—
or Clarias gariepinus—is 
known for its nutritional val-
ue, offering a wealth of nutri-
ents, it simultaneously poses 

a serious risk to the aquatic 
ecosystem. This member of 
the Clariidae family covertly 
entered Indian states around 
1994, subsequently spreading 
throughout the country, in-
cluding temperate and coastal 
regions, with significant 
cultures established in West 
Bengal and Andhra Pradesh. 
Its presence in India resulted 
from an unauthorised intro-
duction following its global 
distribution for aquaculture 
in the 1980s. The catfish’s 
invasive nature is marked 
by its adaptability and pred-
atory habits. It preys on live 
and dead animals, fish, and 
other invertebrates, and oc-
casionally even targets small 
birds. Capable of thriving in 
minimally oxygenated and 
shallow waters, this species 
outcompetes and endangers 
native fish populations due to 
its rapid growth rate.

Additionally, a close rela-
tive—Clarias batrachus, also 
part of the Clariidae family—
is recognised as a freshwater 
species. A hybrid version, 
known as Hybrid Mangur (C. 
gariepinus x C. macroceph-
alus), is bred in Bangladesh 
and illicitly trafficked into 
Indian states such as Assam, 
West Bengal, and Bihar, fu-
eling an illegal but profitable 
trade. This hybrid variety is 
favoured for its rapid growth 
and cost-effective feed made 
from recycled chicken and 
slaughterhouse by-products, 
with West Bengal serving as 
the epicentre of African Cat-
fish seed production.

For farmers, the African 

Catfish presents an enticing 
economic opportunity, as a 
modest investment can yield 
significant returns. However, 
the species poses a consider-
able ecological threat, with 
the potential to decimate 
indigenous fish species and 
disrupt the delicate ecologi-
cal balance. Although catfish 
are sometimes recommended 
by doctors for their medici-
nal properties and can meet 
daily nutritional needs with 
their high protein, iron, and 
low-fat content, the environ-
mental consequences of their 
cultivation are too significant 
to overlook.

The African Catfish can 
have detrimental effects on 
aquatic ecosystems, and 
these impacts become evident 
through various scenarios. 
In one instance, the catfish’s 
predatory nature comes to 
the forefront as it preys on 
native species, such as local 
perch or sunfish, leading to 
declines in these populations. 
The competitive advantage of 
African Catfish becomes ap-
parent in another scenario, 
where they out-compete na-
tive species for vital resources 
like food and habitat. For ex-
ample, in a pond, the intro-
duction of African catfish 
may result in reduced avail-
ability of insects and aquatic 
plants, resources that native 
species depend on for suste-
nance and shelter. Moreover, 
the habitat alteration caused 
by the catfish is observable in 
wetlands and marshy areas. 
Their burrowing behavior 
and tolerance for shallow, 

muddy waters can disrupt 
the natural structure of the 
habitat, impacting the breed-
ing and sheltering grounds of 
native amphibians and fish 
species.

The African catfish is highly 
regarded by fish farmers for 
several practical reasons. 
This species requires minimal 
maintenance, which is eco-
nomically advantageous for 
aquaculture operations. It is 
remarkably resilient, able to 
thrive in less than ideal water 
conditions, including those 
with low oxygen levels or 
higher levels of pollution. One 
of the unique aspects of Af-
rican catfish farming is their 
ability to grow on a diet that 
includes poultry waste, mak-
ing their feeding regime not 
only cost-effective but also an 
efficient way to recycle agri-
cultural by-products. Their 
rapid growth rate is particu-
larly beneficial; African Cat-
fish can reach a substantial 
size of 3-4 kilograms within 
a month, allowing farmers 
to cycle their stock quickly 
and get products to market 
at a faster rate. This quick 
turnaround, coupled with 
their low production costs, 
means that catfish can be sold 
at competitive prices, provid-
ing a cheap source of protein 
to consumers and making the 
fish a lucrative commodity for 
farmers. These attributes 
make the African Catfish 
an attractive option for fish 
farming, especially in regions 
seeking affordable and sus-
tainable ways to increase 
food production. However, 

the ecological concerns as-
sociated with farming non-
native species, such as the 
potential for them to escape 
and disrupt local ecosystems, 
must be managed carefully 
to prevent environmental 
impacts.

Regarding the nutritional 
benefits of African catfish, 
many are unaware that this 
fish is not good for human 
health, as numerous scien-
tific studies have indicated 
that consuming it is associ-
ated with an increased risk 
of developing cancer. Due to 
its carcinogenic properties, 
medical professionals ad-
vise against consuming this 
fish. Furthermore, the Thai 
Magur can harbour disease-
causing parasites, such as fish 
lice (Argulosis), which can 
potentially lead to harmful 
outbreaks in aquaculture 
operations, causing adverse 
effects. 

Even after the ban on Af-
rican catfish in India, illegal 
cultivation continues, and 
this fish can still be found in 
the market. One of the rea-
sons for this is that the pub-
lic is not fully aware of the 
ban on African Catfish and 
its harmful effects on the hu-
man body. Awareness needs 
to be raised among both the 
general public and fish farm-
ers. Despite its affordability, 
this fish has the potential to 
harm our aquatic ecosystems 
and our health.
Dr. Piyali Chatterjee is the Head 
of Department for the Faculty of 
Law, ICFAI University, Raipur 
Chhattisgarh

Unpacking India’s ban on African Catfish 
and related health concerns
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One of the significant challenges in managing 
dengue in pregnancy is the under-reporting 
of cases and the lack of comprehensive 
studies. Available literature consists mostly 
of small cross-sectional studies or case 
series, indicating a gap in understanding 
the complexities of dengue infection 
during pregnancy. A recent meta-analysis 
emphasised the need to monitor pregnancies 
diagnosed as dengue-positive, as the most 
common adverse effects reported are 
preterm birth and low birth weight babies.
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in court

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday sought the stand 
of the Centre and city govern-
ment on a PIL seeking a di-
rection to the authorities to 
use the “proper meaning” of 
the term “religion” and not 
use it as a synonym of “dhar-
ma” in the official documents.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice Satish Chandra 
Sharma granted time to the 
governments for responding 
to the petition by lawyer Ash-
wini Kumar Upadhyay. The 
petition also sought a direc-
tion to include a chapter on 

“dharma” & “religion” in the 
syllabus of primary and sec-
ondary schools “in order to 
educate the masses and con-
trol the religion-based hatred 
and hate speeches”.
“There is a colonial mindset 
which is being continued,” 
stated the petitioner before 
the bench, also comprising 
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela. 
In his petition, the petitioner 

asserted that “dharma” is not 
religion as the former is “non-
divisive”, “non-exclusive” 
and “transcends narrow 
boundaries of religion”.
“If we try to define religion 
then we can say that religion 
is a tradition, not dharma. 
Religion is a cult or a spiritual 
lineage that is called a ‘sam-
pradaya’ (community). So, 
religion means community,” 
the plea said as it prayed that 

“dharma” shouldn’t be used as 
synonym of “religion” in doc-
uments like birth certificate, 
aadhaar card, school cer-
tificate, ration card, driving 
licence, domicile certificate, 

death certificate and bank 
account etc.

The petition submitted, “In 
daily life, we say this person 
follows ‘Vaishnav dharma’ or 
Jain dharma, or someone fol-
lows Buddhism or Islam or 
Christianity that’s not right. 
Instead, we should say that 
a person follows ‘Vaishnav 
sampradaya’ or this person 
follows ‘Shiv sampradaya’ 
or follows ‘Buddha sampra-
daya’. This person follows Is-
lam or Christan sampradaya.”

It explained, “There have 
been many wars and war-
like situations for religion. 
Religion works on a mass of 

people. In religion, people 
follow someone or some-
one’s path. On another side, 
dharma is a work of wisdom.”

The petitioner further stat-
ed, “religion has been one 
of the most potent divisive 
forces in all history” while 

“dharma” is “different because 
it unites”.

The petition stated, “There 
can never be divisions in 
dharma. Every interpreta-
tion is valid and welcome. 
No authority is too great to 
be questioned, too sacred to 
be touched. Unlimited inter-
pretative freedom through 
free will is the quintessence 
of dharma, for dharma is 
as limitless as truth itself. 
No one can ever be its sole 
mouthpiece.”

The petitioner therefore 
urged the court to pass 
appropriate directions 
considering the “present 
circumstances of religious 
wars, religious hatred and 
religious hate speeches”. The 
matter would be heard next 
on January 16.
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in court

Former Jammu and 
Kashmir minister Lal 
Singh was arrested by 

the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Tuesday.

This occurred shortly af-
ter an anti-corruption court 
dismissed his anticipatory 
bail application related to a 
money laundering case.

The federal agency had 
been investigating Lal Singh 
in connection with a case 
filed under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA). The case focused on 
an educational trust operated 
by his wife, former legislator 
Kanta Andotra.

Choudhary Lal Singh, who 
chairs the Dogra Swabhiman 
Sangathan Party (DSSP), 

was apprehended in the 
evening from a residence in 
the Chawadi area of Sainik 
Colony on the outskirts of the 
city (Jammu). Reportedly, the 
former minister made efforts 
to elude arrest.

Upon learning of Singh’s ar-
rest, a group of his support-
ers, led by Andotra, gathered 
outside the ED office in Nar-
wal. They attempted to enter 
but were stopped by CRPF 
personnel. Andotra pleaded 
for permission to meet her 
husband. To maintain law 
and order, additional police 
reinforcements were dis-
patched to the scene.

Lal Singh, a two-time 
MP and three-time MLA, 
switched from the Congress 
to the BJP in 2014 and served 
as a minister in the previous 
PDP-BJP government in Jam-

mu and Kashmir. This coali-
tion government fell apart in 
June 2018 when the national 
party withdrew its support.

Several months before the 
government’s collapse, Singh 
resigned from the BJP and 
founded the DSSP after fac-
ing backlash for participating 
in a rally supporting the ac-
cused in a rape and murder 
case involving an eight-year-
old girl in Kathua in January 
2018. He defended his par-
ticipation, stating that he was 
there to “defuse the situation.”

Earlier on the same day, 
the anti-corruption court 
in Jammu rejected Singh’s 
bail application. However, 
his wife and their daughter 
Kranti Singh received relief 
as their interim anticipatory 
bail was extended until No-
vember 30, with instructions 

to cooperate fully with the in-
vestigation agency.

Special Judge Bala Jyoti is-
sued three separate orders 
after considering arguments 
presented by Special Public 
Prosecutor Ashwani Khaju-
ria, who represented the ED, 
and advocate Rajesh Kotwal, 
who represented the appli-
cants.

On November 1, Singh, 
his wife, and their daughter 
filed separate applications 
seeking pre-arrest bail for 

alleged offenses under the 
PMLA. The court initially 
granted them interim bail 
and requested a detailed re-
sponse from the ED.

The ED had questioned 
Singh on Saturday and Mon-
day. On both days, scores of 
his supporters, led by his 
wife, protested outside the 
agency’s headquarters, ac-
cusing the BJP of framing 
him in the case.

Last month, the ED con-
ducted searches in Jammu 

and its surrounding areas as 
part of the money laundering 
investigation involving the 
educational trust of Andotra 
and a former government of-
ficial. This investigation per-
tains to alleged irregularities 
in land acquisition for the 
trust.

The money laundering case 
originated from a charge 
sheet filed by the CBI in Oc-
tober 2021, alleging criminal 
collusion in land issuance 
between January 4 and Janu-
ary 7, 2011. The charge sheet 
claimed that land was trans-
ferred to the trust without 
specifying the violation of the 
ceiling limit of 100 standard 
kanals under the Jammu and 
Kashmir Agrarian Reforms 
Act, 1976, resulting in undue 
financial gain to the trust.

In agreement with the ar-

guments presented by SPP 
Khujuria, the judge stated 
that due to the nature and 
gravity of the allegations and 
the stage of investigation, the 
investigating agency must 
be given adequate time for a 
thorough and effective inves-
tigation. Therefore, the court 
denied bail to Lal Singh, as 
it would hinder the ongoing 
investigation.

The court emphasized that 
the PMLA grants the ED 
extensive powers for search, 
seizure, and investigation, as 
money laundering is a seri-
ous threat not only to the fi-
nancial system of the country 
but also to the global econo-
my. Dismissing the former 
minister’s bail application, 
the judge deemed it devoid of 
legal basis at this stage due to 
the serious nature of the al-

legations.
Regarding the application 

submitted by Andotra, the 
court noted that she already 
had absolute bail in the CBI 
charge sheet, which forms 
the basis of the predicate of-
fense. Furthermore, the court 
extended her interim bail 
until November 30, as the in-
vestigation was still ongoing, 
with a directive to cooperate 
with the investigating agency 
without fail.

Similarly, the court extend-
ed the interim bail of their 
daughter Kranti Singh, who 
serves as one of the trustees 
of the educational trust, until 
November 30. This extension 
came with instructions not to 
violate the conditions of the 
bail, including cooperating 
with the investigating agency 
without fail.

Pmla caSe: eD arreStS ex-Jammu 
anD kaShmir miniSter lal SinGh
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Delhi Special NIA court 
on Wednesday informed 
that the bail application of 
the accused, Moirangthem 
Anand Singh, who was ar-
rested in connection with 
the Manipur Transnational 
Conspiracy case, has been 
withdrawn.

The lawyers of Moirangth-
em Anand Singh informed 
Additional Sessions Judge 
Sachin Gupta that the bail 
application was withdrawn 
without pressing or pursu-
ing it on its merits.

The NIA had recently 
opposed the bail plea, cit-
ing Moirangthem Anand 
Singh’s association with a 
proscribed organization and 
his arrest with sophisticated 
arms and ammunition in 
an area affected by ongoing 
strife. The NIA argued that 
releasing the accused on 
bail would hinder the ongo-
ing investigation and that 
there was a high likelihood 

that he would engage in the 
same activities again, exacer-
bating the security situation 
in Manipur.

The NIA also stated that 
the accused was in commu-
nication with several associ-
ates during a period of ethnic 
unrest in Manipur, and there 
was a high probability that 
he might abscond or engage 
in detrimental activities to 
influence other suspects 
and witnesses, including 
tampering with evidence, if 

not kept in judicial custody 
during the investigation.

According to the NIA, Moi-
rangthem Anand Singh was 
arrested on September 22, 
2023, in Imphal West Police 
Station. He was brought to 
New Delhi after his arrest 
and produced before the 
Delhi Court on September 
23, 2023. Subsequently, the 
court remanded him to ju-
dicial custody.

The case is related to a 
transnational conspiracy 

allegedly orchestrated by 
Myanmar-based leadership 
of terror outfits with the 
aim of waging war against 
the government of India by 
exploiting ethnic unrest in 
Manipur.

The NIA had registered a 
suo moto case in New Delhi 
on July 19, 2023, under vari-
ous sections of the Indian 
Penal Code and the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA). The investiga-
tion revealed that the lead-
ership based in Myanmar 
of insurgent groups and 
proscribed terrorist organi-
zations was recruiting over-
ground workers (OGWs), 
cadres, and sympathizers to 
strengthen their ranks and 
carry out attacks on security 
forces and opposing eth-
nic groups in Manipur. To 
achieve this, the leadership 
collected arms, ammuni-
tion, and explosives through 
unlawful means, including 
the plunder and pillage of 
government facilities and 
resources.

The Supreme Court on Wednes-
day refused to vacate its Sep-
tember 25 order, which directed 
the Tamil Nadu government to 
maintain the existing conditions 
regarding the appointment of 
priests (‘archakas’) in temples 
following the ‘Agamic’ tradition 
in the state.

A bench comprising Justices A 
S Bopanna and M M Sundresh 
prima facie did not agree to sub-
missions of senior advocate Du-
shyant Dave, appearing for the 
Tamil Nadu government, that 
the state was entitled to appoint 
‘archakas’.

Mr. Dave argued that the ap-
pointment of ‘archakas’ is a 
secular function, and therefore, 
the state has the authority to 
make these appointments. The 
bench pointed out that the is-
sue revolves around the state 
government not adhering to the 
procedures prescribed under 
the ‘agama’ tradition when ap-
pointing ‘archakas’ in temples 
of a specific denomination. The 
‘agamas’ consist of tantric litera-
ture within Hindu schools, with 
three branches: ‘Shaiva, Vaish-
nava, and Shakta.’

The top court was hearing 
petitions which alleged that the 
state government was interfer-
ing with the hereditary appoint-
ment system of ‘archakas’ in 
‘Agama temples’ by permitting 
individuals from other denom-
inations to become ‘archakas’ 
after completing a one-year 
certificate course in ‘archakas’ 
offered by schools under the 
Tamil Nadu administration.

On September 25, the bench 
ordered a status quo, which, 
according to the state govern-
ment, would halt the appoint-
ment of 2,405 ‘archakas’ in 
temples across the state. The 
Supreme Court has set the pe-
titions for further hearing on 
January 25, 2024, and clarified 
that it will not stay the ongoing 

proceedings before the Madras 
High Court on a similar issue. 
The bench asked the lawyer to 
inform the high court that the 
Supreme Court is seized of the 
matter.

The state government, in its 
plea, has requested the vaca-
tion of the Supreme Court’s 
order. It argued that since the 
‘agama’ tradition does not 
specify qualifications, age, se-
lection methods, or retirement 
criteria, the procedures outlined 
in Rules 7 and 9 of the Tamil 
Nadu Hindu Religious Institu-
tions Employees (Conditions 
of Service) Rules, 2020, should 
be followed to a certain extent. 
The suitable individuals, famil-
iar with the ‘agamas’ followed 
in the relevant temple, should 

be chosen following the proce-
dures outlined in Rules 7 and 9.

The challenged government 
order concerns sending indi-
viduals who have completed 
‘Archakas Training schools’ 
to receive practical training in 
temples under the guidance 
of senior ‘Archakas’ working 
in those temples. The state 
government argued that if the 
status quo order from Septem-
ber 25 is enforced, neither the 
2,405 vacant ‘archakas’ posi-
tions in ‘Agamic temples’ can 
be filled, nor can the necessary 
training be provided to those 
who have completed courses at 
the Archakas Training School, 
causing significant difficulties 
in performing rituals in ‘Agamic 
temples.’

Previously, the bench had 
issued notices to the state gov-
ernment and others based on a 
plea filed by the ‘Srirangam Koil 
Miras Kainkaryaparagal Ma-
trum Athanai Sarntha Koilga-
lin Miraskain-karyaparargalin 
Nalasangam,’ an association 
of archakas. The plea sought 
the annulment of the state gov-
ernment’s July 27 order and 
subsequent orders, alleging in-
terference with the hereditary 
appointment of ‘archakas.’

The Delhi government on 
Wednesday that the imple-
mentation of the odd-even 
car rationing scheme in the 
national capital will depend 
on a review of its effective-
ness by the Supreme Court 
and the issuance of an order.

During a press conference, 
Environment Minister Go-
pal Rai stated that the city 
government would present 
the findings of two signifi-
cant studies conducted by 
the Energy Policy Institute 
of the University of Chi-
cago and the Delhi Techni-
cal University to assess the 
scheme’s effectiveness for 
the Supreme Court’s review.

Minister Rai emphasized 
that the decision to put the 
odd-even scheme into ac-
tion would be contingent on 
the Supreme Court’s evalu-
ation and the issuance of an 
order. The matter is sched-

uled for the next hearing on 
Friday.

On Tuesday, the Supreme 
Court questioned the ef-
ficacy of the Delhi gov-
ernment’s scheme, which 
aims to reduce vehicular 
pollution, and referred to 
it as mere “optics.” Rai had 
previously announced the 
flagship scheme, allowing 
cars to operate on alternate 
days based on their odd or 

even number plates, to be 
enforced from November 
13 to November 20.

In 2016, the Energy Policy 
Institute at the University 
of Chicago and Evidence 
for Policy Design had as-
sessed the impact of the 
odd-even system and de-
termined that Delhi expe-
rienced a 14-16% reduction 
in PM2.5 levels during the 
hours when the scheme 

was in effect in January of 
that year. However, there 
was no reduction in pollu-
tion when the scheme was 
reintroduced in April.

The entry of app-based 
taxis into Delhi has also 
been prohibited in accor-
dance with the Supreme 
Court’s directive, the min-
ister confirmed.

Rai further mentioned 
that the Delhi government 
has instructed the Delhi 
Pollution Control Com-
mittee to resume full opera-
tion of the Connaught Place 
smog tower and release 
the remaining funds to IIT 
Kanpur to restart a study 
aimed at identifying vari-
ous sources of pollution in 
the capital.

Additionally, Rai an-
nounced that a special cam-
paign would be conducted 
to monitor open burning 
of waste in Delhi, with 611 
teams established for this 
purpose.
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in court

The Delhi High Court in the 
case Nilkamal Crates and 
Contaners and Anr. v. Ms. 
Reena Rajpal and Anr ob-
served and has restrained 
two plastic chair manufac-
turers from using ‘Nilkranti’ 
device mark or any other 
device mark which is con-
fusingly or deceptively simi-
lar to the device marks of 
Nilkamal.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice C Hari Shankar in the 
case observed and has reject-
ed the Nilkamal’s prayer in 
its trademark infringement 
suit in order to restrain the 
manufacturers from using 

“Nilkranti” as a word mark, 
either for chairs or for any 
other item manufactured by 
them. The court stated that 
there being no such similari-
ty between NILKAMAL and 
NILKRANTI. Therefore, the 

latter half of the two marks 
‘KAMAL’ and ‘KRANTI’, 
individually have their own 
distinct etymological con-
notations in vernacular, with 
the one meaning a lotus and 
the other a revolution.

The bench of Justice C 
Hari Shankar stated that the 
mark NILKRANTI, seen as 
a word mark, cannot be re-
garded as confusingly simi-
lar to NILKAMAL mark, 
while adding that the com-
mon prefix “NIL” is merely 
the first of three syllables 
which constituted the word.

The court in the case ob-

served that it being the well-
settled that the rival marks 
are to be considered as 
whole marks, and not by viv-
isecting them into their indi-
vidual components. Thus, 
the principal also finds its 
statutory avatar in Section 
177 of the Trade Marks Act, 
which specifically holds 
that plaintiffs are entitled to 
claim exclusivity over a reg-
istered mark as a whole and 
not over individual parts of 
the mark, unless such parts 
are registered by themselves 
as marks and the plaintiff in 
the matter do not have any 

registration for the ‘NIL’ pre-
fix of the NILKAMAL mark.

In the present case, the 
Nilkamal Crates and Con-
tainers filed the suit against 
two manufacturers who 
were using ‘Nilkranti’ mark 
for making plastic moulded 
chairs, as also done by the 
former. The court in the 
case observed that while 
Nilkamal made out a pri-
ma facie for injuncting the 
defendant manufacturers, 
pending the disposal of the 
suit, from using the device 
mark Nilkranti. 

However, no such case for 
injuncting the defendants 
from using the word mark 
NILKRANTI was made out.

Therefore, the plaintiff 
claims a monopoly over the 
prefix “NIL” so as to injunct 
all others from using “NIL” 
as a prefix for the marks in 
respect of plastic moulded 
chairs or any other item 
or furniture for that mat-

ter. Thus, the marks have 
to be compared as a whole 
mark and there being no 
such phonetic similarity 
between NILKAMAL and 
NILKRANTI.

Further, the bench of Jus-
tice Shankar stated that 
there being no such reason 
as to why the court should 
presume that a consumer 
of average intelligence and 
imperfect recollection will 
either confuse NILKAMAL 
with NILKRANTI or believe 
that there some association 
between the two marks.

The counsel, Advocates Ms. 
Anju Agrawal, Dr. Mohan 
Dewan, Mr. Rahul Maratha, 
Mr. D. Pawar, Mr. B. Ghosh, 
Mr. Vardhman Jain and Mr. 
M.K. Bhargava appeared for 
the Plaintiff.

The counsel, Advocates Mr. 
Satish Kumar, Mr. Sreejan 
Pankaj and Mr. Anil Kumar 
Sahu represented the defen-
dants.
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in court

The Allahabad High 
Court in the case 
was  hearing  the 

plea moved concerning the 
Mathura’s Krishna Janmab-
hoomi-Shahi Eidgah Mosque 
dispute, wherein an applica-
tion has been moved in High 
Court seeking the appoint-
ment of the court commis-
sioner in order to inspect the 
Mosque.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Mayank Kumar Jain in 
the case observed and give 
liberty to the defendants 
(which includes the UP 
Sunni Central Waqf Board) 
for filing its objections to the 
same on November 07, 2023.

In the present case, the ap-
plication has been moved 
under Order 26 Rule 9 CPC 

which has been filed by the 
deity (the Bhagwan Shri 
Krishna Virajman) and 7 oth-
ers through advocates Hari 
Shankar Jain, Vishnu Shan-
kar Jain, Prabhash Pandey, 
and Devki Nandan, wherein 
the application claimed 
that the Lord Sri Krishna’s 
birthplace lies beneath the 
Mosque and that there are 

many signs which establish 
that the Mosque is a Hindu 
temple.

Further, it has been sub-
mitted before the court that 
there exists a lotus-shaped 
pillar which is a classic char-
acteristic of Hindu temples 
and an image of Sheshnaag, 
one of the Hindu deities who 
protected Lord Krishna on 

the night of his birth, is also 
present there.

It has also been added in the 
application that at the base 
of the pillar of the Mosque, 
Hindu religious symbols and 
engravings are also visible.

The court observed that it 
has been prayed before the 
Allahabad High Court to ap-
point a Commission which 
consist of three advocates 
with specific directions to 
them for submitting its re-
port.

Further, the court seek di-
rection for photography and 
videography of the entire 
proceedings. 

The court also noted that 
the said application has 
been filed while advancing 
the argument that the fac-
tual aspects of the disputed 
structure have to be brought 
before the court for proper 

adjudication of the dispute 
as without the actual factual 
position of the disputed areas, 
thus, the effective adjudica-
tion of the case is not possible.

Therefore, the application 
in question has been moved 
in a pending original suit 
pending in the High Court, 
inter alia, wherein seeking 
the declaration that the land 
in dispute (which includes 
the area where Shahi Idgah 
Mosque is situated) vests in 
the deity Lord Shree Krishna 
Virajman and to direct the 
defendants (which includes 
UP Sunni U.P. Sunni Central 
Waqf Board) to remove the 
Mosque.

It has also been claimed in 
the suit that the Mathura’s 
Shahi Idgah mosque was 
built under the orders of Em-
peror Aurangzeb, adjacent 
to the Krishna Janmabhumi, 

the place which is believed 
to be the place where Lord 
Krishna was born, after de-
molishing a Hindu temple.

The Supreme Court is 
presently hearing the spe-
cial leave petition filed by the 
mosque committee wherein 
it challenged the May 2023 
order of the Allahabad High 
Court transferring to itself a 
clutch of suits over the ongo-
ing land dispute.

The High Court in the case 
observed and has dismissed 
the public interest litigation, 
PIL wherein seeking the 
recognition of the disputed 
site as Krishna Janmab-
hoomi and the removal of 
the mosque after noting that 
several suits for declaration, 
injunction, and the right to 
worship at the site as well as 
for removal of the structure 
was already pending before it.

Plea in allahaBaD high court: Mathura JanMaBhooMi 
DisPute; lorD krishna’s BirthPlace lies Beneath iDgah 
Mosque, aPPointeD coMMission to insPect it
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The Punjab and Haryana 
High Court in the case Ra-
vinder Singh v. State of Pun-
jab observed and has direct-
ed the accused person under 
NDPS Act to surrender all 
his weapons as a pre-bail 
condition to bail.

The court in the case ob-
served that the given the 
background of allegations 
against him, it becomes 
‘paramount to protect the 
drug detection squad, their 
family members, as well as 
the members of society.’

The bench headed by 
Anoop Chitkara in the case 
stated that incapacitating 
the accused would be one of 
the primary options until the 
filing of the closure report or 
discharge, or acquittal.

The court stated that it 
would be appropriate to re-
strict the possession of fire-
arm.

The bench in the case ob-
served and has clarified that 
the sad restriction is being 

imposed based on the pre-
ponderance of evidence 
of probability and not of 
evidence of certainty, i.e., 
beyond reasonable doubt; 
and as such, it is not to be 
construed as an intermedi-
ate sanction.

The court stated that while 
giving the nature of the al-
legations and the other cir-
cumstances peculiar to this 
case, the petitioner shall 
surrender all weapons, fire-
arms, ammunition, if any, 
along with the arms license 

to the concerned authority 
within fifteen days from re-
lease from prison and inform 
the Investigator about the 
compliance. 

However, the court stated 
that subject to the Indian 
Arms Act, 1959, the petition-
er shall be entitled to renew 
and take it back in case of ac-
quittal in this case, provided 
otherwise permissible in the 
concerned rules.

Adding to it, the court 
stated that while restricting 
the firearms would instill 

confidence in the victim(s), 
their families, and society; 
it would also restrain the ac-
cused f om influencing the 
witnesses and repeating the 
offence.

The court made the said 
observations while hearing 
the bail application moved 
by the man accused of trad-
ing contraband and found in 
possession of 1 kg of heroin. 

Thereafter, an FIR was 
lodged under sections 21, 
21(c), 22, 25 & 29 of NDPS 
Act, 1985.

It has also been noted by 
the said court that as per 
the custody certificate, the 
petitioner’s total custody is 
03 years, 02 months, and 19 
days. Thus, the indisputably 
has no criminal antecedents 
and has already complete 
pre-trial custody exceeding 
two years and six months ad 
he is entitled to bail based 
on Dheeraj Kumar Shukla v. 
The State of Uttar Pradesh.

The court stated that as per 
the judgement in Dheeraj 
Kumar’s, the bail can be 
granted even when the case 

involves commercial quan-
tity under NDPS Act when 
the following three condi-
tions are fulfilled:

1.The custody of more than 
2 years and 6 months and the 
delay was not attributable to 
the accused.

2.The trial is at an initial 
stage.

3.The petitioner being the 
first offender.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Chitkara in the case ob-
served and has noted that 
the applicant fulfils all the 
three criteria’s and granted 
him the relief by imposing 
certain conditions.

The court placed Reliance 
upon Mohammed Zubair 
v. State of NCT of Delhi, 
wherein it has been held by 
the Supreme Court that the 
bail conditions imposed by 
the Court must not only have 
a nexus to the purpose that 
they seek to serve but must 
also be proportional to the 
purpose of imposing them.

Accordingly, the court dis-
posed of the plea.

The Delhi High Court in the 
case S. v. State of GNCT Del-
hi and Ors observed and has 
recently disposed of the plea 
moved of habeas corpus, 
wherein the missing girl, a 
minor, was recovered but her 
parents/petitioner refused to 
take custody in view of her 
pregnancy.

In the present case, the 
petition was moved by the 
mother of the girl, seeking 
directions for her production 
before the court.

It was alleged before the 
court that the boy had lured 
the daughter away, estab-
lished physical relations with 
her and made public certain 
illicit videos that he had made 
of her.

The petitioner in the case 
also averred that an FIR un-

der section 463 of the Indian 
Penal Code, IPC had been 
registered at her behest.

However, the police kept 
telling her that her daughter 
was enjoying family life with 
her husband.

The Standing Counsel 
appearing for the State ap-
praised the said court that 
the accused had been sent to 
judicial custody and the miss-
ing girl had been recovered.

Further, he also informed 
the court that the said girl was 
pregnant by 6 weeks.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait 
and Justice Shalinder Kaur 
in the case observed and has 
interacted with the recov-
ered girl, who was present 
in court. The court observed 
that during the investigation, 
the girl admitted that she 
was 6 weeks’ pregnant and 
expressed a willingness to go 

with her parents.
Therefore, the court ob-

served that at this stage, her 
parents refused to take her 
with them and they explained 
their refusal by stating that it 
was not the first time that 
their daughter had been al-
lured or was carrying preg-
nancy. Thus, on the said oc-
casion, they said, they did not 
wish to take her with them.

The court while considering 
the facts and circumstances of 
the case observed and has di-
rected for the recovered girl to 
be taken to a women’s shelter.

The counsel, Mr. Akshay 
Raj & Mr. Hunny Sharma, 
Advocates appeared for pe-
titioner

The counsel, Mr. Sanjay 
Lao, Standing Counsel (Crl.) 
with Mr. Abhinav Arya & 
Mr. Priyam Aggarwal, Ad-
vocates represented the 
respondent(s).

The Supreme Court in the 
case has summoned the the 
Chairperson of Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee, 
DPCC on next date of its 
hearing in air pollution mat-
ter i.e., November 10. 2023.

The bench in its order 
stated that the smog tower 
which has been instituted 
in pursuance to the direc-
tions issued earlier albeit on 
experimental basis, is not 
working. Thus, on the que-
ry, the answer is some dis-
ciplinary action is proposed 
against an officer, who being 
the Chairman of DPCC. This 
being ludicrous and we want 
the tower to be working, as 
to against which officer what 
they do is their business.

The counsel, Senior Advo-
cate Aparajitha Singh (Am-
icus), pointed out the aspect 
of smog towers being non-
functional.

In the present case, the in-
tervention application was 
filed in the case MC Mehta v. 
Union of India matter seek-
ing the following prayers:
1. The Delhi Pollution Con-
trol Committee is directed 
to immediately release data 
from the study on ‘Real Time 
Source Apportionment and 
Forecasting for Advance 
Air Pollution Management 
in Delhi, commissioned by it,
2. The Delhi Pollution Con-
trol Committee is directed 
to publish real time source 
apportionment data for the 
sources of air pollution in 

Delhi on an ongoing basis, at 
least for this Winter Season 
of 2023-2024.
3. The Government of NCT 
of Delhi as well as the Delhi 
Pollution Control Commit-
tee is directed to re-open 
and operationalize the Smog 
Tower installed at Baba 
Kharak Singh Marg, Conn 
aught Place, New Delhi.

The court in the case ob-
served and has directed the 
Chairperson of DPCC to re-
main personally present in 
Court on Friday.

It has also been submitted 
during the hearing with re-
gards to smog towers that 
may I also point out that as 
per a direction of the Su-
preme Court a smog tower 
was set up, at the expense 
to 20 crores to exchequer in 
CP. Now, I have read news-
papers reports that it is not 
functioning…. Let the Delhi 
Govt. in order to ensure that 
the smog tower starts func-
tioning.

The Delhi High Court in the 
case observed and has grant-
ed divorce to Bollywood 
Singer and Actor Honey 
Singh and his wife.

The bench headed by prin-
cipal judge (Family Court) 
Paramjit Singh in the case 
observed and has granted 
the decree of divorce to the 
parties after a settlement 
agreement was arrived be-
tween them to put an end 
to all the disputes, which in-
cludes a domestic violence 
case filed against the singer 
by his wife.

In the present case, Singh’s 
wife withdrew the domestic 
violence case after the settle-
ment. Thus, it has been al-
leged by her that Singh and 
his family members were 
brash and violent towards 
her and that the singer has 
a history of criminal intimi-
dation, hurt, brutal violence 

towards people who do not 
give into his demands.

The Principal Judge while 
pronouncing the order asked 
Singh if he wants to try and 
live with the wife, to which 
he replied that there was no 
such further chance of them 
living together.

Accordingly, the court 
granted the divorce.

The counsel, Advocates 
Ishaan Mukherjee along 
with Advocates Amrita 
Chatterjee and Jaspal Singh 
appeared for Honey Singh

The counsel, Advocate 
Vivek Singh appeared 
for Shalini Talwar.
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IndonesIa 
sentences ex-
mInIster to 15 
years
JAKARTA : Indonesia’s 
anti-graft court on 
Wednesday sentenced a 
former Cabinet minister 
to 15 years in prison 
after finding him guilty of 
corruption linked to the 
construction of mobile 
phone transmission 
towers in remote parts 
of the country. Johnny G 
Plate, former communi-
cation and information 
technology minister, was 
arrested in May after 
being questioned as part 
of an investigation by 
the attorney general’s 
office in Jakarta. He 
was detained with five 
other suspects, including 
three from the private 
sector, after some 60 
people were questioned 
about the procurement 
process. 

earthquake 
of magnItude 
6.9 jolts tImor-
leste
DILI: On Wednesday, 
November 8, 2023, at 
10:22:57 IST, a sig-
nificant earthquake 
with a magnitude of 
6.9 struck the region 
located 507 kilometers 
ENE (East-Northeast) 
of Dili, Timor-Leste. 
The National Center for 
Seismology reported 
that the earthquake had 
a depth of 45 kilometers. 
The earthquake’s coor-
dinates were recorded at 
a latitude of -6.35 and a 
longitude of 129.59. This 
seismic event was a no-
table occurrence, and its 
impact may have been 
felt across the region, 
potentially prompting 
emergency response 
efforts and assessment 
of potential damages and 
risks.

court revIews 
mother’s 
convIctIons In 
chIld kIllIngs
SYDNEY: An Australian 
court will consider 
overturning a woman’s 
convictions for killing 
her four children, a 
government inquiry 
reported on Wednes-
day months after she 
was pardoned for the 
crimes due to new evi-
dence that the siblings 
had died of natural 
causes. Overturning 
Kathleen Folbigg’s 
convictions would end 
a legal battle that has 
reached the highest 
level of Australia’s 
court system to clear 
her of responsibility for 
her children’s deaths, 
which happened over a 
decade between 1989 
and 1999. 

terrorIst 
attack kIlls 2 
polIcemen In 
pakIstan
PESHAWAR: Heavily 
armed militants attacked 
an oil and gas com-
pany in Pakistan’s restive 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province, killing two 
policemen and injuring 
three others, police said. 
The attack occurred late 
on Tuesday night at the 
Alhaj Oil and Gas Com-
pany in the Dera Ismail 
Khan district bordering 
the South Waziristan 
tribal district. Following 
the shootout, two police-
men were killed and 

legal proceedIng clImate change

Ivanka Trump to testify in 
civil fraud trial after father

greenland Ice-shelf melt may cause 
2-meter sea level rIse

Her father gave caustic tes-
timony. Her brothers each 
spent more than a day on 
the witness stand. Now it’s 
Ivanka Trump’s turn to face 
questioning in the civil fraud 
trial that is publicly probing 
into the family business. Ex-
President Donald Trump’s 
eldest daughter, who has 
been in his inner circle in 
both business and politics, is 
due on the stand Wednesday, 
after trying unsuccessfully to 
block her testimony. Unlike 
her father and her broth-
ers, Eric Trump and Donald 

Trump Jr., she is no longer a 
defendant in New York At-
torney General Letitia James’ 
lawsuit.

 James alleges that Donald 
Trump’s asset values were 

fraudulently pumped up 
for years on financial state-
ments that helped him get 
loans and insurance. The 
non-jury trial will decide 
allegations of conspiracy, 
insurance fraud and falsify-
ing business records — but 
Judge Arthur Engoron al-
ready has resolved the law-
suit’s top claim by ruling that 
Trump engaged in fraud. 
That decision came with 
provisions that could strip 
the ex-president of oversight 
of such marquee properties 
as Trump Tower, though 
an appeals court is allowing 
him continued control of his 
holdings, at least for now. 

Published in ‘Nature Com-
munications’ on Tuesday, a 
study into Greenland’s huge 
northern glaciers found that 
melting of ice shelves may lift 
the sea levels by 2.1 meters, 
nearly 7 feet if the glaciers 
were to break down com-
pletely. The report suggests 
that since 1978, ice shelves 
in North Greenland have 
lost more than 35 per cent 
of their total volume, with 
three of them collapsing 
completely.

The study examines eight 
ice shelves, which act as 
floating extensions of Pe-

termann, Steensby, Ryder, 
Ostenfeld, Hagen Brae, 
Zachariae Isstrom and Stor-
strommen/Bistrup Brae 
glaciers.

The authors of the study 
used thousands of satellite 
images, along with climate 
models and measurements 

from the field. The study de-
scribes the scientist’s meth-
ods stating, “We document 
the evolution of basal melt-
ing rates, calving fluxes, ice 
front/grounding line (GL) 
positions, ice shelf volume, 
velocity and discharge us-
ing a combination of multi-

ple remote sensing datasets 
and outputs from a regional 
climate model. Finally, we 
use Conductivity Tempera-
ture Depth (CTD) measure-
ments and an Arctic Ocean 
Physics Reanalysis (AOPR) 
to compare the ice shelves’ 
evolution with changes in 
ocean temperature.”

Over the eight main ice 
shelves, the floating exten-
sions of Zachariae Isstrom, 
Ostenfeld and Hagen Brae 
completely collapsed be-
tween 2003 and 2010, the 
study shows. With the col-
lapse of the Zachariae Is-
strom glacier’s ice shelf in 
2003, the ice discharge into 
the ocean doubled, accord-

deadly attack

co-operatIon

suspected chemIcalsnegatIve Impact 

Almost 10,000 rockets fired 
from Gaza since October 7

Blinken reiterates US support for 
Ukraine holding Russia accountable

croatIa advIses tap water consumptIon 
due to bottled drInk IncIdents

pakIstan sees 500% Increase In suIcIde 
bombIngs post-talIban power

Hamas terrorists in the Gaza Strip have fired more than 9,500 
rockets at Israeli territory since Hamas launched its multi-
pronged attack on the Jewish state one month ago, according 
to data published by the Israeli Foreign Ministry on Tuesday.

Jerusalem said the numbers are not final and are constantly 
being updated. Throughout Tuesday, multiple air-raid sirens 
were activated in central Israel and localities near the border 
with Gaza.Some 1,400 people have been murdered in Israel 
since October 7, while 7,198 more have been wounded. As of 
Tuesday evening, 342 people remain hospitalized, of whom 
51 are in serious condition, according to Israeli Health Min-
istry data.

Hamas is believed to be holding at least 239 people hostage 
in Gaza. Along with Israeli citizens, this figure includes 25 
Thai nationals, 21 Argentinians, 18 Germans, 10 Americans, 
seven French, seven Russians, four Hungarians, three Poles, 
three Portuguese, two Brits, two Filipinos, two Romanians 
and two Tanzanians.

In addition, the terror group is holding hostage individual 
nationals of Canada, Austria, Brazil, China, South Africa, 
Denmark, Ireland, Lithuania, Mexico, Nepal, the Nether-
lands, Serbia, Ukraine and Uruguay. More than 330,000 
Israeli citizens have returned from abroad since the start of 
“Operation Swords of Iron,” the Israel Airports Authority an-
nounced on Tuesday, increasing the Jewish state’s population 
by almost 3.5 per cent.

At the same time, Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics re-
corded a sharp decrease in foreigners, including tourists, en-
tering the country. Approximately 98,600 visitors traveled 
to Israel in October, a decrease of 73 per cent compared to the 
same month in 2022.Since Oct. 7, the Israel Defense Forces 
has attacked over 14,000 terror targets in Gaza, IDF Spokes-
man Brig. Gen. Daniel Hagari said on Tuesday night. Troops 
have killed “thousands of terrorists above and beneath the 
ground” in the coastal enclave, according to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

On Wednesday, Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen is sched-
uled to travel to Brussels together with some of the families 
of the hostages, according to Hebrew media reports. As part 
of the visit, Israel’s top diplomat will reportedly address the 
European Parliament and meet with senior E.U. officials.

“Today, we mark one month since the terrible massacre 
committed by Hamas terrorists who infiltrated Israel. They 
committed the most horrible atrocities imaginable, murdered 
children, harmed women and kidnapped hundreds of civil-
ians, including elderly people and children,” Cohen posted 
on X on Tuesday.

“We will never forget and never forgive. We will destroy 
Hamas, a terrorist organization worse than ISIS, and we will 
do everything in our power for the return of the hostages. 

United Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken on Wednes-
day reiterated US support for 
Ukraine and for holding Rus-
sia accountable.He noted that 
Russia started the war against 
Ukraine and it could end the 
conflict at any time by with-
drawing its forces. Taking 
to X, Blinken stated, “Russia 
started the war in Ukraine 
and could end it at any time 
by withdrawing its forces and 
stopping its brutal attacks. 
Until it does, the United States 
has a clear way forward: Help 
Ukraine defend itself. Sup-
port the Ukrainian people. 
Hold Russia accountable.”

Blinken made the state-
ment in response to a post 
shared by US Secretary of 
Treasury Janet Yellen on X. 
Yellen stated that she along 
with Blinken, Secretary of 
Defence Lloyd Austin and 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
Administrator Samantha 
Power had through a letter 
urged Congress to approve 
Biden Administration’s re-
quest to provide USD 11.8 
billion in direct budget sup-
port to Ukraine

“I joined @SecDef, @SecB-
linken, and @PowerUSAID 
in a letter urging Congress 
to fully support @POTUS’ 
request to sustain our direct 
budget support to Ukraine, 

which plays a critical role in 
bolstering their military ef-
forts to win this war,” Yellen 
posted on X.

The four leaders sent a letter 
to US House of Representa-

tives Speaker Mike Johnson, 
US House of Representatives 
Democratic Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries, US Senate Majority 
Leader Charles Schumer and 
US Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell.

The letter stated, “We 
therefore strongly urge you 
to provide USD 11.8 billion 
to Ukraine in direct budget 
support, a cornerstone of 
the President’s supplemen-
tal request. Our investments 
in Ukraine’s success and our 
work to secure assistance 
from others will allow us to 
reduce our budget support 
from USD 14.4 billion in 
FY2023 to USD 11.8 billion 
in FY2024.”

The leaders noted, “The Ad-

ministration’s request of USD 
11.8 billion for direct budget 
support represents the mini-
mum amount needed to help 
cover Ukraine’s baseline 
needs, after accounting for 
other possible international 
support.We urge you to fully 
support the Administration’s 
request to provide USD 11.8 
billion in direct budget sup-
port now to help Ukraine win 
the war, thereby advancing 
US national security,” .

“A successful Ukraine will 
demonstrate the resolve of the 
United States and its partners 
to defend the territorial sover-
eignty and fundamental free-
doms of democratic countries 
against authoritarian aggres-
sion.

Authorities in Croatia on 
Wednesday recommended 
people drink only tap water 
as they investigated reports 
of several cases of people 
falling ill and suffering in-
juries allegedly after con-
suming bottled beverages. 
Health Minister Vili Beros 

said several people have 
sought medical help for “in-
juries inflicted by suspected 
chemical elements.’’ Most 
have had mild symptoms 
and will be released home, 
he said.

Health authorities ordered 
the “suspected” products 
pulled out from shops, res-
taurants and elsewhere. 
They did not say which 

products were being with-
drawn, but photos on social 
media from shops suggested 
they were Coca-Cola brands.

“Preliminary we can say 
that two (cases) were directly 
linked to the consuming of 
certain drinks while we are 
yet to determine the rest,” 
Beros said. “There is no need 
for panic but there is for cau-
tion.” The Coca-Cola Co. in 

Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul 
Haq Kakar said on Wednesday that 
terror attacks in Pakistan rose 60 per 
cent and suicide bombings by 500 per 
cent after the Taliban came to power in 
neighbouring Afghanistan.

“After the establishment of the interim 
Afghan government in August 2021, we 
had a strong hope that there would be 

long-term peace in Afghanistan. Strict 
action would be taken against Paki-
stan-opposing groups, especially the 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), and 
they would absolutely not be allowed 
to use Afghan soil against Pakistan,” 
Kakar said at a press conference in Is-
lamabad.

“But unfortunately, after the estab-
lishment of the interim Afghan govt, 
there has been a 60 per cent increase in 
terror incidents and a 500 per cent rise 

in suicide attacks in Pakistan,” he said.
He said that 2,267 Pakistani citizens 

were killed in the past two years due to 
the attacks by the TTP using Afghan 
soil.

“During this time, 15 Afghan citizens 
were also among the people involved in 
suicide attacks. Other than this, till now, 
64 Afghan citizens were killed while 
fighting Pakistan’s law enforcement 
agencies during the counterterrorism 
campaign,” he said.
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The UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres 
has said Gaza is “be-

coming a graveyard for 
children”, CNN reported. 
Guterres told reporters in 
New York: “The nightmare 
in Gaza is more than a hu-
manitarian crisis. It is a crisis 
of humanity.” He added that 
the need for a ceasefire is be-
coming “more urgent with 
every passing hour.”

“The parties to the conflict-
-and, indeed, the interna-
tional community--face an 
immediate and fundamental 
responsibility: to stop this in-
human collective suffering 
and dramatically expand 
humanitarian aid to Gaza,” 
he said.

The UN chief said 89 staff 
members of the UN Relief 
and Works Agency for Pales-
tine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) have been killed 
since the Israel-Hamas war 
began a month ago. More UN 

aid workers “have been killed 
in recent weeks than in any 
comparable period in the his-
tory of our organisation,” he 
wrote on X on Monday night.

“I join in the mourning of 89 
of our @UNRWA colleagues 
who have been killed in Gaza-
-many of them with members 
of their family,” he added, as 
per CNN.

UNRWA on Tuesday said 
that at least 26 members had 
been injured.

“We are beyond devastated. 
Our colleagues will be greatly 
missed, and they will not be 

forgotten. We share this grief 
with each other and with the 
families,” the agency said on 
X.

The UN Secretary-General’s 
comments come four weeks 
after Israel declared war on 
Hamas, following the terror-
ist organisation’s October 7 
attack that killed 1,400 peo-
ple in Israel and saw about 
240 others kidnapped.

Israel retaliated by launch-
ing an air and ground of-
fensive on Gaza, vowing to 
eliminate the militant group. 
Meanwhile, Israeli Defence 

Minister Yoav Gallant has de-
clared that Israel will retain 
“complete freedom of action 
to respond to any situation 
in the Gaza Strip” once the 
ongoing war ends, CNN re-
ported on Tuesday.

Speaking at the Foreign Af-
fairs and Defence Committee, 
Gallant emphasised that “at 
the end of this ‘campaign,’ 
Hamas, as a military organ-
isation or governing body 
in Gaza, will cease to exist,” 
CNN reported citing Ynet 
news website.

“There will be no security 
threat to Israel from Gaza, 
and Israel will retain com-
plete freedom of action to 
respond to any situation in 
the Gaza Strip that poses 
any kind of threat,” Gallant 
was heard saying on the Ynet 
recording.

These statements align 
with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
recent remarks that Israel 
would have overall security 
responsibility in Gaza for an 
indefinite period following 

the war. However, the Israeli 
government has not provided 
detailed plans for governing 
Gaza should Hamas be elimi-
nated.

The situation in Gaza post-
war remains uncertain, with 
concerns about how Israel 
plans to manage it. The lat-
est violence has caused more 
than 1,400 deaths in Israel 
and at least 10,022 in Gaza 
as of November 6, accord-
ing to authorities on both 
sides. Israel will have “secu-
rity responsibility” over the 
Gaza Strip for an indefinite 
period following its war 
against Hamas, Netanyahu 
announced in an interview 
aired Monday night, The 
Times of Israel reported.

“I think Israel will for an in-
definite period have security 
responsibility,” Netanyahu 
told ABC News. “We’ve seen 
what happens when we don’t 
have that... security respon-
sibility, what we have is the 
eruption of Hamas terror 
on a scale that we couldn’t 
imagine.”

mass murder 

gaza termed ‘graveyard for 
chIldren’ by un secretary-general
TDG NETWORK
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The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres

United Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken

Ivanka Trump.



Israel Defence Forces 
(IDF) on Wednesday 
said it has killed one of 

the top figures in Hamas’s 
weapons manufacturing 
apparatus in an overnight 
airstrike.

The military and Shin Bet 
have called Muhsin Abu 
Zina “one of the leaders of 
weapons production” for 
Hamas, who specialised in 
manufacturing “strategic 
weapons and rockets,” ac-
cording to the newspaper 
report. The IDF has called 
him the head of Hamas’s 
“industries and weaponry” 
division.

Taking to X, Israeli De-
fence Forces stated, “IDF 
fighters continue to oper-
ate deep in the Gaza Strip, 
eliminating terrorists and 
directing aircraft to attack 
terrorist infrastructure. An 
IDF fighter jet, guided by 
the intelligence of the Shin 
Bet and Amman, destroyed 
the Abu Zina warehouse, 

which served as the head of 
the Industries and Weapons 
Department at the Hamas 
production headquarters.”

“Abu-Zina is one of the 
leaders in the production of 
ammunition for the terror-
ist organization Hamas and 
specializes in the produc-
tion of strategic ammuni-
tion and rockets for Hamas 
terrorists. During the night, 
IDF fighters identified a ter-
rorist squad that planned to 
fire anti-tank missiles at our 
forces. 

The fighters directed an 
aircraft that attacked the 
squad and eliminated sev-
eral terrorists,” it added.

Furthermore, IDF said 
that it directed an aircraft to 
target the terrorist squad re-
sponsible for firing rockets 
and killed a number of ter-
rorists during the airstrike.

In a post shared on X, Isra-
el Defence Forces stated, “In 
addition, the fighters direct-
ed an aircraft to attack a ter-
rorist squad that is respon-
sible for firing rockets into 
the country and eliminated 

a number of terrorists.”
Earlier, the Israeli Air 

Force said that it attacked 
targets of Hezbollah, includ-
ing the Amlah warehouse. It 
said that the attack was con-
ducted in response to firing 
from Lebanese territory.

Taking to X, Israeli Air 
Force stated, “Fighter jets 
of the Air Force attacked 
targets of the terrorist or-
ganization Hezbollah, 
among them the Amlah 
warehouse, launch posi-
tions, infrastructures for 
targeting terrorism and sites 
where technological means 
of the terrorist organiza-
tion Hezbollah are located. 
The attack was carried out 
in response to firing from 
Lebanese territory earlier 
today.”

Earlier, Israel Defence 
Forces shared a video show-
ing some of the weapons 
used by Hamas, including 
explosive belts, firearms, 
hand grenades and rockets.

While sharing the video 
on X, IDF stated, “Raw foot-
age: Here are some of the 

weapons found on Hamas’ 
terrorists on October 7th. 
1,493 hand grenades and ex-
plosives, 760 RPGs, 427 ex-
plosive belts, 375 firearms, 
106 rockets and missiles. 
These are just a few of the 
weapons used to massacre 
over 1,400 Israeli civilians. 
Weapons used for the kill-
ing of innocents.”

Meanwhile, the Israel 
Defence Forces (IDF) said 
that Sgt First Class (res.) 
Yaacov Ozeri (28) of the 
401st Armored Brigade 
was killed while fighting 
against Hamas terrorists in 
the northern Gaza Strip. He 
is the 31st soldier to be killed 
since Israel began its coun-
ter-offensive in response to 
Hamas’s attack on October 
7, the newspaper reported.

Furthermore, the IDF 
said three soldiers from the 
Golani Brigade’s 13th Bat-
talion, the 401st Brigade’s 
601st Battalion, and the 
Paratrooper’s 890th Battal-
ion were seriously injured 
during fighting in northern 
Gaza on Tuesday. 
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Kabul bus explosion: 7 dead, 20 injured

WWii-era blimp hangar 
destroyed in California fire

douyu Ceo missing: China’s teCh 
seCtor Worries

taliban aCCuses paK of humiliating 
Kabul With immigrants’ expulsions

tragiC

destruCtion
ConCerning blame

As many as seven people 
died, and 20 others were 
injured in a bus explosion 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, on 
Tuesday, according to the 
police, as reported by the 
news agency. 

According to Kabul police 
spokesman Khalid Zadran, 
the explosion occurred in 
the Dasht-e-Barchi neigh-
borhood of Kabul, an area 
known to be home to the 
marginalized Hazara Shia 
community.

The explosion occurred in 
a bus carrying civilian pas-
sengers in the Dasht-e-Bar-
chi area of Kabul, resulting 
in the loss of seven lives and 
injuring 20 others, the Kabul 
police spokesman wrote on 
‘X’, as per the news agency.

Zadran said that security 
personnel were present at 

the scene and had initiated 
an investigation into the in-
cident.

Late in October, an explo-
sion occurred in a sports 
club in the same neighbour-
hood. ISIS claimed respon-
sibility for the same. Taliban 
authorities had confirmed 
four fatalities and seven in-
juries in the incident.

Earlier, at least 11 people 

were killed when an explo-
sion occurred near a mosque 
in northern Afghanistan at 
a memorial service for the 
Taliban’s provincial deputy 
governor, who died in an 
attack earlier this week, of-
ficials said, according to the 
news channel.

The explosion happened 
during the memorial service 
for Nisar Ahmad Ahmadi, 

the deputy governor of Ba-
dakhshan who was killed in 
a car bombing on Tuesday.

A former Taliban police of-
ficial was among those killed 
and more than 30 others 
were wounded in the explo-
sion near Nabawi Mosque on 
Thursday, according to Ab-
dul Nafi Takor, the Taliban-
appointed spokesman for 
the interior ministry. 

A raging fire destroyed a 
massive World War II-era 
wooden hangar that was 
built to house military 
blimps based in Southern 
California, and authorities 
said the blaze could burn for 
days. The Orange County 
Fire Authority said in a so-
cial media post that allow-
ing the structure to collapse 
was the only way to fight the 
inferno, which was reported 
around 1 a.m. The cause was 
under investigation.

The agency released video 
of flames racing along the 
curved roof, which fell apart 
in sections. A huge plume of 
dark smoke was visible for 
miles around. “Due to the 
dynamic nature of the fire, 
and the imminent danger 
of collapse, we have deter-
mined the most operation-
ally sound method is to allow 
the structure to collapse, at 
which point ground crews 
can move in closer, and ag-
gressively work to extin-
guish the fire,” the Fire Au-
thority said.

Fire Chief Brian Fennessy 
said no injuries were re-
ported. The fire smouldered 
into the evening. The historic 
hangar was one of two built 
in 1942 for the U.S. Navy in 
the city of Tustin, about 35 
miles (56 kilometers) south-
east of Los Angeles. At the 
time, the Navy used lighter-
than-air ships for patrol and 
antisubmarine defence.

According to the city, the 
hangars are 17 stories high, 
more than 1,000 feet (305 
meters) long and 300 feet 
(91.4 meters) wide, put-
ting them among the larg-
est wooden structures ever 
built. The destroyed struc-

ture was known as the north 
hangar. The Navy installa-
tion became a Marine Corps 
air station in the 1950s and 
closed in 1999. Fennessy said 
his agency was in contact 
with the Navy, which still 
owns the property.

Hollywood productions 
have used the hangars for 
TV shows and movies in-
cluding “JAG,” “The X Files” 
and “Pearl Harbor,” and 
they’ve also appeared in 
commercials. In 1993, the 
site was listed by the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engi-
neers as one of the historic 
civil engineering landmarks 
of the 20th century.

The CEO of a Chinese live-
streaming service, backed 
by Tencent, has become the 
latest executive to go missing 
in the country, as reported by 
the news channel. Tencent 
Holdings Ltd. is a Chinese 
multinational technology and 
entertainment conglomerate.

DouYu (DOYU) CEO Chen 
Shaojie has been unreachable 
in recent days. It also cited un-
confirmed reports that Chen 
was being investigated and 
had been missing for nearly 
three weeks.

The 39-year-old CEO made 
his last public appearance in 
August when he spoke on the 
company’s quarterly earnings 
conference call with financial 
analysts, the report said.

The Chinese live streaming 
service was listed on the Nas-
daq in 2019, where it raised 
about USD 775 million in one 
of the largest share offerings 
by a Chinese company on 
Wall Street that year.

DouYu, which translates to 
“fighting fish” in Chinese, is 
often compared to Amazon’s 
Twitch service. It hosts inter-
active live streams of video 

games on its desktop and mo-
bile apps while letting users 
chat in real time and inviting 
them to watch other content 
created for its platform, as per 
the news channel.

The CEO’s unexplained 
absence comes as China 
continues an anti-corruption 
crackdown that has trapped 
top executives, particularly in 
the finance and tech sectors.

China’s top anti-corruption 
watchdog, in a brief statement 
on Saturday, said it was in-
vestigating Zhang Hongli, a 
former senior executive at the 
Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China (ICBC), one of 
China’s “Big Four” lenders.

Zhang was “suspected of 
seriously violating rules and 
laws,” a phrase that is com-

monly used to refer to corrup-
tion, the Central Commission 
for Discipline Inspection said, 
without giving any further 
details.

Bao Fan, a star investment 
banker and tech dealmaker, 
was also caught up in the 
sweep. In May, Chinese state 
media reported that Bao had 
been in the custody of the 
anti-graft agency since his 
disappearance in February, 
as per the news channel.

In 2023, the commission 
has already investigated 
more than a dozen senior 
executives at the country’s 
most important financial 
institutions, according to a 
previous CNN analysis of 
statements posted on the 
CCDI’s website.

Afghanistan’s Taliban-appointed Acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Amir Khan Muttaqi, has accused Pakistan of humili-
ating Kabul through the expulsion of immigrants, as reported 
by the news agency. 

Muttaqi mentioned that despite their concerns being com-
municated to Pakistani military and foreign affairs officials, 
no action has been taken to halt the deportation. He asserted 
that Pakistan’s deportation of immigrants is an attempt to 
exert pressure on Kabul but emphasized that Afghanistan 
will not yield to such pressure.

Muttaqi expressed his concern about Pakistan’s unilateral 
decision to deport Afghan refugees and migrants. He said the 
despite sharing their concerns with both civilian and military 
authorities in Pakistan, the decision to expel these vulnerable 
populations remains in effect, further straining the already 
complex relationship between the two neighbouring coun-
tries, as per the news agency.

Meanwhile, the United Nations High Commission for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) has raised alarms about the severe problems 
and dangers faced by a significant number of Afghans forced 
to leave Pakistan.

Recent statistics indicate a significant flow of people return-
ing to Afghanistan. Approximately 174,000 people have re-
turned through the Torkham, Gholam Khan, and Angoor 
Ada crossings, while another 45,000 have returned via the 
Chaman-Spinboldak crossings.

ConfliCt

hamas operative linKed to roCKet 
produCtion Killed in idf striKe

UN Deputy Secretary-General urges 
action on Taliban’s women’s rights

The UN Deputy Secretary-
General, Amina J. Moham-
med, has called for an as-
sessment of the Taliban’s 
stringent restrictions on 
women and girls in Afghan-
istan as well as the denial of 
fundamental rights granted 
by divine principles, the 
news channel reported.

Speaking at the inaugural 
session of the International 
Conference on Women in Is-
lam in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 
UN Deputy Secretary-Gen-
eral Amina emphasized that 
investing in girls’ education 
can ensure a promising fu-
ture not only for the girls 
themselves but also for their 
families and communities.

Amina said: “The Taliban’s 
harsh restrictions and deni-
al of divinely granted rights 
must be addressed as a mat-
ter of urgency. By investing 
in the education of our girls, 
we are not just uplifting in-
dividuals; we are securing a 
brighter future for our fami-
lies, our sisters, communi-
ties, and neighbourhoods.”

Indonesia’s foreign minis-
ter, participating in the same 

conference, called on the 
Organisation of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) to suspend 
its engagement with Af-
ghanistan due to the restric-
tions imposed on women 
and girls. The Asian Group, 
which includes Indonesia, 
advocates for women’s ac-
cess to education and full 
participation in Afghan 
society, which they believe 
will greatly benefit Afghani-
stan’s recovery efforts.

Indonesian Foreign Min-
ister Retno Marsudi said: 
“The Asian Group calls on 
the OIC ... to suspend the 
engagement in Afghanistan 
spearheaded by ulema’s 
mission. We want access 

of women to education 
and all aspects of Afghan 
society. This will result in 
tremendous results for Af-
ghanistan’s recovery pro-
grammes.”

Meanwhile, the Taliban’s 
spokesperson, Zabihul-
lah Mujahid, asserted that 
women’s rights are guar-
anteed in Afghanistan, 
citing Islamic and Sharia 
principles as the founda-
tion for these rights. He ac-
knowledged some isolated 
issues that still need to be 
addressed.

“The issue of human 
rights, particularly, the 
rights of women, has been 
resolved. The rights that 

have been given to sisters 
in Islam and Sharia, are the 
best rights which have nev-
er been seen elsewhere. We 
do have some problems in 
some areas which have not 
been addressed but these 
are exceptions,” Mujahid 
said, as per the news chan-
nel.

Recently, several members 
of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council expressed con-
cerns about human rights 
violations and women’s 
rights in Afghanistan, stat-
ing that women, including 
female journalists and hu-
man rights activists, are fac-
ing violence in public places, 
the news agency reported.

Members of the UN Secu-
rity Council called for the 
“meaningful” participation 
of women in all decision-
making processes.

Previously, members of 
the UNSC expressed con-
cerns about human rights 
violations and fundamen-
tal freedoms of women and 
girls in Afghanistan through 
a joint statement, emphasis-
ing that these actions are 
contrary to the expectations 
of the global community. 

equality

Foreign ministers from U.S., Japan, Canada, France, Italy, EU, UK, and Germany attend a session on the war in Ukraine 
during the G7 Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Tokyo on Wednesday. (AP/PTI)
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Devotees 
take a dip 

at Sangam 
during the 

month of 
Kartik in 

Prayagraj on 
Wednesday. 

(ANI)

Picture Perfect

I think what 
you achieve in 
your life is the 
result of your 
own talent and 
hard work.

— Deepika paDukone

BrAiN PicKiNG

(Bollywood Actress)

TDG NETWORK  
MuMBAi

ActioN Movie

Makers of the upcoming action thrill-
er film ‘Singham Again’ unveiled ac-
tor Kareena Kapoor Khan’s first look 
from the film on Wednesday.

Taking to Instagram, Rohit shared 
the first look poster which he cap-
tioned, “Meet the strength behind 
Singham...Avni Bajirao Singham...”

Rohit also recalled working with 
Kareena in previous projects and 
wrote, “We first worked together in 
2007...3 blockbusters till now Gol-
maal Returns. Golmaal 3. Singham 
returns... And now working on our 
fourth project... Singham Again...16 
year long association. Nothing has 
changed, Bebo is still the same, sim-
ple, sweet and hardworking.” 

In the poster, Kareena could be seen 
in a fierce look holding a gun in her 
hands and with some injury marks on 
her forehead. Soon after the director 
shared the poster, fan swamped down 
the comment section and dropped red 
hearts and fire emoticons.

Helmed by Rohit Shetty ‘Sing-
ham Again’ also stars Ajay Devgn, 
Deepika Padukone, Akshay Kumar, 
Tiger Shroff, and Ranveer Singh in 

the lead roles.
‘Singham Again’ is the third instal-

ment of the super-hit franchise and 
the film is all set to hit theatres on the 
occasion of Independence Day 2024. 
It will face a big clash with Allu Ar-
jun’s ‘Pushpa 2’.

‘Singham’ was released in 2011, star-
ring Kajal Aggarwal and Prakash Raj 
in lead roles, followed by ‘Singham 
Returns’ in 2014. Both projects were 
declared box office hits.

Meanwhile, on the work front, Ka-
reena recently attended the premiere 
of her film ‘The Buckingham Mur-
ders’ at the Jio MAMI Mumbai Film 

Festival in a black dress with pink 
sleeves. She went for nude makeup 
and tied her hair in a bun. On the oth-
er hand, Karisma and Saif twinned 
in white. Karisma looked exquisite 
in a white saree, while Saif looked 
royal in a white kurta-pyjama with 
a white Nehru jacket.

‘The Buckingham Murders’ is 
helmed by Hansal Mehta, It also stars 
Ash Tandon, Ranveer Brar, and Keith 
Allen. 

It is written by Aseem Arrora, 
Kashyap Kapoor, and Raghav Raj 
Kakker and produced by Balaji 
Telefilms and TBM Films alongside 
Shobha Kapoor, Ektaa R Kapoor, and 
Kareena Kapoor Khan.

Apart from this, Kareena will also 
be seen in ‘The Crew’ alongside Tabu, 
Kriti Sanon and Diljit Dosanjh. It is a 
story of three women and is touted as 
a laugh-riot, set against the backdrop 
of the struggling airline industry.

However, their destinies lead to 
some unwarranted situations and 
they get caught in a web of lies. Ac-
tor Kapil Sharma will also be seen in 
a special cameo role in the film. It is 
all set to hit the theatres on March 
22, 2024. 

‘SiNGhAM AGAiN’: rohit Shetty uNveilS 
KAreeNA KAPoor’S firSt looK

Manoj Bajpayee’s ‘Joram’ gears 
up for theatrical release

The highly anticipated 
film Manoj Bajpayee 
and Mohd Zeeshan 

Ayyub-starrer ‘Joram’ is all 
set to make its theatrical re-
lease.

Taking to Instagram, 
Manoj Bajpayee shared an 
announcement poster and 
captioned it,” A man, chased 
by his haunting past, races 
for his life! Get ready to wit-
ness this survival thriller. 
#Joram in cinemas world-
wide on 8th December.”

‘Joram,’ an Indian survival 
thriller drama, has already 
created a buzz on both na-
tional and international 
stages, earning acclaim at 
various film festivals. With 
its gripping storyline and 
outstanding cast, including 
Manoj Bajpayee, Moham-
med Zeeshan Ayyub, Rajshri 
Deshpande, Tannishtha 
Chatterjee and Smita Tambe 
in lead roles, the film prom-
ises to deliver an emotional 

experience. The film even 
received a standing ovation 
at its premiere screening in 
Mumbai. The immersive 
poster release with a motion 
logo along with the power-
ful teaser track sets the stage 
for an emotionally charged 
rural experience that will 
captivate audiences.

“It’s a very special film. I 
heard Joram’s script in 2016 

and I was really moved by it. 
I had concerns about how to 
shoot with a three-month-
old child but her mother 
and whole team managed 
the shooting so well and 
took proper care of the child. 
I also lost a lot of weight for 
my character in Joram...it’s 
the best film,” he shared.

Directed, written, and 
crafted by Devashish Makh-

ija and produced by Shariq 
Patel, Ashima Avasthi 
Chaudhuri, Anupama Bose, 
and Devashish Makhija.

The film is under the cin-
ematic vision of Piyush Puty 
and the editing mastery of 
Abhro Banerjee. The soul-
stirring music is composed 
by Mangesh Dhakde.

A collaborative effort 
between Zee Studios and 
MakhijaFilm, ‘Joram’ is set 
to become a cinematic mile-
stone, eagerly awaited by 
fans and critics alike and is 
set to release on December 8.

Meanwhile, in the coming 
months, Manoj will also be 
seen in other projects in-
cluding ‘Bhaiyya Ji’. As per 
a statement, ‘Bhaiyya Ji’ is 
packed with “intense action, 
gripping revenge drama and 
heartfelt emotions of fam-
ily bonding. Sharing details 
about the project, Manoj 
earlier said, “I am thrilled to 
step into the world of Bhai-
yaaji. It will be a raw and 
intense character that I am 
excited to bring to life.

TDG NETWORK
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utKArSh ShArMA BeGiNS ShootiNG for hiS Next ‘JourNey’
New ProJect

After the massive success of 
the action-drama film ‘Ga-
dar 2’ actor Utkarsh Shar-
ma has begun the shooting 
of his next project. Titled 
‘Journey’ the project is pro-
duced by ‘Gadar 2’ director 
Anil Sharma.
Taking to Instagram, Ut-
karsh shared a picture from 

the sets of the film which 
he captioned, “With your 
blessing we embark on a ne 
-- #Journey.”
In the picture, he can be seen 
facing against the camera 
and holding the clapboard 
of the film. He donned a 
white t-shirt paired with 
denims and a black jacket. 
Further deets about the 
project is still awaited.
Utkarsh was recently seen 

in the action-drama film 
‘Gadar 2’ which also starred 
Sunny Deol and Ameesha 
Patel in the lead roles.
The film received massive 
responses from the fans 
and is currently the second-
highest-grossing Hindi film 
and has surpassed the life-
time collection of ‘Pathaan’.
Helmed by Anil Sharma, 
‘Gadar 2’ is a sequel to the 
hit film which was released 

in theatres in 2001. Sunny 
Deol played the role of Tara, 
a truck driver, while Amee-
sha Patel played Sakina in 
the film that was set during 
the partition of India in 1947.
‘Gadar 2’ follows Tara Singh 
as he ventures across the 
border in a daring attempt 
to rescue his son, por-
trayed by Utkarsh Sharma, 
who has been captured in  
Pakistan.

5 iNdiAN citieS AMoNG world’S MoSt 
Polluted
india, the world’s second-most populous country, is 
facing a severe environmental crisis in the form of air 
pollution. Recent global reports have highlighted a grim 
reality: five indian cities are consistently ranked among 
the most polluted in the world. This alarming situation 
not only raises concerns about public health but also 
emphasizes the urgent need for stringent measures to 
combat air pollution in urban centers.

delhi: GASPiNG for BreAth iN the cAPitAl city
Delhi, india’s bustling capital, has earned the 
unfortunate reputation of being one of the 
most polluted cities globally. The city’s air 
quality is primarily compromised by vehicular 

emissions, industrial pollution, construction activities, 
and crop burning in neighboring states. The dense 
population coupled with inadequate infrastructure 
exacerbates the problem, leading to respiratory 
diseases, allergies, and other health issues among 
its residents.

KANPur: iNduStrieS cloudiNG the Air
Kanpur, a major industrial city in uttar 
Pradesh, faces severe air pollution due to 
emissions from factories and tanneries. 
unregulated industrial activities, combined 

with a lack of proper waste management, contribute 
significantly to the city’s polluted air. The toxic air not 
only affects the health of the people but also impacts 
the local flora and fauna, disrupting the delicate 
ecological balance.

  lucKNow: the city of NAwABS uNder A hAzy SKy
Lucknow, another prominent city in uttar 
Pradesh, is grappling with high levels of air 
pollution caused by vehicular emissions, 
industrial pollutants, and dust particles 

from construction sites. The historical and cultural 
heritage of the city is overshadowed by the thick smog, 
adversely affecting tourism and the overall quality of 
life for its inhabitants. The city’s administration has 
been striving to implement measures to improve air 
quality, but the challenges remain daunting.

 BhoPAl: PollutioN hAuNtiNG the city of lAKeS
Bhopal, infamous for the tragic gas leak in 
1984, continues to battle air pollution. Vehicular 
emissions, industrial pollution, and waste 
burning contribute to the city’s deteriorating 

air quality. Despite efforts to enforce environmental 
regulations, the city struggles to provide its residents 
with clean air, leading to a myriad of health problems and 
environmental degradation.

firozABAd: the GlASSMAKiNG towN choKed By eMiSSioNS
Firozabad, known for its glass industry, faces 
severe air pollution due to emissions from glass 
factories and other industrial units. The toxic air 
not only affects the health of the workers but 

also permeates the surrounding areas, posing a significant 
threat to the local population. Efforts to mitigate pollution 
in Firozabad are hindered by challenges such as outdated 
technology, lack of awareness, and economic constraints 
faced by the industries.

 -Bharti Naidu

1.Which international organization promotes 
World Freedom Day?
n United Nations        n World Bank n  International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) n  World Health Organization (WHO)

2. In what year was the first World Freedom 
Day celebrated?
n 1991                                     n 2001
n 2011                                 n 2021

3. Which of the following principles does World 
Freedom Day promote?
n Democracy and Human Rights n Economic Growth 
and Development n Environmental Conservation
 n Technological Innovation

4. Which country is credited with the concept of 
World Freedom Day?
n United States                         n United Kingdom
n France                                      n Germany

5. World Freedom Day is an opportunity to raise 
awareness about
n Climate Change                 n Gender Equality
n Freedom of Speech and Expression
 n  Space Exploration

1. United Nations, 2. 1991, 3. Democracy and Human Rights, 
4. United States, 5. Freedom of Speech 

Allu ArJuN’S dAd tAKeS A 
SwiPe At yASh, ASKS ‘who 

wAS he Before KGf?’

teluGu ciNeMA

uPcoMiNG releASe

LAThA SRINIvASAN

TDG NETWORK
MuMBAi 

Filmmakers in the south 
film industry have been 
known to always support 
each other but a recent 
statement by Telugu star 
Allu Arjun’s father, Allu 
Arvind, created a storm 
on social media. Allu Ar-
vind, who is Megastar 
Chiranjeevi’s brother-
in-law, is a top producer 
in Telugu cinema and 
he has now stepped into 
Bollywood as well.

During a recent event, 
Allu Arvind touched 
upon the topic of a star’s 
salary and how it im-
pacted the budget of a 
film. The producer stated 
that Kannada star Yash 
was not well-known in 
India before the success 
of Prashanth Neel’s KGF. 

He added that a big star 
alone cannot deliver a 
success but the making 
of the movie was also 
important and a star’s 
salary didn’t inflate the 
budget.

Allu Arvind explained, 
“The lead actor of a mov-
ie gets only 20 to 25 per 
cent of the film’s budget 
as remuneration. So, it 
is not true that the bud-

get of a film will increase 
because of his fees alone. 
On top of actors’ fees, a 
lot of money is spent to 
make the movie on a big-
scale.”

Pointing out Kannada 
star Yash as an example, 
he asked, “Who was Yash 
before KGF? How big 
was he? Why did KGF 
become so huge? He was 
able to elevate the film 
only because of its mak-
ing and grandeur. The 
grand scale on which 
it was made, made it a 
success. This is just one 
example. Whoever the 
hero of the movie is, it 
is because of the making 
that it attracts the audi-
ence.  It is also important 
to give quality.”

Many of Yash’s fans 
who saw the video on so-
cial media were unhappy 
and slammed these com-
ments.

 One user named Ta-
run, wrote, “Allu Ar-
vind #alluarvind don’t 
be jealous sir you will 
know the level  when 
Ya s h  1 9  A n n o u n c e -
ment will be made just 
wait and watch.” Others 
commented about nepo-
tism in the Telugu film  
industry.

trAiler

SuhANA KhAN, KhuShi 
KAPoor’S ‘the ArchieS’ 

trAiler to Be out oN thiS dAte
TDG NETWORK 
MuMBAi

Makers of the upcoming 
drama film ‘The Archies’ 
on Wednesday announced 
the official trailer release 
date of the film.
Helmed by Zoya Akhtar, the 
film marks the acting debut 
of Shah Rukh Khan’s daugh-
ter Suhana Khan, producer 
Boney Kapoor’s daughter 
Khushi Kapoor, and Am-
itabh Bachchan’s grandson 
Agastya Nanda.
Taking to Instagram, Zoya 
Akhtar shared a post which 
she captioned, “Ready to 
groove, move and raise the 
roof The Archies TRAILER 
drops TOMORROW.” The 
makers will be unveiling the 
official trailer of the film on 
November 9.
‘The Archies’, a coming-of-
age musical, follows the lives 
of Archie, Betty, Veronica, 
Jughead, Reggie, Ethel and 
Dilton who will take audi-

ences to the fictional hilly 
town of Riverdale. The film 
explores friendship, free-
dom love, heartbreak and 
rebellion.

The Indian adaptation 
of the beloved comics will 
see Dot play Ethel Muggs, 
Agastya Nanda as the 
charming and talented Ar-
chie Andrews, Khushi Ka-
poor taking the role of Betty 
Cooper, Mihir Ahuja as the 
always hungry Jughead 
Jones, Veronica Lodge por-
trayed by Suhana Khan, 
Heartthrob Reggie Mantle 
will be showcased by Ve-
dang Raina and Yuvraj 
Menda will play Dilton 
Doiley.Recently the mak-
ers unveiled a new track of 
the film ‘Va Va Voom’ which 
received decent responses 
from the fans.
‘Va Va Voom’ is composed 
by the trio Shankar-Ehsaan-
Loy, penned by renowned 
lyricist Javed Akhtar and 
sung by Tejas Menon. 



“Artificial intelligence is rapidly transforming the cybersecurity landscape, becoming a 
powerful tool to defend against threats. Large numbers of data sets can be analyzed using 
AI to predict what could potentially pose a threat, automate incident response, rank risks 
and give personalized information to employees on security awareness training.

Thus, organizations will be able to use AI to enhance their cybersecurity defense through 
need identification, selection of appropriate AI based security tools, careful implementa-
tion as well as monitor and optimize their performance.

Through employing AI in defense, these organizations will massively cut the chances 
of compromise.”

“The advancement of Artificial Intelligence has resulted in an evolution in the field of 
cybersecurity. The integration of expertise and AI’s remarkable capabilities represents 
an advancement in our capacity to combat online risks. AI acts as a protector, known for 
its response times and precision. It has become a blueprint for security systems always 
evolving and staying ahead of the most cunning dangers. Our engagement with technology 
goes beyond usage; we actively employ AI as a guardian that safeguards our data, privacy 
and guides the path of our digital progress.”

“Cybersecurity has taken center stage, and the integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) has 
become a game-changer. AI has emerged as a powerful ally in defending against evolving 
cyber threats. Its ability to analyze vast datasets, detect anomalies, and respond in real-
time provides a robust defense mechanism. Machine learning algorithms can adapt to 
new threats, identifying patterns and vulnerabilities that human experts may overlook.
Furthermore, AI-driven security solutions enhance incident response and reduce false 
positives, saving time and resources. As threats grow in sophistication, AI’s predictive 
capabilities can anticipate attacks and bolster proactive security measures. However, it’s 
crucial to strike a balance, as AI can also be exploited by malicious actors. Employing AI 
in cybersecurity is a dynamic and evolving strategy, offering both promise and challenges 
in the ever-evolving battle against cyber threats.”

“Our most effective defense is to utilize the potential of artificial intelligence in terms of 
cybersecurity. AI presents both challenges and opportunities. AI-powered systems can 
detect and prevent cyberattacks in real time while learning and adapting to new threats. 
However, it raises issues since hackers can use AI to improve their own strategies. It’s a race 
between good and bad artificial intelligence. To win, we must invest in AI-driven security, 
train our algorithms regularly, and create collaboration within the cybersecurity industry. 
Our survival in this new century is dependent on our capacity to use AI as a vigilant guard 
against the forces of digital wickedness.”
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The dawn of aI In search: LeT’s expLore googLe’s 
search generaTIve experIence (sge)

In the digital age, where the 
quest for information is as 
boundless as it is relentless, 
Google has once again rede-
fined the horizon. With the 
unveiling of the Search Gen-
erative Experience (SGE), 
the tech giant has not just 
raised the bar; it has crafted 
a new one. 

This article tunes into the 
heart of SGE, exploring its 
nuances, implications, and 
the vibrant future it heralds 
for search technology.

The Genesis of sGe
A Leap into the Future of 
Search
The Search Generative Ex-
perience is not merely an 
update; it’s a revolution. 
Born out of the necessity 
to evolve and the ambition 
to lead, SGE is Google’s an-
swer to the burgeoning field 
of generative AI. It’s a feature 
that synthesizes information 
with the finesse of a poet and 
the precision of a scholar, de-
livering summaries that are 
as informative as they are 
concise.
The AI Engine Behind the 
Magic
At its core, SGE is powered 
by a sophisticated AI that 
understands the context, 
extracts essence and pres-
ents knowledge in a nutshell. 
It’s like having a personal li-
brarian who not only knows 
where every book is but can 
also tell you what each one is 
about in a sentence or two.

The Mechanics of 
sGe
How SGE Weaves Its Spell
Imagine typing a query into 

Google Search, and instead 
of a list of links, you’re pre-
sented with a crisp, clear 
summary that feels like it’s 
been written just for you. 
That’s SGE in action. It’s a 
seamless blend of technol-
ogy and utility designed to 
enhance the user’s journey 
from question to answer.
The Algorithmic Alchemy

SGE’s algorithm is a tapes-
try of language models, data 
patterns, and user intent. It 
doesn’t just search; it under-
stands. It’s a digital alchemist 
turning the lead of raw data 
into the gold of distilled in-
formation.

The huMan Touch in 
ai suMMaries
Bridging the Gap Between 
Man and Machine
What sets SGE apart is its 
uncanny ability to mimic 
the human touch. The sum-
maries are not cold, robotic 
responses but rather engag-
ing, almost conversational 
pieces of text that resonate 
with the user’s quest for un-
derstanding.
The Art of Precision and 
Brevity
In the economy of words, 
SGE is a master. It knows 
that in the fast-paced world 
we live in, brevity is not 
just the soul of wit but also 
of wisdom. The AI behind 
SGE is trained to be laconic 
yet comprehensive, a balanc-
ing act that it performs with 
aplomb.

The iMpacT and 
iMplicaTions of sGe
Revolutionizing the User 
Experience

SGE is changing the game. 
It’s transforming the way 
we interact with the ocean 
of data that is the internet. 
With AI-generated summa-
ries, the experience becomes 
smoother, faster, and decid-
edly more pleasant. It’s like 
having a fast-forward button 
for search.

The Ripple Effect on SEO 
and Content Creation
The advent of SGE is sending 
waves across the digital mar-
keting landscape. SEO strat-
egies and content creation 
tactics are bound to evolve 
as the focus shifts from just 
ranking on search engines 
to being effectively summa-
rized by them.

GooGle’s sTraTeGic 
play in The ai 
arena
Staying Ahead of the AI 
Curve
SGE is Google’s strategic 
move to stay at the forefront 
of the AI revolution. It’s a 
clear signal that the com-
pany is not just adapting to 
the AI wave but is intent on 
surfing it. Google’s commit-
ment to AI is evident in the 

resources and intellect it has 
poured into making SGE a 
reality.
A Response to the Genera-
tive AI Challenge
The emergence of tools like 
OpenAI’s ChatGPT has un-
doubtedly stirred the pot. 
Google’s SGE is a response 
that echoes not with defen-

siveness but with the confi-
dence of a market leader. It’s 
a feature that says, “We see 
your AI, and we raise you 
one.”

The road ahead for 
sGe
The Experimental Phase 
and Beyond
Currently in its experimental 
phase, and launched in India 
& Japan after the US, SGE is 
like a sapling that’s expected 
to grow into a towering tree. 
The potential is immense, 
and the direction it will take 
is as exciting as it is unpre-
dictable.
Envisioning the Future of 
AI-Driven Search
The future with SGE prom-
ises a landscape where AI 
is not just an assistant but a 
guide. It’s a future where the 

line between searching and 
finding becomes increas-
ingly blurred, where the 
journey from query to clar-
ity is almost instantaneous.

in conclusion: 
The ai-powered 
odyssey
The Search Generative Ex-

perience is more than a fea-
ture; it’s a voyage into the 
future of search—a future 
where AI is the compass, 
the map, and the journey it-
self. As we stand on the cusp 
of this new era, one thing is 
clear: the search will never 
be the same again. 

Perhaps, in this brave new 
world, the actual search is 
not for information but for 
meaning, and with SGE, 
Google has taken a bold step 
towards that horizon.

Abhishek Anand is the founder 
of Skill Bud Technologies Pvt. 
Ltd., a tech company that spe-
cializes in Web 2.0, Web 3.0, 
NFT, Metaverse and digital 
marketing. He is also an Au-
thor, Speaker, Mentor and helps 
startups & businesses grow with 
technology.

A luxury SuV And A PerformAnce SedAn
2 new mercS for the feStiVe SeASon
India’s biggest luxury car-

maker, Mercedes-Benz, 
has launched two new 

cars in the Indian market 
just before Diwali. These 
are the 2023 facelift of the 
GLE SUV and the AMG C 
43 4MATIC performance 
sedan. While the former has 
been launched at a price that 
ranges between Rs. 96.40 
lakh and Rs. 1.15 crore, ex-
showroom, the AMG C 43 
has been priced at Rs. 98 
lakh.

2023 Mercedes-Benz 
Gle
The higher variants of the 
SUV, the GLE 450 d and 
GLE 450, come with AMG 
body styling which brings 
the vehicle visually close to 
the models from Mercedes-
AMG. The SUV gets four 
and six-cylinder engines 
with ISG technology while 
9G-TRONIC automatic 
transmission has come as 
standard. It also gets the 
new second generation of the 
MBUX infotainment system, 
something that was miss-
ing on the pre-facelift car. 
You also have a new steer-
ing wheel with capacitive 
buttons borrowed from the 
bigger GLS SUV. Inside, you 
get a Burmester surround 
sound system with 13 speak-
ers and a system output of 
590 watts. Apart from this, 
the SUV comes with 4-zone 
climate control, panoramic 
sunroof, wireless charger, 
and heating and ventilation 
functions on the front row.

You get both Diesel and 
Petrol engine options on the 
SUV. The GLE 450 d gets 
an engine upgrade from the 
previous GLE 400 d. This 
upgrade gives additional 
power of 27 kW, which takes 
the total output to 270 kW. 
The torque is also upped to 
750 Nm from the previous 
700 Nm. The GLE 450d and 
450 are also equipped with 
AIRMATIC suspension. In 
the AIRMATIC Package, an 
adaptive damping system 
meets an air suspension 
which results in an intel-
ligent comfort suspension 
that can adjust automatical-
ly to the driving conditions, 
speed, and load. This allows 
you to benefit from counter-

balancing driving stability 
with first-class comfort. In 
all, there are 7 metallic paint 
options and 3 MANUFAK-
TUR paint options on the 
SUV.

Mercedes aMG c 43 
4MaTic
At the heart of the new Mer-
cedes-AMG C 43 4MATIC 
is the AMG 2.0-litre four-
cylinder engine. The inter-
nally named M139 engine is 
the world’s first series-pro-
duction engine to be turbo-
charged with an electric ex-
haust gas turbocharger. The 
system is a direct derivative 
of the technology that the 
Mercedes-AMG Petronas 
F1 Team has been using in 

motorsport for many years. 
The car is also powered by 
the 48-volt onboard electri-
cal system, and the electric 
exhaust gas turbocharger 
operates at speeds of up to 
175,000 rpm, which enables 
a very high airflow rate. This 
significantly improves the 
response directly from idle 
speed and across the entire 
rev range. The C 43 4MATIC 
accelerates from a standstill 
to 100 km/h in just 4.6 sec-
onds.

The 2.0 Petrol engine here 
makes 408 hp at 6750 rpm. 
Depending on the situation, 
the system also briefly pro-
vides an additional boost of 
14 hp through the belt-driv-
en starter generator. Due to 

this, the car gets a fuel effi-
ciency of 9.1-8.7 litres/100 
km. The steering layout of 

the C 43 4MATIC contrib-
utes to the improvement in 
both dynamics and comfort, 

according to the brand. At 
high speeds, the steering 
power assistance decreases 
while at low speeds, it is 
steadily increased. The car 
also gets rear-axle steering 
which operates with a maxi-
mum steering angle of 2.5 de-
grees. The rear wheels turn 
in the opposite direction to 
the front wheels at speeds 
of up to 60 km/h, leading to 
a virtual shortening of the 
wheelbase, which in turn 
results in significantly more 
agile turn-in, less steering 
effort, and improved maneu-
verability.

Mercedes says the AMG 
ride control steel-spring 
suspension with Adaptive 
Damping System combines 

decidedly sporty driving dy-
namics with long-distance 
comfort. The basis for this 
is provided by the front axle, 
with specially developed 
steering knuckles and sus-
pension joints on the spring 
control arm. Additionally, 
the Adaptive Damping Sys-
tem continuously adapts the 
damping at each individual 
wheel to the current demand 
- always taking into account 
the preselected suspension 
level, the driving style, and 
the condition of the road sur-
face. Apart from an improve-
ment in ride quality and 
comfort, these also lead to 
an increase in driving safety.
The author is a Senior Editor at 
carandbike.com.

shams raza naqvi

the next
abhishek anand

cybersecurITy In The age of aI: how arTIfIcIaL 
InTeLLIgence enhances ThreaT defense

The incorporation of Artificial In-
telligence is a major changer in the 
dynamic domain of cybersecurity. 
AI-powered systems detect and fight 
developing threats, but they also raise 
worries about hostile AI. This is an 
iconic moment in which effective 
defense demands accepting AI as a 
sentinel against digital threats.

The 2.0 Petrol engine here makes 408 
hp at 6750 rpm. Depending on the 
situation, the system also briefly provides 
an additional boost of 14 hp through the 
belt-driven starter generator. Due to 
this, the car gets a fuel efficiency of 9.1-
8.7 litres/100 km. The steering layout 
of the C 43 4MATIC contributes to the 
improvement in both dynamics and 
comfort, according to the brand. 

TdG neTwork

laliT MeheTa, co-founder & ceo, deciMal TechnoloGies

raTan darGan is co-founder and cTo of ThouGhTsol infoTech,

sauraBh anand, chief operaTinG officer, Quarks TechnosofT

Bhaskar GanGuli, direcTor, MarkeTinG and sales, Mass sofT-
ware soluTions pvT. lTd.



Sadhguru

In the Indian culture, there was a time when there 
used to be a festival every day of the year – 365 fes-
tivals in a year. The idea behind this was to make 
our whole life into a celebration. Today, maybe only 
thirty or forty festivals remain. We are not able to 
celebrate even those now because we have to go to 
office or do something else daily. So, people usually 
celebrate only around eight or ten festivals annually. 
If we leave it like this, the next generation will not 
have any festival. They will not know what a festival 
is. They will just earn and eat, earn and eat – they will 
go on and on with just this. It has already become 
like this for many people. A festival means they give 
you a holiday, and you wake up only at noon. Then 
you just eat more, go for a movie or watch television 
at home. And only if they take some external stimu-
lants, will these people dance a little. Otherwise they 
will not sing or dance. It was not like that before. A 
festival meant that the whole town would gather in a 
place, and there would be a big celebration. A festival 
meant we got up at four in the morning, and very 
actively, lots of things happened all over the house. To 
bring back this culture in people, Isha celebrates four 
important festivals: Pongal or Makar Sankranti, Ma-
hashivratri, Dussehra and Diwali.

OShO
Thoughts are like dirt, clinging to 
the mirror of the mind. Thoughts, 
desires, imaginations, memories 
— all are forms of dirt. Because of 
them, the purity of the mind is lost. 
Because of them, the capacity to re-
flect, the mirror-like quality of the 
mind is lost. A continuous clean-
ing is needed. So, meditation is not 
something that you do once and for-
get about, because each moment of 
life you go on gathering dust. It is 
just like a traveler who is travelling. 
Each day he goes on gathering dust 
on his clothes, on his body. Every 
day he has to take a bath to cleanse 
his body. Again the next day he will 
be gathering.

If your meditation is going right, 
your dreams will by and by dis-
appear. Your night will become a 
peaceful sleep with no dreams. And 
if the night is without dreams, in the 
morning you will be able to come 
up very fresh, very young, virgin. 
Then meditate again, because even if 
there have been no dreams, with the 
very passage of time, dust collects. 
Even if you have not been travelling 
on dusty roads, just sitting in your 
house, dust collects. Even if your 
windows are closed, and doors are 
closed, in the morning you will find 
your room has gathered a little dust. 
Dust collects. The very passage of 
time is dust-collecting. In the morn-
ing, again meditate.

And if you meditate rightly and 
you become a silent pool of energy, 
you will move in the world in a total-
ly different way — non-conflicting, 
non-aggressive, in harmony. Even 
if somebody hates you, you will 

transform that energy into love. 
Then you will move in the world 
deeply skillfully… with the attitude 
of aikido. Whatsoever is happening, 
you will take it, receive it, in a deep 
love and gratitude. Even if some-
body insults you, you will accept it 
in deep love. And then the insult will 
be no more an insult. And then you 
will be nourished by it. By the insult 
he has thrown a certain amount of 
energy. He is losing it, you can gain 
it. You can simply receive it, wel-
come it. And if this becomes your 
natural way of life — the way of the 
Sannyasin, not the way of the sol-
dier — every moment you will feel 
things are growing into a new light 
and your mind is becoming more 
and more illuminating.

When your mind is pure, uncon-
taminated, unpolluted, when not 
even a thought flickers in your mind, 
and there is no smoke around your 
mind — your mind is like a clear sky 
without clouds — Buddha says you 
will be able to see everything that is. 
You will be able to know everything 
that is. Your sensitivity will be in-

finite. And whatsoever has existed 
from the very beginning of time will 
become available to you. Your know-
ing will become perfect.

And this illumination, this lumi-
nosity, does not come from anything 
outside you. It explodes from your 
innermost core. You are like a lamp 
which is covered by many curtains, 
dark curtains, and no light comes 
out of it. Then by and by you remove 
one curtain, then another curtain, 
then another curtain. And slowly 
rays start coming — not clear, but 
a glow. More curtains are removed 
— the glow becomes more penetrat-
ing, more clear. More curtains are 
removed… one day when all curtains 
are dropped, you suddenly see that 
you are a lamp unto yourself.

That source of luminosity is within 
you. It is not outside you. If you seek 
it outside, you seek in vain. Close 
your eyes and go within yourself. It 
is there… waiting since eternity. It 
is your innermost nature. You are 
luminosity, your being is luminous. 
This luminosity is not borrowed, it 
is your innermost core. It is you. You 
are light — a light unto yourself.

Meekness is power and meditation 
is illumination. Both are two aspects 
of the same coin. On one side it is 
meekness, egolessness; on another 
side it is purity of mind, illumina-
tion. They both go together. You will 
have to work on both these things 
simultaneously, together. Become 
more and more egoless, and become 
more and more meditative. And the 
greatest power will be yours, and the 
greatest knowing will be yours, and 
the greatest light will be yours.

Sri Sri ravi Shankar
Time and space are infinite. Grains of sand are countless. Atoms in 
the universe are innumerable. So also the stars and the galaxies. The 
same is with life on this planet, neither is there a beginning nor is 
there an end because life is all spherical. A sphere has neither a be-
ginning nor an end, nor a goal nor a direction. Truth has no direction 
and no goal. Truth itself is the goal and truth is infinite.

Feeling or expe-
riencing the infin-
ity within this finite 
body, l iving the 
timelessness within 
the time span of life, 
uncovering the bliss 
within the misery, 
this is what we are 
here for.

Today is Diwali, 
the festival  of 
lights. The streets 
and buildings are 
lit up with colorful 
lights.

There are four 
aspects of Diwali:
•	 L i g h t i n g  o f 
lamps. The lights 
on Diwali are sym-
bolic of spreading 
knowledge
•	 F i r e  c r a c k -
ers .   When   an 
explosion 

happens on the outside the explosion inside is diffused. This is 
the significance of fire crackers

•	 Gift exchange and distribution of sweets. Sweets dispel any bitterness 
and is symbolic of a renewed friendship

•	 Feeling the abundance. It is a day to feel grateful for all that we have
When true wisdom dawns it gives rise to celebration, and in cel-

ebration we may lose focus or awareness. The ancient rishis knew 
this, so to maintain awareness in the midst of gaiety of celebration 
they brought sacredness and puja to every celebration. So let us cel-
ebrate this Diwali with knowledge and feel the abundance, for those 
who have will be given more!

Guru Speak

Diwali, the jubilant festival 
of lights, is celebrated with 
grandeur and gaiety across 
the world. While the skies 
shimmer with fireworks and 
homes glisten with candles 
and lamps, the true essence 
of Diwali lies in its ability 
to illuminate the inner cor-
ridors of our beingThis 
year, as the festival unfolds 
its tapestry of lights, let us 
embark on an inward odys-
sey, exploring pathways to 
spiritual enlightenment and 
energy renewal. Following 
are the five soulful tips to 
revitalize your spirit during 
this auspicious time.

Tip 1: LighT a diya 
fOr inner CLariTy
In the flicker of each diya 
lies a dance of divine clarity. 
Lighting a diya this Diwali 
can become an intimate 
ritual for personal awaken-
ing. As you strike a match to 
light the wick, set a heartfelt 
intention for what you wish 
to manifest in your life. Let 
each diya represent a bea-
con of hope, a commitment 
to overcome challenges, or 
an aspiration for wisdom. 
Watch as the light grows, 
symbolizing the expansion 
of consciousness and the 
dispelling of inner shadows. 
In this simple act, you align 
yourself with the cosmic 
energies of creation and pu-
rity.

Tip 2: MediTaTive 
refLeCTiOn wiTh 
rangOLi
Rangoli, the artful patterns 
adorning the thresholds of 
homes during Diwali, is a cel-
ebration of impermanence 
and beauty. This year, as you 
bend to the earth, sprinkling 
colored powders or grains, 
let this process become a 
moving meditation. Con-
centrate on the flow of your 
breath and the sweep of your 
hands. Each symmetrical de-

sign can mirror the balance 
you seek in life. Allow the 
rangoli to become a mandala 
of mindfulness, drawing you 
into a state of tranquility and 
present-moment awareness.

Tip 3: CLeanSe yOur 
SpaCe, CLear yOur 
energy
Diwali cleaning is not just 
about dusting and declut-
tering your external space 
but is also an opportune mo-
ment for internal cleansing. 
Energetic space clearing can 
be a profound practice dur-
ing Diwali. Smudging your 

home with sage or palosanto 
can help dissipate stagnant 
energies, making room for 
fresh beginnings. As the 
smoke ascends, envision 
your personal space being 
infused with serenity and 
positivity. This ritual acts as 
a symbolic gesture, reaffirm-
ing your intention to let go of 
the old, making way for new 
patterns of thought and en-
ergy to enter your life.

Tip 4: praCTiCe 
graTiTude and 
generOSiTy
The spirit of Diwali is encap-

sulated in sharing and grati-
tude. Embrace this festival 
by engaging in a gratitude 
ritual—take a moment to jot 
down all that you’re thank-
ful for. Reflect on the year’s 
bounty, the lessons learned, 
and the love received. Ex-
tend this heartfelt gratitude 
to acts of generosity. Shar-
ing your time, resources, or 
knowledge with those less 
fortunate not only multi-
plies your own abundance 
but also strengthens the col-
lective vibration of gratitude 
and giving within the com-
munity.

Tip 5: eMbraCe The 
SpiriT Of renewaL
Diwali represents the tri-
umph of radiance overshad-
ow and the ascent of wisdom 
over unawareness.. In tune 
with this theme, create per-
sonal rituals that signify re-
newal. Write down the fears, 
doubts, or negative beliefs 
that you are ready to release. 
Then, in a safe environment, 
allow the transformative 
power of fire to turn these 
papers to ash, symbolizing 
the liberation from past bur-

dens. This powerful act is not 
just about purging but is also 
about setting the stage for the 
new: new aspirations, new 
habits, and a rejuvenated 
sense of being.

Diwali is much more than 
its outward spectacle; it is a 
time for inward reflection 
and transformation. As we 
illuminate our homes with 
lamps, let us also kindle the 
flame of self-awareness with-
in. Through these five tips for 
spiritual renewal, may your 
Diwali be a journey of per-
sonal growth, peace, and en-
lightenment. May each light 
you kindle awaken a thou-
sand more within, leading 
to an abundance of joy and a 
reinvigorated soul. Wishing 
you a Diwali that’s as radi-
ant as the light within you. 
Happy Diwali!

Madhu Kotiya is a renowned 
Spiritual and Psychic Healer, 
Wiccan High Priestess, Tarot 
Mentor, Numerologist and Vastu 
Expert.  She is also the founder 
of India’s First Wicca and Tarot 
School viz., Wicca India School 
and Mshezaim Institute of Tarot 
and Divination
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Diwali’s inner journey: Five tips For 
spiritual enlightenment anD energy renewal

    Diwali Special

Dr. MaDhu Kotiya

The night was frighteningly dark, 
and the thunder in the sky was 
enough to send shivers down the 
spines of the bravest. Tulsiram con-
sidered his options. His wife, Rat-
navali, had gone to her father’s house 
in the neighbouring village. However, 
he had no idea what all acts the de-
sires rising in one’s mind can propel 
one to perform. The dark, mysterious 
and dangerous night didn’t have the 
strength to dilute the passion that 
brewed in him. At that moment, the 
desperation to meet her was intense.

The river that Tulsiram needed to 
cross was brimming, and danger-
ous waves made it difficult for boats 
to ply. There was no way he could 
reach the other end until the storm 
subsided. But the same desire that 
led him to the riverfront despite the 
storm egged him to jump into the 
river.

However, the tides were stronger 
and difficult to wade through. That’s 
when he spotted a floating corpse. 
Clutching it, Tulsiram floated along 
as the corpse flowed with the tide. 
Before long, he found himself on the 
other side. He ran towards his in-
law’s house.

Despite the darkness, he managed 
to reach his in-law’s house. Neverthe-
less, there was a problem. Banging 
the door at this unseemly hour would 
seem odd. He knew his wife would be 

sleeping in the guest room on the up-
per floor. He looked around for a rope 
or a tree branch to help him climb up. 
Just then, he saw a snake slithering 
up the wall, with its upper body coil-
ing on to a railing on the terrace. He 
caught its tail and climbed up.

Ratnavali was excited about find-
ing him there but was flabbergasted 
to know what all he did to reach her. 
She immediately knew it wasn’t love 
but desire that led him through such 
perils. She reprimanded him: ‘If only 
you had such deep longing for Ram, 
you would reach the highest levels 
humans can.’ Like it did to Valmiki 
thousands of years ago, a seemingly 
insignificant incident transformed 
Tulsiram into Tulsidas—an eternal 
servant to Ram.

There are two clear learnings from 
this story. One is that the best of phi-
losophies can come from unexpected 
quarters. Two, we’re stuck in a maze 
of desires, and it’s up to us to move 
towards the higher forces. It’s time 
we embarked on this quest—a voy-
age from cravings to consciousness, 
from trishna to Krishna, from kaam 
to Ram.

Rajessh M. Iyer is a storyteller who ex-
plores human relationships through 
meaningful anecdotes, parables, and 
stories; he shares his work on www.
rajesshmiyer.com.

Mystic Musing
Rajessh M. IyeR

Rising above desiRes

we’re stuck in a maze of desires and it’s up to 
us to move towards the higher forces—from 

trishna to krishna, from kaam to ram.
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Dismissal

AIFF ousts secretary general 
Shaji Prabhakaran over conflict

The All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) on Wednes-
day announced that it has 
sacked secretary general 
Shaji Prabhakaran due to 
“breach of trust”.
Prabhakaran’s sacking 
comes 14 months after his 
appointment to the high-
profile job even as the na-
tional federation did not 
mention what the breach of 
trust was that prompted the 
action.
“The All India Football Fed-
eration hereby announces 
that the services of Dr. Shaji 
Prabhakaran have been 
terminated due to breach of 
trust with immediate effect 
as of November 7, 2023,” the 
AIFF statement read.
“The AIFF Deputy Secre-

tary, Mr M Satyanarayan, 
will take charge as Acting 
Secretary General of AIFF 
with immediate effect,” 
the statement added. AIFF 
president Kalyan Chaubey 
served the termination letter 
on Tuesday to Prabhakaran, 
who was appointed on Sep-
tember 3 in 2022 and took 
charge on September 6.

Prabhakaran has not yet 
reacted to the development 
but is expected to give his 
version soon.
AIFF vice-president NA 
Haris told that even the 
AIFF executive committee 
members were not happy 
with the way Prabhakaran 
worked. In a cryptic post on 
X on Monday night, Prab-

hakaran had hinted that 
all was not well within the 
AIFF.
“We have to remain true 
to our game and when we 
have the position of power 
and influence then our re-
sponsibility is far higher to 
do our work with sincerity 
and dedication without any 
personal interests,” he had 
written on his X page.
“Never allow personal inter-
ests to dominate the mind 
and decisions. Let’s focus 
on our mission to transform 
football and make India 
proud. There can’t be a big-
ger satisfaction in life than 
to see India shining on the 
pitch on a bigger stage,” he 
wrote. Prabhakaran was ap-
pointed at the first executive 
Committee meeting of the 
new dispensation which 
took charge after the elec-

tions on September 2.
He was earlier serving as 
Football Delhi president. He 
resigned from that post and 
took charge as AIFF secre-
tary general on September 
6, 2022. A meeting of the ex-
ecutive committee has been 
called here on Thursday and 
the members are expected to 
be officially apprised of the 
development, besides dis-
cussing other matters.
Haris said there is no need 
for the AIFF executive com-
mittee to ratify the decision 
of the president.
“The post of the secretary 
general is a paid post and 
he was not appointed by the 
executive committee. The 
president has the power to 
appoint and remove the sec-
retary general. So, the presi-
dent issued the termination 
letter,” said Haris.
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Tiger Woods couldn’t 
be more involved 
with prime-t ime 

TGL unless he had built the 
arena. He helped develop the 
tech-infused golf league. He’s 
playing in it. And now he’s a 
team owner.

Woods and his TGR Ven-
tures and David Blitzer, the 
investor who has ownership 
in all four major U.S. sports 
leagues, were announced 
Tuesday as owners of Jupi-
ter Links GC, the sixth and 
final team for the first-of-its-
kind golf league that starts in 
January.

Woods, Rory McIlroy and 
former Golf Channel presi-

dent Mike McCarley are 
founding partners in TMRW 
Sports, the sports and enter-
tainment company behind 
TGL.

“Having the opportunity 
to not only compete, but 
also own a team to represent 
Jupiter is an exciting next 

chapter for me,” Woods said.
Woods referred to TGL as a 

“modern twist of traditional 
golf” that ultimately will 
make it more accessible by 
leaning the glitz of technol-
ogy. Key to the moderniza-
tion is playing in SoFi Cen-
ter in Palm Beach Gardens, 

Florida, an arena that holds 
some 1,600 spectators.

Teams will go head-to-
head for nine holes of alter-
nate shot and six holes of 
singles, starting off by hit-
ting shots from real turf into 
a screen 20 times larger than 
a standard simulator, and 
then shifting to actual shots 
from 50 yards or closer to a 
green complex that can turn 
360 degrees to create differ-
ent angles. They putt on a 
synthetic surface in which 
contours can change.

Play starts Jan. 9. The two-
hour matches — two teams 
at a time — will be televised 
on ESPN on Mondays and/
or Tuesday, ending before 
the Masters. The prize fund 
is $21 million, with $9 mil-

lion going to the winning 
team and players eventually 
getting equity in the league.

Technology is one thing. 
Woods also said the two-
hour window is key to at-
tracting fans. “Generally, golf 
takes about five or six hours 
to play. In today’s world, 
with all of our smartphones, 
it is hard for anybody to go 
five to six hours without 
looking at their phones. So, 
the shorter the time, the bet-
ter it is.” Three players from 
the four-man teams compete 
in each match. Woods hasn’t 
competed since the Masters 
because of lingering leg in-
juries from a February 2021 
car crash outside of Los An-
geles. But he expects to be 
front and centre for TGL.

announcement

tiger WooDs joins FloriDa team 
in tech-inFuseD golF league

timbers appoint neville 
as neW heaD coach

Phil Neville was introduced 
as the new head coach of the 
Portland Timbers amid con-
cerns from the Major League 
Soccer team’s fan base over 
some of his past posts on 
social media, as well as his 
coaching record.
Neville, who has apologized 
before for sexist Twitter posts 
from more than a decade ago, 
addressed them during a 
press conference.
“The tweets that I put out 
were wrong in 2011 and 
they’re wrong today,” the 
former Manchester United 
and Everton defender said. 
The tweets have since been 
deleted.
Neville, who coached Inter 
Miami before his dismissal 
in June, signed a deal with 
Portland that will keep him 
as the head coach through the 
2026 season.
When word of his hiring 
leaked last week, fans of the 
team were critical. The Tim-
bers Army supporters group 
issued a statement asking the 
club to reconsider.
“We are deeply disappointed 
that the club has reportedly 
settled on a finalist for head 
coach who has a history of 
sexist public statements that 
run counter to our ethos as 
a club, city and supporters’ 
group, and who also lacks 
a proven track record as a 

manager,” the statement said.
Neville said he would like to 
meet with the supporters to 
address concerns personally.
“I think the big part of this 
city is the supporters. And I 
think the statement that they 
put out showed that this club 
cares about their people,” 
he said. “In reference to the 
tweets that I made in 2011, 
I think I addressed these in 
2019 when I was named the 
head coach of the England 
women’s team, that by no 
means are they a reflection 
of me as a person and my 
character.”
The Timbers organization 
was also widely criticized 
for past missteps involving 
the Portland Thorns of the 
National Women’s Soccer 
League and its handling of 
sexual harassment and mis-
conduct allegations against 
former Thorns coach Paul 
Riley. Riley denied the claims, 

which were outlined last year 
in a pair of reports commis-
sioned by U.S. Soccer and the 
NWSL.
Neville replaces Giovanni 
Savarese, who was let go by 
the Timbers in August after 
more than five seasons with 
the club. Portland went to 
the playoffs in four of those 
seasons and reached the 
MLS Cup title game in 2018 
and 2021.
The 46-year-old Neville was 
35-42-13 as coach of Inter Mi-
ami. But he said he was ham-
pered over his time there, in 
part because of sanctions 
imposed on the team by the 
league for violating salary 
budget and roster guidelines 
during the 2020 season.
Neville was also coach of the 
English women’s national 
team from January 2018 to 
January 2021, leading the 
team at the 2019 Women’s 
World Cup.

asian champions league

sports meet 

WorlD cup

in spain

amiD controversy

Al-Nassr edge Al-Duhail 
with Talisca hat-trick

ela panDey Wins golD in girls’ 
laWn tennis championship

Palestinians set to play 
against Australia in 
‘Home’ Game in Kuwait

Czech Republic beats 
Switzerland in BJK Cup Finals

Anderson Talisca’s hat trick 
gave Al-Nassr a 3-2 win 
over Al-Duhail in the Asian 
Champions League on Tues-
day with Philippe Coutinho 
scoring both goals for the 
Qatari team.

The victory puts the Saudi 
Arabian team, which rested 
Cristiano Ronaldo, in control 
of Group E with four wins 
from four and needing just 
a point from the two remain-
ing games to reach knockout 
stage. Al-Duhail was elimi-
nated.

Coutinho, the former Liver-
pool and Barcelona star who 
joined Al-Duhail on loan 
in September, put the team 
ahead after eight minutes. 
Talisca leveled after 27 min-
utes and then added a second 
ten minutes later.

Talisca completed his hat 
trick just after the hour to 
put Al-Nassr, still searching 
for a first continental cham-
pionship, 3-1 ahead. Coutinho 
converted a late penalty.

On Monday, Saudi Arabian 
title-holder Al-Ittihad lost 
2-0 to Al Quwa Al Jawiya of 
Iraq. Despite the defeat, Al-
Ittihad is still atop Group C 
with nine points from four 
games, two above Iranian 
team Sepahan, which routed 
AGMK of Uzbekistan 9-0.

Four-time winner Al-Hilal 
is without the injured Ney-
mar but Aleksandar Mitro-
vic has been in fine form. 
The Serbian striker scored 
the second in a 2-0 win at 
Mumbai City, his 16th goal for 
the Saudi Arabian team in 16 
games since joining from the 
English Premier League club 
Fulham. Brazilian forward 
Michael opened the scoring 
as Al-Hilal stayed on top of 
Group D.

The tournament is divided 
into two geographic halves 
until the final. 

The Lawn Tennis Girls’ cat-
egory in the 52nd Kendriya 
Vidyalaya National Sports 
Meet 2023-24 was organized 
at Vastrapur Kendriya Vidy-
alaya, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 
from November 2 to 6. In the 
National Sports Meet, Ela 
Pandey, representing Delhi, 
won the gold in the final 
match of the Lawn Tennis 
Under-17 category by de-
feating Santushti from Uttar 
Pradesh with a score of 6-2. 
The runner-up was San-
tushti from Lucknow. It’s 
worth mentioning that Ela 
Pandey had secured the title 
in the Under-17 category for 
Delhi last year, defeating the 
four-time champion Chen-
nai team in both singles 
and doubles. Ela continued 
her good form this year by 
winning the singles final 
against Santushti from Ut-
tar Pradesh. Earlier, in the 
semi-finals, Ela defeated 
Abhilasha from Rajasthan 
with a score of 5-3 to advance 
to the finals.
In the same sequence, Vaish-
navi Pandey, Ela’s younger 
sister and last year’s champi-
on in the Under-14 category 

of the Delhi team, performed 
brilliantly, making her way 
to the semi-finals. However, 
she lost 3-7 in the tiebreak to 
Guwahati’s Sanskriti Bora in 
the semi-finals.
It’s worth mentioning that 
Ela and Vaishnavi are stu-
dents of Gol Market Kend-
riya Vidyalaya in Delhi and 
are real sisters. They both 
secured gold medals in dif-
ferent age groups in the Ken-
driya Vidyalaya Regional 
Sports Meet, Delhi Region, 
held recently. Ela receives 
tennis training in Delhi un-
der the supervision of coach 
Pallav Rosha, while Vaish-
navi is learning tennis from 
coach Gaurav Sharma. Both 
sisters have achieved success 
in numerous national-level 
tennis competitions orga-
nized by the All-India Ten-
nis Association (AITA).

Football Australia says its 
Socceroos will play Pal-
estine in a second-round 
2026 World Cup qualifier 
at the neutral venue of Ku-
wait on Nov. 21.
“As a result of current cir-
cumstances in the region, 
the Asian Football Confed-
eration formally requested 
that this designated home 
fixture for Palestine be 
held at a neutral venue,” 
Football Australia said in a 
statement.
Australian soccer admin-
istrators said the match 
would be played at Jaber 
Al-Ahmed International 
Stadium in Kuwait, five 
days after the Socceroos 
open the second round of 
Asian qualifying against 
Bangladesh in Melbourne.

Hamas militants killed 
1,400 people during an 
Oct. 7 rampage in southern 
Israel, sparking the ongo-
ing war. Some 240 people 
Hamas abducted during 
the attack remain in Gaza, 
and more than 250,000 
Israelis have evacuated 
homes near the borders of 
Gaza and Lebanon amid 
continuous rockets fired 
into Israel.
A month of relentless 
bombardment in Gaza has 
killed more than 10,300 
Palestinians, two-thirds 
of them women and mi-
nors, according the Health 
Ministry of the Hamas-run 
territory. More than 2,300 
are believed buried from 
strikes that reduced entire 
city blocks to rubble. 

The Czech Republic beat 
defending champion Swit-
zerland 3-0 on the first day 
of the group stage at the Bil-
lie Jean King Cup Finals.

Debutant Linda Noskova 
defeated Celine Naef 7-6 (2), 
4-6, 6-4 in the first singles 
match, and another debu-
tant Marie Bouzkova beat 
Viktorija Golubic 6-4, 6-4 
in the second match of the 
Group A tie. The third point 
came with Barbora Kre-
jcikova and Katerina Sinia-
kova defeating Golubic and 
Jil Teichmann 7-6 (3), 6-2 in 
the doubles match.

Bouzkova was a late ad-
dition to the Czech team 
following the withdrawal 
of world No. 8 Karolina 
Muchova because of a wrist 
injury.

Switzerland was with-
out Olympic gold medalist 
Belinda Bencic, who an-
nounced on Friday that she 
is pregnant.

The United States is the 

other team in Group A and 
will face Switzerland on 
Thursday.

In Group B, Slovenia de-
feated last year’s runner-up 
Australia 2-1 after Kaja Ju-
van defeated Ajla Tomlja-
novic 6-4, 6-1 and Tamara 
Zidansek beat Daria Saville 
6-1, 6-4.

Australia’s point came 
when Kimberly Birrell and 
Storm Hunter beat Veron-
ika Erjavec and Ela Nala 
Milic 7-5, 6-7 (2), 10-5 in the 
doubles match.

The 12-team BJK Cup 
Finals is being played at 
La Cartuja Stadium in the 
southern Spanish city of 
Seville. 

top of the day

barcelona’s 
champions league 
streak enDs
haMBUrG: Barcelona 
missed its chance to 
reach the knockout 
round of the champions 
league with games to 
spare after a 1-0 loss 
to shakhtar Donetsk 
on tuesday. it was 
shakhtar’s first win as a 
host in the group stage 
of the competition since 
it started playing away 
from Ukraine because 
of the war with russia. a 
crowd of nearly 50,000 
was in hand at volk-
sparkstadion in ham-
burg. “the whole team, 
including myself, have 
worked hard for that,” 
shakhtar midfielder 
Georgiy sudakov said. 

DortmunD 
Fans protest 
Wealth-Driven 
ucl reForms
DortMUND: Borussia 
Dortmund fans threw 
fake money and fake 
bars of gold onto the field 
during the team’s 2-0 
win over Newcastle in the 
champions league to 
protest UeFa’s planned 
reforms of the competi-
tion. the supporters held 
a huge banner across 
nearly the whole length 
of one of the goal-ends 
saying, “You don’t care 
about the sport - all you 
care about is money!” 
another banner depicted 
FiFa president Gianni in-
fantino flanked on either 
side by Paris saint-Ger-
main chairman Nasser 
al-khelaifi and Juventus 
chairman andrea agnelli. 

giakoumakis 
spurs comeback 
to Force game 3
atlaNta: Giorgos 
Giakoumakis had a goal 
and two assists and 
atlanta United beat the 
columbus crew 4-2 on 
tuesday night to force 
a deciding game in the 
best-of-three series. at-
lanta (14-9-12) snapped 
a four-game winless 
stretch to continue 
its Mls playoff run at 
columbus (16-10-9) on 
sunday - with the winner 
clinching a spot in the 
eastern conference 
semifinals. Giakoumakis, 
who was named the Mls 
newcomer of the year 
with 17 goals, opened 
the scoring in the 38th 
minute. Giakoumakis 
was left alone inside the 
box and headed home 
Brooks lennon’s bend-
ing cross.

haalanD’s Double 
helps man city 
cruise past yb
MaNchester: the 
champions league is 
european club soccer’s 
most testing stage. try 
telling that to erling 
haaland. the Norway 
striker extended his re-
cord in the competition 
to 39 goals in 34 games 
as Manchester city ad-
vanced to the knockout 
round with a 3-0 win 
against Young Boys 
on tuesday. haaland 
scored twice, including 
a brilliant long-range 
effort in the second half, 
to move him to within 
two of city great sergio 
aguero’s total of 41. it 
seems inevitable he 
will one day challenge 
cristiano ronaldo’s 
record of 140 champi-
ons league goals.
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In a thrilling showdown at 
the ICC World Cup 2023, 
Australian powerhouse 
Glenn Maxwell played a 
match-winning innings, 
snatching victory from Af-
ghanistan’s grasp. Maxwell’s 
explosive knock of 201 not 
out off 128 balls secured 
Australia’s place in the semi-
finals, as they triumphed 
over Afghanistan by three 
wickets.

Afghanistan had set a 
target of 291 runs, and in 
response, Maxwell’s double-
century propelled Australia 
to a remarkable victory. His 
heroics came at a critical 

juncture when Australia 
was in dire straits, teetering 
at 7 wickets for just 91 runs. 
Maxwell joined forces with 
the skipper, Pat Cummins, 
forging an unbroken part-
nership worth 202 runs for 
the eighth wicket, ultimately 
propelling Australia into the 
coveted semifinals. In the 
process, Maxwell etched his 
name into the record books 
with a double century, be-
coming only the third team 
to reach the semifinals.

Ibrahim Zadran was Af-
ghanistan’s standout per-
former, notching an unbeat-
en 129 runs, with Rashid 
Khan contributing an un-
beaten 35 runs. Australia’s 
Josh Hazlewood claimed 

two wickets, while Mitchell 
Starc, Glenn Maxwell, and 
Adam Zampa each secured 
one wicket. Maxwell’s in-
credible feat included an un-
beaten 201 runs, with Mitch-
ell Marsh adding 24 runs. 
For Afghanistan, Naveen Ul 
Haq, Azmatullah Omarzai, 
and Rashid Khan secured 
two wickets each.

In an interview on the Dafa 
News Cricket Show, Zimba-
bwe’s national player and 
coach, Tasmeen Granger, 
commented on Maxwell’s 
explosive innings, stating, 
“Maxwell has made history 
as the only cricketer in ODI 
history to score a double cen-
tury while chasing a target. 
Before this, Pakistan opener 

Fakhar Zaman held the re-
cord with 193 runs against 
South Africa in 2021, fol-
lowed by former Australian 
all-rounder Shane Watson 
(185 not out), former Indian 
captain MS Dhoni (183 not 
out), and the legendary Vi-
rat Kohli (183). Maxwell’s 
achievement also marks the 
first double century for Aus-
tralia in ODI cricket.”

Tasmeen highlighted that 
Maxwell secured the second-
fastest double century in ODI 
cricket, with India’s Ishan 
Kishan leading the pack with 
his 126-ball feat. At the same 
time, West Indies legend 
Chris Gayle follows in third 
place with a 138-ball double 
century. Further elaborating 

on Maxwell’s remarkable 
performance, Tasmin noted, 
“Maxwell now holds the 
record for the highest score 
by a non-opener batsman 
in ODIs, surpassing Zim-
babwe’s Charles Coventry’s 
unbeaten 194 runs against 
Bangladesh in 2009. He 
ranks behind only the West 
Indies’ Viv Richards (189 not 
out vs. England, 1994). Max-
well’s brilliant innings place 
him third in the list of the 
highest individual scores in 
the World Cup, behind Mar-
tin Guptill of New Zealand, 
who set the record with an 
unbeaten 237 runs against 
the West Indies in 2015, and 
Chris Gayle’s 215 against 
Zimbabwe in 2015.”

sports16 the daily guardian review
thursday |  09 november 2023
new delhi

Brutal innings

Sunil YaSh Kalra
MuMbai 

Maxwell shatters 17 records, 
making cricket history

CruCial Clash

Brutal shots

strengthen 

The M Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium in Bengaluru is set 
to host the 41st match of 
the ICC ODI World Cup 
2023, featuring a clash be-
tween New Zealand and 
Sri Lanka. Known as the 
graveyard for bowlers, this 
ground has witnessed nu-
merous boundaries, setting 
the stage for an exhilarat-
ing contest. New Zealand 
enters this crucial encoun-
ter knowing that victory 
is imperative to keep their 
hopes alive for a spot in the 
semi-finals.

While New Zealand has 
already secured a place in 
the World Cup semi-finals, 
Sri Lanka, unfortunate-
ly, will not be part of the 
semi-final lineup. In this 
World Cup, New Zealand 
has won four out of eight 
matches and suffered four 
losses, while Sri Lanka has 
managed only two victories 
in eight encounters, facing 
defeat on six occasions.

In the 101 ODI matches 
played between New Zea-
land and Sri Lanka, New 
Zealand has emerged 

victorious in 51 matches, 
with Sri Lanka winning 
41 matches. Eight matches 
ended without a result, and 
one match resulted in a tie.

In the 27 matches contest-
ed on neutral venues, New 
Zealand holds an edge, 
winning 15 games, while 
Sri Lanka has claimed vic-

tory in 12.
The first ODI between 

New Zealand and Sri 
Lanka dates back to June 
9, 1979, when New Zea-
land secured a 9-wicket 
victory. Their most recent 
clash took place on March 
31, 2023, ending with New 
Zealand winning by six 

wickets.
Bengaluru’s M Chinnas-

wamy pitch is renowned 
as a paradise for batsmen. 
The relatively small ground 
encourages hard hitters to 
unleash a flurry of fours 
and sixes, setting the stage 
for a high-scoring encoun-
ter. In the last 10 matches 

played at this venue, the 
team batting first has aver-
aged a score of 304 runs. 
Notably, chasing a target 
of 350 runs is considered 
quite manageable on this 
ground.

With a pitch that aids bat-
ting, teams would prefer to 
set a formidable total if they 
win the toss and elect to bat 
first, aiming for a score well 
beyond 350. Furthermore, 
the ground’s statistics re-
veal that teams batting in 
the second innings have 
triumphed in 60 percent 
of the matches, making it 
likely that the toss-winning 
captain would opt to bowl 
first.

New Zealand’s recent en-
counter at the Chinnaswa-
my Stadium was marred by 
rain and concluded with a 
defeat via the DLS method 
against Pakistan. In that 
match, New Zealand post-
ed a formidable 401 runs, 
with Rachin Ravindra con-
tributing an innings of 108 
runs, while Kane William-
son scored 95 runs. In re-
sponse, Pakistan’s Fakhar 
Zaman blazed through the 
bowlers with a century in 
just 63 balls.

As Glenn Maxwell’s brutal 
shots kept soaring into the 
Mumbai skyline, Afghani-
stan head coach Jonathan 
Trott wished there was a 
rule to station fielders on the 
stands, as that was the only 
way to get him out.
Maxwell made the most of 
a dropped catch—a simple 
regulation chance at a short 
fine leg spilled by Mujeeb Ur 
Rahman off Noor Ahmed—
as he stroked his way to a sen-
sational 201 not out off only 
128 balls, hitting 21 fours and 
10 sixes. This was after Aus-
tralia was down and out at 91 
for 7 in pursuit of 292.
Trott, who has been heralded 
for taking Afghanistan to the 
next level in this World Cup, 
lamented the ordinary field-
ing effort shown by his play-
ers.
“I am sure there are a few 
things—maybe one or two 
things—that you could have 
done differently, but that is 

cricket, and there are always 
going to be things you want to 
have back,” Trott told the me-
dia after Afghanistan’s loss.
“But he kept hitting them in 
the stands, so we cannot put 
fielders in the stands. I wish 
we could have,” he added.
“But, full credit to him, the 
way that he played to get a 
double hundred is phenom-
enal. He deserved to win the 
game; he got a double hun-
dred,” Trott continued.
The Afghanistan coach 
admitted his team did not 
have the right mindset even 
though they had the game in 

their grasp at one stage, hav-
ing reduced Australia to 91 
for seven inside 19 overs.
“I think when, obviously, un-
fortunately, the second catch 
went down, everyone just 
seemed to sort of think—just 
waiting for him, you know, 
Maxwell to get out,” Trott 
said. 
“I did not see a lot of encour-
agement or people cheering 
each other on and encourag-
ing each other. It seemed to 
sort of like the attitude was 
a little bit, well, we will just, 
hopefully ‘we will still win’ 
type-thing,” Trott said.

New Zealand’s bowling unit 
has been underwhelming 
for a large part of the World 
Cup, and skipper Kane 
Williamson on Wednes-
day hoped returning pacer 
Lockie Ferguson could 
impart some fire to their 
attack alongside new ball 
pair Trent Boult and Tome 
Southee.

Ferguson had missed the 
last couple of games with 
right Achilles injury. His 
presence could be vital for 
New Zealand as they face Sri 
Lanka in a must-win match 
here on Thursday.

“He (Ferguson) balances 
out our attack nicely and 
made some really valuable 
contributions in the tourna-
ment and brings a bit of ex-
perience as well.”

“So, naturally comes in and 
bowls with that high pace 
and it complements our new 

ball bowlers. So, we’ll have 
to have a look at the surface 
and decide on our balance,” 
said Williamson during the 
pre-match press meet.

Williamson backed left-
arm pacer Boult to come 
good in the crunch game 
against the Lankans.

Boult has taken 10 wickets 
from eight matches in the 
tournament but he really 
has not been to able to make 
an impact with the new ball 
as he often does.

“He’s world class. The sec-
ond half (of WC) or a few of 

these games that we’ve had, 
the pitches have been very 
good and players have been 
playing well. It can be quite 
dependent on the assistance 
you might get as well with 
the new ball.” “He’s very 
experienced and done that 
on a number of occasions. 
There’s another opportunity 
tomorrow for the guys to go 
out and operate and try and 
apply their skills,” he added.

Williamson praised bat-
ter Rachin Ravindra for 
his consistent efforts in the 
showpiece. 

indian dominanCe 

India opener Shubman 
Gill and pacer Moham-
med Siraj grabbed the top 
positions in the batting 
and bowling charts, re-
spectively, in the ICC ODI 
rankings on Wednesday.
While Gill replaced Paki-
stan skipper Babar Azam 
from the top of the bat-
ters’ chart, Siraj displaced 
South Africa spinner Kes-
hav Maharaj in the bowl-
ers’ list.
Gill displaced Babar on 
the back of his solid start 
to India’s campaign at the 
ongoing World Cup and, 
in the process, became 
just the fourth player 
from his country behind 
Sachin Tendulkar, Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni and 
Virat Kohli to hold the No. 
1 ODI batter ranking.
The right-hander has 
contributed scores of 92 
against Sri Lanka and 
23 against South Africa 
over the last week and 
amassed a total of 219 
runs from six innings at 
the ongoing tournament.
Babar has totalled 282 

runs from eight knocks 
at the World Cup and 
dropped six rating points 
below Gill into second 
place as his reign of more 
than two years as the No. 
1 ranked ODI batter in the 
world came to an end.
Among other Indian bat-
ters, Virat Kohli has risen 
to fourth place following 
his sensational run in the 
World Cup, while skipper 
Rohit Sharma is placed 
sixth.
Kohli is currently In-
dia’s highest run-scorer, 
amassing  543  in  the 
eighth innings at an aver-
age of 108.60, including 
two centuries and four 
fifties.
Kohli is one rating point 
ahead of third-placed 

Quinton de Kock of South 
Africa. Middle-order bat-
ter Shreyas Iyer also rose 
17 spots to be placed 18th 
in the rankings.
Pakistan opener Fakhar 
Zaman (up three spots 
to 11th) and Afghanistan 
counterpart  Ibrahim 
Zadran (up six spots to 
12th) also made good 
g r o u n d .  Me a nwh i l e , 
among bowlers, Siraj rose 
to the top spot with his 
impressive effort so far in 
the tournament.
Among other  Indian 
bowlers, fellow Indian 
pacer Jasprit Bumrah 
has risen three spots to 
eighth, while Moham-
med Shami jumped seven 
spots to be placed 10th on 
the chart.

Gill and Siraj achieve top 
spots in ICC ODI rankings

After a disappoint-
ing tournament, 
the England team 

finally had a reason to cel-
ebrate. They secured a con-
vincing 160-run victory over 
the Netherlands, propelling 
them from the last position in 
the standings to the seventh 
spot. The Netherlands might 
rue a missed chance, consid-
ering they had England in a 
tough spot at 192/6.

On a good batting pitch, 
England suffered their usual 
collapse, but Ben Stokes, in 
his typical fashion, played 
a heroic role by scoring his 
first World Cup century. He 
formed a crucial partnership 
of 129 runs for the 7th wicket 
with Chris Woakes, who con-
tributed a rapid fifty.

The game took a dramatic 
turn with 124 runs scored 
in the final 10 overs. Subse-
quently, Woakes, after his 
batting heroics, delivered an 
exceptional new-ball spell 

alongside Willey. They ap-
plied pressure on the Neth-
erlands, taking early wickets 
and disrupting their run rate.

By the time the spin bowl-
ers came into play, the Neth-
erlands were considerably 
behind and had a substantial 
deficit to cover. As a result, 
they took risks against Adil 
Rashid and Moeen Ali, which 
did not pay off. The last five 

wickets fell for a mere 15 
runs. Ben Stokes was de-
clared player of the match for 
his stupendous century.

England captain Jos Buttler 
won the toss and opted to bat 
against the Netherlands in 
the ongoing ICC World Cup 
2023 here at the Maharashtra 
Cricket Association Stadium 
in Pune on Wednesday.

The England innings had 

three distinct phases, result-
ing in them reaching a formi-
dable total of 339. They made 
a strong start, with Dawid 
Malan playing excellently 
and scoring 87 off 74 balls 
before getting run out.

After 20 overs, England 
was in a strong position at 
133/1. However, they then 
experienced a familiar bat-
ting collapse, losing five 

wickets for just 59 runs, put-
ting them in a difficult situa-
tion. Nevertheless, it was Ben 
Stokes, as usual, who came to 
the rescue.

He found a capable partner 
in Chris Woakes, and togeth-
er they added 129 runs for 
the 7th wicket. Significantly, 
they helped England score 
124 runs in the final 10 overs. 
Stokes went from 50 to 100 
in just 20 balls, and Woakes 
quickly reached his fifty.

In the end, the Netherlands 
struggled to bowl effectively 
in the death overs, failing to 
execute their deliveries prop-
erly on what was a great bat-
ting pitch.

After the innings, Dawid 
Malan went on to say that 
we always try to take the ag-
gressive option. I just got a 
few nice half-volleys early 
on, which I was lucky to put 
away. After that start, we 
were looking for a really big 
score, and I think the Neth-
erlands bowled really well in 
the middle overs.
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england’s spinners lead their 
team to a resounding viCtory
TDG nETWOrK 
Pune 

TDG nETWOrK 
Dubai

Sunil YaSh Kalra
bengaluru

TDG nETWOrK
MuMbai

TDG nETWOrK
bengaluru

semi-Final dreams: new Zealand 
vs. sri lanka promise thrills

wish we Could have put 
Fielders in stands: trott

New Zealand eyes Ferguson’s 
comeback to bolster bowling

England’s team found redemption with a convincing 160-run victory over the netherlands. 


