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ISRAELI ARMY WITHDRAWAL
FROM LEBANON WILL LAST
BEYOND 60 DAYS
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PPOSITION MPs SUSPENDED

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

agdambika Pal, chair-
Jman of the Joint Par-

liamentary Committee
(JPC) on the Wagf (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, accused
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
MP Kalyan Banerjee of us-
ing “unparliamentary”
language against him. He
said that the House was
adjourned twice due to the
alleged ruckus created by
the opposition leaders, who
have been suspended from
the JPC meeting.

Pal said that BJP MP Ni-
shikant Dubey moved a
motion to suspend the op-
position MPs for creating a
“ruckus” after they resorted
to “shouting” and “slogan-
eering” while not allowing
the meeting to continue.

“We adjourned the House
twice. We had given time to
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq on
the suggestions of the op-
position only. Kalyan Ba-
nerjee used unparliamen-
tary words against me and
abused me. I kept request-
ing him to let the invitees
speak. However, they were
adamant about creating a
ruckus. We adjourned the
house again and again but
they (opposition MPs) did
not want the meeting to

MP bans liquor in

AGENCIES
KHARGONE (MP)

Mohan Yadav-led Madhya
Pradesh government held
a cabinet meeting in Ma-
heshwar, Khargone district
on Friday and approved a
significant decision of liquor
ban in 17 religious cities in
the state.

CM Yadav stressed that
the liquor shops running in
those cities will be shut down
permanently and it would
not be shifted elsewhere.

“To ensure that the state
move towards liquor ban

Gold price
breaches
Rs 83k-mark

Hurriya’E Conferer-\ce chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooqand

others after attending the JPC meeting

I

on the Waqf (Amendment) Bill 2024, in New Delhi on Friday. (ANI Photo)

continue. From Jammu and
Kashmir, a delegation had
come but they (opposition
MPs) kept shouting and
sloganeering...so finally Ni-
shikant Dubey had to move
a motion and everyone
agreed to suspend them,”
Jagdambika Pal said.

Responding to allegations
of changing the subject of
the notice for the JPC sit-
ting, Pal said that the agen-
da was changed only for
today and considering the
requests made by the oppo-
sition, who wanted Kash-
miri cleric Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq to be invited to the
meeting.

gradually, we have decided
that in the first phase liquor
shops would be shut down
in Nagar Palika, Nagar Pari-
shad and Nagar Panchayat of
17 cities in the states. These
shops will not be shifted
anywhere else. It has been
decided to shut down these
shops permanently,” CM
Yadav said.

The 17 religious cities where
liquor has been banned in-
clude one municipal corpo-
ration, six Nagar Palika, six
Nagar Parishad and six gram
panchayats in the state.

Liquor shops will be com-

Amul cuts
milk prices
by Re 1/litre

“We changed the agenda
for today only on the re-
quest of the opposition lead-
ers who contacted me say-
ing that Mirwaiz should be
invited and shifted today’s
agenda (to hold a discussion
clause-by-clause to January
27,” Pal added.

Responding to the al-
legations of rushing the
proceedings for the JPC
meeting owing to Delhi as-
sembly elections, the senior
BJP leader said that it was
Union Minority Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju who
urged the speaker to refer
the bill to JPC and not the
opposition.

“If the government want-
ed to hasten things, why
would it refer the bill to
JPC? The government has
a majority in Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha. The op-
position didn’t, but Kiren
Rijiju, after introducing it
in the Parliament, himself
urged the speaker to refer
the bill to JPC,” Pal said,
adding, “Mirwaiz and his
delegation expressed their
concerns and raised objec-
tions to certain sections (of
the bill). This shows that
the parliamentary democ-
racy in the country is being

strengthened.”
B P3

17 religious cities

pletely shut down within the
limits of Ujjain Municipal
Corporation. Similarly, li-
quor banned Nagar Palikas
include Datia, Panna, Man-
dla, Multai, Mandsaur and
Maihar.

Additionally, the Nagar
Parishad where liquor shops
will be shut down perma-
nently includes Omkaresh-
war, Maheshwar, Mandlesh-
war, Orchha, Chitrakoot and
Amarkantak.

Furthermore, the Gram
Panchayats where liquor
will be banned include Sal-
kanpur, Barman Kala, Linga,

Auto, taxi
basic fare up
by Rs3in

for first time acrossIndia Mumbai
AGENCIES AGENCIES AGENCIES
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Gold pric- Amul milk The trans- §

es rose Rs prices port au-

200 to have been thority has
breach the cut by Re approved

level of Rs 1 per litre A« a hike of
83,000 b across India. The Gujarat Rs3in the

per 10 Cooperative Milk Market- basic fare

grams for the first time in
Delhi on Friday. The hike in
prices comes amid aggres-
sive buying triggered by
global market uncertainties.
All-India Sarafa Associa-
tion said the metal of 99.9
per cent purity rose Rs 200
to hit a fresh lifetime high
of Rs 83,100 per 10 grams.
It had closed at Rs 82,900
per 10 grams on Thursday.
“Gold extend- B P3

ing Federation (GCMMF),
which markets dairy prod-
ucts under the Amul brand,
has reduced milk prices.
The reduction in is only for
one-litre packs.

News reports quoted GC-
MMF managing director
Jayen Mehta as saying that

“we have reduced the prices
of one-litre packs by Rs1per
litre across India.”

In Delhi, the BP3

of CNG-run autorickshaws
and black-and-yellow taxis
from February 1in Mumbai
and its surrounding metro-
politan region, an official said
on Friday. A Mumbai Met-
ropolitan Region Transport
Authority (MMRTA) release
said the new basic fare for
autorickshaws will be Rs
26 instead of Rs 23, while
it will rise to Rs 31 from the
current Rs 28 BP3

Barman Khurd, Kundalpur
and Bandakpur. (ANT)

Expressing pleasure over
the decision, the Deputy
Chief Minister, state minis-
ters, and residents welcomed
itand thanked Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav for making the
decision.

Meanwhile, Congress lead-
ers demanded that if the state
government wanted to main-
tain the purity of the religious
cities then all kinds of intoxi-
cants should be banned, al-
leging that the state is af-
fected by dry intoxicants.

EP3

JPC chiefaccuses TMC MP of using unparliamentary language

Hurriyat
leader
takes part
in meet

NEW DELHI: As Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, the religious
head of Muslims in Kash-
mir, opposed the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill before
a parliamentary commit-
tee, several BJP members
took heart from his deci-
sion to be part of the con-
stitutional process as the
Hurriyat leader has been
associated with separatist
politics in the Valley.

“The best part was that
he put his points strongly
and cited his constitutional
right to express his objec-
tions to different clauses of
the Bill,” BJP MP Sanjay
Jaiswal, a member of the
joint committee of Parlia-
ment scrutinising the pro-
posed law, said.

Though Farooq appeared
before the committee in his
capacity as patron of Mu-
tahida Majlis-e-Ulema,
he is also the leader of the
moderate faction of Hur-
riyat. AGENCIES

Haryana
Police books
Alok Nath,
Talpade

NEERAJ MOHAN

CHANDIGARH
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moted the Human Welfare
Credit Cooperative Soci-
ety as brand ambassadors,
have been B P3

SKM rejects new
agri-marketing policy

AGENCIES
CHANDIGARH

Rejecting the National
Policy Framework on
Agricultural Marketing
(NPFAM), calling it a new
version of the three contro-
versial farm laws that were
repealed after massive pro-
tests, Samyukta Kisan Mor-

cha (SKM) has announced
to launch countrywide
protests to unite farmers
against the policy.

The decision was taken
at a meeting attended by
165 representatives from
73 farmer organizations
across 12 states.

B DETAILS P2

India aské UK to act

against disruptors of
‘Emergency’ screening

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

India on Friday said it
expects the UK to take
strong and appropriate
action against anti-India
elements allegedly in-
volved in disrupting the
screenings of actor Kan-
gana Ranaut’s new movie
‘Emergency’ in that coun-
try.

There were reports that
the screening of the movie
was disrupted in North-
West London, Wolver-
hampton, Birmingham,
Slough, Staines and Man-
chester.

During the weekly press
briefing, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal commented on
the reports citing obstruc-
tions towards the screen-
ing of the ‘Emergency’
movie in the UK.

Freedom of speech and

Freedom of speech
and expression
cannot be applied
selectively: MEA

expression cannot be
applied selectively and
those obstructing it must
be held accountable, Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said.

He also spoke about the
reports citing the pres-
ence of Khalistani ter-
rorist Pannun at Donald
Trump’s swearing-in cer-
emony.

Jaiswal said the Indian

high commission in Lon-
don remained in touch
with the Indian commu-
nity members for their
safety and welfare.

“We expect the UK side
to take strong and appro-
priate action in this mat-
ter,” he said.

“Emergency” is a bio-
graphical drama that
is seen as an attempt to
chronicle events that took
place under the leadership
of former prime minister
Indira Gandhi during the
period when she imposed
Emergency in the country.

When asked about the
destructions being caused
by Khalistani forces in
some UK theatres screen-
ing ‘Emergency’, Jaiswal
said, “We have also seen
several reports on how the
film, ‘Emergency’, which
was being screened in sev-
eral halls was being ob-
structed. We consistently

raise B P3

Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with the participants
of the Republic Day Parade, in New Delhi on Friday. ani

Akhilesh alleges ‘disparity’ in
Ayodhya administrative postings

TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav
on Friday alleged a dispar-
ity in the representation of
backward castes, Dalits and
minorities in the adminis-
trative postings in Ayodhya.
Sharing a chart on X that
highlights the alleged un-
der-representation, Yadav
targeted the BJP-led Uttar
Pradesh government for
“discrimination in gover-
nance”.

p——

“Under the BJP’s rule, the
inverse arithmetic of bias
prevails. Despite the PDA
(a combination of back-
ward castes, Dalits and
minorities) making up 90
per cent of the population,

their share in Ayodhya’s
administrative appoint-
ments is around 20 per cent.
Meanwhile, communities
that form only 10 per cent
dominate 80 per cent of
the posts,” the former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister said
in a poston X.

The graph shows 13 ad-
ministrative postings in
Ayodhya, of which only
three have been given to
members of the PDA com-
munities.

Yadav has coined the term

BP3

Blast in ordnance factory kills 8 in Maharashtra

AGENCIES
BHANDARA [MAHARASHTRA)

The death toll in the ord-
nance factory blast in the
Jawahar Nagar area of
Bhandara district, has risen
to eight, according to offi-
cials on Friday.

The blast incident claimed
the lives of eight, while 13

people have been rescued
from the site of the incident
and five people are current-
ly undergoing treatment.
Nagpur Range Inspector
General Dilip Patil Bhujbal
also shared the develop-
ment and said, “Today, at
around 11 am, a huge ex-
plosion took place at the
Ordnance factory in Bhan-

dara. The officials reached
the spot immediately.

The search and rescue
operations were completed
within 8 hours. It was a unit
to make low-temperature
plastic explosives.”

“13 people were work-
ing at the unit. 8 lost their
lives and 5 were injured.
Two of the injured have

been shifted to Nagpur
and 3 are in Bhandara.
Five tonnes of RDX is
still there under debris.
The process of removing it
safely will begin in phase 2.
An SOP would be created so
that such an incident does
not happen again,” said the
official.

Bhan- B P3
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SKM REJECTS NEW AGRI-MARKETING
POLICY, TOSTEP UP STIR NATIONWIDE

Farmers’ body calls it a version of the scrapped farm laws

TO LAUNCH NATIONWIDE PROTEST

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

Rejecting the National
Policy Framework on
Agricultural Marketing
(NPFAM), calling it a new
version of the three contro-
versial farm laws that were
repealed after massive pro-
tests, Samyukta Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM) has announced
to launch countrywide
protests to unite farmers
against the policy.

The decision was taken
at a meeting attended by
165 representatives from
73 farmer organizations
across 12 states. The meet-
ing resolved to fight the
policy with full force if the
government does not with-
draw it. The farmer leaders
announced to hold protests
at the residences of all the
MPs and to also organize
countrywide strikes if the
government failed to re-
solve withdraw NPFAM.

During the meeting the
SKM leaders accused the
government of introducing
the policy through state
governments as a backdoor
attempt to benefit multina-
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B The decision was taken at a meeting

73 farmer organizations across 12 states
B During the meeting the SKM leaders accused the government of introduc-
ing the policy through state governments as a backdoor attempt to benefit

multinational corporations and private companies
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attehded by 165 represntatives from

B As part of their plan, the SKM has called for ‘'mass deputation’ in front of
MPs’ offices and residences on February 8 and 9 to request them to stand

with farmers

tional corporations and
private companies. They
criticized the policy for tar-
geting government mandis
and pushing privatization
to ensure cheap raw ma-
terials for agro-processing
industries via farmer-

producer organizations
(FPOs), e-NAM, and con-
tract farming.

The SKM highlighted
the lack of provisions in
NPFAM for MSP, govern-
ment procurement, and
food grain storage for

public distribution. They
termed the policy a con-
spiracy against farmers,
aligned with WTO and
World Bank recommenda-
tions.

As per the strategy the
leaders have decided to

HC raps Haryana for token Rs 1 hike to
pay scale, calls it mockery

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab and Haryana
High Court strongly criticized
the Haryana Government for
granting just a Rs 1 increase
in the pay scale of executive
engineers, in compliance
with the High Court’s earlier
direction to revise salaries-
terming the move as mockery
of court’s orders.

The bench, comprising Jus-
tice Sanjeev Prakash Sharma
and Justice Meenakshi I.
Mehta, termed the revised
pay as “non-functional” and
“patently illegal.”

“The action of the State au-
thorities makes a mockery of
the Court’s orders. Officers
responsible for such decisions
must be held accountable. We

strongly disapprove of this
practice, which amounts to
mere lip service to judicial
directives.”, the judges re-
marked

The sharp observations
came during a hearing on the
Haryana government’s ap-
peal against a single judge’s
ruling that directed the revi-
sion of pay scales for Execu-
tive Engineers and Superin-
tending Engineers.
The case was filed in 2012

when the Haryana Federa-
tion of Engineers, Hisar, pe-
titioned the Court, seeking a
revision in pay scales for Ex-
ecutive Engineers and Super-
intending Engineers. They
demanded that the Executive
Engineers should receive a
pay scale one step higher than
Assistant Engineers and the
superintending engineers
should receive a pay scale
one step higher than Execu-
tive Engineers.

BJP capitalises as Haryana Cong
MLAS sore over internal strife

TDG NETWORK

CHANDIGARH

The Congress MLAs in Hary-
ana are now fed up with the
ongoing internal strife with-
in the party. The ruling BJP
is leaving no opportunity to
capitalize on the infighting
among Congress leaders.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini is gradual-
ly moving forward in gaining
the trust of Congress MLAs.
Due to the Chief Minister’s
generosity and his approach
of respecting opposition
MLAs, Congress MLAs are
increasingly sharing the BJP’s
political platform.

It has only been three
months since Haryana’s Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
returned to power, and once
again, there is upheaval with-
in Congress. There is specu-
lation that two Congress
MLAs may leave the party
to join the BJP. In the 90-
seat assembly, the BJP won
48 seats to secure power. By
forming the government for
the third consecutive term,
the BJP has created history
in the state. Recently, Con-
gress MLAs Shailee Chaud-
hary and Gokul Setia praised
Saini, calling him a hard-
working CM. One of them
even went as far as saying, “I
applaud such a personality.”

Additionally, they expressed
heartfelt thanks for the funds
provided for the development
of their areas.

Shailee Chaudhary is the
MLA from Narayangarh
constituency in Ambala,
while Gokul Setia is the MLA
from Sirsa. Over the past few
days, these two MLAs have
been at the center of politi-
cal discussions in Haryana,
though neither Congress nor
BJP leaders have confirmed
anything so far. Predicting
the next move of any leader in
politics is always difficult, but
signs often reveal the story, as
in this case. The praise from
these MLASs comes at a time
when CM Saini is conducting
a “Thanksgiving Tour,” dur-
ing which he is visiting vari-
ousareas and announcing de-
velopment projects. Recently,
Nayab Singh Saini visited Na-
rayangarh and Sirsa.

Nayab Singh Saini was
given charge just six months
before the assembly elections.
With his measured tone and
sensitivity toward even small
issues, Saini has carved out
a unique identity among the
public.

On January 20, Nayab Singh
Saini had a program in Na-
rayangarh. During the event,
MLA Shailee Chaudhary was
also on the stage. Her remarks

about the CM have caught ev-
eryone’s attention. She said,
“Itis our good fortune to have
such a hardworking Chief
Minister. We are proud that
he is one of us. Not just Nara-
yangarh, but the entire state
is praising him. Our area has
been lagging politically and
in terms of development. The
CM has removed the political
backwardness. Now, I urge
him to work on development
as well.”

During this event, Shailee
Chaudhary raised several
demands, including a trauma
centre and a medical college,
and also referred to the CM as
the “son of Narayangarh.” She
expressed confidence that he
would understand Narayan-
garh’s problems and make
every effort to address them.
On the same day, CM Saini
announced projects worth
Rs 43 crores for the area.

Similarly, during his Sirsa
visit, Congress MLA Gokul
Setia openly praised the CM
on stage. Gokul Setia went so
far as to say, “If a Chief Minis-
ter is doing good work, there
should be no hesitation in
praising them beyond party
lines.” Gokul Setia’s public
praise for the CM and shar-
ing the stage with him made
state-level Congress leaders
uncomfortable.

of court orders

The single judge had ruled
in favour of the federation,
stating that Executive Engi-
neers and Superintending
Engineers deserved higher
standard pay scales, effec-
tive from May 1, 1989, to De-
cember 31, 1995. The Court
also directed the government
to release all consequential
benefits, including arrears, to
eligible engineers within six
weeks. Instead of complying
with the ruling, the Haryana
Government revised the pay
scale for Executive Engineers
by a mere Rs 1, which the
High Court deemed a delib-
erate disregard for its orders.
The Court noted that this ac-
tion undermined the intent of
the single judge’s judgment
and deprived the engineers
of their rightful benefits.

organize protests by es-
tablishing permanent
protest sites at district and
state levels, building pres-
sure on state assemblies to
pass resolutions rejecting
NPFAM and organizing
Mahapanchayats and pub-
lic awareness campaigns
nationwide.

As part of their plan, the
SKM has called for Mass
Deputation in front of MPs
offices and residences on
February 8 and 9 to request
them to stand with farmers.
The protesting farmers to
highlight the harmful ef-
fects of the policy and press
for their other demands, in-
cluding, legal guarantee of
MSP based on the C2+50%
formula for all crops, Loan
waivers for all farmers and
agricultural workers and
fulfillment of pending de-
mands from December 9,
2021.

The SKM warned that if
the government does not
withdraw the policy, they
will call for a “Gramin
Bharat Bandh” (Rural In-
dia Strike) in collaboration
with other movements.

4 killed, several
injured in road
accident in
Lucknow

TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW

As many as four people
were killed and several oth-
ers sustained injuries after
a truck collided with their
vehicles in Lucknow.

The accident occurred on
Kisan Path in Lucknow and
involved two vehicles and a
truck.

According to DCP East
Shashank Singh, there were
nine people in one vehicle,
out of whom one person
died and four people were
there in the other vehicle,
out of whom, three died.

“A tragic incident took
place on Kisan Path in the
BBD police station area, in
which two vehicles were in-
volved in an accident.

National Girl Child Day: Rahul calls
for ensuring girls’ bright future

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha LOP and Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Friday
emphasized the responsibility
toprepare girls fora ‘bright and
secure future’ on National Girl
Child Day.

In a post on X, Rahul said
that daughters are the sym-
bol of strength, courage and
dedication. “Daughters are the
symbol of strength, courage
and dedication; they are full of
hopes and aspirations for their
better tomorrow,” he said in his
post.“Tt is our responsibility to
prepare a bright and secure fu-
ture for them, take a pledge to

lation,” his post further reads.
Congress President Mallikar-
jun Kharge underscored the
significance of gender equality
in the progress and stated that
Congress-led UPA government
established National Girl Child
Day in 2008.

PM Modi. Nitish Kumar, Yogi
pay tribute to Karpoori Thakur

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi paid tribute to Bharat
Ratna and Former Chief
Minister of Bihar Karpoori
Thakur on his birth anniver-
sary on Friday.

Remembering Karpoori
Thakur as leader of the
masses, PM Modi said that
he dedicated his entire life to
social justice.

“Respectful tributes to
former Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Bharat Ratna Karpoori
Thakur ji on his birth an-
niversary. The leader of the
masses dedicated his en-
tire life to social justice and
made many efforts in this
direction. His life and ideals
will continue to inspire every
generation of the country.”
PM Modi wrote on X.

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar re-
membered Karpoori Thakur
and wrote on X, “Respectful
tributes to the people’s leader
Karpoori Thakur ji on the
occasion of his birth anni-
versary.”

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
Adityanath also paid tribute
to Thakur and said that his
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Kumar pays floral tribute to Bharat Ratna and Former
Bihar Chief Minister Karpoori Thakur on his 101st birth
anniversary, in Patna on Friday. ANI

ideals and struggle will al-
ways inspire us to follow the
path of justice, equality and
service. “Humble tribute to
the great freedom fighter,
pioneer of social justice and
former Chief Minister of Bi-
har, ‘Bharat Ratna’ Karpoori
Thakur on his birth an-
niversary! Your ideals and
struggle will always inspire
us to follow the path of jus-
tice, equality and service,”
CM Yogi wrote on X.
Karpoori Thakur, born in
1924 at Pitaunjhia (now Kar-
poori Gram) in Darbhanga,
Bihar, was a freedom fighter
and former CM of Bihar. He

was awarded Bharat Ratna
posthumously in 2024. He
was popularly called ‘Jan-
nayak’ for his work for the
cause of people. He became
a member of the Bihar Vid-
han Sabha in 1952. He was a
strong advocate of socialist
ideology and worked tire-
lessly for the Praja Socialist
Party and the Joint Socialist
Party.

Thakur served as a minis-
ter and as Deputy Chief Min-
ister of Bihar, before serving
two terms as CM of Bihar
- from 1970 to 1971 and 1977
t01979. He died on February
1988 in Patna.

SC declines PIL seeking to
scrap TDS system

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day refused to entertain a PIL
seeking to declare that the Tax
Deducted at Source (TDS) sys-
tem is “manifestly arbitrary,
irrational and violative of vari-
ous fundamental rights”.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna and Jus-
tice Sanjay Kumar declined
the plea filed by advocate
petitioner advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay and said he may
approach High Court with
his plea.

“Sorry, we will not enter-
tain. It is very badly drafted.
You can move the High Court.
Some judgments have upheld
it. We will not entertain. Dis-
missed,” said the bench.

The petition contended that
the TDS system dispropor-
tionately burdens assesses
with significant administra-
tive expenses.

“Declare the TDS system
manifestly arbitrary, irrational
and against Articles 14 (right
to equality), 19 (right to prac-
tice profession) and 21 (right to
life and personal liberty) of the
Constitution, hence void and
inoperative,” the plea stated.

The petition made the Cen-
tre, Ministry of Law and Jus-
tice, Law Commission, and
NITI Aayog as parties in the
caseThe plea urged the apex
court to direct the NITI Ayog
to consider contentions raised
in the plea and suggest neces-
sary changes in TDS system.

T

River Police conducts boat patrolling along the Brahmaputra River ahead of the Republic
Day 2025, at Pandu in Guwahati.ANI

Law Commission should
examine the legality of the
TDS system and prepare a
report within three months,
it sought.

The petition said the system
violated Article 14 by dis-
proportionately burdening
economically weaker sections
and small earners who lack
the capacity to navigate its
technical requirements.

The plea while referring to
Article 23 said the imposi-
tion of tax collection duties on
private citizens amounted to
forced labour.

“The regulatory and proce-
duralframework surrounding
TDS is excessively technical,
often requiring specialised
legal and financial expertise,
which most assessees lack.
The result is an unjust shifting
of sovereign responsibilities
from the government to pri-
vate citizens without adequate
compensation, resources, or
legal safeguards,” it said.

RIVER POLICE ON GUARD

T

Over 10 crore take holy dip so far at Maha Kumbh

TDG NETWORK
PRAYAGRAJ

A sea of devotes was seen tak-
ing a holy dip in drone visu-
als from Triveni Sangam in
the ongoing Mahakumbh in
Prayagraj on Friday.

Braving the intense cold
over 30.29 lakhs of devotes,
including 10 lakh ‘kalpwasis’
took a holy dip by 10 am, as
per the official data shared
by the government of Uttar
Pradesh.

More than a total of 102
milllion people have taken a
dip in Mahakumbh since its

An illuminated view of
adrone show at Triveni
Sangam during the Maha
Kumbh 2025, in Prayagraj on
Friday. (ANI Photo)

commencement.The mega
spiritual event has witnessed
an unprecedented turnout
of devotees, and on Thurs-
day the number crossed 10
crore milestones. The state
govt estimates that this Maha
Kumbh will host over 45 crore
visitors and the early achieve-
ment of 10 crore bathers reaf-
firms these projections.
Apart from this, the morn-
ing Aarti, a hallmark of de-
votional celebration along
the Ganga ghats, was also
performed by priests hold-
ing huge lighted oil lamps,
while the river Ganga was

worshipped by offering flow-
ers and diyas.

Visitors from around the
world are often left in awe as
they witness people from dif-
ferent languages, lifestyles,
and traditions coming to-
gether at the Sangam for a
holy dip.

Several devotees from Rus-
sia and Ukraine -- two coun-
tries embroiled in deadly con-
flict for close to three years
-- attended the Maha Kumbh
Mela 2025 in Prayagraj on
Thursday and presented a
message of spiritual unity.
The atmosphere in Prayagraj

turned sublime, as devotees
in the cold winter evening
gathered to perform kirtan,
and sang ‘Hare Rama Hare
Krishna’.

Speaking to ANI, a devotee
from Russia shared a message
of unity and peace and stated
that monks of different na-
tionalities were present at the
gathering.

“I came here from Rus-
sia, and my Guru Maa came
from Ukraine. Many of my
Guru sisters and brothers
have come from countries like
Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan,
Europe, and the USA.
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22% believe Bangladesh is building bunkers on the
Matda border to prepare for war.
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON TRUMP’S BIRTHRIGHTS CITIZENSHIP ORDER

69% consider Trump’s order against immigrants living
inthe U.S. unconstitutional.

undecided. The debate highlights
deep divisions over immigration
policies and constitutional rights in

22% of respondents believe Ban-
gladesh is constructing bunkers on
the Matda border in preparation for

lieve the move undermines legal
protections and targets vulner-
able communities. Meanwhile, 30%

A survey reveals that 69% of re-
spondents view Donald Trump’s
order against immigrants in the

regional security, prompting specu-
lation about Bangladesh’s motives
and its impact on India-Bangladesh

This suggests rising tensions and
potential military strategies along
the border.

U.S. as unconstitutional. Many be-  support the order, while 1% remain  the U.S. war. The move raises concerns about relations in the future.
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Ruckus at Waqgf JPC meet

CONTINUED FROM P1

Earlier in the day, all the
Opposition MPs that are
part of the Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) on
the Waqf (Amendment)
Bill, were suspended from
Friday’s sitting.

The suspended MPs in-
clude Mohammad Jawaid,
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader Kalyan Banerjee,
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMK) leader A Raja,
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief
Asaduddin Owaisi and
Nasir Hussain, Samajwadi
Party (SP) leaders Mohib-

bullah Nadvi, M. Abdullah,
Shiv Sena (UBT) leaders
Arvind Sawant, Nadimul
Haque, and Congress’ Im-
ran Masood.

“What is going on is an
undeclared emergency,”
Banerjee asserted while re-
ferring to the happenings
inside the JPC meeting. He
said that the subject and
dates for the meeting were
changed after they landed
in Delhi for the meet. The
TMC MP accused the gov-
ernment of “hurrying”
owing to the upcoming As-
sembly polls in the national
capital, which are scheduled
to be held on February 5.

Meanwhile, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MP Ni-
shikant Dubey accused
the Opposition of creating
a “ruckus” during the JPC
meeting, saying that their
conduct was against par-
liamentary democracy. He
informed the next meeting
will happen on January
27 and submission to the
Speaker will happen on
January 29. The Joint Par-
liamentary Committee on
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill
is to submit its report dur-
ing the Budget session. The
term of the committee was
extended during the winter
session of Parliament.

Liquor banned in 17 religious cities

CONTINUED FROM P1

“The decision to ban liquor
is fine, but if the cleanliness
and purity of religious cities
is to be maintained, then all
kinds of intoxicants should
bebanned. Madhya Pradesh
is affected by dry intoxication
and dry intoxicants are arriv-
ing via Gujaratand Odishain
the state. Additionally, facto-
ries were seized in the state
where intoxicants worth
around Rs 3000 crores were
manufactured. So, why is it
not banned; it should be
stopped too,” Bhupendra
Gupta said.

“To ensure that the states
move towards liquor ban

gradually, we have decided
that in the first phase liquor
shops would be shut down
in Nagar Palika, Nagar Pari-
shad, Nagar Panchayat of 17
cities in the states. These
shops will not be shifted
anywhere else. It has been
decided to shut down these
shops permanently,” he said.

The 17 cities where liquor
shops will be permanently
closed include one munici-
pal corporation, six Nagar
Palika, six Nagar Parishad,
and six Gram Panchayats.
Liquor shops will be com-
pletely shut down within
the limits of Ujjain Municipal
Corporation.

Similarly, liquor will be

banned in Datia Nagar
Palika, Panna Nagar Palika,
Mandla Nagar Palika, Mul-
tai Nagar Palika, Mandsaur
Nagar Palika and Maihar
Nagar Palika, the CM added.

Onthe sameline, the Nagar
Parishads where liquor
shops will be shut down
include Omkareshwar,
Maheshwar, Mandleshwar,
Orchha, Chitrakoot and
Amarkantak. CM Yadav
said, “We should all pay at-
tention to the fact that these
Nagar Parishads are all such
centres of our religious faith
so on the basis of the liquor
policy, we have decided to
close the shops in all these
places.”

Haryana Police books Alok Nath...

CONTINUED FROM P1

booked along with 11 oth-
ers in a cheating case. As
per the Haryana police, the
FIR has been registered
at Murthal police station
of Sonipat district on the
complaint of a Sonipat resi-
dent, Vipul Antil alleging
that the society duped in-
vestors of crores of rupees.
As per the police com-

plaint, the society, regis-
tered under the Multi-State
Cooperative Society Act,
2002, had been operating
in several states, includ-
ing Haryana, since 2016.
He alleged that the society
offered fixed deposit and
other investment schemes
with promises of high re-
turns. The actors endorsed
the society, encouraging
people to invest their mon-

ey.

The society reportedly or-
ganized seminars in luxury
hotels across Haryana to
attract investors. It claimed
to have over 250 offices in
the state, with its head of-
fice in Mahendragarh. Ini-
tially, investors received
returns and incentives, but
by 2023, payments were
delayed, and the society’s
offices shut down.

India asks UK to act against disruptors
of ‘Emergency’ screening

CONTINUED FROM P1

concerns with the UK Government re-
garding incidents of violent protest and
intimidation by anti-India elements, free-
dom of speech and expression cannot be
applied selectively and those obstructing
it must be held accountable”.

He added, “We hope that the UK side
will take appropriate action against those

responsible.

Our High Commission in London re-
mains in touch in regular communica-
tion with our community members for
their safety and welfare. We expect the

UK side to take strong appropriate action

in this matter”.

Responding to a question about reports
and videos of Pannun being circulated on
social media where he was seen at Don-
ald Trump’s inauguration and whether

India has raised the issue with the US,

the MEA Spokesperson said, “Whenever
there is an anti-India activity, we take up

such matters with the US Government.

So we will continue to raise such issues
with the US Government which have a
bearing on our security, which have an
anti-India agenda”.

Akhilesh alleges ‘disparity’ in
Ayodhya administrative postings

CONTINUED FROM P1

“PDA” to describe the po-
litical coalition of “Picchde
(backward)”, Dalits and

“Alpsankhyak (minorities)”
communities.

Yadav concluded his post
with a pointed remark,
saying, “Nothing more
needs to be said.”

This criticism comes
ahead of the February 5
Milkipur Assembly bypoll
in Ayodhya district (Faiz-
abad parliamentary con-
stituency).

The SP has increas-
ingly highlighted caste
representation and em-
powerment, positioning
itself against the BJP gov-
ernance model. Yadav has
on previous occasions also

alleged a similar bias in
administrative postings in
the state.

Responding to report-
ers’ queries in Lucknow
on Wednesday about the
Milkipur bypoll, the SP
chief accused the BJP of
misusing the administra-
tive machinery.

“The district magistrate
and superintendent of po-
lice are working at the be-
hest of Lucknow. The pub-
lic wants a fair election and
if that happens, the SP will
achieve a historic win. The
BJP is attempting to rig the
election using police and
officials,” he had said.

Yadav had also slammed
the “growing practice of
using officials to influence

elections”, saying, “This
tradition is wrong for de-
mocracy.”

Later, in a statement is-
sued by the SP, Yadav said,

“The BJP is the biggest land
mafia. BJP people are occu-
pying land.

The government is forc-
ibly acquiring the land of
the poor and farmers at
low prices and selling them
to BJP people.”

“This government has not
done any work in the inter-
est of people. Every section
of the society is troubled by
inflation, unemployment
and corruption. Farmers,
youngsters and women are
distressed. The chief minis-
ter has nothing to say to the
public.

Blast in ordnance factory kills 8

of this factory. Immediately after the explo-
sion, the factory’s rescue and relief team,

CONTINUED FROM P1

dara Collector Sanjay Kolte also spoke to
ANI and said, “Today, our priority was the

rescue operation.

That has just been concluded. Police and
allied agencies will carry out the further

investigation.”

According to an official release from the
Ordnance Factory in Bhandara, “Today, on
January 24,2025, at about 10.40 am, a mas-
sive explosion suddenly occurred in LTPE
Building No. 23 in the HEX section (LTPE)

fire brigade team and medical team reached
the spot and started the rescue operation

at a rapid pace. On receiving the informa-

tion, the teams of District Administration,
NDRR, and SDRF reached the spot and

started the relief and rescue work of the

personnel trapped in the building.”
“People were evacuated from the spot,
out of which 5 injured people were taken
to the local hospital for treatment and are
being given proper medical assistance.”

Gold price breaches
Rs 83k-mark

CONTINUED FROM P1

ed gains on Friday, with spot
gold in the domestic market
hitting fresh all-time highs,”
Saumil Gandhi, Senior
Analyst of Commodities at
HDFC Securities, said.
The current bullish mo-
mentum in gold is driven
by uncertainty surround-
ing the potential US tariffs

plan and other policies
from President Donald
Trump, which has led to a
recent surge in safe-haven
buying, Gandhi added. The
yellow metal of 99.5 per cent
purity also appreciated by
Rs 200 to hit a record high
of Rs 82,700 per 10 grams
from the previous close of
Rs 82,500 per 10 grams.

Amul cuts milk prices
by Re 1 per litre

CONTINUED FROM P1

rate of Amul Gold milk has
been reduced to Rs 67 from
Rs 68 per litre while price
of Amul Taaza will now be
Rs 55 from Rs 56 per litre
earlier.

GCMMF’s turnover in-
creased 8 per cent to Rs
59,445 crore in the 2023-24
financial year. Mehta had
earlier said that the coop-
erative is expecting double-
digit growth in revenue
during this fiscal on strong
demand.

GCMMF handled 310

lakh litres of milk per day
on average during the last
fiscal. It has a total annual
milk processing capacity of
around 500 lakh litres. GC-
MMEF is the world’s largest
farmer-owned dairy coop-
erative having 36 lakh farm-
ersacross 18,600 villages of
Gujarat and its 18 member
unions procure 300 lakh
litres of milk per day.

It also ranks 8th among
the top 20 dairy companies
in the world in terms of
milk processing, as per the
International Farm Com-
parison Network (IFCN).

Auto, taxi basic fare
hike in Mumbai

CONTINUED FROM P1

for black-and-yellow taxis.

The fare for blue-and-silver
AC cool cabs will start at Rs
48 instead of the current Rs
40 for the first 1.5 kilometres,
the release added.

The decision was approved
in ameeting of the MMRTA
held on Thursday. The re-
vised rates are applicable
only for CNG-run taxis and
autorickshaws. Majority of
the taxis and autorickshaw
plying in the MMR are CNG-
runand only a small portion
of them are petrol-operated.

The new fares can be
charged only after me-

ters are recalibrated, the
MMRTA release clarified.
Starting March 9, 2020, the
Maharashtra government
adopted the formula derived
by B C Khatua panel for the
fare revision of taxi and au-
torickshaws in the state. The
panel was set up on October
10, 2016. Using the Khatua
panel’s formula for deriving
the fare hike of CNG-run
taxis and autorickshaws in
the Mumbai metropolitan re-
gion, therevised fare is calcu-
lated taking average vehicle
price consumer index rate of
interest for vehicle loan and
other things, the release said.
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MAHA CONG DEMANDS WHITE
PAPER ON DAVOS DEALS

Patole slams liquor deals with Heineken and AB InBev

‘PUBLIC HAS RIGHT TO KNOW’

TDG NETWORK
MAHARASHTRA

aharashtra Con-
gress chief Nana
Patole on Friday

demanded a White Paper
on the investments re-
ceived and jobs generated
from MoUs signed during
previous visits to the World
Economic Forum in Davos.
Patole said Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis has informed that
61 MoUs were signed for in-
vestments of Rs 15.70 lakh
crore with the potential to
create 15.95 lakh jobs.
"While significant invest-
ments in Maharashtra are
welcome, the public has the
right to know the specifics
of these agreements and
the reality behind them.
Similar grand announce-
ments have been made in
the past as well. The Ma-
hayuti government must
release a White Paper on
investments and job cre-
ation from previous deals
at Davos," Patole said.
Patole said that out of the
61 companies that have
signed agreements with
the Maharashtra govern-
ment in Davos this time, 51
are based in India, of which
43 are from Mumbai and

B The Mahayuti
government must
release a White Pa-
per on investments
and job creation
from previous
deals at Davos,"
Patole said.

B Anotheragree-
ment was with Hi-
ranandani, a com-

i.

Je
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pany under probe for preparing fake documents
related to demolition activities in Powai's Jay Bhim
Nagar and for an EPFO scam being investigated by
CBI, Patole further alleged

B While Fadnavis was in Davos, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai came to Mumbai
and secured investments worth Rs 6000 crore for
his state, the Congress leader pointed out.

Pune, he said, adding only
10 are foreign-based. These
include a Rs 1,500 crore
deal signed between CI-
DCO and Book My Show,
despite Mumbai police
investigating the firm for
black marketing of Cold-
play concert tickets, he al-
leged.

Another agreement was
with Hiranandani, a com-
pany under probe for pre-
paring fake documents
related to demolition ac-
tivities in Powai's Jay Bhim
Nagar and for an EPFO

scam being investigated by
CBI, Patole further alleged.
Is the government encour-
aging black marketing by
collaborating with such
firms, he asked.

Despite Article 47 of the
Directive Principles of
State Policy (DPSP) in the
Constitution asking states
to work towards prohib-
iting consumption of in-
toxicating drinks etc, the
Maharashtra government
has signed a Rs 750 crore
deal with alcohol manufac-
turer Heineken and a Rs

1,500 crore deal with beer
producer AB InBev, Patole
claimed. Does the BJP-led
government want to turn
Maharashtra into a liquor
state, he asked. A deal was
signed with Dhanashree
Mandhani's PRYM Com-
pany in Jalna to manufac-
ture drones, Patole said.

The target is to produce
6,000 drones and the
company claims it has a
10000 square foot factory
but no such facility exists,
he alleged. The company
only assembles parts of
knocked-down drones im-
ported from abroad, Patole
alleged.

While Fadnavis was in
Davos, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
came to Mumbai and se-
cured investments worth
Rs 6000 crore for his state,
the Congress leader point-
ed out. Similarly, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav visited Pune
and met entrepreneurs to
attract industries to that
state, he added. MP and
Chhattisgarh, incidentally,
are ruled by the BJP. The
Maharashtra government
must bring genuine invest-
ments into the state instead
of misleading people in the
name of Davos, Patole said.

Saif stabbing case: Police custody of
] January 29

accused extend til

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Bandra Magistrate Court on
Friday extended the police
custody of the accused, who
allegedly stabbed actor Saif
Ali Khan at his residence last
week, till January 29.

The court observed that
there is substantial progress
in the matter and to inves-
tigate other consequential
aspects is necessary. The of-
fence is serious and triable by
the sessions court.

Such investigation is neces-
sary even for ascertaining the
innocence of the accused so
taking all facts into account
the submissions pertaining
to the notice under BNSS
section 35 don't apply. Noth-
ing from the records inferred
that arrest isillegal, the court
observed. Mumbai Police
had sought further custody
of the accused, suspecting
involvement of more accom-
plices in the stabbing case.

The police said that the
suspect was not cooperat-
ing with the sources of the
weapon which he used for
the crime. The police further
added that they needed to do
the facial recognition match
with CCTV footage and for
this, they needed the accused
in custody.

"We are still to receive his
shoes which he wore during
the crime," the police added.

The police have recovered
a Gamchha of the accused
which he used during the

crime.

Additionally, police will re-
cord the statement of Kolkata
resident Khukmoni Jahangir
Sheikh, whose Aadhar card
accused used to buy a SIM
card in Kolkata.

Police have recorded the
statement of actor Saif Ali
Khan in the case related to
his stabbing at his Bandra
residence by a Bangladeshi
national last week, officials
said on Friday. According to
Satyanarayan Choudhary,
Joint CP of Law and Order,
the actor's statement was re-
corded at his residence 'Sat-
guru Sharan' on Thursday.

"Earlier, Kareena Kapoor's
statement was also recorded
by Bandra Police," Chaud-
hary added.

Bollywood actor Saif Ali
Khan was attacked last week
by an intruder, later identi-
fied as Mohd Shariful Islam
Shehzad, who entered his
home with the intent to com-
mit theft. After a violent con-

Those who spread Hindu-Muslim

enmity can't be Hin

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Ud-
vav Thackeray launched
a scathing attack on the
Bharatiya Janata Party
and said that anyone who
spreads communal dishar-
mony "can't be a Hindu",
while also affirming that
the 'Hindutva' of his party
is "clean".

The former Maharashtra
Chief Minister also chal-
lenged the BJP-led Centre
of holding elections on bal-
lot papers.

He was addressing a pub-
lic meeting, on the occasion
of Shiv Sena founder Bala-
saheb Thackeray's birth an-
niversary.

"If you have any shame,
keep EVMs aside and hold
elections using ballot pa-
pers. Anyone who spreads
Hindu-Muslim enmity can-
not be a Hindu. Our Hin-
dutva is clean," Thackeray
said.

Notably, the 2024 Maha-

rashtra Assembly Election
was a huge drubbing for
Shiv Sena (UBT), which it-
self reduced to 20 seats as
the BJP-led Mahayuti, reg-
istered a landslide victory
with 235 seats.

Meanwhile, several oppo-
sition leaders of the INDIA
bloc, have been questioning
the 'fairness’ of Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs)
in elections and demanding
that elections be held with
ballot papers.

Earlier this month, Chief
Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar dismissed the
suggestion of returning to

du: Uddhav

paper ballots for voting,
saying, "Returning to the
outdated paper ballot sys-
tem is unwarranted and
regressive. This is aimed at
derailing the election pro-
cess."

This week, a Division
Bench of the Delhi High
Court dismissed an ap-
peal challenging the use of
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMSs) in elections across
constituencies. The peti-
tioner had raised concerns
regarding the use of EVMs,
arguing that Section 61-A
of the relevant law requires
the respondent (Election
Commission of India) to
provide specific justifica-
tions for the use of EVMs
in each constituency indi-
vidually.

The bench, led by Act-
ing Chief Justice Vibhu
Bakhru and comprising
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela,
dismissed the appeal, stat-
ing, "We find no merit in
the present appeal, and the
same is dismissed."

frontation with the accused,
Saif Ali Khan sustained stab
wounds to his thoracic spine
and other body parts. He was
rushed to Lilavati Hospital
for immediate treatment fol-
lowing the attack.

On Wednesday, Mumbai
Police found several finger-
prints of the accused at the
actor's residence in Bandra.
the police found the ac-
cused's fingerprints on the
stairs of the building, the
door of the toilet, and the
door handle of his son Jeh's
room.

According to the police,
the accused attempted to
enter three houses before
reaching Saif Ali Khan's
residence with the intent
to steal. Mumbai Police
believes the discovered
fingerprints will play a sig-
nificant role in the investiga-
tion. Bollywood actor Saif
Ali Khan was discharged
from Lilavati Hospital after
surgery on Tuesday.

Sharad Pawar
has upset many
by refusing to
retire: Supriya

TDG NETWORK

KOLHAPUR

Nationalist Congress Party
(SP) working president
Supriya Sule on Friday
said her father and veter-
an politician Sharad Pawar
has upset many people by
refusing to retOOire from
active politics.

Speaking at an event in
Maharashtra's Kolhapur
district, the Lok Sabha
MP from Baramati also
made light-hearted com-
ments on the 2022 split
in the Shiv Sena, whose
one faction is now an ally
of her party in the opposi-
tion Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA).

Sule said she told Dhary-
asheel Mane, Shiv Sena
MP from Hatkanangale in
Kolhapur district, in Par-
liament in a lighter vein
that "your party split be-
cause your leader did not
give enough time (to the
organisation and its work-
ers), while our party (NCP)
split because our leader
devoted a lot of time to the
party".

When the Shiv Sena split
in June 2022, the rebel fac-
tion led by Eknath Shinde,
who is now deputy CM in
the BJP-led Mahayuti gov-
ernment, accused party
president Uddhav Thac-
keray of neglecting his
elected representatives
and ignoring the party.

Maha to soon get 3rd deputy CM

from Shiv Sen

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Sanjay Raut on Friday
claimed that Maharash-
tra will soon have a third
Deputy Chief Minister,
stating that the candidate
would be from the Shiv
Sena (Shinde faction).

"...Maharashtra will get
a third deputy CM soon.
It will be someone from
among them (Shiv Sena-
Shinde)," Raut told me-
dia persons.

Criticizing Eknath
Shinde after the Shiv
Sena split into two fac-
tions, Raut remarked,
"These people ran away
in fear of the ED and
CBI." He further added
that Shiv Sena (UBT)
remains a strong orga-
nization, stating, "Power
comes and goes, but we
are standing firmly on
our feet here."

The statement follows
sharp criticism from Ma-
harashtra Deputy Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena
Chief Eknath Shinde,
who accused Uddhav
Thackeray of abandon-
ing Balasaheb Thacker-
ay's principles for per-
sonal political ambitions.

"You left Balasaheb
Thackeray's ideology
in 2019 only for the CM
chair. You trampled on
his principles, so you
have no moral right to
talk about the Balasaheb

VEGANS AT R-DAY PARADE EVE

Criticizing Eknath Shinde after the Shiv
Sena splitinto two factions, Raut remarked,
"These people ran away in fear of the ED
and CBI." He further added that Shiv Sena
(UBT) remains a strong organization,
stating, "Power comes and goes, but we
arestanding firmly on our feet bere."

Thackeray memorial,"
Shinde said.

Shinde made these re-
marks during the 'Shi-
voutsav' function at
Bandra Kurla Complex
on Thursday evening,
marking the 99th birth
anniversary of Balasaheb
Thackeray.

Reflecting on his ten-
ure, Shinde stated, "I re-
ceived the opportunity to
serve the people of Ma-
harashtra wholeheart-
edly for two and a half
years. At the same time,
the recognition I received

as a beloved brother of
2.4 crore sisters in the
state is greater than all
positions."

He emphasized, "Self-
respect is more im-
portant to us than any
chair," adding that this
value was instilled by
Balasaheb Thackeray.
Shinde concluded by
reiterating his criticism
of Uddhav Thackeray,
asserting, "Those who
trampled on Balasaheb's
thoughts have no moral
right to talk about the
memorial."

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) India activists spread a message to ‘Go Vegan' ahead of Republic

Day, in Nagpur on Friday. ANI

YSRCP MP Vijayasai
Reddy quits politics, to
resign from RS today

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

YSRCP Rajya Sabha member
V Vijayasai Reddy on Friday
said he will be resigning from
his parliament membership
on January 25.

Reddy, a close aide of the
YS family, clarified that he
would not go on to join any
other political party, empha-
sising his decision to retire
from politics is purely per-
sonal and not taken under
any pressure or influence.

In a post on 'X', he said he
isnot joining any other party
and also quitting politics.

"I am quitting politics. I
am resigning from the Rajya
Sabha membership tomor-
row, (January) 25th. I will not
join any political party. I am
not resigning hoping for any
position, benefits, or money.
This decision is completely
my personal one. There was
no pressure. No one influ-
enced me," he said in the

post. Reddy is currently serv-
ing his second term as Rajya
Sabha member from YSRCP
from Andhra Pradesh.

He is one of the key figures
in former Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy-led
party in the state.

Reddy, 67, has been a
central figure in Andhra
Pradesh politics and a trust-
ed associate of both Jagan
Mohan Reddy and his father,
YS Rajasekhara Reddy, the
former Chief Minister of the
state. Heis also coaccused in
Jagan's quid pro quo cases
which are currently being
probed by CBI as well as the
Enforcement Directorate.

Some get frustrated by Dravidian
Model: Stalin takes dig at opponent

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
and Chief of Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK) MK
Stalin on Friday addressed
over 3,000 newly joined
party members and said
that some get frustrated
with the party for talking of
Dravidian Model so let them
get frustrated.

The Tamil Nadu CM was
speaking at a mass induc-
tion event organised by
DMK at Anna Arivalayam
in Chennai where around
3,000 members 'joined'
DMK.

"If someone asks what is
the meaning of the Dravid-
ian Model of Government,
for them the answer is this
gathering of you all. If we
say Dravidian Model few
are getting frustrated. Let
them get frustrated, we
will say 'Dravidian Model'
continuously. We won't get
angry seeing their frustra-
tion," said Stalin.

"I do not want to dimin-
ish the prestige of the party
platform by mentioning
the name of a party that
is living off of a disguised
drama," he added.

Tamil Nadu Deputy
Chief Minister and son of
MK Stalin, Udhayanidhi
Stalin was also present at
the event. Speaking at
the event he said, "In 13
months we have State as-
sembly election. Usually,
as election nears people
from the ruling party join
the opposition party, but
today from the opposition
you all have joined the
ruling party. So, we can
say you all know what is

the result of the upcom-
ing election. Not only for
election but accepting our
party ideology, policy and
CM's headship you all have
joined DMK.

Further speaking at the
event Udhayanidhi ac-
cused Governor R N Ravi
of promoting Saffronisa-
tion in state and destroying
Tamil identities

"On behalf of Union
Government, one has been
sent here, that is Governor.
Is he people elected? He is
an appointed one. What he
is doing? He is making ef-
forts to destroy our Tamil
Nadu identities one by one.
Saffronising Thiruvallu-
var, degrading Tamil Thai
Vazhthu, saying Tamil
Thai Vazhthu shouldn't
be played in Assembly and
boycotting Assembly. This
is what he is doing."

Udhayanidhi also
claimed that the party is
going to register a massive
victory in the upcoming
Erode (East) by-poll.
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CONG PLEDGES MINISTRY FOR POORVANCHALIS ‘CM Yogi should ‘guide’ Shah

The promises alsoincludes a separate budget if the party is elected to the power

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Congress on Fri-
day announced that
there will be a sepa-

rate ministry and budget for
Poorvanchalis in Delhiif the
party is elected to power in
the upcoming assembly elec-
tions.

The Congress leaders al-
leged that the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) has destroyed
Delhi’s world-class infra-
structure and turned it into
a garbage. They accused the
AAP government of indulg-
ing in corruption to the tune
of Rs 382 crore in the health-
care sector.

Talking to reporters in the
Delhi Congress office, the
party’s Bihar unit president
and former Union minister
Akhilesh Prasad Singh said
if Delhi has become a world-
class city, the Poorvanchalis
have as much role in it as
others living in the national
capital.

Singh emphasized that the
nearly 35 lakh Poorvanchalis
residing in Delhi have been
neglected by both the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and the
BJP, who have treated them
as mere vote banks without

HC refuses to direct sitting of

-_rﬂ

Congress leaders Akhilesh Prasad Singh, Supriya Shrinate, Kanhaiya Kumar, and Pranav
Jha address a press conference at the DPCC office in New Delhi, Friday, Jan. 24, 2025. X

B Congress claims Poorvanchalis (35 lakh people] have been neglected by both AAP
and BJP, treated as vote banks without basic services.

B Congress highlights the poor conditions in unauthorized colonies, calling for bet-
ter housing, education, and healthcare.

B Congress slams Kejriwal for disrespecting Poorvanchalis and BJP's Nadda for
comparing them to foreigners.

B Congress stresses Poorvanchalis’ contributions to national development but says
they are unfairly treated in Delhi.

providing basic living facili-
ties. Despite their significant
contributions to Delhi’s de-
velopment, Poorvanchalis
have been forced to live in
deplorable conditions, he
said.

“Today, we want to make
two important announce-
ments. There will be a sepa-
rate ministry and a separate

budget for the people of
Poorvanchalis if the Con-
gress is elected to power in
the upcoming polls so that
issues related to their health
and education can be ad-
dressed,” Singh said.

He highlighted his obser-
vations during an election
meeting in Sangam Vihar,
South Delhi, where he wit-

nessed the poor living con-
ditions in unauthorized
colonies. He criticized Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal for
disrespecting Poorvanchalis
after securing their votes, cit-
ing Kejriwal’s controversial
remark about them coming
to Delhi witha Rs 5 ticketand
availing treatment worth Rs
5lakh. He also condemned

for tabling the CAG reports.

assembly for tablmg CAG reports

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Fri-
day said there was an “inordi-
nate delay” by the AAP gov-
ernment in tabling the CAG
reports in the state assembly
but refused to direct a spe-
cial sitting of the legislature,
saying it was “impractical”
to hold a special sitting a few
days before elections. Justice
Sachin Datta underlined the
tabling of the audit reports
was mandatory under the
Constitution and directed the
reports to be placed in the as-
sembly by Delhi government
after the elections as expedi-
tiously as possible.

“It is quite evident that
there has been an inordi-
nate delay on the part of the
respondents/Government
of NCT of Delhi in taking
requisite steps for laying the
CAG Reports before the Leg-
islative Assembly,” the court

said. It went on, “In such a
situation (when the current
legislative assembly is about
to expire), it would be im-
practical to hold a special sit-
ting of the assembly... Given
that the legislative assembly
is at the fag end of its current
term, the examination and
scrutiny by the PAC (public
accounts committee) will
now take place only after the
newly-elected assembly is re-
convened.”

The court is not inclined to

»
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accept the prayers of the pe-
titioners for a mandamus to
the speaker for summoning a
special session of the legisla-
tive assembly at this stage, it
added. Opposition leader Vi-
jender Gupta and BJP MLAs
-- Mohan Singh Bisht, Om
Prakash Sharma, Ajay Ku-
mar Mahawar, Abhay Ver-
ma, Anil Kumar Bajpai and
Jitendra Mahajan -- filed the
petition last year and sought
a direction to the speaker to
call a sitting of the assembly

In a 31-page judgement,
Justice Datta observed the
timeline revealed the gov-
ernment’s “disdainful dis-
regard” of its constitutional
obligations as it failed to act
with alacrity in laying all the
14 CAG reports before the
legislative assembly in the
present session even after the
LGapproval The court there-
fore said once the legislative
assembly was constituted
and summoned pursuant to
the elections, steps should be
taken by Delhi government
under the procedural rules
for tabling the CAG reports
as expeditiously as possible.

The court said laying the
reports before the legislature
comprising elected represen-
tatives was in the “nature of
a mandatory constitutional
imperative” and aimed to
hold the government of the
day accountable in the field
of financial administration.

BJP president J.P. Nadda for
comparing Poorvanchalis
to Bangladeshis and Uz-
beks. Dr. Singh reiterated
that Congress would create
a dedicated ministry to ad-
dress critical issues affect-
ing Poorvanchalis, such as
housing, education, health,
and overall living standards.

Delhi residents from east-
ern Uttar Pradesh, Biharand
Jharkhand are referred to as
Poorvanchalis in the nation-
al capital. They constitute a
sizable

to improve law, order in Delh?

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath should
“guide” Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah about how to
improve law and order and
eliminate gangsters in Delhi,
AAP supremo Arvind Kejri-
wal said on Friday.
Adityanath, in back-to-
back to election rallies in
Delhi on Thursday, slammed

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal
addresses a press
conference, in New Delhi,
Friday, Jan. 24, 2025.

percent- Meanwhile,
age of the AAP supre-
voters who FIGHT FOR mo Arvind
can decide Kejriwal ad-
the fate of dressed a ral-
candidates ly in the rural
in several constituency

constitu- of Najafgarh
encies of here on Fri-
it oo DELHIASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 2025 [er< on ™™
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the Congress, BJP and AAP
woo them during the elec-
tions.

Congress leader Supriya
Shrinate said the Poor-
vanchalis have gone to ev-
ery corner of this country
and developed those places.
But when it comes to their
rights, they are being treated
unfairly, she said.

Kejriwal over a host of issues,
alleging the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) settled Bangla-
deshi and Rohingya infiltra-
torsin Okhla and other parts
of the city. Addressing a press
conference, Kejriwal claimed
that Adityanath said in Delhi
that he improved law and or-
der and eliminated gangsters
in Uttar Pradesh.

the-clock electricity supply
for free if his party retains
power in the upcoming Delhi
Assembly polls.

Claiming to be the “only
magician who can give free
electricity”, Kejriwal warned
the voters against bringing
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to power.“If the BJP
comes to power, your free

electricity will be stopped
and you will be slapped with
bills of Rs 5,000 or more,” he
said.

Kejriwal slammed Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath over the electric-
ity-supply scenario in Uttar
Pradesh. “I want to ask the
Uttar Pradesh chief minister,
why are there power cuts for
five to eight hours in Luc-
know? Why are there six-
hour power cuts in Noida?”
he asked.

The former Delhi chief
minister also alleged that he
was pressured to hand over
the power companies oper-
ating in the national capital
to a close ally of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi but
claimed that he resisted the
move to safeguard the inter-
ests of Delhiites.

The AAP supremo accused
the BJP of continuously tar-
geting and abusing him. He
also took the opportunity to
reiterate his party’s develop-
ment promises in the face of
a tough electoral challenge
from the saffron party.

The Najafgarh constitu-
ency is set to witness a three-
way contest in the February
5polls.

Centre, Delhi Police conspiring to kill Kejriwal: AAP

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Friday accused
the BJP-led Centre and the
Delhi Police of conspiring
to “kill” its supremo Arvind
Kejriwal and urged the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) tore-
store his security cover pro-
vided by the Punjab Police
that was withdrawn.There
was no immediate reaction
from the BJP or the Delhi
Police to the allegation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Delhi Chief Min-
ister Atishi and her Punjab
counterpart, Bhagwant
Mann, said they have writ-
ten to the EC demanding
“fair grounds” for the AAP
in the February 5 Delhi As-
sembly polls and the resto-
ration of Kejriwal’s security
cover given by the Punjab
Police, along with an audit
of “life-threatening” attacks
on him.

They alleged that the Delhi
Police, which comes under
the Centre, has turned a

Shah to hold public meetings, roadshow in Delhi today

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah is set to hold public
meetings and a roadshow
in the national capital on
Saturday, January 25, ahead
of Delhi Assembly elections
in the first week of February
next month.

Shah’s schedule includes
two public meetings and a
roadshow across key loca-
tions in the city-- a first such
public engagement consid-
ering the elections for the
70-member Delhi Assem-
bly on February 5.

The two public meetings
are expected to be held in

Rajouri Garden and Tri-
nagar Assembly constitu-
encies while the roadshow
is to be held in the Adarsh
Nagar area.
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The first public meet-
ing will take place in the
Rajouri Garden Assembly
constituency in the after-
noon, where Shah will ad-

dress residents and party
workers, focusing on key
issues and development
plans.

Following this, the Min-
ister will participate in a
roadshow in the Adarsh
Nagar Assembly constitu-
ency, which will traverse
areas from Keval Park to
Ramlila Maidan. The road-
show is expected to draw
significant public participa-
tion, reflecting Shah’s ongo-
ing outreach efforts.

The day will conclude
with a second public meet-
ing at DDA Park in Netaji
Subhash Palace, within the
Trinagar Assembly con-
stituency, scheduled for

Thakur accuses AAP for promoting
disrespect towards women

TIKAM SHARMA
NEW DELHI

Former Union Minister and
Member of Parliament from
Hamirpur, Himachal Pradesh,
Anurag Thakur, addressed
public gatherings in Mongol-
puri and Dwarka constitu-
encies. During his speeches,
Thakur criticized the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and its
leader, Arvind Kejriwal, accus-

ing them of fostering an anti-
women environment in Delhi.
Thakur stated, “Under the
governance of AAP and Ar-
vind Kejriwal, atrocities and
disrespect towards women
have become routine in Delhi.
Insulting women has become
synonymous with Kejriwal’s
leadership. There have been
countless incidents that show
their disregard for women'’s
dignity. For instance, Kejriwal

invited MP Swati Maliwal to his
residence and allegedly had her
assaulted, followed by inap-
propriate remarks from his
party members. Kejriwal even
removed the photo of Atishi
Marlena, his party leader and
Delhi Chief Ministerial candi-
date, from campaign posters
and sidelined her during the
election campaign, proving
his intent to suppress women’s
voices.”

the evening. This event will
serve as another platform
for Shah to connect with
the public and discuss fu-
ture initiatives for Delhiites
if the Bharatiya Janata Party
comes into power after the
Assembly polls.

Delhi has a total of 70
assembly constituencies
-- 58 general seats and 12
constituencies reserved for
scheduled castes (SC).

The voting will take place
in a single phase across 70
constituencies on February
5 and the counting of votes
will be conducted on Febru-
ary 8. The term of the Delhi
legislative assembly ends on
February 23, 2025.

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi and her Punjab counterpart
Bhagwant Mann address a press conference, in New Delhi,
Friday, Jan. 24, 2025.

blind eye on the alleged at-
tacks on Kejriwal in accor-
dance with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s order.

“There are two players
involved in this conspiracy
to kill Kejriwalji -- the BJP
and the Delhi Police. They
are both conspiring to end
Kejriwal’s life. Attacks have
been attempted on him one
after the other. In October
(last year), an attack was
made on Kejriwal. Upon
investigation by us, it was
found that the attackers

were BJP workers, but po-
lice took no action,” Atishi
alleged.

“We have written to the EC
demanding that Kejriwal’s
security be restored. We do
not trust the Delhi Police as
it is under Amit Shah’s con-
trol,” she added.

The AAP leaders alleged
that resorting to “dirty
politics” ahead of the Delhi
polls, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has conspired
to get Kejriwal’s security
removed.“We write to you

with utmost urgency and
grave concern regarding
the security arrangements
of Arvind Kejriwal, ex-chief
minister of Delhi and the na-
tional convenor of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), who
has been consistently fac-
ing grave threats to his life
and deliberate lapses in his
security detail.

“These lapses are not iso-
lated incidents but appear
to be part of a larger, or-
chestrated pattern designed
to jeopardise his safety,” the
letter written by the AAP
leaders to the EC read.

It alleged that on different
occasions over the last three
months, multiple targeted
attacks on Kejriwal, includ-
ing incidents of physical
assault and stone pelting
during a political rally, were
attempted, exacerbating
their concerns.

The letter complained that
police “simply acted as mute
spectators” and did not
make an attempt to protect
Kejriwal.

BJP questions Kejriwal’s
need for Z-plus security

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A day after Punjab Police
personnel deployed in the
security of AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal were with-
drawn, the BJP on Friday
asked why the former Delhi
chief minister needed Z-plus
security.Union minister and
BJP leader Ravneet Singh
Bittu asked at a press con-
ference why a person whose
party’s woman MP was as-
saulted at his residence re-
quired Z-plus security.
Earlier in the day, Kejriwal

alleged that “pure politics”
was behind the move to
remove the Punjab Police
personnel from his security
detail.

AAP has alleged a BJP
“conspiracy” in the mat-
ter and demanded that the
Election Commission (EC)
restore the Punjab Police
personnel in Kejriwal’s se-
curity detail.

Bittu also hit out at Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann for his stance
on Punjabi and Sikh pride
and alleged the “misuse” of
Z-plus security by AAP MP

Raghav Chadha.

No immediate reaction
was available from Chadha
or AAP over Bittu’s allega-
tions.

Bittu accused AAP lead-
ers of creating “pre-election
conspiracies”, suggesting
they might stage an attack
on themselves and blame
it on the BJP, a tactic he al-
leged was common with its
politics.

Elections to the 70-mem-
ber Delhi Assembly will be
held on February 5 and the
votes counted on February
8.

Modi, Kejriwal two sides of the same coin: Owaisi

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

AIMIM President Asadud-
din Owaisi on Thursday
saidthere was not much dif-
ference between AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and that they were cut from
the same cloth.

“Modi and Kejriwal are
like brothers, two sides of
the same coin. Both have
emerged from the RSS ide-
ology one from its ‘shakha’

and the other from its in-

stitutions,” he said, while

campaigning for Shifa-ur-
Rehman, the party’s candi-
date from the Okhla con-
stituency.

Owaisi also carried out a
walk in Shaheen Bagh and
urged the public to vote for
the “kite,” his party’s sym-
bol, in February 5 Delhi
polls.

The All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen has field-
ed two candidates Tahir
Hussain from Mustafabad
and Shifa-ur-Rehman from
Okhla.
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DALIT VOTES MAY SPLIT BETWEEN AAP, BJP, CONG

DALIT VOTER SHIFT

B The BJP is actively ap-
pealing to Dalit voters with
promises such as educa-
tional scholarships and
stipends for skill develop-
ment to gain their backing.
Experts suggest that Dalit
votes, once loyal to AAP,
may now be divided among
AAP, BJP, and Congress,
with AAP likely losing some

AAPfaces
disillusionment
over unmet
promises

on manual
scavenging
and

000

municipal
laborissues.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

s the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) battles
to protect its main

turf, the Dalit voters of Delhi
are in focus in the upcoming
Assembly polls in the capi-
tal, with both the Congress
and BJP challenging the
ruling party, leading to the
possibility of a split in the
Dalit votes between the three
parties, experts say.Kejriwal,
whose AAP s eyeing a third
straight term in power in
Delhi, has enjoyed the sup-
port of the Dalit voters in
the past, even as the experts
say that some disillusion-
ment has crept in. On the
other hand, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has come
up with a slew of promises
for the Dalits and is holding

support.

B Despite dissatisfaction, AAP’s educational initiatives, like the Dr. Ambedkar Sam-
man Scholarship, still resonate with some Dalit voters.

B Congress is making a late push to attract Dalit votes, but experts believe it may
be too late to rival the efforts of AAP and BJP.

extensive reach-out pro-
grammes in Dalit-majority
constituencies.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah's remarks in the
Rajya Sabha on BR Ambed-
kar, which had triggered a
sharp attack from opposition
parties, including the AAP
and Congress, added fuel to
the war of narratives ahead
of the February 5 polls. How-
ever, the BJP has countered it
aggressively.

In the 2020 Delhi polls,
the AAP won all 12 seats
reserved for the Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and a large
chunk of Dalit votes, which
helped the party secure its
second term in the capital.

This time, however, the
votes may split three-way,
the experts say.

"While Dalit voters have a
presence in all constituen-

cies, there are at least 30-35
seats in Delhi where they
can sway the election re-
sults. The AAP is likely to
lose some support and the
Dalit votes are likely to be
split among the three major
parties," independent politi-
cal analyst and founder and
director of Subaltern Media
Foundation Kush Ambed-
karwadi said.

"The two photos that Ke-
jriwal has in his office are of
B R Ambedkar and Bhagat
Singh, because Dalits are in
large numbers in Delhi as
well as Punjab. The AAP's
election symbol -- broom --
also resonates with the Dalit
voters and they can feel a
connection. A huge chunk
of Dalit votes had gone to
the party. But today, the Dalit
community is not as happy
with Kejriwal because there

PARADE INTERACTION

Republic Day Parade participants perform during an interaction with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi (Unseen), in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

has not been much changein
their lives," Ambedkarwadi
told PTT.

"The Dalit community,
which has been supporting
the AAP, is unhappy this
time. Like the Valmiki com-
munity, it thought that the
AAP has broom as its sym-
bol, so it will work for them.
However, one of the main
concerns of the Valmiki
community is the contrac-
tual labour in the municipal
corporation. Nothing has
been done about it," he said.

"Tall promises were made
that people will not have to
go down sewage drains to
clean those anymore and
there will be no manual
scavenging. But that has not
happened either," Ambed-
karwadi said.

" A lot of votes of the Ravi-
dassia community and the

Jatavs have shifted from the
BSP and gone to the AAP.
But all prominent AAP
leaders from these commu-
nities have quit the party,”
he added.

According to data com-
piled by Subaltern Me-
dia Foundation, there are
around 1.23 crore Dalit vot-
ers in Delhi. The Chamar
community, which includes
Jatavs, has more than 24
lakh members and presence
in all Delhi districts. The
number of Valmikis is more
than 12 lakh, while the other
major Dalit groups include
Mallahs, who are over two
lakh in numbers, more than
4.82 lakh Khatiks and over
4.18 1akh Kolis.

Other prominent Dalit
caste groups include Chohra,
Bazigar, Banjara, Dhobi, Ju-
laha, Madari, Pasi, Sapera
and Nat.

Former Delhi minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam, who
was one of the prominent
Dalit faces of the AAP till he
quit the party and joined the
Congress last year, also said
the ruling party has not ful-
filled its core promises to the
community.

"There is a reason why
Dalits are in focus this time.
The upper-caste voters are
mostly supporting the BJP.
Among the OBCs, there are
some groups that are with
the BJP. Dalit votes may,
however, split three-way
between the BJP, AAP and
Congress," Gautam told PTL

SC appoints SIT to probe illegal

compensation in NOIDA

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Dissatisfied with a UP gov-
ernment-appointed panel
probing the issue of illegal
compensation to land own-
ers paid by NOIDA officials,
the Supreme Court has ap-
pointed an SIT to look into it.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
ruled while hearing the an-
ticipatory bail pleas of the
legal advisor and one of the
law officers of NOIDA who
were accused of corruption.

It said the allegations re-
lated to the release of huge
amounts of compensation
in favour of some landown-
ers, who were allegedly not
entitled to seek such a higher
compensation for their ac-
quired land.

The top court constituted
the special investigation team
(SIT) comprising IPS officer
and Additional General of
Police, Lucknow zone S B
Shiradkar, Inspector General
CBCID Modak Rajesh D Rao
and Hemant Kutiyal, Com-
mandant of UP Special Range
Security Battalion.

"The special investigation
team shall, inter alia, look
into the issues (i) whether the
quantum of compensation
paid to the land owners was
higher than they are entitled
to in terms of the judgments
passed by the courts from
time to time; (ii) if so, who
were the officers/officials re-
sponsible for such exorbitant

Delhi's maximum temp settles
at 23.7°C with moderate AQI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi recorded a maximum
temperature of 23.7 degrees
Celsius with moderate air
quality on Friday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said The 24-hour aver-
age Air Quality Index (AQI)
was recorded in the moderate'
category at 199, according to
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered "good", 51
and 100 "satisfactory", 101
and 200 "moderate", 201
and 300 "poor", 301 and 400
"very poor", and 401 and 500
"severe".

Meanwhile, the minimum
temperature stood at 9.8 de-
grees Celsius, 2.3 degrees
above average, with humidity
levels fluctuating between 90
and 58 percent during the day,
the IMD said.

The weather department
has forecast clear skies for
Saturday with predominant
surface winds expected from
the northwest direction.

The wind speed is likely to
be less than 8 kmph during
the morning hours with shal-
low fog or mist expected dur-
ing the early morning, it said.

Wind speed is expected to
gradually increase to 12 to 14
kmph by the afternoon, again

Delhi Police nabs man in Rs 15 ¢r Covid-19 vaccine scam

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the Delhi
Police has arrested a man
who had been absconding
for nearly three years in a
Rs 15 crore fraud case, an

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Over 70 companies of para-
military forces and more
than 15,000 police personnel
are set to be deployed across
the capital for Republic Day
celebrations, an official said
on Friday.

The city will be monitored
by drones and CCTV surveil-
lance and cyber-specialist
officers will be deployed to
oversee operations, a senior
police officer said.

“We have already installed
multi-layered security ar-
rangements. We have six lay-
ers of checking and frisking
arrangements. Apart from
this, we will have multi-lay-
ered barricading. We have

cameras installed in the New
Delhi district, including those
with Facial Recognition Sys-
tems (FRS),” the officer said.

Moving vehicles with FRS
system will also be deployed,
he said.

The officer said the cam-
eras are linked to a database
to identify criminals imme-

official said on Friday.The
accused, Prafulla Kumar
Nayak, who impersonated
an officer from the Minis-
try of Health and Family
Welfare, played a key role
in duping victims by prom-
ising work orders related to
Covid-19 vaccine transpor-

diately. “Delhi Police is well
prepared to tackle any kind
of situation,” he said.

The officer further said that
police teams are conducting
mock drills with multiple
security agencies. Over 70
companies of paramilitary
forces and more than 15,000
police personnel will be de-
ployed in the national capital

tation during the pandemic,
the EOW statement read.
The case originated in
2022 following a complaint
by one Sunil Kaushik, who
alleged that he was defraud-
ed of Rs 4 crore under the
pretext of securing govern-
ment contracts for vaccine

R-Day: 70 paramilitary companies, 15k cops to be deployed

to ensure robust security ar-
rangements.

The DCPs of all districts
are properly briefed about
the security arrangements.
Police officers would remain
on high alert and promptly
report any suspicious activ-
ity immediately, he said.

Another officer said ap-
proximately 4,000 rooftop
security points have been
identified in New Delhi,
North, and Central districts
as part of the security mea-
sures. Attendees of the Re-
public Day parade will receive
security stickers, and about
500 high-resolution Artificial
Intelligence-enabled cameras
with FRS are being installed
along the route and nearby
areas.

transportation.

"Four additional com-
plaints revealed a similar
modus operandi, with the
accused collectively duping
victims of over Rs 15 crore,"
Additional Commissioner
of Police (EOW) Amrutha
Guguloth said in the state-

from the northwest direction,
itadded.

By evening and night, the
speed will decrease to less
than 10 kmph, and smog or
mist is likely to develop, the
IMD said.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures for Sat-
urday are expected to settle
around 22 degrees Celsius
and 8 degrees Celsius, re-
spectively.

ment.

Investigations revealed
that in May 2021, the ac-
cused lured victims by ar-
ranging meetings within the
premises of Nirman Bha-
wan, the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare's head-
quarters.

payment; (iii) whether there
was any collusion or con-
nivance between the benefi-
ciaries and officers/officials
of NOIDA; and (iv) whether
the overall functioning of
NOIDA lacks transparency,
fairness and commitment to
the cause of public interest,"
it said on January 23.

Directing the SIT to file its
report in a sealed cover with-
in two months, the bench
said the team was free to
look into any other allied is-
sue during the investigation.

The bench however pro-
tected the beneficiaries,
farmers and landowners,
who were paid the extra com-
pensation from any coercive
or penal action without its
permission.

It observed on September
14,2023, when the matter was
heard, it was learnt that the
FIR in the case was not a soli-
tary instance of alleged excess
payment of compensation to
the land owners but there
were numerous instances of
such payments, prima facie,
for extraneous considerations
and on quid pro quo basis.

"It was consequently de-
sired that an independent
agency should hold a deeper
probe into the functioning of
NOIDA as a statutory author-
ity," the bench noted.

On October 5,2023, the state
government informed the top
court that it had constituted a
fact-finding committee com-
prising three officers, includ-
ing the additional director
general of police, Meerut
Zone, to examine the cases
where NOIDA might have
paid illegal compensation
in collusion and connivance
with the officers of the au-
thority and the beneficiaries.

It said, "Keeping in view
the limited mandate given to
that committee and the man-
ner in which the proceedings
were conducted, we were not
satisfied with its outcome, es-
pecially when it was brought
to our notice on November
22, 2023 that under the garb
of investigation, the commit-
tee was trying to question the
grant of higher compensation
to the landowners under the
court orders."

The bench went on, "It was

Court exempts Kejriwal,
Sisodia from appearing
in excise case during
campaigning

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Friday
exempted former chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal
and AAP leaders Man-
ish Sisodia and Durgesh
Pathak from personally
appearing in a excise case
as they were campaigning
for upcoming assembly
elections.Special judge
Kaveri Baweja allowed the
reprieve after the three
AAP leaders said they
were unable to personal-
ly appear in court as they
were "actively engaged" in
campaigning for the elec-
tions.

"In view of the above
said submissions, per-
sonal appearance of the
applicants are exempted
for today only through

counsel... The case is ad-
journed to February 3,
2025," the judge said.

The money laundering
case stems from a CBI
case lodged after Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena recommended a
probe into the alleged ir-
regularities in the imple-
mentation of the excise
policy.

According to the CBI
and the ED, irregularities
were committed while
modifying the excise
policy and undue favours
were extended to the li-
cence holders.

The Delhi government
implemented the policy
on November 17,2021, and
scrapped it by the end of
September 2022 amid al-
legations of corruption.

Mumbai 5th, Delhi 8th in Asia-Pacific's
top cities for cross-border investment

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Mumbai ranks fifth and
New Delhi eighth among
the top 10 most preferred
markets in the Asia Pacific
region for cross-border
investment, according to
CBRE.Real estate consul-
tant CBRE India on Friday
released the findings of its
2025 Asia-Pacific investor
Intentions Survey, high-
lighting the improvement in
net buying intention across
marketsin Asia Pacific, with
over half of respondents in-
dicating their preference to
buy more real estate in 2025.

o % Pl ..

rank among the top 10
most preferred markets for
cross-border investment
in the APAC region. Mum-
bai ranked Sth after Tokyo,
Sydney, Singapore and Ho
Chi Minh City, while New
Delhi was tied for the 8th
spot along Seoul, Osaka and

"Mumbai and New Delhi

Hanoi," the consultant said.

The survey further noted
that investor sentiment
in India is driven by asset
classes, including office,
residential, industrial &
data centres.

Total equity investment in
Indian real estate recorded
an all-time high of USD 11.4

billion in 2024, increased by
54 per cent year-on-year.

Anshuman Magazine,
Chairman & CEO - India,
South-East Asia, Middle
East & Africa, CBRE, said,
"Investment in India's real
estate market reached a re-
cord high in 2024."

"While the landscape was
primarily dominated by
domestic investors, foreign
equity investments and a
significant resurgence of
capital deployment across
asset classes by overseas in-
vestors stand as a testament
to India's growing promi-
nence as a global real estate
destination," he said.
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INTENTION IS TO BRING NATURAL GAS, ATF UNDER GST: HARDEEP PURI

Puri exclaimed sooner than later (it will happen).

KEY POINTS

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

nion Minister of
Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hard-

eep Puri on Friday said that
there is a growing consen-
sus to bring natural gas
under the ambit of GST, but
stopped short of hinting ata
timeline.

“LPG gas is already 100
per cent saturated,” he said,
referring to LPG gas con-
nections and the success of
PM Ujjwala scheme.

On the matter of GST
on LPG, the government
maintained that it was un-
der the GST since the be-

ginning.

“LPG is under the ambit
of GST since the begin-
ning,” Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Secretary Pankaj
Jain said, who was also
present during the press
conference.

Commercial LPG cylinder
attracts 18 per cent GST and
domestic attracts 5 per cent.

Ujjwala gas currently
sells at Rs 503 per unit, and
non-Ujjwala at Rs 803 per
unit in Delhi. The minister,
responding to a reporter’s
question, asserted that avi-
ation turbine fuel will also
be taken up for consider-
ation under the GST.

“Our sense out of the last

Y s

GST meeting was that ATF
(aviation turbine fuel) is
likely to come on soon un-
der GST but bringing Natu-
ral gas is also on the cards,”

Sensex down 10,000 points
from its peak last Sept

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Indian stock indices de-
clined during Friday’s ses-
sion and logged weekly
losses, with multiple sectoral
indices slumping sharply.

Auto, media, pharma, PSU
Bank, realty, healthcare, oil
and gas, were some of them,
NSE data showed.

Sensex closed the day at
76,190.46 points, down
329.92 points or 0.43 per
cent, while Nifty closed at
23,092.20 points, down
113.15 points or 0.49 per cent.

Sensex now remains

around 10,000 points
lower than its all-time high
of 85,978 points in Septem-
ber last. Sensex has so far
slumped 3 per cent this New
Year.

Indian markets are wit-
nessing volatility amid un-
certainty over US President
Donald Trump’s policies. In-
vestors anticipate potential
disruptions to global trade
during Trump presidency.

Weak domestic economic
growth, selling by foreign
portfolio investors, have also
been reflecting on the stock
markets.

In 2024, Sensex and Nifty

accumulated a growth of
about 9-10 per cent each.
In 2023, Sensex and Nifty
gained 16-17 per cent, on a
cumulative basis. In 2022,
they gained a mere 3 per cent
each. Weak GDP growth,
foreign fund outflows, ris-
ing food prices, and slow
consumption were some of
the hurdles, keeping many
investors at bay in 2024.

“The Q3 results of IT com-
panies and the management
commentary indicating im-
proving prospects for the
sector suggest that the sec-
tor is a safe bet now,” said
Vijayakumar.

Govt’s subsidy burden likely to exceed
budget estimates: Report

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The subsidy burden of the
government is expected to
rise to approximately Rs 4.1-
4.21akh crorein the financial
year 2024-25 (FY25) more
than the budget estimates,
according to a report by the
Bank of Baroda.

The report highlighted that
this increase is driven pri-

marily by higher expenses on
food and fertilizer subsidies,
which are expected to exceed
the budgeted allocation.

It said, “overall subsidy
burden is expected to rise to
approx. Rs4.1-4.21akh crore
in FY25. From that level, the
burden is expected to come
down to approx. Rs 4 lakh
crore in the next financial
year”.

The government had ini-

tially set a budget estimate
(BE) of Rs 3.8 lakh crore for
major subsidies, including
food, fertilizer, and petro-
leum, for FY25.

However, the report in-
dicates that this allocation
is likely to be surpassed by
around 10 per cent, follow-
ing a rise in the minimum
support price (MSP) for Rabi
crops for the marketing sea-
son 2025-26.

1

mercial.

the minister said.

“There were a large num-
ber of states which earlier
had reservations like Gu-
jarat, Maharashtra, AP,

Jio launches
free-for-life
sound-pay
feature

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

In a bold move that under-
scores Jio’s commitment to
empowering every Indian,
the company on Friday an-
nounced a revolutionary
new feature for its JioBharat
device - a free, industry-first
JioSoundPay dedicated to 5
crore small-scale merchants
across the nation.

This groundbreaking in-
novation JioSoundPay trans-
forms the merchant experi-
ence by providing instant,
multilingual audio confir-
mations for every UPI pay-
ment, enabling seamless and
efficient business operations
for even the smallest kirana
stores, vegetable vendors, and
roadside eateries. Existing
small and micro merchants
pay around Rs 125 a month
for a sound box. Now, with
JioSoundPay being provided
FREE, JioBharat users will
save Rs 1,500 annually, ac-
cording to a statement by the
company. JioBharat phone,
that was launched over a
year ago, is the world’s most
affordable 4G phone available
at only Rs 699.

Bhaane Group, DPIIT collaborate

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Bhaane Group, a subsidiary
of Shahi Exports Pvt Ltd,
the largest manufacturer
of apparel, has signed a
MoU with the Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT).

According to DPIIT,
Anand Ahuja, CEO and Co-
Founder of Bhaane Group,
and Dr Sumeet K Jarangal,
IAS, Director of DPIIT, for-
malised the partnership by
signing a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU).

This collaboration aims
to foster relationships with
cross-border startups, along
with bolstering the manu-
facturing capabilities in the
country. Bhaane Group has
been a strategic partner to
several leading interna-
tional brands like Nike and
Converse, amongst others.

It has seamlessly created
an Indianised experience
for these brands, leverag-
ing their expertise and
understanding of the local
markets. This partnership
positions Bhaane Group
to play an important role
in helping Indian startups
scale globally.

Through its extensive
experience, it will support
upcoming startups by pro-
viding access to market
insights. Bhaane Group
will launch incubation
programs for startups spe-
cialising in manufacturing,
along with other production
areas.
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It will facilitate them to
create a holistic under-
standing of the workings of
foreign markets, along with
guidance on operational
knowledge throughout the
startup lifecycle.

Anand Ahuja, CEO and
Co-Founder of Bhaane
Group said, “India’s entre-
preneurial journey has been
very interesting to witness.
Global brands are eyeing in-
vesting in Indian startups,
as it is one of the leading
players in the South Asian
market.”

He added, “DPIIT’s mis-
sion with Start Up India
aligns with our outlook to
foster innovation and global
competitiveness among In-
dian startups. By joining
hands with the government,
we are poised to create a
conducive atmosphere for
Indian startups to compete
in global markets.”

Sonam A Kapoor, Co-
Founder of Bhaane Group
said, “India has been grow-
ing as a manufacturing
leader and through this col-

laboration, we're excited to
support new brands emerg-
ing from our country and
help them with the exper-
tise and access that Bhaane
Group brings.”

She added, “This part-
nership with DPIIT helps
us empower the next gen-
eration of Indian startups
and breakthrough brands
as they take on the global
market. Together, we can
showcase India’s manu-
facturing innovation and
design leadership to the
world.”

Sumeet K Jarangal, Di-
rector, DPIIT said, “The
recently signed MoU serves
alarger purpose in the ever-
growing entrepreneurial
spirit and our vision to for-
tify India’s manufacturing
landscape. By helping start-
ups connect with industry
leaders like Bhaane Group,
we focus on promoting in-
novation, strengthening in-
ternational dynamics, and
helping Indian startups
thrive on global soil.”

Sanjiv, Joint Secretary,
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DPIIT said, “By facilitat-
ing connections between
startups and established
players like Bhaane Group,
we foster a mutually ben-
eficial environment where
innovation flourishes and
Indian businesses achieve
global success.”

This unique partnership
will prepare Indian startups
for a new chapter in India’s
entrepreneurial journey.
Bhaane Group and DPIIT
desire to provide Indian en-
trepreneurs with exposure
to international markets
and bring these markets’
attention to the growing
entrepreneurial ecosystem
in India.

The organisation’s ex-
pansive portfolio is a tes-
tament to localising global
experiences, adhering to the
‘glocal’ approach towards
building international ties.
Its cross-industry experi-
ences, with DPII'T’s vision
to encourage innovation in
India’s expanding startup
arena, will help in strength-
ening global collaborations.

B Growing consensus to include natu-
ral gas under GST, timeline unclear.
B | PG under GST since inception, with
5% tax on domestic, 18% on com-

B ATF likely to be included in GST soon;
natural gas also under discussion.

B 20% ethanol blending in petrol on
track for completion next month; no
ethanol blending in diesel planned.

but they are now more or
less seeing the benefits of
that. I don’t want to put a
timeline, because its not my
field. I am the line ministry,

and the taxation issue falls
under the finance ministry
and GST council,” said the
minister. “If you ask me, I
would say sooner than later

from time to time, have op-
posed this idea. Petroleum
products are currently not
part of the GST framework.

Moving on to biofuel

“Oursense out of the last GST meeting
was that ATF (aviation turbine fuel)
is likely to come on soon under GST
but bringing Natural gas is also on

the cards,” the minister said.

(it will happen).”

There have been discus-
sions of bringing petrol
and diesel under the GST
regime, but several states,

DAVOS 2025

blending with petrol, Min-
ister Puri said that 20 per
cent blending of ethanol
with petrol will be complet-
ed next month.

The government has been
ambitious of attaining 20
per cent ethanol-blended
petrol by 2024-25 financial
year and 30 per cent by
2029-30. The government
has advanced the target
of E20 fuel from 2030 to
2025.

E20 blending in petrol
was introduced by the Cen-
tre to reduce the country’s
oil import cost, energy se-
curity, lower carbon emis-
sions and better air quality.

India, however, has no
plans to mandate the blend-
ing of ethanol with diesel.
The issue of blending etha-
nol with diesel is still at an
experimental stage.

Efforts to boost confidence in India’s water sector at WEF, says CR Patil

Union Minister for Jal Shakti, CR
Patil, emphasized India’s progress
in tackling its water challenges at
the 2025 World Economic Forum
(WEF)in Davos. In his address, Patil
underscored the success of govern-
ment initiatives in water conserva-
tion and irrigation, which have not
only alleviated previous concerns
regarding water scarcity but also
positioned India as a promising in-
vestment destination in the sector.
Patil remarked that over the past
decade, significant strides have been
made in addressing water-related
issues through numerous govern-
ment-led projects. The positive out-
comes of these initiatives are trans-
forming India’s image as a country
grappling with water shortages to
one that is on the path to achieving
water security. The Union Minis-
ter highlighted that the substantial
progress in water management and
irrigation systems presents a signif-
icant opportunity for foreign inves-
tors, urging them to look at India as

an attractive investment hub.

“The progress we have made in
the past ten years is immense,” Patil
said, “and there is an opportunity
for substantial investments in In-
dia’s water sector. With our ongo-
ing efforts, global investors can now
confidently view India as a land of
possibilities in the water and irriga-
tion space.”

Patil’s remarks come at a crucial
time when the Indian government is
intensifying its focus on water man-
agement. The Ministry of Jal Shakti,
through its Department of Water
Resources, River Development, and
Ganga Rejuvenation, is relentlessly
working to ensure the availability
of sufficient water resources for the
country. From river rejuvenation
projects to the enhancement of irri-
gation networks, India is aiming to
provide sustainable solutions to its
growing water needs.

The announcement from Patil was
complemented by discussions about
India’s broader economic growth at

WEF. At the event, it was also re-
vealed that India, alongside eight
other participating states, secured
major investment proposals in Da-
vos, underscoring the country’s
growing appeal to global investors.
Notably, Union Minister for Food
Processing Industries, Chirag Pas-
wan, shared that the Belgian bever-
age giant AB InBev had committed
to investing USD 250 million in In-
dia’s beverage industry over the next
two to three years.

States like Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana, and other
Southern Indian states were par-
ticularly active in attracting invest-
ments during the WEF conference.
These states showcased their diverse
industrial strengths and presented
themselves as key investment desti-
nations for global corporations. The
collective presence of Union Minis-
ters and Chief Ministers from vari-
ous states at WEF highlighted a uni-
fied effort to project India’s growth
story and potential to the world.

Maharashtra government

In another significant develop-
ment at the WEF, Taural India, a
world-class aluminium foundry,
signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the Maha-
rashtra Government to expand
its manufacturing operations in
Supa, Maharashtra. This deal,
which was presided over by Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis, signifies a major
leap forward for the state’s indus-
trial ambitions.

The expansion of Taural India’s
manufacturing facility in Supa is
poised to bolster the region’s in-
dustrial capabilities, with an in-
vestment of INR 500 Crore aimed
at scaling up production. Bharat
Gite, Managing Director and CEO
of Taural India, emphasized that
this move is aligned with the com-
pany’s vision of decentralizing in-

dustries and empowering Tier IT

and III regions.

“This MoU represents a turning :
point for Taural India, as we ex-
pand our operations to meet grow- :
ing demand across multiple sec- :
Jahagirdar,

i Managing

i Partner at Ru-
tion aims to bring economic pros-
perity to regions beyond India’s :
i views on In-

The new facility, set to be four
times the size of Taural India’s cur- :
rent plant, will focus on reducing :
import dependence by localizing
production of critical components. :
This expansion will not only con- :
tribute to the government’s “Make
inIndia” initiative but will also cre- :
ate over 1,200 local jobs, thereby :
strengthening Maharashtra’s po-
sition as an industrial powerhouse. :
i global forums like Davos, it's now time
¢ forIndian investors and startups to also

tors, including energy, aerospace,
defence, and healthcare,” Gite said.
“Our commitment to decentraliza-

major urban centers.”

Shallu Jindal’s impactful presence

Shallu Jindal, Chairperson of the
Jindal Foundation and Chancellor
of OP Jindal University, also made
her mark at the WEF, spotlighting
the Foundation’s impactful social
initiatives. Jindal spoke at two key
sessions, emphasizing the impor-
tance of skill development and
empowering marginalized com-
munities.

In her session titled “From Skill
Gaps to Skill Gains,” Jindal shared
insights into the successful collabo-
rations between the Jindal Founda-
tion and the Government of India
to address skill gaps and enhance
employability, especially in under-
served communities. The session
highlighted the Foundation’s work
in bridging educational disparities
and preparing individuals for the
job market.

Further, in the “Generational
Wealth” session, organized by the
Women Inspiring Network, Jindal
discussed how the Foundation’s
programs empower individuals,
particularly women and farmers,
to create sustainable economic op-
portunities within their communi-

community health, women’s em-

powerment, rural infrastructure,
and quality education, the Jindal
investors to leverage such global plat-
i forms to further cement their positions
i inthe global economy.

Foundation is playing a pivotal role
in fostering inclusive growth.
The Jindal Foundation’s efforts

have impacted over 14.3 million }
i cludes five Union Ministers, three state
i Chief Ministers, and a host of business
¢ leaders, all working together to promote

people across India, addressing
vital areas such as healthcare, nu-
trition, sanitation, and rural de-

velopment. Jindal’s participation
i tive approach highlights the country’s
political stability and the alignment be-
i tween various levels of government and

at WEF reflects the Foundation’s
unwavering commitment to social
change and its role in shaping In-

dia’s future through sustainable
i attracting foreign investments.

development.

step into the spotlight.”

i confidence within India’s entrepre-
i neurial community, which is increas-
ingly seen as a key player in shaping
i theglobal economic future. Jahagirdar’s
i words resonate with the broader nar-
i rative being discussed at WEF, where
India’s innovation-driven growth is in
i focus.

/ has become a hub of activity, features
i adiverse array of states such as Maha-
rashtra, Uttar Pradesh, and Telangana.
N it : i These states are vying for investment in
ties. Through initiatives focused on
i manufacturing, and green energy. Ja-

‘Time for Indian
investors, startups
to shine at WEF’:
Archana Jahagirdar

At the same fo-
rum, Archana

kam Capital,
shared her

dia’s flourish-
ing startup
ecosystem. Jahagirdar noted that the
country’s entrepreneurial landscape is
expanding rapidly, with over 100 uni-
corns, and argued that it is high time
that Indian investors and startups are
recognized on the global stage.

“We have more than 100 unicorns in
India,” she pointed out, “and while old-
er startups are already making waves at

Her statement reflects the growing

The India Pavilion at WEF, which

sectors such as technology, healthcare,

hagirdar’s comments underscore the
opportunity for India’s startups and

The Indian delegation at WEF in-

India’s economic potential. This collec-

the private sector in driving growth and
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NEED TO ADDRESS JUDICIAL DELAYS IN INDIA:
CHALLENGES AND REFORMS

The Preamble of the Indian Constitution provides for social, economic, and political

justice which is effectuated through various constitutional articles.

OPINION

ABHINAV MEHROTRA &
AMIT UPADHYAY

PRUA

he legal maxim of
“Justice delayed
is justice denied”

which means justice is not
served if there is a delay
in resolving a case spe-
cifically fits the situation of
the judiciary in India. Re-
cently, the Supreme Court
had expressed “shock” to
learn that a murder case
accused’s bail application
was pending before the
Allahabad High Court for
the last four years. Such is
the situation that the In-
dian judiciary currently
faces, which impedes the
timely delivery of justice.
Such inefficiency and con-
sequent judicial delay due
to procedural complexities
and a lack of technologi-
cal integration incur sub-
stantial economic costs af-
fecting litigants adversely.
Thus, addressing these
issues requires a compre-
hensive understanding of
the constitutional mandate
for speedy trials and the
systemic challenges that
undermine judicial effi-
ciency including identify-
ing challenges in providing
speedy trials and legal aid,

¢

and discussing proposed
reforms to mitigate these
issues from a constitutional
perspective.

The Preamble of the In-
dian Constitution provides
for social, economic, and
political justice which is
effectuated through vari-
ous constitutional articles.
Article 14, which deals
with equality before the
law and equal protection
of the law; Article 21, which
protects life and personal
liberty; and Article 323A
which provides for the es-
tablishment of an admin-
istrative tribunal. Among
these provisions, the right
to a speedy trial is implic-
itly included within the
ambit of the right to a fair
trial, which forms part of
the right to life and liberty
guaranteed by Article 21.
The judiciary is designed to
be an independent organ,
crucial for maintaining the
rule of law and ensuring
impartiality in legal pro-
ceedings.

The Indian Constitution
places significant emphasis
on the right to speedy jus-
tice. However, the prevalent

culture of adjournments in
Indian courts has resulted
in delayed and prolonged
trials, thereby creating sub-
stantial challenges in de-
livering efficient legal aid.
The Indian judicial system
is plagued by inefficien-
cies stemming from the
high volume of cases filed
daily and the significant
number of vacancies in the
lower judiciary. Address-
ing these inefficiencies re-
quires the recruitment of
additional judicial person-
nel and the optimal alloca-
tion of resources to manage
caseloads more effectively.
Various other institutional
and legal complexities and
a lack of technological in-
tegration also contribute to
judicial delays, causing im-
mense loss of productivity
and rising litigation costs.

The Law Commission of
India, in its 77th report,
had observed that “Long
delay in the disposal of
cases has resulted in huge
arrears and a heavy back-
log of pending files in vari-
ous courts in the country.
A bare glance at the state-
ments of the various types
of cases pending in differ-
ent courts and the duration
for which those cases have
been pending is enough to
show the enormity of the
problem”.

In this background, the
essence of access to justice
could be understood to in-
clude four main facets that
constitute the essence of
access to justice including
but not limited to the need
for an adjudicatory mecha-
nism; the mechanism must
be conveniently accessible
in terms of justice; the pro-
cess of adjudication must
be speedy, and the process
of adjudication must be
affordable to the dispu-
tants. These aspects were
also emphasized in the case
of Hussainara Khatoon v.

The right to aspeedy trial is recognized internationally as a fundamental buman right
enshrined in international human rights law. In Europe, the right to a speedy trial
has been recognized by the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) in the case of
Delcourtv. Belgium, wherein it opined that access to justice was a valuable human
and fundamental right which parallels Article 21 of the Indian Constitution.

State of Bihar, where the
Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India had declared that
speedy trial is an enshrined
part of Article 21. It also
pointed out that Article
39 A, which guarantees
free legal aid and equal
justice to all citizens, is an
inalienable part of ensur-
ing speedy justice. This
article was added to the
Constitution through the
Constitution (Forty-Second
Amendment) Act 1976.
Despite the existing le-

gal framework, the issue
of judicial delays, primar-
ily caused by unwarranted
adjournments, remains a
persistent challenge. These
delays not only lead to sub-
stantial economic losses
but also hinder access to
justice.. Adopting modern
technologies, increased use
of alternative dispute reso-
lution mechanisms, sim-
plifying legal procedures,
and implementing Active
Case Management (ACM),
where judges take a proac-

tive role in managing cases
by organizing pre-trial
conferences and setting
deadlines, will help reduce
adjournments and improve
the speed and quality of le-
gal processes in ensuring
access to justice.

The right to a speedy trial
is recognized internation-
ally as a fundamental hu-
man right enshrined in
international human rights
law. In Europe, the right to
a speedy trial has been rec-
ognized by the European

Court of Human Rights
(ECHR) in the case of Del-
court v. Belgium, wherein
it opined that access to jus-
tice was a valuable human
and fundamental right
which parallels Article 21
of the Indian Constitution.
This right underscores
the importance of timely
adjudication as a critical
component of the broader
framework of justice.

In the Indian context, fu-
ture litigation policies must
integrate the advancements

established during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, such as
e-courts and online dis-
pute resolution (ODR), to
streamline dispute resolu-
tion mechanisms, as the
computerization of courts
has helped in reducing the
“Backlog of Cases” in the
past. However, mere com-
puterization of court would
not serve any further pur-
pose in the present times,
and there exists a need for
electronic courts to facili-
tate the speedy disposal of
cases. Additionally, there
is an urgent need to incen-
tivize the prosecutors and
government officials who
handle cases to prevent de-
lays in hearings, impacting
the applicants who have to
testify repeatedly before
the court. The applicants
experience social and eco-
nomic issues in appearing
before the judges repeat-
edly, violating the constitu-
tional rights of speedy trial
under Article 21.
Ultimately, upholding
the right to a speedy trial
is integral to the broader
protection of the right to life
and personal liberty envi-
sioned by the framers of the
Constitution. Only by safe-
guarding this right can the
justice system effectively
fulfil its role as a protec-
tor of individual rights and
liberties, thereby fostering
public confidence in the
rule of law.
Abbinav Mebrotra is an As-
sistant Professor and Assis-
tant Director at O.P. Jindal
Global University and holds
an LL.M. in International Hu-
man Rights Law from the Uni-
versity of Leeds.
Amit Upadhyay is an Associ-
ate Professor at O.P. Findal
Global University and bolds
an LL.M. in European and
International Business, Com-
petition and Regulatory Law
from Freie Universitit, Berlin,
Germany.

Legally defensible but politically indefensible

First high-profile FIR lodged under Section 152, formerly law of sedition.

OPINION

SEEMA SINDHU

An FIR has been lodged
against Rahul Gandhi in
Guwahati by a private
person under section 152
and 197 of Bhartiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) for a part of
his speech “The BJP and
the RSS have captured
very single institution of

our country. We are now
fighting the BJP, RSS and
the Indian state itself”.
BJP was prompt to call
his words coming from
George Soros playbook.
Section 152 pertains to
Acts endangering sover-
eignty, unity and integrity
of India and section 197
Imputations, assertions
prejudicial to national in-
tegrity. Both the sections
are cognizable and non-
bailable - meaning the
accused can be arrested
without a warrant and
can’t be given bail by po-
lice as matter of right - it’s
the discretion of the court.

Section 152 BNS is cor-
responding section of sec-

tion 124 A (popularly law
of sedition) IPC which
has been repealed by BNS
now. This is perhaps the
first high-profile FIR un-
der section 152 which is
a whittled and more de-
fined version of its prede-
cessor section 124A IPC,
after the BNS coming into
effect. Undoubtedly the
speech doesn’t attract the
section when heard in
its entirety, but the part
“against the Indian State
itself” is enough to pro-
cedurally harass Rahul
Gandhi. First let’s see the
law and then the politics
around it.

Sedition IPC and Sec-
tion 152 BNS: In 2022 the
Supreme Court of India
had suspended the trial of
cases under Section 124A
IPC taking cognizance of
its misuse given its broad
ambit and directed the
government to reconsider
this law. The context to it
is important - there had
been rise in registration
of sedition cases during

2010 and 2021. Further
conviction rate is as low as
33 percent - indicating the
falsity of cases.

History: Interestingly
section 124 A was not a
part of the original draft
IPC 1860 which came
into effect in 1862; and
was incorporated in 1870
- triggered by the seeds
sown by “the first battle
of Independence 1857”.
Bal Gangadhar Tilak was
infamously convicted for
his speeches under this

law. Till 1973, sedition was
non-cognizable and was
made cognizable by Indira
Gandhi govt just before
the Emergency; mean-
ing thereby that during
British era, while a per-
son could not be arrested
without a warrant, he
could be arrested without
warrant in Independent
India and it remains so till
date.

The speech and the
politics: While Gandhi’s
speech in its entirety

Sedition IPC and Section 152 BNS: In 2022 the Supreme
Courtof India bad suspended the trial of cases under Section
124 A IPC taking cognizance of its misuse given its broad
ambit and directed the government to reconsider this law. The
context to it is important — there had been rise in registration
of sedition cases during 2010 and 2021. Further conviction
rateis as low as 33 percent — indicating the falsity of cases.

doesn’t fall foul in the sec-
tion he is charged of, he
has certainly made a self
goal by not being politi-
cally correct in using the
phrase “against the Indian
state”. He being a legisla-
tor is assumed to be care-
ful with words. One can
defend him LEGALLY by
contextualizing his speech
with instances of Alla-
habad High Court Justice
Shekhar Yadav’s speech,
Madhya Pradesh High
Court Justice Rohit Arya’s
open allegiance while
holding office and Ad-
ditional Solicitor General
SV Raju’s oral submission

in the Supreme Court that
there’s something fishy
about the ED’s affidavit
as it was submitted with-
out his vetting; but yet
the use of that particular
phrase is indefensible PO-
LITICALLY. He made his
speech in haste perhaps.
By this time, he must have
learned the language and
politics of masses. Fur-
ther, it is not correct to
paint every institution
and every institutional
functionary with the same
brush. It gives his fight
the impression of being
against the “Indian state”
ALSO besides against the

BJP. When he casts asper-
sions on addition of one
crore voters in Maharash-
tra between Lok Sabha
elections and assembly
elections, there should be
something verifiable to
it, without which it sends
impression of pessimism
and self denial. Politics
is a lot about perception.
Today he is being seen as
against the “Indian state”,
against unity in relation to
his caste census plank and
regressive politics in rela-
tion to reservation.

The Writer is Delbi-based
lawyer. On X @SeemaSind-
hu
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CITIZENSHIP NOT THE ONLY SCARE

FOR PRETERM BABIES IN US

As President Trump's executive order on U.S. citizenship takes effect,
preterm births among NRI expectant mothers are rising significantly.

| -

ANJALI SINGH
NEW DELHI

ecent developments
in U.S. immigration
licy have led to sig-

nificant concerns among ex-
pectant parents, particularly
within the Indian community
residing in the United States.
On January 20, 2025, Presi-
dent Donald Trump issued
an executive order aiming to
end automatic citizenship for
children born in the U.S. to
non-permanent residents.
This policy was set to take
effect on February 20, 2025.

Inresponse, there hasbeen
anotableincreasein requests
for preterm caesarean section
(C-section) deliveries among
Indian womenin the U.S., es-
pecially in states like New Jer-
sey. These expectant mothers
are seeking to ensure their
children are born before the
policy'simplementation date
tosecure U.S. citizenship for
them.

However, medical pro-
fessionals have expressed
concerns about the health
implications of elective pre-
term deliveries. Preterm
births can pose significant
health risks for newborns,
including respiratory is-
sues, developmental delays,
and increased susceptibility
to infections. Obstetricians
are advising against sched-

A photo of a NICU, illustrating the specialized care required for preterm infants. Freepik

uling early deliveries solely
for the purpose of securing
citizenship, emphasizing the
importance of prioritizing the
health and well-being of both
mother and child.

It's important to note that
on January 23,2025, a federal
judge in Seattle temporarily
blocked President Trump's
executive order, citing po-
tential violations of the 14th

EXPLAINER

Amendment's citizenship
clause. This ruling prevents
the policy's enforcement for
14 days while further legal
arguments are considered.
The Justice Department has
indicated plans to appeal the
decision.

Given the evolving legal
situation and the health risks
associated with preterm de-
liveries, expectant parents are
encouraged to consult with
their healthcare providers
and stay informed about
the latest developments in
immigration policy.

WHAT IS A PRETERM
BIRTH?

About1outof every 10 births
in the U.S. is premature. A
baby born before 37 weeks of
pregnancyis considereda pre-
mature or preterm baby. The
earlierthebirth, thegreater the

possibility of serious health
risks to the baby. These risks
include breathing problems
and trouble maintaining tem-
perature. Preterminfants may
need special carein a NICU.

A preterm baby may have
underdeveloped organs like
the brain, lungs, and liver.
They may have trouble stay-
ing warm or feeding and may
be at risk for developmental
delays later in life.

As per the World Health
Organization, prematurity
is the leading cause of death
in children under the age of
Syearsaround the world. In
low-income settings, half of
the babies born at or below
32 weeks (2 months early)
die due to a lack of feasible,
cost-effective care such
as warmth, breastfeeding
support, and basic care for
infections and breathing dif-
ficulties.

Babies may be born pre-
term because of spontane-
ous preterm labor or because
there is a medical indication
to plan an induction of labor
or caesarean birth early.

HEALTH
CONSEQUENCES OF
PRETERM BIRTH FOR
THE BABY

"As gynecologists, we al-
ways try to prevent a pre-
mature delivery unless it
is absolutely essential for

OVERVIEW OF PRETERM DELIVERY

® Definition: Birth before 37 weeks of gestation.

® Categories by Gestational Age:

OExtremely Preterm: <28 weeks

OVery Preterm: 28-<-32 weeks

OModerate Preterm: 32-<-37 weeks

Pros and Cons of Preterm Delivery

Pros:

ery can save lives.

® Medical Necessity: In cases like severe preeclampsia or fetal distress, preterm deliv-

Cons:

® Health Complications: Preterm birth is a leading cause of neonatal death and long-
term health issues like respiratory distress syndrome and cerebral palsy.

® Developmental Challenges: Higher risk of diseases in adulthood, including type 2
diabetes and cardiovascular conditions.

WHEN IS PRETERM DELIVERY NECESSARY?

Conditions Requiring Preterm Birth:

® Severe preeclampsia

® Fetal growth restriction

® Placental abruption

Avoiding Elective Preterm Delivery:

Elective preterm delivery should be avoided unless medically necessary, as full-term
pregnancies (39-40 weeks) yield better health outcomes for both mother and child.

U.S. citizenship

mmigration

Representative image of official documents or forms related
to immigration policies, representing the bureaucratic aspect

of immigration. Freepik

the health of the mother or
baby. Preterm delivery can
have significant short-term
and long-term consequences
for the baby," says Dr. Astha
Dayal, Director - Obstetrics
and Gynaecology, CK Birla
Hospital, Gurugram.

In some cases, preterm
delivery may be medically
indicated, such as in pre-
eclampsia or high blood pres-
sure of the mother during
pregnancy, placental abrup-
tion—a condition where the
placenta separates from the
uterus, depriving the baby of
oxygen and nutrients. It can
also happen in cases of fetal
distress where the baby is not
receiving enough oxygen and
nutrients, requiring imme-
diate delivery. Sometimes,
in cases of twins or multiple
pregnancies, the risk of pre-
term delivery may increase.

"For most other conditions,
we try to prolong pregnancy
atleast up to 37 weeks," says
Dr. Dayal.

"Preterm babies, born be-
fore 37 weeks of gestation,
are at risk of various health
challenges due to their un-
derdeveloped organs and
systems. The severity of
these risks depends on how
early the baby is born, with
extremely preterm infants
(born before 28 weeks) fac-
ing the highest risks," says
Dr. Abhishek Chopra, Con-
sultant Pediatrician and
Neonatologist at Cloudnine
Group of Hospitals, New
Delhi Punjabi Bagh.

"Preterm and low birth
weight babies are at a higher
risk of SIDS, especially in the
first year of life. Safe sleep
practices, such as sleeping
on their back and using a
firm mattress, are crucial,”
adds Dr. Chopra.

Preterm babies, born before
37 weeks of gestation, are at
a higher risk for various
health complications. These
risks can be categorized into

short-term and long-term
complications.

SHORT-TERM
COMPLICATIONS:

@ Respiratory Distress
Syndrome (RDS): Under-
developed lungs can lead
to breathing difficulties,
requiring oxygen therapy
in the neonatal ICU or even
mechanical ventilation.

@ Feeding problems: Pre-
term babies may have diffi-
culty sucking, swallowing,
and digesting milk, leading
to nutritional deficiencies.

@ Hypoglycemia or low
blood sugar: This can occur
due to immature liver func-
tion and inadequate glucose
stores.

@ Hypothermia: Preterm
babies may struggle to regu-
late their body temperature,
leading to hypothermia.

@ Infections: Preterm ba-
bies are more susceptible
to infections, such as sepsis,
pneumonia, and meningitis.

These complications may
be managed by good neonatal
care, but long-term complica-
tions are not always predict-
able and manageable. These
include:

@ Neurodevelopmental
delays: Preterm babies are
at a higher risk for cognitive,
motor, and behavioral delays.

@ Cerebral palsy: Preterm
babies are more likely to de-
velop cerebral palsy, which
affects movement, balance,
and coordination.

@ Vision and Hearing Im-
pairments: Preterm infants
face a higher risk of issues
like retinopathy of prema-
turity and hearing loss.

@ Chronic Lung Disease:
Preterm babies are more
prone to chronic lung con-
ditions, resulting in recurring
respiratory challenges.

@ Increased Risk of Adult
Diseases: Conditions such as
hypertension, diabetes, and
cardiovascular diseases are

.

£

Preterm birth is a leading cause of neonatal death and long-term health issues like
respiratory distress syndrome and cerebral palsy. Freepik

A premature baby in an infant incubator. Freepik
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more prevalent in individuals
born preterm.

CARING FOR A
PRETERM BABY

@ Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit (NICU): Preterm babies
require specialized care in
NICUs equipped with ad-
vanced technology and ex-
pert teams.

@ Developmental Follow-
ups: Regular check-ups are
essential to monitor growth
and promptly address any
complications.

@ Parental Support: Coun-
seling and education em-
power parents to navigate
the challenges of caring for
a preterm baby.

Advances in neonatal care
have improved outcomes for
preterminfants, but early in-
terventions remain crucial to
reduce long-term risks.

MANAGING PRETERM
BIRTH

Preventive Measures and
Care:

@ Rest, reduced stress, and
avoiding heavy lifting.

@ Healthy diet and abstain-
ing from smoking or alcohol.

@ Regular prenatal check-
ups to monitor health and
detect early signs of compli-
cations.

Medical Interventions:

@ Progesterone Supple-
ments: Reduce the risk of
preterm labor.

@ Cervical Cerclage: Rec-
ommended for shortened
cervical length.

@ Corticosteroids: Aid in
lung maturation when pre-
term labor is imminent.

RISKS ASSOCIATED
WITH PRETERM
BIRTH

For Mothers:

@ Increased risk of high
blood pressure, postpartum
hemorrhage, and cardiovas-
cular diseases.

For Babies:

@ Respiratory and digestive
issues, developmental delays,
vision and hearing problems,
and long-term chronic con-
ditions.

SAFETY AND
MONITORING DURING
PREGNANCY

@ Frequent check-ups,
including ultrasounds and

cervical length monitoring,
are essential.

@ Early detection and man-
agement of complications sig-
nificantly improve outcomes.

EMERGENCY
PROTOCOLS

@ Immediate Response:
Neonatal resuscitation,
maternal stabilization, and
prompt medical intervention.

@ Post-Birth Care: Support
for feeding, breathing, and
temperature regulation in
aNICU.

SUPPORT SERVICES
FOR PARENTS

@ Emotional and psycho-
logical counseling.

@ Peer support groups and
guidance on newborn care.

@ Financial assistance, if
necessary.

DELIVERY PLANNING

@ Choose a facility with a
Level III/IV NICU.

@ Collaborate with health-
care providers to create a
birth plan tailored to the
baby’s level of prematurity.

POST-BIRTH CARE
FOR PRETERM
BABIES

@ IntheNICU: Monitor feed-
ing, temperature, and respi-
ratory needs.

@ Parental Role: Provide
skin-to-skin contact and
adhere to NICU protocols
to prevent infections.

@ After Discharge: Regular
follow-ups with pediatric
specialists to track growth
and address developmental
concerns.

Preterm birth requires a
comprehensive approach
involving medical exper-
tise, parental involvement,
and continuous monitor-
ing to ensure the best out-
comes for both mother and
baby.
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SUPREME COURT: PLAINT WITH MULTIPLE RELIEFS
CANNOT BE REJECTED JUST BECAUSE SOME RELIEFS
ARE BARRED UNDER ORDER VII RULE 11 OF CPC

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
in the case Central
Bank Of India And

Anr. Versus Smt. Prabha
Jain And Ors observed
that when a Plaint includes
multiple reliefs, it cannot
be rejected solely because
one of the reliefs is being
barred by law, as long as
the other reliefs remain
valid.

The court stated that the
plaint cannot be partially
rejected under Order VII
Rule 11 of Civil Procedure
Code, CPC.

The court in the case
observed that, ‘If the civil
courtis of the view that one
relief (say relief A) is not
barred by law but is of the
view that Relief Bis barred
by law, the civil court must
not make any observations
to the effect that relief B is
barred by law and must
leave that issue undecided
in an Order VII, Rule 11 ap-
plication. Therefore, this
being because if the civil
court cannot reject a plaint
partially, then by the same
logic, it ought not to make
any adverse observations
against relief B.’

The bench comprising of
Justice JB Pardiwala and

Justice R Mahadevan was
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case was
hearing a case under the
SARFAESI Act in which
the plaintiff sought three
reliefs in a suit filed before
the Civil Court. Thus, two
of the reliefs, concerning
ownership and title over
the suit property used
as collateral for a bank-
sanctioned loan, were not
barred by law, and the Civil
Court had jurisdiction to
decide on them therefore,
the third relief, which per-
tained to the restoration of
possession under Section

4 ‘lh :il.l ,

17 of the SARFAESI Act,

was barred by law, as such
an application must be
filed before the Debt Re-
covery Tribunal, DRT, not
the Civil Court.

The court in the case
stated that while the Civil
Court’s jurisdiction could
not be invoked to grant
the third relief, the same
would not prevent the Civil
Court from addressing the
first two reliefs. In other
words, the plaint cannot be
rejected under Order VII
Rule 11(d) of the Civil Pro-
cedure Code, CPC merely
because the third relief is

I P T
barred by law, as long as
the other reliefs remain
within the court’s jurisdic-
tion for adjudication.

The court while con-
sidering the facts and
circumstances of the case
observed that, ‘Even if one
relief survives, the plaint
cannot be rejected under
Order VII, Rule 11 of the
Code of Civil Procedure,
CPC. In the case on hand,
the first and second reliefs
as prayed for are clearly not
barred by Section 34 of the
SARFAESI ACT and are
within the civil court’s ju-
risdiction.

Supreme Court reserves treasurer post
for women in Bengaluru Advocates’
Association; suggests 30% women

reservation in General Council

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in the
case Kavitha H.C. Versus
The State Of Karnataka
And Orsand connected cas-
es observed and has direct-
ed that the post of Treasurer
be exclusively earmarked
for women candidates.

The court in the case stat-
ed that the High-Powered
Committee and the Chief
Returning Officer may
consider desirability of re-
serving atleast 30% of other
Governing Council posts for
women lawyers, to ensure
their adequate representa-
tion.

The bench comprising of
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tice N Kotiswar Singh was
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case
passed the order wherein
the court noted that the con-
cerned Regulations do not
expressly bar reservation
of posts for women lawyers.

The court invoked its
powers under Article 142
of Constitution of India and
has issued directions simi-
lar to those passed in the
case of Delhi High Court
and District Bar Associa-
tions.

The court in its order stat-
ed that:

“This court deem it appro-
priate to invoke our powers
under Article 142 of Consti-
tution of India and direct as
follows -

1.The post of Treasurer
shall be exclusively ear-
marked for women candi-
dates.

2.For this purpose, the
High Powered Committee
and the Chief Returning
Officer shall extend the date
for inviting nominations
and if so required, the date
of election can also be de-
ferred for a few days. How-
ever, such a decision shall be
to the entire discretion of the
HPC and the CRO.

3The High-Powered Com-

mittee and the Chief Return-
ing Officer may also consid-
er desirability of ensuring
adequate representation to
the women advocates in the
Governing Council of Ad-
vocates’ Association Beng-
aluru to ensure that atleast
30% elected members of GC
are women candidates of 10
years or above practice.”
The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Lakshmy Iyengar,
appearing for the petitioner
beseeched the Court toissue
a clarification, as in the case
of Delhi Bar Associations,
that the age criteria (which
requires1O yrs or more ex-
perience) would not be con-
sidered. Pursuant to this,
thus, the bench said that the
directions passed in Delhi

Bar Associations’ case shall
apply mutatis mutandis to
the case of Advocates’ As-
sociation Bengaluru, AAB.

The instant petitions were
filed after the Karnataka
High Court, though sup-
portive of reservation for
women lawyers in the AAB,
took a view that only the
Supreme Court could pass
the relevant order. Thus,
the term Advocates’ Asso-
ciation Bengaluru, AAB’s
Governing Council came
to an end on December 19,
2024 and it remained un-
represented during today’s
proceedings.

Last Year, the court in the
case directed for the reser-
vation of 3 posts for women
lawyers in the (then upcom-
ing) Delhi High Court Bar
Association elections.

The court also directed
that in District Bar Associa-
tions, the post of Treasurer
plus 30% of other Execu-
tive Committee posts shall
stand reserved for women
lawyers (which includes
those already reserved for
women). Recently, the ap-
plication of this order was
extended to Delhi’s NGT
Bar Association, Tax Bar
Association and Sales Tax
Bar Association.

SUPREME COURT ASKS SIT TO PROBE: DID NOIDA AUTHORITIES PAY EXCESS
COMPENSATION TO LANDOWNERS? WHETHER NOIDA LACKS TRANSPARENCY?

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in the
case Virendra Singh Nagar
v. State of Uttar Pradesh
and another constituted
a Special Investigation
Team, SIT to investigate
whether the officers of
the New Okhla Industrial
Development Authority,
NOIDA paid excess land
acquisition compensation
to certain land owners.
The court in the case
asked the SIT to examine
“whether the overall func-
tioning of NOIDA lacks
transparency, fairness and
commitment to the cause
of public interest.”
The bench comprising of
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tice NK Singh was hearing
the present matter.

The bench in the case
passed the order wherein
the court was hearing the
petition filed by a Law
Adviser and Legal Officer
of New Okhla Industrial
Development Authority,
NOIDA seeking anticipa-
tory bail in a corruption
case which was registered
over the allegation that
huge amount of compen-
sation was released in fa-
vour of some land owners
over and above their legal
entitlement.

In September 2023, the
court noticed that it was
not a solitary instance as
there were several other
cases where the compen-
sation released, prima facie,
appeared to be exorbitant,
for extraneous consid-
erations and on quid pro
quo basis. Thus, a Fact

Fake lawyer’s issue: SC says
verification of advocates must
be expedited, seeks BCI report

in 8 weeks

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in
the case Bar Council Of
India Versus Poonam
Ashok Goud observed
and has expressed se-
rious concern over the
delay caused in the veri-
fication of advocates’
law degrees and enrol-
ment by the Bar Coun-
cils.

The bench comprising
of Chief Justice of India,
CJI Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar
and Justice KV Viswa-
nathan was hearing the
present matter.

The bench in the case
was hearing the Bar
Council Of India, BCI.

The bench of Chief
Justice of India, CJI San-
jiv Khanna, while refer-
ring to the long pending
degree verification pro-
cedure opined:

‘It being a very serious
thing. The verification

drive must be expe-
dited. There has to be a
timeline for this.’

The counsel, Senior
Advocate R Balasubra-
manian appearing for
the Bar Council Of In-
dia,

BCI informed the
bench that the verifica-
tion process has to be
carried out state-wise
hence it is taking time.

The bench, while con-
sidering the same di-
rected the Bar Council
of India BCI to file an
updated status report in
8 weeks.

In April 2023, the
bench comprising of
then- Chief Justice of
India, CJI Justice DY
Chandrachud, Justice
PS Narasimha, and
Justice JB Pardiwala
directed the constitu-
tion of a High-Powered
Committee to oversee
the verification of ad-
vocates’ degree certifi-
cates.

_—
Finding Committee was
constituted.

The court recorded dis-
satisfaction with the func-

tioning of the Committee
as it started investigating
cases where compensation
was enhanced by judicial

Centre notifies appointment of 5
judges to High Courts of Rajasthan,
Allahabad and Bombay

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

orders.

The Court in the case
suggested that a Special
Investigation Team is to be

constituted, which consist
of IPS officer from the UP
Cadre but not belonging
to UP.

In October 2024, Garima
Prashad, the Additional
Advocate General, handed
over a list of names of offi-
cers who can be in the SIT.

The Court constituted
the SIT with the following
members :

Shri S.B. Shiradkar, IPS,
Additional General of, IPS,
Additional Director Gener-
al of Police, Zone Lucknow.

Shri Modak Rajesh
D.Rao, IPS, I.G., CBCID,

Shri Hemant Kutiyal, IPS,
presently posted as Com-
mandant, Uttar Pradesh,
Special Range Security
Battalion, Gautam Budh
Nagar, U.P.

Mandate of the SIT

The court directed that

the Special Investigation
Team shall, inter alia, look
into the issues:

1Whether the quantum
of compensation paid to
the land owners was high-
er than they are entitled to
in terms of the judgments
passed by the courts from
time to time;

2.If so, who were the of-
ficers or officials respon-
sible for such exorbitant
payment;

3whether there was any
collusion or connivance
between the beneficiaries
and officers or officials
of New Okhla Industrial
Development Authority,
NOIDA; and

4.whether the overall
functioning of New Okhla
Industrial Development
Authority, NOIDA lacks
transparency, fairness and

commitment to the cause
of public interest.

The SIT will be free to
look into any other allied
issue that may arise for its
consideration during the
course of investigation.

The Court ordered that
the SIT should submit a
report to the Court within
two months.

The court noted, with
regards to the bail appli-
cation of the Legal Officer
noted that he has already
been granted interim pro-
tection and that he has
joined the investigation.

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case clari-
fied that no coercive action
needs to be taken against
landowners or farmers
without the prior permis-
sion of the Court.

Supreme Court imposes Rs 2 lakh
cost on petitioner over repeated bail
applications, asks police to arrest him

The Central Government has notified the appointment
of 5 judges to Rajasthan High Court, Allahabad High
Court and Bombay High Court.

Three judicial officers appointed as judges of Rajas-

than High Court:

Chandra Shekhar Sharma,

Pramil Kumar Mathur and

Chandra Prakash Shrimali

Advocate Praveen Kumar Giri has been elevated as
the judge of Allahabad High Court.

Advocate Pravin Sheshrao Patil has been appointed
as the Additional Judge to the Bombay High Court.

Open Al: Dethi High Court lacks
jurisdiction to hear copyright suit

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Open Al, backed by
Microsoft and creator
of ChatGPT, chal-
lenged Delhi High
Court’s jurisdiction in
a copyright lawsuit by
ANI. Open Al argues
it lacks an Indian pres-
ence and cannot delete

ANT’s data from training modules due to US legal ob-
ligations. The court will the case on January 28, 2025.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in the
case Parteek Arora @ Par-
teek Juneja Versus. State Of
Punjab observed and has
imposed the costs of Rupees
Two Lakhs on a petitioner
who intended ‘to take un-
due advantage of procedural
law’ after he withdrew his
anticipatory bail applica-
tion twice before the High
Court before moving the
Apex Court.

The bench comprising of
Justice JK Maheshwari and
Justice Arvind Kumar was
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case was
hearing the petition filed for
anticipatory bail.

The bench in the case
noted that before the High
Court the accused had
withdrawn his application
on September 30, 2024 on
seeing the disinclination of
the High Court in granting
anticipatory bail.

However, another appli-

cation was filed by the ac-
cused.

The High Court in the case
noted that despite the First
Information Report, FIR
being registered against the
accused on June 25, 2023,
no action had been taken
for more than a year against
the accused.

Further, the High Court
directed the police to file a
status report of the investi-
gation by the next hearing.

The petitioner withdrew
the application again, when
the matter was listed again.

The Supreme Court bench
observed that the petitioner
was trying to take undue ad-

vantage of the law.

The bench imposed a
costs of Two Lakhs on the
accused and has directed
the Police Commissioner of
Amritsar to arrest the peti-
tioner within 3 days.

The court observed that, ‘It
isa fact that even after rejec-
tion of the first bail applica-
tion and the second bail ap-
plication, the petitioner has
not been taken into custody.
Thus, the petitioner intends
to take undue advantage of
procedural law for reasons
best known.’

The court stated that, “This
court is inclined to dismiss
this special leave petition

The bench
comprising

of Fustice JK
Mabeshwari and
Fustice Arvind
Kumarwas bearing
the present matter.

with costs for an amount of
Rs.2,00,000/ (Rupees Two
Lakhs) and the cost need
to be deposited by the peti-
tioner with the Punjab State
Legal Services Authority
and proof thereof be filed
within one week. Ordered
accordingly.’

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case stated
that, ‘This court direct the
Commissioner of Police,
Amrtisar, to arrest the peti-
tioner within three days and
to file an affidavit before the
Registry of this Court on the
fourth day.’
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ororrieny ISRAELI ARMY WITHDRAWAL FROM
LEBANON WILL LAST BEYOND 60 DAYS

The deal’s text says that the withdrawal process “should not exceed 60 days.”

CHINATO CLOSE
3MILLION FOOD
ESTABLISHMENTS

BEIJING: Nearly 3 mil-
lion restaurants, cafes,
and other food service
establishments in China
have closed in the past
year, according to Radio
Free Asia (RFA). A sig-
nificant number of these
closures have been due to
bankruptcies, with even
some of the most popular
restaurant chains shutting
down hundreds of their
locations to cut costs.

In early December,
Zhenghao Da Da, a leading
Taiwanese chicken chain,
went viral on Weibo after
announcing it would close
all of its stores in China,
starting with its flagship
location at Shanghai’s
New World City Plaza
mall, RFA reported.

INDIAN NATIONAL
FOUND DEAD IN
NEPAL

KATHMANDU: An Indian
national was found dead in
awaiting shelterin Nepals
Bara district, a police of-
ficial said on Friday. Rudra
Giri, 42, from Maharash-
tra, was found dead in

the public waiting shelter
located on a hill near the
Churiyamai Temple in
Simara sub-metropolitan
city on Thursday, the
official said. However, the
cause of the death was

yet to be ascertained, the
official said.

CHINAWELCOMES
FOREIGN SECY
MISRI'S VISIT

BEIJING: China on Friday
welcomed Foreign Sec-
retary Vikram Misri's visit
this weekend and sounded
positive about its outcome,
saying the development
followed a series of
interactions between top
leaders and officials from
both countries after over
fouryears of stalled ties
over the Ladakh military
standoff. “We welcome
Foreign Secretary Shri
Vikram Misri’s travel to
China for the meeting of
the Foreign Secretary-
Vice Minister mechanism
between China and India,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Mao Ning
told a media briefing here.
Mao said that last Octo-
ber, President Xi Jinping
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi reached
important common un-
derstandings on improving
and growing bilateral rela-
tions during their meeting
on the sidelines of the
BRICS summit in Kazan.

10 CHINESE
AIRCRAFT
SPOTTED: TAIWAN

TAIPEI : Taiwan’s
Ministry of National
Defence (MND) has
detected 10 Chinese
aircraft and 7 naval
vessels around the
island as of 6am
(UTC+8) on Friday.
Among them, 9 aircraft
crossed the median line
and entered Taiwan's
southwestern Air
Defense Identification
Zone (ADIZ). Sharing a
post on X, MND wrote,
“10 PLA aircraft and 7
PLAN vessels operating
around Taiwan were
detected up until 6

a.m. [UTC+8] today. 9

of the aircraft crossed
the median line and
entered Taiwan's
southwestern ADIZ.

We have monitored the
situation and responded

accordingly.”

AGENCIES
TEL AVIV

he Israeli army’s
withdrawal from
southern Lebanon

will last beyond 60 days
because the ceasefire agree-
ment has not yet been fully
enforced by Lebanon, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s office said on Friday.

In the first public con-
firmation of such a delay,
following weeks of specu-
lation, Netanyahu'’s office
says in a statement that “the
IDF’s withdrawal process is
conditional on the Lebanese
Army deploying in south-
ern Lebanon and fully and
effectively enforcing the
agreement, while Hezbol-
lah withdraws beyond the
Litani.”

Netanyahu says that since
Lebanon “has not yet fully
enforced” its obligations
under the ceasefire, “the
phased withdrawal process
will continue, in full coor-
dination with the United
States.” The original 60-day
deadline was slated for Sun-
day, January 26.

The prime minister says
that the terms of the deal
were worded “with the

THE DELAY

A car drives past damaged buildings in Nagoura, near the border with Israel, southern
Lebanon, January 23, 2025. File Photo

B Thelsraeliarmy’s withdrawal from southern Lebanon will extend beyond the

initial 60-day deadline.

Delay attributed to Lebanon not fully enforcing the ceasefire agreement.
Netanyahu states the IDF withdrawal is conditional on:

Lebanese Army deploying in southern Lebanon.
Hezbollah retreating beyond the Litani River.
Original deadline was January 26, but the process will continue in coordination

with the U.S.

B The ceasefire agreement allowed for extensions beyond 60 days.
B |DF remains in eastern sector villages; Lebanese Army deployed in western

sector.

B |sraeli military preparing for possible renewed hostilities with Hezbollah.
B Hezbollah has warned against IDF staying beyond the deadline.

understanding that the
withdrawal process may
continue beyond 60 days.
The deal’s text says that the
withdrawal process “should
not exceed 60 days.”The
IDF is currently deployed
to several villages in south-

ern Lebanon, mostly in the
eastern sector. The Leba-
nese Armed Forces have
deployed to villages in the
western sector in recent
weeks as the IDF has with-
drawn.

The Israeli military is pre-

Families of hostages urge full implementation
of release deal as tensions rise in Israel

/

AGENCIES
TEL AVIV

Tensions are rising in Israel
as the names of four hostag-
es, set to be released on Sat-
urday as part of the second
phase of the hostage release
agreement, are expected to
be revealed tonight.

In the meantime, repre-
sentatives from the Hos-
tages and Missing Families
Forum are holding a press
conference in Tel Aviv’s
Hostages Square, urging
Prime Minister Netanyahu
to ensure the full imple-
mentation of the agreement
with Hamas until the last
hostage is returned.

Ayelet Samerano, mother
of Yonatan Samerano, 21,
who was kidnapped from
the Nova Music Festival on
October 7, 2023, and has
since been held in Gaza,
spoke at the press confer-
ence about the ongoing
struggle.

“We started Sunday
morning with news about
Oron Shaul. After more
than 10 years, Oron’s
mother closes a circle. That
same Sunday, while we're
processing this incredible
closure, Romi, Emily, and
Doron returned -- those
moments when they run
to their mothers are what
I and other families have
been dreaming and imag-
ining for 16 months,” she
shared.

“I call from here to the
Prime Minister and nego-
tiating team -- you're doing
excellent work -- but please,
do whatever is necessary to
bring everyone back, to the
last hostage. We ask you
to ensure phase two of the
deal is agreed upon before
finishing the current phase.
We cannot continue living
inuncertainty. All hostages
must return, and none of
them has time left,” Samer-
ano implored.

paring for the possibility
of renewed hostilities with
Hezbollah. The Iran-backed
terror group warned yester-
day that it would not accept
the IDF staying in southern
Lebanon beyond the 60 day
limit.

Palestinian Islamic
Jihad terrorists
killed after 4-hour
shootout

AGENCIES
JERUSALEM

Two Palestinian Islamic Jihad
terrorists responsible for dead-
ly shooting attack were killed
during an ongoing counterter-
ror operation in Burgin, near
Jenin, the Israel Defense Forces
said on Thursday morning.

Muhammad Nazal and Ka-
tiba Shelbi were killed during
afour-hour exchange of gunfire
after barricading themselves
inside a building.

Nazal and Shelbi were in-
volved in a Jan. 6 shooting at-
tack near Kedumim in which
a police officer and two retired
teachers were killed. Hamas
initially claimed responsibility
for that attack.

The IDF said additional sus-
pects who linked to the shoot-
ing spree were also detained for
questioning.

UNHRC praises human rights situation in Kazakhstan

AGENCIES
ASTANA

The Fourth Report of Kazakh-
stan on the fulfilment of hu-
man rights obligations and rec-
ommendations of the previous
review was considered during
the 48th session of the Work-
ing Group of the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council’s
Universal Periodic Review, the
Embassy of Kazakhstan noted.

The delegation of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan consisted of
senior officials of nine main
state bodies that directly imple-
ment state policy and monitor
the fulfilment of the state’s hu-
man rights obligations, as well
as members of the Majilis of the

Parliament of the Republic of
Kazakhstan.

As per the Embassy of Ka-
zakhstan, more than 100 UN
Member States delegations
participated in the review. It
demonstrated a genuine inter-
estinan open and constructive
dialogue with the country. The
event was held in the format of
an interactive discussion, dur-
ing which UN Member States
raised questions, and made
comments and recommenda-
tions for further improvement
of the country’s human rights
system. Kazakhstan’s official
delegation, led by Minister of
Justice Yerlan Sarsembayev,
addressed the UN Human
Rights Council on a wide range

of issues, focusing on the com-
prehensive reforms undertak-
en by President of the Republic
of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev, in the field of human
rights and the rule of law, key
legal initiatives on the elimi-
nation of torture and ill-treat-
ment, peaceful assembly and
freedom of association, ensur-
ing the work of mass media
and expanding the rights of
journalists, combating human
trafficking and domestic vio-
lence, the Embassy observed.
In addition, the members of
the delegation provided com-
prehensive information to
questions raised by UN Mem-
ber States, enriching the dia-
logue and sharing good prac-

tices on human rights issues.

In his address to the Coun-
cil, Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan Roman Vassilenko
shared the country’s experi-
ence in cooperating with the
Office of the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights,
Special Procedures of the
Human Rights Council and
UN treaty bodies. In particu-
lar, attention was drawn to
the inter-agency mechanism
established by the Decree of
the President of the Republic
of Kazakhstan to consider in-
quiries from UN special rap-
porteurs and treaty bodies on
individual communications,
the Embassy noted.

Residents leave homes in Jenin as
Israeli West Bank raid continues

AGENCIES
TEL AVIV

Hundreds of civilians be-
gan leaving their homes in
the Israeli-occupied West
Bank on Thursday as Israeli
forces continued military ac-
tion around the city of Jenin,
according to Palestinian of-
ficials.

“Hundreds of camp resi-
dents have begun leaving
after the Israeli army, using
loudspeakers on drones and
military vehicles, ordered
them to evacuate the camp,”
Jenin Governor Kamal Abu
al-Rub told the AFP news
agency, referring to a refu-
gee camp adjacent to the city.

“There are dozens of camp
residents who have begun to
leave,” Jenin resident Salim
Saadi told AFP. “The army
isin front of my house. They
could enter at any moment.”

ISRAEL PURPOSE IN
WEST BANK

Earlier this week, Israel
launched a raid in the Jenin
area, which it says is a hot-
bed of Iranian-supported
Palestinian militant activity.
The operation started days
into a ceasefire in its war
with Hamas in the Gaza
Strip.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said the West
Bank operation, codenamed
“Iron Wall,” aimed to “eradi-

=" = -,

Aview of the southern part of the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, and the concrete barrier wall separating Israel and
the West Bank, as seen from near Kibbutz Lahav in southern
Israel, January 23, 2025. Agency

cate terrorism” in the area,
especially in the refugee
camp neighboring Jenin.

Now in its fourth day, the
military operation has so far
claimed the lives of at least 12
Palestinians and injured 40
more, according to the Pal-
estinian Health Ministry,
which doesn’t distinguish
between civilians and mili-
tants in its figures.

The Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) said on Thursday that
its troops had killed two
members of the Palestinian
militant group Islamic Jihad
overnight, accusing them
of involvement in a bus at-
tack on January 6 that killed
three Israelis and injured six
more.

However, the al-Qassam
Brigades, the military wing
of Hamas, said the two men
were members of Hamas,
which has also claimed re-

sponsibility for the bus at-
tack.

“After an exchange of fire,
they were eliminated,” read
an IDF statement, adding
that one Israeli soldier was
also wounded. But they in-
sisted they had not asked
residents to evacuate the
area.

ISRAEL: NO EVACUA-
TION ORDER

“We emphasize that, in
order to maintain the safety
of residents in the area, the
IDF is enabling any resident
who chooses to exit from the
area to do so via secure and
organized routes,” an IDF
statement to AFP read.

Hundreds of people left
their homes in the camp,
dragging suitcases or carry-
ing plastic bags of their be-
longings after they said they
heard messages to evacuate.

Saudi: $600 billion package with US

AGENCIES
DAVOS

Saudi Economy Minister
Faisal Alibrahim said on
Friday that the $600 bil-
lion of expanded investment
and trade with the United
States mentioned by Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman includes invest-
ments as well as procure-
ment from the public and
private sectors.

The state news agency
said on Thursday that the
crown prince had affirmed
the kingdom’s intention to
broaden its investments and
trade with the United States
over the next four years in
the amount of $600 billion
and potentially beyond that.

Saudi Arabia’s Minister
of Economy and Planning
revealed that the kingdom
has agreed on a $600 billion
package with the United
States, encompassing in-
vestments and procurement.
This deal highlights deepen-

Saudi Arabia’s Minister

of Economy and Planning
Faisal Alibrahim attends the
55th annual World Economic
Forum (WEF) meeting in
Davos, Switzerland, January
24,2025. Agency

ing economic ties between
the two nations and reflects
Saudi Arabia’s ongoing ef-
forts to diversify its econo-
my beyond oil dependence
under Vision 2030.

The package includes
significant investments in
sectors such as renewable
energy, technology, and in-
frastructure. These sectors
are pivotal to Saudi Arabia’s
strategic goals, particu-

Hungary, Israel slam ICC over
warrants for Israeli leaders

AGENCIES
TEL AVIV

Israeli Foreign Minister Gide-
on Saar slammed the Interna-
tional Criminal Court during
a joint media appearance in
Budapest with his Hungar-
ian counterpart, Peter Szerto
on Thursday.

“The politically corrupt In-
ternational Criminal Court
in The Hague has chosen, in
an unprecedented manner, to
act against a democratic state
that is the most attacked and
threatened in the world,” said
Sa’ar. “This is an attack on Is-
rael’s right to defend itself.”

Szerto backed Israel’s po-

sition against the ICC’s is-
suance of arrest warrants
targeting Israeli leaders,
including Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
former Defense Minister
Yoav Galant.

The meeting touched on the
specific case of Omri Miran,
an Israeli-Hungarian citizen
held hostage in Gaza, whose
release is expected in the sec-
ond phase of a ceasefire with
Hamas. Saar thanked Szerto
for Hungary’s support in se-
curing Miran’s release.

Miran, now 47, was taken
captive on October 7 from
Kibbutz Nahal Oz.

‘Big worry for India as Bangladesh army surrenders before Pakistan’

AGENCIES
DHAKA

In a major development
that will undoubtedly fur-
ther deteriorate the already
strained India-Bangladesh
relations, Dhaka’s Muham-
mad Yunus-led interim
government has thrown
open its door for Pakistan,
expanding trade as well as
military cooperation with
Islamabad.

The rapid policy shift in

Bangladesh has stunned
experts, who are shocked by
how Bangladesh and Paki-
stan, once bitter enemies,
have rapidly moved closer
on several fronts, almost
immediately after the fall of
the Sheikh Hasina regime in
August last year.

Top military officials from
Pakistan and Bangladesh
exchanged reciprocal visits
to the each other’s respective
countries within a span of

Bangladesh is attempting to increase affinity with Pakistan. File Photo

less than a week, with a six-
member Bangladeshi del-

egation led by Bangladesh
Army’s principal staff officer

(PSO) of Armed Forces Di-
vision, Lt General SM Kam-
rul Hassan, embarking on a
4-day visit to Pakistan from
January 13-18, where they
reportedly met Islamabad’s
top military leadership in
Rawalpindi, including Pak-
istan Army chief General
Asim Munir.

Barely a week later, a del-
egation of senior officials
of the Pakistan Army and
Inter-Services Intelligence

(ISI)-- Islamabad’s infa-
mous spy agency-- arrived in
Dhaka on a four-day visit on
January 21. The four-mem-
ber delegation, reportedly
headed by ISI chief Lt Gen
Muhammad Asim Malik,
also includes Major Gen-
eral Alam Amir Awan, and
Major General Shahid Amir
Afsar-- IST’s chief of analysis
who previously served as
Pakistan’s defence attache
in Beijing.

larly in transitioning to a
knowledge-based economy
and developing its indus-
trial base. Additionally, the
procurement component
of the agreement focuses
on defense, advanced tech-
nologies, and critical sup-
ply chains, ensuring mutual
benefits for both Saudi Ara-
bia and the U.S.

The minister emphasized
that the agreement aligns
with Saudi Arabia’s global
partnership approach, aim-
ing to leverage expertise and
technology from leading na-
tions to foster local growth.
The U.S., in turn, views this
package as an opportunity
to strengthen its geopolitical
and economic ties with the
Gulf region., particularly at
a time when global energy
markets are undergoing sig-
nificant shifts While specifics
on timelines and project de-
tails are yet to be disclosed,
this package underscores
the importance of bilateral
economic cooperation.

7 Nepal nationals
killed in Jalgaon
trainaccident

AGENCIES
KATHMANDU

Nepal’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs on Friday
confirmed seven Nepali
nationals among the 12
killed in the Jalgaon train
accident in Maharashtra.

Issuing a press release,
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs confirmed the
death of 3 females and 4
males in the train mishap
of Wednesday evening.

Majority of the deceased
are from Nepal’s Accham
District (4) who are iden-
tified as Himu Nandaram
Bishwokarma (11), Nan-
daram Padma Bishwo-
karma (44), Maisara Kami
Bishwokarma (42) and
Kama Kami (60). Kamala
Nabin Bhandari (43) and
Lachiram Pasi (40) from
Kailali and Radheshyam
Radh (32) from Banke are
confirmed amongst the ca-
sualties.

Some passengers of the
Pushpak Express--which
was bound for Mumbai
from Lucknow--jumped
off the train after an alarm
chain-pulling incident.
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A lorry overturned on the northbound A19 during strong winds in County Durham, England. SOURCE: OWEN HUMPHREYS

Russia repelled massive Ukrainian
drone attack on 13 regions

AGENCIES
MOSCOW

Russia announced on Fri-
day that its air defenses
destroyed 121 Ukrainian
drones across 13 regions in
a significant escalation of
the drone warfare between
the two nations. According
to the Russian Ministry of
Defense, the drones target-
ed key locations, but were
intercepted before causing
major damage. The attacks
spanned a wide area, un-
derscoring the increasing
use of drones in the ongoing
conflict.

Moscow Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin confirmed that
air defenses intercepted
four drones targeting the

A fire-burns following reporfs of an air att;ck across the
country, in Bryansk, Bryansk Region, Russia in this still
images obtained from social media video released January

24,2025. Agency

capital, preventing any se-
rious impact. However, the
attacks temporarily dis-
rupted civilian life, leading
to the brief closure of major
airports in Moscow;, includ-
ing Sheremetyevo, Domod-
edovo, and Vnukovo. Flight
schedules were disrupted as

authorities ensured the air-
space was clear. Operations
resumed after safety mea-
sures were implemented.
Ukraine, for its part, stated
that Russia conducted its
own overnight drone at-
tack, targeting Ukrainian
infrastructure.

US Senate confirms John
Ratcliffe as CIA Director

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

John Ratcliffe has been
confirmed to lead the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency
(CIA) after the Senate con-
firmed his appointment.
Notably, this is the sec-
ond major appoint-
ment under the second
Trump administration
after Marco Rubio was ap-
pointed the US Secretary
of State, earlier this week.
Confirming the news, the
‘White House shared a post
on X and wrote, «@JohnRat-
cliffe <s confirmation as Di-
rector of the CIA marks a
significant step in advancing

President Trump»s vision to
restore Americass strength
on the world stage.»

A total of 74 senators voted
in favour of Ratcliffe, while
25 voted against him. One
senator did not cast a vote.
To confirm the nomination,
only a simple majority was
needed, but the result wit-
nessed a good difference of
49 votes.

This vote took place
during the first session
of the 119th Congress.
Notably, John Ratcliffe
previously served as the
Director of National Intel-
ligence from May 2020
until January 2021, mak-
ing him the first person to

ever serve as both Director
of the CIA and Director
of National Intelligence,
the White House stated.
As DNI director, Ratcliffe
led a shift in the US Intelli-
gence Community»s priori-
ties to gain a decisive stra-
tegic advantage over the
Peopless Republic of China
and provided oversight of
numerous operations to re-
move designated terrorist
leaders from the battlefield.
Director Ratcliffe also made
the historic decision to ele-
vate space to a priority intel-
ligence domain by adding the
US Space Force as the 18th
member of the US Intelli-
gence Community.

UsS
lawmakers
push bill

to revoke
China’s trade
privileges

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

A bipartisan pair of US
House lawmakers have
introduced a bill aimed at
revoking China’s Perma-
nent Normal Trade Rela-
tions (PNTR) status.

The legislation intro-
duced on Thursday builds
on prior Republican efforts
to repeal Beijing’s prefer-
ential trade status, reflect-
ing ongoing concerns over
China’s trade practices,
The Hill reported.

The bill seeks to address
criticisms of Chinass trade
policies and aims to im-
pose more economic costs
on China.

It would make a sig-
nificant shift in US trade
policy, particularly
with respect to Chinass
manufacturing prac-
tices, which are seen as
detrimental to Ameri-
can jobs and industries.
The legislation comes
amid broader US efforts
under both Trump and
Biden administrations to
increase tariffs on Chinese
imports.

This move is also in line
with previous actions tak-
en to hold China account-
able for what many see as
unfair trade practices and
a challenge to fair compe-
tition.

JUDGE BLOCKS TRUMP’S EXECUTIVE ORDER
STOPPING BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP

TheJudge granted an emergency request to halt the executive order

for next 14 days while the legal challenge continues.

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

HIGHLY UNCONSTITUTIONAL

federal judge ruled
Thursday that
resident Donald

Trump’s executive order to
end birthright citizenship
is “blatantly unconstitu-
tional” and issued a tem-
porary restraining order to
block the policy from tak-
ing effect, CNN reported.
Judge John Coughenour, a
Ronald Reagan appointee
based in Seattle, granted
an emergency request from
Washington State Attorney
General Nick Brown and
three other Democratic-led
states to halt the executive or-
der for the next 14 days while
thelegal challenge continues.
“I have been on the bench
for over four decades. I
can’t remember another
case whether the ques-
tion presented was as
clear,” Coughenour said.
“Where were the lawyers”
when the decision to sign
the executive order was
made, the judge asked. He
said that it “boggled” his
mind that a member of
the bar would claim the
order was constitutional.
Notably, the Democratic-led
states are seeking a tempo-
rary restraining order, as
they argue that Trump’s
executive order is a blatant
violation of the Constitution’s
14th Amendment, which
guarantees citizenship to all
children born on US soiland
subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, as reported by CNN.
Lane Polozola, an attor-
ney representing the state

Washington Attorney General Nick Brown during a press meet in US. Agency

B Afederal judge ruled Trump’s execu-
tive order ending birthright citizen-
ship “blatantly unconstitutional.”

B Temporary restraining order issued to
block the policy for 14 days.

B Judge John Coughenour criticized the
executive order, questioning its legal

basis.

B Democratic-led states argue the

B States claim the policy harms new-
borns and burdens state programs.

B Trump administration argues “subject
to the jurisdiction thereof” excludes
children of undocumented or non-
permanent residents.

H DOJ attorney Brett Shumate request-

ed more time for briefing, warning

order violates the 14th Amendment.

of Washington, told the
judge that “births can-
not be paused” while the
court reviews the case.
“Babies are being born
today here, and in the
plaintiff states and around
the country, with a cloud
cast over their citizen-
ship,” Polozola said.
He warned that children who
are denied citizenship under
Trump’s executive order
would face “long-term sub-
stantial negative impacts.”
Polozola further argued
that the Trump administra-
tion had not only ignored
these potential harms in
its filings but that the harm

“appears to be the pur-
pose” of the order itself.
In addition to the impact on
individuals, Washington
and other states argue that
ending birthright citizenship
would place a financial and
logistical burden on state
programs, as these children
would no longer be eligible
for federal benefits that they
would typically receive as US
citizens, as reported by CNN.
In defence, the Trump ad-
ministration argues that
the clause “subject to the
jurisdiction thereof” al-
lows the president to ex-
clude children of undocu-
mented immigrants, as

‘Canada is not for sale’

AGENCIES
TORONTO

The weeks since Liam
Mooney and Emma Co-
chrane dreamt up a viral
hat meant to fend off any
notion that Canada will be
taken over by the U.S. has
been more of a crash course
in manufacturing than in
politics.

The pair of Ottawa-based
marketers behind the “Can-
adais not for sale” hats made
famous by Ontario Premier
Doug Ford last week say
they’ve realized how dif-
ficult it is to produce a ball
cap fully made in Canada.

“Imagine you're a snake
and you’re trying to con-
sume a giant bowling ball.
That’s what we’ve been
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Hats with slogan Canada is not for sale is getting viral these

days. Agency

experiencing here,” said
Mooney, co-founder of busi-
ness consultancy Jackpine
Dynamic Branding.

Over the last few weeks,
the duo approached several
players in the apparel sec-
tor to help them and mostly
heard the same refrain: they
don’t manufacture hats fully
in Canada because the cost
is so high and the demand

isn’t there.

Mooney and Cochrane
have since found some hats
completely made in the
country but haven’t settled
on a long-term solution, so
they are mostly relying on
ball caps imported from
Vietnam, Bangladesh and
China and toques from the
U.S., which then get embroi-
dered in Canada.

against “snap judgment.”

well as children of parents
who are legally present
but lack permanent status.
Justice Department attorney
Brett Shumate urged the
judge to hold off on issuing
an emergency order block-
ing the policy until there was
more briefing on the policy.
“I understand your con-
cerns,” Shumate said,
but he urged the court
against making “a snap
judgment on the merits.”
Shumate noted that the other
cases challenging the execu-
tive order were moving on a
slower timeline and argued
that “imminent harm” was
threatening the states.

The difficulty in making
apparel or accessories com-
pletely in Canada stems
from years of blows to the
country’s textile industry,
which lost much of the
clothing manufacturing
capacity it developed in the
19th century as industri-
alists migrated to Canada
and took advantage of the
introduction of the sewing
machine.

“They started the apparel
industry in Canada in large
cities, so Toronto, Montreal,
Winnipeg ... but what hap-
pened by the 1980s was
these industries started to
go overseas,” said Henry
Navarro Delgado, an asso-
ciate professor of fashion at
Toronto Metropolitan Uni-
versity.

TRUMP 2.0 BEGINS; A WAVE OF HIS EXECUTIVE ORDERS LEAVES THE WORLD IN WONDER

This week, Donald Trump
was inaugurated for a sec-
ond term as President of
the US. The ceremony saw
the attendance of numerous
international leaders, tech-
nology executives, and ce-
lebrities, including Indiass
external affairs minister.
Due to adverse weather
conditions, the event was
held indoors at the US
Capitol, marking the first
indoor inauguration since
Ronald Reagan>s in 1985.
Following the ceremony,
Trump delivered an exten-
sive and unconventional
speech that emphasized his
domestic priorities and re-
lated foreign policy. He an-
nounced a significant deci-
sion to secure the Southern
borders to address illegal
immigration from Mexico
and also stated that the US
had entrusted the manage-
ment of the Panama Canal
to Panama, not to China,
which provoked strong re-

actions from Panama and
other countries. Trump
also took the opportunity
to criticize the previous ad-
ministration, proclaiming
that a «golden era» for the
US began with his inaugu-
ration. His demeanour and
remarks indicated a readi-
ness to swiftly implement
critical decisions, which he
did the very next day. Con-
trary to expectations for a
more measured approach,
Trump reignited debates
with announcements such
as the withdrawal of the
US from the Paris Agree-
ment and the World Health
Organization.

As expected though, he
has enacted a series of ex-
ecutive orders aimed at
overturning the policies
established by the Biden
administration while ad-
vancing his own agenda.
In his address itself, he
proclaimed a National
Emergency Declaration

WORLD RECAP

ANSHU JOSH|

concerning the Southern
Border. This declaration
was made to tackle what
he characterizes as a crisis
at the US-Mexico border,
which facilitates military
deployment and empha-
sizes the enforcement of
immigration laws. He has
also directed that Drug
Cartels be classified as Ter-
rorist Organizations, a mea-
sure that aims to bolster law
enforcement>s capacity
to tackle drug trafficking.
This was a commitment he
made during his electoral
campaign, so the decision
did not come as a surprise
to anyone.Nevertheless, his
other orders have caused
considerable concern
among many nations as

well as organisations.
Trump declared the US’
exit from WHO, express-
ing dissatisfaction with its
management of interna-
tional health emergencies
and perceived partiality
towards the US. This deci-
sion has sparked concerns
regarding the potential im-
pact on global health col-
laboration and the ability
to effectively address future
pandemics. Trump has also
enacted an executive order
that formally commenced
the US withdrawal from
Paris agreement. He con-
demned the accord for
placing disproportionate
economic strains on the
US and sought to reduce
financial commitments to

overseas climate projects.
However, this decision will
undoubtedly influence
global cooperation and col-
laboration aimed at achiev-
ing the prioritized goal of
mitigating climate change.
As indicated by Rubio
last week, Trump has also
declared a cessation of for-
eign aid, implementing a
90-day pause on US foreign
aid programs for evalua-
tion, which has raised con-
cerns among international
partners and humanitar-
ian organisations that de-
pend on American sup-
port. Additionally, he has
issued a significant order
that reverses many poli-
cies concerning immigra-
tion, climate change, and
racial equity that were put
in place by the previous ad-
ministration. He has also
proposed the termination
of Birthright Citizenship,
aiming to remove the auto-
matic citizenship granted

to children born in the
US to undocumented im-
migrants, a move likely to
encounter legal challenges
due toits potential violation
of the 14th Amendment.
Furthermore, he has rein-
stated capital punishment
at the federal level, instruct-
ing the Attorney General to
seek death penalties for se-
rious offenses. The suspen-
sion of refugee admissions
has also been announced,
temporarily blocking the
entry of refugees into the
US.

The enforcement of the
TikTok ban has also been
postponed by Trump, who
signed an order granting a
75-day grace period for the
app»>s parent company to
pursue divestiture, thereby
temporarily suspending
the federal prohibition on
the application. Additional-
ly, Trump granted pardons
to around 1,500 individu-
als connected to the Janu-

ary 6 Capitol riots, leaving
many in shock. Further-
more, Trump has enacted
an executive order that
officially recognizes only
male and female genders
within federal policies and
programs, reversing earlier
policies that acknowledged
a broader range of gender
identities.

Easingthe concerns re-
garding his critical stance
on the H-1B visa program,
Trump conveyed his en-
dorsement of the program
during a news conference
at the White House this
week. He underscored the
significance of attracting
talented individuals to the
US, pointing out the high
demand for skilled pro-
fessionals across multiple
industries, particularly in
technology.

Trump also made re-
marks concerning the
neutrality of the South
China Sea and the resolu-

tion of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. He has cautioned
Putin to either bring the
war to a close or face po-
tential sanctions from the
US. It will be intriguing to
observe Putinss reaction,
especially since he previ-
ously congratulated Trump
on his electoral victory.

I hope Trump remains
committed to his promises
of fostering global peace
and stability and helping
in putting an end to con-
flicts, as he pledged during
his campaign. My perspec-
tive on him is nuanced
rather than binary; I view
him through a grey lens.
It is important to remem-
ber that at his core, he is a
businessman. Therefore,
despite some concerning
decisions, I maintain a
sense of optimism that the
US will strive towards the
Indian principle of ‘Sarve
Bhavantu Sukhinah’during
Trump’s administration.
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RAMAYANA: THE LEGEND OF
PRINCE RAMA

PRAVEEN NAGDA

Ramayan is the classic story
we all have grown up with,
hearing it from our parents,
grandparents, teachers,
and several theatrical and
cinematic presentations.
Cinema, particularly ani-
mation, is probably the most
dramatic way to tell this
thousands-year-old story.

In this 4K release, and the
first time in the theatres in
India, Ramayana: The Leg-
end of Prince Rama comes
as a re-mastered version
and is available in English,
Hindi, Tamil, and Telugu.
Interestingly, it’s a 30-year-
old Indo-Japanese co-pro-
duction is now being re-
leased in theatres. The film
was produced by Yugo Sako
in 1992 and was premiered
in IFF11993.

Directed by the legendary
Ram Mohan, also known
as the father of Indian ani-
mation, along with Koichi
Sasaki the film is a superb
experience of watching a
well-made animation film.
The film has excellent ani-
mation in several sequences
in terms of movement, and
expression of characters in-
dividually or as a mob.

Unlike live-action films
where visuals create a re-
alistic association, in ani-
mation the sound or voice
delivery plays a great role
along with the comic visu-
als combined with special
effects.

Narration through the
film and dialogues from all
characters are as impactful
as ever coming from noted

artists like Yudhvir Dahiya,
MYV. Satyanarayana, Sonal
Kaushal, Nikhil Kapoor,
and Cyrus Broacha among
others.

What'’s interesting to note
is that this film combines
the animation styles of both
India and Japan beautifully.
On one hand, you will see
master-crafted characters,
nature, and animals and
you will relate with being
Indian. On another hand,
you will see demons in bat
forms and dinosaur-like,
and the battleships have a
fantastic Japanese touch to
them.

The film with the music
by Vanraj Bhatia has many
beautifully sung numbers
including pure Sanskrit
shlokas, and Avadhi
recitations apart from
Hindi. The music binds the
visuals and dialogues very
well and creates a beautiful
wave of emotions many
times in many sequences in
the film.

The animated characters
are very lively, their expres-
sions are noteworthy, the
use of colours is vibrant,
and the presentation is vivid
standing the test of time of-
fering a big screen experi-
ence. The film is distributed
across India by Geek Pic-
tures India, AA Films, and
Excel Entertainment.

It’s good to watch with
family this weekend to ex-
perience the grand old tale
of Ramayana again.
Praveen Nagda is Festival
Director of KidzCINEMA
and CultureCinema Film
Festivals

RAKESH ROSHAN SAD ON HIS
FATHERS NEGLECTED LEGACY

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Actor-filmmaker Rakesh
Roshan says docu-series
“The Roshans” was fuelled
by his desire to highlight
the achievements of his fa-
ther, late composer Roshan
Lal Nagrath, after he noticed
that these songs were miss-
ing from many music com-
pilations.

"The Roshans, currently
streaming on Netflix, cel-
ebrates the enduring legacy
of composer Roshan, who
worked with iconic sing-
ers like Mohammad Rafi,
Mukesh, and Talat Mah-
mood. The series also high-
lights the contributions of
his family members -- his
sons, Rakesh and Rajesh,
and his grandson, Hrithik
-- to the film industry.

It was seven years ago
when Rakesh found an old
transistor, which had old
songs of many renowned
musicians.

“There were 5,000 to
10,000 songs, songs of all
music directors and ac-
tors. I thought of listening
to my father’s songs but I
couldn’t find any of him. I

was amazed that there were
names of all the music direc-
tors but not of my father.

“Ifelt very sad that he had
done such great work (but
it was missing...). I was feel-
ing restless and disturbed,”
the filmmaker told PTTinan
interview.

Later, he met Shashi Ran-
jan, the director of the docu-
series, at an event.

“He was singing my fa-
ther’s old songs, and I was
surprised that he knew
songs of my father. I told
him, ‘Why don’t you make a
documentary on him?’ But
he suggested that we make
a documentary series on all
the other three Roshans -
Rajesh, Hrithik and myself.
So it becomes a wholesome
package for the audience to
learn about our contribu-
tion to the film industry,”
he said.

Unlike his musician father,
who died in 1967, Rakesh
started his journey in Indian
cinema as an assistant direc-
tor and later made his debut
as an actor in the 1970 film
“Ghar Ghar Ki Kahani”.

“Back then, I didn’t know
what was happening
around me.

PICTURE PERFECT

Bollywood Actress
Bhumi Pednekar in
her latest photoshoot
inblack revealing
dress in Mumbai.
Source: Instagram
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ALL MAY NOT BE WELL, YET SEPARATION NOT

ON

RASHEED KIDWAI

Bollywood rumour mills
continue to churn a heavy
dose on Aishwariya Raiand
Abhishek Bachchan ties
in the wake of Instagram
posts. Ash’s Instagram
posts these days have a lot
of pictures with her mother
Brinda Rai and daughter
Aradhya. One picture has
Aishwarya bowing in front
of a picture of her father.

Pics of Amitabh and Ab-
hishek feature with Arad-
hya only, and none of moth-
er-in law Jaya Bachchan or
sister-in law Shweta Bach-
chan Nanda.

Family sources said Aish-
warya is likely to follow the
footsteps of some leading
Bollywood actresses. For
instance, what Babita did
in the Kapoor family and
Karishma and Kareena;
make a career for herself
and at the appropriate
time introduce Aradhya

into films. At this stage, it
is clear whether the grand-
parents i.e. Amitabh and
Jaya Bachchan are excited
about Aradhya, currently
barely 14, taking up the
family profession of acting.

Babita, married to
Randhir Kapoor often lived
in separate homes for sev-
eral years, even though they
are still legally married and
had no intention of divorc-
ing. The couple is said to
have reunited in 2007.

Friends of Bachchans say
Ash-Abhi who were liv-
ing in another house be-
hind Jalsa in Mumbai are
no longer there. If these
insiders are to be believed,
Ashwariya left the house
with Aradhya and moved
in with her mother Brinda
Rai. Whether this is a tem-
porary arrangement or
longer plan is a matter of
intense speculation.

In the absence of any de-
nial or confirmation, sourc-

AISHWARYA'S AGENDA

es in Bollywood claim that
Ash-Abhi relationship is
facing some hiccups. There
is talk of constant interfer-
ence in Ash-Abhi marriage
by some female protago-
nists that borders on bully-
ing, humiliation and intim-
idation. On a wider canvas,
influential Bollywood char-
acters are supposedly stok-
ing fire and taking sides.
Name of a superstar’s wife
who had been suspecting
her husband of having af-
fairs with two most popu-
lar actresses, is cited as a
spoiler.

Apparently, fertility is-
sues, or a quest for a male
child is reportedly adding
to the stress. Once again,
there is stoic silence from
all concerned.

In July 2024, when Ab-
hishek Bachchan had
‘liked’ an Instagram post
about divorce, Bollywood
and Delhi social, political
circles had gone into a tizzy,

speculating if everything
between Bachchan junior
and Aishwarya Rai were
not fine.

However, informed
sources insist that separa-
tion is not on Aishwarya’s
agenda. The highly accom-
plished actress that she is,
Aishwarya is understand-
ably very close to her own
family and any amount of
one - upmanship has not
impacted her.

It is worth noting that
both Jaya Bachchan, nee
Bhaduri and Ashwariya
Rai had a flourishing act-
ing career when marriage
drastically altered their
lives. It is therefore sad that
societal pressure and other
factors have brought them
to a comparable experi-
ence.

Bachchan’s daughter
Shweta had moved to
Mumbai years ago and is
reportedly living in Pra-
teeksha with her children. .

FILM "MICKEY 17° STARRING ROBERT

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

The much-awaited trailer
for 'Mickey 17", directed by
Oscar-winning filmmaker
Bong Joon-ho, has been re-
leased, giving fans a hint at
the thrilling sci-fiadventure.

The film stars Robert
Pattinson in the lead role,
alongside Steven Yeun,
Mark Ruffalo, Toni Collette,
and Naomi Ackie.

The trailer shows Mickey
Barnes, played by Pattin-
son, who applies for a mys-
terious job without reading
the fine print. The position
is that of an "expendable,"
a role that demands the
ultimate sacrifice--dying
repeatedly to help save hu-
manity.

The movie is based on Ed-
ward Ashton's 2022 novel
Mickey?7. The book has been

adapted for the big screen
by Bong Joon-ho, the ac-
claimed director of Parasite.

Meanwhile, Robert Pat-
tinson recently shared that
he began to worry about
cinema after the COVID-19

B\t

pandemic and the strikes, as
people started saying that
cinema is dying.

"The last few years for the
film industry, starting with
Covid and then the strikes,
everyone was constantly

saying cinema is dying.
And quite convincingly,"”
said Pattinson, adding, "I
was literally almost turned
off. It actually started to get
alittle worrying," according
to The Hollywood Reporter.
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BRAIN PICKING

lused to trust
people easily,
butnowI'ma
little careful
because some
experiences
have taught
me to not trust
anyone blindly.

— SHRADDHA KAPOOR

(Indian Actress)

SUNNY DEOL'S ACTION THRILLER "JAAT*

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Bollywood's action star
Sunny Deol is all set to make
agrand comeback on the big
screen in the upcoming ac-
tion thriller 'Jaat', directed
by Gopichand Malineni.

The highly anticipated
film will hit theatres world-
wide on April 10 and prom-
ises to be a visual feast for
fans of high-octane action.
The film will be available in
Hindi, Telugu, and Tamil.

Sunny Deol, known for his
intense action roles, will be
seen in a gritty new avatar,
taking on his enemies with
unmatched intensity.

In the film's teaser, un-
veiled in December 2024,
fans got a glimpse of the
actor wielding a bazooka,
hinting at the explosive
action sequences that
await.

The film is expected to
showcase thrilling stunts
and jaw-dropping action
scenes, with Deol leading
the charge in a style only he
can bring to the screen.

Gopichand Malineni and
Sunny Deol took to social
media to share the exciting
news about the release of
'Taat'".

"#]AAT GRAND RE-
LEASE WORLDWIDE ON
APRIL10th In Hindji, Telu-
gu & Tamil MASS FEAST

GUARANTEED Directed
by @dongopichand Pro-
duced by @MythriOfficial
& @peoplemediafactory A
@musicthaman Mass Beat,"
the actor wrote on his social
media handle.

'Taat' boasts an ensemble
cast with Sunny Deol lead-
ing the charge alongside
Randeep Hooda, Vineet
Kumar Singh, and Regina
Cassandra in key roles.

The film is set to showcase
a gripping story packed
with drama, while the ac-
tion sequences promise to
keep audiences on the edge
of their seats.

The teaser, which runs for
just over a minute, includes
intense moments such as
characters being crushed
by dumbbells, flying police
officers, and dramatic con-
frontations.

Sunny Deol's character is
introduced as a menacing
figure, initially seen chained
up, before unleashing his
fury on his enemies.

It appears that Deol's
character is ready to bring
the action in full force, this
time wielding a large fan to
take down his opponents,
adding a unique twist to his
usual action arsenal.

Randeep Hooda is expect-
ed to play the antagonist,
raising the stakes for the
protagonist in this action-
packed drama.

MOLLYWOOD ROCKED BY
ANOTHER C

TDG NETWORK
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A casehasbeen registered
against director B Unni-
krishnan following a com-
plaint by producer and
actress Sandra Thomas.

According to Thomas's
statement, Unnikrishnan
allegedly insulted her in
public, which led to legal
action. The actress claims
that the director took puni-
tive measures against her,
effectively sidelining her
from the industry.

The complaint also
pointstoanincident where
Thomas gave a statement
before the Hema Com-
mittee, which focuses on
the working conditions of
women in the Malayalam
film industry.

The statement allegedly
led to her being ostracized
by Unnikrishnan, with the

ONTROVERSY

director taking actions that
hindered her career.

In addition to B Unni-
krishnan, producer Anto
Joseph has also been
namedasasecond accused
in the case.

The Kerala Police have
confirmed the registra-
tion of the case and are
currently investigating
the matter. The issue
brings attention to ongo-
ing concerns regarding
gender dynamics and the
treatment of women in the
Malayalam film industry,
which has been under
scrutiny for some time.

Inarelated development,
Malayalamactor Unni Mu-
kundan, famed for his role
in'Marco', has announced
his resignation as the trea-
surer of the Association of
Malayalam Movie Artists
(AMMA).
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CAN CLOSURES BE CALM AND GOODBYES BE GOOD?

NAMRATA KOHLI

ou have ended a chapter
'! inyour life. It could have
been personal or profes-
sional. What you said in the end,
those last few words, will make
all the difference. Did you burn
all bridges or create one?
Endings are never easy but
you can still part with grace. In
the world of literature, see how
Frodo’s Farewell in The Lord
of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien
is filled with gratitude and
hope- “You cannot always be
torn in two. You will have to be
one and whole, for many years.

You have so much to enjoy and
to be, and to do.” Or take a look
at Steve Jobs’ simple yet impact-
ful resignation letter in 2011- “I
have always said that if there
ever came a day when I could
no longer meet my duties and
expectations as Apple’s CEO,
I would be the first to let you
know. Unfortunately, that day
has come.”

Have you ever wondered how
people “part on a good note” like
how Sussanne and Hrithik have
divorced each other and yet
continue to holiday with each
other in Goa and remain cor-
dial and civil. Can closures be
decent? Can goodbyes ever be
good? Can we actually part with
grace? The answer is Yes and it
totally depends on what we say
in the end.

Ifanyone, it’s for us women to
understand how to approach
closure and goodbyes grace-
fully, as we can become vola-
tile, let our heart rule our head
and emotions blur our words.
Holding on to something that’s
no longer working—be it a job,
relationship, or expectation—
can hinder growth. Goodbyes

W
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don’t have to be confrontational
or dramatic.
‘We must learn to say Goodbye

without guilt. Women often feel
pressured to nurture relation-
ships at all costs. Understand

that prioritizing your men-
tal and emotional well-being
isn’t selfish—it’s essential. Not
every goodbye is your fault.
Sometimes, things end be-
cause they’re meant to. Focus
on lessons learned instead of
obsessing over what you could
have done differently. Not all
goodbyes will feel “perfect.” Ac-
cept imperfect endings. Allow
yourself to move forward even
if things didn’t end the way you
hoped.

Honest, compassionate com-

munication helps both parties
part ways with dignity. We
need to honour our emotions -
it’s okay to feel sadness, anger,
or relief. Trust your intuition
and the decisions you've made,
even if the path ahead feels
uncertain. Endings often lead
to beginnings that align better
with your values and goals. And
sometimes, saying goodbye can
create space for new opportuni-
ties, relationships, and personal
growth. Focus on what you're
gaining by moving forward
rather than what you're losing.

Recently a business partner-
ship of mine came to an end
and my investor told me that
-“Let’s take a break until I find
acapable team toimplement our
ideas.” That day I learnt that clo-
sures can be done nicely.. [ may
have lost a business partner but
I almost gained a friend and in
my eyes, my respect for him
grew even more.

Leaving the door open is the
best way to part. After saying
goodbye, give yourself space to
process the change and move
forward. Reflect on the lessons
learned and embrace the oppor-

tunities that lie ahead.

Ending chapters in life, re-
lationships, or projects can be
done gracefully and thought-
fully to avoid leaving a bit-
ter taste. It requires one to be
straightforward but kind in
communication. Avoid blame
or harsh language, and focus on
“I” statements to express your
feelings. Example: “I've cher-
ished this journey, but I feel it’s
time for me to move on to new
challenges.”

Focus on the positive legacy
and frame the ending as a tran-
sition rather than a termination.
Highlight the good memories,
growth, or achievements made
during the chapter. Example:
“What we’ve built together is
something I’ll always cherish,
and I'hope it continues to inspire
us both.”

Goodbyes don’t have to be
bitter—they can be a celebra-
tion of what was shared and a
hopeful step toward new be-
ginnings. When approached
with kindness, gratitude, and
understanding, they become
less about loss and more about
growth.

Rising Thyroid Issues in Pregnant Women:

Experts Urge Early Diagnosis and Care Essential Lifestyle Practices

Women Shoul Embrape

DR HASEENA KABEER

Thyroid Problems Rising
in Pregnant Women and
women in reproductive age
group of 25 to 45 years

Thyroid disorder is the
most common endocrine
disorder detected in preg-
nant women constituting
2.5 % of all pregnancies and
demands timely interven-
tion

Gurgaon: Thyroid dis-
orders including hypo-
thyroidism and hyperthy-
roidism, are becoming a
common occurrence dur-
ing pregnancy, and can
impact both the mother
and baby’s health. Early
diagnosis and treatment
are crucial to ensuring a
healthy pregnancy and
minimizing risks for both
the mother and the baby.
Expert advises women to
focus on prenatal care for a
smooth pregnancy journey.
Hence, pregnant women
should stay vigilant when

it comes to their and the
baby’s health.

Just like gestational diabe-
tes and hypertension, even
thyroid problems are giv-
ing a tough time to women
during pregnancy. The
thyroid gland plays an im-
portant role in regulating
metabolism, energy levels,
and various bodily func-
tions. “During pregnancy,
thyroid dysfunctions such
as hypothyroidism (under-
active thyroid) (incidence
2.5% of all pregnancies) and
hyperthyroidism (overac-
tive thyroid) (incidence
around 0.1 to 0.2 % of all
pregnancies) are detected
in women. The symptoms
are fatigue, weight gain or

loss, swelling, and mood
changes that can impact the
woman’s well-being. Thy-
roid problems are rampant
due to autoimmune disor-
ders, iodine deficiency, or
pre-existing thyroid issues.
Monthly, 2 to 3 % pregnant
women aged 25 to 45 years
are detected with thyroid
problems and need timely
treatment for success-
ful pregnancy outcomes.
Women should go for reg-
ular follow-ups without
missing them,” said Dr.
Sonal Singhal, Consultant -
Obstetrician & Gynaecolo-
gist, Motherhood Hospital,
Gurgaon.

Dr Sonal Singhal added,
“If left untreated, thyroid

problems can lead to com-
plications such as preterm
birth, low birth weight, or
developmental delays in
the baby. Early detection
through regular screenings
and blood tests, along with
appropriate medication
can help pregnant women
to manage thyroid prob-
lems. A balanced diet rich
in iodine and regular pre-
natal visits are vital for pre-
vention. Pregnant women
must follow the guidelines
given by the expert and go
for regular thyroid screen-
ing. Taking these proactive
steps can help safeguard
a healthy pregnancy and
reduce the chances of long-
term complications.”

DR VIBHA BANSAL

Vitamin C has become
a star element in skin-
care, praised for its glow-
ing and skin-enhancing
qualities, says Dr Nilofar
Diwan, consultant derma-
tologist at Shalby Hospital
Ahmedabad. Known tech-
nically as ascorbic acid,
this potent antioxidant
neutralizes free radicals,
therefore protecting the
skin from environmental
damage caused by pollu-
tion and UV radiation.
One of the primary
reasons for Vitamin C’s
popularity is its ability to
stimulate collagen produc-
tion, which improves skin
elasticity and reduces the
appearance of fine lines
and wrinkles. It also re-
duces melanin synthesis,
thus treating dark spots,

uneven skin tone, and
hyperpigmentation, so
brightening the complex-
ion.

Including vitamin C in
your skincare regimen
will show clear benefits.
Usually combined with
complementing compo-
nents like vitamin E and
hyaluronic acid for maxi-
mum efficiency, it is found
in serums, lotions, and

The Vitamin C: Glow-boosting trends
in Skin Care and its importance

moisturizers. Dermatolo-
gists advise morning Vita-
min C to be used to guard
your skin all day, followed
by sunscreen for further
UV rays protection.
Make sure a product
you choose has a stable
form of vitamin C—such
as magnesium ascorbyl
phosphate or L-ascorbic
acid—at a10-20% concen-
tration. To keep it potent,

keep it cold and dark.
Although topical vita-
min Cis usually safe, those
with sensitive skin should
start at smaller amounts to
avoid aggravation. Always
advised for tailored coun-
sel is seeing a dermatolo-
gist. At Shalby Hospital,
we stress tailored attention
and scientifically support-
ed treatments to give you
beautiful, healthy skin.

JEEVIKA SHARMA

Leading a healthy and fulfilling life-
style involves more than just diet
and exercise. For women, balanc-
ing physical, mental, and emotional
well-being is key to living a vibrant
life. Below are some essential life-
style practices women should in-
corporate into their daily lives to
enhance their health, happiness,
and overall quality of life.

1. PRIORITIZE PHYSICAL
HEALTH

Regular Exercise: Engage in at least
30 minutes of physical activity daily.
This could include walking, yoga,
strength training, or dancing.

Balanced Diet: Incorporate whole
grains, lean proteins, healthy fats,
and plenty of fruits and vegetables.
Avoid excessive sugar and processed
foods.

Routine Health Check-ups: Reg-
ular screenings like mammogrames,
pap smears, and bone density tests
are essential for early detection of
potential health issues.

2. EMBRACE MENTAL
WELLNESS

Mindfulness Practices: Meditation,
journaling, and deep breathing exer-
cises can reduce stress and improve
mental clarity.

Seek Support: Don’t hesitate to
talk to a therapist or counselor when
facing emotional challenges.

Learn Continuously: Reading,
taking up new hobbies, or pursuing
education stimulates the brain and
fosters personal growth.

3. FOSTER STRONG
RELATIONSHIPS

Build a Supportive Network: Sur-
round yourself with people who up-
liftand support you, whether family;,
friends, or mentors.

Quality Over Quantity: Focus on
nurturing a few deep and meaning-
ful connections rather than spread-
ing yourself too thin.

Communicate Effectively: Learn
to express your needs and boundar-
ies while being a good listener.

4. CULTIVATE FINANCIAL
INDEPENDENCE

Budgeting and Saving: Keep track
of expenses, set aside savings, and
plan for long-term financial goals.

Invest in Yourself: Develop new
skills, pursue certifications, or take
courses to enhance your career pros-
pects.

Emergency Fund: Always have
a backup plan for unexpected ex-
penses.

5. MAINTAIN WORK-LIFE
BALANCE
Set Boundaries: Avoid burnout by
setting clear boundaries between
work and personal time.
Prioritize Self-Care: Dedicate
time to activities that rejuvenate
you, such as reading, gardening, or
spa treatments.
Learn to Delegate: Don't be afraid
to ask for help or delegate tasks to
avoid overwhelming yourself.

6. FOCUS ON REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH

Stay Informed: Educate yourself
about menstrual health, contracep-
tion, and fertility.

Healthy Relationships: Foster
open communication with partners
about expectations and health con-
cerns.

Consult Professionals: Regular
visits to a gynecologist can address
concerns and ensure overall well-
being.

7. PURSUE PERSONAL
PASSIONS

Find a Creative Outlet: Whether
it’s painting, writing, or photogra-
phy, pursuing a passion can bring
joy and fulfillment.

Volunteer: Giving back to the com-
munity not only helps others but
also provides a sense of purpose.

Travel and Explore: Embrace new
experiences and cultures to broaden
your perspective.

8. DEVELOP A POSITIVE
MINDSET

Practice Gratitude: Reflect on the
good in your life to cultivate a sense
of appreciation.

Set Realistic Goals: Break down
long-term ambitions into achiev-
able steps.

Celebrate Achievements: Ac-
knowledge both big and small suc-
cesses to build self-confidence.

9. STAY CONNECTED TO
NATURE
Outdoor Activities: Spend time in
green spaces for physical activity
and mental rejuvenation.
Eco-Friendly Choices: Adopt sus-
tainable habits like reducing waste,
recycling, and conserving energy.
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NAVIGATING GRACEFULLY THROUGH THE NEW YEAR

BILL SIMO

s we find ourselves
approaching the
nd of January

in this new year, it seems
a good time to consider
how we are going to sail
smoothly along on our
journey. Navigating our
way through, requires us
to take command; to be the
captain of our own ship.
Before embarking on a voy-
age, a captain will assemble
all the charts of the ocean
and steady the compass on
the course he wants to take.
There are many things to
consider for our voyage,
but spiritually speaking,
there are three important
aspects to put in place; our
values, purpose, and vision
of the future.

Values: What do we value

most in our spiritual life
and progress? What vir-
tues and principles do we
want to make sure we con-
tinue to employ, practise,
and grow? For example,
we may realise we need to
pay more attention to the
time we spend in medita-
tion, and the quality of that
meditation experience.
Purpose: What are our
intentions for the year, on
the spiritual level? If we
take time to sit quietly and
cast our mind back to Janu-
ary 2024, and as a detached
observer look at the time-
line of the whole year, we
will see the ups and downs,
the strengths we employed,
the virtues we developed,
and which ones need more
improvement. We will also
see clearly what we want
to leave behind, as those
things did not serve us
well. Then, with an eye to
the year ahead, consider
which virtues and qualities
we want to develop fur-
ther; for example, perhaps
we realise we need more
tolerance in our relation-
ships. We should choose
only one or two, or maybe
three, virtues and qualities,
otherwise there will be too
much going on and we will

lose focus.

Vision: Then we can
jump forward in our
mind’s eye to 31 December
2025 and visualise our-
selves in the stage of having

achieved great success in
our development, grown
to become the embodiment
of a virtue we set out to im-
bibe. The important thing
is to have focus, intention,

and a vision of who I will
be when I reach those spiri-
tual goals.

There are a couple of tools
to help us navigate the way
forward, gracefully.

Harmonising our nature with that of others

(L

B.K. SURYA

key requisite for hav-
ing harmonious rela-
tionships is to adjust

our nature to that of others.
If there is a big difference in
the natural inclination of two
people and they make no effort
to get along with each other,
there is likely to be discontent
and even a rupture in the rela-
tionship.

Having cordial relationships
is easy when we are willing to
accommodate others. But if
we expect others to adapt to
our ways, then it becomes dif-
ficult. Having an easygoing na-
ture helps foster goodwill and
amity. One who is easygoing
can adjust without difficulty
to different people and situ-
ations. Since they are not ob-

The Stoics were a group
of Greek philosophers who
believed that being virtu-
ous was the key to a well-
lived life. One of the tools
they used was ‘negative

visualisation’. Although
the termis ‘negative’, itis in
fact an extremely positive
exercise, especially in two
ways: i) It requires us to
visualise our coming task,
any task or project, and
imagine what might be the
challenges that could ap-
pear. Then we can discern
what we need to develop
to face those challenges; ii)
We immediately begin to
appreciate and have grati-
tude for the present time,
because those challenges
do not need to be faced
right now. So, gratitude is
increased, detachment is
developed, and while still
having determination to
achieve the goals, we re-
main aware that things
may not work out exactly
as we imagine.

The second tool to help us
navigate is simplification.
We all need energy. The
more we have, the better
our mind and brain work,
the more energetic and
resourceful we become.
To save energy it is better
to look at possible areas
of wastage; time spent on
devices, wasteful conver-
sations, most importantly,
wasteful thinking and
wasteful inner dialogues.

We need to make sure that
we are more present and
connected to our stated
intentions, values, and vi-
sion. We need to make sure
we do not spend time devi-
ating from the goal we set
for ourselves.

Finally, and very impor-

tantly, harmonious rela-
tionships are vital to grace-
ful navigation. The art of
interacting with others
with more wisdom, more
understanding, and more
harmony requires many
virtues and qualities that
we need to develop. The
need to be more flexible,
for example, and have more
humility; letting go of stub-
bornness, stopping holding
on to my opinions and the
ideas I have of how things
should be done. Life is all
about relationships - those
with self, others, nature,
and the relationship with
the Divine. Attention to all
of these relationships, and
a pure desire for them to be
harmonious, will be one of
the keys to navigating our
way, gracefully, through
2025.
Bill Simo is a coach and train-
er, and teaches Rajyoga with
the Brabma Kumaris, based in
Madrid, Spain.

durate, they are able to change
their way of thinking when re-
quired. An easy temperament
also makes it easy to deal with
problems, as there is accep-
tance of the situation, which
allows for a calm exploration of
possible solutions, rather than
unnecessary resistance that
brings anxiety, stress, or fear.
Coping with and overcoming
physical ailments also become
easy when we take them in our
stride instead of complaining
or worrying about them. And
last but not the least, our rela-
tionships become sweet. Being
easy, which sounds like a sim-
ple and unremarkable thing to
do, brings all these benefits.
On the other hand, if we are
inflexible, we will frequently
have friction or conflict with
others, and there will be little
peace, happiness, love, or re-
spect in our life. The root cause
of such rigidity is ego. There is
a spiritual technique for be-
coming free from ego, and that
is to maintain our self-respect.
When we have spiritual self-
respect, that is, we are aware of
the fact that we are souls, the
children of God, and that pu-
rity, peace, love, and strength
are our innate qualities, then

!

When we bave spiritual self-respect, that
is, we are aware of the fact that we are souls,
the children of God, and that purity, peace,
love, and strength are our innate qualities,
then we act on the basis of these virtues.

Harmony in a team ensures success in tasks due to mutual understanding and cooperation.

we act on the basis of these
virtues. Our elevated aware-
ness leaves no scope for ego to
colour our thoughts, attitude,
and behaviour. When the ma-
jority of people in a group or
community pay attention to
maintaining their self-respect
- with practice it becomes nat-
ural - then their relationships
are harmonious. If they func-

tion as a team, their tasks are
accomplished easily, because
there is mutual understand-
ing, cooperation, and a joyful
and enthusiastic involvement
in the work.

Maintaining our self-respect
also keeps us unaffected by the
negative vibrations around us.
How does that happen? When
we have an elevated conscious-
ness, our perspective too is on
a similar plane and we do not
pay attention to or get involved
in petty matters. This keeps the
mind free from negative influ-
ences. Such detachment may
sometimes seem like indiffer-
ence to some, but it is neces-
sary for making prudent choic-
es. A lofty point of view allows
us to see the larger picture
and make judicious decisions
about where to get involved
and to what extent. In a group,
this not only spares us avoid-
able trouble but also gives oth-
ers the space they need to be
themselves. One who thus acts
wisely wins the trust of others
and becomes a cohesive force
inagroup.

B.K. Surya is a Rajyoga teacher at
the Brabma Kumaris beadquar-
ters in Mount Abu, Rajasthan.

ATHOUGHT
FOR TODAY

The sun’s light creates a
shadow when blocked. In
the same way, ashadowin
meis caused by something
blocking my inner light.
Shadows in the soul are
created by buried traumas
or negative experiences. |
may not be aware of how
this darkness influences
me or dictates my
reactions. In order to see
it clearly | must face the
shadow. Only then can |
be free from its control.
Today let me face the
shadow to shed light on it
and free myself from its
invisible control.

Manifesting the higher self

INDU GUILLIANI

When we consider the
purpose of embarking on a
spiritual path, and the appli-
cation of spiritual principles
in our lives, we see that our
aim is to manifest our per-
fect or original self. Visuali-
sation and meditation are
powerful practices that are
essential components of the
journey. We need to keep the
image of our aim in front of
us, and we need power to
keep working towards that,
through many different
forms of challenge. Both vi-

sualisation and meditation
require an inner ‘seeing’, the
ability of the soul to reflect
and ‘see’ where it wants to
go and what it wants to be.
However, because we are
spiritual beings living in a
physical body, we are much
more accustomed to see-
ing or taking notice of that
which is physical. What
we see every day with our
physical eyes has the poten-
tial to cause us sorrow and
create waste, negative, and
disheartening thoughts that
can cloud the image we are
holding of our aim.

The secret of manifesting
what we want to be lies in
our state of mind. When we
meditate and visualise, it is
the state of mind that influ-
ences the direction of our
thoughts. Rajyoga medita-
tion teaches this on a very
deep level. When we use the
sentence beginning, “I am
...” how we end that sentence
determines our reality. The
quality of our thought has to

We need to keep giving power to

the consciousness, in the quiet
times when alone, and amidst the
bustle of the day. We need a reliable
source of sustainable energy.

The secret of manifesting what we want to be lies in our state of mind.

be very high, very elevated.
The most elevated thought is
“Iam a soul, not the body”.

Any action based on that
elevated thought will bring
powerful results. Starting

each day with that thought,
and the positive and power-
ful feelings that thought gen-

erates, will form the basis of
the day to come. But to sus-
tain those kinds of thoughts,

of our spiritual identity, of
being a being of peace, we
need to keep giving power
to the consciousness, in the
quiet times when alone, and
amidst the bustle of the day.
We need a reliable source
of sustainable energy. That
reliable source, call it what
you will, the Divine, the Su-
preme Being, the Light, or
God, is something we must
create a living relationship
with.

There will be times when
this connection with the
Supreme Being seems diffi-
cult to sustain. That will be
because the quality of our
thinking has dropped and
we may be feeling down,
and hopeless. There are
three things that will help us
regain our natural, peaceful
state of consciousness.

1. Faith - the manifestation
of faith is absolutely neces-
sary. Faith in what? That I
am a soul, a spiritual child
of the Supreme Soul, and
because of this I cannot fail.

2. Courage - anything
less than courage is hope-
lessness. I can do anything
when I have the Supreme
Power with me. I am not
alone. I am victorious and
will achieve what I want to
achieve.

3. Honesty - I must be
completely honest with
myself. Shining a light on
the things that need work-
ing on, and humbly accept-
ing the talents and skills I
have been given for my role
in the world.

One more ingredient is
needed when manifesting a
new reality. If T am sure that
the manifestation is for the
greater good, and not for
selfish purposes, then it will
work. AsIenterinto deep si-
lence in the connection with
the Supreme, a silence with
no negative thoughts, then
sooner or later, the higher
self will manifest itself.
Indu Guilliani is the Coordi-
nator of the Brabma Kumaris
centre in Leicester, UK.
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DJOKOVIC QUITS M

REACHES AUSTRALIAN OPEN FINAL

AGENCIES
MELBOURNE

pectators booed an in-
Sjured Novak Djokovic as

he left the court in Rod
Laver Arena after quitting one
set into his Australian Open
semifinal against Alexander
Zverev on Friday.

Dealing with what he said
was a torn muscle, Djokovic
lost the opening set 7-6 (5)
when he put a forehand volley
into the net, then began shak-
ing his head and immediately
walked over to tell Zverev the
match was over. The 37-year-
old Djokovic packed up his
equipment and walked off to-
ward the locker room, pausing
to respond to the jeers by giv-
ing two thumbs-up.

At his news conference,
Djokovic said the pain in his
taped left leg was “getting
worse and worse.” He hurt it
during his quarterfinal victory
over Carlos Alcaraz on Tues-
day night.

“I knew,” Djokovic said,
“even if T won the first set, it
was going to be a huge uphill
battle for me.”

He was bidding for an 11th
championship at the Austra-
lian Open and record 25th
Grand Slam title overall. In-
stead, it will be No. 1 seed and
defending champion Jannik
Sinner facing No. 2 Alexander
Zverev in Sunday’s final.

Zverev is 0-2 in major finals;
this will be his first at Mel-
bourne Park.

“Everything can happen,”
said Sinner, who is on a
20-match unbeaten run. “He’s
an incredible player.”

For Djokovic, this is the

Novak Djokovic of Serbia gestures as he leaves Rod Laver Arna aftr retiring in his semifinal
match against Alexander Zverev of Germany at the Australian Open tennis championship in
Melbourne, Australia, Friday, Jan. 24, 2025. AP

second time in the past four
major tournaments he was
unable to finish because of an
injury: He withdrew from last
year’s French Open before the
quarterfinals because he tore
the meniscus in his right knee
during a match.

Djokovic underwent sur-
gery in Paris and, less than
two months later, reached the
final at Wimbledon, then won
a gold medal for Serbia at the
Paris Olympics.

Zverev, a 27-year-old Ger-
man, lost finals in five sets at
the 2020 U.S. Open and 2024
French Open.

“My goal is still to compete

with the big guys and to com-
pete for these kind of tourna-
ments and try to win them,”
Zverev said. “For that, I need
to get better. I need to improve
on the court. I need toimprove
physically.”

During his on-court inter-
view, Zverev pleaded with
the fans not to give Djokovic a
hard time.

“Iknow that everybody paid
for tickets and everybody
wants to see hopefully a great
five-set match,” he said. “But
you've got to understand —
Novak Djokovic is somebody
that has given this sport, for
the past 20 years, absolutely

Jadeja scalps 12 as Saurashtra
trounce Pant s Delhi by 10 wickets

AGENCIES
RAJKOT

Ravindra Jadeja was un-
playable on a spinners’
paradise and added an-
other seven to his first in-
nings five-for as Saurashtra
all but ensured Delhi’s exit
from Ranji Trophy with a
10-wicket victory inside
two days in Group D, here
Friday. While the famed In-
dian batters were huge flops
across games, all-rounder
Jadeja showed why he s still
menacing on tracks that of-
fer significant help.

The hosts pounded Delhi
by dismissing them for a
mere 94 in 25.2 overs in their
second innings. This was
after Saurashtra did well
enough to score 271. The
83-run first innings lead on
adifficult track proved to be
decisive. Saurashtra scored
the required 12 runs in just
3.1 overs. The match lasted
little over 150 overs across
two days.

After six rounds, Saura-
shtra (18 points) are back
in the hunt to qualify for
the knock-out stages from
group D along with Tamil
Nadu (19 from 5 games),
who are in good position to

win outright against Chan-
digarh (18 points from 5
games).

Delhi with 14 points
have one home game left
against Railways and even
a seven-point win might
not be enough if Saurash-
tra or Chandigarh manage
outright wins in their last
games.

The Rishabh Pant fans
were left high and dry as he
got out for 17 in the second
essay after scoring 1. In the
first innings, he had holed
out in the deep trying to
slog-sweep left-arm spinner
Dharmendra Jadeja.

In the second innings , the
more famous Jadeja, Ravin-
dra, brought him forward
and extra bounce had him

edge to Sheldon Jackson in
the first slip.

Saurashtra skipper Jaydev
Unadkat had said before the
game that they will prepare
rank turner and go for seven
points in their bid to make it
to knock-out stage.

Save skipper Ayush Ba-
doni (44), who once again
looked good and Pant, who
tried to counter attack brief-
ly, none of the Delhi batters
had an inkling which of
Jadeja’s deliveries would
turn and which ones would
go straight.

Some of them tried to
sweep without much suc-
cess while others were not
assured of their footwork.

The difference was in class
of spin attack.

everything of his life.”

The only set of Djokovic vs.
Zverev lasted 1 hour, 21 min-
utes and included 19 points
that lasted nine strokes or
more apiece. The first four
games alone lasted 31 min-
utes, slowed both by the
lengthy baseline exchanges
and Djokovic’s deliberate
pacing between points, tak-
ing the 25-second serve clock
down to — and occasionally
slightly beyond — the full al-
lotment.The match was gru-
eling — and would have been
even without dealing with a
leg problem that initially be-
came an issue late in the first

set against Alcaraz.

“I didn’t hit the ball (from
after the) Alcaraz match un-
til like an hour before today’s
match,” Djokovic said.

“I did everything I possibly
can to basically manage the
muscle tear that I had. Medi-
cations and, I guess, the (tape)
and the physio work helped
to some extent today,” he
added. “But towards the end
of that first set, I just started
feeling more and more pain
and it was too much for me
to handle. Unfortunate end-
ing, but I tried.”Zverev said
he could sense “some dents”
on the other side of the net
in the tiebreaker and noticed
that Djokovic was struggling
“maybe a bit more.”Two
years ago at Melbourne Park,
Djokovic hurt his left ham-
string but still managed to de-
part with the trophy. Against
Alcaraz, he was down a set
against someone who is 16
years his junior but won.

This time, Djokovic could
not pull off a similar escape.

And afterward, there was
a lot Djokovic was unsure
about.

Might this have been his
last appearance at Melbourne
Park?

“There is a chance. Who
knows?” Djokovic replied. “T'll
just have to see how the season
goes. I want to keep going.”He
said it's too soon to know how
long he might be sidelined.
He said he isn’t sure yet what
will happen to his coaching
arrangement with former on-
court rival Andy MurrayWhat
Djokovic did make clear: His
focus and goals will not waver.

I D M ATC H ZVE R EV Jannik Sinner tops Ben Shelton to

return to Australian Open final

AGENCIES
MELBOURNE

Defending champion Jan-
nik Sinner continued his
sizzling Australian Open
run with a 7-6(2) 6-2 6-2
victory over American 21st
seed Ben Shelton on Friday
toreach a second straight fi-
nal at Melbourne Park and
book a meeting with Alex-
ander Zverev.

Sinner’s victory made the
23-year-old the youngest
man to make multiple fi-
nals at the Australian Open
since Jim Courier in 1992-93
and kept alive his dream of
becoming the first Italian
to lift three Grand Slam
singles trophies.

“I’'m happy to be back in
the final again,” said Sin-
ner, who had to overcome
cramp in the third set.

“Sundays are special days
in tournaments and I'm
hoping I can enjoy it.”

Sinner entered the match
on Rod Laver Arena hav-
ing won four of his five
meetings with left-hander
Shelton but found him-
self in trouble early on as a
thunderous forehand win-
ner handed the American
a break, which he followed
up with a tight hold.

The top seed shrugged
off a tentative start to draw
level at 2-2 and attacked
Shelton’s powerful serve
at every opportunity, but a
lapse on his own delivery in
the 11th game left him in a
spot of bother again before
he saved two set points.

Shelton bounced his rack-
et off the court after going
behind 4-0 in the ensuing
tiebreak as his accuracy

Shardul Thakur rescues

Mumbai team against J&K
M

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

A resolute Shardul Thakur
played the rescue act to per-
fection for the star-studded
but misfiring Mumbai, as
his second first-class hun-
dred brought the Ranji Tro-
phy defending champions
back from the brink in their
Elite Group A clash against
Jammu and Kashmir here
on Friday.

Having conceded a huge
86-run lead in the first in-
nings, Mumbai were left
tottering at 101/7 in the sec-
ond innings when Thakur
and Tanush Kotian put on
a robust 173-run unbeaten
stand for the eighth wicket
to turn the tables on J&K.

Mumbai reached 274/7 at
stumps on Day Two, ahead
by 188 runs with Thakur
batting on 113 (119 balls, 13
fours) and Kotian on 58 not
out off 119 balls with six
fours.

Thakur battled cramps
on multiple occasions
and made the most of a
reprieve, offering yet an-
other reminder of his gritty
character. Meanwhile, the
young Kotian once again

India storms into Super Six of U-19
Women’s T20 World Cup 2025

SUNIL YASH KALRA
NEW DELHI

The Indian U-19 women’s
team has delivered an ex-
ceptional performance in
the ICC U-19 Women’s T20
World Cup 2025, finishing
at the top of Group A. On
Thursday, India secured
their place in the Super Six
by defeating Sri Lanka by 60
runs. Opening batter G Tri-
sha played a crucial knock of
49 runs, hitting five bound-

aries and a six in her 44-ball
innings. In challenging con-
ditions, India posted a com-
petitive total of 118/9.

Fast bowlers V] Jositha
and Shabnam Shakil shone
with the new ball, picking
up four wickets in the first
four overs to dismantle the
Sri Lankan top order. Sri
Lanka struggled against In-
dia’s disciplined bowling at-
tack, managing only 58 runs
in their 20 overs. Vaishnavi
Sharma and Ayushi Shukla

delivered economical spells,
while Parunika Sisodia and
Mithila Vinod also contrib-
uted with crucial overs.

India advanced to the Su-
per Six after winning all
three group-stage matches.
They had defeated the West
Indies by 9 wickets and Ma-
laysia by 10 wickets to main-
tain an unbeaten streak.

India’s Group Stage Re-
sults:

1. India vs West Indies U-19
Women - Won by 9 wickets

2. India vs Malaysia U-19
‘Women - Won by 10 wickets

3. India vs Sri Lanka U-19
Women - Won by 60 runs

In the Super Six, India will
face Bangladesh on January
26 and Scotland on January
28. Other teams qualifying
for the Super Six include
cricketing powerhouses like
Australia, England, and
South Africa. With India’s
current form and exceptional
performances, fans are hope-
ful for a historic title win.

showcased his credentials
as a promising player at the
highest level with another
valuable knock.

Mumbai had squandered
an ideal start after Rohit
Sharma (28) and Yashasvi
Jaiswal (26) put on 54 for
the opening wicket at a
brisk rate.

The Indian Test openers,
pairing up for the first time
in Ranji Trophy, looked
to take on the Jammu and
Kashmir bowlers and got
some success too.

While Rohit hit a trade-
mark six over deep square
leg and lofted two more
deliveries for a similar re-
sult, Jaiswal, who looked to
come down the wicket, also
played positively during his

brief stay.

Jammu and Kashmir’s ath-
leticism on the field and per-
sistence from their bowlers
overshadowed some howl-
ers from the umpires —
Shreyas Iyer (17) was caught
behind off Nazir but was not
given out by the umpire S
Ravi, while Ajinkya Rahane
(16) had to be called back
from the pavilion.

Rahane was caught be-
hind by Kanhaiya Wadha-
wan off Umar Nazir, and the
Mumbai skipper had made
his way back to the stands
while new batter Thakur
walked out to the field when
on-field umpires S Ravi and
Navdeep Singh Sidhu ad-
judged the delivery to be a
front-foot no-ball.
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cruelly deserted him and
Sinner gleefully accepted
the first set when his frus-
trated opponent sent a fore-
hand wide.

“It was a very tough first
set but crucial,” said Sinner.

“He wasn’t serving at his
best, not where he wanted
to. We both returned better
than we served. First sets
can often give you confi-
dence and it was tense. I'm
happy how I handled it.

“I’'m happy to be back in
the final here.”

After a breathless start
to the second set, Sinner
released the handbrake to
win the opening four games
without response and soon
left a dejected Shelton in the
rear view mirror to double
his advantage in the match.

Sinner felt a problem in
his left leg during a tense
third set and had it worked
on by the trainer after
breaking to go 3-2 up, be-

kL
fore some huge winners
took him to the finish line
and back-to-back major
finals after his triumphant
U.S. Open run.

“There was a lot of tension
today, I was slightly cramp-
ing. He was suffering on his
legs too so I tried to move
him around,” added Sinner.

“These matches can go
long. Playing three sets for
2-1/2 hours is a long time,
so I'm happy to finish it in
three, 'm happy to be back
in the final again.”

Second seed Zverev
reached his first Austra-
lian Open final and third at
the majors after 24-times
Grand Slam champion No-
vak Djokovic retired due to
a left thigh injury after los-
ing the opening set 7-6(5).

“We’ve had some tough
matches in the past,” Sin-
ner said of Zverev, who
leads their head-to-head
record 4-2.

Ranji Trophy: Rohit
shines briefly, falls for 28

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

He pulled Umar Nazir for a
trademark six, effortlessly
lofted Auqgib Nabi and
Yudhvir Singh for a couple
of more hits over the ropes
to give a glimpse of his ab-
solute best. But eventually,
a fifty on Ranji comeback
was not meant to be for In-
dia captain Rohit Sharma
who fell for 28 here on Fri-
day.

Playing his first game for
Mumbai in domestic red-
ball cricket in nearly a de-
cade, Rohit’s first day on the
field was a disaster with the
37-year-old falling for a 19-
ball 3 in the opening hour
of the Ranji Trophy clash
against Jammu Kashmir.

But on Friday, Rohit gave
a far better account of him-
self to notch up a fluent 28,
his best in first-class cricket
since a 52 in the second in-
nings of the Bengaluru Test
against New Zealand last
year.

It indeed has been that
long for Rohit, who has
since scored O, 8,18, 11, 3, 6,
3 and 9 in subsequent out-
ings against New Zealand
and Australia.

Back then in mid-October,
India were cemented on top
of the World Test Champi-
onship points table and the
house was in complete or-
der for the national side.

But it all came crumbling
down following defeats to
New Zealand and Austra-
lia which forced Indian su-
perstars to play domestic
cricket.

On Friday, he looked for
a big one but it wasn’t to
happen. Rohit’s knock of
28 was mixed with hits and
misses in the initial stages,
which all began with a
tough dropped chance by
Nazir in the fourth over
when he could not grab a
return catch on his follow
through.

Rohit immediately re-
sponded with a pull shot
for a six over the square leg.

Karnataka dominates Punjab with Smaran’s double ton

AGENCIES
BENGALURU

Punjab skipper Shubman
Gill endured a tough day as
Karnataka posted a mam-
moth 475, built around
Ravichandran Smaran’s
maiden first-class double
ton that put the hosts firmly
in the driver’s seat in their
Elite Group C Ranji Trophy
match here Friday.

After a poor show with the
bat on the opening day, it
was another difficult day for
Gill on the field as his bowl-
ers failed to apply pressure
on the opposition.

Resuming on 199 for 4,
overnight batter Smaran
dominated proceedings
with a superb 277-ball 203,
almost single-handedly tak-
ing Punjab to the huge total.

Smaran’s knock was the
highlight of the day, with the
next best score being Abhi-
nav Manohar’s 34. Smaran
anchored the innings as oth-
er batters chipped in with
useful contributions before
Karnataka were bowled out
in122.1 overs.

In their second innings,
Punjab were 24 for 2 in 13
overs, and were trailing by
396 runs, with Gill holding

the fort at 7 not out from 36
balls, and Jassinder Singh at
the crease on zero.

Haryana’s Anuj Thakral
shines with 6/31 against
Bengal-At Kalyani, Anuj
Thakral’s brilliant spell of
6/31 helped Haryana dis-
miss Bengal for 124. The
hosts, playing their must-
win game, thus conceded a
crucial 33-run first innings
lead.

Haryana, who were dis-
missed for 157 in their first
innings, reached 158 for 2 at
stumps on Day 2, taking a
191-run overall lead.

Himanshu Rana (46) and

Nishant Sindhu (26) were
at the crease at the close of
play.

Ton-up Abhishek and
Aryan put UP in control- In
Patna, Uttar Pradesh took
control with a command-
ing 417 for 2 on Day 2, hav-
ing gained a 169-run first-
innings lead over Bihar.

Abhishek Goswami was
the star, falling just short of a
double ton with a blistering
198 off 206 balls, including
29 fours and three sixes.

At stumps, Aryan Juyal
remained unbeaten on 103,
with Karan Sharma (37) giv-
ing him company.



