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AGENCIES
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Thursday said
that the Iron Age began in
the world from the land of
Tamil.

“From the land of Tamil
only the iron age began.
Not only for India but for
the whole world...5,300
years ago Iron melting
technology was introduced
in Tamil land. It was con-
firmed based on the evi-
dence from recent excava-
tions and also found iron in
Tamil land was introduced
4,000 years BC,” Stalin
said during the foundation

PM: WE HAVE T0 BE UNITED
FOR “VIKSIT BHARAT" ON
LINES OF AZAD HIND FAUJ

stone laying ceremony for
a new open-air museum
in Keezhadi and museum
in Gangaikonda Chola-
puram.

The Chief Minister later
said on X that with “im-
mense pride and un-
matched satisfaction” he
had declared to the world
that “The Iron Age began
on Tamil soil!”.

“Based on results from
world-renowned institu-
tions, the use of iron in
Tamil Nadu dates back to
the beginning of 4th mil-
lennium B.C.E., establish-
ing that iron usage was
prominent in South India
over 5,300 years ago,” the

ISRAELI FORCES FIRE ON

ARMED MEN IN GAZA, ISLAMIC

JIHAD OPERATIVE KILLED

The use of iron in Tamil
Nadu dates back to the be-
ginning of 4th millennium
B.C.E....5,300years ago Iron
melting technology was in-
troduced in Tamil land.

Chief Minister said.

Stalin said that what was
written in Tamil ancient
literature was now becom-
ing scientifically proven
history, thanks to the me-
ticulous efforts of DMK’s
‘Dravidian model of gov-
ernment’.

K Stalin
Chief Minister
i Tamil Nadu

“What was written in our
ancient literature is now
becoming scientifically
proven history, thanks to
the meticulous efforts of
our #DravidianModel Gov-
ernment. The history of the
Indian subcontinent can
no longer overlook Tamil

Nadu. In fact, it must begin
here!” he said.

A new open-air museum,
spanning 4.48 acres and
costing Rs 17.10 crore, is
set to showcase the rich
archaeological finds of the
Sangam Age, including
impressive brick construc-
tions, ring wells, and work-
shops. Designed using lo-
cal construction methods,
the museum will replicate
the culture and way of life
of ancient Tamils, featur-
ing exhibits on Vaigai and
Keezhadi, agriculture, wa-
ter management, attire,
ornaments, sea commerce,
and more 1.

To enhance accessibility,

HARYANA WAIVES RS 2,500-CR
LOAN OF TWO LAKH SMEs

M Reliefis designed to stimulate small-scale entrepreneurship
M CM saysfull planning done to implement Lado Lakshmi Yojana

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

In a push to support the

backbone of the state’s

economy and enhance
social welfare, the Haryana
Cabinet, led by Chief Min-
ister Nayab Singh Saini,
has announced a series of
decisions, including a debt
waiver scheme amounting
to 2,500 crore aimed at two
lakh small business owners.

This financial relief is de-
signed to stimulate small-
scale entrepreneurship,
providing a lifeline to those
struggling under debt bur-
dens.

In the realm of social
welfare, the Cabinet has
committed to extending
the Lado Lakshmi Scheme,
which focuses on the well-
being of the girl child, with
specific provisions to be
outlined during the upcom-
ing budget session.

After the cabinet meeting,
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini held a press confer-
ence where he shared the
decisions taken in the cabi-
net meeting. The CM said,
“Several agendas have been
approved in the cabinet

“Taxpayers with outstanding amounts
between Rs 10 lakh and Rs 10 crore, who are
entangled in litigation, will also have their
interestwaived. Additionally, 50 per cent
of their principal amount bas been reduced,
which they can pay in two instalments.

Nayab Singh Saini

Chief Minister, Haryana

meeting. Pension provi-
sions have been made for
all those employees whose
departments were merged.
All such former employees
will be given an honorar-
ium ranging from 6 to 20
thousand rupees.”

CM Saini further ex-
plained, “The cabinet has
made several important
decisions today. It has
been decided to provide an
honorarium ranging from
6,000 to 20,000 rupees to
all those former employees
who were associated with
HSMITC, CONFED, Hary-
ana Minerals Limited, and
other departments that
have been merged.”

On the environmental
front, the approval of the
Detailed Project Report
for the Haryana Clean Air
Project marks a major step
forward. With an invest-
ment of about 3,647 crore,
this project targets a pollu-
tion-free Haryana within
six years, showcasing the
government’s dedication
to environmental steward-
ship.

Further enhancing so-
cial security, amendments
to the Haryana Disability

97.3 million
devotees take

holy dip in
11 days

PRAYAGRAJ: In just 11 days
of the Maha Kumbh, more
than 97.3 million devotees,
Kalpavasis and revered seers
have taken a holy dip at the
Triveni Sangam.

With this unprecedented
turnout of devotees, the total
number of participants ex-
pected to touch the 100 mil-
lion mark by the end of today
the 11th day of the festival.

As per the data of the Ut-
tar Pradesh government,
on Thursday as of now over
16.98 lakhs people took dip
in the sacred confluence of
Ganga, Yamuna and mysti-
cal Saraswati. - Agencies

Pension Rules, 2016, have
been passed, expanding
pension benefits to include
10 additional disability
categories. This initiative
will extend aid to an addi-
tional 32,000 individuals,
bringing the total number
of beneficiaries to around
208,000, thereby reinforc-
ing support for the disabled
community.

Culturally, the decision to
form the Chulkana Dham
Board to develop a place
of worship in Chulkana
reflects the government’s
commitment to nurturing
cultural and religious ac-
tivities.

CM Saini discussed these
initiatives, underlining the
government’s adherence to
the promises made in the
Sankalp Patra.

Asserting that the BJP
government is commit-
ted to fulfilling the prom-
ises made in its manifesto,
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini Thurs-
day said the government
has made full planning to
implement the Lado Lak-

shmi Yojana.

Ahead of the October

BEP3

Punjab Police
withdrawn
from Kejriwal’s
security
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab Police person-
nel deployed for the secu-
rity of Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) chief Arvind Kejriw-
al in Delhi have been with-
drawn following instruc-
tions from the Election
Commission. Punjab DGP
Gaurav Yadav confirmed
the development, stating
that the decision was taken
in compliance with the poll
panel’s guidelines.

He further added that
Punjab regularly receives
reports about potential
threats to Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann and

EP3

anew website for Keezhadi
will be launched, offering
a virtual tour for those un-
able to visit the museum in
person.

The museum in Gangai-
konda Cholapuram will
highlight the seafaring
abilities, sea commerce,
and ship-building skills
of the Cholas during King
Rajendra Cholan I's reign,
who established the capi-
tal between 1012 and 1044
AD. Archaeological explo-
rations have uncovered re-
markable artifacts, includ-
ing brick constructions,
roof tiles, iron and copper
artifacts, and porcelain
tiles.
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Pentagon moves troops
to southern border

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

The US Department of De-
fense is deploying 1,500 ac-
tive-duty service members
along with additional air
and intelligence assets to the
southern border to support
enforcement operations
already under way. Acting
Secretary of Defense Rob-
ert Salesses made the an-
nouncement on Wednesday.

“On Monday, to protect
the security and safety of
United States citizens, Pres-
ident Trump declared that
a national emergency ex-
ists at the southern border

of the United States. The
president directed me to
take all appropriate action
to support the activities of
the secretary of homeland
security in obtaining com-
plete operational control of
the southern border of the
United States,” the Penta-
gon said in a press release
on Wednesday.

The Pentagon has estab-
lished a task force to oversee
the swift implementation of
border-related executive
orders. US Northern Com-
mand is leading the effort,
supported by US Trans-
portation Command, the

BP3

India open to ‘legitimate
return’ of Indians ‘illegally’
living in US : Jaishankar

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

Clarifying India’s stance,
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar has said New
Delhi is open to the “le-
gitimate return” of Indian
nationals living ‘illegally’
abroad, including in the
United States.

He affirmed that India’s
position on the issue has
been “consistent” and “prin-
cipled,” and he did clearly
convey this to US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio.

“We have always taken the
view that if there are any of
our citizens who are not
here legally, if we are sure
that they are our citizens,
we have always been open
to their legitimate return
to India. So it’s not a posi-
tion unique to the United
States,” Jaishankar said at a

press conference in Wash-
ington DC, on Wednesday
(local time).

“I understand right now
that there is a certain debate
going on and a resulting
sensitivity which is there.
But we have been consis-
tent; we have been very
principled about it, and that
remains our position, and I
conveyed that very clearly
to US State Secretary Marco
Rubio,” he added.

Jaishankar, however, also
emphasised that India is

very much supportive of
‘legal mobility’ between
two countries and wants
Indian skills and talent to
have great opportunities at
the global level.

He added that India is
firmly opposed to illegal
migration, adding it is not
“reputationally good” and
also leads to several illegal
activities.

“As a government, we
obviously are very much
supportive of legal mobility
because we do believe in a
global workplace. We want
Indian talent and Indian
skills to have the maximum
opportunity at a global lev-
el,” the EAM said.

“At the same time, we are
also very firmly opposed to
illegal mobility and illegal
migration. because you also
know that when something

B P3

A common factor
among victims
isinvolvement of
brain and damage
tonervous system

AJAY JANDYAL
RAJOURI/JAMMU

Over 200 individuals,
who came in contact with
the affected families of the
17 people who died due to
the mysterious illness in
Rajouri, have been quar-
antined as a precaution-
ary measure, an official
said on Thursday.

Four people, including
three sisters, have been

Over 200 people quarantined
in Rajouri as mystery deepens

Authorltles have sealed off homes of affected famllles and

imposing prohibitory orders

shifted to hospitals, with
three airlifted to a hospital
in Jammu.

Top health officials have
identified a common fac-
tor among all those who
lost their lives in Badhaal
village as involvement of
the brain and damage to

the nervous system.

A mysterious illness
that has claimed 17 lives,
including 13 children, in
Badhaal village of Ra-
jouri district over the past
month and a half, trigger-
ing a health crisis.

B P3

CEC stresses on role of tech in polls,
cautions against fake narratives

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Sounding a note of cau-
tion against fake narratives
which erode trust in elec-
toral processes, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar has said that
such narratives are typically
timed at crucial junctures of
the election process to tar-

get its very
vitals.

The CEC
was speak-
{ ing at a
two-day in-
ternational
conference ‘Global Election
Year 2024: Reiteration of
Democratic Spaces; Take-
away for EMBs’ in New
Delhi. The Conference be-

gan on Thursday ahead of
the National Voters Day.

The conference brings
together representatives
from Election Management
Bodies (EMBs) of nearly 13
countries and international
organizations.

In his keynote address, Ra-
jiv Kumar reflected that 2024
was a defining year as a test

B P3
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PM: WE HAVE TO BE UNITED FOR “VIKSIT Uncertainty over Rahuls
BHARAT" ON LINES OF AZAD HIND FAUJ

On Subhash Chandra Bose birth anniv, PM says we continuously draw inspiration from his life.

‘NETAJI'S LIFE AN INSPIRATION’

TDG NETWORK
BHUBANESWAR

rawing comparisons
from Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose’s Azad

Hind Fauj’ on his birth anni-
versary, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Thursday
appealed to the countrymen
to unite for a ‘Viksit Bharat'.
The Prime Minister was
addressing the Parakram
Diwas celebration at Bara-
bati Fort in Odisha’s Cuttack
through a video conference.
PM Modibegan his address
in Odia, congratulating the
people and the Government
of Odisha for organizing the
three-day celebration.
“Today, on the auspicious
occasion of the birth anni-
versary of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose, the entire
country is remembering
him with reverence. I pay
my respectful homage to
Netaji Subhash Babu. This
year, the grand celebration
of Parakram Diwas is taking
place at the birthplace of Ne-
taji. I congratulate the people
of Odisha and the Govern-
ment of Odisha for this,” PM
Modi said.
Highlighting the various
events at the celebration, he
mentioned, “A huge exhibi-

B Today, on the auspi-
cious occasion of the
birth anniversary of
Netaji Subhash Chan-
dra Bose, the entire
country is remem-

bering him with rev- §

erence, the PM said.
B | pay my respectful

I\
"

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays floral tribute to

homage to Netaji Sub- Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on his birth anniversary, at
Samvidhan Sadan in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

hash Babu. This year,
the grand celebration

of Parakram Diwas is taking place at the birthplace of Netaji. | congratulate
the people of Odisha and the Government of Odisha for this, said PM Modi

tion related to Netaji’s life has
been set up in Cuttack. Many
heritages related to Netaji's
life have been preserved in
this exhibition. Many paint-
ers have depicted scenes
from Netaji’s life on canvas,
and several books related to
Netaji have been collected.”

The Prime Minister also
spoke about Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose’s life and his
contributions to India’s free-
dom struggle.

PM Modi said that Netaji
could have led an easy life af-
ter clearing the civil services
exam, but he chose hardship

and challenges for country’s
freedom.

“We continuously draw
inspiration from Netaji’s
life. His life’s biggest aim
was Azad Hind. Netaji was
born into a well-to-do fam-
ily, cleared the civil services
exam, and if he wanted, he
could have held a senior po-
sition under the British gov-
ernment and led an easy life.
But he chose hardship and
challenges for the freedom
of the country,” the Prime
Minister said.

He appealed to the youth
to step outside their comfort

zone for “Vikshit Bharat,
“We have to get outside our
comfort zone for Vikshit
Bharat. We have to make
ourselves the best globally.
We must focus on excel-
lence,” he stated.

On the lines of the ‘Azad
Hind Fauj,” Prime Minister
Modi called upon the coun-
trymen to unite for a “Viksit
Bharat.” He emphasized that
just as the Azad Hind Fauj,
which comprised people
from various backgrounds,
was united for the country’s
freedom, today’s citizens
must unite for the progress

Centre notifies rules for radar equipment
for measuring vehicles’ speed

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Legal Metrology Divi-
sion of the Department of
Consumer Affairs, Govern-
ment of India, has notified
the Rules for Radar Equip-
ment for the measurement
of speed of vehicles under
the Legal Metrology (Gen-
eral) Rules, 2011.

According to an official re-
lease, these rules will come
into force from July 1, 2025,
to give enough time to in-
dustries to comply with the
provisions of the rules.

For framing the draft
rules, a committee was
formed under the Chair-
manship of the Director,

\ -7

Indian Institute of Legal
Metrology (ITLM), Ranchi,
which submitted the initial
draft based on OIML R 91.
Presentation on the draft
rules was made for State Le-
gal Metrology Departments,

RRSL officers, manufactur-
ersand VCOs to explain the
requirements of the rules.

The rules were published
on the website of the De-
partment for public con-
sultation before finalization
under the Legal Metrology
(General) Rules, 2011 and
were finalized after consid-
ering the inputs provided by
stakeholders.

The Rules provide that
all such equipment shall
be verified and stamped to
ensure their correctness for
the protection of human be-
ings.

The rules will also ensure
precise measurement of
speed, distance, and other
relevant parameters.

Staff of Cong old HQ stare at job
losses after opening of new HQ

AJIT MAINDOLA
NEW DELHI

After the inauguration of the
new Congress headquarters
on Kotla Road, hundreds of
employees who have worked
at the old headquarters on
24 Akbar Road for years
are now facing uncertainty
about their jobs. Many of
these employees have served
as party staff for generations.
However, with the new head-
quarters now operational,
reports suggest that only a
select few of the old staff will
be retained, while the major-
ity may be offered voluntary
retirement schemes (VRS).
Although party spokespeople
have denied these reports,
the rumours have sparked
growing concern among the
employees, with many feeling
increasingly anxious about
their future. The staff mem-
bers have been kept away
from the new headquarters
so far, with little clarity re-
garding their roles in the
new setup. Amidst these ten-
sions, one individual, Manish
Chatrath, has emerged in the
spotlight. Previously side-
lined at 24 Akbar Road, Cha-
trath is now seen as a key fig-
ure at the new headquarters.
There are rumors that he has
earned the favor of Priyanka
Gandhi, who is gradually

forming her own team, which
could increase her influence
in the new headquarters.
Chatrath’s political journey
began under the mentorship
of Ahmed Patel.

Manish Chatrath, once
considered a central figure
in Congress’ war room at 15
GRG, has seen a significant
shift in his role within the
party. During Rahul Gandhi’s
tenure and after the passing
of senior leader Ahmed Patel,
Congress underwent a trans-
formation, with Chatrath’s in-
fluence waning. His absence
fromkey roles in the new par-
ty executive marked a down-
turn in his political promi-
nence. However, Chatrath’s
fortunes seemed to change
with the construction of the
party’s new headquarters.
Tasked with overseeing the
headquarters’ development,
Chatrath took charge as the
building neared completion.
It was during this period that
Priyanka Gandhi, Congress’s
second most influential lead-
er, took personal interest in
the office’s design and opera-
tions.

This attention from Priyan-
ka led to Chatrath regaining
prominence, and he was seen
playing a major role during
the inauguration of the new
headquarters.

Amid this leadership shift,
rumors have begun circulat-
ing about the recruitment
process for the new head-
quarters. It is speculated that
the Congress may hire staffin
amanner similar to corporate
offices, potentially outsourc-
ing many positions. This
prospect has caused signifi-
cant concern among the long-
standing employees, who fear
job insecurity. Many of the
staff members, some of whom
have worked at the headquar-
ters for years, are in their later
years and worry that they will
be unable to find employment
elsewhere. In 2012, the party
had offered voluntary retire-
ment schemes (BRS) to its
employees, with about 50
staff members taking the of-
fer. Back then, the compen-
sation was considerable, but
now, employees feel the situ-
ation has changed drastically.

The introduction of young-
er, new-age staff members,
including personal aides to
Rahul and Priyanka Gandhi,
has further heightened con-
cerns about job replacement.
While the Congress’ official
retirement age for headquar-
ters staffis 65, some loyal em-
ployees are allowed to contin-
ue working beyond that age,
but this policy might not be
applicable to everyone.

The public would benefit
as there would be improved
enforcement as verified
radar speed guns will ac-
curately measure vehicle
speeds, identify violations
and enforce traffic laws ef-
fectively.

The verified radar equip-
ment will help enforcement
personnel to measure speed
limits effectively, which in
turn significantly enhances
the effectiveness and credi-
bility of law enforcement of-
ficers in traffic enforcement.

The verified and stamped
Radar equipment for the
measurement of the speed
of vehicles are crucial for
preventing accidents, wear
and tear on roads etc.

and development of India.
He drew a parallel between
the fight for Swaraj during
the freedom struggle and
the ongoing need for unity
to build a prosperous and
developed nation.

“They had to be united for
Swaraj, and today we have to
be united for Vikshit Bharat,”
PM Modi said.

“He created ‘Azad Hind
Fauj’ for the freedom of the
country. The Fauj had people
from different backgrounds,
but they united for the free-
dom,” he added.

The grand celebration of
Parakram Diwas 2025 is set
to unfold from January 23 to
January 25, 2025, at Barabati
Fort in Odisha’s Cuttack, Ne-
taji Subhas Chandra Bose’s
birthplace. The multifaceted
celebration will honor the
legacy of Netaji on his 128th
birth anniversary.

A sculpture workshop and
apainting competition-cum-
workshop are also planned
for the occasion. The event
will also feature cultural per-
formances honoring Netaji’s
legacy and highlighting the
rich cultural tradition of Od-
isha. Additionally, films on
Netaji’s life will be screened
during the event.

Punjab MP
Amritpal moves
court to attend
Parl session

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Amritpal Singh, the Mem-
ber of Parliament (MP) from
Khadoor Sahib in Punjab,
currently imprisoned in As-
sam’s Dibrugarh jail under
the National Security Act
(N'SA), has filed a petition
in the Punjab and Haryana
High Court.

He has sought permission to
attend the Parliament ses-
sion and participate in the
Republic Day celebrations
on January 26. In his peti-
tion, Amritpal Singh argued
that his prolonged absence is
preventing his 19 lakh vot-
ers from having their voice
heard in Parliament.

T-shirt campaign

AJIT MAINDOLA
NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi’s an-
nouncement of the white
T-shirt campaign against
the Modi government has
seemingly backfired as he
fell ill shortly after. Reports
suggest that he caught a
cold during his Bihar tour,
but details about his health
remain unclear. His illness
has impacted Congress’s
campaign for the Delhi
elections, as he was unable
to attend two key rallies.
Additionally, he skipped a
program in Karnataka. The
Congress party, in his ab-
sence, is focusing all efforts
on the Delhi elections, with
the third rally set for Friday.
Despite Gandhi’s absence,
the party launched its theme
song for the Delhi polls on
Thursday. The Congress
leadership remains tight-
lipped about his condition,
and it remains to be seen
how his absence will affect
the party’s performance in
the crucial elections.

The launch of the white
T-shirt campaign by Rahul
Gandhi against the Modi
government, aimed at en-
gaging the youth, has taken
an unexpected turn as the
leader of the opposition
fell ill shortly after the an-
nouncement. The day after
declaring the campaign,
Rahul Gandhi reportedly

caught a cold during his
Bihar tour, which has kept
him away from important
rallies in the Delhi elec-
tions. His illness has raised
questions about his ability
to actively participate in the
election campaign and seek
votes for the Congress. De-
spite his absence, the party
is making every effort to
push its agenda in Delhi,
with interim president De-
vendra Yadav working hard
to steer the party forward.

The Congress party’s
Delhi leaders have been
seen dancing in the newly
released theme song for the
Delhi elections, presenting
an image of confidence as if
they’ve already won. Even
leaders who are not known
for dancing joined in the
festivities, although it re-
mains to be seen how much
this will influence voters on
election day.

Meanwhile, Rahul Gan-
dhi’s illness has intensified
speculation. For years, he

has been known for his
distinct style of wearing T-
shirts even in the harshest
winter conditions, sending
a message of fitness to the
youth. From the Bharat Jodo
Yatra to his public appear-
ances, Rahul’s signature
T-shirt look was a constant.
Last week, he was seen
wearing a T-shirt during
his Bihar visit, sparking dis-
cussions on his resistance to
the cold. In fact, even Delhi’s
interim president Devendra
Yadav, inspired by Rahul’s
fashion choice, began wear-
ing T-shirts in winter—until
the biting cold forced him to
switch to warmer clothes.

However, when Rahul
launched the white T-shirt
campaign last week, it ap-
peared to be an effort to
gauge his influence among
the youth. Unfortunately,
the campaign didn’t have
the expected impact, with
many young party leaders
hesitating to wear T-shirts
in the cold weather. The
situation took a further turn
when Rahul himself fell ill
after the announcement.
This has sparked criticism
from the opposition, who
are questioning the feasibil-
ity of the campaign in light
of Rahul’s own health.

As the election campaign
gains momentum, all eyes
are on Rahul Gandhi to see
if he can shake off his illness
and participate in the rallies.

Centre annuls tungsten mineral
block auction in Tamil Nadu

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Minister of Coal and
Mines, G Kishan Reddy met
with Ambalakarars (tradi-
tional community leaders)
from Madurai district of
Tamil Nadu at the Minister’s
chamber in the Ministry of
Mines, New Delhi on Thurs-
day.

According to an official re-
lease, the Ambalakarars in-
formed the Union Minister
that the Nayakkarpatti Tung-
sten mineral block includes
the Arittapatti Biodiversity
Heritage Site and several cul-
tural heritage sites.

It may be noted that the
Ministry of Mines in a press

release dated December 24,
2024, had stated that after the
auction of the block, several
representations have been
received against the said auc-
tion on the ground that there
is a Biodiversity Heritage Site
within the block area.During
the meeting on January 22,

Mazgaon Dock invited for Rs 70,000 cr deal

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Public sector shipyard
Mazagaon Dockyards Lim-
ited (MDL) on Thursday
said it has been invited by
the Defence Ministry from
January 27 for negotiating
the over Rs 70,000 crore
Project-75 India deal under
which six submarines have
to be built.

Giving details of the firm
to the Bombay Stock Ex-
change regarding the de-
velopments in the tender,
the firm stated: “Opening of

DRDO to show Pralay missiles

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Ahead of Republic Day, the
Indian Army announced
on Thursday the addition
of two new features to this
year’s parade: battlefield
surveillance systems and a
DRDO tableau showcasing
Pralay, short-range ballistic
missiles.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Major General Sumit
Mehta said, “The things that
will come for the first time
is battlefield surveillance
systems, second is DRDO
tableau which is depict-
ing Pralay, which is a short
range ballistic missiles....

Commercial Bid by Indian
Navy/ Defence Ministry on
16.01.2025. Indian Navy/
Defence Ministry today
23.01.2025 has now invited
MDL for first round of com-
mercial negotiations to be
held on 27.01.2025.”

This deal expected to be
worth over Rs 70,000 crore
is the biggest ever defence
deal in terms of value.

“MDL confirms that the
Commercial bid submitted
by MDL has been opened
by the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) for further process-
ing. With respect to the 3
additional submarines of
Scorpene class under Proj-
ect 75, as earlier informed,
commercial negotiations
with respect to the project
are in process," the defence
sources said.
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Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
tableaux during full dress rehearsal for Republic Day parade
2025, at Kartavya Path in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

This is the fourth time that
Indonesian president com-
ing as chief guest.”

Major General stated that
about 5,000 cultural artists

will perform across the cer-
emonial path to ensure vis-
ibility for everyone, along
with the usual proceedings.
Earlier, the performers used

Earlier in the month, the
Defence Ministry found the
Indian firm Larsen and Tou-
bro (L&T) bid non-compli-
ant in the Rs 70,000 crore
tender to acquire six sub-
marines. The Indian Navy is
looking to buy six advanced
submarines with the abil-
ity to stay underwater for
three weeks under Project
75 India. The proposal of
the L&T in partnership with
Spanish Navantia has been
rejected by the Ministry for
not being compliant with
Indian Navy requirements.

to perform in front of presi-
dential box.

“If we focus on the open-
ing segment, as I said, it is
a call to action, and it will
deliver the same message
as last time. There will be
drums, other instruments,
and the numbers will be
impressive to witness.
About 5,000 cultural art-
ists, earlier we saw that most
performers marched along
the ceremonial path and ap-
proached the area near the
presidential box. However,
it was realized that others
in the audience couldn’t
get a view of these cultural
performances. Hence, this
time, the performances will

2025, the Ambalakarars re-
quested the Union Minister to
cancel the auction of the Nay-
akkarpatti Tungsten block.
The Union Minister patiently
heard the delegation and ex-
pressed that the Union Gov-
ernment fully supports bio-
diversity heritage protection.

3 advocates held in
Patna Railway Claims
Tribunal ‘scam’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Thursday arrested
three advocates in connection
with a money laundering case
related to the Patna Railway
Claims Tribunal scam, the
agency said.

The arrests followed search
operations conducted on Janu-
ary 22 at four locations linked
to Judge RK Mittal and other
involved advocates in Patna,
Nalanda, and Mangalore.

for 1st time in R-Day Parade

spread across the ceremo-
nial path, ensuring visibility
for everyone, along with the
usual proceedings,” Mehta
said.

The Major General said
that a beating retreat cer-
emony will be held on Janu-
ary 29 on Vijay Chowk at
5.15pm.

Mehta said, “After 26 Janu-
ary, there would be a beat-
ing retreat ceremony on
January 29 at Vijay Chowk
at 5.15pm. Under this, In-
dian Army, Navy and Air
Force and CAPF bands will
perform in which around
29 tunes will be played and
they will march while creat-
ing different formations.”
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON PAKISTAN-BANGLADESH RELATIONS

59% of people believe that I1SI and Bangladesh planning any major
strategy at the Indian border before 26th January.

42% believe Trump’s decision is right to change immigration laws.

Donald Trump’s first legislation and
reflects the political shift toward
stricter immigration policies follow-

of theft and violent crimes. Named
after a murdered Georgia nursing
student, the bill, supported by some

Interim leader Mohammad Yunus
has prioritized Pakistan relations
while distancing from India,

Bangladesh’s ties with Pakistan
have warmed post-Hasina, but
unresolved 1971 war issues and

On January 22, 2025, the Repub-
lican-led House passed the Laken
Riley Act, requiring the detention of

over regional security. Balancing
relations with India and

Pakistan remains a key challenge
for Dhaka.

logistical barriers hinder progress.

Q1.

The ISl chief of Pakistan is :
reportedly planning a conspiracy :
with Bangladesh in Dhaka. Is this :

abig threat to India?

raising New Delhi’s concerns

Q2.

ArelSland Bangladesh
planning any major strategy at

the Indian border before 26th
January?
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Q3.»

Why is there such
astrong closeness
between Pakistan
and Bangladesh?

B A-To corner India on both fronts
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[ B- Ashared anti-India agenda
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20%

A- Unemployment
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B- Relationship with  C- Political instability
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<4 Q4.

After Sheikh
Hasina leaves,
what will be the
biggest issue for
Bangladesh?

unauthorised immigrants accused

Q1.»

How do you view
Donald Trump’s
decision to change
immigration laws?
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Strict decision

Wrong decision

ing his election victory.

Can't say

Should 70% of Americans contemplate
Trump’s decision based on fundamental

American values?

M Yes M No

B C-Can'tsay

What impact will the ability of
immigration officers to arrest
immigrants from schools,
churches, and hospitals have on

60%
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30%
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the immigrant population? 0%

Fear of sending
children to school

Fear of stepping out
of the house

Can'tsay

4 Q4.

is Trump’s decision
to end the automatic
citizenship of children
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Yes

No

3%

born to immigrant
parents on American

/ soil right?

Can'tsay

US moves troops to southern border

CONTINUED FROM P1

National Guard Bureau, the
military services, and the
Department of Homeland
Security.

The additional 1,500 ac-
tive-duty service members
authorized by Salesses will
begin assisting with the
placement of physical barri-
ers and other border-related
tasks within the next 24 to
48 hours, according to a
senior military official. The
contingent includes 1,000
soldiers and 500 Marines
who had previously been on
standby in Southern Cali-
fornia for potential wild-
fire-related support during
the Los Angeles County
wildfires that broke out two
weeks ago.

With 2,500 active-duty
personnel already stationed
in the region, the additional
1,500 troops will repre-

sent a 60 percent increase
in active-duty forces since
the president took office on
Monday, Salesses noted in
his statement.

“We anticipate that over-
all, on the southwest border,
[active-duty personnel] will
provide real-time situation-
al awareness of persons, ve-
hicles, vessels and aircraft;
and they’ll work with [US
Customs and Border Pro-
tection] on operator-level
maintenance, movement
and staging of [CBP] as-
sets,” the senior military of-
ficial said.

In addition to the ground
personnel, the Department
of Defense will provide air-

lift support for flights op-
erated by the Department
of Homeland Security to
facilitate the deportation of
over 5,000 individuals de-
tained by CBP in the border
sectors of San Diego and El
Paso, Texas, Salesses added.

Notably, after being sworn
in, Trump had announced
that he would declare a
“national emergency” at the
southern border and send
in the troops to stop the
“disastrous invasion” of the
country.

“First I will declare a na-
tional emergency at the
southern border. All illegal
entry will immediately be
halted and we will begin the
process of returning mil-
lions and millions of crimi-
nal aliens back to the place
from which they came. We
will reinstate my ‘remain in
Mexico’ policy,” Trump had
said after taking oath.

India open to ‘legitimate returnees’

CONTINUED FROM P1

illegal happens, many other illegal activities
get joined into it... this is not desirable. It’s
certainly not reputationally good...So we
have with every country, and the US is no

exception,” he added.

The Foreign Minister, during his meeting
with US Secretary of State Marco Rubio,
also pointed out the long waiting period for
getting US visas and said it is not serving the

relationship well.

“I also told him (Rubio) that, while we
understand all of this, and I also accept

that these are autonomous processes, it

is in our mutual interest to facilitate legal
and mutually beneficial mobility. If it takes
400-odd-days waiting period to get a visa,
I don’t think the relationship is well served

by this. So I think he also noted that point,”

he further said.

Notably, Jaishankar represented India at
US President Donald Trump’s inaugural
function. He also carried a letter from Prime

Minister Narendra Modi for President

Trump.Donald Trump took the oath as the
47th US President on January 20.

Punjab Police withdrawn...

CONTINUED FROM P1

Arvind Kejriwal. “We share
such inputs with security
agencies periodically. Mov-
ing forward, this informa-
tion will now be shared
with the Delhi Police,” said
Yadav.

The decision comes amid
recent concerns raised by
BJP leader Parvesh Verma
over the presence of Pun-

jab-registered vehicles in
Delhi. Verma questioned
the identity and activities
of individuals using these
vehicles and alleged that
their presence could pose a
threat to security, especially
with Republic Day celebra-
tions approaching.

Verma'’s remarks sparked
a strong response from the
Aam Aadmi Party, which
labeled the allegations as an

insult to Punjabis.

Earlier, the Delhi Police
had written to the Pun-
jab Police, seeking de-
tails of VIPs from Punjab
currently present in the
capital and their security
arrangements. The Delhi
Police stated that such in-
formation was crucial to
ensuring proper security
during the ongoing elec-
tion period.

Over 200 people quarantined in Rajouri

CONTINUED FROM P1

Meanwhile, the condition
of a young patient, Ejaaz,
airlifted to PGI Chandigarh,
is reported to be stable.

“This is an alarming situ-
ation requiring urgent ac-
tion,” said Dr. A. S. Bhatia,
Principal of Government
Medical College Hospital,
Rajouri.

Local MLA and National
Conference leader Javaid
Igbal Choudhary has called
for the declaration of a med-
ical emergency to curb the
spread of the illness. “The
government must act im-
mediately to save lives and
contain this outbreak,” he

told reporters, urging the
deployment of air ambu-
lance services and better
healthcare infrastructure
in the region.

Authorities have declared
Badhaal village a contain-
ment zone, sealing off the
homes of affected families
and imposing prohibitory
orders on public and private
gatherings. The contain-
ment measures have been
divided into three zones:

Primary Zone: Homes
of the deceased families,
sealed under magistrate
orders. Entry is strictly
prohibited without official
permission.

Secondary Zone: Families

in close contact with the af-
fected are under
continuous health moni-
toring. Tertiary Zone: All
families in the village,
where communal dining
has been banned, and ar-
rangements for food and
water are being made.

Over 200 individuals, in-
cluding relatives and those
who participated in hospital
visits and burials, have been
relocated to a quarantine
centre at a nursing college
and GMC hospital in Ra-
jouri.

Officials have implement-
ed strict security measures,
fencing off the facility and
monitoring its occupants.

CEC stresses on role of tech

CONTINUED FROM P1

for EMBs for reaffirmation
of democratic values amidst
challenges and complexities.
He emphasized the critical
role of technology and digi-
tal innovations in enhancing
efficiency, transparency and
voter confidence. He added
that while Technology offers
significant opportunities, it
also brings challenges like
cybersecurity threats and
misinformation.

According to an Election
Commission release, he
urged EMBs to streamline
strategies for addressing
these technological chal-
lenges to effectively mitigate
the risks.

Nearly 30 representatives
from the Election Manage-
ment Bodies (EMBs) of 13
countries including Bhutan,
Georgia, Namibia, Uzbeki-
stan, Sri Lanka, Indonesia,
Kazakhstan, Ireland, Mau-
ritius, Philippines, Russian
Federation, Tunisia, and
Nepal are attending the two-
day international conference.

CEC Kumar also outlined
key trends shaping the fu-
ture of elections, including
Al-driven processes, online
and remote voting, biomet-

ric authentication and in-
creased global collaboration
and called all participants to
explore the opportunities
with technological advance-
ments in making elections
more transparent, inclusive
and accessible. He under-
scored the role of EMBs in
not only safeguarding elec-
toral processes globally but
also expanding their reach
and impact, the statement
added.

Speaking in the session
on the role of technology in
elections management - op-
portunities and challenges,
Dasho Sonam Topgay, CEC
of Bhutan, thanked India for
providing EVMs and laud-
ed the process efficiencies
brought in by EVMs since
their use in the election in
Bhutan.

He added that EVMs have
won the trust of people in
Bhutan. Speaking on Digital
IDs, Topgay said that Bhutan
has a biometric Unified Na-
tional ID which is used for
voter authentication. He
added that Bhutan is explor-
ing the possibility of online
voting in future elections.

Election Management
Bodies from Uzbekistan,

Sri Lanka, Mauritius, Indo-
nesia, Kazakhstan which
made presentations on
their electoral experience in
2024, placed their concerns
regarding disinformation,
misinformation and fake
narratives on social media
affecting electoral integrity
in live elections.

CEC of Mauritius, Abdool
Rahman, also stressed on
the menace of fake news to
undermine the electorate’s
trust in the EMBs. Highlight-
ing a particular case of fake
online applications for the
recruitment of election staff,
Rahman expressed concern
on use of technology and so-
cialmedia in intensifying the
menace of misinformation
and disinformation during
elections. A representative
of the Electoral Commission
of Namibia, while express-
ing concern about the rising
trend of fake news, sought
suggestions on tackling fake
news on social media. Com-
missioner, General Election
Commission of Indonesia,
Idhan Holik spoke about
their experience of using a
dedicated What’s App chan-
nel to tackle misinformation
in real time.

Allindividuals are screened
before admission, and the
aim is to break the chain of
transmission.

A central team is investi-
gating the outbreak, with
over 230 samples sent to
various institutes for analy-
sis. The Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) formed by
the police is probing the
presence of neurotoxins
found in the deceased, ex-
ploring potential criminal
aspects. So far, more than
50 individuals have been
questioned.

MLA Choudhary criti-
cized the management of
GMC Hospital in Jammu,
alleging mismanagement in

handling the patients. “The
children who were shifted
to GMC Jammu are in criti-
cal condition, while the one
taken to PGI Chandigarh is
stable. We demand all pa-
tients be shifted to Chandi-
garh,” he said.

Despite commending the
efforts of the Rajouri district
administration, police, and
health department, Choud-
hary called for immediate
intervention by higher au-
thorities to address the cri-
sis effectively.

As the situation unfolds,
the people of Rajouri anx-
iously await answers and
action to prevent further
loss of life in the region.

Haryana waives Rs 2,500-cr
loan of two lakh SMEs

CONTINUED FROM P1

2024 Haryana polls, the BJP had promised Rs 2,100 as
monthly financial assistance for all women under the Lado
Lakshmi Yojna if the party returned to power. The BJP re-
turned to power in the state for a third consecutive term.

Chief Minister Saini, when asked about the government’s
plans to implement the scheme, said, “It has been three
months since the present government came to power. We
have made its (the yojana’s) full planning.

“The Budget Session is coming up and we will be making
the provision of its budget. The BJP fulfils the promises it
makes. Earlier too, we delivered what we promised,” Saini

said.

Call on going solo in local
polls at right time: Uddhav

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Ud-
dhav Thackeray on Thurs-
day hinted that his party
may contest the upcoming
local bodies elections in the
state on its own, stating that
his cadres were keen on it
and that he would decide
on it at the appropriate time.

Hitting out at Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
for criticising Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) over its loss
in the last year’s assembly

elections, he said nobody
should try to mess with his
party, and dared the BJP to
hold at least one election us-
ing ballot papers.

Addressing party work-
ers on the 99th birth anni-
versary of Shiv Sena found-
er Bal Thackeray here, the
former chief minister said
he has been talking to the
party rank and file in all
municipal corporations
and they want the party to
contest in the upcoming
local bodies polls indepen-
dently.
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NO FINANCIAL HELP FROM CENTRE FOR
WAYANAD S0 FAR, SAYS KERALACM

Vijayan says state has received Rs 712 crore in its relief fund

‘DISASTER OF SEVERE NATURE’

TDG NETWORK
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

erala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Thursday informed

the State Assembly that Rs
712 crore has been received
in the relief fund so far in
connection with the Way-
anad landslide. The Chief
Minister also clarified that
no financial assistance has
been received from the Cen-
tral Government so far.

The Chief Minister told the
Assembly that more help is
expected as the Central Gov-
ernment has declared the di-
saster as a very severe disas-
ter. Rs 2,221 crore has been
requested from the Central
Government. The Chief
Minister also clarified to the
House that it will not be pos-
sible to provide agricultural
land to the disaster victims.

“Land will be purchased
for the township in Way-

B The Chief Minister also told the
Assembly that more help is ex-
pected as the Central Govern-
ment has declared the disaster
as a very severe disaster

B State has requested Rs 2, 221
crore from the Central Govern-

ment.

B The Chief Minister said that it
is a fact that the Central assis-
tance has been delayed, but he
still hopes to receive assistance.

anad and houses will be
built here in such a way that
an additional floor can be
built in the future. Those
who want to live outside the
township being built by the
government will be given
Rs 15 lakh. The government
will pay the rent of the hous-
es until the resettlement is

(74 "2

completed. Money has been
allocated for that,” he said.
The Chief Minister said
that it is a fact that the Cen-
tral assistance has been
delayed, but he still hopes
to receive assistance. The
CM was responding to the
questions raised by the
Leader of the Opposition in

the House, VD Satheesan
and Opposition MLAs.
However, Satheesan al-
leged that the reha-
bilitation is uncertain.
“Even six months after the
disaster, the injured have not
been provided with medical
assistance. The treatment
of the seriously injured, in-

Security forces seize Maoist training camp in Bijapur

TDG NETWORK
BIJAPUR

In a major success, security
forces have taken control of
a Maoist training camp in the
core area of PLGA Battalion
No. O1in the dense forests of
Bhattiguda, Bijapur district.

The camp was left aban-
doned by the Maoists, who
fled during the army’s search
operation.

The joint operation was
carried out by CoBRA units
201, 204, and 210. Security
personnel on Tuesday, where
security forces stormed their
camps and demolished the
Naxal martyr memorial.

The Naxal’s training camp
had tall trees prepared for
training purposes, trenches,
and various other resources.
It also housed permanent
barracks and huts used by
the Maoists.

Officials have called the op-
eration a major blow to Mao-
ist activities in the region and
a step towards dismantling
their infrastructure. Secu-
rity forces have reaffirmed
their commitment to ensur-

16 naxals were killed on January 21, in Gariaband on
Wednesday. ANI

Operation over, neutralised Naxals being
identified: Police on Gariaband encounter

TDG NETWORK
GARIABAND

Following the encounter by
the security forces in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Gariaband district,
the police confirmed that the
operation is complete and 16
naxals were neutralised.
Superintendent of Police Nikhil
Khecha also informed that two
jawans also sustained injuries
are receiving treatment.

“The operation is over. 16 Nax-
alites have been killed in the
encounter. We have recovered
alarge number ofarmsand am-

munition. We are identifying
the naxals neutralised. Two of
the jawans were injured, they
are presently under treatment,”
Gariaband SP Nikhil Khecha
said to the media.

The operation, carried out
jointly by the Chhattisgarh Po-
lice, CRPF, and Odisha’s Spe-
cial Operations Group (SOG)
started on Sunday, and led to
the recovery of a large cache
of arms and ammunition, in-
cluding AK-47s, SLRs, INSAS
rifles, and other automatic
weapons from the site.

KTR hits back at Revanth Reddy

for ‘worker’s mindset’ jibe at him

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) working president
and MLA KT Rama Rao
hit out at Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
for purportedly labelling
him an IT employee with a
“worker’s mindset.”

BRS Working President
and MLA KT Rama Rao
took to X and said that be-
ing part of the IT industry
requires genuine talent,
education, skill, and dedi-
cation.

He stated that IT profes-
sionals across the world
earn their livelihood
through hard work and in-
genuity.

“To those who think they
can belittle me by calling
me just an IT employee,
I say: being part of the IT
industry takes genuine tal-
ent, education, skill, and
dedication... Unlike car-
rying bags of cash to bribe
MLAs or paying Delhi
bosses for a job,” KTR said
inaposton X.

“IT professionals across
the world earn their liveli-
hood through hard work
and ingenuity. To my fel-
low brothers and sisters in
the IT and ITES industry,
I salute you. Your tireless

efforts and brilliant minds
are the backbone of the
modern tech world. With-
out you, the wheels of inno-
vation and progress would
grind to a halt,” he added.

Further taking a dig at
Revanth Reddy, he said,
“Let’s be honest: some ac-
cidental politicians can’t
hold a candle to your edu-
cational credentials or your
work ethic. And we’re all
paying the price for their
half-baked policies.”

KTR said that he is ‘un-
apologetically’ proud of
his roots, education, and
work experience. “I'm un-
apologetically proud of my
roots, my education, my
work experience, my tech
background, and my com-
rades,” he said.

]

This comes after Telan-
gana CM, during an inter-
view with a private news
channel from Davos, pur-
portedly said that Rama
Rao had worked in an IT
firm earlier, “probably as a
computer data operator,”
and had an IT employee
“worker mindset,” speak-
ing like an employee.

He claimed that he, on
the other hand, was a
politician, a leader, and a
policymaker and said that
he “need not know every-
thing” since there were ex-
perienced officials to take
his instructions whenever
he wanted to make policies.

The remarks soon trig-
gered harsh reactions in
the political circle of Telan-
gana.

ing peace and stability in the
region.

Meanwhile, a recent en-
counter in Chhattisgarh’s
Gariaband took place where
bodies of 16 naxals were re-
covered following an encoun-
ter with the security forces,
the Chhattisgarh Chief Min-
ister highlighted the achieve-
ments of the security forces
and their success in dealing
with the Maoist threat, em-
phasising the government’s
commitment to eliminating
Naxalism in the state.

The operation, which was
started on Sunday, also saw
senior cadres of Maoists dead
and a large quantity of weap-
ons, including automatic
weapons like SLR rifles, re-
covered. Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
on Tuesday reaffirmed the
state’s strong stance in eradi-
cating Maoism, describing it
as cancer to society.Speaking
to the media on the recent
encounter in Chhattisgarh’s
Gariaband where bodies of
16 naxals were recovered fol-
lowing an encounter with the
security forces.

Was attack real or was he acting: Maha

cluding those who are seri-
ously injured, is being done
by taking money from their
own pockets,” the LoP said.
He alleged that the esti-
mated cost of Rs 30 lakh
for the construction of the
house is high and that many
sponsors are withdraw-
ing. Many are willing to
build houses at a cost of 20
lakh or below that, he said.
The Chief Minister ex-
plained that the cost of Rs
30 lakh for the construction
of the houseis a preliminary
estimate. The cost will come
down when the houses are
built together.

It is hoped that when that
happens, the cost can be
brought down to Rs 20 lakh.
The Chief Minister clarified
that a letter was sent to all
the MPs of the country ask-
ing for help in the disaster
and that he asked everyone
for Rs1crore each.

Massive blaze at
labour camp at
Pune engulfs 5
shanties

TDG NETWORK
PUNE

A fire broke out at a labour
camp in the Sangvi area of
Pimpri Chinchwad city in
the Pune district, said offi-
cials on Thursday.
According to the Pimpri
Chinchwad Fire Depart-
ment, the massive fire
caused significant damage,
resulting in the loss of cash,
and jewellery worth around
Rs 10 lakh, the lifetime sav-
ings of the labourers.

Fire Officer Gautam Inga-
wale, present at the scene,
reported that four fire vehi-
cles from the Pimpri Chinch-
wad Municipal Corporation
(PCMC) Main Fire Station
and Rahatani Fire Station
were dispatched to extin-
guish the blaze. The official
said that in total, five shan-
ties were gutted in the fire
incident. No casualties or
injuries have been reported
from the fire incident.Fur-
ther details on the matter
are awaited.

BJP wants to silence opposition,

says Chhatt

TDG NETWORK

RAIPUR

Former Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister and Congress
leader Bhupesh Baghel on
Thursday accused the BJP
of attempting to stifle op-
position voices in the state.
Baghel highlighted the case
of senior Congress leader
Kawasi Lakhma, who was
reportedly targeted by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) following his vocal
criticism of corruption.
Speaking to the media Ba-
ghel said, “BJP wants to
silence the voice of the op-
position. Kawasi Lakhma
(former Chhattisgarh min-
ister) is a senior leader, he
is a six-time MLA. He is
the voice of Bastar. He has
been repeatedly raising
his voice against corrup-
tion and raised issues in
Vidhan Sabha...He raised
a question in Vidhan Sabha
and ED reached his home
eight days later...There are
municipal elections and
Panchayati Raj elections in
Chhattisgarh. That’s why he
has been sent to jail.”

“The same thing happened
with Devendra Yadav (Bhi-
lai Nagar MLA in Chhattis-
garh). The efforts to silence
the choice of opposition in

Baghbel highlighted
the case of senior
Congress leader
Kawasi Lakbma,
who was reportedly
targeted by the
Enforcement
Directorate (ED)
following bis
vocal criticism

of corruption.

the democracy show the
dictatorship,” the Congress
leader added.

Earlier on January 16, a day
after ED arrested former
Chhattisgarh Excise Min-
ister and Congress leader
Kawasi Lakhma in an al-
leged liquor scam, Bhupesh

isgarh ex-CM Baghel

Baghel stated that the probe
agency could not even re-
cover even a penny from the
latter’s house.

He also claimed that
Lakhma exposed corrup-
tion in a project which was
approved without the sanc-
tion of the particular depart-
ment.

Lakhma is accused of alleg-
edly receiving a substantial
amount in cash on a month-
ly basis out of proceeds of
crime generated from the
alleged liquor scam. He is
the sixth person arrested in
this case.

As per the agency, Lakhma
was allegedy the main re-
cipient of proceeds of crime
in cash during his regime as
excise minister. ED investi-
gation into the liquor scam,
which ran between 2019 to
2022, revealed that proceeds
of crime were generated as
illegal commission which
was generated in multiple
ways.

The agency has claimed that
bribe was collected from the
distillers per ‘case’ of liquor
procured from them by the
Chhattisgarh State Market-
ing Corporation Limited
(CSMCL), a state body for
the purchase and sale of 1i-
quor.

Man held for murdering wife, boiling
body parts in cooker in Telangana

TDG NETWORK
RANGAREDDY

A shocking murder case has
surfaced in Venkateswara
Colony under Meerpet Po-
lice Station limits in Ran-
gareddy district.

The investigation revealed
that a man allegedly killed
his wife and reportedly
boiled some body parts in
a cooker while disposing
of others in a nearby lake.
Meerpet Police have regis-
tered a case and are investi-
gating the incident.

DCP, LB Nagar, stated, “A
missing case was reported
on January 17. In that case,
the husband is self-claiming
that he killed his wife. We are
continuing the investigation.
As of now, we are not final-
izing the death. The husband
claimed that he killed his
wife with a knife, chopped

DCP, LB Nagar,
stated, “Amissing
case was reported on
Fanuary 17, In that
case, the husband
is self-claiming that
he killed bis wife.

the body parts, and threw
them into the lake. We have
to find out the truth, and the
investigation is ongoing.”
The case came into light,
when case of a woman gone
missing was registered at
Jillelaguda under Meerpet
Police Station limits in the
Rangareddy district. The
mother of the victim had
filed a missing complaint. In
her complaint the lady stated
that her daughter who was

and staying with her hus-
band was missing.
According to Inspector
Police Meerpet, Nagaraju,
“On the 18th of this month, a
lady named Subamma gave
amissing complaint that her
daughter Madhavi, who got
married thirteen years ago
with Gurumurthy, a retired
army employee and cur-
rently working as a security
guard in Kanchanbagh, had
gone missing. For the last
five years, both the wife and
husband have been living
with their two children in
Meerpet Police Station lim-
its in Venkateswara Colony.
On the 16th of this month,
the complainant’s daughter
Madhavi and her husband
Gurumurthy argued over
some issue and walked out
of the house. We have regis-
tered a case and are investi-

minister Rane stirs row over attack on Saif

TDG NETWORK
PUNE

Maharashtra Minister
Nitesh Rane has sparked
another row after he made
controversial remarks on
attack on Bollywood actor
Saif Ali Khan.

In a fresh statement, the
BJP leader has raised ques-
tions on the attack on Bol-
lywood actor Saif Ali Khan
suspecting if the attack on
the actor was real or if Khan

was just acting.
Rane while addressing a
public gathering in Maha-

rashtra’s Pune, raised ques-
tions on attack on Saif say-
ing - “I doubted whether he
had been stabbed or he was
acting.”

“Look at what Bangla-
deshis are doing in Mumbai.
They entered Saif Ali Khan’s
house. Earlier they used to
stand at the crossings of the
roads, now they have started
entering houses. Maybe he
came to take him (Saif) away.
Itis good, garbage should be
taken away. I saw when he

married thirteen years ago  gating the matter.”
Mumbai school
receives bomb
threat, police team
came out of the hospital, I dlspatChEd fo probe
doubted whether he had TDG NETWORK
been stabbed or he was act- MUMBAI

ing. He was dancing while
walking,” Rane said.

Moreover, Rane also tar-
geted the NCP (SP) leaders
Supriya Sule and Jitendra
Awhad saying that these
leaders are only worried
about Saif Ali Khan, Shah
Rukh Khan'’s son and Naw-
ab Malik and do not come
forward when a Hindu ac-
tor is tortured.

A school in the Jogeshwari-Oshi-
wara area of Mumbai received a
bomb threat on Thursday, police
said.
Acting on the bomb threat email,
emergency response teams were dis-
patched to the school.“The local law
enforcement, along with an explosive
detection team dispatched to launch
athorough investigation at the school
to ensure the safety of the students
and staff,” said Mumbai Police.

Malegaon blasts case: Pragya seeks more time for court appearance

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

An application was filed
before the special NIA court
by the lawyers of former
BJP MP Sadhvi Pragya
Singh Thakur, accused in
the Malegaon 2008 blasts
case, requesting a delay in
her court appearance due
toasudden adverse medical
condition.

The court had earlier is-
sued a bailable warrant
against her for non-appear-
ance. However, in light of her
medical condition, the court
decided to keep the warrant
in abeyance. Thakur has
been given time to appear

before the court on or before
January 30.

Her lawyers informed the
court that Thakur’s health
condition prevented her
from attending the hear-
ing, and the court accepted
this as the reason for her
absence.

Previously, in November,
a special National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) court
issued a bailable warrant
against BJP MP Pragya
Singh Thakur in connec-
tion with the 2008 Male-
gaon blast case. Thakur, an
accused in the case, failed to
appear for court proceed-
ings, prompting the court to
demand her presence.

The warrant was “return-
able” by November 13, mean-
ing Thakur was required to
appear before the court by
that date to have the warrant
cancelled. Her continued

absence could further com-
plicate the legal proceedings
and delay the trial.

In earlier court sessions,
Thakur’s lawyer had ap-
plied for an exemption from
her appearance, citing medi-
cal reasons, specifically her
struggle with cervical spon-
dylitis and migraines. The
court had granted exemp-
tions based on her medical
reports, though it raised
concerns that her absences
were “hampering” proceed-
ings and “delaying” the tri-
al’s progress.Meanwhile, in
August, the Supreme Court
declined the plea filed by Sa-
meer Kulkarni,one of the ac-
cused in the 2008 Malegaon

bomb blast case, challenging
the sanction for his prosecu-
tion under the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act.

Kulkarni, along with six
others, including BJP MP
Pragya Singh Thakur and
Lieutenant Colonel Prasad
Purohit, is facing trial for
the Malegaon blast.

On September 29, 2008,
six people were killed and
several others injured when
an explosive device strapped
to a motorcycle detonated
near a mosque in Malegaon
city, Nashik. The case was
initially investigated by the
Maharashtra ATS before be-
ing transferred to the NIA in
2011.
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TIME FOR REAL DEVELOPMENT NOW, SAYS RAHUL Kejriwal vows to eliminate

Rahul attacks Modi, Kejriwal for relying on "false propaganda and PR"

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ongress leader
Rahul Gandhi on
Thursday said

Delhinow wants the “real
development model” of
former chief minister
Sheila Dikshit and not
the “false propaganda
and PR model” of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and AAP convenor Ar-
vind Kejriwal.

Gandhi shared on Face-
book a video montage
highlighting issues such
as inflation, unemploy-
ment, pollution and cor-
ruption.

“Bad construction, dirt,
inflation, unemployment,
pollution and corruption
- the truth of Delhi is in
front of the public,” the
former Congress chief
said in his Facebook post
in Hindi.

“Delhi now wants the
same real development
model of Sheila Dikshit ji,

B Gandhi points to inflation, un-
employment, pollution, and
corruption as major problems

in Delhi.

B Due toillness, Gandhi missed
rallies but addressed the public

through messages.

B Gandhi claims both leaders
follow a similar approach of
empty promises despite rising

issues.

B Gandhivows to conduct a caste
survey in Delhi if Congress

wins the elections.

not the false propaganda
and PR model of Modi

and Kejriwal,” Gandhi
said ahead the Assembly
polls.

Gandhi could not ad-
dress a public meeting
in the Sadar Bazar As-
sembly constituency on
Wednesday as he was
unwell and appealed to
people via a message read

out at the rally to ensure
the party’s victory in the
polls.

Due to his ill-health,
Gandhi could also not
travel to Karnataka’s Bel-
agavi for the ‘Jai Bapu, Jai
Bhim, Jai Samvidhan’ ral-
ly on Tuesday and earlier,
his political programme
in the New Delhi constit-
uency could not be held.

Bidhuri files complaint against Atishi
over alleged misleading claims

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

BJP candidate from Kal-
kaji Assembly seat, Ramesh
Bidhuri on Thursday filed
a complaint against Delhi
Chief Minister and AAP
candidate Atishi for alleg-
edly filing false complaints
and exerting undue pres-
sure on the administration.

In his letter to the Return-
ing Officer of the Kalkaji
Seat, Bidhuri claimed that
Atishi has hired paid work-
ers from other assembly
constituencies for cam-
paigning.

"The said workers are
creating a public nuisance.
They misbehave with my
party workers. Appre-
hending her defeat, Ati-
shi, to exert pressure upon
the administration and to
threaten my workers of false
prosecution, has started
levelling baseless and false

complaints,” he said. "The
allegations levelled are not
corroborated by any audio-
video recordings or oral tes-
timony of any independent
witness. Recently, she filed
a false and frivolous com-
plaint against my supporter,
Manish Bidhuri.

Atishi also got a forged
video circulated to tarnish
my image and influence the
elections regarding which I
have already referred a com-
plaint with the Kalkaji po-
lice station," the BJP leader

added.

Ramesh Bidhuri also men-
tioned that the filing of false
complaints by Atishi to exert
pressure upon the officials
and to disturb the peaceful
environment violates the
provisions of BNS, 2024.

"Therefore, I request your
good self to instruct SHO
Govindpuri and SHO Kal-
kaji to take action under the
law against such people who
are levelling false allegations
with public authorities,"
Bidhuri said.

Earlier this month, Gan-
dhi had launched a blis-
tering attack on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and former Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriw-
al, saying there is no dif-
ference between the two
leaders and they do not
want backwards, Dalits,
tribals and minorities to
get their due share.

Specifically targeting
Kejriwal at his first public
meeting for Delhi assem-
bly polls, Gandhi had said
that the AAP convenor
was following “Modi’s
strategy of propaganda
and false promises” de-
spite rising pollution,
corruption and inflation
in the national capital.

He also promised a caste
survey in Delhi if the
Congress formed the gov-
ernment
in the

unemployment in next 5 years

TIKAM SHARMA
NEW DELHI

With voting in Delhi assembly
elections less than two weeks
away, AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday
vowed to eliminate unemploy-
ment in the national capital
within the next five years.

In a video message, the for-
mer Delhi chief minister em-
phasised his focus on employ-
ment. “My top priority will be

national
capital.
Gan-

FIGHT FOR

dhi had
hailed
the work
done un-
der three
succes-
sive Shei-
la Dikshit-led govern-
ments and asserted that
neither Kejriwal nor the
BJP can match the Con-
gress’ track record.

DELHI ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 2025

to provide employment to our
youths. Our team is drafting a
detailed plan to address the is-
sue of unemployment,” he said.

Speaking about his campaign

efforts, Kejriwal said, “I am
traveling across Delhi, visiting

every street
and meeting
people. Over
the last de-
cade, we have
worked tire-
lessly to ad-
dress challeng-
es in people’s
lives. We have
made remark-
able progress
in education, healthcare, elec-
tricity, water, and roads.”
Expressing concern, he add-
ed, “However, it deeply pains
me to see our educated youth

War of words over 'violence in campaign'

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal on Thurs-
day accused the BJP of or-
chestrating violence during
his public meeting in Hari
Nagar, claiming that the
police allowed opposition
supporters to disrupt the
event and even attacked
his car.

In a post on X, Kejriwal
attributed the incident to
alleged orders from Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
accusing him of turning the
Delhi Police into a "person-
alarmy" for the BJP.
"Today in Hari Nagar, the
police allowed the opposi-
tion candidate's men to en-
ter my public meeting and
then attacked my car. All
this is happening on the
orders of Amit Shah. Amit
Shah has made the Delhi
Police the personal army
of the BJP," he said.

"Big questions are being
raised on the Election Com-

BJP forms special team to woo Purvanchal voters

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

To win the Purvanchal vote
bank in Delhi's upcoming
elections, BJP has devised a
special strategy by forming a
team of Purvanchali leaders.
Over 100 leaders from Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar have been
given key responsibilities.

Former MP and Assam BJP
in-charge, Harish Dwivedi, has
been appointed as the coordi-
nator. Starting Thursday, BJP
leaders from Eastern India
will step into Delhi's election
battleground.

Before that, a meeting with
all the appointed leaders will
be held at 6 PM in Delhi and
will be led by BJP's organiza-
tional secretary, BL Santosh,
General Secretary Tarun
Chugh, and Harish Dwivedi,
who will provide the neces-
sary directions.

Out of Delhi's 70 assem-
bly seats, Purvanchali voters
are considered to have a sig-

nificant influence on 27 seats.
Voters from Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, and Jharkhand make
up astrong vote share in these
constituencies. As the election
date, February 5, approaches,
both BJP and AAP are focus-
ing on these Purvanchali vot-
ers.

The competition for securing
votes from this demographic
has escalated, with both par-
ties engaged in verbal clashes
over voter lists--issues like
adding or removing names
have become a point of con-
tention.

The growing dominance of

Purvanchali voters from the
Hindi belt of Bihar, UP, and
Jharkhand in Delhi is evident.
According to available data,
there are constituencies where
Purvanchalis make up 25 to
38 per cent of the population.
In light of this, almost every
political party has prioritized
Purvanchali candidates, of-
fering them key positions and
tickets. During the 2020 Delhi
elections, AAP had given tick-
ets to 12 Purvanchali candi-
dates, and this time too, about
12 Purvanchali faces have been
fielded by the party.

The increasing political sig-

nificance of Purvanchalis is
clear, as people from Eastern
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and
Jharkhand--who initially came
to Delhi in search of livelihood-
-are now playing a crucial role
in shaping the city's political
equations. In the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections, BJP succeed-
ed in securing the support of
this group.

In recognition of the grow-
ing Purvanchali population
in Delhi, BJP has focused on
addressing issues that reso-
nate with this community,
especially through the Delhi
BJP Purvanchal Morcha. Key
issues such as preparations
for Chhath Puja, the polluted
Yamuna water during the
festival, and the condition of
slums are frequently raised.

Prominent Purvanchali
leaders like Jagdamba Singh,
Bipin Bihari Singh, Manoj Ti-
wari, and others are working
hard tobuild trust and connect
with the community ahead of
the elections.

Arvind Kejriwal in a poll campaign. File Photo

mission that the national
president of a national par-
ty and its leaders are being
constantly attacked and
the Election Commission
is unable to take any effec-
tive action," the AAP Chief
alleged further.

This came after AAP MLA
from Hari Nagar, Rajku-
mari Dhillon who is con-
testing the Delhi Election as
an Independent candidate
after being denied the tick-
et from the party, crossed

‘Kejriwal has
become a mascot
of corruption':
Chandrasekhar

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

BJP leader Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar launched a scath-
ing attack on AAP convenor
Arvind Kejriwal, labelling him
the "mascot of corruption”.
Chandrasekhar criticized the
AAP for making false prom-
ises and alleged that the party
engages in "politics of loot".
"People have understood the
reality of Arvind Kejriwal. He
said that he would never take
a house or government car but
he is living in a big luxurious
bungalow. He said that his po-
litical aim was to fight corrup-
tion, but now he has become a
mascot of corruption. He and
Rahul Gandhi have a strat-
egy to divert people's attention
fromall this... There is no differ-
ence in the politics of the Aam
Aadmi Party and Congress.

paths with Arvind Kejriwal
during his campaigning in
the Harinagar constituency
today.

Kejriwal was campaign-
ing for Surinder Setia, who
replaced Dhillon from the
seat.

On Wednesday also, Ar-
vind Kejriwal lashed out
at Union Home Minister
Amit Shah overalleged 'ha-
rassment' of AAP workers
by the police and said that
while he might have been

done "hooliganism" in Gu-
jarat, Delhi will not accept
such behaviour.

In a post on X, Kejriwal
said, "Amit Shah ji has
completely lost his tem-
per. Amit ji, you may have
committed hooliganism in
Gujarat, but Delhi will not
tolerate your hooliganism."
Senior AAP leader Sanjay
Singh also alleged that the
BJP, "fearing defeat", is ha-
rassing AAP workers in
Delhi using police.

The Delhi Assembly elec-
tions will take place in a
single phase on February 5,
and the counting of votes is
set for February 8. A total
of 699 candidates are com-
peting for the 70 assembly
seats in Delhi.

The AAP dominated the
2015 and 2020 assembly
elections by winning 67
and 62 seats, respectively,
out of a total of 70 seats,
while the BJP got only three
and eight seats in these
elections.

sitting at home, unable to find
jobs. Some of them, in despair,
fall into bad company and end
up engaging in criminal activi-
ties. Families are suffering and
distressed due to unemploy-
ment.”

Kejriwal emphasized, “In the
next five years, alongside con-
tinuing our work in areas like
education, healthcare, electric-
ity, water, roads, sewage, and
metro services, my primary
focus will be to eradicate un-
employment from its roots and
create ample job opportunities
for our youth.”

He acknowledged the efforts
of his team, which includes
leaders like Atishi, Manish Si-
sodia, Sanjay Singh, Satyendar
Jain, Gopal Rai, Raghav Chad-
ha, Saurabh Bharadwaj, Jas-
mine Shah, and others. “These
are highly educated, commit-
ted, and patriotic individu-
als. I have tasked them with
formulating a comprehensive
plan to address unemployment
and secure jobs for Delhi’s chil-
dren,” he said.

AAP destroyed
Delhi’s ‘world-
class infra’:
Pawan Khera

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Senior Congress leader
Pawan Khera on Thursday
alleged that AAP has "de-
stroyed" the world-class
infrastructure of Delhi and
turned it into "garbage".

Duringa press conference,
Kheratook a dig at the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), call-
ing it "Alcoholic Affected
Party".

The Congress on
Thursday launched
its campaign song for the
Delhi election with the
theme of "Har jarurat hogi
puri, Delhi me hai Congress
jaruri".

"We all know that alcohol
is harmful for health and
its addiction destroys the
entire family. We all have
seen that how the addiction
to earn money from alcohol
destroyed an entire state.

‘We will fulfil our promlse Chadha

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Aam Admi Party (AAP) MP
Raghav Chadha stressed on
Thursday that the party will
fulfil its promise of employing
the youth and exuded confi-
dence that the Arvind Kejriw-
al's government is going to be
formed with a huge majority in
Delhi once again.

He said that the party is re-
ceiving both the love and sup-
port from other people ahead
of the polls.

After holding a roadshow
in the Adarsh Nagar Assem-
bly constituency, Chadha told
ANTI, "The support we are get-
ting makes it clear that Arvind
Kejriwal's government is go-
ing to be formed with a huge
majority in Delhi once again.
We are getting so much love,
blessings and support from the
people... If the unemployment
situation keeps on increasing,
then this demographic divi-
dend will turn into a demo-

graphic disaster."

He emphasized that more
employment opportunities for
the youth would strengthen
the country.

He added, "And that is why
I feel that the biggest priority
should be employment. If em-
ployment comes into the hands
of the youth, then the country
will be strong. So I feel that the
promise of employment made
by the Aam Aadmi Party to-
day is a very important prom-
ise and the youth of Delhi will
definitely like this promise. We
do what we say, so we will defi-

Delhi Police registers S04 cases, arrests 17,879 for MCC violations

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police has reg-
istered a total of 504
cases for violation of the
Model Code of Conduct.
These cases have been
registered between the
period of January 7 to
January 22.

The 70-seated assem-
bly of Delhi will go to the
polls in a single-phase
voting on February 5

and the counting of votes
will take place on Febru-
ary 8.

Additionally, the Delhi
Police have seized 270
unlicensed arms and 372
cartridges along with the
seizure of 44,256 litres
liquor, worth more than
Rs 1.3 crores.

The police have also
seized 110.53 kilograms
of drugs and more than
1200 injections valued at
more than Rs 20 crores.

Since the enforcement
of the MCC, the police
also seized around Rs 4.5
crores (Rs 4,56,03,745)
in the form of cash and
around 0.850 kilograms
of Gold metal and 37.39
kilograms of Silver met-
al.

A total of 17,879 per-
sons have been arrested
by the Delhi Police un-
der provisions of pre-
ventive actions and oth-
er acts from January 7 to

January 19.
The Delhi Police has

been busting several
criminals and seizing

cash, illicit liquor and
firearms as the assem-
bly elections in the na-
tional capital are inching
closer.

Earlier on January 20,
Delhi Police busted an
interstate gang of illegal
firearm suppliers with
the arrest of its three
members and recovery
of several firearms.

The operation was car-
ried out by the team of
Special Staff of Delhi Po-

lice of North district. The
recovered items includ-
ed five semi-automatic
pistols, six country-
made pistols (desi kata)
and 28 live cartridges.
According to the
Delhi Police, the
accused were also in-
volved in supplying
firearms to criminals in-
volved in the infamous
Pragati Maidan Tunnel
Robbery case of 2023.
Among the three ac-

nitely fulfil our promise.”

Meanwhile, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) national conve-
nor Arvind Kejriwal said on
Thursday that his priority will
be to provide employment to
the youths, assuring them to
eliminate unemployment in
Delhi.

"In the next S years, my prior-
ity will be to provide as much
employment as possible. Our
team is already working on
the planning, and I hope that
within 5 years, we will elimi-
nate unemployment in Delhi,"
Kejriwal said.

cused, two of them have
been involved in the sup-
plying of illegal firearms
for the past 20 years.
On January 19, Delhi
Police nabbed a liquor
supplier for smuggling
and transporting illicit
liquor across the Hary-
ana-Delhi border ahead
of Republic Day and the
upcoming Delhi Assem-
bly elections. The inci-
dent occurred at around
7.15 am on January 19.
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'AAP TURNED DELHI INTO 'GARBAGE DUMP’, SETTLED BANGLADESHIS, ROHINGYAS
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Yogi alleged
thatinawell-
planned
conspiracy,
AAP
deprived
Delhiites

of basic
facilitiesand
jeopardised
national
security.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ttar Pradesh
Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath

on Thursday assailed the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
saying its government has
turned Delhi into a "gar-
bage dump" and "den of
chaos" while helping illegal
Bangladeshis and Rohing-
yas to settle down in the
national capital. Address-
ing his first rally in the Ki-
rari area for the February
5 Delhi Assembly polls,
Adityanath alleged that in
a well-planned conspiracy,
AAP deprived Delhiites of
basic facilities and jeop-
ardised national security

B Yogi highlighted
better infrastruc-
ture in UP, includ-
ing cheaper and

more reliable elec-

tricity.

B Yogi blamed AAP
for neglecting de-
velopment projects
and spreading mis-
information.

B Kejriwal defended
AAP’s 24-hour

electricity supply § 4

in Delhi, question-
ing power cuts in
UP.

with their actions.

He also accused AAP's
councillors and MLAs of
being complicit in the en-
tire plot, adding that AAP
convener and former Delhi
chief minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal has committed the
crime of converting the Ya-
muna into a "dirty drain".

"Yesterday, I along with
all my ministers took a holy
dip at the Sangam in Praya-
graj where Maha Kumbh is
on. I want to ask Kejriwal
whether he can bathe in the
Yamuna in Delhi along with
his ministers. He should
answer if he has any moral
courage," Yogi said in Ki-
rari.

The chief minister alleged
that the devotees and saints

e
e
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EMPOWERED FUTURE

in holy Mathura-Vrindavan
are also victims of AAP's
"sins" of AAP as "Mother
Yamuna" reaches there in
the form of a dirty drain.

He alleged that "Arvind
Kejriwal and company"”
never cooperated for the
cleanliness of the Yamuna
under the Namami Gange
project.

They do not want to co-
operate or undertake de-
velopment works and pro-
vide basic facilities, Yogi
charged. "Their (AAP) only
jobis to spread lies and vid-
eos through social media
and press conferences to
mislead the people.”

The UP chief minister
held three rallies in Kirari,
Karol Bagh and Janakpuri
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath along with BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj, BJP candidate ‘

in the national capital on
Thursday.

Taking a dig at Kejriwal,
Yogi said there is an "ATM
machine of lies" in Delhi.

He also slammed
AAP alleging poor

for Karol Bagh constituency Dushyant Kumar Gautam and others show a victory sign duringa
public meeting for the Delhi Assembly Elections 2025, in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

in Delhi. It means they
(Delhi) are charging three
times more money than
UP but they are unable to
provide a 24-hour power

condition of roads,
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Kejriwal biggest liar, AAP broke all
records of corruption: Nadda

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

BJP president ] P Nadda on
Thursday called AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal the "big-
gest liar" as he targeted the
party's government in Delhi
over its alleged failure to fulfil
its promises and corruption
during its 10-year tenure.If
a competition of lying is or-
ganised at the national level,
Kejriwal would come first,
Nadda said at a public meet-
ing in Uttam Nagar here, hit-
ting the campaign trail for the
upcoming Delhi Assembly
polls.

The Union minister listed
the excise policy case, in
which several AAP leaders
including Kejriwal were ar-
rested, among
"scams" of the
Delhi govern-

lack of sanitation, ment. The
problems of drink- AAP cut pock-
ing water and sewer ets of everyone
overflows in the na- in Delhi dur-
tional capital. ing its two con-

Yogi further secutive terms,
claimed that the UP DEI.HI ASSEMBLY EI.ECTIONS 2025 the BJP leader

roads in Noida and
Ghaziabad are far better
than in the national capital.
He said the per unit
charge of electricity in UP
for an ordinary consumer
is not more than Rs 3-3.50
while it is Rs 9-10 per unit

Tableau of Women and Child Development Ministry on display during the full dress rehearsal for the Republic Day
Parade 2025 at the Kartavya Path, in New Delhi. ANI

Dikshit alleges 'scam’ in AAP's
COVID medical procurement

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Congress candidate for the
upcoming Delhi Assembly
Polls Sandeep Dikshit on
Thursday raised serious al-
legations against the Aam
Aadmi Party-led Delhi
government, accusing it of
a massive scam in the pro-
curement of essential medi-
cal supplies during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.
Speaking to ANI, Dikshit
mentioned a writ petition
filed in court that claims that
80-90 per cent of the budget
meant for purchasing critical
medicines and equipment
was funnelled into the pock-
ets of just a few companies.
"These are not my allega-
tions. A writ petition has
been filed in the court re-
garding a case. It reveals
that there was a massive
scam in the procurement of
medicines within the Delhi
government. The most dis-
turbing part is that during
COVID, 80-90 per cent of
the budget allocated for
purchasing medicines went

A

into the pockets of just 4-5
companies," he said.

"In this, the Delhi govern-
ment purchased 4,000 oxy-
gen concentrators from one
company. During the COVID
crisis, when patients couldn't
be shifted to ventilators,
oxygen concentrators were
used to provide relief. The
government ordered 4,000
concentrators and made the
payment, but only 500 were
supplied. Due to the short-
age of 3,500 concentrators,
if 200 people died, AAP's
corruption directly contrib-
uted to that loss.

It was also revealed that
the N95 masks, which were
crucial during that time,
were not supplied as per

the order. Several other ma-
chines were also ordered,
and payments were made,
but it's unclear where they
went," the Congress leader
said.

Sharpening his attacks,
Sandeep Dikshit said that
during a pandemic like CO-
VID, when ordinary people
were risking their lives to
help each other, AAP was
making money from small
things like these.

Earlier on June 18, Bharati-
ya Janata Party Delhi Chief
Virendra Sachdeva claimed
that the income of AAP
Chief Arvind Kejriwal in-
creased by 40 per cent dur-
ing the COVID period in
2020-21.

Police seizes
drugs worth
more than
Rs20cr

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police have seized
drugs worth over Rs 20
crores and made arrests
ahead of the upcoming Del-
hi Assembly elections, as
part of a series of measures
to enforce the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC), confirmed
Delhi police .

According to an official
statement, authorities reg-
istered 504 cases for MCC
violations between Janu-
ary 7 and January 22, with
17,879 people arrested. Ad-
ditionally, large quantities
of illicit liquor, unlicensed
arms, and cash have been
seized, underscoring the
intensified security and law
enforcement efforts ahead of
the February 5 elections.

Delhi Police also informed
that 270 unlicensed arms
and 372 cartridges were
seized, and 44,256 litres of
liquor valued at more than
Rs 1.3 crores has been seized
so far since the implementa-
tion of MCC in Delhi. Cash

supply, he added.Aditya-
nath urged people to defeat
those who are playing with
them, making Delhi filthy
and playing with national
security. They have no right
to come back to power,

charged.

The AAP government
broke all records of corrup-
tion during its 10-year rule in
Delhi, Nadda told the gather-
ing.

"Wagf Board scam... they
did not even spare Muslims.

They committed a scam
worth Rs 100 crore (in Wagf
Board)," he claimed.

Nadda termed Kejriwal the
"biggest liar".

"He lies with so much in-
nocence on his face and mis-
leads everyone that if a com-
petition of lying is organised
at the national level, he will
come first. But the people
of Delhi will give a befitting
reply to the AAP in the as-
sembly polls," the BJP leader
said.

He said the AAP govern-
ment failed to fulfil its prom-
ise of providing clean water
to the people of Delhi and
was involved in corruption.

"The 'aapda’ (disaster)
talked about education for
10 years but was instead in-
volved in a liquor scam of a
whopping Rs 2,800 crore.
In (the Delhi) Jal Board,
they committed a scam of
Rs 28,000 crore and left the
people of Delhi in the hands

of tanker mafia," Nadda
claimed, referring to the
AAP.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi first referred to the
AAP as "aapda" at his maid-
en rally in the capital ahead
of the polls.

"They promised to clean
the Yamuna river but were
involved in a scam worth
Rs 7,000 to Rs 8,000 crore.
They cheated sanitary work-
ers and Kejriwal obstructed
the implementation of cen-
tral government schemes.

"They talk about schools
and classrooms but you
will be surprised to know
that they were involved in a
scam of Rs 1,300 crore in the
construction of classrooms,"
Nadda alleged.

Nadda said whatever Delhi
has got in the last 10 years is
from the central government
led by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and "not anyone
else".

NGT rejects plea for star rating on vehicle efficiency, emissions

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribunal
has dismissed a plea for the
implementation of a star rat-
ing system for all passenger
vehicles, based on fuel ef-
ficiency and CO2 emission,
holding it non maintainable.
On January 17, the tribunal's
bench comprising judicial
member Sudhir Agarwal
and expert member A Sent-
hil V examined the matter
and held the Energy Con-
servation Act was not one
of the statutes mentioned in
Schedule I of NGT Act.

It therefore said the Energy
Conservation Act, 2001 was
not within the tribunal's
ambit.

The NGT was hearing a
plea saying the star rating

system, an effective mecha-
nism to curb air pollution,
was introduced across the
developed nations.
Schedule I has seven laws,
Water (Prevention and Con-
trol of Pollution) Act, Water
(Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Cess Act, Forest
(Conservation) Act, Air (Pre-
vention and Control of Pollu-

tion) Act, Environment (Pro-
tection) Act, Public Liability
Insurance Act and Biological
Diversity Act. The tribunal
observed the applicant was
unable to dispute the fact.
"Since it is not one of the
statutes mentioned, the re-
lief prayed for is not within
the domain of the tribunal.
Application is accordingly

dismissed, as not maintain-
able," it held.

In September last year, the
tribunal sought a response
on the issue from the Min-
istry of Road Transport and
Highways, Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change and Ministry of
Heavy Industries and Public
Enterprises.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

In opposing the bail plea of
AAP MLA Naresh Balyan in
the Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MC-
OCA) case, Delhi Police re-
vealed that the investigation
uncovered the involvement
of Balyan and his abscond-
ing associates in organised

crime.

They allegedly conspired
to dispute the legitimate
properties of witnesses to
gain financial or other un-
due advantages.

The accused, along with
his associate Kapil Sang-
wan (alias Nandu), report-
edly threatened the rightful
owners of these properties
to coerce them into selling

MCOCA case: Delhi Police alleges
Naresh Balyan's role in crime

at significantly lower prices
than those agreed upon in
the sale contracts.

The applicant, Naresh
Balyan, is said to have used
agreements in the name of
an absconding individual,
Umed Singh, who has been
evading arrest since Baly-
an's detention.

Following the agreements,
Balyan would manipulate

the properties into disputed
status, enlisting Sangwan
to intimidate the legitimate
sellers.

The Trial Court issued
a non-bailable warrant
against Umed Singh, and
statements from public wit-
nesses have been recorded to
support these claims, stated
Delhi Police in its reply filed
opposing Balyan's bail plea.

Delhi cyber criminals siphoned off Rs
4,900 cr abroad, says ED

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Director-
ate Thursday said two Del-
hi-based "cyber criminals”
siphoned off more than Rs
4,900 crore abroad by "mis-
using" special economic zone
(SEZ) facilities. The two ac-
cused -- Punit Kumar alias
Puneet Maheshwari alias
John, a resident of Moti Nagar
area, and Ashish Kakkar alias
Pablo, a resident of Greater
Kailash -- were arrested by the
federal agency last year as part
of this investigation.

On January 17, ED in a state-
ment said a provisional or-

der was issued to attach nine
residential flats in Delhi and a
parcel of agricultural land in
Rewari, Haryana, in the name
of the two people and their
families.

The ED said it got on to the
case after taking cognisance

of multiple police FIRs reg-
istered across the country
against people involved in
crimes like online gaming
fraud, multi-level market-
ing schemes and investment
scams, including part-time job
frauds, online shopping and

fake loans disbursal frauds
through mobile apps.

These "scams" were per-
petrated through various
"fraud" websites and apps
like upbitro.com (instead of
original upbit.com) and a bet-
ting website www.taj777.com
created by companies based
inisland nations like Curacao,
Malta, and Cyprus, as per the
agency. It said more than 200
companies, registered in the
names of the two accused,
were used for "layering” the
proceeds of crime. These
firms were also registered in
the name of their employees
like office boys, drivers, and
sweepers.
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ECONOMIC COST OF FRAGMENTATION CAN
EXCEED 2008 FINANCIAL CRISIS: WEF

B Theimpactof fragmentation on inflation rates and GDP growth depends
heavily on the policies adopted by global leaders, WEF said.

AGENCIES
DAVOS

rowing geo-eco-
nomic fragmenta-
tion can decrease

global GDP by up to USD
5.7 trillion, giving it a big-
ger blow than the financial
crisis of 2008 or the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, a new
study showed on Thursday.
India and some other
emerging economies can
bear the biggest burden
in the most extreme frag-
mentation scenario, it cau-
tioned.
Countries are increasingly
using the global financial
and trading systems to ad-
vance geopolitical objec-
tives through sanctions, in-
dustrial policies, and other
economic measures, the
World Economic Forum
said while releasing the re-
port here during its Annual
Meeting 2025.

Trump to
address WEF
virtually

AGENCIES
DAVOS [ SWITZERLAND]

Donald Trumpis comingback
to Davos. This time, virtually.
The freshly reinaugurated
U.S. president is to speak
Thursday to an international
audience for the first time
after returning to the White
House three days earlier,
with a speech and question-
and-answer by video con-
ference at the World Eco-
nomic Forum’s annual event.
The fourth day of the annual
gathering also has featured
Javier Milei, the brash Argen-
tine president, and Muham-
mad Yunus, the Nobel Peace
Prize laureate who became
interim leader of Bangladesh
after the longtime president
was driven from power dur-
ing a public uprising.

WORLD
ECONOMIC
FORUM

e

—

The Navigating Global
Financial System Frag-
mentation report estimated
that fragmentation result-
ing from statecraft poli-
cies could cost the global
economy USD 0.6 trillion
to USD 5.7 trillion - up to
5 per cent of global GDP -
due to reduced trade and
cross-border capital flows
as well as lost economic ef-
ficiencies.

It could also increase global
inflation by more than 5 per

q

Annual Meeting
Davos 2025

=

cent ina very high fragmen-
tation scenario, it added.
The report, developed in
collaboration with Oliver
Wyman, showed that the
economic impact of rising
geo-economic fragmen-
tation could surpass the
disruptions caused by the
2008 financial crisis or the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Countries have been in-
creasingly using the fi-
nancial system to advance
their geopolitical objectives

- evidenced by a 370 per
cent rise in sanctions since
2017, along with subsidies,
industrial policies and dis-
cussions about the creation
of parallel financial archi-
tectures.

The report called on pol-
icy-makers to adopt eco-
nomic statecraft that fosters
cooperation, sustainable
development and resilience
in the global economy.

The impact of fragmenta-
tion on inflation rates and
GDP growth depends heav-
ily on the policies adopted
by global leaders, WEF
said. With a principled ap-
proach, policymakers can
advance appropriate poli-
cies for their economies and
societies while mitigating
unintended effects on areas
like cost of living and GDP
growth, it added.

In the most extreme frag-
mentation scenario, a full

Naidu showcases Andhra

AGENCIES
DAVOS

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Nara Chandra-
babu Naidu concluded a
highly impactful four-day
engagement at the World
Economic Forum (WEF)
summit in Davos, Switzer-
land. The visit focused on
promoting the state’s brand
image, attracting global in-
vestments, and fostering
strategic partnerships with
multinational corporations
and countries.

The WEF summit un-
derway in Davos, from
January 20 to 24, serves as
a platform to deliberate on
pressing global challenges,
economic transformations,
and sustainability goals.

Over the four days, Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu participated in a
series of impactful meet-

ings, roundtable discus-
sions, and forums with
CEOs and leaders of glob-
ally renowned compa-
nies. The delegation high-
lighted Andhra Pradesh’s
investor-friendly policies,
including the visionary
“Swarnandhra 2047” road-
map, inviting global corpo-
rations to explore the vast
opportunities in the state,
according to a press release
by the Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister’s Office.

On January 20, the Chief
Minister met with the In-
dian Ambassador to Swit-
zerland, Mridul Kumar,
at the Hilton Hotel in Zu-
rich. Discussions focused
on potential Swiss invest-
ments in pharmaceuticals,
medical devices, technical
textiles, and rail compo-
nents. The Chief Minister
also emphasised collabo-

ration between Swiss and
Andhra Pradesh universi-
ties, particularly in skill de-
velopment and Al-related
initiatives. He met with
CEO’s of Swiss companies
like Swissmen, Oerlikon,
Angst Pfister, and Swiss
Textiles.

The day concluded with
a warm reception for the
Chief Minister and his del-
egation at Zurich Airport,
hosted by members of the
Europe TDP Forum and
the Andhra diaspora, the
press release said.

At Zurich Airport, CM
Naidu and Telangana CM
Revanth Reddy met and
discussed the ongoing de-
velopment programmes
in both states. CM Naidu
also participated in a meet-
and-greet event organised
by the Telugu community
in Zurich.

economic decoupling be-
tween Eastern and West-
ern blocs would force un-
aligned countries to trade
exclusively with their most
significant economic part-
ner, it cautioned.

These nations could see
GDP growth drop by over
10 per cent - nearly double
the global average - with
India, Brazil, Turkiye, and
emerging economies in
Latin America, Africa and
South-East Asia bearing
the greatest burden.
“Fragmentation not only
fuels inflation but also neg-
atively impacts economic
growth prospects, particu-
larly in emerging markets
and developing economies
that depend on an integrat-
ed financial system for their
continued development,”
said Matt Strahan, Private
Markets Lead, World Eco-
nomic Forum.

Countries show interest in
Vande Bharat trains: Vaishnaw

AGENCIES
DAVOS

Railways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said that
many countries have shown
interest in importing semi-
high-speed Vande Bharat
trains from India.

The minister, who is in
Davos as part of India’s del-
egation for the World Eco-
nomic Forum meeting, said
there is a great interest in
investment in India across
sectors such as semicon-
ductors, food processing,
industrial goods, capital
goods and clean energy

“Many countries have
shown interest in Vande
Bharat,” Vaishnaw told
ANI when asked if there
were queries for the import
of the train manufactured
in India.

“And there is one inter-
esting thing that some par-
ticipants, who are of Indian
origin, say that when they
were in India, their children
say that they want to sit in
Vande Bharat,” he added.
Indian Railways launched
India’s first indigenous

semi-high-speed train
Vande Bharat Express and
it is regarded as a ‘Make in
India’ success story.

The first Vande Bharat
Express train was flagged
off on February 15, 2019,
on the New Delhi-Kanpur-
Allahabad-Varanasi route,
running at a speed of 160
kilometres per hour.

During the financial year
2022-23, approximately
31.84 lakh were booked
to travel on Vande Bharat
trains. The overall occupan-
cy of Vande Bharat trains
during this period has been
96.62 per cent.

These trains are equipped
with top-tier amenities and
advanced safety features,
such as Kavach technol-
ogy, accessible toilets for
Divyangjan, and integrated

Braille signages.

In India, there are four new
types of trains -- Vande
Bharat Chair Car, Vande
Bharat Sleeper, Namo
Bharat Train, and Amrit
Bharat Train.

“With the constellation of
these four trains, the pas-
sengers in our country will
get good quality services,”
Vaishnaw said.

Testing of Vande Bharat
Sleeper is almost complete,
and the data is being anal-
ysed, before the actual pro-
duction at Integral Coach
Factory, the Minister said.
Answering another query,
Vaishnaw said MoUs worth
about Rs 20 lakh crore have
been signed. “There is a lot
of interest in investment
from Davos, whether it is
semiconductor, food pro-
cessing, industrial goods,
capital goods, clean energy,
all are super interest,” he
said.

“The kind of MoUs that the
CMs have signed, it seems
that if the amount is not less,
then if we add all the states,
then the total amount of Rs
20 lakh crores.

Global auto leaders discuss urban
India

AGENCIES
DAVOS

The global automotive
Original Equipment Manu-
facturers (OEMs), micro-
mobility leaders, financial
institutions, and automo-
tive technology organisa-
tions discussed urban mo-
bility trends, innovations,
and opportunities in India
on the sidelines of World
Economic Forum (WEF) in
Davos.

Organised by Hero Motors
Company (HMC), in col-
laboration with the Confed-
eration of Indian Industries
(CII) hosted an exclusive
roundtable discussion titled
“Urban Mobility: Trends,
Innovations, and Opportu-
nities, 2030 and Beyond.”
Key discussion points in-

W ¢

cluded trends in consumer
behaviour, advancements in
automotive technology, ur-
ban planning innovations,
and the importance of sus-
tainable practices.

The participants high-
lighted that financial in-
stitutions and automotive
technology organizations
will play a crucial role to
address the critical chal-

T

lenges and opportunities in
shaping the future of urban
mobility.

The session focused on re-
engineering mobility solu-
tions to align with evolv-
ing consumer behaviors,
addressing infrastructural
and technological chal-
lenges, and integrating in-
novations into the urban
landscape. Collaborative

efforts and partnerships
took center stage as par-
ticipants explored ways to
define new paradigms of
mobility--solutions that are
faster, more sustainable,
and innovative, ultimately
contributing to the creation
of 15-minute cities across the
globe. HMC, a global leader
in engineering and mobility
solutions, demonstrated its
commitment to reshaping
urban mobility.

The roundtable served as a
platform for global leaders
to strategise and collabo-
rate, with participation from
marquee organizations such
as BMW, ZF Foxconn, Club
Car, Hyundai Motor, Volvo
Group, Invest Corp, Gulf
International Bank, KKR,
and others.

Sensex rises for 2nd day on gains
in I'T, consumer durable stocks

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Stock markets extended
gains for the second day on
Thursday helped by buying
in IT, consumer durables
and commodity stocks amid
a largely positive trend in
global markets.

In a volatile trade, the
30-share index rose by
115.39 points or O.15 per cent
to settle at 76,520.38. The ba-
rometer started on a nega-
tive note dropping by 202
points to a low of 76,202.12.
The index pared losses later
and climbed 338.55 points or
0.44 per cent to hit a high of
76,743.54.

The broader NSE Nifty
rose by 50 points or 0.22 per
cent to end at 23,205.35.
From the Sensex pack, Ul-
traTech Cement, Mahindra
& Mahindra, Sun Phar-
maceutical, Zomato, Tech
Mahindra, Tata Steel, Tata
Motors, Titan, ITC and Ba-

=== : - il #4
jaj Finance were the major
gainers.

In contrast, Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank, HCL Technolo-
gies, PowerGrid, Reliance
Industries, State Bank of
India, Hindustan Unilever,
IndusInd Bank, Nestle India
and Axis Bank were among
the laggards.

“Uncertainty lingers
whether the trade tariff
measures will affect global
trade, instigate higher infla-
tion, and currencies volatil-
ity. The trend holds a declin-
ing momentum YTD with a
pause today contemplating
the upcoming 2025 budget,

I - |
which has a muted expecta-
tion,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.

In broader markets, the
BSE smallcap index rose
0.67 per cent and midcap
gauge jumped 1.78 per cent.
Among BSE sectoral indi-
ces, Consumer Durables
rose the most by 1.95 per
cent, Commodities by 1.86
per cent, Focused IT by 1.79
per cent, Information Tech-
nology by 1.51 per cent, Ser-
vices 1.42 per cent and Con-
sumer Discretionary and
Healthcare went up 1.28 per
cent each.

Adani Green Energy Q3
profit up 85% to Rs 474 cr

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Adani Green Energy Ltd
(AGEL) on Thursday posted
over 85 per cent rise in con-
solidated net profit to Rs 474
crore for December quarter
on the back of higher rev-
enues from power supply.
The company had logged a
net profit of Rs 256 crore in
the year-ago period, accord-
ing to a BSE filing.

Revenue from power sup-
ply rose to Rs 1,993 crore in
the quarter from Rs 1,765
crore in the same period
year ago.

“We are steadily develop-
ing the world’s largest RE
plant in Khavda, Gujarat as
well as large-scale plants in
Rajasthan and other sites,
supported by well-aligned
transmission planning.”
“Our updated strategy now
includes largescale deploy-
ment of Battery Energy Stor-
age Systems (BESS), given

significant cost declines in
last few quarters,” CEO Amit
Singh said in a statement.
BESS can be deployed rela-
tively quickly and will be
crucial in grid integration,
supporting rapid renewable
growth and complementing
the company’s existing solar,
wind and hydro pumped
storage projects, Singh said.
Operational capacity of the
company increased by 37
per cent YoY (year-on-year)
to 11,609 MW with new ad-
dition of 3,131 MW power
plants.

Sale of energy increased 23
per cent YoY at 20,108 mil-
lion units in April- Decem-
ber 2024, backed by robust
capacity addition, AGEL
stated.

‘Private investment to GDP in FY24
set to hit 8-year high since FY16’

DOMESTIC INVESTMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Private investment in India
is set to reach its highest level
in eight years as a percentage
of GDPin FY24, according to
areport by the State Bank of
India (SBI).

The report highlighted
a strong revival in private
corporate investments, pro-
jecting private investment
to GDP to approach 12.5 per
centin FY24.

It said, “Private corporation
investment as percentage of
GDP touched 11.9 per cent
-- the highest since FY16...
FY24 data to be released on
end-Feb is likely to show
private investment closer to
12.5 per cent of GDP in FY24
itself.”

The report further noted
that in FY23, private corpo-
rate investment as a share
of GDP was 11.9 per cent,
the highest since FY16. Gov-

ONDC to boost India’s entrepreneurial innovation

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Open Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) has been
hailed as a transformative
initiative with the potential
to drive India’s next wave of
entrepreneurial innovation.

According to a report by
Kalaari Capital, ONDC is
poised to revolutionize the
digital commerce landscape

by fostering an inclusive and
decentralized ecosystem that
benefits businesses of all sizes.
It said “we see ONDC as a
catalyst for India’s next wave
of entrepreneurial innova-
tion. We’re particularly ex-
cited about entrepreneurs
who think deeply about these
white spaces and build solu-
tions”.

ONDC is a public technol-
ogy initiative launched by the

Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), under the Govern-
ment of India.

Department for Promotion of .

It operates as a private non-
profit Section 8 company and
aims to create an open, in-
teroperable network where

buyers and sellers can trans-
act directly without being
tied to specific platforms like
Amazon or Flipkart. This
open-source network ensures
greater accessibility for busi-
nesses and customers alike.

The report sees ONDC as a
major opportunity for innova-
tion. The firm is particularly
excited about the potential
of entrepreneurs leveraging
ONDC'’s architecture to build

scalable solutions.

It noted that India’s digital
transformation has been
marked by innovative initia-
tives like Aadhaar and UPIL.
ONDC s expected to continue
this legacy by addressing the
disparities in India’s e-com-
merce sector.

The report said while digital
commerce has thrived in ur-
ban areas, rural and unor-
ganized sectors have largely

CROSS RS 37 LAKH CR

NEW DELHI : Domestic investment announcements in India
have seen a remarkable surge, crossing Rs 37 lakh crore

in the last two fiscal years (FY23 and FY24), according to a
report by the State Bank of India (SBI). This represents a
significant jump from the Rs 10 lakh crore recorded in FY21,
driven by robust contributions from both the government
and private sectors. It said “Domestic Investment Announce-
ments - Crossed Rs 37 lakh crore in last two years”. The
report highlighted that during the first nine months of FY25
(9MFY25), investments worth over Rs 32 lakh crore were an-
nounced, marking an increase from Rs 23 lakh crore during
the same period in the previous year. This growth highlights
the sustained momentum in investment activities across the

country.

ernment investments also
reached a significant mile-
stone, touching 4.1 per cent
of GDP in FY23, the highest
since FY12.

A notable surge in invest-
ment announcements by
Indian companies has been
observed in the first nine
months of FY25 (April to De-
cember 2024). India Inc. an-

been left out. ONDC aims to
change this by bringing the
advantages of organized com-
merce to small businesses and
local retailers, while preserv-
ing the personal touch of tra-
ditional commerce.

The platform’s design in-
cludes innovative features
like Al-driven cataloging,
multilingual interfaces, and
integrated value chains. These
tools empower small busi-

nounced investments worth
over Rs 32 lakh crore dur-
ing this period, a 39 per cent
increase compared to Rs 23
lakh crore in the same period
last year.

Additionally, the share of
private sector participation
in these announcements has
risen to approximately 70
per cent.

nesses, such as local kirana
stores, to efficiently manage
inventory, list products in re-
gional languages, and connect
with national supply chains.
By addressing the limitations
of traditional e-commerce
platforms, the report out-
lined that ONDC promises to
democratize digital commerce
in India, fostering grassroots
innovation and creating a
more inclusive economy.
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TRUMP’S SWAGGER & TENSION IN WORLD!

Donald Trump is wielding a double-edged sword in his second term: What will change? |

‘adopt stringent
tfood regulations

OPINION
DR VIJAY DARDA

onald Trump is
all set to assume
the US presidency

for the second time today.
Much has changed in the
world since he handed
over power to Joe Biden at
the end of his first term,
but Trump’s fiery demean-
our remains intact. In
fact, even before assum-
ing the office this time, he
has started brandishing a
double-edged sword with
statements so bold that the
world is left wondering
what will happen if Trump
actually delivered on his
words. Trump’s swagger
has undeniably caused
a fair amount of tension
across the world!

Even before assuming
power, Trump made a sen-
sational statement about
Canada, suggesting that
it should become the 51st
state of the United States.
‘While the motive behind
his comment remains
unclear, the statement

caused a political earth-
quake in Canada. Already
on Trump’s radar, Justin
Trudeau, who had been
accused of harbouring ter-
rorists, had to step down
from power. For context,
Canada’s land area is over
1,50,000 square kilome-
tres larger than the US.
Both nations are found-
ing members of NATO
and have mutual defence
agreements. Given these
dynamics, how could the
US possibly “absorbh” Cana-
da? However, Trump has a
strategy of imposing heavy
taxes, a move that could
bring Canada to its knees.
He has already issued this
threat before assuming of-
fice.

A similar statement by
Trump regarding Green-
land has stirred controver-
sy. He declared that if Den-
mark doesn’t relinquish
control of Greenland, the
US will impose heavy tar-
iffs. Though 85% of Green-
land is covered by thick ice,
it is rich in mineral resourc-
es. Greenland Prime Min-
ister Mute Egede outright
rejected the idea of aligning
with the US but expressed
readiness for greater co-
operation. Consider this:
Greenland’s population is
less than 57,000. Winning
over such a small popula-
tion doesn’t seem like an
impossible task. Denmark
too, realises that opposing

Trump won't be easy, leav-
ing negotiation as the only
viable option.

By announcing his plans
to rename the Gulf of Mex-
ico as the ‘Gulf of America’,
Trump has made it clear
that his approach towards
Mexico will remain as ag-
gressive as before. Dur-
ing his first term, he had
warned about building
a wall on the border, and
when the Pope criticised
him, Trump bluntly re-
sponded that the matter
was none of the Pope’s
business! To tighten the
reins on China, control-
ling Mexico is essential for
Trump, as China uses fac-
tories in Mexico to manu-
facture goods and openly
sell them in the US. This
indicates that the tension
with Mexico is likely to es-
calate further.

Immediately after his
second poll victory, Trump
declared that Israel and
Hamas must end their war
before he assumes office.
This fear of Trump’s in-
fluence led to a ceasefire.
Trump is a staunch sup-
porter of Israel. During his
first term, he recognised
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
and relocated the US em-
bassy there. Regarding the
Russia-Ukraine conflict,
Trump may not support
Ukraine as generously as
Biden did. It is widely be-
lieved that Trump shares a
better understanding with
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin. Time will reveal
how their relations evolve.

From a diplomatic per-
spective, India could
emerge as the US’ most
significant partner against
China. Trump’s close-
ness with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is well

Whether one agrees with Trump’s
barsh approach or not, ignoring
him is virtually impossible.

known. However, under
his ‘America First’ policy,
Trump might take steps
that prioritise the US in-
terests, which might dis-
comfort India. During his
first term, he expressed dis-
pleasure over India’s high
taxes on Harley-Davidson
motorcycles and retaliated
by imposing hefty tariffs
on several Indian goods.
Now, Trump may pres-
surise India into prioritis-
ing the US in defence deals
thereby implying potential
consequences if it doesn’t
comply. Trump’s stringent
policies on H-1B visas are
likely to have an impact on
India, as the country is a
major beneficiary of these

visas. Moreover, Trump
has stated that he does not
agree with the policy of
granting citizenship based
solely on birth in the US.
These critical issues raise
questions about whether
Trump will offer India any
concessions. However, in
matters concerning China,
India meets the criteria of
“the enemy of my enemy is
my friend”. Therefore, we
can hope for the better.

But Trump is Trump! His
leadership style remains as
unpredictable as ever. At
78, he has held over 200
rallies, exuding youthful
energy. He has carefully
chosen his team members,
such as Elon Musk, whose

SpaceX faced a setback
with its Starship aircraft

crash, yet Musk remained :
unfazed. Trump’s swag- :

ger is evident: When the

judiciary made certain re- ;
marks, he boldly declared
that the President holds :
ultimate power. Even at

his inauguration, he has

country long considered
an ally of the US. This snub

has led to an uproar in Pak- :
istan, questioning its global

standing.

Trump is returning with :
full swagger, bearing the :

weight of a decisive victory.

He understands the need to :
make bold moves that align :
i ing to the World Health Or-
i ganisation (WHO), NCDs

with his signature style.
Welcome, Mr Trump..!

Biting the bullet:
‘Why India must

OPINION
DR FAUZIA KHAN

“Excessive sugar and salt are
silent architects of our nation’s
bealth crisis, constructing a fu-
ture burdened by preventable
diseases.”

India is standing at a cru-
cial juncture in its fight

against non-communicable
invited only select nations, :
excluding Pakistan -- a

diseases (NCDs). The nation
faces an alarming rise in life-
style-related ailments, with
cardiovascular diseases,
diabetes, and hypertension
becoming increasingly com-
mon. These conditions, of-
ten exacerbated by excessive
sugar and salt consumption,
are not merely health chal-
lenges but also substantial
economic burdens. Accord-

¢ account for 63% of all deaths

The author is the chairman,

Media and former member of
Rajya Sabba.
vijaydarda@lokmat.com

Waiting to be told: A film on the women warriors

OPINION

RAJESH TALWAR

More than forty years ago,
in 1982 the film director
Richard Attenborough
made a film called ‘Gandhi’.
The film garnered multiple
Oscars for itself besides be-
ing a huge success at the
global box office. Indians
were proud that one of their
own great leaders had been
showcased, but they also
felt a twinge of sadness that
it was a Britisher who had
made the film, not an Indi-
an. The actor Naseeruddin
Shah, understanding how
securing the lead role could
be the opportunity of a life-
time and could set his career
on a different trajectory al-
together, auditioned for it.
Unfortunately for him, that
role went to the British actor
Ben Kingsley who, as it hap-
pened, performed brilliantly
and received the Oscar that
year for best actor.

Sixteen years later, in 1998,

India had cinematic revenge
when an Indian film maker
Shekhar Kapur directed
‘Elizabeth’ which secured
multiple nominations and
awards at the Academy
Awards including an Os-
car for its lead actress Cate
Blanchett. Indians could
now console themselves by
saying that if a British film
director had made a film on
an Indian icon, Shekhar Ka-
pur, an Indian film director
had made a brilliant, award-
winning film on a British
queen.

How did Shekhar Kapur
get the opportunity to direct
Elizabeth in the first place? It
was because four years pre-
viously, in 1994, he directed
a film called ‘Bandit Queen’
based on the life story of
Phoolan Devi. It caught the
imagination of people across
the world. A female bandit,
taking revenge against land-
lords that had paraded her
naked, gripped the public
imagination. That the bandit
happened to be from India
made it all the more fasci-
nating. The New York Times
described it as ‘an action-
adventure film that defied
credibility despite its truth.’
The film garnered multiple
awards and cemented Shek-
har Kapoor’s reputationasa
film maker.

Despite the accolades, Ban-
dit Queen did not, however,
set the box office on fire in
India although it did excel-
lent business in the US and
Canada. This was not en-
tirely unexpected. Further-
more, as a bandit, the char-
acter Phoolan Devi could
not serve as a role model for
Indian girls. This did not,
however, mean that role
models for girls did not exist
in India. Possibly the biggest
role model was Indira Gan-
dhi a female prime minister
of one of the most populous
nations in the world. Across
South Asia there were other
female leaders who served
as role models: Benazir
Bhutto as the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan, and both
Sheikh Hasina and Begum
Khaleda Zia as prime min-
isters of Bangladesh during
different periods in that
troubled nation’s life.

While all the aforesaid dis-
tinguished prime ministers
deserve plaudits for making
their way to the very top in
a patriarchal society there
is one problem in their be-
coming a role model for
ordinary girls from humble

ek i
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background. What is the
problem? The problem is
that all four women came
from elite backgrounds. The
women were all daughters of
powerful men.

Could we not have an
inspiring film that would
feature a woman who came
from a humble, modest
background? There was the
film ‘Mary Kom’ played by
Priyanka Chopra, but such
a film did not really have
the possibility of resonating
across the globe. Is there
material in South Asia on
inspiring women who can
serve as role models not only
for South Asian girls but for
girls across the world?

There is in fact a story that
is waiting to be told. It is the
story of the brave women of
the Rani of Jhansi Regiment
that was part of the Indian
National Army led by Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose.

These were women who
fought for the INA, without
any prior military experi-
ence whatsoever. No woman
soldier in the INA’s Rani of
Jhansi regiment (named
after the legendary heroine
of the 1857 rebellion) ever

EELETON NS Gl .o ATEGOR

VIACOM18 MOTION PICTURES auo
BHANSALI PRODUCTIONS

fought a war before but they
were drawn to the cause by
Bose’s stirring words. This
was heroism at another level
altogether, rarely surpassed
anywhere in the world. How
did these female warriors
get enlisted?

Numerous moving testi-
monies exist of parents in
Singapore and Malaysia
giving permission to their
daughters, upon Netaji’s re-
quest, to fight in the great In-
dian cause of freedom. Film-
maker and writer Sagari
Chhabra journeyed across
India, Thailand, Malaysia,
Singapore and Burma seek-
ing out the men and women
of the INA. In her book ‘In
Search of Freedom’ she
chronicles the many quiet
acts of courage that, regret-
tably, may not have been
featured in school and uni-
versity history texthbooks.

A film can and must be
made to honour not only
the women who died
fighting, the women who
survived, but also their
beloved parents and fami-
lies who consented to have
their daughters risk their
lives. Girls even fought with

Janaki Nahappan who sub-

by Bose’s appeal for Indian
women to join a ‘death de-

fying’ regiment. She is re- i

ported to have immediately
taken off her gold earrings
and donated them. Her

their daughter’s appeal but
eventually she managed to
convince them.

of heroism that the world

leaders of the regiment such
as Captain Lakshmi Swami-

nathan and Janaki Nahap- |

pan but many others as well.
Archival material available

with Ms Chhabraand others :

may be put to use here.
A well-made film mounted

onabudget assuring decent :
production values could
not only be a success at the :
global box office, it would be

aninspiration to girls across

to overseas visitors that In-
dia respects the women who

fought for its independence. :

Shekhar Kapur - are you
listening?

Jorty-two books spanning mul-

tiple genres, bas served the Unit-
ed Nations for over two decades
across three continents. His
most recent book published by
Om Books Internationalis titled
“The Mahatma’s Manifesto: A

Critique of Hind Swaraj’

in India, with dietary risks
Editorial Board of Lokmat :

playing a significant role.
This calls for urgent regula-
tory action to curb the exces-

i sive consumption of these

of India

their parents in order to get :
their consent. For instance, :

dietary villains.

LEARNING FROM
SINGAPORE

Singapore’s approach pro-
vides a blueprint for India.
In 2020, the city-state in-

troduced stringent mea-
sequently became a Com-
mander of the Rani Jhansi
regiment, was only sixteen :
years when she was stirred :

sures to combat sugar-lad-
en beverages, mandating
“Nutri-Grade” labeling and
banning advertisements
for high-sugar drinks.
This policy aims to reduce
the consumption of high-
calorie, low-nutrient prod-
ucts, nudging consumers

towards healthier choices.
troubled parents resisted

Early evidence suggests that
such interventions can sig-

i nificantly influence public
behavior, prompting man-
These are important tales :
¢ products to meet healthier
needs to hear. The film that
will be made must draw
upon the lives not only of :

ufacturers to reformulate

standards.

India, too, must consider
similar regulations tailored
toits unique challenges. The
Indian market is flooded
with ultra-processed foods
and sugary beverages, with
children and adolescents
being the primary targets of

aggressive advertising cam-

paigns. According to a 2023
report by the Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE), the average Indian
consumes approximately

i 19 grams of added sugar per
the country, if not the world.
It will provide an indication

day, well above the WHO’s
recommended limit of 10%
of total caloric intake. Salt
consumption paints a graver
picture, with Indians con-
suming an average of 10.98
grams daily, more than

i double the WHO’s recom-
Rajesh Talwar, the author of

mended intake of 5 grams.

ECONOMIC AND
HEALTH COSTS
The health implications of
excessive sugar and salt are
profound. A 2022 Lancet
study estimated that high

i sodium intake contributes

to over 1.6 million deaths
annually in India. Similarly,
diabetes has reached epi-
demic proportions, with the
International Diabetes Fed-
eration projecting 134 mil-
lion cases in India by 2045
if current trends persist.
These conditions impose a
staggering economic bur-
den. The World Economic
Forum estimates that India
could lose $4.58 trillion be-
tween 2012 and 2030 due
to NCDs, underscoring the
need for immediate action.

THE CASE FOR
REGULATION

Voluntary industry initia-
tives have proven insuffi-
cient in India, necessitating
stronger regulatory frame-
works. Policies restricting
the advertisement and sales
of high-sugar and high-salt
products, especially to vul-
nerable groups like children,
can yield significant health
benefits. A multi-pronged
approach, including manda-
tory front-of-pack labeling,
advertising restrictions, and
taxation on unhealthy prod-
ucts, can effectively address
the issue.

Brazil’s success with front-
of-pack warning labels and
Mexico’s implementation of
a sugar tax offer compelling
evidence of the efficacy of
such measures. Post-imple-
mentation, Brazil witnessed
a14% decline in the sales of
high-calorie products, while
Mexico reported a 7.6% re-
duction in sugary drink con-
sumption in the first year of
its sugar tax.

THE WAY FORWARD
For India, the first step is
to draft a comprehensive
policy framework inspired
by global best practices but
adapted to local contexts.
Public awareness cam-
paigns, akin to those for
tobacco control, can play
a crucial role in changing
consumption patterns. Si-
multaneously, incentivis-
ing manufacturers to inno-
vate healthier alternatives
through subsidies or tax
breaks can drive industry-
wide change.

Legislation targeting ex-
cessive sugar and salt must
also be backed by robust
enforcement mechanisms.
Collaborating with state
governments, healthcare
professionals, and civil soci-
ety organisations can ensure
widespread compliance and
public acceptance.

CONCLUSION

India’s battle against ex-
cessive sugar and salt con-
sumption is not just a health
imperative but a socio-eco-
nomic necessity. Learning
from Singapore and other
countries, India must act
decisively to protect its popu-
lation from the dual threats
of sugar and salt. Enacting
stringent laws, coupled with
public education and indus-
try engagement, can pave the
way for a healthier future.
After all, a nation’s strength
lies in the health of its people,
and the time to act is now.
Dr Fauzia Khan, Member of
Parliament (Rajya Sabba)
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LANDMARK DECISIONS OF

AMERICAN

The US presidents in past ;

100 years bad played a

pivotal role in shaping world

on defence, diplomacy, and
economics. Decisions like
military interventions,
climate accords, or trade
deals can influence global
power structures, affect
international markets, and
redefine relationships with
allies and adversaries alike.
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ver the past cen-
tury, various U.S.
presidents have

made landmark deci-
sions that have not only
reshaped the trajectory of
the United States but also
had profound implications
on world politics, econom-
ics, and global governance.
These decisions altered the
way nations interact, the
role of international orga-
nizations, and how econo-
mies are structured across
the globe. Here, we explore
ten landmark decisions
made by U.S. presidents
that changed the course of
the world.

WOODROW WILSON
AND THE LEAGUE OF
NATIONS (1919)
Woodrow Wilson's pres-
idency during and after
World War I was pivotal
in shaping the modern
international order. Per-
haps his most conse-
quential decision was
his push for the creation
of the League of Nations.
Wilson’s vision was to
create an international
organization that would
prevent future conflicts
through dialogue and col-
lective security. The idea
of a global body designed
to resolve disputes diplo-
matically had never been
attempted on such a large
scale before.

The League of Nations,
formed as part of the
Treaty of Versailles, aimed
to promote peace and co-
operation. Although the
U.S. never officially joined
due to opposition in Con-
gress, Wilson’s ideals laid
the groundwork for what
would later become the
United Nations in 1945.
This marked a turning
point in world diplomacy
and helped usher in a new
era of multilateral coop-
eration.

Woodrow Wilson

FRANKLIN D.
ROOSEVELT AND THE
NEW DEAL (1933)

The Great Depression was
an unprecedented global
economic crisis, and Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt’s response
fundamentally changed
the economic and political
landscape of the U.S. and
the world. Roosevelt’s New
Deal was a series of do-
mestic programs designed
to provide relief, recovery,

Atomic Bomb dropping in Japan. Representative Image

and reform. It involved
large-scale government in-
tervention in the economy,
including the establishment
of social security, unem-
ployment insurance and fi-
nancial regulations such as
the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation (FDIC)
to protect bank deposits.
Roosevelt’s economic poli-
cies were a departure from
the laissez-faire approach
that had characterized pre-
vious administrations, and

US President Richard Nixon shakes hands with Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai at Beijing Capital International Airport. File Photo

they provided a model for
welfare states around the
world. By implementing
the New Deal, Roosevelt
not only helped restore con-
fidence in the U.S. economy
but also inspired similar
interventions in other na-
tions.

HARRY S. TRUMAN
AND THE EUROPEAN
AID (1948)

After World War IT, much of
Europe lay in ruins, and the
Soviet Union was extending
its influence across Eastern
Europe. President Harry S.
Truman’s decision to sup-
port the Marshall Plan in
1948 was a defining mo-
ment in the history of U.S.
foreign policy. The plan
provided economic assis-
tance to Western European
nations to help them rebuild
and recover from the devas-
tation of war. The Marshall
Plan succeeded in stabi-
lizing Western Europe’s
economies and promoting
political stability, thereby
curbing the influence of the
Soviet Union. It also led to
the creation of institutions
such as the European Eco-
nomic Community, which
would later evolve into the
European Union. Truman’s
decision to invest in the re-
building of Europe ensured
that the U.S. would have a
central role in shaping post-
war international institu-
tions.

EISENHOWER

AND MIDDLE EAST
INTERVENTION (1957)
The Cold War was marked
by competition for global
influence between the
U.S. and the Soviet Union.
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
Eisenhower Doctrine, an-
nounced in 1957, was a key
moment in shaping U.S.
foreign policy in the Middle
East. In response to rising
Soviet influence in the re-

RESIDENTS

gion, Eisenhower offered
U.S. military and economic
assistance to countries in
the Middle East threatened
by communism.

This doctrine had a pro-
found impact on U.S. in-
volvement in the Middle
East, signaling the U.S. com-
mitment to containing com-
munism beyond Europe. It

White House

Gulf Wars.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON
AND THE CIVIL
RIGHTS ACT (1964)
The civil rights movement
was one of the most sig-
nificant social movements
in the United States, and
President Lyndon B. John-
son’s decision to push for
the Civil Rights Act of
1964 was a landmark mo-
ment in American history.
This landmark legislation
prohibited discrimina-
tion based on race, color,
religion, sex, or national
origin, marking a decisive
victory for racial equality
in the U.S. The Civil Rights
Act not only transformed
American society by dis-
mantling legal segregation
but also influenced global
human rights discourse.
The U.S. became a beacon
for civil rights, and the Act
inspired similar move-
ments for equality and jus-
tice across the world. John-
son’s commitment to civil
rights, particularly in the
face of significant political
opposition, redefined the
U.S. political landscape.

Zedong marked the end of
over two decades of U.S.
isolation from China. This
move was part of a broader
strategy to shift the global
balance of power during
the Cold War. Nixon’s en-
gagement with China had
profound economic and
geopolitical implications.
It helped China integrate
into the global economy,
setting the stage for its rise
as an economic superpow-
er in the coming decades.
The U.S.-China rapproche-
ment also shifted the dy-
namics of the Cold War, as
the U.S. sought to play the
two Communist giants, the
Soviet Union and China,
against each other.

REAGAN ENDS COLD
WAR (1987-1989)

The Cold War, which had
dominated global politics
for nearly half a century,
came to a dramatic end
during the presidency of
Ronald Reagan. Reagan’s
policies of military build-
up and his aggressive
stance toward the Soviet
Union, combined with
his willingness to nego-

TRUMP 2.0 POLICIES ATTRACT IRE FROM
WORLD

America First and Unilateralism:

partnerships.

Trump's "America First” approach priori-
tized U.S. interests over multilateral agree-
ments, weakening alliances and global

Trade Wars and Protectionism:

global markets.

Imposed tariffs on China, the EU, and
other nations, disrupting global trade and
economic stability. His protectionist trade
policies led to retaliatory tariffs, affecting
supply chains and creating uncertainty in

Attacks on Multilateral Institutions:

Frequently criticized and undermined insti-
tutions like the United Nations and NATO,
creating friction with long-time allies.

Human Rights and Immigration:

rights.

Policies like the Muslim Ban and family
separations at the U.S.-Mexico border drew
global condemnation for violating human

marked the beginning of
significant American inter-
vention in the region, which
would continue through the
20th century and into the
21st century. The U.S. would
go on to establish military
bases and alliances in the
Middle East, which would
have lasting consequences
for regional stability, partic-
ularly in the context of the
Arab-Israeli conflict and the

NIXON OPENS TIES

WITH CHINA (1972)

In 1972, President Rich-
ard Nixon made one of
the most consequential
foreign policy decisions
of the 20th century: he
opened diplomatic rela-
tions with China. Nixon’s
visit to China and his sub-
sequent rapprochement
with the Communist gov-
ernment of Chairman Mao

TRUMAN'S BIG DECISION ON BOMB

After Japanese leaders flatly rejected the Potsdam Dec-
laration, USA President Truman authorized use of the
atomic bomb anytime after August 3, 1945. On the clear
morning of August 6, the first atomic bomb, nicknamed
Little Boy, was dropped on the city of Hiroshima. As
president, it was Harry Truman's decision if the weapon
would be used with the goal to end the war. “Itis an awful
responsibility that has come to us,” he wrote. This move
put a brake on the World War 1.

tiate with Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev,
played a critical role in
the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Reagan’s deci-
sion to engage in arms
reduction talks with Gor-
bachev, culminating in
the Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces Treaty in
1987, marked a pivotal
moment in U.S.-Soviet
relations. His willing-
ness to engage diplomati-
cally, while maintaining
a strong defense posture,
ultimately helped bring
an end to the Cold War.
The collapse of the Soviet
Union led to a unipolar
world order with the U.S.
as the sole superpower,
changing the global po-

litical and economic land-
scape.

CLINTON INKS NORTH
AMERICAN FTA (1994)
President Bill Clinton’s de-
cision to support the North
American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) in
1994 was a transformative
moment in global trade re-
lations. The agreement cre-
ated a trilateral trade bloc
between the U.S., Canada,
and Mexico, eliminating
tariffs and reducing trade
barriers between the three
countries. NAFTA had far-
reaching consequences for
global trade. It led to the
deepening of economic inte-
gration across North Amer-
ica, which helped spur eco-
nomic growth in the region.
The agreement also set a
precedent for other free
trade agreements around
the world and helped glo-
balize the world economy.

BUSH LAUNCHES
WAR ON TERROR
AFTER 9/11 (2001)

The events of September
11, 2001, forever changed
the course of U.S. foreign
policy. President George W.
Bush’s decision to launch
the War on Terror led to
U.S. military interventions
in Afghanistan and Iraq,
marking a new chapter in
the Global War on Terror-
ism. The War on Terror
had profound geopolitical
consequences. It led to the
reshaping of U.S. military
priorities, the erosion of civil
liberties in some countries,
and the creation of institu-
tions such as the Department
of Homeland Security. The
invasion of Iraq, based on the
belief that Saddam Hussein
possessed weapons of mass
destruction, sparked wide-
spread controversy and sig-
nificantly influenced Middle
Eastern politics.

BARACK OBAMA AND
THE PARIS CLIMATE
PACT (2015)

One of the defining global
achievements of President
Barack Obama’s second
term was his leadership in
negotiating the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement in 2015.
This landmark interna-
tional accord brought to-
gether nearly every coun-
try in the world to combat
climate change by setting
targets for reducing green-
house gas emissions and
transitioning to renewable
energy sources. The Paris
Agreement represented a
historic shift in global en-
vironmental governance,
with the U.S. playing a
leading role in promoting
a multilateral response to
climate change.
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SUPREME COURT: EXTRA-JUDICIAL CONFESSION IS A “'WEAK TYPE'
OF EVIDENCE, REQUIRES A GREAT DEAL OF CARE AND CAUTION

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
in the case Sadashiv
Dhondiram Patil

Versus The State Of Maha-
rashtra observed and has
reiterated that an extra-ju-
dicial confession is a ‘weak
type’ of evidence and thus it
requires a great deal of care
and caution.

The court also placed reli-
ance upon Balwinder Singh
vs. State of Punjab, wherein
the court stated that when
extra-judicial confession is
being surrounded by sus-
picious circumstances, its
credibility becomes doubt-
ful and would lose its im-
portance.

The bench comprising of
Justice J.B. Pardiwala and
Justice R. Mahadevan was
hearing the present matter.
The bench in the case ob-
served while overturning
a judgment of the Bombay

High Court, wherein the
court reserved the acquittal
of the present appellant or
accused for the offence of
murder and to summarise,
the prosecution alleged that
the deceased was married to
the appellant and their mar-
ital life was not very happy.
One day all of a sudden, the
deceased went missing and
her body was recovered
from the house.

The Trial Court in the case
held that the prosecution in
the case had failed to prove
its case beyond reasonable
doubt, the High Court re-
served this finding.

The Trial Court in the case
is of the view that a Village
Police Patil is not a Police Of-
ficer and thus the confession
made before him would be
admissible as an extra-judi-
cial confession.

Aggrieved with the same,
the appellant preferred the
present appeal.

The Apex Court in the

case stated that even if the
evidence is admissible, the
same should be true and
trustworthy in order to hold
the accused guilty.

Addingtoit, the court stated
that the above extra-judicial
confession should also be
found to be free of any in-
ducement, coercion etc. and
it should be shown to have
been made by the accused

on his own free will and
volition.

The court stated that the
same was vague and am-
biguous and it could not be
counted as an extra-judicial
confession.

The court while considering
the facts and circumstances
of the case stated that, “This
court is of the view that
the High Court fell in error

in relying upon the extra-
judicial confession even
while rightly holding that
the same was admissible in
evidence as Village Police
Patil cannot be said to be a
Police Officer.’

Further, the court addressed
the issue of concealment
of the weapon, which was
seized in the presence of the
panch witnesses.

Supreme Court: Prosecution must establish
contraband was seized from ‘conscious possession’
of accused to prove offence under NDPS Act

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in the
case Rakesh Kumar Ra-
ghuvanshi v. The State of
Madhya Pradesh observed
and has reiterated that to
prove offences under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances Act,
NDPS Act, the prosecution
must establish that the con-
traband was seized from
the ‘conscious possession’
of the accused.

The court in the case stated
that, ‘Conscious posses-
sion refers to a scenario
where an individual not
only physically possesses
a narcotic drug or psycho-
tropic substance but is also
aware of its presence and
nature. Thus, it requires
both physical control and
mental awareness.’

The court in the case stated
that, ‘The Conscious pos-
session implies that the
person knew that he had

The court while considering the facts

and circumstances of the case stated that
section 54 of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act, NDPS Act
comes into play andthe Trial Court was
Justified in drawing the presumption that
the accusedwas in conscious possession.

the illicit drug or psycho-
tropic substance in his
control and had the intent
or knowledge of its illegal

nature.

The court also stated that
the burden of proof will
shift to the accused as per

Section 54 of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act, NDPS Act
only when the conscious
possession is proved.
Adding to it, the court stat-
ed that, ‘It is the burden of
the prosecution to establish
that the contraband was
seized from the conscious
possession of the accused.
Therefore, only when that
aspect has been success-
fully proved by the pros-
ecution, the onus will shift
to the accused to account
for the possession legally
and satisfactorily.’

The bench comprising of
Justice JB Pardiwala and
Justice R Mahadevan was
hearing the present matter.
The bench made the said
observations wherein an
appeal is filed by a convict
who was sentenced to ten
years imprisonment for
carrying poppy husk in
train.

It has been argued by the
convict before the court

that he alighted from the
train when the police asked
him to get out from the
train along with three car-
ton boxes found near him.
Further, the convict
claimed that he had no
connection with the carton
boxes.

The court observed that the
explanation given by the ac-
cused was not palatable.
The court stated that, “This
court do not find any sat-
isfactory reply or explana-
tion as to how come he was
sitting on one of the cartons
and the other two cartons
were closely placed next to
him.’

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case stated
that section 54 of the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotro-
pic Substances Act, NDPS
Act comes into play and the
Trial Court was justified in
drawing the presumption
that the accused was in
conscious possession.

Supreme Court imposes Rs 2 lakh cost on petitioner over
repeated bail applications, asks police to arrest him

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in
the case Parteek Arora
@ Parteek Juneja Versus
State Of Punjab observed
and has imposed costs of
Rupees Two Lakhs on a
petitioner who intended
‘to take undue advantage
of procedural law’ after
he withdrew his antici-
patory bail application
twice before the High
Court before moving the
Apex Court.

The bench comprising
of Justice JK Mahesh-
wari and Justice Arvind
Kumar was hearing the
present matter.
Thebench in the case was
hearing the anticipatory
bail.

The bench in the case
noted that before the
High Court the accused
had withdrawn his ap-
plication on September
30, 2024 on seeing the
disinclination of the High
Court in granting antici-
patory bail.

However, another ap-
plication is filed by the
accused and the High
Court took a stringent
view. It noted that despite

the FIR being registered
against the accused on
June 25, 2023, no action

directed the police to file
a status report of the in-
vestigation by the next

bench in the case ob-
served that the petitioner
was trying to take undue

The courtwhile considering the facts and circumstances
of the case stated that, “This court direct the
Commissioner of Police, Amrtisar, to arrest the
petitionerwithin three days and to file an affidavit
before the Registry of this Court on the fourth day.’

had been taken for more
than a year against the
accused.

Further, the High Court

hearing.

The petitioner withdrew
the application again.
The Supreme Court

advantage of the law.

The bench in the case
imposed the cost for an
amount of Two Lakhs on

the accused and directed
the Police Commissioner
of Amritsar to arrest the
petitioner within 3 days.
The bench stated that, ‘It
is afact that even after re-
jection of the first bail ap-
plication and the second
bail application, the peti-
tioner has not been taken
into custody. Thereby,
petitioner intends to take
undue advantage of pro-
cedural law for reasons
best known.’

The court stated that,
“This court is inclined to
dismiss this special leave
petition with costs for an
amount Rs.2,00,000/
(Rupees Two Lakhs). The
costs is to be deposited by
the petitioner with the
Punjab State Legal Ser-
vices Authority and proof
thereof be filed within
one week. Ordered ac-
cordingly.’

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case stated
that, “This court direct the
Commissioner of Police,
Amrtisar, to arrest the pe-
titioner within three days
and to file an affidavit be-
fore the Registry of this
Court on the fourth day.’

The court also placed reliance
upon Balwinder Singh vs. State
of Punjab, wherein the court
stated that when extra-judicial
confession is being surrounded
by suspicious circumstances,

its credibility becomes doubtful
and would lose its importance.

The court reiterated that
even if the panch witnesses
are turned hostile, the oral
evidence of an Investigating
Officer can be relied upon if
it inspires confidence.

The court held that the I.O.
did was to depose that he
had drawn the panchnama
and in the end identified
his signature on the same
and that of the panch wit-
nesses. Thus, the same can-
not be said to be proving the

contents of the panchnama
in accordance with law. In
such kind of circumstances,
the circumstance of discov-
ery also cannot be relied
upon.

The court also opined that
the prosecution can invoke
Section 106 of the Evidence
Act, only when it proves that
its case is beyond reasonable
doubt and as per the provi-
sion of Section 106 of Evi-
dence Act, if any fact is with-

in the special knowledge of a

person, the burden of prov-
ing that fact is on him and if
the prosecution has failed to

establish the same, it cannot

throw the entire burden on

the accused to establish his

innocence.

Further, the court stated

that, “The initial burden of
proofis always on the prose-
cution. Thus, In cases where

husband is alleged to have

killed his wife in the night
hours and that too within

the residential house, then

undoubtedly the husband

has to offer some explana-
tion as to what had actually
happened and if he fails to

offer any plausible explana-
tion, this can go against him.
Therefore, Section 106 of
the Evidence Act is subject
to one well-settled principle

of law and the prosecution
has to first lay the founda-
tional facts before it seeks

to invoke Section 106 of the

Evidence Act.

Supreme Court: Bald allegation of Section 52 A non-
compliance won't result in acquittal unless foundational
facts of non-compliance proved under NDPS Act

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in
the case Rajwant Singh
Versus The State Of
Haryana observed and
has reiterated that un-
less the foundational
facts of non-compli-
ance of Section 52A of
the NDPS Act are not
proved by the accused,
the accused cannot as-
sert a bald allegation
that the conviction for
possessing contraband
cannot be sustained
due to non-compliance
of Section 52A of the
NDPS Act.

The bench comprising
of Justice JB Pardiwala
and Justice R Mahade-
van was hearing the
present matter.

The bench in the case
was hearing the matter
wherein the accused
was booked for pos-
sessing contraband
and sought acquittal
due to non-compliance
with Section 52A of the
NDPS Act.

The court doubted the
appellant’s case because
the investigating officer
detailed the recovery
process and sealing of
the contraband in com-
pliance with Section 52A
which was not ques-
tioned by the appellant
during cross-examina-
tion of the prosecution
witness that there was
no compliance with Sec-
tion 52A.

The court in the case
stated that the petition
filed for non-compliance
cannot be taken out of
the blue; rather, a foun-
dation fact ought to be
laid down by asking the
investigating officer ap-
propriate relevant ques-
tions.

The bench also referred
to the case Bharat Aam-
bale v. State of Chhattis-
garh, wherein the court
referred to its own order

The court doubted the appellant’s case
because the investigating officer detailed

the recovery process and sealing of the

contraband in compliance with Section

52 A which was not questioned by the

appellant during cross-examination of

the prosecution witness that there was

no compliance with Section 52.A.

tonegate the Appellant’s
argument of non-com-
pliance of Section 52 of
the NDPS Act holding
that mere non-compli-
ance with Section 52A
would not be fatal to the
prosecution’s case when
other cogent evidence
proves the recovery of
the contraband from the
accused possession.

The court stated that,
‘It being clear that the
initial burden lies on
the accused to first lay
the foundational facts
to show that there was
non-compliance of Sec-
tion 52A of the NDPS
Act on a preponderance
of probabilities, either
by leading evidence of
its own or by relying
upon the evidence of
the prosecution and in
the present matter, no

question whatsoever
was put by the defence
counsel to PW-7 as re-
gards Section 52A of the
NDPS Act. Moreover,
apart from a mere bald
assertion that there has
been a contravention of
the mandate of Section
52A of the NDPS Act,
wherein nothing cogent
has been pointed out
to us by the appellant
herein that would show
that there had been a
violation of the require-
ments of Section 52A of
the NDPS Act.

The court while con-
sidering the facts and
circumstances of the
case stated that, ‘This
court do not find any er-
ror much less any error
of law in the impugned
judgment of the High
Court.’

Supreme Court confers Senior designations

on 4 former High Court judges

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court
Collegium bench com-
prising of Chief Justice
of India Sanjiv Khanna,
Justice B.R. Gavai, Jus-
tice Surya Kant, Justice
Hrishikesh Roy and
Justice Abhay S. Oka

have designated the
following former Chief
Justice or Judges of the
High Courts as Senior
Advocates with effect
from January 22, 2025.
1. Arvind Singh Sang-
wan, former Judge of
the High Court of Ju-
dicature at Allahabad

2. CV. Nagarjuna Red-

dy, former Judge of the
High Court of Andhra
Pradesh and Telan-
gana

3. Goutam Bhaduri,
former Judge, High
Court of Chhattisgarh

4. S. Vaidyanathan,
former Chief Justice,
High Court of Megha-
laya.
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wororiensy ISRAELIFORCES FIRE ON ARMED MEN IN
GAZA, ISLAMIC JIHAD OPERATIVE KILLED

In several other instances, masked suspects were spotted approaching
soldiers. Troops fired warning shots in the air to distance them.

CHINAAIMSTO
WORKWITH
NETHERLANDS

HONG KONG: China’s
Vice Premier Ding
Xuexiang said at a meet-
ing with Dutch King
Willem-Alexanderin The
Hague that China stands
ready to increase mutual
trust and that it would
work together to maintain
stability and smoothness
of the global supply chain.
The meeting was re-
ported by China’s foreign
ministry on Thursday.

It comes days after the
Dutch government said

it would expand export
controls on advanced
semiconductor equip-
ment from April 1.

QATAR’S NEW
LAWS FOR FOREIGN
INVESTMENT

DOHA: Qatar plans to
introduce three new laws
as part of a sweeping
review of legislation
designed to make the
Gulf Arab state more at-
tractive to foreign inves-
tors, the new minister of
commerce and economy
told Reuters.

Sheikh Faisal bin Thani
AlThanisaid in an
interview that Qatar
plans to introduce new
legislation including a
bankruptcy law, a public
private partnership law
and a new commercial
registration law.

“We're looking at 27 laws
and regulations across
17 government minis-
tries that affect 500-plus
activities,” he said,
describing the legisla-
tive review. Sheikh Faisal
said he expects the new
bankruptcy and public
private partnership laws
to be drafted before the
end of March.

TAIWAN FINDS 35
CHINESE PLANES
INITS AREA

Taipei: Taiwan’s Ministry
of National Defence
(MND) has detected 35
Chinese aircraft and 6
naval vessels around
the island as of 6am
(UTC+8) on Thursday
Among them, 27 aircraft
crossed the median line
and entered Taiwan'’s
northern, southwestern
and eastern Air Defense
Identification Zone
(ADIZ).Sharing a post
on X, MND wrote, “35
PLA aircraft and 6 PLAN
vessels operating around
Taiwan were detected
up until 6 a.m. (UTC+8)
today. 27 of the aircraft
crossed the median line
and entered Taiwan'’s
northern, southwest-
ern and eastern ADIZ.
We have monitored the
situation and responded
accordingly.”

AIRINDIATO
RESUME TEL AVIV-
DELHIFLIGHTS

JERUSALEM: With
ceasefire holding up in
the north and south of
Israel, several major
international airlines,
including Air India, have
announced plans to
resume flights to Israel
expanding connectivity to
the war-torn region.
“It's official now. We are
resuming flights from
March 2, 2025," a repre-
sentative for Air India in
Israel told PTI.

Several Indians stay-
ing in Israel felt a sigh
of relief as the Indian
carrier’'s website opened
bookings on the said
route.

AGENCIES
TEL AVIV

tified several armed ter-

rorists who posed a threat
despite the ceasefire in several
incidents, the Israel Defense
Forces said on Wednesday
night.

In one incident, in southern
Gaza, soldiers Kkilled a ter-
rorist who was identified as
Akram Atef Farhan Zanon of
Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

In several other instances,
masked suspects were spotted
approaching soldiers. Troops
fired warning shots in the air
to distance them.

“The IDF is determined
to fully maintain the terms
of the agreement in order to
return the hostages. The IDF
is prepared for any scenario
and will continue to take all
necessary actions to thwart
any immediate threat to IDF
soldiers,” the army said.

The first phase of the cease-
fire will see 30 more Israeli
hostages freed over several
weeks in exchange for hun-
dreds of Palestinian terror-
ists imprisoned in Israel. The
exact number will depend
on how many of the hostages

Israeli troops in Gazaiden-

CEASEFIRE TENSIONS
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Men in Gaza amid dilapidated buildings bombed by the IDF earlier: File Photo

B |IDF Kills Terrorist: IDF forces killed Akram Atef Farhan Zanon, a member
of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, in southern Gaza.
B Ceasefire Violations: Despite the ceasefire, armed suspects posed a threat
to IDF soldiers, leading to defensive actions.
B Warning Shots Fired: Masked suspects approaching soldiers were met with

warning shots.

B Hostage Exchange: 30 Israeli hostages to be freed in exchange for Palestin-
ian prisoners. Fate of remaining hostages to be determined after 16 days.

IDF KILLS ATERRORIST IN GAZA

TEL AVIV: The IDF (Israel Defense Forces) reported that during
the last day, its forces acted to defend themselves after they
came under threats posed to them in the Gaza Strip, despite
the terms of the ceasefire agreement that entered into force on
Sunday. In the south of the Gaza Strip, the IDF forces acting in
accordance with the terms of the ceasefire agreement, identi-
fied a number of armed suspects who posed a threat to them.

are alive. The fate of the re-
maining 65 hostages will be
determined by negotiations
to begin on the 16th day of
the ceasefire. Critics say the
phased approach condemns
hostages not freed in the be-
ginning to open-ended captiv-
ity and undermines Israel’s
war gains.

Pakistan govt expresses regret
over PTT’s ‘rigid’ stance on talks

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD

The Pakistani government
has expressed disappoint-
ment over Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) refusal
to attend the fourth round
of talks unless a judicial
commission is formed, call-
ing the opposition party’s
stance “rigid,” as reported
by Geo News on Wednes-
day.

Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter’s political affairs aide,
Rana Sanaullah, empha-
sised that negotiations were
the only way forward in a
democratic system and as-
sured that no harm would
come to PTI if they par-
ticipated in the talks, Geo
News reported.“We would
not snatch anything from
the PTI if they attend [the
fourth round of talks]...ne-
gotiations are not a decree.”
Sanaullah said as quoted by
Geo News.

PTTI’s senior leader Omar
Ayub announced the party’s
decision to boycott the up-
coming round, claiming the
talks would be meaningless
without the establishment of

Thailand to legalise same-s

AGENCIES
BANGKOK

Hundreds of same-sex
couples are tying the knot
in Thailand on Thursday,
as the country becomes the
first in Southeast Asia to le-
galize marriage equality, ac-
cording to a report by CNN.

According to Bangkok
Pride, which partnered with
local authorities to organize
the event, over 200 couples
registered to marry at the
Siam Paragon shopping
center.

This bill marks a major
victory for the LGBTQ+
community, which has

ajudicial commission.

“The constitution of the ju-
dicial commission is neces-
sary before the fourth round
of talks,” he said as quoted
by Geo News. The PTI had
previously presented de-
mands for a judicial probe
into the events of May 9,
2023, and November 26,
2024, as well as the release
of political prisoners, dur-
ing the third round of nego-
tiations on January 16.The
party also warned it would
not continue talks if the
government failed to form
two separate commissions
to investigate these events.
Meanwhile, Sanaullah
pointed out that the govern-
ment had already formed a

spent more than a decade
advocating for equal mar-
riage rights. The law, ap-
proved by Thailand’s par-
liament and endorsed by
the king in 2024, grants

sub-committee to address
PTI’s demands and that a
written response would be
provided within a couple of
days, Geo News reported.
He added that further dis-
cussions could lead toa con-
sensus on common issues.
National Assembly Speaker
Ayaz Sadiq, speaking to Geo
News, also regretted the “ri-
gidity” in the negotiation
process, highlighting that
talks require flexibility from
both sides to make progress.
Regarding the formation of
ajudicial commission, PML-
N Senator Irfan Siddiqui, a
government negotiation
team spokesperson, said the
ruling coalition had not yet
decided on the matter.

tolegally register their mar-
riages, offering them full le-
gal, financial, and medical
rights, as well as adoption
and inheritance rights.

Kathmandu: Fire

guts property
worth millions

AGENCIES
KATHMANDU

Properties worth millions were
destroyed in a fire at a godown
of home appliances in Kath-
mandu.

The fire, which was caused
by faulty wiring, spread
quickly, sending sparks and
thick smoke that engulfed two
homes. Fire tenders, along
with security officials, swiftly
responded to control the blaze.

Speaking to ANI, Purnima
Chand, spokesperson for the
District Police Range, Kath-
mandu, said, “The fire started
from a house in the old shop-
ping area of Kathmandu- the
Ason. The fire had started at
3:30 in the afternoon. Fire ten-
ders as well as Nepal Police, the
Armed Police Force and the
Nepal Army were deployed on
the scene to control the blaze.
Properties have been dam-
aged which might amount in
billions. Final estimate will be
available after thorough inspec-
tion.”

After battling the fire for over
two hours, it was finally extin-
guished at around 5:00 in the
evening.

Syria turns to Islamic law in

effort to rebuild Assad’s police
1 =4 ;

AGENCIES
DAMASCUS

Syria’s new authorities are
using Islamic teachings
to train a fledgling police
force, a move officers say
aims to instil a sense of mo-
rality as they race to fill a
security vacuum after dis-
mantling ousted president
Bashar al-Assad’s notori-
ously corrupt and brutal
security forces.

Police they brought into
Damascus from their for-
mer rebel enclave in the
northwestern region of
Idlib are asking applicants
about their beliefs and fo-
cusing on Islamic sharia
law in the brief training
they offer recruits, accord-
ing to five senior officers
and application forms seen
by Reuters.

Ensuring stability and
winning the trust of people
across Syria will be cru-
cial for the Sunni Muslim
Islamists to cement their
rule. But the move to put re-
ligion at the centre of polic-
ing risks seeding new rifts
in a diverse country awash
with guns after 13 years of
civil war and alienating for-
eign governments they have
been trying to woo, regional
analysts warn.“There are
many Syrians who will
find this concerning,” said
Aron Lund, a fellow at Cen-

-

Syrian police members attend their graduation ceremony,
after the ouster of Syria’s Bashar al-Assad, at the Police
Academy under the Syrian Salvation Government, in
Damascus, Syria January 14, 2025. File Photo

POLICE DISBANDED

Assad’s myriad security forces were widely feared for tyran-
nical and predatory behaviour, ranging from arrests of dis-
sidents who ended up tortured or killed to demanding bribes
to resolve minor infractions. The extent of public anger against
them was evident in the days after Assad was toppled on Dec.
8. Most of the capital's police stations were ransacked by loot-
ers, with equipment and records pillaged or destroyed.

Police said half of the roughly 20 stations have since reopened,
but they are each staffed by around 10 officers, mostly brought
in from ldlib, instead of their previous complement of 100-150

officers.

tury International, a Middle
East-focused think tank,
when asked about Reuters’
findings. “Not just minori-
ties - Christians, Alawites,
Druze - but also quite a lot
of Sunni Muslims in places
like Damascus and Aleppo,
where you have a fairly
large secular, cosmopolitan
population that’s not inter-
ested in religious law.”The
religious foundations of

the police training are also
making Western govern-
ments wonder how big a
role Islam might play in Syr-
ia’s constitution, which the
former rebel faction now in
power plans to revise, said
one diplomat, who was not
authorized to speak pub-
licly on the matter.

“It’s not a good sign, but it

Bangladesh: 22 injured in

clashes between BNP factions

AGENCIES
DHAKA

At least 22 people, including
police officers and security
personnel, were injured in
clashes between two factions
of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) in Bangladesh’s
Shyamnagar upazila in Sat-
khira District on Wednesday,
despite Section 144 being
imposed by authorities, as
reported by the Dhaka Tri-
bune.

According to the Dhaka
Tribune, the conflict oc-
curred in the Ismailpur area
of Shyamnagar after tensions
escalated between the two
groups. The clash followed
the organisation of a rally
by the leaders of the newly
formed Shyamnagar BNP
committee, which prompted
members of the dissolved
committee to take measures
to prevent the event. Fearing
further violence, the Upazila
administration imposed Sec-
tion 144 in the area.

However, when the proces-
sion led by Solaiman Kabir,
former acting general secre-
tary of the Upazila BNP, was
heading toward Shyamnagar

e -

Shyamnagar upazila on Wednesday. File Photo

town, a stick was thrown,
sparking a clash between the
two factions, as reported by
Dhaka Tribune.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) Roni Khatun and As-
sistant Commissioner (Land)
Abdullah Al Rifat attempted
to intervene with the help of
police and security person-
nel, but the violence contin-
ued, resulting in 22 injuries.

According to the Dhaka
Tribune, the injured in-
cluded Shyamnagar police
station’s officer in charge,
Humayun Kabir; security
personnel, Saiful Islam; and
several BNP activists.

Solaiman Kabir claimed
that his supporters had been
attacked on January 19 and
20, which led to their protest

S Korea’s anti-graft agency hands
over martial law probe to prosecutors

AGENCIES
SEOUL

South Korea’s anti-corruption
agency has handed over its
investigation into President
Yoon Suk Yeol’s alleged at-
tempt to impose martial law
to the prosecution, urging that
he be charged with insurrec-
tion and abuse of power, ac-
cording to a report by Yonhap
News Agency.

The Corruption Investiga-
tion Office for High-ranking
Officials (CIO) announced on
Thursday that it transferred
all related investigation ma-

terials, totaling over 30,000
pages compiled into 69 vol-
umes. The CIO does not have
indictment powers against a
president.

“The suspect continues to

be uncooperative and defy
the procedures under the
criminal justice system de-
spite facing nationally serious
charges of being a leader of an
insurrection.

Pak says US committed to take in large number of Afghan refugees

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan on Thursday said
that the US is committed to
take in a large number of
Afghan refugees now stay-
ing in Pakistan, days after

the new Trump adminis-
tration suspended the US
Refugee Admissions Pro-
gramme from January 27
for at least three months.
Foreign Office spokesper-
son Shafgat Ali Khan said,
“We have an arrangement

with the US by virtue of
which it is committed to
take a lot of Afghans from
Pakistan to the US for re-
settlement by September
this year.”

At the weekly brieng, he
said that “this arrangement

isin place so far”. Khan said
that Pakistan would contin-
ue toimplement its existing
policies regarding Afghan
refugees, clarifying that
there was no plan to alter
the policy towards the Af-
ghans living in the country.

The programme was set
up to help Afghans at risk
under the Taliban because
of their work with the US
government, media, aid
agencies and rights groups,
after US troops pulled out
of Afghanistan in 2021,

when the Taliban took
power.

The Foreign Ofce spokes-
person said Pakistan was
ready to engage with the
new US administration to
take the longstanding bi-
lateral ties forward.

march. He accused leaders
of the dissolved committee,
along with Awami League
activists, of attacking his
group, causing multiple inju-
ries. Kabir also accused Ab-
dul Alim, district BNP mem-
ber secretary, of inciting the
violence and declared him
“undesirable” in the upazila,
as reported by the Dhaka
Tribune.

Meanwhile, according to
Dhaka Tribune, Ashik-e-Ela-
hi Munna, the joint general
secretary of the dissolved
committee, alleged that
Solaiman and his support-
ers were trying to disrupt a
31-point meeting organised
by the Chhatra Dal (Student
Wing) of BNP in Shyam-
nagar.

Earthquakes above
magnitude 5 strike
Philippines

AGENCIES
MANILA

Two earthquakes jolted the
Philippines several hours
apart on Thursday, authori-
ties said, but there were no
immediate reports of inju-
ries or major damage.

A magnitude 5.8 quake
occurred off the town of San
Francisco in Southern Leyte
province in the central re-
gion of Visayas at 07:39 a.m
(2339 GMT), according to
the Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismol-
ogy (PHIVOLCS).

A magnitude 5.4 earth-
quake followed four hours
later that hit Siocon town in
the southern Mindanao re-
gion.The agency had record-
ed at least 68 aftershocks
from the Visayas tremor.
There were no immediate
reports of injuries from ei-
ther tremor.
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PATRIOT AIR DEFENCE

Witadystaw Kosiniak-Kamysz, the Polish defence minister, and his German counterpart, Boris Pistorius, visit a military
base in Jasionka, where Patriot air defence system units are located in Jasionka, Poland.

Source: Patryk Ogorzalek

Trump announces potential taritfs on
Chinese imports soon

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
on Tuesday announced that
the first phase of US tariffs
on Chinese imports could be
implemented as soon as next
week, as reported by Radio
Free Asia.

According to Radio Free
Asia, Trump had initially
threatened toimposea10 per
cent tariff on Chinese imports
on his first day in office, fol-
lowing his campaign pledge
the previous year that tariffs
on Chinese goods could po-
tentially exceed 60 per cent.

The tariffs were not includ-
ed in the series of executive
orders the new president
signed on his first day back
in the White House on Mon-

day. However, on Tuesday,
Trump indicated that Feb-
ruary 1 could mark the day
the tariffs are imposed, em-
phasising that they are neces-
sary to strengthen domestic
industry, the Radio Free Asia
reported.

“We're talking about a tariff
of10 per cent on China based

Slovak govt plans security
measures around protests,
citing coup risks

AGENCIES
BRATISLAVA

Slovak Prime Minister Rob-
ert Fico’s administration
plans measures to prevent
long-running public pro-
tests from escalating into
attempts at overthrowing
the government, citing intel-
ligence showing opponents
seeking to gain power.

Protest organisers and op-
position parties have firmly
rejected Fico’s accusations,
and say Ficois abusing secu-
rity agencies and seeking to
silence opponents in order
to distract from policy prob-
lems faced by his fragile rul-
ing coalition.

Fico returned as prime
minister for a fourth time
in 2023, and protests have
built amid worries over his
leftist-nationalist govern-
ment weakening democratic
values and shifting foreign
policy away from EU and
NATO allies and closer to
Russia.

Fico has also stepped up
attacks against the liberal

Slovakia’s PM Robert Fico
during a parliamentary
session in Bratislava,
Slovakia on January 21,
2025. File Photo

and conservative opposition
since he survived an assas-
sination attempt last year.

He said this week that op-
position groups planned
to escalate their protests
and create chaos, including
through the occupation of
government buildings.

Citing information from
intelligence services, Fico
reiterated accusations,
without showing evidence,
that there was a group of
unidentified experts in Slo-
vakia that had helped in
protests in Ukraine in 2014
and Georgia last year.

onthefactthatthey’resending
fentanyl to Mexico and Can-
ada,” Trump said, following
theannouncement of an USD
500 hillion Al infrastructure
investment by Oracle, OpenAl,
and SoftBank.

According to Radio Free
Asia, Trump mentioned that
he had discussed the issue
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping during a phone call
on Friday, prior to his return
to power. “Itold him, we don’t
want that crap in our coun-
try,” Trump recalled.

Efforts to curb the flow of
fentanyl precursors from
China were a key focus of
former US President Joe
Biden’s diplomatic efforts
with Beijing. One of the main
outcomes of the 2023 sum-
mit between Biden and Xiin

San Franciscowas Xi's pledge
to crack down on precursor
exports.

In the months following
that meeting, Biden admin-
istration officials largely
acknowledged that China
had made progress on its
commitments. However,
Trump argued that insuffi-
cient action had been taken,
RFA reported.

Fentanyl is an extremely
potent synthetic opioid that
US authorities hold respon-
sible for the deaths of tens of
thousands of Americans an-
nually. The drug’s precursors
are manufactured in China
and then converted into
fentanyl by Mexican trans-
national drug trafficking or-
ganisations, who smuggle it
into the United States.

'MUSK WORKED RAMASWAMY QUT
OF DOGE FOLLOWING DIFFERENCES

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

s Indian-origin
entrepreneur and
epublican leader

Vivek Ramaswamy pulled
out of the Department of
Government Efficiency
(DOGE), just 69 days after
he was announced the co-
head of the team along with
tech billionaire Elon Musk,
a report has revealed that
it was the Tesla CEO who
wanted Ramaswamy ‘out’
of the team.

Politico reported citing
three people with Elon
Musk’s preference said the
billionaire made it known
that he wanted Ramaswa-
my out of DOGE in recent
days.

Hours after Trump’s in-
auguration as the 47th US
President, Ramaswamy
announced that he would
not co-head DOGE.

Musk’s ability to ice out
Ramaswamy, who for a
variety of reasons had
irked some Republicans in
Trump’s circle, is the lat-
est sign of his influence in
the incoming administra-
tion. It presages an encore
of all of the infighting that
marked Trump’s first term.

Ramaswamy “just burned
through the bridges and he
finally burned Elon,” said a
Republican strategist close
to Trump advisers. “Every-
one wants him out of Mar-
a-Lago, out of DC.”

According to the report,
Ramaswamy’s comments
on X during a discussion of
H-1B visas were the ‘main
reason’ for some Repub-
licans’ getting frustrated
with him.

In December last year,
the Indian-origin leader
criticised American cul-

Elon Musk (Left) and Vivek Ramaswamy. File Photo

A person familiar with Ramaswamy’s
thinking said they are now on good
terms and that “the reality is that it

wasn’t possible” to run for governor
and co-lead DOGE “both at once.”

ture, saying that tech
companies hire foreign
workers because the
country that has “vener-
ated mediocrity over ex-
cellence.”

“They wanted him out be-
fore the tweet -- but kicked
him to the curb when that
came out,” one of the three
people familiar with his de-
parture, told Politico.

Ramaswamy is plan-
ning to announce a run for
Ohio Governor next week,
as reported by Politico. A
person close to DOGE said
Musk did not think it was
feasible for him to cam-
paign for office while work-
ing on DOGE.

Meanwhile, Trump tran-
sition spokesperson Anna
Kelly lauded Ramaswamy
and said that he “played a

British Indian peer Alok Sharma to chair

UK’s Transition Finance Council

AGENCIES
LONDON

Alok Sharma, a British
Indian peer in the House
of Lords and former
president of the UN’s COP
climate summit, was on
Thursday appointed to
chair the Transition Fi-
nance Council.

The council is geared to-
wards promoting financial
products and services that
facilitate a UK economy-
wide transition to Net Zero
to meet the country’s clean
energy climate targets.

The City of London Cor-
poration, which has co-
launched the government
initiative, said the new
council aims to leverage
the UK’s strengths to be-
come the best market in the
world to raise and deploy
“high-integrity transition
finance”.

[23:53, 23/1/2025] TDG
Kaushal: The Transi-
tion Finance Council will
support finance capacity

Representative Image

building through engage-
ment with UK and inter-
national stakeholders and
convene working groups
to advance priority areas
in the sector.

“To support growth and
meet national and corpo-
rate climate goals, it is ab-
solutely vital to grow the
transition finance market,”
Lord Sharma said.

“I look forward to work-
ing with colleagues on the
Transition Finance Coun-
cil to help develop the UK
into the preeminent global

&

hub for transition finance,”
the 57-year-old Agra-born
parliamentarian said.

The former Cabinet min-
ister has previously served
as Secretary of State for In-
ternational Development
in 2019 and Secretary of
State for Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy in
2020.

From 2020 to 2022, he
served as president desig-
nate and subsequently as
president of the COP26 UN
Climate Conference held
in Glasgow in November

2021.

In this role, Sharma is
credited with leading the
UK’s work in bringing to-
gether the world to tackle
climate change and get-
ting almost 200 countries,
including India, to sign up
to the historic Glasgow Cli-
mate Pact.

“Lord Alok Sharma has
been a tireless advocate for
climate action and I'look for-
ward to working with him
in his new role as Chair,”
said Ed Miliband, UK Sec-
retary of State for Energy
Security and Net Zero.

“Clean energy is the
economic and industrial
opportunity of the 21st
century and transition
finance can help to ac-
celerate investment into
these sectors. The Transi-
tion Finance Council will
play an important role in
mobilising this finance to
help deliver our clean en-
ergy superpower mission
and meet our international
climate goals,” he said.

critical role in helping us
create DOGE” and that his
plan to run for governor
“requires him to remain
outside of DOGE based on
the structure that we an-
nounced today.”

Politico reported citing
sources, that Ramaswamy
maintained to confidants
as late as Saturday eve-
ning that he was actively
involved in DOGE, saying
he was at work writing ex-
ecutive orders. However,
a person familiar with the
arrangement informed
that he had done almost
no DOGE-related work
since early December.

Last week, he was hop-
ing to achieve some sig-
nificant milestones before
leaving to run for gover-
nor. Now, Ramaswamy

and his team are trying to
present his exit in a posi-
tive light, especially since
it’s happening as Trump
begins his term.

Ramaswamy has chosen
not to comment on the ru-
moured tensions between
him and Musk.

A person familiar with
Ramaswamy’s thinking
said they are now on good
terms and that “the reality
is that it wasn’t possible”
to run for governor and co-
lead DOGE “both at once.”

Ramaswamy attended US
President Donald Trump’s
inauguration, where he
spoke to Susie Wiles,
Trump’s chief of staff.

On Monday morning, Ra-
maswamy posted a photo
of himself with Musk shak-
ing hands.

“A new dawn,” he wrote.

But he was already on his
way out. That same day,
a person close to Ramas-
wamy who was granted
anonymity to speak freely
confirmed Ramaswamy
was leaving, the Politico re-
port stated.

NATO chief Rutte says Europe
will pay for US arms for Ukraine

AGENCIES
DAVOS

NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte on Thursday
urged the United States to
keep supplying Ukraine
with weapons to fight Rus-
sia’s invasion and said he
was sure Europe was ready
to pay the bill.

Speaking at the World
Economic Forum in Davos,
the NATO chief said Europe
must invest more in defence,
ramp up arms production
and take a bigger share of
spending on Ukraine aid.

His comments came af-
ter U.S. President Donald
Trump said earlier this
week that the European
Union should be doing more
to support Ukraine.

“On Ukraine, we need the
U.S. also to stay involved,”
Rutte said.

“If this new Trump admin-
istration is willing to keep
on supplying Ukraine from
its defence industrial base,
the bill will be paid by the
Europeans, I'm absolutely
convinced of this, we have
to be willing to do that,” he
added.

UK warns of ‘action’ as Russian
spy ship detected in its area

AGENCIES
LONDON

The UK has warned of “ro-
bust action” after the Royal
Navy tracked Russian spy
ships in the English Channel
just weeks after it claimed to
have caught it “loitering over”
critical undersea infrastruc-
ture in Britain’s waters.
Defence Secretary John

Healey made a statement in
Parliament on Wednesday
toinform the House of Com-
mons that the Royal Navy de-
ployed Somerset and Tyne to
monitora vessel named ‘Yan-
tar’ through UK waters. The
minister described the vessel
asa “Russian spy ship” used
for gathering intelligence and
mapping the UK’s critical un-
derwater infrastructure.

Donald Trump’s Ukraine deal vs Putin’s concern over Russia’s economy

AGENCIES
OTTAWA

President Vladimir Putin
has grown increasingly con-
cerned about distortions in
Russia’s wartime economy,
justas Donald Trump push-
es for an end to the Ukraine
conflict, five sources with
knowledge of the situation
told Reuters.

Russia’s economy, driven
by exports of oil, gas and
minerals, grew robustly
over the past two years de-
spite multiple rounds of

Western sanctions imposed
after its invasion of Ukraine
in 2022.

But domestic activity has
become strained in recent
months by labour shortages
and high interest rates in-
troduced to tackle inflation,
which has accelerated under
record military spending.

That has contributed to the
view within a section of the
Russian elite that a negoti-
ated settlement to the war is
desirable, according to two
of the sources familiar with
thinking in the Kremlin.

Trump, who returned to
office on Monday, has vowed
to swiftly resolve the Ukraine
conflict, Europe’s biggest
since World War Two.

This week he has said
more sanctions, as well as
tariffs, on Russia are likely
unless Putin negotiates,
adding that Russia was
heading for “big trouble”
in the economy. A senior
Kremlin aide said on Tues-
day that Russia had so far
received no specific propos-
als for talks.

“Russia, of course, is eco-

nomically interested in ne-
gotiating a diplomatic end
to the conflict,” Oleg Vyugin,
former deputy chairman of
the Central Bank of Russia
said in an interview, citing
the risk of growing eco-
nomic distortions as Russia
turbo-charges military and
defence spending.

Vyugin was not one of the
five sources, who all spoke
on condition of anonym-
ity due to the sensitivity
of the situation in Russia.
The extent of Putin’s con-
cerns about the economy,

described by the sources,
and the influence of that on
views within the Kremlin
about the war, are docu-
mented here for the first
time.

Media has previously re-
ported that Putin is ready
to discuss ceasefire op-
tions with Trump but that
Russia’s territorial gains in
Ukraine must be accepted
and that Ukraine must
drop its bid to join the U.S-
led NATO military alliance.

Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov, when asked

about the Reuters reporting,
acknowledged “problematic
factors” in the economy, but
said it was developing at a
high rate and was able to
meet “all military require-
ments incrementally” as
well as all welfare and social
needs.

“There are problems, but
unfortunately, problems
are now the companions of
almost all countries of the
world,” he said. “The situ-
ation is assessed as stable,
and there is a margin of
safety.”
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STAR OF 'BLING EMPIRE: NEW
YORK® REALITY SHOW LYNN BAN
PASSES AWAY

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON DC

Lynn Ban, the Singaporean
jewellery designer and star
of Bling Empire: New York
who suffered brain and
head injuries in a skiing ac-
cident just before Christmas,
passed away on Monday
apparently as a result of the
accident, reported Deadline.
She was S1.

Lynn's son Sebastian an-
nounced the death of his
mother. In his Instagram
post, Sebastian wrote,

"My mum passed away
on Monday, I know she
wanted to share her jour-
ney after her accident and
brain surgery, so I thought
she would appreciate one
last post sharing the news to
people who supported her."
as quoted by Deadline.

Lynn Ban, the owner of
Lynn Ban Jewelry whose de-
signs have been worn by ce-
lebrities including Beyonce,
informed fans about her ac-
cident in the city of Aspenin
Colorado while she was on
vacation with her family on
December 30.

It was accompanied by a
photo of the designer with a
partially shaved head and an
incision from the emergency
craniotomy she underwent
on Christmas Eve.

In her Instagram post,
the Singaporean jewellery
designer revealed that she
was on vacation in Aspen
with family when she suf-
fered an accident at the top
of the mountain. She was
wearing a helmet but still
sought out the ski patrol to
get checked for a possible
concussion.

"I had a bit of a headache
but thought after lunch it
would be fine and I could
ski again. The paramedic
suggested I go to the hospital
for a CAT scan. This saved
my life." wrote Lynn.

Describing her accident,
Lynn wrote,

"Within 30 minutes they
told us I had a brain bleed
and needed to be airlifted
to the trauma hospital," she
wrote. "Last thing I remem-
ber was being intubated and
waking up after an emer-
gency craniotomy with Jett
by my side."

RAM GOPAL VARMA GETS
JMONTHS JAIL IN CHEQUE
BOUNCE CASE

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Filmmaker and screen-
writer Ram Gopal Varma
has been sentenced to
three months in jail in
the old cheque bounce
case. Ram Gopal Varma
was sentenced today, on
January 23, by a Mumbai
court. A non-bailable war-
rant has also been issued
against him for execution
of the sentence as per the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (CrPC) as Ram Gopal
Varma failed to present
himself before the court.

Judicial Magistrate (First
Class) in Andheri, YP Pu-
jari, had convicted Ram Go-
pal Varma for the offence
punishable under the pro-
visions of the Negotiable In-
struments Act on Tuesday,
January 21.

Apart from ajail sentence,
Ram Gopal Varma has also
been ordered to pay Rs.3.72
lakh in compensation to
the complainant. The film-
maker has been directed
to pay the amount within
three months. If Ram Gopal
Varma fails to pay Rs.3.72
lakh to the complainant,
he will have to face an ad-
ditional three months of
imprisonment.

The court found Ram

Gopal Varma guilty under
Section 138 of the Negotia-
ble Instruments Act which
‘penalises cheque dishonour
due to insufficient funds or
exceeding the account’s ar-
ranged amount’.

Reacting to his sentencing
and a non-bailable warrant
against him, Ram Gopal
Varma said, “With regard
to the news about me and
Andheri court, I want to
clarify that it is to do with
a 7-year-old case of Rs.2.38
lakhs relating to an ex-em-
ployee.”

“It is not about settling
the meagre Rs.2.4 lakhs
but is about refusing to be
exploited in the attempts to
fabricate. That’s all I can say
for now as it’s in court,” he
said.

The case dates back to
2018 when Shree, a com-
pany representated by one
Maheshchandra Mishra,
alleged that a cheque issued
by Ram Gopal Varma's firm
bounced. The filmmaker
was granted bail in April
2022 on a personal bond
and a security of Rs.5,000.

The magistrate later noted
that there would be no “set-
off under Section 428 of
the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure” as the filmmaker
had not spent any time in
custody.

PICTURE PERFECT

Sarvari poses for
her social media.
(Instagram)
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OSCARS 2025 T0O HONOUR LOS ANGELES AMID
WILDFIRE CRISIS

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

he Academy of Mo-
tion Picture Arts
and Sciences has

shared exciting updates for
the upcoming 2025 Oscars
ceremony, set to take place
on March 2.

In light of the ongoing
wildfire crisis in California,
the Academy plans to pay
special tribute to Los Ange-
les, a city known as the "city
of dreams" and the heart of
the film industry.

According to The Holly-
wood Reporter, in a letter
sent to its full membership,
Academy CEO Bill Kramer
and President Janet Yang
announced, "We will hon-
our Los Angeles as the city
of dreams, showcasing its
beauty and resilience, as
well as its role as a beacon

for filmmakers and creative
visionaries for over a cen-
tury."

The letter went on to ex-
press the Academy's com-
mitment to recognizing the
strength, creativity, and
optimism that have long
defined the city and its in-

fluence on the global enter-
tainment industry.
Kramer and Yang em-
phasized that the ceremony
would reflect recent events,
particularly the ongoing
challenges faced by the re-
gion due to wildfires, while
also celebrating the indomi-

i

table spirit of the city's resi-
dents and its artistic com-
munity.

The Academy aims to
spotlight Los Angeles not
justas a backdrop for film-
making but as a vital part
of the storytelling tradi-
tion.

Boman Irani's directorial 'The Mehta

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Boman Irani's directorial
debut 'The Mehta Boys' is
all set to be out on OTT.

Avinash Tiwary, Shreya
Chaudhry, and Puja Sarup
will be seen in the lead roles
along with Boman Irani.

As per the makers, 'The
Mehta Boys' tells the "story
of a father and son, at odds
with each other, who are
unexpectedly compelled to
spend 48 hours together.
The film follows their tu-
multuous journey and of-
fers a nuanced exploration
of the complexities often
inherent in a father-son re-
lationship.”

The Mehta Boys had
its global premiere at the
prestigious 15th Chicago
South Asian Film Festival
(CSAFF) held in Septem-
ber 2024, winning the Best
Feature Film Award at the
festival followed by a Best
Actor win for Boman Irani

at the International Film
Festival of South Asia in
Toronto held in October
2024. The movie made its
Asia debut at the Interna-
tional Film Festival of In-
dia (IFFI), Goa in Novem-
ber 2024 and also opened
the Indian Film Festival
Berlin in January 2025.
On directing the film, Bo-
man Irani in a press note,
said, "Bringing The Mehta
Boys to life has been an

Boys' to be out in February

-

immensely rewarding and
fulfilling journey. As an
actor, I have always been
fascinated by the power
of storytelling, and this
project gave me the op-
portunity to explore a
completely new creative
avenue as a filmmaker. To
me, the intricate bond be-
tween a parent and a child
has always been intriguing
- their dynamics are raw,
relatable, and, most im-

portantly, deeply human.
I couldn't have asked for
a more compelling story
or a better team. With Al-
exander Dinelaris' unique
perspective shaping the
narrative, the incredible
performances of Avinash,
Shreya, and Puja breath-
ing life into the characters,
and Prime Video's unwav-
ering support, I am thrilled
to share this dream project
with audiences."

Ben Affleck returns for action-packed

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

Ben Affleck is back on the
big screen in the highly an-
ticipated sequel to his 2016
hit action film 'The Accoun-
tant'.Amazon MGM Stu-
dios unveiled the first look
at "The Accountant 2', bring-
ing Affleck back in the lead
role alongside Jon Bernthal.

The sequel is set to contin-
ue the high-stakes, action-
packed journey of Chris-
tian Wolff, a highly skilled
and estranged figure with a
complex past, as per People
magazine.

In 'The Accountant 2,'
Christian Wolff (played by
Affleck)is pulled out of hid-
ing after someone close to
him is killed by mysterious

sequelin’

e -

assassins.

To uncover the truth and
solve the murder, Wolff
enlists the help of his es-
tranged, but lethal, brother
Brax (played by Bernthal).

The movie will see the re-

The Acco

P

il e
turn of JK Simmons as Ray
King, the director of the
Treasury Department's fi-
nancial crimes bureau, who
also appeared in the original
film.

The film's synopsis teases

ta nt

2 |
an intense and emotional
storyline, "Christian Wolff
is brought out of hiding by
Treasury Agent Marybeth
Medina (Cynthia Addai-
Robinson) after someone
close to them is killed by
unknown assassins. To
solve the murder, Wolff
must recruit the help of his
estranged but highly lethal
brother Brax," as per People
magazine.

"The Accountant 2' will
premiere at the SXSW Film
Festival on March 8 before
hitting theaters on April 25.

However, not all charac-
ters from the first film will
be returning, with Anna
Kendrick, Jeffrey Tambor,
Jean Smart, and John Lith-
gow not reprising their
roles.

BRAIN PICKING

When someone hates
you for areason, give
them the reason.

—RASHMIKA MANDANNA

(Indian Actress)
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VIKRAM’S 'VEERA DHEERA
SOORAN’ TO RELEASE ON
MARCH 27

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Vikram’s Veera Dheera
Sooran: Part 2 will hit
screens on March 27, an-
nounced the makers on
Wednesday. As reported
earlier, Veera Dheera Sooran
will be released in two parts,
with the second part being
released before the first. It
is written and directed by

SU Arunkumar, who last
made the widely acclaimed
Chithha.

An action thriller, Veera
Dheera Sooran stars SJ
Suryah as a cop and Ma-
layalam actor Suraj Venjar-
amoodu in another promi-
nent role as a gangster.

Dushara Vijayan plays the
female lead in the film, pro-
duced by Riya Shibu under
the banner of HR Pictures.

KAPIL SHARMA, RAJPAL
YADAV RECEIVE DEATH
THREATS VIA EMAIL

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Comedian Kapil Sharma
and actor Rajpal Yadav
have reportedly received
death threats through an
email.

The threatening mes-
sage was sent to Rajpal
Yadav's email account
from a person named
Vishnu, who allegedly
warned that Sharma,
his family, his associates,
and Rajpal Yadav would
be killed.

The email, sent on De-
cember 14, 2024, raised
concerns and led to a for-
mal complaint.

=

The Amboli Police has
registered the case under
Section 351(3) of the In-
dian Penal Code, which
deals with the threat of
harm.

They are now conduct-
ing an investigation into
the threat and the per-
son behind the malicious
email.

At this stage, the po-
lice have not identified
the person responsible,
and investigations con-
tinue.

Kapil Sharma, known
for his wit and humour,
has been a beloved figure
in Indian entertainment

The Amboli Police has registered

the case under Section 351(3) of
the Indian Penal Code, which
deals with the threat of barm.

The threatening mes-
sage was sent from
the email address
don99284@gmail.com
to Rajpal Yadav's team
email account, teamraj-
palyadav@gmail.com.

This led to immediate
action, with Yadav's wife,
Radha Rajpal Yadav, fil-
ing a police complaint at
the Amboli Police Station
in Mumbai.

for years.

He first gained wide-
spread attention with his
victory on The Great In-
dian Laughter Challenge
3 and went on to star in
hit comedy shows like
Comedy Circus.

However, it was the
'Comedy Nights with
Kapil' show that made
him one of India's most
prominent comedians.



Bollywood Actresses Who Embodied Valor

THE DAILY GUARDIAN REVIEW

FRIDAY | 24 JANUARY 2025
NEW DELHI

in Uniform: A Republic Day Tribute

TDG NETWORK

epublic Day is a cel-
ebration of India’s
ity, sovereignty, and

the values enshrined in our
Constitution. It’s also a time
to honor the countless indi-
viduals who serve the nation
with unwavering dedication.
Bollywood, as a powerful me-
dium of storytelling, has often
brought such stories to life,
showcasing the courage and
resilience of women in uni-
form. Many leading actress-
es have donned the badge

> /

CLELIA CECILIA ANGELON

A Complete Guide to Using Henna Cream for Hair Care

Earlier henna lovers
would soak the henna
overnight in iron uten-
sils, with coffee and tea
powders and add herbs
like amla, shikakai to
get best results, today
life has become simpler
with henna cream. The
good old henna, that has
proven efficacy is now
available in a more con-
temporary form. This pre
mixed henna cream is for
the modern-day users
who want the benefits of
henna but don’t have so
much time. Readily avail-
able in market, henna
creamisa great alternative
to harsh chemical-based
hair dyes as this natural
product does not contain
any harmful ingredient.
It comes with easy to ap-
ply applicator, ensuring
a mess free experience,
where each strand gets
covered easily and you
don’t have to worry about

PRITHVIRAS JEWELS HOSTS AN EXCLUSIVESHOWCASE
OF TIMELESS LUXURY AT TAJ PALACE

TDG NETWORK

Prithviraj Jewels, cel-
ebrated for its luxury
craftsmanship, recently
hosted an exclusive ex-
hibition at Taj Palace,
New Delhi. The event
unveiled a stunning
collection of diamond,
Polki, and bridal jewel-
ry, reflecting the brand’s
signature fusion of tradi-
tion and contemporary
elegance.

The showcase capti-
vated discerning guests
with meticulously de-
signed pieces, from daz-
zling diamond necklaces
to intricate Polki ear-
rings, catering to refined
tastes. Founder Kanika
Agrawal remarked,
“Each piece tells a story
of craftsmanship, heri-
tage, and beauty. This
exhibition was a perfect
platform to present our
vision of timeless luxury
for the modern woman.”

Guests enjoyed per-

or represented authority on
screen, portraying characters
that inspire and remind us of
the sacrifices made to uphold
justice and protect the nation.

PRIYANKA CHOPRA IN
JAI GANGAAJAL
Priyanka Chopra’s por-
trayal of SP Abha Mathurisa
powerful representation of an
honest police officer standing
firm against corruption. Her
fearless character symbol-
izes integrity and justice, core
values celebrated on Republic

Day.

RANI MUKERJI IN
MARDAANI SERIES

As Senior Inspector Shivani
Shivaji Roy, Rani Muke-
rji brought to life the grit and
determination of women in
law enforcement. Her fight
against human trafficking
and crime highlights the re-
lentless pursuit of justice that
defines Republic Day’s spirit.

TABU IN DRISHYAM
SERIES

Tabu’s portrayal of IG
Meera Deshmukh added
depth to the representation
of women in authority. Her
character’s complexity high-
lights the delicate balance
between personal loss and
professional duty, echoing the
ideals of justice and fairness
celebrated on Republic Day.

ALIA BHATT IN RAAZI
Alia Bhatt’s performance as
Sehmat Khan, an undercover
spy, serves as a tribute to the
silent sacrifices of intelligence
officers. Her role as a young
woman risking everything for

PHANTOM

As a RAW agent, Katrina
Kaif’s portrayal of courage
and resilience honors the
contributions of those work-
ing behind the scenes to safe-
guard national security.

A Republic Day Reflection

These actresses have
brought to life the valor and
dedication of women in uni-
form, serving as a reminder of
the countless real-life heroes
who work tirelessly to uphold
the values of justice, equality,
and freedom.

Their portrayals inspire

her country resonates deeply
with the patriotic spirit of Re-
public Day.

KATRINA KAIF IN

us to reflect on the sacrifices
made for the nation and cel-
ebrate the indomitable spirit
of service.

This Republic Day, as we
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honor our he-
roes in
real
life,
let’s
also
cel-
ebrate h|I

the cin-

ematic I'ﬂ‘
stories that
keep their
legacy alive,
inspiring gen-
erations to value and
protect the ideals of our
great nation.

staining your hands.
Another problem regu-
lar henna users face, es-
pecially those with more
number of grey hair is
the orangish tint it gives.
‘While some are okay with
it, others prefer shades
that are more inclined to-
wards natural brown and
black. When mixed with
Herbs found in Amazo-
nian forests such as Acai,
Guarana, Jaborandi, Cu-
maru, Babacu oil along
with Ayurvedic herbs
such asamla henna can
give varied colors like cop-
per, dark brown, natural
black, chocolate, and even
red. Thus, such henna
cream will not just cover
greys but it is also apt for
the fashionistas who love
to flaunt the latest hair
color. The henna cream is
a natural alternative, and
itis vegan and cruelty free.
Henna cream is a natu-
ral conditioner for hair as
it leaves hair soft. It also
nourishes the scalp as

sonalized consultations,
gaining insights into
the artistry behind each
design. The event also
emphasized Prithviraj
Jewels’ commitment to
sustainability and ethi-
cal sourcing, ensuring
that every creation rep-
resents not only luxury
but also environmental
responsibility.
Established in 2012 by
Kanika Agrawal, Prith-
viraj Jewels has become a

well as the hair from root
to tip, strengthening and
ensuring that there is less
hair fall. The deep condi-
tioning with henna cream
also makes your hair frizz
free and provides hydra-
tion to the hair. The added
herbsalso further nourish

~

# 3

the hair, leaving you with
gorgeous tresses. Com-
pared to harsh chemical
dyes that are more popu-
lar nowadays, henna is
safe to use. These harsh
chemical-based hair dyes
contain ammonia and
its by products such as

The showcase captivated discerning guests with

meticulously designed pieces, from dazzling

diamond necklaces to intricate Polki earrings,

I catering to refined tastes. I

leader in luxury jewelry,
blending traditional In-
dian techniques with
modern aesthetics. With
showrooms in Chandni
Chowk and South Ex-

tension II, the brand
continues to redefine
responsible luxury, of-
fering timeless creations
crafted from the finest
materials.

Ethanolamine, Dietha-
nolamine, and Trietha-
nolamine. With henna
cream you can be sure that
no such chemicals will im-
pact you. Infact it does not
contain parabens, ETDA,
synthetic fragrances, PPD,
Resorcinol or heavy met-

als. They don’t just impact
hair health but can lead to
cancer upon prolonged
use. With henna cream
you can be sure of a great,
natural product that has
no side effect.

With so many benefits,
henna cream is becoming
quite popular amongst
users. It also offers the
comfort of home as you
can apply it on your own,
relax and unwind or finish
your pending chores and
wash it off in one and a

New Year New Launches!

SANJANA CHAWLA

New Year has come upon all of
usinits full spirit and I can not
wait to delve in the new year
and try new launches! From
makeup to skincare and fra-
grances, the India market is
bustling with new products
already and there are some
we totally approve of! Read
on as we share our top picks
for January 2025.

POMEGRANATE WRAP
REPAIRING HYDRATING
LIP MASK BY 82E

I'm obsessed with the Pome-
granate Wrap Repairing Hy-
drating Lip Mask by 82°E by
Deepika Padukone! As some-
one who'salways on-the-go, my
lips tend toget dry and chapped.
But this mask has been a game-
changer. The creamy texture
and subtle scent of pome-
granate are absolute winners.
After just one use, my lips felt
noticeably softer and smoother.
I'll definitely be adding this to
my weekly self-care routine!

Pearly Glow Liquid High-
lighter by House of Makeup

I'm absolutely loving the
Pearly Glow Liquid Highlighter

half to two hours. You can
also apply it at night, and
wash off before you sleep.
This convenience is only
possible because you don’t
need to visit a salon to ap-
ply it. Wait for a day and
then shampoo your hair
with a mild shampoo. In-
factitis better to use a post
coloration hair care range
that consists of shampoo,
conditioner. Being mild in
nature, they ensure that
the hair color stays longer.

Henna cream when ap-

A

plied with right products
can give lasting results.
The color stays for as
long as two-three months
or up to 10 washes. You
will only need to do root
touch up as per your hair
growth. With such great
benefits, who wouldn’t
want to incorporate it in
their hair care. Henna
cream not just colors the
hair but nourishes them
too, leaving you with
gorgeous, flowy

mane.

The author is
the Founder
& CEO of
Surya Bra-
sil.

Clelia Cecilia Angelon. l

t

by House of Makeup in the by Max Factor in the shade  that your makeup is enriched
shade Moonlight! Assomeone  Floral Cream has become my  with all the goodness!

with fairskin, itcanbetoughto  new go-to lip gloss! The rich,

find a highlighter that doesn’t ~ creamy texture and sweet, SOLID PERFUMES BY
look too harsh. But thisoneis  floral scent are absolute win- ~ BLUR INDIA

perfect. The lightweight, build-
able formula of these highlight-
ers, which are available in four
shades, gives my skin a radiant
glow without looking too over-
the-top. I've been applying it to
the high points of my face for
a subtle, lit-from-within look.
Brand also caters to those with
deeper skin tones, giving them
a stunning, sun-kissed glow.
2000 CALORIE LIP
GLAZE BY MAX FACTOR
The 2000 Calorie Lip Glaze

ners. The shade Floral Cream
adds a subtle wash of color to
my lips, and the glossy finish is
perfect for everyday wear. Lip
Glaze in shade Cotton Candy
is just as good and I love the
subtle nude-pink hue it adds

Last but not least, I've been
testing the Solid Perfumes by
Blur India. I'm a big fan of the
sleek, compact packaging, and
the subtle, lingering scent is per-
fect for everyday wear. I love
that these perfumes are solid,

tomy lips! Theselip glazesare  making them perfect for tossing
very lightweight and easy to  into my bag on-the-go. Overall,
build up, making it a perfect  I'mreally impressed with these
pick for everyday use. Wantto  solid perfumes and would defi-

know the best part? The glazes
are enriched with hyaluronic
acid and squalane - ensuring

nitely recommend them to any-
one looking for a convenient,
long-lasting fragrance.
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HANDLING A COCKTAIL OF EMOTIONS: ONKAR SHARMA ON
VENGEANCE, DESPAIR, AND HOPE IN HIS WRITING

“Revenge is a complex emotion”, says author Onkar Sharma.

PROF SHIV SETHI

nkar Sharma, au-
thor of the grip-
ping political

thriller ‘Revenge Theory’
and the evocative poetry
collection ‘Songs of Sui-
cide’, has established him-
self as a storyteller who
delves deep into the com-
plexities of human emo-
tions. His works resonate

FAITH CAN

RUPALI SETHI

When it comes to miracle,
people have varied opinions.
The votaries of science and
the advocates of logic are most
of the times stubbornly of the
opinion that miracles have
no solid grounds. Hence,they
give no credence to the idea of
miracles and outrightly repu-
diate the concept with rather
somewhat undue vehemence
and a smirk on their faces.
Though the other strata of so-
ciety firmly opines that mira-
clesare not the sheer longings
of a dejected mind sauntering
in some imaginary realms.
They do happen in real life.
Arguments are galore per-
taining to these both schools
of thought but when we leaf
through the page of the book
“A Story of Faith&Miracles”
by India’s eminent author
Ravi Valluri, we tend to have
a strong conviction that the
dish of miracles can waft out
soul- stirring aroma if it is
leavened with the catalytic
ingredient of faith.

“A story of faith & miracles”
is an outspoken and a re-

with cultural crossovers
and universal appeal, of-
fering raw and unflinching
insights into the human
psyche. While ‘Revenge
Theory’ captivates with its
morally ambiguous narra-
tive, ‘Songs of Suicide’ has
been lauded for its direct
and empathetic portrayal
of mental health struggles.

‘We caught up with Shar-
ma to explore his inspira-
tions, creative process, and
what lies ahead.

Why Revenge Theory?
Isn’t revenge an overused
theme in fiction?

Writing ‘Revenge The-
ory’ wasn’t a planned ef-
fort—it was born from a
story that had been sim-

mering within me for
years. I had to let it out,
and the characters that I
created helped shape that
narrative. Revenge, as a
theme, might seem over-
used, but what sets a story
apart is the treatment of
that theme. My goal was
to craft a narrative that
entertains, drives readers
to the edge, and makes
them think even after the
last page is turned.
Through ‘Revenge The-
ory’, I explore the darker
facets of human emotions
and how they drive indi-
viduals to make life-alter-
ing decisions. Pratigya’s
resilience and Kuldeep’s
role as her emotional an-

MOVE MOUNTAINS

RAVI VALLURI

author Ravi Valluri which
certainly makes him one of
the outstanding authors from
India who has now carved

1s niche in the mainstream
print media. Since the book
is a meticulously written
autobiography; it transports
the readers to the landscape

chor symbolize the intri-
cate interplay of support
and transformation.

How does the theme of
revenge tie into justice

and morality in Revenge
Theory?

Revenge is a complex
emotion—it often blurs the
lines between justice and
morality. Through Pratig-
ya’s journey, I wanted to
explore whether revenge
truly provides closure or
simply perpetuates a cycle
of pain. The twists in the
novel challenge readers to
reflect on their own beliefs
about right and wrong. It’s
this ambiguity that makes
the story compelling and
leaves a lasting impres-
sion.

‘What emotions or expe-
riences influenced your
poetry collection, Songs
of Suicide?

A Story of Faith & Miracles” is an
outspoken and a remarkable autobiography
of author Ravi Valluriwhich certainly
makes bim one of the outstanding authors
Sfrom Indiawho bas now carved bis

niche in the mainstream print media.

Since the book is a meticulously written
autobiography, it transports the readers

to the landscape of author’s personal life.

of author’s personal life.
The life of author is nothing
short of a rollercoaster ride
that offers the readers mul-
tiple experiences. Such is the
transformative impact of the
book under discussion that
recently it has received India’s
top most literary accolade
knows as ‘Eminence & Glory
Award’. Having read this
book with rapt attention, a lit-
erary critic can draw the most
pertinent conclusion that the
author Ravi valluri does sub-
scribe to “Art For The Sake of
Art” movement of Benjamin
Constant and Victor Cousin.
He rather seems to be a firm

exponent of Thomas Carlyle
and John Ruskin, who believe
in “Art for the sake of Life”
theory. The moral point of
view, according to Carlyle and
Ruskin, should be the norm
on which literature should be
judged. Art should be used to
improve people’s life and this
is exactly what the author of
this book has done through
his magnum opus work of
sublime artistic sensibilities.
The author embarks on the
process of the narration of
this beautiful tale with his
birth and how his mother
reposes a firm faith in a few
great personalities like Swami

‘Songs of Suicide’ is
deeply personal to me.
The inspiration came from
witnessing the struggles of
my mother, who battled a
psychotic disorder with
suicidal tendencies. That
experience gave me a
unique perspective on the
anguish and isolation that
people in similar situa-
tions face.

My intention was to be
direct and honest, not
subtle or abstract. I want-
ed the verses to speak to
readers in a way that feels
immediate and relatable,
offering understanding
and perhaps even solace.

Your works explore
intense emotions like

Vivekananda. The influence
of the these intellectuals is
quite conspicuous on the
author. The book can be life
changing for millions of those
youngsters who have fallen
into the quagmire of illicit
drugs. It sheds a flood of light
on author’s struggling days
when he himself had devel-
oped addictions and the most
heart-touching manner, he

confesses his addictions to
his mother and the ensuing
changes he has to confront.
Much to our delight, he suc-
cessfully manages to defeat
the demons of drugs.

Most of us are of the opin-
ion that spirituality can be
our chief bulwark during the
times of adversity and a real
Guru can hold our hand as a
true guide. Similarly the book
depicts author’s spiritual evo-
lution under the tutelage of
his great grand master.

The fact cannot be refuted
that having read this book,
readers are bound to expe-
rience a new lease of vigor
and vitality in every nerve of
theirs. Hence, it comes in the
category of “A Must Read’
book.

vengeance and despair.
How do you balance such
themes with relatable sto-
rytelling?

I believe the key is
grounding the story in
reality. Even in extreme
situations, I ensure that
my characters face dilem-
mas and emotions that
readers can connect with.
This relatability keeps the
narrative engaging and
impactful.

At the same time, I avoid
preaching or being overly
didactic—it’s important to
respect the reader’s intel-
ligence.

What'’s next for you? Fic-
tion or poetry?

I'm working on several

ideas for my next novel,
which could potentially
turn into a series. It’s an
exciting project, but I'd
prefer to keep the details
under wraps for now.
Readers can expect some-
thing very soon.

I’'m also continuing to
write poetry on a range
of topics, including
climate change, mod-
ern life’s challenges,
and the complexities

of human relationships.

Through both fiction and
poetry, my aim is to offer
readers a mirror to their
own experiences—stories
and verses that inspire in-
trospection, empathy, and
understanding.

THE SARAIGHAT- RANVEER

ARBIND KUMAR CHOUDHAR

Veer Lachit Borphukan is as bright as silver
Who watches over the latin lover

For the moon silver of the thanksgiver

Amidst many a thirty pieces of silver?
This Charaideo-liver is the rare thriver
Who has many arrows in the quiver
Forthe river of the striver

Amidst many a back seat driver?

This Ahom-Balveer is really the Rudraveer
Who creates wreathed silver

For the silver of Gulliver

Amidst many a chopped liver?
How can one carry over this war-fever

Amidst many a money fever?

How literature can foster empathy and understanding

TDG NETWORK

Literature has long been
celebrated as a mirror
to society, reflecting the
complexities of human
emotions, relationships,
and experiences. Beyond
entertainment, litera-
ture serves as a powerful
tool for fostering empa-
thy and understanding,
bridging cultural, social,
and emotional divides.
By immersing readers in
diverse perspectives, lit-
erature enables them to
see the world through the
eyes of others, cultivating
adeeper sense of compas-
sion and awareness.

THE POWER OF PER-
SPECTIVE

One of the most remark-
able aspects of literature
is its ability to transport
readers into the lives of
characters from differ-
ent backgrounds, time
periods, and cultures.
Whether it’s Harper Lee’s
To Kill a Mockingbird,
which explores racial
injustice in the Ameri-
can South, or Khaled
Hosseini’s The Kite Run-
ner, which delves into
the struggles of friend-
ship and redemption in
war-torn Afghanistan,
literature allows readers
to step into unfamiliar
worlds. This immersion
helps readers understand

the challenges, joys, and
sorrows of others, foster-
ing a sense of shared hu-
manity.

By experiencing life
through the eyes of fic-
tional characters, read-
ers develop an emo-
tional connection that
transcends their own
realities. This connec-
tion builds empathy, as
it encourages readers to
consider situations and
feelings they might never
encounter in their own
lives.

BREAKING CULTUR-
AL BARRIERS

In an increasingly glo-
balized world, literature
serves as a bridge be-
tween cultures, helping
readers appreciate the

richness and diversity
of human experiences.
Books like Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie’s Half of a
Yellow Sun or Arundhati
Roy’s The God of Small
Things offer insights into
the intricacies of Nige-
rian and Indian cultures,
respectively. Through
these stories, readers gain
anuanced understanding
of traditions, values, and
struggles that may differ
from their own.

This cultural exposure
is especially important
in combating stereo-
types and prejudices.
Literature humanizes
people from different
backgrounds, present-
ing them as multi-dimen-
sional individuals rather

than mere caricatures. As
readers engage with these
stories, they learn to ap-
preciate the complexities
of other cultures, foster-
ing a sense of mutual re-
spect and understanding.

EXPLORING EMO-
TIONAL DEPTHS
Literature also provides
asafe space for readers to
explore their own emo-
tions and those of oth-
ers. Through characters’
struggles with grief, love,
fear, and hope, readers
gain insights into the
human condition. For
instance, Viktor Frankl’s
Man’s Search for Mean-
ing offers profound re-
flections on suffering
and resilience, while
Elizabeth Gilbert’s Eat,

Pray, Love explores self-
discovery and healing.

These emotional jour-
neys encourage readers to
reflect on their own feel-
ings and empathize with
those who may be expe-
riencing similar chal-
lenges. This emotional
resonance not only deep-
ens self-awareness but
also nurtures a greater
understanding of others’
inner worlds.

LITERATURE AS A
CATALYST FOR SO-
CIAL CHANGE
Empathy cultivated
through literature can
inspire readers to take
action in the real world.
Books that highlight so-
cial injustices, such as
George Orwell’s 1984

or Margaret Atwood’s
The Handmaid’s Tale,
provoke critical think-
ing and raise awareness
about pressing issues.
By engaging with these
narratives, readers are
often moved to advocate
for change, whether it’s
through activism, educa-
tion, or simply spreading
awareness.

Moreover, literature
often gives voice to mar-
ginalized communities,
shedding light on their
struggles and aspirations.
‘Works like Angie Thom-
as’s The Hate U Give and
Maya Angelou’s I Know
Why the Caged Bird
Sings empower readers
to empathize with those
who face systemic op-
pression, fostering a col-

lective sense of respon-
sibility to address these
issues.

THE ROLE OF DI-
VERSE REPRESEN-
TATION

For literature to effec-
tively foster empathy, it
must represent a wide
range of voices and ex-
periences. Diverse narra-
tives ensure that readers
are exposed to perspec-
tives that challenge their
assumptions and broad-
en their horizons. By
reading stories from un-
derrepresented groups,
readers not only learn
about others but also rec-
ognize the importance of
inclusivity and equity in
storytelling.

Literature’s ability to

One of the most
remarkable
aspects of
literature is

its ability to
transport readers
into the lives

of characters
Sfrom different
backgrounds,
time periods,
and cultures.

foster empathy and un-
derstanding lies in its
power to connect people
across boundaries of
time, culture, and experi-
ence. By immersing read-
ers in diverse narratives,
literature encourages
them to see the world
through the eyes of oth-
ers, cultivating compas-
sion and awareness. In
a world often divided
by differences, litera-
ture serves as a unify-
ing force, reminding us
of our shared humanity
and the importance of
understanding one an-
other. As we continue to
read and share stories, we
take small but significant
steps toward building
a more empathetic and
harmonious society.
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INDIA TOPS GROUP WITH FLAWLESS SHOW Mest Indies crush Malaysia

to secure Super Six spot

AGENCIES
KUALA LUMPUR

of Group A after blowing

away Sri Lanka on Thurs-
day in the Women’s Under-19
T20 World Cup 2025. In the
other game, the West Indies
secured their spot in the Super
Six stage by knocking out the
hosts, Malaysia.

India maintained its flawless
runin the group stage in Kuala
Lumpur with an emphatic 60-
run victory over Sri Lanka,
who were also unbeaten before
the match.

Opening batter Gongadi Tri-
sha lifted India to 118/9 with
her valuable 49(44). Mithila
Vinod chipped in with a cru-
cial cameo of 16(10), which
propelled India to a fighting
total.

India was in a dire situation
when they lost two wickets in

India finished at the top

File Photo.

four balls. But Trisha came to
India’s rescue and helped her
side recover from 17/2 to 78/4.

When Sri Lanka came to
chase 119, it wasn’t the pic-
ture-perfect start they would

have hoped for. In the first five
overs, Sri Lanka lost a wicket,
with Shabnam Shakil and V]
Joshitha claiming two wickets
each.

Rashmika Sewwandi

tried to inject some life into
Sri Lanka’s chase with her
15(12), but it proved to be in-
substantial. Sri Lanka’s final
pair of Pramudi Methsara
and Chamodi Praboda toiled

MCA achieves

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

The Mumbai Cricket Association
(MCA) on Thursday achieved the
Guinness World Record for the larg-
est cricket ball sentence using 14,505
red and white varieties of the ball here
at the Wankhede Stadium.

The feat came as a part of MCA’s
grand celebrations for the comple-
tion of 50 years of one of India’s iconic
cricket venues, the Wankhede Sta-
dium here, which has been home to
some of Indian cricket’s superstars.
It was also the venue where India
achieved their second 50-over World
Cup title in 2011 under the legendary

MS Dhoni.

“We are thrilled to announce that
the Mumbai Cricket Association has
achieved a Guinness World Record
for the largest cricket ball sentence at
Wankhede Stadium, using 14,505 red
& white cricket balls,” said MCA presi-
dent Ajinkya Naik.

“This incredible feat, commemorat-
ing the 50th anniversary of the first
Test match at Wankhede, is dedicated

a unique record

.
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to the memory of Late Shri Eknath
Solkar and other former Mumbai play-
ers who have served Mumbai cricket
and are no longer with us,” he added.

The record was created on the anni-
versary of the first international match
at the Wankhede Stadium played in
1975 from January 23-29 between In-
dia and the West Indies. Solkar had
scored a century in that contest.

“MCA will give the balls, which were
used to achieve this record, to the as-
piring cricketers of schools, clubs and
NGOs in the city, encouraging them to
take inspiration from this record and
achieve greater milestones in their
careers,” the governing body said in a
statement.

Abhishek joins Yuvraj in elite T20 record

Abhishek Sharma plays a shot.

AGENCIES
KOLKATA

Abhishek Sharma engi-
neered an explosive per-
formance and delivered

Sabalenka in Australian Open final

AGENCIES

MELBOURNE

Two-time champion Aryna
Sabalenka reached her third
successive Australian Open
final, defeating 11th seed
Paula Badosa in the semifi-
nal on Thursday.

Beating Badosa 6-4, 6-2,
the defending champion
now has a chance to win her
third Australian Open title.
She also extended her win-
ning streak at Melbourne
Park to 20 matches.

The star player remains
undefeated in 2025, ex-
tending her win streak to
11 matches. Sabalenka, 26,
is the first woman to reach
three Australian Open fi-

India’s second-fastest fifty
for India against England
(in terms of balls faced)
in the T20I format at the
Eden Gardens in Kolkata.

Indian left-handers

nals since Serena Williams
and the youngest since Mar-
tina Hingis.

With this win, Sabalenka
improved her record against
Badosa to six wins and two
losses. She will face either
world number two Iga Swi-

bashing English bowl-
ers in the T20I format
has been a love affair that
became famous with Yu-
vraj Singh’s exploits in the
2007 T20 World Cup.

Mentored by Yuvraj,
Abhishek put his pow-
er-hitting ability on ex-
hibition in the series
opener against English
tearaways. His swift 79
from a mere 34 deliveries
took centerstage as India
effortlessly chased down
133 with more than seven
overs to spare.

During his blitzkrieg,
Abhishek celebrated his
50 in just 20 balls, the
second fastest by an In-
dian against England in
the T20I format.

Abhishek’s mentor, Yu-
vraj, holds the record for
hammering the fastest
fifty, brought up in just
12 deliveries in Durban in
2007. KL Rahul’s heroics
in Manchester, in 2018
saw him celebrate his fifty
in 27 deliveries.

In Eden Gardens on
Wednesday, out of Ab-
hishek’s 79 runs, 68 came
in the form of boundar-
ies. With his repertoire of
shots, he reeled away five

atek or number 14 Madison
Keys in the title clash. Sa-
balenka is also aiming to be-
come the first woman to win
three successive Australian
Open titles since Hingis,
who won from 1997 t0 1999.

Badosa, the Spaniard, is

fours and a whopping
eight maximums while
striking at 232.35.

He certainly had luck
on his side after being
dropped twice in the
game. He unleashed a
flurry of boundaries dur-
ing his swashbuckling
performance and brought
up his fifty in style with a
dazzling six.

After being dropped
for the second time,
his luck eventually ran
out. He attempted to
loft a delivery from Adil
Rashid but was caught
by Harry Brook at long-
off, ending his explosive
knock of 79 (34 balls).
Abhishek’s efforts saw
India chase down a pal-
try 133-run target with 43
balls to spare. This is the
fastest successful chase
for India against England
in men’s T20Is with the
most balls remaining.

Before the record-shat-
tering display in Kolkata,
India’s fastest successful
chase with most balls to
spare dates back to 2012.
When India set out to
chase 158 in Pune, the
hosts managed to achieve
the feat with 13 balls left.

| Beating Badosa 6-4, |

6-2, the defending
champion now has

a chance to win her
third Australian
Open title. She also

extended her winning

streak at Melbourne
Park to 20 matches.

set to return to the top 10
in the WTA rankings after
making it to her first-ever
Grand Slam semifinal. She
also secured her first top-10
win ata Grand Slam, defeat-
ing Coco Gauff in the quar-
terfinals.

hard to survive 10 overs and
successfully avoided getting
bowled out.

Before India’s triumph, the
West Indies ousted Malaysia
with a 53-run triumph. Even
though the Caribbean side
managed to put just 112/7 on
the board, the West Indies
managed to skittle out Ma-
laysia on 59, finishing third in
Group A. West Indies opener
Asabi Callendar laid the
foundation with her 30(42).
Jahzara Claxton (19) and Abi-
gail Bryce (14) provided valu-
able contributions to take the
West Indies to 112/7.

In reply, Malaysia never
found the rhythm, with bat-
ters failing to put up a defi-
ant stand. Wickets kept fall-
ing one after another, adding
to Malaysia’s misery, which
eventually ended in the 18th
over as they folded their in-
nings on 59.

of disappointing perfor-
mances.

Rohit’s last Ranji Trophy
appearance for Mumbai was
in November 2015 when he

TDG NETWORK
KUALA LUMPUR

West Indies secured their
place in the Super Six stage
of the Women’s Under-19
T20 World Cup 2025 with a
commanding 53-run victory
over hosts Malaysia in Kuala
Lumpur on Thursday. De-
spite posting a modest total
of 112 for 7 in their 20 overs,
the West Indies bowlers dis-
mantled Malaysia’s batting
lineup, bowling them out for
just 59 runs and finishing
third in Group A.

The loss marked Malaysia’s
exit from the tournament, as
they ended at the bottom of
the group with three consecu-
tive defeats.

West Indies captain and all-
rounder Samara Ramnath
was the standout performer
in this virtual knockout
clash. Although she scored
only 5 runs at the top of the
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order, she made a significant
impact with the ball, claim-
ing 4 wickets for just 6 runs.
Her figures are the third-best
in this edition of the tourna-
ment, behind the five-wicket
hauls of Vaishnavi Sharma
(India) and Maisie Maceira
(Scotland).

Malaysia appeared steady
at 38 for 2 after 10 overs while
chasing a target of 113, but
Ramnath triggered a dramat-
ic collapse. She took four cru-
cial wickets, all either bowled

or Ibw, reducing Malaysia to
59 all out as they lost their last
eight wickets for just 21 runs.

Ramnath struck in her
second over, dismiss-
ing her counterpart, Nur
Daniya Syuhada, who
had earlier taken her
wicket. In the same over,
she trapped Nur Izzatul Sy-
afiga Ibw. Returning for her
next spell, she clean-bowled
Suabika Manivannan before
sealing the demolition in the
18th over.

Rohit’s struggles continue with a

3-run knock in Ran;

scored a blazing 113 off 140
balls against Uttar Pradesh in
amatch that ended in a draw.

In Test cricket, Rohit’s re-
cent performances have
raised concerns about his
form. During India’s tour
of Australia, the seasoned
opener managed just 31 runs
in five innings across three
Tests. The 2024-25 Test sea-
son, in particular, was dis-
appointing for Rohit. He ac-
cumulated only 164 runs in
eight matches and 15 innings
at an average of 10.93, with
his highest score being 52, a
solitary half-century against
Bangladesh.

As captain, Rohit faced
some significant challenges.
Before the Test series against
Australia, India suffered

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

Team India captain
Rohit Sharma’s poor
form with the bat
continued as he was
dismissed for just 3
runs on the opening

. day of the Ranji

- Trophy match
against Jammu &
Kashmir at Mum-
bai on Thursday.
Rohit faced 19 deliv-
eries before falling
to pacer Umar Nazir
Mir, extending his run

their first home Test series
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defeat in 12 years, losing 0-3
to New Zealand. This was
also India’s first-ever white-
wash in a home Test series
since 2000.

After India’s 295-run vic-
tory in the first Test against
Australia at Perth under the
leadership of Jasprit Bum-
rah, Rohit rejoined the team
following the birth of his sec-
ond child.

The Mumbai Cricket Asso-
ciation (MCA) announced the
senior selection committee’s
decision regarding Rohit’s
inclusion on January 20.

Young southpaw Yashasvi
Jaiswal who is Rohit’s batting
partner in red-ball cricket for
India was dismissed early as
well, he managed only 4 runs
before being trapped LBW by
Augib Nabi.

SIR LEWIS HAMILTON. SCUDERIA FERRARI DRIVER.(X)

Badosa made a strong
start to the match, holding a
2-0, 40-0 lead but failed to
convert it into a triple-game
point. Sabalenka steadied
herself and broke Badosa
in an eight-minute game to
put the match back on serve.
The world number one then
won four successive games
tobuild a 4-21lead. From that
point, she never looked back
and did not face another
break point in a match that
lasted almost one and a half
hours.

Sabalenka secured the win
with 26 winners and 18 un-
forced errors, while Badosa
managed just eight winners
and 14 unforced errors.

Coach Jude vows to play
free-flowing hockey

TDG NETWORK
RANCHI

Soorma Hockey Club is a
step away from qualifying
for the Final of the Wom-
en’s Hockey India League
(HIL) 2024-25. They need
to secure at least one point
against Shrachi Rarh
Bengal Tigers at the Ma-
rang Gomke Jaipal Singh
Munda Astroturf Hockey
Stadium in Ranchion Fri-
day to advance to the final,
a release from the league
said.

Soorma Hockey Club is

at the top spot in the wom-
en’s HIL with three wins
and two losses, giving
them a total of 10 points.
“Our approach to this
whole campaign has been
that we want to win every
game we play. So, we’re
just focusing now on the
match against the Shrachi
Rarh Bengal Tigers. That’s
the most important game
for us at this stage so we're
taking it one step at a time
and after that game, then
we look ahead of what we
have got to do. We have
still got to do the busi-

ness in the next game,”
head coach Jude Menezes
shared ahead of the game
as quoted by a HIL press
release.

Soorma has been flying
high in the League. Sonam
has been in scintillating
form up front, scoring four
goals in five matches for
Soorma while Charlotte
Englebert has chipped in
with two goals. Although,
all of their 11 goals have
come from open play with
the teams struggling to
convert from penalty cor-
ners across the League.



