
In an alleged security lapse, 
Haryana Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini and 
Union Minister Manohar 
Lal were forced to wait 
for over 15 minutes late 
Wednesday night in Chan-
digarh after their convoy 
was stopped due to a locked 
gate near Punjab Bhawan.

The incident occurred 
around 11 PM when the 
leaders were traveling from 
the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence to Haryana Niwas in 
Sector 3. The road leading 
to Haryana Niwas, which 
passes in front of Punjab 
Bhawan, was unexpected-
ly blocked by a locked gate, 
causing an unplanned halt.

CM Nayab Saini called 
the incident a serious se-

curity lapse and pointed 
out that the closure was 
due to security personnel 

deployed by Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann’s 
administration. He empha-

sized that such restrictions 
should not be imposed on 
roads frequently used for 
VVIP movement. Security 
personnel accompanying 
the convoy had to enter 
Punjab Bhawan, locate the 
watchman, and get the gate 
unlocked to allow passage.

Expressing his concern, 
Saini stressed the need 
for better coordination 

After US President Donald 
Trump again raised the 
issue of alleged US fund-
ing of USD 21 million for 
voter turnout in India and 
dubbed it ‘kickbacks’, In-
dia’s Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar said on Friday 
that he was “stunned” and 
said that the revelations of 
the Trump suggested that 
the “democratic process of 

this country was sought to 
be modulated” and “ma-
nipulated”

“... Recently, this rev-
elation has come, I was 

stunned to see it. What has 
been revealed by the Presi-
dent of the United States 
with full sense of responsi-
bility is that the democratic 
process of this country was 
sought to be modulated, 
manipulated. To dent and 
taint the purity of our elec-
tion system. I am sure it 
emanates from a person in 
authority. One thing is right 
because that is factual. The 
amount was given, and it 
is not a 

NEW DELHI: Bhutan 
Prime Minister Tshering 
Tobgay has called School 
of Ultimate Leadership 
(SOUL) a “brainchild” of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and a testament to PM 
Modi’s unwavering commit-
ment to nurturing leaders 
and empowering them to 
serve India.

In his address at the SOUL 
Leadership Conclave in 
Delhi on Friday, Tobgay 
referred to PM Modi as his 
“mentor and elder brother”.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday 
asserted that there 

has never been any animosity 
between languages of India 
since they influence and en-
rich each other.

He suggested staying away 
from misconceptions that 
create a rift based on lan-
guage, saying that the gov-
ernment understands each 
language in the country as 
mainstream.

“There has never been 
any animosity among In-
dian languages. Languages 
have always influenced and 
enriched each other. Often, 
when efforts are made to 
create divisions based on 
language, our shared lin-
guistic heritage provides a 
strong counter argument. It 
is our social responsibility 
to distance ourselves from 
these misconceptions and 
to embrace and enrich all 
languages. That is why to-
day we are looking at all the 
languages of the country as 
mainstream languages,” PM 
Modi said while addressing 
the gathering at the 98th 
Akhil Bharatiya Marathi 
Sahitya Sammelan at Vigyan 
Bhavan here.

He  said the government 
was promoting education in 
all major languages, includ-
ing Marathi. He emphasised 
the efforts being made by 
the government to change 
the mindset that divests tal-
ent due to a lack of English 
proficiency.

Every language in India is 
mainstream, asserts PM

Saini, Manohar Lal stranded on the road at 
night as a gate was locked for Mann security

‘Stunned’ at Trump’s expose 
of USAID funding: V-P

Bhutan PM hails Modi’s 
ability to nurture leaders
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and NCP-SP MP Sharad Pawar light a ceremonial lamp at the 
98th Akhil Bhartiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan, at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

   �There has never been any animosity among Indian languages, notes 
the Prime Minister  at Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan. 

Following the death of a 
20-year-old Nepali stu-
dent at Kalinga Institute 
of Industrial Technology 
(KIIT) University in Odi-
sha, Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal on 
Friday expressed deep 
sorrow and extended con-
dolences.

He reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
the safety and well-being 
of all international stu-
dents.
“We are deeply saddened 
by the tragic death of the 
Nepali student at the Ka-
linga Institute of Industrial 
Technology and convey 
our heartfelt condolences. 
The Government of India 
accords high priority to the 
safety, security, and well-
being of all international 

Centre: India 
committed to 
safety of all 
Int’l students 
Tdg network
New Delhi

The Pakistan High Commis-
sion in India said on Friday 
that it has issued visas to 
154 Indian pilgrims to visit 
the revered Shree Katas Raj 
temples in Pakistan’s Chak-
wal district.

The pilgrimage is sched-
uled to take place from Feb-
ruary 24 to March 2, the High 
Commission said in a state-
ment. Expressing his views 
on the occasion, Charge d’ 
Affaires Saad Ahmad War-
raich, wished the pilgrims 
a spiritually rewarding and 
fulfilling journey. 

Pak issues 
visas to 
154 Indian 
pilgrims 
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Kolkata: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee on Friday said people 
should show as much respect 
to other languages as he re-
spects his mother tongue. 
Speaking at a function here 
to celebrate International 
Mother Language Day, she  
said Bengali is the fifth most 
spoken language in the 
world, and every Bengali 
should be proud of it. “There 
is bound to be a sentimental 
attachment with Bengali lan-
guage for the people whose 
mother tongue is Bengali but 
one must be equally respect-
ful to other languages. 

agencies

Chennai: Tamil Nadu 
Deputy Chief Minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin on Friday 
reiterated DMK’s stand and 
said that the state will never 
accept the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020 and 
the three-language policy.
“We are asking for our fi-
nancial rights, which are 
to be given to the people of 
Tamil Nadu. We are asking 
for funds for Tamil Nadu 
students.

Respect all 
languages: 
Mamata

3-language 
policy is 
unacceptable: 
Udhayanidhi
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Kailash Yatra, 
direct flights at 
centre of  
India-China 
discussions

External Affairs Minister S 
jaishankar met with his Chi-
nese counterpart FM Wang 
Yi on Friday on the sidelines 
of the ongoing G20 meeting 
in South African capital city 
Johannesburg and reviewed 
developments in bilateral 
ties with a focus on direct 
flights and the Kailash Man-
sarovar Yatra.

Jaishankar expressed sat-
isfaction over meeting with 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi.  “I am glad that we 
could meet today on the side-
lines of the G20 Foreign Min-
isters Meeting in Johannes-
burg. Such gatherings have 
provided an opportunity for 
our interaction even when 
our ties were going through 
a difficult phase,” EAM said 
in his opening remarks dur-
ing a meeting with Foreign 
Minister of China Wang Yi.

Jaishankar expressed his 
appreciation for the oppor-
tunity to engage in dialogue, 
highlighting the importance 
of international cooperation 
in a polarised global land-

scape. He acknowledged the 
efforts made by both coun-
tries to preserve the G20 as 
a vital institution, demon-
strating their commitment 
to collaborative governance.

Separately addressing a 
weekly media briefing in 
New Delhi, MEA spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal said 

“The two ministers reviewed 
developments in the bilateral 
relationship since their last 
meeting in November, spe-
cifically the management 
of peace and tranquility in 
border areas.”

The management of peace 
and tranquillity in border ar-
eas, the Kailash Mansarovar 
Yatra, resumption of direct 
flight connectivity, and travel 
facilitation were discussed 
during the meeting.

There was also an ex-
change of views on G20 
and the Shangai Coopera-
tion Organization, the MEA 
spokesperson said.

Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri had visited Beijing on 
January 26-27 this year for a 
meeting of the Foreign Sec-
retary-Vice Foreign Minister 
mecha-

Agencies
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Union Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan on 
Friday came down heav-
ily on Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister MK Stalin’s 
letter to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, accus-
ing him of raising “imagi-
nary concerns” driven by 
political motivations.

Addressing a press 
conference, Pradhan 
emphasised that the Na-
tional Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 is not im-
posing any language on 
a state.

“One point I want to 
re-emphasise is that 

the NEP is not recom-
mending imposition 
of any language on the 
respective students of a 
state. That means, in no 
way the NEP is recom-
mending imposition of 
Hindi in Tamil Nadu,” 
Dharmendra Pradhan 
asserted.

“Through social media, 

I came to know that Tam-
il Nadu CM MK Stalin 
has written a letter to PM 
Narendra Modi. He has 
not written the letter in 
good spirit. He has men-
tioned few imaginary 
concerns through that 
letter and his letter is full 
of political motivation 
and looking into his own 
political convenience, he 
has written that letter,” 
Pradhan said.

He emphasised that 
the primary essence of 
the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 is to 
bring global standards to 
education, and simulta-

No imposing of Hindi in TN, 
concerns ‘imaginary’: Centre
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Bharatnatyam artists pose alongside the display 
of vintage cars during the 11th edition of ‘21 Gun 

Salute Concours d’Elegance’, at Major Dhyan Chand 
National Stadium in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

It’s official now, Indian-origin 
Kash Patel is FBI Director

Dan Scavino, Assistant to 
the President and White 
House Deputy Chief of 
Staff on Thursday said 
that US President Donald 
Trump has officially signed 

the commission to confirm 
Kash Patel as the ninth Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI).

Scavino further said that 
President Trump signed 
Patel’s commission in a cer-
emony at the Oval Office.

Sharing a post on X, Dan 

Scavino, Assistant to the 
President and White House 
Deputy Chief of Staff, wrote, 

“Moments ago in the Oval 
Office. Congratulations to 
the Ninth Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, Kash Patel.”

He 
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar meets CPC Politburo 
member and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on the sidelines 
of the G20 Foreign Ministers' Meeting, in Johannesburg on 
Friday. (ANI Photo)

“Prime Minister, my 
elder brother, every time 
I have the opportunity 
of meeting you, I am 
overcome with joy.

— Tshering Tobgay
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Ganguly backs 
Gambhir for picking 
Rahul before Pant
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China’s military gets 
stricter, combat-
focused rules
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Crucial farmer-
govt meet to end 
stalemate today
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Farmers are hopeful about 
Saturday’s meeting as Union 
Agriculture Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan will meet rep-
resentatives of the protesting 
farmers in Chandigarh. This 
is the second meeting in a 
week, following the February 
14 discussions, which ended 
on a positive note. Farmers 
are eagerly waiting for a cru-
cial meeting with Union Agri-
culture Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan in Chandigarh on 
Saturday. This meeting is 
expected to be significant as 
farmers continue to push for 
their demand for a legal guar-
antee on Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) and other key 
issues.

This is the second meeting 
between the farmers and the 
government in a week. The 
last meeting, held on Febru-
ary 14, was attended by Union 
Minister Prahlad Joshi, who 
called it a positive discussion 
and confirmed that the next 
round of talks would be led 

by Shivraj Chouhan.
The meeting is scheduled 

to be held at 6 PM at the Ma-
hatma Gandhi State Institute 
of Public Administration in 
Chandigarh. However, farm-
er leaders have requested the 
government to shift the venue 
to Delhi. Their concern is for 
farmer leader Jagjit Singh 
Dallewal, who has been on a 
hunger strike for 82 days and 
may face difficulties traveling 
to Chandigarh. The farmers 
have made it clear that they 
will strongly push for a legal 

guarantee of Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP), along with 
12 other demands, including 
a loan waiver.

After the February 14 meet-
ing, Union Minister Joshi had 
mentioned that the govern-
ment listened to the farmers 
for over two-and-a-half hours 
and confirmed that the next 
meeting would be chaired by 
Chouhan.

The February 14 meeting 
was the first in over a year 
since the last talks were held 
on February 18, 2024. That 

meeting had ended without 
any resolution, as the farm-
ers rejected the government’s 
proposal to purchase five 
crops—arhar, cotton, maize, 
lentils, and black gram—at 
MSP for five years. They in-
sisted that the protest would 
continue until a law guaran-
teeing MSP for all crops was 
passed.

Since February 13, hundreds 
of farmers have been protest-
ing at the Shambhu border on 
NH-44, one of India’s busiest 
highways. 

 Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi on Fri-
day launched a scathing at-
tack on the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s ‘double-engine gov-
ernment’ in the state, saying 
that the government has “no 
engine” at all.

Addressing the Yuva Sam-
vad in Raebareli, Gandhi tar-
geted the BJP over the issue of 
unemployment and inflation 
and said that the UP govern-
ment is a “failed government.”

“Sadly, I have to say that the 
UP government is a failed 
government. They don’t 
know how to do any work 
and talk nonsense. The two 
most important issues are 
inflation and unemployment. 
Everyone knows that. This is 
a double-engine government 
with no engine. This is a failed 
government, they should be 
removed and the Congress 
party should be brought to 
power.” Rahul Gandhi said.

Rahul Gandhi expressed 

concern over the unemploy-
ment in the country and 
dubbed the Indian govern-
ment’s policy of demonetisa-
tion and GST as ‘wrong.’ He 
said that small and medium 
businesses need to be revived 
in order to generate more jobs.

“Why are you unemployed? 
Because Narendra Modi did 
demonetisation, implement 
wrong GST and ended all 
small businesses. Today you 
have no future because of Na-
rendra Modi. If you want jobs, 
small and medium businesses 
must be revived and support-

ed. GST needs to be changed 
and the doors of banks which 
are closed for you need to be 
opened,” Rahul Gandhi said.

Earlier in the day, Congress 
MP Rahul Gandhi engaged 
with local students and resi-
dents of his Lok Sabha con-
stituency, Raebareli, sparking 
conversations about educa-
tion, employment, and com-
munity development.

School students and other 
members of the community 
shared their experiences of 
the interaction, highlighting 
Rahul Gandhi’s assurances 

and support for their con-
cerns, particularly in the areas 
of education and livelihood.

“He (Rahul Gandhi) asked 
me the importance of a dis-
ciplined captain. I said that 
a discipline captain provides 
discipline on the school cam-
pus. Then he told me that 
the discipline will make the 
path of success for me, “said 
a school student.

Mohammad Ausaf Khan, 
the Manager at Human Pub-
lic School in Raebareli, men-
tioned that they presented 
their school’s needs to the 
Congress MP, who assured 
them of his support.

“We wanted to invite him 
(Rahul) to a program at our 
school because education has 
always been a concern for 
him, and we also believe that 
education is the backbone of 
any community. He has also 
offered to help us. We need 
some computer labs and a li-
brary. The children also spoke 
to him, and he assured us that 
whatever can be done in this 
regard, he will do,” Khan said.

India on Friday said that the 
United States’ administra-
tion’s information regarding 
funding in India is “deeply 
troubling” and has led to 
concerns regarding foreign 
interference in India’s inter-
nal affairs.

Addressing a weekly press 
briefing on Friday, the Min-
istry of External Affairs 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said that relevant 
departments and agencies 
are looking into the matter 
and it would be premature 
to make a public comment 
at this stage.

Asked about President 
Donald Trump’s remarks 
about the funding of USD 
21 million for “voter turnout 
in India”, Jaiswal said, “We 
have seen information that 
has been put out by the US 
administration regarding 
certain US activities and 
funding. These are obvi-

ously very deeply troubling. 
This has led to concerns 
about foreign interference 
in India’s internal affairs. 
Relevant departments and 
agencies are looking into 
this matter.”

“It would be premature 
to make a public comment 
at this stage. So, relevant 
authorities are looking into, 
and hopefully we can come 
up with an update on that 
subsequently,” the MEA 
spokesperson said.

Addressing the FII PRI-

ORITY Summit in Mi-
ami, Florida on Thursday, 
Trump questioned the Unit-
ed States’ allocation of USD 
21 million for voter turnout 
efforts in India, comparing 
it to concerns over foreign 
interference in American 
elections while addressing

Highlighting the dispar-
ity in reactions, he stated, 
“21 million dollars in voter 
turnout - why do we need 
to spend 21 million for 
voter turnout in India? I 
guess they were trying to 
get somebody else elected. 
We have got to tell the In-
dian Government... Because 
when we hear that Russia 
spent about two thousand 
dollars in our country, it was 
a big deal. They took some 
internet ads for two thou-
sand dollars. This is a total 
breakthrough.”

Trump further pointed 
out India’s strong economic 
position and high tariffs on 
US goods, stating, “They got 
a lot of money. 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Friday 
highlighted the success of 
the ongoing MahaKumbh, 
noting that this spiritual fes-
tival will bring more than Rs 
3 lakh crore to the economy 
of the state.

Replying to a question 
asked by Samajwadi Party 
MLA Ragini Sonkar at the 
UP Legislative Assembly 
during the ongoing budget 
session, the Uttar Pradesh 
chief minister also said that 
the government has brought 
more than eight crore people 
out of the poverty line in the 
last eight years.

“We should be proud that 
under the leadership of PM 
Modi, in 10 years, we have 
been able to bring 25 crore 
people above the poverty line 
and in the last eight years, 
our government has brought 
more than six crore people 

out of poverty. This shows 
that there have been changes 
in every sector... The country 
and the world are seeing the 
potential of Uttar Pradesh to-
day, which can be seen asso-
ciated with the organization 
of Maha Kumbh. The Maha 
Kumbh is going to bring a 
growth of more than Rs 3 
lakh crore in the economy of 
UP,” CM Adityanath said.

He also emphasized on the 
government initiatives to em-
power women, noting that 
20 per cent of women have 
been recruited into the Uttar 
Pradesh Police.

“Work has been done for 
women empowerment. In 
UP Police, 20 per cent of the 
recruitments were of women. 
They got employment oppor-
tunities in every sector,” CM 

Adityanath said.
The Uttar Pradesh CM said 

that under the double-engine 
government of BJP, the state 
has become the second larg-
est economy in the country 
and is on its way to achieve 
the target of one trillon USD, 
becoming the largest econo-
my in the country by 2029.

“UP was put in the catego-
ry of BIMARU states of the 
country during Samajwadi 
Party government. It was 
made the 6th-7th economy of 
the country. Due to the efforts 
of the double-engine govern-
ment of the last 8 years, it 
has become the 2nd largest 
economy, and in 2029, Uttar 
Pradesh will become a one 
trillion dollar economy and 
the largest economy of the 
country...” Yogi said.

Yogi also highlighted the 
success of Global Investment 
Summit held in February of 
2023, saying that the state has 
become the best investment 
destination of the country.

Deeply troubling: MEA on US 
information on funding in India

Maha Kumbh to bring more than Rs 3 lakh 
cr in UP’s economy: CM Yogi Adityanath

Crucial farmer-govt meet to end stalemate today This is a double-engine govt with no 
engine: Rahul hits out at BJP's UP govt
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NIA chargesheets 
two aides of 
Khalistani terrorist 
Arsh Dala 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has charge-
sheeted two key aides of Can-
ada-based Khalistani desig-
nated individual terrorist 
Arshdeep Singh alias Arsh 
Dala in the terror-gangster 
syndicate case, the agency 
said in a statement on Friday.

The anti-terror agency filed 
the chargesheet on Thurs-
day before a special court in 
Delhi against Neeraj Pandit 
alias Neeraj Faridpuria and 
Anil Singh in the case.

As per NIA investiga-
tions, Arsh Dala, a member 
of Khalistan Tiger Force 
(KTF), was funding a terror 
gangster syndicate in India, 
of which the two men were a 
part. NIA said its investiga-
tions have revealed that the 
two charge-sheeted accused 
were in continuous contact 
with Dala and various gang 
members of the Bambiha 
gang.
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Bhutan Prime Minister 
Tshering Tobgay has called 
School of Ultimate Leader-
ship (SOUL) a “brainchild” 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and a testament to PM 
Modi’s unwavering commit-
ment to nurturing leaders 
and empowering them to 
serve India.

In his address at the SOUL 
Leadership Conclave in Delhi 
on Friday, Tobgay referred to 
PM Modi as his “mentor and 
elder brother” and said that 
he is inspired to work even 
harder as a public servant 
when he meets him.

Tshering Tobgay said, 
“Prime Minister, my elder 
brother, every time I have 
the opportunity of meeting 
you, I am overcome with joy. 
Your Excellency, Prime Min-
ister, my mentor, every time 
I meet you, I am inspired 
to work even harder as a 
public servant. Your Excel-
lency, ladies and gentlemen, 
friends, I bring to you warm 
greetings of His Majesty the 
King of Bhutan. Today is an 
important day in Bhutan as 
it is the birth anniversary of 
His Majesty the King. I am 
delighted that I am celebrat-
ing this auspicious occasion 
in India among friends led by 
the Honourable Prime Min-
ister and including all the 

distinguished guests here.”
“I invite all of you to join 

me in offering our prayers 
and birthday greetings to 
our beloved monarch, King 
Jigme. To the leadership, 
management, faculty of the 
School of Ultimate Leader-
ship, I congratulate you on 
your combined vision and 
dedication in bringing this 
important institution to life. 
The School of Ultimate Lead-
ership is the brainchild of 
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi and it is yet another 
testament to the Prime Min-
ister’s unwavering commit-
ment to nurturing authentic 
leaders and empowering 
them to serve the great Re-
public of India,” he added. 
Tshering Tobgay said that 
he has come here as a student 
and is excited to learn about 
leadership from PM Modi. 
Making some of his remarks 

in Hindi, Tobgay called it an 
“ideal opportunity” as he will 
be learning about leadership 
from PM Modi and called 
him the “greatest leader” of 
the world. “I feel compelled 
to clarify right from the start 
that I do not have lessons to 
offer on leadership. I’m hard-
ly qualified for that. Instead, 
I’m here as a student to learn. 
I am here today, myself, as a 
student and this student has 
been given the opportunity 
to learn this quality of lead-
ership. This is an ideal op-
portunity because I will be 
learning about leadership 
from the greatest leader of 
the world, respected Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
I am very excited to learn 
about leadership. In you, PM 
Modi Ji, I see in you the im-
age of an elder brother, who 
always guides and helps me,” 
he said.

'SOUL testament to PM Modi’s 
commitment to nurture leaders'
TDG NETWORK 
new delhi   

The Prime Minister inaugurated the first edition of SOUL Leadership Conclave

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Friday 
that India is emerging 

as a global powerhouse and 
needs world-class leaders 
to sustain this momentum 
across all sectors. He stressed 
on the need for energetic lead-
ers in India who can navigate 
global complexities and ad-
dress needs.

Speaking at the Inaugural 
Session of the School of Ul-
timate Leadership (SOUL) 
Leadership Conclave here in 
Delhi, the Prime Minister stat-
ed that India needs to prepare 
individuals who move ahead 
with an Indian mindset and 
understand the international 
mindset.

“Today, India is emerging 
as a global powerhouse. We 
need world-class leaders and 
international leadership to 
ensure that this momentum 
and speed are strong in every 
sector. Leadership institu-
tions like SOUL can prove to 
be game changers in this. Such 
international institutions are 
not just our choice; they are 
our necessity. Today, India 
also needs energetic leaders 
in every sector who can find 
solutions to global complexi-

ties and needs,” he said.
He further stressed on the 

need for leaders who pri-
oritize national interests 
while engaging on the global 
stage. “We have to prepare 
such individuals who move 

ahead with an Indian mind 
and understand the interna-

tional mindset. Those who 
are always ready for strategic 
decision-making, crisis man-
agement and futuristic think-
ing. If we have to compete in 

international markets and in 
global institutions, then we 

need such leaders who under-
stand international business 
dynamics. This is the work 
of SOUL, your scale is big, 
scope is big, and expectations 

from you are equally high,” he 
added.

PM Modi also drew paral-
lels between India’s freedom 
struggle and leadership de-
velopment, saying that the 
movement produced leaders 
not just in politics but across 
various fields.

“When there is a shared pur-
pose, an unprecedented feel-
ing of team spirit guides us. 
When all people walk togeth-
er as co-travellers of a shared 
purpose, a bond develops. 
This process of team build-
ing also gives birth to leader-
ship. What better example of 
shared purpose can there be 
than our freedom struggle? 
Our freedom struggle created 
leaders not only in politics but 
also in other sectors. Today we 
have to relive the same spirit 
of the freedom movement. 
Taking inspiration from that, 
we have to move forward,” he 
said.

Expressing optimism about 
SOUL’s role in shaping future 
leaders, PM Modi called its es-
tablishment an important step 
toward “Viksit Bharat.” He 
said that SOUL’s large cam-
pus near the GIFT City would 
soon be operational and 
would also set benchmarks in 
architectural excellence.

India needs leaders in every sector 
to address global issues: PM Modi 
TDG Network
New Delhi ‘SOUL can be game changer’
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n	 Such international institutions are not just our choice; they are our necessity. 
Today, India also needs energetic leaders in every sector who can find solu-
tions to global complexities and needs,” he said.

n	 “We have to prepare such individuals who move ahead with an Indian mind 
and understand the international mindset. Those who are always ready for 
strategic decision-making, crisis management and futuristic thinking

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Bhutan Prime Minister 
Tshering Tobgay at the first edition of the SOUL Leadership 
Conclave, at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurates the first edition of the SOUL Leadership Conclave 
as Bhutan Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay looks on, at Bharat Mandapam, in New Delhi on 
Friday. ANI

Hopes pinned on Union Agri Minister Shivraj to make progress

Devotees take a dip at Triveni Sangam ahead of 'Maha 
Shivratri' during the ongoing Maha Kumbh 2025, in Prayagraj 
on Friday. ANI
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students in the country. 
The MEA has been in 
constant touch with the 
Odisha government and 
KIIT authorities since the 
matter and this situation 
came to light,” Jaiswal said 
while addressing a media 
briefing in Delhi.

The MEA spokesper-
son added, “We have also 

maintained close contact 
with the Nepalese authori-
ties. We have taken sev-
eral steps with the Odisha 
government along with 
the KIIT institutions. The 
Odisha government has 
made several arrests of the 
accused. Cases have been 
filed. The government of 
Odisha has also made a 
high-level fact-finding 
committee with which 
appropriate legal and ad-

ministrative action will be 
taken going forward.”
“The Odisha government 
is also taking steps to fa-
cilitate the return of Ne-
pali students and ensure 
their safety, security and 
participation in academic 
activities,” he said. He fur-
ther said that the Odisha 
police and local police in 
Bhubaneswar have also 
established a 24/7 number 
for Nepali students. 

‘Every language is mainstream’

‘Committed to safety of Int’l students’

‘Stunned at Trump’s expose’

‘No imposing of Hindi in TN’

Kash Patel is FBI 
Director

Kailash Yatra, direct 
flights at centre of talks

Saini, Manohar Lal 
stranded on the road

Continued from p1

Continued from p1

Continued from p1

Continued from p1

Continued from p1

Continued from p1

added, “President Trump 
has officially signed the 
commission. Follow Kash 
on his new X account: @
FBIDirectorKash.

The White House wel-
comed the confirmation of 
Kash Patel as the new FBI 
Director, describing it as an 
important step in executing 
President Donald Trump’s 
agenda to restore integrity 

and uphold the rule of law.
The White House further 

emphasised that the FBI 
will now refocus on its core 
mission of enforcing justice 
fairly and without bias.

Sharing a post on X, the 
White House wrote, “@FBI-
DirectorKash Patel’s confir-
mation as FBI Director is a 
crucial step in executing 
President Trump’s agenda 
to restore integrity and up-
hold the rule of law.”

nism between India and 
China on January 27.

A statement by MEA said 
that “As agreed between 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and President Xi 
Jinping at their meeting in 
Kazan in October, the two 
sides reviewed the state of 
India-China bilateral rela-
tions comprehensively and 
agreed to take certain people-
centric steps to stabilize and 
rebuild ties”. The two sides 
decided to resume the Kai-
lash Mansarovar Yatra in the 

summer of 2025; the relevant 
mechanism will discuss the 
modalities for doing so as per 
existing agreements.

India organizes the KMY 
annually between June and 
September through the Lip-
ulekh Pass (since 1981) in Ut-
tarakhand and the Nathu La 
Pass (since 2015) in Sikkim.

Before the flights were sus-
pended due to the pandemic 
and the Galwan clash in 
2020, the two countries had 
539 direct flights per month, 
with a total seat capacity of 
over 1.25 lakh.

between security agencies 
to prevent such disruptions 
in the future. He noted that 
incidents like this should 
not occur, as they hinder the 
movement of high-ranking 
officials. “We were traveling 
from the Chief Minister’s 
residence to Haryana Niwas 
when we found the gate on 
the road in front of Punjab 
Bhawan locked. This road 
leads to Haryana Niwas, 
and it should not have been 
closed,” Saini stated.

He added, “I was informed 

that there was some issue at 
Punjab Bhawan. This road 
sees frequent VVIP move-
ment at all hours, and it 
should not have been shut. 
I was also told that Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann had ordered security 
deployment there.”

Following the incident, 
authorities have decided to 
conduct quarterly reviews 
of security arrangements. 
Senior police officials will 
now report any such inci-
dents to the Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) for 
further action. 

“We are promoting educa-
tion in all major languages, 
including Marathi. The 
youth of Maharashtra can 
easily pursue higher educa-
tion, engineering, and medi-
cal studies in Marathi. We 
have changed the mindset 
that overlooked talent due to 
a lack of English proficiency. 
We all say that literature is 
the mirror of society. It also 
guides society’s direction. 
Therefore, literary confer-
ences and institutions con-
nected to literature play a 
very important role in the 
country,” PM Modi said.

Speaking on the legacy of 
Marathi, the Prime Minister 
said that it had provided the 

country with “rich” Dalit 
literature and other aspects, 
including science fiction, 
while in the past, people from 
Maharashtra made contribu-
tions to Ayurveda, Science 
and logical reasoning.

“In the country, the Marathi 
language has given us a very 
rich Dalit literature. Due to 
its modern thinking, Marathi 
literature has also created 
works of science fiction. In 
the past, people from Maha-
rashtra have made incredible 
contributions to Ayurveda, 
science, and logical reason-
ing,” he added. Remember-
ing the many saints from Ma-
harashtra renowned for their 
efforts to bring out social 
change, PM Modi said that 

they used Marathi as their 
medium of communication 
to provide a new direction 
to society during the Bhakti 
movement.

“Many saints from Ma-
harashtra provided a new 
direction to society through 
the Bhakti movement, us-
ing the Marathi language as 
their medium. During the 
long period of hundreds of 
years of slavery, the Marathi 
language became a symbol 
of freedom from invaders. 
Marathi warriors such as 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, 
Sambhaji Maharaj, and Baji 
Rao Peshwa defeated their 
enemies and brought them 
to their knees,” the Prime 
Minister said. 

small amount,” Dhankhar 
said while speaking at the 
second Global Conference 
of Meditation at Bharat 
Mandapam in New Delhi.

“We must get to the roots 
of it. It must be eradicated 
from the root. We must find 
out who are those people 
who accepted this kind of 
invasion. We must expose 
them...,” V-P Dhankhar 
added.

Trump, on Thursday (lo-
cal time), again questioned 
the US government’s alloca-
tion of USD 21 million for 

voter turnout in India, call-
ing it a “kickback scheme”. 
He also spoke about the 
funding of USD 21 million 
for strengthening the politi-
cal landscape in Bangladesh 
and USD 19 million for bio-
diversity in Nepal.

Addressing the Repub-
lican Governors Asso-
ciation (RGA) meeting, 
Trump said, “And USD 21 
million for voter turnout 
in India. Why are we car-
ing about India turnout? 
We got enough problems. 
We want our own turnout, 
don’t we? Can you imagine 

all that money going to In-
dia? I wonder what they 
think when they get it. Now, 
it’s a kickback scheme. You 
know, it’s not like they get 
it and they spend, they kick 
it back to the people that 
send it.

I would say in many cases, 
many of these cases, any-
time you have no idea what 
we’re talking about, that 
means there’s a kickback 
because nobody has any 
idea what’s going on there. 
USD 29 million to strength-
en the political landscape in 
Bangladesh. 

neously, it has to be rooted 
in India.

“It has to promote lin-
guistic and cultural heri-
tage from states like Tamil 
Nadu. The Government of 
India is conducting all the 
entrance examinations in 
all major 13 languages and 
one among them is Tamil 
also,” he said.

The Union Education 
Minister stressed further 
that Prime Minister Modi’s 
government is committed 
to glorifying Tamil Nadu’s 
language and heritage.

“PM Modi announced In-
dia’s first Thiruvallur cul-
tural centre in Singapore 
to promote Tamil thoughts 

globally. This is our com-
mitment. Since 1968, suc-
cessive governments have 
implemented a language 
formula in the education 
sector. By not implement-
ing NEP 2020, we are de-
priving students, teachers 
and parents of the global 
opportunity. Education 
should not be politicized. 
Even many non-BJP states 
are implementing the NEP. 
They are taking all the co-
operation from the Cen-
tre,” Dharmendra Pradhan 
said.

“Tamil Nadu is losing Rs 
5000 crore by not imple-
menting PM Shri schools 
which is focused on scien-
tific education, teaching 
methods in Tamil language 

because NEP is being em-
phasized to teaching in 
mother tongue up to class 
eighth,” he added.

Pradhan also appealed to 
Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin 
that the Centre is committed 
to developing all parts of the 
country.

“I appeal to the Chief Min-
ister of Tamil Nadu that the 
Government of India is 
committed to developing 
all parts of the country, and 
specifically, the Prime Min-
ister is very proud of Tamil 
literature and language,” he 
said. Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin had written a 
letter to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi regarding the 
release of ‘Samagra Shiksha’ 
funds for the state.

‘Because of Sangh I connected 
with Marathi language and 
culture’: PM Modi

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday praised 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS), which was 
celebrating its centenary, 
saying that it was because of 
Sangh that he got a chance 
to connect with Marathi 
language and culture.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed gratitude that 
Marathi was granted clas-
sical language status dur-
ing his tenure, for which, 
12 crore Marathi-speaking 
people across the world 
were waiting.

“It is because of Sangh 
that I was able to connect 
to Marathi language and 
culture. A few months 
ago, Marathi was granted 
Classical Language status. 
There are over 12 crore 
people in the world who 
speak Marathi. I got the 
opportunity to grant clas-

sical status to Marathi, 
and I consider it as my 
good fortune,” PM Modi 
said, addressing the gath-
ering at the 98th Akhil 
Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya 
Sammelan at Vigyan Bha-
van here.

Giving credit  to  the 
RSS for his learnings of 
Marathi culture and lan-
guage, the Prime Minister 
said that the Sangh was 
indulged in performing a 
cultural ‘yagna’ to preach 
India’s culture to its youth. 

“This conference is being 
held as we complete 350 
years of Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji Maharaj’s coronation. 

I  a l s o  r e m e m b e r  a 
Marathi-speaking man 
who established Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
nearly 100 years ago. RSS 
is celebrating its cente-
nary while also carry-
ing out cultural yagna to 
preach India’s culture to 
the youth, just like Vive-

kananda. I consider my-
self fortunate that, like 
millions of others, the RSS 
has inspired me to live 
for the nation,” PM Modi 
said.

On the occasion of Inter-
national Mother Language 
Day, remembering the re-
nowned saint Dnyanesh-
war.

“Today is the Interna-
tional Mother Language 
Day. At the invitation of 
Sharad Pawar, I am get-
ting the opportunity to 
join this proud tradition. 

When I  think about 
Marathi, I remember Saint 
Dnyaneshwar’s words 
when he said, ‘Marathi is 
sweeter than nectar’. 

Thu s ,  I  ad m i r e  t h e 
Marathi language and cul-
ture. I am not as proficient 
in Marathi as you schol-
ars, but I have constantly 
tried to speak Marathi, 
to learn new words of 
Marathi,” PM Modi said.

TDG Network
New Delhi
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Rohit Sharma-led Team India may 
have more match-winners, but Yu-
vraj Singh believes Pakistan holds 
an edge in Dubai, where they’ve 

played extensively. The must-win 
clash for Pakistan follows their 
loss to New Zealand, worsened 
by Fakhar Zaman’s injury, with 

Imam-ul-Haq replacing him. A win 
secures India’s semifinal spot. Paki-
stan played in UAE after the 2009 
Lahore attack.

India and Pakistan held a 75-minute 
brigade-level flag meeting at Chak-
kan-Da-Bagh in Poonch to ease LoC 

tensions after cross-border firing and 
an IED attack. Both sides emphasised 
peace and agreed to uphold the cease-

fire agreement. Ceasefire violations 
have been rare since the renewed pact 
on February 25, 2021, officials said.

86% people are excited for India-Pakistan match 56% believe cross-border infiltration will stop  
after flag meeting

the Daily guardian  Survey on  India-Pakistan Flag Meetthe Daily guardian  Survey on  India vs Pak Match: Champions Trophy

Q1. 
Which two teams’ 

clash in cricket 
excites you the most?

Q1. 
Flag meeting was 

held between Indian 
and Pakistani military 

officers. What will be the 
impact?

Q3. 
The statistics of India-Pakistan 

clashes in Dubai favour 
Pakistan. Do you think this will 

affect Team India’s morale in the 
match on 23rd February?

Q3. 
Are Indian Army and 

security agencies fully 
prepared to deal with any 

situation on the Line of 
Control (LOC)?

 Q2. 
Between India and 
Pakistan, which team do 
you find more balanced?

 Q2. 
After these meetings, 
will Pakistan-sponsored 
terrorism and cross-border 
infiltration stop?

 Q4. 
Which Indian batsman will 
be the most crucial in the 
Champions Trophy match 
against Pakistan?

 Q4. 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
said that after the terrorist 
attack on security forces, 
there should be no talks 
with Pakistan. What is your 
opinion?

  A- Pakistan will not improve

 � B- Tension on the LOC will reduce

 � C- Can’t say
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Directorate of Enforcement 
(ED), Chennai Zonal Office 
has provisionally attached 
three immovable proper-
ties registered in the name 
of Tamil film director S. 
Shankar, with a total value 
of Rs.10.11 crore (approx.) 
under the provisions of Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA), 2002.

ED attached the proper-
ties on February 17. As per a 
release, ED initiated investi-
gation on the basis of a com-
plaint filed by Aarur Tam-
ilnadan against S. Shankar 
before the 13th Metropolitan 

Magistrate Court, Egmore, 
Chennai, on May 19, 2011.

The complaint alleges that 
the storyline of the movie 
Enthiran (Robot), directed 
by S. Shankar, was copied 
from a story titled Jiguba 
authored by Aarur Tamil-
nadan, thereby rendering 

S. Shankar liable for viola-
tions under the Copyright 
Act, 1957, and IPC, 1860.

As per the release, “The in-
vestigation revealed that S. 
Shankar received a substan-
tial remuneration of Rs. 11.5 
crore for his multifaceted 
contributions to Enthiran, 
including story develop-
ment, screenplay, dialogues, 
and direction. Furthermore, 
an independent report by 
the Film and Television In-
stitute of India (FTII) identi-
fied striking similarities be-
tween the story Jiguba and 
the movie Enthiran. This re-
port, which examined nar-
rative structure, character 

development, and thematic 
elements, lends significant 
support to the plagiarism 
allegations against Shan-
kar. The movie ‘Enthiran’ 
(Robot) featuring Rajnikant 
and Aishwarya Rai as main 
lead grossed Rs. 290 crore 
worldwide, making it an 
all-time blockbuster at the 
time.”

The release stated, “Based 
on the substantial evidence 
and records in hand, it has 
been determined that S. 
Shankar has violated Sec-
tion 63 of the Copyright Act, 
1957--a violation now classi-
fied as a scheduled offence 
under the PMLA, 2002.”

Prakash Ambedkar, the 
leader of the Vanchit Ba-
hujan Aghadi (VBA) and a 
witness in the Bhima Kore-
gaon case, on Friday filed 
an application before the 
Bhima Koregaon Inquiry 
Commission.

In  t h e  ap p l i c at i o n , 
Ambedkar claimed that in 
2020, NCP leader Sharad 
Pawar had submitted a set 
of documents to then-Chief 
Minister Uddhav Thac-
keray. These documents, 
according to Ambedkar, 
contained allegations that 
Devendra Fadnavis, the 
then CM, and the Pune 
police were responsible for 
the violence that took place 
during the Bhima Koregaon 
incident.

Ambedkar has requested 
the commission to produce 
these documents and, if 
necessary, summon Sha-
rad Pawar to testify before 
the commission regarding 
the matter. According to 
Ambedkar, the documents 
submitted by Pawar, which 
included a complaint, were 

forwarded to the Chief 
Minister’s office in January 
2020. Ambedkar believes 
that these documents are 
crucial for the inquiry into 
the incident and should be 
examined as part of the on-
going investigation.

Advocate Shishir Hiray, 
the Special Public Prosecu-
tor for the Bhima Koregaon 
Commission, provided an 
update on the inquiry. He 
said, “We are at the last 
phase of the hearing on the 
inquiry commission set up 
for inquiring the incidents 
which occurred on the 1st 
of January 2018 at the Ko-
regaon area, which is pop-
ularly known as the Koreg-

aon Bhima incident, which 
happened at the backdrop 
of the Elgaar Parishad and 
various investigation was 
carried out regarding the 
Elgaar Parishad and its link 
with the Koregaon incidents 
also.” Hiray explained that 
the inquiry is now in its 
final stages and has been 
investigating the circum-
stances surrounding the 
January 1, 2018, violence, as 
well as the role of the Elgaar 
Parishad event in it.

He continued, “Today, Ad-
vocate Prakash Ambedkar, 
alias Balasaheb Ambedkar 
had filed one application 
before Honorable Com-
mission and whereby he 
is seeking to call those all 
documents which were 
filed or which were submit-
ted by Honorable Sharadji 
Pawar with then CM Ud-
dhavji Thackeray and in 
that particular application 
as per the version of Mr. 
Ambedkar, certain allega-
tions were made by Pawar 
Saheb regarding the nexus 
of then CM Devendraji Fad-
navis and police mercenary 
in order to occurrence of the 
incident. 

Emphasising that Karna-
taka’s economy is strong 
enough to withstand the 
BJP’s alleged “betrayals”, 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Friday 
said, the state will continue 
to fight for its rights against 
the “injustices” of the saf-
fron party-led central gov-
ernment under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

He also urged the oppo-
sition in the state to stop 
spreading lies and to join 
hands with his government 
in working for the welfare 
of Karnataka’s people.

The Chief Minister said 
this in response to the alle-
gations made by opposition 
leaders, including BJP State 
President B Y Vijayendra, 
former CM and MP Basa-
varaj Bommai, and others, 
regarding the state’s finan-
cial situation, while noting 

that they have claimed that 
the state’s economy is de-
clining, and that Karnataka 
is heading towards bank-
ruptcy, and that the finan-
cial system has collapsed.

“The reality is that during 
the BJP’s rule, the state’s 
economy was pushed to 
the brink of collapse. Now, 
while sitting in the opposi-
tion, they are speaking as if 
they are great economists. 
Our government is work-
ing hard to bring the state’s 

economy back on track af-
ter the mismanagement and 
chaos caused by the BJP’s 
irresponsible financial 

policies. It is unfortunate 
that the BJP cannot accept 
or understand this,” he said 
in a statement

“We are providing over 
Rs 90,000 crore annu-
ally directly to the people 
through DBT and subsi-
dies, including Rs 10,400 
crore for senior citizens, 
disabled persons, widows, 
and others,” he said. The 
central government contrib-
utes only Rs 450 crore, the 
same as during former PM 
Manmohan Singh’s tenure, 
he added.

Karnataka’s fiscal disci-
pline is intact. The fiscal 

deficit is below 3 per cent, 
and total liabilities are 
within 25 percent of GSDP, 
he further said that “during 
the BJP’s rule, these were 
out of control. Our capital 
expenditure is better than 
neighbouring progressive 
states.”

Alleging that PM Modi’s 
economic policies have de-
stabilised state finances, 
he said, in March 2014 all 
states’ combined debt was 
Rs 25 lakh crore.

“Now, it has exceeded Rs 
95 lakh crore, an increase of 
Rs 70 lakh crore in 10 years. 
States are suffering due to 
the central government’s 
policies, and the central 
economy is also weaken-
ing,” he added while alleg-
ing mismanagements by 
the BJP in the state while 
it was in power. The CM 
has also accused the Modi 
government of doing great 
injustice to Karnataka in tax 
devolution.

Tamil Nadu Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) President K 
Annamalai on Friday de-
manded that a survey be 
conducted in government 
schools to determine the 
language students wish to 
learn. He said that the state 
government must appoint 
teachers on the basis of the 
survey results.

“A statewide survey 
should be conducted among 
government school stu-
dents to determine which 
languages they wish to 
learn. Based on the results, 
teachers for those languages 

should be appointed accord-
ingly,” Annamalai posted on 
X.

Hitting out at the Drav-
ida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) government in Tamil 
Nadu, Annamalai said that 
the state government re-
sponded vaguely to the let-
ter written by Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan that there were not 

enough teachers.
“The Union Education 

Minister had written a let-
ter to the Chief Minister 
MK Stalin asking them not 
to politicise the education 
of Tamil Nadu students. In 
response, the Tamil Nadu 
government, along with 
the usual vague excuses, 
has said that there are not 
enough teachers to teach 
languages other than Hin-
di,” the BJP leader added.

He said that the Tamil 
Nadu government has ac-
knowledged that the centre 
was not only introducing 
Hindi as the third language. 
However, Annamalai ex-
pressed his reservations 

over the fast appointment 
of teachers, implying that 
the DMK government in the 
state would not immediately 
appoint them.

“First, we appreciate that 
the Tamil Nadu government 
has acknowledged that the 
Union government is not 
introducing only Hindi as 
the third language. Given 
that several teacher vacan-
cies remain unfilled, no one 
familiar with the DMK gov-
ernment would expect it to 
appoint teachers for other 
Indian languages imme-
diately. However, the state 
government can certainly 
initiate the process,” he 
added.

Following Union Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan’s as-
surance, Tamil Nadu Deputy 
Chief Minister Udhayanidhi 
Stalin on Friday reiterated 
DMK’s stand and said that 
the state will never accept the 
National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 and the three-
language policy.

“We are asking for our fi-
nancial rights, which are to 
be given to the people of Tamil 
Nadu. We are asking for edu-
cational funds for Tamil Nadu 
students. They were giving 
funds of rupees 2,150 crores 
for these many years but now 
they are saying we should 
accept NEP, three language 
policy,” Udhayanidhi  said.

“Tamil Nadu has always 
been against the three lan-
guage policy. We have said 
clearly that we will never ac-

cept that,” he asserted.
The Deputy CM also point-

ed out that people have given 
their lives for language in a 
state like Tamil Nadu.

“What is there to do politics 
in this? I don’t understand. 
Tamil Nadu is the state in 
which, for language rights, 
many have given their life. 
You can understand who is 
doing politics,” Udhayani-
dhi said.

Ahead of the 2026 elections, 
the tussle between DMK and 

BJP is getting fierce with de-
bate over the language policy 
and allocating funds to Tamil 
Nadu.

Earlier today, Union Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan 
strongly criticized Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister MK 
Stalin’s letter to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, accus-
ing him of raising “imaginary 
concerns” driven by political 
motivations.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Pradhan emphasized 

that the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 is not 
imposing any language on a 
state.

“One point I want to re-em-
phasize is that the NEP is not 
recommending imposition of 
any language on the respec-
tive students of a state. That 
means, in no way the NEP is 
recommending imposition of 
Hindi in Tamil Nadu,” Dhar-
mendra Pradhan asserted.

He emphasized that the pri-
mary essence of the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
is to bring global standards 
to education, and simultane-
ously, it has to be rooted in 
India.

“It has to promote linguis-
tic and cultural heritage 
from states like Tamil Nadu. 
The Government of India is 
conducting all the entrance 
examinations in all major 13 
languages and one among 
them is Tamil also,” he said.

We will never accept three-language policy: Udhayanidhi 

Prakash Ambedkar seeks production of 
Sharad’s documents in Bhima Koregaon case

Karnataka will continue to fight against Centre’s ‘injustices’, says Siddaramaiah

Vijayan tells global investors, industry leaders at Global Investors Summit 2025 in Kochi.
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ED attaches Rs 10.11 crore worth of 
properties of Kollywood director Shankar

NEP row: BJP’s Annamalai demands statewide 
survey in govt schools on language preference

Kerala is set to trans-
form into a major in-
vestment hub, Chief 

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
said at the Global Investors 
Summit 2025 in Kochi.

Addressing global inves-
tors, policymakers, and 
industry experts, he high-
lighted Kerala’s evolving 
investment landscape and 
the state’s efforts to build an 
investor-friendly environ-
ment.

He said, “Kerala is a state 
renowned for its natural 
beauty and has been an at-
traction for tourists from 
within the country and 
abroad. Kerala’s investment 
scenario is on the cusp of 
history. We are witnessing 
progress and change for 
the better in our investment 
arena.”

He added, “It is at this 
juncture that this Summit 
is taking place, bringing 
together global investors, 
visionaries in the field, ex-
perts and policymakers 
aiming to explore the invest-
ment potential of Kerala and 

witness our initiatives to-
wards building an investor-
friendly architecture in the 
state. The changes we have 
brought about now are not 
incremental but substan-
tial.”

He emphasized the gov-
ernment’s role in creating a 
favourable investment cli-
mate, stating that Kerala’s 
policies are designed not 
just for short-term gains 

but for long-term economic 
transformation.

“Kerala has become a note-
worthy example of achiev-
ing a high score in human 
development indicators, is 
now taking a leap towards 
achieving the status of an 
investment hub. The gov-
ernment here considers that 
it has a great role to play as 
a facilitator and a catalyst. 
We have taken a holistic 

view and are paying equal 
attention to all matters from 
policy formulation to the 
last mile implementation,” 
he added.

Union Minister Jayant 
Chaudhary, who also spoke 
at the event, stressed the 
importance of stability and 
long-term policy vision 
for investors. He praised 
Kerala for its focus on edu-
cation and skill develop-

ment, which he described as 
critical factors in attracting 
global investments.

“People want the rule 
of law. People want rule-
abiding citizenry, respect 
for the law, and respect for 
rules, and they want long-
term visibility. Our Prime 
Minister is perhaps the best 
in goal setting. It is not just 
about the size and scale of 
announcements getting 
made,” Chaudhary said.

He urged investors to take 
note of Kerala’s commit-
ment to nurturing a skilled 
workforce, which is crucial 
for industries such as tech-
nology, manufacturing, and 
services.“No longer can In-
dia be considered a back of-
fice. India is where the heart 
of innovation is beating and 
thriving, and that’s where I 
invite you to pay attention to 
how Kerala has always been 
investing in educating and 
skilling its younger people. 
There’s a recent report that 
says that the highest spend-
ing on higher education is 
happening in Kerala across 
all the states,” Chaudhary 
said. 

Kerala taking leap towards 
becoming investment hub: CM
TDG Network
Kochi

TDG NETWORK
Chennai

tdg network
Mumbai
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Over 50 CPI(M) 
workers booked for 
locking up police 
officers in Kerala

Thalassery Police on Friday 
registered a case against over 
50 CPI (M) workers for alleg-
edly locking up police offi-
cers and releasing an accused 
individual from custody on 
Thursday.

The accused, a CPI(M) work-
er, was wanted in connection 
with an assault on four police 
personnel during a temple fes-
tival the previous day.

As per police, “A case has 
been registered against over 
50 CPI (M) workers for alleg-
edly locking up police officers 
who were attempting to take 
into custody a person accused 
of assaulting police personnel 
a day ago amidst a temple fes-
tival near Thalassery.”

TDG NETWORK
Kannur 

Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs, Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar, on Friday slammed 
the Telangana government 
over its promise to fill two 
lakh jobs within a year, stat-
ing that while they issued a 
notification for 25,000 jobs, 
not a single one has been filled 
so far.

Bandi visited Peddapalli 
district headquarters as part 
of the MLC election cam-
paign. Along with local lead-
ers Gujjula Ramakrishna 
Reddy, district president San-
jeeva Reddy, and other party 
members, he addressed the 
media and strongly criticized 
the Congress government.

“The Congress government 
has completely betrayed un-
employed youth, employees, 
and teachers. None of their 
promises have been fulfilled. 
The struggles of unemployed 
graduates from degree, PG, 
engineering, and MBA back-
grounds are beyond descrip-
tion. Didn’t they promise to 

fill two lakh jobs within a 
year? They issued a notifica-
tion for 25,000 jobs, but not 
a single one has been filled so 
far. The recruitment process 
is ongoing at various stages, 
yet they falsely claim to have 
filled 55,000 posts, which are 
actually from notifications is-
sued by the previous govern-
ment,” he said.

“They also promised to 
provide Rs 4,000 monthly 
unemployment assistance 
to youth. After 14 months in 
power, Congress now owes 
Rs 56,000 per unemployed 
person. Due to the non-pay-
ment of fee reimbursement 
arrears, pending dues have 

piled up to Rs 7,500 crore. As 
a result, educational institu-
tions are unable to pay sala-
ries to teachers and lectur-
ers on time. Some ministers 
are reportedly saying that 
reimbursement bills will be 
cleared only if a 15 per cent 
commission is given. Could 
there be anything more cor-
rupt than this?” he added.

He further said, “That’s why 
I appeal to all graduates, em-
ployees, and teachers voting 
in the MLC elections... This 
election is between Con-
gress’s betrayal and BJP’s 
fight for justice. The entire 
state is awaiting the verdict 
of these elections. Along with 
you, the common people are 
also waiting for your decision. 
I urge you to vote for the BJP-
supported candidates and 
help them win.”

The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) has scheduled 
MLC elections in Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh for 
February 27, from 8 AM to 4 
PM, while the counting will 
be conducted on March 3. 

Union Min attacks Telangana Cong 
govt for not fulfilling promise on jobs
TDG NETWORK 
Peddapalli 

‘Investment arena changing for better’

n	 “Kerala is a state re-
nowned for its natural 
beauty and has been 
an attraction for tour-
ists from within the 
country and abroad. 
Kerala’s investment 
scenario is on the 
cusp of history. We 
are witnessing prog-
ress and change for 
the better in our investment arena,” says 

n	 “Kerala has become a noteworthy example of achieving a high score in hu-
man development indicators, is now taking a leap towards achieving the 
status of an investment hub. The government here considers that it has a 
great role to play as a facilitator and a catalyst,” he added.

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal with 
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan during the Invest 
Kerala Global Summit 2025, in Kochi on Friday. ANI
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Aarogya Mandirs’ 
and digitisation are 
focus of new govt 

No halt 
for free 
bus 
service

CM shakes up 
admin, scraps 
personal staff of 
ex-CM, ministers

Fixing potholes 
and water supply 
priority too 

With the formation of the 
BJP government in Delhi, 
an action plan has been 
prepared to introduce key 
reforms in the healthcare 
sector, which includes digi-
tisation of health services, 
setting up of ‘Aarogya Man-
dirs’, filling up various va-
cancies of medial superin-
tendents and completion of 
under-construction hospi-
tals, officials said on Friday.

They said that many 
state-run hospitals have 
been facing an acute short-
age of medical superinten-
dents (MS) and medical 
directors (MD), with some 
officials managing two 
hospitals simultaneously, 
which affects the function-
ing of health facilities.

Addressing this issue is 
a priority, he said, adding 
that the government is ex-
pected to take steps to pre-
vent disruptions in medical 
services and ensure that 
people continue to receive 
essential healthcare facili-
ties without any hindrance.

Along with that, the 
Health Information Man-
agement System (HIMS) 

and the enforcement of the 
Clinical Establishments 
Act will also be reviewed, a 
health official said.

“For the past year, we 
have been highlighting 
gaps in the health sector. 

Now that all departments 
have been directed to pre-
pare a blueprint for the first 
100 days of work, some 
key proposals are under 
consideration,” the official 
added.

He said that HIMS has 
been a long-standing de-
mand of the Delhi govern-
ment. 

“This system is a funda-
mental requirement for 
hospital management, and 
its implementation will sig-
nificantly improve health-
care services,” he said.

HIMS, which is free of 
cost and helps curb cor-
ruption, is a government-
to-government (G2G) 
web-based Monitoring In-
formation System launched 
by the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare (Mo-
HFW) in October 2008. 

It aims to provide key in-
puts for policy formulation 
and programme interven-
tions but was not approved 
by the AAP government.

A day after taking oath, Delhi’s new Health and Transport 
Minister Pankaj Singh on Thursday assured that the free 
bus service for women will continue under the BJP-led gov-
ernment and directed officials to submit a detailed report 
on the functioning of Mohalla Clinics. Singh, who has been 
allocated the health, transport, and information technology 
portfolios, took oath on Wednesday along with five other 
cabinet ministers in the newly formed Rekha Gupta gov-
ernment.

“Public transport will remain free as promised. We are 
committed to improving facilities further,” Singh said.

He assured that free public transport for women will not be 
discontinued and said that the government plans to improve 
introduce new benefits in public transport.

Singh, a 48-year-old debutant legislator and a prominent 
Purvanchali face in the new government, is a dental sur-
geon-turned-politician. Speaking about the Mohalla Clinics, 
Singh said, he has asked the Health Secretary to submit a re-
port detailing their operations, including the total number of 
functional clinics, staffing, property ownership status, and 
the frequency of doctor visits.

The minister said that he has also inquired about clinics 
where doctors do not visit but bills are still being generated. 
He further claimed that, according to his assessment, 30 to 
40 percent of Mohalla Clinics do not even open regularly.

Addressing the shortage of the clinics, he said inspections 
will be conducted, and necessary actions will be taken based 
on the results. 

He assured that visible changes will take place within 100 
days. Singh also sought a comprehensive report on pending 
healthcare projects, which is expected by February 27, fol-
lowing which further steps will be taken.

On the Ayushman Bharat health insurance scheme, he 
said, “We had sent the Ayushman Bharat file to the Centre. 
Now that it has returned, we will make all efforts to imple-
ment it by next week.” 

As a doctor himself, Singh stressed the impor-
tance of understanding the challenges faced by 
medical professionals and pledged to address  
their concerns. He also highlighted the government’s focus 
on essential services like water supply and sewage manage-
ment. “Discussions are underway to ensure Delhi residents 
get clean drinking water and air.

The Delhi government has 
terminated all co-terminus 
appointments made earlier 
in the offices of former Chief 
Minister and cabinet minis-
ters.

According to the order 
from the Delhi Govern-
ment’s Service Department, 
the formation of a newly 
elected government war-
rants the fresh appointment 
of staff of all categories, as 
appointments automatically 
get terminated upon the res-
ignation of the then-Chief 
Minister and Ministers.

“All the officers, officials 
and staff from various de-
partments, organizations, 
corporations, boards, hos-
pitals, etc. “deployed in di-
verted capacity” in the of-
fices of Chief Minister and 
Ministers shall be deemed 
to have been relieved from 
duties with immediate ef-
fect and shall report to their 
respective departments, 

Boards, Autonomous Bod-
ies, Corporations, Hospitals, 
etc. with immediate effect,” 
the order said. “Accordingly, 
the deployment and ap-
pointment of officers has to 
take place afresh after tak-
ing of oath and assumption 
of Office by the new Chief 
Minister,” it said.

The order mentioned 
that regular staff of DAN-
ICS, DSS, Steno cadre will 
continue to work in their 
respective offices under the 
newly sworn-in, Chief Min-
ister, Minsters till further 
orders.

A day after its formation, 
the BJP-led Delhi govern-
ment headed by Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta directed 
a summer action plan for 
water supply and air qual-
ity, and sought a report on 
mohalla clinics. The gov-
ernment also discussed 
the scheme to provide sub-
sidised cooking gas to the 
entitled people.

The chief minister and her 
council of ministers held 
meetings with the officials 
of the Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) and Delhi Jal 
Board (DJB) in the after-
noon to review the status 
of roads and water supply 
in the city.

Gupta told reporters that 
the meeting assessed the 
condition of roads, many of 
which were potholed. She 
also said the benefits of the 
Ayushman Bharat health 
scheme approved in the 
first meeting of the cabinet 
on Thursday would soon 
be available to the people, 
including the elderly.

The BJP blamed the pre-
vious AAP government for 
the poor condition of roads, 
shortage of drinking water, 
supply of dirty water, sew-
er overflows and choked 
drains in the city in the 
run-up to the recently con-
cluded elections. The chief 
minister and the ministers 
also held meetings with of-
ficers of their departments 
and reviewed the progress 
of ongoing works. The 

buzzword was improv-
ing service delivery and 
strengthening basic ame-
nities for the Delhi people, 
officials said.

Gupta called on President 
Droupadi Murmu and Vice 
President Jagdeep Dhan-
kar. Her cabinet colleague 
Parvesh Verma called on 
the vice president.

Delhi’s Health and Trans-
port Minister Pankaj Ku-
mar Singh assured that the 
free bus service for women 
will continue under the 
BJP-led government, amid 
rumours on the social me-
dia.

He also directed officials 
to submit a detailed report 
on the functioning of the 
mohalla clinics by Thurs-
day next week. Singh also 
sought a comprehensive 
report on pending health-
care projects. 

The report is expected 
by February 27 following 
which further steps will be 
taken, he said.

He said many mohalla 
clinics in the city do not 
have doctors, medicines 
and other facilities. Some 
mohalla clinics run on rent-
ed land, he added. Singh 
said the people of Delhi 
were being “fooled” in the 
name of mohalla clinics for 
the last 10 years.

The mohalla clinics proj-
ect was a flagship scheme 
of the previous AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi. Mohalla 
clinics built on the Delhi 
government’s land will be 
converted into ‘Ayusman 
Aarogya Mandir’, he said.

Former Delhi CM and Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader 
Atishi on Friday hit out 
at Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Delhi Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta, 
questioning the BJP’s com-
mitment to its promises, 
particularly the Rs2,500 
financial assistance scheme 
for women.

“If Modi ji’s guarantee was 
real, the women’s financial 
assistance scheme would 
have been passed in the first 
cabinet meeting. But on her 
very first day as Chief Min-
ister, Rekha Gupta exposed 
Modi ji’s false claims and 
proved that his guarantee 
is no less than ‘Jumla’” Ati-
shi said.

She further stated, “Modi 
ji repeatedly assured from 
every platform that women 
would receive Rs2,500, and 
even BJP President JP Nad-
da said in a press confer-
ence that the scheme would 

be approved in the first cab-
inet meeting. However, this 
has not happened.”

“Modi ji also promised 
that the Rs2,500 amount 
would be transferred to 
women’s bank accounts 
by March 8. I want to ask 
Rekha Gupta--will she once 
again prove Modi ji’s guar-
antee to be false on March 
8?” Atishi questioned.

Her remarks come amid 
growing criticism from the 
opposition over the BJP-led 
Delhi government’s delay in 

implementing key welfare 
schemes. Atishi further 
clarified her role in the ta-
bling of the CAG report in 
the Delhi Assembly, stating 
that it was a standard pro-
cess. “I was the one who 
sent the CAG reports to the 
then Speaker Ram Niwas 
Goel when I was the Chief 
Minister. This is a routine 
procedure--whenever the 
CAG reports reach the 
Speaker, they are tabled in 
the upcoming session of the 
Assembly,” she said.

The first session of the new-
ly constituted Delhi Assem-
bly will begin on Monday, 
officials said.The session 
will be held on February 24, 
25 and 27, they said, adding 
14 pending CAG reports 
on the performance of the 
previous AAP government 
will be tabled in the House. 
BJP MLA Vijender Gupta 
is likely to be the speaker of 
the 8th Delhi Assembly. He 
was the leader of opposition 
in the previous Assembly. 
Gupta said party MLA 
Arvinder Singh Lovely 

would be the Pro-tem 
Speaker of the House. 
The newly elected MLAs 
will be administered the 
oath of office on Feb-
ruary 24-25.  After  a 
holiday for Shivratri on 
February 26, the CAG 
reports will be tabled 
by the BJP government. 
The session will begin with 
the appointment of the new 

speaker and administering 
oaths to the new MLAs. 
Delhi LG V K Saxena 
will address the House 
and there will be a mo-
tion of thanks following 
his address, officials said. 
During the AAP rule in 
Delhi, the BJP had moved 
court seeking direction 
to the government to 
table the CAG reports. 

The BJP had accused the 
erstwhile AAP govern-
ment of stalling the report 
to hide its "corruption". 
In a post on X, Vijender 
Gupta said that he met 
Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta and discussed the 
agenda of the upcoming 
Assembly session. "The 
CAG reports will be tabled 
on February 25," he said. 
Gupta had earlier said that 
he has been nominated as 
the party's candidate for the 
Assembly Speaker's post. 
The BJP defeated AAP 
in recent Assembly polls, 
winning 48 of the 70 seats. 
AAP has 22 MLAs.

Why Rs 2,500 aid not approved 
in 1st Cabinet meeting?: AAP

Delhi Assembly's first session set for Feb 24

Ajit Maindola
New Delhi 
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BJP MLA and former leader 
of opposition (LoP) in Delhi 
Assembly Vijender Gupta 
on Friday said Arvinder 
Singh Lovely would be the 
Pro-tem Speaker of the 
House.Pro-tem Speaker is 
a temporary Speaker who 
conducts House proceed-
ings for a limited period 
and till the election of the 
full-time Speaker.

Gupta told reporters that 
the new government was in 
place with a new enthusi-

asm and a new passion.
“Things are moving step 

by step in keeping with the 
enthusiasm and passion of 
the people of Delhi. A meet-

ing has been held with the 
CM in which some discus-
sion has taken place on how 
further proceedings will 
proceed,” Gupta said.

Asked who would be the 
Pro-tem Speaker, Gupta 
said the agenda would be is-
sued by evening and Lovely 
would hold the post.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Thursday 
formed a government in 
Delhi after over 26 years. 
Rekha Gupta was sworn in 
as the new chief minister of 
the national capital.

Six ministers also took 
oath at the event which took 
place in the iconic Ramlila 
Maidan. Vijender Gupta is 
likely to be the Delhi As-
sembly Speaker.

Arvinder Singh Lovely to be Pro-tem 
Speaker of Delhi Assembly

‘Focus on your party, many want to leave’

TdG NETWORK
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first day in office: ministers spell out plans
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According to the 
order, the formation 
of a newly elected 
government 
warrants the fresh 
appointment of staff 
of all categories

 I want to ask Rekha Gupta--will she once 
again prove Modi ji’s guarantee to be 
false on March 8?” Atishi questioned.

In a post on X, Vijender Gupta said 
that he met Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta and discussed the agenda of 
the upcoming Assembly session.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Friday hit out at the 
Congress and Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), following their 
criticism of the newly formed 
government. She stated that 
her government has already 
taken key decisions within a 
day of assuming office.

“The Congress ruled for 
15 years and the AAP ruled 
for 13. Instead of looking at 
what they did, how can they 
raise questions on one day of 
ours?” she said.

Highlighting her newly 
formed government’s imme-
diate actions, she added, “We 
had a cabinet meeting on day 
one, immediately after taking 
the oath, and we cleared the 
Ayushman Bharat Yojana, 
which was blocked by AAP. 
We gave a benefit of Rs. 10 
lakhs to the people of Delhi 
on the first day. They don’t 
have any right to question 
us.”

She further emphasized 
the BJP’s commitment to the 
welfare of Delhi under the 

leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. “We will 
worry about Delhi now, and 
Delhi will get its rights under 
the leadership of PM Modi,” 
she asserted.

Taking a swipe at AAP & 
Congress, she further said, 
“They should look after their 
party; there are many people 
who want to leave... They 
are worried that when the 
CAG report will be tabled in 
the House, records of a lot of 
people would be exposed.”

She further said that the 
opposition had no right to 
question the BJP and that 
Delhi would now get its 
rights under the leadership 
of PM Modi.

“The Congress ruled for 
15 years and the AAP ruled 
for 13. Instead of looking at 
what they did, how can they 
raise questions on one day 
of ours?.. We had a cabinet 
meeting on day 1, immedi-
ately after taking the oath, 
and we cleared the Ayush-
man Bharat Yojana, which 
was blocked by AAP. We 
gave a benefit of Rs. 10 lakhs 
to the people of Delhi on the 

first day. 
They don’t have any right to 

question us... We will worry 
about Delhi now and Delhi 

will get its rights under the 
leadership of PM Modi... 
They should look after their 
party; there are many people 

who want to leave... They are 
worried that when the CAG 
report will be tabled in the 
House.

TdG NETWORK
New Delhi 

Newly appointed Delhi 
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta 
on Friday called on Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan 
here.The President's Of-
fice shared a picture of the 
meeting in a post on X.

"Chief Minister of Delhi, 
Smt Rekha Gupta called on 
President Droupadi Mur-
mu at Rashtrapati Bhavan," 
it said in the post.

Gupta, who is Delhi's 
fourth woman chief min-
ister, and her six ministers 
were sworn in at the Ram-
lila Ground on Thursday.

The 50-year-old chief 
minister, who took charge 
of her office at the Delhi 

Secretariat on Thursday af-
ternoon, is the only woman 
chief minister in the NDA 
and the second in the coun-
try after TMC supremo 
Mamata Banerjee in West 
Bengal.

Goa Governor P S Sreed-

haran Pillai also called on 
Murmu.

"Governor of Goa, Shri P 
S Sreedharan Pillai called 
on President Droupadi 
Murmu at Rashtrapati Bha-
van," the President's Office 
said in another post.

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta calls on 
President Murmu
Tdg network
New Delhi
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Additionally, the exemptions granted to the 
zonal licenses led to a loss of Rs 941 crore. 
Delhi's new chief minister, Rekha Gupta, 
announced the tabling of CAG reports, 
which had not been tabled by the AAP 

government. 

The BJP has built its reputation on 
good governance, and Delhi got its 
first taste of this commitment with 

the party’s return to power.

Upon receiving the information, 
police and district administration 
officials rushed to the accident site.

Four people were killed and 
one was injured when the 
car they were travelling in 
rammed into a stationary 
truck on the Gorakhpur-
Varanasi Expressway here, 
police said on Friday.Station 
Officer Birnon Balendra 
Kumar said that the acci-
dent occurred on Thursday 
night near Prithvipur village 
in the Birnon police station 
area.

According to the police, the 
deceased have been identi-
fied as Dr. Soni Yadav (32), 
Gayatri Devi (60), Deepak 
Jha (21), and driver Moham-
mad Salauddin (40). All of 
them hailed from Purnia in 
Bihar.

Another passenger Vipin 
(28) sustained injuries and 
is receiving treatment at the 
Medical College in Ghazipur.

Police added that Yadav, 
Gayatri Devi, Vipin, Salaud-
din, and Deepak Jha, left on 
Wednesday and reached 
Prayagraj on Thursday to 
take part in the Kumbh bath.

After staying there, they 
were returning home late on 
Thursday night when their 
car collided with a truck 
parked on the side of the 

road in front of Prithvipur 
village at around 11:00 pm 
on the Gorakhpur-Varanasi 
Expressway. Upon receiv-
ing the information, police 
and district administration 
officials rushed to the acci-
dent site. The bodies of the 
deceased have been sent for 
post-mortem examination, 
the SO added.

Four dead, one injured as their 
car rams into stationary truck

'Ayushman Bharat, Yamuna 
cleanup is our priority' 

'CAG report should be tabled in Parliament, not only in BJP's states': Pawan Khera 

A Delhi court on Friday 
reserved for February 25 
the order on the quantum 
of sentence against Con-
gress leader Sajjan Kumar 
in a murder case relating 
to the 1984 anti-Sikh riots. 
Appearing before special 
judge Kaveri Baweja, the 
complainant, whose hus-
band and son were killed by 
a mob allegedly instigated 
by Kumar, sought the maxi-
mum punishment of death 
penalty for Kumar.

“The accused being the 
leader of the mobs instigated 
others to commit a genocide 
and crime against humanity 
and cold-blooded murders, 
and he deserves nothing less 
than capital punishment,” 
submitted senior advocate 
H S Phoolka, representing 
the complainant.

The prosecution had also 
sought capital punishment 
for the former Congress MP.

The court asked the coun-
sel appearing for Kumar to 
file his written submissions 
within two days.

“Put up for order on the 
quantum of sentence on the 
next date of hearing,” said 
the judge.

Jaswant Singh and his 
son Tarundeep Singh were 
killed on November 1, 1984.

The court on February 12 

convicted Kumar for the of-
fence and on Friday it sought 
a report from Tihar central 
jail on his psychiatric and 
psychological evaluation in 
view of a Supreme Court or-
der asking for such a report 
in cases attracting capital 
punishment.

Kumar is currently lodged 
in Tihar jail.

The minimum punish-
ment for murder is life im-
prisonment whereas the 
maximum is death.

1984 riots case: Court reserves 
order against Sajjan Kumar 

‘Will need time to bring 
Delhi back on track’
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NEW DELHI 

Delhi Minister Pankaj Ku-
mar Singh on Friday em-
phasized that the top pri-
ority of the newly formed 
BJP government in the 
national capital is to fulfil 
all the promises made by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Singh said that the gov-
ernment is  dedicated 
to bringing Ayushman 
Bharat to Delhi as soon as 
possible.

He stated that treating 
and discarding polluted 
water, potholes, transpor-
tation, and hospitality are 
also the government’s pri-
orities.

“We have a lot of priori-
ties. Fulfilling the prom-
ises made by PM Modi 
and in our manifesto is 
our priority. We are dedi-
cated to bringing the Ay-
ushman Bharat to Delhi as 
soon as possible. Treating 

and discarding polluted 
water, potholes, transpor-
tation, and hospitality are 
our priorities... “ the Delhi 
Minister said.

Further reiterating the 
party’s promise to clean 
the Yamuna River passing 
through Delhi, he said, “I 
can promise that I will take 
a holy dip in the Yamuna in 
the next Chhath.”

He exuded confidence 
about winning Bihar’s leg-
islative assembly election 
due later this year. “We 

will see clean and pure wa-
ter of Yamuna in the next 
Chhath... I can guarantee 
that the people in Bihar 
will vote for us because the 
BJP does what it says... We 
will win Bihar with a huge 
margin,” he said.

Meanwhile, a day after 
assuming office, the new 
BJP-led government has 
terminated all co-terminus 
appointments made earlier 
in the offices of the former 
chief minister and cabinet 
ministers.

Delhi minister Ashish 
Sood said the BJP 
government will ful-

fil all its poll promises but 
will need some time to bring 
everything “back on track”.
Sood, who was inducted into 
the newly formed Delhi Cab-
inet under Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta, said ten years 
of corruption under the AAP 
had come to an end.

He also said the AAP 
deliberately did not imple-
ment the Ayushman Bharat 
scheme in Delhi and denied 
the people of the city its 
benefits.

“This marks the end of ten 
years of corruption. How-
ever, we will need some 
time to bring everything 
back on track in Delhi,” he 
said.

Sood took oath as a min-
ister on Thursday. He has 

been assigned with six 
portfolios -- Education, 
Higher Education, Pow-
er, Urban Development, 
Home, and Training and 
Technical Education.

The minister said the Ay-
ushman Bharat scheme, a 
key initiative of the central 
government, was approved 
in the first Cabinet meeting 
on Thursday. “Now, people 
of Delhi will also have the 
opportunity to avail its ben-

efits,” he said.
The Delhi government 

will also sign a Memoran-
dum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the central 
government and ensure its 
full-scale implementation, 
the minister said. “The peo-
ple have voted to end bad 
governance in Delhi. Now, 
it is the BJP government’s 
responsibility to actualise 
PM Narendra Modi’s guar-
antee... We will fulfil our 

Congress leader Pawan 
Khera on Friday respond-
ed to the CAG report and 
Ayushman Bharat scheme. 
 Congress leader Pawan 
Khera said, "The difference 
between the Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) 
reports tabled during our 
(Congress) government 
and the current govern-
ment should also be seen. 
The CAG report should 
also be tabled in Parlia-

ment, not only in states 
where it suits them (BJP)." 
He further added that de-
spite the launch of the Ay-
ushman Bharat scheme, 
there has been no notice-
able difference, the situa-
tion remains unchanged. 
He said that in comparision 
the Chiranjeevi scheem 
started by former Rajast-
han CM Ashok Gehlot in 
the state was far better. 
Notably, the CAG report 
revealed a significant 
revenue loss of Rs 2,026 
crore due to irregulari-

ties in the Delhi govern-
ment's excise policy. The 

report's findings stated 
that there were deviations 

from the objectives of the 
policy, a lack of transpar-
ency in pricing, and vio-
lations in issuing licenses 
that were not penalised. 
Of the losses amounting to 

Rs 2,026 crore to the state 
exchequer, Rs 890 crore 
resulted from the govern-
ment's failure to re-tender 
the surrendered licenses 
before the policy period 

concluded, according to 
the report. 

Additionally, the ex-
e mp t i o n s  g r a nt e d  t o 
the zonal licenses led to 
a loss of Rs 941 crore. 
Delhi's new chief minister, 
Rekha Gupta, announced 
the tabling of CAG reports, 
which had not been tabled 
by the AAP government. 
"In the first Cabinet meet-
ing, we discussed and 
passed two agendas - to 
implement the Ayushman 
Bharat scheme in Delhi 
with Rs 5 lakhs top up and 

tabling of 14 CAG reports 
in the first seating of the 
Assembly. We will fulfil all 
the commitments that we 
have made to the people." 
R e k h a  G u p t a  s a i d . 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
MLA Vijender Gupta, 
BJP's nominee for the post 
of Delhi Assembly Speak-
er, on Friday, said that the 
report of the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General 
(CAG) will be tabled on 
February 25 during the 
three-day session of the 
Legislative Assembly.
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Delhi BJP President Virendra 
Sachdeva, while addressing 
the media on Friday, empha-
sized that the formation of a 
government is not just a po-
litical event but a significant 
message to the public. He 
highlighted that with the BJP 
assuming power in Delhi af-
ter a gap of 27 years, a strong 
statement was made—that 
not a single rupee from the 
public treasury would be 
squandered on glorifying the 
government, the Chief Minis-
ter, or the party itself.

The BJP has built its reputa-
tion on good governance, and 
Delhi got its first taste of this 
commitment with the party’s 
return to power. This demon-
stration of BJP’s governance 
approach has brought into 
sharp contrast the ineffi-
ciency and mismanagement 
of the previous administra-
tions, including the Aam 

Aadmi Party (AAP). Delhi 
residents still recall how, in 
2015 and 2020, during the 
oath-taking ceremonies of 
Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP gov-
ernment, substantial public 
funds were utilized for exces-
sive advertising, flooding the 
streets and media with pro-
motional campaigns leading 

up to the event.
In stark contrast, the BJP’s 

swearing-in ceremony yes-
terday was conducted with-
out spending even a single ru-
pee from government funds. 
Sachdeva underscored that 
all expenses related to ad-
vertisements, hoardings, 
and invitations for the “De-

veloped Delhi” oath-taking 
event were borne entirely by 
the BJP itself.

Highlighting the extrava-
gance of the previous AAP 
government, Sachdeva 
stated that in 2020, Arvind 
Kejriwal’s administration 
spent crores of rupees from 
taxpayers’ money on self-
promotion. Official records 
indicate that during the 
formation of his third gov-
ernment in 2020, Kejriwal 
allocated a staggering ₹4.5 
crore per day on advertise-
ments. In comparison, the 
BJP government incurred 
zero expenditure from 
the public treasury for its 
swearing-in event. Further-
more, Sachdeva pointed out 
that under Kejriwal’s leader-
ship, the agency responsible 
for handling government 
advertisements operated 
without transparency and 
was involved in the misuse 
of public funds. 

'BJP swearing-in held with no public funds'
TIKAM SHARMA
NEW DELHI 

Delhi to implement 
Ayushman Bharat 

An MoU between the 
Delhi government and the 
National Health Authority 
(NHA) for the implemen-
tation of the Ayushman 
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) in the national 
capital will  be signed 
soon, officials said on Fri-
day.The newly-formed 
Delhi Cabinet approved 
the implementation of the 
Ayushman Bharat health 
insurance scheme in the 
capital at its maiden meet-
ing on Thursday.

“The previous govern-
ment had stalled the Ay-
ushman Bharat scheme in 
Delhi. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi implemented 
it across the country, and 
now we have approved it 
for Delhi,” Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta, who was 
sworn-in on Thursday, 
said.

Under the scheme ap-
proved by the Cabinet, Rs 
10 lakh health cover will 
be provided to each benefi-
ciary, with the Centre and 
Delhi government contrib-
uting Rs 5 lakh each.

Kiran Gopal Vaska, joint 
secretary and mission di-
rector (ABDM), National 
Health Authority, said 
that training of field-level 
workers for generating 
Ayushman cards and also 
of the different IT, medical 
and finance personnel for 
claim process handling has 
commenced.

“The scheme guidelines 
and compliances for the 
formation of various com-
mittees for grievance re-
dressal, empanelment of 
hospitals and anti-fraud 
activities have already been 
shared with the Delhi gov-
ernment. 

The work for establish-
ing the organisational 
structures has started,”  
Vaska said.

Yamuna River cleaning process underway by using a weed-harvester, in New Delhi. ANI

DPIIT reviews 
issues affecting 
17 infra projects

The Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT) has reviewed 
as many as 21 issues affect-
ing 17 infrastructure projects 
in Arunachal Pradesh, Sik-
kim, Delhi, and Jharkhand, 
an official statement said on 
Friday. The meeting chaired 
by DPIIT Secretary Amard-
eep Bhatia was attended by 
senior officials from central 
ministries, state govern-
ments, and project propo-
nents.

“In the meeting, 21 issues 
across 17 significant projects 
were reviewed, including 
nine projects under Minis-
try of Road Transport and 
Highways, with the total cost 
of all projects exceeding Rs 
13,501 crore,” the commerce 
and industry ministry said.
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Man fakes 
kidnapping to 
extort money

Delhi Police has traced a 
26-year-old man who faked 
his own kidnapping to extort 
money from his family, offi-
cials said on Friday. Pankaj 
Mandal was reported miss-
ing on February 17 after his 
sister in West Bengal received 
some distressing photos and 
videos via social media de-
manding ransom money for 
his release. “Police launched a 
probe after lodging a missing 
person complaint at the Kis-
hangarh police station. The 
photos and text sent to Man-
dal’s sister in West Bengal, his 
native place, were found to be 
doubtful,” Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Southwest), 
Surendra Choudhary, said.

“A closer analysis of the 
photos made the police suspi-
cious that Mandal was faking 
his own kidnapping to extort 
money from his family. 
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The Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI) 
has given big relief to direct-
to-home (DTH) service pro-
viders.

In its recommendations 
for broadcasting services 
under the Telecommuni-
cations Act of 2023, it has 
proposed reducing the li-
cence fee for DTH service 
providers to 3 per cent of 
AGR as against the current 
8 per cent. It has also recom-
mended no authorization 
fee after 2026-27.

TRAI has also recom-
mended reducing the bank 
guarantee requirement for 
DTH and Headend-in-the-
Sky (HITS) services, lower-
ing the processing fee for 
HITS services from Rs1 lakh 
to Rs10,000, and extending 
the validity of HITS service 
authorization from 10 years 
to 20 years, with a renewal 
option every 10 years.

It has also recommended 
reducing fees and charges of 
other services to align with 
the Telecommunications 
Act of 2023.

The fee for radio broad-
casting services will be 4 per 
cent of AGR, with a reduced 
2 per cent fee for service pro-
viders in the Northeastern 
states, Jammu and Kashmir, 
and island territories during 
the first three years.

In the case of terrestrial 
radio services, TRAI has 
proposed introducing a re-
newal period of 10 years, 
which was previously not 

available for FM radio op-
erators. (ANI)

Other key recommenda-
tions of the telecom regula-
tor include allowing volun-
tary infrastructure sharing 
between broadcasting ser-
vice providers and telecom 
operators wherever techni-
cally and commercially fea-
sible. This move is expected 
to reduce costs and improve 
service delivery across the 
industry.

To enhance consumer 
choice and reduce electronic 
waste, TRAI has also rec-
ommended that television 
channel distribution service 
providers should adopt in-
teroperable set-top boxes 
(STBs). The Telecommuni-
cation Engineering Centre 
(TEC) will be responsible 
for setting standards for 
these STBs and television 
sets with inbuilt STB func-
tionality.

For Internet Protocol 
Television (IPTV) services, 
TRAI has proposed remov-
ing the Rs100 crore mini-
mum net worth require-
ment for Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs).

This change would align 
IPTV services with the 
authorisation rules for In-
ternet Services under the 
Department of Telecom-
munications (DoT), making 
it easier for smaller players 
to enter the market.

In radio broadcasting, 
TRAI has suggested mak-
ing the terms and condi-
tions technology-neutral, 
enabling broadcasters to 
adopt digital technology.

TRAI allows DTH service 
providers to share telecom 
infrastructure

Sensex, Nifty end in red

The budget proposals 
on agriculture and 
the commitment to 

fiscal consolidation, among 
others, are positive for price 
stability and would help 
to anchor inflation expec-
tations over the medium 
term, RBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra said on Friday, as 
per the minutes of the lat-
est monetary policy review 
meeting.

Presenting the Union 
Budget, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman on 
February 1 pegged the fiscal 
deficit target at 4.4 per cent 
of GDP for the financial year 
2025-26. The government 
has been constantly focus-
ing on reducing fiscal deficit 
glide path.

The difference between to-
tal revenue and total expen-
diture of the government is 
termed the fiscal deficit. It 
is an indication of the total 
borrowings that the govern-
ment may need. Budget 2025 
prioritises non-inflationary 
growth through careful fiscal 
management, with the gov-
ernment’s entire borrowing 

to be channelled exclusively 
into capital expenditure.

“These would provide 
greater impetus to disinfla-
tion of headline CPI and its 
eventual alignment with the 
target rate in FY 2025-26. 
CPI inflation for Q4 is pro-
jected at 4.2 per cent and that 
for the financial year 2025-
26 at 4.2 per cent,” the RBI 
Governor said, as per the 
minutes.

The RBI governor said that 
in a world order dominated 
by continuing geopolitical 

tensions and elevated trade 
and policy uncertainties, 
monetary policy, as the 
guardian of macroeconomic 
and financial stability, is tra-
versing a challenging time.

“It has to balance a multi-
tude of pressure points and 
continuously evolving policy 
trade-offs. Stronger policy 
frameworks and robust mac-
ro fundamentals remain the 
key to resilience and foster-
ing overall macroeconomic 
stability,” the minutes quoted 
RBI Governor.

Domestically too, there is 
a need to preserve the high 
growth momentum, while 
maintaining price stabil-
ity, necessitating monetary 
policy to use various policy 
instruments to maintain the 
inflation-growth balance.

Headline inflation, after 
moving above the upper 
tolerance band of 6 per cent 
in October, has moderated 
in November and December.

“Going forward, food infla-
tion pressures are likely to 
see significant easing on ro-

bust kharif harvest arrivals, 
winter season correction of 
vegetable prices and a prom-
ising rabi crop outlook,” he 
said, as per the minutes.

“The food inflation outlook 
is turning decisively posi-
tive,” he argued.

The real GDP growth for 
the current year is estimated 
at 6.4 per cent, a softer ex-
pansion after a robust 8.2 per 
cent growth last year.

Even though, the GDP 
growth is expected to recover 
in the second half of 2024-
25 and 2025-26 from 6.0 per 
cent recorded in the first half 
of 2024-25, the growth rate 
projected by various fore-
casts for 2025-26 vary from 
6.3 to 6.8 per cent.

“This will be supported 
by healthy rabi prospects 
and an expected recovery in 
industrial activity. From the 
demand side, consumption 
and investment are also ex-
pected to improve,” the RBI 
Governor said.

The Economic Survey 
2024-25 tabled on January 
31 asserted that India needs 
to grow around 8 per cent for 
a decade or two to achieve its 
Viksit Bharat dreams.

RBI Governor Malhotra highlights 
budget’s positive impact on price stability
TDG Network
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In a significant move to 
enhance regional security, 
multinational conglomer-
ate Mahindra Group has 
announced a strategic part-
nership with US-based de-
fence technology company 
Anduril Industries.

Anduril Industries, Inc. 
is an American defence 
technology company that 
specializes in advanced au-
tonomous systems.

The collaboration aims 
to jointly develop and pro-
duce future-proof military 
technologies, focusing on 
autonomous and counter-
unmanned aerial systems.

As per a statement, the 
partnership will concen-
trate on creating Autono-
mous Underwater Vehicles 
(AUVs) designed for rapid 
deployment in security, 
survey, and reconnaissance 
missions.

Additionally, the alliance 
will focus on developing ad-
vanced Counter-Unmanned 
Aerial Systems (CUAS) tech-
nologies capable of detect-
ing and neutralizing drone 
threats, thereby bolstering 
defenses against unmanned 
aerial systems.

The announcement of 

this strategic partnership 
comes shortly after the Mo-
di-Trump bilateral meetings 
in Washington DC, where 
defence cooperation was a 
top priority.

Vinod Sahay, Group Ex-
ecutive Board Member, Ma-
hindra Group, expressed 
enthusiasm about the col-
laboration, stating, “Partner-
ing with Anduril Industries 

marks a significant mile-
stone in Mahindra Group’s 
commitment to developing 
advanced security and au-
tonomous technologies. This 
collaboration combines our 
deep engineering expertise 
with Anduril’s innovative 
solutions to deliver cutting-
edge capabilities that en-
hance security and address 
emerging threats.”

Greg Kausner, Senior Vice 
President of Global Defence 
at Anduril Industries, em-
phasized the importance 
of the partnership, assert-
ing, “Global security forces 
face a rapidly evolving set of 
threats from both emerging 
unmanned systems and leg-
acy manned platforms, and 
autonomy is key to main-
taining credible protection.”

Greg Kausner added, “An-
duril is thrilled to announce 
our partnership with Mahin-
dra -- we believe that our two 
companies together are well 
poised to bring cutting-edge 
autonomy-enabled capabili-
ties to the Indian market.”

This collaboration under-
scores a growing focus on 
enhancing security capabil-
ities using next-generation 
technologies, paving the way 
for strengthened defense 
ties between India and the 
United States.

India must transition from 
a net importer to an export-
driven economy in key sec-
tors such as electronics, 
chemicals, and energy to 
achieve its goal of becoming 
a high-income, tech-driven 
nation by 2047, according 
to a new report by Bain & 
Company, a global consul-
tancy firm.

The report outlined a 
roadmap to help India 
transform into a developed 
economy with a projected 
GDP of USD 23- USD 35 
trillion by 2047.

It said “India will poten-
tially need to make a critical 
shift, transitioning from a 
net importer to a globally 
competitive, export-driven 
economy, particularly in 
high-impact sectors such as 
electronics, chemicals, and 
energy”.

To reach this milestone, 
the report also mentioned 
that India will need to 
maintain a strong annual 
economic growth rate of 
8-10 per cent. This growth 
will be driven by changes 
in major sectors, advance-
ments in technology, and a 
skilled workforce ready for 
future demands.

Crucial for this transfor-
mation is making India 
more competitive in global 
markets. Currently, India 

imports more than it ex-
ports in several key sectors.

The report highlighted the 
need for India to strengthen 
its position in global trade 
by focusing on high-impact 
sectors such as electron-
ics, chemicals, and energy. 
Increasing exports in these 
areas will be critical in re-
ducing dependency on oth-
er countries and boosting 
economic strength.

The report also empha-
sizes the role of technology 
in this journey. India has the 
potential to become a global 
leader in artificial intelli-

gence (AI), quantum tech-
nology, and digital manufac-
turing. These advancements 
could help the country move 
up the value chain and cre-
ate new opportunities for 
businesses and workers.

India’s large and growing 
workforce is another advan-
tage. By 2047, around 200 
million people are expected 
to enter the job market. Cre-
ating high-value jobs and 
increasing women’s partici-
pation in the labour force to 
40-50 per cent will be key 
to achieving the country’s 
economic goals.

The report identifies five 
key sectors--electronics, 
energy, chemicals, automo-
tive, and services--that will 
play a major role in India’s 
future growth. These indus-
tries align with global trends 
and can be scaled up to meet 
both domestic and interna-
tional demand.

“By 2047, these sectors 
could potentially contribute 
significantly to the economy. 
Services are expected to ac-
count for about 60 per cent 
of GDP; manufacturing ad-
vancements could enable 
positioning India as a global 
hub” said the report.

With the right strategies 
and investments, India has 
the potential to become a 
global economic power-
house by 2047, driven by 
technology, exports, and a 
skilled workforce.

Mahindra Group partners with 
US-based Anduril Industries

‘India needs to become 
export-driven economy’ 

People selling old gold jewellery and 
booking profits: WGC
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Retail buyers in India are 
opting to exchange old gold 
jewellery for new, rather 
than making fresh pur-
chases, at a time when gold 
prices are skyrocketing, 
World Gold Council (WGC) 
said in its latest India gold 
market update.

“Additionally, as gold 
prices surged past previous 
thresholds, many consum-
ers are also taking the op-
portunity to sell old gold and 
lock in profits,” WGC’s India 
gold market update read.

The record-breaking surge 
in gold prices has dimmed 
the appeal of the retail jew-
ellery demand. The drop 

in gold imports in January 
also indicates the pullback 
in demand.

This slowdown in jewel-
lery demand has left retail-
ers reluctant to restock, 
as they face challenges in 
meeting payment terms 
with manufacturers.

“This has created a liquid-
ity crunch within the indus-
try. The subdued demand 
environment was reflected 

in the widening spread 
between domestic and in-
ternational prices. Since 
December, domestic gold 
prices have been trading at 
a discount to international 
prices, with the gap widen-
ing from an average of USD 
3 per ounce in December to 
USD 23 per ounce,” said the 
WGC report.

Notwithstanding the de-
pressed jewellery demand, 

investment demand inter-
est (for bars and coins) has 
stayed the course, with in-
vestors anticipating further 
price increases, it asserted.

Amid uncertainty in stock 
markets, wealthy investors 
are parking their money in 
gold ETFs rather than buy-
ing physical gold. 2025 saw a 
strong interest in gold ETFs, 
marked by unprecedented 
inflows in January.

Quoting the Association 
of Mutual Funds in India 
(AMFI), WGC said gold 
ETFs recorded net inflows 
of Rs 37.5 billion (USD 435 
million) in January, signifi-
cantly higher than the aver-
age inflows of Rs 9.4 billion 
(USD 112 million) over the 
previous 12 months.
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 Budget 2025 prioritises non-inflationary growth through careful fiscal management.

TdG NETWORK
New Delhi 

KEY POINTS

n � Budget 2025 targets a 4.4% 
fiscal deficit, focusing on 
non-inflationary growth via 
capital spending, aiding price 
stability.

n � RBI cut the repo rate to 
6.25%, the first in 5 years, as 
inflation is set to ease to 4.2% 
in 2025-26.

n � India’s GDP is projected at 
6.3%-6.8% in 2025-26, with 
investment, consumption, and 
industry driving recovery.

n � RBI stresses growth-inflation 
balance, amid global risks, 
using strong policy frame-
works for resilience.

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra addresses a press 
conference in presence of Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, at RBI in New Delhi. ANI

‘Awaiting Centre’s nod on launch of satellite telecom services’

The Indian aviation indus-
try is expected to report a net 
loss of Rs 2,000-3,000 crore 
in both FY25 and FY26, ac-
cording to a report by ICRA. 
This comes after the sector 
posted a net profit of approx-
imately Rs 1,600 crore in 
FY24. The losses are primar-
ily attributed to pressure on 
ticket prices as airlines aim 
to maintain healthy passen-
ger load factors (PLF) despite 
high aviation turbine fuel 
(ATF) prices. The industry 
is also expected to see a slow 
recovery in earnings due to 
its high fixed costs.

ICRA said “the Indian avia-
tion industry to report a net 
loss of Rs. 20-30 billion in 
FY2025 and FY2026 com-
pared to a net profit of ~Rs. 16 
billion in FY2024 due to an-
ticipated pressure on yields”

Another major challenge 
for airlines is rising bor-
rowing costs. ICRA stated 
that the scheduled delivery 
of new aircraft will increase 
lease liabilities, adding to the 
interest burden.

However, the projected 
losses for the coming years 
are much lower than the Rs 
23,500 crore and Rs 17,400 
crore losses recorded in 
FY22 and FY23, respectively.

Despite financial chal-

lenges, the industry’s debt 
levels are expected to remain 
stable, with an interest cov-
erage ratio of 1.5-2.0 times 
in FY25. This suggests that 
airlines will still have some 
ability to manage their debt 
obligations.

ICRA noted that “The pace 
of recovery in industry earn-
ings is likely to be gradual, 
owing to the high fixed cost 
nature of the business”.

While the Indian aviation 
sector faces short-term prof-
itability challenges, increas-
ing air travel demand and 
careful financial manage-
ment by airlines may help 
improve performance in the 
coming years.

Aviation industry likely to post 
loss in FY25, FY26: ICRA
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Sunil Bharti Mittal, Founder 
and Chairman of Bharti En-
terprises, reiterated on Fri-
day that its satellite telecom 
service is ready for rollout 
in India and that it is now 
waiting for the Centre’s 
greenlight.

Satellite telecom in India 
will help the country provide 
much-needed services to re-
mote interior places where 
conventional telecom ser-
vices tend to be costly.

“We are one of the leading 
players and are waiting for 
permissions. We are provid-

ing these services in many 
parts of the world already. So 
I think it’s a great initiative, 
and we have already sought 
our permissions to launch,” 
Mittal told reporters on the 
sidelines of SOUL Leader-
ship Conclave here in the 
national capital.

“So as soon as we are given 
the green light, we launch 
our services,” the telecom 
leader added. “There are lots 
of parts of the world and lots 
of people still living in those 
dark areas which need to be 
lit up. The only way it can 
be done is through satellite 
broadband connectivity.”

He also responded to Elon 

Musk’s criticism of India’s 
spectrum allocation process. 
Musk has applied for a satel-
lite telecom license in India 
and is critical of the process.

Mittal reiterated Bharti’s 
stance, emphasising that 
spectrum in rural and hard-
to-reach areas should be al-

located on a shared basis.
“We are very clear for all 

the rural, hard to get to areas, 
the spectrum should be given 
on a shared basis. It’s only in 
the area of urban areas. All 
that TRAI and DoT need 
to come (up) with a policy 
which doesn’t discriminate 
against the terrestrial provid-
ers,” he said.

Bharti Enterprises has 
argued that satellite com-
panies should be required 
to pay licensing fees and 
acquire spectrum through 
auctions, just as traditional 
telecom operators do.

There has been a contin-
ued debate on the process 

of spectrum allocation - 
administrative allocation 
or through auction. Elon 
Musk’s Starlink and global 
peers like Amazon’s Project 
Kuiper want an administra-
tive allocation of spectrum 
for satellite services.

OneWeb has already 
launched 635 satellites and 
is providing services in other 
parts of the world. It has in 
the past argued that com-
panies should be required 
to pay licensing fees and 
acquire spectrum through 
auctions, just as traditional 
telecom operators do. Bharti 
is the largest shareholder in 
Eutelsat OneWeb.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

This collaboration 
combines our deep 

engineering expertise 
with Anduril’s 

innovative solutions 
to deliver cutting-
edge capabilities 

that enhance 
security and address 

emerging threats.

The report 
highlighted the need 

for India to strengthen 
its position in global 
trade by focusing on 
high-impact sectors 
such as electronics, 

chemicals, and 
energy.

The Indian stock market ended the week on a weak note, 
with the Sensex declining 424.90 points to close at 75,311.06, 
while the Nifty fell 149.95 points, settling at 117.25.

Persistent concerns over global economic conditions and 
foreign institutional investor (FII) outflows weighed on in-
vestor sentiment.

Among Nifty 50 companies, only 13 stocks advanced, while 
37 declined. The top gainers included Hindalco, Tata Steel, 
Eicher Motors, Larsen & Toubro (LT), and SBI Life, whereas 
Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M), Adani Ports, BPCL, Tata 
Motors, and Adani Enterprises emerged as the biggest losers.

Vinod Nair, Head of Research at Geojit Financial Services, 
stated that the domestic market continued to exhibit broad-
based weakness, primarily influenced by investor concerns 
over the hawkish tone of the U.S. Federal Open Market Com-
mittee (FOMC) minutes. He said, “The indication of pro-
longed higher interest rates in the U.S. has raised fears of 
constrained liquidity in emerging markets like India, which 
in turn is impacting market sentiment. The correction seen 
in the market so far has been healthy, but uncertainties sur-
rounding the gradual recovery of corporate earnings and 
ongoing tariff-related risks continue to raise doubts about 
valuation levels, particularly in the broader market space.”

Vinod Sahay, Group 
Executive Board Member, 
Mahindra Group



Delhi woke up to a 
trembling sound in 
the early wee hours 

of 17th February. It was 
nothing short of a night-
mare that shook everyone 
from their deep sleep with 
squawking sounds of birds 
and growling of dogs as if 
the earth is screaming out 
loudly to save itself from 
the pressures of human civ-
ilization. While the magni-
tude of the earthquake was 
4.0, its intensity was so se-
vere that it raises deep seat-
ed questions about whether 
we are prepared to save 
Delhi from the future rum-
bling of such earthquakes? 
It seriously raises ques-
tions about the governance 
of Delhi and its sprawling 
urban agglomerations and 
implementation of building 
bye laws raises concerns 
about the safety of Delhi. 

The epicenter of the 

earthquake was located in 
the Jheel Park area near 
Dhaula Kuan and the rum-
bling sound it made was 
due to its occurrence at 
a shallow depth of 5km 
which raises significant 
concerns and uncertainty 
about the future of such 
earthquakes. As per the 
preliminary report on the 
earthquake by the National 
Centre for Seismology it 
has revealed that there has 
been past seismic activity 
within a 50 square km ra-
dius of the epicenter and 
the last earthquake of such 
a high magnitude of 4.6 
earthquake occurred on 
December 25, 2007. This 
reveals a normal pattern of 
seismogenesis in the past 
that underlines the preva-
lence of pre-existing stress 
conditions that makes it 
even more susceptible to 
future earthquakes. The re-

cent earthquake occurred 
due to normal faulting that 
led to hydrofracturing as 
captured in the Jheel Park 
where a giant tree was up-
rooted from its roots. There 
is also prevalence of two 
well-known regional faults, 
the Mathura fault and the 
Sohna fault which is locat-
ed in close proximity to the 
epicentre. 

Delhi lies in the seismic 
zone IV which is a highly 
vulnerable and earthquake 
prone area with extreme-
ly high seismic velocity 
where general occurrence 
of tremors is between 5-6 
magnitude and may oc-
casionally rise upto 7-8 
magnitude. The region of 
Delhi has witnessed ma-
jor earthquakes in the past 
and the frequency of the 
earthquakes indicates that 
Delhi lies in an extremely 
fragile and vulnerable zone 
extremely prone to the 
future trembling of earth-
quakes. Delhi has been 
receptive to earthquakes 
and its traces can be found 
in the old epic of Mahab-
harata. One such instance 
where the earth crumbled 
with fierce whirl-winds 
and roars of elephants was 
when Duryodhana made 

Bhishma commander of his 
force. In the recent past also 
there has been instances of 
earthquake, for instance, 
khurja earthquake in 1956 
with 6,7 magnitude and 
subsequently in 1960 with 
6.0 magnitude and in 1994 
with 4.0 magnitude. 

The trend clearly shows 
that Delhi is vulnerable 
to earthquakes and this 
raises serious questions 
on the governance of Delhi 
about whether its sprawl-
ing urban growth and 
conglomerations are pre-
pared to withstand such 

future shocks. Delhi suffers 
from a chronic problem 
of rampant and haphaz-
ard growth structures that 
makes it even more suscep-
tible to the dangers arising 
from earthquakes. Delhi is 
an assemblage of archaic 
revenue laws and newer 

municipal laws which 
makes its governance even 
more cumbersome and dif-
ficult to manage. There ex-
ists Lal Dora areas in Delhi 
which is an inheritance of 
the colonial system that re-
ferred to village abadi areas 
which were exempted from 
implementation of building 
bye laws and regulations 
of norms and property tax. 
To bring uniformity across 
all the areas and to bring 
them all our one single ca-
veat of norms and rules 
and regulations, the com-
mittee of the Draft Regional 
Plan – 2041 has recom-
mended that “it is neces-
sary to repeal Delhi Land 
Reforms Act and to bring 
all the villages of Lal Dora 
and extended Lal Dora 
land under the planned 
development of DDA and 
thereafter under respective 
Urban Local Bodies”. As 
per the Department of Ur-
ban Development, there are 
a total of 1642 unauthorised 
colonies under the jurisdic-
tion of Government of Na-
tional Capital Territory of 
Delhi. These unauthorised 
colonies are sprawling with 
rampant illegal construc-
tion flouting the building 
bye laws of Delhi Municipal 

Corporation Act, 1957. In 
the hope of regularisation, 
these areas have come up 
with crowded structures 
thus flouting the fire and 
safety norms.

Apart from this, the eco-
system of Delhi also tran-
scends within its bound-
aries and extends to the 
nearby NCR region which 
includes Gurugram, Noida, 
Greater Noida, Faridabad 
and Ghaziabad. There are 
sprawling structures com-
ing in these areas reclaim-
ing land over water bodies 
to build smart cities, met-
ropolitan structures and 
IT parks. But the question 
arises are these structures 
really smart to withstand 
the trembling shocks? To 
make Delhi and its nearby 
NCR region sustainable 
and resilient to earth-
quakes, it is really impor-
tant to fully implement the 
building bye laws and regu-
lations, check haphazard 
growth of structures and 
implement early warning 
systems especially in high 
rise buildings that are even 
more prone to the vulner-
ability of earthquakes.
The author is Assistant Profes-
sor, TERI School of Advanced 
Studies

Humour has always been 
a powerful tool for spark-
ing thought, provoking 
convention, and providing 
an outlet for social com-
mentary. Comedians push 
boundaries, cross boundar-
ies, and get us laughing in 
ways that sometimes make 
us squirm—and usually for 
good reasons. But the more 
the line between what is 
funny and what is offensive 
disappears, the question be-
comes: when does comedy 
cross that line?

Comedy, by its very na-
ture, is a reflection of the 
society in which it exists. 
Comedians have long used 
their platforms to expose 
societal flaws, political fail-
ures, and human vulner-
abilities. The best comedi-
ans, from Richard Pryor 
to George Carlin, have em-
ployed humour not only to 
make audiences laugh but 
to challenge power dynam-
ics, question assumptions, 
and stimulate serious de-
bate. To them, comedy 
was not just about getting 
laughs, it was a movement 
of resistance, a way of tell-
ing uncomfortable truths.

Comedy has been democ-
ratized in recent times by 
the likes of YouTube, Net-
flix, and stand-up specials. 
Comedians have millions 
of people to reach with a 
broad spectrum of comedy 
ranging from sharp, witty 
satire to shock humour, 
and sometimes obscene, 
tasteless humour. And with 
great power comes great re-
sponsibility, and never has 
the question of account-
ability been more relevant. 
The Fine Line: Humour or 
Harm?

While many comedians 
use their wit to open minds, 
others seem to blur the line 
between pushing bound-
aries and being outright of-

fensive. The current land-
scape of comedy often sees 
artists toeing a very fine 
line between humour that 
challenges societal norms 
and humour that reinforc-
es harmful stereotypes or 
crosses into obscenity. A 
joke that challenges a social 
norm or exposes hypocrisy 
is one thing. But when hu-
mour relies on offensive 
stereotypes, degrades mar-
ginalized communities, or 
reduces complex issues to 
crude humour, it loses its 
power to elevate and instead 
serves only to alienate and 
hurt. Shock value can be a 
tool, but when it becomes 
the crutch upon which a 
comedian’s career leans, it 
raises important questions 
about the ethics of humour.

Recent incidents involving 
popular comedians have 
sparked a national debate 
about where the line be-
tween humour and offense 
should be drawn. These 
situations highlight the ten-
sion between provocative 
comedy and what some per-
ceive as unacceptable be-
haviour, raising important 
questions about freedom of 
speech, cultural sensitivity, 
and accountability in enter-
tainment. One of the most 
recent controversies in-
volved comedians who are 
facing multiple FIRs (First 
Information Reports) due to 
their controversial remarks 
on a popular show. Their 
comments were labelled 
offensive by many, leading 
to widespread backlash. 
This situation has drawn 
attention to the broader is-
sue of how far comedians 
should go in their pursuit 
of humour. In this case, 
the backlash underscores 
a growing sentiment that 
certain forms of comedy, es-
pecially those seen as crass 
or in bad taste, can quickly 

cross into problematic ter-
ritory.

This is not the first time 
that comedians have faced 
legal or public scrutiny 
for their content. Another 
comedian faced public 
outrage and legal action 
after a show was cancelled 
over allegations that their 
jokes insulted religious 
sentiments. The incident 
sparked a larger conversa-
tion about free speech and 
the limits of comedy in a 
diverse society. The case 
raised important questions 
about whether comedians 
should be allowed to push 
boundaries without facing 
legal consequences and 
whether humour that chal-
lenges or critiques religious 
or cultural beliefs crosses a 
line.

Similarly, a comedian 
known for politically 
charged humour has re-
peatedly stirred contro-
versy with jokes targeting 
politicians and political 
systems, sometimes cross-
ing into territory that some 
find offensive. While many 
praise their intelligent cri-
tique and willingness to 
take on powerful figures, 
others argue that their hu-
mour sometimes goes too 
far, especially when it tar-
gets sensitive political is-
sues in a manner that some 
consider disrespectful. This 
ongoing debate points to the 
complexity of balancing 
political satire with social 
responsibility.

Another comedian faced 

massive outrage over a joke 
involving a public figure’s 
family, leading to an apol-
ogy. The incident was a 
stark reminder of the scru-
tiny public figures face, es-
pecially when their humour 
touches on sensitive or 
personal topics. This apol-
ogy highlighted the delicate 
balance between humour 
that resonates with an au-
dience and humour that can 
cause lasting damage to an 
individual’s reputation or 
to public perceptions of re-
spect. These incidents re-
veal the challenges faced by 
comedians in a world that 
is increasingly sensitive to 
issues of gender, religion, 
politics, and identity. In an 
age of heightened aware-
ness, social media, and 
cancel culture, the tradi-

tional role of the comedian 
as a boundary-pushing 
provocateur is constantly 
evolving. Comedy that 
once might have been seen 
as pushing societal norms 
or challenging authority 
can now quickly become a 
source of controversy, lead-
ing to public backlash and 
legal consequences.

Ultimately, the question 
remains: when does com-
edy stop being a tool for 
critique and start becom-
ing harmful or offensive? 
While humour is meant 
to entertain, challenge, 
and sometimes provoke 
thought, it’s clear that as 
societal values shift, so too 
must the way comedians 
approach their craft. The 

line between provocative 
comedy and offensive be-
haviour is delicate, and it’s 
one that each comedian 
must navigate thought-
fully, taking into account 
the broader impact of their 
work on the audience and 
society at large. As the land-
scape of comedy continues 
to evolve, these incidents 
serve as a reminder that 
humour, while a powerful 
tool for social commentary, 
must be handled with care, 
especially in a world where 
public perception is con-
stantly shifting.

The role of the audience 
cannot be overstated when 
it comes to determining 
the success or failure of a 
joke. What one group finds 
funny, another might find 
offensive. While comedy 

often aims to challenge con-
ventions, it is important to 
remember that context and 
intent matter. A comedian 
who uses their platform to 
critique systems or ideas 
in a way that promotes 
thoughtful discussion is 
playing a crucial role in 
shaping public discourse. 
However, when humour 
relies solely on shock tac-
tics—without the depth of 
intelligence or purpose be-
hind it—the line between 
comedy and obscenity be-
comes much easier to cross. 
The comedian’s responsibil-
ity lies not only in making 
their audience laugh but 
also in ensuring that their 
humour doesn’t perpetuate 
harm or reinforce negative 

stereotypes.
Comedy, like all forms of 

art, evolves with society. 
What was considered ac-
ceptable in the past may no 
longer be viewed as such in 
today’s context. As societal 
values shift toward greater 
awareness of issues such 
as gender equality, racial 
justice, and religious sen-
sitivities, comedians are 
increasingly being called 
upon to adapt their craft. 
This does not mean that 
comedians should shy 
away from difficult or con-
troversial topics, but rather 
that they should do so with 
care. Comedy that provokes 
thought, pushes boundaries 
in meaningful ways, and ex-
poses uncomfortable truths 
can still be incredibly pow-
erful. However, when hu-
mour crosses the line into 
vulgarity or insensitivity, 
it no longer serves the pur-
pose of sparking conversa-
tion or challenging norms. 
Instead, it risks becoming a 
form of entertainment that 
alienates and harms.

 Comedy is a delicate bal-
ancing act, where timing, 
delivery, and wit come to-
gether to create moments 
that bring joy and laughter. 
It is meant to entertain, 
challenge, and sometimes 
provoke. But when it cross-
es into distasteful or offen-
sive territory, it deserves to 
be called out. Shock value 
isn’t the same as talent, and 
obscenity doesn’t equate to 
humour. Comedians must 
remember that their work 
has the power to influence, 
and with that influence 
comes responsibility. As 
the boundaries of humour 
continue to evolve, so too 
must the conversations 
around what is acceptable. 
Comedy should always be 
a space for freedom of ex-
pression, but it must also 
be a space where respect, 
thoughtfulness, and care for 
others take precedence. The 
line between humour and 
offense may be fine, but it’s 
one that must be navigated 
thoughtfully, for the sake of 
both the craft and the audi-
ence it seeks to entertain.
Dr Haseena Kabeer is a free-
lancer Columnist.

With the rise of UPI, digital wal-
lets, and even cryptocurrencies, 
cash transactions are slowly be-
coming a relic of the past. From 
street-side chai stalls to luxury 
malls, QR codes now rule the 
payment landscape. Some na-
tions are even pushing for fully 
cashless economies, promising 
efficiency and transparency. But 
is this shift truly practical for ev-

eryone? While digital payments offer convenience, they also 
pose significant challenges, especially for those who struggle 
with technology or are overly dependent on it.

One undeniable benefit of digital transactions is ease. No 
more hunting for exact change or queuing at ATMs—just 
scan, tap, and pay in seconds. This has been a game-changer 
for small businesses. Consider rickshaw drivers in India, 
who once battled the dreaded “Bhaiya, chhutta nahi hai” 
(I don’t have change). Now, they simply flash their UPI ID 
and receive payments instantly. Digital payments have also 
fostered financial inclusion, bringing unbanked individuals 
into the economic mainstream.

However, not everyone finds digital transactions seamless. 
The biggest casualties of this shift are the elderly. For many 
senior citizens, navigating UPI apps and OTPs is intimidat-
ing. Imagine an 80-year-old grandfather struggling to buy 
vegetables because he can’t scan a QR code or remember a 
PIN. Many older individuals fear pressing the wrong button 
or falling prey to cyber fraud, making them hesitant to adopt 
digital payments. In a society where technology is racing 
ahead, they risk being left behind.

On the flip side, young Indians have become so reliant on 
digital payments that they rarely carry cash. This dependency 
is great—until technology fails. Payment app outages have left 
people stranded at toll plazas, petrol pumps, and restaurants 
with no way to pay. A group of college students on a road trip, 
for example, found themselves in a remote village where UPI 
was not accepted. With not a single rupee in their wallets, 
they had to borrow money from a kind tea vendor just to 
buy snacks and fuel. While digital payments are efficient, 
they are useless without internet connectivity or electricity.

Beyond accessibility, security is a growing concern. While 
digital transactions reduce the risk of counterfeit currency, 
they open doors for cyber fraud. Scammers posing as bank 
officials trick people into revealing OTPs, wiping out their 
accounts within minutes. Even seasoned users can fall for 
phishing links or fraudulent payment requests. The loss is 
often irreversible. In contrast, cash, while not foolproof, can-
not be hacked or drained from a bank account overnight.

So, is a cashless future ideal? The answer lies in balance. 
Digital transactions are undeniably the way forward, but 
eliminating cash entirely would create hardships, especially 
for the elderly and those in rural areas. A hybrid system is the 
best approach—one that promotes digital payments while 
keeping cash as a safety net. Governments must work toward 
financial inclusivity by simplifying digital processes, enhanc-
ing cybersecurity, and ensuring cash remains an option.

Ultimately, money should serve people, not the other way 
around. Whether you pay via UPI or a ten-rupee note, true 
progress lies in offering choices that empower everyone, not 
just those fluent in technology.

The author is the Chief Executive Officer of a non-profit organization 
called SCHOOL that works for ensuring good health & well-being. 

The fine line: Humour or harm? Cashless economy: 
is it worth 
embracing? 
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Is Delhi prepared for future earthquakes?

The trend clearly shows that Delhi is vulnerable to earthquakes 
and this raises serious questions on the governance of Delhi 
about whether its sprawling urban growth and conglomerations 
are prepared to withstand such future shocks. 

Dr. Benazir Patil
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In the vast expanse of 
India, language is more 
than a means of com-

munication; it is the es-
sence of identity, culture, 
and power. The 2011 Cen-
sus of India recorded 121 
languages spoken by over 
10,000 people each, with 
a staggering total of 19,569 
dialects. This linguistic 
mosaic has been both a 
unifying force and a source 
of contention throughout 
the nation’s history.

The National 
Language Debate
Following India's indepen-
dence in 1947, the question 
of a national language be-
came a contentious issue. 
The Constitution designated 
Hindi and English as official 
languages, with an initial 
plan to phase out English 
by 1965 in favor of Hindi. 
This decision was met with 
resistance, especially from 
non-Hindi-speaking re-
gions, which viewed it as 
an imposition threatening 
their linguistic and cultural 
identities.

In the 1960s, Tamil Nadu 
became the epicenter of 
anti-Hindi protests. The 
state's populace, led pre-
dominantly by students, 
vehemently opposed the 
mandatory imposition of 
Hindi, perceiving it as an 
affront to Tamil culture 
and autonomy. These pro-
tests were not isolated inci-
dents but part of a broader 
pattern of linguistic move-
ments across the country. 
Bengal and Assam wit-
nessed resistance to Hindi 
dominance, Karnataka and 
Maharashtra saw protests 
emphasizing the primacy 
of Kannada and Marathi, 
and the Punjab Movement 
led to the formal recogni-
tion of Punjabi in the state.

The 1956 States Reorgani-
zation Act further shaped 
linguistic politics by re-
drawing state boundaries 
along linguistic lines. This 
act played a crucial role in 
shaping regional identities 
and reducing inter-linguis-
tic friction.

The Three-
Language Formula
In 1968, the Indian gov-
ernment introduced the 
Three-Language Formula, 
aiming to promote national 
unity without undermin-
ing regional languages. 
This policy required stu-
dents to learn:

l Hindi
l English
l A regional language 

(or an additional foreign/
Indian language in Hindi-
speaking states)

However, the implementa-
tion of this policy has been 
inconsistent. In many Hin-
di-speaking states, the em-
phasis on learning a third 
language has been minimal, 
leading to perceptions of 
linguistic hegemony. Con-
versely, non-Hindi-speak-
ing states have often resisted 
the imposition of Hindi, ad-
vocating for the primacy of 
their regional languages in 
education and administra-
tion. For example, Tamil 
Nadu implements a two-
language policy (Tamil and 
English), rejecting Hindi. 
West Bengal prefers Ben-
gali and English, often side-
lining Hindi. Northeastern 
states struggle to accom-
modate multiple tribal lan-
guages in addition to official 
languages.

The Role of 
English
English, once a colonial leg-
acy, has evolved into a neu-
tral link language in India, 

facilitating communication 
between diverse linguistic 
communities. It is widely 
used in higher education, 
governance, and interna-
tional business.

The prevalence of English 
has created a socio-eco-
nomic divide. Urban elites 
and English-educated indi-
viduals often enjoy greater 
employment opportunities, 
while rural and non-English 
speakers struggle to access 
quality education and well-
paying jobs. A 2014 study 
found that English speak-

ers in India earn 34% more 
than non-English speakers, 
highlighting the economic 
advantage of linguistic pro-
ficiency. This disparity un-
derscores the role of English 
as a gatekeeper to socio-eco-
nomic mobility.

Maithili and 
Bhojpuri: The 
Struggle for 
Recognition
Maithili and Bhojpuri are 
prominent languages spo-
ken in Bihar and surround-
ing regions, each with 

unique historical and cul-
tural significance. Maithili, 
an Indo-Aryan language 
native to the Mithila region, 
was officially recognized in 
2003 as one of India’s 22 
scheduled languages, grant-
ing it institutional support. 
It boasts a rich literary tra-
dition and was historically 
written in the Tirhuta script, 
though Devanagari is now 
more commonly used.

Bhojpuri, another Indo-
Aryan language, is primar-
ily spoken in western Bihar, 
eastern Uttar Pradesh, and 

the Terai region of Nepal. 
Despite its widespread use, 
Bhojpuri is not included in 
the Eighth Schedule of the 
Indian Constitution, mean-
ing it lacks official recog-
nition. There have been 
ongoing demands for its 
inclusion, especially given 
its significant diaspora pres-
ence, influencing cultural 
expressions in Mauritius, 
Fiji, and Suriname.

Challenges in 
Tribal Education
Tribal communities in In-
dia often speak languages 
distinct from the dominant 
regional tongues. Tradition-
al education systems, which 
primarily use regional or 

national languages as me-
diums of instruction, have 
marginalized these com-
munities, leading to high 
dropout rates and poor 
educational outcomes. The 
erosion of indigenous lan-
guages as students shift to 
regional or national lan-
guages for better prospects 
further exacerbates this is-
sue.

Successful MTB-
MLE Initiatives
Recognizing these challenges, 
several states have initiated 

Mother Tongue-Based Mul-
tilingual Education (MTB-
MLE) programs. Odisha has 
implemented MTB-MLE 
in numerous schools across 
tribal regions, covering lan-
guages such as Santali, Saora, 
Kui, Kuvi, Koya, Kishan, Oro-
am, Juang, Bonda, and Ho. 
Andhra Pradesh has taken 
a thematic approach, using 
a seasonal calendar reflect-
ing tribal cultural contexts. 
Chhattisgarh has introduced 
learning materials in Gondi, 
Halbi, and Korku, ensuring 
better comprehension. Re-
search suggests that students 
learn best in their mother 
tongue, improving retention 
and comprehension rates.

The Linguistic 
Hierarchy in 
Employment
Language in India often 
serves as a marker of socio-
economic status, regional 
identity, and educational 
background. In professional 
settings, proficiency in cer-
tain languages, particularly 
English, can influence hiring 
decisions, career progression, 
and workplace dynamics. 
Employees from non-Eng-
lish-speaking backgrounds 
may face subtle biases, such 
as being overlooked for cli-
ent-facing roles or leader-
ship positions. A 2016 study 
found that job candidates 
with Indian-accented Eng-
lish were rated lower for 
customer-facing roles than 
those with American- or 
British-accented English, 
indicating discrimination 
against non-native English 
speakers.

The National 
Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020
The NEP 2020 emphasizes 
the importance of mother 
tongue or regional language 
as the medium of instruc-
tion, especially in founda-
tional schooling years. This 
policy aligns with research 
indicating that children 
learn best in their native lan-
guages. However, challenges 
persist in implementation. 
The diversity of languages 
in urban classrooms poses 
practical difficulties, and the 
aspirational value attached to 
English-medium education 
complicates the promotion 
of regional languages.

The Aspirational 
Value of English-
Medium Education
In contemporary India, 

English has transcended its 
colonial origins to become a 
symbol of socio-economic 
mobility and prestige. Pro-
ficiency in English is often 
associated with better edu-
cational and employment 
opportunities, leading 
many parents to prioritize 
English-medium education 
for their children. Data in-
dicates that 26% of children 
study in English-medium 
schools, while Hindi re-
mains the largest medium 
of instruction, accounting 
for approximately 42% of 
total enrollment.

Challenges in 
Implementing 
Multilingual 
Education Policies
One significant obstacle 
is the logistical difficulty 
of catering to diverse lin-
guistic populations, espe-
cially in urban areas where 
classrooms may comprise 
students speaking multiple 
mother tongues. Develop-
ing curricula and teach-
ing materials in numer-
ous languages requires 
substantial resources and 
coordination. Addition-
ally, there is a shortage of 
trained teachers proficient 
in regional languages, 
which hampers effective 
instruction.

Balancing 
Multilingualism 
and Aspirations
The tension between pre-
serving linguistic diversity 
and meeting the aspirational 
desires of parents and stu-
dents presents a complex pol-
icy dilemma. While mother 
tongue instruction has clear 
educational benefits, the de-
mand for English-medium 
education reflects broader 
socio-economic aspirations. 
Policymakers must navigate 
these competing interests to 
develop an inclusive educa-
tion system that honors In-
dia’s linguistic heritage while 
equipping students with 
global competitiveness.

One potential approach 
is the reinforcement of the 
Three-Language Formula, 
ensuring flexible imple-
mentation that respects re-
gional linguistic identities. 
By embracing a multilin-
gual approach that values 
all languages, India can 
strive towards an equitable 
and inclusive educational 
environment.

Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra

In December 2023, Bengaluru’s civic body ordered shop owners to install nameplates with at least 60% of the text in Kannada. (PTI)
For years, Ganesh Devy has led a survey of India’s languages, documenting tongues—and 
ways of life—threatened by modernity. Photographs by Sohrab Hura / Magnum for  
The New Yorker.

India’s Lingual Fault Lines
Languages unite and divide. In India, they shape identity, fuel protests, 

unlock power, and decide who thrives. Words aren't just words here.

The fourth phase of the anti-Hindi struggle erupted in 1965. In the front row (left to right) are K. A. Mathialagan, C. N. 
Annadurai, Rajaji, and M. Karunanidhi (Wikimedia Commons).

Jagannath Mishra is known for making Urdu the official 
second language of Bihar, a move that gained him popularity 
among Muslims. (Wikipedia)

The demand for linguistic states found a passionate advocate in Potti Sriramulu, a prominent freedom fighter. In 1952, he 
embarked on a fast, ultimately sacrificing his life for the creation of a separate Andhra state. His sacrifice ignited widespread 
protests, leading to the Vishalandhra movement. On December 19, 1952, Prime Minister Nehru announced the formation of 
Andhra State, marking a significant milestone in India’s linguistic reorganization.

A protest took place at the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science on March 24, 2021, 
organized by the IACS Research Scholars’ Association.
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The Supreme Court in 
the case Partha Chatter-
jee Versus Central Bureau 
Of Investigation, CBI ob-
served and has issued a 
notice wherein the petition 
is filed by former West Ben-
gal Education Minister and 
now MLA Partha Chat-
terjee seeking bail in the 
CBI case arising out of the 
state’s cash-for-jobs scam.

The bench comprising 
of Justice Surya Kant and 
Justice N Kotiswar Singh 
passed the order.

However, the West Ben-
gal cash-for-jobs scam in-
volved allegations of illegal 

recruitment of Assistant 
Teachers under the West 
Bengal Board of Primary 
Education.

In 2022, a corruption case 
was registered which led 
to the arrest of Dr. Subires 
Bhattacharyya (the Chair-
man of West Bengal Central 
School Service Commis-
sion), Ashok Kumar Saha, 

the Secretary of WBCSSC, 
Dr. Kalyanmoy Ganguly 
(President of West Bengal 
Board of Secondary Edu-
cation), Dr. Santi Prasad 
Sinha, the Secretary of 
WBBSE and Partha Chat-
terjee, the Minister in-
charge of Higher Educa-
tion and School Education 
Department, West Bengal.

The court charged the 
accused under various 
sections of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act 
and PMLA for using their 
public offices for personal 
gain by demanding bribes 
in exchange for jobs at the 
department.

However, Partha Chat-
terjee (and others) initially 
moved the Calcutta High 
Court seeking bail.

In November 2024, the 
division bench delivered a 
split verdict on the bail ap-
plications.

Therefore, one of the 
judges granted bail to all 
accused, the other denied 
bail to Partha Chatterjee 
and 4 other officials from 

the education department 
(Subires Bhattacharyya, 
Kalyanmoy Gangopadhy-
ay, Ashok Kumar Saha and 
Shanti Prasad Sinha). The 
present matter then came 
before the single bench, 
wherein the court denied 
bail to Partha Chatterjee 
and the 4 other officials. 
Chatterjee approached the 
Supreme Court, wherein 
challenging the above two 
orders (the split verdict 
order and the single bench 
order denying bail).

In December 2024, the 
Supreme Court had al-
lowed him bail in the con-
nected money laundering 
case with effect from Feb-
ruary 1, 2025.

The Supreme Court Col-
legium in its meeting held 
on February 20, 2025 has 
approved the proposal 
for appointment of the 

following Advocates, as 
Judges of the High Court 
of Judicature at Patna:
1.Shri Alok Kumar Sinha,
2.Shri Ritesh Kumar,
3.Smt. Soni Shrivastava,
4.Shri Sourendra Pandey, 
and

5. Shri Ansul @ Anshul 
Raj
Two Judicial 
Officers Sworn 
In As Judges Of 
Delhi High Court

Two judicial officers 
sworn in as judges of the 

Delhi High Court on Feb-
ruary 21, 2025.

The name of two judges 
is:

Renu Bhatnagar and 
Rajneesh Kumar Gupta
The Central Govern-

ment had notified the ap-

pointment of two judicial 
officer on February 19.

The Supreme Court 
Collegium had recom-
mended the elevation of 
two judicial officers at a 
meeting held on Febru-
ary 05.

The Supreme Court in 
the case Jitender @ Kalla 
v. State (Govt.) of NCT of 
Delhi & Anr. observed that 
one of the several concerns 
raised by the court about 
the present senior desig-
nation system is the lack of 
sufficient opportunities for 
trial court lawyers.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Abhay S Oka and 
Justice AG Masih was hear-
ing the present matter.

The bench in the case 
outlined certain concerns 
about the present ‘point-
based assessment system’ 
to designate Senior Ad-
vocates, which has been 
evolved through the judg-
ments delivered in the 
Indira Jaising case in 2017 
and 2023.

The two-judge bench re-
ferred the present matter 
to the Chief Justice of India, 
CJI to take an appropriate 
decision on making a larger 
bench reference.

The Trial lawyers cannot 
gain points for ‘reported 
judgments.

The two-judge bench 
in the case observed that 
though there are many 
eminent lawyers practic-
ing exclusively before the 
trial courts, they present 
guidelines do not give them 
sufficient opportunities for 
senior designation. 

The bench in the case 
noted that the trail court 
lawyers do not stand to 
gain sufficient points 
for ‘reported judgments’, 
which is a criteria carrying 
50 points in the 100-point 

assessment system. Only 
the judgments of the Su-
preme Court and the High 
Courts get reported in the 
accredited law reports.

The judgement stated 
that, ‘There is one more 
serious area of concern. 
Whether the guidelines 
give sufficient opportunity 
to the advocates practicing 
in our Trial Courts to get 
designated. There cannot 
be any dispute that we have 
very eminent lawyers prac-
ticing exclusively before 
our Trial Courts who have 
the ability, standing and 
experience in law. They are 
outstanding public pros-
ecutors and defence law-
yers. In most cases, their 
arguments may not always 
have legal formulations, as 

reflected in the judgments 
in cases wherein they ap-
pear. The submissions will 
necessarily be based on 
facts. 

They will not have re-
ported judgments to their 
credit. Such advocates do 
not stand to gain sufficient 
points against Sr. No. 2 in 
paragraph 73.7. We are of 
the view that designation 
under sub-section (2) of 
Section 16 cannot be the 
monopoly of the advo-
cates who are practicing 
in higher Constitutional 
Courts like this Court and 
the High Courts. Chapter 
6, in part VI of the Consti-
tution of India, in a sense, 
gives the status of Consti-
tutional Courts to our trial 
and district courts.’

Supreme Court issues notice on former West Bengal minister Partha 
Chatterjee’s bail petition in CBI case over ‘cash-for-jobs’ scam

Supreme Court Collegium recommends appointment of five 
advocates as Judges of Patna High Court 

Supreme Court flags lack of opportunities for 
trial court lawyers: Senior designation cannot 
be monopoly of SC and HC advocates

 The Supreme Court Col-
legium has recommended 
making four additional 
judges of the Madras High 
Court as permanent.

The Supreme Court Col-
legium in its meeting held 
on February 20, 2025 has 
proposed the appointment 
of following judges as the 
permanent judges of Ma-
dras High Court:
1 . Ju st i c e  R a m a s a my 
Sakthivel
2.Justice P Dhanabal
3.Justice Chinnasamy Ku-
marappan, and 

4.Justice Kandasamy Ra-
jasekar

On May 19, 2023, the Cen-
tre appointed the four judi-
cial officers as Additional 
Judges of the Madras High 
Court.

Justice Sakthivel
Justice Sakthivel, who 

enrolled as an Advocate in 
1998 joined the District Ju-
diciary in 2011 through di-
rect recruitment and held 
positions such as Addition-
al District Judge in Thanja-
vur and Coimbatore, Ad-
ministrator General and 
the Official Trustee, AGOT 

of Tamil Nadu, Registrar 
General of Madras High 
Court, Principal District 
Judge of Coimbatore and 
Krishnagiri Districts.

Justice P. hanabal
Justice P. Dhanabal, who 

was serving as the Regis-
trar General of the Madras 
High Court at the time of 
his elevation joined the 
District Judiciary in 2011. 

Justice P. Dhanabal 
served as an Additional 
District Munsif and there-
after as Additional Sub 
Judge at Dharmapuri, 
and as III Additional Dis-

trict Judge, II Additional 
District Judge, PCR, and I 
Additional District Judge 
at Tirunelveli. Justice P. 
Dhanabal also served as 
Principal District Judge, 
Cuddalore and then as 
Chief Judge, Puducherry.

Justice C  
Kumarappan

Justice C Kumarappan, 
who also joined the Dis-
trict Judiciary as District 
Judge in 2011, served in 
Thoothukudi and Madurai 
Districts. Justice C Kuma-
rappan also served in the 
Registry of Madras High 

Court as the Registrar (IT-
cum- Statistics) and Regis-
trar General and was the 
Presiding Officer at the 
Principal Labour Court, 
Chennai at the time of his 
elevation.

Justice K  
Rajasekar 

Justice K Rajasekar, who 
became a District Judge 
(Entry Level) in 2011 
served at Namakkal, Sa-
lem, Chennai, Tirunelveli, 
and Coimbatore before be-
ing elevated as the Addi-
tional Judge of the Madras 
High Court.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Gaurav Kumar Bansal 
Versus Union Of India And 
Ors observed and has asked 
the Union Government for 
filing a detailed affidavit in-
dicating the establishment 
and functioning of the Cen-
tral Mental Health Author-
ity, State Mental Health Au-
thority and Mental Health 
Review Board under the 
Mental Healthcare Act, 
2017.

The court passed the order 
wherein a writ petition is 
filed under Article 32, seek-
ing certain directions with 
respect to the persons re-

quiring mental healthcare.
Since January 3, 2019, the 

Supreme Court has been 
passing directions in this 
writ petition. 

On February 7, the bench 
comprising of Justice PS 
Narasimha and Justice 
Prashant Kumar Mishra 
was informed that the Par-
liament enacted the Mental 

Healthcare Act, which con-
templates the establishment 
of these three authorities. 

The court in its order stat-
ed that:

‘Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, 
learned Additional Solicitor 
General appears on behalf 
of the Union. We direct that 
Union of India shall file a 
detailed affidavit indicating 

the establishment and func-
tioning of the Central Men-
tal Health Authority, State 
Mental Health Authority 
and Mental Health Review 
Board. The affidavit shall 
also indicate the statutory 
and mandatory appoint-

ments to the authority and 
the review board. The said 
affidavit may be filed by 
March 06, 2025.’

Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter for further 
consideration on March 21, 
2025.

Supreme Court Collegium Recommended Four 
Additional Judges Of Madras High Court As Permanent

Supreme Court directs Union govt to file affidavits on 
establishment and functioning of Central and State 
Mental Health Authorities 

The Supreme Court 
in the case Telan-
gana State Are-Ka-

tika (Khatik) Sangh Versus 
Union Of India And Ors 
observed and has refused 
to entertain a Public In-
terest Litigation, PIL filed 
seeking inclusion of the 
Are-Katika (Khatik) com-
munity in the Scheduled 
Castes, SC category all 
across India.

The bench comprising of 
Justice BR Gavai and Jus-
tice AG Masih was hearing 
the present matter.

The bench told the pe-
titioner that the Courts 
do not have the power 
to make additions or al-
terations to the Scheduled 
Caste list.

The bench of Justice Ga-
vai stated to the counsel 
appearing for the peti-
tioner that, ‘How such a 
petition tenable? The is-
sue is so concluded by so 
many judgments of the Su-
preme Court. You should 
think atleast...we can’t 
even make an alteration...
we can’t direct a comma….’

The bench of Justice Ga-
vai shot back that the High 
Court also does not have 

jurisdiction to grant the 
relief sought. 

The judge stated that, ‘It 
is only the Parliament that 
can do it...so well settled...
comma, entry nothing can 
be changed [by us].’

The bench of Justice 
Gavai also referred to the 
case of Manipur, where a 
2023 High Court direction 
to the state to consider in-
clusion of the Meitei com-
munity in the Scheduled 

Tribes list led to riots and 
unrest. 

Later, pursuant to a re-
view petition, the High 
Court direction was sub-
sequently deleted.

In the present matter, the 
petitioner filed the Public 
Interest Litigation, PIL 

wherein it is stated that 
the Are-Katika (Khatik) 
community, ie a commu-
nity of Hindu butchers, 
holds a lower status in the 
caste hierarchy and due 
to the profession of them 
(slaughtering of sheep 
and goats, and selling of 

mutton), the community 
members, who live near 
their slaughter houses, are 
isolated from mainstream 
society. However, in some 
states (northern), the com-
munity falls under the SC 
category, in others, it falls 
under the Other Back-
ward Classes, OBC cate-
gory.  As per the petitioner, 
this results in a situation 
where if a community 
member transfers (due to 
marriage, profession, etc.) 
from a state that gives SC 
status to one that does not, 
the members lose their SC 
status and their children 
are deprived of the same.

The petition mentioned 
that the proposal for inclu-
sion of the community in 
the SC Category was con-
sidered for the first time by 
Office of Registrar General 
of India in 2006, but not 
supported citing lack of 
proper ethnographic data. 

In 2021, the petitioner 
sent a request to the Min-
istry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment, Govt of 
India, and thereafter, sev-
eral reminders, however 
its proposal was not ap-
proved.

Accordingly, the court 
refused to entertain the 
petition.

SUPREME COURT DISMISSES PIL TO ADD ARE-KATIKA COMMUNITY IN 
SCHEDULED CASTES CATEGORY: ‘ONLY PARLIAMENT CAN CHANGE SC LIST’ 
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The bench in the case outlined 
certain concerns about the present 
‘point-based assessment system’ 
to designate Senior Advocates, 
which has been evolved through the 
judgments delivered in the Indira 
Jaising case in 2017 and 2023.

On February 7, the bench comprising 
of Justice PS Narasimha and 
Justice Prashant Kumar Mishra 
was informed that the Parliament 
enacted the Mental Healthcare Act, 
which contemplates the establishment 
of these three authorities. 

The court charged the accused under 
various sections of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act and PMLA for using 
their public offices for personal gain 
by demanding bribes in exchange 
for jobs at the department.

In 2021, the petitioner sent a request 
to the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment, Govt of India, and 
thereafter, several reminders, however 
its proposal was not approved.

High Court seeks affidavit on vacant posts in Govt 
Hospital: ‘Punjab not truly discharging duty to 
provide free medical aid’ 
  The Punjab and Haryana High Court in the case has sought an explanation from 
the Punjab Government as to why out of 39 sanctioned posts in Punjab’s Malerkotla 
Civil Hospital only 2 medical officers are posted.

Karnataka High Court directs regularisation of 
2 daily wagers: If not regularised it would put a 
premium on state’s act of exploiting 

Punjab and Haryana High Court scraps FCI tender, 
directs issuance of fresh notification expeditiously: 
Ensure public amenities do not suffer

Madras High Court orders reopening of temple in 
Villupuram sealed over caste conflicts, asks govt to 
act in case of law and order problems

The Karnataka High Court has directed the State Government to regularize service 
of two workman who have worked for the State Government for 39 years and 32 
years respectively as daily wage earners.

The Punjab and Haryana high Court scrapped the tender floated by the Food Cor-
poration of India, DFCI with the direction to issue fresh notification so that public 
amenities do not suffer.

The Madras High Court in the case has ordered reopening of a temple in Villupuram 
which was sealed in 2023 following case related conflicts.
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Netanyahu slams wrongful delivery of body

Nepal PM Oli vows to 
protect freedom of speech

Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu criti-
cised the “unspeakable 
cynicism” of Hamas after 
Israeli forensic authorities 
determined that the body 
handed over, which Hamas 
said was of Shiri Bibas, the 
mother of the two young 
children that were taken 
hostage, is not her, reported 
the Times of Israel.

“ The cruelty of  the 
Hamas monsters knows no 
bounds,” Netanyahu said in 
a video statement.

“Not only did they kid-
nap the father, Yarden Bi-
bas, but the young mother, 
Shiri, and their two small 
babies. But in an unspeak-
ably cynical manner, they 
did not return Shiri along-
side her young children, the 
little angels, and they put 
the body of a Gazan woman 
in the coffin,” he added.

Yarden Bibas, husband of 

the deceased woman, was 
freed earlier this month.

‘’Israel will act resolutely 
to bring Shiri home along 
with all our hostages, both 
living and dead, and ensure 
that Hamas pays the full 
price for this cruel and evil 
violation of the agreement.” 
Netanyahu vowed,

Israel’s Prime Minister 
also expressed sadness at 
the confirmation that the 
other three bodies returned 
were those of Oded Lifshitz, 
83, Ariel Bibas, 4, and Kfir, 
approximately 10 months, 
saying that “the three of 
them were brutally mur-
dered in Hamas captivity in 

the first weeks of the war.”
“May God avenge their 

blood and we too will 
avenge,” Netanyahu said.

The Israel Prime Minister 
also ordered Israel’s mili-
tary to conduct operations 
in the occupied West Bank 
after three empty buses 
exploded, in a suspected 
terror attack, near Tel Aviv 
last night.

No casualties were re-
ported and there was no 
immediate claim of respon-
sibility for the blasts, which 
occurred when explosive 
devices planted on the 
empty vehicles detonated 
in quick succession in the 
cities of Bat Yam and Holon, 
South of Israel’s financial 
centre.

The bus blasts came just 
hours after Palestinian 
militant group Hamas re-
turned four bodies pur-
ported to be hostages held 
in Gaza since its October 7, 
2023 attack.

Nepal Prime Minister K P 
Sharma Oli on Friday said 
that the government will 
not bring any law to curtail 
freedom of speech amid ac-
cusations from the opposi-
tion parties regarding a Bill 
related to regulating social 
media sites.

“We have come to power 
after fighting against the sit-
uation in which there was 
no freedom of expression, 
so the present government 
will not in any way sup-
press the people’s power for 
free speech,” Oli said while 
addressing a programme 
organised by the Nepal 
Chamber of Commerce to 
release a book.

Releasing the book titled 
“Rajesh Kaji Shrestha: 
Personality and Contribu-
tions”, Oli, however, un-
derlined the need to regu-
late the social media sites, 
which he said have become 
“irresponsible and abusive 
thereby creating chaos in 
the society”.

Oli’s remarks come at a 
time when a Bill related 
to regulating social media 
sites is being tabled in Par-
liament and has invited 
criticism from the opposi-
tion parties who claimed 
that the government in-
tends to curtail free speech 

and press freedom.
“We had revoked the 

decision made by the pre-
vious government led by 
Pushpakamal Dahal ‘Pra-
chanda’, which had banned 
popular social media site 
TikTok,” Oli recalled.

“We, however, will not tol-
erate anti-national activities 
such as creating communal 
disharmony, disturbing 
peace and security and cre-

ating anarchy in the name 
of freedom,” Oli said.

On a different note, Oli 
said that the government is 
committed towards main-
taining good governance so 
as to move the country to-
wards economic prosperity.

He also dismissed media 
reports that accused him of 
depositing millions of dol-
lars in the banks of Cambo-
dia and Switzerland. 

AGENCIES
KATHMANDU

Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, who 
is also the chair-

man of the Central Mili-
tary Commission, signed 
orders to publish three 
regulations on interior 
order, code of conduct 
and military formation. 
The revised rules, which 
prioritise combat readi-
ness as the main focus 
with a fundamental ori-
entation of preparing for 
and engaging in warfare, 
will come into effect from 
April 1.

According to news agen-
cy Xinhua, the revised 
regulations are designed 
to transform China’s 
military into world-class 
armed forces, focusing 
on combat readiness and 
addressing the concerns 
of the armed forces. 

The revised rules aim 
to promote a more stan-
dardised order in war 
preparation, training, 
operations and daily life 
of the soldiers.

The regulations on the 
interior order of the mili-
tary have been revised 

to improve the manage-
ment of military person-

nel in matters related to 
appearance and conduct, 
leave-taking and military 
training of the soldiers. 
The revised military code 
of conduct refines the 
rules to award the those 
who excel in service, pun-
ish those violating rules 
and streamline relevant 
procedures. 

“The revised regulations 
on military formation are 
added with detailed codes 
of practice concerning 
military parades on the 
land, in the sea, at the 
dock and in the air,” the 
news agency stated. 

China’s military gets stricter, 
combat-focused rules
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Pak Defence Minister says Imran’s PTI will fade

Free Balochistan Movement representative urges UN to secure independence

Pakistan’s Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif forecasted 
on Friday that the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), 
headed by former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, will 
soon lose its significance 
due to its violence-driven 
politics.

Asif made the statement 
as the PTI plans to launch 
a fresh round of protests 
across the country to re-
new pressure on the gov-
ernment for the release of 
Khan, 72, who has been in 
jail since August 2023.

“Things will settle down 
soon and their [PTI] rel-

evance will end as will 
their politics of inciting vio-
lence,” Asif told the media.

Asif dismissed the PTI’s 
conduct as anything but po-
litical and asserted that its 
actions had been exposed to 
the public.

He said the party’s politics 
was just for one person.

“The PTI’s politics is for 
one individual as they have 
no concern for the country,” 
Asif said, adding that the 
PTI after losing power was 
now “licking its wounds” 

and resorting to conspira-
cies.

“The PTI founder wanted 
the army to become a sub-
sidiary of his party,” he al-
leged.

The minister also talked 
about the May 9, 2023, and 
November 26, 2024, inci-
dents and claimed the vio-
lence was orchestrated for 
“nefarious purposes”.

He said that attacks on 
national assets and the 
desecration of martyrs’ 
memorials were undeni-
able realities.

Asif said that PTI, includ-
ing Khan, used to have close 
ties with the army chief in 
the past. 

A representative of the Free 
Balochistan Movement 
(FBM) stated that Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam ( JUI-F) 
President Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman has been repeat-
edly speaking on the prog-
ress of the Baloch freedom 
movement in Balochistan 
and his statements reflect 
the failure of the narrative 

presented by the Pakistani 
military and signal the con-
clusion of its violent aggres-
sion towards the Baloch 
people.

FBM representative urged 
the UN to take action in 
Balochistan by establishing 
United Nations Mission in 
Balochistan (UNMIB) and 
forcing the Pakistani oc-
cupying forces to retreat. 
Additionally, the FBM rep-

resentative expressed their 
intent to raise awareness 
among the international 

community regarding the 
fact that Balochistan has 
been embroiled in conflict 

for the past 70 years.
The FBM representative 

accused China of back-
ing Pakistan’s “occupying 
military” in its extensive 
military operations across 
Balochistan to facilitate 
its large-scale exploitation 
projects linked to China 
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC), including 
initiatives in the coastal 
regions of Gwadar. In Balo-

chistan, Pakistan’s ground 
and air forces are indiscrim-
inately attacking Baloch ci-
vilians, with Pakistan’s Air 
Force actively involved in 
aerial bombings and these 
airstrikes have resulted in a 
humanitarian crisis in sev-
eral areas of Balochistan, 
according to FBM represen-
tative. The FBM representa-
tive said that hundreds of 
thousands of Baloch indi-

viduals have been forced to 
flee their ancestral homes, 
and thousands have disap-
peared against their will. 
Furthermore, despite its 
limited resources, Pakistan 
has budgeted billions of 
rupees to intensify its mili-
tary actions in Balochistan. 
The Baloch nation remains 
resolute, fiercely defending 
its national dignity, identity, 
and homeland.
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President signed orders to implement revised regulations on interior 
order, conduct, and military formation, effective from April 1.

Taiwan ready to welcome Chinese 
students, no response from Beijing 

Netanyahu orders crackdown in 
West Bank after terror attacks

The Ministry of Educa-
tion is considering discus-
sions on inviting Chinese 
students to pursue their 
studies in Taiwan, but 
Beijing has not respond-
ed, said Mainland Affairs 
Council (MAC) Minister 
Chiu Chui-cheng, as re-
ported by Taipei Times.

Speaking at the National 
Conference for Univer-
sity Presidents in Tai-
wan, Chiu urged China 
not to use educational 
exchanges as a tool for 

“united front” strategies. 
He was invited to discuss 
cross-strait relations and 
relevant policies, Taipei 
Times reported.

He said that since 2004, 
around 20,000 agree-
ments have been signed 
between educational 
institutions across the 
strait, and educational 
exchanges have gradual-
ly stabilized following the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as 
reported by Taipei Times. 
Chiu mentioned that 
last year, approximately 
2,000 Chinese students 
travelled to Taiwan for 

short-term studies, and 
over 300 Chinese school 
administrators or vice 
presidents visited Tai-
wan for exchanges. How-
ever, he stated that China 
continues to regulate the 
number of Chinese stu-
dents studying in Taiwan, 
Taipei Times reported.

In 2020, China imposed 
a temporary ban on its 
students enrolling in Tai-
wanese institutions due to 
the pandemic and politi-
cal circumstances, result-
ing in only about 1,500 
students remaining in 
Taiwan last year, he said. 

Israel Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu on Friday 
ordered Israel’s military to 
conduct operations in the 
occupied West Bank after 
three empty buses explod-
ed, in a suspected terror 
attack, near Tel Aviv last 
night.

No casualties were re-
ported and there was no 
immediate claim of respon-
sibility for the blasts, which 
occurred when explosive 
devices planted on the 
empty vehicles detonated in 
quick succession in the cities 
of Bat Yam and Holon, south 
of Israel’s financial centre.

In Bat Yam, two bombs ex-
ploded on buses parked in a 
depot on Thursday night, 
authorities said. A third 
blast was reported in Holon 
from an explosive device 

planted on a third bus.
CNN reported that Israel 

stepped up security and 
halted bus and train opera-
tions across the country fol-
lowing the blasts, which a 
statement from Netanyahu’s 
office called an “attempt to 
perpetrate a chain of mass 
bus bombings.” Netanyahu 
“ordered the IDF to carry 
out an intensive operation 
against centres of terror-
ism,” in the West Bank, ac-
cording to the statement.

“The Prime Minister also 
ordered the Israel Police and 
the Israel Security Agency 
to increase preventative 
activity against additional 
attacks in Israeli cities,” it 
added.

Prior to Netanyahu’s state-
ment, Israel’s Defence min-
ister Israel Katz had said 
that he instructed the IDF 
to ramp up its operations in 
the West Bank.

“In light of the severe ter-
ror attack attempts [in the 
Tel Aviv area] by Palestin-
ian terror organizations 
against the civilian popula-
tion in Israel, I instructed 
the IDF to increase the in-
tensity of the counterterror-
ism activity in the Tulkram 
refugee camp, and all the 
refugee camps in Judea and 
Samaria,” he said in a state-
ment cited by the Times of 
Israel.

The bus blasts came just 
hours after Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas returned 
four bodies purported to be 
hostages held in Gaza since 
its October 7, 2023 attack.

The bodies were handed 
over as part of a ceasefire 
deal enacted last month 
that has appeared shaky in 
recent weeks as Israel and 
Hamas accused each other 
of violations.
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top of the day

UAE’s Ministry of 
Education issues 
Emirati Day
ABU DHABI : The UAE’s 
Ministry of Education 
(MoE) has issued the 
Emirati Day for Educa-
tion Celebration Guide, a 
unified frame of reference 
for all events and activities 
marking the occasion 
across all schools on 
28th February 2025. The 
Ministry’s guide defines 
Emirati Day for Education 
as a national occasion to 
highlight the role of educa-
tion in the country’s prog-
ress and showcase efforts 
to advance the education 
system in line with global 
standards. 

HOSTAGE FAMILIES’ 
FORUM DEMANDS 
RELEASE OF ALL 
HOSTAGES 
Tel Aviv : Hostage 
Families’ Forum of Hope 
issued a statement on 
Friday morning asserting 
that only the release of 
all hostages together, 
under an ultimatum, 
will save their lives while 
ensuring Israel’s security. 
The forum demands that 
the Israeli government 
put an end to Hamas’s 
extortion tactics and 
demand the release of 
the six hostages being 
held afloat by Saturday. 
Furthermore, the families 
insist that the remaining 
hostages should be freed 
by a specific deadline. 

Bangladesh pays 
tributes to heroes 
of movement
DHAKA : Thousands of 
people on Friday paid 
their tribute to the people 
who laid down their 
lives during the historic 
language movement 
at the Central Shaheed 
Minar in Bangladesh’s 
capital Dhaka. Bangla-
desh President Moham-
med Shahabuddin and 
Chief Adviser Muham-
mad Yunus paid tribute 
to them by placing 
wreaths at the Central 
Shaheed Minar to mark 
International Mother 
Language Day. Walk-
ing barefoot to Dhaka’s 
Central Shaheed Minar 
with wreaths and flowers 
singing “Amar Bhaiyer 
Rokte Rangano Ekushey 
February”, people from 
all walks of life paid 
their respects to heroes. 
Manindra Kumar Nath, 
Acting General Secretary 
of Bangladesh Hindu 
Buddhist Christian Unity 
Council, said that people 
of Bangladesh sacrificed 
their lives against Paki-
stan for their language.

BLA claims 
responsibility 
for attack in 
Balochistan
ABU DHABI:TQuetta: 
The Baloch Liberation 
Army has stated that it 
carried out coordinated 
attacks on multiple 
military checkpoints 
and personnel stationed 
in the Shaban region 
of Pakistan’s biggest 
province - Balochistan. 
According to their 
spokesperson, Azad 
Baloch, BLA fighters 
set up blockades and 
launched simultaneous 
assaults on two military 
checkpoints, which 
were reportedly manned 
by Frontier Corps (FC) 
personnel. The operation, 
which also targeted a 
convoy of FC and police 
reinforcements arriving 
from Quetta, led to fierce 
clashes that lasted over 
two hours. 

New RULEs

n    Revised Regulations Aim for World-Class Mili-
tary: China’s new regulations focus on improving 
combat readiness and addressing the concerns 
of armed forces.

n   Improved Personnel Management and Conduct: 
Changes include better management of appear-
ance, conduct, leave-taking, and military training 
for soldiers.

n   Detailed Codes for Military Parades: New guide-
lines cover military formations for parades on 
land, sea, dock, and air.

“May God avenge their blood and we 
too will avenge,” Netanyahu said.

“We, however, will not tolerate anti-
national activities such as creating 
communal disharmony, disturbing 

peace and security and creating anarchy 
in the name of freedom,” Oli said.



Models Jacquelin Pangsepp (left) and Shanelle Banton wear a haute couture collection of Aldi’s recycled plastic bin 
bags for London fashion week.(File Photo Agency)
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Mitch McConnell won’t seek re-election in 2026

Indian-American Kash 
Patel, confirmed by the 
US Senate to head the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), traces his roots to 
Bhadran village in Guja-
rat’s Anand district, from 
where his family migrated 
to Uganda 70 to 80 years 
ago, his community mem-
bers said on Friday.

New York-born Patel (44), 
who belongs to the Patidar 
community, has become 
the first Indian-American 
to lead the premier law 
enforcement agency of the 
United States.

Leaders of the Patidar 
community said all close 
family members of Patel are 
settled in foreign countries. 
They sold their ancestral 
houses in Bhadran once 
they shifted to Africa.

Chh Gam Patidar Mandal, 
an organisation of the com-
munity based in Anand, 
maintains ‘vanshavali’ (fam-
ily tree) of its members. “In 
the ‘vanshavali’ we have 
names of Kash Patel’s father 
Pramod Patel and also his 
brothers and grandfather,” 

said secretary of the organ-
isation and Anand district 
BJP present Rajesh Patel.

Rajesh Patel told that 
though Kash Patel’s name 
was yet to be added to the 
family tree, entry of 18 
generations of his family 
is there in the ‘vanshavali’ 
and it is stored in their of-
fice along with all members 
of their community.

“As per our records the 
family used to live in Moti 
Khadki area of Bhadran 
village and they migrated to 
Uganda some 70 to 80 years 
ago,” he informed.

“The family sold their 

ancestral house and land 
and all of his relatives are 
settled in foreign countries, 
especially in the USA. Now, 
when a family member of 
Kash comes back to India 
we will seek their permis-
sion to record their next 
generation’s names, in-
cluding his own name, in 
vanshavali,” Rajesh Patel 
informed.

“We have not met Kash 
Patel as the family has not 
visited Anand in recent 
years. But many in our 
community know them as 
Patidar is a close-knit com-
munity,” he said.

Rajesh Patel said as far as 
he knows, the family had 
returned for a brief time to 
India after their expulsion 
from the African country in 
the 1970.

“Those Indians who were 
expelled from Uganda had 
come to India for a brief 
stay as they had applied for 
asylum in the UK, US or 
Canada. Kash Patel’s fam-
ily had also come here for 
a brief stopover and then 
moved to Canada once 
their applications were ac-
cepted,” he said.

From Canada, they shift-
ed to the US, where Kash 
Patel was born in 1980, 
Rajesh Patel maintained.

Indians who migrated to 
Uganda were expelled from 
the African country by dic-
tator Idi Amin who seized 
power in a military coup in 
1971. In 1972, he ordered the 
Indian community to leave 
his country in 90 days.

Chh Gam Patidar Mandal 
is an organization of the Pa-
tidar community from six 
villages/towns of Anand 
district -- Dharmaj, Nadiad, 
Sojitra, Bhadran, Vaso and 
Karamsad. Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel, the first home 
minister of the country, 
hailed from Karamsad.

The new FBI chief served 
as the former Chief of Staff 
to Acting Secretary of De-
fence Christopher Miller. 
He was responsible for 
leading the Secretary’s 
mission at the Department, 
including his executive staff 
and providing counsel to 
him on all matters concern-
ing its operations, the US 
Department of Defence’s 
short biography on Kash 
Patel said.

A decade after wellness in-
fluencer Belle Gibson admit-
ted she didn’t have terminal 
brain cancer, which she 
claimed was cured by the 
healthy lifestyle that made 
her famous, her story has 
inspired a new Netflix series 
— and fresh outrage in Aus-
tralia about the case’s lack of 
resolution.

Authorities said this week 
they’re still pursuing the 
disgraced Instagram star for 
unpaid fines, fueling ongoing 
ire among Australians about 
one of the country’s most 
brazen online scams — an 
episode that drew attention 
to the destructive harms of 
false health claims on social 
media.

Apple Cider Vinegar, Net-
flix’s dramatic retelling of 
Gibson’s story released this 
month, doesn’t recount what 
happened after it was re-
vealed in 2015 that she wasn’t 
sick. In real life, she never 
faced criminal charges.

But in 2017, Australia’s 
federal court fined her 
410,000 Australian dollars 
($261,000), which she had 
raised for charity and failed 
to donate. The consumer 
watchdog in the state of Vic-
toria is still trying to recover 
the funds, a spokesperson 
told The Associated Press.

What was Belle Gibson 
charged with?Gibson’s 
healthy recipe app, The 
Whole Pantry, had 200,000 
downloads in one month 
from the Apple store in 2013. 

She claimed proceeds from 
the app and her cookbook 
— published by a Penguin 
imprint — would be donated 
to charities and to the family 
of a child with cancer.

Only 2% of the total was do-
nated and Gibson was found 
to have breached consumer 
law. A court ordered her to 
produce the remaining funds 
and barred her from making 
health claims.In a letter to the 
court, Gibson said she was in 
debt, didn’t have a job and 
couldn’t pay the costs.

“Consumer Affairs Victoria 
has continued to undertake 
actions to enforce the debt 
owed by Annabelle Natalie 
Gibson (Belle Gibson) under 
court order,” said a statement 
from the agency that was 
supplied on Wednesday.

Australia still pursuing 
wellness blogger Belle Gibson

 Vance criticizes 
Germany’s free 
speech laws

Republican Sen. Mitch Mc-
Connell announced Thursday 
that he won’t seek reelection 
next year, ending a decades-
long tenure as a power broker 
who championed conservative 
causes but ultimately ceded 
ground to the fierce GOP 
populism of President Donald 
Trump.

McConnell, the longest-serv-
ing Senate party leader in U.S. 
history, chose his 83rd birthday 
to share his decision not to run 
for another term in Kentucky 
and to retire when his current 
term ends. He informed The 
Associated Press of his decision 
before he addressed colleagues 
in a speech on the Senate floor.

“Seven times, my fellow Ken-
tuckians have sent me to the 
Senate,” McConnell said, as 

aides lined the back chamber 
and senators listened from 
seats. “Every day in between 
I’ve been humbled by the trust 
they’ve placed in me to do their 
business right here. Represent-
ing our commonwealth has 
been the honor of a lifetime. 
I will not seek this honor an 
eighth time. My current term 
in the Senate will be my last.”

The scramble for McConnell’s 

seat intensified soon after Mc-
Connell spoke.

Former state Attorney Gen-
eral Daniel Cameron, a Repub-
lican, said he’s in the race to 
succeed his one-time mentor, 
having formerly worked as Mc-
Connell’s legal counsel. Camer-
on lost the 2023 governor’s race 
to Democratic incumbent Andy 
Beshear but has been planning 
a political comeback. Cameron 
said Thursday that his values 
align with Kentucky voters and 
touted his support for Trump.

“I’m going to be an ‘America 
First’ senator and it’s time for 
a new generation of leader-
ship,” Cameron told the AP in 
a phone interview Thursday 
evening.

McConnell’s retirement an-
nouncement began the epi-
logue of a storied career as a 
master strategist, one in which 

he helped forge a conservative 
Supreme Court and steered the 
Senate through tax cuts, presi-
dential impeachment trials 
and fierce political fights. Yet 
with his powerful perch atop 
committees, and nearly two 
years remaining in his term, 
McConnell vowed to complete 
his work on several remaining 
fronts.

“I have some unfinished busi-
ness to attend to,” he said.Mc-
Connell walked gingerly to the 
podium, sporting a walking 
boot. Senators from both sides 
of the political aisle seemed to 
listen most intently as he told 
them that while there are any 
number of reasons for pessi-
mism, the strength of the Sen-
ate is not one of them.

“The Senate is still equipped 
for work of great consequence,” 
he told them.
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Trump’s Attacks on Zelenskyy 
Spark Surge in Ukrainian Unity

Days before the third 
anniversary of Rus-
sia’s full-scale in-

vasion, Ukrainians are as 
sombre and tense as they 
were right before Moscow 
launched the war. Only now, 
they aren’t just worried about 
their longtime enemy.

Ukraine’s stunning new 
threat comes from its once 
staunchest ally, the United 
States, whose support ap-
pears to be fading as US Pres-
ident Donald Trump echoes 
the narrative of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin while 
pledging to stop the fighting 
between the two countries.

Over three years of war, 
Ukraine’s initial unity had 
started to wear thin, as old 
frictions and political spats 
reemerged.

But after Trump’s false 
claims this week that Ukraine 
is led by a “dictator” who 
started the war with Rus-
sia, even some of Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy’s harshest critics have 
rallied around him and feel-
ings of unity have surged 
again. “Yes, he’s not a perfect 
president, but he’s not a dicta-

tor,” said Kateryna Karaush, 
a 25-year-old tech worker 
from Kyiv who like many 
Ukrainians — and even some 
Republicans in Congress — is 
struggling to wrap her head 
around Trump’s embrace of 
Russia, which represents a 
major about-face in US for-
eign policy.

“It feels like the whole world 
is against us,” Karaush said. 
Against long odds, Ukraini-
ans – with massive military 
support from the US – have 
prevented Russia from over-
taking their country, even if 

roughly one fifth of it is now 
under Russia control.

A demonstrator holds a 
poster reading, “Real Ameri-
cans Stand with Ukraine,” 
during a rally to protest Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s policies 
on Presidents Day, Monday, 
Feb. 17, 2025, in Los Angeles. 
But after three years of war, 
both civilians and soldiers 
are exhausted. Hundreds of 
thousands have been killed or 
wounded, tens of thousands 
are missing, and millions have 
fled the country.The mood 
only became gloomier in re-

cent days as Trump signalled 
his desire to rapidly bring the 
fighting to a close on terms 
that Zelenskyy and many in 
the West say are too favour-
able to Russia.After Trump 
falsely called Zelenskyy a 
“dictator” – for legally post-
poning an election last year 
— and as reports emerged 
of US and Russian officials 
meeting in Saudi Arabia to 
discuss a possible ceasefire 
without input from Ukraine, 
even some of Zelenskyy’s do-
mestic opponents have begun 
defending him.
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As Russia’s invasion anniversary nears, Ukrainians remain tense, now 
facing broader concerns beyond their longtime enemy.

KEY POINTS
n 	 Trump’s Criti-

cism Sparks 
Unity in Ukraine: 
Despite harsh 
claims by Trump 
about Zelenskyy 
being a “dictator,” 
even some of his 
domestic critics 
have rallied around 
the Ukrainian 
president, boosting 
national unity.

n 	 Ukrainians Feel Isolated Amid US Tensions: With Trump’s stance aligning with Russian 
interests and tensions rising with the US, many Ukrainians feel abandoned, despite contin-
ued military support.
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This week, the world fix-
ated its eyes on the meet-
ing of the representatives 
of the two different worlds. 
On one hand, the Emir of 
Qatar visited India this 
week. On the other hand, 
Russia and the US reached 
an agreement to initiate ef-
forts aimed at concluding 
the war in Ukraine and 
enhancing their diplomatic 
and economic relations. 
Qatar and India formal-
ized their relationship by 
establishing a strategic 
partnership, marked by the 
exchange of official docu-
ments between the two na-
tions. 

This development fol-
lowed a meeting in New 
Delhi between Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh 
Tamim Bin Hamad Al-
Thani. The discussions 
encompassed a wide array 
of subjects, including trade, 

investment, technologi-
cal collaboration, energy, 
food security, education, 
and the enhancement of 
interpersonal connections. 
Furthermore, the leaders 
considered the potential for 
a free trade agreement and 
set an ambitious target to 
double their trade volume 
within the next five years. 

Another important as-
pect of their discussions 
was financial cooperation, 
with both parties agreeing 
to implement measures to 
prevent double taxation 
and fiscal evasion concern-
ing income taxes. An agree-
ment addressing this issue 
was also exchanged. In ad-
dition to bilateral matters, 
the two leaders engaged 
in discussions regarding 
regional and global issues 
of shared interest. Qatar 
also pledged to invest USD 
10 billion in India across a 
range of sectors, as stated 

in a joint announcement by 
the two countries. 

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi described 
his meeting with the Emir 
of Qatar as very produc-
tive. This visit marked 
the first by a Qatari Emir 
to India in a decade. The 
joint statement indicated 
that the investment will 
focus on areas such as in-
frastructure, technology, 
manufacturing, food secu-
rity and more. Additionally, 
both nations aim to increase 
their annual trade over the 
next five years and are con-
sidering the establishment 
of a free trade agreement. 
This week, Russia and the 
US reached an agreement 

to initiate efforts aimed at 
concluding the conflict in 
Ukraine and enhancing 
their diplomatic and eco-
nomic relations, marking 
a significant shift in the 
American foreign policy 
under President Donald 
Trump. 

The US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio also 
stated that both the parties 
broadly agreed on rein-
stating personnel at their 
embassies in Washington 
and Moscow, establishing a 
high- level team to facilitate 
peace negotiations regard-
ing Ukraine, and investigat-
ing opportunities for closer 
relations and economic col-
laboration. He also pointed 

out that the discussions, 
which included his Russian 
counterpart, Sergey Lavrov, 
were very significant, and 
both the sides are commit-
ted towards ending the war. 

Notably, no Ukrainian of-
ficials were in attendance at 
the meeting, which comes 
as Ukraine continues to 
struggle against a larger 
Russian force in a conflict 
that has dragged on for 
almost three years. Presi-
dent Zelenskyy has already 
made it clear that Ukraine 
wouldn’t agree to any re-
sults from this week’s talks 
without their involvement. 
While the US represents 
the voice of NATO, many 
European nations (read: 
NATO) have their own dif-
fering views. Marco Rubio 
had already articulated the 
foreign policy framework 
for the second Trump ad-
ministration during his 
confirmation hearing for 

the position of Secretary 
of State. Rubio has already 
highlighted an ‘America 
First’ strategy that empha-
sizes prioritizing US inter-
ests, minimizing reliance 
on foreign countries, and 
tightening fiscal allocations 
for international assistance. 

His agenda reflects the 
Trump administration’s 
emphasis on domestic is-
sues and a reassessment of 
international obligations. 
He highlighted the im-
portance of ensuring that 
American taxpayer funds 
are directed exclusively to-
wards promoting US inter-
ests. This indeed indicates 
towards Trump’s commit-
ment of ending the wars. 
This looks like a major turn-
ing point since the relation-
ship between Russia and 
the US has hit rock bottom 
during the war. Both em-
bassies have taken a big hit 
with many diplomats being 

expelled over the years, and 
the US along with its Euro-
pean partners imposed a 
bunch of sanctions on Rus-
sia. This war has definitely 
had a huge impact on the 
global economy, peace, and 
security that we can hardly 
imagine. Wars just lead to 
chaos and destruction, and 
that something everyone 
understands. So, why do 
they keep happening? 

The involvement of ad-
ditional nations in any 
conflict then potentially 
escalates into a global war. 
A thorough analysis reveals 
that we are already experi-
encing a scenario akin to 
a world war, as NATO is 
indirectly engaged in this 
perilous conflict. 

Maintaining global peace 
and security is critically 
needed at the moment. It 
remains a critical ques-
tion as to when leaders 
will come to this realiza-

tion. Many criticise such 
dialogues and call them a 
fallacy, but I think these 
dialogues provide a much-
needed breathing space to 
the leaders and nations in 
the global politics. These di-
alogues work as refreshing 
disruptions where the lead-
ers can at least discuss vari-
ous geopolitical issues and 
plausible solutions. These 
dialogues are becoming a 
vital vehicle of strengthen-
ing and promoting bilateral 
as well as multilateral rela-
tions. In this multi- dimen-
sional world of complex 
interdependence, these dia-
logues make the leaders un-
derstand each other’s needs 
leading them towards a 
win-win situation for both 
the sides. Hope the human-
ity wins through these dia-
logues and diplomacy!

 
The author is Professor, School 
of International Studies, JNU

The week of dialogues & diplomacy

world recap
anshu joshi

U.S. Vice President JD Vance 
has criticized Germany’s free 
speech laws during an appear-
ance at a conservative gathering 
outside Washington, linking 
the country’s limits against hate 
speech to American troops sta-
tioned there. German law sets 
restrictions on free speech, in-
cluding the long-standing ban 
on Holocaust denial and any 
glorification of the country’s 
Nazi past.

Kash Patel, new FBI Director, connects to India
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BRAIN PICKING

Kareena Kapoor Khan poses for her social media. (Instagram)

Picture perfect

The purpose of an actress is not to just look beautiful 
and strut around like a peacock but act, too.

—   Raveena Tandon
(Indian Actress)

Kangana’s 'Emergency' will stream on  
Netflix from March 17

Actor-politician Kan-
gana Ranaut on Friday 
announced that her film 
“Emergency” will be avail-
able for streaming on Netf-
lix from March 17.

The film, which courted 
controversy over its censor 
certificate and allegations 
that it misrepresents the 
Sikh community, released 
in theatres on January 17 
after several delays.

Also directed and pro-
duced by Ranaut, the film 
portrays the Emergency 
months and features the 
actor in the role of former 

prime minister Indira Gan-
dhi.

Ranaut shared a still 
from the film on Instagram 
alongside an old image of 
Gandhi. She captioned it, 
“17th March releasing on 
@netflix.

Ranaut, the BJP MP 
from Himachal Pradesh’s 
Mandi, documents the 21 
months of Emergency im-
posed in 1975 by the then 
prime minister in the film.

Following its release, 
“Emergency” was not 
screened at cinemas in Pun-
jab after protests by the Shi-
romani Gurdwara Parband-
hak Committee (SGPC) and 
Sikh organisations. 

Indian iconic films such 
as 'Mother India', 'Amar 
Akbar Anthony', 'Devdas', 
and 'Dilwale Dulhaniya Le 
Jayenge' will be screened 
at the Academy Museum 
of Motion Pictures in Los 
Angeles.

The Academy Museum of 
Motion Pictures in Los An-
geles will present "Emotion 
in Colour: A Kaleidoscope 
of Indian Cinema," a cu-
rated selection of 12 iconic 
films from India, running 
from March 7 to April 19, 
2025, read a statement.

The program explores the 
evolution of colour in In-
dian cinema and its trans-
formative role in shaping 
visual storytelling and emo-
tional resonance.

The series aims to empha-
size the vast richness and 
diversity of Indian cinema, 
spanning decades, regions, 
languages, and genres. Fea-
tured films encapsulate the 
grandeur of period dramas, 
the defiant voices of femi-
nist narratives during colo-
nial rule, and the hopes of a 

newly independent nation.
The eclectic selection 

includes celebrated mas-
terpieces such as 'Mother 
India', 'Manthan', 'Amar 
Akbar Anthony', 'Ishanou, 
Kummatty', Mirch Masala, 
'Devdas, 'Dilwale Dul-
haniya Le Jayenge', 'Jodhaa 
Akbar', 'Kanchenjungha', 
'Maya Darpan' and 'Iru-
var', each offering a unique 
lens into Indian cinema's 
extraordinary relationship 
with color, culture and sto-
rytelling.

Speaking about it, Shiven-
dra Singh Dungarpur 
stated, "In India, color is 
inextricably woven into 
the fabric of our culture 
and artistry, and this is 

profoundly evident in our 
cinema. When the Acad-
emy Museum invited me to 
curate a program of Indian 
films, I saw a rare opportu-
nity to present the unparal-
leled diversity and vibrancy 
of Indian cinema in color to 
a largely unfamiliar audi-
ence."

He  a d d e d ,  " B e yo n d 
H i n d i  c i n e m a ,  I n d i a 
boasts five major film in-
dustries--Tamil, Telugu, 
Kannada,  Malayalam, 
and Bengali--that collec-
tively produce over 2,000 
films annually, alongside 
a multitude of produc-
tions in other languages 
and dialects from every 
corner of the country. 

TdG NETWORK
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'Mother India', 'DDLJ' to be screened 
at Academy Museum, LA 

Former Indian cricket 
team captain Sourav 
Ganguly opened up 

about his biopic and shared 
that Bollywood actor Raj-
kummar Rao will portray 
him in the film.

While speaking to the 
media, he said, "From what 
I've heard, Rajkummar Rao 
will play the role (the titular 
role)...but there are issues 
of dates...so it will take 
more than a year to hit the 
screens."

The former skipper played 
113 Tests and 311 ODIs for In-
dia. The left-handed batsman 
scored 18,575 runs across all 
formats in his international 
career.The Prince of Kolkata 
later went on to become the 

president of the Cricket As-
sociation of Bengal (CAB) 
and later was appointed as 
the president of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) in October last year.

He had led India to 21 
Test wins and the final of 
the 2003 World Cup. The 
southpaw also served in 
BCCI's technical committee 
and was also a member of the 

Cricket Advisory Commit-
tee along with Indian greats 
Sachin Tendulkar and VVS 
Laxman.Ganguly called time 
on his international career in 
2008 and he ended up with 
more than 18,000 interna-
tional runs.

Talking about Rajkummar 
Rao's work front, he will be 
seen in 'Bhool Chuk Maaf', 
also starring Wamiqa Gabbi. 

The makers recently un-
veiled the teaser of the film.

The teaser begins with 
RajKummar and Wamiqa's 
families fixing their wedding 
dates. Everything seems 
normal until the Haldi cer-
emony, where Rajkummar's 
character gets smeared with 
turmeric. But the next day, 
he realizes it's still the 29th, 
and the Haldi preparations 
are happening again. The day 
keeps repeating in a myste-
rious time loop, leading to 
confusion and laughter.

However, the highlight 
of the teaser was the use 
of the song 'Chor Bazaari' 
from Deepika Padukone 
and Saif Ali Khan starrer 
'Love Aaj Kal' (2009) in the 
background. Interestingly, 
Wamiqa Gabbi had a minor 
role in that film.

Rajkummar Rao will play 
Ganguly in cricketer's biopic

'America's Next Top Model' 
producer David St. John has 
passed away.

According to Variety, Da-
vid, who worked on popu-
lar reality shows, died on 
December 19 in Seattle after 
battling pancreatic cancer. 
However, his death was 
only recently announced. 
He was 56.

He began his career at 
MTV, where he worked on 
the show TailDaters. He 
started as an assistant and 
worked his way up to story 
producer. Later, he became 
a key part of America's Next 
Top Model, co-executive 
producing more than 100 
episodes of the hit show.

As per Variety, while re-
membering John, Drew 
Tappon,  Head of  Un-
scripted Development at 
the Oprah Winfrey Net-
work, said, "To be in David 
St. John's orbit meant that 
you were witness to an as-
tonishingly bright light... 
all the time. He made ev-
erything better. And he 
made YOU feel better. 

Simply put, he just made 
us all better."

Jazz Jennings's fam-
ily also shared a statement, 
calling him more than just 
a producer. "David was 
more than just the execu-
tive producer of I Am Jazz 
-- he was family, and we 
loved him deeply. In our 
most challenging moments, 
he lifted our spirits with his 
warmth, reassured us that 
everything would be okay, 
and gave us the strength to 
share our family's journey. 
His kindness, infectious 
laughter, and unwavering 
belief in our story will forever 
be woven into the heart and 
legacy of I Am Jazz and re-
main a cherished part of our 
lives," the statement read.

'America's Next Top Model' producer David St. John dies at 56
AGENCIES
Washington 

Martin Scorsese-directed 
crime drama is set to feature 
Dwayne Johnson, Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Emily Blunt, 
reported Deadline.

The untitled film will re-
volve around the story of a 
world of organised crime 
in Hawaii, based on a real-
life crime boss who fought 

to control the underworld 
during the 1960s and 70s.

Written by Nick Bilton, 
the story follows a power-
ful and ruthless Hawai-
ian mob leader, similar to 
Robert De Niro's character 
in Goodfellas, who battled 
rival factions and mainland 
corporations to dominate 
Hawaii's criminal empire, 
according to Deadline. The 
film will depict his rise to 

power, his violent strug-
gles, and his fight to protect 
his ancestral land.

Meanwhile, this also marks 
another major collabora-
tion between Scorsese and 
DiCaprio, who have worked 
together on films like The 
Departed, Gangs of New 
York, and Killers of the Flow-
er Moon. Johnson and Blunt 
are also reuniting after their 
work on Jungle Cruise. 

Martin Scorsese's crime drama to star Dwayne Johnson, DiCaprio
AGENCIES
Washington 
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Religious leaders and their 
lives have always caught the 
attention of the public in 
general. Much of this comes 
from the controversies with 
which they are associated, 
sometimes arising genuinely 
from their darker side deal-
ings or sometimes from ri-
vals after getting caught up 
in the struggle for power.
Edward Berger directed Con-
clave is a compelling narrative 

built around the Vatican City 
and its process of selecting the 
Pope by the Cardinals from 
across the world. With an ex-
cellent screenplay, powerful 
dialogues, and commendable 
acting of the lead characters, 
the film keeps you spellbound 
throughout its 1 hour and 58 
minutes of screen time.

Set in the Vatican City en-
vironment, the film brings 
alive the systems & processes 
of the Vatican, the lives & 
times, and challenges & in-
securities of the Cardinals. 

The film opens with the 
death of the current Pope 
and now Cardinal Thomas 
Lawrence (Ralph Fiennes) is 
in charge of organizing the 
conclave that will decide the 
next Pope based on the vot-
ing from the Cardinals who 
have come from different 
parts of the world.

Peter Draughan delivers a 
strong script with many lay-
ers uncovering as the story 
unfolds. Cardinal Lawrence 
himself is not keen to become 
the Pope is also an open-
minded person, detached 
from the old archaic system 
of Churches. He has to man-
age the ideological conflicts 

between the traditional 
hardliner Cardinal Goffredo 
Tedesco (Sergio Castellitto) 
and a neo-liberal Cardinal 
Bellini (Stanley Tucci) and 
others. 

As the story develops 
Cardinal Lawrence tries 
to strike a balance between 
the extreme views of various 
cardinals including the lib-
erals and the conservatives. 
In the process Lawrence dis-
covers a lot of historical pasts 
of many including one of the 
most popular ones running 
for the Pope's position, the 
Cardinal Adeyemi (Lucian 
Msamati) from Africa. In 
the conclave, there is a high 
drama during the dinner on 

the 2nd day of the conclave 
where Cardinal Adeyemi 
is confronted by a Sister, 
with whom Adeyemi had 
secretly fathered a child, 
and this makes him ineligi-
ble for becoming the Pope. 
It's revealed as the layers 
uncover, that this Sister 
Shanumi (Balkissa Souley 
Maiga), was present at the 
Conclave as her relocation 
from Nigeria to Vatican City 
was engineered by Cardinal 
Tremblay (John Lithgow), 
who wanted the image of 
Cardinal Adeyemi to be tar-
nished, as he was among the 
frontrunners for the Pope's 
position.

The climax moves towards 

an open-minded and toler-
ant choice for the Pope, The 
Archbishop of Kabul in Af-
ghanistan, Cardinal Benitz 
(Carlos Diehz). Lawrence 
had earlier inducted him in 
the candidacy based upon 
the letter of authority from 
the earlier Pope, surprising 
every other Cardinal present 
at the conclave.  

Cardinal Benitz talks of 
humanity over anything 
else wins the hearts of all 
the Cardinals present and 
makes it to the choice of a 
new Pope. However, a se-
cret is revealed about him 
from a Switzerland clinic 
exploring Laparoscopic 
Hysterectomy, again rais-

ing the question of whether 
he will even be eligible to be 
a Pope or not. 

Conclave also takes you 
through the superb Roman 
architecture, making you 
feel its grandness. The film 
also gets you to experience 
the corridors of religious 
power (literally). Stéphane 
Fontaine, as Director of 
Photography, is as brilliant 
with his close ups as he is 
with large canvas shots in 
the film. Conclave an inter-
esting watch for the cinema 
aficionado!
Praveen Nagda is Festival 
Director of KidzCINEMA 
and CultureCinema Film 
Festivals

review: CONCLAVE *****

praveen Nagda
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It’s the season of love- the 
month of Valentine’s. 
However, the madness 

was palpably missing this 
year on 14 February at least 
in the capital city for some 
strange reason. While on my 
way to attend a fireside chat 
with Karan Johar at New 
Delhi’s luxury hotel known 
for its old-world charm (as 
part of the Indian Chambers 
of Commerce (ICC) cen-
tenary celebrations) I was 
wondering if the old-world 
charm of “love” has worn 
away by the visibly thanda 
looking Dilli roads. I was 
still registering the general 
lack of Valentine’s Day fer-
vour, when the host intro-
duced KJo saying- “I want 
to thank Karan for taking 
out time even on a Valen-
tine’s Day” to which KJo 
replied in his characteristic 
witty style – “which, by the 
way, doesn’t speak volumes 
about my love life.” The man 
who taught the world how 
to love through his romantic 
movies said he was happiest 
being single and skipping 
marriage for kids- “In my 
personal life I was smart 
and skipped that part to 
the best part of having chil-
dren. Being single, you have 
zero baggage, no drama and 
multiple options, what’s not 
to celebrate?? Happy Valen-
tine’s Day”.

That set me thinking about 
the changing concept of 
love.. and how there is al-
most a “love churn” in our 
society. 

Today, self-love is priori-
tized before romantic love. 
People believe in healing, 
setting boundaries, and 
leaving toxic relationships 
instead of staying out of ob-
ligation. And relationships 
are more fluid—people rec-
ognize that not all love lasts 

forever, leading to an in-
crease in breakups, divorc-
es, and second marriages. 
Concepts like situation-
ships, open relationships, 
and conscious uncoupling 
are becoming mainstream.

Earlier in traditional soci-
eties, love was secondary to 
marriage, which was based 
on family, duty, and social 
status. Arranged marriages 
and societal expectations 
dictated relationships. 
But from duty to choice, 
love is now about person-
al fulfilment, emotional 

connection, and compat-
ibility. People prioritize 
self-growth and happiness 
in relationships, often lead-
ing to delayed marriages or 
non-traditional partner-
ships. Why is it that people 
are not getting married eas-
ily? They are taking time to 
figure out their love, their 
life, their partner.

Earlier love was tied to 
commitment, ownership, 
and exclusivity. Jealousy 
and being possessive were 
often seen as a sign of love. 
It was about finding the one 

to “complete” you. Sacrifice 
was seen as proof of love. 
Women often lost them-
selves in relationships. 
Now women want a love 
that complements, not com-
pletes them.

Love in 2025 certainly goes 
beyond traditional roles. 
Earlier relationships fol-
lowed rigid gender expecta-
tions—men were providers, 
women were nurturers. But 
today, love is a choice, not 
compulsion.

So what kind of love is 
today’s woman seeking? 

The modern woman’s ex-
pectations from love and 
relationships have evolved 
significantly. Unlike previ-
ous generations, where love 
was often linked to security, 
duty, or societal norms, to-
day’s woman seeks partner-
ship, growth, and emotional 
fulfilment. Today’s woman 
seeks a love that liberates, 
not restricts. She desires a 

partner, not an authority. 
Support, respect, and emo-
tional depth matter more 
than labels and societal ex-
pectations. A love that feels 
like freedom, not a cage.

Earlier, a woman was ex-
pected to prioritize her re-
lationship over her career 
and ambitions. But today’s 
woman seeks love that al-
lows her to thrive profes-

sionally, personally, emo-
tionally. She wants someone 
supportive of her career, 
respects her space and in-
dividuality and encourages 
personal growth. A rela-
tionship where both part-
ners cheer for each other’s 
success rather than compet-
ing or controlling. So, a love 
that allows you to blossom 
into a better human being in 
every whichever way– that’s 
what today’s woman wants.

A modern woman pri-
oritizes mental health over 
staying in a draining rela-
tionship just for the sake of 
love. A woman today would 
rather be single and happy 
than trapped in a forced re-
lationship.

Also commitment to one 
partner does not mean di-
vorce from other relation-
ships. A good romantic 
relationship allows you to 

thrive in all your other ones 
as well. Then, be it your girl-
friends, sisters, aunts, un-
cles, cousins and of course 
parents and siblings. Like 
they say, it takes a village to 
complete a person. Your life 
is your life and your rela-
tions are your relations and 
your partner is not expected 
to be present on all occa-
sions and pretend that he 
is enjoying even though he 
may be sulking inside. Ro-
mance is about letting your 
partner be the best version 
of herself and be the wind 
below her wings.  

Love is no longer one-
size-fits-all. The idea of love 
may keep evolving in every 
decade of your relationship. 
But what should not change 
is mutual care, understand-
ing and the bond of friend-
ship that you share with 
your partner.

Namrata Kohli

Woman Wise

Love in 2025 certainly goes 
beyond traditional roles. Earlier 

relationships followed rigid gender 
expectations—men were providers, 
women were nurturers. But today, 

love is a choice, not compulsion.



Feelings and thoughts 
have their roots in past 
experiences. Frightening 
things have happened to 
each of us. When frightening 
events happen in the world, 
these old fears are activated 
in the me. They burst into the 
screening room of my mind, 
overriding self-control. 
I have also experienced 
compassion, love, and 
safety. Throughout the day, 
when I see living examples 
of these qualities they feed 
the compassion that dwells 
eternally in my heart. Today 
let me activate my positive 
qualities to face and conquer 
fear.

A thought 
for today

“When the sunshine of lov-
ing kindness meets the tears 
of suffering, the rainbow of 

compassion arises”
- A Myanmar saying

Learning to be kind to 
oneself is a very deep and 
important aspect of our 
spiritual journey. We often 
feel not good enough, not 
loveable, or end up always 
trying to please others, so 
treating the self with com-
passion is vital. Being kind 
to oneself encompasses 
the vital energy of heal-
ing and is an intrinsic is 
part of spiritual growth. 
Once we understand the 
dynamics and impor-
tance of self-compassion, 

it makes us stronger, more 
independent, and opens 
our hearts.

“Know yourself ” is a 
philosophical maxim 
inscribed on the Temple 
of Apollo in the ancient 
Greek precinct of Delphi, 
and it holds a profound 
spiritual truth. When I 
deeply realise that I am a 
spiritual being and not the 
physical body I inhabit, I 
become aware that the 
core energy of my being 
is love. I realise, I am love; 
I have love within me. It is 
part of my core identity, my 
spiritual DNA. 

The word compassion 
means ‘to suffer with’. It 
is not that we suffer with 
others, because it is much 
more complex than that, 
but it is about our rela-
tionship with suffering 
and pain and sorrow and 
how we relate to those mo-
ments in life, which we all 
encounter. 

Paul Gilbert, a British 
clinical psychologist, de-
fines compassion as the…

“Deep awareness of the 
suffering of oneself and 

other living beings coupled 

with the wish and effort to 
alleviate it”.

Compassion is a power-
ful energy, and it is some-
thing we can all give to 
others and to ourselves. 
Compassion includes:

Attending – paying at-
tention to the other – no-
ticing

Understanding – having 
an empathic response to 
the distress of others

Empathising – taking a 
thoughtful and appropri-
ate action to help relieve 
the suffering of another
(Atkins and Parker 2012)

Why is it 
important to be 
actively kind to 
oneself?
“For someone to develop 
genuine compassion to-
wards others, first they 

must have a basis upon 
which to cultivate com-
passion – that basis is the 
ability to connect to one’s 
own feelings and to care 
for one’s own welfare… 
caring for others requires 
caring for oneself.”

The Dalai Lama, 2012
However, being kind 

to oneself is something 
most of us are not very 
good at. Kristen Neff is an 

associate professor in the 
department of Educational 
Psychology, at the Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin, 
USA.  She says that there 
are three components to 
self-compassion:

1.	 Mindfulness – ‘notice’ 
- we have to know where it 
hurts to be able to respond 
to our self. We have to feel 
it so we can heal it. 

2.	 Common humanity 
– We are not alone. There 
are eight billion of us on 
the planet, so the chances 
are we are sharing the 
same feelings as billions 
of others at any given mo-
ment.

3.	 Self-kindness – Treat 
ourselves as we would a 
dear friend – holding a 
hand, softening the tone 
of the voice, taking care 
with the words we speak. 
All of this requires courage 
and wisdom.

One of the reasons that 
most of us are not very 
good at self-compassion 
is that many of us spend 
most of our time feeling 
angry, stressed, and anx-
ious. We are out of balance, 
and are releasing too much 

adrenaline (response to 
fear) or dopamine (ad-
dicted to ‘doing’) into our 
bodies. We need to spend 
more time in a safe, con-
nected space where we 
release more oxytocin and 
endorphins, the hormones 
of love and calmness. This 
is why meditation is a way 
of bringing ourselves back 
into balance. In medita-
tion, we connect with 
our real self, the soul, and 
to the higher Universal 
Source of love and peace. 
In so doing, we trigger, via 
our thoughts and feelings, 
the physiological response 
of calmness and kindness 
– the compassionate re-
sponse.  When we practise 
self-compassion, we are 
authentically reflecting 
our true spiritual nature 
of love and peace.
Dr. Sarah Eagger, a long-time 
practitioner of Rajyoga, is 
Chair of the Janki Founda-
tion and a retired consultant 
psychiatrist formerly at 
Imperial College, London. 
Her book, ‘Stillness in the 
Storm—7 tools for coping 
with fear and uncertainty’, 
was published recently.

Nurturing self-compassion

Sarah Eagger

In Indian mythology, 
night is associated with 
several divine figures, 

including Shiva (Ma-
hashivratri), Brahma (Brah-
ma’s day and night), and 
the goddesses worshipped 
during the Navratri festival. 
Mahashivratri, which will 
be celebrated on February 
26 this year, is the most sig-
nificant of these nights as it 
commemorates the divine 
incarnation of God Shiva.

Among all the members of 
the Hindu pantheon, Shiva 
is referred to as the Supreme 
Soul, while the others are 
called deities. This is re-
flected in the prayer, ‘Brahma 
devaya namah, Vishnu devaya 

namah...’ (Salutations to the 
deities Brahma and Vishnu). 
Shiva, on the other hand, is 
referred to as the Supreme 
Soul, as in the prayer, ‘Shiv 
paramatmane namah’. Sanya-
sis and spiritual seekers say 
‘Shivoham’  (I am Shiva) to af-
firm the idea of the self being 
one with the divine; they do 
not refer to any of the deities 
to make this affirmation.

The deities are the high-
est creations of God and 
are worshipped alongside 
Him by virtue of their di-
vine qualities, but they take 
birth in the corporeal world 
while God never does so, 
since He is beyond the cycle 
of birth and death. For this 
reason, Shiva is depicted in 
the incorporeal form of the 
lingam, unlike the deities, 
who are worshipped in the 
form of idols.   

Shiva and Shankar are 
separate entities. Shankar 
is a deity shown in human 
form, often seated in a medi-
tative state, with a Shivling 
before him. He is one of the 
creations of the Creator, God 
Shiva. Notably, Shivratri is 
never called Shankar-ratri, 

because Shiva and Shankar 
are two different figures.

God Shiva incarnates 
Himself in this world when 
it is enveloped in the dark-
ness of evil and ignorance, 
when unrighteousness 
prevails, to re-establish a 
righteous world order. He 

does this by reawakening 
human souls to their true 
identity – that they are im-
mortal souls, not perishable 
bodies – and their filial bond 
with Him. He teaches them 
Rajyoga meditation —lov-
ing remembrance by which 
they can connect with Him 

mentally, draw His powers,  
become whole and healthy 
again, and overcome their 
weaknesses.

The light of spiritual 
knowledge imparted by 
God dispels the darkness of 
ignorance that prevails in 
the world. Self-realisation, 

the renewed connection 
with God, and rediscovery 
of their virtues and powers 
transforms the thinking, 
outlook, and behaviour of 
souls. This change of con-
sciousness is the basis of 
turning Brahma’s night, 
which is another name for 

Kaliyug, or the Iron Age, 
when the world is akin to 
hell, into Brahma’s day or 
Satyug, the Golden Age, 

which is remembered in 
various religious traditions 
as paradise, or heaven.

When a critical number of 
souls recognise the truth of 
their spiritual identity and 
begin to live according to 
God’s teachings, the world 
begins to change, whereby 
selfish and harmful ways of 

thinking and behaviour are 
discarded and replaced by 
an enlightened world view, 
leading to the eventual dawn 

of the Golden Age. In this 
process of change, all souls 
are liberated from their sor-
rows. Shivratri thus holds 
meaning for people of all 
faiths across the world.
B.K. Surya is a Rajyoga teacher 
at the Brahma Kumaris head-
quarters in Mount Abu, Raj-
asthan.

Shivratri matters to the whole world

Often when there is talk of 
world peace and unity, it is 
said that humanity is one 
big family sharing a com-
mon abode, planet Earth. 
Similarities in culture, val-
ues, feelings, and aspira-
tions are cited to highlight 
the commonalities among 
all people. Similarly, the 
rich diversity in culture, 
traditions, and even the 
physical appearance of 
people from different 
countries is celebrated dur-
ing international events 
such as the Olympic Games 
and youth festivals. How-
ever, the bonhomie wit-
nessed during such events 
has not stopped conflicts 
based on differences of re-

ligion, nationality, and ide-
ology around the world.

Feel-good slogans and 
talk do not bring people 
closer together. Even in-
stitutionalized measures 
to remove barriers among 
nations and foster integra-
tion do not erase the feeling 
of ‘us’ and ‘them’, which is 
at the root of a lot of ill will 
among people from differ-
ent backgrounds.

The fundamental reason 
for such divides is people’s 
lack of awareness of their 
true relationship with their 
fellow humans, which in 
turn is the result of igno-
rance of their spiritual 
identity.

Most of us have heard or 
read that we are souls. But 
this piece of information 
remains just that, and it 
is mostly relegated to the 
back of the mind. Very few 
people are conscious of this 
fact while going about their 
daily lives, and fewer still 
make the effort to think, 
speak, and act with this 
awareness all the time.

What difference does it 
make, one might ask. It 
makes all the difference. 

The soul is a tiny, sentient 
point of light that is the 
source of life in a living be-
ing. It is when a soul takes 
birth in a human body that 
it comes to be called a hu-
man being. Though it re-
sides in a perishable body, 
the soul is imperishable. It 
cannot be destroyed and it 
does not die.  The soul has 

no nationality, race, caste, 
or gender. It acquires these 
labels according to the cir-
cumstances of its birth and 
its later life. Peace is the 
eternal religion of all souls, 
and their eternal relation-
ship is that of brotherhood, 
in a spiritual family. Purity, 
love, and happiness are the 
soul’s innate qualities.

But most of us have for-
gotten our spiritual iden-
tity, qualities, and mutual 
relationship. Instead we 
identify each other by the 
labels we have created: of 
gender, nationality, reli-
gion, and more. The result 
is feelings of mistrust, fear, 
rejection, and hostility to-
wards the ‘others’ who do 

not have the same labels as 
‘us’.

National boundaries and 
social divisions are the 
creation of these feelings, 
which cause people with 
the same labels to band to-
gether to protect what they 
see as common interests. 
Most conflicts in the world 
can be traced to these nega-

tive feelings. Peace talks 
between people who har-
bour hatred and suspicion 
for each other may produce 
a political compromise and 
cessation of hostilities, but 
they cannot build a happy 
future for those involved 
as long as they carry poi-
son in their minds for each 
other.

Universal peace, happi-
ness, and prosperity can 
be realised only when all 
people recognise their 
spiritual identity and re-
late to each other on that 
basis. When we see each 
other as brother souls, as 
children of one Father, the 
Supreme Soul, our feel-
ings for others are kinder 
and more amenable. At the 
same time, knowing that 
each soul has a unique role 
helps us appreciate differ-
ences of opinion, inclina-
tion, and lifestyle. When 
we interact with others 
with this knowledge, we 
are able to create harmo-
nious relationships where 
everyone can express their 
unique qualities and is ac-
cepted and respected un-
conditionally.

Such an enlightened way 
of life is not a fantasy – it 
is the reality in spiritual 
communities where peo-
ple from different back-
grounds engage in learning 
that fosters respect for all 
souls. They practise Rajyo-
ga meditation, which helps 
them rediscover and use 
the positive qualities latent 
within them and enables 
them to develop strength of 
character and create new 
attitudes and responses to 
life.

Such transformed indi-
viduals are in turn bring-
ing positive change in com-
munities across the world, 
by helping people to over-
come damaging habits of 
thought, feeling, and reac-
tion, and create a better life 
for themselves. This silent, 
inconspicuous process is 
the only way we can build a 
world of lasting peace and 
happiness, fulfilling the 
deepest yearning of every 
soul.

B.K. Geeta is a Rajyoga teach-
er at the Brahma Kumaris 
headquarters in Abu Road, 
Rajasthan.

Building one global family

B.K. Geeta

B.K. Surya

The light of spiritual knowledge imparted by God Shiva dispels the darkness of ignorance that prevails in the world.

God Shiva incarnates Himself in 
this world when it is enveloped in 

the darkness of evil and ignorance, 
when unrighteousness prevails, to 

re-establish a righteous world order. 
He does this by reawakening human 
souls to their true identity – that they 

are immortal souls, not perishable 
bodies – and their filial bond with Him. 

Compassion is a powerful energy—something we can all give to others and to ourselves.

Universal peace can be realised only when we recognise our spiritual identity and relate to each other as brother souls.
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Ahead of his nation’s cam-
paign opener in the ICC 
Champions Trophy against 
arch-rivals England, for-
mer Australian all-rounder 
Shane Watson has backed 
experienced all-rounder 
Glenn Maxwell has his best 
cricket “in front of him” and 
will play a “pivotal” role in 
his team’s success at the 
tournament.

Australia’s ICC Cham-
pions Trophy campaign 
will kickstart on Saturday 
at Lahore against arch-ri-
vals England, followed by 
matches against South Af-
rica (February 25) at Rawal-
pindi and Afghanistan (Feb-
ruary 28) at Lahore.

Maxwell might be 36 years 
old and boast more than 250 
international caps across 
three formats, but his form 

in the Big Bash - 
where he was one 
of two Players of 
the Series - has 
convinced Watson 
his best cricket is 
still to come. Dur-
ing the tourna-
ment, Maxwell had 

made 325 runs in nine 
matches at an average 

of 54.16 and a strike rate of 
186.78, with three fifties and 
also took a wicket.

However, his recent in-
ternational outings do not 
inspire much confidence, 
despite the inconsistencies 
that are natural with his role 
as an attacking all-rounder. 
In the last seven innings and 
eight matches, he has only 
scored 56 runs and taken 
five wickets. One of Austra-
lia’s biggest match-winners 
remains in the “bust” 
phase of his “boom-or-
bust” batting.

Au st r a l i a  h e ad 
to Pakistan as the 
re igning world 
champions in the 
50-over format 
and sit second in 
the men’s ODI 
team rankings.

But with just 
one win from 
their last five 
ODI matches - 
and key bowl-
ers Pat Cum-
mins,  Josh 
Hazlewood 
and Mitchell 
Starc all miss-
ing from the 
squad - ques-
t i o n s  h av e 
been raised about 

their ability to claim the 
trophy in Pakistan.

However, Watson, the 
two-time ICC Men’s Cham-
pions Trophy winner and 
one of four Event Ambas-
sadors for the 2025 edition, 
insists they will be a tough 
team to beat, especially if 
their explosive all-rounder 

fires.

Former India cricket team 
captain and ex-BCCI chief 
Sourav Ganguly expressed 
confidence in India’s perfor-
mance in the ICC Champions 
Trophy, stating that the team 
will play well.

“India will play well (in 
Champions Trophy),” Gan-
guly told reporters. India 
started their Champions 
Trophy campaign on a strong 
note with a six-wicket victory 
against Bangladesh.

Electing to bat first, Ban-
gladesh top order imploded 
and was at 35/5, untill a 154 
run stand between Towhid 
Hridoy (100 in 117 balls, with 
six fours and two sixes) and 
Jaker Ali (68 in 114 balls, with 
four fours) powered them to 
a decent 228/10.

In the run chase, India had 
a fine 69-run opening stand 
with skipper Rohit (41 in 36 
balls, with seven fours) lead-
ing the way. India stumbled 
to 144/4 and from there, 
Shubman Gill (101* in 129 

balls, with nine fours and 
two sixes) and KL Rahul (41* 
in 47 balls, with a four and 
two sixes) sealed the game for 
India. Gill won the ‘Player of 
the Match’ award.

Ganguly, who played 113 
Tests and 311 ODIs for In-
dia, was one of the most in-
fluential left-handed batters 
in Indian cricket history. He 
amassed 18,575 runs across 
all formats in his interna-
tional career. Known as the 
‘Prince of Kolkata,’ he later 
took on administrative roles, 
first becoming the president 
of the Cricket Association 
of Bengal (CAB) and subse-
quently the president of the 
Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI).

During his tenure as cap-
tain, Ganguly led India to 21 
Test victories and guided the 
team to the final of the 2003 
ICC Cricket World Cup. 
His contributions extended 
beyond the field, as he also 
served on BCCI’s technical 
committee and was a mem-
ber of the Cricket Advisory 
Committee.

Former captain Sourav 
Ganguly believes KL Ra-
hul’s “fantastic” statistics in 
ODIs could be the under-
lying reason behind head 
coach Gautam Gambhir 
preferring him over the ex-
plosive wicketkeeper bat-
ter Rishabh Pant in India’s 
Champions Trophy playing 
XI.

The foreshadowing of 
Rahul keeping the wickets 
ahead of Pant was all over 
the place during India’s 3-0 
series triumph over Eng-
land at home. After India 
took an unassailable 2-0 
lead, reports flooded social 
media, suggesting that Pant 
would take over Rahul’s du-
ties for the final clash before 
the Champions Trophy.

However, the reports from 
the rumour mill turned out 
to be untrue when India’s 
playing XI confirmed Ra-
hul had retained his spot. 

The decision to bench Pant 
before the Champions Tro-
phy led the fan base divided.

The versatile batter contin-
ued to don the gloves for the 
Men in Blue in the Cham-
pions Trophy campaign 
opener against Bangladesh.

Rahul continued his red-
hot form with a composed 
41* from 47 deliveries, laced 
with a sole four and two 
towering maximums as In-
dia sailed to a comfortable 
six-wicket victory.

Ganguly weighed in on In-
dia management’s decision 
to back Rahul ahead of Pant. 
According to him, Rahul’s 
searing form in the format 
could be the reason behind 
his selection.

“India is such a strong side 
in batting. Rishabh Pant is 
very good, and KL Rahul 
is very good. KL Rahul’s 
numbers on One Day are 
fantastic. So, I think that is 
why Gautam Gambhir has 
gone with KL Rahul. There 
is very little to choose from 

because both are exception-
al,” Ganguly said during an 
event in Kolkata.

In 81 matches, Rahul has 
garnered 2,944 runs, aver-
aging 48.26 while striking 
at 87.74, including seven 
centuries and 18 fifties. On 
the other hand, Pant, in 
31 matches, has 871 runs 
to his name, at an average 
of 33.50, at a strike rate of 
106.2, featuring a sole cen-
tury and five fifties.Given 
Rahul’s experience in the 
format and his staggering 
record against Pakistan, he 
could be the top contender 
for Sunday’s high-voltage 
clash against the defending 
champions.

In three appearances 
against India’s bitter rival, 
Rahul has amassed 187 
runs at a stunning average 
of 187.00 while striking at 
87.79. Apart from the wick-
etkeeping conundrum, In-
dia has been waiting for its 
stalwart Virat Kohli to find 
his rich vein of form. 

Kerala made history in 
Ahmedabad, securing 
their first-ever appearance 
in the Ranji Trophy finals 
after a win on the basis of 
first innings lead against 
Gujarat on Friday. On the 
other hand, Vidarbha out-
classed defending cham-
pions Mumbai to secure 
an 80-run win in Nagpur.

For Kerala, this run till 
the Ranji final has been a 
dream run achieved by the 
barest of margins. Kerala 
made it to the semifinals 
because they had an ex-
tremely narrow but differ-

ence-making one-run lead 
over Jammu and Kashmir 
that helped them move 
ahead despite the drawn 
match.

In the semifinals, on 
the final day of the match 
against Gujarat, they kept 
their first innings lead in-
tact by two runs before 
drawing the match.

Coming to Kerala’s match 
at Nagpur, they had won 
the toss and opted to bat 
first. Having lost half their 
side for 206 runs despite 
skipper Sachin Baby (69 in 
195 balls, with eight fours) 
half-century, a memorable 
century from Mohammed 
Azharuddeen (177* in 341 

balls, with 20 fours and a 
six) and a half-century by 
Salman Nizar (52 in 202 
balls, with four boundaries 
and a six) took them to 457 
runs, with a 149-run stand 
between Nizar and Azha-
ruddeen putting Kerala 

ahead.
Arzan Nagwaswalla 

(3/81) and Chintan Gaja 
(2/75) were the pick of the 
bowlers for Gujarat.

Gujarat responded well, 
with experienced batter 
Priyank Panchal (148 in 

237 balls, with 18 fours 
and a six) putting his team 
along with important con-
tributions from Jaymeet 
Patel (79 in 177 balls, with 
two fours) and Aarya De-
sai (73 in 118 balls, with 11 
fours and a six). However, 
on the final day, the equa-
tion went down to Kerala 
needing a wicket and Gu-
jarat needing three runs to 
take the lead. Arzan’s catch 
went into skipper Sachin’s 
hands, giving Aditya Sar-
wate (4/111) the prized 
wicket that sealed Kerala’s 
spot in the final.

Later, Kerala ended the 
match at 114/4, with Jalaj 
Saxena (37* in 90 balls, 

with seven fours) and 
Ahammed Imran (14*) 
staying unbeaten. Kerala 
managed to win the match 
because of their first in-
nings lead.

Shifting the action to 
Nagpur, featuring a star-
studded Mumbai, Vidarb-
ha won the toss and elected 
to bat first. The fifties from 
Dhruv Shorey (74 in 109 
balls, with nine fours), 
Danish Malewar (79 in 157 
balls, with seven fours and 
a six) and Yash Rathod (54 
in 113 balls, with six fours) 
took Vidarbha to 383, with 
Shivam Dube’s figures of 
5/49 standing out among 
bowlers.

Former captain Inzamam-
ul-Haq weighed in on the 
factors that could influence 
the outcome of the block-
buster Champions Trophy 
clash between India and 
Pakistan.

A new chapter of the 
fierce rivalry between India 
and Pakistan will unfold 
in Dubai on Sunday. The 
pressure will be high, es-
pecially after the defending 
champions, Pakistan, faced 
a 60-run defeat against New 
Zealand in Karachi.

With Pakistan facing a 
do-or-die situation and the 

pressure of high-stakes ri-
valry, their encounter on 
Sunday promises to be a 
gripping and nerve-wrack-
ing affair.

“There is always pres-
sure. When you play just 
one match a year, that pres-
sure is amplified. Nowadays, 

with so much cricket being 
broadcast, players watch 
each other closely. Earlier, 
we approached it as a team 
game; whichever team had 
the better balance had the 
upper hand,” Inzamam 
said on a special episode of 
JioHotstar.

Inzamam admitted that 
India has had a far stronger 
squad in recent years than 
Pakistan. The former bat-
ting maestro believes that 
India’s possessing quality 
all-rounders like Ravindra 
Jadeja and Hardik Pandya 
can make a huge difference 
in such high-profile games.

“India has had a strong 
team in recent years, espe-
cially with all-rounders like 
Ravindra Jadeja and Hardik 
Pandya providing balance in 
the lower order. In subconti-
nent conditions, having such 
players makes a huge differ-
ence. Even now, the team 
with better balance will have 
the edge,” he added.

Shahid Afridi reminisced 
about the days when he 
used to play against India in 
some of the jaw-dropping 
matches.

“For a cricketer, an India-
Pakistan match is a golden 
opportunity, especially for 
youngsters. It was always 
my dream. Before a match, 
I couldn’t sleep at night--I 
would think about my per-
formance and how I couldn’t 
afford to miss this chance. 
Even if I hadn’t performed 
in the last five or six match-
es, if I did well in an India-
Pakistan game, everything 
would be forgiven. That’s 
how big this rivalry is,” Sha-
hid said.

A fighting knock by 
Rahmat Shah could 
not eclipse Ryan 

Rickelton’s century and a fine 
effort from South African 
pacers as Afghanistan went 
down to Proteas in their ICC 
Champions Trophy opener 
at Karachi on Friday.

Chasing 316 runs, Afghani-
stan lost wickets at regular 
intervals. However, Rahmat 
kept fighting, trying to re-
duce the gap of defeat to the 
shortest margin possible and 
perhaps pull off a miracle. 
However, SA was too good 
and Afghanistan succumbed 
to a 107-run loss.

In the run-chase of 316 
runs, Afghanistan was 
dealt a massive blow when 
the opener Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz (10), their most con-
sistent batter, was removed 
by Lungi Ngidi just after 
conceding a boundary. A 
top-edge landed into Keshav 
Maharaj’s hands at short fine 

leg. Afghanistan was 16/1 in 
3.2 overs.

Kagiso Rabada laid Ibra-
him Zadran’s (16) middle 

stump flat, removing both 
openers at a score of 38 in 
9.4 overs.

Sediqullah Atal and skip-
per Hashmatullah Shahidi 
could not rebuild for Af-
ghanistan, getting dismissed 
by the time the score hit 50 

in 14.4 overs.
Azmatullah Omarzai and 

Rahmat Shah gave Afghani-
stan a temporary moment of 
relief, finding some bound-
aries. However, their 39-run 
stand ended with Omarzai 
getting caught behind by 
Rickelton on a Rabada de-
livery for 18 in 27 balls, with 
three fours. Afghanistan lost 
half their team for 89 runs in 
23 overs.

Afghanistan reached the 
100-run mark in 25.1 overs.

All-rounder Mohammed 
Nabi was the sixth wicket to 
fall, with Afghans failing to 
stitch yet another big stand. 
Marco Jansen got the veteran 
for eight and left Afghans at 
120/6 in 29 overs.

Gulbadin Naib joined Rah-
mat and found some bound-
aries against Jansen.

Rahmat reached his half-
century in 62 balls, with 
four boundaries. However, 
he found himself running 
out of partners, with Ngidi 
cleaning Gulbadin for 13 in 
19 balls, with two fours. 

Champions Trophy: South Africa 
beat Afghanistan by 107 runs

Watson backs Maxwell to shine in 
ICC Champions Trophy for Australia

Kerala, Vidarbha to meet for title clash in Ranji Trophy

Team with better balance will have edge: Inzamam
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India will play well: 
Ganguly on India’s 
CT 2025 campaign

Ganguly backs 
Gambhir for picking 
Rahul before Pant

South Africa’s Ryan Rickleton celebrates after reaching his century during the ICC Champions 
Trophy 2025 - Group B match against Afghanistan, at National Stadium in Karachi on Friday. ANI

South Africa: 315/6 in 50 overs (Ryan Rickleton 103, Temba 
Bavuma 58, Mohammad Nabi 2/51) vs  Afghanistan: 208/10: 
(Rahmat Shah 90, Rashid Khan 18, Kagiso Rabada 3/36).

BRIEF SCORES

Following his match-
winning five wicket haul 
against Bangladesh in the 
ICC Champions Trophy 
opener, Indian pacer Mo-
hammed Shami opened 
up on his comeback to 
international set-up after 
more than a year.

After some white-ball 
games against England, 
Shami was visible during 
the CT campaign opener 
as he picked figures of 
5/53 and completed 200 
ODI scalps. This come-
back came after a toil in 
domestic cricket across all 
formats for Bengal in the 
Ranji, Syed Mushtaq Ali 

and Vijay Hazare Trophy 
tournaments.

During the post-match 
press conference, Shami 
said, “It was very difficult 
when you make a come-
back you start everything 
afresh. It was a break of 14 
months and I was lucky 
to have domestic matches 
under my belt to get back.”

“It was very difficult 14 
months because 
you have to go 
through 
the en-
tire pro-
cess and 
it is not 
easy. In 
close 
match-
es sitting 

at home you miss being 
with your team and feel 
like I wish I was there to 

contribute,” 
he added.

Difficult after you make a comeback: 
Shami after fifer against B’desh
AGENCIES
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Afghanistan fails to chase formidable 316 runs put up by Proteas with Rickelton’s maiden ton

TDG Network
Ahmedabad

Vidarbha’s players celebrate after winning the Ranji Trophy 
Semi-Final 2 against Mumbai by 80 runs, at VCA stadium in 
Nagpur on Friday. ANI
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