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he two-day high pro-
file global investor
summit was inau-

gurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
who laid out a red carpet
welcome to investors to in-
vest in Madhya Pradesh,
referred as ‘Dil’ of India.

Addressing a gathering
of domestic and foreign
delegates, he highlighted
the state’s remarkable in-
frastructure growth, indus-
trial expansion and policy-
driven reforms aimed at
attracting large-scale in-
vestments.

His speech, which lasted
almost 30 minutes, was ac-
companied by a major an-
nouncement from Adani
Group Chairman Gautam
Adani, who committed to
investing Rs 1,10,000 crore
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PM MODI TAKES POT SHOT

AT LALU YADAV OVER HIS
MAHA KUMBH REMARKS

PM MODI TURNS SPOTLIGHT ON
INVESTMENT POTENTIAL IN MP

M Madhya Pradesh is on course to become a top-5 state, notes PM Modi
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PM Narendra Modi inaugurates the Global Investors Summit 2025, in Bhopal on Monday. Madhya
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ZELENSKY WANTS PEACE IN

2025 ON 3RD ANNIVERSARY OF
RUSSIAN INVASION
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Pradesh Governor Mangubhai C. Patel, State Chief Minister Mohan Yadav also seen. ANI

cluding pumped storage,
cement, mining, smart me-
ters, and thermal energy,

over 1,20,000 jobs by 2030.
Adani also revealed that
discussions were under-

1,00,000 crore investment
in a greenfield smart city,
a major airport, and a coal

The PM, while beginning
his speech, apologized for
arriving late, explaining
that he didn’t want to cause
traffic delays for students
heading to their exams. His
arrival from Raj Bhawan to
the summit venue would
have halted traffic due to
security measures, and he
chose to wait until the stu-
dents had reached their
examination centers before
proceeding.

PM Modi lauded the
state’s progress under Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav’s
leadership and unveiled 18
new policies of the Madhya
Pradesh government aimed
at making the state one
of India’s top investment
destinations. He stressed
that these policies would
provide a conducive envi-
ronment for investors, un-
locking the vast potential
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Partap Bajwa

seesan

Eknath

Shinde episode’
in Punjab

Claims 32 AAP
MLAsin touch
with Congress

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Leader of the Opposition in
Punjab Assembly Partap
Bajwa on Monday claimed
that 32 AAP MLAs are in
contact with him, express-
ing a desire to switch sides.
He also accused the state
government of failing to
deliver on its pre-election
promise of providing a
monthly honorarium of

1,000.

Congress MLA Pargat
Singh criticised the AAP
government for not hold-
ing longer Assembly ses-
sions and alleged that Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
would soon be replaced by

Bajwa likened the situa-
tion to the “Eknath Shinde
episode” in Maharashtra,
where Shiv Sena MLAs
defected to form a new gov-
ernment.

He further claimed that
these MLAs are making

‘advance bookings’, just like
people buy tickets for Diljit
Dosanjh’s show in advance.
“There will be an ‘Eknath
Shinde episode’ in Pun-
jab in the coming months.
These MLAs are doing ‘ad-
vance booking’ to join the
Congress, just like people

Farmers
can hope
for a rich
harvest

this year

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

India is expected to har-
vest a bumper wheat crop
for the second consecutive
year, with production es-
timates ranging between
109 million tonees (mt) to
112 mt. Experts attributed
this to favourable weather
conditions, the use of cli-
mate-resilient high-yielding
wheat varieties and a slight
increase in the area under
cultivation.

Union Agriculture Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
while speaking at an event
in Delhi, expressed opti-
mism about the country’s
wheat production but did
not provide specific figures.
However, both farmers and
industry experts believe
that the output may even
reach last year’s record of
113.29 million tonnes.

“The wheat crop is looking

across various sectors, in-  promising the creation of way for an additional Rs gasification project. B P3 theparty. B P3 B P3
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PM MODI TAKES POT SHOT AT LALU
OVER HIS MAHA KUMBH REMARKS

says PM at rally in Bihar
| EAT MAKHANA AT LEAST

Jungle raj people criticising Maha Kumbh,

TDG NETWORK
BHAGALPUR

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Monday slammed

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
supremo Lalu Yadav over
his "Faaltu hai kumbh" re-
marks and said that those
who believe in "jungle raj,
hate our heritage and faith",
and expressed confidence
that the people of Bihar will
not forgive those who speak
ill of the Mahakumbh in
Prayagraj.

While addressing a rally
in Bihar's Bhagalpur, he
highlighted the significance
of the 'Mahakumbh of Uni-
ty', currently underway in
Prayagraj. He emphasised
that this celebration repre-
sents the largest gathering of
India's faith, unity, and har-
mony, with more attendees

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated with a garland
made of fox nuts [makhana) in Bhagalpur on Monday. Union
Minister Giriraj Singh, Rajiv Ranjan Singh (Lalan) Singh and Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Kumar Sinha also present. ANI Photo

than Europe's entire popu-
lation taking a holy dip.
"More people than the en-
tire population of Europe
have taken a holy dip in this
Mahakumbh. However,
those from the 'jungle raj’'
are criticising this sacred
event. Those who are against
the Ram temple are seizing
every chance to slander the

Mahakumbh. Iam confident
that the people of Bihar will
never forgive those who
speak ill of this sacred occa-
sion," said PM Modi.

PM Modi said that the
'Mahakumbh of Unity'
is currently underway in
Prayagraj. It represents the
largest celebration of India's
faith, unity, and harmony.

300 OUT OF 365 DAYS: PM

Bhagalpur: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Monday revealed that
he eats the "super-
food" Makhana (foxnut)
“at least 300 out of 365
days” and called for the
production on a global
scale of the traditional
crop of Bihar that has
emerged as a staple
part of breakfast in cit-
ies across the country.
“"Now Makhana has
become a staple part
of breakfast in cities
across the country.
Speaking personally,
| eat makhana at least

The Prime Minister also
emphasised the BJP-led
NDA government's commit-

PM releases 19th instalment of PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana in Bihar

TDG NETWORK
BHAGALPUR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi released
the 19th instalment of the PM Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi Yojana on Monday and inau-
gurated various development projects,
dedicating them to nation from Bhagalpur

in Bihar.

The Prime Minister was accompanied by
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Bi-
har Governor Arif Mohammed Khan at

the rally.

In his address at the rally, Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar said, "It is a matter of great
fortune for us that the PM is releasing the
instalment of PM Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana into the accounts of farmers from

the land of Bihar."

"Many farmers are included in this. This
is a very important scheme of the Central
Government, which is directly benefitting
farmers," said Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar.

Union Minister of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan
also spoke at the rally and praised Prime

300 out of 365 days a
year. It is a superfood
that we must now
take to global mar-
kets. That's why, in
this year's budget, the
government has an-
nounced the formation
of a Makhana Board for
the benefit of makhana
farmers,” the Prime
Minister said at a rally
in Bhagalpur.

This initiative, he said
will focus on value ad-
dition, better marketing
strategies and improv-
ing the livelihoods of
farmers in Bihar.

ment to preserving India's
glorious heritage and build-
ing a glorious future.

PM Modi applauds
Assam government for
‘Thumoir Binandini’ fest

TIKAM SHARMA
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, accompanied by Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, conducted a grand road-
show in Guwahati ahead of the
'Thumoir Binandini' event at Sa-
rusajai Stadium. Addressing the
gathering, PM Modi highlighted
the deep-rooted connection he
shares with the people, just as
they cherish the rich tradition
of Jhumoir and the tea garden
culture. He lauded the Assam
government and its Chief Minis-
ter for organizing a magnificent
cultural event.

PM Modi arrived in Assam for
atwo-day visit, during which he
will inaugurate the Advantage
Assam 2.0 Summit the next day.
The mega Infrastructure and
Investment Summit will wit-
ness the participation of several
Union Ministers, industrialists,
heads of missions, and ambas-
sadors.

Around 8,600 dancers perform at the ‘Jhumoir Binandini' event,
at Sarusajai Stadium in Guwahati on Monday. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi attends the event. ANI

Upon his arrival in Guwahati,
the Assam Chief Minister wel-
comed the Prime Minister at the
airport. Later, taking to X (for-
merly Twitter), he expressed his
honour in receiving the world’s
most popular leader, stating
that PM Modjis vision serves as
an inspiration in their pursuit of
building a "Viksit Assam."

Jhumoir, a traditional folk
dance of Assam’s Tea Tribe and
Adivasi communities, reflects
the essence of inclusivity, unity,

and cultural pride, embodying
Assam’s diverse cultural heri-
tage.

The event was graced by
prominent dignitaries, includ-
ing Assam Governor Laksh-
man Prasad Acharya, Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, Union Ministers Dr. S.
Jaishankar and Sarbananda
Sonowal, Tripura Chief Minis-
ter Dr. Manik Saha, and Union
Minister of State Pabitra Mar-
gherita, among others.

Pink toilets, 25% rebate in house tax for women

owners: BJP pledges in Haryana municipal polls

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in conversation with Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar

during the release of the 19th instalment of the PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana, in

for the farmers.

He emphasised that the PM understood
their struggles, unlike previous Congress
governments, which never directly cred-
ited funds into farmers' accounts.

Minister Modi for introducing the Kisan
Samman Nidhi scheme, terming it a gift

Bhagalpur on Monday. ANI

"Thisis a gift that was never given before.
PM Modi understood the pain of small

farmers. Congress governments never de-

Anil Vij softens stand, now praises
CM Nayab Singh Saini

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

Haryana cabinet minister Anil
Vij, who had recently criti-
cized Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini for being out of
touch with ground realities,
has now changed his stance
and praised the chief minis-
ter's work.

Earlier, Vij had said that
since becoming CM, Saini
had been constantly flying in
a helicopter and not interact-
ing with the public.

"The BJP government is at
the centre. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi is working hard
to make India a developed na-
tion. Haryana also has a BJP
government, and our party's
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini is continuously working
for the welfare of the state”,
Vij said during an interaction
with media persons.

With civic elections ap-
proaching in Haryana, politi-

1

cal activities have intensified.
Speaking to the media in Am-
bala, Vij praised both the cen-
traland state governments. He
said that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is working hard to
make India a developed nation
and that the BJP government
in Haryana is also working for
the welfare of the people. Vij
added that if BJP candidates
win the municipal elections,
it will help development prog-
ress smoothly.

Vij, who is an MLA from
Ambala Cantt, said, "Tam an
MLA, a minister, and a BJP

member. If BJP representa-
tives are elected as council-
lors, the system will function
properly. Otherwise, things
will not run smoothly. From
top to bottom, BJP govern-
ments are in place. If there
is any weak link in between,
problems will arise.”

Recently, the BJP had is-
sued a show-cause notice to
Anil Vij, sent by Haryana
BJP President Mohan Lal
Badoli. Vij responded to the
notice, which was issued
after he made public state-
ments against the state BJP
leadership and Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini.

The notice stated that Vij's
remarks went against the par-
ty’s policies and internal disci-
pline. He had also demanded
Badoli’s resignation over an
alleged rape case. Vij had said
that Badoli should step down
until proven innocent, as the
case had caused controversy
within the party.

posited money directly into the accounts
of farmers. In the form of Kisan Samman
Nidhi, there is a scheme that transformed
the lives of small farmers," said Chouhan.

Promising a 25 per cent re-
bate on residential tax for
women homeowners in
towns, Pink toilets and free
solar power panels, Haryana
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
Monday released the ruling
BJP’s manifesto in Rohtak
for the municipal polls in the
state.

The BJP’s ‘Sankalp Patra’
also pledged to install at least
one ‘pink toilet’ with sanitary
napkin vending machines in
every market. To counter
Congress’ slogan “Green
City, Clean City”, the ruling
party promised that the elec-
tric buses will be introduced
under a public-private part-
nership (PPP) model mak-
ing affordable and sustain-
able urban transport while
making the transportation

SP MLASs protest over
Pathak's comments
against Mulayam

TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW

The fifth day of the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative As-
sembly budget session
began on Monday with
disruption as Samajwadi
Party (SP) MLAs protested
in the assembly.

Samajwadi Party MLAs
created a ruckus in the
house after Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak's com-
ment on Mulayam Singh.
Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Satish Mahana intervened,
directing the protesting SP
MLASs to leave the assem-
bly

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak made a comment
that appeared directed at
someone without naming
anyone specifically.

Punjab and Haryana High Court's visa fraud

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

A series of judicial or-
ders issued by the Punjab
and Haryana High Court
since April 2003—aimed
at curbing visa fraud and
regulating overseas recruit-
ment—has gained renewed
significance in light of the
ongoing deportation of il-
legal immigrants from the
United States to India.

The directives, starting
with Justice Amar Dutt’s
2003 ruling and reinforced
by a recent order from Jus-
tice Anoop Chitkara, em-
phasized stringent state
intervention to prevent
desperate migration at-
tempts. If these measures
had been strictly enforced,
they might have mitigated
the risks of illegal migra-
tion.

On February 5, a US mili-

tary aircraft carrying 104
deported Indian nationals
landed in Amritsar, follow-
ing intensified immigration
crackdowns under former
President Donald Trump’s
policies. This development
has reignited discussions on
whether the High Court’s
recommendations could
have helped prevent vul-
nerable individuals from
resorting to illegal migra-
tion channels.

Justice Dutt had instruct-
ed the chief secretaries of
Punjab and Haryana to
act proactively to prevent
a recurrence of tragedies
like the Malta boat disaster,
where 283 young Indians
lost their lives while at-
tempting to migrate. The
court stressed that govern-
ment intervention should
prioritize safeguarding
aspiring migrants from
exploitation rather than fo-

The budget session start-
ed on February 20 and will
continue until March 5, per
the agenda presented. The
2025-2026 fiscal year's
annual budget, which is
anticipated to surpass Rs
8 lakh crore, will be pre-
sented on February 20.

Earlier, UP Finance Min-
ister Suresh Khanna tabled
an Rs 8,08,736 crore Bud-
get for 2025-26 on Febru-
ary 20. The key initiatives
in the budget include the
development of an Artifi-
cial Intelligence City and a
technology research park
focused on cyber security,
Scooties for meritorious
students based on eligibil-
ity, construction of four
new expressways, and the
development of 58 munici-
palities into smart munici-
palities.

cusing solely on well-settled
NRIs.

The directives urged
authorities to collaborate
with the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs and the Minis-
try of Labour to educate the
public about safe migration
pathways and curb un-
scrupulous middlemen's
influence. Measures were
also suggested to regulate
recruitment practices and
ensure transparency re-

system more environmen-
tally friendly. The BJP also
announced that house tax
would be simplified for vil-
lages that have come under
the jurisdiction of municipal
corporations. The party also
promises special tax relief for
houses built on agricultural
land. The BJP manifesto
states that charges for sewer-
age and water connections
will be waived.

According to the BJP, there
will be smart streets, oxygen
parks, and open gyms in

-
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the parks. Additionally, the
manifesto promises to install
machines to dispose of green
waste in these parks. The
BJP has announced plans
to operate electric buses
through a public-private
partnership model to cre-
ate a more cost-effective and
environmentally friendly
transportation system. Also,
the BJP has committed to
doubling the streetlights in
each municipal ward. They
will also provide free solar
panels to families with an

annual income of up to Rs
1 lakh. Multilevel parking,
provision of additional sani-
tation workers, and modern
libraries are promises of the
BJP for tier-2 and tier-3 cities.
The manifesto also promises
to grant ownership rights
and provide registration to
people living on a piece of
land in urban or rural ar-
eas for the past 20 years. In
2024, Chief Minister Saini
distributed property cer-
tificates to 5,000 people who
had been deprived of own-
ership rights to their prop-
erties, primarily shops, for
years.

The government states
that traders renting their
properties for more than 20
years were granted owner-
ship rights at the collector
rate in urban areas under
the Mukhyamantri Shahri
Swamitva Yojana.

Priyanka slams Wayanad relief
package conditions, urges PM
Modi to convert it into grant

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

Days after the central gov-
ernment allotted Rs 529
crore as the relief package
for Wayanad landslide vic-
tims, Congress leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi dubbing it a “shocking
lack of sensitivity” towards
those affected and demand-
ed to convert the relief pack-
age into a grant and extend
the time period for its imple-
mentation

In her two-page letter to
Modi, the Congress general
secretary, who is also the
Wayanad Lok Sabha MP
said, "After continuous urg-
ing from the MPs of Kerala,
the central government has
recently announced a relief
package of 529.50 crore for
the victims of the devasta-

garding foreign labour de-
mands.

In December 2024, Justice
Chitkara reiterated the need
to protect India’s global repu-
tation by sensitizing the sys-
tem to visa fraud risks. The
Directors-General of Police
in Punjab, Haryana, and
Chandigarh were instructed
to issue guidelines to shield
victims of fraudulent visa
schemes. Citing an “alarm-
ing escalation” of such cases,

tion."

Hitting back at the gov-
ernment, she said that apart
from the fact of its inadequa-
cy, it is unprecedented that
the package comes with two
conditions -- first that the
funds shall be disbursed, not
asagrantasisthe norm, but
as a loan, second, that they
should be spent in their en-
tirety by March 31, 2025.

"These conditions are
not only immensely unfair,
they display a shocking lack

Justice Chitkara warned
that unchecked fraud could
revive organized crime net-
works.

Previous court rulings
also underscored the ur-
gency of tackling visa fraud.
In November 2022, Justice
Ashok Kumar Verma high-
lighted rampant cheating
by fraudulent agents, while
in 2011 and 2009, the court
demanded stricter oversight
of travel agencies. Justices

of sensitivity towards the
people of Chooralmala and
Mundakkai who have suf-
fered such shattering loss-
es," she pointed out.
Urging the Prime Minis-
ter, she said as you yourself
visited the affected areas in
the aftermath of this horrific
tragedy, "your visit raised
expectations of considerable
financial assistance from the
Central Government".
"Unfortunately, those ex-
pectations have not been
fulfilled. Moreover, the Cen-
tral government's refusal
to declare the disaster as a
National disaster came as a
shock to the victims. Many
months later, after sustained
pressure from the MP's from
Kerala, the declaration of the
disaster as a "Disaster of Se-
vere Nature" appeared to be
a step in the right direction.

orders gain relevance amid US deportations

Rajan Gupta and Lalit Batra
had also repeatedly called for
stronger regulatory mecha-
nisms to protect innocent
citizens.

As deportations continue
under the stringent US im-
migration policies, these
long-standing High Court di-
rectives underscore the criti-
cal need for a well-regulated
migration system to prevent
further exploitation of aspir-
ing overseas workers.
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON BANGLADESH-PAKISTAN FRIENDSHIP

68% believe Bangladesh-Pakistan trade relations will
impact regional politics

77% believe Yunus govt is protecting criminals and
extremists

ping line. Bangladesh approved Fly
Jinnah’s flights, and a 50,000-tonne
rice import deal, with a Pakistani
FM visit likely in April.

Gulshan Club. Trade, currently at
$700 million in Pakistani exports
and $100 million from Bangladesh,
is expected to grow with a new ship-

Bangladesh and Pakistan are
strengthening ties, with a Pakistani
businesswomen’s delegation set
to showcase products in Dhaka’s

01.»

is purchasing rice at $499 per
ton, with the second shipment of
25,000 tonnes arriving in early
March.

deal. Improved ties followed Nobel
laureate Muhammad Yunus lead-
ing an interim government after
Sheikh Hasina’s exit. Bangladesh

Bangladesh resumed direct trade
with Pakistan for the first time
since 1971, importing 50,000
tonnes of rice under a government

01.»

5.00%

Trade between India and 19.00%

Bangladesh will decrease

5.00%

41.00%

Whatimpact will trade
between Bangladesh and
Pakistan, starting after 54
years, have onIndia?

B Indian products’ competition

willincrease

. Demand for food products will
decrease

[ cannotsay

<402

Cantrade relations between Pakistan and
Bangladesh pose a geopolitical challenge
for India?

60.00%

40.00%

20.00%

0.00%

Will strengthening trade relations

between Bangladesh and Pakistan

No Cannot say
4.00%
Q 3 > 100.00%
|
68.00%
50.00%
impact regional politics?
0.00%
HYes HNo HCannotsay
< 04.
88.00% Should India closely monitor the potential

® Yes ® No mCannotsay

military-political relations between Pakistan and
Bangladesh due to growing trade ties?

1Has sexual violence against women and
childrenincreased in Bangladesh after Yunus

took power?

=

V

mYes = No m Cannot say

76.00%

77.00%

Is the Yunus government protecting criminals and

80.00% 4 02
60.00% )
40.00% extremist groups?
20.00%
0.00%
HYes HNo HCannotsay
03 } 75.00%
" 100.00%

Student protests against Yunus
are ongoing. Will Yunus also face
a crackdown like Sheikh Hasina?

0.00%

11.00%

14.00%

B Yes H No H Cannotsay

80.00%
60.00%
40.00%
20.00%

0.00%

Yes

13.00%

No

10.00%

Cannot say

< 04.

Are the rising terrorist
and extremistincidents

in Bangladesh a result of
friendship with Pakistan?

‘Eknath Shinde episode in Punjab’

CONTINUED FROM P1

buy tickets in advance for
Diljit Dosanjh’s show,” Ba-
jwa said while referring to
the breakup of Shiv Sena in
Maharashtra.

Bajwa stated that these
MLAs are leaving AAP
because they see no future
with the party. He empha-
sised that the Congress is
not trying to destabilise
the government; rather, the
MLASs are coming to the
party voluntarily.

“Our programme is not to

destabilise the government.
The (AAP MLASs) them-
selves are coming to Con-
gress. They understand that
they have no future. Once
elections are called, we will
call them,” Bajwa told re-
porters, adding, “I am firm
on my statement.”

Speaking on its effect on
the I.N.D.I.A bloc, he said,

“If they want to leave the

party willingly, how would
it affect the alliance?”
Bajwa also made shocking
claims about Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, alleging
that he will soon join the
BJP. He claimed that Union
Minister Ravneet Bittu is
mediating secret meetings
between Mann and BJP
leaders.
“Bittu is only pretending
to protest outside the CM’s
residence, while in reality,
he is arranging secret meet-
ings between the CM and
BJP leaders,” Bajwa added.
The Congress leader pre-
dicted the fall of the AAP
government in Punjab
within the next four to five
months, citing similarities
with the Maharashtra po-
litical developments.
“The countdown of this
government has begun. In
the next four to five months,

what happened in Maha-
rashtra will happen in Pun-
jab. This government will
fall,” Bajwa added.

Meanwhile, following
AAP’s defeat in the Delhi
Assembly elections, where
the party lost its dominance
after a decade in power, na-
tional convener Arvind
Kejriwal has summoned
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and MLAs
to a meeting at Kapurthala
House in Delhi. The BJP se-
cured 48 seats, while AAP
managed only 22, marking
a significant setback.

The meeting has sparked
speculation, with the BJP
alleging that it is a move
to replace Mann as Punjab
CM. However, AAP has
maintained that the ses-
sion is intended to review
the party’s performance
and analyze its shortcom-
ings.

Farmers can hope for a nch harvest

CONTINUED FROM P1

very healthy this year, and we expect yields
to be around 22 to 24 quintals per acre. This
could help farmers earn an additional Rs
5,000 to Rs 8,000 per acre,” said Raghubir
Singh, a wheat farmer from Karnal.

In the first week of February farmers in
Punjab and Haryana were concerned about
warm temperatures, fearing that early rip-
ening could reduce yields. However, timely
rainfall has brought a relief as the showers
have not only lowered temperatures but
also protected crops from pests and diseases

like aphids and yellow rust.

The development has come as major re-
lief for the government as the bumper pro-
duce may help to ease soaring wheat prices.
Despite last year’s record wheat harvest
of 113.29 million tonnes, wheat and flour
prices remained high in the open market.
According to the Department of Food and
Consumer Affairs, India had ample wheat
stocks during Rabi 2024, yet prices soared
above Rs 3,000 per quintal. This forced the
central government to revise stock limits
on wheat to stabilize the market. Dr. Vi-
render Lather, Former Principal Scientist
at ICAR-IARI New Delhi, said, “As of now,
the wheat crop is in good health, and the
weather remains favorable. However, the

final yield will largely depend on climatic
conditions over the next three weeks. If the
current weather pattern continues, the av-

erage wheat yield in Haryana is expected

to be around 26 quintals per acre, or over 6
tonnes per hectare.”

Scientists at the Indian Institute of Wheat
and Barley Research in Karnal highlight
that over 60% of the wheat acreage is now
covered with high-yielding and climate-
resilient varieties such as DBW 296, DBW
327, DBW 332, DBW 303, DBW 187, DBW
222, WHI1270, and PBW 771. These varieties
have not only boosted production but also
helped reduce input costs by resisting dis-
eases like yellow rust. With favorable con-
ditions and better seed varieties, farmers
remain hopeful for a strong harvest, which
could ease supply concerns and bring some
relief to consumers in the coming months.

PM Modi turns spotlight on investment potential in MP

CONTINUED FROM P1

of sectors like renewable
energy, manufacturing, lo-
gistics, and agri-business.
With these reforms, he as-
serted, MP was well on its
way to becoming a top-five
state in India’s GDP rank-
ings. The Prime Minister
also highlighted India’s po-
sition as the world’s fastest-
growing major economy,
citing international confi-
dence in the country’s po-
tential. He pointed to the
World Bank’s and OECD’s
optimistic projections and
underscored the significant
progress made in infra-
structure, energy, and sup-
ply chain resilience.
Madhya Pradesh’s rapid
transformation over the
past two decades was a
central theme in Modi’s
speech. He noted that the
state, once plagued by
power shortages, poor in-
frastructure, and security
concerns, had emerged as
a model for industrial de-
velopment. The expansion
of highways, airports, and
rail networks has made it a
key logistics hub. The Del-
hi-Mumbai Expressway, a
crucial corridor for trade

and connectivity, runs
through the state, enhanc-
ing its attractiveness for
industries. He also cited the
electrification of MP’s rail
network and the modern-
ization of 80 railway sta-
tions as major milestones in
the state’s development.

The Prime Minister under-
scored the state’s achieve-
ments in the energy sector,
particularly its shift toward
clean energy. He noted that
MP is now power surplus,
with 31,000 MW of genera-
tion capacity, 30 percent of
which comes from renew-
able sources. He highlighted
projects like the Rewa Solar
Park and the Omkaresh-
war Floating Solar Plant as
examples of India’s commit-
ment to sustainable energy.
Additionally, he mentioned
the Rs 50,000 crore invest-
ment in the Bina Refinery
petrochemical complex,
which aims to make MP a
hub for the sector.

Modi’s speech also
touched upon the govern-
ment’s efforts to boost in-
vestment by streamlining
regulations. He emphasized
the importance of the newly
formed State De-Regulation
Commission, which will

identify and eliminate bu-
reaucratic hurdles that de-
ter businesses. In line with
the government’s push for
MSMESs, he announced
new credit-linked incen-
tives and supply chain de-
velopment initiatives to
strengthen local industries.
The government’s focus on
ease of doing business, he
noted, had already led to
over 40,000 compliances
being reduced nationwide,
with similar efforts under-
way at the state level.

The Prime Minister iden-
tified textiles, tourism, and
technology as three high-
potential sectors poised to
generate significant em-
ployment and economic
growth. He praised MP’s
strong position in organic
cotton production, which
accounts for 25 percent
of India’s supply, and its
leadership in silk produc-
tion. With the state hous-
ing one of India’s seven
textile parks under the PM
MITRA scheme, he urged
investors to leverage the in-
centives offered.

On tourism, he pointed to
the rapid expansion of MP’s
hospitality and wellness
sectors, citing the success of

the Mahakal Mahalok proj-
ect in Ujjain as a testament
to the state’s potential in at-
tracting domestic and inter-
national visitors. “Madhya
Pradesh has the potential
to become a global tourism
hub,” Modi stated. “We are
committed to making India
the number one destination
for investors and tourists
alike.”

Speaking at the summit,
Chief Minister Mohan Ya-
dav stated that Madhya
Pradesh is committed to
doubling the state’s econ-
omy in the next five years
and becoming one of the
top five states in India. He
described the event as a
milestone in transforming
the state’s economy, add-
ing, “Madhya Pradesh has
all the necessary resourc-
es, from infrastructure
to skilled manpower, to
emerge as a top industrial
destination.” Yadav also
emphasized that indus-
trial growth would go hand
in hand with preserving
the state’s cultural values
and ensuring widespread
economic benefits. “The
objective of this summit is
not just industrial devel-
opment but ensuring that

every household benefits
from economic progress,”
he said.

As the summit unfolded,
leading industrialists, in-
cluding Aditya Birla Group
Chairman Kumar Man-
galam Birla, Godrej Indus-
tries Chairman Nadir Go-
drej, Bharat Forge MD Baba
Kalyani, and Sun Phar-
maceuticals Global Head
Rahul Awasthi, expressed
keen interest in exploring
business opportunities in
the state. The total value
of MoUs signed will be re-
vealed on Tuesday, when
the two-day summit con-
cludes.

Speaking to The Sunday
Guardian after the PM’s
address, Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav hailed the
summit as a game-changer
for Madhya Pradesh’s econ-
omy. “This event will bring
inan era that will transform
the state’s economy, and the
Prime Minister was very
happy with the event,” he
said. With investment com-
mitments pouring in and
global confidence in In-
dia’s growth story, Madhya
Pradesh appears poised for
a new phase of industrial
and economic expansion.

Economic development should be above party politics: Tharoor

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Amid reports of asking for
more prominent role in
the party, Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on Mon-
day said that economic
development should, as
far as possible, be above
the petty divisions of party
politics.

Tharoor, who has main-
tained silence over the
reports of his displeasure
with the party and seeking
more prominent role ahead
of the crucial assembly
polls scheduled later next
year in Kerala, in a post on
X shared a news report

titled ‘Left, BJP and Con-
gress share stage during
Kerala’s investors meet’.

In his post, the four-
time Lok Sabha MP from
Thiruvananthapuram said,
“Good to see this. Econom-
ic development should, as
far as possible, be above
the petty divisions of party
politics.”

His remarks came a day
after he arrived in the na-
tional capital from Kerala.

The senior Congress lead-
er had met Leader of Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi at his
residence over the reports
of Kerala state leadership
raising eyebrows on him
for praising Prime Minis-

e M SN

ter Narendra Modi after US
President Donald Trump
described him as a better
negotiator.

The state leadership had

also questioned Tharoor
for praising the LDF gov-
ernment in the state in his
article.

However, what the two

leaders discussed is yet
unknown. But sources
claimed that Tharoor dur-
ing his meeting clarified to
party leadership about his
side of the story and also
demanded for prominent
role.

The senior Congress lead-
er had contested the party’s
presidential polls against
Mallikarjun Kharge.

He was replaced by
Praveen Chakravarty as
the chairman of All India
Professional Congress.

Even as the crucial as-
sembly polls in Kerala is
scheduled in 2026, the par-
ty wants to go into the polls
with a united face.
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YSRCP DEMANDS OPPOSITION STATUS IN
ANDHRA, BOYCOTTS GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

They can never get, says Jana Sena Party president, AP Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan

HAS 11 MEMBERS IN ASSEMBLY

TDG NETWORK
AMARAVATI

ndhra Pradesh
Assembly session
began on Monday

amid the heavy sloganeer-
ing from YSRCP members
demanding the opposition
status for the party.

YSRCP members boycot-
ted Andhra’s Governor S
Abdul Nazeer’s opening
address demanding Op-
position status to hold the
government accountable
and ensure democratic rep-
resentation.

The party led by former
CM Jagan Mohan Reddy
currently holds less than 10
per cent of seats in the 175
members Andhra Legisla-
tive Assembly. YSRCP has
only 11 members in the as-
sembly.

YSRCP MLC Varudu
Kalyani said that they had
demanded opposition sta-
tus in the Assembly, but the
Speaker remained silent on
the issue.

“Even after filing a petition
in court, the Speaker has not
submitted a counter,” Kaly-
ani said.

She emphasized that the
party will stand with the

B YSRCP members boycot-
ted Andhra’s Governor S Abdul
Nazeer’s opening address de-
manding Opposition status to hold
the government accountable and
ensure democratic representation

B The party led by former CM Jagan
Mohan Reddy currently holds less
than 10 per cent of seats in the 175

members Andhra Legislative Assembly. YSRCP has only 11 members in the

assembly

public, even without oppo-
sition status, and continue
to fight for the people. “De-
spite being in power for only
nine months, there has been
significant anti-incumbency
against the coalition govern-
ment, and the YSRCP will
raise various issues,” she
added.

Meanwhile, Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan said
that “ruckus” is synony-
mous with YSRCP and that,
as per rules and regulations,
they cannot secure the posi-
tion of the opposition in the
assembly. He emphasized
that Janasena is the second-
largest party in the state,

with ten more seats than
YSRCP.

“YSRCP is the synonym
for ruckus. If they don’t
create a ruckus, they are
not called YSRCP. The
problem is as per the rules
and regulations, as per the
mandate given by the peo-
ple, they are the third party
and Jana Sena is the second
largest party in the House.
They have to understand
that they got only 11 seats.
Though they had formed
the government in 2019, that
doesn’t mean they would be
given the opposition. De-
manding the opposition sta-
tus on the strength of votes,

they should go to Germany.
Germany’s democracy
functions depending on the
percentage of votes. If they
demand that, they should
go to Germany. Our nation
doesn’t allow that way,”
Kalyan said.

He further asserted that
protocols are very clear and
cannot be violated.

Further, regarding es-
tablishment of a Sanatana
Dharma Board, he ques-
tioned why it should be an
issue when a Waqf Board
already exists.

Earlier, Pawan Kalyan
outlined the party’s ap-
proach for the Assembly

SLBC tunnel rescue ops: Dewatering being
done as rat miners join rescue teams

TDG NETWORK
NAGARKURNOOL

Rescue operations continue at
the site of the collapse of the
Srisailam Left Bank Canal
(SLBC), where 8 workers are
said to be trapped.

A team of rat miners have
been included in the rescue
team to extricate the workers
trapped under the collapsed
portion of the tunnel. Notably,
these are the same rat miners
who were deployed in the res-
cue team of the Silkyara tun-
nel collapse in Uttarakhand
almost two years ago.

Meanwhile, District Col-
lector Badhavath Santhosh
provided an update on the
ongoing rescue operations.

Santhosh sald that the pri-
mary focus remained on res-
cuing the workers who were
trapped, noting that while
the teams had been unable to
reach the last 40 meters yes-
terday, necessary measures
are now being taken to ensure
their safe retrieval.

District Collector Badha-
vath Santhosh of Nagarkur-

nool sa1d “Dewaterlng is
being done while the Indian
Army, along with NDRF and
SDREF, is going inside with
additional equipment. Our
major focus will be on rescu-
ing the workers stuck inside.
Yesterday, they could not
reach the last 40 meters, and
NOW necessary measures are
being taken.”

Earlier, endoscopic and ro-
botic cameras were brought
to the Nagarkurnool (SLBC)
tunnel on Monday for the
rescue operation. The NDRF
Dog Squad has also been de-
ployed to assist in the opera-
tion.

L&T’s endoscopic opera-
tor Dowdeep said, “Through
the endoscopic camera, we
can track what is happening
inside the tunnel. We have
done this during the rescue
operation in Uttarakhand as
well. Two teams have come.
Endoscopic and robotic cam-
eras have been brought.” The
response force is currently
working to remove the ac-
cumulated water inside the
tunnel.

Engineering student from Mizoram
stabbed to death in Kerala

TDG NETWORK
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A 22-year-old B.Tech stu-
dent of Rajadhani Institute
of Engineering & Technol-
ogy, Nagaroor, was stabbed
to death near his college in
Thiruvananthapuram, as
per the Kerala police.

The deceased, identified
as Valentine, was a native of
Mizoram. The Nagaroor po-
lice have taken a batchmate,
also from Mizoram, into
custody in connection with
the incident.

PM Modi remembers former Tamil Nadu CM Jayalahthaa on her birth anniversary

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi remembered Tamil
Nadu’s former Chief Min-
ister and famous actress
Jayalalithaa on her birth
anniversary on Monday.
Posting a picture of her
in a post on X, the PM re-
membered the late leader
as someone who has been
“always very warm and
supportive of pro-people
initiatives.”
“Remembering Jayala-
lithaa Ji on her birth an-
niversary. She is widely

According to the police,
the incident took place
around 10:30 p.m. at a junc-
tion about 200 meters from
the college.

Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that an al-
tercation between the two
students may have led to the

admired as a compassion-
ate leader and outstanding
administrator who devoted
her life for Tamil Nadu’s de-
velopment,” read the PM’s
post on X.

“It is my privilege that
I had the opportunity to
interact with her on innu-
merable occasions. She was
always very warm and sup-
portive of pro-people initia-
tives,” PM Modi added.

Earlier today, on the 77th
birth anniversary of the late
cinestar-turned politician,
veteran actor Rajinikanth
paid tributes to the iconic
leader at her residence at

attack.

The victim was a final-
year engineering student.

The accused, T. Lam-
sang Swal (23), a third-year
B.Tech Civil Engineering
student from the same col-
lege allegedly stabbed him
due to a long-standing per-
sonal dispute.

Both students lived to-
gether in a rented house
outside the college hostel.
On the night of the attack,
the two, along with some
friends, were reportedly

Poes Garden in Chennai.

The actor paid floral trib-
ute to a photo of the late cin-
estar turned politician at a
ceremony that was attended
by Jayalalithaa’s niece, Dee-
pa Madhavan, and former
AIADMK leader Phuga-
lendhi, marking a moment
of remembrance for the late
leader, who was fondly re-
ferred to as “Amma” by the
people of Tamil Nadu.

She served as Tamil
Nadu’s Chief Minister for
three terms between 1991-
96, 2002-06, and 2011-14,
isremembered as a dynamic
and influential leader.

consuming alcohol in their
rented accommodation. A
heated argument escalated
into a physical altercation,
the accused called Valen-
tine to Nedumparambu
Junction, where he fatally
stabbed him in the chest
with a knife, said police.

Police have obtained
CCTYV footage of the inci-
dent, confirming the pres-
ence of other students at the
scene. The FIR suggests that
past enmity drove Lamsang
to commiit the crime.

session. The Jana Sena Leg-
islature Party meeting was
held under his leadership on
Sunday. The Assembly ses-
sion of the Andhra Pradesh
Legislature began today.
Pawan Kalyan hosted a
luncheon for the members.
He held one-on-one discus-
sions with each member,
taking note of issues in
their constituencies. The
Party President and Depu-
ty Chief Minister provided
guidelines for the members.
He said, “Let’s be the voice
of the people in the Assem-
bly. Discuss public issues
and aspirations in the leg-
islature. Members must ac-
tively participate in debates.
Maintain dignity in lan-
guage and discourse. Avoid
YSRCP’s style of rhetoric.”
Pawan Kalyan empha-
sized that the Jana Sena Par-
ty should serve as the voice
of the common people in the
Assembly budget sessions.
He urged MLAs and MLCs
to actively participate in dis-
cussions to address public
concerns, aspirations, and
welfare issues. He stressed
the need to uphold legisla-
tive decorum and respect
while ensuring meaningful
debates in the Assembly.

6 Maha Kumbh
devotees from
Belagavi killed in
road accident, 2
injured

TDG NETWORK
BELAGAVI

Six people who were travelling
to Prayagraj’s Maha Kumbh
from Gokak, Belagavi district,
died in a road accident on
Monday in Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh, according to informa-
tion given by Belagavi Police.Out
of the eight people who had left
for Prayagraj from Belagavi on
February 18, six lost their lives
in a horrific road accident. Two
others are in critical condition
and have been admitted to a lo-
cal hospital. The deceased have
been identified as Balachandra
Gowdar, Sunil Shedashale, Ba-
savaraj Kurni, Basavaraj Dod-
damani, Eeranna Shebinakatti
and Virupaksha Gumatti.

BJP questions Tamil Nadu CM’s stance
on delimitation of Parhament seats

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI

In a fresh war of words over
the delimitation of Parlia-
ment seats, Tamil Nadu BJP
Vice President Narayanan
Thirupathy took aim at
Chief Minister M. K. Stalin’s
recent statement on how the
process would be carried
out based on population
figures.

Thirupathy questioned the
CM, pointing out that Tamil
Nadu has been successful in
controlling its population.

“Now, how does he know
that the delimitation will
happen only on popula-
tion? That is what the simple
question we are asking,” he
said. The BJP leader em-
phasized that the people of
Tamil Nadu deserve appre-
ciation for their role in man-
aging population growth,
but the CM’s assertion about
the criteria for delimitation
was problematic.

“There is no doubt that
South India, particularly
Tamil Nadu, has definitely
done well in controlling the
population. Yes, we appre-

ciate it. It is the people who
have done that. So, how
do you say it is going to be
done like that only? That is
wrong,” Thirupathy added,
expressing concerns about
Stalin’s approach.

He further criticized the
Chief Minister for what he
called irresponsible lead-
ership. “A Chief Minister
should talk responsibly.
He should know what he’s
talking about. Don’t try to
confuse people. That is what
he’s doing,” Thirupathy re-
marked.

Meanwhile, amid chaos
over the proposed National
Education Policy (NEP),
Congress MP Karti Chidam-
baram on Sunday said that

the three language policy
was an “assault” on the lin-
guistic and cultural identity
of Tamil Nadu while daring
the ruling party in the cen-
tre to contest the upcoming
2026 assembly elections
solo.

Asserting that Tamil Nadu
can’t be held at ransom, he
said that the entire state re-
jects the NEP being pushed
by the BJP government in
the centre. He said that any
talks about three-language
policy by the centre was a
code of “Hindi imposition.”

Chidambaram questioned
whether there was any state
in north India that teaches a
south Indian language in
government schools.

Rameshwaram fishermen go on indefinite
strike after 32 arrested by Sri Lanka

TDG NETWORK
RAMESWARAM

A day after the Sri Lanka
Navy seized 5 barges from
Palk Bay sea on charges of
crossing the International
Maritime Boundary Line and
32 fishermen were arrested,
fishermen in Rameswaram
went on an indefinite strike
demanding the release of all
the fishermen and boats de-
tained by Sri Lankan Navy,
fishermen’s association said.

32 fishermen were arrested
on Sunday, and their boats
were seized, creating turmoil
among the fishermen of Ra-
meswaram.

Since last January, 18 boats
have been seized by the Sri
Lankan Navy, and 131 Tamil
Nadu fishermen have been
arrested.

On Sunday, the fisher-
men’s association held an
emergency meeting near Ra-
meswaram fishing port.

Rameswaram Fisherman
association secretary Sagay-
am said, “In this meeting, it
was decided that the central
and state governments should

take action to free the fisher-
men of Rameswaram who
were held captive by the Sri
Lankan Navy. To prevent the
auctioning of Tamil Nadu
fishermen’s boats in Sri Lan-
ka and to rescue the boats, a
resolution was passed that
the fishermen would go onan
indefinite strike from today.”

On Monday, more than
700 powerboats are parked
in the fishing harbour in
Rameswaram, and the Ra-
meswaram fishing jetty looks
deserted. On Sunday, fisher-
men in 440 hoats went to sea
from Rameswaram. While
they were fishing in Palk Bay
sea area, Sri Lankan marines
came to the area in a patrol
boat. They caught 5 boats
and apprehended 32 fisher-

men claiming that they were
fishing across the border.

Earlier, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin expressed
concern over the increase in
the capture of Indian fisher-
men by the Sri Lankan Navy,
urging the Centre to convene
a Joint Working Group (JWG)
to find a permanent solution
to the issue.

Highlighting the recent ar-
rest of 32 fishermen by Sri
Lankan authorities, Stalin
wrote to External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
said that the JWG would en-
sure secure release of all the
arrested fishermen and their
boats. These fishermen had
ventured out for fishing from
the harbour in Rameswaram
on February 22.

Kerala CM calls for high-level meeting on Feb
27 to address human-wildlife conflict

TDG NETWORK
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has called for a high-
level meeting on February 27
at 3:30 PM at the CM Confer-
ence Hall in the secretariat to
address the growing concern
about human-wildlife conflict
in the state.

This comes after a tragic inci-
dent in Kannur, where a tribal
couple was killed by a wild el-
ephant while collecting cashew
nuts on their farm. The de-
ceased were natives of the 13th

e N

block, Velli and his wife Leela.

The tribal couple was at-
tacked by the elephant just
600 m away from the Rapid
Response Team office. The
locals' protest after learning
about the incident sparked.

Actor Rajinikanth pays floral tributes to former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa on
her 77th birth anniversary, at her residence, Poes Garden in Chennai on Monday. ANI

The meeting will bring to-
gether ministers from various
departments, including Forest,
Finance, and Revenue, as well
as top officials from the forest
wildlife department, state po-
lice, and disaster management
authority.

They will review the mea-
sures taken to control the
wildlife-human conflict and
discuss ways to prevent such
incidents in the future.

The meeting on February
27 aims to find a solution to
the rising incidents of human-
wildlife conflicts in Kerala,

Throughout her career,
she earned the love and re-
spect of millions for her pol-
icies aimed at improving the
lives of the people, particu-
larly the underprivileged.

An accomplished actress
before entering politics,
Jayalalithaa acted in over
130 films.

She joined the All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK) in
1982 and quickly rose to
prominence, becoming the
party’s propaganda secre-
tary in 1983.

She served as a member of
the Rajya Sabha and, later,

which have become a major
concern for the state's authori-
ties.

Forest minister AK Suseen-
dran has sought a report from
Kannur DC (District Collec-
tor) Arun K Vijayan regarding
the matter. Opposition parties
BJP and UDF have called for
a 'hartal’ in the Aralam Gram
Panchayat.

Kannur district collector
chaired an Emergency Disaster
Management Committee meet-
ing, which decided to compen-
sate the victim's family with Rs
20 lakh.

the state legislative assem-
bly during her political ca-
reer.She also faced numer-
ous challenges throughout
her political journey, in-
cluding legal battles and
imprisonment. In 1996, she
was imprisoned for amonth
after authorities raided her
residence and seized valu-
able assets.

Her tenure as a national
leader was marked by her
alliance with the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) in 1998, a relation-
ship that has since been
severed.
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AAP AND BJP TRADE BARBS OVER
PORTRAITS IN NEW CM'S OFFICE

AAP alleged BJP removed photos of Ambedkar and Bhagat Singh

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Aam Aadmi Party
TMonday alleged that

B R Ambedkar and
Bhagat Singh's portraits
were removed from Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta's office, a charge denied by
the ruling BJP.

The BJP accused the op-
position party of trying to di-
vert people's attention from
the CAG reports that will
be tabled in the Assembly
to expose "corruption” by
AAP when it was in power.

The Delhi BJP shared pho-
tos of the chief minister's
office on social media and
said, "The portraits of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar, Bhagat
Singh the President and the
prime minister are displayed
in the offices of Chief Minis-
ter Rekha Gupta and other
ministers."

On the eve of Republic Day
in 2022, then chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal directed of-
ficials that only the portraits
of Babasaheb Ambedkar
and Bhagat Singh will be
displayed in government
offices, including the CM's
office. Photos of no other
political leader will be dis-
played in Delhi government
offices, he had said.

Leader of Opposition in
the Assembly and former
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi
raised the issue in the first

Kejriwal says removing
Ambedkar’s portrait hurts
his followers; AAP plans
protests.

BJP denies removal,
shares photos showing
all key portraits still dis-
played.

BJP accuses AAP of dis-
tracting from the upcom-
ing CAG report on corrup-
tion.

BJP suggests AAP is creat-
ing drama to deflect atten-
tion from corruption alle-

FIRST DAY, FIRST SHOW

gations in the CAG report.
B BJP criticizes AAP MLAs
for disrupting the Assem-
bly and undermining its

dignity.

session of the newly consti-
tuted eighth Delhi Assembly
earlier in the day.

"It is unfortunate the Delhi
Assembly is being led by a
party that is anti-Dalit and
anti-Sikh. The BJP has re-
moved photographs of Ba-
basaheb Bhimrao Ambed-
kar and Shaheed Bhagat
Singh from the chief minis-
ter's office, showing its anti-
Dalit stance," she alleged in
the Assembly.

In a press conference, Ati-
shi showed a photo of the
CM Office captured on an
iPad, and said, "This is to-
day’s photo when our MLAs

4
-
Former CM and Assembly LoP Atishi with opposition MLAs protest on Assembly premises alleging

that the BJP's new Govt in Delhi removed pictures of Dr Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar and
Bhagat Singh from the CM Office, at Delhi Vidhan Sabha in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

went to meet the CM. The
photos have been removed,
which proves that the BJP is
an anti-Dalit and anti-Sikh
party."

She alleged the BJP has
"disrespected" Babasaheb
and the Sikh community, by
removing the portraits.

The AAP strongly opposes
this and will protest against
it in the streets as well as in
the Assembly, she added.

AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal said the move has
hurt millions of Ambedkar
followers.

"The new BJP government
of Delhi removed Babasa-

Atishi demands Rs 2,500 to

women, protest outside CM's office

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

AAP MLAs led by Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Atishi staged
a protest outside the office of
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta in the assembly on
Monday, demanding the ful-
filment of the BJP's promise to
provide Rs 2,500 to women in
the city after the first Cabinet
meeting. "We asked for time
from the Delhi CM two days
ago. But we were not given
time, so we are here outside
her office in the assembly. We
want to meet her regarding
the promise of PM Modi to
provide Rs 2,500 to women
after the first Cabinet. Modi's

guarantee is proving wrong,"
Atishi said after meeting CM
Rekha Gupta.

Atishi further said that the
chief minister had not given
them any assurance but men-
tioned that she was trying

her best to fulfil the promise
by March 8.The protest took
place as the first session of the
newly constituted Delhi As-
sembly commenced on Mon-
day, marking the BJP's return
to power after 26 years.

heb's photograph and put
up a photograph of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
This is not right. This has
hurt millions of followers
of Babasaheb," he said in a
post on X.

"I have a request for the
BJP. You can put up the
prime minister's photo-
graph but do not remove
that of Babasaheb. Let it re-
main," he added.

Rejecting the charges,
Cabinet Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa said "This is be-
ing done deliberately by the
AAP todivert attention from
the CAG report that will be

.

presented tomorrow."

He said the CM's office
still has pictures of Babasa-
heb Ambedkar and Bhagat
Singh, along with those of
the prime minister, presi-
dent, and Mahatma Gandhi.
"This moveis a clear attempt
to distract the public," Sirsa
said.

"When AAP was in
power, it suppressed the
CAG report for three years.
Now, when it is about to be
released, they are creating
unnecessary drama. No one
respects Babasaheb Ambed-
kar more than we (BJP) do,"
the minister added.

'Mere tactics hide

corruption’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister and
BJP leader Rekha Gupta on
Monday said that in a bid to
hide their corruption and
misdeeds, the Aam Aadmi
Party was resorting to "tac-
tics" by accusing the newly
elected government of re-
moving photographs of BR
Ambedkar and Bhagat
Singh from the CM's office.
"This is their tactic to hide
their corruption and mis-
deeds behind Babasaheb
Ambedkar and Shaheed
Bhagat Singh...Should the
photo of the Head of Gov-

, says CM

ernment not be put up?
Should the photo of the
President of the country not
be put up? Should the photo
of Father of the Nation Gan-
dhi ji not be put up? Bhagat
Singh and Babasaheb are
respectable personalities of
the country and our guide.
So, this room is of the CM of
Delhi and as the Head of the
Government, we have given
them the space. It is not my
work to answer them, I am
answerable to the people..."
Gupta said.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
also refuted the allegations
by Atishi and Arvind Ke-
jriwal.

MCD waives house
tax, rider attached

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) has
announced a house-tax
waiver scheme, allowing
residents to clear their
house-tax dues of 2024-25
and have all previous pend-
ing taxes written off. The
announcement was made
at a press conference here
on Monday by MCD Mayor
Mahesh Khichi, Deputy
Mayor Ravinder Bhard-
wayj, Leader of the House
Mukesh Goel and senior
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leader and Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh.

The AAP-led civic body's
proposal, which aims at
easing financial burdens on
citizens and curbing cor-
ruption in tax collection, is
set to be passed in the MCD
House on Tuesday.

Under the scheme, prop-
erties measuring up to100
square yards, including
residential shops, will be
completely exempt from
house tax from the next fi-
nancial year. Houses mea-
suring between 100 and
500 square yards will re-
ceive a 50-per cent waiver,
while 1,300 housing societ-
ies that previously did not
qualify for any exemption
will now get a 25-per cent
rebate.

By January 2025, an
amount of Rs 1,908.06
crore in property-tax rev-
enue was collected out of
the Rs 4,300-crore target
for Financial Year 2024-
25, while by December

Cop stabbed
while arresting

robbery
accused, 1 held

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A Delhi Police sub-in-
spector was stabbed while
tracking down a robbery
accused, an official said on
Monday.According to the
police, the accused Guddu
and a minor girl were traced
to Anand Parbat, but their
apprehension turned vio-
lent when their associates
resisted, leading to a scuffle.

During the confrontation,
SI Neeraj suffered a sharp
injury on his back after he
was stabbed. He was im-
mediately moved to Gan-
garam Hospital, where he
is reported to be in stable
condition.

The AAP-led civic body's proposal,
which aims at easing financial burdens
on citizens and curbing corruption

in tax collection, is set to be passed
inthe MCD House on Tuesday.

2024, the corporation had
received Rs 2,653 crore in
property-transfer duty.

Speaking at the press
conference, Khichi said the
AAP has always delivered
on its promises and the lat-
est decision is a major step
towards easing financial
burdens on homeowners.

He said the MCD is also
going ahead with plans to
regularise 12,000 contrac-
tual employees, in addition
to the 8,000 workers who
have already been made
permanent in the last two
years.

He emphasised that the
tax-waiver scheme would
not only provide relief to
homeowners but also bring
transparency in tax collec-
tion, reducing avenues for
corruption.

Singh said the AAP has
consistently worked for
the welfare of the common
man and this decision is a

step towards fulfilling that
commitment.

He also highlighted
that for the first time,
1,300 housing apart-
ments in Delhi, which
had never received any
tax benefit, will get a 25-
per cent rebate. Calling it
a historic decision by the
AAP-led MCD, Singh
said the proposal would
bring relief to thousands
of families that have been
burdened with high house
taxes for years.

The AAP's MCD in-
charge, Durgesh Pathak,
said the move would put
an end to corruption in tax
collection as many home-
owners were harassed by
officials over unpaid dues.

He pointed out that under
previous administrations,
house tax was often used
as a tool to extract bribes,
leading to losses in the
MCD's revenue.

Forest dept probes tree
felling complaints at zoo

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government's forest
department is investigating
complaints about the uprooting
of more than a hundred trees in
the city zoo, official sources said
on Monday. GPS map cameraim-
ages froma source showed many
dead and live trees uprooted and
cut last month in the National
Zoological Park, the only zoo
directly managed by the central
government. Delhi Zoo Director
Sanjeet Kumar said only dead
trees were uprooted while live
ones were pruned.

"[tisa routine exercise to pre-
vent damage to life and property
from dangerous trees, and there
isnothing wrong withit," he said.

An official forest department

Under the Delbi
Preservation of
Trees Act, no one
can cut orremove
atree, whetheron
their property or
elsewhere, without
priorpermission
[from the tree officer.

but if we find any illegal activity,
we willissueanotice and take ap-
propriateaction,” the source said.

Under the Delhi Preservation
of Trees Act, no one can cut or
remove a tree, whether on their
property or elsewhere, without
prior permission from the tree

says govt

proceedings of the house during the first session of the Delhi
Assembly, at Vidhan Sabha in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

From Urdu to Sanskrit, ML As take oath in 6 di

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The first session of the newly
constituted Delhi Assembly
commenced on Monday, with
MLAs taking their oaths in
six languages-Hindi, Eng-
lish, Sanskrit, Urdu, Maithili,
and Punjabi-reflecting the
linguistic diversity of the leg-
islature.

The session also marked the
BJP's return to power after 26
years and its shift to the right
side of the Speaker's chair.

BJP MLA Arvinder Singh

Lovely was sworn in as the
pro-tem Speaker of the eighth
Assembly and administered
the oath by Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Vinai Kumar Saxena
at the Raj Niwas before the
session began. As the senior-
most legislator, Lovely over-
saw the swearing-in of all
newly elected MLAs.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
was the first to take the oath,
followed by her six Cabinet
ministers. Delhi PWD Min-
ister Parvesh Sahib Singh
Verma and Home Minister
Ashish Sood were the next in

CAG reports be tabled today,

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The BJP-led Delhi gov-
ernment is set to table 14
pending Comptroller and
Auditor General of India
(CAG) reports on the pre-
vious AAP government's

| performance in the Delhi

Assembly on February 25.
Accordingto the BJP MLAs,
the reports will be present-
ed on the second day of the

first session of the newly
constituted eighth Delhi
Assembly.

The BJP has been alleging
that the reports were with-
held by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) administra-
tion.

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta had an-
nounced last Thursday that
the reports would be made
public in the first session
under the new govern-

ment. The pending CAG
audits include reviews of
state finances, public health
infrastructure, vehicular air
pollution, liquor regulation
and the functioning of the
Delhi Transport Corpora-
tion, among others.

The BJP had repeatedly
demanded the release of
these reports during the
AAP'stenure, even moving
the court to direct the gov-
ernment to table them.

Police said that despite the
resistance, they apprehend-
ed one of the accused, iden-
tified as Raj and recovered
the knife used in the attack.

Fire breaks

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A fire broke out in a restau-
rant in New Delhi's Con-
naught Place on Monday
evening, an official of the

source said they had received
complaints about tree felling in
the zoo and were looking into
the matter.

"Ttseems the trees were pruned

officer. However, alandowner can
cutatreeifit posesan immediate
danger to life, property or traffic
but must inform the tree officer
within 24 hours of the felling.

out in Delhi restaurant

Delhi Fire Services said.
The incident was re-
ported at 7:56 pm at Im-
perial Spice restaurant
in the M-block of Con-
naught Place, official said.

ferent languages
Chief Minister Rekba Guptawas the first to

take the oath, followed by ber six Cabinet
ministers. Delbi PW D Minister Parvesh
Sabib Singh Verma and Home Minister
Ashish Sood were the next in line.

line. Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa took
his oath in Punjabi, while
Law and Justice Minister
Kapil Mishra opted for San-
skrit.

Several other MLAs took
oaths in different languages.

Karnail Singh took oath in
Punjabi, while Pradyumn
Rajput and Neelam Pahal-
wan chose Sanskrit. BJP's
Tarvinder Marwah chanted
religious slogans after read-
ing the printed text, to which
the Speaker objected, remind-

He added that four fire
tenders were rushed to the
site and no casualty was
reported. The fire started at
the chimney of the first floor
of the restaurant, he added.

ing him that it was not a Gu-
rudwara.

Amanatullah Khan (Urdu),
Chandan Chaudhary (Mai-
thili), Ajay Dutt (English),
and Gajendra Yadav (San-
skrit) also took their oaths,
with the Speaker consistently
instructing members to fol-
low the official oath format.

Other MLAs who took their
oaths in Sanskrit included
Sanjay Goel, Jitendra Maha-
jan, Ajay Mahawar, and BJP's
Karnail Singh, while Chaud-
hary Zubair and Amanatul-
lah Khan chose Urdu.
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SC ORDERS NCR TO COMPLY WITH SOLID
WASTE MANAGEMENT RULES

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Monday said seg-
regation of waste at

source was of “vital impor-
tance” for the environment
and asked the NCR states
for the compliances made
in adherence to the Solid
Waste Management Rules,
2016.

A bench of Justices Abhay
S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
said the non-compliance in
adhering to the 2016 Rules
had affected all cities in the
country.

“In one of the orders, we
have observed that all smart
city projects are in progress.
How the cities can become
smart without compliance
with the Solid Waste Man-
agement Rules?” the bench
asked.

The National Capital
Region (NCR) comprises

HAT THE COURT SAID

B Court highlights the negative
effects of not following Solid
Waste Management Rules,

2016.

B |Improper segregation could
lead to more pollution from
waste-to-energy projects.

B NCR states must submit *
compliance reports on waste

management by March’s end.
B Court directs states to present detailed plans for waste management with

timelines.

B Courtthreatensdrastic action if Delhi's untreated waste issue is not resolved.

Delhi and certain districts
of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and Rajasthan.

If there was no proper seg-
regation of waste, the court
said, even waste-to-energy
projects would create more
pollution.

Senior advocate Aparajita
Singh, the amicus curiae

in the pollution matter, re-
ferred to solid waste man-
agement in the NCR while
flagging the low percentage
of segregation of waste.

She said sending unseg-
regated waste to waste-to-
energy plants caused more
pollution.

“As rightly submitted by

Court extends protection to
AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Rouse Avenue court
on Monday extended the
interim protection granted
to Aam Aadmi Party MLA
Amanatullah Khan till
February 25 after hearing
arguments on his anticipa-
tory bail.

Special Judge Jitendra
Singh extended the inter-
im protection to the Okhla
MLA and listed the matter
for hearing tomorrow.

On February 13, the AAP
MLA was granted protec-
tion to Amanatullah Khan
from any coercive action
on February 24. The court
had asked AAP MLA to
join the investigation. Del-
hi Police filed the CCTV
footage and statement of
witnesses for the court’s
consideration.

At the outset, Delhi police

also filed a status report.
The court also inquired
about the power failure at
the time incident on Febru-
ary 10.

The court pulled up
Delhi police for not filing
the supplementary charge
sheet against Shavej Khan
and not cancelling his
Proclaimed Offender (PO)
status even after he was
granted anticipatory bail.

Additional Public Pros-

30-year-old man shot
dead in Farrukhnagar

TDG NETWORK
GURUGRAM

A 30-year-old man, Rohit,
was shot dead by unidenti-
fied assailants on Monday
evening in Farrukhnagar,
just days after his release
from jail.

Rohit, a resident of Khera
Khurrampur village, had a
criminal history, with more
than 10 cases, including
murder, registered against
him.

Police suspect that his
murder could be linked to
an old enmity or rivalry.
According to the police, the
incident occurred around
4:30 pmin the fields behind
World College, where Rohit
was shot by the assailants
who then fled the scene.

Rohit was immediately
rushed to a hospital, but
doctors declared him dead
on arrival. Given his crimi-
nal background, police

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police’s crime branch
arrested a ‘Baba Safidon’
gang member, identified
as Bhola Shankar. 26-year-
old Shankar was wanted in
relation to various cases in
Haryana and Delhi, officials
said on Monday.
According to the police,
the arrested accused was
wanted in five cases; one
robbery case from PS Vas-
ant Kunj, Delhi, and four
cases from Haryana. He is

believe the motive may be
connected to a gang-related
dispute. The investiga-
tion is still ongoing, and
authorities are working to
identify the perpetrators.
Inspector Sandeep Kumar,
the SHO of Farrukhnagar
police station, confirmed
that the police have been
deployed in Khera Khur-
rampur village to prevent
any further unrest and en-
sure peace.

The police have promised
swift action and are deter-
mined to make arrests soon.
As the investigation con-
tinues, police are focusing
on gathering evidence and
identifying the assailants.
They have expressed confi-
dence that the suspects will
be caught and brought to
justice.

The case is expected to re-
veal more details in the com-
ing days as law enforcement
intensifies its efforts.

alleged to be a key member
and primary arms supplier
for the notorious Baba Safi-
don Gang.

According to the crime

ecutor (APP) Atul Shriv-
astava appeared for Delhi
Police and submitted that
custodial interrogation
is required as there are
contradictions in the facts
narrated by Amanatullah
Khan and what Shavej
Khan has stated.

Delhi Police also stated
that Section 111 BNS has
been invoked against the
accused as he is involved
in continuing unlawful
activities. Twenty-six cas-
es were registered against
him. On the other hand,
advocate Rajat Bhard-
waj along with Kaustubh
Khanna and Irshad Khan
arguing for Amanatullah
Khan stated that Delhi po-
lice have already stated in
the Status report that the
PO status of Shavej Khan
was not cancelled inadver-
tently.

the amicus curiae, the seg-
regation of waste at source
is of vitalimportance for the
environment.

If their is no proper segre-
gation, even waste-to-ener-
gy projects will create more
pollution,” the bench said.

The NCR states were or-
dered to file affidavits deal-

ing with the compliances
of all the urban local bod-
ies with the provisions of
the 2016 Rules so far. They
have been asked to file the
affidavits by end of March
following which the matter
would be taken up.

The bench has also asked
the states to set out a com-
prehensive plan for waste
management along with
timelines and implement-
ing agencies and said,
“Needless to add that the
affidavits will state compli-
ance in relation to all ur-
ban local bodies within the
NCR.” The authorities were
asked to set out the “best
practices” they proposed
to follow for solid waste
management. The bench in
the meantime directed the
Central Pollution Control
Board to submit a report
on the impact of waste-to-
energy projects on the envi-
ronment.

3 Waste points in Jangpura
closed, MCD informs NGT

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi has informed the
National Green Tribunal
that three dhalaos (waste
collection points) in Jangpu-
ra Extension here have been
closed. The green body had
earlier directed the MCD to
take action on a plea claim-
ing that the garbage dumps
cause pollution and health
hazards.

The report filed on Mon-
day said that the collection
of municipal and solid waste
(MSW) one dhalao in the
P/Q block had been earlier
diverted to two dhalaos at
the H and D blocks in Jang-
pura Extension.

“That is to state that the
collection of MSW at the
dhalaos in H and D blocks
Jangpura Extension has
been stopped from Febru-
ary 20 and the same has

The green body
had earlier directed
the MCD to take
actiononaplea
claiming that the
garbage dumps
cause pollution and
health bazards.

been diverted to the new
Portable Compactor Trans-
fer Station (PCTS) site in
Pant Nagar from February
21,” the report said.

It said that the concession-
aire Dakshin Dilli Swachh
Initiatives Limited (DDSIL)
of the central zone had been
directed to start the opera-
tion of new PCTS at Pant
Nagar and to stop the col-
lection of garbage at H&D
Block dhalaos in Jangpura
Extension simultaneously.

GRAP 2 curbs revoked amid
dip in pollution levels

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Centre’s panel on Delhi-
NCR’s air quality on Mon-
day revoked the Stage 2
curbs under the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan (GRAP)
following a dip in pollution
levels due to favourable
meteorological conditions.
Delhi’s 24-hour average air
quality index stood at 186
at 4 pm, significantly below
the 300-mark that triggers
Stage 2 restrictions.

The India Meteorological
Department and Indian In-
stitute of Tropical Meteorol-
ogy predict that the AQI will
likely remain in the moder-
ate to poor category.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management in
NCR and adjoining areas
attributes the improved
air quality to better mixing
height, ventilation coeffi-
cient, and “much favourable
conditions for dispersion of
pollutants”.

The India Meteorological Department and
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology
predict that the AQI will likely remain
in the moderate to poor category.

With the revocation of
Stage 2 curbs, inter-state
buses from NCR states are
now permitted to enter
Delhi.

During winters, the Del-
hi-NCR region enforces
restrictions under GRAP,
which categorizes air qual-
ity into four stages Stage I
(Poor, AQI 201-300), Stage
IT (Very Poor, AQI 301-

400), Stage III (Severe, AQI
401-450), and Stage IV (Se-
vere Plus, AQI above 450).

Unfavourable meteorolog-
ical conditions, combined
with vehicle emissions,
paddy-straw burning, fire-
crackers, and other local
pollution sources, lead to
hazardous air quality lev-
els in Delhi-NCR during
winters.

EOW arrests property

dealer in Rs 31-crore ‘scam’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the Delhi
Police has arrested a prop-
erty dealer for alleged cheat-
ing in connection with a Rs
31-crore south Delhi proper-
ty deal scam, an official said
on Monday. Accused Ra-
vinder Bainsla, through his
company Bainsla Housing
Private Limited, allegedly
misrepresented himself as
the representative of prop-
erty owner Ashok Kumar,
Additional Commissioner
of Police (EOW) Amrutha
Guguloth said in a state-
ment. “The case, registered
under sections 406, 420
and 120B of the IPC, was
filed on June 14, 2024 on a
complaint from M/s Energy
Building Solutions Private
Limited through Anurag

Fair opportunity cannot be denied for
speedy trial: HC in 2020 riots case

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court in a
February 2020 riots case
has said expediting trial
couldn’t be at the cost of
fairness as it was against
“all canons of justice” and
the accused had to be given
a fair opportunity. Justice
Anup ] Bhambhani, in the
order passed on Febru-
ary 16, said while it did not
fault the trial court for at-
tempting to proceed with
the trial expeditiously, the
right to cross-examine was
“critical” to the petitioner’s
defence and there appeared
a “disproportionate sense of
expedition”.

“We must not delude our-
selves into believing that the
purpose of expeditious trial
would be served by deny-
ing to an accused a fair and
reasonable opportunity to

branch, on February 14,
around 11.30 AM, two ac-
cused individuals entered
a currency exchange office
and robbed foreign cur-

cross-examine a prosecu-
tion witness on a critical is-
sue,” the court said.

The judge went on, “This
court is of the view that ad-
journing the matter to the
next day or to any day soon
thereafter, would have been
the balanced and appropri-
ate course of action. Speedy
trial is in fact more in the
interest of an accused who
claims innocence; but expe-
dition in trial cannot be at

rency notes worth approxi-
mately Rs 7.5 lakhs at gun-
point.

“The culprits fled in a car,
accompanied by a third
accomplice who had been
waiting outside the office.
In connection with the inci-
dent, an FIR under sections
309(4)/3(5) of the BNS & 25
Arms Act was registered at
PS Vasant Kunj North, Del-
hi, and the local police initi-
ated an investigation,” read
a statement from the police.

The police had arrested
two suspects earlier, Di-

the cost of fairness of trial,
since that would be against
all canons of justice.”

The case related to a Feb-
ruary 2020 riots’ accused
who sought to recall a wit-
ness for cross-examination
during the trial. He wanted
to cross-examine a police-
man to elicit the fact that
he could possibly not have
“suddenly” identified him
when he did not refer to him
in his statement earlier and

panshu and Gaurav Dha-
nia, recovering four illegal
firearms from them. The
third accomplice was later
identified as Bhola Shankar.
The accused was on the run,
and there were no leads on
his whereabouts.

Based on technical surveil-
lance, the team narrowed
down the accused’s hideout
in Andheri East, Mumbai.

“A raiding team laid a trap
and nabbed the accused,
Bhola Shankar, from near
a hotel in Andheri East,
Mumbai.

the petitioner was never put
through a test identification
parade.

His grievance was that the
trial court declined to give
even a day’s time to cross-
examine the witness after
an adjournment was sought
and curbed his opportunity.

The high court granted
him “one and only one op-
portunity” to cross-examine
the witness and said though
unnecessary adjournments
should never be granted,
one should not forget that
the purpose was to conduct
a fair trial, and recording
depositions expeditiously
intended to subserve that
purpose.

The prosecution defend-
ed the trial court’s decision
and said non-availability of
a senior lawyer on behalf of
an accused person was no
ground for seeking an ad-
journment.

",

Bajpayee,” the statement
read. Bainsla offered to sell a
plot in Delhi’s Samalkha for
Rs 31 crore to the complain-
ant, promising to resolve
legal disputes and provide
vacant possession.

The complainant paid Rs
3.7 crore for the deal be-
tween December 2021 and
February 2022. However,
Bainsla failed to deliver on
his promises and did not
comply with a subsequent

settlement agreement, the
statement said.

Despite being served a no-
tice to join the probe, Bain-
sla applied for anticipatory
bail, which was denied by
a court. He was arrested on
February 20.

Bainsla is a post-graduate.
He works as a property
dealer and assists people in
buying or selling disputed
properties, the statement
said.

23-year-old man commits
suicide in Paharganj

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A 23-year-old man alleged-
ly committed suicide at his
residence in central Delhi’s
Paharganj, an official said
on Monday. According to
police, the incident occurred
on Sunday night. The de-
ceased was identified as
Jasmit alias Jashn.

Police said Jasmit was a
habitual drinker and fre-
quently argued with his
parents.

Around 7 pm on Febru-
ary 22, he allegedly fought
with his mother under the
influence of alcohol and at-
tempted to assault her, said
the officer. Fearing further
conflict, his parents left their
house, locked it,and went to
their daughter’s residence in
Ghaziabad.

“On February 23, neigh-
bours informed the couple
that someone had at-

Police said Jasmit
was a babitual
drinkerand
frequently argued
with bis parents.

tempted to break into their
house. They sent a relative,
Tejinder, with the house key
to check. Tejinder arrived at
the location around 10 pm
and found the lock intact.
Upon entering, he discov-
ered that Jasmit had died
by suicide by hanging,” he
added.

Initial investigations sug-
gest that Jasmit forced open
the latch of the balcony door
and broke into the house.
His body was sent for post-
mortem examination, and
further inquiries are under-
way, police said.

Man’s head smashed with brick
for seeking repayment of Rs 100

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A 25-year-old man's head
was smashed with a brick
in Outer North Delhi's Na-
rela area for demanding
the repayment of Rs 100
that the accused borrowed
from him, police said on
Monday.

The incident occurred
on February 15 and the
accused Aman has been
arrested, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Outer-

north) Nidhin Valsan said.
A PCR call about the body
was received at Narela Po-
lice Station.

Teams were immediately
sent to the spot and further
investigation was launched
after registering an FIR.

"The body was found
behind the rice mill in
Vishal Bagh. Initially,
teams could not identify
the body, which led to a
door-to-door drive for the
identification," the DCP

said, adding the deceased
was identified after two
days of the investigation.
The deceased has been
identified as Bunty, a
resident of Dada Mai
colony in Bankner.
Valsan said the police re-
viewed 140 CCTV cameras
and traced the movement
of the accused.

Despite the accused try-
ing to avoid detection by
not using a mobile phone,
he was nabbed.
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SENSEX SHEDS 850 POINTS AS
WEAK GLOBAL CUES HIT SENTIMENT

Bl Broaderindex NSE Nifty was down 242.55 points or 106 per cent

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

The Indian stock markets
on Monday ended on a
lower note, influenced by
weak global cues that kept
the benchmarks under
pressure during the trading
session.

At the close of the mar-
ket, the Sensex was down
856.65 points or 1.14 per
cent, at 74,454.41, and the
Nifty at the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) was down
242.55 points or 1.06 per
cent, at 22,553.35.

At NSE, Wipro, HCL
Technologies, Infosys, TCS,
and Tata Steel were the big-
gest losers. On the other
hand, the stocks of M&M,
Eicher Motors, Dr Reddy’s
Labs, Hero MotoCorp and
Kotak Mahindra Bank were
the gainers.

In Monday’s trading ses-
sion, except for auto, phar-
ma, and FMCG, all other
sectoral indices ended in the
red territory. The sectoral
indices of IT, metal, and
telecom were down about 2
per cent.

In terms of sectors, 10 out
of 13 major sectoral indices
traded lower in today’s ses-
sion.

The volatility index, India
VIX, cooled off by 0.60 per
cent to 14.44, indicating a
decline in market volatility.

“The D-street indices ex-
perienced a sharp drop to
an eight-month low as mar-
ket sentiment remained
subdued. The decline was

LOSERS AND GAINERS

B On NSE, Wipro, HCL
Technologies, Infosys,
TCS and Tata Steel were
the biggest losers

B M&M, Eicher Motors,
Dr Reddy’s Labs, Hero
MotoCorp and Kotak
Mahindra Bank were
the gainers

B Only auto, pharma, and
FMCG ended in the green
territory

M The volatility index, India
VIX, cooled off by 0.60 per
centto 14.44, indicat-

ing a decline in market
volatility
MW Sectoral indices of IT,

“The D-street indices experienced a
sharp drop to an eight-month low as
market sentiment remained subdued.
The decline was primarily driven
by significant losses in beavyweight
stocks, especially within the I'T sector

-Ameya Ranadive, Sr Technical Analyst,
StoxBox

primarily driven by signifi-
cant losses in heavyweight
stocks, especially within the
IT sector. This weakness fol-
lowed reports of declining
consumer confidence in the
US, casting a shadow over
the country’s growth out-
look,” said Ameya Ranad-
ive, Chartered Market Tech-
nician, CFTe, Sr Technical
Analyst, StoxBox.
“Today’s decline in the

Nifty was accompanied by
lower trading volume com-
pared to the previous ses-
sion,” he added.
“Technically, on the daily
chart, Nifty has formed a
red candle, indicating weak-
ness. Furthermore, the in-
dex breached the 22,700
support level and closed
below it. Thus, on the up-
side, 22,700-22,800 will
serve as a solid resistance

NHALI to monetise 24 road assets

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

State-owned National High-
ways Authority of India
(NHAI) on Monday said it
has identified a tentative list
of 24 road assets which will
be monetised in 2025-26.

The total length of the
roads assets to be monetised
in the next financial year is
1,472 km with cumulative
annual revenue from these
assets pegged at Rs 1,863
crore in 2023-24.

“All stakeholders may give
their feedbacks on these as-
sets and or may suggest addi-
tional assets, for revising the
list to make it more inclusive.

“These assets are pref-
erably to be monetised
through TOT mode unless
not revised at later stage
for any other mode of mon-
etization,” NHAI said in an
office order dated February
24,2025.

According to the order, out
of the 24 projects, five road
projects are in Maharashtra,
four in Jharkhand, three in
Uttar Pradesh, two each
in West Bengal, Bihar and
Telangana and one each in

i
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NHAI bad identified 33 bighway stretches
with atotal length of 2,741 km across the
country for monetisation in 2024-25.
MoRTH has targeted to raise
Rs 39,000 crore through various modes
of asset monetisation in 2024-25

Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Gu-
jarat, Karnataka, Keralaand
Odisha.

NHATI had identified 33
highway stretches with
a total length of 2,741 km
across the country for
monetisation in 2024-25.
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH)
has targeted to raise Rs
39,000 crore through
various modes of asset

monetisation in 2024-25.
Currently, MoRTH mone-
tises its assets under three
different modes -- toll-
operate-transfer (TOT),
Infrastructure Investment
Trust (InvIT) and project-
based financing -- in order
to provide all categories of
investors an opportunity to
invest in assets pertaining
to highways and associated
infrastructure.

metal, and telecom were
down about 2 per cent at
the close of trade.

zone. On the downside, the
index will find initial sup-
port at 22,500, followed
by the 22,050 level, where
the 100-weekly Exponen-
tial Moving Average is po-
sitioned, said Hrishikesh
Yedve, AVP Technical and
Derivatives Research at Asit
C. Mehta Investment Inter-
mediates Ltd.

In today’s session, the
Bank Nifty opened with a
gap down, witnessed selling
pressure, and concluded the
session lower at 48,652.

“On the downside, bank
nifty will find strong sup-
port around 47,840, while
on the upside, 49,650 will
remain a challenging barri-
er for the index,” Yedve said.

The market witnessed sig-
nificant selling pressure in
the small-cap and microcap
segments, while the IT and
metal sectors experienced
the largest declines.

Jaipur to host
3R and Circular
Economy
Forum in Asia
and Pacific

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Stake cut in PSBs: Govt invites
bids from bankers, legal firms

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Department of Invest-
ment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) on
Monday invited bids from
merchant bankers and legal
firms to assist the govern-
ment divest its stake in pub-
lic sector banks and listed
financial institutions.As
per the two RFPs (request
for proposal) floated by DI-
PAM, the merchant bankers
and legal advisors would be
empanelled for a period of
three years, which could be
extended by one more year.
The last day for putting in
bids by merchant bankers
is March 27.

DIPAM, which is under
the Finance Ministry, man-
ages government sharehold-
ing in public sector entities.

Currently, a host of pub-
lic sector banks and finan-

A hostof public sector banks and financial
institutions are yet to meet the minimum
25 per cent public sharebolding norm
mandated by market regulator Sebi.

cial institutions are yet to
meet the minimum 25 per
cent public shareholding
norm mandated by mar-
ket regulator Sebi. The
government has set August
1, 2026, deadline for such
non-compliant entities to
reduce government hold-
ing and meet public float
norms.

With the invitation of bids
for empanelment of mer-
chant bankers, the govern-
ment has set the ball rolling
to lower its stake in banks
and financial institutions.

Currently, five public sec-

tor banks are yet to meet the
minimum public sharehold-
ing norm. The government
currently holds a 98.3 per
cent stake in Punjab & Sind
Bank, 964 per cent in Indi-
an Overseas Bank, 95.4 per
cent in UCO Bank, 93.1 per
cent in Central Bank of India
and 86.5 per cent in Bank of
Maharashtra.

Also, it holds a 86.36 per
cent stake in financial insti-
tution IRFC, 85.44 per cent
in insurance company The
New India Assurance, 82.40
per cent in General Insur-
ance Corporation.

RBI revises norms for
Urban Co-op Banks

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank on Mon-
day said aggregate expo-
sure of Urban Co-operative
Banks to residential mort-
gages (housing loans to
individuals) should not ex-
ceed 25 per cent of their total
loans and advances, a move
aimed at providing greater
operational freedom to the
lenders.In terms of extant
instructions, aggregate ex-
posure of a UCB to housing,
real estate and commercial
real estate loans is capped
at 10 per cent of its total as-
sets. The ceiling of 10 per
cent can be exceeded by an
additional 5 per cent of to-
tal assets for the purpose of

granting housing loans to
individuals.

The RBI hasissued revised
prudential norms with a
view to giver greater op-
erational flexibility to UCBs
without diluting the regula-
tory objectives.

“On a review, it has been
decided to revise the defi-
nition of small value loans
as loans of value not more
than Rs 25 lakh or 0.4 per
cent of their Tier I capital,
whichever is higher, sub-
ject to a ceiling of Rs 3 crore
per borrower,” it said.

Currently, UCBs are re-
quired to follow the pre-
scribed glide path to have
at least 50 per cent of their
aggregate loans and ad-
vances comprising of small

value loans loans of value
not more than Rs 25 lakh or
0.2 per cent of their Tier I
capital, whichever is higher,
subject to a maximum of Rs
1 crore per borrower by
March 31, 2026.

It further said aggregate
exposure of a UCB to resi-
dential mortgages (housing
loans to individuals), other
than those eligible to be
classified as a priority sec-
tor, shall not exceed 25 per
cent of its total loans and
advances.

Also, aggregate exposure
of a UCB to the real estate
sector, excluding housing
loans to individuals, shall
not exceed five per cent of
its totalloans and advances,
the RBI said.

Financial
Literacy
Week of RBI
begins

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) launched the tenth
edition of Financial Literacy
Week (FLW) 2025 on Mon-
day, with the theme “Finan-
cial Literacy: Women’s Pros-
perity.”

According to the RBI, the
FLW 2025 will be observed
between February 24 and
28,2025.

The top management and
regional heads of the Re-
serve Bank, NABARD and
heads of select commercial
banks attended the launch
ceremony.

The event was inaugu-
rated by RBI Governor
Sanjay Malhotra, who em-
phasised the importance of
empowering women to play
a significant role in driving
the country’s inclusive and
sustained economic growth.

The launch ceremony,
held in the presence of the
top management and re-
gional heads of the Reserve
Bank and NABARD and
executives from select com-
mercial banks, marked the
beginning of a week-long
series of events dedicated
to promoting financial lit-
eracy.

Speaking at the launch,
the Governor, Shri Mal-
hotra, underlined the
need to empower women
to enhance their partici-
pation in driving inclusive
and sustained economic
growth in our country.
He urged banks to use all
available channels to con-
tinue to promote finan-
cial literacy, particularly
among women.

RBI has planned multi-
media campaigns to raise
awareness about the impor-
tance of financial literacy.

Textile, tourism, tech: PM Modi’s
‘mantra’ for development

India will host the 12th
Regional 3R and Circular
Economy Forum in Asia
and the Pacific, the Minis-
try of Housing and Urban
Affairs said on Monday.

The Forum will take place
at the Rajasthan Interna-
tional Centre in Jaipur on
March 3-5.

The event will centre on
the theme of “Realizing
Circular Societies Towards
Achieving SDGs and Car-
bon Neutrality in Asia-Pa-
cific,” said Union Minister
Manohar Lal at the Curtain
Raiser event organized
today at the National Me-
dia Centre in the national
capital as a precursor to the
main Forum.

The Minister informed
that over 500 international
and domestic participants
are expected to attend the
three-day conference .

Trade deal with England will be a
win-win for both, says Piyush Goyal

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

India and the United King-
dom have resumed negotia-
tions on a trade deal that is
“balanced, mutually benefi-
cial and forward-looking.”

The announcement was
made by Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal and Secretary of State
for the Department for Busi-
ness and Trade of the United
Kingdom Jonathan Reyn-
olds, who is in the national
capital.

A Commerce Ministry re-
lease said the announcement
is the outcome of discussions

held between the Prime Min-
isters of the two countries.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his UK counter-
part Keir Starmer had met
on the sidelines of the G20
Summit in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil in November 2024 to
underline the importance of

resuming trade negotiations
at an early date.

The release said that India
and the United Kingdom
have a close partnership,
built through collaboration
on security and defence, new
and emerging technologies,
climate, health, education,
research and innovation,
green finance and people-
to-people contacts. The
collective aspiration to de-
liver economic growth and
sustainable development is
at the centre of this relation-
ship.

“Both sides have agreed to
resume negotiations towards
abalanced, mutually benefi-

cial and a forward-looking
deal that delivers mutual
growth and builds on the
strengths of the two com-
plementary economies. The
strengthening of the trading
relationship between our two
countries has the potential
to unlock opportunities for
business and consumers
across both our nations and
build further on our already
deep ties,” it said.

Piyush Goyal and Jonathan
Reynolds directed the nego-
tiators to work together tore-
solve the outstanding issues
in the agreement to ensure a
fair and equitable trade deal
for shared success.

AGENCIES
BHOPAL

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said that
three sectors - textiles, tour-
ism and technology- are
“crucial” for India’s devel-
opment.

Addressing the Madhya
Pradesh Global Investor
Summit in Bhopal, the
Prime Minister said these
sectors will create “crores”
of new jobs.

“Three sectors will play
a crucial role in India’s de-
velopment--textiles, tour-
ism, and technology. These
sectors will create crores
of new jobs. If we look at
textiles, India is the second-
largest producer of cotton.
India has a whole tradition
related to textile, it has skill
as well as entrepreneur-
ship,” PM Modi said.

Terming the state as the
“cotton capital” of India,
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi visits an exhibition on Advantage
Assam 2.0 Summit, in Guwahati on Monday. (ANI Photo)

the Prime Minister stated
that about “25 per cent of
India’s organic cotton sup-
ply comes from Madhya
Pradesh.”

India is the sixth largest
textile and apparel exporter
in the world.

Notably, the Central gov-
ernment aims to target the
export of USD 10 billion
worth of technical textiles
under its National Tech-

nical Textiles Mission. To
position India as a global
leader in technical textiles,
the Mission was launched
in 2020-21 and has been
extended till 2025-26, with a
financial outlay of Rs 1,480
crore.

Technical textiles are de-
fined as textile materials and
products used primarily for
their technical performance
in various high-end indus-

Godrej Industries to inaugurate

AGENCIES
BHOPAL

Business conglomerate Go-
drejIndustries Limited is set
to open a factory later this
year in Madhya Pradesh,
according to its Chairman
and Managing Director,
Nadir Godrej.

Speaking on the sidelines
of the Madhya Pradesh
Global Investor Summit
2025 (GIS-2025), the Go-
drej Managing Director
and Chairman said, “We
have had a large factory in
Malanpur for many years
and at the last investment
conference we had prom-
ised to increase our capac-

new factory in Madhya Pradesh

Aview from the Global Investor Summit in Bhopal

ity and we have already
invested 450 crores there
and the work is going on
and we hope to inaugurate
the factory later this year.”

He also spoke about Go-
drej Industries Limited’s
intent to expand beyond the
existing businesses.

Godrej said that the com-

pany is expanding its foot-
print in the real estate sector.
“We are doing something
in Indore we recently start-
ed. And Godrej Agrovet is
also very active in Madhya
Pradesh because, as the
Prime Minister said, it is a
farming state, so we are very
active here,” he added.

tries. At present, India’s
technical textile exports are
reportedly between USD 2
billion to USD 3 billion.

In hisinaugural address at
the Global Investor Summit,
PM Modi also emphasised
on the need to ensure water
security for industrial de-
velopment. He said that the
government is constantly
pushing for water conser-
vation and promoting river
interlinking mission.

“For industrial develop-
ment, water security is im-
portant. To achieve this, on
one side, we are pushing
water conservation, and
on the other, we are pro-
moting the river interlink-
ing mission. Agriculture
is one of the biggest ben-
eficiaries in this process,”
PM Modi said. “Recently,
the Rs 45,000 crore Ken-
Betwa River Linking Project
has been started.

‘Many, many
possibilities

in MP,” says
Gautam Adani

AGENCIES
BHOPAL

Adani Group Chairperson
Gautam Adani arrived at
the Invest MP Global Inves-
tors Summit (GIS) 2025 in
Bhopal, expressing confi-
dence in Madhya Pradesh’s
investment potential. Adani
said, “There are a lot of pos-
sibilitiesin Madhya Pradesh,”
emphasizing the state’s vast
opportunities for industrial
and economic growth.

The two-day summit,
scheduled for February 24-
25, aims to showcase Madhya
Pradesh as a leading invest-
ment destination.
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#METOOMARITALRAPE: THE MOVEMEN
INDIA DESPERATELY NEEDS

DR. PYALI CHATTERJEE

ometimes, I am sur-
Sprised by our position

as women in society.
Is it necessary to always
have a man in our lives to
protect us? And even if
we do, is there any guar-
antee that he—whether a
father, brother, friend, or
husband—will always safe-
guard us with the utmost
care? What if the protector
turns into a monster? In
such cases, should society
remain silent, or should
we hold the perpetrator
accountable? No one has
the right to harm or kill a
woman—whether she is a
daughter, sister, or wife.

A recent judgment by the
Chhattisgarh High Court
has reignited a critical de-
bate: Does marriage grant
a man the license to rape?
However, this question has
now evolved. The more
pressing issue is—does
marriage give a husband
the right to engage in un-
natural sex, even if it re-
sults in his wife’s death?

In recent years, crimes
against women have es-

calated significantly. The
number of reported cases
has surged, yet justice often
remains elusive. Recent-
ly, in an appeal case, the
Chhattisgarh High Court
ruled that “unnatural sex
by a husband in marriage
is not an offense.” The case
involved a 40-year-old
man convicted by a Ses-
sions Court for the death
of his wife in 2017. The vic-
tim suffered severe injuries
and eventually died due to
forced unnatural sex.

According to reports,
on December 11, 2017, the
husband engaged in non-
consensual unnatural sex
with his wife, causing her
immense pain, and then
left for work. Struggling
with excruciating pain and
discomfort, the wife sought
help from her husband
sister and another relative,
who took her to the hospi-
tal. She succumbed to her
injuries a few hours later.
In her dying declaration to
the magistrate and police,
she stated that her hushand
had forced himself on her,
leading to her deteriorating
condition.

In India’s legal system, a
dying declaration holds sig-
nificant evidentiary value
and is sufficient for convic-
tion unless contradicted by
other evidence. The post-
mortem report confirmed
that the cause of death was
peritonitis and rectal per-
foration—indicating severe
injuries to the abdomen
and rectum. Based on this

evidence, the trial court
convicted the husband of
unnatural sex and culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder.

However, the High Court
overturned the conviction,
ruling that if a wife is over
15 years old, “any sexual in-
tercourse” by the husband
cannot be considered rape
under any circumstances.
Consequently, the absence
of the wife’s consent for un-
natural acts was deemed
legally irrelevant.

This raises a serious con-
cern: Even when a 30-year-
old woman loses her life
due to forced unnatural
sex, does the law still fail
to recognize her suffering?
Does our judiciary and leg-
islature truly value wom-
en’s lives? This judgment is
deeply distressing for every
woman. It is truly shame-
ful to witness a man who
caused his wife’s death in
the pursuit of his unnatural
desires now walking free.

How many more cases
do we need before we
acknowledge the grav-
ity of this issue? How many
women must lose their lives
due to such heinous acts?
Today, I am not writing
this article as a lawyer or an
academician—I am writing
as a woman first. Before my
roles in family and society,
I am a woman. Our devo-
tion to goddesses becomes
meaningless when we are
tortured by those meant to
protect us.

Marital rape has long

been a contentious issue
in India. Several petitions
are still pending before the
Supreme Court, seeking
its criminalization. While
marriage is considered a
sacred institution, and sex
is an integral part of it, it
should be based on mu-
tual comfort and respect. It
should not be an act where
one partner enjoys while
the other suffers mentally
and physically. Every sex-
ual act between a husband
and wife should be founded
on mutual understand-
ing—only then can a mar-
riage truly succeed.
Spousal sexual violence
within marriage causes
the same trauma as other
forms of rape. In a land-
mark judgment, the Su-
preme Court of India, in In-
dependent Thought v. Union of
India, amended Section 375
of the IPC to align with the
Constitution and child pro-
tection laws. The new inter-
pretation states: “Sexual in-
tercourse or sexual acts by
a man with his wife, if she
is not below eighteen years
of age, is not rape.” How-
ever, despite this change,
the Central Government in-
formed the Supreme Court
that it does not recognize
marital rape as an offense.
Despite years of advocacy,
our government has failed
to provide legal protection
against marital rape. It has
failed to acknowledge the
trauma and pain suffered
by married women. Nu-
merous national and inter-

national studies highlight
the severe impact of mari-
tal rape, with some victims
requiring medical inter-
vention. The recent Chhat-
tisgarh case is just one of
many examples.

How many more women
must endure violence be-
hind closed doors? How
many must sacrifice their
lives to satisfy their hus-
bands? In many Indian
families, newlywed brides
are still taught by their in-
laws or elder sisters that
they must “surrender” to
their husbands—physi-
cally and emotionally—be-
cause it is their duty. Many
women, even if they dislike
it or feel pain, continue to
endure it due to societal and
familial pressure. Shock-
ingly, the law interprets
this forced submission as
consent.

However, consent and
free consent are not the
same, and it is time our
lawmakers understood this
distinction. What they con-
sider “consent” may not be
free consent.

Isn’t it high time we initi-
ate another movement—
one beyond #MeToo?
This time, it should be
#MeTooMaritalRape.

As asignatory to the Con-
vention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women
(CEDAW), India has failed
its married women by re-
fusing to recognize mari-
tal rape as a crime. We
strongly urge the Indian

government to implement
CEDAW in its true spirit.
One of the key reasons for
its ineffective implementa-
tion is that CEDAW), as a
soft law, is not legally en-
forceable in India. The ris-
ing cases of violence against
women highlight the ur-
gent need for its robust en-
forcement. To address this,
a new Optional Protocol to
CEDAW is essential—one
that would serve as a bind-
ing treaty.

The new Optional Pro-
tocol to CEDAW will rein-
force state accountability
in preventing and respond-
ing to all forms of violence
against women and girls.
It will compel states to
strengthen their protection
and prevention measures,
ensuring greater safety for
women and girls. Addition-
ally, it will support states
in achieving Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG)
No. 5 on gender equality by
working towards the com-
plete elimination of vio-
lence against women and
girls.

I believe this case from

Chhattisgarh, India will
spark a sense of sisterhood
among women and ignite
a feminist movement in In-
dia—one that brings about
meaningful change, ensur-
ing that no woman loses
her life to such brutality
again.
Dr. Pyali Chatterjee, HOD
Assistant Professor, Faculty of
Law, ICFAI University, Rai-
pur; Chbattisgarh, India

Bimal Roy’s Amrita Kumbha’

PROF. JAWAID IQBAL

Bimal da died relatively
young at the age of 57 of
cancer leaving behind a
body of work which has im-
mortalized him - Parinita,
Do Bigha Zameen, Biraj -
Bahu, Sujata, Parakh, Mad-
humati, Devdas, Bandani
are his renowned works in
Hindi . His greatness could
be ascertained from the fact
that these films were both,
commercially and critically
successful and received
many Filmfare and Nation-
al awards.

However; the subject of
the article is ‘Faith’ Bimal
da had in ‘Poorna Kumbh’
Mela rituals . This is re-
vealed in a Book Chapter
titled ‘Bimal da’ written
by Gulzar who was his as-
sistant at that time . This is
part of the book by name
-‘The Man who spoke in
pictures- Bimal Roy’ , ed-
ited by his daughter Rinki
Roy Bhattacharya.

Here Gulzar narrates his
days spent with Bimal da
when he was working on
a film script titled , Amrita
Kumbha’, with the back-
ground of the ‘Kumbha
Mela’ at Prayagraj. In 1954
during Kumbha Mela at
Prayag there occurred a
stampede and thousands
of people died . Inadequate
administrative arrange-
ments and crowd control
were causes reported. The

accident affected many
families and the tragedy
became part of the folklore
and people mourned the
demise of the near and dear
by narrating the tale in a
poetic form. The Bengali
writer Samresh Basu wrote
abook titled Amrit Kumbha
Khoje ‘ on the stampede and
the ‘Kumbh Mela’ of 1954.
Bimal da had read the book
when it was serialised in
Anand Bazaar Patrika and
was very enthusiastic about
it . The book was his prized
possession , kept by his bed-
side. It was heavily marked
with pencil in between the
printed lines and on the
margins. Numerous small
paper notes were inserted
and pinned in it . It had be-
come bulky and seemed as
if there was another book
in the belly of the original .
Bimal da had a clear vision
of the screenplay and he had
mastered the sequence and
characterization. It is be-
lieved that if one takes bath
at the confluence of Ganga
, Jamuna and Saraswati at
Sangam in Prayagraj on the
auspicious ‘Jog Snan’ ( de-
rived from ‘Yog’ ) day dur-
ing ‘Poorna Kumbh’ when
the early golden sunrays are
touching the water you are
cured of all sins and diseas-
es and live for one hundred
years . Gulzar had asked
Bimal da if he believed in
it and Bimal da replied that
it was a matter of faith and
written in ‘Shastras’.

The ‘Shahi Snan’ of Kumb-
ha is called ‘Jog Snan’ by
Bengali devotees. The ninth
day of ‘Poorna Kumbha’
brought out in the book by
the writer was being fol-
lowed in the film making by
Bimal da . Traditionally and
in practice the auspicious
days of ‘Poorna Kumbha’
are -Makar Sankranti ,
Mauni Amavasya, Bas-

ant Panchami and Magh
Poornima, known as ‘Shahi
Snan’.

The novel was in first
person where the writer
narrates the story. There
isone character of Balram
who suffers from tuberculo-
sis and wanted to bathe at
Sangam on the ninth day of
‘Poorna Kumbh’ to be cured
of his disease ! As the peo-
ple were rushing out of the
train at Allahabad he gets
crushed in the stampede
and dies. Bimal da would
repeatedly point out that
the writer has killed him
too early and insisted that it
should die later in the film .
Gulzar argued that the writ-
er perhaps has shown his
death in the beginning so
as to indicate of the tragedy
( stampede in Mela) in the
end and to create a balance
of the narrative, but Bimal
da was adamant.

Once he was detected
with cancer, which was not
disclosed to him, he was
confined to his home but
his commitment and perse-
verance for this film never
waned . He was to go with
his team and take shots of
the Annual Magh Mela in
Prayagraj but since he fell ill
he directed Gulzar and his
team to take the shots and
gave them detailed instruc-
tions . The main shooting
was to take place during the
‘Poorna Kumbh’ in Decem-
ber 1965.

Gulzar did visit ‘Magh
Mela’ in Allahabad and
took some shots , but his
mind was occupied by the
illness of his master. The
team also knew that the film
was unlikely be completed .
The following conversation
between Gulzar and Kamal
da ( Cameraman, ) brings
out the reason behind Bi-
mal Roy’s obsession with
the film:

/ The Mang¥/ho §|’.oke

in Pictures

“One evening after returning
from shooting, Kamalda asked
, ‘Why is Bimal da making this
film

I bad asked bim once,’ I an-
swered.

‘What did be say?’

‘I told him of a feeling that I
am the writer who bad gone in
search of amrit which makes
man live for a hundred years
. Surrounded by the cigarette
smoke be bad coughed. His face
bad turned red and after be re-
covered his breath , be added,
I too bave been searching for
that amrit’.

‘Confused, 1 bad asked . Do
you really wish to live for a bun-
dred years 2

“That day , the topic ended at
that point . On another occa-
sion , ‘he said, * A bundred
years do not literally mean
that many years. It means that
a man attains immortality
through this amrit.’

‘What amrit is that?’

‘ Bimal da bad stared far into
space for a long time .’

‘thinking back , now I feel that
be knew that be bad cancer.’

‘ He answered at length , *
Culture. I want to become a
partof the culture of this land so
that ...". He wanted to say that
be wanted to become immortal
but be did not say it .”

The health of Bimal da
continued to deteriorate
and he had become frail
and shrunken but he did
not cease to talk about the
film based on the book.
One day he called Gulzar
and admonished him for
not working enough on the
script and asked him to sit
every day in the evening
with him on the script . He
insisted to shoot during the
Kumbh of 1965 and Gulzar
told him that it would com-
mence on 31 December and
the ninth day of ‘Jog Snan’
would fall on 08 January
1966. In between a new film
by the title of ‘Sahara’ was
shot for a few days but then
the shooting had to stop as
he was unwell.

He continued to discuss
the finer details of the film
with Gulzar and was par-
ticularly unhappy about
the timing of the death of
the Balram. Gulzar writes:

“Balram’s death kept on
shifting and during the debate
lasting two to three montbs his
timing of death was discussed ,
it was being pushed forward by
slow degrees. One day Bimal da
said bappily -“I bave finally
discovered the right place for
that scene . On the day of the
Jog Snan, at the crack of dawn
as the first ray of sun falls on
water ..’ be coughed excitedly
. His whole body racked by the
cough , but be continued , ‘ that
is when the death occurs . This
first death would balance the
stampede in the climax . Bal-
ram would die on the day of the
Jog Snan.”

As the fatal day neared
all his family members and
colleagues would expect the
tragic hour to arrive. How-
ever when Gulzar would
meet him he would talk of
the film . As it was Decem-
ber 1965 and the ‘Poorna
Kumbh’ had commenced he
told Gulzar that they would
shoot after the culmination .
Seeing the fast deteriorating
condition of Bimal da Gul-
zar stopped visiting him as
he could not see his suffer-
ing.

Finally the tragic day ar-
rived and Gulzar states: “
1 got the news in the morning
and it was as if the sword of
Domacles hanging over my
bead had been removed . The
moment I recovered my breath
, tears poured out of my eyes . It
was 8 Fanuary 1966, the day of
the Jog Snan”

As the ‘Maha Kumbh'’ of
2025 culminates in San-
gam at Prayagraj , Bimal da
would be smiling watching
the proceedings from above;
having attained immortal-

ity!
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PERSPECTIVE

ISRAEL-PALESTINE

WHEN THE MINDSET
BECOMES A PROBLEM

As if the tales of bestiality by the Hamas terror-
ists on 7 October 2023—when they attacked and
killed over 1,200 Israelis and other nationalities
in the most horrific manner and took 251 people
hostage—were not enough, another chapter in
this blood curdling horror story unfolded last
week when news broke about how two toddlers,
one a five-year-old and another two years old,
were murdered in captivity. Ariel and Kfir Bibas
were kidnapped with their mother Shiri by the
Mujahideen Brigades, a Palestinian terror group,
which was one of the several groups that joined
hands with Hamas to carry out the atrocities of 7
October 2023. As their remains were returned to
Israel by the Hamas, the two children were found
to have been strangled bare-handed to death and
disfigured to show that they had been killed in an
Israeli strike. What was thought to be the body of
their mother, turned out to be that of a woman from
Gaza, which the Hamas, in an act of incalculable
cruelty, had passed off as Shiri. It was only two days
later that Hamas released Shiri’s body. The Hamas
also made a huge show of returning the bodies, pa-
rading them around and turning it into a celebra-
tion, with Gazans, young and old revelling in the
inhumanity on display. Even otherwise, Hamas has
been parading around the hostages before releas-
ing them, forcing them to wave and smile at the Ga-
zans. As shock and horror rippled through Israel,
and much of the civilised world, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu stated that Israel had decided
“to delay the release of terrorists that was planned
for yesterday (Saturday) until the release of the next
hostages is ensured, without the humiliating cer-
emonies.” Around 600 terrorists were scheduled
to be released on Saturday, but now it is indefinitely
postponed. According to the Israelis, over 60 more
hostages, including five Americans, are yet to be
released, but it’s not known how many of them are
still alive.

Amid this, Netanyahu has started intensifying
operations inside the West Bank, with three refu-
gee camps emptied of around 40,000 people. Is-
raeli troops are expected to stay there for at least a
year. These camps are a hotbed of terrorist activity.

In the meanwhile, three parked buses were blown
up by Palestinian terrorists, with explosives found
in two more. While mass casualties were avoided,
Israel is being reminded once again that the terror-
ist threat remains and has not been eradicated with
the crippling of Hamas. While the missiles and
rockets from Gaza may have stopped, the Hamas
and other similar groups have resorted to carry-
ing out terror attacks targeting civilians, which too
cause huge damage and mental trauma.

The biggest problem here is the radicalisation
of a whole population—the Palestinians in this
case. They have been completely radicalised and
see Hamas as their sole representative. As a result
of which, it increasingly appears that inhumanity
comes naturally to them as they indulge in a pe-
culiar dance of death where the line between ci-
vilised behaviour and savagery gets blurred. This
is trademark Hamas. This is also what 7 October
2023 saw—the wilful and gleeful participation of
Palestinian civilians in Hamas’ terror attack. While
supporters of the Palestinian cause are saying that
the murder of the two Israeli children has to be
seen in the context of the thousands of Palestinian
children killed in Israel’s attack on Gaza, the fact is
there is no moral equivalence. While the death of
children is always unacceptable and tragic, in this
case, the Palestinian terror groups have inflicted
unimaginable, and deliberate horror on Israeli
children—from roasting them in ovens to killing
them with bare hands, as they did in the case of
Ariel and Kfir. In contrast, the Palestinian children
are the unintended victims of an unnecessary war
thrust on them by their own people. This is the fun-
damental difference between the two situations.
Hence, while the death of the Palestinian children
should be mourned, but not to condemn, or to try
and normalise what the Palestinians have done
to Israeli children, and to Israelis, young and old,
shows a complete lack of moral compass. Sadly, a
large section of the Palestinian population is guilty
of this, as well as many of their co-religionists and
people who believe in the so-called Palestinian
cause. It is simply not right to try and consign the
suffering of the Jewish people as a footnote of his-
tory—what happened on 7 October was too painful
for them and will reverberate through generations.
To dismiss what was inflicted on them as a justi-
fied response to the suffering of the Palestinians,
or to indulge in whataboutery amounts to a lack of
humanity. It is this mindset that needs to change,
as else, sooner or later Palestinians will lose the
sympathy of a large part of the world.

JOYEETA BASU
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INDIA MUST MAKE INDIGENOUS Al CHIPS FOR
DEFENCE: UNION MINISTER RAJNATH SINGH

Encourages students to contribute to development,
safety of countryin anaddressat II'T Mandi

TDG NETWORK
MANDI

nion Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh
emphasised the ne-

cessity to make Indigenous
Al chips for defence and
firewalls to ensure the cyber
security of the nation.

Addressing 16th Foun-
dation Day of IIT Mandi
in Himachal Pradesh, Ra-
jnath Singh encouraged the
students to contribute to the
development and safety of
the country.

“India needs to create
its own Al-powered war
doctrine. It is necessary to
make Indigenous Al chips
for defence. There is a need
to develop firewalls to focus
on cyber security. I believe
that IIT Mandi can play an
important role in this,” Ra-
jnath Singh said.

Additionally, the Defence
Minister highlighted the
need for a centre of excel-
lence in every IIT to boost
the drones and Aerospace
sector.

‘MUST HAVE OWN AI-POWERED WAR DOCTRINE’

B “India needs to create
its own Al-powered
war doctrine. Itis
necessary to make
Indigenous Al chips
for defence. Thereis a
need to develop fire-
walls to focus on cyber
security. | believe that
[IT Mandi can play an
important role in this,”
Rajnath Singh said.

M India is building its own
fighter aircraft-Tejas.
We are working to take
the work of aircraft
and engine develop-
ment to the next level.

“India is building its own
fighter aircraft-Tejas. We are
working to take the work of
aircraft and engine devel-
opment to the next level.
You understand very well
the importance of drones. I
believe that to accelerate the
drones and aerospace sec-
tor, there should be a centre

Defencé Ministéf Rajnath Sing

You understand very
well the importance of
drones. | believe that to
accelerate the drones

of excellence in at least every
IIT,” Singh said.

The Defence Minister
lauded India’s telecom sec-
tor and ‘Startup Ecosystem,
saying that India is “mov-
ing ahead and changing the
world.

“India’s telecom sec-
tor ranks second in

h presents an award to a
student during the 16th foundation day of lIT Mandi, in
Mandi on Monday. lIT Mandi Director, Laxmidhar Behera and
Chairperson of the Board of Governors (BoG) IIT Mandi, Lt.
Gen. Kanwal Jeet Singh Dhillon also seen. ANI

and aerospace sector,
there should be a centre
of excellence in at least
every IIT,” Singh said.

the world. India is also
emerging as the second-
largest manufacturer of
mobile handsets in the
world. With more than
1.25 lakh startups and 110
UNICORN, India has also
emerged as the third-larg-
est ‘Startup Ecosystem’
in the world. In the field

of technological revolu-
tion, India is also moving
ahead with the changing
world. Understanding
the importance of Artifi-
cial Intelligence and Next
Generation Technologies,
the Government of India
is also making proactive
efforts in this direction,”
Singh said.

He highlighted govern-
ment initiatives such as In-
dia Semiconductor Mission,
India-AI Mission and Mis-
sion on Advanced and High
Impact Research promoted
technological development
in the country.

“Our government is tak-
ing several initiatives to
promote such critical and
cutting-edge technological
development.

Be it the India Semicon-
ductor Mission launched
in 2021 or the India-AI Mis-
sion. Similarly, the Govern-
ment of India launched the
National Mission on Quan-
tum Technologies and Ap-
plications in 2020.

Cong MP Gaurav Gogoi attacks BJP, calls it factory of jumlas’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Congress MP Gaurav Go-
goi on Monday hit out at
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and said that the rul-
ing party was a factory of
“empty promises”.

Gogoi labelled Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as
the “head of the Jumla fac-
tory” and said that Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma was the “re-
gional manager of this fac-
tory.”

Intensifying his attack,
the Congress MP cornered
the Prime Minister over
claims that he won’t toler-
ate corruption. However,
he said, CM Sarma’s family
in Assam had landholdings
in every district.

“The entire country

B — N ——
knows that BJP is a factory
of Jumlas (empty promis-
es). If Narendra Modi is the
head of the Jumla factory,
Himanta Biswa Sarma is
the regional manager of this
factory. PM Modi says- ‘Naa
khaunga aur naa khane
dunga’, but in Assam the
CM’s family has eaten up
lands in every district,”
Gogoi said in a presser held
at All India Congress Com-

mittee (AICC) headquar-

ters.

“Narendra Modi calls
himself a fakir (a saint), but
around him, there are peo-
ple who are continuously
progressing,” Gogoi added
while referring to the alle-
gations levelled by Assam
Congress incharge Jitendra
Singh Alwar, who accused
CM Sarma of building an
empire in the state.

The Congress MP further
questioned Sarma over his
failure as the convenor of
the North-East Democratic
Alliance, given the “insta-
bility” in Manipur. He also
asked about the delay in the
committee’s report related
to Clause 6 of the Assam
Accord, which talks about
providing constitutional
safeguards to protect the
cultural, social, and linguis-
tic identity of the Assamese
people.

“Will Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi ask the CM of
Assam how such instability
occurred in Manipur de-
spite him being the conve-
nor of the North-East Dem-
ocratic Alliance? Now, is
the responsibility of North-
East not on Himanta Biswa
Sarma? President’s rule im-

posed in Manipur, violence
and rift everywhere - is this
Himanta Biswa Sarma’s
Chanakya Niti for North-
East?” Gogoi remarked.

“Home Minister Amit
Shah banged the table in
the House and said that the
work related to Clause 6 of
the Assam Accord, which
the late Rajiv Gandhi could
not do, would be done by
the BJP government. BJP
formed a committee, but till
date the report of that com-
mittee has not even been
signed,” he added.

Ahead of the upcoming
Assam assembly session,
Gogoi said that Sarma’s big-
gest fear was that he would
have to sit in the opposition.
The Congress MP said that
the Assam CM was in a
weak position.

NGT reserves order on sanitation issues at Maha Kumbh

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) on Monday
reserved its order on a peti-
tion alleging that inadequate
sanitation facilities at the
2025 Maha Kumbh Mela
have led to open defeca-
tion along the banks of the
Ganga river.

Meanwhile, the tribunal
bench led by its chairman
Justice Prakash Shrivastava
directed the Uttar Pradesh
government and concerned
authorities to take immedi-
ate remedial action.

Nipun Bhushan, the pe-
titioner, through plea has
sought Rs10 crore in envi-
ronmental compensation
from the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment, claiming that the

state has failed to prevent
large-scale pollution due to
poor sanitary provisions at
the Kumbh Mela site.

The petition alleged that
many individuals and fami-
lies are forced to defecate
openly along the Ganga riv-
erbank because of the lack
of adequate facilities. To
support his claim, Bhushan
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has provided videos as evi-
dence.

Moreover, the petition
references a November
2024 water quality test
that recorded Fecal Co-
liform levels at down-
stream Sangam at 3,300
MPN (Most Probable
Number) per 100 millili-
ters, surpassing the per-

The application further claims that

the state bas breached its duty under
Article 48 A of the Constitution,

which mandates the protection and
improvement of the environment.

missible limit of 2,500
MPN/100 ml established
by the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change (MoEFCC).

This level of contamina-
tion poses a risk of diseases
like cholera, hepatitis A,
and polio to the millions of
devotees taking a holy dip
in the Ganga, the petition
argues.

The application further
claims that the state has
breached its duty under
Article 48 A of the Constitu-

tion, which mandates the
protection and improve-
ment of the environment.
Allowing mass open def-
ecation and failing to pre-
vent pollution violates this
constitutional obligation, it
is submitted.

Despite official assurances
regarding the installation
of bio-toilets, the petition
alleges that thousands of
pilgrims still lack access to
clean or functional facilities
and are compelled to def-
ecate in the open.

CM Mamata announces hikes in

doctors' salaries in West Bengal

TDG NETWORK
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Mon-
day announced a salary hike
for state government doc-
tors and health staff.

She made the announce-
ment, after holding a meet-
ing at Dhanadhanya Audi-
torium, which was attended
by the principals of medical
colleges, district health offi-
cials, and other doctors.

This comes six months af-
ter the rape and murder case
at the city’s RG Kar Hospital,
which had triggered nation-
wide outrage.

Further, the West Bengal
Chief Minister speaking at
the ‘Chikitsar Arek Naam
Seva’ Program today ex-
pressed her heartfelt trib-
utes to the victim of R G
Kar Medical College and
Hospital, who was raped
and murdered on August
9,2024.

Further, she urged male
doctors to protect their fe-
male counterparts as both
work together at the grass-
roots level.

CM Mamata Baner-
jee said, “I have walked
on the streets after this
incident, and the state
government has passed
Aparajita Bill. We want
proper punishment for
the culprits. So that such
incidents are not repeated
I give the responsibility to
my brothers. You protect
our sisters. Today men
and women are practis-
ing together and they are
at the grassroot level.

“I kept the Health Minis-
try with me since it is very
vast, and its development
is not possible for a state
minister. Today, there are
a lot of fake medicines
and fake propaganda
through social media. In
government hospitals fa-
cilities have been started

"We want proper punishment for RG Kar
culprits so that such incidents are not
repeated. 1 give the responsibility to my
brothers. You protect our sisters. Today
men andwomen are practising together
and they are at the grassroots level "

to provide treatment free
of cost. We emphasised
expanding the gates of the
hospital and to provide
night shelters,” Banerjee
said.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced that the stipend
for interns, house staff, and
postgraduate trainees has
been increased by 10,000
rupees each. She announced
an increase in the salaries
of senior resident doc-
tors across all levels by Rs
15,000. As a result, Diplo-
ma-holding senior resident
doctors will now receive
Rs 80,000 instead of Rs
65,000, while Postgraduate
senior resident doctors will
get Rs 85,000 instead of Rs
70,000.

Additionally, Postdoctor-
ate senior doctors, who cur-
rently earn Rs 75,000, will
now receive Rs11lakh.

The chief minister said,
“Doctors will be required
to provide a minimum of 8
hours of service in govern-
ment hospitals. Doctors
have made a huge contri-

bution to the success of
Swasthya Sathi. Bengal
now has the best public
infrastructure in the coun-
try. The number of beds
in government hospitals
has already increased by
40,000. At the same time,
the number of doctors has
also increased significantly.
The number of nurses has
also risen by over 25,000. I
tell the district hospitals not
to refer patients suddenly. It
becomes difficult to manage
in Kolkata.

Further, she spoke about
the security system of hos-
pitals.

The Chief Minister said,
“Ex-servicemen should be
appointed for hospital se-
curity. The police also need
to increase surveillance.
The police should expand
the use of mobile vans. Cy-
ber crimes are happening
often these days, and to pre-
vent such crimes, the police
need to be given cyber train-
ing. Watch towers should be
installed at every corner of
the streets.

ECI to organise conference of chief
electoral officers of states and UTs

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) will organise
a conference of Chief Elec-
toral Officers of States and
Union Territories on March
4-5 at the India Internation-
al Institute of Democracy
and Election Management
in New Delhi.

This is the first such con-
ference to be held since
Gyanesh Kumar assumed
charge as Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC). A
first, the CEOs have been in-
structed to nominate a DEO
and an ERO to take part in
the conference.

As statutory authorities,
CEOs, DEOs and EROs are
important functionaries at
the State, District and As-
sembly Constituency levels.
The two-day conference of-
fers a platform for the elec-
tion officials of the States/
UTs to brainstorm and
mutually learn from each
other’s experiences.

On Day 1 of the Confer-
ence, participants will dis-
cuss key areas of modern

AgustaWestland PMLA case: Delhi HC questions ED on opposition

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday questioned the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on its opposition to the
bail plea of Christian Michel
James, the alleged middle-
man and British citizen in
the AgustaWestland VVIP
chopper money laundering
case.

The bench of Justice Swar-
naKanta Sharma questioned
the Enforcement Directorate

after James’ lawyer, Aljo K
Joseph, mentioned the Su-
preme Court’s bail ruling
and stated that the Supreme
Court granted James bail
last week due to delays in the
CBI’s corruption trial.

After counsel represent-
ing ED asked for a later
hearing, Justice Sharma set
the matter for Tuesday.

On February 18, the Su-
preme Court granted bail
to Christian Michel James,
the alleged middleman in
the AgustaWestland chop-

On February 22, the trial court granted the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) permission
to separate the trials of the accused in
the AgustaWestland chopper case.

per scam, stating that “the
trial may not be completed
in the next 25 years at this
pace.” Michel was arrested
and extradited on Decem-
ber 4, 2018, while the FIR
was registered in 2013.
The Rs3,600-crore scam

involves the purchase of
12 VVIP helicopters from
AgustaWestland.

On February 22, the trial
court granted the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)
permission to separate the
trials of the accused in the

AgustaWestland chopper
case. The ED sought to begin
the trial against individuals
who received summons and
participated in the investi-
gation separately from those
who have not been served
summons or have evaded
investigation. Special Judge
Sanjeev Aggarwal noted
that separating the trials
would be in the interest of
justice and ensure a fair
and speedy trial, as per Ar-
ticle 21 of the Constitution
of India. Consequently, files

election management, in-
cluding IT Architecture,
Effective Communication,
enhancing social media out-
reach, and the statutory role
of different functionaries in
the electoral processes.

On the second day, the
CEOs of States and UTs will
present their respective ac-
tion plans on thematic dis-
cussions of the previous day.

Earlier, newly appointed
CEC Gyanesh Kumar had as-
sumed charge on February 19
and, in his message to the vot-
ers, said that the first step for
nation-building was voting.

He further stated that in

accordance with the Con-
stitution, the electoral laws
and rules issued therein,
the Election Commission al-
ways stood with the voters.
“The first step for nation-
building is voting. There-
fore, every citizen of India
who has completed 18 years
of age should become an
elector and should always
vote. In accordance with
the Constitution of India,
electoral laws, rules and
instructions issued therein,
the Election Commission of
India was, is and will always
be with the voters,” Kumar
said, speaking to the media.

to Michel’s bail plea

of the accused persons who
have yet to be served will be
separated from those who
have already been served or
are currently facing inquiry
before the court.

The case, investigated un-
der the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, involves a
total of 60 accused, 21 of
whom have neither joined
the investigation nor been
served summons by the ED
to date. The court observed
that the first prosecution
complaint was filed on No-

vember 24, 2014, while the
latest, dated November 21,
2024, represents the 12th
supplementary prosecu-
tion complaint, highlighting
adecade-long gap.

Judge Aggarwal expressed
concern over the significant
time lapse and the uncer-
tainty about when the trial
will commence, which prej-
udices the rights of other
accused persons awaiting a
speedy inquiry/trial, a fun-
damental right under Ar-
ticle 21 of the Constitution.
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SUPREME COURT SETS ASIDE HIGH COURT ORDER
CANCELLING BAIL: COURTS SHOULD NOT LIGHTLY
INTERFERE WITH PERSONAL LIBERTY

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
in the case Kailash
Kumar And State Of

Himachal Pradesh And Anr
observed and has set aside
the ruling cancelling bail
of an accused under an at-
tempt to murder charge.

The court in the case ob-
served that an individual’s
liberty is a precious right
under the Constitution, and
courts should be cautious
before interfering with it.

The court stated that since
there being no evidence
showing that the accused’s
conduct after bail warrant-
ed deprivation of his liberty,
thus, the High Court had
no valid reason to cancel
the bail.

The bench comprising of
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice Manmohan was
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case
observed that, ‘Suffice to
observe, liberty of an in-
dividual being a precious
right under the Constitution
of India, thus, the Courts
ought to be wary that such
liberty is not lightly inter-
fered. This court is satisfied
that there being no valid
reason for the High Court to

cancel the bail without there
being any material to show,
even prima facie, that con-
duct of the appellant post
grant of bail has been such
that he should be deprived
of his liberty. There are also
no allegations of influence
being exerted or threat ex-
tended to the witnesses or
of tampering the evidence.
Material to demonstrate that
dilatory tactics have been
adopted to procrastinate the
trial is also conspicuous by
its absence.’

In the present matter, the
appellant-accused was
charged under section 307,
the attempt to murder un-
der the Indian Penal Code,

s e BEE gy

IPC and since the trial was
ongoing and out of 43 wit-
nesses, 17 witnesses had
been examined by the pros-
ecution and the appellant
was in jail for two years, he
applied for bail. The same
was granted; however, in
appeal, the High Court can-
celled the bail.

Aggrieved with the same,
the appellant approached
the Apex Court.

The court referred to the
case of Ajwarv. Waseem and
Anr., wherein the court had
discussed certain factors to
consider, while cancelling
the bail. This included mis-
using liberty, influencing the
witnesses, tampering with

evidence, resorting to de-
laying tactics or if the order
granting bail is perverse or
illegal. The court also noted
that the High Court did not
consider any of these factors.

The court stated that
what the High Court did
was to embark upon con-
ducting sort of a mini-trial
at the stage of considering
whether the bail should
be cancelled or not. As per
the High Court, presence of
the appellant and the co-ac-
cused at the scene of occur-
rence and causing of injury
to the complainant-PW1 by
the appellant being undis-
puted and notwithstand-
ing that the injury caused

Supreme Court Rejects PIL Seeking Regulation
Of Internet Prices: ‘It’'s A Free Market’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in the
case Rajat Versus Union Of
India, UOI observed and has
dismissed the Public Interest
Litigation, PIL filed seeking
regulation of internet prices.

The court in the case granted
liberty to the petitioner to seek
alternative statutory remedies.
The bench comprising of Chief
Justice of India, CJI Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay Ku-
mar was hearing the present

matter.

Thebench in the case was hear-
ing the Public Interest Litiga-
tion, PIL filed by petitioner-in-
person, Rajat.

The bench of Chief Justice of
India, CJI pointed out that con-
sumers have multiple options
for availing internet services.
He in the case explained that,
‘It being a free market, you get
LAN, you get wired internet,
there is other internet, BSNL
and MTNL is also giving you
internet.’

The petitioner underlined that
while other options may be
available, thus, the majority of
the market chunk is presently
with Jio, Reliance.

It has been stated by him before
the court that, ‘They are giving,
but see the market share your
lordship- 80% of the market
share is with Jio (Reliance).’
The bench of Chief Justice of
India, CJI interjected, wherein
stating that, ‘No please, then go
to the Competition Commis-
sion of India, CCL’

The bench in its order stated
that:

“This court is not inclined to
entertain the present peti-
tion under Article 32 of the
Constitution of India, petition
is dismissed. However, this
court clarify that in case the
petitioner wants to take any
recourse to appropriate statu-
tory remedy he is at liberty to
do so , we make no comments
in this regard.’

Accordingly, the court dis-
missed the petition.

Supreme Court Clubs Multiple FIRs Against
YouTuber Savukku Shankar Over Online Interview
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The Supreme Court in
the case A. Shankar @Sa-
vukku Shankar v. State of
Tamil Nadu And Ors ob-
served and has allowed the
clubbing First Information
Report, FIRs registered
against YouTuber Savuk-
ku Shankar over his online
interview.

The court in the case cau-
tioned Shankar to abide
by the previous directions
of not making statements
against the court proceed-
ings.

The bench comprising of
Chief Justice of India, CJI
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar was hearing
the present matter.

The bench in the case
was hearing the challenge
to the 16 FIRs filed against
YouTuber Savukku Shan-
kar over an online inter-
view.

The bench passed the
order wherein the court
allowed the clubbing of
First Information Report,
FIRs in in relation to his
YouTwube interview, except
for another FIR namely
Crime No. 10 which is not
related to the main inci-
dent in question and all
these materials which are
collected in the investiga-
tions of the FIRs are to be
transferred and consoli-
dated with the Investigat-
ing Officer assigned for the
primary FIR, namely FIR
no. 123/2024 registered in
Coimbatore Cyber Crime

Police Station.

The court also directed
Shankar to abide by its
previous order dated No-
vember 11, 2022, wherein
the bench comprising of
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice JK Maheshwari
suspended the sentence of
6 months imprisonment
imposed by the Madras
High Court for contempt
of court.

The court also directed
that till the next date of
hearing, Shankar shall not
make any videos or com-
ments regarding court
proceedings.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Siddarth Luthra
appearing for the State of
Tamil Nadu informed the
Court that Shankar had
violated the previous or-
der of the Court for not
commenting on Court pro-
ceedings.

It has been stated:

‘He was told not to make
any statement, but he is
incorrigible! cannot hold
himselfback.’

On the other hand, the
counsel Advocate Balaji
Srinivasan appearing for
the petitioner informed the
court that ‘he has tendered
an unconditional apology
for what he has said.’

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Mukul Rohatgi also
appearing for the State
urged the Court to dismiss
the petition of Shankar, ‘I
don’t think your lordships
should have entertained
this petition, he is mak-

ing allegations against sit-
ting High Court judges,
against the police depart-
ment, journalists - all types
of people my lords, he is a
dismissed constable’

Advocate Balaji Sriniva-
san interjected, ‘See what
the High Court says, what
the state has done...they go
and meet the judge and tell
him not to decide the case’

The bench in the case
passed the following direc-
tions:

1. The Investigation
to continue in FIR no.
123/2024 of 3 May 2024 at
Cyber Crime Coimbatore
police station;

2. The Investigation in
the following FIRs- except
crime no.10 shall be trans-
ferred to the police station,
Cyber Crime, Coimbatore
City;

3. The Investigation shall
proceed expeditiously.
This court is not comment-
ing on the merits of the al-
legations or the way and
the manner in which the
investigation is to be con-
ducted, chargesheet of the
reports will be filed as per
lavv;

4.The Material and evi-
dence which are collected
in the course of the inves-
tigation of the said FIRs
will be examined by the IO
of FIR no. 123/2024 dated
3 May.....investigation for
crime n0.10 will continue
as per law

5The petitioner has been
reminded about the order
passed by this Court dated

November 11, 2022 passed
in Criminal Appeal no.
1845 of 2022- in case the
petitioner has committed
breach of any of the said
order, it is open to the re-
spondents therein or any
of the third parties to move
an application.

On The Challenge To 16
First Information Report,
FIRs Over His YouTube
Interview

The petitioner in the
plea contended before
the court that the present
First Information Report,
FIRs have been filed as a
modus operandi to silence
his opinions against the
present government of the
State of Tamil Nadu.

It has been argued before
the court that the State
government is presently:

1.Filing false cases and
arresting him;

2.Subjecting him to cus-
todial violence and assault
by prison officials;

3. Threatening him
through ruling party
members;

4.Placing him under pre-
ventive detention under
the Tamil Nadu Goondas
Act; and

STransporting him daily
over long distances to pre-
vent him from staying in
one place.

Earlier, Advocate Balaji
Srinivasan requested that
the petition of Habeas Cor-
pus petition be tagged with
the writ petition seeking
the quashing of the First
Information Report, FIRs.

by him is simple, there
was common intention for
which Section 34 of the In-
dian Penal Code, IPC is at-
tracted.

The court while consid-
ering the facts and circum-
stances of the case noted
that the High Court erred
and was unjustified in can-
celling the bail. The court set
aside the impugned judg-
ment and has restored the
order gr anting bail to the
appellant.

Further, the court made it
clear that it has not gone into
the case’s merits.

The court stated that the
appellant is required to ap-
pear before the Trial Court
on the dates fixed. Therefore,
any failure on the appel-
lant’s part will lead to the
cancellation of his bail.

Accordingly, the court
allowed the appeal. The
counsel, Mr. Rajiv Rai, Adv.
Mr. Subhash ChandranK.R.,
AOR Ms. Krishna L R, Adv.
appeared for the Petitioner.
The counsel, Mr. Vaibhav
Srivastava, A.A.G. Ms. Su-
gandha Anand, AOR Mr.
Amrinder Singh Rana, Adv.
Mr. Vivek R. Mohanty, Adv.
Mr. Ankit Anandraj Shah,
AOR, Mr. Rahul Yadav, Adv.
Mr. Vishwam Dwivedi, Adv.
represented Respondent.

Delhi High Court Passes John Doe
Order Against Rogue Websites
Infringing Online Gaming Company

Baazi Group’s Trademark
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The Delhi High Courtin the case
Moonshine Technology Private
Limited vs. Ashok Kumar & Ors
observed and hasissued a tem-
porary injunction against ‘rogue
websites’ fromaccessing and us-
ing the domain names infring-
ing the trademark of Moonshine
Technology Private Limited, the
parent company of Baazi Group
of Companies providing online
gaming products and services.

The rogue websites are op-
erating under different names
which includes baaziadda,
baazi247, baazi365 and lotus-
baazi.

The plaintiff i.e., Moonshine
Technology Pvt Ltd stated that
the Baazi group has registered
various trademarks which in-
cludesBAAZI, BAAZIGAMES,
BAAZIMOBILE GAMING and
POKERBAAZI. Moonshine
stated that it has been using the
Baazi mark since 2014.

It has also been stated by
plaintiff i.e., Moonshine Tech-
nology Pvt Ltd that it is well-
known for its products and
services under the brand and
trademarks of BAAZI and that
it has acquired immense good-
will, reputation and popularity
amongst customers, members
in trade and public at large.

It has been stated before the
court that it has over 3.5 lakh

monthly active users across its
different verticals and that its
PokerBaazi brand has received
immense engagement on social
media with over 2 million sub-
scribers on its YouTube channel
and over 4 lakh followers on the
Meta platforms.

On the other hand, Moon-
shine submitted before the court
that unknown defendants i.e.,
defendant no. 1 to defendant
no. 5 have been committing of-
fence of cyber-squatting, where
the usersare redirected to rogue
websites which offer illegal
gambling and betting services.

It has also been stated before
the court that in collusion with
the Domain Name Registrants
(defendant no. 6 to defendant
no. 8), the unknown or regis-
trant defendants are offering
infringing domains for sale,
resale or at a premium pricing
and reaping undue profits.

Further, it is stated that the
rogue websites are infringing
its registered trademarks and
hostingillegal gamblingand ca-
sino websites under the infring-
ing domain name or branding.

It has also been stated before
the court that the defendants
registered the infringing do-
mains with mala fide intent to
deceive users about their asso-
ciation with Moonshine.

It has been stated before
the court that the infringing
websites create a false sense of

legitimacy, causing harm to its
well-established brand.

The petitioner submitted that
the unauthorized adoption and
illegal use of its trademarks is
patently illegal, unfair and
amounts to unfair business
practices.

It was also stated before the
court that the webpage of Go-
Daddy i.e., the defendant no.
6, is offering for sale domain
names similar to it.

It has been pointed out that
GoDaddy is the same Domain
Name Registrant who has reg-
istered its domain name.

The bench headed by Justice
Mini Pushkarnain the caseis of
the view that a prima facie case
for grant of ex-parte ad-interim
injunction was made out.

The Court stated that the
balance of convenience lies
with Moonshine and that
irreparable harm would
be caused if an interim in-
junction is not granted. The
court in the case restrained
the unknown defendants, the
defendant no. 1 to defendant
no. 5 from accessing, using,
modifying or transferring the
infringing domain names.

The court ordered that Go-
Daddy and other Domain
Name Registrants, the defen-
dant no. 6 to defendant no. 8 to
suspend the access and use of
the infringing domain names
by their registrants.

Supreme Court Asks Petitioner To First File
Representation Before Bar Council Of India:
Plea Challenging AIBE Fees
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NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in the
case Sanyam Gandhi Versus
Union Of India And Anr
was hearing the petition
filed by Advocate, appear-
ing as petitioner-in-person,
wherein challenging the
fees and other incidental
charges of the All India Bar
Examination, AIBE.

The petitioner in the plea
states that the Bar Council
of India, BCI charges an
amount of Rs.3,500 for the
All India Bar Examination,
AIBE which being in viola-
tion of the Supreme Court’s
judgment in the case of
Gaurav Kumar v. UOI,
2024.

The Supreme Court’s
judgment in the case of
Gaurav Kumar v. UOI, the
three-judge bench com-
prising of former CJI DY
Chandrachud and Justice
JB Pardiwala and Justice
Manoj Misra held that the

enrolment fee cannot ex-
ceed an amount of Rs.750
for advocates belonging to
the general category and
Rs.125 for advocates belong-
ingto SC or ST categories as
stated in Section 24 of the
Advocates Act, 1961.

The bench comprising
of Justice Pardiwala and
Justice R. Mahadevan was
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case
passed an order wherein
the court granted liberty to
the petitioner to first make
a representation before the
BCI. Thus, if the petitioner
does not get a response from
the BCI without a reason-
able time, he can approach
the Court.

The bench headed by
Justice Pardiwala orally
remarked that Bar Council
of India, BCI needs funds
from somewhere to con-
tinue surviving.

The bench of Justice Pardi-
wala stated that, “You want
the Bar Council to survive

or not? We have otherwise
also chopped of their both
upper limbs and lower
limbs. You are referring to
my judgment? Now, they
are also to survive. They
have a staff to maintain.
They have to recover some-
thing. Once you pay this
amount of Rs.3,500, you
will start earning 3,50,000.
‘What is the problem in ini-
tially paying Rs.3,500 to
Bar Council of India, BCI?’

The bench of Justice
Pardiwala also questioned
why the petitioner invoked
Article 32 jurisdiction.

He also said that, ‘You
should have gone to some
High Court.”

The court in its order stat-
ed that, ‘The said petition
is filed in public interest is
one which relates to the fees
of the All India Bar Exams.
To be precise, the pray in
this writ petition reads as
under... The petitioner, a
practising Advocate, ap-
pearing in person invited

the Court’s attention to
the decision in the case of
Gaurav Kumar v. Union of
India..The petitioner would
submit that in view of this
decision, the recovery for
an amount of Rs.3500 plus
other incidental charges as
a condition precedent for
appearing in AIBE is vio-
lative of Article 14, Article
19(1)(g) and Section 24(1)(f)
of the Advocates Act, 1961.
We are of the view that the
petitioner should be bring
it to the notice of the Bar
Council of India, BCI that
this amount of Rs.3500
plus incidental charges are
violative or rather contrary
to the judgment rendered
by this Court. Therefore,
it shall be open for the pe-
titioner to prefer an appro-
priate representation and
wait for the response of the
BCI. If there is no response
without reasonable time,
he may come back. Even if
there is a negative response,
he may come back.’

SC Summons Rajasthan Chief Secretary: ‘How A City Can
Become Smart Without Protecting Water Bodies/ Wetlands?’
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The Supreme Court in the
case the State Of Rajasthan
And Ors Versus Ashok Ma-
lik And Ors observed and
has expressed the displea-
sure with the State of Rajas-
than’s failure to comply with
its earlier order with regards
to the restoration of wetlands
in Ajmer City as part of the
Union’s Smart City Develop-
ment Mission and warned of
potential contempt proceed-
ings if the orders remain un-
fulfilled.

The court in the case ob-
served that in view of non-
compliance with the order
dated December 01, 2023, be-
fore we consider of initiating
action under the Contempt
of Courts Act, 1971, this court
direct the Chief Secretary of
State of Rajasthan to appear
before the Court through
video conferencing on Mon-
day i.e., March 17, 2025.

The bench comprising of
Justice Abhay S Oka and Jus-
tice Ujjal Bhuyan was hearing
the present matter.

The court stated that the
direction issued under the
impugned order dated Dec.
1,2023 was for restoration of
wetlands, and the Court also
directed the authorities to re-
port compliance.

However, the court ob-
served that instead of show-
ing compliance with the im-
pugned order, the authorities
reported defiance of the or-
der, attracted the criticism of
Court. he bench after noting
defiance of the Court’s order
stated that, “This court won-
der how a city can become
smart without protecting the
water bodies or wetlands in
the city and how cities will
become smarter by making
encroachments on the water
bodies or wetlands.’

The court observed that,
‘Instead of filing an affidavit
indicating the extent to which

the State can comply with di-
rections contained in the im-
pugned orders and the time
span within which the same
are proposed to be complied
with, an affidavit has been
filed by Mr. T. Ravikanth,
holding charge of Principal
Secretary LSG, Jaipur, in
which the stand is of defiance
and not compliance. How-
ever, an additional affidavit
has been filed by Mr. Deshal
Dan, holding charge of Com-
missioner cum ACEO, Ajmer
Smart City Limited. Both the
affidavits indicate clear defi-
ance on the part of the State
of Rajasthan.’

Adding to it, the court stat-
ed that if the State wishes to
avoid contempt of court pro-
ceedings, the Chief Secretary
should file a personal affidavit
demonstrating compliance
with at least some of the direc-
tions in both the original im-
pugned judgment and the or-
der dated December 13, 2021.
The court while considering

the facts and circumstances
of the case stated that if the
State of Rajasthan is seriously
interested in purging the con-
tempt, this court expect the
Chief Secretary for filing his
personal affidavit reporting
compliance with at least some
of the directions issued under
the impugned judgment as
well as under the order dated
December 13, 2021 passed by
the National Green Tribunal,
NGT. The counsel, Mr. Shiv
Mangal Sharma, A.A.G. Mr.
Abhishek Sharma, Adv. Ms.
Nidhi Jaswal, AOR appeared
for the Appellant(s).

The counsel, Mr. Ramesh-
war Prasad Goyal, AOR
Caveator-in-person, AOR
Mr. Anand Shankar, AOR
Mr. Nishant Awana, Adv.
Ms. Rini Badoni, Adv. Ms.
Rebecca Mishra, Adv. Mr.
G.s.awana, Adv. Mr. Sahil,
Adv. Mr. Mayank Chaud-
hary, Adv. Mr. Niteen Kumar
Sinha, AOR represented the
Respondent(s).
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krainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr
Zelensky on Mon-

day called for “real, lasting
peace” this year as Euro-
pean leaders gathered for a
summit in Kyiv on the third
anniversary of Russia’s in-
vasion.

Russia said it would only
halt the invasion ifa deal can
be reached that “suits” its in-
terests and accused Europe
of wanting to prolong the
fighting.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s decision to
launch what he called a
“special military operation”
in February 2022 set off the
biggest conflict in Europe
since World War II.

Tens of thousands of sol-
diers from both sides and
Ukrainian civilians have
been killed. Cities across
the country’s south and
east have been flattened and
millions forced to flee their
homes.

“This year should be the
year of the beginning of a
real, lasting peace,” Zelen-
sky told Kyiv’s backers in
Kyiv.

“Putin will not give us
peace or give it to us in ex-
change for something. We
have to win peace through
strength and wisdom and
unity,” he added.
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EU Commission chief

Ursula von der Leyen also
warned that despite open-
ing talks with the United
States on how to end the
conflict, Putin was not
about to back down.

“Putin is trying harder
than ever to win this war
on the ground. His goal re-
mains Ukraine’s capitula-
tion,” she said.

She also called the war in
Ukraine “the most central
and consequential crisis for
Europe’s future.”

Turkey’s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, who has
offered to help broker a deal,
told the summit he strongly
supported “Ukraine’s terri-
torial integrity, sovereignty
and independence” and said
both sides must be repre-
sented “fairly” in talks.

Butasleaders of Ukraine’s

backers lined up to proclaim
support and hail Kyiv’s re-
sistance, there was one no-
table absence: the United
States.

Donald Trump’s return to
the White House has threat-
ened to upend the Western
coalition, and has brought
vital military and financial
aid into question at a criti-
cal juncture.

His opening of talks with
Putin, the false claim that
Ukraine “started” the war
and verbal attacks on Zel-
ensky have triggered alarm
across Europe.

Kyiv said Monday it was
in the “final stages” of a deal
with Washington to give
the United States preferen-
tial access to rare minerals
-- one of the sources of dis-
agreement that has explod-
ed over the last week.

Donald Trump’s
return to the White
House bas threatened
to upend the Western
coalition, and bas
brought vital military
andfinancial aid
into questionata
critical juncture.

Russian officials have
been buoyed by Trump’s
outreach, sensing an op-
portunity to push their core
demands: the roll-back of
NATO’s military presence
in Europe, territorial con-
cessions from Ukraine and
the end of Western military
support to Kyiv.

“We will stop hostilities
only when these negotia-
tions produce a firm and
sustainable result that suits
the Russian Federation,”
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said on a visit to
Turkey.

Putin’s spokesman mean-
while accused Europe of
prolonging the fighting.

“The Europeans continue
on the path of a sanctions
nosedive, on the path of
conviction in the need to
continue the war,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told reporters, responding
to a fresh package of sanc-
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tions levelled by Brussels on
Monday.

On the streets of Moscow,
there was support for a
hardline approach.

Europe and Ukraine
“needed to be pushed
around to show that they
aren’t the most important in
the world,” pensioner Irina
Svetlichnaya, 77, told AFP.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping on Monday backed ally
Russia’s “positive efforts to
defuse” the Ukraine crisis,
in a call with Putin, Chinese
state media reported.

Beijing is a crucial politi-
calbacker of Russia and has
never condemned its inva-
sion. Zelensky has repeat-
edly called for Xi to help
convince Putin to halt the
war.

The Ukrainian leader also
on Monday refreshed his
call for security guaran-
tees from Kyiv’s backers to
ensure Russia does not use
any ceasefire to rearm and
attack again at a later date.

With Trump sceptical
of continuing to support
Ukraine, Europe has been
left debating whether it can
fill the void.

French President Em-
manuel Macron was due in
Washington later Monday
for a meeting with Trump
where he said he will tell
the Republican: “You can-
not be weak in the face of
President Putin.”
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Ukraine on Monday marked
the bleakest anniversary
yet of its war against the
Russia invasion, with the
country’s forces under
severe pressure on the
battlefield and the Trump
administration apparently
embracing the Kremlin in
a reversal of U.S. policy.
The three-year milestone
drew more than a dozen
Western leaders to Kyiv for
commemorative events in a
conspicuous show of sup-
port. They warned of the
war’s wider implications for
global security and vowed
to keep providing billions

Trudeau And Other Foreign Leaders Visit Ukraine To Show
Support On War’s 3rd Anniversary. Agencies

of dollars in support for
Ukraine as uncertainty
deepens over the U.S. com-
mitment to help.
Washington did not
send any senior of-
ficial to the occasion.
The fourth year of fighting

could be pivotal as Trump
uses his return to office
to press for a peace deal.
World security is at stake
in talks over how the war
ends, European Commis-
sion President Ursula von
der Leyen warned.

Turkey offers to host possible
Ukraine-Russia talks
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tive for peace as a “result-oriented” approach,

but repeated that both sides must participate

Turkey said on Monday it was ready to host
possible talks between Ukraine and Russia
and would support any initiative leading to
peace, following a visit to Ankara by Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. NATO-mem-
ber Turkey hosted initial talks between the
sides months after Russia’s 2022 invasion of
Ukraine, helping secure a deal for the safe pas-
sage of grain exports in the Black Sea. Speaking
alongside Lavrov on the third anniversary of
Russia’s invasion, Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan said Ankara valued a U.S. initia-

for a solution. “In that framework, we are ready
to contribute all forms of support for peace to
be achieved through talks. We are ready to host
these talks as we have done before,” Fidan said.
While he did not repeat Ankara’s long-held
stance supporting Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity, Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan did so
in a separate video message marking the anni-
versary. Asked about the security guarantees
Ukraine has demanded from the United States
and Western partners for ending the war, Fi-
dan said Ankara was “ready to take any step
contributing to peace in principle.”

China steps up
incursions in Taiwan
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Taiwan detected five sor-
ties of Chinese aircraft, 10
Chinese vessels, 2 official
ships and two Chinese bal-
loons around its territory on
Monday, Taiwan’s Ministry
of Defence (MND) stated.
Of the five sorties, the MND
said that three crossed the
median line and entered
Taiwan’s southwestern and
southeastern Air Defense
Identification Zone (ADIZ).

In a post on X, Taiwan’s
MND said, “5 sorties of PLA
aircraft, 10 PLAN vessels
and 2 official ships operat-
ing around Taiwan were
detected up until 6 a.m.
(UTC+8) today. 3 sorties
crossed the median line and
entered Taiwan’s southwest-
ern and southeastern ADIZ.
2 PRC balloons were detect-
ed during this timeframe.”
Earlier on Sunday, Taiwan’s
Ministry of Defence (MND)
reported that it had de-
tected 11 sorties of Chinese
aircraft, six Chinese ves-
sels, and two official ships
operating near Taiwan.
All of the aircraft crossed

UAE President
meets with Italian
President during
state visit to Italy
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UAE President Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan and Sergio Mattarella,
President of the Italian
Republic, discussed rela-
tions between the UAE and
Italy as part of the two coun-
tries’ strategic partnership
and shared commitment
to achieving its objectives.
During the meeting, held at
the Quirinal Palace in Rome,
President Mattarella wel-
comed the UAE President
and expressed confidence
that his visit would provide
strong momentum for rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries across various fields.
He expressed his pleasure at
visiting a country renowned
forits rich history and civilisa-
tional legacy, highlighting the
strong strategic partnership
between the UAE and Italy.

the median line and entered
Taiwan’s southwestern
and eastern Air Defense
Identification Zone (ADIZ).
In a post on X, the Taiwan-
ese MND stated, “11 sorties
of PLA aircraft, 6 PLAN
vessels and 2 official ships
operating around Taiwan
were detected up until 6
a.m. (UTC+8) today. 11 sor-
ties crossed the median
line and entered Taiwan’s
southwestern and eastern
ADIZ. We have monitored
the situation and responded
accordingly.”

Earlier on Saturday, China
launched satellites from the
Xichang Satellite Launch
Center, which flew over Tai-
wan towards the Western
Pacific, Taiwan’s Ministry
of Defence (MND) stated.
The Taiwanese MND further
said on Saturday that though
their armed forces are ready
to respond, this launch
does not pose a threat.
In a post on X, it said, “At
8:11 p.m. (UTC+8), China
launched satellites from
XSLC, with the flight path
over central Taiwan toward
the Western Pacific.

Bangladesh, Pakistan increase
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Bangladesh and Pakistan
have increased each other
engagements to boost ties,
a Bangladeshi official said
on Monday.

“A delegation of Pakistani
businesswomen is coming
to Dhaka soon to showcase
their products. The exhibi-
tion will be held at the elite
Gulshan Club in Dhaka,”
said a Bangladesh Foreign
Ministry official.

“Pakistani three pieces
are very popular in Bangla-
desh,” he added.

Pakistan exports Bangla-
desh around 700 million
dollars products annually.
The worth of Bangladeshi
products exports to Paki-
stan is nearly USD 100 mil-
lion, the official said.

“Trade is expected to in-
crease with the opening
of a direct shipping line
between Bangladesh and
Pakistan,” the official said.

“We have signed a gov-
ernment-to-government
(GtoG) deal with Pakistan to

£

engagements to boost ties

Bangladesh is nearly completing the
construction of a Chancery building in
the diplomatic enclaves of Islamabad.

import 50,000 tonnes rice.
The rice will reach Chit-
tagong port soon”, he said.

He said that they have ap-
proved Fly Jinnah airlines’
request to operate direct
flights between Bangladesh
and Pakistan. The official
said the Pakistani Foreign
Minister could visit Ban-
gladesh in April.

“We have already ap-
proved a prayer from Fly
Jinnah airlines to operate
direct flights between Ban-
gladesh and Pakistan. Fly

Bangladesh authorities arrest

over 8,600 amid surge in crime

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD

Bangladeshi security forc-
es have arrested more than
8,600 individuals follow-
ing a two-week crackdown
targeting gangs allegedly
linked to the ousted gov-
ernment of Sheikh Hasina,
the interim government an-
nounced Monday.

The arrests come amid
growing concern over ris-
ing crime levels in the capi-
tal, with police reporting
that robberies have doubled
since January of last year.

Jahangir Alam Chow-
dhury, head of the Inte-
rior Ministry in the interim
government that assumed
power after Hasina’s ouster
in the August 2024 student-
led revolution, ordered offi-
cers to intensify “Operation
Devil Hunt.”

Since the operation began

on Feb. 8, security forces
have detained over 8,600
people, according to police.
Chowdhury blamed
members of Hasina’s Awa-
mi League party for the
surge in crime, accusing
them of attempting to “de-
stabilize” the country.
“Operation Devil Hunt
will continue, and we won’t
allow the perpetrators to
rest,” Chowdhury told re-
porters early Monday af-
ter an emergency security
briefing. “T have ordered the

i
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forces to increase patrols.”

The crackdown has
sparked protests from
students frustrated by the
surge in violent crime, with
many demanding Chowd-
hury’s resignation.

“We don’t know what this
‘hunt’ is achieving,” said Sa-
dia Afreen Mou, a gradu-
ate student. “The situation
is only getting worse. The
number of rapes is rising,
and assaults and muggings
are making life unbear-
able.”

Jinnah has some shortage
of aircraft. After buying
aircraft, they will start op-
eration with Bangladesh,”
he said.

“We are also expecting
some high-level visits be-
tween Bangladesh and
Pakistan. Pakistani Foreign
Minister may visit Bangla-
desh in April,” the official
said.

Bangladesh is nearly com-
pleting the construction of
a Chancery building in the
diplomatic enclaves of Is-

lamabad.

“We expect the construc-
tion will be completed in
June and Bangladesh For-
eign Affairs Adviser (Min-
ister) will visit Pakistan to
open the Chancery build-
ing,” he said.

In December last year,
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif held a meet-
ing with Bangladesh’s Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yu-
nus on the sidelines of the
11th D-8 summit in Cairo.
The two leaders discussed
strengthening historical
and cultural ties, increas-
ing trade, and exploring co-
operation in I'T, chemicals,
leather, surgical goods and
other sectors.

In a post on X, Shehbaz
Sharif stated, “Had a very
warm and cordial exchange
with my friend Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Yunus, Chief
Adviser of Bangladesh, on
the sidelines of 11th D-8
summit in Cairo this morn-
ing. We discussed strength-
ening historical and cultur-
al ties, increasing trade, and
exploring cooperationin I'T,

Israel rebuilding
north after war

AGENCIES
TEL AVIV

Israel’s Ministry of Con-
struction and Housing is
working in a variety of ways
to promote the construction
and rehabilitation of the
north, with the aim of en-
abling the return of evacu-
ated northern residents to
living and living environ-
ments that allow for a full
life. Israel’s northerners
were mostly forced o relo-
cate during the war and the
was much destruction of
property from Hezbollah
rocket attacks.

Over the past year, dozens
of tours and meetings have
been held in northern cities
and towns, the last of which
was held a few days ago, in
which the Ministry’s Direc-
tor General, Yehuda Mor-
genstern, conducted a tour
of Kiryat Shmona.

The tour was attended by
the Northern District Man-
ager of Amidar, Yoram Hal-
fon, and other professionals
from the Ministry and Ami-
dar. The purpose of the tour
was to monitor the progress

The tourwas attended
by the Northern
District Manager

of Amidar, Yoram
Halfon, and other
professionals from the
Ministry and Amidar.

of the process of preparing
the area for the return of
public housing residents in
the city to their apartments
and the rehabilitation of
public institutions, which
is being carried out in the
city under the management
of the Ministry’s Properties
and Companies Division.
So far, the renovation of
four public buildings has
been completed, and 49 kin-
dergartens and schools are
currently being renovated in
Shlomi and Kiryat Shmona.

‘Israel ‘ready to return at any moment’ to fight’

AGENCIES
TEL AVIV

Speaking to cadets gradu-
ating from the IDF Ground
Forces combat officers
course, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
warns that Israel is “ready
to return at any moment to
intensive combat. The oper-
ational plans are ready,” The
Times of Israel reported.

During his speech, Netan-
yahu vowed total victory,
stating, “All of our hostages,
without exception, will re-
turn home,” he says.

“Hamas won’t rule Gaza.
Gaza will be demilitarized,
and its fighting force will be
dismantled,” The Times of
Israel quoted Netanyahu as
saying.

Netanyahu entered the
stage amid cheers and
boos, and when he held
up a photo of Shiri, Ariel
and Kfir Bibas, the Israeli
slain hostages, some in the
crowd yell out in protest.

| i~

“The new defensive and offensive weapons will
help us greatly in achieving total victory.”
Trump sees “eye-to-eye” with
Israel on Gaza, be added.

Netanyahu says the image
“says it all... So that we will
always remember, what we
are fighting for, and who
we are fighting against.”
He stresses that the Bibas
family was murdered in
cold blood in the early days
of the war. “They strangled
the tender boys with their
bare hands,” he says. “We

must defeat those monsters,
and we will defeat them.”
“Victory, victory and
only victory,” says Netan-
yahu. The victory “can
be achieved in negotia-
tions,” he says. “It can be
achieved in another way.”
As per The Times of Is-
rael, Netanyahu thanked
Trump for his commitment

to send crucial weapons
to Israel. “The new defen-
sive and offensive weap-
ons will help us greatly in
achieving total victory.”
Trump sees “eye-to-eye”
with Israel on Gaza, he
added.

“We support President
Trump’s groundbreaking
plan to enable the freedom
to leave for Gazans and
the creation of a different
Gaza,” says Netanyahu of
the president’s proposal
to relocate the entire Gaza
population and have the
US take over and rebuild
the war-torn Strip, as
per The Times of Israel.
Netanyahu added that in
the West Bank, IDF troops
will stay in cities as long as
it takes. The tank platoon
that Israel introduced into
the West Bank means that
Israel is fighting terrorism
“with all means and in all
places,” he says, as per The
Times of Israel.
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Models walk the runway at at 180 Studios during the finale of the Ashish show at London fashion week. London, UK. Agencies

US backs Israel’s decision to halt

release of 620 Palesti

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

The White House said on
Monday that it backed Is-
rael’s decision to delay the
release of 620 Palestinian
prisoners, citing the “bar-
baric treatment” of Israeli
captives by Hamas, as re-
ported by Al Jazeera.

Delaying the prisoner re-
lease is an “appropriate re-
sponse”, Al Jazeera quoted
a statement from National
Security Council spokes-
person Brian Hughes as
saying.

US President Donald
Trump is prepared to sup-
port Israel in “whatever
course of action it chooses
regarding Hamas”, he
added.

Two senior Hamas lead-
ers say the Palestinian
group will not engage in

further discussions with
Israel through mediators
until it releases the 620
Palestinian prisoners sup-
posed to be freed on Satur-
day, as per Al Jazeera.

The remarks came as the
Gaza truce talks seem to
be in troubled waters as
Hamas announced ear-
lier it shut down negotia-
tions until the Palestinian
prisoners are released as
promised.

Israel postponed the re-
lease of 620 Palestinian
prisoners despite Hamas
setting free six Israeli cap-
tives.

Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
called the captive hando-
ver ceremonies in Gaza
“humiliating” and accused
Hamas of using the cap-
tives for “propaganda”.
Aid groups are questioning

1nians

Israel’s unkept promises
under the first phase of the
ceasefire, as per Al Jazeera.

Al Jazeera reported that
the Palestinian Prisoner’s
Society said that Israel is
practising “state terror-
ism against the prisoners
and their families” after it
refused to follow its Gaza
ceasefire obligations and
free 620 inmates.

Egypt and Qatar are re-
portedly pressing Israel to
release the 620 Palestinian
prisoners it promised to
after Hamas released six
captives from Gaza, as per
AlJazeera.

Meanwhile, Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu faced
new criticism over the war
on Gaza while speakingata
military graduation.

As he held up a picture
of captives Shiri Bibas
and her young boys, Ariel

Explosion at Russian consulate in
Marseille, Moscow calls it terrorist attack

AGENCIES
MARSEILLE

n explosion took
place at the Russian
onsulate in France’s

Marseille, which the Russian
Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Maria Zakharova said
resembles a terrorist attack.
Around 30 firefighters ar-
rived at the site of the blast.

However, no casualties
have been reported in the in-
cident, TASS reported citing
France’s BFMTYV. Unidenti-
fied individuals must have
thrown two Molotov cock-
tails into the consulate’s gar-
den, TASS reported, citing a
reporter for the Valeurs Ac-
tuelles magazine. A stolen car
was found near the blast site.

Zakharova said Russia de-
mands an immediate and
thorough investigation into
the incident and measures to
improve the security of Rus-
sia’s foreign facilities.

“The blasts at the Russian
consulate general in Mar-
seille exhibit all the signs of a
terrorist attack. We demand

Zakbarova said
Russia demands

an immediate

and thorough
investigation into
the incident and
measures to improve

thesecurity of Russia’s

[foreign facilities.

that the host country take
immediate, thorough action
to investigate the incident, as
well as measures to improve
the security of Russia’s for-
eign facilities,” Maria Zakha-

rova said.

On February 19, Russia’s
Foreign Intelligence Ser-
vice (SVR) warned that the
Ukrainian authorities were
considering the possibility of
conducting terrorist attacks
on Russian diplomatic facili-
ties in Europe, especially in
Germany, the Baltic, and
Scandinavian countries, as
per the report.

According to the SVR, the
Ukrainians could also attack
Slovakia or Hungary as such
a choice offers an “additional
advantage,” enabling them
to discredit members of the
European Union with a spe-
cial position on the Ukraine
conflict.

and Kfir, whose remains
were returned from Gaza
last week, to demonstrate
“what we are fighting
against”, audience mem-
bers called out, “Shame!”
and “Why didn’t you save
them?” Al Jazeerareported.

Netanyahu warned that
Israel is “ready to return
at any moment to intensive
combat. The operational
plans are ready,” The Times
of Israel reported.

Throughout his address,
he promised total victory,
The Times of Israel re-
ported.

“All of our hostages, with-
out exception, will return
home,” he says. “Hamas
won’t rule Gaza. Gaza will
be demilitarized, and its
fighting force will be dis-
mantled,” The Times of
Israel quoted Netanyahu
as saying.

Musk’s demand
deepens rift

in Trump
administration

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

Elon Musk’s order to U.S.
government workers to jus-
tify their jobs opened divi-
sions in President Donald
Trump’s administration, as
some agencies told workers
to respond to the chainsaw-
wielding billionaire by Mon-
day night and others said to
ignore him.

Musk’s directive to the na-
tion’s 2.3 million civil-service
workers to provide a five-
point summary of their work
by 11:59 p.m. Eastern time
(0459 GMT) raised questions
about how much authority
the world’s richest person can
wield in Trump’s government
as he leads an effort to slash
the federal payroll.

The countermanding of
his order by some agency
officials was also the first
known internal pushback
against Musk’s blunt-force
approach to overhauling the
federal government.

CONSERVATIVES WIN
GERMAN ELECTION, AFD
SURGES TO SECOND SPOT

AGENCIES
BERLIN

ermany’s main-
stream conserva-
tives led by Fried-

rich Merz won Germany’s
national election, ensur-
ing that Ukraine has an
even stronger supporter
in the European Union’s
largest country and creat-
ing hopes for renewal in
an economic powerhouse
that has been badly bat-
tered in recent years.

The far-right, anti-im-
migrant Alternative for
Germany (AfD) surged to
become the nation’s sec-
ond-largest political force,
gaining from a backlash
against the high numbers
of migrants and refugees
the nation has absorbed
over the past decadeand a
string of extremist attacks
that has shaken its sense
of security.

Merz, who is promis-
ing to unite Europe in
the face of challenges
from both Russia and the
United States, is expected
to become the country’s
next leader.

His first comments
Monday after his party
became the highest vote-
getter in national elec-
tions were words of sup-
port for Ukraine, which
is marking the third an-
niversary of Russia’s full-
scale invasion.

“Europe stands un-
waveringly by Ukraine’s
side,” Merz posted on X.
“Now more than ever, it
holds true: We must put
Ukraine in a position of
strength.”

“For a just peace, the
attacked country must
be part of peace negotia-
tions,” Merz added, in an
apparent rebuke of the
Trump administration,
which has begun talks
with Russia on ending the
war that have so far cut
out Ukraine and Europe.

Merz will likely partner
with the center-left Social
Democrats, who suffered
a stinging defeat after
their coalition collapsed.
But the results were seen
a rebuke for mainstream
parties as AfD notched
its best results ever —and
the strongest for a far-
right party since World
‘War II.

The campaign was
dominated by worries
about large-scale migra-
tion, with Merz also vow-
ing a tough approach, as
well as the yearslong
stagnation of Europe’s
biggest economy .

The markets welcomed
the victory of the fiscally
conservative party, with
stocks in major German
companies rising Mon-
day morning on hopes
for a stable coalition gov-
ernment that could end
policy gridlock and tackle
the country’s economic
problems.

FRIEDRICH MERZ, THE CANDIDATE OF THE MAINSTREAM CONSERVA-
TIVE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC UNION PARTY, ADDRESSES SUPPORTERS
AT THE PARTY HEADQUARTERS IN BERLIN, GERMANY.

Merz calls for ‘independence’ from US

AGENCIES
BERLIN

Germany’s Friedrich Merz has pledged to
achieve “independence” from the United
States after his centre-right alliance won
parliamentary elections held amid doubts
about US President Donald Trump’s com-
mitment to Europe’s security.

Merz, who faces complex negotiations
with his party’s traditional centre-left rival
to form a coalition government after ruling
out the second-placed hard-right Alterna-
tive for Germany (AfD), said on Sunday
that it would be his “absolute priority” to
strengthen Europe so it does not have to
rely on Washington for its defence.

“I never thought I would have to say
something like that on a TV programme,
but after Donald Trump’s latest comments
in the last week, it is clear that the Ameri-
cans, or at least this portion of the Ameri-
cans, this government, care very little
about the fate of Europe,” the chancellor-
in-waiting told a televised roundtable of
political leaders.

Merz said he was not sure that NATO
would exist in its “current form” by the
time of the next meeting of the transatlan-
tic military alliance in June, “or whether
we will have to establish an independent
European defence capability much more
quickly”.

“That is my absolute priority, I have no
illusions at all about what will come out of
America,” Merz said.

He also took aim at tech billionaire Elon
Musk, Trump’s close ally and head of the
newly created Department of Government
Efficiency, for intervening in the election
campaign to support the AfD, which se-
cured its best-ever result in a national poll.

“The interventions from Washington
were no less dramatic and impertinent
than the interventions we have seen from
Moscow, so we are under massive pressure
from two sides,” Merz said.

Merz’s Christian Democratic Union-
Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU) alliance
won 208 seats with 28.6 percent of the vote
in Sunday’s election, preliminary results
showed, followed by the AfD with 152 seats
and 20.8 percent of the vote, doubling what
it polled in the last election.

Outgoing Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s centre-
left Social Democratic Party (SDP), which
had governed in a widely unpopular three-
party coalition, took 120 seats, its worst re-
sult since the end of World World II.

The Greens won 85 seats, followed by
the democratic socialist Die Linke, or The
Left, with 64 seats and left-wing populist
Bundnis Sahra Wagenknecht (BSW) with
one seat.

The pro-business Free Democratic Party,
a member of the outgoing coalition that

has traditionally alternated between part-
nering with the CDU/CSU alliance and
the SDP, failed to win a seat after falling
short of the 5 percent threshold to enter
the 630-member Bundestag, the German
parliament.

The election result in the European
Union’s most populous country, and its big-
gest economy, comes as the Trump admin-
istration’s efforts to negotiate an end to the
war in Ukraine with Russia have prompted
concerns that Washington is moving closer
to Moscow at the expense of the transatlan-
tic alliance.

Trump has stoked concerns that he is
inclined towards a peace deal that is fa-
vourable to Russia with his comments
in recent days, including suggesting that
Ukraine had started the conflict and label-
ling its President Volodymyr Zelenskyy a
“dictator”.

The US president earlier on Sunday wel-
comed the election outcome as a “great
day” for Germany and the US, and said it
was proof that the German public “got tired
of the no common sense agenda, especially
on energy and immigration, that has pre-
vailed for so many years”.

Merz, alongtime supporter of transatlan-
tic ties, campaigned on a conservative plat-
form promising to curb unauthorised mi-
gration and slash taxes and red tape amid
widespread discontent with immigration
and the economy.

Merz, alongtime rival of former Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel who has led the CDU
in a more conservative and pro-business
direction, will need the help of the SDP to
form a governing majority in the Bund-
estag.

“If we have one partner, it will be easier;
if we need two partners, it will be harder,
but even in that case, it will have to be suc-
cessful,” Merz said.

“The main thing is to create a govern-
ment in Germany that is capable of acting
as quickly as possible, with a good parlia-
mentary majority. Because, dear friends,
the world out there is not waiting for us
and it is not waiting for lengthy coalition
talks and negotiations.

In a speech hailing her party’s “magnifi-
cent campaign”, AfD leader Alice Weidel,
who has been shunned by the mainstream
parties as part of a “firewall” against the re-
surgence of far-right politics, suggested it
would only be a matter of time before her
party holds power.

“Our hand remains outstretched to form
a government,” she told supporters, add-
ing that it would be tantamount to “elec-
toral fraud” if the first-placed conserva-
tives chose to govern with left-wing parties
rather than them.

If that happened, Weidel said, “next time,
we'll come first”.

Putin, Xi Jinping hold talks to boost strategic partnership

AGENCIES
MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping on Monday
held a telephone conversa-
tion to strengthen and dis-
cuss further development
of their comprehensive
partnership and strategic
cooperation.

They explored ways to
expand mutually beneficial
cooperation in various sec-

tors, including economy,
trade, investment, culture,
education, and sports.
Sharing the information
of the conversation, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Russia wrote on X, “Rus-
sia’s President Vladimir
Putin & President of China
Xi Jinping spoke by phone,
exchanged views on current
issues regarding the further
development of the compre-
hensive partnership & stra-
tegic cooperation between

the two countries.”

According to the President
of Russia’s official state-
ment, during a lengthy tele-
phone conversation, “They
discussed ways to expand
mutually beneficial cooper-
ation in the economy;, trade,
investment, culture, educa-
tion, and sports.”

The leaders also reviewed
upcoming high-level meet-
ings, including celebrations
for the 80th anniversary of
Victory in the Great Patri-

otic War and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation

summit.
“In addition, the leaders

reaffirmed the schedule of
upcoming meetings at the
highest level in the context
of the celebrations of the
80th anniversary of Victory
in the Great Patriotic War,
the upcoming summit of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation, and festivities
in Beijing to mark the 80th
anniversary of Victory over
Japan and the end of World
War I1,” the statement.
According to the state-
ment, additionally, Putin

briefed Xi on recent Russia-
US talks, and Xi expressed
support for the dialogue and
China’s willingness to help
resolve the Ukraine conflict
peacefully and about the
recent Russian-American
contacts.

“The President of China
expressed his support for
the dialogue initiated be-
tween Russia and the Unit-
ed States, as well as China’s
readiness to help find ways
to settle the Ukrainian con-

flict peacefully,” the state-
ment read.

Both leaders emphasized
the importance of Russian-
Chinese political ties as a
stabilizing factor in global
affairs, describing their re-
lationship as strategic, unbi-
ased, and not aimed against
any third-party.

“The two leaders em-
phasised that the Russian-
Chinese political ties are an
essential stabilising factor in
global affairs.
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Kareena Kapoor Khan poses for her social media. (Instagram)

Imtiaz Ali Onir's anthology film "My

Melbourne' traile

TDG NETWORK

MUMBAI

The trailer for the anthology
film "My Melbourne' has
been released. It includes
four powerful stories di-
rected by filmmakers Kabir
Khan, Imtiaz Ali, Rima Das
and Onir.

Set in Melbourne, Austra-
lia, the anthology film "My
Melbourne' offers a glimpse
into a unique, thought-
provoking tales of human
connection, resilience, and
identity. It is scheduled to be
released in theatres across
India on March 14, 2025.

As per the press note
shared by the makers, the
movie delves into the di-
verse experiences of four
characters, each facing
their own personal jour-
ney. The four stories are all
inspired by true incidents.
"My Melbourne' addresses
universally relevant themes
of race, gender, sexuality,
and disability.

The stories featured in "My
Melbourne' include,

NANDINI - Directed by
Onir, tells the story of In-
draneel, a queer Indian
man who reunites with his
estranged father in Mel-
bourne to complete a cer-

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

Actor Adam Brody, who is
known for his performances
in Mr. & Mrs. Smith, Thank
You for Smoking, In the
Land of Women, and Jen-
nifer's Body, got candid
about season 2 of the ro-
mantic comedy TV series
Nobody Wants This. On the
SAG Awards red carpet, he
opened up about his char-
acter.

Adam Brody plays Rabbi
Noah Roklov in the Netflix
comedy 'Nobody Wants
This'".

emonial ritual. The film
explores the complexities of
their fraught relationship,
the power of forgiveness,
and the healing process
amid grief.

JULES - Directed by Arif
Ali along with the creative
direction by Imtiaz Ali. It
tells the story of a newly
married Sakshi who forms
an unexpected bond with
Jules, a homeless woman.
Together, they navigate
their personal struggles
and discover the power of
connection despite their
differences.

While teasing about sea-
son 2, he shared, "I think
repercussions from [Noah]
choosing maybe love over
work. He's going to grapple

N/

r released

EMMA, Directed by
Rima Das, tells the story of
a talented deaf dancer who
grapples with self-doubt
and discrimination until a
chance meeting with anoth-
er deaf dancer inspires her
to embrace her uniqueness
and find her inner strength.

SETARA - Directed by
Kabir Khan, is a real-life sto-
ry of a 15-year-old Afghan
girl who rebuilds her life in
Melbourne after fleeing the
Taliban. She finds her sense
of belonging through crick-
et and resilience amid fami-
ly tensions and past trauma.

with that. To be honest with
you, that'sabout as much as
I know," reported Deadline.

The Netflix series showcas-
es the unlikely romance be-

NEW DELHI

MOVIES & OTT

'CHHAAVA" STARRING VICKY KAUSHAL
EARNS OVER RS 400 CRORE

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI:

icky Kaushal-starrer
"Chhaava", which
released on Febru-

ary 14, has earned over Rs
400 crore at the box office to
become the highest grossing
Hindi film of the year.

The movie, based on the
life of Maratha warrior
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Ma-
haraj, features Kaushal in
the titular role. Actor Rash-
mika Mandanna plays his
wife, Yesubai.

Directed by Laxman
Utekar, the film has been
produced under Dinesh Vi-

jan's Maddock Films.

According to industry
tracker Sacnilk, Chhaava
collected an estimated Rs
40 crore on its 10th day

Preity,Akshay Kumar and Katrina Kaif viﬂsjit

TDG NETWORK

PRAYAGRAJ

The Maha Kumbh has
brought a huge influx of
pilgrims to Prayagraj. Bol-
lywood stars also arrived
in huge numbers to seek
spiritual blessings.

On Monday, we saw stars
like Akshay Kumar and
Katrina Kaif participating
in sacred rituals at Maha
Kumbh. Preity Zinta, too,
visited Prayagraj to attend
the Maha Kumbh mela,
which will culminate on the
occasion of Maha Shivratri
on February 26.

Actress Katrina Kaif vis-
ited Prayagraj on Monday
to participate in the Maha
Kumbh Mela, a major
religious event drawing

r

— REKHA

(Indian Actress)

BRAIN PICKING

The bottom line is to have fun and enjoy life.

o

Prajakta Koli, Vrishank Khanal share mehendi ceremony pictures

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Actress Prajakta Koli is all
set to tie the knot with her
longtime boyfriend, lawyer
Vrishank Khanal.

Ahead of their big day,
the couple shared adorable
photos from their intimate
mehendi ceremony.

The dreamy photos, posted
on Instagram, show Prajakta

tween a recently single rabbi
(Brody) and a non-Jewish sex
podcast host (Bell). The first
season was released earlier
this year and emerged as
one of the hit shows on the
streaming platform.

'Nobody Wants This' gar-
nered one of the most im-
pressive launches for any
Netflix original comedy
series to date, premiering
at #2 on the streamer's Top
1 and climbing to the #1 slot
in its first full week, with an
impressive 26.2M views in its
first 11 days on the service, as
per Deadline.

The shooting for the second

‘Nobody Wants This’ season 2

season of Adam Brody and
Kristen Bell-starrer 'Nobody
Wants This' is very soon to
begin.

Adam Brody made a
triumphant return to the
spotlight at the 2025 Critics
Choice Awards, where he
won Best Actor in a Com-
edy Series for his role as
Rabbi Noah Roklov in the
Netflix comedy 'Nobody
Wants This'.

"This is such a thrill,"
Brody said during his ac-
ceptance speech, adding,
"Thank you so much to the
Critics Choice for this hon-

"

our.

(Sunday), taking its total
domestic earnings to Rs
326.75 crore. The film had
amassed Rs 219.25 crore in
its first week and carried
strong momentum into its

millions of devotees from
across the world.

During her visit, the ac-
tress met Swami Chidan-
and Saraswati, president of
Parmarth Niketan Ashram,
and took his blessings.

Speaking to ANI, Katrina
expressed her gratitudeand
excitementabout being part
of the sacred event.

"Iamvery fortunate that I

second weekend.

On Friday, Chhaava
raked in Rs 23.5 crore,
setting the stage for an
extraordinary Saturday
surge, where collections

M

could come here this time. I
amreally happy and grate-
ful. I met Swami Chidan-
and Saraswati and took his
blessings. I amjust starting
my experience here. I like
the energy, beauty, and sig-
nificance of everything. I
am looking forward to
spending the whole day
here," she said.

On February13, Katrina's

jumped by 87.23% to Rs
44 crore. Although Sun-
day saw a minor dip, the
film still managed to com-
fortably cross the Rs 300
crore milestone.

Mahakumbh

husband and actor Vicky
Kaushal visited Maha
Kumbh, ahead of release
of his film 'Chhaava'.

Maha Kumbh Mela, tak-
ing place at the revered
Triveni Sangam, contin-
ues to attract devotees and
celebrities.

Earlier in the day, Bolly-
wood actor Akshay Kumar
also participated in the re-
vered ritual, taking a dip in
the Triveni Sangam.

He expressed his appreci-
ation for the well-organized
arrangements at the venue.

"I thank CM Yogi ji for
making such good arrange-
ments here... The facilities
are excellent, and every-
thing is so well-managed,"
he said.

SRK, Madhuri, Karisma-starrer 'Dil To Pagal
Hai' to be re-released

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Movie buffs, get ready to
conclude February, the
month of love, on a ro-
mantic yet nostalgic note
by rewatching Shah Rukh
Khan's blockbuster 'Dil To
Pagal’ on the big screen.

Hopping on the trend of
re-releases, Yash Raj Films
on Monday announced
that Dil To Pagal, which
also stars Madhuri Dixit
Nene and Karisma Kapoor
in the lead roles, will hit
the theatres again on Feb-
ruary 28.

"The era of pure romance
and love is coming back
to the theatres this week!
Rewatch Dil To Pagal Hai
from 28th February

and Vrishank surrounded
by loved ones, enjoying the
festive atmosphere.

In one romantic moment,
Vrishank is seen giving
Prajakta a loving kiss on
the cheek.

Other photos capture the
couple's joyful moments,
including Prajakta getting
her mehendi done, Vris-
hank and Prajakta's par-
ents dancing, and the cou-

Beyond the plate: Conversations that matter

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Embarking on the journey
of "The Suvir Saran Show:
Where Conversations Nev-
er Fade" fills me with a pro-
found sense of gratitude and
excitement. This endeavour
is not merely a new chapter
in my life but a harmoni-
ous blend of the myriad
experiences, lessons, and
relationships that have
shaped my path thus far.
As I step into this venture,
I am profoundly aware that
its foundation is built upon
the unwavering support and

ple sharing sweet glances.

Prajakta looked radiant in
a red suit, while Vrishank
could be seen wearing a
white kurta pyjama for the
ceremony.

Prajakta kept the cap-
tion simple, adding a heart
and an evil-eye emoji to the
photos.

The couple's mehendi
ceremony was an intimate
affair, with close family and
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collaboration of remarkable
individuals and esteemed
organizations.

Reflecting upon my culinary
voyage, lam enveloped by the
warmmemories of those who

friends in attendance.

Prajakta and Vrishank
have been dating for several
years and announced their
engagement in 2023. The
couple has been together
since before Prajakta's rise
to fame.

On the work front, Pra-
jakta was recently seen in
season 3 of her web series,
'Mismatched' co-starring
Rohit Saraf.

their presence. Each patron
brought with them a unique
energy, turning every meal
into a shared celebration of
flavors and stories.
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BEYOND THE USUAL FLU: WHY PREVENTION MATTERS

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he pandemic etched
images of chapped
hands and isolated

homes into our collective
memory. But as the world
adapts, new challenges
arise. While the flu often
feels like a common ail-
ment, the emergence of viral
strains that mimic its symp-
toms has increased post-
pandemic, bringing fresh
concerns. Studies from the
National Institute of Health
reveal that the long-term
psychological and social
impacts of the pandemic
continue to cast a shadow,
leaving behind lingering
fear and unease.

Prevention remains our
strongest ally. Early recogni-
tion of symptoms, maintain-
ing hygiene, and vaccination
can significantly reduce
risks. In a world where the
ordinary flu could mask
extraordinary threats, stay-
ing prepared is key to safe-
guarding health.

RECOGNIZING FLU
SYMPTOMS: WHAT
YOU SHOULD KNOW
Flu symptoms can vary,
but early recognition is key
to managing the condition
effectively and preventing
further spread. Here’s what
to look for:

Symptoms in Young Chil-
dren - Look for fever, runny
nose, and cough. Severe

=¥

symptoms like wheezing
or difficulty breathing may
require medical attention.
Impact on Healthy Adults
- Expect mild cold-like
symptoms—sore throat, fa-
tigue, and nasal congestion.
While most recover quickly,
older adults and those with
underlying conditions may
face more severe symptoms.

KEEP SAFE AND
HEALTHY DURING
FLU SEASON

Flu season brings an in-
creased risk of infections

as viruses spread through
respiratory droplets or con-
taminated surfaces. Close
contact with infected indi-
viduals further heightens
this risk. Taking proactive
measures can significantly
reduce transmission and
keep you healthy.

Good hygiene and a strong
immune system are your
best defenses. A healthy
body is better equipped
to fight infections. Follow
these essential steps to stay
protected:

@ Maintain proper hand

D

hygiene. Regularly wash
your hands with soap or
handwash to minimize the
spread of germs. Using a
handwash like Savlon Deep
Clean Handwash, formu-
lated to effectively eliminate
99.9% of germs* and is also
made of 90% natural origin
content#. The handwash is
enriched with orange es-
sence and has an easy wash
off formula to remove tough
dirt & grime.

® Avoid close contact with
sick individuals and main-
tain social distancing.

® Strengthen your im-
mune system with a bal-
anced diet and regular ex-
ercise.

® Prioritize prevention to
minimize the impact of flu
season on your health and
well-being.

This season, regular hand-
washing can be a helpful
step in maintaining overall
hygiene and is the first step
toprevent flus and infections.

(*Basis lab study on sample
microbes. Washes away germs.
#Basis applicable standards.)
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Fueling Recovery: How Nutraceuticals and Functional Foods
Enhance Post-Surgical Healing

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

Recovery after surgery
is a critical phase that re-
quires optimal nutrition to
enhance healing, reduce
complications, and restore
strength. Nutraceuticals
and functional foods play
a pivotal role in support-
ing the body’s recovery
mechanisms by providing
essential nutrients that aid
in tissue repair, immune
function, and metabolic
balance.

Surgical procedures in-
duce metabolic stress,
leading to increased en-
ergy demands, muscle
protein breakdown, and
heightened inflamma-
tory responses. Ensuring
adequate nutrition helps
counteract these effects
and facilitates recovery.
Functional foods and nu-
traceuticals contribute to
this process by enhancing
immune function, reducing
inflammation, and promot-
ing tissue regeneration.

Proteins are crucial for
wound healing, muscle
repair, and immune sup-
port. Specific amino acids
such as arginine support
immune function and en-
hance nitric oxide produc-
tion, which improves blood
flow to healing tissues.
Glutamine aids in intestinal
health and immune func-
tion, crucial for reducing

infection risk post-surgery.
Branched-chain amino ac-
ids (BCAAs) help maintain
muscle mass and reduce
muscle wasting during re-
covery.

Omega-3 fatty acids in
fatty fish, flaxseeds, and
walnuts possess strong an-
ti-inflammatory properties.
They help modulate the
immune response, reduce

postoperative inflamma-
tion, and promote faster re-
covery. Supplementing fish
oil or plant-based sources
like chia and flax seeds can
benefit.

Zinc plays a crucial role
in cell division, immune
function, and collagen syn-
thesis, making it essential
for post-surgery healing.
Foods rich in zinc include
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pumpkin seeds, chickpeas,
lean meats, and nuts.
Surgery-induced oxida-
tive stress can delay heal-
ing. Antioxidant-rich foods
help neutralize free radi-
cals and support immune
function. Key antioxidants
include Vitamin C (Citrus
fruits, bell peppers) for col-
lagen synthesis. Vitamin
E (Almonds, sunflower

seeds) for skin and tissue
repair. Selenium (Nuts, sea-
food) for immune enhance-
ment.

A healthy gut microbiome
is essential for immune
function and reducing
post-surgical infections.
Probiotics (yoghurt, fer-
mented foods) and prebiot-
ics (garlic, onions, bananas)
support digestive health,

improving nutrient absorp-
tion and immune resilience.

A well-rounded diet in-
corporating these function-
al foods and nutraceuticals
can significantly enhance
post-surgery recovery. Pa-
tients should focus on:

* Hydration: Adequate
water intake supports nu-
trient transport and detoxi-
fication.

» Balanced Macronutri-
ents: Ensuring an appropri-
ate mix of proteins, healthy
fats, and complex carbohy-
drates.

» Micronutrient Sufficien-
cy: Supplementing when
necessary to address defi-
ciencies.

Nutraceuticals and func-
tional foods serve as pow-
erful tools in post-surgery

i
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recovery, promoting tissue
repair, reducing inflam-
mation, and strengthening
the immune system. Before
starting any supplement,
consult your doctor. Incor-
porating these evidence-
based dietary strategies can
optimize healing outcomes
and improve overall well-
being during the critical
post-operative phase.
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Is silence really golden?

he group therapy
sessions of Dr. Bose
had, of late, gained

traction among her pa-
tients. It developed em-
pathy in them when they
heard other stories similar
to theirs. That day, when
each one had narrated
their ordeal, they found
multiple stories inter-
twined intricately. While
Anju endured physical
abuse by her husband,
Savio had stories of his
girlfriend emotionally
manipulating him, Sneha
told how her mother and
her sister deserted her
during her ordeal while
pretending to help and
Mahesh expressed anger
at his boss for torment-
ing him and ruining his
career. Six other stories
followed, each potent
enough to turn the room
as eerie as a graveyard.
‘So, what’s common in
everyone’s life?” Dr. Bose

asked them as they settled
down after their outpour-
ings. They all came up
with answers like ‘trau-
ma,” ‘ill-treatment,” ‘be-
trayal of trust,” ‘cheating,’
‘deception’ and ‘depres-
sion.’.

Dr. Bose explained,
‘Those are all true. But
there’s a bigger connec-
tion. It’s silence. There’s an
idiom: ‘Silence is golden.’
I say that silence isn’t al-
ways golden. Silence isn’t
golden when someone is
bothering you or anyone
else and you keep quiet.
Not golden when someone
is cheating you or anyone
else and you keep quiet.
The long silence that has
traumatised each one of
you is not golden.’

A sense of foreboding
overpowered the patients
as teary eyes exchanged
awkward glances. Many
psychoanalysts would
have avoided such an ap-

MYSTIC MUSING
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Rudraksha: Divine tears
of Lord Shiva

The Origin of Sacred Beads of Rudraksha: As

JYOTSNAA G BANSAL

Rudraksha as sacred beads,
are believed to carry the di-
vine energy of Lord Shiva.
Rudraksha, the name itself
tells a tale—“Rudra” means
Shiva and “Aksha” means
tears.

STORY OF ORIGIN OF
RUDRAKSHA AS IN
PURANS
According to Shrimad Devi
Bhagavat-Puran (Gita Press,
Gorakhpur), the powerful
demon Tripur defeated all
the gods, including Brahma
and Vishnu. In distress, the
gods prayed to Lord Shiva for
help. As Lord Shiva medi-
tated for a thousand divine
years, tears fell from his eyes,
giving birth to Rudraksha
trees. From these trees, 38
types of Rudraksha beads
emerged for the welfare of all
beings by Shiva’s divine will.
12 varieties of Kapila-
colored Rudraksha beads
emerged from Lord Shiva’s
right eye (the Sun-eye), 16
types of White Rudraksha
from His left eye (the Moon-
eye) & 10 types of Black
Rudraksha from His third
eye (the Fire-eye). White
Rudraksha is known as

‘Dalai

TDG NETWORK

On this once-in-144-years
Mahakumbh, a sacred
confluence of spiritual-
ity and enlightenment,
Sadhvi Bhagawati Saras-
wati launched Dr. Dinesh
Shahra’s latest book, ‘Dalai
Lama’s Secret to Happi-
ness’. This profound work
reflects His Holiness the
Dalai Lama’s global vision
of compassion, inner peace,
and universal harmony-
-values that have deeply
inspired Dr. Shahra on his
own spiritual journey.

Brahmin type; Red one as
Kshatriya; Mixed-colored
one as Vaishya and Black
one as Shudra type.

The face of a Rudraksha s
called Brahma and its upper
part (the dot) represents Ru-
dra, lower part or tail, rep-
resents Vishnu. Rudraksha
grants both material benefits
(bhoga) and spiritual libera-
tion (moksha).

While stringing mala,
the face of one bead should
connect with the face of the
next and the tail of one bead
should link with that of the
next. Sumeru bead’s face
should be positioned up-
ward, with the Nagapasha
placed above it.

Abead that naturally hasa
hole is considered superior,
while one that is drilled to
make a hole is of average
quality. Rudraksha beads
that are uniform, smooth,
strong and clearly marked
with well-defined lines are
considered the best.

TYPES OF RUDRAK-
SHA

Rudraksha beads are clas-
sified based on the number
of natural lines or “mukhis”
on their surface. Each type
of Rudraksha serves a spe-
cific purpose and is chosen
based on spiritual goals,
health needs and/or astro-
logical/ numerological re-
quirements.

1-MUKHI RUDRAKSHA
Represents Lord Shiva him-
self.

It balances ego, brings en-
lightenment, supreme con-
sciousness and detachment

Sadhvi Bhagawati Saras-
wati, who penned the fore-
word for the book, praised
Dr. Shahra’s dedication to
spiritual consciousness
and his mission to integrate
leadership with selfless ser-
vice. She acknowledged his
long-standing association
with Parmarth Niketan
Ashram and his commit-
ment to promoting wisdom
that transcends borders and
faiths.

Esteemed leader K. An-
namalai was also present
for the book launch, adding
to the significance of this

from material desires.

2-MUKHI

RUDRAKSHA

Represents the union of Shi-
va-Shakti (Ardhnarishwar)

Promotes harmony and
balance, mental peace, uni-
ty, understanding, controls
emotional turbulence.
3-MUKHI RUDRAK-
SHA
Linked to Agni (Fire ele-
ment).

Known to release past kar-
ma and increase confidence,
inner strength & self-belief
with purification and trans-
formation.
4-MUKHI RUDRAK-
SHA
Represents Lord Brahma,
the creator.

Enhances creativity, clar-
ity in thought & expression,
communication, intellectual
abilities.
5-MUKHI RUDRAK-
SHA
Linked to Lord Kalagni Ru-
dra, a form of Shiva.

Most commonly worn
Rudraksha, associated with

wisdom, spiritual growth,
good health and peace of
mind. It balances knowledge
and intuition

6-MUKHI RUDRAK-
SHA

Represents Lord Kartikeya

Promotes love, beauty and
material comforts. Enhances
willpower, confidence, focus
and mental clarity. Balances
emotional and physical en-
ergies.
7-MUKHI
RUDRAKSHA
Linked to Goddess Ma-
halaxmi.

Brings abundance, wealth
and success. Reduces theim-
pact of hardships and stabi-
lizes energy during challeng-
ing times. Helps overcome
financial issues.
8-MUKHI RUDRAK-
SHA
Represents Lord Ganesha,
the remover of obstacles.

Removes obstacles, pro-
vides clarity in decision-
making, wisdom and sta-
bility in life, protection from
negative energies and unex-
pected challenges.

9-MUKHI
RUDRAKSHA

Represents Goddess Durga.
Represents power, courage
and spiritual awakening.
Provides protection from
negativity and aids in over-
coming challenges, fears and
achieving transformation.

Apart from these there are
several other variants of Ru-
draksha like from 10-Mukhi
to 21-Mukhi rudraksha,
Gaurishankar Rudraksha,
Ganesh Rudraksha which
are rare. They hold special
spiritual significance with
powerful energies and are
associated with harmony,
wealth, spiritual mastery
or divine blessings. By wear-
ing theappropriate bead, one
can harmonize planetary in-
fluences and promote holis-
tic well-being.

Proper energization and
wearing rituals further am-
plify their benefits & can
enhance positive energies
and reduce planetary im-
balances.

Disclaimer: Please con-
sult a professional astrolo-
ger or numerologist before
choosing any rudraksha for
wearing purposes, as there
are lots of other factors to be
considered. Information &
the views expressed in this
article reflect the author’s
personal understanding,
learning and interpretation
from the Vedic scriptures.
Fyotsnaa G Bansal is a Reiki
Grandmaster, Vedic Scholar,
Author, Numerologist, Re-
searcher, Counselor, Crystals
& Spiritual Guide, Dowsing &
Switchwords Practitioner.
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Remember that silence is not always
golden. It’s not golden when speaking up
would make the difference. Silence must

be shattered when injustice takes place, to
ourselves and to others.

proach, fearing guilt and
self-reproach. Not Dr.
Bose, who was known for
her unconventional meth-
ods.

‘But by breaking the si-
lence what you’ve done
is not merely commend-
able. It’s an extraordinary
feat,” Dr. Bose added,
prompting an exchange
of reassuring glances.

‘However, it’s not only
your silence while you
suffer, but also the silence
of others around you that
is the issue. The silence
of your closest confidant,
who tells you to ‘bear the

pain,’ the silence of your
family where everyone
is instructed to remain
quiet as it involves ‘fam-
ily’s reputation,” and the
silence of your relatives,
colleagues, friends and
neighbours who say,
‘None of our business,
why meddle in others’ af-
fairs?’

‘From individuals to
groups, the society dis-
plays sickening apathy, an
unbelievable cowardice.
People look the other way
when injustice is commit-
ted. None of them realise
that one day they too will

suffer and those around
them will turn their
heads away exactly like
they once did.’

Remember that silence
is not always golden. It’s
not golden when speak-
ing up would make the
difference. Silence must
be shattered when injus-
tice is happening, to our-
selves and to others. If we
don’t speak for ourselves,
injustice will continue to
be heaped upon us. And,
if we don’t speak up for
others, they will be quiet
when we need them to
speak up.

Nishkama Karma

Allfloraandfauna are naturally
performing actions without expectations.
Inreturn, they contribute to the world
indifferent forms. The flowers and fruits
that they offer symbolize selfless action
in the universe. Man enjoys them.

\

P.V.LAXMIPRASAD

In Sanskrit, Nishkam
means ‘action withut mo-
tive’. It is selfless service.
Work without desire is the
motif of this principle.

Nishkama karma is prac-
ticing selfless action in ev-
eryday life. It is a central
theme in the Bhagavad
Gita.

An important philosoph-
ical concept in Karmayoga,
it means to act unselfishly,
or without personal gain in
mind.In fact, it is a funda-
mental concept in Hindu
philosophy. It focuses on
doing something for others
and at the same time with-
out expecting any gains in
return from them.

This selfless approach
to action is rooted in the
ancient Indian texts. One
of the key principles is de-
tachment from outcomes.

All selfless actions bring
rewards and recognition.
For example, Nature of-
fers umpteen fruits to the
world.

All flora and fauna are
naturally performing ac-
tions without expectations.
In return, they contribute
to the world in different
forms. The flowers and
fruits that they offer sym-
bolize selfless action in the
universe. Man enjoys them.
Honeybees produce nectar
for mankind without any
expectation in return.

The Bhagavad-Gita em-
phasizes the performance

Lama’s Secret to Happines’

of duties in life without any
desire for fruits and with-
out attachment, aversion
and other selfish emotion.
It involves activism- Ac-
tion is better than inaction.

Life depends upon ac-
tion. Lord Krishna teaches
that performing one’s du-
ties without attachment to
the results is the essence
of Nishkama karma. Nish-
kama karma involves mas-
tering the senses through
mindfulness and offering
one’s actions to the Divine
as a sacred Yajna.

Thus, it becomes altru-
istic service. The attitude
of the person will decide
the Karma whether selfish
or selfless. Self-reflection,
self-intentions, self-aware-
ness prepare one for doing
Nishkam karma.

It mandates that volun-
teer work and daily activi-
ties like meditation or exer-
cise without attachment to
specific results. The more
one is attached the more
one becomes selfish.

He looks into material
gains all the while. Such
actions bring down man
and his position. Accord-
ing to Sri Satya sai Baba,

“Nishkama karma, or
selfless service, is the fra-
grant flower of altruistic
love. It is not to be per-
formed for the satisfaction
of the person rendering
the service or the person
at whose bidding it is done.

Man should regard Nish-
kama karma as the pur-
pose for which he is given

The book, ‘Dalai Lama’s Secret to Happiness,’
explores His Holiness's profound insights on
attaining true bappiness through simplicity,

service, and inner fulfillment, offering
timeless lessons for seekers across the world.

momentous occasion.
Expressing his gratitude,
Dr. Dinesh Shahra shared,
“The Dalai Lama’s teach-
ings on happiness, compas-
sion, and mindfulness have
been a guiding force in my
life. This book is my humble

tribute to his extraordinary
wisdom, which holds the
power to transform lives
globally. Having Sadhviji
launch it at the sacred Ma-
hakumbh makes this mo-
ment even more special.”
The book, ‘Dalai Lama’s

life”. In Chapter II, Arjuna
basically hands over the
steering wheel of his mind
to the all-powerful Lord
Krishna.

This predominantly
holds the forceful moral
that, “But whoever con-
trols the senses with the
mind, O Arjuna, and with-
out attachment, engages
the organs of action in the
path of work, he is supe-
rior”.

Voluntary work, selfless
service, trust and giving
away are the predominant
practices. A man feels
happy when he gives away
something to others which
will come to him in the
from of rewards.

He who gives will be the
happiest man in the world
than he who accepts from
others. A karma Yogi de-
velops a pure mind and
intellect.

He is never affected by
such good practices. He re-
mains free from the shack-
les of birth and death since
he performs all actions
without any selfishness.

The emphasis is more on
detachment rather than
attachment. The more one
gets detached the more
one gets closer to the re-
alization of God. It is non-
attachment to all personal
actions in life. True happi-
ness lies in serving others.
That is Nishkama Karma.

P.V.Laxmiprasad is the author
and editor of 44 well deserved
books in English Literature.

Secret to Happiness,’ ex-
plores His Holiness’s pro-
found insights on attaining
true happiness through
simplicity, service, and in-
ner fulfillment, offering
timeless lessons for seekers
across the world.
Launched at the Maha-
kumbh--a historic con-
fluence of faith and spiri-
tual awakening--this book
stands as a beacon of wis-
dom and global unity, bridg-
ing the essence of Sanatan
and Buddhist traditions in
their pursuit of universal
peace and enlightenment.
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NEW ZEALAND SPRINT TO
SEMIS,BANGLADESH ELIMINATED

TDG NETWORK
RAWALPINDI

achin Ravindra’s
sublime century
elped New Zea-

land book their place in the
semi-finals of the Champi-
ons Trophy with a comfort-
able five-wicket win over
Bangladesh in Rawalpindi.

Rachin Ravindra (112)
and Tom Latham (55) have
helped New Zealand de-
feat Bangladesh in a group
stage game of the Champi-
ons Trophy. It’s a result that
secures New Zealand’s spot
in the semis, along with
India. It also ends defend-
ing champion Pakistan’s
chances of making it to the
semis in an event they’re
hosting. Bangladesh too are
out of the semis race from
Group A. For Bangladesh,

Shakib Al Hasan hit a 44-ball 70 against New Zealand on Wednesday

Najmul Hossain Shanto
was the top scorer with
77 runs, while Jaker Ali
scored 45 as they set a tar-
get of 237. New Zealand’s
hero for the innings was
Michael Bracewell, who
claimed four wickets.

New Zealand captain
Mitchell Santer said at the
toss: “We are gonna bowl.
It looks a good surface and
hopefully, it gets better un-
der lights. We have got two
changes. Kyle Jamieson
comes in place of Nathan

‘Kind of been my weakness

but

AGENCIES
DUBAI

India’s batting maestro
Virat Kohli opened up on
his match-winning 82nd
international hundred
against Pakistan and
said how his favourite
cover drive shot presents
a ‘catch 22’ situation for
him, as it has been his
weakness lately but he
has also scored a lot of
runs with that.

Kohli completed 14,000
runs in ODI cricket, be-
coming only the third
cricketer to do so, during

the ICC Champions Tro-

phy match against
\ arch-rivals

Pakistan at the

Dubai Interna-
tional Stadium

on Sunday.
“It’s a
‘catch-22’. 1

mean, it’s kind
of been my
weakness as well
4 over the years,
but I've scored
a lot of runs on
that shot. I think
today was just
about back-
ing my

shots
and I
think the first
couple of boundar-

ies I got were cover drives
on therise, so I really had
to just let it go a little bit
and take a bit of risk and
follow through with my
shots, because when I hit
that kind of shots, then I
feel in control when I bat
out there, so it was a good
innings for me personally
and it was a great team
win,” the former India

skipper said in a video
posted by Indian Cricket
Team on Instagram.

Further in the video, the
stalwart batter opened
up on batting at number
three and said that his
main motive at that time
is to put his team in the
winning position.

“One thing that I've al-
ways thought of batting
at three is to minimise
risk and make sure that
I put my team in a win-
ning position and if you
have a chance to finish off
the game in a chase, obvi-
ously, that’s much better
and I always preferred
that kind of a situation,
but yeah, my role over
the years has remained
the same, whatever the
demand of the game, I put
my head down and try to
do that,” the 36-year-old
player added.

Kohli slammed unbeat-
en 100 runs off 111 balls,
laced with seven fours,
was a treat to watch. His
knock came at a strike rate
0f90.09, help-
ing
India
eas-
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... Virat on his ‘catch 22’ shot

chase down Pakistan’s to-
tal of 241. This was Kohli’'s
sixth century in ICC ODI
events and his first in the
ICC Champions Trophy.

He is the third batter
after Sachin Tendulkar
(18,426 runs in 463
ODIs) and Kumar San-
gakkara (14,234 runs in
404 matches) to reach
the landmark. In 299
ODIs, Kohli has scored
14,085 runs at an average
0f 58.20, with 51 centuries
and 73 fifties.

Coming to the India-
Pakistan Champions
Trophy clash, Pakistan
won the toss and elected
to bat first.

Pakistan was offtoa fine
start, with Babar Azam
(23 in 26 balls, with five
fours) unleashing some
fine drives in the 41-run
opening partnership.

After two quick wickets,
Pakistan was 47/2.

Skipper Mohammed
Rizwan (46 in 77 balls,
with three fours) and
Saud Shakeel (62 in 76
balls, with five fours) had

but they took up a lot
of deliveries. After

the end of this
part-

ner-
ship,
Khushdil Shah
(38 in 39 balls, with two
sixes) did put up a fight
with Salman Agha (19)
and Naseem Shah (14),
but they were bundled
out for 241 runs in 49.4
overs.

Chasing 242 runs, In-
dia lost skipper Rohit
Sharma (20 in 15 balls,
with three fours and a

six) early.
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a 104-run partnership, l
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Smith. Unfortunately, Da-
ryl Mitchell is unwell and
Rachin Ravindra replaces
him.” Bangladesh have
picked speedster Nahid
Rana for this match. Na-
jmul Shanto said: “I would
have bowled first as well

but it looks a pretty good
wicket. Batting will not be
an issue. We have made
two changes. Mahmudul-
lah Riyad & Nahid Rana
back into the side in place
of Soumya and Sakib.”

Playing XIs

New Zealand XI: Dev-
on Conway, Will Young,
Kane Williamson, Rachin
Ravindra, Tom Latham
(wk), Glenn Phillips, Mi-
chael Bracewell, Mitchell
Santner (c), Matt Henry,
Kyle Jamieson, William
O’Rourke

Bangladesh XI: Najmul
Hossain Shanto (¢), Tan-
zid Hasan, Mehidy Hasan
Miraz, Towhid Hridoy,
Mushfiqur Rahim (wk),
Mahmudullah Riyad,
Jaker Ali, Rishad Hossain,
Taskin Ahmed, Mustafizur
Rahman, Nahid Rana

Goalkeeper Savita joins
elite club with 300th
international cap

TDG NETWORK
BHUBANESWAR

Hockey India congratulated Indian women’s hockey team
goalkeeper Savita Punia on completing 300 international

caps on Monday.

The Arjuna Awardee achieved this landmark during In-
dia’s match against the Netherlands in the FIH Hockey Pro
League 2024/25 at the Kalinga Hockey Stadium in Bhu-
baneswar, Odisha. Savita now joins Vandana Katariya as
one of only two Indian women to have played 300 interna-

tional matches.

Savita is only the second Indian goalkeeper, male or female,
to achieve this feat after the legendary PR Sreejesh. A

in the world.

stalwart of Indian hockey, Savita made her senior
team debut at the age of 20 and has since estab-
lished herself as one of the finest goalkeepers

She played a key role in India’s historic
fourth-place finish at the Tokyo Olympics, a
campaign that elevated the team’s global stature.
Her experience also proved invaluable in the Rio
Olympics 2016 and the 2018 Vitality Hockey Wom-

en’s World Cup, where India reached the Quarter-Finals.

Savita has led India to remarkable achievements as cap-
tain, including a bronze medal at the 2022 Birmingham
Commonwealth Games and a title-winning campaign at the
FIH Nations Cup. Under her leadership, India also clinched
back-to-back gold medals in the Women'’s Asian Champions
Trophy in 2023 and 2024. Recognized for her outstanding
contributions, Savita was honoured with the Arjuna Award
and has twice received the Hockey India Balbir Singh Senior
Award for Player of the Year (2022, 2023).

Her excellence between the posts has also earned her the
FIH Goalkeeper of the Year award for three consecutive sea-
sons (2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23).

Savita expressed her emotions on the milestone, as quoted
from HI, “Playing 300 matches for India is an incredibly
special moment for me. It has been an unforgettable journey.
I am deeply grateful to Hockey India, Sports Authority of
India, my family, teammates, and support staff who have

stood by me throughout.

Social media ﬂooded with memes after Pak defeat

TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

Following the defeat against
arch-rivals India in the ongo-
ing ICC Champions Trophy
2025 at the Dubai Inter-
national Stadium , fans of
the Pakistan Cricket Team
expressed disappointment
following their team’s loss.
In a thrilling match at the
ongoing marquee event,
Indian legend Virat Kohli
stole the show with a bril-
liant century, leading Men
in Blue to a four-wicket vic-
tory over Pakistan. “We had
alot of hopes from our team
that they will play well. We
thought that they would
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reach a score of at least 315,
but they did not even reach
250.

Even ifwelost, they should
have at least stopped Kohli’s
century. If they could not bat

well, they could have saved
the match by bowling prop-
erly. I request the PCB to give
achance to new faces so that
our team may improve...,” a
fan said.
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Another Pakistani fan
said that the team should
train better to improve their
fielding.

“The performance was
very poor even in fielding.

They should undergo better
training, and there should be
some accountability for play-
ing with the sentiments of
the people...,” another fan
said.

Mohun Bagan Super Giant players celebrate their win
against Odisha FC during Indian Super League 2024-25
match, at Salt Lake Stadium in Kolkata on Sunday. ANI

Veer finishes 67th at Magical
Kenya Open despite final round 68

TDG NETWORK
NAIROBI

India’s Veer Ahlawat closed
the week with a fine 3-under
68 that included an eagle,
his second of the week, but
he still finished only 67th
at the Magical Kenya Open
here. His 68 on the final day
of the tournament was his
best card of the week, which
saw him suffer a 6-over 11in
a single hole, the seventh
one on the second day. That
messed up his tournament.

Ahlawat, who earned a
status on the DP World
Tour by topping the PGTI
Order of Merit, as per the
alliance with the Indian
body, was the first to tee off
on the final day. He played
alone and birdied the first,
the third and then added an
eagle on the fourth. He was
four-under through the first
holes.

He then had two more
birdies against three bogeys

for his 68. South African
Jacques Kruyswijk claimed
his maiden DP World Tour
title after an impressive dis-
play. He won by two shots.
Kruyswijk did not put a foot
wrong in the final round as
he carded four birdies in
a sublime 67 to finish two
shots clear of Englishman
John Parry and reach 18 un-
der par, complete a bogey-
free weekend and become
the second South African
winner of this event since
it became part of the DP
‘World Tour’s Global Sched-
ule.

The 32-year-old Deon
Germishuys was three
shots further back in third,
one ahead of fellow South
African Jayden Schaper in
fourth, while Italy’s Grego-
rio de Leo and Englishman
Jamie Rutherford, who
came agonisingly close to
a closing albatross, shared
fifth place on 11 under.
Kruyswijk had to hang in
there in the early stages
of his round, producing a
magnificent par save from
ten feet on the third to keep
hold of his one-shot lead.

India announces 12-member squad
for ISSF shotgun World Cup

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A 12-member Indian squad for the upcom-
ing ISSF Shotgun World Cup in Nicosia,
Cyprus was on Monday announced by the
National Rifle Association of India.

The tournament is scheduled between
May 3 and 12. As per the national selection
policy, shooters ranked 4-6 in the India
rankings of the respective individual events
have been selected for this particular World

Cup.

Tokyo Olympian Kynan Chenai will lead
the men’s trap trio, while Paris Olympian
Rajeshwari Kumari headlines the women’s
trap competition. The skeet discipline will
also have a couple of Olympians in their
ranks in Nicosia, a legacy shotgun venue.

India’s most decorated men’s skeet expo-
nent Mairaj Ahmad Khan will line up for

yet another World Cup assignment while
Maheshwari Chauhan finds a place in the
women’s skeet event.

The Nicosia tournament follows two back-
to-back combined (Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun)
ISSF World Cups, the first two of the year,
in Argentina and Peru respectively, in April.

Sneha Singh tees up in 4th leg
with an eye on hat-trick of wins
on Hero WPGT

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Sneha Singh will attempt a
hat-trick of wins as she tees
up in the fourth leg of the
Hero Women'’s Pro Golf Tour
at the Bombay Presidency
Golf Club on Tuesday. The
Hyderabad girl, who plans
to play events in Europe this
summer, won the second and
the third legs of the 2025 sea-
son and leads the Hero Order
of Merit with two wins and
one fifth place finish in three
starts.

Sneha, who now has 10
wins on the Hero WPGT,
was a convincing winner
in the third leg and hopes
to carry on with the same
form. Sneha is trying to
emulate Vidhatri Urs, who
won the 10th, 11th and 12th
legs of the Tour in 2024. The
strong field of 40 players,

including six amateurs, has
multiple winners like Vani
Kapoor, who was runner-
up last week, Hitaashee
Bakshi, winner of the Order
of Meritin 2024, Amandeep
Drall, Jasmine Shekar, Rhea
Purvi Saravanan, Ridhima
Dilawari, Gaurika Bishnoi
and Neha Tripathi among

others.

The six amateurs include
Mannat Brar, Saanvi Somu,
Anuradha Chaudhuri, Keer-
thana Rajeev, Aradhana
Manikandan and Bhuvika
Bhise. The fourth leg being
held at the Bombay Presi-
dency Golf Club carries a
prize purse of Rs 16 lakhs.



