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The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday refused to en-
tertain a petition from a 
20-year-old unmarried 
woman seeking termination 
of her pregnancy, which 
had exceeded 27 weeks. The 
foetus in the womb also pos-
sesses a fundamental right 
to life, the bench said.

A bench of Justice B R Ga-
vai along with Justices SVN 
Bhatti and Sandeep Mehta 
issued this ruling while 
hearing the woman’s plea 
challenging the Delhi High 
Court’s decision on May 3, 
which denied her request 
for termination.

“We cannot issue any di-
rective contradictory to the 
statute,” the bench informed 
the woman’s counsel. “The 
child in the womb also holds 
a fundamental right to live. 
What is your response to 
that?” the bench inquired.

The woman’s counsel 

Well-known playback 
and classical singer Kavita 
Krishnamurthy has been 
conferred with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award for her 
contribution to music by the 
annual UK Asian Film Festi-
val (UKAFF) in London.

The 66-year-old singer 
behind several Bollywood 
box-office hits from films 
like ‘Mr India’ and ‘Hum Dil 
De Chuke Sanam’ received 
the Golden Flame Lifetime 
Achievement Award at a 

Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on 
Wednesday said 

that many people feel the 
Supreme Court’s decision 
granting interim bail to 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal in the excise policy 
case is akin to him getting 
special treatment.

He said that the judgement 
in the case was not a routine 
judicial order.

“Supreme Court has the 
right to interpret the law, I 
believe this is not a routine 
judgement. A lot of people 
in this country believe that 
special treatment has been 
given,” Shah told ANI.

Responding to a query 
about Kejriwal campaign-
ing for the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty and the Congress in the 
2024 Lok Sabha election, 
the Home Minister took a 

dig at the Delhi Chief Min-
ister.

“Right now he (Arvind Ke-
jriwal) is stuck in another is-
sue (alleged assault on Swati 
Maliwal by CM’s aide), let 
him get free from that then 
let’s see what happens,” 
Shah said.

Dismissing Arvind Kejri-
wal’s claims that the central 
government installed cam-
eras in Tihar jail to keep a 
watch on him, the Union 
Home Minister said that the 
Tihar jail administration is 
with the Delhi government.

“Tihar is with them (Delhi 
government), not with us. 
They are lying continu-
ously. Jail administration is 
with the Delhi government, 
it’s with Kejriwal. Not with 
the Home Ministry,” Shah 
said.

The Supreme Court on 
May 10 granted interim bail 
to the Aam Aadmi Party su-
premo in the alleged money 

laundering case linked to 
Delhi’s excise policy.

The Delhi CM spent over 
50 days in Tihar Jail after 
he was arrested on March 
21 this year by the Enforce-
ment Directorate. As per 
court order, the bail is appli-
cable till June 1 and Kejriwal 
has to surrender to the jail 
authorities on June 2. The 
Delhi CM can participate in 
poll campaigning but can-
not attend office as Chief 

Minister.
Responding to Arvind 

Kejriwal’s recent announce-
ment of ten guarantees to 
the people, Amit Shah said 
the AAP leader’s comments 
need not be taken seriously 
as the party is contesting 
only 22 Lok Sabha seats.

“Don’t take him so serious-
ly, he (AAP) is only fighting 
22 seats. And he is giving 
the guarantee for the entire 

NOT A ROUTINE JUDGEMENT: ShAh 
ON SC GRANTING bAIl TO KEJRIwAl 

    Hits back at Delhi CM saying “Modiji is our leader even after 2029”. 
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ChhINDwARA: 
A CONGRESS 
fORTRESS

Since india’s 
independence  
Chhindwara lok Sabha 
constituency in Madhya 
Pradesh has been 
a Congress bastion. 
BJP could breach this 
fortress only once when 
Sunder lal Patwa won 
in 1997.
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Southwest monsoon is likely 
to arrive over Kerala around 
May 31, setting the stage for 
the four-month rainfall sea-
son crucial for India’s farm-
based economy.

“This year, the Southwest 
Monsoon is likely to set 
over Kerala on May 31 with 
a model error of four days,” 
the India Meteorological De-

partment said on Wednes-
day.

Four-time Prime 
Minister of Slova-
kia,  Robert Fico 
was wounded in a 
shooting incident on 
Wednesday (local 
time) in Handlova 
and has been hospi-
talised, reported The Slovak Spectator.

The incident took place after a govern-
ment meeting in Handlova.

Handlova is notably a mining town in 
the Trencin Region of Slovakia, where, the 
shooter fired at PM Fico, outside the cul-
tural house, where a government meeting 
was held.

Singapore’s fourth gen-
eration of leaders will 
“lead in our own way” 
with a leadership style 
that is different from 
previous generations, 
Prime Minister Law-
rence Wong said on Wednesday as he took 
oath of office in a planned political transi-
tion in the city-state. The 51-year-old econo-
mist-turned-politician succeeded Lee Hsien 
Loong, 72, who relinquished his position 
after two decades; both belonging to the rul-
ing People’s Action Party (PAP) that has been 
driving Singapore’s economic progress for 
more than five decades.

Over 10,000 more people 
living with type 2 diabetes 
and obesity in England, 
many of them of Indian and 
South Asian heritage, are to 
be offered the state-funded 
health service’s “soup and 
shake” diet plan to help them 
lose weight.

The radical National 
Health Service (NHS) Type 
2 Diabetes Path to Remission 
Programme is being rolled 
out under a new expansion 
plan to double its capacity 
this year. The programme 
will now be available in 42 

local health areas – up from 
21 last year – meaning that 
eligible patients will be able 
to access it in every part of 
England.

“The expansion of this 
transformative programme 
is another example of the 
NHS leading the way inter-
nationally, by providing evi-
dence-based treatments and 
support to help give people 
with type 2 diabetes more 
control over their health,” 
said NHS chief executive 
Amanda Pritchard.

“Developing type 2 diabe-
tes can have a devastating 
impact for so many people 

The unemployment rate for 
people aged 15 years and 
above in urban areas declined 
to 6.7 per cent in the January-
March period from 6.8 per 
cent a year ago, according to 
the National Sample Survey 
Survey (NSSO).

Joblessness, or unemploy-
ment rate, is defined as the 
percentage of unemployed 
people in the labour force.

The unemployment rate in 
the March quarter of FY23 
was 6.8 per cent, while it was 
6.6 per cent in April-June as 
well as in the third quarter 
(July-September 2023) of the 
previous fiscal. It was 6.5 per 
cent in October-December 
2023. The unemployment 
rate for people aged 15 years 
and above in January-March 
2024 was 6.7 per cent in ur-
ban areas, the 22nd Periodic 
Labour Force Survey showed.

With Congress slamming 
the economic performance 
of the BJP-led government, 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has hit back at 
the party and challenged 
Rahul Gandhi to answer 
questions raised by her con-
cerning the promises made 
by the opposition party in 
its manifesto and the perfor-
mance of Congress-led UPA 

government.
In a series of long posts on 

X, Sitharaman said the fiscal 
management of the BJP-led 
government has been “ro-
bust” and capital expendi-
ture increased by five times 
from FY14 to FY24.

She accused the Congress 
of misleading the country 
on fiscal management and 
“hiding behind lofty prom-
ises that are non-transpar-
ent and disconnected from 
reality”.

The Supreme Court in its 
significant judgement on 
Wednesday declared the ar-
rest of NewsClick founder 
and editor-in-chief Prabir 
Purkayastha in a case under 
the anti-terror law UAPA as 
“invalid in the eyes of law.” 

The top court noted that a 
copy of the remand applica-
tion, outlining the grounds 
of arrest in writing, was not 
provided to Purkayastha or 
his counsel before the re-
mand order dated October 
4, 2023, which “vitiates” 
his arrest and subsequent 
remand. 

A bench of Justices B R Ga-
vai and Sandeep Mehta stat-
ed, that “there is no hesita-
tion in the mind of the Court 
to reach to a conclusion that 
the copy of the remand ap-
plication in the purported 
exercise of communication 
of the grounds of arrest in 
writing was not provided to 
the accused appellant or his 
counsel before passing of the 

order of remand dated 4th 
October, 2023 which vitiates 
the arrest and subsequent 
remand of the appellant.”

As a result, the appellant 
is entitled to a direction for 
release from custody by ap-
plying the ratio of the judg-
ment rendered by this court 
in the case of Pankaj Bansal 
(supra), the bench added 

The bench further stated 
that the arrest of the appel-
lant followed by remand or-
der dated 4th October, 2023 
and so also the impugned 
order passed by the High 
Court of Delhi dated 13th 
October, 2023 are hereby 
declared to be invalid in the 
eyes of law and are quashed 

and set aside.
“Though we would have 

been persuaded to direct the 
release of the appellant with-
out requiring him to furnish 
bonds or security but since 
the chargesheet has been 
filed, we feel it appropriate 
to direct that the appellant 
shall be released from cus-
tody on furnishing bail and 
bonds to the satisfaction of 
the trial court.” 

The bench also stated that 
the court makes it abundant-
ly clear that none of the ob-
servations made above shall 
be treated as a comment on 
the merits of the case.

The bench delivered its 

NewsClick editor’s 
arrest invalid, rules SC

Slovak PM 
wounded in 
shooting incident

Wong sworn in as 
Singapore’s new 
Prime Minister

Indians in UK to gain as NHS 
expands ‘soup & shake’ diet

Monsoon to keep date 
with Kerala: IMD 
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to 6.7% in March quarter
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‘STIll hOpE TO plAy fEw 
MORE yEARS, MAKE AN 
IMpACT IN wORlD CRICKET...’ 

11
ISlAMAbAD COURT 
AppROvES IMRAN KhAN’S 
bAIl ApplICATION

2
bJp ChIEf NADDA ASKS 
RAhUl TO ‘AT lEAST READ’ 
CONSTITUTION

A copy of remand 
application, outlining 

the grounds of 
arrest in writing, 

was not provided to 
Purkayastha ... which 

“vitiates” his arrest 
-Supreme Court

Speaking at a rally in Balangir on 
Wednesday, Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi said that for the first time in the 
country’s political history, a political 
party has allegedly promised in its poll 
campaign that if they win the elections, 
they will be uprooting the Constitution.

fOR fIRST TIME, A pARTy 
hAS pROMISED TO DESTROy 
CONSTITUTION: RAhUl

details P2

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray 
said Maharashtra’s lost glory would be 
restored if the I.N.D.I.A block of opposition 
parties came to power. Speaking at a 
campaign rally in Nashik, he also promised 
farmers guaranteed Minimum Support 
Price for agricultural produce, and 
scrapping of GST.

UDDhAv pROMISES TO REGAIN 
MAhARAShTRA’S lOST GlORy, 
SlAMS pM MODI
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Amit Shah

Supreme Court has 
the right to interpret 
the law, I believe 
this is not a routine 
judgement. A lot  
        of people in this  
      country believe  
  that special treat-
ment has been given

the expansion of 
this transformative 
programme is an-
other example of the 
NHs leading the way 
internationally, by 
providing evidence-
based treatments 
and support to help 
give people with type 
2 diabetes more con-
trol over their health

-NHs

n On Congress guar-
antees: “I call it 
‘Chinese guaran-
tee’ on the basis of 
their durability

n On Mamata: She 
has developed a 
modus operandi... 
Sandeshkhali is a 
classic example. 

n On Farooq Abdul-
lah’s comment: 
“Will nuclear power 
with 130-cr popu-
lation be scared of 
someone”

n On Naxals: “I think 
that in the next 2-3 
years, the country 
will be completely 
free of Naxal issue.

QuoTAble 
QuoTes

The first set of citizenship 
certificates under the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Act 
was issued Wednesday here 
to 14 people, nearly two 
months after rules under 
the contentious law were 
notified to grant Indian na-
tionality to persecuted non-
Muslim migrants from three 
neighbouring countries.

Sources said 14 people 

were handed over the certif-
icates symbolically at a spe-
cial function held here while 
digitally signed certificates 
are also being sent to a “few 
hundred” other applicants 
through email.

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah termed it a “his-
toric day”, saying the de-
cades-long wait of those who 
faced religious persecution 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan is over.

First set of 14 people get 
citizenship under CAA 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, along with Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde and Dy CM 
Devendra Fadnavis, greets the gathering during a roadshow for the Lok Sabha elections, 
at Ghatkopar in Mumbai on Wednesday. ANI

Agencies
SingaPore

Agencies
BratiSlava 
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The Animal actress has 
been busy with her films 
but she took time out to 
talk about the elections in 
India. Speaking to ANI 
in Mumbai, Rashmika 
Mandanna opened up about 
the elections and stated that 
India should vote for vikas 
and development. 

Mumbai goes to vote 
on May 20 and she was 
speaking ahead of the 
elections in the city. “Look 
at our country; it is freaking 
brilliant, and in the last 
10 years, our country has 
grown, and its infrastructure 
today, the planning in our 
country, road planning—
everything is just brilliant. 
It is ‘Haan’ time,” Rashmika 

said and added, “The young 
India is growing at such a 
fast speed, and it’s the young 
generation. India is the 
smartest country, and I take 
pride in it. It’s something that 
the young Bharatiya has to 
vote for, and they are being 
responsible now,”

Travelling on the Atal 
Setu bridge, Rashmika 
praised how the bridge 

was constructed in just a 
few years. “The journey 
of two hours can be done 
in 20 minutes. As in, you 
wouldn’t even believe it! 
Who would have thought 
that something like this 
would have been possible?” 
she asked excitedly. The Atal 
Setu, which is the longest 
bridge and seabridge in the 
country, is 21.8 kilometre 

long, including a 16.5 portion 
over sea, and will reduce the 
distance from Navi Mumbai 
International Airport and 
also cut travel time to major 
areas like Pune, and further 
to Goa and the rest of south 
India. Rashmika went to 
talk about the youth of the 
country and believed they 
are very smar. “People are 
seeing them as being very 
smart, very responsible, and 
headed in the right direction. 
As a young Bharatiya to all 
of you from this majestic 
artistic 
infrastructure 
at Atal Setu, 
Vi k a s  a n d 
Development 
sh o u l d  n o t 
stop. Vote for Vikas and 
development,” Rashmika 
Mandanna said.

Tamil Nadu Bharatiya Janata 
Party president K Annamalai 
on Wednesday praised Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for the work he has done in 
Varanasi and said that the 
Prime Minister will win the 
Lok Sabha elections with a 
“resounding margin.”

Speaking to ANI, the Tamil 
Nadu BJP president said that 
the people of Varanasi, can 
very proudly claim that the 
city has undergone a complete 
transformation.

“Previously also we have 
seen constituencies of Prime 
Ministers. Can we say that 
this once constituency (Vara-
nasi) which was for a Prime 
Minister for five years, it has 
fundamentally transformed 
or changed?...Varanasi, can 
very proudly claim that it 
has changed completely...
PM Modi has shown the 
world what a prime minister 
can do to a place...He has done 

his MP work very faithfully.
“So, after the outpouring 

of emotions we saw the day 
before...this time he is going 
to win with a resounding mar-
gin...He is also making all the 
MPs to commit themselves to 
commit to same kind of devel-
opmental journey that he is 
doing there,” he said.

Prime Minister Modi on 
Tuesday filed his nomina-
tion papers from Varanasi Lok 
Sabha seat in Uttar Pradesh. 
The Prime Minister is seeking 
a third consecutive term from 
the constituency and hoping 

to win with a record margin.
Annamalai further asserted 

that Mumbai is going to be a 
clean sweep again for the NDA 
in the Lok Sabha elections.

“I can sense positivity all 
around. I think people are 
clear that this is PM Modi’s 
election. I think people are 
clear that this is PM Modi’s 
election. The vote is for him. 
Financial capital city like 
Mumbai, which prides itself 
on always standing with PM 
Modi in 2014 and 2019 - I don’t 
think 2024 is going to be any 
different. So, I am going to see 

once more that Maharashtra 
will do very well for the BJP 
and NDA and Mumbai is go-
ing to be a clean sweep again 
for the NDA this time,” An-
namalai said.

The former Indian Police 
Service officer further said 
that the people of Mumbai will 
think before they vote, as they 
need “stability and security.”

“Mumbai is one city in our 
country which has unfor-
tunately borne the brunt of 
many attacks. Some of the 
major blasts in our country 
have happened in Mumbai 
and a lot of innocent people 
have lost their lives - one of 
the major ones being the No-
vember 26, 2008 Mumbai 
attack...It’s a clear-cut case of 
failure of the government in 
anticipating, preventing and 
preparing...I think when we 
vote in the 2024 elections, it is 
important that we remember 
things in context. When you 
have a strong government, a 
strong Prime Minister in Delhi 

who is going to come with an 
absolute thumping major-
ity and who is going to put 
country’s interest far ahead 
of everything else, then cities 
like Mumbai will always feel 
safer...It is not very far from 
places from where terrorists 
have already come,” Annama-
lai said. He further asserted 
that the NDA has already 
crossed the majority mark in 
these four phases of elections.

“In four phases, we have 
done 380. There are three 
more phases to go and 163 
more to be done. In my per-
sonal opinion, we crossed the 
simple majority a long time 
ago. Now, the heavyweight 
constituencies are coming, 
including in Maharashtra, 
Uttar Pradesh and Delhi. I am 
extremely confident that the 
numbers we have set--370 for 
the BJP and 400 for the NDA-
-are not only realistically pos-
sible, we are almost on track to 
achieve it, and 100 per cent we 
will achieve it,” he said.

‘Vote for development and vikas, vote for Modi’ Amritpal enters poll fray from Khadoor  
Sahib as independent candidate

For first time, a political party has promised 
to destroy Constitution: Rahul Gandhi

‘PM Modi will win from Varanasi with resounding margin’

TDG NETWORK
VARANASI 
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A day after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi filed his 
nomination from Varanasi, 
bidding for a third straight 
term in office and in 
the Lok Sabha from the 
constituency; people from 
the ancient temple town, 
especially the boatmen, 
came out in his praise for 
the wave of development 
and makeover the city has 
experienced in the recent 
past.

Speaking to ANI on 
Wednesday, Santosh Sahni, 
a boatman from Varanasi, 
said, “Since Prime Minister 
Modi came to represent our 
city in the Lok Sabha, things 
have been going well for us. 
Our lives and livelihoods 
have changed for the better. 
Since the development 
and opening of the Kashi 
Vishwanath Corridor, the 

city’s tourism potential has 
grown by leaps and bounds. 
Better tourism prospects 
directly impact our lives and 
livelihoods. We wish that he 
would visit us every year 
and make our livelihoods 
even better. Could we ask for 
anything else? We will vote 
for him again.”

Sunil Sahni, a young 
member of the Mallah 
(boatmen) community, 
said, “We have been into 
this profession since the 
time of our ancestors. Since 
Modi-ji became our MP and 
PM, our businesses have 
grown by leaps and bounds. 
Earlier, the development of 
tourism here lagged and 
largely ignored. However, 
since the opening of the 
Kashi Vishwanath Corridor, 
d e d i c at e d  i n i t i at ive s 
t o w a r d s  c l e a n l i n e s s 
a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
o f  n u m e r o u s  o t h e r 

development schemes, 
the face of Kashi as we 
knew it has changed. Now, 
everybody wants to visit 
Varanasi. Those visiting 
our city in droves book 
boat rides as well. Hence, a 
boost in the city’s tourism 
potential has had a positive 
impact on our earnings. 
Now, we use both oars and 
motors to run our boats.”

Saying that their business 
slows in scorching summer 
as the footfall of visitors 
drops with the onset of the 
season, the boatman said 
big cruise liners sail across 
the waters with tourists 
these days, affecting their 
earnings. He urged the 
government to cap the 
number of cruise vessels.

Deepak Kumar Sahni, who 
said he has been a boatman 
for 80 years, said, “We have 
been into this line of work 
over many decades. 

Congress Parliamentary 
Party Chairperson Sonia 
Gandhi, party president 
Mallikarjun Kharge, MP 
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi are among the star 
campaigners named by the 
party for the Lok Sabha 
poll campaigning in Uttar 
Pradesh.

The list has been released 
for the seventh phase of 
elections in Uttar Pradesh.

The other prominent 
leaders on the list include 
Salman Khurshid, former 
Chief Ministers Ashok 
Gehlot, Bhupesh Baghel, 
and Congress Working 

Committee member Sachin 
Pilot.

Uttar Pradesh will witness 
the fifth phase of Lok Sabha 
elections on May 20.

This time, Jhansi, Amethi, 
R a e b a r e l i ,  L u c k n ow, 
K a i s e r g a n j ,  J a l a u n , 
Hamirpur, Banda, Fatehpur, 
Kaushambi, Barabanki, 
Faizabad, and Mohanlalganj 
will go to the polls.

Congress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi has “challenged” 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to fight one election on 
issues like unemployment, 
inflation, and his policies.

Ad d r e s s i n g  a  r a l l y 
on Tuesday in Amethi, 
Priyanka said, “I challenge 

the Prime Minister to 
f ight  one e lect ion on 
unemployment, inflation 
and your policies. Tell the 
public once, what you have 
done for the poor, for the 
labourers, for the common 
man. He can’t tell because he 
hasn’t done anything.”

The state has 80 Lok Sabha 
seats. As per the seat-sharing 
agreement, Congress will be 
contesting 17 seats and the 
Samajwadi Party 63.

In the 2019 elections, 
turning the arithmetic of the 
SP-BSP ‘Mahagatbandhan’ 
in Uttar Pradesh upside 
down, the BJP and its ally 
Apna Dal (S) won 64 of the 
80 Lok Sabha seats. 

Boatmen of Varanasi hail PM Modi, 
vow to vote him back as MP

Kharge, Sonia, Rahul, Priyanka 
Congress’ star campaigners in UP

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief 
Uddhav Thackeray on 
Wednesday said Ma-

harashtra’s lost glory would 
be restored if the INDIA 
block of opposition parties 
came to power.

Speaking at a campaign 
rally here for his party’s 
candidate from Nashik Lok 
Sabha seat, Rajabhau Waje, 
he also promised farmers 
guaranteed  Minimum 
Support Price for agricultural 
produce, and scrapping of 
GST on farm inputs.

Maharashtra gave Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
more than 40 MPs in 2014 
and 2019 elections, but got 
nothing in return, Thackeray 
alleged.

“You promised two crore 
jobs. Where are those jobs? 
Some Gujaratis deny Marathi 

people entry. Shall we bear 
it? ASHA workers are not 
getting their honorarium for 
months. There are no health 
facilities, jobs, no money to 
farmers and no crop loans. 
I promise to regain the lost 
glory of Maharashtra after 
coming to power. I also 
promise farmers MSP for 
crops. I will cancel the GST 
on fertilizers, seeds when an 
INDIA government comes to 

power at the Centre,” he said.
He also lashed out at the 

Union government for 
banning onion exports 
earlier.

“Now, the ban has been 
lifted, but export duty has 
been imposed,” Thackeray 
pointed out.

He also criticised the 
prime minister for not 
visiting Manipur since 
ethnic strife began in the 

north-eastern state last year, 
and campaigning for JD (S) 
leader Prajwal Revanna who 
is caught up in a sex abuse 
scandal.

Modi and Amit Shah were 
the masterminds of the 
“conspiracy to finish off Shiv 
Sena”, Thackeray alleged.

His party supported the 
abrogation of Article 370 in 
2019, but did Kashmir return 
to normalcy or Kashmiri 
Pandits return to the Valley, 
the Sena (UBT) chief asked.

“Our lawyer Aseem Sarode 
said they did not remove 
Article 370, but nullified 
a sub-section....  Adani 
bought land in Kashmir 
because of the presence of 
lithium deposits which is 
used in batteries and other 
electronic equipment. He 
will get land, lithium and 
the money earned from it 
will go to Gujarat again,”  
Thackeray said.

Uddhav promises to regain 
maha’s lost glory, slams pm modi
TDG NETWORK
NASHIk/MuMbAI

Clarifying his “infiltrators” 
a n d  “ t h o s e  w it h  m o r e 
children” remarks, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in an 
interview with News18 said 
that he did not only talk about 
Muslims but spoke about 
every poor family, adding that 
the day he starts doing Hindu-
Muslim, he will be “unworthy 
of public life.”

In an interview with News 
18, PM Modi said that he 
does not market love towards 
Muslims, “I do not work for a 
vote bank. I believe in Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas.”

“I am shocked. Who told you 
that whenever one talks of 
people with more children, the 
inference is they are Muslims? 
Why are you so unjust towards 
Muslims? This is the situation 
in poor families too. Where 
there is poverty, there are 
more children, irrespective 

of their social circle. I didn’t 
mention either Hindu or 
Muslim. I have said that one 
should have as many children 
as you can take care of. Don’t 
let a situation arise where the 
government has to take care 
of your children,” the Prime 
Minister said on Tuesday.

Referring to the post-Godhra 
riots in Gujarat when he was 
the Chief Minister of the 
state, PM Modi said that his 
opponents “tarnished” his 
image among the Muslims 
after 2002 (the Godhra riots).

“This issue is not about 

Muslims. Irrespective of how 
supportive individual Muslims 
are of Modi, there is a wave 
of thought that dictates to 
them, ‘do this, do that’. In my 
house, there are all Muslim 
families around me. Eid was 
also celebrated in our house, 
and there were other festivals 
in our house. Food was not 
cooked in our house on the day 
of Eid. Food used to come to 
my place from all the Muslim 
families. When Muharram 
started, we needed to come 
out from under the Tajiya, we 
were taught. I grew up in that 

world. Even today, many of 
my friends are Muslims. After 
2002 (Godhra), my image was 
tarnished,” he added.

Asked whether Muslims 
would vote for him in this Lok 
Sabha election, he said that the 
“people of the country will vote 
for me.”

“The day I start doing Hindu-
Muslims, I won’t be entitled to 
live in the public domain. I 
won’t do Hindu-Muslim. This 
is my pledge,” PM Modi said.

Earlier, Prime Minister Modi, 
in a public rally in Rajasthan, 
alleged Congress wants to take 
away the gold and property of 
people and distribute it among 
“those having more children.”

Referring to reports about 
Congress’s intention to 
redistribute wealth if elected 
to power, the Prime Minister 
said the party would conduct 
a survey and they would not 
even let Mangalsutra remain 
with women and “will go to 
this extent.”

‘I never said Hindu or Muslim, I 
talked about poor families’: PM Modi
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The Election Commission of 
India (ECI) has accepted the 
nomination of pro-Khalistani 
separatist and Waris Punjab 
De Chief, Amritpal Singh, to 
contest as an independent 
candidate from Punjab’s 
Khadoor Sahib Lok Sabha 
constituency.

According to ECI data, 
Singh’s 
nomination 
was filed on 
May 10. He 
is currently 
incarcerated 

in Dibrugarh jail, Assam.
In April, Singh’s mother, 

Balwinder Kaur, revealed 

that there had been pressure 
on him to enter the political 
arena. “Pressure was being 
put on Amritpal Singh 
to contest the elections, 
and now he is going to 

start his political innings 
from Khadoor Sahib Lok 
Sabha constituency as an 
independent candidate,” she 
stated. Amritpal Singh was 
arrested by Punjab police in 

April last year after evading 
authorities for over a month. 
He and nine associates are 
detained under the stringent 
National Security Act in 
Dibrugarh jail. The Khadoor 
Sahib seat was previously 
held by Congress’ Jasbir 
Singh Gill in 2019. For the 
upcoming election, Congress 
has nominated Kuldeep 
Singh Zira, while BJP has 
fielded Manjit Singh Manna. 
AAP’s candidate is Laljit 
Singh Bhullar, and the Akali 
Dal will be represented by 
Virsa Singh Valtoha.

Voting for Punjab’s 13 Lok 
Sabha seats is scheduled for 
June 1, during the seventh 
phase of  the national 
elections.

Speaking at a rally in Balangir on 
Wednesday, Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi said that for the first time in 
the country’s political history, a po-
litical party has allegedly promised in 
its poll campaign that if they win the 
elections, they will be uprooting the 
Constitution.

“For the first time, a political party 
has said that if they come to power 
they will be destroying the Constitu-
tion. This Constitution gave rights to 
the poor, backward, Dalits, Adivasis, 
minorities, farmers, and labourers of 
India. And today, big leaders of the 
BJP say that if they win the elections, 
they will uproot this book. I want to 

tell every BJP leader and worker that, 
let alone Narendra Modi, no power in 
the world can touch this book,” Rahul 

Gandhi said.
Rahul Gandhi said that the BJP 

wants to snatch away the benefits 
of reservation that were given by 
Ambedkar, Gandhi, and Jawaharlal 
Nehru to the Dalits, Adivasis and 
backward classes in the country.

“If you try to rip the Constitution, 
just see what the country and the Con-
gress party do with you. Big leaders 
of the BJP gave statements that if they 
win, they will end reservations. They 
are trying to take away the tool, the 
weapon of reservation that was given 
by Ambedkar, Gandhi, and Jawahar-
lal Nehru to the Dalits, Adivasis and 
backward classes,” he said.

Rahul Gandhi said that the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) has waived off 
loans worth 24 years of MGNREGA 

wages for 22 billionaires but did not 
waive loans for farmers, or students 
and did not even give loans to small 
traders. “They have sold off the entire 
public sector to the capitalists. They 
have only worked for 22 billionaires. 
He has waived off the loans of 22 
people worth Rs 16 lakh crore. This 
amounts to MNREGA wages for 24 
years. They did not waive off loans to 
farmers, or students, and did not give 
loans to small traders,” he said.

Slamming the BJP, Rahul Gandhi 
said that the government has side-
lined the poor and the farmers and 
has only worked for 22-25 individuals.

“The government has sidelined 
you. You have so much burden, on 
the shoulders of poor, farmers, that 
wherever you go you can feel it. 
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
addresses a public meeting in Odisha’s 
Balangir on Wednesday. ANI 
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Coming out all guns blazing 
at Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee, Union Minister 
Giriraj Singh on Wednesday 
alleged that she was plan-
ning to turn Bengal into a 
‘Muslim state’.

Also gunning for her part-
ners in the Opposition bloc-
-INDIA, Giriraj said they 
were working to make the 
country an ‘Islamic state’.

Drawing a parallel between 
the TMC supremo and the 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un, the Union Minister 
told ANI, “Mamata Banerjee 
wants Bengal to be a Muslim 
(majority) state. Ahead of the 
last elections (2021 assembly 

elections), a minister in her 
government gave journalists a 
guided tour of what he called 
‘mini-Pakistan’. This goes to 
show that she wants to turn 
Bengal into a mini-Pakistan.” 
“If voted back at the Centre, 
we will implement the Nation-
al Register of Citizens, Citizen-
ship Amendment Act (CAA) 
and the Uniform Civil Code, 
as well as measures towards 
population control. We will 

put an end to her (Mamata’s) 
dictatorship like Kim Jong 
Un,” Singh added.

He reiterated that the Bloc 
partners were working to-
wards “enforcing Islamic 
rule on the country, along 
the lines of Congress-ruled 
Karnataka where Muslims 
were granted OBS status 
(enabling them to benefit 
from the quotas guaranteed 
for the community).

“Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi and (former Bihar 
chief minister) Lalu Yadav 
style themselves as the well-
wishers of backward com-
munities. However, they 
(Congress) deprived them 
of their share of quotas by 
giving Muslims the status of 
OBC in Karnataka. 

Taking potshots at Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
for moving around with a 
copy of the Constitution, 
BJP national president JP 
Nadda said that he “does not 
know” about the educational 
qualifications of the former 
Congress chief but advised 
him to “at least read the Con-
stitution.”

His remarks came in the 
backdrop of the Congress 
leader often holding a copy 
of the Constitution in his 
public rallies. The former 
Congress chief has alleged 
that the BJP if it comes to 
power after the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections, will attempt 
to ‘rewrite’ the Constitution.

“Rahul Gandhi is moving 
around with a copy of the 
Constitution. I don’t know 
about his educational quali-

fications. At least read the 
Constitution. Baba Saheb 
Ambedkar has said that 
there could be no reserva-
tion based on religion. And 
(Prime Minister Narendra) 
Modi ji has said, ‘As long 
as he is alive and the BJP 
party is there, no one can lay 
hands on the reservation of 
the Dalits, Adivasis, and oth-
ers’,” Nadda said.

The BJP chief was address-
ing a public meeting in Bi-

har’s Motihari.
He also hit out at Rashtriya 

Janata Dal Chief Lalu Prasad 
Yadav.

“’Lalu ji ne chara khaya ya 
nahi...Naukari kai badlai 
zameen hadpi ya nahi’ (was 
not Lalu involved in the fod-
der scam? Grabbed land in 
exchange for jobs). Do you 
need such jobs in exchange 
for the lands of the poor?...,” 
the BJP chief asked the gath-
ering.

“RJD means ‘Rishwatkhori 
Jungleraj Daldal’... Those 
(RJD) who say that we will 
provide jobs are saying it 
as PM Modi has started the 
politics of the report card... 
The Congress party is not a 
party but a party that does 
corruption...,” he added.

Lashing out at Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, 
who is out on interim bail in 
an excise policy case, Nadda 
said, “Has Arvind Kejriwal 
not done a liquor and drug 
scam? He is out on bail till 
June 1. Will he not go back to 
jail on June 2? Isn’t Manish 
Sisodia in jail? They have a 
relationship between jail 
and bail.” Union Minister 
and BJP candidate from Be-
gusarai, Giriraj Singh, told 
reporters in Patna, “Former 
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister 
Tejashwi Yadav is nervous...
We will not allow ‘jungle 
raj’ (lawlessness)...We have 

leaders like (Prime Minis-
ter) Narendra Modi, Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, 
Deputy Chief Minister of Bi-
har Samrat Choudhary, and 
Rashtriya Lok Samta Party 
leader Upendra Kushwaha. 
That’s why they are afraid.”

Earlier in the day, Lok 
Janshakti Party National 
President and party candi-
date from Bihar’s Hajipur, 
Chirag Paswan, told report-
ers that there is “no unity” in 
the I.N.D.I. alliance.

“If Tejashwi (Yadav) has 
to use the name of our Chief 
Minister for electoral gains, 
it clearly shows that they are 
so weak without our Chief 
Minister...By using the name 
of CM they (RJD) are attempt-
ing to improve their position 
by creating confusion...The 
public knows how strong 
our National Democratic Al-
liance is...There is no unity in 
the INDI alliance...”

‘Mamata Banerjee misleading  
people on CAA’: Giriraj Singh

BJP’s influence won’t sway Odisha, says BJD’s VK Pandian

Will take forward Atalji's dream for Lucknow: Rajnath 

BJP chief Nadda asks Rahul to ‘at least read’ Constitution

The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) on Wednes-
day summoned the Chief 
Secretary and the Director 
General of Police (DGP) of 
Andhra Pradesh to New 
Delhi tomorrow to “person-
ally explain” the recent surge 
in post-poll violence in the 
state, sources said.

This directive comes as 
the ECI takes a stringent 
stance on the failure of the 
local administration to con-
tain the unrest following the 
elections. According to the 
sources, the Commission 
has demanded a detailed ex-
planation from the officials 
regarding the lapses in main-
taining law and order and 
the preemptive measures be-
ing implemented to prevent 
further incidents. The ECI 

emphasised the continued 
enforcement of the Model 
Code of Conduct and the ne-
cessity for stringent actions 
to ensure peace.

The ECI has repeatedly 
emphasised that there is no 
place for violence in a de-
mocracy and since the an-
nouncement of Lok Sabha 
elections, Chief Election 
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar 
has been personally moni-
toring the election space to 
ensure peaceful and vio-
lence-free conduct of polls.

Post-poll violence was re-
ported in parts of Andhra 
Pradesh on, Monday.

Earlier on the fourth phase 
of Lok Sabha election day, 
May 13, YSRCP MLA from 
Tenali, Annabattula Shiva-
kumar, triggered contro-
versy for allegedly hitting a 
voter standing in a queue at 
a polling booth in Andhra 

Pradesh’s Guntur district. 
He claimed that the man 
was drunk, made casteist re-
marks against him and was 
abusing him and his wife.

Meanwhile, YSRCP and 
TDP workers clashed near 
Narasaraopet Municipal 
High School polling sta-
tion in Palnadu district of 
Andhra Pradesh and police 
fired rubber bullets to con-
trol the situation here on 
Monday.

Polling for all 175 seats 
of the State Legislative As-
sembly of Andhra Pradesh 
was held simultaneously 
with the Lok Sabha polls on 
Monday. The ruling YSRCP 
is contesting on all 175 seats, 
eyeing another term, while 
as part of a seat-sharing ar-
rangement among NDA 
partners, TDP is contesting 
on 144 assembly seats, Jana 
Sena on 21 and BJP on 10.

EC summons Andhra Pradesh DGP, Chief 
Secretary over post-poll violence in state

Calling Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi a 
“bluff master,” Con-

gress General Secretary in-
charge Communications Jai-
ram Ramesh on Wednesday 
said that PM Modi is the first 
Prime Minister whose basic 
principle is “Asatyameva 
Jayate,” adding that there is 
no “leher but zeher” in his 
language.

Speaking to ANI, Jairam 
Ramesh said that PM Modi’s 
entire campaign has been 
based on Hindu-Muslim.

“Everyone knows it and 
everyone has seen it. Today, 
he says that if he does Hindu-
Muslim politics, he is not fit 
to lead a public life. Yes, you 
are not fit. Such a PM who 
doesn’t speak the truth even 
by mistake...’Satyameva Jay-
ate’ is written below our na-
tional emblem. He is the first 

PM whose basic principle is 
‘Asatyameva Jayate’. Bluff 
and rule. He is a bluffmas-
ter,” Ramesh said.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, in an interview with 
News18, clarified his “in-
filtrators” and “those with 
more children” remarks and 
said that he did not only talk 
about Muslims but spoke 
about every poor family, 
adding that the day he starts 
doing Hindu-Muslim, he 
will be “unworthy of public 
life.”

The Congress General Sec-
retary in charge Communi-
cations said that the Prime 
Minister is spreading com-
munal poison.

“There is no ‘leher’ but 
‘zeher’. There is ‘zeher’ in 
his language. He is spread-
ing communal poison. He 
is spreading a pandemic 
of lies. So, I don’t see any 
‘leher’. Had there been 
‘leher’, there would not 
have been issues in his lan-
guage. Why is he rattled?... 
Why is he pumping oxygen 
into polarisation again and 
again?” he said.

He further said that after 
the first two phases of the 
Lok Sabha elections, it has 
become clear that ‘Dakshin 
Bharat mein BJP saaf aur 
Uttar, Poorvi aur Pashchim 
Bharat mein BJP half’.

“Polling has been held on 
379 seats so far in 4 phases. 
After the first 2 phases, it 
became clear that ‘Dakshin 

Bharat mein BJP saaf aur 
Uttar, Poorvi aur Pashchim 
Bharat mein BJP half’. It is 
certain that on June 4, IN-
DIA Alliance parties will get 
a clear and decisive mandate. 
There appear to be issues in 
PM’s language, he seems 
worried. HM says anything. 

But the truth is that their 
campaigning is not work-
ing, there is no wave. There 
is resentment, people want 
change...Everyone is im-
pressed with our guarantee 
card...Nobody had expected 
the change in 2004...But 
who formed the government 
in 2004? Who got the man-
date?” he said.

'No leher but zeher iN PM Modi's  
laNguage', says JairaM raMesh

Congress General Secretary 
K C Venugopal has come 
out in support of three-time 
National Award winning 
veteran actor and film pro-
ducer Mammootty, who has 
been facing virulent online 
criticism in connection with 

his 2022 released 
film ‘Puzhu’.

Venugopal 
took to his social 
media account to 
lash out in Ma-
layalam against 
the hate speech 
directed against 

Mammootty. Recently posts 
on social media platforms 
claimed that the movie ‘Pu-
zhu’ released in 2022 was 
anti-Brahmanical.

Venugopal’s post read, “In 
Sathyan Mash’s last film 
‘Anubhavangal Palichakal’, 
he became the voice and face 
of Malayalam cinema from a 
20-year-old boy who stood 

beside actor Bahadur for the 
first time in the silver light 
in a minute-long scene. The 
name Mammootty stands 
among the actors who have 
given Malayalam cinema a 
beautiful address at the top 
of world cinema during his 
half-century of career.”

Venugopal highlighted 
the efforts by 72-year-old 
Mammootty for Malayalam 
cinema. “When Malayalam 
cinema was going through 
historical stages of its 

growth, actor Mammootty 
was able to shoulder it alone 
and overcome the weakness-
es. Mammootty has been 
able to simultaneously be the 
figure of authority in Bhas-
kara Patel and the figure of 
a subordinate in ‘Ponthan-
mada’. That man cannot be 
tied to the framework of 
any religion or caste. Only 
those with specific politi-
cal goals were behind it. 
The fact that Mammootty 
is still Muhammad Kutty 

today is due to the hatred 
in the minds of those hate 
mongers. “

He concluded his post, 
“The secular society of 
Kerala will not cooperate 
no matter how much they 
try to slander a person with 
a correct political view and 
sense of acting. Mammoot-
ty’s caste and religion are 
the same as Mammootty’s 
voice and face seen in Ma-
layalee meals and sleep for 
fifty years. It is Kerala that 
needs to wrap Malayalam’s 
Mammootty away from the 
poison of hate campaigns. 
It has no colour of politics, 
no colour. Mammootty 
alone is enough.”

The husband of Ratheena 
PT, the debutant director 
of the film ‘Puzhu’ had in a 
recent interview claimed 
that the movie was against 
a particular community and 
criticised Mammootty for 
doing the film. The video of 
the interview was shared 
widely online. 

Kerala needs to wrap Mammootty away 
from poison of hate campaigns: Venugopal
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Biju Janata Dal (BJD) leader 
VK Pandian on Wednesday 
said that the incumbent 
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik would be sworn in for 
another term on June 9.

He exuded confidence in 
BJD’s victory in the Assem-
bly elections and dismissed 
any potential impact of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in Odisha, affirming 
it wouldn’t sway Naveen 
Patnaik or the people of the 
state.

Speaking with ANI, VK 
Pandian said, “I understand 
that three Chief Ministers 
from BJP-ruled states are 
here as well as several Union 

Ministers... They all are try-
ing to give booster doses to 
BJP! Second dose, third dose, 
they are trying hard to give 
a booster dose but I am con-
fident that BJD is winning 
a three-fourth majority in 
the Assembly elections and 
Naveen Patnaik is taking 
oath on June 9...”

He added further, “Naveen 

Babu’s flag will fly high. 
Naveen Babu has seen so 
many cyclones. The wind of 
these people (BJP) will not 
have any impact on him, or 
the people of Odisha.”

Stating the government’s 
intentions after taking oath, 
Pandian said, “With the 
blessings of the people of 
Odisha, Naveen Babu will 

take oath on June 9, and 
the first signature will be 
for implementing the Bijuli 
scheme and 90 per cent of 
the people of Odisha will get 
the benefit.”

Pandian outlined the 
government’s post-oath 
objectives, stating, “With 
the blessings of Mahap-
rabhu (Lord Jagannath) 
and people, our favourite 
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik will again take oath 
on June 9 and his first or-
der will be to provide free 
power supply for 90 per 
cent population of Odisha 
and extension of Biju Sw-
asthya Kalyan Yojna for 
all, including government 
servants...”

Notably,  Odisha CM 

Naveen Patnaik on Wednes-
day addressed a public rally 
in Deogarh under the Sam-
balpur Lok Sabha constitu-
ency.

In his address to the peo-
ple, he said, “No need to pay 
electricity bill from July this 
year. No bills will come from 
July. The opposition is lying. 
BJP leaders are shedding 
crocodile tears. Vote for BJD. 
Vote for Conch symbol and 
BJD candidates both in Lok 
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha 
elections.”

Notably, Lok Sabha and as-
sembly polls are being held si-
multaneously in Odisha. The 
four-phased Lok Sabha and 
assembly elections started on 
May 13 and will also be held 
on May 20, May 25 and June 1. 

Union Defence Minister 
and BJP’s candidate from 
Lucknow, Rajnath Singh, 
said that he tried to fulfil 
the dreams of former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee and left no stone unturned 
for the city’s development.

Addressing a public meet-
ing in Lucknow, the Defence 
Minister on Tuesday re-
membered Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee’s vision for Lucknow 
and said that he would take 
Vajpayee ji’s vision forward.

“We have diligently worked 
towards realising Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee ji’s vision for Luc-
know, and we remain com-
mitted to advancing it fur-
ther in the future. Lucknow 
currently ranks tenth glob-

ally, and we aim to elevate it 
to the fifth position,” Singh 
said.

He further thanked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath for their wholehearted 
support in the progress of 
Lucknow.

“PM Modi has all its sup-
port in the constituency’s 
development. However, the 
pace of developmental work 
is possible because of the 
CM. CM Yogi instantaneous-

ly approved every proposal 
I presented to him without 
any hesitation. This paved 
the way for Lucknow’s swift 
progress,” he added.

Singh said the BJP fulfilled 
all its promises made in the 
party manifesto, be it the ab-
rogation of Article 370 or the 
construction of Ram Mandir 
in Ayodhya.

Meanwhile, addressing a 
public rally in support of BJP 
candidate from Lucknow 
Lok Sabha seat and Defence 

Minister Rajnath Singh, CM 
Yogi Adityanath said that In-
dia had become self-reliant 
in the defence sector and the 
state capital had become a 
centre for manufacturing 
BrahMos missiles

“For Lucknow, it was said, 
‘Muskuraiye, Aap Lucknow 
mein hain’ (Smile, you are in 
Lucknow). But there were 
not enough conditions to 
smile about. Now, New India 
is secure because the defence 
sector is ‘Atma Nirbhar’ as 
Lucknow is the centre of In-
dia’s Brahmos missile. When 

the missile made here roars at 
the borders, the enemy gets 
scared. When a cracker bursts 
somewhere, Pakistan clarifies 
that it was not it, because Paki-
stan is scared of the missile 
made in Lucknow,” he said. 
He said Gomti will soon get 
a new lease of life as Rajnath 
Singh had inaugurated the 
STP for it recently. Lucknow 
will vote in the fifth phase of 
the Lok Sabha elections on 
May 20. Rajnath Singh will 
face Samajwadi Party candi-
date Ravidas Mehrotra from 
this seat.

Asaduddin Owaisi questions PM 
over his ‘infiltrators’ remarks
TDG NeTwork
NEW DELHI 

AIMIM leader Asaduddin 
Owaisi questioned Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi as 
to why it took him so long to 
issue a “false clarification” 
over his ‘infiltrators’ and 
“those with more children” 
remarks, widely seen refer-
ring to the Muslims.

He also alleged that PM 
Modi and the BJP have 
“spread countless lies” and 
“immense hatred” against 
Muslims in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections.

In a post on X, Owaisi said, 
“In his speech, Modi had 
called Muslims infiltrators 
and those with too many 

children. Now he is saying 
that he was not talking about 
Muslims, he never used the 
Hindu-Muslim angle. Why 
did it take so long to give this 
false clarification? Modi’s 
political journey has been 
based solely on anti-Muslim 
politics.”

“In this election, Modi and 
the BJP have spread count-
less lies and immense hatred 
against Muslims. It’s not just 

Modi who is in the dock, but 
every voter who voted for 
the BJP despite these speech-
es,” Owaisi added.

Clarifying his “infiltra-
tors” and “those with more 
children” remarks, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 
an interview with News18 
said that he did not only talk 
about Muslims but spoke 
about every poor family, 
adding that the day he start-
ed doing Hindu-Muslim, he 
will be “unworthy of public 
life. “In an interview with 
News 18, PM Modi said that 
he does not market love to-
wards Muslims, “I do not 
work for a vote bank. I be-
lieve in Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas.”

Singh said the BJP fulfilled all its 
promises made in the party manifesto, 

be it the abrogation of Article 370 or the 
construction of Ram Mandir in Ayodhya.
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Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge questioned 
why Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi does not suspend 
people from his party who 
speak about changing the 
Constitution.

“If you speak so much 
about your courage, you al-
ready have a 56-inch chest, 
then why don’t you scare 
them, suspend them from 
the party?... This is to save 
the Constitution, the coun-
try and democracy,” Kharge 
said speaking at a joint press 
conference with Samajwadi 
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav 
in Lucknow on Wednesday.

The Congress and the 
Samajwadi Party are part-
ners in the INDIA bloc to 
take on the Bharatiya Janata 

Party-led NDA in the ongo-
ing Lok Sabha elections.

Kharge pointed out that 
apart from Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh chief Mo-
han Bhagwat, BJP leader 
Anantkumar Hegde, sever-
al leaders of the BJP in Uttar 
Pradesh spoke about chang-
ing the Constitution but the 
Prime Minister did not act 
against them.

“Our RSS leader Mohan 
Bhagwat said that if they 
come to power they will 
bring changes in the Con-
stitution. Another leader 
in Karnataka said that they 
need a two-thirds majority 
to change the Constitution. 
Leaders of Uttar Pradesh 
speak about changing the 
Constitution so frequently 
that I feel surprised that PM 
Modi keeps silent,” Kharge 
said.

Speaking about alleged 
abuse of election procedure 
by the BJP, Kharge said, 
“Wherever big leaders of 
the BJP are contesting, op-
position party leaders are 
being stopped from filing 
nominations. They are also 
threatening our election 
agents.”

“I have seen in Hyderabad 
that one woman candidate 
of BJP was checking wom-
en’s identities by removing 
the burqa. Is this how free 
and fair elections are con-

ducted? How can you con-
duct elections by instilling 
fear? There should be a level 
playing ground,” he added.

Kharge said that he is con-
fident that the INDIA bloc 
will be forming the govern-
ment on June 4, the day of 
the counting of votes for the 
Lok Sabha polls.

“The people of India have 
decided the farewell of PM 
Modi. Seeing the situation 
in the country, I can say 
with belief that the INDIA 
bloc is going to form the 

new government on June 4,” 
he said.

Kharge said that the on-
going polls is being fought 
to save democracy and the 
Constitution and are be-
tween the poor and those 
who stay with the rich.

“The 2024 elections are to 
save the country’s democ-
racy and the Constitution. 
This is also an election be-
tween two ideologies. On 
one side is the combined 
effort of all parties who are 
fighting against the poor 
and on the other hand are 
those who stay with the 
rich, doing whatever they 
think fit and fighting on the 
basis of religion,” the Con-
gress chief said.

In an attack on the BJP 
government over unem-
ployment, Kharge said, 
“Our fight is for the poor 

who do not even get a single 
meal in a day, who do not get 
employment, do not get jobs 
even after graduation, after 
being engineers, doctors, 
after holding diplomas. De-
spite so many vacancies in 
the government the central 
government does not want 
to fill them up. Our alliance 
is against unemployment 
and price rise.”

Kharge highlighted that 
the ongoing elections are 
being fought to safeguard 
the country’s future and the 
rights of the future genera-
tion.

“This election is for the 
country’s future, to protect 
our future generation and 
safeguard their rights, and 
to safeguard the reserva-
tions of the weaker sections 
like Dalits, Adivasis and 
backward. ...”

With Congress 
slamming the 
economic per-

formance of the BJP-led 
government, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
has hit back at the party and 
challenged Rahul Gandhi to 
answer questions raised by 
her concerning the prom-
ises made by the opposition 
party in its manifesto and the 
performance of Congress-
led UPA government.

In a series of long posts on 
X, Sitharaman said the fiscal 
management of the BJP-led 
government has been “ro-
bust” and capital expendi-
ture increased by five times 
from FY14 to FY24.

She accused the Congress 
of misleading the country 
on fiscal management and 
“hiding behind lofty prom-
ises that are non-transpar-
ent and disconnected from 
reality”.

She also compared the 
debt ratio during the UPA 
government and BJP-led 
government led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

“A cross-country com-
parison reveals that India 
has fared relatively well and 
maintains a general govern-
ment debt ratio below that of 
FY2003. India had a debt-
to-GDP ratio of 81 per cent 
in 2022. This is significantly 
lower than economies like 
Japan (260.1 per cent), Italy 
(140.5 pc), the USA (121.3 
pc), France (111.8 pc), and 

the UK (101.9 pc) in the 
same period.”

She said several countries 
have faced the risk of sover-
eign default in recent years.

“Number of countries 
facing high debt levels in-
creased from 22 in 2011 to 
almost 60 in 2022.”

Raising questions on Con-

gress manifesto promises, 
Sithraman asked if the party 
has considered the cost “of 
the lofty promises made in 
their manifesto?”

“Have they calculated 
how much the ‘Khata Khat’ 
schemes will cost fiscally? 
Will they borrow substan-
tially...or will they raise tax-

es to fund them?”
She asked how many wel-

fare schemes would Rahul 
Gandhi shut down to ac-
commodate the fiscal cost of 
the ‘Khata Khat’ schemes?

“Would RahulGandhi care 
to answer these real ques-
tions and explain how their 
gigantic schemes of fiscal 
splurge would work with-
out increasing taxes or bor-
rowing heavily and running 
down the economy? Here’s a 
challenge to him to answer 
these questions for the peo-
ple of India,” she said.

“The truth is that our gov-
ernment’s fiscal manage-
ment is much better than 
that of the UPA despite fac-
ing COVID-19 pandemic in 
which substantial resources 
were used for relief efforts,” 

she added.
The Finance Minister said 

that during the UPA rule 
from FY2004 to FY2014, 
Central Government Debt, 
including external debt at 
current values, grew about 
3.2 times, from Rs 18.74 lakh 
crore in March 2004 to Rs 
58.59 lakh crore in March 
2014.

This increase was much 
greater than the 2.9 times 
growth from Rs 58.59 lakh 
crore in FY 2014 to Rs 172.37 
lakh crore in FY 2024 (RE), 
the minister said, adding 
that this lower increase be-
tween FY 2014 and FY 2024 
occurred despite the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
where the Centre borrowed 
to provide relief to those in 
need even as revenues fell.

The political gimmick ahead 
of the Lok Sabha election in 
Rae Bareli is in full swing. 
Now, former Chhattisgarh 
chief minister Bhupesh 
Baghel has tried to stir the 
hornet’s nest by calling Ra-
hul Gandhi the PM face of 
future.

However, neither the party 
nor the I.N.D.I.A alliance 
gave any importance to the 
gamble played by Baghel. 
During the joint press con-
ference of the I.N.D.I.A bloc 
in Lucknow on Wednesday, 
the party’s National Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge 
maintained silence on this, 
while SP chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav stated that they would 
not disclose their strategy. 
Both leaders emphasised on 
reservation and claimed vic-
tory for the I.N.D.I.A bloc.

Interestingly, during his 
visit to Rae Bareli, Rahul 
Gandhi did not address the 
issue of reservation. Fur-
thermore, neither Congress 
nor the I.N.D.I.A bloc has 
announced any candidate 
for the upcoming elections. 
It appears that Congress is 
avoiding taking any risks in 
Rae Bareli this time, as BJP 
stalwarts are expected to 
focus heavily on Rae Bareli 
and Amethi in the near fu-
ture.

Most of the big and small 
leaders of Congress have 
camped in Rae Bareli. The 
responsibility of senior su-
pervisor of Rae Bareli has 
been given to Baghel. Lead-
ers of Chhattisgarh, Rajast-

han and Madhya Pradesh, 
all the Hindi speaking states, 
have gathered there with full 
force. Along with Amethi, 
Priyanka Gandhi is also fo-
cusing on Rae Bareli. But the 
biggest challenge before the 
party is to increase the vic-
tory margin.

In the previous election, 
Sonia Gandhi’s victory mar-
gin was significantly nar-
rower compared to previ-
ous years, winning by only 
a margin of 1.5 lakh votes. 
This time, her son Rahul is 
contesting from Rae Bareli, 
having previously contested 
from Amethi where he was 
defeated. The Gandhi fam-
ily has fielded Kishori Lal 
Sharma, a close associate, in 
Amethi, with Priyanka tak-
ing charge of his campaign, 
supported by former Rajas-
than CM Ashok Gehlot and 
his team. However, the real 
challenge lies in Rae Bareli, 
where BJP candidate DP 
Singh, active in the area for 
a decade, poses a formidable 
challenge. Congress is em-
ploying various strategies to 
counter this, with Bhupesh 
Baghel, hailing from Rae 
Bareli, entrusted with the 
task of rallying support for 
Rahul’s candidacy. However, 
there is a lack of consensus 
within the Indi alliance re-
garding Rahul’s candidacy, 
evident from Kharge’s si-
lence on the matter. Con-
gress faces the challenge of 
persuading voters amidst a 
competitive electoral land-
scape, with popular figures 
like CM Yogi and PM Modi 
commanding significant 
support. 

FM: Capex up 5 tiMes FroM FY14 to FY24 No takers for ‘Rahul 
future PM’ comment 
by Bhupesh Baghel
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verdict on Purkayastha’s plea challenging 
the high court’s October 13 last year order 
dismissing his plea against arrest and sub-
sequent police remand in the case. 

He was arrested by the Special Cell of the 
Delhi Police on October 3 last year. 

After the verdict was pronounced, Addi-
tional Solicitor General S V Raju, appearing 
for the Delhi Police, suggested that since the 
arrest was declared to be void, it should not 
preclude the police from exercising the cor-
rect powers of arrest. 

To this, Justice Gavai said, “We need not ob-
serve anything on that,” adding, “Whatever 
you are permitted in law, you are permitted 
in law.” 

On October 13, 2023, the Delhi high court 
dismissed Purkayastha and NewsClick’s HR 
department head Amit Chakravarty’s pleas 
against their arrest and subsequent police 
remand.

Chakravarty previously withdrew his peti-
tion against his arrest under the anti-terror 
law, the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA), from the Supreme Court.

Delhi’s Patiala House court previously 
granted Chakravarty permission to become 
an approver in the case filed against the news 
portal under the UAPA, alleging that it re-

ceived funds from China to spread pro-China 
propaganda.

As per the FIR, the news portal purport-
edly received substantial funds from China to 
“disrupt the sovereignty of India” and incite 
disaffection against the country.

The FIR also accused Purkayastha of con-
spiring with a group, People’s Alliance for 
Democracy and Secularism (PADS), to dis-
rupt the electoral process during the 2019 
Lok Sabha polls.

On April 30, a Delhi court acknowledged 
a charge sheet filed against Purkayastha in 
the case.

In January, the court permitted Chakra-
varty to become an approver in the case.

The judge granted pardon to Chakravarty, 
who was arrested on October 3, 2023, in the 
case, upon his application claiming he pos-
sessed material information he was willing 
to disclose to the Delhi Police, which is inves-
tigating the matter.

pointed out that the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy 
Act primarily addresses the 
mother. “It is crafted for the 
mother,” he argued. How-
ever, the bench emphasized 
that the pregnancy had 
progressed beyond seven 
months. “How do you ad-
dress the child’s right to sur-
vival?” the bench queried.

The counsel reiterated 
that until the child is deliv-
ered, the rights primarily 
belong to the mother. “The 
petitioner is currently expe-
riencing severe trauma. She 
is unable to leave her resi-
dence and is even attending 
NEET exam classes. She is 
in a highly distressing situa-
tion and cannot face society 
at this juncture,” he stated.

The lawyer stressed the 
importance of consider-
ing her mental and physi-

cal well-being. However, 
the bench remained firm in 
its decision. “Sorry,” it re-
sponded.

In its May 3 ruling, the 
high court observed that on 
April 25, it had instructed 
the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences to estab-
lish a medical board to eval-
uate the condition of both 
the foetus and the petition-
er. “Upon review of the re-
port, it is evident that there 
are no congenital abnormal-
ities in the foetus, and there 
is no risk to the mother that 
would necessitate termina-

tion of the pregnancy,” the 
high court had stated.

“As the foetus is viable 
and healthy, and there is 
no threat to the petitioner’s 
well-being, termination 
would neither be ethical 
nor legally permissible,” the 
high court concluded.

Previously, before the high 
court, the petitioner had 
mentioned experiencing 
discomfort in the abdomen 
on April 16, prompting her 
to undergo an ultrasound 
scan, which revealed she 
was 27 weeks pregnant—
beyond the legally permis-
sible limit of 24 weeks.

Under the MTP Act, ter-
mination of a pregnancy 
exceeding 24 weeks can be 
permitted in cases of sub-
stantial foetal abnormali-
ties diagnosed by a medical 
board or if there is a good 
faith opinion to save the 
pregnant woman’s life.

country...I will waive off the 
electricity bill of people etc... 
You are only contesting on 
22 seats, where will your 
government come from?” 
the Home Minister asked.

Speaking on Kejriwal’s al-
legation that the BJP would 
go in for a change of leader-
ship within a few months 
of the 2024 election results 
Amit Shah said PM Modi 
would remain the leader till 
2029 and beyond.

“I want to make it clear 
again, Modiji will remain till 
2029. And Kejriwal ji, there 

is no good news for you. 
Even after 2029, Modiji is 
our leader. We will contest 
elections under his leader-
ship,” Amit Shah said.

Four phases of Lok Sabha 
polls have been held and 
the voting will conclude on 
June 1 with results on June 
4. Voting for Delhi’s seven 
seats is scheduled to be held 
on May 25. 

Aam Aadmi Party and 
the Congress are fighting 
the elections in alliance in 
the national capital with 
the AAP contesting four 
and the Congress three 
seats. 

NewsClick founder and editor-
in-chief Prabir Purkayastha was 
released from the Tihar Jail here 
on Wednesday, hours after the 
Supreme Court declared his ar-
rest “invalid”.

“This is not early; it’s close 
to the normal date,” IMD Di-
rector General Mrutyunjay 
Mohapatra said.

The date of monsoon onset 
over Kerala has varied wide-
ly over the last 150 years, the 
earliest being May 11, 1918, 
and the most delayed being 
June 18, 1972, according to 
IMD data.

The rain-bearing system 
arrived in the southern state 
on June 8 last year, May 29 in 
2022, June 3 in 2021 and June 
1 in 2020.

Last month, the IMD had 
forecast above-normal rain 
in the monsoon season in 
India with favourable La 
NiÃ±a conditions expected 
to set in by August-Septem-
ber.

Parts of the country battled 
brutal heat in April, with 
maximum temperatures 
shattering records in several 
states and severely impact-

ing health and livelihoods.
The crippling heat is strain-

ing power grids and drying 
up water bodies triggering 
drought-like conditions in 
parts of the country. A pre-
diction of above-normal 
monsoonal rainfall, there-
fore, comes as a huge relief 
to the fast-developing South 
Asian nation.

The monsoon is critical for 
India’s agricultural land-
scape, with 52 per cent of the 
net cultivated area relying on 
it. It is also crucial for replen-
ishing reservoirs critical for 
drinking water, apart from 
power generation across the 
country.

June and July are consid-
ered the most important 
monsoon months for agri-
culture because most of the 
sowing for the Kharif crop 
takes place during this pe-
riod.

El Nino conditions are pre-
vailing at present, and La 
Nina may set in by August-

September, scientists say.
El Nino - the periodic 

warming of surface waters 
in the central Pacific Ocean 
- is associated with weaker 
monsoon winds and drier 
conditions in India. La Nina 
- the antithesis of El Nino- 
leads to plentiful rainfall 
during the monsoon sea-
son.

The IMD is also anticipat-
ing the development of a 
positive Indian Ocean Di-
pole (IOD) or cooler-than-
normal Indian Ocean in the 
east compared to the west, 
which helps bring rain to 
several states in southern 
India. The IOD is currently 
‘neutral’ and is expected to 
turn positive by August.

Another factor is below-
normal snow cover in the 
northern hemisphere and 
Eurasia. Historically, there 
has been an “inverse rela-
tionship” between the levels 
of snow here and the mon-
soon.

and their families, and this 
NHS programme can be 
truly life-changing in help-
ing reverse the effects of the 
condition, reducing their 
risks of significant health 
complications and support-
ing them to stay well for the 
long-term,” she said.

The programme is offered 
to people who meet a set of 
criteria, which include those 
who are aged 18-65 years, 
have a diagnosis of type 2 
diabetes within the last six 
years, and have a high body 
mass index (BMI) – with pa-
tients of Indian and South 
Asian heritage considered 
at higher risk on this pa-
rameter.

Thousands have already 
benefitted from the so-
called soup and shake diet 
– a 12-month innovative 
programme which helps 

kickstart weight loss by pro-
viding participants with low 
calorie, nutritionally com-
plete, total diet replacement 
products such as soups, 
shakes and bars, consisting 
of 800 to 900 calories a day, 
for the first 12 weeks.

Participants are then sup-
ported by clinicians and 
coaches to reintroduce 
healthy, nutritious food into 
their diet to maintain weight 
loss, with their progress be-
ing monitored. During the 
programme, participants 
are able to choose how they 
are supported through one-
to-one in-person sessions 
or digitally online with the 
NHS.

Analysis shows that the 
programme is effective and 
can work successfully to im-
prove people’s diabetes con-
trol and support weight loss, 
with participants typically 
losing 7.2kg on average after 

one month, and an average 
of 13kg in three months.

This, according to the 
NHS, is similar to the out-
comes seen in clinical trials, 
showing early promise that 
the programme will lead to 
remission of type 2 diabetes 
in up to half of those who 
complete it.

“Weight loss can lead to 
significant health benefits, 
including for some, remis-
sion of type 2 diabetes, and 
it’s important the NHS of-
fers a wide range of services 
that are easy to access and 
tailored to those looking to 
manage their condition,” 
said NHS National Clinical 
Director for Diabetes and 
Obesity Dr Clare Hambling.

“Type 2 diabetes is caused 
by a range of factors from 
genetics to where the body 
stores fat, with our food 
environment also playing a 
significant role. 

glittering ceremony over the 
weekend, followed by a cel-
ebration event on Monday.

She was honoured for her 
achievements over a career 
spanning four decades, hav-
ing recorded over 50,000 
songs in nearly 45 Indian 
languages.

“I was always very clear 
that any film song that my 
brother or mother would 
feel embarrassed listening 
to, I would not be singing,” 
Krishnamurthy said during 
a special Rendezvous inter-
action at London’s Taj Hotel.

It followed the closing gala 
of UKAFF 2024 where the 
singer was felicitated for her 
dedication to Indian music 
through concerts world-
wide and the Subramaniam 
Academy of Performing 
Arts in Bengaluru, which 
she founded with her cel-
ebrated violinist husband L. 
Subramaniam.

‘’We are thrilled to have 
had the opportunity to hon-
our her extraordinary career 
journey at the UK Asian 
Film Festival. Her talent and 
dedication have left an indel-
ible mark on the industry,” 
said UKAFF Founder and 
Director Dr Pushpinder 

Chowdhry.
UKAFF is among the 

world’s longest-running 
South Asian film festivals 
presented by Tongues on 
Fire, which concluded its 
26th edition with the annual 
Flame Awards. The festival 
is dedicated to championing 
South Asian female-centric 
cinema and women in film, 
both behind and in front of 
the camera. Its mission is to 
advocate and promote gen-
der equality in cinema and 
its annual awards presen-
tation further seeks to cel-
ebrate the achievements of 
women in cinema. Aligned 
to this year’s Climate of 
Change festival theme, heri-
tage Indian designer Rina 
Dhaka received the award 
for Flame Celebrating Sus-
tainable Fashion, where she 
also spoke at length about 
her environmentally friend-
ly collections.

Veteran actor Shabana 
Azmi was conferred with 
the Golden Flame Award 
Celebrating 50 years of in 
Cinema at the conclusion of 
the fortnight-long film fes-
tival, which opened earlier 
this month. The theme for 
next year’s edition has been 
unveiled as ‘’Longing and 
Belonging’’.
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Bharatiya Janata Party work-
ers on Wednesday staged a 
protest outside Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s 
residence over an alleged as-
sault incident against Aam 
Aadmi Party’s Rajya Sabha 
MP Swati Maliwal and ques-
tioned the “silence” of the 
Delhi CM.

Delhi Bharatiya Janata 
Party President Virendraa 
Sachdeva said that there is 
a “big conspiracy” behind 
what transpired in the 
house. “The sisters of Delhi 
have come here to fight for 
the respect of another sis-
ter. Swati Malliwal, former 
Chairperson of DCW who 
continuously talked about 
the security of women, is 
herself not safe, and that 
too in the CM’s residence. 
Then you can clearly un-
derstand the situation in 
Delhi. Delhi CM is silent. 
Why is Kejriwal not lodging 
a police complaint against 
the person who is involved 
in it? There is a big conspir-

acy behind what transpired 
in the house. If police con-
duct an investigation, big 
revelations will come out,” 
he said.

BJP leader Shaina NC 
said that an FIR should be 
registered if an atrocity is 
committed against Swati 
Maliwal. “If an atrocity 
is done on her, we would 
naturally want an FIR to 
be registered. Something 
seems to be amiss. AAP, 
which makes tall claims 
about women empower-
ment and safety--your own 
woman MP is not safe in 
your party,” Shaina said.

Meanwhile, BJP Lok Sabha 
candidate from New Delhi, 
Bansuri Swaraj, condemned 

the incident and said that the 
Delhi CM can’t ensure the 
security of his own party’s 
woman MP.

“I am shocked at why Ar-
vind Kejriwal is silent on 
this issue. Till now, AAP 
has only condemned the 
incident, why has no action 
been taken by Arvind Kejri-
wal? If CM Arvind Kejriwal 
can’t ensure the security of 
his own party’s woman MP, 
then how can he ensure the 
security of females in Del-
hi?” Swaraj said. BJP leader 
Shehzad Poonawalla called 
the Aam Aadmi Party an 
“anti-women anarchist 
party” and questioned the 
silence of women leaders in 
the party.

AAP national con-
vener and Delhi 
Chief Minister Ar-

vind Kejriwal on Wednes-
day said he will have to go 
back to jail, if people vote 
for the BJP, as he urged the 
electorate to choose INDIA 
bloc candidates. INDIA 
bloc parties AAP and Con-
gress are contesting the Lok 
Sabha elections in Delhi in 
an alliance.

While holding a roadshow 
in Model Town in support of 
Congress’ Chandni Chowk 
Lok Sabha poll candidate 
JP Agarwal, Kejriwal gave 
the slogan “Jo kare Kejriwal 
ko pyaar woh kare Modi ko 
inkaar (those who love Kejri-
wal reject Modi)”.

“I have come straight from 
jail to be amongst you. These 
people (BJP) put me behind 
bars and I missed you a lot. 
I love you a lot. I know that 
even you love me a lot. I am a 
small person. Ours is a small 
party with governments in 

Delhi and Punjab,” Kejriwal 
said.

“I was wondering why I 
was put in jail. What is my 
fault? These people are quite 
powerful,” he said.

The chief minister said his 
“fault” was providing good 
education to children, build-
ing good schools for them, 
opening Mohalla Clinics and 
arranging for free medicines 
for people.

“Now, they are saying I will 
have to go jail again. It is in 
your hands whether I go to 
jail. If you choose lotus (the 
BJP’s symbol), I will have to 
return to jail. If you choose 
INDIA bloc candidate, I 
won’t have to go to jail,” the 
AAP national convener said.

“When you go to vote, you 
have to think whether Kejri-
wal should go to jail. ‘Jo kare 
Kejriwal ko pyaar woh kare 
Modi ko inkaar’,” he said.

He sought support for 
Agarwal and said this time, 
the AAP and the Congress 
are contesting in an alliance.

Kejriwal alleged that ef-
forts were made to break 
him while he was in jail 
“but because of the bless-
ings of Lord hanuman, I 
stayed strong”.

The chief minister, who 
was arrested by the En-
forcement Directorate in the 
Delhi liquor policy case, was 
released from Tihar Jail on 
interim bail granted by the 
Supreme Court.
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Excise policy case: Court adjourns 
arguments on charges till May 30

Couple arrested for duping people 
on pretext of providing jobs

HC: Auto fare higher 
than airline fare

One killed in Shakarpur warehouse fire

Sanjay Singh meets 
Swati Maliwal

The Rouse Avenue Court 
on Wednesday deferred 
the hearing of arguments 
on charges against former 
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia and others in the 
excise policy case till May 30.

The court adjourned the 
matter because a petition 
seeking postponement is 
pending before the Delhi 
High Court.

Special Judge Kaveri Bawe-
ja informed that the Arun 
Ramchandra Pillai’s petition 
was listed in the High Court 
on May 13, but the bench did 
not assemble. 

The Special court has start-
ed to hear the arguments of 
the CBI on charges against 
the accused in the Delhi Ex-
cise policy case.

During the hearing coun-
sels for accused persons had 

strongly opposed the com-
mencement of argument 
charges.

An application seeking a 
postponement of hearing 
arguments on charges has 
also been moved before the 
trial court.

The court had asked the 
CBI to make a table of alle-
gations, and statements for 
arguments.

It was submitted that in 
the previous order of the 
court, liberty was given that 
if any other accused is ar-
rested and a supplementary 
charge sheet is filed, then the 
accused persons may raise 
this issue before the court.

It was also submitted that 
after the order of the court K 
Kavita was arrested in this 
case. Advocate Rajat Bhard-
waj had submitted that in 
light of the court’s previous 
order, the arguments on the 
charge should be postponed.

A married couple have 
been arrested for alleg-
edly duping people on the 
pretext of providing gov-
ernment jobs, police on 
Wednesday said.Both the 
accused were allegedly 
changing their address 
and identities for last six 
months to evade arrest, 
they said.

The accused have been 
identified as Vikas Tyagi 
(35), and his wife Amita 
Tyagi, both residents of 
Ghaziabad, police said.

“On May 10, the staff of 
the north district police 
received a tip-off regard-

ing a proclaimed offender 
couple involved in a case 
of  cheating registered 
against them in Laxmi 
Nagar Police Station,” 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (north) said.

The officer further said 
that they were hiding 
themselves inside a rent-
ed flat in Govind Puram in 
Ghaziabad and a raid was 
conducted and both were 
apprehended.

“Both told police that 
they have been cheating 
people on the pretext of 
providing government 
jobs to the candidates 
who are preparing for the 
government jobs examina-
tions,” said the DCP.

Delhi’s AQI reaches poor category

After the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) in Delhi reached poor 
category on Wednesday, the 
GRAP sub-committee re-
viewed the air quality and di-
rected the relevant authori-
ties to urgently implement 
dust abatement measures 
and monitor them.

Delhi’s overall Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) clocked 243 
(‘Poor’ category) on date, as 
per the Daily AQI Bulletin 
from the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB).

“Delhi’s overall Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) clocked 243 
(‘Poor’ category) on date, as 
per the Daily AQI Bulletin 
from the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB). Tak-

ing note of the increase in the 
average air quality of Delhi-
NCR over past few days, the 
Sub-Committee for invoking 
actions under the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan (GRAP) 
of the Commission for Air 
Quality Management in NCR 
& Adjoining Areas (CAQM) 
accordingly met today to take 
stock of the current air qual-
ity scenario of Delhi-NCR and 
also assess technical as well as 
expert inputs related to fore-
casts for overall air quality of 
Delhi-NCR put forward by 
IITM/IMD,” the Ministry of 
Environment said in a press 
release.

“While reviewing the air 
quality scenario in the re-
gion, it was informed that 
the wind direction and 
speeds are rapidly changing 

due to high convection rates 
and absolute dry conditions 
coupled with high tempera-
tures leading to continued 
suspension of dust over the 
National Capital Region 
(NCR),” as per the release.

Further, it was deliberated 
that higher instances of ag-
ricultural residue burning 
in and around NCR areas 
and also the forest fires in 
the nearby states could also 
be having an impact on the 
overall air quality of Delhi-
NCR, they said in the release.

The Sub-Committee for 
GRAP, after comprehen-
sively reviewing the air 
quality scenario, directed the 
concerned Pollution Control 
Boards and the stakeholders/
agencies concerned to take 
the following urgent steps. 

LS Poll :Traffic restrictions near DTU

The Delhi Police on Wednes-
day said there will be some 
traffic restrictions for two 
days from Thursday near 
the Delhi Technological 
University (DTU) as a train-
ing programme will be held 
in connection with the Lok 
Sabha elections.In order to 
ensure smooth traffic man-
agement in the area and for 
an uninterrupted journey, 
the commuters are advised 
to plan their journey in ad-
vance, they said.

A training programme re-
lated to the Lok Sabha elec-
tions to be held on May 25 
for all the seven Lok Sabha 
constituencies in Delhi has 
been scheduled on Thurs-

day and Friday, in the DTU, 
Shahbad Daulatpur, the of-
ficials said.

In view of it, there will be 
some traffic restrictions in 
the area on Thursday and Fri-
day from 7 am to 7 pm, they 
said. The commuters coming 
from the Shahbad Dairy side 
towards the DTU/Samaypur 
Badli Metro Station will reach 
their destination via St Xavi-
er’s red light and KN Katju 

Marg, police said.
The commuters coming 

from the Samaypur Badli 
Metro/Rohini Sector-18 and 
19, towards the Shahbad 
Dairy will go via Rohini Sec-
tor-16 to reach the KN Katju 
Marg. The commuters are 
also advised to follow the di-
rections of the traffic police 
personnel deployed in the 
area to avoid inconvenience, 
it added.

Observing that airline indus-
try is “very very competitive” 
and the players are running 
“huge losses”, the Delhi High 
Court on Wednesday said it 
would not be appropriate to 
pass any directions for the 
capping of airfares across 
the country.”Market forces 
will decide the pricing of 
tickets. The industry is doing 
very well today. You look at 
any airline flying today, it is 
a highly competitive indus-
try. An auto rickshaw fare is 
more than the airline fare to-
day,” a bench of Acting Chief 
Justice Manmohan and Jus-
tice Manmeet PS Arora said.

The court disposed of two 
petitions seeking regulation 
of pricing of flight tickets and 
said it would pass a detailed 

order. “Today the industry is 
very very competitive. You 
will find those who are run-
ning airlines are into huge 
losses,” the bench said, add-
ing huge investment is com-
ing in this sector and “let’s 
not make it more regulated”.

“It is a well-controlled sec-
tor. Every industry which is 
doing well need not be tam-
pered with,” the bench said.

It said stray incidents will 
not require the court to en-
tertain public interest litiga-
tions (PIL) on the issue and 
bring the entire sector under 
any new regulation.

The two PILs were filed 
by advocate Amit Sahni and 
consumer rights activist Be-
jon Misra, through lawyer 
Shashank Deo Sudhi.

The petitioners urged the court 
to pass directions to cap airfares 
across the country so that cus-
tomers are not “fleeced arbitrari-
ly” by airlines.  The counsel for 
the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) opposed the 
plea and submitted that the air-
fares depend on the routes as 
well as the availability of planes 
and sometimes there are very 
few passengers in the aircraft 
and yet they fly.

One person was killed after 
a massive fire broke out at 
a warehouse in the Shakar-
pur area of New Delhi on 
Wednesday, an official said.

According to Fire Of-
ficer Darshan Kumar, as 
soon as the information 
was received, the fire ve-
hicles reached the scene and 
doused the fire.

“I received a call at 5:10 AM 
regarding a fire, and as soon 
as we got the call, we im-
mediately went to the spot. 
Upon arriving, we saw that 
there was a significant fire, 
especially on the ground 
floor and top floor, with a lot 
of material inside the build-
ing. We took immediate ac-
tion and doused the fire,” 
Kumar said. “The roof of the 
building has been damaged 
and the building can collapse 
too,” he added.

He also said that further in-
vestigation revealed the loss 
of one life due to the fire.

Despite the fire being 
brought under control, cool-
ing operations are still on-
going, approximately eight 
hours after the incident.

The fire broke out in a 
two-storied building at a 
100-square-yard plot. The 
building with one ground 
floor and two rooms on the 
first floor, according to re-
ports had a paper godown 
operating at the plot and reg-
istered in the name of Bhumi 
Trading Company.

The deceased labourer, 
identified as Satendar Pas-
wan from Bihar’s Nalanda 
used to work and sleep in 
the godown. Fire personnel 
found the charred body of 
Paswan near the stairs.

The body has been sent for 
a postmortem, and the team 
has collected all the evidence 
from the spot.

The cause of the fire is yet 
to be ascertained, police said.

An FIR has been lodged 
against Munna Kumar, 
owner of the building and 
an investigation has been 
started.

AAP Rajya Sabha member 
Sanjay Singh on Wednesday 
met party colleague Swati 
Maliwal, a day after the par-
ty accepted that Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s 
personal assistant Bibhav 
Kumar “misbehaved” with 
her.

Sanjay Singh was accom-
panied by Delhi Commission 
for Women (DCW) mem-
ber Vandana Singh during 
his meeting with Maliwal, 
sources said. The meeting 
took place at Maliwal’s resi-
dence, they added.

Calls and messages to 
Maliwal, who is an Aam 

Aadmi Party (AAP) Ra-
jya Sabha member and a 
former chief of the DCW, 
did not elicit any response.
Maliwal on Monday went 
to the Civil Lines police 
station and alleged that a 
member of the Delhi chief 
minister’s personal staff 
“assaulted” her at the chief 
minister’s official residence, 
police officials had said. She 
is yet to file a formal com-
plaint in the matter. 

    On Tuesday, Sanjay Singh 
addressed a press confer-
ence and said the incident 
with Maliwal was a “highly 
condemnable” one.

    Police had also visited her 
residence on Minto Road on 
Tuesday.

Maliwal’s actions pose potential 
challenges for Kejriwal

The Maliwal row in Delhi 
doesn’t seem to end anytime 
soon. The ongoing Maliwal 
controversy in Delhi shows 
no signs of resolution. It’s 
highly likely that the Swati 
Maliwal case will further 
escalate tensions for Delhi 
CM Arvind Kejriwal, who is 
currently out on interim bail. 
Although, the senior party 
leaders are trying to pacify 
the situation and convince 
Maliwal to probably loosen 
up and withdraw, yet Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah’s 
statement regarding Maliwal 
suggests significant implica-
tions. This raises the crucial 
question of what led to the 
altercation at the Chief Min-
ister’s residence. AAP leader 
Sanjay Singh acknowledged 
that Kejriwal’s private sec-
retary, Vibhav Kumar, had 
behaved inappropriately 
towards Maliwal, without 
disclosing the specifics of the 
misconduct.

 This issue has become a 
moment to seize upon for 

BJP. Capitalizing on the 
situation, the BJP has ini-
tiated a campaign against 
the Aam Aadmi Party. 
Consequently, pressure 
mounts on Maliwal to sub-
mit a report. Meanwhile, 
Naveen Jai Hind, Maliwal’s 
divorced husband, has 
drawn attention by raising 
concerns about Maliwal’s 
safety, further adding to the 
ongoing speculation.

With the BJP seizing the 
opportunity, a campaign 
against the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) has been ini-
tiated. This has height-
ened pressure on Swati 
Maliwal to file a report. 
Meanwhile, her former 
husband, Naveen Jai Hind, 
who has divorced Maliwal, 
has brought attention to the 
matter by raising concerns 
about her safety. 

These developments have 
sparked various questions 
and speculations, making 
it the focal point of ongoing 
discussions.

There are a few questions 
that are going around in 
this case. 

The chief minister said his “fault” was 

providing good education to children, 

building good schools for them, 

opening Mohalla Clinics for people.

“It is a well-controlled sector. Every 
industry which is doing well need not 

be tampered with,” the bench said.

Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party 

President Virendraa Sachdeva said 

that there is a “big conspiracy” behind 

what transpired in the house.
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The unemployment 
rate for people aged 
15 years and above 

in urban areas declined to 
6.7 per cent in the January-
March period from 6.8 per 
cent a year ago, according to 
the National Sample Survey 
Survey (NSSO).

Joblessness, or unemploy-
ment rate, is defined as the 
percentage of unemployed 
people in the labour force.

The unemployment rate in 
the March quarter of FY23 
was 6.8 per cent, while it 
was 6.6 per cent in April-
June as well as in the third 
quarter ( July-September 
2023) of the previous fiscal. 
It was 6.5 per cent in Octo-
ber-December 2023.

The unemployment rate 
for people aged 15 years and 
above in January-March 
2024 was 6.7 per cent in ur-
ban areas, the 22nd Periodic 
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 
showed.

It also showed that the 
unemployment rate among 
females (aged 15 years and 
above) in urban areas de-
clined to 8.5 per cent in Jan-
uary-March 2024 from 9.2 
per cent in the same quarter 
a year ago.

It was 9.1 per cent in April-
June 2023, 8.6 per cent in 
July-September 2023, and 
8.6 per cent in October-De-
cember 2023.

Among males, the un-
employment rate in urban 
areas rose to 6.1 per cent in 
January-March 2024 com-
pared to 6 per cent in the 
year-ago period. It was 5.9 
per cent in April-June 2023, 
6 per cent in July-September 
2023, and 5.8 per cent in Oc-
tober-December 2023.

Labour force participa-
tion rate in Current Weekly 
Status (CWS) in urban areas 
for people aged 15 years and 
above increased to 50.2 per 
cent in the January-March 
2024, from 48.5 per cent in 
the same period a year ago.

It was 48.8 per cent in 
April-June 2023, 49.3 per 
cent in July-September 2023 
and 49.2 per cent in October-
December 2023.

Labour force refers to 
the part of the population, 
which supplies or offers to 
supply labour for pursuing 
economic activities for the 
production of goods and 

services and, therefore, in-
cludes both employed and 

unemployed persons.
The NSSO launched PLFS 

in April 2017.
On the basis of PLFS, a 

quarterly bulletin is brought 
out giving estimates of la-
bour force indicators name-
ly unemployment rate, 
worker population ratio 
(WPR), labour force partici-
pation rate (LFPR), distri-
bution of workers by broad 

status in employment and 
industry of work in CWS.

The estimates of unem-
ployed persons in CWS give 
an average picture of unem-
ployment in a short span of 
seven days during the sur-
vey period.

In the CWS approach, a 
person is considered un-
employed if he/she did not 
work even for one hour on 

any day during the week but 
sought or was available for 
work at least for one hour on 
any day during the period.

Labour force, according 
to CWS, is the number of 
persons either employed or 
unemployed on average in a 
week preceding the date of 
the survey. LFPR is defined 
as the percentage of the pop-
ulation in the labour force.

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

Unemployment rate dips to 6.7% in march qUarter: sUrvey

The daily Guardian Survey
Survey on Pok daTe: 15Th may 2024

male: 94% Female: 6%

Q-1 If PM Modi gets the third term, will he make Pakistan wear bangles?

A- Yes 83%

B-No 14%

C-Can't say 3%

Q-2 If PM Modi gets the third term, will he completely free PoK from Pakistan’s occupation?

A-Yes 81%

B-No 17%

C-Can't say 2%

Q-3 Who do you believe played the biggest role in India’s complete occupation of PoK?

A-Central Government 48%

B- indian Army 40%

C- Rebel people of PoK 9%

D-Can't say 3%

Q-4 If the Indian Army starts the operation, how much time will it take to capture PoK?

A- 24 hours 59%

B- one month 12%

C- one year 5%

D- Capture is not easy 12%

e-Can't say 12%

The daily Guardian Survey
Survey on hindu-muSlim PoliTicS daTe: 15Th may 2024

male: 95% Female: 5%

Q-1 Has Hindu-Muslim become the biggest issue in the 2024 elections?

A-Yes 54.00%

B-No 44.00%

C-Can't say 2.00%

Q-2 Who is doing Hindu-Muslim politics during elections?

A- BJP 19.00%

B-Congress 24%

C-AiMiM 8%

D-TMC 5%

e-Regional parties 6%

F-all of these 25%

G-can’t say 13%

Q-3 Has the politics of Muslim appeasement harmed the country?

A-Yes 64%

B-No 34%

C-Can't say 2%

Q-4 Is the Election Commission taking action on statements spreading religious fanaticism in election rallies?

A-Yes 44%

B-No 48%

C-Can't say 8%

Q-5 While voting, what do you give the most importance in selecting an MP?

A- Personality and work 74%

B- Caste and religion 7%

C- Political party 12%

D-Can't say 7%

Among males, the 
unemployment rate in 
urban areas rose to 6.1 
per cent in January-
March 2024 compared 
to 6 per cent in the 
year-ago period.

Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR)

Worker Population Ratio (WPR)

Unemployment Rate (UR) Unemployment Rate (UR)

Worker Population Ratio (WPR)

Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR)Current Weekly Status (CWS)

Current Weekly Status (CWS)

Current Weekly Status (CWS) Current Weekly Status (CWS)

Current Weekly Status (CWS)

Current Weekly Status (CWS)
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A day after the US warned of 
“potential risk of sanctions” 
after India inked a 10-year 
agreement for running the 
Chabahar Port in Iran, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar emphasised that the 
project will benefit the entire 
region and people should not 
take a “narrow view” of it.

He also pointed out that the 
US itself had appreciated the 
larger relevance of Chabahar 
in the past.

The EAM was speaking 
at an interaction after the 
launch of the Bangla edition 
of his book ‘Why Bharat 
Matters’ in Kolkata on Tues-
day.  

On being asked about the 
US’ remarks, Jaishankar 
said, “I did see some of the 
remarks which were made, 
but I think it’s a question of 
communicating, convincing 
and getting people to under-
stand, that this is actually for 
everyone’s benefit. I don’t 
think people should take a 
narrow view of it.”

“They (US) have not done 
so in the past. So, if you look 
at the US’ own attitude to-
wards the port in Chabahar, 
the US has been appreciative 
of the fact that Chabahar has 
a larger relevance…we will 
work at it,” he added.

Earlier on Tuesday, the 
United States warned that 

“anyone” considering busi-
ness deals with Tehran 
needs to be aware of the “po-
tential risk of sanctions.”

“I would just say...US sanc-
tions on Iran remain in place 
and we will continue to en-
force them,” the US State De-
partment Principal Deputy 
Spokesperson, Vedant Patel 
said at the press briefing.

“Any entity, anyone con-
sidering business deals with 
Iran, they need to be aware 
of the potential risk they are 
opening themselves up to, 
potential risk of sanctions,” 
he added.

The Long-Term Bilateral 
Contract on Chabahar Port 
Operation was signed be-
tween Indian Ports Global 
Limited (IPGL) of India and 
the Port & Maritime Organ-
isation (PMO) of Iran on 
Monday, enabling the oper-
ation of Shahid-Behesti port 
in the Chabahar Port Devel-

opment Project for a period 
of 10 years.

Jaishankar further said 
that India had a long associa-
tion with the project, but was 
not able to sign a long-term 
pact, which was important. 
He added that New Delhi 
was able to sort out the is-
sues and sign the long-term 
agreement, which will ben-
efit the entire region.

“We have had a long asso-
ciation with the Chabahar 
Port, but we could never 
sign a long-term agreement. 
The reason was…there were 
various problems on the Ira-
nian end…the joint-venture 
partner changes, the condi-
tion changed,” the Foreign 
Minister said.

He added, “Finally, we 
were able to sort this out 
and we were able to get the 
long-term agreement done. 
The long-term agreement is 
necessary, because without 
it you cannot really improve 
the port operation. And the 
port operation we believe, 
will benefit the entire re-
gion.”

The Chabahar Port is an 
India-Iran flagship project 
that serves as an important 
transit port for trade with 
Afghanistan and Central 
Asian countries, which are 
landlocked countries. India 
has been a key player in the 
development and operation 
of Chabahar Port.

ED arrests Alam in laundering case

The Enforcement Director-
ate Wednesday arrested Con-
gress leader and Jharkhand 
Rural Development Minister 
Alamgir Alam in a money 
laundering case, official 
sources said.

The 70-year-old was taken 
into custody at the agency’s 
zonal office here under the 
provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA) after about six 
hours of interrogation on the 
second day of questioning, the 
sources said.

He was grilled by the federal 
agency Tuesday for over nine 
hours and his statement was 
also recorded.

The agency had last week 
arrested Alam’s personal 

secretary and state adminis-
trative service officer Sanjeev 
Kumar Lal (52) and the latter’s 
domestic help Jahangir Alam 

(42) following the seizure of 
more than Rs 32 crore cash 
from a flat linked to them.

The money laundering in-

vestigation pertains to alleged 
irregularities and payment of 
“bribes” in the state rural de-
velopment department.

While seeking the remand 
of the two arrested persons, 
the ED had informed a spe-
cial PMLA court here that 
Lal collected “commission” 
on behalf of some influential 
people and that government 
officials from “top to bottom” 
in the rural department are 
involved in the alleged illegal 
cash payments nexus.

The total seizure of cash by 
the ED in this case has been 
recorded at around Rs 36.75 
crore as the agency seized 
about Rs 3 crore from other 
locations including Rs 10.05 
lakh from Lal’s place and Rs 
1.5 crore from a contractor’s 
place.

Avoid narrow view, says EAM 
on US warning Chabahar Port

EC operating under Modi’s 
directions, says Mamata 

Manipur violence triggers 67,000 
displacements, ethnic clashes erupt

West Bengal Chief Minister 
on Wednesday labeled the 
Election Commission (EC) 
as a “puppet” operating un-
der the directives of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

Addressing an election 
r a l l y  a t  C h i n s u r a h , 
Hooghly district, Banerjee 
c r it i c i s e d  t h e  E C  f o r 
scheduling the polls over 
a period of two months, 
alleging that this decision 
favoured the saffron party 
while disregarding the 
hardships faced by the 
common people due to 
excessive heat.

“ T h e  E l e c t i o n 
Commission is a puppet 

and operates according to 
Modi’s directions. Poll is 
being held for two-and-
half months, have you (poll 
officials) ever realised the 
struggle of the common 
people,” Banerjee said.

Accompanying the par-
ty’s Hooghly nominee ac-
tress Rachana Banerjee, 
the CM accused Modi of 
violating the Model Code 
of Conduct (MCC) by al-
legedly announcing plans 
to expand the Ayushman 
Bharat Yojana to cover se-
nior citizens over 70 years 
of age during the ongoing 
elections.

“Why are you saying this 
now when the elections 
are on? You should have 
announced this earlier... 

Modi babu, you are violat-
ing the MCC,” she said.

Banerjee expressed skep-
ticism about the BJP’s am-
bitious target of achieving 
400 seats in the Lok Sabha 
elections.

    “BJP is claiming of win-
ning 400 seats, but people 
are saying it will not hap-
pen this time. We (TMC) 
will support the INDIA 
bloc from outside to form a 
government at the Centre,” 
she said.

Banerjee declared her 
party’s unwavering stance 
against the implementa-
tion of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA), 
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC), and Uniform 
Civil Code (UCC) in Bengal.

Conflict and violence trig-
gered 67,000 displacements 
in South Asia in 2023, with 
Manipur violence alone ac-
counting for 67,000, accord-
ing to a new report.

The report by the Geneva-
based Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre (IDMC) 
termed it the highest number 
of displacements triggered by 
conflict and violence in India 
since 2018.

On May 3, 2023, a ‘Tribal 
Solidarity March’ was or-
ganised in Manipur’s hill 
districts to protest against the 
Meitei community’s demand 

for Scheduled Tribe (ST) sta-
tus. The march led to ethnic 
clashes between the Meitei 
and the Kuki communities, 
ultimately claiming more 
than 200 lives.

The Manipur High Court 
had in March last year called 
for recommendations to be 
sent to the central govern-
ment to recognise the Meitei 
community as a “scheduled 
tribe,” an official status de-
signed to protect minorities 
from marginalisation.

The call was met with re-
sistance from other local 
scheduled tribes, including 
the Kukis.

Land disputes were also 
an underlying driver of the 

tensions. “Protests turned 
violent in Churachandpur 
district on May 3, and the 
violence spread to other 
districts, including Imphal 
East, Imphal West, Bishnu-
pur, Tengnupal, and Kang-
pokipi, triggering around 
67,000 displacements,” the 
report said.

More than three-quarters 
of the movements took place 
within Manipur, but almost a 
fifth were to the neighbour-
ing state of Mizoram and 
smaller numbers to Nagaland 
and Assam. As the violence 
escalated, the central govern-
ment imposed curfews, shut 
down the internet, and dis-
patched security forces.

Protests in Uttarkashi over 
Chardham Yatra mismanagement

HCL official dies in lift collapse 
in Rajasthan mine, 14  rescued

IIT Mandi launches centre for 
Human-Computer Interaction

SC slams U’khand for 
‘lackadaisical’ approach in 
controlling forest fires

Hoteliers and traders staged 
protests in Uttarkashi in Ut-
tarakhand on Wednesday 
against alleged mismanage-
ment of the Chardham yatra.  
They took out a procession 
along the highway in the 
Paligad area of the district 
under the banner of Yamuna 
Ghati Mahasangh and raised 
slogans against the state gov-
ernment for alleged chaos 
prevailing along the Yatra 
route and causing inconve-
nience to the pilgrims.

“Pilgrims are being made 
to wait inside their vehicles 
for 10-12 hours on an aver-
age at various points along 
the route to Yamunotri. Af-
ter the long wait, they are 
being told not to proceed 
further due to traffic jams on 
the route. This is disturbing 
the schedule of their journey 
and many pilgrims are re-
turning without darshan in 
Yamunotri, “ Yamuna Ghati 
Hotel Association president 
Soban Singh Rana said.

He said that the Chief Min-
ister should take immedi-

ate action to streamline the 
arrangements to ensure a 
smooth yatra for the pil-
grims.

The number of pilgrims 
visiting Yamunotri and Gan-
gotri this time has broken 
the previous year’s records 
within less than a week since 
the beginning of the Chard-
ham yatra on May 10.

A record 15,630 pilgrims 
visited Yamunotri on Tues-
day. Meanwhile, Gangotri 
also received a record 18,973 
pilgrims on May 11, as per 
the official data.

With an unprecedented 
number of pilgrims visiting 
Chardham this year, Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami had asked his sec-

retary R Meenakshi Sun-
daram, a senior IAS officer 
to camp in Uttarkashi and 
monitor the management 
of the yatra to Gangotri and 
Yamunotri.

The Chief Minister himself 
is also maintaining a con-
stant vigil, an official said.

Chief Secretary Radha 
Raturi issued instructions on 
Wednesday to immediately 
stop the movement of unreg-
istered buses and vehicles on 
the Chardham Yatra route 
and send them back.

She also directed the 
Transport Department to 
hold a meeting with tour 
operators on the issue of ve-
hicles without registration or 
trip cards.

A senior official of Hindu-
stan Copper Limited (HCL) 
who was trapped inside a 
copper mine in Rajasthan’s 
Neem Ka Thana district 
died on Wednesday after 
disaster rescue personnel 
pulled out all 15 people who 
got trapped after a lift used 
to transport personnel in-
side the mine collapsed.

The Chief Vigilance Of-
ficer Upendra Pandey of 
the Public Sector Unit com-
pany, along with 14 other 

personnel, were taken out 
of the Kolihan mine and 
rushed to hospitals for 
treatment.

The establishment of the 
Centre for Human-Comput-
er Interaction is a significant 
milestone in the nascent 
history of Technology Inno-
vation Hub and IIT Mandi. 
The inaugural event was 
graced by esteemed per-
sonalities from Department 
of Science and Technology, 
Govt. of India, academia, 
and Industry.

Prof. Laxmidhar Behera, 

Director, IIT Mandi wel-
comed the guests with his 
special address. The Hon’ble 
chief guest was Prof. M. Ma-
nivannan, Professor of Bio-
medical Engineering from 
the Department of Applied 
Mechanics at IIT Madras. 
Among other dignitaries 
were Dr. Ekta Kapoor, Mis-
sion Director of NMICPS at 
the Department of Science 
and Technology; Mr. Sow-
mya Narayan, Director of 
Architecture & Delivery at 

Microsoft; Dr. Balamuralid-
har P, Distinguished Chief 
Scientist (Retired) from 
TCS Research; Prof. Uttama 
Lahiri, Professor of Electri-
cal Engineering from IIT 
Gandhinagar, Dr. Shubhajit 
Roy Chowdhury, Chairper-
son of CHCi, Mr. Somjit Am-
rit, CEO of IIT Mandi iHub 
and Prof. Venkata Krishnan, 
Project Director, IIT Mandi 
iHub led the inaugural event 
as the host alongside other 
faculty and staff members.

Slamming the Uttarakhand 
government for its “lackadai-
sical” approach in controlling 
forest fires, the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday directed 
the state’s chief secretary to 
personally present himself 
before it on May 17 to give 
explanation, including on 
utilisation of funds and va-
cancies in forest department.

Terming it a “very sorry 
state of affairs”, the apex 
court said the state was just 
trying to find some excuse or 
the other.

A bench headed by Justice B 
R Gavai directed that the staff 
and vehicles of the forest de-
partments of states shall not 
be requisitioned for election 

purposes or any other pur-
poses like the ‘Char Dham 
Yatra’.

“We are at pains to say that 
the approach of state of Ut-
tarakhand in controlling 
the fires is, to say the least, 
lackadaisical. Though action 
plans have been prepared and 
finalised, no steps are being 
taken for implementation of 
the same,” said the bench, 
also comprising Justices SVN 
Bhatti and Sandeep Mehta.

The top court was hearing 
a plea on raging forest fires in 
Uttarakhand.

The bench said when funds 
from the Compensatory Af-
forestation Fund Manage-
ment and Planning Authority 
(CAMPA) were available and 
also sanctioned by the central 
authority.

CAA gets rolling, first set of  
14 people grAnted Citizenship

The first set of citizen-
ship certificates un-
der the Citizenship 

(Amendment) Act was issued 
Wednesday here to 14 people, 
nearly two months after rules 
under the contentious law 
were notified to grant Indian 
nationality to persecuted non-
Muslim migrants from three 
neighbouring countries.

    Sources said 14 people 
were handed over the certif-
icates symbolically at a spe-
cial function held here while 
digitally signed certificates 
are also being sent to a “few 
hundred” other applicants 
through email.

    Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah termed it a “his-
toric day”, saying the decades-

long wait of those who faced 
religious persecution in 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan is over.

    Home Secretary Ajay Ku-
mar Bhalla handed over the 
certificates to the 14 people 
after their applications were 
processed online through a 
designated portal, an official 
spokesperson said.

    This comes in the midst 
of the general elections which 

started on April 19. The last 
phase of polling will be held 
on June 1 while the counting 
will take place on June 4.

    The CAA was enacted in 
December 2019 for granting 
Indian nationality to per-
secuted Hindu, Sikh, Jain, 
Buddhist, Parsi and Christian 
migrants from Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
who came to India on or be-
fore December 31, 2014.

    After the enactment, 
the CAA got the president’s 
assent but the rules under 
which the Indian citizenship 
was granted were issued on 
March 11 after over a delay of 
four years.

    “It is a great feeling to be 
an Indian. It has given a new 
life to me,” 24-year-old Bharat 
Kumar, who had come from 
Sindh in Pakistan 11 years 
ago, told PTI minutes after 
he received the citizenship 
certificate.

    Shah said the Hindu, 
Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi 
and Christian brothers and 
sisters who fled religious 
persecution in the three 
countries have started getting 
Indian citizenship and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
fulfilled the promise made at 
the time of the country’s in-
dependence.

CJI: Tech in 
judiciary, 7.5 
lakh cases 
via VC

Several Kanpur 
schools get 
bomb threat  
via email

Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud said  on 
Wednesday the Supreme 
Court  has  heard over 
7,50,000 cases via video-
conferencing and more 
than 1,50,000 cases were 
filed online as technology 
has re-negotiated the rela-
tionship between law and 
enforcement agencies, in-
cluding the judiciary.

Addressing the J20 Sum-
mit at Rio de Janeiro on 
'Digital transformation 
and the use of technology 
to enhance judicial effi-
ciency', the CJI referred to 
India's achievements and 
said, "Virtual hearings 
have democratised access 
to the Supreme Court." J20 
is a summit of the heads of 
supreme courts or the con-
stitutional courts of G20 
member states and is being 
organised by the Brazilian 
Federal Supreme Court in 
light of Brazil's Presidency 
of G20 this year. 

The CJI said the Indian 
Supreme Court's Case Man-
agement System has been 
developed on Free and Open 
Source Software (FOSS), 
and is "the largest case 
management system in the 
world".

Several schools in Kanpur re-
ceived bomb threats through 
emails, triggering panic in 
the city.

This comes amid a spate 
of such emails threatening 
schools and hospitals in sev-
eral cities including those in 
the Delhi-NCR region and 
Jaipur.

Joint Commissioner of Po-
lice (Law and Order) Har-
ish Chander said, “Kanpur 
Police received information 
about a bomb threat to vari-
ous schools. The cyber cell 
is investigating the matter. 
All officials are instructed 
to monitor CCTV footage 
thoroughly to establish a 
link between this threat and 
previous bomb threats which 
were received by multiple 
schools, airports and hospi-
tals.” He also urged parents 
not to create a panic situa-
tion as police had initiated a 
probe.

“I request all parents not to 
panic. We are taking all pre-
cautionary measures. Police 
will approach you regarding 
the case and action will be 
taken soon,” the top police 
official further said.

Several schools in Raj-
asthan’s capital city Jaipur 
recieved bomb threats via 
email on Monday. Students 
and staff of these schools 
were evacuated following 
the threat messages.  Police 
teams, along with bomb 
squads were rushed to the 
schools to undertake bomb 
tracing exercises.
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The 70-year-old was taken into custody 
at the agency’s zonal office here under the 

provisions of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) after about 

six hours of interrogation on the second 
day of questioning, the sources said.



Prior to the General 
Elections in 2024, the 
government officially 

announced the regulations 
for enforcing the controver-
sial Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act (CAA) 2019. This 
development has facilitated 
the process of providing citi-
zenship to illegal migrants 
from Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
and Afghanistan who are not 
of the Muslim faith. The gov-
ernment lead by Prime Min-
ister Modi will now start con-
ferring Indian citizenship to 
non-Muslim migrants who 
have faced persecution in the 
mentioned countries and ar-
rived in India before Decem-
ber 31, 2014, as a result of the 
implementation of the rules 
of the CAA. These groups 
include Christians, Parsis, 

Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs, and 
Hindus. 

What is Caa?
The Act, an amendment in 
the 1955 Citizenship Act, 
was initially presented in 
parliament in July 2016 and 
approved in December 2019. 
Prior to the implementation 
of the CAA, any non-Indian 
individual who wished to 
acquire Indian citizenship 
through the process of natu-
ralization was required to 
have resided in India for a 
period of 11 years in order to 
meet the eligibility criteria. 
The CAA accelerates the 
process of granting Indian 
citizenship to individuals 
belonging to the Hindu, 
Parsi, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, 
and Christian communities. 
These individuals sought ref-
uge in India due to religious 
persecution in Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, and Pakistan, 
which have Muslim-majority 
populations. The CAA ap-
plies to anyone who arrived 
in India before December 31, 
2014. They attain eligibility 
for citizenship after a period 
of five years. Applicants 
belonging to the above reli-

gions are eligible, regardless 
of their existing residence in 
India without valid visas or 
other necessary documenta-
tion. 

The primary objective of 
the CAA is to safeguard 
those who have sought asy-
lum in India as a result of 
religious persecution. It pro-
vides them with protection 
from unlawful immigration 
procedures. The proposed 
amendment further has a 
clause for the revocation of 
Overseas Citizen of India 
(OCI) registration in the 
event that the OCI cardhold-
er contravenes any provision 
of the Citizenship Act or any 
other relevant legislation. 

Whom does Caa 
exClude?
Prior to the implementation 
of the CAA, religion was not 
considered a factor in deter-
mining an individual’s eligi-
bility for an Indian passport. 
Individuals desiring natural-
ization were required to pro-
vide evidence of their lawful 
presence in India and were 
subject to an 11-year wait-
ing period before becoming 
eligible for citizenship. The 
CAA revisions introduce, 
for the first time in the his-
tory of independent India, 
a religious criterion for citi-
zenship. Muslim individu-
als who have been subjected 
to religious persecution in 
countries like Pakistan (such 
as the Ahmadiyya communi-
ty), Afghanistan (specifically 
the Hazara people), or other 

nearby nations (such the Ro-
hingya in Myanmar), would 
still have to endure an 11-year 
waiting period before they 
are able to qualify for Indian 
citizenship. In contrast to 
Hindus, Parsis, Sikhs, Bud-
dhists, Jains, and Christians, 
individuals belonging to this 
group are required to pos-
sess appropriate documents 
in order to legitimize their 
presence in India.

There is no provision with-
in it that revokes anyone’s cit-
izenship. The issue with the 
CAA lies in its discriminato-
ry provision that designates 
some religious communities 
as eligible for citizenship. It 
is assumed that individuals 
belonging to these six reli-
gions in these three nations 
have escaped persecution. 
Individuals who do not fit 
into this classification, ei-
ther because they arrived in 
the nation after the specified 
period or because of their 
religious affiliation, will still 
be regarded as unauthorized 
immigrants. 

What is the 
reason for strong 
opposition?
Since 2019, the primary 
contention of the principal 
opposition parties has been 
that the law is discriminato-
ry since it specifically focuses 
on Muslims, who constitute 
around 15% of the nation’s 
population. The government 
clarifies that due to the fact 
that Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
and Bangladesh are Islamic 

countries with a Muslim 
majority, Muslims cannot 
be classified as persecuted 
minority. Nevertheless, they 
guarantee that proposals 
from other communities will 
be evaluated individually. 
The contentious CAA, en-
acted in December 2019, has 
encountered widespread re-
sistance and protests around 
the nation. The bill has faced 
criticism from several oppo-
sition groups, which have la-
belled it as “discriminatory”. 
The Congress party has ex-
pressed apprehensions over 
the timing of the rule notice, 
asserting that it is designed 
to create divisions in the next 
Lok Sabha elections in West 
Bengal and Assam. Chief 
Minister Vijayan of Kerala 
has said that the implemen-
tation of the CAA would not 
take place in the state, as he 
believes it to be a legislation 
that fosters sectarian dis-
cord.

When considered with the 
projected all-India National 
Register of Indian Citizens 
(NRIC), the CAA has the ca-
pacity to disproportionately 
affect Muslims living in In-
dia by denying them citizen-
ship. Non-Muslims who are 
excluded from the NCR. will 
have the chance to recover 
their citizenship under the 
CAA. However, Muslims 
will not have the same pos-
sibility. In 2021, a National 
record of Citizens was con-
ducted in Assam under the 
supervision of the Supreme 
Court. This process resulted 

in the exclusion of more than 
1.9 million individuals from 
the citizenship record.

On May 28, 2021, the Union 
government issued an order 
applying Section 16 of the 
1955 Act, which bestowed 
District Collectors in five 
States with significant mi-
grant populations the au-
thority to confer citizenship 
upon specific groups desig-
nated in the 2019 amend-
ment. The MHA’s 2021-22 
Annual Report disclosed 
that a total of 1,414 citizen-
ship certificates were con-
ferred in 2021, in accordance 
with the terms of the CAA. 

Ultimately, the enact-
ment of the CAA 2019 has 
ignited fervent discussion 
and prompted crucial in-
quiries regarding its impact 
on India’s secular frame-
work and its dedication to 
inclusiveness. Although the 
government’s decision to of-
fer sanctuary to persecuted 
minority from surrounding 
nations is praiseworthy, the 
act’s discriminatory nature 
has drawn condemnation 
from many observers. The 
actual consequences of the 
CAA, however, will depend 
on how it is executed. The 
government must guaran-
tee that the implementation 
is equitable, transparent, 
and in accordance with the 
ideals of equality and justice 
entrenched in the Indian 
Constitution. The CAA can 
only fully achieve its intend-
ed goal by upholding the core 
values of the nation.

In recent years, there has 
been an undeniable surge in 
the popularity of short vid-
eos known as reels across 
various social media plat-
forms. This phenomenon 
has captivated the atten-
tion of the youth like never 
before. People of all age 
groups, including teenag-
ers, adults, and even older 
individuals, are indulging in 
this trend of creating digital 
content through platforms 
such as reels, YouTube vid-
eos, and shorts. Many see 
it as an easy way to make 
money and gain fame by 
becoming influencers and 
posting engaging content.

While these reels serve as 
an endless source of enter-
tainment and inspiration for 
some, concerns have arisen 
regarding the potential 
drawbacks associated with 
excessive consumption. As 
someone who has long con-
templated the implications 
of youth being engrossed 
in reels, it is crucial to delve 
into the negative effects it 
can have on their physical 
and mental health, as well 
as the influence of influenc-
ers in shaping their behav-
ior and lifestyle choices.

The excessive engagement 

with reels can lead to a myr-
iad of negative consequenc-
es. One primary concern is 
its impact on mental health. 
Psychiatrists and psycholo-
gists have observed an 
increase in stress, depres-
sion, and anxiety among 
the youth due to unrealistic 
comparisons, feelings of 
inadequacy, FOMO (fear of 
missing out), and constant 
exposure to curated and ed-
ited content that often fails 
to reflect reality and instead 
creates an illusive dopamine 
effect.

Furthermore, the sed-
entary nature of scrolling 
through reels for hours on 
end takes a toll on physi-
cal health. It contributes to 
a more sedentary lifestyle, 
leading to a higher risk of 
obesity, eye problems, and 
musculoskeletal disorders. 
Additionally, addiction to 
reels can adversely affect 
sleep patterns, concentra-
tion levels, and overall pro-
ductivity, hindering person-
al growth and development.

Health coaches and ex-
perts have expressed their 
concerns in this context. 
Dr. Jane Allen, a renowned 
clinical psychologist from 
Saint Louis, highlights how 
constant exposure to reels 
can distort the perception 
of reality and self-image. It 
creates an unrealistic stan-
dard of beauty, success, and 
happiness, which often trig-
gers feelings of dissatisfac-
tion and anxiety among the 
youth.

The rise of numerous in-
fluencers has overshadowed 

the minds and hearts of the 
youth. Many young indi-
viduals idolize these influ-
encers and daydream about 
instant success, unaware 
of the effort and hard work 
that goes behind the scenes. 
Influencers often project a 
deceptive and romanticized 
picture of life, triggering 
concerns about where this 
trend is leading the current 
generation. Some argue that 
the emphasis on quick and 
easy money-making goes 
against the values of hard 
work and the long path to 
success, typically achieved 
through perseverance and 
persistent efforts.

Another area of concern is 
the impact of reels on edu-
cation. This year, there has 
been a noticeable decrease 
in the number of students 
scoring above 90% in the 
10th CBSE board exams 
compared to the previous 
years. Similarly, in the 12th 
CBSE board exams, there 
has also been a decline in the 
number of students scoring 
above 95%. The decrease is 
projected to be around 2% 
compared to 2020. With 
many other factors, addic-
tion of watching reels all the 
time and neglecting studies 
is also one of the reason.

There is a worry that indi-
viduals, including children 
and their parents, are di-
verting their attention away 
from academics in pursuit 
of social media success and 
the monetization of video 
content. Everyone wants to 
make easy money through 
YouTube channels and 
reels. One escalating influ-
encer interviewed shared 
a message for teens, em-
phasizing the importance 
of focusing on education 
alongside aspirations of be-
coming successful influenc-
ers. Success requires hard 
work, perseverance, and 
patience, and shortcuts are 
not meant for everyone.

Even many believers of old 
school dislike the represen-
tation of women and girls 
in these videos with vulgar 
dance moves and all ‘latka-
jhatka’ and ‘thumkas’. Some 
argue that the portrayal of 
women flaunting “sexy” 
attributes and engaging in 
provocative dance moves 
may be concerning, as it can 
potentially stimulus folks in 
wrong directions and shape 
their ideals of feminin-
ity and role models leading 
them towards more crime in 
the society.

I recently witnessed an 
enchanting matrimonial 
ceremony that left me ut-
terly fascinated, for amidst 
the revelry and merriment, 
my eyes chanced upon a 
wondrous sight: a mere 
babe, barely beginning to 
explore the world, delicately 
feasting on victuals while 
engrossed in the captivating 
reels of Instagram. Earlier 
nursery rhymes used to be 
shown while feeding bairns 
that was still somehow had 
some educational and moral 
values.

Despite the critics, the 
significant demand for this 
type of content among the 
general public suggests that 
not everyone disapproves 
of this trend. Homemak-
ers like Rohini Bansal and 
Shruti Tiwari from Jaipur 
have embraced this digital 
era and shifted their per-

spective towards life and 
enjoyment. They prioritize 
spending time indulging in 
web series and Instagram 
reels, revealing a shift in fo-
cus from responsibilities to 
pleasure and leisure activi-
ties.

In a rapidly moving world, 
these lighthearted forms 
of entertainment act as a 
means of escaping reality 
and providing individuals 
with moments of joy and 
relief. The word ‘entertain-
ment’ reminds me lines 
spoken by veteran actress 
Vidya Balan in the movie 
‘The Dirty Picture’..enter-
tainment..entertainment...
entertainment..yhi chalta 
hai.. yhi bikta hai.

The pandemic has also 
played a role in changing 
mindsets. The fear of death 
has prompted individuals 
to reevaluate their priorities 
and desire to live in the pres-
ent, making the most out of 
every moment. Humor-
ous skits, engaging videos, 
and relatable reels provide 
moments of joy and relief, 
allowing people to tempo-
rarily forget about daily 
struggles and anxieties.

In the digital age, influenc-
ers hold great sway over the 
youth, shaping their life-
style choices, consumption 
patterns, and even career 
decisions. Responsible in-
fluencers have the power 
to inspire positive behavior 

change, while others mis-
lead impressionable minds 
with sponsored content 
promoting unattainable 
ideals. Katie Thompson, 
an influencer advocating 
mental health awareness, 
emphasizes the importance 
of showcasing reality and 
presenting authentic expe-
riences to create a safe space 
for followers.

It is still unclear how 
this craze is impacting In-
dian society and its future. 
Whether it is degrading or 
uplifting our culture, spoil-
ing or building the future of 
the country, remains a ques-
tion that needs to be fully 
understood.

The balance between 
creativity, self-expression, 
quality education, and tra-
ditional values is crucial for 
the well-rounded develop-
ment of youth and the na-
tion as a whole. Instead of 
completely disregarding the 
benefits of reels, it is impor-
tant to find a balance. Set-
ting limits on screen time, 
curating social media feeds 
with diverse content, and 
encouraging responsible 
use can help mitigate the 
risks associated with exces-
sive reel consumption. By 
promoting the authenticity 
of influencers and creating 
a positive online environ-
ment, society can support 
the personal growth and 
well-being of the youth.

The rising popularity of 
reels has had a significant 
impact on youth, society 
and nation at large. While 
it offers entertainment and 
inspiration, it also carries 
potential risks of spoil-
ing young generation that 
must be addressed. By ac-
knowledging the negative 
consequences, encouraging 
responsible use, and foster-
ing a supportive online en-
vironment, we can ensure 
the well-being and develop-
ment of the youngsters.

Caa: Comprehending its 
consequences and controversies

Youth with ‘reel’ delusion: addiction and consequences 

One of the many high points of the ongoing gen-
eral elections is the voting in Kashmir valley, which 
started in the fourth phase of the elections, with Sri-
nagar going to the polls last Monday. The constitu-
ency saw its highest turnout since 1996—38.49%—
according to the latest figures given by the Election 
Commission of India. In 1996, it was 40.94%. Given 
that the turnout was 25.86% in 2014 and 14.43% 
in 2019, a near-40% turnout is a big achievement, 
and a direct consequence of the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370 in 2019, which started the process of the 
mainstreaming of Kashmir. In fact, the turnout re-
flects the changes we have been witnessing in the 
Valley. There was a time when Srinagar would go 
dark after 6 pm, as officegoers returned home. Peo-
ple stayed indoors. Fear was palpable in the air. All 
that has changed. A place like Srinagar’s Lal Chowk, 
which had become synonymous with unrest, is 
where the Tricolour flutters today and people come 
for evening walks and shopping. Srinagar has got a 
nightlife now. Stone pelting has disappeared from 
downtown Srinagar. Tourists are pouring into the 
valley. Incomes are skyrocketing. All this is testa-
ment of the great work that is happening in the val-
ley.

There were no election boycott calls by the sepa-
ratists, no protests, no violence this time. This was 
a huge contrast to the time when the separatists 
used to issue a hartal and protests calendar, which 
brought the whole valley to a standstill, sometimes 
for months. Fear for their lives wouldn’t allow the 
Kashmiris to step out for voting. It was believed 
that those who stepped out were party workers 
who were voting for their respective party candi-
dates. With a near-40 voting percentage, Kashmir 
has proved that it is the common Kashmiri who has 
voted this time, which shows that if the right condi-
tions are created, even people in Kashmir are more 
than eager to participate in India’s biggest festival 
of democracy.

Amidst all this, visuals of voters in the valley 
thronging the polling stations has unnerved a sec-
tion of activists and journalists, who have turned the 
narrative of “oppressed Kashmiris” into an art form. 
Many such people who make a living out of taking 
the “broken tales” of “conflict zone” Kashmir to for-
eign shores at the invitation of rights groups, and 
indulge in anti-India propaganda in front of foreign-
ers, are trying to explain the large turnout by saying 
this was a mark of protest. Apparently, people have 
come out in large numbers because they are protest-
ing the removal of Article 370; that they are voting 
for National Conference and People’ Democratic 
Party (PDP) because these parties are for the resto-
ration of status quo. When the truth is that, like in 
the rest of the country, Kashmir’s voters are voting 
for issues such as development, progress, education 
and employment. By calling these “protest votes” 
the activists are trying to peddle their fake narrative 
of Kashmir being another Palestine, to their global 
audience. Moreover, what a disappointment such 
a voting trend must have been for Pakistan, which 
has destroyed its economy and society, while trying 
to take Kashmir from India.

In fact, this narrative about the vote in Kashmir 
being a “protest vote” has been picked up, as if on 
cue, by many analysts and opinion makers known 
to be opposed to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
and is being repeated ad nauseam. It is surprising 
that none of these narrative-spinners realise that 
Article 370 is history. No political party will ever be 
able to bring 370 back, whichever side of the spec-
trum that party may belong to. There is a reason 
why Rahul Gandhi is avoiding commenting on Ar-
ticle 370. While as an Opposition politician he can-
not praise the abrogation, as that would amount to 
praising Narendra Modi, he cannot even oppose it, 
for that would be a vote killer for him. Any sugges-
tion of bringing back 370 will be political suicide.

This is not to say that everything is normal in 
Kashmir. Things can still get derailed if Kashmir is 
not nurtured. This is to say that a lot has happened 
in the last five years. Development has come to 
Kashmir. Industry and investments are coming to 
a place that, according to locals, had got stuck in a 
time warp. Generations of Kashmiri politicians did 
nothing for the people, but continued to thrive un-
der the benevolent protection of New Delhi. Much 
of the alienation and radicalisation of a section of 
the valley population has its roots in this. Now that 
Kashmir has a future, it must not be allowed to re-
turn to the sinkhole from where it’s emerging. It’s 
for this future that Kashmiris stepped out to vote.

Joyeeta Basu

perspeCtive
VALLEY VIBES

Kashmir is not 
protesting, it’s voting

opinion
Dr. AlishA VermA

opinion
Dr shAlini YADAV

Voters wait in a queue to cast their votes during phase-iV 
of voting for the lok sabha elections, on 13 may 2024. Ani
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CHHINDWARA: A CoNgRess foRtRess 

Chhindwara Lok Sabha 
constituency, located 
in the central Indian 

state of Madhya Pradesh, 
holds significant political 
and historical importance. 
Renowned for its lush land-
scapes, rich cultural heri-
tage, and vibrant political 
landscape, Chhindwara has 
remained a focal point in 
Indian politics for decades. 
Chhindwara Lok Sabha 
constituency in Madhya 
Pradesh has long been con-
sidered a stronghold of the 
Indian National Congress 
(INC). Several factors con-
tribute to its status as a Con-
gress bastion:
Historical Legacy: Chhind-
wara has a historical asso-
ciation with the Congress 
party, dating back several 
decades. The constituency 
has consistently elected Con-
gress candidates to the Lok 
Sabha, establishing a deep-
rooted connection between 
the party and the electorate.
Leadership of Prominent 
Congress Figures: Chhind-
wara was the parliamentary 
constituency of prominent 
Congress leaders such as 
Shri Kamal Nath. Kamal 
Nath, a veteran politician 
and former Chief Minister 
of Madhya Pradesh, rep-
resented the seat multiple 
times, further cementing the 
Congress party’s stronghold 
in the region.
Strong Grassroots Support: 
The Congress party has cul-
tivated a strong grassroots 
network in Chhindwara, 
engaging with the local com-
munity and addressing their 
concerns effectively. Party 
workers and leaders have 
maintained close ties with 
the electorate, fostering a 
sense of trust and loyalty 
among voters.
Social and Demographic 
Composition: Chhindwara 
constituency comprises a 
diverse demographic, in-
cluding indigenous tribes, 
scheduled castes, and other 
backward classes. The Con-
gress party has tradition-
ally appealed to a broad 
spectrum of voters, with its 
inclusive policies and focus 
on social welfare resonating 
strongly with marginalized 
communities.
Effective Mobilization and 
Campaigning: The Congress 
party has demonstrated a 
strategic approach to elec-
tion campaigning in Chhind-
wara, mobilizing resources 
effectively and reaching 
out to voters through vari-
ous channels. Door-to-door 
canvassing, public rallies, 
and outreach programs have 
been instrumental in consol-
idating support for the party.
Absence of Strong Opposi-
tion: In Chhindwara, the 
Congress party has often 
faced relatively weak op-
position from rival political 
parties. The lack of a strong 
alternative has further bol-
stered the Congress’ elec-
toral prospects in the con-
stituency.

Overall, the combination 
of historical legacy, effec-
tive leadership, grassroots 
support, and strategic cam-
paigning has contributed 
to Chhindwara’s status as a 
Congress bastion. However, 
it’s essential to note that po-
litical dynamics can evolve 
over time, and the electoral 
landscape may witness 
changes in the future.
Let’s understand the con-
stituency: Geographical 
and Demographic Profile: 
Chhindwara constituency 
spans across the Chhind-
wara district, which is situ-
ated in the southern part 
of Madhya Pradesh. The 
region is characterized by 
its diverse geography, en-
compassing fertile plains, 
dense forests, and hilly ter-
rains. The district is primar-
ily rural, with agriculture 
serving as the primary oc-
cupation for a majority of its 
inhabitants. The population 
comprises a mix of different 
communities, including in-
digenous tribes, scheduled 
castes, and other backward 
classes.
Political Significance: 
Chhindwara Lok Sabha con-
stituency holds immense po-
litical significance due to its 
association with prominent 
political leaders and parties. 
The constituency has long 
been considered a bastion 
of the Indian National Con-
gress (INC), with the party’s 
stronghold extending over 
several decades. Notably, 
Chhindwara was the par-
liamentary constituency 
of former Chief Minister of 
Madhya Pradesh, Shri Ka-
mal Nath, who represented 
the seat multiple times.
Economic Landscape: Eco-
nomically, Chhindwara is 
known for its agricultural 
productivity, with crops 
such as soybean, wheat, 
and lentils being cultivated 
in abundance. Additionally, 
the region is home to indus-
tries such as textiles, hand-
loom, and forestry, which 
contribute significantly to 
its economy. The district 
also has reserves of coal and 
other minerals, providing 

employment opportunities 
in the mining sector.
Social and Cultural Fabric: 
Chhindwara district boasts 
a rich cultural heritage, with 
a blend of traditional and 
modern influences. The re-
gion is home to various in-
digenous tribes, each with 
its distinct cultural practices, 
languages, and customs. Fes-
tivals such as Navratri, Di-
wali, and Holi are celebrated 
with great fervor, reflecting 
the vibrant cultural tapestry 
of the region. Additionally, 
Chhindwara is known for 
its handloom industry, pro-
ducing exquisite fabrics and 
textiles that are renowned 
across the country.
Challenges and Develop-
mental Initiatives: Despite 
its natural beauty and cul-
tural richness, Chhindwara 
faces several developmental 
challenges. Infrastructure 
development, including road 
connectivity and access to 
healthcare and education, 
remains a priority for the 
region. Additionally, issues 
such as unemployment, 
poverty, and environmental 
degradation pose significant 
challenges to the district’s 
progress. In recent years, 
various developmental ini-
tiatives have been under-
taken to address these chal-
lenges. Efforts to improve 
infrastructure, promote ed-
ucation and healthcare, and 
enhance agricultural pro-
ductivity have been initiated 
by the government and non-
governmental organizations. 
Additionally, schemes aimed 
at empowering marginalized 
communities and promoting 
sustainable development 
have been implemented to 
uplift the socio-economic 
status of the region.
Conclusion: Chhindwara 
Lok Sabha constituency 
embodies the essence of In-
dia’s diversity, with its rich 
cultural heritage, vibrant 
political landscape, and so-
cio-economic complexities. 
As a symbol of resilience 
and progress, Chhindwara 
continues to chart its course 
towards development and 
prosperity, guided by the 

collective aspirations of its 
people and the visionary 
leadership of its representa-
tives.
LIST OF MPs 
Raichandbhai N. Shah: He 
was an Indian politician and 
a member of Parliament in 
the 1st Lok Sabha in 1952 and 
represented Chhindwara 
constituency. He was affili-
ated with the Indian Nation-
al Congress. Shah was born 
in Gagwa district, Jamnagar 
(Saurashtra) on 17 October 
1917 to Narshibhai Shah. He 
obtained his education from 
Government High School, 
Betul, Madhya Pradesh.

He participated in vari-
ous nationwide movements 
against the British India 
rule, including in 1941 Civil 
Disobedience Movement for 
which he was imprisoned 
for 6 months, the Quit India 
Movement in 1942 for which 
he was imprisoned for 14 
months. He served as vice 
chairperson of the Kasturba 
Gandhi National Memorial 
Trust for Chhindwara dis-
trict, president Municipal 
Committee, Pandhurna in 
1947, chair of Bangaon Nyay 
Panchayat in 1948 and dis-
trict vice president of Gan-
dhi National Memorial Fund 
Committee, Chhindwara.
Bhikulal Chandok:  He 
emerged victorious twice 
from Chhindwara Lok Sab-
ha constituency. He was a 
member of Indian National 
Congress and was trusted 
by the voters not only in 1957 
but he also garnered major-
ity votes in 1962 general elec-
tions as well. 
Gargi Shankar Mishra: He 
was born on 1 January 1919 
in Nagpur. He was an Indian 
politician and also a member 
of the 8th Lok Sabha, repre-
senting the Seoni (Lok Sabha 
constituency) of Madhya 
Pradesh. He was also elected 
as member of Lok Sabha the 
many times. He won general 
elections in 1967, 1971 and 
1977. 
Alka Nath: Nath was born 
on 24 November 1951 is a 
political and social worker 
and a former member of 
parliament elected from the 

Chhindwara constituency 
as an Indian National Con-
gress candidate. Alka was 
born on 24 November 1951 
in Amritsar. She married to 
Kamal Nath, Congress’ vet-
eran leader, on 27 January 
1973 and has two sons Nakul 
Nath and Bakul Nath. Nath 
completed her Bachelor of 
Arts from Sacred Heart Col-
lege, Dalhousie (Himachal 
Pradesh). Alka was elected 
to the 11th Lok Sabha in 1996.
Sunder Lal Patwa:  He was 
an Indian politician, who 
served as the 11th Chief 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh 
and a cabinet minister in 
the Government of India. 
He was a member of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. He 
was the only politician who 
defeated Congress strong 
man Kamal Nath in 1997 
from Chhindwara constitu-
ency for member of parlia-
ment. He was born in the vil-
lage of Kukreshwar located 
between Manasa and Ram-
pura in the Neemuch District 
of Madhya Pradesh. He was 
awarded Padma Vibhushan, 
the second-highest civilian 
award, posthumously in 
2017 by the Government of 
India. 

He was Chief Minister 
of Madhya Pradesh twice, 
from 20 January 1980 to 17 
February 1980 as member 
of Janata Party and from 5 
March 1990 to 15 December 
1992 as leader of Bharatiya 
Janta Party. He began his 
political career with Jana 
Sangh which merged with 
Janata Party in 1977. Later 
members owing allegiance 
to Jana Sangh’s Hindutva 
ideology broke away from 
Janata Party in 1980 to form 
Bharatiya Janata Party.

He was first elected to Lok 
Sabha via by-poll in Chhind-
wara in 1997 by defeating 
Congress strongman Kamal 
Nath in his home turf. He 
lost from Chhindwara in 
1998 General Election. In 
1999, he was elected to the 
Lok Sabha from Narmada-
puram constituency, and 
was minister in Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee Government from 
1999 to 2001. As a legislator, 
he was known as strict disci-
plinarian.

He was associated with 
Indore Rajya Praja Mandal 
since 1941, R.S.S. since 1942 
and R.S.S. Vistarak, 1947–51. 
He was imprisoned for seven 
months for participating in 
R.S.S. movement in 1948 and 
was an active worker of Jana 
Sangh since 1951, Chairman 
of District Cooperative Bank, 

Director, State Cooperative 
Bank and State Cooperative 
Marketing Sangh and Trea-
surer, Jana Sangh from 1967 
to 1974. He was detained un-
der M.I.S.A. during Emer-
gency from June 1975 to Jan-
uary 1977. He was awarded 
the “Vidhan Gaurav” in 
the All India Conference of 
Presiding Officers, 1989. He 
died on 28 December 2016 in 
Bhopal due to a heart attack 
at the age of 92 on 28 Decem-
ber 2016.
Kamal Nath: He is an In-
dian politician and served 
as the 18th Chief Minister 
of Madhya Pradesh for ap-
proximately 15 months and 
resigned after a political 
crisis. He was the Leader of 
the Opposition in the Mad-
hya Pradesh Legislative As-
sembly from March 2020 to 
April 2022. As a leader of the 
Indian National Congress he 
has served as the Minister of 
Urban Development. He is 
one of the longest serving 
and most senior members 
of the Lok Sabha, the lower 
house of India’s bicameral 
Parliament. He was ap-
pointed the Pro Tem Speaker 
of the 16th Lok Sabha.[4] He 
has been elected nine times 
from the Chhindwara Lok 
Sabha constituency of Mad-
hya Pradesh. Nath was elect-
ed president of the Madhya 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee in May 2018, leading the 
party in the November–De-
cember 2018 assembly elec-
tion. He assumed the office 
of Chief Minister on 17 De-
cember 2018 and resigned 
on 20 March 2020 due to 
lack of majority in govern-
ment.

Nath was first elected to 
the 7th Lok Sabha in 1980. 

He was re-elected to the 
8th Lok Sabha in 1984, the 
9th Lok Sabha in 1989, and 
the 10th Lok Sabha in 1991. 
He was inducted into the 
Union Council of Ministers 
as Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) of 
Environment and Forests in 
June 1991. From 1995 to 1996 
he served as Union Minis-
ter of State (Independent 
Charge) of Textiles. Nath 
was elected to the 12th Lok 
Sabha in 1998 and the 13th 
Lok Sabha in 1999. From 
2001 to 2004, he was the 
General Secretary of the 
Indian National Congress 
(INC). He was re-elected to 
the 14th Lok Sabha in the 
2004 elections and served 
as Union Cabinet Minister 
of Commerce and Industry 
from 2004 to 2009. On 16 
May 2009 he again won the 
elections from his constitu-
ency for the 15th Lok Sabha 
and re-entered the Cabinet, 
this time as Union Minister 
of Road Transport and High-
ways.[6] In 2011, as a result 
of a cabinet reshuffle, Nath 
replaced Jaipal Reddy to take 
on the role of Minister of Ur-
ban Development.

In October 2012 Nath was 
confirmed to the Ministry 
of Parliamentary Affairs in 
addition to his current role 
as Minister of Urban Devel-
opment. In late 2012 Nath 
replaced Pranab Mukherjee 
to help the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment win a crucial debate on 
foreign direct investment in 
India (FDI).[18] Nath also re-
placed Minister of Rural De-
velopment Jairam Ramesh 
as an ex officio member of 
the Planning Commission 
in December 2012 From 4 

to 5 June 2014 Kamal Nath 
was the only member to 
have taken the official oath 
as a member of the newly 
elected 16th Lok Sabha, 
and was made the Pro Tem 
Speaker. The first day of the 
Lok Sabha, on which the 
Pro Tem Speaker normally 
administers the oath to all 
other elected members, was 
interrupted by the death of 
Union Cabinet Minister of 
Rural Development Gopi-
nath Munde. The House was 
adjourned after paying trib-
ute to Munde and observing 
a two-minute silence. Since 
no other elected member had 
taken the oath that day, they 
were not officially members 
of parliament.

On 13 December 2018, 
Kamal Nath was elected as 
the Chief Minister of Mad-
hya Pradesh after the INC 
emerged as the single larg-
est party with 114 seats. On 
28 April 2022, Kamal Nath 
stepped down from his po-
sition as Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Madhya Pradesh 
Assembly. Kamal Nath is a 
member of the INC (Indian 
National Congress) political 
party and served as gen-
eral secretary from 2001 to 
2004. Nath has close ties 
with the Nehru–Gandhi 
family, being young friends 
and schoolmates with Sanjay 
Gandhi at the Doon School, 
an independent boarding 
school located in Dehra-
dun. Kamal Nath serves as 
president of the board of 
governors for The Institute 
of Management Technol-
ogy (IMT) a management 
institution. He is Chairman 
of “Madhya Pradesh Child 
Development Council” and 
Patron to the Bharat Yuvak 
Samaj (Youth Wing of All 
India Bharat Seva Samaj). 
Kamal Nath was born in 1946 
In Kanpur to Mahendra Nath 
and Lila Nath. He has two sis-
ter, Anita Puri and Rita Jolly.
He married Alka Nath on 27 
January 1973 and has two 
sons, Nakul Nath and Bakul 
Nath. The family has owned 
several successful businesses 
including real estate, avia-
tion, plantations and hospi-
tality. Alka Nath and Nakul 
Nath have both been elected 
to India’s parliament.

Chhindwara Lok Sabha constituency is one of the 29 Lok Sabha 
constituencies in Madhya Pradesh state in Central India. This 

constituency came into existence in 1951, and it presently covers 
the entire Chhindwara district and Pandhurna district.

Since India’s independence  Chhindwara Lok Sabha constituency in Madhya Pradesh has been a 
Congress bastion. BJP could breach this fortress only once when Sunder Lal Patwa won in 1997.

Kamal Nath

Alka Nath Bhikulal Chandok

Gargi Shankar Mishra Sunderlal Patwa

By-Poll
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Indian National Congress

1957
Bhikulal Chandak

1962
1967
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Kamal Nath

Indian National Congress (I)
1984

Indian National Congress
1989
1991
1996 Alka Nath
1997^ Sunder Lal Patwa Bharatiya Janata Party
1998

Kamal Nath
Indian National Congress

1999
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2009
2014
2019 Nakul Nath

KAUSHAL VERMA
NEW DELHI 



legally speaking the daily guardian review
thursday |  16 may 2024
new delhi10

The Enforcement Director-
ate, ED informed the Delhi 
High Court that the Aam 
Aadmi Party, AAP is going 
to be made an accused in the 
alleged liquor policy scam.

The said development was 
came while the central probe 
agency was opposing the pe-
tition filed by former Deputy 
Chief Minister and AAP 
leader Manish Sisodia in the 
money laundering case.

The counsel, Special coun-
sel Zoheb Hossain appear-
ing for the Enforcement Di-
rectorate, ED told the bench 
of Justice Swarana Kanta 
Sharma that the Aam Aadmi 
Party, AAP will also be made 
an accused in the case and a 
supplementary complaint or 
chargesheet will be filed.

Earlier, the the agency 
had disclosed before the Su-
preme Court that is contem-
plating to make the political 
party who being an accused 
in the case and invoking 
Section 70 of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act, 
PMLA to probe the aspect of 

vicarious liability.
The bench headed by Jus-

tice Swarana Kanta Sharma 
in the case observed and has 
dismissed the challenge to 
the arrest of party’s conve-
nor and Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal, held 
that a political party can be 
brought within the purview 
of Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, 2002.

The Judge in the case ob-
served that the material put 
forth by the Enforcement 
Directorate, ED prima-facie 
make it clear that Arvind Ke-
jriwal is in charge of and re-
sponsible for the conduct of 
the business of Aam Aadmi 
Party, and prima facie would 
be liable for affairs of the po-
litical party so as to attract 
Section 70(1) of Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act, 
PMLA.

Hossain told the court that 
so far, the 17 arrest have been 
made in the case.

Further, it has been in-
formed by him that accused 
no. 31, a spokesperson of 
AAP, will also be made an ac-
cused in the supplementary 
complaint.

ED TElls DElhi high CourT: AAP 
Will BE MADE An ACCusED in liquor 
PoliCy sCAM

The Supreme Court in the 
case Bar of Indian Lawyers 
Through Its President Jas-
bir Singh Malik vs. D.K. 
Gandhi Ps National In-
stitute Of Communicable 
Diseases observed and 
has held that the Services 
rendered by an advocate 
would come under the ‘a 
contract of personal ser-
vice’ as opposed to a ‘con-
tract for service’.

The court stated that in 
the layman terms, ‘a con-
tract of personal service’ 
relates to an arrangement 
where an individual is 
hired for rendering his or 
her services.

The court stated that in 
the case of ‘contract for 
service’ the services are 
availed from an indepen-
dent service provider. In 
the former case, the indi-
vidual is an employee, in 
the latter case it is always a 
third party.

The bench comprising 
of Justice Bela Trivedi and 
Justice Pankaj Mithal in 
the case observed and has 
outlined certain unique at-
tributes that are linked to 
a relationship between an 

Advocate and her Client.
The bench stated that to 

name a few, these included 
fiduciary duties owed by 
an advocate to her client, 
advocates are not required 
to make concessions unless 
it is expressly instructed by 
her client, advocate being 
her client’s representative 
shoulders a lot of respon-
sibility, and she is expected 
to follow the instructions of 
her client and not upon her 
own judgment.

To quoTe The 
judgemenT:

1. The Advocates are gen-
erally perceived to be their 
client’s agents and owe 
fiduciary duties to their 
clients.

2. The Advocates are 
fastened with all the tra-
ditional duties that agents 
owe to their principals. For 
example, the Advocates 
have to respect the client’s 
autonomy to make deci-
sions at a minimum, as to 
the objectives of the repre-
sentation.

3. The Advocates are not 
entitled to make conces-
sions or give any undertak-
ing to the Court without ex-

press instructions from the 
Client.

4. It being the solemn 
duty of an Advocate not 
to transgress the author-
ity conferred on him by his 
Client.

5. An advocate is bound to 
seek appropriate instruc-
tions from the Client or his 
authorized agent before 
taking any action or mak-
ing any statement or con-
cession which may, directly 
or remotely, affect the legal 
rights of the Client.

6. The Advocate repre-
sents the client before the 
Court and conducts pro-
ceedings on behalf of the 
client. The Advocate is the 
only link between the court 
and the client. The respon-
sibility of him is onerous. 
He is expected to follow 
the instructions of his cli-
ent rather than substitute 
his judgment.

It has also been held by 
the Division bench while 
deciding an appeal that 
raised the issue of whether 
advocates can be held liable 
under the Consumer Pro-
tection Act for deficiency 
in services. 

The Division bench in the 
case had heard the matter 
at length before reserving 
its judgment on February 
26.

Therefore, the instant ap-
peal had emanated from 
the decision of the National 
Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission, NC-
DRC in the year 2007. The 
Commission had held that 
if there was any deficiency 
in service rendered by the 
Advocates or Lawyers, a 
complaint under the Con-
sumer Act would be main-
tainable.

The issue raised before 
the court was as to whether 
advocates can be held liable 
under the Consumer Pro-
tection Act 1986 as enacted 
in 2019 for deficiency of 
services.

The court in the case ob-
served that the definition 
of ‘Service’ and noticed 
that it clearly excludes 
Services rendered under 
a contract of personal ser-
vice. The said court went 
on to decide whether the 
Services provided by the 
advocates can be classified 
under ‘a contract of per-
sonal service.’ The court 
also referred to the case 
Dharangadhra Chemi-

cal Works Ltd. vs. State of 
Saurashtra and Others, 
wherein the court held 
that the correct method of 
approach, therefore, would 
be to consider whether 
having regard to the nature 
of the work there was due 
control and supervision by 
the employer. Therefore, 
in order to assess whether 
the client exercises direct 
control over the Advocate, 
the Court cited several 
provisions of the Civil Pro-
cedure Code and one such 
concerned provision was 
Order III Rule 4, as per 
which a pleader cannot act 
in the Court for any person 
unless he or she is appoint-
ed by such person. Now, the 
document for appointing a 
pleader. Therefore, the said 
document used for the ap-
pointment of a pleader is 
known as ‘Vakalatnama’.

The Court in the case 
noted that by virtue of such 
‘Vakalatnama,’ advocates 
have certain duties, includ-
ing the one to their client.

The court noted that ‘a 
considerable amount of di-
rect control is exercised by 
the Client over the manner 
in which an Advocate ren-
ders his services during the 
course of his employment.’

The court concluded that 
Services of an advocate 
would come under the 
contract ‘of personal ser-
vice’ thus, the same would 
stand excluded from the 
definition of Service as pro-
vided under section 2(42) of 
the Act.

The court stated that it 
has been alleged in the 
complaint ‘deficiency in 
service’ against Advocates 
practising Legal Profession 
would not be maintainable 
under the CP Act, 2019.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Narender Hooda 
and Advocate Jasbir Malik 
for Bar of Indian Lawyers, 
Senior Advocate Jaideep 
Gupta for Supreme Court 
Advocates-on-Record As-
sociation, Senior advocate 
Guru Krishnakumar for 
the Bar Council of India, 
senior advocate Manoj 
Swarup, for Punjab and 
Haryana High Court Bar 
Association, Senior advo-
cate Vikas Singh, Senior 
Advocate Ramakrishnan 
Viraraghavan for Ben-
galuru Bar Association ap-
peared for the Appellant.

Supreme Court: The Ad-
vocates Not Liable Under 
Consumer Protection Act 
For Deficiency Of Services.

In an age where technol-
ogy seems to blur the lines 
between reality and fiction, 
voice cloning emerges as a 
potent example of our evolv-
ing digital landscape. Voice 
cloning, the process of repli-
cating a person’s voice using 
advanced algorithms, has 
garnered both fascination 
and concern worldwide.

There are very diverse 
applications of AI voice 
cloning such as preserving 
legacy by keeping the voices 
of your loved ones alive for 
the generations to come, 
it feels like they never left. 
Also, considering medical 
implications, it provides 
voice for those who are 
losing it due to illness or 
disability, Apple’s iOS 17 
introduced voice cloning to 
aid such people. Its creativ-
ity has no limit, it provides 
people with an immersive 
experience through cloning 
whichever voice they want 
to narrate them a bedtime 
story or in audio games, 
custom virtual assistants 

provide an immersive digi-
tal interaction. Even, song 
producers clone the voice of 
actors or singers in order to 
use them, YouTube’s Dream 
Track is a feature which cre-
ates song clips featuring AI 
vocals with the permission 
from the pop stars.

It is very fascinating to use 
such kind of technologi-
cal magic to innovate us-
ing your creativity. But, the 
freely accessible Software’s 
like these, eventually lead 
to great modern day Cyber-
Heists!

All it Takes is- Few Dan-
gerous Seconds. THAT’S IT! 

(a) Imagine your child cry-
ing on the phone and asking 
for help, any parent would 
panic and do as the daugh-
ter say, but in actual it is not 
the daughter on the phone, 
instead it’s the cloned voice 
which is being heard by the 
parent, similar case hap-
pened with Sarita Khanna, 
the middle-aged wife of a 
businessman from MP’s 
Khargone, she got a call 

from an unknown number 
saying her daughter is kid-
napped and demanded for 
Rs. 3 lakhs, and the daugh-
ter was heard crying on the 
phone, she was tricked in 
sending the money. Where-
as, her daughter was safe 
and sound at her hostel.

(b) In another example, 
a Lucknow-based govern-
ment official received a call 
from an unknown number 
claiming that his son, who is 
studying in Bengaluru, had 
been caught with narcotics 
and was in police custody, 
demanding Rs.1 lakh to re-
lease him; the boy’s voice 
could be heard saying “papa 
mujhe bacha lo”. After hear-
ing his son’s voice, he sent 
the money without think-
ing twice.

(c) Another example is re-
tired Coal India officer PS 
Radhakrishnan, who was 
duped into paying 40,000 
rupees in response to a call 
from his old buddy of 40 
years, Venu Kumar, who 
had contacted him after 
nearly a year of no commu-
nication to beg his assistance 
with an urgent financial 
transaction. Radhakrish-
nan stated the voice on the 
phone sounded exactly like 
him, and they talked for a 
long time, leading him to 
assume it was Venu Kumar 
himself; in reality, it was an-
other AI-cloned voice work-
ing its intellect.

(d) An unusual matter of 
fraud used an AI generated 
cloned audio to defraud a 
United Kingdom based en-
ergy firm of $243,000. Ac-
cording to the report from 
the Wall Street Journal, in 
March 2019, the fraudsters 
utilized a voice-cloning AI 
software to impersonate the 
voice of the chief executive 
of the firm’s Germany-based 
parent company in order to 
effectuate an illegal fund 
transfer. The Cybercrimi-
nals called the U.K. firm’s 
CEO posing as the CEO of 
the parent company. Then 
the attackers demanded 
for an urgent wire transfer 
to be made to a Hungary-
based supplier and the U.K. 
firm’s CEO was guaranteed 
a reimbursement. After the 
money was transferred, it 
was forwarded to an ac-
count in Mexico and then 
other locations, making 
it difficult to identify the 
fraudsters.

How to protect yourself?
If bad actors are using 

voice cloning to mimic voic-
es and commit crimes, it is 
important for us to stay vig-
ilant. There are some com-
mon signs and red flags that 
you can look out for:

1. If you are answering 
a call from an unknown 
number, let the caller speak 
first, if you say as much as 
“Hello? Who is this?” They 
could use that audio sample 

to impersonate you.
2. If you receive a call or 

message from someone you 
know, but they make un-
usual or out-of-character 
requests, it could be a sign of 
voice cloning. For example, 
if a friend or family member 
suddenly asks for sensitive 
information or money, pro-
ceed with caution and verify 
their identity through other 
means.

3. Voice cloning technol-
ogy may not perfectly rep-
licate the original voice, 
leading to subtle inconsis-
tencies. Pay attention to any 
noticeable changes in tone, 
pitch, or pronunciation that 
are out of character for the 
person you’re communicat-
ing with.

4. Cloned voices may have 
lower audio quality or ex-
hibit artifacts. If the voice 
on the other end of the call 
sounds distorted, robotic, or 
unnatural, it could be a sign 
of voice cloning.

5. If the background 
noise during a call seems 
inconsistent with the ex-
pected environment of the 
caller, it could indicate a 
cloned voice. For example, 
if you hear noises that don’t 
match the typical sounds of 
a workplace or home, it may 
be a cause for suspicion.

6. Voice cloning scammers 
may try to create a sense of 
urgency or pressure to ma-
nipulate you into providing 

sensitive information or 
taking immediate action. Be 
cautious if the caller insists 
on quick decisions, espe-
cially if it involves financial 
matters.

7. Voice cloning scammers 
often use caller ID spoofing 
techniques to make it ap-
pear as if the call is coming 
from a trusted source or a le-
gitimate organization. If you 
receive a call from a known 
number but the voice or the 
content of the conversation 
seems suspicious, consider 
contacting the person or 
organization directly using 
a verified contact method to 
confirm the call’s legitimacy.

8. Voice cloning attempts 
may involve the use of 
pre-recorded responses or 
scripts. If the person on the 
other end of the call consis-
tently provides robotic or 
repetitive responses that do 
not directly address your 
questions or concerns, it 
could be an indication of a 
cloned voice.

If someone becomes a vic-
tim of such a scam, they may 
find recourse under the fol-
lowing sections among oth-
ers:
under The Infor-
maTIon Technology 
acT, 2000:
=Section 66C: Identity 

theft and can be applicable 
if the fraud involves the 
deceptive use of someone’s 
voice identity.

=Section 66D: Cheat-
ing by personation using a 
computer resource and can 
be relevant if the fraudster 
impersonates another per-
son using technology.

addITIonally, rel-
evanT secTIons of 
The IndIan Penal 
code, 1860 may aP-
Ply:
=Section 419: If the fraud-

ster impersonates someone 
else to deceive the victim.
=Section 420: If the scam 

involves deceiving someone 
to transfer money or prop-
erty.

Way forWard
Law enforcement agen-

cies, technology compa-
nies, telcos and research 
institutions need to collabo-
rate to develop advanced 
voice authentication and 
anti-spoofing techniques. 
These techniques should 
aim to identify synthesized 
or cloned voices and differ-
entiate them from genuine 
human voices.

As for integrating these 
technologies into phones or 
communication platforms, 
some progress has been 
made in implementing call 
authentication frameworks. 
For example, the STIR/
SHAKEN framework has 
been introduced in some 
countries to verify the au-
thenticity of caller IDs and 

detect spoofed calls. While 
these frameworks primar-
ily focus on verifying caller 
ID information, they can 
indirectly help in identify-
ing potential voice clon-
ing attempts. India too is 
working towards adopting 
a multi-pronged approach 
by introducing the Calling 
Name Presentation (CNAP) 
service which will notify call 
receivers about the identity 
proof linked with a SIM card 
being used by the caller. 

Another such approach 
is the vision of establishing 
the National Cyber Security 
Agency (NCSA) which will 
serve as a centralized or-
ganization responsible for 
addressing digital frauds. 
NCSA, shall also invest 
into developing such voice 
analysis algorithms and ma-
chine learning models that 
can analyze voice patterns, 
acoustic characteristics and 
linguistic markers to detect 
anomalies that may indi-
cate AI voice cloning. These 
technologies can be inte-
grated into communication 
platforms or phone apps to 
provide real-time detection 
and alerts for suspicious 
calls.

Khushbu Jain is a practic-
ing advocate in the Supreme 
Court and founding partner 
of the law firm, Ark Legal. She 
can be contacted on X: @advo-
catekhushbu and Ninad Barge 
intern at Ark Legal

Supreme Court: Services Rendered By Advocates Come Under Contract Of Personal Service

AI VOICE CLONING - Unleashed

The Supreme Court in 
the case Bhikchand 
S/O Dhondiram 

Mutha, Deceased Through 
Lrs. Versus Shamabai 
Dhanraj Gugale, the De-
ceased Through Lrs. Ob-
served that if after knowing 
that the decree was likely 
to be reversed, a stranger 
auction purchaser, who not 
party to the proceedings 
purchases the property 
in execution of the decree, 
then he could not claim 
the protection of being a 
bona fide purchaser and 
the principle of restitution 
would apply in such kind 
of circumstances.

The court in the case was 
concerning of the impor-
tant ruling of the principle 

of ‘restitution’ under Section 
144 of the Code of Civil Pro-
cedure, 1908, CPC.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Hrishikesh Roy and 
Justice Prashant Kumar 
Mishra while reserving the 
findings of the High Court 
stated that if the person 
who has purchased the suit 
property from the decree-
holder despite having full 
knowledge of pending ap-
peal proceedings which 
are initiated against the de-
cree, then the purchaser of 
the suit property from the 
decree-holder in the case 
is not entitled to object res-
titution which being on the 
ground that he is a bona fide 
purchaser.

The Judgement authored 
by the bench of Justice 
Prashant Kumar Mishra 
drew its strength from the 

case of Chinnamal and Ors. 
Vs. Arumugham and Anr., 
wherein the said court dis-
tinguished between the de-
cree-holder who purchased 
the property in execution 
of his own decree, which 
is afterward modified or is 
reversed and a person who 
is not a party to the decree 
i.e., the stranger who pur-
chases the property from 
the decree-holder.

However, the court in 
Chinnamal case laid down 
the test for ascertaining 
whether the stranger pur-
chaser would be entitled to 
retain the property by the 
principle of restitution.

The court stated that the 
true question in each case 
is that, it is whether the 
stranger auction purchaser 
knew of the pending litiga-
tion about the decree under 

execution.
The court answered 

in Chinnamal that if the 
evidence indicates that he 
had no such knowledge he 
would be entitled to retain 
the property purchased, 
thus, being a bona fide 
purchaser and his title to 
the property remains un-
affected by subsequent re-
versal of the decree. There-
fore, the court by all means 
should protect his purchase. 
Although, in the evidence, it 
is shown that he was aware 
of the pending appeal 
against the decree when 
he purchased the property, 
it would be inappropriate 
to term him as a bona fide 
purchase. Further, the court 
stated that in such kind of 
cases the court also cannot 
assume that he was a bona 
fide or innocent purchaser 

for giving him protection 
against restitution and no 
assumption could be made 
which being contrary to the 
facts and circumstances of 
the case and any such as-
sumption would be wrong 
and uncalled for.

In the present case, the 
stranger purchasers protest-
ed against the applicability of 
the principle of restitution 
before the court. The court 
observed that despite having 
knowledge of the pending 
challenge to the decree, he 
purchased the suit property 
from the decree holder.

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case held that 
the auction purchasers can-
not object to the restitution 
of property to the judgment 
debtors on the reversal of the 
decree.

suPrEME CourT: sTrAngEr Who PurChAsED ProPErTy KnoWing ABouT APPEAl 
PEnDEnCy CAnnoT rEsisT rEsTiTuTion As BonA FiDE PurChAsEr | sECTion 144 CPC
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The Supreme Court in the 
case H. Raja vs. State Rep. 
By Inspector Of Police in the 
case observed and has re-
fused to quash the criminal 
cases against the Bharatiya 
Janata Party's National Sec-
retary H Raja for his alleged 
derogatory remarks made 
against Dravidian move-
ment leader Periyar, former 
TN Minister M Karunanidhi, 
DMK party leaders etc.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Hrishikesh Roy and 
Justice Prashant Kumar 
Mishra was hearing an SLP 
against the order of Madras 
High Court.

The bench in the case orally 
commented about the need 
for politicians to be circum-
spect about their public com-

ments.
The bench headed by Jus-

tice Roy stated that people 
in politics have to be circum-
spect about what they utter; 
somehow we are reducing 
the level of discourse.

The High Court in the case 
had refused to quash the 
criminal cases as stated un-
der Section 153, Wantonly 
giving provocation with 
intent to cause riot, Section 
504, Intentional insult with 
intent to provoke breach of 
the peace and Section 509, 
Word gesture or act intend-
ed to insult the modesty of a 
woman against Raja.

Further, the trial of these 
offences is being conducted 
by the Additional Special 
Court for Trial of Criminal 
Cases which relates to MP/
MLA's.

The present petitioner had 

approached the High Court 
in the year 2023 for the 
quashing of FIRs.

The High Court in the case 
had refused to grant any re-
lief observing that that Raja 
had a habit of making such 
irresponsible and damaging 
comments.

The Court in the case ob-
served that the said court 
must necessarily take judi-
cial notice of the fact that the 
petitioner has the proclivity 
to make irresponsible and 
damaging comments and 
that is the reason why he 
gets into trouble. Thus, the 
said court is reminded of the 
sagacious words of Thiruval-
luvar and to put it in simple 
English- Whatever besides 
you leave unguarded, guard 
your tongue; otherwise, er-
rors of speech and the con-
sequent misery will ensue.

Supreme Court Refused To Quash Cases Against 
BJP’s H Raja For Comments On Periyar, Karunanidhi: 
‘Politicians Must Be Circumspect About Utterances’



China cries foul after new US 
tariffs; vows to defend its interests

“Firmly opposing” the new US tariffs, China 
warned that the trade barriers would affect 
the wider relationship between the two eco-
nomic superpowers and Beijing will “resolute-
ly work” to defend its interests, CNN reported.

China’s Commerce Ministry also said that 
the move is against US President Joe Biden’s 
earlier stand of not seeking to ‘contain’ or ‘de-
couple’ with Beijing.

This comes hours after Biden announced 
that tariffs on USD 18 billion worth of imports 
of Chinese electric vehicles and an array of 
other products would soar over the next two 
years.

The White House said the measures were 
designed to protect American workers and 
businesses in the face of China’s unfair trade 
practices, including “flooding global markets 
with artificially low-priced exports.”

China “firmly opposes” the new tariffs, the 
country’s Commerce Ministry said in a state-
ment. “The increase in...tariffs by the United 
States contradicts President Joe Biden’s com-
mitment to ‘not seek to suppress and contain 
China’s development’ and ‘not to seek to de-
couple and break links with China,’” it said. 
“This action will seriously impact the atmo-
sphere of bilateral cooperation.”

The Chinese Ministry further said Beijing 
would take “resolute measures” to defend 
its rights and interests and urged the Biden 
administration to “correct its wrongdoing.”

Following this move, EVs imported from 

China will see their tariffs more than qua-
drupled from 27.5 per cent to 100 per cent.

According to CNN, this policy lever is meant 
to challenge Beijing’s practice of encourag-
ing aggressively low pricing by domestic EV 
manufacturers while levying a 40 per cent 
tariff on US car imports.

In addition to EVs, increased tariffs will ap-
ply to imports of Chinese steel and aluminium, 
legacy semiconductors, battery components, 
critical minerals, solar cells, cranes, and medi-
cal products.

Tariffs on solar cells and semiconductors 
will double to 50 per cent, while the remainder 
of the targeted imports will attract tariffs of 
25 per cent.

“China opposes the unilateral imposition of 
tariffs which violate (World Trade Organiza-
tion) rules, and will take all necessary actions 
to protect its legitimate rights,” Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin 
told reporters shortly before the announce-
ment.

Palestinian gunmen spotted 
in UNRWA Rafah facility

Israel kills 15 terrorists in 
Hamas command centre 

Forty-five Chinese aircraft 
detected near Taiwan

Wong sworn in as Singapore’s 
new Prime Minister

Protests quell in PoJK 
as Islamabad responds

Japan, US to co-develop  
hi-tech weapons interceptor 

Sri Lanka in talks with 
India to set up small arms 
manufacturing unit

The Israeli military released 
photos and footage of Pal-
estinian gunmen inside a 
UNRWA logistics facility in 
eastern Rafah alongside UN 
vehicles.

Footage released by the Is-
rael Defence Forces showed 
several terrorists milling 
around UN vehicles arriv-
ing at the compound. The IDF 
said at one point, it detected 
one of the gunmen firing at 
civilians.

The warehouse compound 
in question is a central point 
for distributing humanitarian 
aid in the Rafah area.

“Gunmen, likely Hamas 
terrorists, hanging out at 
UNRWA warehouse in east-
ern Rafah a few days ago and 
identified by an IDF drone,” 
spokesperson Lt. Col. (ret.) 
Peter Lerner wrote on X, 
formerly called Twitter. “The 
U.N. needs to answer some 
serious questions. Imagine 
what would’ve happened if 
we were to target them? The 

hypocrisy is astounding.”
Following the incident, 

representatives of the Co-
ordinator of Government 
Activities in the Territories 
(COGAT) conveyed the find-
ings to senior officials in the 
international community and 
called on the UN to urgently 
investigate the incident. CO-
GAT is a unit within the De-
fense Ministry responsible for 
overseeing humanitarian aid 
deliveries.

Israeli forces took control of 
the Palestinian side of Gaza’s 
border with Egypt, including 
the Rafah border crossing, 
on May 7 in a move making 
it harder for Hamas to hijack 
humanitarian aid trucks ar-

riving from Egypt.
In a related development, an 

Israeli airstrike killed 15 ter-
rorists inside a Hamas war 
room located in a UNRWA 
school compound in the 
central Gaza area of Nusei-
rat. Among the 15 killed 
were members of Hamas’s 
elite Nukhba force, which 
played a leading role in the 
October 7 attacks on Israeli 
communities.

At least 1,200 people were 
killed and 240 Israelis and 
foreigners were taken hostage 
in Hamas’s attacks on Israeli 
communities near the Gaza 
border on October 7. Around 
30 of the remaining 132 hos-
tages are believed dead.

Israeli aircraft killed 15 ter-
rorists in a strike on a Hamas 
command center located in-
side a UNRWA school on 
Saturday, the Israel Defense 
Forces said.

The war room was em-
bedded in a UN Relief and 
Works Agency school in the 
central Gaza area of Nusei-
rat. According to the IDF, at 
least 10 of the terror opera-
tives killed were members 
of Hamas with the rest be-
ing members of other terror 
groups. The Hamas terror-
ists included members of the 
elite Nukhba force, which 
played a leading role in the 
October 7 attacks on Israeli 
communities.

The IDF’s announcement 
included a map of the school 
compound along with the 
location of the Hamas war 
room.

“The Hamas war room had 
been used by the terrorist or-
ganisation to plan multiple 
attacks against IDF troops 
in central Gaza in recent 
weeks. The Hamas terrorist 
organisation systematically 
exploits the civilian popula-

tion and institutions as hu-
man shields for their terror-
ist activities against the State 
of Israel,” the military said.

UNRWA, which supports 
Palestinian refugees, has 
been under fire for months, 
with Israeli officials de-
manding the agency be 
stripped of its authority in 
Gaza and defunded amid 
revelations that members 
of the agency’s staff partici-
pated in Hamas’s October 7 
attacks. The Israeli govern-
ment is bypassing UNRWA 
in distributing humanitarian 
aid.

Israeli intelligence incrim-
inating 12 staffers of their 
participation, including us-
ing UNRWA vehicles and fa-
cilities during the massacres 
was leaked to The New York 
Times. Afterward, The Wall 

Street Journal reported that 
one in 10 UNRWA employ-
ees is either an active mem-
ber of or has ties to Hamas 
or Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

Israel’s largest bank froze 
UNRWA’s account over sus-
picious financial transfers 
that the agency failed to ad-
equately explain.

In February, Israeli forces 
discovered a Hamas com-
plex located directly under 
the UNRWA’s Gaza City 
headquarters and connect-
ed directly to the agency’s 
electricity system. The fa-
cility included numerous 
computer servers belonging 
to the terror group. Reports 
released by IMPACT-SE 
and UN Watch documented 
UNRWA employees ex-
pressing support for the at-
tacks on social media.

The Ministry of National 
Defence in Taiwan reported 
a surge in activity by the 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) of China around the 
island nation, heightening 
tensions in the region.

According to official state-
ments released on Wednes-
day, a total of 45 PLA aircraft 
and 6 vessels from China’s 
People’s Liberation Army 
Navy (PLAN) were detected 
operating near Taiwan as of 
6 am local time.

Of particular concern was 
the intrusion into Taiwan’s 
Air Defence Identification 
Zone (ADIZ) by 26 aircraft, 
which crossed the median 

line, venturing into the 
northern and southwestern 
sectors of Taiwan’s airspace.

In response to the in-
creased activity, Taiwan’s 
Republic of China Armed 
Forces (ROCArmedForces) 
closely monitored the situa-
tion and implemented neces-
sary measures to safeguard 
national security.

“45 PLA aircraft and 6 

PLAN vessels operating 
around Taiwan were detect-
ed up until 6 a.m. (UTC+8) 
today. 26 of the aircraft 
crossed the median line and 
entered Taiwan’s northern 
and southwestern ADIZ. 
#ROCArmedForces have 
monitored the situation and 
responded accordingly,” said 
Taiwan’s Ministry of Nation-
al Defence on Wednesday.

Singapore’s fourth genera-
tion of leaders will “lead in 
our own way” with a lead-
ership style that is different 
from previous generations, 
Prime Minister Lawrence 
Wong said on Wednesday 
as he took oath of office in a 
planned political transition 
in the city-state.

The 51-year-old econo-
mist-turned-politician suc-
ceeded Lee Hsien Loong, 
72, who relinquished his 
position after two decades; 
both belonging to the rul-
ing People’s Action Party 
(PAP) that has been driv-
ing Singapore’s economic 
progress for more than five 

decades.
Wong, who was the dep-

uty prime minister, will 
be leading the fourth gen-
eration PAP politicians’ 
government as the Prime 

Minister and the Finance 
Minister.

President Tharman Shan-
mugaratnam, 67, admin-
istered the oath to Wong, 
described by the local me-
dia as a low-key leadership 
transition.

Wong cited continuity, 
stability and the need to 
avoid disruptions as rea-
sons for not making major 
changes at the minister 
(cabinet) level.

“With all other ministers 
holding on to their portfo-
lios across the leadership 
transition from Lee Hsien 
Loong’s government to 
Wong’s, it also testifies to 
the consistency in Wong’s 
decision-making,” a Chan-
nel News Asia report said.

As violent protests and a shutter-down strike in Pakistan-
occupied Jammu Kashmir (PoJK) came to a halt following 
Islamabad’s announcement of an immediate grant of PKR 23 
billion to address demands for fair electricity pricing and sub-
sidised wheat flour, the UK based-United Kashmir People’s 
National Party (UKPNP) issued a statement reaffirming the 
region’s long-standing grievances.

In the statement, the UKPNP highlighted the decades-long 
denial of fundamental human rights, citing injustice, inequal-
ity, and systematic plundering of natural resources as endur-
ing issues.

The party condemned the eruption of violence, attributing it 
to the deployment of para-military forces such as the Punjab 
Constabulary and Frontier Constabulary, notorious for their 
alleged inhumane actions.

Reports emerged of three civilian deaths and over 100 in-
juries during firing by Pakistan Rangers and local police, as 
peaceful protests escalated following a crackdown on local 
leaders.

UKPNP expressed concern over the re-deployment of para-
military forces, fearing further suppression of the people’s 
movement. The party voiced full endorsement of the peaceful 
struggle led by the Awami Action Committee, asserting its 
pro-people and pro-peace stance.

It vehemently rejected accusations of foreign financing, dis-
missing alleged links with India, Taliban, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaaf (PTI), Baloch Liberation Army, or any purported 
Jewish lobby. Shabir Choudhry, President of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, UKPNP, condemned the dissemination of 
fake propaganda by Pakistani politicians, secret agencies, and 
media outlets. He emphasised the loss of credibility in such 
allegations, citing historical instances of baseless accusations 
against dissenting voices.

Japan and the United States 
on Wednesday signed an 
arrangement to jointly de-
velop a new type of missile 
defense system as the allies 
seek to defend against the 
growing threat of hyperson-
ic weapons, which are pos-
sessed by China and Russia 
and being tested by North 
Korea.

The project was initially 
agreed between Japan’s 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida and U.S. President 
Joe Biden at their summit 
in Washington last August. 

The Glide Sphere Intercep-
tor is planned for deploy-
ment by the mid-2030s.

Wednesday’s agreement 
determines the allocation 
of responsibility and deci-
sion-making process, a first 

major step in the project, 
Japanese defense ministry 
officials said. They hope to 
decide on Japanese contrac-
tors and start the develop-
ment process by March 
2025.
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The Islamabad High 
C o u r t  ( I H C )  o n 
Wednesday approved 

former Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan’s bail ap-
plication in the Pound 190 
million corruption case, 
Pakistan-based Dawn re-
ported.

A two-member bench, 
comprising IHC Chief Jus-
tice Aamer Farooq and 
Justice Tariq Mehmood Ja-
hangiri, had rv eserved the 
verdict on Tuesday after 
the National Accountabil-
ity Bureau’s (NAB) prosecu-
tion team and Imran Khan’s 
lawyer, Sardar Latif Khan 
Khosa, concluded their ar-
guments.

The court set  Imran 
Khan’s bail at Pakistani Ru-
pees (PKR) 1 million. Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
founder Imran Khan will 
not be released from prison 

as he is still serving out his 
sentences in the cypher 
case and the iddat case. His 
sentences in two separate 
Toshakhana cases were sus-
pended by the IHC.

In his concluding argu-
ments in the court, NAB 
Special Prosecutor Amjad 
Pervaiz said that the trial of 
Imran Khan and his spouse 
was about to conclude, ac-
cording to Dawn report.

Pervaiz said that out of 59 
prosecution witnesses, 30 
have testified so far, and the 
prosecution would reduce 
the number of remaining 
witnesses by 10 to 15 and 
produce the rest for record-
ing statements.

Amjad Pervaiz cited a 
Supreme Court judgement 
where bail petitions were 
rejected in such situations. 
In his arguments, Imran 

Khan’s lawyer, Khosa, 
termed the case baseless and 
added that there was no alle-
gation of money laundering 
by the accused.

UK’s National Crime 
Agency seized the money 
for a suspicious transaction, 
which was returned to Pak-
istan under an out-of-court 
settlement.

Khosa stated that the mon-
ey could have been retrieved 
through UK courts. Howev-
er, it would have taken time 
to complete the process. 
Khan’s lawyer said that the 
government only facilitated 
the expeditious return of the 
seized amount.

Imran and his wife, Bush-
ra Bibi, were indicted in the 
case by a Rawalpindi ac-
countability court in Febru-
ary.

In December, the Nation-
al Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) filed a corruption 
reference against Imran and 
seven others, including his 

wife, in connection with Al-
Qadir University.

The case alleges that Imran 
Khan and his wife obtained 
billions of rupees and land 
worth hundreds of kanals 
from Bahria Town Ltd for 
legalising PKR 50 billion 
that was identified and re-
turned to Pakistan by the 
UK during the previous PTI 
government, according to 
Dawn report.

The case filed by NAB al-
leged that Imran Khan, who 
is currently incarcerated in 
Adiala Jail, played a “pivotal 
role in the illicit transfer of 
funds meant for the state 
of Pakistan into an account 
designated for the payment 
of land by Bahria Town, Ka-
rachi.”

It also claimed that despite 
being given multiple oppor-
tunities to provide informa-
tion, the accused deliberate-
ly, with mala fide intention, 
did not give information on 
one pretext or another.

ISLAMABAD HIGH COURT AppROveS 
IMRAn KHAn’S BAIL AppLICATIOn 
AGENCIES
iSLAMABAd 

Imran Khan

AGENCIES
TOKYO

Sri Lanka on Wednesday said it is holding talks with India 
to set up a small arms manufacturing unit under the wider 
ambit of defence cooperation between the two countries.

“We are in discussions with India to set up a small arms 
manufacturing unit. We are in touch with our Indian 
counterparts, there is so much we can take and learn from 
India,” State Minister of Defence Premitha Bandara Ten-
nakoon said responding to a query from the media.

Discussions are ongoing (for) a joint venture in the mili-
tary industry, Tennakoon said. 

His statement comes a little more than a month after In-
dia’s High Commissioner to Sri Lanka Santosh Jha told a 
defence seminar here that New Delhi was willing to offer 
modern defence equipment to friendly partner countries 
such as Sri Lanka.

Like in other areas, India and Sri Lanka are cooperating 
closely on security and defence matters. The Indian de-
fence industry today rolls out state-of-the-art systems, ad-
vanced technologies and world class equipment, Jha had 
said on April 10. 
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A Paris Holocaust memori-
al for the French people was 
vandalised with painted red 
hands, pointing towards 
the rise of anti-semitic senti-
ments in the European na-
tion, according to The Jeru-
salem Post.

The memorial was de-
faced with painted red 
hands on Monday night, 
and the incident was re-

ported by the Shoah Memo-
rial on Tuesday.

The Holocaust Memo-
rial Foundation claims that 
hooded people vandalised 
the Wall of the Righteous 
and other nearby locations. 
According to the Shoah 
Memorial, the police have 
received a complaint, and 
an investigation is currently 
underway.

Meanwhile, on Instagram, 
the activist group Nous Viv-
rons also posted a photo of 

a Marais neighbourhood 
building covered with the 
same red hands, which 
verified the vandalism in-
cident, The Jerusalem Post 
reported.

“We are outraged by this 
cowardly and hateful act, 
regardless of the perpetra-
tors and the meaning of 
these red hands,” said the 
Shoah Memorial.

Director of the Shoah Me-
morial Jacques Fredj stated 
that the act demonstrated 

the increased need for his-
torical and educational in-

stitutions.
“We are acting against in-

tolerance and ignorance in 
a moment of confusion and 
exploitation of the history of 
the Shoah and genocides,” 
The Jerusalem Post quoted 
Fredj as saying.

“We will continue to de-
ploy and amplify our work 
in education and pedagogy 
against barbarism, against 
antisemitism and all forms 
of intolerance,” he said.

Following the incident, 
the French President, Em-
manuel Macron, in a post 

on X on Wednesday wrote, 
“Degrading the Wall of the 
Righteous Among the Na-
tions, the barrier of Enlight-
enment against Nazism, is 
to undermine the memory 
of these heroes as well as 
that of the victims of the 
Shoah.”

“The Republic, as always, 
will remain inflexible in the 
face of odious anti-Semi-
tism,” he said.

The incident of vandalism 
comes at a time when there 

are anti-Israel protests go-
ing across the world amid 
the ongoing war between 
Israel and Hamas, and the 
invasion of Gaza by the Is-
raeli military.

Meanwhile, the World 
Jewish Congress said that 
the vandalism was “shame-
ful.”

“Our societies need to 
wake up and understand 
the meaning and intentions 
behind these actions,” said 
WJC.

France: Paris Holocaust memorial vandalized with ‘blood-red hands’
TDG NeTwork
Paris 

Trump’s former lawyer wanTs him 
convicTed in ‘hush money’ case

Armed men ambush prison 
convoy to free inmate in France

A major manhunt was 
launched by the French au-
thorities on Tuesday (local 
time) after a group of hood-
ed armed men ambushed a 
prison convoy in Normandy 
to free an inmate, killing two 
guards and leaving three oth-
ers injured, CNN reported.

The incident, took place as 
the vehicle was transport-
ing a prisoner from court to 
a nearby prison, French Jus-
tice Minister Eric Dupond-
Moretti said.

Video from the scene 
showed a black SUV in 
flames that appeared to have 
crashed into a prison van 
near a motorway toll booth. 
Two hooded individuals 
could be purportedly seen 
carrying long rifles.

Notably, such violent in-
cidents are considered ex-

tremely rare for that part of 
northern France, according 
to CNN.

Dupond-Moretti told re-
porters that the incident 
was the first time a French 
prison employee had died 
while working since 1992. He 
added that two of those hurt 
sustained life-threatening 
injuries.

French President Emman-
uel Macron condemned the 
incident and said in a post on 

X that “every effort is being 
made to find the perpetrators 
of this crime so that justice 
can be done in the name of 
the French people.”

“Everything, and I mean 
everything, will be done to 
find the perpetrators of this 
heinous crime. These are 
people for whom life means 
nothing. They will be ar-
rested. They will be tried. 
And they will be punished 
for the crime they commit-

ted,” Dupond-Moretti said.
The national police in-

formed in a statement on X 
that the gunmen are still at 
large.

A manhunt is underway to 
find suspects and the inmate.

Interior Minister Gerald 
Darmanin said on X he 
has mobilized the national 
gendarmerie and “several 
hundred” police officers for 
the manhunt. Authorities 
on the scene are setting up 
roadblocks and establishing 
a perimeter, CNN reported 
citing BFMTV.

The escaped inmate has 
been identified as Mohamed 
Amra. According to the Paris 
state prosecutor Laure Bec-
cuau, he is “very well known 
to the justice system,” having 
sustained a total of 13 convic-
tions, most of which were 
related to incidences of theft 
with aggravated offenses.

TDG NeTwork
Paris 
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Leftist presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum addresses supporters during a campaign rally at Tlajomulco de Zúñiga 
in Mexico. SourCe: GeTTy IMaGeS

The canvassinG

Four-time Prime Minister of Slovakia, 
Robert Fico was wounded in a shooting 
incident on Wednesday (local time) in 
Handlova and has been hospitalised, 
reported The Slovak Spectator.

The incident took place after a govern-
ment meeting in Handlova.

Handlova is notably a mining town in 
the Trencin Region of Slovakia, where, 
the shooter fired at PM Fico, outside the 
cultural house, where a government 
meeting was held.

Multiple gunshots were heard during 
Fico’s conversation with his support-
ers outside the building, and sometime 
later Fico, while he was shot, fell to the 
ground,  The Slovak Spectator reported.

Following the shooting in Handlova, 
pro-Russian Smer MP Lubos Blaha in 
Bratislava has suspended today’s par-
liament session. He further accused the 
opposition of being responsible for the 
shooting.

Slovak PM wounded in 
shooting incident

Blinken jams with Ukrainian 
band in basement bar

Biden administration 
initiates process for  
$1 bn arms deal with Israel

World Sindhi Congress chairperson  
Rubina Shaikh elected president of UNPO

US Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken joined forces 
with a Ukrainian band on 
Tuesday night in Kyiv, de-
livering a musical message 
of support to the embattled 
nation in its conflict against 
Russia, The Washington 
Post reported.

With a left-handed guitar 
in hand, Blinken, a former 
serious rock guitarist him-
self, teamed up with a local 
band at a club Barman Dic-
tat to perform Neil Young’s 
“Rockin’ in the Free World” 
at a packed basement music 
club.

Neil Young’s “Rockin’ in 
the Free World” is a popu-
lar rock anthem released in 
1989 just before the fall of 
the Berlin Wall.

“The United States is with 
you. So much of the world 
is with you. And they’re 
fighting, not just for a free 

Ukraine, but for the free 
world. And the free world is 
with you too,” Blinken said 
before launching into the 
song alongside 19.99, a punk 
band based in Kyiv, accord-
ing to The Washington Post.

The impromptu concert, 
held at Barman Dictat, a 
music bar in central Kyiv 
designed to double as a bun-
ker in case of war, drew a 
diverse crowd, including lo-
cals and US diplomats. Ap-
plause erupted as Blinken 
belted out the chorus, “Keep 
on rockin’ in the free world.”

Blinken’s visit to the club 
capped off a day filled with 
meetings and a speech 
outlining his vision for 
Ukraine’s victory, which he 
described as securing a firm 
place in the free world.

Despite not having played 
music since the conflict be-
tween Hamas and Israel 
in October, Blinken’s mu-
sical performance served 
as a poignant reminder of 
the Biden administration’s 
unwavering support for 
Ukraine amidst escalating 
tensions with Russia. 

The Joe Biden administration 
has initiated the initial stages 
of a process to advance a new 
USD 1 billion arms deal for Is-
rael, confirmed two congres-
sional sources as reported by 
CNN on Wednesday.

Discussions have com-
menced between the State De-
partment and the House Foreign Affairs and Senate Foreign 
Relations committees regarding the potential sale, following 
an informal notification on Tuesday.

While no specific timeline has been set for official notifica-
tion to Congress, the process has begun, setting in motion the 
eventual approval process.

This move comes amidst a temporary halt in the shipment 
of 2,000-pound bombs and 500-pound bombs to Israel, with 
concerns raised about their use in densely populated areas 
such as Rafah, as reported by CNN

The proposed arms deal, valued at USD 1 billion, could in-
clude the transfer of USD 700 million in tank ammunition, 
USD 500 million in tactical vehicles, and USD 60 million 
in mortar rounds, as confirmed by one of the congressional 
sources.

The Wall Street Journal initially reported on the administra-
tion’s discussions with Congress regarding this potential sale.

World Sindhi Congress 
Chairperson Rubina Shaikh 
has been elected President of 
the Unrepresented Nations 
and Peoples Organization 
(UNPO).

Shaikh’s ascent to this piv-
otal role underscores her 
steadfast dedication to am-
plifying the voices of unrep-
resented nations and people 
worldwide.

The UNPO, established in 
1991, serves as an internation-
al membership organization 
with a diverse constituency 
of over 40 members. It pro-
vides a crucial platform for 
nations and peoples lacking 
representation in major glob-
al forums to articulate their 
concerns and champion their 
rights on the international 
stage.

The WSC, a member since 
2016, joined forces with 
UNPO to advocate for the 
self-determination of the 

Sindhi people.
Under Shaikh’s leader-

ship, the WSC has leveraged 
UNPO’s platform to raise 
awareness about the unique 
cultural identity of the Sindhi 
people and the challenges 
they confront in Pakistan.

Her election as President 
is a testament to her reso-
lute leadership and tireless 
advocacy for human rights, 
democracy, and self-determi-
nation for the Sindhi popula-
tion.

Expressing her gratitude 
for being elected as UNPO 
president, Shaikh said, “I 
am deeply honored to have 
been chosen as President of 

UNPO. I am committed to 
collaborating with all mem-
bers to ensure that the voices 
of unrepresented nations and 
peoples resonate loudly and 
clearly. Together, we can forge 
a more resilient, inclusive 
global community.”

The WSC has congratulated 
Shaikh on this well-deserved 
distinction and eagerly antici-
pates her continued success 
in advancing the missions of 
both organizations.

The World Sindhi Congress 
is a global advocacy organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting 
the rights of the Sindhi people 
and advocating for their self-
determination.
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A day after Michael 
Cohen, the erst-
while lawyer of ex-

President Donald Trump 
testified against his former 
boss, he faced an intense 
cross-examination by the 
defence lawyers in the hush 
money trial on Tuesday (lo-
cal time), CNN reported.

In one of the major take-
aways, Cohen admitted that 
he wants Trump to be con-
victed in the case.

As the fiery cross-exami-
nation started, Trump’s at-
torney Todd Blanche asked 
Cohen about comments he 
made on social media, in-
cluding one in which he said 
‘Trump belongs in a cage’.

On being asked if he want-
ed Trump to be convicted, 

Cohen answered “sure”, ac-
cording to CNN.

The former Trump aide ad-
mitted that he continued to 
pressure people like attorney 
Keith Davidson in 2018 to lie 
about the deals with Karen 
McDougal and adult film 
actress Stormy Daniels. He 
said he continued to lie “out 
of loyalty and in order to pro-
tect him (Trump).”

Recalling being raided by 
the FBI in 2018, Cohen said 
he was “concerned, despon-
dent, angry”. He claimed 
when he spoke to Trump 
about the case, he reassured 
him after which Cohen con-
tinued to be in Trump’s camp

Trump said, “’Don’t wor-
ry. I’m the president of the 
United States,’” according to 
Cohen.

Speaking about Trump, 
Cohen said he “admired 

him tremendously.” But, he 
later acknowledged that he 
changed his views about his 
former boss when Trump’s 
attorney pointed out Cohen’s 
2019 comments to Congress 
that Trump had potentially 
committed a variety of finan-
cial crimes.

Describing his fallout, Co-
hen said he pleaded guilty 
after talking to his family 
and deciding he “would not 

lie for President Trump any-
more.”

Meanwhile, Cohen will 
be the last witness to testify 
for the prosecution, CNN 
reported citing the court 
transcript.

Blanche said he expects the 
cross-examination of Cohen 
“will continue until the end 
of the day Thursday,” ac-
cording to the transcript. 
Blanche also said it is not 
clear if Trump would testify.

Earlier on Monday, Cohen, 
while testifying in the case, 
admitted that he “lied and 
bullied” on behalf of his for-
mer boss. He also said that 
Trump authorised the pay-
ment of ‘hush money’.

Notably, Trump wanted 
to end the gag order against 
him in the hush money crim-
inal trial, but it was denied 
by a New York appeals court. 

  Handlova is notably a mining town in the Trencin 
Region of Slovakia, where, the shooter fired at PM Fico, outside 
the cultural house, where a government meeting was held.
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Bollywood actors 
Shekhar Suman and 

Adhyayan Suman 
pose for a photo 

during the success 
party of their Netflix 

series ‘Heeramandi', 
in Mumbai. (ANI)

Picture Perfect

I cannot do a film 
I don't believe in, 
however safe it 
might be.

— shahid kapoor  
(Indian actor)

The latest news is that 
Jawaan actor Nayanthara 
will be seen with Malay-
alam superstar Mammoot-
ty in a Gautham Vasudev 
Menon film soon. This will 
be Tamil director Gautham 
Vasudev Menon's first Ma-
layalam film and given that 
he was a Malayali, this has 
been exciting news for fans. 
Nayanthara and Mam-
mootty have worked in a 
few films earlier and if she 
says yes to this film, she will 
be working with the Malay-
alam superstar after eight 
long years.

Tamil director Gautham 
Vasudev Menon (GVM) had 

shared the screen with Mam-
mootty in the film Bazooka. 
He had also expressed his 
wish to direct a Malayalam 
film and said in an interview, 
“I am also looking to see if I 

can direct a film next year in 
Malayalam; I am in discus-
sion with a couple of actors. 
I really want to work with 
Mammootty sir and also 
with Fahadh Faasil.”

There are unconfirmed 
reports that the project 
was being produced by the 
megastar himself, under his 
home banner Mammootty 
Kampany. 

NayaNthara Paired with 
MaMMootty for GVM filM?

MaMi filM festiVal to take Place iN october, 
PriyaNka exPresses exciteMeNt

The dates for the up-
coming edition of 
M A M I  M u m b a i 

Film Festival have been an-
nounced.

The film gala is all set to 
take place from October 19 
to October 24.

Mumbai Academy of 
Moving Image, which or-
ganises the festival annu-
ally, has invited filmmak-
ers to submit their films for 
the latest edition. The early 
bird deadline for film sub-
missions is May 31, 2024, as 
per a statement.

Talking about the festi-
val and its commitment to 
South Asian cinema, tal-
ent, and audience, Priyan-
ka Chopra, Chairperson, 
MAMI, said, "With our new 
vision at MAMI, launched 
in 2023, we've successfully 

established an ecosystem 
that highlights South Asian 
and South Asian diaspora 
films and filmmakers. As 
the landscape of cinema 
and storytelling under-
goes significant shifts, we 
firmly believe that our 
festival plays a crucial role 
in championing diverse 

narratives and facilitating 
connections between film-
makers and their audienc-
es. I'm excited to announce 
the call for entries for 2024 
and encourage filmmakers 
to submit their films to MA-
MI--a platform where we 
celebrate innovative story-
telling and every film that 

deserves global attention."
On what cinephiles can 

expect from the upcoming 
edition, Deepti DCunha, 
Artistic Director, MAMI, 
said, "We are committed to 
showcasing the finest works 
by South Asian, South Asian 
Diaspora, and International 
filmmakers. 

TDG NETWORK
mumbaI

Ram Pothineni's ‘Double ISMART' 
teaser goes viral 

Ram Pothineni and direc-
tor Puri Jagannadh are 
back with the sequel for 
their massive blockbuster 
iSmart Shankar. As the title 
suggests, the movie Double 
ISMART is going to be dou-
ble the madness to the pre-
quel. Extending birthday 
wishes to the dynamic star 
Ram, the makers dropped 
the diMAAKIKIRIKIRI 
teaser of Double ISMART.

The teaser opens with a 
voiceover that uses all the 
filthy words to describe the 
character of the protagonist 
who is now in a lab in Hy-
derabad with some scientists 
around him. Ram is back as 
Ustaad iSmart Shankar alias 
Double ISMART who flirts 
with Kiraak girls and taps 
feet for Khatarnaak beat. 
Kavya Thapar was intro-
duced as the leading lady. 
Sanjay Dutt makes a power-

ful entry as Big Bull. The last 
sequence is exceptional. Like 
for iSmart Shankar, Double 
ISMART also has a heavy 
and action-packed climax 
sequence with a spiritual 
touch. The enormous Shiva 
Linga and the massive crowd 
where the climax fight takes 
place offer goosebumps.

The teaser surely ignited 
the iSmart madness with a 
double impact. The view-

ers witness a double dose of 
action, entertainment, and 
mass elation in the clip. Puri 
Jagannadh yet again present-
ed his hero in the best stylish, 
mass, and action-packed av-
atar. The one-liners in typical 
Hyderabadi slang keep you 
entertained throughout. His 
acting is very stylish and the 
content lives up to the title 
with double action, double 
energy, and double fun. Ram 

reprised Double ISMART 
with double the flair. His en-
ergetic acting and on-screen 
charisma are exceptional.

Sanjay Dutt plays a sub-
stantial role as the antagonist 
who looks deadly, despite 
wearing stylish attires. Ka-
vya Thapar looked glamor-
ous. There is a sense of déjà 
vu to see Ali in a funny role. 
Puri and Ali indeed are a hi-
larious combination. 

'PaNchayat 3' trailer: JiteNdra, 
NeeNa-starrer to take you oN a 

roller coaster ride 

Keeping the fans on their 
toes, the much-anticipated 
'Panchayat 3' has been cre-
ating buzz ever since its an-
nouncement. Building more 
excitement among the fans, 
makers on Wednesday un-
veiled the thrilling official 
trailer.

Taking to Instagram, 
streaming platform Prime 
Video treated fans with the 
official trailer.

Along with the video, they 
captioned the post, which 
read, "We know you couldn't 
wait, so here's Panchayat's 
newest update. watch the 
trailer & get ready for #Pan-
chayatOnPrime, May 28."

The trailer sees its much-
loved returning star cast Ji-
tendra Kumar, Neena Gupta, 
Raghubir Yadav, Faisal Ma-
lik, Chandan Roy, and Sanvi-
kaa get embroiled in matters 
of the heart and politics, and 
much more.

The clip begins with a new 
'sachiv' (secretary) intro-
ducing himself to the village 
head, played by Raghubir 
Yadav. The trailer reveals Ji-
tendra Kumar as the 'sachiv' 
transfer has been postponed, 

and he will continue to serve 
the people of Phulera.

Kumar's character tries to 
stay away from the local poli-
tics of Phulera village. How-
ever, the villagers prepare for 
the election of the 'pradhan'.

'Panchayat 3' chronicles the 
life of Abhishek, an urban 
engineering graduate, who 
joins as a Panchayat secretary 
in a remote village Phulera of 
Uttar Pradesh due to a lack of 
better job options.

Created by The Viral Fever, 
'Panchayat S3' is directed by 
Deepak Kumar Mishra and 
written by Chandan Kumar. 
It will premiere in Hindi, 
with dubs in Tamil, Telugu, 
Malayalam, and Kannada.

Recently, the makers of 
'Panchayat 3' announced the 
release date of the TV series.

The light-hearted enter-
tainer is all set to return with 
the new season on May 28.

Earlier, on expanding the 
'Panchayat' franchise, Man-
ish Menghani, director - con-
tent licensing, at Prime Vid-
eo India, said, "Panchayat is 
one of the most loved Indian 
Amazon Originals, resonat-
ing not only with audiences 
in India but also across the 
globe. 

'war is coMiNG': look at 
iNtriGuiNG New trailer of 

'house of the draGoN seasoN 2'

TDG NETWORK 
WashIngton

Makers of the 'House of the 
Dragon' season 2 treated 
fans with an intriguing 
new trailer.

Taking to X, HBO re-
leased the official trailer 
on Tuesday and captioned 
the post, which read, 
"Raise your banners. The 
official trailer is here. June 
16 on @StreamOnMax. 
#HOTDS2."

The first season 'House 
Of The Dragon' ended on 
a high note with Lucerys's 
death, which planted the 
seeds of conflict between 
the Red and Green coun-
cils of House Targaryens. 
The second season will re-
sume with the aftermath of 
the incident and mark the 
beginning of the civil war, 
as per The Hollywood Re-
porter.

This second season of 
'House of the Dragon' is 
based on George RR Mar-
tin's novel 'Fire & Blood'.

The season 2 trailer re-
veals that war has been 
officially declared! Queen 
Mother Alicent wants 
her son Aegon to rule 
the throne, but the late 
King Viserys designated 
Rhaenyra the true heir. 
Although Alicent has the 
power of the realm and the 
support of her house, the 
Hightower, House Velary-
on, will support Rhaenyra.

Prince Daemon and the 
usurper King Aegon are 
in the mood for war. It ap-
pears that the Queens have 
yet to unleash their wrath 
and are attempting to es-
cape the inevitable war. In 
the video, Rhaenyra says, 
"War is coming, and nei-
ther of us can win."

PriMe Video reNews 'the 
boys' for seasoN fiVe

JacQueliNe ferNaNdez to atteNd 
caNNes filM festiVal 2024

Streaming service Prime 
Video on Friday renewed the 
critically-acclaimed series 
“The Boys” for a fifth season.

The season five order 
for the satirical superhero 
comes weeks ahead of the 
fourth season's debut on 
Prime Video, a press release 
said.

Created by Erik Kripke, 
“The Boys” is based on The 
New York Times best-selling 
comic by Garth Ennis and 
Darick Robertson, and fol-
lows the eponymous team 
of vigilantes as they combat 
superpowered individuals 
who abuse their abilities.

The show's fourth sea-
son will start streaming on 
Prime Video with three epi-
sodes on June 13, followed by 
the release of a new episode 
each week, ending with the 
epic season finale on July 18.

"In Season Four, the world 
is on the brink. Victoria 
Neuman is closer than ever 
to the Oval Office and under 
the muscly thumb of Home-
lander, who is consolidating 
his power. Butcher, with 
only months to live, has lost 
Becca’s son and his job as 
The Boys’ leader. The rest of 
the team are fed up with his 
lies. With the stakes higher 
than ever, they have to find 
a way to work together and 
save the world before it’s too 
late," the official logline read.

"The Boys" features an en-
semble cast of Karl Urban, 
Jack Quaid, Antony Starr, 
Erin Moriarty, Jessie T Ush-
er, Laz Alonso, Chace Craw-
ford, Tomer Capone, Karen 
Fukuhara, Colby Minifie, 
Claudia Doumit, and Cam-
eron Crovetti. Season Four 
also will welcome Susan 
Heyward, Valorie Curry, 
and Jeffrey Dean Morgan to 
the cast.

Actor Jacqueline Fernandez 
is all set to mark her pres-
ence at the ongoing Cannes 
Film Festival.

Excited to walk the red 
carpet, Jacqueline said, "I 
am super excited to go to the 
Cannes Film Festival once 
again this year, this time in 
association with BMW and 
I cannot wait for it. It feels 
great to represent the South-
east Asian diaspora at a glob-
al level, and it's an honour 
to walk the prestigious red 
carpet where many legends 
have already walked."

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, 
the Bharat Pavilion was in-
augurated at the festival.

Representing the country, 
Secretary, Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcast-

ing, Sanjay Jaju along with 
Jawed Ashraf, Ambassador 
of India to France, attended 
the event.

Hosted each year at the 
prestigious Cannes Film Fes-
tival by the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry, Gov-
ernment of India, Bharat's 
participation is spearheaded 
by the National Film Devel-
opment Corporation as the 
nodal agency and FICCI as 
the industry partner.

The pavilion marks India's 
continued commitment to 
showcasing its rich cine-
matic heritage and fostering 
international collaborations 
with the global film frater-
nity. Many states/UTs like 
Jammu & Kashmir, Karna-
taka, Goa and Maharashtra, 
among others, are represent-
ing India at the Cannes Film 
Market this year.
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shabaNa azMi awarded 
‘freedoM of the city of loNdoN’

Veteran actor Shabana 
Azmi has been honoured 
with the 'Freedom of the 
City of London' award for 
her outstanding contribu-
tion to Indian cinema and 
as a campaigner for wom-
en's rights. The actress was 
in London to celebrate her 
50 years in cinema at the 
annual UK Asian Film Fes-
tival (UKAFF). During this, 
she received the honour at 
this function. For the un-
versed, this award is given 
for outstanding contribu-
tions in 'I am grateful for this 
recognition', says Shabana.

After receiving the hon-
our in London, she said, 'I 
feel extremely honoured to 
receive the Freedom of the 
City of London award. It is 

a testament to the power of 
cinema and activism that we 
are able to cross boundaries 
and make a meaningful im-
pact on society.' The veteran 
actor also added that she's 
grateful for this recognition 
and is committed to always 
using my voice and plat-
form to advocate for positive 
change.

Shabana Azmi's post on 
Instagram The veteran ac-
tor also took to her Insta-
gram profile to post a photo 
while receiving the honour. 
"Overwhelmed to receive 
the oldest award in London 
the Freedom To City award 
bestowed by the London 
Corporation at Guld hall on 
10th May 2024. Previous 
recipients are #Nelson Man-
dela, #Stephen Hawkin and 
#Florence Nightingale," read 
her caption. 

TDG NETWORK
mumbaI 

TDG NETWORK
neW delhI

TDG NETWORK
neW delhI 

TDG NETWORK
neW delhI 

TDG NETWORK
neW delhI 



auto & tech the daily guardian review
thursday |  16 may 2024
new delhi14

EmpowEring Your EV JournEY: StratEgiES 
for CoSt-EffECtiVE Long-DiStanCE traVEL

BaJaJ puLSar nS400 firSt riDE rEViEw
SYED SHIRAZ SHAH 

The advent of the electric ve-
hicle revolution began more 
than a century ago, with 
those first attempts driven 
by a mere need to experi-
ment. Even though interest 
waned in the years that fol-
lowed, the recent resurgence 
of the electric vehicle manu-
facturing space stems from 
many reasons, including the 

need for the urgent global 
switch from fossil fuels to 
renewable energy and avail-
ability of more cost-effective 
technology for production. 

However, the attention is 
slowly shifting to the cost 
of driving an EV. Afterall, 
the world is gradually and 
steadily replacing much of 
their combustion engines 
with EVs, leading to a surge 
in global EV registrations. 
As of 2023, there were 
26 million units on roads 

across the globe, with pro-
jections suggesting it’ll hit 
77 million by 2025. There 
is a growing consciousness 
within the automobile space 
and among EV owners that, 
perhaps, battery-powered 
vehicles offer a road trip ad-
vantage. Many EVs can go on 
for hundreds of kilometers, 
but you need to plan the trip 
in a way that is cost effective, 
eco-friendly and sustainable.

Hitting tHe road on 
a budget
The first thing to do is to 
properly ideate your trip. Al-
though charging stations are 
springing up in a plethora of 
locations in many countries 
of the world- including In-
dia- this is still largely de-
pendent on density, the EV 
population of the area, the 
nature of the route, how 

busy the route gets, and the 
presence of any other fa-
cilities, such as restaurants, 
malls, parks, etc. Charging 
up an EV takes a longer time 
than fuelling up a regular 
car, so it’s important to plan 
the journey in a way that 
helps maximise your time 
while you’re charging.

Taking advantage of free or 
discounted charging stations 
is another way to embark on 
that long trip on a budget. 
You’ll find some malls and 

mega supermarkets offer-
ing discounted charging to 
customers. Perhaps, topping 
up your battery power to 
the maximum at any of such 
places before taking off can 
cut down your trip expenses 
significantly. If you’ll need 
to make a stop at night dur-
ing the trip, use a hotel with 
a charging facility, which 
would most likely be free or 
discounted for the guests.

Using mobile apps to plan 

your route can also help 
point you to the right plac-
es to charge your EV, save 
some time, and have a more 
fulfilling ride. This will en-
sure that you find charging 
stations when the need to 
charge your EV arises, and 
that charging is cost effec-
tive. Thankfully, India’s EV 
charging companies are rac-
ing with time and putting in 
place the necessary charging 
infrastructure to support EV 
penetration in the country. 

As of February 2024, India 
had more than 12,100 public 
EV charging stations across 
its cities, with a target to 
raise the number to 18,000 
by 2030.

Furthermore, it is impor-
tant to understand how EVs 
work. There’s a misconcep-
tion that driving slowly con-
serves battery power. While 
slower speeds do reduce bat-
tery consumption, the trade-
off is prolonged travel time. 
It’s best to go at mid-speed, 
preferably within a range 
of 60 to 80 miles per hour, 
especially when going on a 
long trip.

Leveraging en-
ergy efficiency 
for Long-distance 
trips

Overall and, perhaps, the 
most important informa-
tion to note when consider-
ing an EV for long-distance 
travel is its energy efficiency. 
Compared to fuel, it is more 
cost effective to use an EV. 
Besides, it is cleaner and 
safer to the environment to 
use an EV because it is pow-
ered by renewable energy. 
Beyond the economic and 
environmental benefits of 
electric vehicles, savvy trav-
ellers armed with the right 
information can uncover 
numerous ways to cut costs 
on extended journeys.

Maruti Suzuki launcheS the new Swift! 
Maruti Suzuki has 

launched the new Swift 
in India, and, like our 
earlier stories, even this 
won’t be a press-release 
copy-paste but a care-
ful overview, including 
a few crucial bits of in-
formation you won’t get 
anywhere else.

exterior
All the body panels 

are new and so are the 
bumpers, front grille, 
and alloy wheels. The 
headlights are LED pro-
jector units; and the boo-
merang shaped DRLs 
under the smoked glass 
are obviously LEDs too. 
Maruti says the rear 
gets LED combination 
lamps. What they mean 
by “combination” here 
is anyone’s guess (LED-
halogen combination or 
dual-function lights?). I 
shall address this when I 
review the car. 

My favourite change 
on the outside has to be 
the rear-door handles 
returning to their “nor-
mal” position. Thank 
you, Maruti. Another 
thoughtful touch is the 
provision of a request 
sensor (for keyless entry) 
on the front passenger 
door as well.

There are six colour op-
tions: Blue, Orange, Red, 
White, Grey, and Silver. 
Plus, you may have your 
Blue, Red, or White Swift 
with a black roof.

interiors 
Maruti says the cabin 

has a fresh layout with 
‘centre floating design’ for 

the dashboard. There’s a 
lot of piano-black finish 
(high time manufactur-
ers got rid of it!) as well 
along with satin matt sil-
ver inserts. The instru-
ment-cluster dials are 
asymmetrical and Maruti 
claims that the driver-
oriented dashboard has 
an 8-degree tilt. That’s 
one thing I can take their 
word for without even 
seeing the car as the Swift 
has always been a sporty 
hatchback.

There’s cruise control; 
Maruti’s 9-inch Smart-
play Pro+ infotainment 
system with wireless 
connectivity for both Ap-
ple and Android phones, 
wireless charging, and 
fast charging ports for 
rear seat occupants, who 
now get their AC vents 
too.

engine & suspen-
sion 

The new Swift now gets 
a three-pot 1197 cc Z-Se-
ries motor with a claimed 
output of 60 kW (81.58 
PS) @5700 rpm and 111.7 
Nm @4300 rpm. Maruti 
says that there’s now an 
electric water pump for 
optimal engine cooling 
and a Lambda air-flow 
sensor for up to 12% low-
er CO2 emissions, leading 
to a fuel efficiency figure 
of up to 25.75 km/l, which 
is an improvement of 14% 
over its predecessor. 

Maruti haven’t specified 
if the gearboxes (manual 
and AGS) are the same or 
new, but they have men-
tioned that the clutch op-
eration is now hydraulic. 
For those not in the know, 
while the erstwhile Swift 
diesel had a hydrauli-
cally operated clutch, the 

Swift petrol was still run-
ning on a cable-operated 
clutch. 

The company states that 
the suspension is all-new 
but doesn’t mention the 
changes. 

safety
This is the best part. 

Now, all Swift variants 
come with six airbags, 
Hill Hold, ESP, ABS with 
EBD and Brake Assist, 
and 3-point seat belts for 
all seats with reminders. 
Maruti also claims that 
the reverse camera now 
provides a wider view. 

price 
The price of the new 

Swift  starts at  INR 
6,49,000 and goes up to 
INR  9,64,500 (all pric-
es, ex-showroom). The 
deliveries have already 
started.

SYED SHIRAZ SHAH

This motorcycle is 
actually called the 
NS400Z, but I've de-

liberately removed the "Z" 
because its presence wasn't 
making any sense. The bike 
should've been called just 
"NS400" and that's how it's 
going to be in this article. 

I need to also set the record 
straight here with respect 
to what everyone has re-
ported about its design and 
technical bits. Almost every 
analyst, reviewer, YouTuber, 
enthusiast, their uncles, and 
their nephews and nieces, 
who believe that this Pulsar 
should've looked different 
than the NS200, are abso-
lutely wrong. Bajaj already 
has a differently designed 
Pulsar 400. It's called the 
Dominar. An NS has to look 
like an NS, so full marks to 
the designers for not dilut-
ing its identity.

However, there are more 
reasons for the similarity in 
appearance. The NS200 is 
the company's most popular 
"Pulsar" not only in India, 
but globally too. Therefore, it 
was sheer common sense for 
Bajaj to make an NS400 and 
not, say, an N400. It's an-
other matter altogether that 
people would've still said the 
same thing (that it looks like 
the N250), and they'd still be 

wrong. Why? Because that's 
not how design works. 

A motorcycle has to con-
form to the design language 
of the particular series it be-
longs to, irrespective of its cu-
bic capacity. It's mostly a case 
of "form following function" 
and not because it's conve-
nient. So, a Yamaha YZF has 
to be designed in a certain 
manner to ensure that it stays 
true to its ethos, and the same 
goes for the BMW GS series. 
That's also how manufactur-
ers ensure their vehicles look 
like they belong to the same 
family. In fact, you'll find that 
all mainstream motorcycle 
manufacturers do that, ex-
cept Hero MotoCorp, whose 

stable looks like an orphan-
age—that's great if you're 
an NGO, but not if you're a 
motorcycle manufacturer. 
Except the Splendors, none 
of Hero's products are im-
mediately distinguishable as 
Heros (no pun intended)...

Therefore,  while the 
NS400's design is similar 
enough to keep the lineage 
intact, there are subtle ele-
ments that tell those with a 
keen eye that, yes, this is in-
deed the biggest sibling in the 
NS family. The whole head-
lamp housing is different; 
the tank extensions had to be 
redesigned to accommodate 
the radiator; the 200 has al-
ways had clip-ons, whereas 
the 400 gets a single piece 
handlebar, that too hydro-
formed, and not a pressed 
unit like on the Dominar; the 
USD fork is thicker (as com-
pared to the 200's), and so is 
the swingarm. Most impor-
tantly, the perimeter frame 
on the NS400 has been 
lifted from the Dominar and 
not from the NS200. Why? 
Because, on the Dominar, 
it was reinforced (further 
strengthened) to take the 373 
cc engine, and that's exactly 

the setup the NS400 also 
gets. Of course, the head-
stock is different because the 
NS400 is a street fighter (NS 
stands for "Naked Sports"), 
and not a sport tourer like 
the Dominar 400. What's 
even more interesting is that 
the NS400's steering geom-
etry is sharper than even 
the NS200's! That, coupled 
to the shorter swingarm, 
has resulted in a wheel-
base that's shorter than not 
only the Dominar's but the 
NS200's as well. It's needed 
too, because, a naked sport 

should be quick on its feet, 
and I'm happy to report that 
the NS400 is indeed an agile 
motorcycle. It's not a Duke 
though. It can't be, at this 
price. It doesn't have to be, 
either.

See, the good chaps at Bajaj 
ensure that, in addition to 
riding in the city, highways, 
ghats, etc., we get to ride their 
motorcycles at their Chakan 
track as well so that we can 
test the bikes' limits without 
killing ourselves. The idea 
is to provide a safe envi-
ronment to us for testing; it 

doesn't automatically imply 
that the bike under test is a 
track-focussed specimen. I 
must also add here that even 
the most hardcore track-ori-
ented motorcycles seldom 
see trackdays in India. The 
real test of any motorcycle 
in India is out there on the 
road, in the real world, and 
that's where the NS400 
truly shines! 

The suspension, which be-
comes overwhelmed by hard 
cornering on the track, gets 
in its own element in the city. 
It enjoys hammering the bad 

roads into submission and 
you'd rarely find any road 
irregularities big enough to 
unsettle this bike on the road 
or off it. 

In other words, it's quick to 
turn for a naked 400, but it's 
not quite confident at high 
speed cornering. That's a 
small price to pay for the fan-
tastic ride quality, which will 
matter the most to its poten-
tial owners. Also, despite the 
short wheelbase and sharp 
steering geometry, it stayed 
planted as a rock at a speedo 

indicated 166 km/h, where 
the GPS showed 154 km/h—
which also happens to be the 
top speed claimed by Bajaj. 
The claimed 0–100 km/h 
time is 6.9 s and in my soli-
tary attempt, I could achieve 
a time of 7.4 s. I am 500 per 
cent sure that I can match, or 
even better, 6.9 s with a few 
more runs...

The NS400 will also be 
good for touring. Despite 
getting an additional tooth 
in the rear sprocket, this bike 
sits at just around 5,200 rpm 
in 6th at a speedo-indicated 
100 km/h, and there are al-
most zero vibrations at this 
point. It definitely is a nice 
city bike too with good ma-
neuverability, tractability, 
ride modes (which also vary 
ABS intensity), traction con-
trol, and adjustable levers. I 
just wish the engine didn't 
feel this rough at city speeds. 
NO, it's not vibey. It just 
FEELS rough. But it won't 
be a decision breaker for 
anyone, especially when you 
consider that this is the most 
powerful motorcycle (40 
PS) you can buy right now 
for under two lakh rupees 
(ex-showroom). The com-
petitors mostly sell their 20 
PS motorcycles at this price.. 
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L to R: Mr. Hisashi Takeuchi, MD & CEO, and Mr. Partho Banerjee, Senior Executive Officer, 
Marketing & Sales, MSIL

ragHav arora

Overall and, perhaps, the 
most important information 
to note when considering an 
EV for long-distance travel 
is its energy efficiency.
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Counterfeiting is a 
longstanding issue 
in global economies, 

including India, under-
mining trust in brands and 
posing risks to consumers 
and businesses. However, 
digital innovations have 
emerged as powerful tools 
in this battle, aided by In-
dia’s Digital India initiative, 
which has connected over 
half a billion users. The 
Country Digital Adoption 
Index showcases India’s re-
markable 90% increase in 
its digital score since 2014, 
indicating significant prog-
ress towards a digitally em-
powered society. With in-
creased internet usage and 
affordable smartphones, 
digital platforms offer an 
ideal environment for rais-
ing awareness about coun-
terfeit goods and educating 
consumers.

Collaboration between 
the public and private sec-
tors is crucial in leverag-
ing technology to combat 
counterfeiting. By employ-
ing blockchain, RFID, and 
artificial intelligence, robust 
authentication systems can 
be established throughout 
supply chains. Blockchain, 

especially, enables trans-
parent and tamper-proof 
supply networks. RFID 
tags and smartphone ap-
plications with AI-powered 
image recognition facilitate 
real-time tracking and 
authentication of goods, 
empowering consumers to 
make informed decisions.

Government initiatives 
such as the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) and unique 
product identification num-
bers streamline supply 
chains and enhance trace-
ability, making it harder for 
counterfeiters to operate. 
Stringent regulations and 
enforcement mechanisms 

by the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry and the 
Department for Promotion 
of Industry and Internal 
Trade contribute to a more 
transparent marketplace. 
Collaboration with inter-
national organizations like 
INTERPOL and the World 
Customs Organization aids 
in combating cross-border 
counterfeiting.

Industry collaboration is 
essential for sharing best 
practices and investing in 
anti-counterfeiting technol-
ogies. However, challenges 
like ensuring widespread 
adoption of digital authen-
tication, addressing infra-

structure limitations, and 
mitigating cybersecurity 
risks persist. Continuous 
research and innovation 
are needed to stay ahead of 
counterfeiters’ tactics.

Investing in research 
and development, foster-
ing collaboration between 
government, industry, and 
academia, and empowering 
consumers with knowledge 
and tools are crucial steps 
towards building a resil-
ient and counterfeit-free 
economy in India.

The author is the President at 
Authentication Solution Pro-
viders’ Association.

The Role of DigiTal innovaTion in CReaTing 
a CounTeRfeiTing-fRee eConomy in inDia
Mr. Manoj Kochar

 VasudeVa rao Munnaluri

 Mr. sharan Maini

In a monumental stride 
towards democratizing 
education, Physics Wal-
lah (PW), India’s fore-
most ed-tech platform, 
has pioneered the largest 
virtual classrooms in the 
nation, accommodating 
an astounding 60,000 
to 100,000 students per 
class. With a vision to 
make quality education 
accessible to every stu-
dent, PW has leveraged 
cutting-edge technology 
to transcend geographical 
barriers, ensuring learn-
ing reaches even the re-
motest corners of Bharat.

PW conducts a stag-
gering 200 live lectures 
daily, offering both live 
and recorded formats to-
taling 1,800 lectures per 
day. This extensive reach 
serves over 200,000 
concurrent live users, so-
lidifying PW’s position as 
the largest virtual learn-
ing platform in India. But 
it’s not just about scale; 
PW emphasizes hyper-
personalizing learning 
experiences through the 

integration of AI. Vineet 
Govil, Chief Technology 
& Product Officer, asserts, 
“Our vision is to make 
quality education acces-
sible to every student, 
irrespective of their loca-
tion or socio-economic 
background.”

The integration of AI is 
not merely a buzzword for 

PW; it’s a transformative 
tool shaping individual 
learning paths for each 
student. PW’s indige-
nously built Alakh AI ed-
ucation suite dynamically 
analyzes various parame-
ters to tailor personalized 

learning experiences. This 
suite doesn’t just stop at 
personalization; it active-
ly resolves 75% of student 
doubts in real-time during 
online classes, significant-
ly enhancing the learning 
journey.

Despite managing a vast 
scale, PW ensures op-
timal performance and 

inclusivity. Recognizing 
the challenges posed by 
rural connectivity, PW 
introduced a low-data 
mode on their app, reduc-
ing internet consumption 
by up to 80%. This inno-
vation ensures that stu-
dents in remote areas can 
consistently access quality 
education, fostering inclu-
sivity in education.

PW’s commitment to in-
clusivity extends beyond 
technological advance-
ments. It has reached 98% 
of India’s pin codes and is 
teaching girls in 605 out 

of 766 districts, contribut-
ing to gender inclusivity in 
education. Additionally, 
PW educates 4.3 million 
students for free across 
83 YouTube channels 
and an additional 2.8 mil-
lion through its app. This 
dedication to providing 
free quality education has 
led to significant socio-

economic progress, with 
PW’s educational access 
contributing to the emer-
gence of first-generation 
doctors and engineers in 
over 500 villages.

The journey of Physics 
Wallah is one of continu-
ous innovation and ex-
pansion. From its humble 
beginnings as a YouTube 
channel in 2014 to achiev-
ing Unicorn status in 
2022, PW has become 
synonymous with quality 
education in India. To-
day, it boasts more than 
27 lakh paid students and 
1 crore downloads on the 
PW App. With an expan-
sive presence across 28 
test prep categories and a 
skilling vertical, PW is not 
just an ed-tech platform; 
it’s a lifelong learning 
partner for students, em-
powering them through-
out their educational tra-
jectory.

Behind this revolution 
are visionary leaders like 
Vineet Govil, Chief Tech-
nology & Product Of-
ficer, along with Devesh 
Mishra, Chief Technol-
ogy Officer, and Varun 
Agarwal, Vice President-
Product. Their collective 
commitment to innova-
tion and improving the 
learning experience for 
students has propelled 
PW to the forefront of the 
Indian education land-
scape.

As PW continues to re-
define education in India, 
its journey serves as a bea-
con of hope for millions, 
reaffirming the transfor-
mative power of technol-
ogy in democratizing ac-
cess to quality education.

India has navigated a remarkable 
journey in the realm of electronics 
manufacturing, transitioning from 
a primarily local participant to a sig-
nificant global player. The evolution 
of India’s role in this sector reflects a 
confluence of factors—economic re-
forms, technological advancements, 
policy initiatives, and a mushrooming 
market demand—that have propelled 
the country into a pivotal position in 
the global electronics landscape.

In the not-so-distant past, India 
was largely viewed as a consumer of 
electronic goods, heavily reliant on 
imports to meet domestic demands. 
However, recognizing the potential 
of the electronics industry and the 
disruptions faced in supply chains 
during the Covid-19 era, the govern-
ment initiated a series of reforms and 
policy measures aimed at fostering 
indigenous manufacturing and at-
tracting foreign investments. The key 
moment arrived with the introduc-
tion of the ‘Make in India’ campaign, 
which sought to transform India into 
a manufacturing hub across various 
sectors, including electronics.

One of the critical components of 
India’s transformation has been its 
focus on creating an enabling envi-
ronment for electronics manufactur-
ing. The implementation of initiatives 
like the Production-Linked Incentive 

(PLI) Scheme specifically targeted the 
electronics sector, offering financial 
incentives to companies manufac-
turing electronic components and 
products within the country. These 
incentives played a pivotal role in at-
tracting global technology giants to set 
up manufacturing units in India.

Moreover, the government’s em-
phasis on skill development and fos-
tering innovation through programs 
like Skill India and Start-up India has 
bolstered the country’s capabilities 
in designing and developing cutting-
edge electronic products. This focus 
on nurturing talent and fostering an 
entrepreneurial ecosystem has fur-
ther propelled India’s evolution in the 
electronics sector.

India’s journey to becoming a key 
player in electronics manufacturing 
has also been underpinned by the rise 
of the local market. The country’s bur-
geoning population, characterized by 
a tech-savvy and digitally connected 
demographic, has created a substan-
tial domestic demand for electronic 
devices. This burgeoning market not 
only attracts manufacturers but also 
serves as a testbed for innovation and 
product development tailored to lo-
cal preferences. Furthermore, India’s 
strategic geographical location and its 
growing network of free trade agree-
ments have positioned it as an attrac-
tive destination for companies look-
ing to establish manufacturing bases, 

serving both the domestic market and 
facilitating exports to neighbouring 
regions.

The shift towards local manufactur-
ing has not only reduced the depen-
dency on imports but has also paved 
the way for India to emerge as a global 
exporter of electronic goods. The 
country’s capabilities in manufactur-
ing smartphones, consumer electron-
ics, and components

 have gained international recogni-
tion, leading to an increase in exports 
and a reduction in the trade deficit in 
the electronics sector.

Looking ahead, India’s trajectory in 
electronics manufacturing appears 
promising. With ongoing efforts to en-
hance infrastructure, strengthen sup-
ply chains, and promote research and 
development, India is poised to solidi-
fy its position as a global powerhouse 
in the electronics industry. However, 
challenges such as infrastructural 
gaps, technological upgradation, and 
global competition remain, necessitat-
ing continuous innovation and strate-
gic collaborations to sustain and aug-
ment this growth trajectory.

As the country continues on this 
trajectory, leveraging its strengths 
and addressing challenges, it is set to 
play an increasingly influential role in 
shaping the future of the global elec-
tronics industry.

The author is the Director Operations – 
Veira Group.

PW revolutionizes Indian education with 
largest virtual classrooms and AI integration

fRom loCal To global: inDia’s evoluTion as 
a key playeR in eleCTRoniCs manufaCTuRing

Amidst a period marked by 
swift technological progres-
sions, Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) emerges as a paradigm-
shifting entity that possesses 
the capacity to fundamen-
tally reshape numerous in-
dustries, including higher 
education. The impact of 
AI on higher education is 
a pressing concern for aca-
demic institutions globally. 
Responses vary from moni-
toring students’ interaction 
with ChatGPT to appointing 
an AI czar, and utilizing AI 
as a catalyst for transforma-
tive change. It is rendering 
one-size-fits-all methodolo-
gies in education obsolete. 
Through the utilisation of 
machine learning algorithms 
and data analytics, academic 
establishments have the abil-
ity to customise learning ex-
periences in accordance with 
students’ unique require-
ments and learning pref-
erences. Real-time assess-
ment of students’ strengths 
and deficiencies by adaptive 
learning systems enables 
the provision of individual-
ised recommendations and 
interventions that enhance 
the students’ educational 
experience. 

Tools and technologies 
driven by AI are funda-
mentally transforming 
conventional instructional 
approaches and the dynam-
ics of classrooms. Instant 
support for both students 
and educators can be ren-
dered by virtual assistants 
and chatbots outfitted with 
natural language processing 
capabilities. These tools are 
capable of responding to in-
quiries, providing feedback, 
and facilitating interactive 
learning experiences. More-
over, AI-powered content 
generation tools have the 
potential to aid instructors 

in the production of supe-
rior instructional materials 
and evaluations, thereby 
conserving resources and 
time while guaranteeing the 
pertinence and availability of 
the content. The utilisation 
of augmented reality and 
virtual reality technologies 
enhances the educational 
process by completely en-
grossing learners in im-
mersive and interactive en-
vironments.  In addition, 
institutions can optimise 
resource allocation, forecast 
future enrolment trends, 
and improve overall institu-
tional effectiveness with the 
assistance of predictive ana-
lytics. Through the utilisa-
tion of AI-powered insights, 
higher education institutions 
have the capacity to aug-
ment student success rates, 
elevate graduation rates, 
and cultivate a nurturing 
learning environment that 
is conducive to scholastic 
accomplishments. 

AI is  fundamentally 
transforming the academic 
research and innovation 
domain by empowering 
scholars to address intricate 
challenges and investigate 
uncharted territories in sci-
ence, technology, and other 
fields. The utilisation of AI-
driven data analysis tools 
expedites the discovery 

and development of novel 
concepts in a wide range of 
fields by facilitating the pro-
cessing and interpretation 
of massive datasets. Algo-
rithms for natural language 
processing enable scientists 
to efficiently analyse exten-
sive collections of scholarly 
literature, extract signifi-
cant findings, and generate 
hypotheses. As a result, this 
promotes interdisciplin-
ary cooperation and the ex-
change of knowledge. In ad-
dition, researchers are able 
to optimise experimental 
designs, forecast outcomes, 
and simulate complex phe-
nomena with the assistance 
of AI-powered simulation 
models and predictive mod-
elling techniques. This con-
tributes to the advancement 
of scientific knowledge and 
the promotion of ground-
breaking innovations. 

And finally, AI possesses 
the capability to bridge the 
divide between learners and 
educational opportunities. 
Online learning platforms 
that are driven by AI algo-
rithms provide learners 
with cost-effective, scalable, 
and adaptable alternatives 
to conventional physical in-
stitutions, thereby enhanc-
ing the global accessibility of 
education. Adaptive learn-
ing technologies powered 

by artificial intelligence ac-
commodate a wide range 
of learning preferences and 
requirements, enabling stu-
dents from all walks of life 
to pursue their academic 
objectives at their preferred 
speed and convenience. In 
addition, language transla-
tion tools powered by arti-
ficial intelligence promote 
cross-cultural exchange and 
multilingual education by 
eliminating linguistic barri-
ers and nurturing interna-
tional cooperation in educa-
tion and research.

Without a doubt, AI pos-
sesses tremendous potential 
as a paradigm-shifting force 
in higher education, reshap-
ing approaches to teaching 
and learning, democratis-
ing access to educational 
opportunities, promoting 
research and innovation, 
and augmenting student 
success. Universities and col-
leges can empower students 
to flourish in the digital age 
by leveraging the potential of 
technology to deliver inclu-
sive, captivating, and effi-
cient learning environments 
through their adoption of the 
progression of artificial intel-
ligence.

The author is the Assistant 
Professor at FORE School of 
Management.

Embracing the Evolution: 5 Transformative Ways 
Artificial Intelligence Will Reshape Higher Education
 Prof. TaVishi Tewary

L-R: Devesh Mishra (Chief Technology Officer PW), Vineet Govil (Chief Technology and Product 
Officer PW), Varun Agarwal (Vice President- Product)

•  Focused on Hyper-Per-
sonalizing Learning with 
AI Integration in Mega 
Online Classrooms

•  Empowering Students by 
Making Education Acces-
sible Across the Nation 



World number seven Eri-
gaise Arjun started his 
campaign on a positive 
note, outplaying Eltaj Sa-
farli of Azerbaijan in the 
first round of the Sharjah 
Masters chess tournament 
here.Indian Grandmasters 
Aravindh Chithamabaram 
and P Iniyan also started on 
the winning side defeating 
compatriot Bharath Subra-
maniyam and Irani Pouya of 
Iran respectively in the USD 
52000 prize money tourna-
ment considered as one of the 
strongest open of the world.

Besides the three Indian 
winners two young players 
having Indian origin � Ab-
himanyu Mishra of United 
States and lowest seed 
Shreyas Royal of England 
also recorded victories at the 
expense of Raja Ritvik and 
Rinat Jumabayev of Kazakh-
stan respectively.

It was generally a tough 
day for the higher seeded 
players as they conceded a 
lot of draws. The strength of 
the tournament became clear 
on the opening day itself with 

just 18 decisive games out of 
total 44.

Arjun though was relent-
less and capitalized on a 
strategic middle game error 
from Safarli who suffered for 
the rest of the game.

A Najdorf by the Azerbai-
jani as black was met with 
the Classical treatment and 
Arjun gained the upper 
hand when Safarli went for 
unwarranted complications 
giving Arjun a dangerous 
passed pawn in the middle 
game. Arjun marched his 
pawn to the seventh rank 
collected a rook for a knight 
and cruised through.

Chithambaram gave a nice 
lesson on the Bishop pair ad-
vantage to Subramaniyam. 
Chithambaram sacrificed  

a pawn early in the queen 
pawn opening and regained 
it later in the middle game 
with a decent advantage. The 
Bishop pair hardly moved 
but controlled key squares 
for any counterplay.

Iniyan also played a fine 
game to beat Idani Pouya. 
It was another Queen pawn 
game of the day wherein Ini-
yan got a queen side pawn 
majority when the dust 
settled. The Iranian was left 
shocked in a difficult but de-
fendable Knight and pawns 
endgame when Iniyan 
spotted this brilliant tactic 
through a knight sacrifice. 
The game lasted 49 moves.

Amongst other Indians in 
the fray, S L Narayanan had 
to split the point with Turk-
ish Sanal Vahap while young 
Turk Yagiz Kaan Erdogmus 
held Nihal Sarin to a credit-
able draw.

The lone Indian women in 
the fray, GM D Harika got 
off to a good start holding 
Manuel Petrosyan of Ar-
menia but Leon Luke Men-
donca, the winner of this 
year›s Tata Steel Challenger 
went down to Polish Marcin 

Krzyzanowski. Eight rounds 
still remain in the 88-player 
tournament.

Indian results round 1 (In-
dians unless stated): Erigaisi 
Arjun beat Eltaj Safarli (Aze); 
S P Sethuraman drew with 
Temour Radjabov (Aze); 
Amin Tabatabaei (Iri) beat V 
Pranav; S L Narayanan drew 
with Sanal Vahap Tur); Yagiz 
Kaan Erdogmus (Tur) drew 
with Nihal Sarin; Aravindh 
Chithambaram beat Bharath 
Subramaniyam; Raunak 
Sadhwani drew with David 
Gavrilescu (Rou); Sank-
alp Gupta drew with Ter-
Sahakyan Samvel (Arm); 
Nguyen Thai Dai Van (Cze) 
beat Pranav Anand; Leon 
Luke Mendonca lost to Mar-
cin Krzyzanowski (Pol); Ab-
himanyu Mishra (Usa) beat 
Raja Rithvik; Abhimanyu 
Puranik drew with B Ad-
hiban; D Harika drew with 
Manuel Petrosyan (Arm); 
Nikolas Theodorou (Gre) 
beat Aditya Samant Samant; 
Aditya Mittal drew with Car-
doso Jose Gabriel (Esp); P In-
iyan beat  Idani Pouya (Iri); 
Abhijeet Gupta  drew with 
Bibisara Assaubayeva (Kaz). 
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Chess: Arjun outplays Safarli in Sharjah Masters

Olympic gold medallist and 
World Champion Neeraj Cho-
pra secured a gold medal in 
the men’s javelin throw com-
petition in the ongoing Fed-
eration Cup on Wednesday. 
Chopra bagged the gold, 
with the best throw of 82.27 
m. DP Manu, a silver med-
alist in the Asian Athletics 
Championships, bagged the 
second spot with the best ef-
fort of 82.06 m. Asian Games 
silver medalist Kishore Jena, 
however, could not secure a 

podium position. Uttam Pa-
til, with a throw of 78.39m, 
took home the bronze. 
Neeraj started off in the 

final with a throw of 82 
m. However, DP took the 
lead with a throw of 82.06 
m in his first attempt. 

The second attempt of 
the Olympic gold medal-
ist turned out to be a foul, 
though he bounced back 
well with 81.29 m throw in 
the third attempt. DP Manu 
still held the lead, though. 
Neeraj took the lead in his 
fourth attempt, throwing at 
a distance of 82.27 m. Manu 
could not gain back his lead 
as he threw 81.47 m on the 
fourth attempt and fouled on 
the next two attempts. Neeraj 
chose not to attempt his last 
two throws and bagged the 
top prize.

Diksha Dagar and Pranavi 
Urs, the two in-form golf-
ers, will be in the group of 
seven Indians at the Euros 
300,000 Amundi German 
Masters. Apart from Diksha 
and Pranavi, the other In-
dians are Tvesa Malik, Vani 
Kapoor, Amandeep Drall 
and Sneha Singh, who has 
received an invitation, as has 
amateur Avani Prashanth, 
who also played the event last 
year. There are 132 players in 
the 72-hole event at the Sed-
diner See course, just outside 
Berlin. The cut will be applied 
after 36 holes and the top-60 
and ties will play the final two 
rounds.

Diksha Dagar will also rep-
resent India at the Olympic 
Games in Paris, where she 
will be joined by Aditi Ashok, 
who is playing on the LPGA 
Tour in the US. Last year Dik-
sha was leading the event at 
one stage, before she finished 
third.

It was one of the three Top-

3 finishes she had in 2023, 
when she also finished third 
in the LET Order of Merit. 
She won the Czech ladies 
Open and was third at the 
Amundi German Masters 
and the Hero Women’s In-
dian Open.

Pranavi Urs was T-7 last 
week in Aramco Series Ko-
rea, while Vani Kapoor, Tvesa 
Malik and Amandeep Drall 
are trying to get back they 
Tours cards for LET. Sneha 
Singh, winner of the Hero Or-
der of Merit on the domestic 
Tour in 2023, will be hoping 
to make it big and amateur 
Avani Prashanth expected to 
turn pro at the end of the year 
is keen on making a mark 
among professionals, too.

The defending champion 
is Czech Republic’s Kristyna 
Napoleaova who beat Eng-
land’s Cara Gainer in a play-
off last year. The field also 
includes two former Order 
of Merit winners with reign-
ing Race to Costa del Sol 
champion Trichat Cheen-
glab and South Africa’s  
Lee-Anne Pace.

Erling Haaland scored twice 
as Manchester City beat Tot-
tenham 2-0 on Tuesday and 
moved to within one win of a 
record fourth-straight Pre-
mier League title.
The three-time defending 
champion will go into the fi-
nal round of games on Sun-
day with a two-point lead on 
second-place Arsenal.
City hosts West Ham, while 
Arsenal is at home against 
Everton.
Haaland fired Pep Guar-
diola’s team ahead in the 

51st minute at Tottenham 
Hotspur Stadium when he 
converted Kevin De Bruyne’s 
cross from close range.
He struck his second from 
the penalty spot in the first 
minute of stoppage time af-

ter Pedro Porro had brought 
down Jeremy Doku.
City’s win also meant Aston 
Villa secured fourth place 
and qualification for next 
season’s Champions League 
ahead of Tottenham in fifth.

While Haaland’s goals were 
decisive, City had to rely on 
substitute goalkeeper Stefan 
Ortega to keep Spurs at bay 
as the home team pushed for 
an equalizer.
Coming on in the 69th af-
ter Ederson had sustained 
a head injury in a colli-
sion with Cristian Romero, 
Ortega quickly had to block 
a close-range effort from 
Dejan Kulusevski. Later he 
produced another save to 
deny the Spurs forward, but 
Ortega’s finest moment came 
in the 86th when Son Heung-
min raced through on goal.

India skipper Rohit Shar-
ma opened up about his 
journey as an international 
cricketer and captain and 
dropped a hint about his 
future with the national 
team.

The Indian skipper, cur-
rently playing for Mumbai 
Indians (MI) in the ongo-
ing Indian Premier League 
(IPL), was speaking on the 
Dubai Eye 103.8 Radio Sta-
tion.

Speaking about his jour-
ney as an international 
cricketer, Rohit said that he 
aims to play for a few more 
years and make an impact 
in world cricket.

“The journey has been 
wonderful; to make it to 
the highest level is not 
easy, especially in the 
country from where I 
come from; it has been 17 
years; I still hope to play a 
few more years as well and 
make an impact in world 

cricket,” Rohit said. The 
Indian skipper also said 
that throughout his crick-
eting life, he has seen more 
downs than ups, especially 
during the start of his ca-
reer. These downs affected 
him to such an extent that 
he was left questioning if 
he belonged to the national 
side.

“I have seen more downs 
than ups in my life, the hu-
man and person I am today 
is because of what I have 
seen in the past, and in the 
downs. When I started my 
career, I did not have a lot 

of positives. I did not have 
a lot of positive impact on 
the team. I was question-
ing whether I belonged 
here or not. It was about 
what I could do as a person 
or want in this life as a per-
son and player,” said Rohit.

Speaking on being the 
captain of the Indian team, 
Rohit said that captaining 
your country is the biggest 
honour one could have. He 
also opened up on his vi-
sion as the skipper, at the 
heart of which is priori-
tising team over personal 
milestones. “Captaining 

your country is the biggest 
honour that you can have, 
and for me, I have never 
thought that this would 
arrive where I will be cap-
taining one day. But yeah, 
people say good things 
happen to good people,” 
said Rohit. “I was very for-
tunate to get that opportu-
nity (to be a captain), and 
I knew the past captains 
who have had an impact in 
Indian cricket and the kind 
of legacy they have left as 
well. We have had so many 
great captains, so yeah, just 
taking from where these 
guys left, making sure that 
the team heads in the right 
direction.”

“When I took over as In-
dia Captain, I just wanted 
everyone to drive in one 
direction, that is  how 
the team sport should be 
played, it is not about per-
sonal milestones, stats and 
goals, it is about what all 11 
of us can bring to the table 
and win the trophy,” Rohit 
concluded his point.

‘Still hope to play few more years, 
make an impact in world cricket...’

Sam Curran and Rahul 
Chahar helped Pun-
jab Kings (PBKS) to 

restrict Rajasthan Royals 
(RR) at 144/9 in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 2024 
at the Barsapara Cricket 
Stadium on Wednesday. 
Riyan Parag was the only 
standout batter for Rajast-
han Royals after he scored 
the highest runs among his 
teammates in Guwahati.

After winning the toss, 
Rajasthan Royals decided 
to bat first in Guwahati, 
however, they did not get 
the start they wanted after 
Punjab Kings bowlers re-
stricted the hosts’ run rate. 
Yashasvi Jaiswal (4 runs 
from 4 balls, 1 four) and 
Tom Kohler-Cadmore (18 
runs from 23 balls, 2 fours 
and 1 six) opened for the 
Rajasthan-based franchise. 
Jaiswal smashed a four af-
ter cracking a cover drive 

against Sam Curran in the 
first ball of the inning. But 
the Indian youngster strug-
gled infront of the PBKS 
skipper as Curran dismissed 
him in the fourth ball of the 
first over. 

Curran gave only nine 
runs in his first over. 
After the first dismissal, 
Kohler-Cadmore and Sanju 
Samson (18 runs from 15 
balls, 3 fours) tried to build 

a partnership. But the RR 
skipper was removed by 
Nathan Ellis in the 7th over. 
After the end of the first 
powerplay of the match, the 
Royals scored just 38 runs 
and lost one wicket. In IPL 
2024, RR became the sec-
ond franchise after Gujarat 
Titans (GT) to hit the least 
sixes in powerplay, Sam-
son’s side smashed just 17 
overhead boundaries in the 

ongoing T20 tournament. 
Kohler-Cadmore strug-
gled to get going in the 
game and Rahul Chahar 
was successful in dismiss-
ing him in the 8th over. 
RR were at 58/3 after the end 
of the 10th over. PBKS bowl-
ers kept the rate under con-
trol without any problem. 

The Royals registered 
the fifth lowest scores 
at the 10-over mark in 
the ongoing IPL 2024. 
After failing to hit bound-
aries, Ravichandran Ash-
win (28 runs from 19 balls, 
3 fours and 1 six) came as 
a rescue in the 12th over 
after he slammed 2 fours 
and 1 six against Chahar. 
The PBKS bowler gave 
17 runs in the 12th over. 
In the 13th over, Arshdeep 
Singh removed Ashwin to 
get an upper hand on the 
match. RR failed to maintain 
momentum in the game, as 
in the 14th over, Sam Curran 
removed Dhruv Jurel for a 
golden duck.

Chahar, Curran’s 2-wiCket hauls 
restriCt rr at 144/9 against PBks 
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Federation Cup: Neeraj Chopra bags gold 
medal with best throw of 82.27 m

Seven Indian golfers 
to tee up in Germany

Man City on verge of Premier League 
title with 2-0 win over Tottenham

Real Madrid presented its 
36th Spanish league trophy 
to its fans at the Santiago 
Bernabeu Stadium , then 
followed up the celebrations 
with a 5-0 rout of Alaves 
that featured a pair of goals 
by Vinicius and another by 
Jude Bellingham.

Federico Valverde and 
Arda Guler also scored for 
Madrid, which was yet to 
play at the Bernabeu since 
clinching the league two 
rounds ago. The club cel-
ebrated the title on Sun-
day through the streets of 
Madrid, but it couldn’t go 
through its traditional cel-
ebration at the Bernabeu 
because of a concert at the 
stadium.

It couldn’t celebrate when 
it clinched the title in ad-
vance with a win against 
Cadiz on May 4 because it 
had to play Bayern Munich 
a few days later in the semi-
finals of the Champions 
League, a game it won 2-1 
to make it to the June 1 final 
against Borussia Dortmund 
in London.

“I’m really pleased with 
the team’s performance, 
we need to get into a good 
rhythm. We have a very im-
portant game left to crown 

our season,” Vinicius said. 
“We always enjoy wearing 
this shirt and playing for 
these fans at this stadium. 
My dream since I was a 
child was to play here and 
now we have the opportu-
nity to deliver this victory 
for many kids who want to 
be here but can’t.”

Alaves’ players gave Ma-
drid a guard of honor before 
the match, lining up near 
the sideline and applaud-
ing Madrid players as they 
entered the field. Madrid 
captain Nacho Fernandez 
stepped onto the field carry-
ing the league trophy.

The other 35 league tro-
phies were represented in 

images placed around the 
midfield circle.

Coach Carlo Ancelotti 
used the regular starters 
again after giving them 
some rest in a 4-0 win at 
Granada on Saturday.

Bellingham opened the 
scoring in the 10th minute, 
Vinicius scored his first goal 
in the 27th and Valverde 
found the net in first-half 
stoppage time. Vinicius got 
his second in the 70th and 
Guler sealed the result in 
the 81st.

It was the ninth straight 
league win for Madrid 
and sixth in its last seven 
matches in all competitions. 
It reached 93 points from 

36 matches, 17 points more 
than second-place Barce-
lona.

Earlier, relegation-threat-
ened Mallorca drew 1-1 at 
Osasuna, moving to 15th 
place and staying seven 
points from the demo-
tion zone. Girona missed a 
chance to overcome Barce-
lona for second place after a 
1-0 loss to mid-table Villar-
real at home. Girona stayed 
in third place after the loss, 
one point from Barcelona 
and five ahead of fourth-
place Atletico Madrid.

Atletico visits mid-table 
Getafe on Wednesday, while 
Barcelona is at last-place Al-
meria on Thursday. 

Bellingham, Vinicius shine as Real 
Madrid smash Alaves 5-0

another reCord toPPles, 
most sixes in iPl history 
hit this season

The 17th edition of the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) has changed the dy-
namics of T20 cricket and 
witnessed records topple 
one after another. Dur-
ing Delhi Capitals’ clash 
against the Lucknow Su-
per Giants on Tuesday, the 
ongoing season witnessed 
the highest number of six-
es in a single edition of the 
cash-rich league.

A total of 20 towering 
maximums were struck 
during the high-scoring 
run-fest between DC and 
LSG. The Capitals, in the 
end, emerged victorious 
with a 19-run win.

The 20 sixes took the 
overall tally of maximums 
in the ongoing season to 
1,125, which is the most in 
any season. The number 
will rise, as there are still 
a handful of games left to 
play in the tournament. 
In the previous season, 

1,124 was the overall tally 
of sixes. In 2022, 1,062 
times, the ball sailed into 
the stands. The tally of the 
past three seasons clearly 
suggests the trend of deal-
ing in sixes and signifies 
the dominance of the bat-
ters. Along with this, a 
handful of records have 
already tumbled during 
the ongoing season of the 
cash-rich league.

The  Punjab  Kings 
chased down a target of 
262 set by the Kolkata 
Knight Riders at the icon-
ic Eden Gardens. This 
marked the highest suc-
cessful chase in the his-
tory of T20 cricket. 
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