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key takeaways
n RBI Governor sound-

ed confident that In-
dia can achieve 7 per 
cent or above growth  

n Indian Bank’s As-
sociation’s (IBA) 
chairman M V Rao 
said: Budget has 
proposed measures 
to propel domestic 
consumption and 
higher government 
capex, this rate re-
duction from RBI 
would further sup-
port growth, 

n Economists said the 
repo rate cut of 25 
basis points will give 
a long-awaited relief 
on interest rates and 

support economic 
growth

n Real estate devel-
opers hailed the 
rate cut saying this 
will benefit existing 
home loan borrow-
ers and also encour-
age the fence sitters 
to invest in residen-
tial properties.

Two days after 104 illegal 
Indian immigrants were de-
ported by US authorities, the 
Amritsar Rural Police have 
registered a case against a 
travel agent, Satnam Singh, 
on charges of cheating.  

The complaint was filed 
by Daler Singh, a resident 
of Salempura village in 
Amritsar’s Rajasansi, who 
was among the deported 
migrants. Daler alleged that 
Satnam Singh promised him 

legal entry into the US with 
a valid visa but instead sent 
him through illegal means. 
As a result, he had to endure 
a perilous journey, including 
crossing treacherous trails 
in the Panama jungles.  

Daler was eventually 
forced to cross the US bor-
der, where he was captured 
by US Border Patrol and 
detained on January 15 be-
fore being deported back 
to India. The police have 
launched an investigation 
into the case.

On the other hand, Pun-

jab Police has taken action 
regarding the recent depor-
tation of Punjabi migrants 
from the United States. A 
thorough investigation has 
been ordered, and Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Gaurav Yadav has formed a 
four-member committee to 
probe the matter. 

The committee will be 
headed by Additional Direc-
tor General of Police (ADGP) 
NRI Affairs, Parveen Sinha, 
with ADGP Internal Secu-
rity Shiv Verma, Inspector 

The Congress, Shiv Sena-
UBT and NCP-SP on Friday 
trained guns at the Election 
Commission as it alleged ir-
regularities in the voter lists 
of Maharashtra, claiming 
that a total of 39 lakh vot-
ers were added between the 
2024 Lok Sabha and assem-
bly elections in the state.

While addressing a joint 
press conference here, Con-
gress leader and Leader of 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi said that the 

total number of voters added 
in Maharashtra was equiv-
alent to the population of a 
state like Himachal Pradesh. 

He also urged the Election 
Commission to provide 
them list of voters and come 
clean on the issue.

Rahul Gandhi said, “We 
at this table represent the 
entire opposition in the last 
Assembly polls in Maha-
rashtra.

“We are going to bring 
some information about 
the election. We studied the 
details - the voters and the 
voting list. Our teams have 

been working, and we have 
found many irregularities,” 
he said.

He said, “We have de-
manded for exact voter list 
of Vidhan Sabha 2024 and 
Lok Sabha 2024.”

He said that 32 lakh voters 
were added between Maha-
rashtra assembly polls in 
2019 to Lok Sabha elections 
2024.

“However, between Maha-
rashtra Assembly polls 2024 
and Lok Sabha elections 
2024, 39 lakh voters were 
added in 5 months,” Rahul 

In response to growing 
demands from farmers’ 
unions to make Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) a legal 
right, the Union government 
has reaffirmed its commit-
ment to ensuring fair and 
guaranteed prices for farm-
ers’ produce. 

In a written reply to a 
question in the Rajya Sabha 
the Minister of State for Ag-
riculture and Farmers Wel-
fare Ram Nath Thakur, did 

not make any commitment 
to make MSP a statutory 
right, but claimed that mul-
tiple steps have been taken 
to strengthen the existing 

system and make it more 
transparent and farmer-
friendly.  

The minister acknowl-
edged the challenges of im-
plementing MSP as a legal 
right, including budgetary 
constraints and operational 
complexities. However, the 
government remains fo-
cused on addressing these 
issues by enhancing the ef-
ficiency and transparency 
of the current system.    

However, the number of 
beneficiaries of the MSP has 

PM Modi to visit US 
on Feb 12-13; energy, 
defence on agenda

Travel agents under scanner as Punjab 
police begins probe into deportation 

Rahul alleges irregularities in Maha voter list

Centre committed to ensuring fair 
prices for farmers: Minister

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will visit United States 
on February 12-13 and hold 
a meeting with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and in-
teract with senior leaders of 
the US administration.

This will be the first visit 
of PM Modi to the US since 
the inauguration of Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri said at a special media 
briefing that Prime Min-
ister’s visit within three 
weeks of the new adminis-
tration taking office shows 
the importance of the India-
US partnership.
“At the invitation of US 
President Donald Trump, 
PM Modi will pay an offi-
cial working visit to the US 
on 12th and 13th of February. 
This will be the first visit of 
Prime Minister Modi to the 
United States since the inau-
guration of the second presi-
dential term of US President 
Donald Trump,” he said.
“The fact that the Prime 
Minister has been invited 
to visit the US within barely 
three weeks of the new ad-
ministration taking office 
shows the importance of 
the India-US partnership 
and is also reflective of the 
bipartisan support, that this 
partnership enjoys in the 
US,” he added.

Answering a query, he said 
PM Modi and US President 
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is set to co-chair the AI 
Summit with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
and will address the India-
France CEOs forum during 
his visit to France scheduled 
from February 10 to Febru-
ary 12.

Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri in a press briefing 
on Friday, emphasised the 
growth of Artificial Intel-
ligence and prioritised In-
dia’s expectation from the 

summit 
that AI ap-
plications 
should be 
designed, 
developed, 
deployed 
and used in 

safe humane responsible 
trustworthy manner.

“PM will co-chair the AI 
Summit alongside Presi-
dent Macron of France. 
The PM will arrive in Paris 
in the evening of 10th of 
February. He will then at-
tend the dinner that is be-

Interest rate on retail 
loans, including home 
and auto, is likely fall 

soon as the Reserve Bank of 
India under a new Governor 
on Friday cut the key bench-
mark rate for the first time 
in almost five years to spur 
a sluggish economy.

The Monetary Policy 
Committee, headed by RBI 
Governor Sanjay Malhotra, 
slashed the repo rate by 25 
basis points to 6.25 per cent. 
This was the first reduction 
since May 2020.

Repo rate is the rate at 
which the RBI lends to other 
banks. 

In his first Monetary Poli-
cy announcement on Friday, 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
Governor Sanjay Malhotra 
stated that the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) 

had unanimously decided 
to reduce the policy rate by 
25 basis points (bps) from 
6.5 per cent to 6.25 per cent.

The RBI Governor said 
India can certainly achieve 
7 per cent or above growth 
and that should be what the 
country should aspire for.

“These are difficult ques-
tions to answer, but never-
theless, I would like to stick 
my neck out and say that 
certainly India can achieve 
7 per cent plus growth rate, 
and we should certainly as-
pire for,” he said when asked 
whether 7 per cent or above 
growth rate is achievable at 
the post MPC press confer-
ence.

Bankers welcomed the Re-
serve Bank’s decision to cut 
the benchmark lending rate 
saying it will spur growth 
and complement the an-
nouncements made in the 
budget.

“Since the budget has pro-
posed measures to propel 
domestic consumption and 
higher government capex, 
this rate reduction from 
RBI would further support 
growth,” Indian Bank’s As-
sociation’s (IBA) chairman 
M V Rao said in a statement.

The MPC began its three-
day meeting to discuss and 
set the new interest rates on 
February 5, 2025.

During the previous MPC 
meeting in December 2024, 
the RBI announced a 50 ba-
sis point cut in the cash re-
serve ratio (CRR), making it 
4 per cent. However, it kept 
the benchmark repo rate 
unchanged at 6.5 per cent. 

Economists said the repo 
rate cut of 25 basis points by 
the monetary policy com-
mittee (MPC) of the RBI will 
give a long-awaited relief on 
interest rates and support 

retail loans to get cheaper as 
key rate cut 1st time in 5 years

 Monetary Policy Committee, headed by Reserve Bank of India 
governor Sanjay Malhotra, slashes repo rate by 25 basis points to 6.25%
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NEET-UG test 
on May 4

Delhi election 
results today; 
AAP, BJP have 
fingers crossed 

Woman in 
visa ‘reject list’ 
creates ‘tension’ 
in consulate  
in Seattle
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The Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) on Friday issued 
a notice to the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) national con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal, 
requesting his presence 
for investigations into the 
allegations of bribes being 
offered to the party’s MLAs.

According to the notice, 
deemed to be of a serious 
nature, prompting the ACB 
to intervene urgently in or-
der to establish the truth.

The party’s convenor was 

also requested to make him-
self available and provide 
information.

The information required 
revolved around details of 

the 16 AAP MLAs who were 
allegedly offered bribes, the 
contents of tweets posted by 
these MLAs, and the identi-
ties of the individuals who 

made the bribery offers.
Additionally, the ACB 

has requested any other 
evidence that could sup-
port Kejriwal’s claims 
about the bribe offers, that 
he and other party members 
have made on social media 
platforms. On Thursday, 
Kejriwal alleged that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is trying to poach the 
candidates of AAP, offering 
them Rs 15 crore each. BJP 
has vehemently denied the 
allegations.

“Some agencies are show-

Poaching charges invite trouble for Kejriwal
tDG Network 
New Delhi 

16
national games: lovlina 
wins gold, thapa silver 
in boxing

11
bangladesh slams sheikh 
hasina’s remarks, urges 
india to intervene

2
lok sabha 
adJourned till 
monday amid din

The fact that the Prime Minister has 
been invited to visit the US within barely 

three weeks of the new administration 
taking office shows the importance 

of the India-US partnership 
-MEA

Implementing 
MSP as a legal 

right  has challenges  
including budgetary 

constraints and 
and operational 

complexities

NEW DELHI: The medical 
entrance exam NEET-UG 
will be conducted on May 4, 
the National Testing Agency 
(NTA) announced on Friday.

The application pro-
cess for the the National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance 
Test (NEET)-UG began on 
Friday and will conclude 
on March 7. It is the largest 
entrance exam in the coun-
try in terms of the number 
of candidates appearing for 
the test. In 2024, a record 
more than 24 lakh candi-
dates took the exam. 

Counting of votes for the 
Delhi assembly polls will 
take place on Saturday to 
decide whether the AAP 
comes to power for a fourth 
term or the BJP forms a gov-
ernment in the national cap-
ital after more than 26 years.

The Congress is also look-
ing for some gains after 
drawing a blank in the last 
two elections.

The Indian consulate in Se-
attle has posted on its X plat-
form to talk about a law and 
order situation from what it 
termed as “unauthorized 
entry by certain individu-
als” into its premises after 
office hours creating a tense 
situation.

“We were compelled to call 
in relevant local authorities 
to deal with the situation. 
Further action is being ini-
tiated against the trespass-
ers,” posted India In Seattle 
on X on February 7 (Thurs-
day local time).

Meanwhile, Indian-Amer-
ican politician Kshama 
Sawant and a former Se-
attle City Council member 
protested outside the In-
dian consulate in Seattle 
after claiming that her visa 
was rejected thrice, while 
her husband was granted 
an emergency visa to visit 
India.

“My husband & I are in Se-
attle Indian consulate. They 
granted him emergency visa 
for my mother being very 

Modi, Macron to  
co-host AI summit  
in France

Bikaner Airport honours the first daily flight service 
from Bikaner to New Delhi with a water cannon 

salute, at the Airport in Bikaner on Friday. ANI

39 lakh voters 
added between 
2024 LS polls and 
assembly elections
- Rahul Gandhi
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ACB team arrives at Arvind Kejriwal’s residence amid ‘Op Lotus’ 
row.
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India moving towards self-reliance 
in fertiliser production: Nadda

Lok Sabha has been ad-
journed on Thursday 
till February 10. The 

lower house of Parliament 
will meet at 11 AM, Monday.

Earlier today, around 30 
National Democratic Alli-
ance MPs felicitated Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
the budget announcements 
regarding the state, with As-
sembly elections scheduled 
for November this year, the 
state received significant at-
tention in the Budget.

The premises of Parliament 
also saw several Opposition 
MPs protesting and raising 
objections to the detainment 
of Indian fishermen by Sri 
Lankan authorities, and the 
treatment of Indians who 
were deported from United 
States. Multiple MPs from 
Tamil Nadu protesting on 
Parliament premises, de-
manding the repatriation of 
Indian fishermen detained 
by Sri Lankan forces. The 
parliamentarians held ban-
ners and raised slogans over 

their demand at the premises.
DMK MP Kanimozhi called 

on the central government to 
take urgent steps to secure 
the release of 97 Tamil Nadu.

“Justice has to be done. 
Boats which have been cap-
tured, we want that to be re-
leased. We want the Union 
government to speak to the 
Sri Lankan government and 
find a permanent solution for 
this,” said Kanimozhi.

Samajwadi Party MP Akh-
ilesh Yadav also criticised the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
outside the Parliament, for 

the fires in Mahakumbh.
In a brief interaction with 

mediapersons, when asked 
about a fire that broke out at 
Maha Kumbh Mela Kshetra 
this morning, Yadav said, 
“Sachchai yeh hai ki BJP 
ne Kumbh mein aag lagadi, 
Kumbh ki hi aag lagadi... 
(Truth is that BJP has set 
Kumbh on fire).” As many 
as 20-22 tents were burnt in 
the fire, however, no injury or 
loss of life was reported and 
the blaze was subsequently 
extinguished.

Congress whip in Lok Sab-

ha, Manickam Tagore also 
moved an adjournment mo-
tion and demanded an im-
mediate statement by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
the “inhumane treatment” of 
Indians nationals in the US.

“I rise to move an adjourn-
ment motion in the House to 
address a deeply concerning 
issue regarding the treat-
ment of Indian nationals, 
particularly those deported 
from the United States, and 
to question the position of 
our Government on the 
same,” the notice read.

Lok sabha adjourned tiLL monday amid din
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

NEERaj MOhaN
CHANDIGARH

The country is making sig-
nificant progress toward 
self-reliance in fertilizer 
production, reducing its 
dependence on costly im-
ports, Union Minister for 
Chemicals and Fertilizers 
and Health and Family Wel-
fare  Jagat Prakash Nadda 
informed the Lok Sabha on 
Friday. In a written reply in 
a response to a question the 
minister told the House that 
a series of government poli-
cies and new investments 
have led to a substantial 
increase in both urea and 
phosphatic and potassic 
(P&K) fertilizer production.   

The minister said that due 
to the government’s New 
Investment Policy (NIP) for 
urea, introduced in 2012 
and amended in 2014, has 
encouraged fresh invest-
ments in the urea sector.  
Under this policy, six new 
urea plants have been estab-

lished, adding a production 
capacity of 76.2 lakh metric 
tonnes per annum (LM-
TPA), he said. 

According to the minister, 
these six plants, four were 
set up through joint ven-
tures involving public sector 
units (PSUs) Ramagundam 
Fertilizer unit in Telangana 
and three units of Hindu-
stan Urvarak And Rasayan 
Limited (HURL) in Gorakh-
pur (Uttar Pradesh), Sindri 
(Jharkhand),and Barauni 

(Bihar). Two other plants 
were established by private 
companies Matix Fertilizers 
at Panagarh in West Bengal 
and Chambal Fertilizers’ 
Gadepan-III unit in Rajas-
than.   

He said that each of these 
plants has a capacity of 12.7 
LMTPA and is based on the 
latest energy-efficient tech-
nology. As a result, India’s 
indigenous urea produc-
tion capacity increased from 
207.54 LMTPA in 2014-15 to 
283.74 LMTPA in 2023-24. 
He said that the government 
approved a Greenfield urea 
plant with a capacity of 12.7 
LMTPA at Talcher, Odisha, 
based on coal gasification 
technology. The New Urea 
Policy (NUP) 2015 further 
boosted production by 
maximizing output from 
25 existing gas-based units, 
adding 20–25lakh metric 
tonnes of urea production 
annually.   As a result of 
these efforts, urea produc-
tion soared from 225 lakh 
metric tonnes (LMT) in 
2014-15 to a record 314.07 
LMT in2023-24.   For P&K 
(Phosphatic and Potassic) 
fertilizers, the government 
implemented the Nutrient-
Based Subsidy (NBS) Policy 
in 2010. This policy pro-
vides a fixed subsidy based 
on the nutrient content of 
fertilizers, encouraging 
manufacturers to produce 
or import fertilizers accord-
ing to market demand.  

Congress MP jairam Ramesh speaks in the Rajya Sabha 
during the Budget Session, in New Delhi on Friday. aNI

Bharatiya janata Party (BjP) MP Bansuri Swaraj and others 
in the Lok Sabha during the Budget Session, in New Delhi 
on Friday. aNI

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal speaks 
in the RS during the Budget Session, in New Delhi on Friday. aNI 

Communist Party of India (Marxist) (CPI (M)) MP V. Sivadasan 
speaks in the Rajya Sabha during the Budget Session, in New 
Delhi on Friday. aNI

ParLiament in action
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Rajya Sabha Member of Par-
liament Kartikeya Sharma 
on Friday introduced ‘The 
Release of Mortal Remains 
by Clinical Establishments 
Bill, 2024’ in the Upper 
House.

In what would be a sig-
nificant move to protect the 
rights of bereaved families, 
the landmark legislation 
addresses the critical issue 
of hospitals and clinicial 
establishments withhold-
ing bodies of patients due to 
pending medical bills.

The bill prohibits clinical 
establishments from detain-
ing mortal remains or mak-
ing their release conditional 
upon payment of outstand-
ing dues. It ensures that the 
next of kin or authorized 
representatives can claim 
and receive the deceased’s 

body with undue delay or 
harassment.

Key provisions of the bill 
include mandatory imme-
diate release of mortal re-
mains upon completion of 
medical and legal formali-
ties, separation of billing 
disputes from the release 
process, establishment of 
grievance redressal mecha-
nisms, and penalties for 
non-compliance by clinical 
establishments

Ever since his election to 
the Rajya Sabha in 2022, 
Sharma has been raising 
this issue in the Parliament 

seeking relief for the thou-
sands of families who are 
refused repatriation with 
the mortal bodies of their 
dear ones due to pending 
bills and disputes.

While speaking in the Ra-
jya Sabha and raising this 
issue on Friday, Sharma 
said, “A report by Lancet 
commission on the value 
of death published in the 
year 2022, states that in a 
situation when the family is 
unable to pay hospital bills, 
hospital staff will often re-
fuse to release the body 
until the payment is made. 
The Geneva convention and 
UN commission for Human 
rights make it legally bind-
ing to provide for explicit 
provisions relating to the 
proper management, digni-
fied treatment and disposal 
of dead bodies as well as 
respect for the need of fami-
lies.”

India’s lower judiciary is 
facing a serious shortage of 
judicial officers, with near-
ly 20 per cent  of the sanc-
tioned posts lying vacant. In 
a written reply to a question 
in the Rajya Sabha, Union 
Minister of State for Law and 
Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal 
revealed that out of the total 
sanctioned strength of 25,771 
judicial officers, only 20,478 
are in place, leaving 5,293 
posts unfilled.  

Among the states, Bihar 
tops the list with the high-
est number of vacancies  483 
posts out of 2,019 sanctioned 
positions remain vacant. Ut-
tar Pradesh follows with 996 
vacancies out of 3,870 sanc-
tioned posts. Other states 
facing notable shortages 
include Maharashtra (250), 
Odisha (200), and West 
Bengal (230, including An-
daman & Nicobar).  

Minister Meghwal clari-
fied that filling these vacan-
cies is the responsibility of 
the respective State Gov-

ernments and High Courts. 
As per the Constitution, 
Articles 233, 234, and 309 
provide the framework for 
states to frame rules for ap-
pointing judicial officers in 
consultation with their High 
Courts.  

He also cited a landmark 
Supreme Court order 
from January 2007 (Ma-
lik Mazhar Sultan case), 
which laid down timelines 
for recruiting judicial of-
ficers to speed up the pro-
cess. However, recruitment 
of non-judicial staff such as 

administrative and techni-
cal personnel falls outside 
the central government›s 
purview, and no central data 
is maintained for these posi-
tions, reads the reply.   

The minister informed the 
parliament in December last 
year  that the situation in the 
country’s High Courts is 
equally concerning. Nearly 
one-third or 31% of High 
Court judge posts are vacant. 
Out of a sanctioned strength 
of 1,114 judges across 25 High 
Courts, 350 positions re-
main unfilled.  

Opposition MPs from Tamil 
Nadu on Friday staged a 
protest at the premises of 
the Parliament, demanding 
to bring back Indian fisher-
men detained by Sri Lankan 
forces. The parliamentar-
ians held banners and raised 
slogans over their demand at 
the premises.

The opposition earlier 
expressed disappointment 
over Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s reply in the 
Rajya Sabha to the motion 
of thanks on the President’s 
Address, accusing him of 
remaining silent on issues 
such as inflation and unem-
ployment.

Notably, there have been 
a series of confrontations 
between Indian fishermen 

and Sri Lankan authorities.
Just last week, six Indian 

fishermen detained in Sri 
Lanka were released and 
returned to Chennai. Their 
return was facilitated by 
Fisheries Department offi-
cials, marking yet another 
chapter in the ongoing ten-
sions over fishing rights in 
the Palk Strait.

The issue has been further 
exacerbated by a recent inci-
dent in the Jaffna Sea, where 

two Indian fishermen from 
Karaikal sustained injuries 
after the Sri Lankan Navy 
allegedly opened fire, which 
drew strong objection from 
the Indian side.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin has repeat-
edly urged External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar and 
the Centre to take immediate 
diplomatic measures to se-
cure the release of detained 
fishermen and their boats.

Kartikeya Sharma introduces ‘The 
Release of Mortal Remains by Clinical 
Establishments Bill, 2024’ in RS

‘20% judicial posts vacant in lower courts’ 

Opposition MPs from TN 
demand repatriation of Indian 
fishermen from Sri Lanka

TDG NeTwork
CHANDIGARH

TDG NeTwork 
NEW DELHI  

TDG NeTwork 
NEW DELHI

who said what 
in parliament
Pm modi has ‘cong 
Phobia’: cong mP 
on Pm sPeech 
NEW DELHI: Congress 
MP Manickam Tagore on 
Friday slammed Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for his attack on Congress 
during his address in 
the Rajya Sabha, saying 
that he has a “Congress 
phobia” and should get rid 
of this thinking and focus 
on serving the people 
of India instead. Tagore 
pointed out that Modi’s 
speech was supposed to 
be about the Motion of 
Thanks to the President’s 
Address, but instead, he 
targeted Congress. “We 
all know that it was on 
the Motion of Thanks 
to President’s Address. 
Instead, Mr Modi was 
speaking on Congress. He 
always has a Congress 
phobia.” said Tagore.

minister 
highLights 2nd 
round of PLi 
scheme benefits 
NEW DELHI: Minister 
of State for Steel and 
Heavy Industries, 
Bhupathiraju Srinivasa 
Varma informed the 
Rajya Sabha on Friday 
that multiple steps have 
been taken to ensure 
wider participation 
in the second round 
of Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) scheme 
for specialty steel. The 
second round of PLI 
schemes was launched 
on January 6, 2025. The 
information was given 
by the Minister of State 
for Steel and Heavy 
Industries, Bhupathiraju 
Srinivasa Varma in a 
written reply in the Rajya 
Sabha today.

‘over 73.90 crore 
ayushman bharat 
heaLth accounts 
ids created’ 
NEW DELHI: The 
Government has 
launched Ayushman 
Bharat Digital Mission 
(ABDM) with a vision to 
create national digital 
health ecosystem, 
wherein to ensure 
participation of citizen, 
Ayushman Bharat 
Health Accounts 
(ABHAs) numbers that 
is a 14-digit Unique 
Health Identifier 
(erstwhile known as 
Health IDs) are created, 
Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare said 
in a press release. 
As on February 3, 
2025, the number of 
ABHA IDs created are 
73,90,93,095. 

‘anganwadi 
workers 
emPowered with 
smart Phones’ 
NEW DELHI: Poshan 
Abhiyaan, an overarching 
scheme for holistic 
nourishment was 
launched on 8th March 
2018 to improve nutritional 
outcomes for children, 
adolescents, pregnant 
women and lactating 
mothers. Under Poshan 
Abhiyaan, the Incremental 
Learning Approach (ILA) 
was incorporated to 
build and strengthen the 
capacity of Anganwadi 
workers, according to 
a statement from the 
Ministry of Women and 
Child Development on 
Friday. Under the 15th 
Finance Commission, to 
address the challenge 
of malnutrition, various 
components like 
Anganwadi services.

Proceedings of the Lok Sabha underway during the Budget Session of Parliament, in New Delhi 
on Friday. aNI

Opposition MPs from Tamil Nadu protest on Parliament premises 
demanding to bring back Indian fishermen caught by Sri Lankan 
forces, in New Delhi on Friday. aNI

Union Minister jP Nadda 
speaks in the Lok Sabha 
during the Budget Session, in 
New Delhi on Friday. aNI

P&k  figures (in LMT)
Year Production Consumption Import

2021-22 185.23 294.70 90.92

2022-23 200.35 279.12 112.01

2023-24 189.26 288.42 106.53

Urea Figures (in LMT)

Year Production Consumption Import

2021-22 250.72 341.73 91.36

2022-23 284.94 357.26 75.80

2023-24 314.07 357.81 70.42

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being presented with a coffee table book on SVAMITVA 
Scheme by Union Minister of Panchayati Raj Rajiv Ranjan Singh during a meeting with 

Bihar MPs from BJP, JD(U), and NDA allies at Parliament, in New Delhi on Friday. aNI



The Calcutta High Court 
on Friday rejected the West 
Bengal Government’s pe-
tition challenging the life 
sentence handed to RG Kar 
rape-murder convict Sanjay 
Roy by a CBI court but ac-
cepted a similar plea from 
the CBI. Both the CBI and the 
Bengal Government had filed 
appeals before the Calcutta 
High Court seeking a death 
sentence for Roy, a civic po-
lice volunteer.

A Division Bench of Cal-
cutta High Court comprising 
Justices Debangsu Basak and 
Md Sabbar Rashidi said that 
since the CBI had conducted 
the probe, its petition was be-
ing admitted for hearing.

Last month, a CBI court 
handed a life term till death 
to Sanjay Roy, a former civic 
volunteer with Kolkata Po-
lice, for raping and murder-
ing a trainee doctor at Kolk-
ata’s RG Kar Medical College 
and Hospital on August 9 last 
year. The incident attracted 
nationwide attention due to 
the brutality of the crime, 
triggering widespread pro-
tests by healthcare profes-
sionals across the nation.

The accused stood trial 
and upon conclusion of such 
trial, was found guilty of 
the offences under Sections 
64/66/103(1) of Bhartiya 

Nyay Sanhita. He was sen-
tenced to undergo Rigorous 
Imprisonment for life with 
fine of Rs 50,000/- and in 
default of payment of fine to 
undergo simple imprison-
ment for a further period 
of 5 months for the offence 
punishable under Section 
64 of Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita.

He was further sentenced 
to Rigorous Imprison-
ment for life with fine of Rs 
50,000/- and in default of 
payment of fine to undergo 
simple imprisonment for a 
further period of 5 months 
for the offence punishable 
under Section 103 (1) of 
Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita. The 
convict was also convicted 
for Rigorous Imprisonment 
for remainder of natural life 
for the offence punishable 
under Section 66 of Bhartiya 
Nyay Sanhita.

In his plea on behalf of the 
West Bengal Government, 
Advocate General Kishor 
Dutta had maintained that 
it had the legal backing to 

challenge the ruling of the 
CBI court on grounds of 
inadequacy of punishment. 
“Law and order is under the 
state’s jurisdiction,” he had 
maintained.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation, raised objection 
to the appeal filed on behalf 
of the State of West Bengal. 
It submitted that since the 
investigation of the case 
was conducted by CBI and 
it conducted the trial as a 
prosecution agency, State 
of West Bengal is not autho-
rized to present an appeal, 
specially, for enhancement 
of the punishment imposed, 
in accordance with the pro-
visions of Section 418 (2) of 
Bhartiya Nagrik Suraksha 
Sanhita, 2023.

In their order today, the 
Division Bench of Justices 
Debangsu Basak and Md 
Sabbar Rashidi said: “We 
are of the view that since 
the investigation of the case 
was conducted by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation, 

a Central agency, in pursu-
ance of an order passed by 
this Court, Central Govern-
ment is the appropriate au-
thority to issue directions 
for presentation of an appeal 
against inadequate sentence. 
In view of the words “Save as 
otherwise provided in sub-
section (2)”, in the opening 
paragraph of Section 418 of 
BNSS, the State Government 
cannot issue such directions 
so long as the Central Gov-
ernment or the CBI is will-
ing to do so. For the aforesaid 
reasons, the appeal filed on 
behalf of the State of West 
Bengal cannot be admitted 
and entertained.”

During the sentencing, the 
CBI court which had adjudi-
cated the case said the case 
did not fall under the “rar-
est of the rare” category while 
justifying its reason for not 
imposing the death penalty 
on the convict.

Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, however, expressed 
her displeasure over the ver-
dict, saying such a “heinous 
crime” warranted capital 
punishment.

“I have been seeking the 
death sentence from day one. 
If the case had remained with 
us, we would have ensured 
the death penalty. The CBI 
intentionally took the case 
away from us. Such crimi-
nals deserve to be hanged,” 
the Trinamool supremo said.

Calcutta HC rejects Bengal govt’s 
plea in RG Kar rape-murder case
SUPROTIM MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA

economic growth, accord-
ing to experts.

C h i e f  E c o n o m i st  o f 
CrisilDharmakirti Joshi said 
that as expected, the MPC of 
the central bank cut rates for 
the first time on Friday since 
May 2020.

Joshi said the recent eas-
ing in consumer price index 
(CPI) inflation and the need 
to remain supportive of eco-
nomic growth has moved 

the RBI to act in this regard.
Joshi expressed hope that 

the MPC would cut the 
repo rate to another 75 basis 
points to 100 basis points in 
the next financial year.

Real estate developers 
hailed the RBI’s decision to 
cut the benchmark lending 
rate by 25 basis points, say-
ing this will benefit existing 
home loan borrowers and 
also encourage the fence 
sitters to invest in residential 
properties.

Realtors’ apex body CRE-
DAI feels that the RBI’s de-
cision might have a “limited 
direct impact” on the sector 
and made a case for further 
reduction for “stronger im-
petus” to housing demand.

Another association Na-
redco said the RBI’s move 
to slash the repo rate by 25 
basis points to 6.25 per cent 
could lead to lowering of in-
terest rates on home loans, 
which in turn will boost 
housing sales.

Retail loans to get cheaper ‘Centre committed to ensuring fair prices for farmers’ 

Poaching charges invite trouble for Kejriwal

Travel agents under scanner

PM Modi to visit US on Feb 12-13

Modi, Macron to co-host AI 

‘Irregularities in Maha voter list’Woman in visa ‘reject 
list’ creates ‘tension’

will have discussions on areas such as en-
ergy and defence.
“Energy and defence, both of these are defi-
nitely be going to be on the table when the 
PM and President meets. On Tariffs, you 
have seen the announcement that have 
been made in the budget, some of those are 
already out there. We expect that there will 
be a more intense and continuing conversa-
tion with US on these matters,” he said.

Misri informed that PM Modi will hold bi-
lateral meeting with Donald Trump and key 

US administration figures are also expected 
to call on PM.
“The PM will hold a bilateral meeting with 
Donald Trump in both restricted and del-
egation level format. The senior US admin-
istration figures are expected to call on PM 
during the visit. PM will also have the op-
portunity to interact with business leaders 
and members of Indian community,” Misri 
said.

He said India’s relationship with US has 
been “one of our strongest international 
partnership in recent years.”
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Gandhi said. 
He said we need the voter 

list of the Lok Sabha elec-
tion. “We need the voter list 
of the Vidhan Sabha elec-
tion. Because we want to un-
derstand exactly who these 
new additions are,” he said.

He also pointed out that 
many voters were deleted or 
transferred to other booths. 

He also alleged that many 
voters, particularly those be-
longing to Dalit, tribal, and 
minority communities, had 
been deleted or relocated 
to different polling booths. 
“There are many, many, 
many voters that have been 
deleted. Voters who are in 
one booth have been trans-
ferred to another booth.

The Congress Lok Sabha 
MP from Uttar Pradesh’s 
Rae Bareli claimed the ma-
jority of the voters added 
had gone in the BJP’s favour 
as the opposition parties had 
maintained their vote share 
in the assembly polls.

He also said that the adult 
population of Maharashtra 
is 9.54 crore as per govern-

ment data while the voter 
population of the state is 9.7 
crore.

There are more voters 
in Maharashtra than to-
tal adult population of the 
state, Rahul Gandhi alleged 
flanked by NCP-SP’s Supri-
ya Sule and Shiv Sena (UBT) 
Sanjay Raut. 

He said if the poll panel 
does not provide the voter 
lists of the assembly and Lok 
Sabha polls in Maharashtra, 
it poses a serious question.

“We are now heading to-
wards complete destruction 
of the Constitution. But, we 
are in the business of pro-
tecting the Constitution,” 
Rahul Gandhi said.

He further said that the 
next step would be to knock 
at the doors of the judiciary.

“It is surprising to me that 
the EC is not ready to give us 
voter lists and the only rea-
son possible is that there is 
something wrong and they 
know it,” he claimed.

He also said that we have 
made repeated requests to 
the Election Commission. 

“They have not answered 

us. The leader of the opposi-
tion has said this in Parlia-
ment House. The Election 
Commission has not re-
sponded. Now, the only rea-
son they would not respond 
is that there is something 
wrong with what they have 
done. I am not making any 
accusations,” he said.

Following the Congress 
leader’s remarks, the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI) in a post on X said, 
“ECI considers political par-
ties as priority stakeholders, 
of course, the voters being 
the prime and deeply values 
views, suggestions, ques-
tions coming from political 
parties. Commission would 
respond in writing with 
full factual and procedural 
matrix uniformly adopted 
across the country.”

The Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) comprising of the 
Congress, Shiv Sena UBT 
and the NCP-SP were deci-
mated by the Mahayuti com-
prising of the BJP, Eknath 
Shinde-led Shiv Sena and 
Ajit Pawar-led NCP in the 
assembly polls held last year.

General of Police (IGP) Provisioning Bhu-
pinder Singh, and Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) Border Range Satinder Singh as 
its members. The committee will conduct an 
in-depth investigation, and strict action will 
be taken against those involved in illegal hu-
man trafficking.

The DGP has authorized the committee to 
include any additional officers required for 
the investigation. It will work in coordination 
with Senior Superintendents of Police (SSPs) 
and Police Commissioners. All officials have 
been directed to provide necessary support 
and basic facilities to the committee for a 

smooth investigation.
So far, 31 individuals from Punjab who had 

entered the US illegally have been deported. 
Most of these cases involve migrants who 
were sent through the ‘donkey route,’ with 
agents charging between ₹40 to ₹50 lakh per 
person. Some victims claim that agents had 
assured them of legal travel but later sent 
them through illegal channels.

Punjab Police is now acting on complaints 
received from affected individuals. One such 
case has already been registered in Amritsar, 
where an immigration agent’s office has been 
sealed. Authorities have assured strict mea-
sures against those running these fraudulent 
operations.

come down to 1.52 crores in 
2023-24 from 2.15 crores in 
2019.

The Minister highlighted 
that every year, the gov-
ernment fixes MSPs for 22 
mandated crops based on 
the recommendations of 
the Commission for Agri-
cultural Costs and Prices 
(CACP). Since 2018-19, the 
government has been fol-
lowing the policy of setting 
MSPs at 1.5 times the all-
India weighted average cost 
of production. This ensures 
a minimum return of 50% 
over the cost of production 
for farmers growing Khar-
if, Rabi, and commercial 
crops.  

To operationalise this, 

agencies like the Food Cor-
poration of India (FCI) and 
state agencies procure pad-
dy and wheat at MSP. Simi-
larly, oilseeds, pulses, and 
copra are procured under 
the Price Support Scheme 
(PSS) of the PM-AASHA 
umbrella scheme when 
market prices fall below 
MSP. Cotton and jute are 
procured through the Cot-
ton Corporation of India 
(CCI) and Jute Corporation 
of India (JCI), respectively.  

To make the MSP frame-
work more effective, the 
government constituted a 
committee on July 12, 2022. 
The committee’s mandate 
including reviewing the 
practicality of giving more 
autonomy to CACP and 
making it more scientific 

and strengthening the agri-
cultural marketing system 
to ensure higher value for 
farmers by taking advan-
tage of both domestic and 
export opportunities.  

The minister informed 
that the committee has held 
six meetings so far, and 39 
sub-committee meetings 
have also been conducted to 
discuss various aspects of 
the MSP system.  

Addressing concerns 
about the adequacy of 
current MSP levels and 
procurement processes, 
Thakur stated that farmers 
are free to sell their produce 
either to government pro-
curement agencies at MSP 
or in the open market, de-
pending on what is more 
beneficial for them.  

ing hosted by President 
Macron at Elysee Palace. 
On 11 February Prime Min-
ister will co-chair the AI 
Summit alongside Presi-
dent Macron of France. 
AI is bound to have and 

already having profound 
impact across all sectors 
of economy, polity, society 
and governance and there-
fore summit such as the AI 
Summit is both significant 
and timely.” Misri said

“We will be interested in 
AI applications that are de-

signed developed deployed 
and used in safe humane 
responsible trustworthy 
manner,” he added.

Following the AI Sum-
mit, PM Modi will address 
the the India-France CEOs 
forum and will also travel 
Marseille.

Q3. 

pakistan’s pm Shehbaz Sharif 
is expressing his willingness 

to hold talks with india. in this 
context, how do you see the 

infiltrators’ actions?

  Q2. 

The purpose of the infiltrators 
was to target an indian post. 
Were they only firing randomly?

  Q4. 

the terrorist organization 
Jaish-e-Mohammed held 
a meeting in PoK with the 
approval of the Shehbaz 
government. What does this 
indicate?

Q1. 

The Indian Army killed 7 
Pakistani infiltrators at 

the LoC. is the pakistani 
Army supporting these 

infiltrators?

The Indian Army thwarted a Paki-
stani ambush at the LoC in Poonch 
on February 4-5, killing seven, 
including Al-Badr militants. The 

attack coincided with Pakistan’s 
‘Kashmir Solidarity Day.’ Despite 
peace talks, meetings between JeM 
and LeT leaders in PoK highlight 

contradictions. India asserts J&K’s 
integral status, linking peace with 
Pakistan to a terror-free environ-
ment.

87% of people think that the purpose of the infiltrators 
was to target an Indian post

THE DaIly gUaRDIan  SURvEy On  lOC EnCOUnTER aT J&K 
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sick. But rejected mine, literally saying my name is on a 
‘reject list’. And refusing to give explanation why,” Sawant 
said on X.

“We’re refusing to leave. They’re threatening to call the 
police on us.” Sawant staged a protest at the Seattle Indian 
Consulate, demanding answers and claiming that she was 
being targeted for her socialist views and criticism of the 
Indian government.

She alleged that her husband, Calvin Priest was granted 
an emergency visa to visit her ailing mother in Bengaluru, 
although her visa application was repeatedly rejected with-
out “explanation.”

“A Consular officer said I’m being denied a visa coz I’m 
on Modi govt’s ‘reject list.’ It’s clear why. My socialist City 
Council office passed a resolution condemning Modi’s anti-
Muslim anti-poor CAA-NRC citizenship law. We also won 
a historic ban on caste discrimination,” she posted on X.

Sawant, who has been a vocal critic of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) and the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC), believes the visa rejection is politically motivated.

“Workers Strike Back members & I are still at Seattle Indian 
Consulate, doing peaceful civil disobedience, demanding ex-
planation why my visa was rejected 3 times,” she wrote on X.

She also urged people and media to support her. “Please 
come now: 3101, Western Avenue, Suite 700,” she posted 
on X.

The X account India In Seattle posted, “Despite repeated 
requests, these individuals refused to leave the Consulate 
premises and engaged in aggressive and threatening behav-
iour with the Consulate staff.” 

The government has no current proposal to enhance finan-
cial assistance under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme or to extend its benefits to tenant 
farmers and agricultural laborers, Minister of State for Agri-
culture and Farmers Welfare, Ram Nath Thakur, informed 
the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday. This clarification comes 
amid growing demands for increased support for India’s 
farming community. The PM-KISAN scheme, launched in 
2019, currently provides an annual financial aid of Rs 6,000 
to eligible farmers, paid in three equal installments of Rs 
2,000 each. Responding to a query about a possible increase 
in this amount, the minister stated, “At present, there is no 
such proposal under consideration.”

The Department-related Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee (DRPSC), in its recent report, recommended increas-
ing the annual assistance provided under PM-KISAN from 
Rs 6,000 to Rs 12,000. The committee also suggested that 
seasonal incentives and benefits of the scheme be extended 
to tenant farmers and farm laborers, who currently fall out-
side its purview.

No proposal to hike
PM-Kisan assistance

ing that the ‘Gali Galoch party’ (Refer-
ring to the BJP) is getting more than 
55 seats. In the last two hours, 16 of 
our candidates have received calls 

that if they leave AAP and join their 
party, they will make them ministers 
and will give Rs. 15 crores to each of 
them,” Kejriwal said. “If his party is 
getting more than 55 seats then what 
is the need for him to call our candi-

dates? Obviously, these fake surveys 
have been conducted with the sole 
purpose of creating this atmosphere 
to break down some candidates. But 
you abusive people, not even one of our 
men will break down,” he added.
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Six people died and 16 oth-
ers sustained injuries in a 
road accident in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Indore district on 
Friday early morning, an of-
ficial said.

The accident occurred 
between a bike-mini-bus-
tanker near Manpur area 
located in Mhow tehsil in 
the district at around 4 am 
on Friday.Two people trav-
elling on a bike, residents 
of Madhya Pradesh, and 

two others died on the spot, 
while two more succumbed 
to injuries during treatment 
at hospital, the officer said.

Upon receiving the infor-
mation about the incident, 
the police reached the spot 
and sent the injured to the 
MY hospital in the district. 
A total of 16 people are un-
dergoing treatment.

Additional Collector Ro-
shan Rai said, “A road ac-
cident occurred between 
a bike, a mini-bus and a 
tanker near Manpur area in 
Mhow.

Amid multiple office bear-
ers of Shiv Sena (UBT) join-
ing Shinde Sena on Friday, 
the UBT chief Uddhav 
Thackeray dared Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde and 
Bharatiya Janata Party to 
“keep aside ED, CBI” and 
fight them directly.

Earlier today, around 
80 workers from Shiv 
Sena (UBT) and Congress 
switched over to Shiv Sena 
(Eknath Shinde), the Ma-
harashtra Deputy CM told 
reporters in Mumbai.

Reacting to this, Uddhav 
Thackeray took a strong jibe 
at Shinde and said, “If you 
(Eknath Shinde and BJP) 
are ‘Mard ki Aulad’(son of 
man) keep aside ED, CBI, 
Income Tax and Police and 
come and fight with us. We 
will show you which is the 
real Shiv Sena. If you try to 
break us now, we will break 
your head.”

Thackeray was address-
ing the ‘Shivbandhan’ pro-
gramme organised by par-
ty’s leader Ambadas Danve 
in Mumbai.

Earlier today, when asked 
about ‘Operation Tiger’, 
which is regarding multiple 
leaders of Shiv Sena (UBT) 
allegedly defecting to Shiv 
Sena (Eknath Shinde), the 
Deputy Chief Minister said 
that multiple MLAs are in 
touch with him.

“People want work. Those 
who come for work, their 
party does not look at them 
differently and works. Shiv 
Sena is the party of the tiger. 
One cannot become a tiger 
by wearing a tiger’s skin, 
one needs the heart of a ti-
ger,” he said.

Deputy CM Shinde also 
hit out at Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi, saying that 

the Maharashtra assembly 
results had “given a 440-
volt shock” to the Congress 
leader.

“This result has given 
Rahul Gandhi a 440-volt 
shock and he has not yet 
recovered from the shock of 
defeat,” he said.

On the initiative of MLA 
Bhavana Gawli, Akola Dis-
trict Chief of UBT group Vi-
jay Malokar, State Congress 
Secretary Dilip Bhojraj, 
Congress Washim District 
General Secretary Sachin 
Patil, Pramod Raut, Con-
gress Karanja Taluka Vice 
President Vijay Khaire, 
Bhau Thorat, Youth Con-
gress City President Praful 
Gavai and 75 workers joined 
Shiv Sena (Eknath Shinde) 
today.

The Deputy CM added, 
“Rahul Gandhi should ac-
cept defeat. The voters in 
Maharashtra have cleared 
the opposition and given a 
huge victory to the Mahayu-
ti, said Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Shinde. We are working 
to carry forward the ideas 
of Shiv Sena, which is 80 
percent social work and 20 
percent politics. 

The Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) Mumbai Zonal 
Unit has successfully dis-
mantled a major interna-
tional drug syndicate, seiz-
ing over 22 kg of high-quality 
narcotics and arresting four 
individuals, the agency con-
firmed in a statement on 
Friday.

The operation carried out 
on January 31 in Navi Mum-
bai, led to the recovery of 
11.54 kg of premium-grade 
cocaine, 4.9 kg of hybrid 
strain hydroponic weed/
ganja, 5.5 kg of cannabis 
gummies (200 packets), and 
Rs 1.6 lakh in cash.

Amit Ghawate, Additional 
Director of NCB Mumbai, 
confirmed the arrests of four 
individuals linked to the ille-
gal trade.

The operation was con-
ducted after intelligence de-
veloped following a January 
2025 seizure of 200 grams of 
cocaine from an internation-
al courier agency in Mumbai.

The parcel was destined 
for Australia, prompting a 
detailed investigation that 
led NCB to the source of the 
contraband in Navi Mumbai. 

Through a combination of 
human and technical intel-
ligence, officers successfully 
traced the supply network 
and intercepted the larger 
cache, added the statement 
from NCB.

NCB’s probe has revealed 
that the syndicate operates 
through individuals based 
abroad, sourcing contraband 
from the United States and 
distributing it across India 
and overseas via courier ser-
vices, small cargo shipments, 
and human carriers. The 
accused individuals used 
pseudonyms and remained 
anonymous to one another 
to evade detection.

Authorities are continuing 
investigations to trace the 
backward and forward link-
ages of the syndicate, aiming 
to dismantle the broader net-
work facilitating the illicit 
drug trade. 

After Karnataka High 
Court refused to transfer 
to the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) from the 
Lokayukta police the inves-
tigation into the alleged My-
suru Urban Development 
Authority (MUDA) scam, 
state BJP president BY Vi-
jayendra said that court has 
not acquitted Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah.

“High Court has sent back 
the matter to the lower 

court, and at the same time, 
it has cancelled the sum-
mons issued by the lower 
court also... Let us wait for 
the lower court to consider 
all the details and thus the 
verdict...

“...the scrapping of Muda 

Scam plea is a big relief to 
CM Siddaramaiah, but at 
the same time, High Court 
has not said that he and 
his family are not guilty... 
The issue pertaining to CBI 
investigation only has not 
been accepted by the High 
Court...,” the Karnataka BJP 
President said.

It is alleged that Siddara-
maiah has used his political 
influence to get compensa-
tion of 14 sites in the name 
of his wife BM Parvathi in 
lieu of three acres 16 guntas 
of land acquired by Mysuru 

The Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL) is set to take 
the centre stage at Aero India 
2025, showcasing its indige-
nous products and technolo-
gies at the India Pavilion, said 
the state-owned aerospace 
and defence company.

The five-day event, begin-
ning February 10 at Airforce 
Station Yelahanka, will feature 
HAL’s Light Utility Helicopter 

(LUH) and the CATS Warrior 
as the main attractions.

“HAL’s LUH to take centre 

stage, CATS Warrior Star of 
India Pavilion @AeroIndi-
ashow. HAL will showcase its 

indigenous products and tech-
nologies centred on the theme 
‘Innovate. Collaborate. Lead’ 
at Aero India 2025 beginning 
February 10 at Airforce Sta-
tion Yelahanka,” HAL posted 
on X.

This year’s theme for HAL’s 
participation is ‘Innovate. 
Collaborate. Lead’ highlights 
the company’s focus on in-
novation, collaboration, and 
leadership in the aerospace 
sector. The India Pavilion will 
showcase HAL’s cutting-edge 

technologies and products, 
demonstrating its capabilities 
in the design, development, 
and manufacturing of aircraft 
and helicopters.

The LUH, a state-of-the-art 
helicopter designed and de-
veloped by HAL, will be one 
of the star attractions at the 
show. The CATS Warrior, a fu-
turistic unmanned combat air 
vehicle, will also be displayed, 
showcasing HAL’s capabilities 
in the field of unmanned aerial 
vehicles.

In a case related to Tamil 
Nadu Governor RN Ravi 
withholding assent to sev-
eral Bills passed by the State 
legislature, Supreme Court on 
Friday heard arguments over 
Governor’s power to assent 
the billls.

The Attorney General of 
India (AG) R. Venkataramani, 
appearing on behalf of the 
Tamil Nadu Governor, perti-
nently submitted that when 
a bill passed by the State leg-
islature is found to be repug-
nant, there is no requirement 
to return the bill to the legisla-
ture for re-examination. The 
return of a bill applies only 
when defects in the bill are 
correctable, other than those 
related to repugnancy, the AG 
argued.

The AG was making the 
arguments before a Bench of 
Justices JB Pardiwala and R 
Mahadevan.

The Court asked the AG to 
clarify on another point on 
Article 201, which states that 
when a Bill is reserved for the 
consideration of the President 

(when the Governor reserves 
the bill for the President’s 
consideration), they must ei-
ther assent to it or withhold 
assent.

The Bench asked the AG if 
the President can immedi-
ately decline the Bill on the 
grounds of repugnancy, to 
which the AG answered “Yes, 
she can”.

The Court then asked the 
AG the decision to withhold 
assent to the Bill, rather than 
outright decline it. The Court 
pointed out that if the Bill 
were truly repugnant, assent 
should have been declined 
but the Bill was withheld.

In response, the AG argued 

that when the President with-
holds assent, it effectively ren-
ders the law stillborn, mean-
ing it cannot come into effect.

However, the AG clarified 
that when the President with-
holds assent, she is aware of 
the reasons behind it and can 
invoke a proviso allowing for 
further action. The Court told 
the AG that if it accepts his ar-
gument that a repugnant Bill 
doesn’t require return under 
the Constitutional provi-
sion, the State’s arguments 
regarding reconsideration, 
return, and assent (of a Bill) 
would fall to the ground. As 
per facts of the case, the Tamil 
Nadu government has filed a 

plea challenging the Tamil 
Nadu Governor’s decision in 
having withheld several bills, 
specifically in relation to ap-
pointments of Vice Chan-
cellors in State universities. 
During yesterday’s hearing 
in the matter, the counsels ap-
pearing for Tamil Nadu had 
vehemently argued that the 
Governor’s role with regard 
to Bills passed by the legisla-
ture is only recommendatory 
in nature and is governed by 
the Constitutional provi-
sions. The Governor is not 
super government or a super 
legislature and thus he cannot 
act arbitrarily in withholding 
bills, it was argued.

Guv not required to return ‘repugnant 
Bill’: AG to SC amid row in TN

Four held in drug syndicate bust, 
over 22 kg narcotics seized 

Siddaramaiah not acquitted: BJP after 
HC rejects CBI probe into MUDA scam

6 killed, 16 injured in road 
accident in Indore

Aero India: HAL’s LUH, CATS Warrior to be showstoppers

 Samajwadi Party chief alleges that the ‘BJP ne Kumbh ki hi aag lagadi’
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Keep aside ED, CBI and fight: Uddhav slams 
Shinde amid crossover of party workers

Making a staunch 
criticism after a 
couple of fire inci-

dents at the ongoing Maha 
Kumbh, Samajwadi Party 
chief Akhilesh Yadav al-
leged that the BJP has set 
“Mahakumbh on fire.”

In a brief encounter with 
the media, when asked 
about the fire that broke 
out at Maha Kumbh Mela 
Kshetra on Friday morning 
Yadav said, “Sachchai yeh 
hai ki BJP ne Kumbh mein 
aag lagadi, Kumbh ki hi aag 
lagadi... (Truth is that BJP 
has set Kumbh on fire)”

Meanwhile, the fire that 
broke out in the Maha 
Kumbh Mela Kshetra has 
been brought under control. 
As many as 20-22 tents were 
burnt in this fire incident, 
however, no injury or loss 
of life was reported in the 
incident. Chief Fire Officer 

Pramod Sharma, stated that 
the fire started from the ISK-
CON tent and simultane-
ously brought several tents 
under it. “The fire has been 
brought under control. It 
began from ISKCON and 
then other tents also caught 
fire. There has been no loss 
of lives or burn injuries... 
20-22 tents are burnt,” CFO 

Pramod Sharma said.  A 
police official said that the 
reason behind the fire is be-
ing investigated.

SP city Sarvesh Kumar 
Mishra said, “The fire has 
been brought under con-
trol. There has been no loss 
of lives. The reason behind 
the fire is under investiga-
tion.”

This incident comes on the 
heels of another fire that oc-
curred last week, where 
15 tents in an open area in 
Prayagraj caught fire. The 
incident happened in the 
Chatnag Ghat Police Sta-
tion area. Fortunately, no 
casualties were reported, 
and the fire was quickly 
brought under control. The 

tents were later found to be 
unauthorised.

Previous incidents at the 
Maha Kumbh include a fire 
caused by an explosion of 
cooking gas cylinders, as 
well as a tragic stampede 
that resulted in 30 deaths 
and 60 injuries on January 
29. Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment announced financial 
assistance of Rs 25 lakh for 
the families of the deceased.

UP Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath has also ordered 
a judicial inquiry and said 
that a judicial committee 
will submit its report to the 
state government within a 
time limit. MahakKumbh, 
which started on January 
13, will continue till Febru-
ary 26.

The remaining significant 
‘snan’ dates in Maha Kumbh 
are February 12 (Maghi 
Purnima), and February 26 
(Maha Shivaratri). 

Akhilesh slAms BJP for fire 
incidents At mAhA kumBh
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SC dismisses 
PIL for postal 
ballot rights for 
students

The Supreme Court on 
Friday dismissed a Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) re-
lating to the issue of postal 
ballots facilities for students 
living outside their resident 
constituency.

A bench of Chief Justice 
of India Sanjiv Khanna 
and Justice Sanjay Kumar 
dismissed the plea saying 
that the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) already 
provides a mechanism for 
students residing outside 
their constituency to regis-
ter as voters at their current 
location.

The apex court was hear-
ing a plea by filed by one 
Arnab Kumar Mullick seek-
ing postal ballot rights for 
students residing outside 
their native places.

During the hearing, the 
apex court pointed out that 
the current postal ballot sys-
tem is reserved for specific 
categories such as defence 
personnel and the elderly.

CJI cited an example say-
ing Justice Kumar travelled 
back home to cast his vote.

TDG NETWORK
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Multiple Shiv Sena (UBT) 
and Congress workers 
joined the Shinde Sena on 
Friday, in the presence of 
Maharasthra Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde. 
Around 80 workers from 
both the parties switched 
over to Shinde Sena, sources 
said.

“Many office bearers of 
Uddhav Thackeray Shiv 
Sena from Bhiwandi, Kaly-
an and Thane districts have 
joined Shiv Sena today. 
People have faith in Shiv 
Sena...We will make sure 
that those who sit at home 
remain at home. When they 
lose, they blame EVMs,” 
Eknath Shinde told report-
ers in Mumbai.

Talking about Mahayuti 
alliance’s victory in the Ma-
harashtra assembly elec-
tion, Shinde said, “In the 
Maharashtra assembly elec-
tions, there was not a wave 
but a great wave of beloved 
sisters in the state. Beloved 
sisters, beloved brothers 
voted in large numbers. 
They showed a good match 
to their half-brothers in the 
opposition party and gave 
the grand alliance a historic 
victory.”

On the initiative of MLA 
Bhavana Gawli, Akola 
District Chief of Ubatha 
group Vijay Malokar, State 
Congress Secretary Dilip 

Bhojraj, Congress Washim 
District General Secretary 
Sachin Patil, Pramod Raut, 
Congress Karanja Taluka 
Vice President Vijay Khaire, 
Bhau Thorat, Youth Con-
gress City President Praful 
Gavai and 75 workers joined 
Shiv Sena (Eknath Shinde).

Meanwhile, taking a jibe 
Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi, the Maharashtra depu-
ty chief minster said, “This 
result has given Rahul Gan-
dhi a 440-volt shock and he 
has not yet recovered from 
the shock of defeat.”

Shinde claimed that Rahul 
Gandhi’s Congress was star-
ing at defeat in Delhi assem-
bly elections and thus was 
making allegations against 
the results of the Maharash-
tra assembly polls that was 
held in November last year.

The Deputy CM said, “Ra-
hul Gandhi should accept 
defeat. The voters in Maha-
rashtra have cleared the op-
position and given a huge 
victory to the Mahayuti, 

said Deputy Chief Minister 
Shinde. We are working to 
carry forward the ideas of 
Shiv Sena, which is 80 per-
cent social work and 20 per-
cent politics. The assembly 
elections proved that people 
need people who work, not 
people who make accusa-
tions and curses every day.”

“In the Maharashtra as-
sembly elections, there 
was not a wave but a great 
wave of beloved sisters in 
the state. Beloved sisters, 
beloved brothers voted in 
large numbers. 

They showed a good match 
to their half-brothers in the 
opposition party and gave 
the grand alliance a historic 
victory. This result has given 
Rahul Gandhi a 440-volt 
shock and he has not yet 
recovered from the shock of 
defeat,” Shinde said.

In Muktagiri today, UBT 
and Congress workers 
from rural areas including 
Washim, Karanja, Chhatra-
pati Sambhaji Nagar, Akola, 
Bhiwandi, Kalyan joined 
Shiv Sena in the presence of 
Eknath Shinde.

Hundreds of UBT workers 
from rural areas including 
Malogaon Taluka, Chhatra-
pati Sambhaji Nagar, Akola, 
Bhiwandi, Kalyan joined 
Shiv Sena today. Also, UBT 
(Sena) Kerala State Chief N. 
Bhuvanchandran also also 
took up the bow and arrow 
of Shiv Sena today.

Many UBT Sena, Cong workers 
have joined us: Shinde
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The operation 
was conducted 

after intelligence 
developed following 

a January 2025 
seizure of 200 grams 

of cocaine from 
an international 
courier agency 

in Mumbai.

‘20-22 TENTs WERE buRNT, NO lOss Of livEs’
n The fire that broke out in the 

Maha Kumbh Mela Kshetra on 
Friday has been brought under 
control. As many as 20-22 tents 
were burnt in this fire incident, 
however, no injury or loss of life 
was reported in the incident

n Chief Fire Officer Pramod Shar-
ma, stated that the fire started 
from the ISKCON tent and simultaneously brought several tents under it.

n SP city Sarvesh Kumar Mishra said, “The fire has been brought under control. 
There has been no loss of lives. The reason behind the fire is under investiga-
tion.”
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‘Speak logically’: 
Sandeep Dikshit on 
Kejriwal’s allegations

Congress New Delhi can-
didate Sandeep Dikshit on 
Friday came down heavily 
on Aam Aadmi Party chief 
Arvind Kejriwal over his al-
legations that the BJP had 
attempted to poach 16 of 
AAP’s candidates ahead of 
the Delhi Assembly election 
results on February 8.

Reacting to the issue, 
Dikshit asked Kejriwal 
if he knows which can-
didate would became 
MLA, and suggested the 
former chief minister 
should “speak logically.” 

“Their mysteries remain 
a mystery, you never get 
proof for the same...Which 
MLA has received a phone 
call? Do you even know who 
would be an MLA?...If a 
party has to even offer them 
money, who would they call 
up?... Speak logically. Why 
are you nervous?...” Dikshit 
told.

Targetting Kejriwal, the 
Congress New Delhi can-
didate said, “If you are get-
ting 55-60 seats, there is no 
meaning of a phone call. If 
BJP is getting 45-50 seats, 
there is no meaning of a 
phone call. If Congress is 
getting 40 seats, there is no 

The Chief Electoral Officer 
of Delhi on Friday refuted 
claims of Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) chief Arvind Kejri-
wal, who alleged that the 
Election Commission (EC) 
had not provided booth-
wise voting data in assembly 
constituencies, with the poll 
body saying that Conduct of 
Election Rules, 1961 has been 
“complied in letter and spir-
it” at every polling station.

In response to the allega-
tions of the AAP chief, the 
Delhi CEO’s office posted 
a statement saying, “As per 
Rule 49S of the Conduct of 
Election Rules 1961, all the 
Presiding Officer had fur-

nished the account of votes 
recorded in Form 17C to ev-
ery Polling Agent present at 
the polling station on the day 
of poll, February 5, 2025.”

Earlier in the day, Kejri-
wal alleged that the Election 
Commission has refused 
to upload Form 17C, which 
gives booth-wise the total 
number of votes polled in 
each assembly election.

“EC has refused to upload 
form 17C and the number 
of votes polled per booth in 
each assembly despite sev-
eral requests. Aam Aadmi 
Party has made a website, 
where we have uploaded all 
the form 17C of every assem-
bly,” read a post by Kejriwal.

The Rule 49S part (1) of the 
Conduct of Election Rules, 

1961 states, “The presiding 
officer shall at the close of 
the poll prepare an account 
of votes recorded in Form 
17C and enclose it in a sepa-
rate cover with the words 
‘Account of votes recorded’ 
superscribed thereon.”

The 2nd part of Rule 49S 
says that the presiding of-
ficer shall furnish a copy 
of Form 17C to every poll-
ing agent. “The presiding 
officer shall furnish every 
polling agent present at the 
close of the poll a true copy 
of the entries made in Form 
17C after obtaining a receipt 
from the said polling agent 
therefor and shall attest it as 
a true copy,” part (2) of Rule 
49S of Conduct of Election 
rules states. 

A woman from Bihar’s Sa-
mastipur gave birth to a 
baby girl in a train coach at 
Anand Vihar Railway Sta-
tion in Delhi with the help 
of Railway Protection Force 
(RPF).

R P F  S u b -I n s p e c t o r 
Naveen Kumari, who was 
on duty on Thursday at the 
time, swiftly responded to 
the situation, coordinating 
with a police constable and 
fellow passengers to help 
with the delivery before ar-

ranging for the mother and 
child to be transferred to a 
hospital for further care.

“I was on duty when 
I got the information. I 
called the ambulance. A 
lady from Bihar’s Samas-

tipur was having labour 
pain. With the help of a 
police constable and other 
women in the coach, we 
helped in the delivery and 
later we sent them to hos-
pital,” Kumari told ANI. 

RPF inspector Shailendra 
Kumar said that both moth-
er and child are doing well. 
“We received the informa-
tion from a train that goes 
to Saharsa from Anand 
Vihar, about the labour 
pain of the woman. Our 
lady Sub-Inspector, along 
with other staff went there 
and with the help of other 
women in coach, the deliv-
ery was done. Later, an am-
bulance came and we sent 
them to the hospital. Both 
newborn and the mother 
are doing well,” he said. 
In 2024, a woman gave 

birth to a baby on a Telan-
gana State Road Transport 
Corporation (TGSRTC) bus 
with the help of the bus con-
ductor and fellow women 
passengers.

The woman was identi-
fied as Shweta Ratnam 
and the bus conductor 
was identified as R Saroja. 
The woman experienced 
intense labour pains while 
travelling on a 1Z RTC bus 
from Musheerabad Depot. 
She had boarded the bus at 
Aramghar, but the situation 
escalated as the bus reached 
Bahadurpura.

Delhi CEO refutes Kejriwal’s allegation 

RPF pitches in with help for woman in labour
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Huts gutted 
in the slum 
fire in Rohini

A fire broke out at a slum 
cluster near Upvan Apart-
ment in Sector 28, Rohini 
on Friday.

According to the Delhi 
Fire Service, 12 fire tenders 
have been rushed to the 
site and no casualties have 
been reported as of now. 
T h e  f i r e  s p r e a d  t o 
20 huts  in  the  s lum 
and a  scrap godown. 
More details are awaited. 
On February 3, a fire broke 
out at a factory in Delhi’s 
Bawana area under the ju-
risdiction of the Delhi State 
Industrial and Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpo-
ration Ltd. (DSIIDC).

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi 

Indian Navy's capstone Theatre Level Operational Exercise (TROPEX) is underway in the Indian Ocean Region, on Friday. 
(ANI)

‘They have lost their mental 
balance’: BJP’s Sachdeva 

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
national convenor Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday accused 
the Election Commission of 
India (ECI) of “refusing to 
upload” Form 17C, which 
provides the data of the total 
number of votes polled by 
the Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs) in each Delhi 
Assembly constituency. 

“EC has refused to up-
load form 17C and number 
of votes polled per booth 
in each assembly despite 
several requests,” the AAP 
chief said in a post on X (for-
merly Twitter). 

The  party  has  a lso 
launched a website, where 
they have claimed to have 
uploaded copies of Form 
17C provided to AAP for ev-
ery assembly constituency.

The AAP chief also claims 
that they will be presenting 
the data of every assembly 
constituency and every 
polling booth which was 
set up in the national capi-
tal during the February 5 
election, and criticising the 
ECI for not doing the same 
“in the interest of transpar-
ency.”

“Through the day, we will 
present the data of every as-
sembly and every booth in 

a tabulated format as well 
so that every voter can ac-
cess this information. This 
is something that the elec-
tion commission should 
have done in the interest 
of transparency but it is 
unfortunate that they are 
refusing to do it,” the post 
added. 

Earlier, on Thursday, the 
AAP national convenor, 
and candidate for New Del-
hi Assembly constituency 
alleged that the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is trying 
to poach the candidates of 
AAP, offering them Rs 15 
crore each. BJP has vehe-
mently denied the allega-
tions. 

“Some agencies are show-
ing that the ‘Gali Galoch 
party’ (Referring to the 
BJP) is getting more than 55 
seats. In the last two hours, 
16 of our candidates have 
received calls that if they 
leave AAP and join their 
party, they will make them 
ministers and will give Rs. 
15 crores to each of them,” 
Kejriwal said.

“If his party is getting 
more than 55 seats then 
what is the need for him to 
call our candidates? Obvi-
ously, these fake surveys 
have been conducted with 
the sole purpose of creating 
this atmosphere to break 
down some candidates.

The Airports Authority of India (AAI) has 
announced the successful completion of air-
space design and flight procedures for the 
Navi Mumbai International Airport and 
Noida International Airport (Jewar).

This achievement underscored AAI's ex-
pertise in managing complex airspace con-
figurations, especially for airports situated 
near some of the busiest aviation hubs in the 
country, said a press release issued by the 
AAI. This milestone is pivotal in enhancing 
operational efficiency at these new airports, 
paving the way for future growth in one of 

the world's most dynamic aviation markets. 
As India's Air Navigation Service Provider 
(ANSP), AAI is entrusted with the man-
agement of Air Navigation Services across 
the nation, including at the upcoming air-
ports at Navi Mumbai and Noida (Jewar). 
The AAIs airspace as well as the flight pro-
cedure design team has meticulously crafted 
the airspace and Instrument Flight Proce-
dures (IFPs) for the Navi Mumbai and Noida 
International (Jewar) Airport projects.

These procedures are designed to opti-
mise flight efficiency, significantly reducing 
emissions, track miles, and flight times for 
the multitude of daily flights traversing the 
Delhi-Mumbai air corridors.

fire broke out at the Okh-
la landfill site on Friday. 
Videos purporting to show 
smoke billowing from the 
landfill became widely cir-
culated on social media. 
Following the information, 
eight fire tenders reached 
the spot and efforts are un-
derway to douse the fire.

"We received a call re-
garding a fire at the Okhla 
landfill around 2:45 pm. 
Eight fire engines were 
sent to the spot and efforts 
to douse the flames are 
underway," Delhi Fire Ser-
vices official said, according 
to news agency PTI report. 
The local  police have 
a l s o  b e e n  i n f o r m e d . 
Earlier, in the day a fire 
broke out at a slum cluster 

near Upvan Apartment in 
Sector 28, Rohini. Accord-
ing to the Delhi Fire Service, 
12 fire tenders were rushed 
to the site and no casual-
ties have been reported as 
of now.

T h e  f i r e  s p r e a d  t o 
2 0  hu ts  i n  th e  s lu m 
and a  scrap godown.  
In January, nearly 250 
residents were evacuated 
after a fire broke out in 
a five-storey building in 
Maharashtra's Thane city. 
No one was injured in the 

blaze which erupted at 
around 5 am in a laundry 
shop on the ground floor of 
the building located at Sri-
nagar in Wagle Estate area, 
Thane Municipal Corpora-
tion's disaster management 
cell chief Yasin Tadvi had 
said. After being alerted, lo-
cal fire personnel and the re-
gional disaster management 
cell team members rushed to 
the spot to carry out the fire 
extinguishing operations 
and evacuated the building 
occupants, he had said.

Kejriwal accuses ECI of not 
uploading booth-wise data

AAI completes airspace design 
for Navi Mumbai, Noida airports

Fire breaks out at Okhla landfill site
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AAP leAders huddle At KejriwAl’s 
residence AheAd of counting

Aam Aadmi Party 
leaders on Friday 
arrived at party 

chief Arvind Kejriwal’s 
residence in Delhi to take 
part in the meeting be-
ing held ahead of the As-
sembly Election results 
scheduled tomorrow. 
Delhi Chief Minister and 
AAP’s Kalkaji candidate 
Atishi and Patparganj can-
didate Awadh Ojha also 
arrived for the meeting at 5, 
Ferozeshah road (Kejriwal 
residence).

Party MP Sanjay Singh 
said, “Let the meeting be-
gin...The agenda is that 
we have to win tomorrow 
with a thumping majority.” 
AAP candidate from Shah-
dara, Jitender Singh Shunty 
emphasized that they all are 
with Arvind Kejriwal and 
exuded confidence that the 
party will form the govern-
ment in the national capital. 
“Let us speak with the par-
ty. We will then speak with 
you. Surveys that are com-
ing in have all been manu-

factured by them (BJP), 
to mislead the people...
We are completely with 
Arvind Kejriwal...We will 
discuss preparations for 
the counting, how to not 
get misled if someone at-
tempts it...We are confident 
of Arvind Kejriwal’s victory. 
AAP will form the govern-

ment,” Shunty told media. 
AAP candidate from Mus-
tafabad, Adil Ahmed Khan 
asserted that he is the “sol-
dier” of Arvind Kejriwal.

“Everyone knows that 
I am a soldier of Arvind 
Kejriwal...Every Bureau 
belongs to the BJP they 
can go anywhere. BJP 

has used all of its agen-
cies in these elections, this 
is shameful,” Khan said. 
On Thursday, Kejriwal 
claimed that the BJP called 
16 of its candidates to leave 
Aam Aadmi Party and join 
the BJP.

“Some agencies are show-
ing that the ‘Gali Galoch 

party’ (Referring to the 
BJP) is getting more than 55 
seats. In the last two hours, 
16 of our candidates have 
received calls that if they 
leave AAP and join their 
party, they will make them 
ministers and will give Rs. 
15 crores to each of them,” 
Kejriwal said.

“If the party is getting 
more than 55 seats then 
what is the need for him to 
call our candidates? Obvi-
ously, these fake surveys 
have been conducted with 
the sole purpose of creating 
this atmosphere to break 
down some candidates. 
But you abusive people, 
not even one of our men 
will break down,” Kejriwal 
wrote.

Exit polls have varied in 
their predictions regard-
ing the margin of the BJP’s 
victory.  One poll suggested 
that BJP could win 51-60 
out of 70 assembly seats in 
Delhi, while two other polls 
predicted an AAP victory. 
Votes will be counted on 
February 8. AAP has domi-
nated the last two assembly 
polls in Delhi.

Leaders expressed optimism about securing a majority
TdG NETWORK
New Delhi

Delhi BJP President Viren-
draa Sachdeva on Friday 
launched a sharp criticism 
of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leaders including former 
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal and Sanjay Singh, stat-
ing that they have lost their 
“mental balance.”

This comes after Arvind 
Kejriwal and Sanjay Singh 
alleged that BJP is attempt-
ing to poach its MLAs. 
The Delhi BJP President 
further warned the leaders 
of legal action if they failed 
to submit any evidence. 
Speaking to ANI, Sachdeva 
said, “Be it Sanjay Singh or 

any other AAP leader, they 
have lost their mental bal-
ance. They will have to give 
evidence of such mean alle-
gations that they have made. 

Delhi BJP is going to the 
Anti-Corruption Bureau - 
to file a complaint against 
them... If they don’t give the 
evidence, they will have to 
face legal action. Atishi is 

still on bail in a similar case. 
Arvind Kejriwal had apolo-
gised to our leaders. Now 
this is their turn (other AAP 
leader). BJP is going to form a 
double-engine govt in Delhi.” 
On Thursday,  Kejriw-
al claimed that the BJP 
called 16 of its candidates 
t o  l e ave  A a m  A ad m i 
Party and join the BJP. 
“Some agencies are showing 
that the ‘Gali Galoch party’ 
(Referring to the BJP) is get-
ting more than 55 seats. In 
the last two hours, 16 of our 
candidates have received 
calls that if they leave AAP 
and join their party, they 
will make them ministers 
and will give Rs. 15 crores to 
each of them,” Kejriwal said.
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keY PoINTS

n Attendees: Delhi CM and AAP 
candidates Atishi (Kalkaji) 
and Awadh Ojha (Patparganj) 
were present, along with par-
ty MP Sanjay Singh and other 
leaders.

n AAP’s Confidence: Lead-
ers expressed optimism 
about securing a majority. 
MP Sanjay Singh stated, “We 
have to win with a thumping  
majority.”

n Kejriwal’s Allegation: The Delhi CM accused BJP of attempting to poach 16 
AAP candidates with offers of ministerial positions and ₹15 crore each.

n Exit Polls Mixed: While one poll projected BJP winning 51-60 out of 70 seats, 
others indicated an AAP victory.

n Past Performance: AAP has dominated the last two Delhi Assembly elections.
n Election Results: Vote counting is scheduled for February 8.

The party has also launched a website, 
where they have claimed to have uploaded 
copies of Form 17C provided to AAP 
for every assembly constituency.
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The Delhi High Court on 
Friday ruled against the 
use of logos and images re-
lated to Ratan Tata and Tata 
Trusts, acknowledging that 
Tata is a well-known trade-
mark and that the late Ratan 
Tata is a prominent figure 
deserving of name protec-
tion.

Justice Mini Pushkarna’s 
bench, while hearing a law-
suit filed by the Sir Ratan 
Tata Trust and Tata Sons 
Pvt Ltd issued an injunction 
against Rajat Srivastava, 
who had been planning to 
organize an award ceremo-
ny named the ‘Ratan Tata 
Icon Award.’

According to the lawsuit, 
the defendants, despite be-
ing notified, choose to con-
tinue to advertise and pub-
licize an unauthorized event 
and award, falsely claiming 

support by and association 
with the Tata Trusts and 
its former Chairman, late 
Ratan N Tata.

During the proceedings, 
the defendants agreed to 
cancel the awards event and 
refrain from using Ratan 
Tata’s name.

Taking note of this sub-
mission, the court also 
sought an undertaking from 
the defendants regarding 
compliance and scheduled 
a follow-up for February 12.

The plaintiffs, Tata, were 
represented by Senior Ad-
vocate Rajeev Nayar. The 
lawsuit was filed through 
the law firm Anand and 
Anand, with representa-
tion by Pravin Anand and 

Achuthan Sreekumar.
According to the suit, 

upon learning about the De-
fendants’ unauthorized and 
misleading events sched-
uled for February 10, 2025, 
at the Constitutional Club 
of India and Maharash-
tra Sadan, New Delhi, the 
Plaintiffs sent a representa-
tive to verify the Defendants’ 
claims. When the represen-
tative inquired at Maha-
rashtra Sadan, they were 
informed that no such event 
was known to them and that 
the posts using their institu-
tion’s name were unauthor-
ized and surprising.

Conversely, at the Con-
stitutional Club of India, 
the representative was told 
that there was a booking 
under Defendant Rajat 
Srivastava’s name, but the 
officials did not provide any 
additional details about the 
booking or event. 

Schools in Delhi and NCR 
received bomb threats on 
Friday, prompting immedi-
ate closures and a switch to 
online classes.

A guardian of one student 
shared that they received 
news of the closure and 
online classes just today, 
suspecting it was due to the 
bomb threat.

“School administration is 
saying that school is closed 
today, and the classes will 
run online... They said 
nothing, but I think it’s be-
cause of the bomb threat,” 
he said.

Earlier today, several 
schools in Delhi and Noida 
received a bomb threat. 
The police have started an 
investigation and Standard 
Operating Procedure (SoP) 
is being followed.

Ahlcon International 
School in Delhi’s Mayur 
Vihar-1 informed Pandav 
Nagar police station that an 

email was received through 
email to the principal of the 
school today regarding a 
bomb threat.

According to the police, 
the information was pro-
vided at 6:40 am. It was 
shared with the control 
room. The bomb disposal 
squad of East District was 
informed accordingly. Sta-
tion Head Officer (SHO) 
Pandav Nagar along with 
staff reached the school.

The Bomb Disposal Squad 
(BDS) checked the school 
premises and nothing sus-
picious was found.

The Principal of the school 
also informed the parents 
through email that due to 
the threat to the safety of 
students, the campus would 
be closed on Friday.

Shiv Nadar School in Noi-
da also received a threat. Af-
terwards, the Noida police, 
bomb squad, fire brigade, 
Dog Squad, and BDDS team 
immediately checked all the 
places.

The air quality in the nation-
al capital improved and was 
recorded in the ‘moderate’ 
category on Friday morning.

The improvement in the 
air quality comes after the 
AQI remained in the poor 
category in the previous 
days.

The overall AQI was re-
corded as 170 at 8 am on 
Friday, February 7, accord-
ing to the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB).

Earlier this week, the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) issued a weather 
warning for dense fog at 
isolated places over Punjab, 
Haryana, Chandigarh, and 
western Uttar Pradesh.

The Central Pollution 
Control Board reported 
that the AQI in the national 
capital stood at a “poor” air 
quality level after the fog 
conditions.

The Commission for 
Air Quality Management 
(CAQM) on February 3 de-
cided to lift the restrictions 
imposed under Stage-III of 
the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP) with im-
mediate effect in Delhi and 
surrounding National Cap-
ital Region (NCR) after the 
AQI in the national capital 
showed improvement.

The CAQM’s decision 
came as the AQI in Delhi 
was recorded at 286 on Feb-
ruary 3, 2025, which was 64 
points below the 350 mark 
required to implement 
Stage-III measures, as per 
the Supreme Court’s direc-
tives.

The actions under stages I 
and II of the extant schedule 
of GRAP however remains 
invoked and implemented.

All implementing agen-
cies have been asked to 
keep strict vigil and inten-
sify measures under the two 
stages of the extant schedule 
of GRAP.

Moreover, construction 
and demolition project sites 

etc. which have been issued 
specific closure orders on 
account of non-compliance 
with various statutory di-
rections, rules, and guide-
lines under no circum-
stances shall resume their 
operations without any 
specific order to this effect 
from the commission.

“We must record here that 
if the Commission finds that 
the AQI goes above 35O, as 
a precautionary measure, 
Stage-III measures will 
have to be immediately 
implemented. If the AQI 
crosses 400 on a given day, 
Stage-IV measures will 
have to be reintroduced,” 
the order read. 

HC prohibits use of logos, images associated 
with Ratan Tata and Tata Trusts Schools closed, 

classes held online

Delhi air quality improves 
to ‘moderate’ category

Murdered youth's body discovered in abandoned company Tantrik arrested for rape of woman and her minor daughter

Delhi Police have bust-
ed a “Digital Arrest” 
scam, arresting five 

Indian operatives working 
for a Chinese company op-
erating from Jhansi.

The accused impersonated 
law enforcement officers, 
threatening victims with 
arrest unless they trans-
ferred large sums of money, 
according to the police state-
ment.

The arrests were made 
after an 81-year-old retired 
Army personnel, Gopal, 
complained with the Delhi 
Police.

Gopal had received a call 
from the scammers, claim-
ing he was involved in a 
money laundering case and 
would be arrested unless he 
transferred Rs. 15 lakhs to a 
DBS bank account.

The investigation revealed 
that the scammers operated 
from Jhansi, opening multi-
ple bank accounts in unsus-
pecting individuals’ names.

The accused - Imran 
Qureshi, Asad Qureshi, 
Dev Sagar, Javed, and Ab-

hishek Yadav - worked for 
a Chinese company, with 
Abhishek Yadav, the master-
mind, arrested from Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh, said the 
police.

Abhishek Yadav was in 
contact with the Chinese 

company through Telegram 
and had supplied them with 
over a hundred bank ac-
counts.

The Delhi Police recovered 
11 smartphones, 6 ATMs, 
one laptop, and several 
bank account cheque books 

from the accused. Further 
investigation is underway 
to uncover the extent of the 
scam and other individu-
als’ involvement.This bust 
comes after the Directorate 
of Enforcement’s (ED) Chen-
nai zonal office arrested two 

people in connection with a 
similar “digital arrest” scam 
in January, where accused 
allegedly defrauded people 
using mule accounts and 
converted illicit cash into 
cryptocurrency.

ED had started investigat-
ing the alleged scam after a 
complaint by a senior citizen 
to Chennai Police, mention-
ing that the two scammers 
defrauded the person of Rs 
33 Lakh.

“Both suspects played a 
key role in managing mule 
accounts, converting illicit 
cash into cryptocurrency, 
and transferring it over-
seas,” read a statement by 
ED. Earlier, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi asserted 
the need to repeatedly make 
people understand that 
there is no provision named 
digital arrest in the govern-
ment. This is completely 
false and a conspiracy to 
trap people, he said on the 
dangers of the rising cyber 
scam in which fraudsters 
impersonate law enforce-
ment or government officials 
to intimidate victims and ex-
tort money.

DELHI POLICE BUSTS ‘DIGITAL 
ARREST’ SYNDICATE, FIVE HELD

 A tragic incident occurred at 
the Delhi Public School (DPS) 
when a wall collapsed while 
laborers were digging a pit for 
a swimming pool lintel, result-
ing in the deaths of two work-
ers. The deceased have been 
identified as Baboolal (50) and 
Lal Diwan (45) from Hamir-
pur. Another injured laborer 
was rushed to Kailash Hospi-
tal by the Surajpur police.

The swimming pool, located 
near the school’s boundary 

wall, is used by students, while 
residents of nearby high-rise 
societies often observe the 
students during their practice 
sessions. To provide shade for 
the children during the hot 
summer months, the contrac-
tor was tasked with erecting 
columns and placing a lintel 
over the swimming pool area.

Around 2:30 PM on Friday, 
while digging a pit for the 
columns, a seven-foot high, 
nine-inch thick wall col-
lapsed onto the laborers. The 
workers were trapped under 
the debris, leading to chaos at 

the scene. Bystanders quickly 
worked to remove the rubble 
and rescue the trapped la-
borers, Durga Prasad (50), 
Lal Diwan, and Baboolal. All 
three were taken to the hos-
pital, where Baboolal and Lal 
Diwan were pronounced dead 
during treatment.

The families of the deceased 
have accused the contractor 
and the school administra-
tion of negligence and are 
demanding action against 
them, as well as appropriate 
compensation.

Additional DCP Central 

Noida, Hridesh Katheria, 
confirmed that the contractor 
has been detained and stated 
that necessary actions will be 
taken upon receiving a formal 
complaint from the families. 
Sandhya Awasthi, the prin-
cipal of DPS, mentioned that 
she was out of town and was 
unaware of the incident.

Previous Incidents of Neg-
ligence This incident is not 
the first of its kind in the city. 
There have been multiple ac-
cidents at construction sites 
due to negligence, resulting 
in the loss of workers' lives. 

Contractors and manage-
ment often overlook the safe-
ty of laborers, leading to such 
tragic occurrences. Workers 
are frequently not provided 
with essential safety equip-
ment, such as helmets, safe-
ty shoes to prevent slips and 
injuries from falling objects, 
and safety belts for those 
working at heights. Addi-
tionally, high-visibility jack-
ets, gloves, dust masks, and 
safety goggles are necessary 
to protect workers from vari-
ous hazards on construction 
sites.

A new bomb threat sent to 
schools in Delhi and NCR 
has prompted an investiga-
tion, with Noida Police sus-
pecting student mischief, 
particularly since exams are 
underway.

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Ram Badan Singh 
stated that the latest threat 
differs from previous ones, 
written in a South Indian 
language, and nothing sus-
picious was found after a 
thorough check

Speaking to reporters, 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (DCP) of Noida, Ram 
Badan Singh said, “...We 
have checked thoroughly; 
nothing was found. Exams 
are going on, and hence, I 
think it was done by any 
student. It’s different from 
threats that were sent ear-
lier; it’s written in South 
Indian (language). Further 
investigation is going on”

The threat led to imme-
diate school closures and 
a switch to online classes. 
Parents were informed 
about the closure, with one 
guardian suspecting the 

bomb threat was the reason.
“School administration is 

saying that school is closed 
today, and the classes will 
run online... They said noth-
ing, but I think it’s because 
of the bomb threat,” he said.

Earlier, several schools in 
Delhi and Noida received 
similar threats, prompting 
police investigations and 
Standard Operating Proce-
dure (SoP) implementation.

Ahlcon International 
School in Delhi’s Mayur 
Vihar-1 informed Pandav 
Nagar police station that an 
email was received through 
email to the principal of the 
school today regarding a 
bomb threat.

According to the police, 
the information was provid-
ed at 6:40 am. It was shared 
with the control room. The 
bomb disposal squad of 

East District was informed 
accordingly. Station Head 
Officer (SHO) Pandav Nagar 
along with staff reached the 
school.

The Bomb Disposal Squad 
(BDS) checked the school 
premises and nothing sus-
picious was found.

The Principal of the school 
also informed the parents 
through email that due to 
the threat to the safety of 
students, the campus would 
be closed on Friday.

Shiv Nadar School in Noi-
da also received a threat. Af-
terwards, the Noida police, 
bomb squad, fire brigade, 
Dog Squad, and BDDS team 
immediately checked all the 
places.

St Stephens College in 
North Delhi was also among 
the educational institutions 
that received the threat.

Wall collapse  at construction site claims lives of two labourers

Police suspect student mischief behind bomb threats

 A shocking incident has 
come to light in the DLF 
Phase-1 area, where the body 
of a young man was found 
dumped in an abandoned 
company. Upon receiving the 
information, police officials, 
along with fingerprint experts 
and a dog squad, arrived at the 
scene to investigate. The iden-
tity of the deceased has not yet 

been established.
According to reports, the vic-

tim had visible head injuries 
and was found lying under 
cotton and a cloth. Subhash 

Negi, an administrative ex-
ecutive at Solis Realty Private 
Limited, filed a complaint with 
the DLF Phase-1 police. He 
stated that the company had 

relocated its office from DLF 
Phase-1 to Sector-44, with 
most of the office equipment 
moved by December 20, 2024. 
Only a few items remained at 
the DLF Phase-1 office, which 
is why it was locked. On Feb-
ruary 5, Subhash Negi, along 
with company engineers Surat 
Nagar and Mithlesh Kumar, 
went to the DLF Phase-1 office 
around 4 PM to collect the re-
maining items. After unlock-
ing the main gate.

In a shocking incident in the 
Loni area of Ghaziabad, a 
tantrik (occult practitioner) 
has been arrested for alleg-
edly raping a woman and her 
minor daughter. The woman, 
distressed by her husband's 
abandonment, sought the 
tantrik's help, believing he 
could bring her husband 
back.

According to the police re-
port, the woman approached 
the tantrik after her husband 
left her. The tantrik prom-
ised to reunite her with her 
husband but instead took 
advantage of her vulnerabil-
ity. He reportedly raped the 
woman and recorded the act, 
threatening to make the video 
public if she disclosed the in-
cident to anyone.

The situation escalated fur-
ther when the tantrik also as-

saulted the woman's minor 
daughter. The police were 
alerted after the woman filed 
a complaint, leading to the ar-

rest of the accused, identified 
as 65-year-old Fizu.

Assistant Commissioner 
of Police (ACP) Loni, Surya 
Bali Maurya, stated that the 
accused had been in contact 
with the victim for about a 
year, exploiting her emo-
tional state to carry out his 
heinous acts. The police have 
registered a case based on the 
woman's complaint and are 
continuing their investigation 
into the matter.
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Chinese company involved in a “Digital Arrest” scam 

n The accused impersonated law en-
forcement officers, threatening vic-
tims with arrest unless they trans-
ferred large sums of money.

n An 81-year-old retired Army person-
nel, Gopal, reported the scam after 
receiving a call alleging his involve-
ment in a money laundering case 
and demanding Rs 15 lakh.

n The accused Imran Qureshi, Asad Qureshi, Dev Sagar, Javed, and mastermind 
Abhishek Yadav were arrested. Yadav, caught in Indore, was in contact with 
the Chinese company via Telegram and provided them with over 100 bank 
accounts.

n Police recovered 11 smartphones, 6 ATM cards, a laptop, and several bank 
cheque books from the accused.

n The scam resembles another January bust by the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) in Chennai, where two accused converted illicit funds into cryptocurrency 
and transferred them overseas.

n The Prime Minister cautioned against such cyber frauds, emphasizing that 
“Digital Arrest” does not exist and is a trap used by scammers.

scam

The Central Pollution Control Board 
reported that the AQI in the national 
capital stood at a “poor” air quality 

level after the fog conditions.

ExHIBITION

Visitors look at the artworks kept on display at the India Art Fair 2025, at nSIC exhibition 
ground in new delhi on Friday. (AnI)

On February 5, Subhash Negi, along 
with company engineers Surat Nagar 

and Mithlesh Kumar, went to the 
DLF Phase-1 office around 4 PM 

to collect the remaining items.

The situation 
escalated further 
when the tantrik 
also assaulted the 
woman's minor 

daughter.
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Public Sector Banks (PSBs) 
have recorded the combined 
net profit surged to an all-
time high of Rs 1,29,426 
crore during April-Decem-
ber 2024, registering a 31.3 
per cent year-on-year (YoY) 
growth.

According to the Ministry 
of Finance, the aggregate 
operating profit also wit-
nessed a significant rise, 
reaching Rs 2,20,243 crore.

The financial stability of 
PSBs is further reinforced 
by a substantial improve-
ment in asset quality. The 
net non-performing assets 
(NPA) ratio declined to a 
historic low of 0.59 per cent, 
with an aggregate net NPA 
outstanding of Rs 61,252 
crore. This reflects the effec-
tiveness of policy measures 
aimed at strengthening the 
banking sector.

In terms of business ex-
pansion, PSBs recorded an 
11.0 per cent year-on-year 
growth, with total aggregate 

business reaching Rs 242.27 
lakh crore.

Deposits grew by 9.8 per 
cent year-on-year, contrib-
uting to a robust financial 
position. Additionally, 
credit growth stood at 12.4 
per cent, with retail credit 
expanding by 16.6 per cent, 
agriculture credit by 12.9 
per cent, and MSME credit 
by 12.5 per cent.

Another key highlight 

is the strong capital posi-
tion of PSBs. The Capital to 
Risk Weighted Assets Ratio 
(CRAR) stood at 14.83 per 
cent, significantly above the 
regulatory requirement of 
11.5 per cent, ensuring fi-
nancial stability and lending 
capacity.

The strong performance 
of PSBs underscores the 
effectiveness of policy and 
process reforms imple-

mented in recent years. 
These include enhanced 
credit discipline, improved 
recognition and resolution 
of stressed assets, respon-
sible lending practices, 
governance reforms, finan-
cial inclusion initiatives, 
and accelerated technology 
adoption.

With adequate capital buf-
fers and a well-positioned 
credit portfolio, PSBs re-

main fully equipped to meet 
the credit demands across 
various sectors, with a spe-
cial focus on agriculture, 
MSMEs, and infrastructure 
development.

The continued focus on 
strengthening the banking 
sector is expected to sustain 
the momentum of financial 
growth and contribute to 
overall economic expansion 
in the coming quarters.

PSBs RECORD HIGHEST-EVER NET 
PROFIT OF RS 1.29 LAKH CRORE 
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The Indian stock market 
ended in the red on Friday 
following the Reserve Bank 
of India’s (RBI) announce-
ment of a 25 basis points 
(bps) cut in the repo rate, 
bringing it down to 6.25 per 
cent.

This marked the first rate 
reduction in over five years, 
signalling an effort to boost 
economic growth amid 
global uncertainties.

The BSE Sensex declined 
by 197.97 points, closing at 
77,860.19, while the NSE 
Nifty lost 43.40 points, end-
ing the session at 23,559.95. 
Out of the Nifty 50 stocks, 
28 advanced while 23 de-
clined.

Among the top gainers in 
the Nifty index were Tata 
Steel, ITC Hotels, Bharti 
Airtel, JSW Steel, and Trent, 
while ITC, SBI, Britannia, 
Adani Ports, and TCS were 
among the biggest losers.

Commenting on the mar-
ket reaction, VLA Ambala, 
SEBI Registered Research 
Analyst and Co-Founder of 
Stock Market Today, stated, 
“On Friday, the Monetary 
Policy Committee of the RBI 

reduced the repo rate to 6.25 
per cent for the first time in 
over five years. This mea-
sure indicates a strategic 
move to stimulate economic 
growth amid a challenging 
global backdrop.”

She added, “This decision 
is expected to benefit several 
sectors, particularly real es-
tate, by increasing market 
liquidity, which could allow 
developers to accelerate on-
going projects and launch 
new ones. In addition, lower 
borrowing costs on new and 
existing floating-rate home 
loans are likely to boost 
housing sales.”

Meanwhile, the RBI re-
tained India’s CPI inflation 
forecast for FY25 at 4.8 per 
cent and projected inflation 
at 4.2 per cent for FY26. Re-
tail inflation in December 
2024 declined to a four-
month low of 5.22 per cent, 

largely driven by a drop in 
food prices. The RBI Gov-
ernor also highlighted that 
the agricultural focus in the 
FY26 Union Budget will 
play a critical role in keep-
ing inflation under control.

From a technical perspec-
tive, Nifty formed an in-
verted hammer candlestick 
pattern during the session 
at the 50-day EMA, with an 
RSI of 45. Market analysts 
suggest that in the next ses-
sion, Nifty could find sup-
port between 23,210 and 
23,100, while resistance is 
expected around 23,510 and 
23,580.

While the rate cut is ex-
pected to provide relief to 
interest-sensitive sectors 
like real estate and auto-
mobiles, investors remain 
cautious as they assess the 
broader economic impact 
of the RBI’s policy stance.

India has achieved a histor-
ic milestone by surpassing 
100 GW of installed solar 
power capacity, reinforc-
ing its position as a global 
leader in renewable energy

This remarkable achieve-
ment is a testament to the 
nation’s commitment to a 
cleaner, greener future and 
marks a significant step 
toward realizing its ambi-
tious target of 500 GW of 
non-fossil fuel-based ener-
gy capacity by 2030 set by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, a Ministry of New 
and Renewable Energy re-
lease said.

Union Minister of New 
and Renewable Energy Pr-
alhad Joshi said India is be-
coming self-reliant in green 
energy.

“Under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, India’s energy jour-
ney over the past ten years 
has been historic and in-
spiring. Initiatives like so-
lar panels, solar parks and 
rooftop solar projects have 
brought about revolution-
ary changes. As a result, to-
day India has successfully 
achieved the target of 100 
GW of solar energy produc-

tion. In the field of green 
energy, India is not only 
becoming self-reliant but 
is also showing the world a 
new path,” he said.

Joshi  said  that  this 
achievement is powered 
by the relentless commit-
ment to clear and greener 
future. The Minister added 
that PM SuryaGhar Muft 
Bijli Yojana is making roof-
top solar a household real-
ity and is a game-changer 
in sustainable energy, em-
powering every home with 
clean power.

The release said that In-
dia’s solar power sector has 
witnessed an extraordinary 
3450 per cent increase in 
capacity over the past de-
cade, rising from 2.82 GW 
in 2014 to 100 GW in 2025.

As of January 31, 2025, In-

dia’s total solar capacity in-
stalled stands at 100.33 GW, 
with 84.10 GW under im-
plementation and an ad-
ditional 47.49 GW under 
tendering. The country’s 
hybrid and round-the-
clock (RTC) renewable 
energy projects are also 
advancing rapidly, with 
64.67 GW under imple-
mentation and tendered, 
bringing the grand total of 
solar and hybrid projects 
to 296.59 GW.

Solar energy remains 
the dominant contribu-
tor to India’s renewable 
energy growth, account-
ing for 47 per cent of the 
total installed renewable 
energy capacity. In 2024, 
record-breaking 24.5 GW 
of solar capacity was add-
ed reflecting a more than 
two-fold increase in solar 
installations compared to 
2023. Last year also saw the 
installation of 18.5 GW of 
utility-scale solar capacity, 
a nearly 2.8 times increase 
compared to 2023. Rajast-
han, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, 
Maharashtra and Madhya 
Pradesh are among the 
top-performing states, con-
tributing significantly to In-
dia’s total utility-scale solar 
installations.

Real estate business leader 
Niranjan Hiranandani said 
affordable housing segment 
will get yet another boost 
with the reduction in repo 
rate by the RBI monetary 
policy committee.

Managing Director of Hi-
ranandani Group, lauding 
the Budget and its massive 
tax relief, said that the Fi-
nance Minister gave a big 
boost by raising exemption 
limit.

“I think RBI’s now reduc-
tion is going to give the sec-
ond big boost to the econo-
my,” Hiranandani said.

“Affordable housing will 
be the most delighted be-
cause in the last one, one-
and-a-half years, there 
was a setback to affordable 
housing because of the high-
er interest rate impact,” the 
real estate business leader 

told ANI.
“I think this reduction in 

(repo) rate will also begin a 
new beginning for afford-
able housing to take a sec-
ond leap,” he said.

Elevated interest rates 
over the past five years 
has somewhat impacted 
the offtake in afford-
able housing. Loosening 
repo rates are expected 
to have a far-reaching 
effect for the real estate 
industry, which essen-
tially is an interest rate 
sensitive space.

Talking to ANI soon af-
ter the RBI announced the 
25 basis points reduction 
in repo rate, Hiranandani 

recalled how he had been 
demanding a reduction in 
interest rates for the last six 
months or so.

“We expected that the RBI 
should actually reduce it 
and we are very happy that 
RBI has finally conceded 
and consented to reduce it 
by 25 basis points.”

Terming repo rate reduc-
tion as a “revolutionary 
step” at a time when the 
inflation is under control, 
he said the combination of 
both are an “added incen-
tive”.

Going ahead, he asserted 
that raising the economic 
growth to 7-8 per cent was 
necessary.

RBI Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra on Friday said India 
can certainly achieve 7 per 
cent or above growth and 
that should be what the 
country should aspire for.

“These are difficult ques-
tions to answer, but never-
theless, I would like to stick 
my neck out and say that 
certainly India can achieve 
7 per cent plus growth rate, 
and we should certainly 
aspire for,” RBI Governor 
said, when asked whether 
7 per cent or above growth 
rate is achievable, at the 
post MPC press conference.

The government in its 
Economic Survey projected 
growth rate at 6.3-6.8 per 
cent for the upcoming fis-
cal - 2025-26. The RBI today 
projected 2025-26 growth at 
6.7 per cent.

Asked to respond wheth-
er growth more important 
or inflation, RBI Governor 
said in India’s case, the pri-
mary objective is to manage 
inflation and price stability, 

keeping in view the growth 
objective.

“So we will continuously 
focus on that, trying to meet 
these objectives. We will try 
to align the inflation with the 
target that has been given to 
us,” he said.

At the same time, Malhotra 
said he felt that time has 
come where the RBI can be 
more supportive of growth, 
given inflation is coming 
down. “It (inflation) is ex-
pected to go down... We will 
maintain a neutral stance so 
that we are able to proactively 
respond to the evolving mac-

roeconomic conditions,” he 
supplemented.

In another question he 
was asked whether the RBI 
would aspire to maintain in 
2-6 per cent band or the ideal 
4 per cent mark, the Gover-
nor said, “In RBI, we like 
to be on top of everything”, 
hinting that its aim is to align 
inflation at 4 per cent.

On the inflation front, the 
central bank expects Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) 
inflation to ease to 4.8 per 
cent in 2024-25, with Q4 in-
flation projected at 4.4 per 
cent. For 2025-26, inflation 
is forecasted at 4.2 per cent, 
with quarterly estimates as 
Q1 at 4.5 per cent, Q2 at 4.0 
per cent, Q3 at 3.8 per cent 
and Q4 at 4.2 per cent.

Announcing highlights 
from the recently held RBI’s 
Monetary Policy Committee 
decisions, Governor Mal-
hotra earlier today said that 
the inflation has declined, 
supported by a favourable 
outlook on food prices and 
the continued transmission 
of past monetary policy ac-
tions. 

RBI rate cut fails to cheer markets

India on track for 2030 
target: Pralhad Joshi

Affordable housing to get 
boost from repo rate cut, tax 
exemption relief: Hiranandani

‘India certainly can achieve 7% 
plus growth’: RBI Governor
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 PSBs posted a record Rs 1.29 lakh crore profit, improved asset quality, strong 
credit growth, and robust capital reserves.

KEY POINTS

n   record profit: PSbs’ net profit hit Rs 1.29 
lakh crore, up 31.3% YoY, with operating 
profit at Rs 2.2 lakh crore.

n   Stronger balance sheet: Net NPa ratio 
fell to 0.59%, with Rs 61,252 crore in net 
NPas, signaling improved asset quality.

n   Growth surge: business grew 11% YoY 
to Rs 242.27 lakh crore; credit up 12.4%, 
led by retail (16.6%), agriculture (12.9%), 
and MSMEs (12.5%).

n   robust capital & outlook: CRaR at 
14.83%, above 11.5% regulatory need; 
PSbs well-positioned for growth in agri-
culture, MSMEs, and infrastructure.

Among the top gainers in the Nifty index 
were Tata Steel, ITC Hotels, Bharti 
Airtel, JSW Steel, and Trent, while 

ITC, SBI, Britannia, Adani Ports, and 
TCS were among the biggest losers.

rBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra addresses a 
post-monetary policy press 
conference, in Mumbai on 
Friday. (ANI Photo)

BUSINESS AT A GLANCE

Affordable housing

Real estate leader Niranjan Hiranandani welcomed 
RbI’s 25 bps repo rate cut, calling it a "revolutionary 
step" that will boost affordable housing. He noted that 
high interest rates had slowed the sector's growth, and 
this reduction will help the economy move toward 7-8% 
GDP growth. SbI Chairman CS Setty termed the move 
"timely and well-communicated."

AI-enabled consumer helpline

The Department of Consumer affairs has launched an 
aI-driven National Consumer Helpline (NCH) to speed 
up grievance redressal. Complaints received grew 
tenfold from 2015 to 2024, with digital registrations rising 
sharply. The helpline has reduced grievance resolution 
time from 66 days in 2023 to 48 days in 2024. Consumers 
can access the service via toll-free number 1915 or the 
official portal.

Govt to sponsor students for international moot court 
competition

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal announced that 
students selected for an international moot court on 
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) will be sponsored by 
the government. The event, hosted by National Law 
university Delhi, focuses on aI and copyright. Goyal em-
phasized aI’s role in legal frameworks and highlighted 
various budget initiatives, including Rs 10,000 crore for 
startups.

Voting opens for Gadgets Now Awards 2024

The much-anticipated Gadgets Now awards 2024 will 
take place on February 14, celebrating top tech innova-
tions. Categories include smartphones, wearables, 
audio devices, and gaming gadgets. a distinguished jury 
has evaluated the nominees, while public voting is live at 
gadgetsnow.indiatimes.com/awards/nominations.

India has ascended to the 
19th position globally, re-
turning to the top 20 in 
2024, with a total score of 
13.529.

Notably, six European 
countries are featured in 
the top ten positions, up 
from five the previous year. 
Below are the top 10 global 
startup hubs, as of 2024.

The United States re-
mains the leading startup 
ecosystem in the world, 
supported by a strong 
venture capital market, a 
culture that fosters inno-
vation, and a highly skilled 
workforce, as highlighted 
in StartupBlink’s Startup 
Ecosystem Report 2024.

The US’s major cities, like 
San Francisco, New York, 
and Los Angeles, continue 
to be at the forefront of 
startup activity; however, 
the number of U.S. cities 
listed in the Index has de-
clined from 383 in 2020 to 

240 in 2024.
Despite this reduction, the 

US still significantly out-
paces the United Kingdom 
and Israel, which hold the 
second and third positions, 
respectively, with the gap 
between these two coun-
tries narrowing from 17% 
in 2022 to 8.6% in 2024.

Meanwhile, Switzerland 
has re-entered the top 

ten position, showcasing 
Europe’s dominance and 
highlighting the strength 
and diversity of European 
startup ecosystems.

Notably, six European 
countries are featured in 
the top ten positions, up 
from five the previous year. 
Below are the top 10 global 
startup hubs, as of 2024.

METhOdOLOGY
The StartupBlink Global 
Startup Ecosystem Index 
2024 evaluates ecosystems 
based on various factors, 
including quantity, quality, 
and the business environ-
ment, utilizing data from 
partners such as Crunch-
base and Statista.

WhErE dOES INdIA 
rANK?
As for India, it has as-
cended to the 19th posi-
tion globally, returning to 
the top 20 in 2024. With a 
score of 13.529, India has 
risen two spots.

TDG NeTwork
NEW DELHI

India ranks 19th in top startup hub in 2024
STArTUP ECOSYSTEM rEPOrT 2024

rank Country Total Score

1 united States 215.001

2 united Kingdom 55.995

3 Israel 51.557

4 Canada 38.254

5 Singapore 37.736

6 Sweden 27.024

7 Germany 25.83

8 France 24.894

9 The Netherlands 24.462

10 Switzerland 24.081

Source: Startupblink—Startup Ecosystem Report 2024

The United States remains the leading 
startup ecosystem in the world, supported 

by a strong venture capital market, 
a culture that fosters innovation, 
and a highly skilled workforce, 
as highlighted in StartupBlink’s 

Startup Ecosystem Report 2024.

Managing Director of Hiranandani Group, 
lauding the Budget and its massive tax 

relief, said that the Finance Minister gave 
a big boost by raising exemption limit.



The concept of bi-
nary between the 
self and the other 

does not exist in Bharatiya 
belief system which pro-
fesses that all forms of life 
emanate from and return to 
the same source. Moreover, 
human body is considered 
to be comprising of five 
elements of nature itself 
called Pancha Bhuta: Prithvi 
(earth), Jal (water), Agni 
(fire), Vayu (air), and Askash 
(space). In Prashna Upani-
shad,  these elements are 
considered manifestations 
of the divine energy. There-
fore, there is no scope for 
the binary between the 
internal and the external 
in Bharatiya culture. Since 
this faith deeply pervaded 
our thought process and 
practices, we emphasised 
on self-consciousness in-
stead of external conscious-
ness. Moreover, this belief 
system is non-dogmatic 
and promotes the idea that 
all human and non-human 
entities are integral to na-
ture. Contrarily, in the 
Western culture, the na-
ture is seen as “other” and 
it exists for domination and 

exploitation. However, for 
Indians, connecting with 
nature implies linking with 
ourselves for nurturing 
mother earth for sustain-
ability.  Thus Indian civili-
zational ethos has potential 
to resolve cataclysmal cli-
mate change issues. 

Nevertheless, under the 
toxic influence of the co-
lonial mind-set inculcated 
through Macaulay’s edu-
cation system, we look at 
Indian Knowledge System 
with suspicion and often 
discard it as uncivilised, 
unscientific and outdated. 
Current environmental 
crisis is also a creation of 
such a mind-set. The over-
exploitation of natural re-
sources for satisfying our 
greed and utter disregard 
to non-human life forms 
and earthly features have 
become an anathema of the 
products of modern educa-
tion system. Thus, natu-
ral resources, conserved 
through generations ow-
ing to interconnectedness 
mindset with all manifes-
tations of nature are under 
extreme stress. 

The advent of eco-con-
scious PM Narendra Modi, 
at this critical juncture, is 
icebreaking in the socio-
economic and political dis-
course of humankind. PM 
Modi’s global engagements, 
be it bilateral, regional or 
multilateral, have climate 
concern at its core. Climate 
crisis has become an indis-
pensable part of India’s for-
eign policy and diplomacy, 
and is being appreciated 

globally. His efforts to miti-
gate climate crisis revolve 
around restoring the very 
Indian way of interaction 
between humans and na-
ture for their survival and 
progeny. Plethora of pro-
grams initiated by him to 
mitigate climate crisis are 
intended to restore eco-
friendly traditional practic-
es. He firmly believes that 
the utmost need of the hour 
is the mindful and judi-
cious utilization of natural 
resources, instead of mind-
less and selfish consump-
tion. His actions for the last 
one decade for rejuvenating 
holistic ecosystem for ‘Sur-
vival and Happiness of All’ 
make him a true represen-
tative of our civilizational 
history.  

Today, India of the 21st 
century, under the vision-
ary leadership of PM Modi, 
is taking quantum leap in 
combating climate crisis 
with ambition, courage, 
commitment, conviction 
and a consciously drawn 
roadmap. PM Modi’s stand 
on global platform for com-
bating climate crisis has 
greatly influenced world 
view. He firmly believes 
that collective human ac-
tion is a must to safeguard 
nature. India has become 
the only country to meet 
its Paris Agreement ahead 
of schedule. Path-breaking 
disruptions like Interna-
tional Solar Alliance, One-
Sun-One-World-One-Grid 
Project, Coalition for Di-
saster Resilient Infrastruc-
ture for climate adaptation, 
green credit, Smart city 
project and International 
Big Cat Alliance have been 
appreciated globally.  India 
is implementing world’s 
largest Renewable Energy 
expansion programme en-
visaging a five-fold increase 
in the overall RE capac-
ity. PM Modi is leading the 
global climate movement 

upfront and the world is 
ready to be led by India 
in its fight against climate 
change.

Factually, India’s per 
capita carbon footprint is 
60% lower than the global 
average because our life-
style, to an extent, is still 
rooted in sustainable tradi-
tional practices. Intended 
to amplify climate-friendly 
behavioural changes, PM 
Modi initiated ‘Lifestyle for 
Environment’ to become a 
mass movement for envi-
ronmentally conscious life-
style. Aimed at mobilizing 
people globally to become 
‘Pro-Mother Earth’, collec-
tive contribution towards 
Mission LiFE is bound to 
become a robust safeguard 

for the climate in future.  
Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 
launched recently is in fact 
a sequel to LiFE. Bharatiya 
Prakritik Krishi Paddhati 
Programme will help save 
soil and water bodies from 
chemical fertilizers and 
pesticides. Agro-waste and 
garbage management, Ban 
on single-use plastics and 
mandatory plastic waste 
processing, open defeca-
tion free villages, supply of 
gas stove to rural women, 
use of eco-friendly bag 
tags in the airports, maxi-
mizing the use of kulhad 
tea cups and mud diyas 
and minimizing the use 
of fire crackers will con-
tribute hugely to Swachch 
Bharat Mission. Clean Air 

Programme will greatly 
help reduce the quantity of 
particulate matters in the 
range of PM2.5 and PM10 
particle concentrations in 
the atmosphere. 

PM Modi emphasized on 
the significance of green 
jobs and green growth in 
India’s efforts to combat 
climate change. Green Skill 
Development Programme 
is in vogue to develop green 
skills in youth and also to 
provide sustainable em-
ployment opportunities in 
the environmental conser-
vation, renewable energy 
and forest sectors. India’s 
start-ups initiatives are 
in sync with the Climate 
Tech providing innovative 
and feasible solutions us-
ing environment-friendly 
alternatives. PM Modi has 
promulgated five nectars 
elements, ‘Panchamrit’ to 
deal with the current cli-
mate crisis. These are- to 
increase India’s non-fossil 
energy capacity to 500 
GW by 2030, to meet 50 
percent of its energy re-
quirements from renew-
able energy by 2030, to 
reduce the total projected 
carbon emissions by one 

billion tonnes by 2030,  
to reduce the carbon inten-
sity of its economy by more 
than 45 percent by 2030, 
and  to achieve the target of 
Net Zero by 2070.  

PM Modi’s dream is to see 
India becoming a global 
leader in green hydrogen 
production. Thus, National 
Hydrogen Energy Mission 
has been launched to en-
able cost competitive green 
hydrogen production.  The 
hydrogen fuel cell bus has 
already been launched. 
His resolve to achieve ‘Net 
Zero’ target by 2030 by In-
dian Railways alone may 
help reduce emissions by 
60 million tonnes annu-
ally. Massive LED bulb 
campaign is already reduc-
ing emissions by 40 mil-
lion tonnes annually. So-
lar power initiatives have 
helped in saving have-nots 
money alongside protect-
ing the environment. Addi-
tionally, the emerging tech-
nologies like 2G Ethanol 
Pilot, Comfort climate box 
for tropical regions, Hydro-
gen Valleys, Heating and 
cooling virtual repository, 
are also on his agenda.  In-
dia has also devised strate-
gy for a Bio-based economy 
for facilitating infrastruc-
ture for Bio-manufacturing 
of low-carbon bio-based 
products. 

During the last ten years, 
the number of wetlands 
and Ramsar sites in In-
dia have increased almost 
three times. Amrit Dharo-
har Yojana and Mishti Yoja-
na would help protect and 
revive the mangrove eco-
system. Jal Jeevan Mission 
and proposed construction 
of 50,000 Amrit Sarovars 
are intended to ensure wa-
ter security. Measures like 
a huge afforestation pro-
gramme, reforming our 
transportation system and 
cleaning up villages, ponds, 
cities and rivers will accel-

erate climate crisis mitiga-
tion.  

It is thus evident that In-
dia, under PM Modi, has 
positioned itself as a key 
global player in climate 
advocacy and in manag-
ing climate crisis. Eco-con-
scious PM Modi is leading 
internationally a new low-
carbon approach to de-
velopment and to demon-
strate that India can solve 
global ecological crisis by 
reviving ancient Indian 
wisdom of land and water 
conservation and environ-
mental preservation as a 
part of our civilizational 
ethos without compro-
mising with development. 
In essence, PM Modi has 
streamlined energy deci-
sion-making vis-à-vis en-
vironmental decision-mak-
ing processes. Moreover, 
PM Modi is committed to 
a sustainable path to Viksit 
Bharat@2047. Surely, he 
derives inspiration from 
the basic traits ingrained in 
our tradition and culture, 
the essence of which lies 
in ‘One Earth, One Family, 
One Future.’ Actually, he 
has become a brand Am-
bassador of our great civili-
zational culture which does 
not only consider earth 
merely a planetary body 
but “Mother to All”. Let 
us take a pledge to “Keep it 
Pure.” Erwin Schrödinger, 
inspired by Upanishadic 
ideas, connected quantum 
physics with Vedic philoso-
phy for giving new direc-
tion to humanity. Today, 
Narendra Modi is blend-
ing Vedic wisdom with his 
political discourse for the 
welfare of humanity. This 
great initiative of PM Modi 
has tremendous potential 
to globally transform the 
future of humankind. 

Raghavendra P. Tiwari, Vice 
Chancellor, Central University 
of Punjab, Bathinda.

“Between the Poet and his 
Word, there is a crisis of faith 
and loyalty”

-Anand
When we are writing a 
poem, it is a challenging 
proposition because here, 
our belief systems and 
the belief systems of the 
words, phrases, verbs and 
proverbs, are in constant 
confrontation. We choose 
the ones which we find pli-
able to our meaning. Even 
when we make them fall 
in line, they are subdued 
till they are read in the pat-
tern we have laid for them. 
After that, they raise their 

heads again and stand up, 
challenging us. Thus, writ-
ing a text is an act of chal-
lenge, which is transferred 
to the reader who is read-
ing the text. 

The readers who are infi-
nite, have their  own belief 
systems, different from the 
writer. They either have 
to force their beliefs into 
the pattern drawn by the 
author, or they can draw 
the poet out of his haven, 
and challenge his beliefs 
directly. There used to be 
times, some fifty years ago, 
when the reader was asked 
to appreciate a poem. At 
the most, in college classes, 
teachers would teach criti-
cal appreciation.  But, to-
day, in these times of fierce 
consumerism and com-
petition, no reader likes to 
accept what the poet says, 
rather he confronts the 
text. The reader is not in-
terpreting or appreciating 
it. These are  very docile 
words. The reader does not 
believe in the text, he tries 

to defy it, and finally deny 
it when he comes up with 
his own critical report. 

In fact, it is an interroga-
tion of the text, and the 
reader writes an autopsy  
report. What is there alive 
in it, what is dead, how it 
died, and what happened 
at the last moment. Some-
times writing appears to be 
like a hunting expedition. 
We catch the  words, make 
them mean something, 
and then, leave them dead, 
for others to come and see 
our kill. When you hunt 
them down, they die for a 
moment, and then, become 
liberated and fly away, to 
be used in some other con-
text, in some other text. 
Like a painting, a text too 
is never a finished product. 
No one can write ‘OK. Test-
ed’ on it. For, it is an evolv-
ing mechanism, which 
acquires new meanings ev-
ery moment of the day. The 
idea of finality with regard 
to a text is a sacrilege. 

Fire-Play
Contending with words 
is not an easy affair. They 
have their own traditional 
values, their own ethos, 
in which they are racially 
placed. They signify  living 
patterns and socio-psycho-
logical values. They have a 
life of their own. Generally, 
we do not use words with 

the deference they deserve. 
They need to be respected, 
and used with care. A poet 
who plays with words  
knows, he is playing with 
fire. Poetry is a fire-play, 
words are burning bodies, 

giving light and spending 
themselves, to be reborn in 
the readers’ mind again. 

What the poet wants to 
say is, in critical creed, dis-
missed as intentional fal-
lacy and, what the reader 

thinks of it, is also dis-
missed as affective fallacy. 
The fact is that both these fal-
lacies [intentional/affective]  
have some truth in them, and 
the final truth is what we get 
out of a writing. After reading 
a poem, you do not remain the 
same, that is the true test of a 
writing. True poetry moves 
the author and its readers, 
and brings up new visions 
of reality, in order to make 
things more understandable,  
not to confuse and confound 
the reader. 

ConFusing 
realities oF 
ContemPorary 
times
The present day reality is 

confusing. Particularly, 
when every word and ev-
ery idea stands emasculat-
ed. What is good? What is 
evil? Even the description 
of a saint is under great 
strain. Are white clothes 
symbols of purity? How 
dacoits dress themselves? 
In black? No, not nowa-
days. They are dressed like 
gentlefolks. It is only their 
actions, which are amiss. 
But, the society has devel-
oped an alphabet which 
does not contradict the 
wrong. Nobody speaks. Si-
lence is the new alphabet. 
It is a shocking spectacle 
in which words are afraid 
to mean what they have 
meant for centuries. Think 
of the poor condition of the 
word ‘saint’ or ‘a sage’ with 
hundreds of sages behind 
the bars for offences you 
cannot mention. 

Can a poet afford to proj-
ect what good means and 
what evil stands for? He 
prefers silence than to 
confront the chaos. Poetry 
is under severe strain in 
this world of make-belief. 
Meaning does not exist in 
words, or their formulation, 
it is determined by those who 
wield the gun. This is our 
world. Better find a way 
between the intentional 
fallacy and the affective 
fallacy which only talks 
of truth, but can ensure a 

safe passage. It however 
appears to be the best way 
to join the cacophony, and 
start writing about beauty, 
sun, moon, winds, waters, 
and sighing over declining 
eco-system. Best start ac-
cusing gods, it will surely 
help.

ProPheCy
If you come across the 
true meaning of a word, 
better avoid stating the 
truth. Take the other 
route. But don’t forget. If 
the words join hands, and 
set after you, they may ar-
raign you and might an-
nounce a public hanging. 
Words will not spare you 
for maltreating them, for 
miscarrying their inten-
tions, and for not portray-
ing them in their reality.  
Poet, you have before you 
a forked option. Take up 
their cause for truth. Or, 
mask their faces all over 
again, twist their mean-
ing, emasculate them, and 
perpetuate this unholy 
charade of truthless tales 
being spun in glossy meta-
phors. 

Dr. Jernail Singh Anand won 
the Seneca Award, the Char-
ter of Morava, Franz Kafka 
and Maxim Gorky Awards. 
Author of 175 plus books, his 
name adorns the Poets’ Rock 
in Serbia.

Poetry: From creation to confrontation

opinion
RaghavendRa P. TiwaRi

opinion
dR. JeRnail S. anand

Advent of nArendrA Modi As An 
eco-conscious PriMe Minister

The advent of eco-conscious PM 
Narendra Modi, at this critical juncture, 
is icebreaking in the socio-economic 
and political discourse of humankind. 
PM Modi’s global engagements, be 
it bilateral, regional or multilateral, 
have climate concern at its core.

We catch the  words, make them mean 
something, and then, leave them dead, 
for others to come and see our kill. When 
you hunt them down, they die for a 
moment, and then, become liberated and 
fly away, to be used in some other context, 
in some other text. Like a painting, a 
text too is never a finished product.
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A gentle nudge to borrow
On February 7, 2025, 

the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) an-

nounced a 25 basis points 
reduction in the repo rate, 
bringing it down to 6.25%. 
This decision marks the first 
rate cut in nearly five years, 
with the previous reduction 
occurring in May 2020. The 
Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) unanimously voted 
for this adjustment while 
maintaining a ‘neutral’ 
monetary policy stance. The 
RBI also projected a GDP 
growth rate of 6.7% for the 
fiscal year 2025-26 (FY26) 
and anticipates a decline in 
inflation to 4.2% in FY26 
from 4.8% in FY25. Ad-
ditionally, the central bank 
introduced measures such 
as exclusive internet do-
main names for banks and 
non-bank financial entities 
and highlighted the chal-
lenging global economic 
backdrop. Despite external 
challenges, the RBI empha-
sized the resilience of the 
Indian economy, noting that 
the current account deficit 
(CAD) is expected to remain 
within sustainable levels. As 
of January 31, India’s foreign 
exchange reserves stood 
at $630.6 billion, provid-
ing an import cover of over 
ten months. The next MPC 
meeting is scheduled for 
April 7-9, 2025.

Rationale behind 
the Rate cut
The RBI’s decision to reduce 
the repo rate is primarily 
driven by the need to stimu-
late economic growth amid 
easing inflationary pres-
sures. India’s GDP growth 
has been on a downward 
trajectory, with the govern-
ment forecasting a growth 
rate of 6.4% for the fiscal 
year ending in March 2025, 
marking the slowest pace 
in four years. Factors con-
tributing to this slowdown 
include a weaker manufac-
turing sector and subdued 
corporate investments. The 
central bank’s move aims to 
provide a boost to the econ-
omy by making borrowing 
more affordable, thereby 
encouraging spending and 
investment.

Inflation has shown signs 
of moderation, reaching a 
four-month low of 5.22% in 
December 2024. The RBI 
projects that inflation will 
average 4.8% in the current 
financial year and decline 
further to 4.2% in FY26. 
This downward trend in 
inflation provides the cen-
tral bank with the leeway to 
adopt a more accommoda-
tive monetary policy stance 
without jeopardizing its in-
flation targets.

implications foR 
the banking sec-
toR
The reduction in the repo 

rate is expected to have 
several implications for the 
banking sector. Primarily, 
it should lead to a decrease 
in lending rates, making 
loans more affordable for 
consumers and businesses. 
This could stimulate de-
mand for credit, particularly 
in sectors such as housing 
and automobiles. However, 
bankers have expressed 
concerns that the rate cut 
alone may not be sufficient 
to boost lending, citing per-
sistent tight liquidity condi-
tions. The banking system 
has been experiencing a 
liquidity deficit since mid-
December 2024, which 
reached over three trillion 
rupees in January 2025. 
Without adequate liquid-
ity, significant credit offtake 
may be challenging, and the 
benefits of the rate cut could 
take several months to ma-
terialize.

Additionally, the RBI’s de-
cision to maintain the Cash 
Reserve Ratio (CRR) at 4% 
means that banks are still 
required to hold a portion 
of their deposits as reserves, 
limiting the funds available 
for lending. The absence 
of a CRR cut has left some 
bankers concerned about 
the continued tight liquid-
ity conditions..

impact on  
consumeRs
For borrowers, the rate cut 
is a welcome development. 
Existing and prospective 
home loan borrowers, in 
particular, stand to benefit 

from lower EMIs, provided 
that banks pass on the rate 
cut to consumers. For in-
stance, a borrower with a 
loan of Rs 80 lakh over 20 
years at an interest rate of 
9% would pay an EMI of Rs 
71,978. 
If the interest rate decreases 
to 8.75%, the EMI would re-
duce to Rs 70,697, resulting 
in substantial savings over 
the loan tenure.

However, the extent to 
which consumers will ben-
efit depends on how quickly 
and fully banks transmit 
the rate cut to lending rates. 
Given the current liquidity 
constraints, there might be 
a lag in the transmission, 
and banks may be cautious 
in reducing lending rates 
immediately.

economic  
pRojections
The RBI’s projection of a 
6.7% GDP growth rate for 
FY26 reflects optimism 
about the economy’s re-
covery trajectory. This op-
timism is underpinned by 
expectations of improved 
employment conditions, 
recent tax cuts announced 

in the budget, moderating 
inflation, and robust agri-
cultural output following a 
strong monsoon. The cen-
tral bank anticipates that 
these factors will collec-
tively support a rebound in 
economic activity.

On the inflation front, the 
RBI expects food inflation 
pressures to ease significant-
ly, contributing to the overall 

decline in headline infla-
tion. While core inflation 
(which excludes food and 
fuel prices) is expected to 
rise, it is projected to remain 
moderate. The central bank 
acknowledges risks from 
volatile global energy prices 
but believes that the current 
trajectory of inflation allows 
for a more accommodative 
policy stance.

maRket Reactions 
The RBI’s decision to cut 
the repo rate by 25 basis 
points to 6.25% has elic-
ited positive responses 
from various sectors of 
the market. Interest rate-
sensitive stocks, particu-
larly in the financial, au-
tomotive, and real estate 
sectors, experienced gains 
following the announce-
ment. The Nifty 50 index 
rose by 0.35% to 23,684.2, 
while the BSE Sensex 
increased by 0.28% to 
78,274.35.  Financial 
stocks saw a 0.2% uptick, 
auto stocks climbed by 
1%, and real estate stocks 
surged by 1.5%. These 
movements reflect inves-
tor optimism that the rate 
cut will stimulate eco-
nomic activity and boost 
demand in these sectors.

However, the Indian ru-
pee’s response was more 
subdued. Despite the rate 
cut, the rupee ended the 
day up 0.2% at 87.4250 
against the U.S. dollar. 
Over the week, the rupee 

faced significant pres-
sure due to global trade 
tensions and persistent 
foreign portfolio out-
flows, marking its worst 
weekly performance since 
December 2022 with a 
nearly 1% decline. The 
RBI’s intervention helped 
stabilize the currency, but 
challenges remain due to 
external factors.

exteRnal  
challenges
The global economic envi-
ronment remains fraught 
with uncertainties, includ-
ing geopolitical tensions, 
trade disputes, and finan-
cial market volatility. These 
factors pose challenges to 
emerging market econo-
mies like India. Despite 
these headwinds, the RBI 
asserts that the Indian econ-
omy continues to exhibit 
strength and resilience. The 
central bank emphasizes 
the importance of maintain-
ing macroeconomic stability 
and being vigilant against 
potential external shocks.

Current account deficit
As of January 31, 2025, 

India’s foreign exchange re-
serves stood at $630.6 bil-
lion, providing an import 
cover of over ten months. 
This substantial reserve 
buffer enhances the coun-
try’s ability to manage ex-
ternal vulnerabilities and 
instills confidence among 
investors. The RBI also ex-
pects the current account 

deficit (CAD) to remain 
within sustainable levels, 
further contributing to mac-
roeconomic stability.

exclusive inteRnet 
domains
In a move to enhance the 
digital identity and security 
of financial institutions, the 
RBI announced the intro-
duction of exclusive inter-
net domain names. Banks 
will now have the ‘.bank.in’ 
domain, while non-bank fi-
nancial entities will use the 
‘.fin.in’ domain. This initia-
tive aims to create a distinct 
and secure online presence 
for financial institutions, 
thereby increasing con-
sumer trust and reducing 
the risk of phishing attacks.

Forecast understanding
The RBI’s recent policy 

measures, including the 
repo rate cut and the intro-
duction of exclusive internet 
domains, reflect a strategic 
approach to stimulate eco-
nomic growth while main-
taining financial stability. 
The rate cut is expected to 
lower borrowing costs, po-
tentially boosting consump-
tion and investment. How-
ever, the effectiveness of this 
measure will depend on the 
transmission of the rate cut 
by banks and the manage-
ment of liquidity condi-
tions. The introduction of 
exclusive internet domains 
underscores the RBI’s com-
mitment to enhancing the 
digital infrastructure of 
the financial sector. As the 
global economic landscape 
remains uncertain, the 
RBI’s proactive stance aims 
to navigate these challenges 
and support India’s eco-
nomic resilience.
Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra

RBI’s repo rate cut may lower lending rates, making loans cheaper for consumers and businesses, boosting housing and auto credit.
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Additionally, the 
RBI’s decision to 

maintain the Cash 
Reserve Ratio 
(CRR) at 4% 

means that banks 
are still required 
to hold a portion 

of their deposits as 
reserves, limiting 

the funds available 
for lending.
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The Allahabad High Court 
in the case observed and 
has stayed the criminal pro-
ceedings stayed against Va-
ranasi-based fashion model 
Mamta Rai in a 2022 case 
wherein it alleged that she 
promoted enmity between 
different groups on the 
grounds of religion and race 
and committed intentional 
insult by posting a picture 
showing her offering flow-
ers on a Shivalinga with the 
caption “ (I am Kashi)”.

The court observed that 
the alleged image, displayed 
across the city on posters or 
banners, depicted a Shiva 
Linga along with the im-
age of Rai where she is wel-
coming people to the city of 

‘Baba Vishwanath’ on the 
grand festival of Sawan.

Therefore, the alleged 
posters had sparked contro-
versy, which led to the lodg-
ing of the First Information 
Report, FIR by the Akhil 
Bhartiya Kshatriya Mahas-
abha leader Vikrant Singh.

In the present case, the po-
lice submitted a chargesheet 
against Rai under Section 

504, Section 506, and Sec-
tion 153A of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, IPC, and the Fast 
Track Court (J.D.)-I, Vara-
nasi, took cognizance of the 
chargesheet in 2023.

Rai moved the High Court 
wherein challenging the 
chargesheet and the entire 
criminal proceedings.

The counsel, Advocate 
Mohak Agarwal, argued 
before the court that the es-
sential ingredients as enun-
ciated under Section 153A, 
Section 504 and Section 
506 of Indian Penal Code, 
I.P.C. are not attracted in the 
facts and circumstances of 
the case. On the other hand, 
the opposite party no.2 i.e., 
Singh contended before 
the court is an active mem-
ber of the Bharatiya Janta 
Party, and hence, by using 

his influence within the 
ruling party, he succeeded 
in lodging the impugned 
FIR against the applicant 
on false and frivolous alle-
gations. 

It was also submitted be-
fore the High Court that Ar-
ticle 19 and Article 21 of Con-
stitution of India grant the 
applicant a right to speech 
and expression, and there-
fore, it was stressed that 
the allegation that only by 
watching the posters of the 
applicant, the religious feel-
ings of the opposite party 
no.2 hurt, is not tenable.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Dinesh Pathak issued a 
notice to the opposite party 
no.2 i.e., Singh. Accordingly, 
the court listed the matter 
for further consideration 
on February 28, 2025.

Allahabad High Court stays criminal 
proceedings against fashion model 
booked over ‘controversial’ poster 
with Shiva Linga

The Supreme Court in the 
case Extra Judicial Execu-
tion Victim And Anr Ver-
sus Union Of India And 
Ors observed and has al-
lowed the Central Bureau 
of Investigation, CBI’s 
petition to release Datla 
Sreenivasa Varma from 
the position as the head of 
the SIT formed to probe 
into Manipur’s extra-judi-
cial killings. 

The bench comprising 
of Chief Justice of India, 
CJI Sanjiv Khanna and 
Justice Sanjay Kumar and 
Justice KV Viswanathan 
was hearing the present 
matter.

The bench in the case 
was hearing the issue of 
alleged extra-judicial kill-
ings in Manipur by armed 
forces. 

The bench in the case 
allowed the application 
filed by the CBI to relieve 
Datla Sreenivasa Varma, 
Joint Director and HOZ, 
NE Zone as the in-charge 
of the SIT constituted to 
investigate the alleged il-
legal killings. 

The counsel, Additional 
Solicitor General Aish-
warya Bhati appearing on 
behalf of the CBI, while 
Senior Advocate Maneka 
Guruswamy appeared as 
the amicus in the matter. 

In 2022 the Court asked 
the Union of India to file a 
status report.

In July 2017, the Supreme 
Court had directed the 
CBI to constitute a Special 
Investigation Team and 
to investigate the alleged 
extrajudicial killings in 
Manipur.

The bench comprising 
of Justice Madan B Lokur 
and Justice Deepak Gupta 

had issued the direction.
In July 108, the bench 

comprising of Justice 
M.B. Lokur and Justice 
U.U. Lalit had directed 
the Director of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation, 
CBI to appear before it, 
wherein the court noted 
that the investigations in 
the alleged extra-judicial 
en counter killings in Ma-
nipur were taking an ‘un-
duly long time’.

Background of 
the case

In 2016, the bench com-
prising of Justice Madan 
Lokur and Justice UU Lalit 

in the case held that an al-
legation of excessive force 
resulting in the death of 
any person by the Mani-
pur Police or the Armed 
forces in Manipur must be 
thoroughly enquired into.

The court held while 
dealing with the ‘enemy’, 
the rule of law would ap-
ply and if there have been 
excesses beyond the call 
of duty, those members 
of the Manipur Police or 
the Armed forces who 
have committed the ex-
cesses which do not have 
a reasonable connection 
with the performance of 
their official duty would 
be liable to be proceeded 

against.
The bench in the case 

was considering a writ 
petition under Article 
32 of the Constitution of 
India by Extra Judicial 
Execution Victim Fami-
lies Association and The 
Human Rights Alert. The 
petitioners claimed to have 
compiled 1528 alleged 
extra-judicial executions 
carried out by the police 
and security forces in Ma-
nipur.  It is alleged before 
the court that a majority 
of them have been carried 
out in cold blood while the 
victims were in custody 
and allegedly after tortur-
ing them.

The Supreme Court in the 
case MV Global Emerald 
Versus Meck Petroleum 
DMCC And Anr observed 
and has sought a response 
from the Registrar Generals 
of the High Courts of Kar-
nataka, Kerala and Orissa 
on the status of setting up 
Commercial Divisions deal-
ing with admiralty cases.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice of India, CJI 
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice 
Sanjay Kumar was hearing 
was hearing the present 
matter.

The bench in the case was 
hearing a commercial suit 
which relates to admiralty 
and maritime law, when 
a circular dated February 
24, 2022 issued by the High 
Court of Karnataka was 

noted by the bench.
The Commercial Divi-

sion bench constituting of a 
Single Judge has been con-
stituted, each for the Prin-
cipal Bench at Bengaluru 
and Benches at Dharwad 
and Kalaburagi.

In the present matter, the 
bench was hearing a a chal-
lenge against the order of 
Karnataka High Court’s Di-
vision Bench, wherein the 
court upheld the interim 
arrest of the petitioner’s 
Vessel which was seized for 
the purposes of recovering 
a due sum for an amount 
of Rs.17,84,91,641.64/- with 
2% interest.

The court was also in-
formed that the High 
Courts of Orissa and Kerala 
have not constituted com-
mercial divisions with re-
gard to admiralty.

The court while consid-
ering the submissions ob-
served and has issued no-
tice to the three High Courts 
in the following terms:

‘This court deem it ap-
propriate to issue notice 
to the High Courts of Kar-
nataka, Kerala and Orissa 
to ascertain facts and their 
views. Notice will be served 
through the Registrars Gen-
eral of the respective High 
Courts.’

Further, the court also 
sought assistance of the At-
torney General R Venkata-
ramani.

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case stated 
that, ‘This court deem it ap-
propriate to issue notice to 
the learned Attorney Gen-
eral, who will appear in the 
matter and assist the Court.’

The Delhi High Court in the case has al-
lowed the NTPC Limited’s petition against 
an arbitration award won by Jindal ITF Ltd. 
Despite the ruling, Jindal ITF is protected 
from any adverse action by NTPC until an 
appeal is filed. Jindal ITF is expected to ap-
peal the decision, leveraging advice from 
legal experts, before the Division bench of 
the High Court.

deLhI hIgh court refuses to 
staY BurMan faMILY’s oPen 
offer to BuY an addItIonaL 
26% stake In reLIgare
The Delhi High Court in the case observed and 
has refused to stay the Burman’s Family open 
offer to acquire an additional 26% stake in Re-
ligare Enterprises. The court also rejected a 
minority investor’s plea to halt REL’s AGM on 
February 7. The investor sought a fair assess-
ment of a higher competing offer.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Mirza Abid Beg ver-
sus. State of UP And Ors. 
observed and has expressed 
displeasure over the non-
compliance by the State of Ut-
tar Pradesh with the direction 
of Court to investigate and 
submit a report on instances 
of illegal filling of water bodies 
in Bijnor District.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Abhay Oka and Justice 
Ujjal Bhuyan was hearing the 
present matter.

The bench in the case noted 
that despite the orders passed 
dated July 16, 2024, and No-
vember 22, 2024, thus, the 
Committee failed to comply 
with the directions.

The court in the case direct-
ed the Secretary of the Minis-
try of Environment of Uttar 
Pradesh to submit a personal 

affidavit detailing the prog-
ress made in compliance with 
the order dated July 16, 2024.

The order states:
‘Notwithstanding clear 

orders dated July 16, 2024 
and November 22, 2024, the 
Committee appointed by the 
State of Uttar Pradesh has not 
complied with the directions 
issued by this Court. The State 
has not shown elementary 
courtesy of making an appli-
cation for extension of time 
for complying with the orders 

passed by this Court. This 
court direct the Secretary of 
the Ministry of Environment 
of the State of Uttar Pradesh to 
file his personal affidavit plac-
ing on record the details of the 
work carried out as of date in 
terms of the order dated July, 
16 2024.’

However, the affidavit is to 
be filed by January 24, 2025.

The order dated July 16, 
2024, stemmed from a case 
involving the protection and 
restoration of water bodies in 

Tehsil Nagina, District Bijnor, 
Uttar Pradesh.

The court emphasized the 
State’s constitutional duty 
to safeguard water bodies, 
directed the constitution of a 
committee to investigate in-
stances of illegal filling of wa-
ter bodies in the region. The 
direction came in an appeal 
by one Mirza Abid Beg against 
an order of the National Green 
Tribunal, NGT.

The appellant in the case 
had brought to light instanc-
es where ponds, lakes, and 
water bodies were filled with 
garbage and encroached upon 
for illegal constructions.

The Supreme Court disqual-
ified with the NGT’s handling 
of the matter directed com-
prehensive investigation by 
a committee comprising of 
senior officials from the Rev-
enue Department, Environ-
ment Department, and State 
Pollution Control Board.

Further, the Court mandat-
ed that the committee review 
old revenue records, conduct 
site visits, and propose mea-
sures for restoration and the 
copies of the committee’s 
findings were required to be 
submitted to the Court, with 
the first report initially due by 
November 15, 2024.

The court in its order dated 
November 22, 2024 granted 
the State an extension of one 
month to file the report in 
compliance with the Supreme 
Court’s order dated July 16, 
2024.

The counsel appearing for 
the State had assured the 
court that the report would 
be submitted within the ex-
tended period.

Further, the state failed to 
submit the report within the 
stipulated time.

Accordingly, the curt listed 
the matter for further consid-
eration on February 07, 2025.

The Delhi High Court in 
the case has summoned 

Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor on a defamation 
petition filed by BJP leader 
Rajeev Chandrashekhar. 

Chandrashekhar alleged 
Tharoor made false state-
ments damaging his reputa-
tion. He seeks an amount of 

Rs 10 crore in damages and 
a public apology. The matter 
is listed for further consid-
eration on April 28, 2025.

Supreme Court relieves Datla Sreenivasa 
Varma as in-charge of SIT formed to 
probe Manipur extra-judicial killings

Supreme Court asks 3 High Courts if 
Commercial Divisions dealing with 
admiralty law are constituted 

Delhi High Court allows NTPC’s petition 
against JITF arbitration award

Supreme Court criticises Uttar Pradesh 
govt for non-compliance with order to 
investigate illegal filling of water bodies 

Delhi High Court summons Shashi Tharoor in BJP’s 
Rajeev Chandrashekhar defamation case

The Supreme Court 
in the case Rajubala 
Das v. Union of India 

and Anr observed and has 
directed the Union Govern-
ment to inform the details of 
persons declared as foreign-
ers who have been deported 
so far to their native nations.

The court in the case asked 
the Union how it was pro-
posing to deal with persons, 
who were declared as not 
Indian citizens but whose 
nationality was not known.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Abhay S Oka and 

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan was 
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case 
passed the said directions 
wherein the court was hear-
ing the matter concerning 
foreigners’ detention camps 
in Assam.

The court pulled up the 
State of Assam for not initi-
ating the process to deport 
foreigners, despite being 
aware of their nationalities, 
and questioned their indefi-
nite detention in India.

The bench was informed 
by the lawyer for applicants, 
Senior Advocate Shadan 
Farasat, that deportations 
are not taking place because 

the authorities have only de-
termined that the persons 
are not Indians and have 
not ascertained their na-
tionalities.

The counsel, Senior Ad-

vocate Colin Gonsalves ap-
pearing for the petitioner 
submitted before the court 
that as per his information, 
Bangladesh was refusing to 
accept the persons detained 

in Assam as their citizens. 
Gonsalves said that the pro-
cess thus left persons ‘state-
less’ who are condemned to 
indefinite detention.

On the other hand, the 
counsel, Solicitor General 
of India Tushar Mehta 
informed the bench that 
there were two broad cat-

egories of persons. Thus, 
the one category comprises 
persons who are declared 
as not Indian citizens, and 
t heir nationalities are not 
known and the second cat-
egory consists of persons 
who have been declared by 
the Foreigners Tribunals 
as not Indian citizens and 

whose actual nationalities 
are not known.

The bench in the case 
noted that as far as the first 
category is concerned, there 
is no difficulty regarding 
their deportation. The 
bench directed that, ‘As far 
as the second category is 
concerned, the Union of In-
dia will have to tell the Court 
in what manner the cases of 
persons (whose nationality 
is not known) are to be dealt 
with as they are neither In-
dian nationals nor their citi-
zenship status is known. We 
grant time of one month to 
the Union to file an affidavit.’

The Union shall also place 

on record the details of de-
clared foreigners who are 
not Indian nationals and 
the details of the persons 
who have so far been de-
ported and the details about 
the measure of deportation 
shall also be stated and the 
figures shall be disclosed.

The Another bench com-
prising of Justice JB Pardi-
wala and Justice R Mahade-
van in the case questioned 
the indefinite detention 
of illegal Bangladeshi mi-
grants and asked the Union 
why foreigners who have 
served their sentence under 
the Foreigners Act cannot 
be deported.

Supreme Court ASkS Centre: How mAny perSonS 
DeClAreD AS ForeignerS DeporteD So FAr?
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Therefore, the alleged posters 
had sparked controversy, which 
led to the lodging of the First 
Information Report, FIR by 
the Akhil Bhartiya Kshatriya 
Mahasabha leader Vikrant Singh.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice of India, CJI 
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice 
Sanjay Kumar and Justice 
KV Viswanathan was 
hearing the present matter.

The court pulled up the State of Assam 
for not initiating the process to deport 
foreigners, despite being aware of 
their nationalities, and questioned 
their indefinite detention in India.
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Bangladesh detains actress Meher 
Afroz Shaon for questioning

Karachi sees spike in traffic 
accidents in first 37 days of 2025

Balochistan resident accuses Pakistan Coast 
Guard of destroying his boat

Human Rights Watch urges Bangladesh to stop ‘cycle of violence’

China’s crackdown on Tibetan culture and dissent intensified, says TCHRD report

Pakistan media body condemns 
threats against woman journalist

Bangladeshi actress Me-
her Afroz Shaon has been 
detained by the Detective 
Branch of Bangladesh police 
for questioning. The deten-
tion occurred on Thursday, 
with Additional Commis-
sioner Rezaul Karim Mollick 
stating that Shaon was taken 
in after receiving some infor-
mation, without elaborating 
further.

“After receiving some 
information, we have de-
tained Meher Afroz Shaon 
for questioning,” Rezaul 
Karim Mollick, Additional 
Commissioner (DB) of Dha-
ka Metropolitan Police, told 
ANI over the phone, without 
elaborating.

On being asked whether 

Shaon would be arrested, 
the official said, “We have 
not taken any decision yet.”

Shaon, a renowned actress, 
director, dancer, and play-
back singer, has been critical 
of the interim government 
of Bangladesh on Facebook. 
Her detention comes amidst 
a series of protests and van-
dalism, including an attack 
on the residence of Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman in Dhaka

Shaon won Bangladesh 
National Film Award for 
Best Female Playback Sing-
er for her performance in 
the film “Krihnopokkho” 
(2016). She was the wife of 
the late popular writer and 
director Humayun Ahmed.

Meanwhile, on Wednes-
day, a mob vandalised the 
residence of Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman in Dhaka, Dhaka 
Tribune reported. Visuals 
showed flames on one of the 
floors of the house.

The protesters, reportedly 
demanding a ban on the 
Awami League, stormed 
the premises after break-
ing open the gate, causing 
widespread destruction, 
Dhaka Tribune reported, 
citing UNB.

Local media linked the 
protest to an online speech 
by former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina. Social me-
dia posts had earlier called 
for a “Bulldozer Procession” 
towards Sheikh Mujibur 
Rehman’s residence located 
at Dhanmondi-32 if Sheikh 
Hasina delivered a speech, 
as reported by Dhaka Tri-
bune.

Karachi has witnessed a 
significant rise in traffic ac-
cidents, with 99 major inci-
dents reported in the first 37 
days of 2025, resulting in 39 
fatalities, ARY News report-
ed, citing the traffic police.

As per Ary News, six traf-
fic accidents occurred in 
Karachi in the last 24 hours 
which resulted in the loss of 
lives of nine people and left 
nine others injured. Nota-
bly, the accidents involved 
heavy vehicles, including 
dumpers, trailers, and oil 
tankers.

Citing the traffic police, 
Ary News noted that the 

first six days of February 
alone saw 32 accidents in-
volving heavy traffic.

Three dumper accidents 
resulted in five fatalities, 
while 10 trailer accidents 
claimed 12 lives. Thirteen 
truck accidents resulted in 
13 fatalities, the traffic po-
lice added.

Other accidents included 
five water tanker incidents, 
which claimed eight lives, 
and one oil tanker accident, 
which resulted in one fatal-
ity.

In response to the rising 
number of accidents tak-
ing place in the city, a four-
member committee has 
been formed to investigate 

the cause of the accidents.
The traffic police have is-

sued 34,655 challans and 
arrested 490 drivers.

As per a report by the 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) road safety in Paki-
stan has suffered because 
of past lack of strong lead-
ership and management at 
the central and provincial 
levels.

The ADB report warned 
that unless the government 
implements strong mea-
sures, fatalities are estimat-
ed to increase by at least 33 
percent by 2030.It further 
noted that in urban areas, 
road design and operation 
remain car-focused.

A resident from the Dasht 
Kaldaan area of Balochistan 
has accused the Pakistan 
Coast Guard of damaging his 
sole means of livelihood--a 
small boat that supports his 
family, according to a report 
by the Balochistan Post.

The man claims that the 
Coast Guard, along with 
other maritime agencies, 
has been targeting local fish-
ermen, leading to significant 
financial losses. He has called 
for compensation so he can 
continue to care for his chil-
dren.

According to the Balo-
chistan Post, the local com-
munity has strongly criti-
cized this action, stating 
that the Coast Guard often 

detains fishermen and de-
stroys their boats, making 
it increasingly difficult for 
them to maintain their liveli-
hoods. Residents described 
these actions as unfair and 
unjust, expressing their an-
ger at the repeated incidents.

The frustration of the peo-
ple has been compounded by 

the lack of support from po-
litical leaders. Locals voiced 
their disappointment, ac-
cusing politicians of offer-
ing nothing more than press 
statements, while failing to 
take direct action with the 
relevant authorities. They 
emphasised that their situa-
tion continues to deteriorate 

due to the ongoing harass-
ment from security forces.

The Balochistan Post re-
ported that the affected fish-
ermen and residents are now 
demanding urgent interven-
tion and justice to prevent 
further economic suffering 
in the region. They are call-
ing on both the government 
and concerned agencies to 
take immediate steps to ad-
dress the issue and protect 
their livelihoods.Human 
rights organisations in the 
area have criticised Pakistani 
forces for escalating these ac-
tions to create fear among the 
local people. These groups 
are persistently calling for 
an immediate end to en-
forced disappearances and 
for the authorities to be held 
accountable for their actions.

Bangaldesh should seek UN 
support for reforms, justice 
and the country’s interim 
government led by Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Mu-
hammad Yunus should sup-
port a United Nations-backed 
mechanism that can help se-
cure a democratic future for 
the country instead of suc-
cumbing to a cycle of violence 
and revenge, according to a 
statement by the the Human 
Rights Watch.

The rights body’s statement 
follows Bangladesh founder 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 
residence in Dhaka was 
vandalised during a live on-
line address of his daughter 
and deposed prime minister 

Sheikh Hasina.
Bangladesh should pro-

pose a consensus resolution 
at the upcoming United Na-
tions Human Rights Council 
session in March to request 
technical assistance, further 
investigations, and monitor-
ing and reporting by UN-
backed rights experts, the 

rights body said.
The resolution, according 

to Meenakshi Ganguly, Dep-
uty Asia Director of Human 
Rights Watch should also 
acknowledge the tyranny of 
the previous administration 
and recognize positive hu-
man rights steps taken by 
the interim government. On 

Wednesday, a mob vandal-
ised the residence of Rahman 
in Dhaka, Dhaka Tribune 
reported. Visuals showed 
flames on one of the floors of 
the house. The protesters, re-
portedly demanding a ban on 
the Awami League, stormed 
the premises after breaking 
open the gate, causing wide-
spread destruction, Dhaka 
Tribune reported, citing 
UNB.Local media linked the 
protest to an online speech 
by former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina. Social me-
dia posts had earlier called 
for a “Bulldozer Procession” 
towards Sheikh Mujibur 
Rehman’s residence located 
at Dhanmondi-32 if Sheikh 
Hasina delivered a speech, as 
reported by Dhaka Tribune.

In August 2024, Hasina 
stepped down after 15 years 
of repression, including tor-
ture, extrajudicial killings, 
and enforced disappearances. 
Protests led by students, de-
scribed by many as the Mon-
soon Revolution, eventually 
forced her into exile in India. 

“Nevertheless, the Yunus 
administration is under 
pressure from increasingly 
restless citizens, including 
political groups, students, or 
families of those harmed dur-
ing the Monsoon Revolution. 
While it is facing a campaign 
of misinformation about al-
leged abuses against religious 
and ethnic minorities, it has 
yet to successfully reassure 
minority groups, particularly 
Hindus, who fear attacks. 

The Tibetan Centre for Hu-
man Rights and Democracy 
(TCHRD), a Tibetan non-
governmental nonprofit 
human rights organisation, 
has released a new report in 
its Dissenting Voices series, 
shedding light on the Chi-
nese government’s increas-
ing repression of freedom of 
expression and information 
in Tibet, particularly under 

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
leadership.

As per the report, since Xi’s 
rise to power, China has im-
posed a deeply authoritarian 
agenda, tightening its grip 
on Tibet through extensive 
surveillance, censorship, and 
legal tools designed to stifle 
dissent. The TCHRD report 
outlines how these repres-
sive measures have escalated 
over the past decade, with 
the Chinese government sys-

tematically curbing freedoms 
that once allowed Tibetans to 
voice their cultural and politi-
cal opinions.

The report says that the 
Chinese authorities have 
implemented a far-reaching 
surveillance apparatus that 
extends into every facet of 
Tibetan life. The enforcement 
of legal frameworks such as 
the Cybersecurity Law and 
National Intelligence Law 
has empowered the state to 

monitor online activities, 
criminalize dissent, and con-
trol public discourse. Real-

name registration laws have 
eliminated the possibility of 
online anonymity, making 

Tibetans highly vulnerable to 
punishment if they express 
any opposition to the state. 
This widespread monitor-
ing creates an atmosphere 
of fear, severely curbing free 
expression and encouraging 
self-censorship. In its report, 
TCHRD highlighted the dev-
astating impact of these poli-
cies on Tibetan intellectual 
and cultural life. It claims that 
over the past decade, Tibetans 
who have made significant 

contributions to preserving 
and promoting Tibetan lan-
guage, culture, and literature 
such as artists, writers, sing-
ers, and thought leaders have 
faced increasing persecution. 
Many of these individuals 
have been subjected to arbi-
trary detention, enforced dis-
appearances, and imprison-
ment on vague or politically 
motivated charges. The report 
says that the Chinese govern-
ment’s relentless suppression 

of these voices is not just an at-
tack on free speech but also a 
concerted effort to erase Tibet-
an cultural identity and force 
assimilation into the broader 
Chinese state narrative. This 
report underscores the dire 
consequences of Xi Jinping’s 
crackdown on freedom of 
expression, calling attention 
to the ongoing efforts to sup-
press the Tibetan people’s 
rights to self-determination 
and cultural preservation.

The Digital Media Alliance 
of Pakistan (DigiMAP) has 
strongly condemned the 
threats and intimidation 
faced by senior woman 
journalist and anchor Mu-
nizae Jahangir, a founding 
member of the organization, 
as reported by the Pamir 
Times.

According to Pamir Times, 
DigiMAP expressed con-
cern over these attacks, 
which it views as a direct 
assault on press freedom 
and the constitutionally 
protected right to freedom 
of expression. The organi-
zation highlighted that such 
actions are a clear attempt to 
silence independent voices 
and obstruct efforts to hold 
those in power accountable.

Munizae Jahangir is wide-
ly respected for her dedica-
tion to truth and justice and 
is considered an inspiration 
to many emerging female 
journalists. DigiMAP has 
expressed its full support 
for her, acknowledging her 
significant contribution to 
journalism, as reported by 
Pamir Times.

The Pamir Times reported 
that DigiMAP President 
Sabookh Syed pointed out 
that these threats are part 
of a troubling trend of hos-
tility directed at journalists, 
especially those covering 

sensitive issues like religion 
and blasphemy. He reiter-
ated that any attempt to sti-
fle free speech must be met 
with firm condemnation.

Syed also emphasized that 
the safety of journalists is 
not just a personal matter 
but a critical issue tied to the 
preservation of democratic 
values, human rights, and 
the public’s right to access 
information.

Pamir Times further re-
ported that Shazia Meh-
boob, the Communication 
Secretary of DigiMAP, 
voiced deep concern over 
the harassment Munizae 
Jahangir is facing, which 

appears designed to under-
mine both her professional 
credibility and personal 
safety.

DigiMAP has called on the 
relevant authorities to take 
immediate action, investi-
gate the threats, and ensure 
that those responsible are 
held accountable. 

The organization also re-
affirmed its commitment, 
alongside civil society, to 
create an environment 
where journalists--particu-
larly those in digital media-
-can freely exercise their 
right to free speech and 
press freedom without fear 
of retribution.

Bangladesh on Thurs-
day lodged a strong 
protest against what 

it said were “false and fabri-
cated” statements by former 
premier Sheikh Hasina, cur-
rently in self-exile in New 
Delhi, and sought “appro-
priate measures” to stop her 
from making “incendiary” 
remarks on social media.

Bangladesh’s foreign min-
istry handed over a protest 
note to India’s acting high 
commissioner in Dhaka 
a day after Hasina made 
a speech on her Awami 
League party’s social media 
channels during which she 
accused interim government 
chief Muhammad Yunus of 
conspiring to kill her and her 
sister Sheikh Rehana.

There was no official word 
from the Indian side on the 
development.

After stepping down in 
the face of nationwide pro-
tests last August, Hasina 
fled to India. Her presence 
in the country has emerged 
as an irritant in bilateral ties 
and the interim government 
in Dhaka has often bristled 

over her speeches on social 
media, during which she has 
attacked Yunus.

A statement from the for-
eign ministry in Dhaka said 
it lodged a strong protest 
with the Indian government 
over “false and fabricated 
comments and statements 
continuously being made 
in different platforms” by 
Hasina as this is “instigating 
instability in Bangladesh”.

The protest note handed 
over to the acting Indian high 
commissioner conveyed the 
Bangladesh government’s 
“deep concern, disappoint-
ment and serious reserva-

tion” as Hasina’s statements 
are “hurting the sentiments 
of the people”. The foreign 
ministry also said her ac-
tivities are “considered as a 
hostile act towards Bangla-
desh” and not conducive to 
efforts to establish a healthy 
relationship between the two 
countries.

The foreign ministry re-
quested the Indian govern-
ment to “immediately take 
appropriate measures, in 
the spirit of mutual respect 
and understanding, to stop 
[Hasina] from making such 
false, fabricated and incendi-
ary statements using social 

media and other communi-
cations while she is in India”.
Authorities filed dozens of 
criminal and other cases 
against her after she fled to 
India last August, including 
some related to extra-judicial 
killings and enforced disap-
pearances. The caretaker ad-
ministration made a request 
for Hasina’s extradition on 
December 12 last year, say-
ing she should be sent back 
to face the judicial process.

However, minister of 
state for external affairs 
Kirti Vardhan Singh said 
in a written response to a 
question in Rajya Sabha on 

Thursday that India is yet to 
respond to the extradition 
request. 

“The Government of Ban-
gladesh has sought the extra-
dition of former Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina for offences allegedly 
committed before she came 
to India on 5th August 2024. 
No response has been con-
veyed to the Government of 
Bangladesh,” Singh said.

In a separate development, 
the Anjuman-e-Kaderiya, a 
religious group from Ban-
gladesh, has withdrawn 
its request to Bangladesh 
Railways to arrange a spe-
cial train for its members 
to travel to West Bengal to 
participate in the “Urs” or 
death anniversary of Sufi 
saint Hazrat Syed Murshed 
Ali Al-Qaderi Al-Baghdadi.

Thousands of members of 
Anjuman-e-Kaderiya travel 
to the Indian state every 
February for the event and 
special trains have been ar-
ranged for them since 1953. 
People familiar with the 
matter said this will be the 
first time in hundreds of 
years that the group’s mem-
bers will not participate in 
the Urs in held in Medinipur.

Bangladesh slams sheikh hasina’s 
RemaRks, URges india to inteRvene
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n Bangladesh’s foreign ministry handed a 
protest note to India’s acting high com-
missioner, condemning Hasina’s “false 
and fabricated” statements that alleg-
edly incite instability.  

n Bangladesh formally requested Hasina’s 
extradition in December, but India has 
yet to respond, as confirmed by Minister 
Kirti Vardhan Singh in Rajya Sabha.  

n Anjuman-e-Kaderiya withdrew its request 
for a special train to West Bengal for an annual Urs event, marking the first 
such cancellation in centuries.
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Paank has vehemently de-
nounced the enforced dis-
appearances in Balochistan, 
drawing attention to a trou-
bling trend of human rights 
abuses by Pakistani officials.

Fears of state-sponsored 
repression increased after 
eight people were forcibly 
removed from various loca-
tions throughout the prov-
ince between February 3 
and February 5, 2025.

Among the missing is 
Mehmood, son of Mehfooz, 
who was abducted from 
his home in Essai, Panjgur. 
Hafiz Ali Mir, a student 
from Kharan district, was 
taken by Pakistani forces in 
Quetta.

Paank condemns 
surge in enforced 
disappearances in 
Balochistan
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According to Pamir Times, DigiMAP 
expressed concern over these attacks, 
which it views as a direct assault on 
press freedom and the constitutionally 
protected right to freedom of expression.

Bangladesh on Thursday lodged a strong protest against what it said were “false 
and fabricated” statements by former premier Sheikh Hasina,.



 

The International Criminal 
Court on Friday called on 
member states to stand up 
against sanctions imposed 
by U.S. President Donald 
Trump, describing the move 
as an attempt to “harm its 
independent and impartial 
judicial work.”

The embattled court has 
received support in Europe 
from traditional allies of the 
U.S.

“Sanctioning the ICC 
threatens the court’s inde-
pendence and undermines 
the international criminal 
justice system as a whole,” 
said European Council 
President António Costa, 
who heads the summits of 
the European Union’s 27 
leaders. It was the toughest 
direct criticism by a senior 
EU official to a decision by 
Trump since his return to 
office last month.

The White House issued 
the executive order against 
the ICC on Thursday in re-
sponse to what it called “ille-
gitimate and baseless actions 
targeting America and our 
close ally Israel.”

Trump’s order was a re-
sponse to the arrest warrant 
that the ICC issued last year 
for Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu over 
alleged war crimes in Gaza. 
The U.S. and Israel aren’t 
members of the court and 
don’t recognize it’s authority.

‘No one stands above inter-
national law’

The Hague-based ICC said 
that it “condemns” the move 
by the Trump administra-
tion. “The Court stands firm-
ly by its personnel and pledg-
es to continue providing 
justice and hope to millions 
of innocent victims of atroci-
ties across the world,” the 
court said in a statement.“We 
call on our 125 States Parties, 
civil society and all nations 

of the world to stand united 
for justice and fundamental 
human rights,” it said.

Germany said it will await 
the impact of the U.S. sanc-
tions, while indicating where 
its sympathy lies.

“Standing up for interna-
tional law and for the Inter-
national Criminal Court is in 
our own maximum security 
interest,” German Foreign 
Minister Annalena Baerbock 
said. The court “is one of the 
greatest achievements of in-
ternational criminal law and 
is supported by more than 
120 states,” she added.

“If the ICC could no longer 
continue its work now, that 
would be one of the biggest 
joys for (Russian President 
Vladimir) Putin,” Baer-
bock said. “In the past three 
years, Putin had to see that 
his crimes against human-
ity, such as the abduction of 
Ukrainian children, do not 
remain without consequenc-
es.” She noted that Putin had 

been unable to travel to a 
BRICS summit of developing 
economies in South Africa 
and said that “no one stands 
above international law.”

‘Court’s work is essential’
European Commission 

President Ursula von der 
Leyen said the ICC “must 
be able to freely pursue the 
fight against global impuni-
ty. Europe will always stand 
for justice and the respect of 
international law.”

The Netherlands, which 
hosts the court, has also 
condemned Trump’s order. 
“The Netherlands regrets 
the executive order impos-
ing sanctions on the ICC. 
The court’s work is essential 
in the fight against impuni-
ty,” Foreign Affairs Minister 
Caspar Veldkamp said in a 
statement.

People in the Dutch gov-
ernment say the Netherlands 
has been trying to assist the 
court in shielding itself from 
the fallout.

Russia Claims CaptuRe of easteRn 
ukRaine town; kyiv silent

A staff member of Christie’s holds a cartoon drawing against a backdrop of Barry Humphries and Dame Edna, during a 
preview of Barry Humphries: The Personal Collection in London. Photograph: AP
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Russia’s Defense Min-
istry claimed on Fri-
day that its forces 

had captured the coal min-
ing town of Toretsk in their 
latest breakthrough in 
eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk 
region, where Ukrainian 
defenses are creaking.

Ukrainian officials did not 
immediately make any com-
ments on the Russian claim.

A Ukrainian officer in a 
brigade on the outskirts of 
Toretsk cast doubt on the 
Russian statement. Yevhen 
Alkhimov, the press officer 
of the 28th Brigade, told The 
Associated Press by phone 
that his unit had not been 
moved from its position, 
which he said likely would 
have happened if Toretsk 
had fallen.

Russia’s much larger army 
has conducted a sustained 
yearlong campaign along 
the eastern front, gradually 
loosening the short-handed 
and weary Ukrainian forces’ 
grip on its strongholds as the 
war approaches its fourth 
year later this month.

The losses coincide with 
uncertainty over whether 
the United States will keep 
providing vital military 
aid. U.S. President Donald 
Trump, who says he is mak-
ing American interests his 
priority, has said he wants 
to end the war, although his 
plans for securing peace are 

unclear.
DeepState, an open-source 

Ukrainian map widely used 
by the military and analysts, 
showed late Thursday that 
Ukrainian troops were on 
the northwest edge of To-
retsk and still had some sol-
diers inside the town itself.

The Russian Defense Min-
istry said the Ukrainian 
military has heavily forti-
fied Toretsk and developed 
a network of underground 
communications, turning 
practically every building 
into a well-protected firing 
position. The Ukrainian 
forces also have used coal 
mines and waste heaps in 
Toretsk’s western and north-
ern parts as defenses, it said 
in a statement.

Russia’s claimed fall of To-
retsk, if confirmed, would 
advance its sweep across 
the Donetsk, which has cost 

Moscow heavily in troops 
and armor but has paid div-
idends for the Kremlin. In 
the offensive, Russian forces 
crush settlements with the 
brute force of 3,000-pound 
(1,300-kilo) glide bombs, ar-
tillery, missiles and drones, 
then send in infantry units to 
attack the exposed defend-
ers.

So far this year, Kurakhove 
was the first significant town 
to capitulate under Russia’s 
onslaught, after Russian 
forces captured Avdiivka 
and Vuhledar last year. 
Russian forces last month 
also took Velyka Novosilka, 
in the same area.

The towns were part of a 
belt of Ukrainian defenses 
in the east. Russia’s other 
targets are the key logistics 
hub of Pokrovsk and the 
strategically important city 
of Chasiv Yar.

Russia seeks to take con-
trol of all parts of Donetsk 
and neighboring Luhansk, 
which together make up 
Ukraine’s Donbas industrial 
region.

Russia accelerated its de-
struction of Ukraine’s front-
line cities in 2024 to a scale 
previously unseen in the 
war, using the glide bombs 
and an expanding network 
of airstrips, according to an 
Associated Press analysis 
last year of drone footage, 
satellite imagery, Ukrainian 
documents and Russian 
photos.

Meanwhile, the head of the 
U.N. atomic watchdog met 
Friday in Moscow with the 
chief of Russia’s state-owned 
nuclear energy provider 
Rosatom to discuss security 
around southern Ukraine’s 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power 
Plant.
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The UK’s Royal Navy has 
expanded its mess dress 
code policy for formal and 
ceremonial occasions to in-
clude ethnic outfits, includ-
ing the sari, to reflect wider 
forms of the country’s cul-
tural identity.

Lance Corporal Jack Ka-
nani, chair of the Royal 
Navy’s Race Diversity Net-
work, recently made the an-
nouncement of the update to 
the dress code as part of the 
force’s wider “Cultural Equiv-
alent” initiative. The existing 
code for naval mess func-
tions already covers Scottish, 
Irish, Welsh, Cornish and 

Manx heritage, represented 
through the wearing of kilts 
and tartan dresses.

“As Chair of the Royal Navy 

Race Diversity Network 
(RNRDN), it gives me great 
pleasure to announce that 
existing Royal Navy (RN) cul-

tural mess dress policy has 
just been updated to include 
wider forms of British cul-
tural identity,” said Kanani.
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Saris included in UK’s Royal Navy’s 
ceremonial dress code 

US officials on Friday said a 
search is underway in rural 
Alaska after a plane carry-
ing 10 people, including the 
pilot did not arrive in Nome 
at the scheduled time, as per 
local media.

The Bering Air Caravan 
flight, from Unalakleet to 
Nome, was reported overdue 
to Alaska State Troopers at 4 
pm local time, as per Alaska 
Department of Public Safety 
as cited by NBC News.

The Coast Guard has been 
notified, and there is also 
an active ground search, 
the Nome Volunteer Fire 
Department said in a state-
ment on social media.

The official Coast Guard 
account on X for the Alaska 
maritime area said that that 
the plane was 12 miles off-
shore going from Unalakleet 
to Nome when its position 
was lost.

“The US Coast Guard 
District 17 responded to an 
aircraft emergency notifi-
cation from Alaska Rescue 
Coordination Center at 4:30 
p.m. today for a Cessna Cara-
van that reported to have 10 
people aboard,” the USCG-
Alaska said.

Meanwhile, CNN had re-
ported that a US-contracted 
surveillance plane crashed 
in the Philippines on Thurs-
day morning, killing all four 
personnel on board, includ-
ing one US military service 
member, according to US 
Indo-Pacific Command.

Also on January 29, an 
American Airlines flight 
from Wichita, Kansas, col-
lided with a Black Hawk 
helicopter near Ronald 
Reagan Washington Na-
tional Airport. Sixty-four 
people, including four crew, 
aboard a commercial airliner 
of American Airlines died in 
the mid air crash.

President Donald Trump’s 
administration is using fed-
eral prisons to detain some 
people arrested in its im-
migration crackdown, the 
federal Bureau of Prisons 
said Friday, returning to a 
strategy that drew allegations 
of mistreatment during his 
first term.

In a statement to The As-
sociated Press, the prison 
agency said it is assisting U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement “by housing 
detainees and will continue to 
support our law enforcement 
partners to fulfill the admin-
istration’s policy objectives.”

The Bureau of Prisons 
declined to say how many 
immigration detainees it is 
taking in, or which prison 
facilities are being used.

“For privacy, safety, and se-
curity reasons, we do not com-

ment on the legal status of an 
individual, nor do we specify 
the legal status of individuals 
assigned to any particular fa-
cility, including numbers and 
locations,” the agency said.

Three people familiar with 
the matter told the AP that 
federal jails in Los Angeles 
and Miami and a federal 
prison in Atlanta are be-
ing used for immigration 
detention. The people were 
not authorized to speak pub-
licly and did so on condition 
of anonymity.

An influx of immigration 
detainees could put yet more 
strain on federal prisons, 
which AP reporting revealed 
have been plagued by severe 
understaffing, violence and 
other problems. The Bureau 
of Prisons is the Justice De-
partment’s biggest agency 
with more than 30,000 em-
ployees, 122 facilities, 155,000 
inmates and an annual bud-
get of about $8 billion.

US aircraft with 10 
aboard goes missing in 
Alaska, search on

Federal prisons hold 
detainees from Trump’s 
immigration crackdown
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It appears that Trump will 
continue to generate sig-
nificant upheaval in both 
American and interna-
tional political landscapes 
through his bold and con-
troversial choices. This 
week, President

Trump enacted an execu-
tive order that has initiated 
a comprehensive assess-
ment of the US&#39; fi-
nancial contributions and 
participation in the UN, 
thereby introducing uncer-
tainty regarding the

US’ longstanding role as 
the primary benefactor of 
the global organization. 
Prior to signing the order,

Trump expressed his be-
lief in the UN’s significant 
potential, while oxymo-
ronically criticizing its cur-
rent performance as failing 
to meet that potential. 

Additionally, he an-
nounced the withdrawal of 
the US from the UN Human 

Rights Council and the ces-
sation of funding to the UN 
Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA), which is vital 
for providing humanitar-
ian aid to millions affected 
by conflict in Gaza. Though 
these actions were antici-
pated, given Trump’s previ-
ous decisions to disengage 
from both entities during 
his initial presidential term. 
Also, the executive order 
mandated a review of the 
US’ participation in UNES-
CO, the agency responsible 
for safeguarding world 
heritage sites. This move 
reflects a broader strategy 
to reassess and potentially 
recalibrate the US’ commit-
ments to international or-
ganizations, aligning them 
more closely with the ad-
ministration &#39;s views 
on equity in global gover-
nance. However, this has 
left the UN in great worry. 

Trump already announced 
the US’ withdrawal from 
the WHO, citing dissatis-
faction with its handling of 
global health crises and a 
perceived bias against the 
US. This move has raised 
alarms about the potential 
repercussions for interna-
tional health cooperation 
and the capacity to manage 
future pandemics effec-
tively. Additionally, Trump 
also issued an executive 
order that initiated the for-
mal exit of the US from the 
Paris Agreement. He criti-
cized the agreement for im-
posing excessive economic 
burdens on the country and 
aimed to decrease financial 
contributions to interna-

tional climate initiatives. 
Nevertheless, this decision 
is likely to have significant 
implications for global ef-
forts to collaborate on the 
critical issue of climate 
change mitigation. The UN 
had been preparing for the 
possibility of Trump’s sec-
ond term, having already 
navigated a challenging pe-
riod during his initial four 
years in office. Guterres 
adeptly managed the UN’s 
strained relations with 
the US by largely avoid-
ing public confrontations 
with Trump. Nevertheless, 
on the very first day of his 
second term, Trump an-
nounced the withdrawal 
of the US from both the 

WHO and the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement. Again, 
though many analysts had 
anticipated these moves, 
viewing them as consis-
tent with Trump&#39;s 
previous policies, these 
decisions would have a se-
rious impact on numerous 
international programs 
worldwide. This shift may 
disrupt ongoing efforts to 
address humanitarian cri-
ses and could hinder the 
effectiveness of initiatives 
designed to support vul-
nerable populations during 
times of conflict and natural 
disasters.

The US not only hosts the 
UN headquarters in New 
York City but also stands 
as the largest financial sup-
porter of the organization, 
contributing around 22 per-
cent of its overall budget. 
Following the US, China 
contributes approximately 
15 percent, making it the 

second largest contribu-
tor. Also, the US plays a 
significant role as a donor 
to numerous agencies and 
supports the annual global 
humanitarian appeal aimed 
at assisting populations af-
fected by conflicts and nat-
ural disasters. Trump’s de-
cisions are going to impact 
these programs as well.

W h i l e  m a k i n g  t h e 
critical accouchements, 
Trump expressed his 
discontent with the UN, 
characterizing it as inef-
fective in resolving ongo-
ing global conflicts, which 
he claimed his administra-
tion was actively working 
to mitigate. The UN has 
faced significant criticism 
for failing to meet its re-
sponsibilities in mediating 
disputes and maintaining 
peace in various regions 
worldwide. Trump’s re-
marks also highlighted 
a broader sentiment re-

garding the UN&#39;s 
perceived shortcomings in 
fulfilling its peacekeeping 
mandate. Many observers 
have pointed out that the 
organization’s inability to 
effectively address these 
pressing issues under-
mines its credibility and 
purpose on the interna-
tional stage.

However, at least, the de-
cisions made by Trump re-
garding UNRWA and the 
UN Human Rights

Council may not yield 
significant immediate con-
sequences. This is largely 
due to the Biden Adminis-
tration’s cessation of fund-
ing for UNRWA, which 
followed allegations from 
Israel that the agency had 
been extensively compro-
mised by Hamas. Trump 
has also declared this week 
that there is &quot;no 
place&quot; for the LG-
BTQ community within the 

armed forces, sports, and 
employment sectors, ignit-
ing a global discussion on 
the implications of such a 
stance. This decision can be 
attributed to his alignment 
with his domestic base and 
an anti- woke ideology. Ad-
ditionally, he has initiated 
the deportation of foreign 
nationals residing illegally 
in the US, with a recent 
operation resulting in the 
repatriation of over 100 In-
dian nationals to Amritsar 
via a special flight. 

While the Indian govern-
ment has confirmed that 
these individuals were 
living in the US without 
legal status, the proce-
dures employed by the US 
administration during the 
deportation process have 
also raised questions and 
sparked controversy. 

The author is Professor, School 
of International Studies, JNU
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BRAIN PICKING

Malaika Arora poses for her social media (Instagram)

PICtuRe PeRfeCt

Make your own rules, set your own trends

— Khushi Kapoor
(Indian Actress)

‘Dev D’ felt like a big exam as I was still learning 
Hindi: Kalki Koechlin 

Actor Kalki Koechlin says 
she remembers being 
“highly stressed” about 
her Hindi while work-
ing on Anurag Kashyap-
directed “Dev D”, which 
released in February 2009 
and slowly acquired a cult 
status.

“Dev D”, starring Ab-
hay Deol in the title role, 
is a modern take on Sarat 
Chandra Chattopadhyay’s 
much-adapted Bengali 
novel “Devdas”. It also 
starred Mahie Gill in the 
role of Paro.

It was Koechlin’s first 

leading role in Hindi cin-
ema and the actor was still 
learning Hindi when she 
landed the role of Leni/
Chanda in the movie.

“My memory is of be-
ing highly stressed about 
Hindi. It was when I was 
still learning Hindi and 
I got a special tutor for 

learning all the dialogues. I 
didn’t understand some of 
the dialogues but I would 
be able to say them in my 
sleep. I was just mugging 
them. So, it felt like a big 
exam,” Koechlin told PTI 
in an interview.

The film, which com-
pleted 15 years of its release 
on February 6, was the first 
major hit for Kashyap and 
all its actors earned critical 
acclaim for their roles. The 
soundtrack is considered 
one of the best works of 
Amit Trivedi’s career till date 
with hits like “Emosanal 
Attyachaar”, “Paayaliya”, 
“Nayan Tarse”, “Pardesi” 
and “Aankh Micholi”.

Director Ashwini Iyer 
Tiwari says she is a fan of 
romantic stories but there 
are very few films being 
made in the genre and she

would love to see some 
fresh pairings.

The filmmaker is also 
looking forward to the 
reaction of audiences to the 
re-release of her romance-
comedy “Bareilly Ki Barfi”, a 
small-town romantic drama 
that featured Kriti Sanon 
and Ayushmann Khurrana 
as lead pairs "After the 
pandemic, a lot of things 
have changed, especially the 
way we view cinema. I’m a 
big lover of romantic cinema. 
I love the genre.

I would love to make more 
romance films. There’s a lot 
of love missing in people’s 
lives, we as storytellers need 
to add more love

and joy to their lives,” the 
director, known for helming 

movies such as “Nil Battey 
Sannata”, and “Panga”, told the 
news agency in an interview.

“I would like to see Alia 
and Ayushmann together in 
a love story, I would like to 
see Vicky Kaushal and Kriti 
Sanon in a love story, that 
will be a great combination,” 
she said. Originally released 
during the Independence 
Day weekend of 2017, 

"Bareilly Ki Barfi" was re-
released during a month 
traditionally associated 
with love—February. 

It is out in cinema halls 
across India from Friday. 
“Back then, we had finished 
shooting in December and 
then we had to do post-
production work so then we 
felt August was the correct 
date. 

TdG NETWORK
New DelhI 

‘I would like to see Alia and 
Ayushmann in a love story’

Ac t o r  P r i y a n k a 
Chopra has been 
at the heart of the 

ongoing wedding celebra-
tions for her brother, Sid-
dharth Chopra, and his fi-
ancee Neelam Upadhyaya. 
The couple's grand sangeet 
ceremony, held in Mum-
bai on February 6, 2025, 
was filled with music, 
dance, and fun moments. 
While Priyanka has been 
actively involved in the 
pre-wedding functions, 
it was her husband, Nick 
Jonas, who truly stole 
the spotlight at the event. 
Nick, who had not attended 
the previous mehendi and 
haldi ceremonies, arrived in 
Mumbai earlier on February 

6, making a stylish entrance 
at the sangeet ceremony. 
Dressed in a royal blue 
bandhgala suit with match-
ing trousers, Nick twinned 
with his wife, Priyanka, 
who looked stunning in a 
blue embellished lehenga. 

As the night unfolded, 
Nick Jonas took to the 
stage, delivering a heart-
felt musical performance 
that added an unforget-
table touch to the evening. 
Accompanied by his fa-
ther, Paul Kevin Jonas, who 

played the synthesizer, 
Nick performed his popu-
lar song 'Maan Meri Jaan 
(Afterlife) 'for the guests. 
Siddharth Chopra shared 
the glimpses from the cer-
emony on his Instagram 
handle.

NICK, PRIyANKA steAl tHe sHow wItH 
sPeCIAl PeRfoRmANCe 

At the Santa Barbara In-
ternational Film Festival, 
Angelina Jolie shared a 
deeply personal memory 
from her past, recounting 
a poignant moment involv-
ing her mother, Marcheline 
Bertrand, and the Oscars.

Angelina Jolie was there 
to receive the prestigious 
Maltin Modern Master 
Award, presented by film-
maker Ava DuVernay, and 
engage in a conversation 
with critic Leonard Mal-
tin about her impressive 
career spanning decades, 
according to People maga-
zine.

The 49-year-old actress 
began by recalling the year 
her father, Jon Voight, won 
the Academy Award for 
Best Actor for 'Coming 
Home' in 1979.

At the time, Voight was 
separated from Bertrand, 
Jolie's mother, and their di-
vorce was finalized a year 
later.

While Voight attended the 
star-studded Oscars cer-
emony with actress Stacey 
Pickren, the "other wom-
an," Jolie's mother was at 
home with her two young 
children.

"My mom was home with 

two little kids," Jolie shared, 
adding, "My mom's dream 
was to be an actor. I be-
lieve my mother's mother's 
dream was to be an actor, 
which is probably why she 
took her to the theater in 
Chicago all the time."

Angelina Jolie gets emotional reflecting on 
father's oscar win

AGENCIES
wAshINgtoN  

TdG NETWORK
MuMbAI  

In recent times, GenZ has had its 
fair share of films made around 
them in Bollywood. Lifestyle, 
relationships, activities and en-
gagements, social life driven by 
mobile devices, aspirations and 
dreams, and complex behav-
ioural patterns have all been 
captured intricately by many 
films and web series like Call Me 
Bae, Tu Jhoothi Main Makkar, 
Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem Ka-
haani, or Zara Hat Ke Zara Bach 
Ke, among others.

Advait Chandan directed 
Loveyapa is another brilliant 
film that focuses on GenZ and 
is made around the mobile 
mania that our young genera-

tion is gripped with. The story 
also reminds us of the mayhem 
caused by each other’s mobile 
content in the married lives of 
a few friends in the film Khel 
Khel Mein, but this time the 
avalanche hits the loving couple 
before they get married.

Junaid Khan and Khushi Ka-
poor both prove to be highly 
talented next-generation actors 
and come out as very promising 
ones in the future of Bollywood. 
Ashutosh Rana again makes an 
impact in his role as Khushi’s 
father and the one who triggers 
an opening of a can of worms as 
far as the couple’s past relation-
ships are concerned.

Gaurav Sachdeva ( Junaid 
Khan) and Baani Sharma 
(Khushi Kapoor) and madly in 

love with each other. The film 
opens up with Gaurav blowing 
up his entire savings and bor-
rowings from his close friends 
to fund a new mobile for Baani, 
who is too scared of her Shud-
dha-Hindi-speaking, Indian 

orthodox father Atul Kumar 
Sharma (Ashutosh Rana).

The father catches the love 
birds and asks Baani to invite 
Gaurav to meet him, where 
Baani preps Gaurav on how to 
handle her father in talks. When 

Gaurav visits Baani's home, her 
father proposes to swap the 
mobile phones of Gaurav and 
Baani, which they reluctantly 
agree, as they weren’t left with 
any choice. 

This mobile swap unleashes 

a slew of emotional events be-
tween the couple as they delve 
into the darker side of each of 
them, being revealed moment 
by moment turning their pas-
sionate love into the wall of ha-
tred as the story unfolds. Un-
willing to accept that there are 
many experiences this genera-
tion goes through in their lives 
in this digital age, and most 
of them come from purely a 
need to have fun, emotional 
support, and bonding, and 
probably arising out of FOMO 
syndrome and not from an act 
of malaise.

In parallel, there are other 
family events unfold like 
Gaurav’s sister Kiran Sachdeva 
(Tanvika Parlikar) is getting 
married to Anupam (Kiku 
Sharda), and this mobile phone 
brings the marriage to almost a 
halt, until an open conversation 
between Gaurav and Anupam 

clears the airs for Kiran.
In the first half the film re-

volves around the life and 
lifestyle of GenZ playfully, 
but it turns into an emotional 
melodrama as the layers keep 
opening up in the second half. 
Junaid Khan has done justice 
to his character of a funny and 
hyperactive young boy to a 
mature and emotional person 
ready to accept the challenges 
of marriage and responsibility. 
Khushi Kapoor is very prom-
ising as she comes across the 
girl next door without any 
cosmetic filmy glamour, and 
surely many hearts will throb 
for her.

Loveyapa is a great family 
entertainer and a must-watch, 
especially for the current gen-
eration.
Praveen Nagda is Festival Director 
of KidzCINEMA and CultureCin-
ema Film Festivals

RevIew: loveyAPA *****
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The pomegranate, a fruit 
rich in vibrant colour and 
layered with seeds, has 
long symbolized fertility, 
power, and transformation. 
For centuries, it has stood 
as a metaphor for women’s 
resilience, strength, and 
complexity. In many cul-
tures, the pomegranate em-
bodies a woman’s potential 
for growth, creativity, and 
renewal. Today, as we enter 
a bold era for women, this 
fruit’s symbolism is more 
relevant than ever. The cur-
rent generation of women 
is like the pomegranate: full 
of layers, each representing 
their distinct roles, ambi-
tions, and dreams. As these 
women break barriers and 
redefine the boundaries 
of society, they carry with 
them the seeds of change, 
empowered by the collective 
strength of those who came 
before them. From the arts to 
politics, from science to en-
trepreneurship, we are wit-
nessing a renaissance where 
women are stepping into 
their power, unapologeti-
cally claiming their space, 
and shaping the world with 
unstoppable force.

Today’s women are con-
sidered bold because they 
are continuously challeng-
ing traditional gender roles, 
speaking up for their rights, 
and breaking barriers across 
various fields. Several key 
factors contribute to this 
boldness More women are 
financially independent to-
day than ever before. With 
increased access to jobs and 
business opportunities, 
women are no longer reli-
ant on others for their liveli-
hood. This economic inde-
pendence allows women to 
make their own choices, live 
on their own terms, and have 

more control over their lives. 
Social media has become a 
powerful tool for women to 
voice their opinions, share 
their stories, and connect 
with others around the 
world. Platforms like Insta-
gram, Twitter, and YouTube 
allow women to showcase 
their talents, spread aware-
ness on important social is-
sues, and challenge harmful 
stereotypes. This has made 
it easier for women to raise 
their voices and demand 
change Today’s women 
have the support that have 
allowed women to unite and 
amplify their voices, fighting 
against discrimination, ha-
rassment, and inequality. 

Many women today are 
rejecting the stereotypes 

that have historically been 
placed on them. They’re 
pursuing careers in sci-
ence, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics 
(STEM), leadership roles 
in politics, and excelling 
in sports that were once 
seen as “men’s domains.” 
Women like Serena Wil-
liams, Kamala Harris, 
and Malala Yousafzai are 
breaking these stereotypes 
by excelling in their fields 
and inspiring others to do 
the same. Today’s women 
are bold because they have 
access to more opportu-
nities, tools, and support 
than ever before. They’re 
breaking free from the 
constraints of traditional 
gender roles and redefin-

ing what it means to be a 
woman. Their courage to 
speak up, push boundar-
ies, and stand up for them-
selves and others is shap-
ing a future where women’s 
strength and resilience are 
celebrated. The bold era 
of womanhood is not just 
a fleeting moment in time, 
but a powerful movement 
reshaping the very fabric 
of society. 

Today’s women, much 
like the pomegranate, are 
multifaceted, resilient, and 
unafraid to challenge outdat-
ed norms. They are rewrit-
ing the rules, taking control 
of their own destinies, and 
inspiring future genera-
tions to do the same. With 
greater access to education, 

economic independence, 
and a global platform for 
expression, women are 
breaking barriers in every 
field imaginable. From the 
arts to politics, from sports 
to technology, the boldness 
of today’s women is unde-
niable. As they continue to 
pave the way for change, 
they carry the wisdom 
and strength of those who 
fought before them, ensur-
ing that the seeds of prog-
ress will continue to grow 
and flourish. The future 
is bright, and it belongs to 
those women who dare to 
dream, disrupt, and define 
their own paths.

Dr Haseena Kabeer is a free-
lancer columnist

Anxious attachment is a 
style of attachment devel-
oped in childhood due to 
inconsistent or unpredict-
able caregiving. It carries 
into adulthood, influenc-
ing romantic relationships, 
friendships, and self-per-
ception. Individuals with 
anxious attachment often 
struggle with fears of aban-
donment, emotional de-
pendency, and heightened 
sensitivity to relationship 
dynamics. Below are the key 
signs of an anxious attach-
ment style:
1. Fear oF 
abandonment
One of the most common 
signs of anxious attachment 
is an intense fear of being 
abandoned or rejected. Indi-
viduals with this attachment 
style often worry excessively 
about their partners leaving 
them, even without rational 
cause. This fear can lead to 
clingy behavior, constant 
reassurance-seeking, and 
difficulty trusting that their 
partner truly cares for them.
2. overanalyzing 
relationships
People with anxious at-
tachment tend to overana-
lyze every aspect of their 
relationships, from text 
messages to body language. 
They may read too much 
into minor interactions, 
perceiving distance where 
none exists. If a partner 
takes longer than usual to 
respond to a message, they 
might assume the worst—
that they are being ignored 
or abandoned.
3. needing 
Constant 
reassuranCe
Those with an anxious at-
tachment style often seek 
validation and reassurance 
from their partners. They 
frequently ask questions 
like “Do you still love me?” 
or “Are you mad at me?” 
Their self-worth is often tied 
to how their partner treats 
them, making them highly 
dependent on external vali-
dation.
4. diFFiCulty being 
alone
Anxiously attached indi-
viduals often struggle with 

being alone. They may feel 
empty, restless, or anxious 
when they are not in a re-
lationship or when their 
partner is unavailable. This 
can lead them to stay in un-
healthy relationships sim-
ply to avoid loneliness.
5. Jealousy and 
possessiveness
Jealousy is another common 
trait of anxious attachment. 
Individuals may feel threat-
ened by their partner’s 
friendships, colleagues, 
or even family members, 
fearing that they will be 
replaced. This can lead to 
controlling behaviors, such 
as checking their partner’s 
phone, constantly question-
ing their whereabouts, or 
demanding excessive time 
together.
6. 
overCompensating 
in relationships
People with anxious attach-
ment often try too hard to 
please their partners, some-
times at the expense of their 
own needs. They may go out 
of their way to make their 
partner happy, fearing that 
if they don’t, they will be 
abandoned. This can result 
in a pattern of unhealthy 
self-sacrifice.
7. emotional 
rollerCoaster
Anxious attachment can 

lead to extreme emotional 
highs and lows. If a part-
ner is attentive, they may 
feel euphoric, but if their 
partner is distant, they may 
experience intense anxiety 
or sadness. This emotional 
instability can make rela-
tionships exhausting for 
both partners.
8. Fear oF ConFliCt
Individuals with anxious 
attachment often avoid 
conflict at all costs because 
they fear it might push their 
partner away. Instead of ex-
pressing their true feelings, 
they may suppress their 
emotions, leading to unre-
solved resentment.

Understanding anxious 
attachment is the first step 
toward healing. Therapy, 
self-reflection, and prac-
ticing self-soothing tech-
niques can help individu-
als develop a more secure 
attachment style. Building 
self-esteem, fostering in-
dependence, and learn-
ing healthy communica-
tion skills are essential in 
breaking the cycle of emo-
tional dependency.

If you resonate with these 
signs, know that anxious 
attachment can be man-
aged, and secure, healthy 
relationships are possible 
with effort and self-aware-
ness.

The bold era of womanhood SignS of anxiouS attachment  
in relationShipS

Alone in the City: Silent StruggleS of SmAll-town women

A journalist from Indore 
moves to Delhi to work 
with a leading media 

house in New Delhi. A classi-
cally trained female musician 
from Kanpur finds it difficult 
to pursue her unconventional 
career in a non-metro, and 
moves to Mumbai in search of 
name, fame, money. A fashion 
designer from Jaipur relocates 
to Delhi to intern with top de-
signers. A fresh engineering 
graduate based out of Bikaner 
moves to Gurgaon because the 
“pay is significantly higher in 
metros and opportunities for 
growth are also there. Here I 
may earn Rs 20,000 as against 
a good Rs 60,000- Rs 1,00,000 
in a metro. My town has no 
MNCs, corporate hubs and no 
exposure to big opportunities. 
Staying in my cocoon means 
goodbye to growth.”

Beyond finances, young wom-
en from Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities 

are migrating to metros for 
freedom. They want financial 
independence, away from fam-
ily control. It’s an escape from 
the small-town patriarchy —no 
curfews on timings and dress 
codes and more importantly, 
no pressure to “settle down.” 
The city gives them space to 
explore life, delay marriage, 
and find love on their own 
terms. Here, they make choic-
es—what to wear, where to go, 
how to live. But the fact is this 
freedom- both financial and 
mental- comes at a cost. Life 

in general is tough for women 
because they must prove them-
selves at every point. But more 
so when you are away from 
home in a strange land. The 
journey is often riddled with 
socio-economic and emotional 
security challenges.

The biggest hurdle? Housing. 
Skyrocketing rents in Mumbai, 
Delhi, and Bangalore eat up 
most of their earnings. But find-
ing a place is even tougher—
many landlords refuse single 
women, fearing “unwanted 
social elements” or “lifestyle 

concerns.”
Sujata Roy, a top-tier corpo-

rate professional who moved 
from Kolkata to Delhi, recalls 
her toughest lesson: “Never 
confide in anybody, esp men, 
that you live alone. In fact this 
advice was reiterated later by 
a male colleague of mine.” It 
took Sujata almost a decade of 
struggle—mentally, physically, 
emotionally, and financially—to 
finally feel settled.

“Society sees single women 
as easy prey. When you’re 
still climbing the ladder, even 

spending Rs 2,500-3,000 on 
a maid feels like a big expense. 
And we barely find help be-
cause we leave early, return 
late, and end up surviving on 
packaged food. You come back 
to a cold house... and that’s how 
India’s migratory single women 
become the biggest brand am-
bassadors of Maggi. Calling 
your parents and siblings back 
home is a mandatory task as-
signed. Your break-ups become 
ten times tougher as your emo-
tional anchors are back home,” 
she says.

Work-life balance? A myth. 
Many live paycheck to pay-
check, forced to return home 
if they lose their jobs—some 
battling depression, others too 
ashamed to go back as “fail-
ures.” For many, the only way 
out is co-living spaces—cheaper 
rent, better security, and a sense 
of community.

Unlike men, women in new 
cities lack strong networks, 
making adjustment tougher. 
They battle catcalling, stalking, 
and workplace harassment, 
all taking a mental toll. Society 
questions their independence, 
adding pressure and self-doubt. 
The key to survival? Finding 
support—women’s groups, on-
line forums, and like-minded 
allies to combat loneliness and 
stand strong.

The workplace has its own 
challenges - contractual jobs 
and gig work further add to fi-
nancial instability. Gender bias 
in hiring, promotions, and pay 

structure remains an issue in 
male-dominated sectors.

It is true that metro life offers 
career growth, financial free-
dom, and independence—but 
at a cost. Loneliness, safety 
risks, and workplace bias test 
their strength. Yet, those who 
can somehow endure the five 
to ten-year grind, emerge stron-
ger. They redefine themselves, 
carve their own path, and take 
charge of their future. If they 
can persevere, they find their 
sweet spot and are successful 
in creating a new identity for 
themselves- come to know who 
they are, where they are going 
and what they want to do in the 
future. 

With resilience, networks, 
and smart finances, small-town 
women aren’t just surviving—
they’re shattering barriers and 
owning their space. Often, they 
outshine city natives. Their 
risks are higher—but so are 
their rewards.

namrata Kohli

womAn wiSe

dr haseena Kabeer

 by JeeviKa sharma
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Only when I begin to clean 
something do I notice how 
dirty it is. A thin layer of dust 
evenly coating a surface is 
not visible until the surface 
is wiped. In the same way, 
dirt settles in the soul in the 
form of energy absorbed 
from outside. I experience 
this inner dirt as heaviness 
or an off-mood. It clogs my 
mind making it difficult to 
see or feel clearly. A regular 
cleaning is necessary 
to reveal what I  have 
accumulated. Today let me 
create a regular cleaning 
practice to remove the dust 
collected during the day. 

A thought 
for todAy

The idea of immortality 
has fascinated humans 
for ages, and scientific ef-
forts to prolong life and 
perpetuate youth began 
in earnest about a cen-
tury ago. Such efforts are, 
however, misdirected. It 
is absurd to seek physical 
immortality. The body is 
made of the five elements 
and, like all organic mat-
ter, is subject to decay. 
That is the law of nature.

Spiritual immortality, on 
the other hand, is an ac-
tual fact. We are all souls, 
not bodies - the body is 
merely the physical me-
dium through which the 
soul expresses itself. It is 
because we have forgotten 

this fact that we identify 
ourselves with our body, 
and fear death and every-
thing it connotes. 

The soul, eternal and 
immortal, is the sentient 
being that lends life to 
the body. Consciousness 
resides in the soul, and 
the mind and intellect 
are the soul’s faculties. 
It is the soul who thinks, 
feels, reasons, and makes 
decisions. These activi-
ties shape the person’s 
identity and go towards 
creating their personality.

But we mistakenly link 
our personality with the 
body. Doing so is akin to 
an actor identifying him-
self with the costume giv-
en to him for his role. Just 
as a good actor can play a 
role well in any costume, a 
strong soul is not limited 
or hindered by its body. 
The proof of this are the 
real-life stories we hear 
of physically disabled 
persons achieving feats 
that are difficult for even 
healthy individuals.

When we recognise 
and accept our spiritual 
identity, and begin to live 

by it, we start becom-
ing free from the nega-
tive thoughts, feelings, 
and ideas that arise from 
identifying the self with 
the body.

The soul has no gender, 
race, religion, or nation-
ality. Fundamentally, all 
souls, and therefore all 
humans, are equal. We 
all are children of the Su-

preme Soul, whom peo-
ple call by many names, 
including God, and the 
Almighty.

This spiritual aware-
ness, which frees us from 
the illusion of being mor-
tal, does not come just 
by knowing that we are 
souls. We need to repeat-
edly remind ourselves of 
this fact and be aware of 
it while interacting with 
others and going about 
our daily tasks.  

In order to understand 
the drama of life being 
played out by billions 

of human souls on the 
stage of planet Earth, we 
also need to know where 
souls come from and 
where they go after leav-
ing a body.

The original home of 
human souls is the soul 
world, an abode beyond 
the universe where souls 
and the Supreme Soul 
live. Each soul departs 
from that home for this 
world to play its part 
at its appointed time. 
Souls start arriving in 
this world in the Golden 
Age, which is also called 
‘Amarlok’, the world of 
immortality. That name 
comes from the fact that 
all souls there are aware 
of their true identity and 
know that they are im-
mortal. In the Golden 
Age, physical death is re-
garded merely as depar-
ture from an old body to 
take birth in a new one. 
There is no sense of loss, 
sorrow, or fear.

Gradually, as souls play 
different roles through 
successive lives, they lose 
their power. Eventually, 
a time comes when they 

forget their true iden-
tity and start identifying 
themselves with their 
body. Body consciousness 
brings with it the fear of 
death as well as vices that 
corrupt humans. Lust, 
anger, greed, ego and at-
tachment have their roots 
in body consciousness. 
When souls start acting 
under the influence of 
vices, they experience 
the karmic return in 
the form of suffering of 
various kinds, including 
untimely death. That in 
turn increases their fear 
of death. When untimely 
death becomes common-
place, this world comes to 
be called ‘Mrityulok’  or 
the land of death.  

It is in this world of 
suffering that God ar-
rives, as described in 
the Bhagavad Gita,  to 
remind us of our true 
identity, rid us of vices, 
and usher in the Golden 
Age, the age of immortal-
ity, once again.
B.K. Dr. Savita is a Rajyoga 
teacher at the Brahma Ku-
maris headquarters in Abu 
Road, Rajasthan.

Regaining our immortality

B.K. dr. SAvitA

Recent reports indi-
cate that as much 
as 33 per cent of the 

world’s population is lonely. 
That is an amazing statistic. 
What can be going on when 
so many are feeling lonely 
in a world where there 
are so many people and so 
many ways of staying con-
nected and reaching out to 
othersFeelings of loneliness 
can be triggered by major 
life-altering events, social 
anxiety, or just by the fact of 
living alone, but those trig-
gers are not the root cause.

The root cause is based on 
an identity crisis, and the 
conditioning belief that all 
happiness lies with achiev-
ing and acquiring. Looking 
for fulfilment outside of 

the self is precarious be-
cause nothing external is 
permanent – everything is 
temporary. So, if I identify 
with any of the roles I play, 
that of profession, marital 
status, talents or skills, then 
once the role is over, as all 
roles will be, I am left bereft 
and empty. With this kind 
of awareness, my life will 
be a roller coaster – happy 
when things go well and 
lost and lonely when things 
do not.

I need to take a step back 
and observe that the prob-
lem is not out there. It is 
that I am attached to, identi-
fy with, and am dependent 
upon all the roles I play, and 
acquisitions I accumulate 
to make myself feel secure. 
I need to stop blaming the 
outside world and others 
for the emptiness I feel and 
look within. The solution 
lies within.

The physical body is a ve-
hicle to navigate through 
the physical world. The 
driver of the vehicle is I – 
the actor, playing different 
roles. I, the conscient en-
ergy, the light, the soul, am 
making the vehicle move 
where I want to go, and 
do what I want to do. For 

example, I may have the 
role of a manager, and if or 
when I lose that job, I feel 
totally lost. But I was not 

born a manager - it was just 
a role I was playing. When 
I can step back in this way 
and separate the ‘me’ from 

the role, it is the first step 
to finding happiness. This 
happiness is a form of free-
dom. I then have no need 

to compare, compete, com-
ment, or criticise, because 
I am being true to myself. I 
become aware that all oth-
ers are also playing their 
roles, their parts on the 
stage. I have no right to try 
to direct their roles, and the 
way they are playing them, 
to fit in with what I want. I 
just have to concentrate on 
playing my part to the best 
of my ability. 

The second step is to look 
more deeply within to see 
what I, the soul, am made 
of. When I reconnect with 
the true self in this way, I 
begin to experience the in-
trinsic qualities of the soul; 
peace, love, joy, kindness, 
compassion, respect – we 
all have these qualities in 

abundance, within. This 
step is called contempla-
tion, meditation, introver-
sion, whatever term feels 
most comfortable, and is a 
way of recharging the ener-
gy of the soul. Then I begin 
to feel a fullness that cannot 
be taken away from me; and 
it does not matter where I 
am, who I am with, what I 
am doing – I can remain in 
a state of contentment and 
peace. This means I can 
fulfil all my responsibilities, 
take care of my body, my 
family, friends, and society, 
not shunning nor blaming, 
and just enjoying the mo-
ment.

This switching of aware-
ness, from dependence on 
the physical to the experi-

ence of the soul within, is 
like switching on a power-
ful light in a completely 
dark room - the darkness 
simply disappears. How-
ever, knowing I am the 
spiritual being within and 
actually feeling that as a 
reality, takes practice. The 
best time to practise this is 
in the early morning. I can 
wake a little earlier than 
usual and dedicate some 
special time, before my day 
begins, to having a sweet 
conversation with the self, 
and cultivate the awareness 
of being the soul. There are 
three stages to this; I ac-
knowledge (I understand), 
I realise (I experience), and 
then I become the embodi-
ment of the awareness (I 
am). This is the light bulb 
moment and it comes, 
sooner or later, after per-
sistent practice. Loneliness 
is a sign of inability to cope 
with change. When I access 
the eternal, unchanging 
qualities of I, the soul, noth-
ing outside can affect me. I 
will never feel lonely again.
Paramjit Basra has over 35 
years in management and is 
based at the Brahma Kumaris 
Meditation Centre, Leicester, 
UK.

OvercOming lOneliness

If we are looking to prove 
ourselves, gain approval 
and acceptance, then we 
are not self-realised, we are 
ego-based mind-controlled 
automatons.

What is the ego? In the 
simplest of definitions that 
I find useful, ego is identify-
ing with what you are not. 
It takes many gross forms, 
such as living and breathing 
football, my team’s success 
and failures, its colours and 
anthems, its players. Such 
identifications can become 
obsessive to the point of 
violence. 

But for the leader, it can 
take more subtle forms. Like 
blowing your own trumpet 
at a team celebration, unwit-
tingly demoralising your 
whole team. Defending your 
mistakes. Being resistant to 
change, in case it risks your 
privileges and perks. The 
list goes on and on. And it 
becomes ever more subtle. 
These behaviours are all 
based on mistaken identity. 
I think I am my job, my proj-
ects, my successes. 

In order to stop identify-
ing with our roles, and all 
the appendages accompa-
nying them, such as my 
profits, my privileges, my 
power, my personality, my 
popularity, my projects, 
my success or lack of it; we 
simply need to realise our 
true identity. I say simply, 
because you do not have to 
create a true identity. It is 
there, constantly. 

You simply become aware 
of the you present behind 
the noise of thoughts. We 
can call it all sorts of words, 
such as soul, or source, but 

then we immediately jump 
into thoughts about what we 
believe that is. We can argue 
for or against its existence. 

Neither side will end up any 
clearer. But if we drop into 
silence, we become aware of 
our being. And that puts ev-

erything in perspective. 
As you compassionately 

but humorously observe 
your own absurdity as you 

battle away inside your 
mind with your desires and 
frustrations, you begin to 
almost see yourself as a car-

toon character.
When we see someone 

with exaggerated personal-
ity traits, such as boasting 
or moaning all the time, or 
staying young and desir-
able at all costs, they appear 
a bit like a cartoon character. 
When we can see ourselves 
in the same way, the con-
trast between the grace of 
being and the buffoon the 
ego makes of us, then per-
haps we are a little closer 
to self-actualisation. Closer 
to creative inspired action. 
Closer to leading with clear 
purpose and vision, be-
cause those come naturally 
to someone who operates 
from the inside out.

A’ leader’ with an unexam-

ined ego simply cannot lead. 
They can only imitate the 
language and actions of true 
leaders. But as the old adage 
goes, pride definitely comes 
before a fall. And none of us 
can ultimately escape the 
removal of all that is false 
from our being. Whether 
we do that gracefully, with 
wisdom, or prefer to dwell 
in the drama of cartoon land 
a little longer, will define if 
we can lead today or maybe 
sometime in the future.
Jillian Sawers is a professional 
self-development trainer and 
has a YouTube channel called 
’The Department of Silence’. 
She is based in Mount Abu, 
Rajasthan, at the headquarters 
of the Brahma Kumaris.

Silence helps you see your blind spots

JilliAn SAwerS

PArAmJit BASrA

When I access the eternal qualities of I, the soul, nothing outside can affect me. I will never 
feel lonely again.

There are three stages to this; I acknowledge 
(I understand), I realise (I experience), 

and then I become the embodiment of the 
awareness (I am). This is the light bulb 
moment and it comes, sooner or later, 

after persistent practice. Loneliness is a 
sign of inability to cope with change. 

The soul has no gender, race, religion, or 
nationality. Fundamentally, all souls, 
and therefore all humans, are equal. 

We all are children of the Supreme Soul, 
whom people call by many names, 
including God, and the Almighty.

In order to stop identifying with our roles, 
and all the appendages accompanying 
them, such as my profits, my privileges, 

my power, my personality, my popularity, 
my projects, my success or lack of it; we 
simply need to realise our true identity.

We regain our immortality when we recognise the truth that we are eternal and 
imperishable souls.

The different roles that we play in life do not define who we are.
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The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on Friday an-
nounced the release of the 
Men’s Champions Trophy 
2025 official song, Jeeto 
Baazi Khel Ke, by renowned 
singer Atif Aslam, as per the 
ICC.

With 12 days to go until 
the ICC Men’s Champions 
Trophy, the release of the 
song will build further ex-
citement to the 15-match 
event taking place from 
19 February to 9 March 
in Pakistan and the UAE. 

The official song for the 
event is produced by Abdul-
lah Siddiqui, with lyrics 
penned by Adnan Dhool and 
Asfandyar Asad. The music 
video is a visual celebra-
tion of the diverse culture of 
Pakistan from the streets to 
the markets to the stadium 
and represents the love and 
enjoyment of the game.

The of f ic ia l  song is 
available to fans across 
popular streaming au-
dio platforms worldwide. 
The thrilling two-week 
competition will see the 
world’s top eight teams 
put it all on the line in 15 

intense matches across 19 
days, with every match 
counting in the pursuit of 
the iconic white jackets. 
Lead singer Atif Aslam 
said as quoted by the ICC, 

“I am very fond of cricket 
and I always wanted to be 
a fast bowler. Having the 
passion and understand-
ing of the game - I feel con-
nected to the adrenaline of 

the crowd, their cheers and 
the feeling of being a fan. I 
used to wait for matches in 
particular the India versus 
Pakistan game which was 
always full of emotions and 
sentimental value. And 
that is why I am very ex-
cited to have been a part of 

the ICC Men’s Champions 
Trophy 2025 official song.” 
On the launch of the song, 
ICC chief commercial officer, 
Anurag Dahiya said, “Ex-
citement is building ahead 
of the ICC Men’s Champi-
ons Trophy and today we 
are delighted to launch the 

official event song. With 12 
days to go until the start of 
the event, fans can expect 
a song that represents the 
Pakistan identity and a true 
celebration of the Champi-
ons Trophy. 

We  e n c o u r a g e  f a n s 
to get their tickets now 
a n d  n o t  m i s s  o u t . ” 
ICC Champions Trophy 
2025 tournament director 
and PCB chief operating of-
ficer Sumair Ahmad Syed 
said: “With the launch of 
the ICC Champions Trophy 
2025 official song, we mark 
another thrilling milestone 
on the road to this global 

spectacle. Atif Aslam, a pow-
erhouse of Pakistani music, 
has delivered blockbuster 
anthems for the PSL, and we 
have no doubt that this song 
will set the stage on fire. As 
excitement builds, we are 
confident that fans - espe-
cially in Pakistan - will rally 
behind all the teams, filling 
the stadiums with electrify-
ing energy and passion for 
the game.”

Fans still have an opportu-
nity to get their tickets for the 
ICC Men’s Champions Tro-
phy 2025 to purchase online 
or visiting physical ticket 
providers in Pakistan. 

During the first ODI against 
England at the Vidarbha 
Cricket Association Stadium 
on Thursday, Indian left-arm 
spinner Ravindra Jadeja 
completed 600 international 
wickets across all formats.

Jadeja snapped three 
wickets in his spell of nine 
overs where he conceded 
just 26 runs and bowled one 
maiden overs. The 36-year-
old took the wickets of Joe 
Root, Jacob Bethell, and 

Adil Rashid in his spell. 
With these three wickets, the 
Saurashtra-born player com-
pleted the 600-wicket mark 
and became the fifth player 
to do so. 

The other players to 
achieve the same land-
mark were leg-spinner Anil 
Kumble and off-spinners 
Ravichandran Ashwin 
and Harbhajan Singh. 
The former India skip-
per and right-arm seamer 
Kapil Dev touched the 
milestone of 600 wickets. 

During the time of batting, 
Jadeja played an unbeaten 
innings of 12 runs from 10 
balls which came with the 
help of two boundaries. 
Recapping the first in-
nings of the Nagpur ODI, 
England won the toss 
and elected to bat first. 
Openers Phil Salt (43 in 26 
balls, with five fours and 
three sixes) and Ben Duck-
ett (32 in 29 balls, with six 
fours) gave England a fine 
start with an explosive 75-
run opening stand. 

Hyderabad FC will play Mo-
hammedan SC at the GMC 
Balayogi Athletic Stadium 
in the Indian Super League 
(ISL) 2024-25 on February 8.

The hosts will look to recov-
er from a 4-1 loss to NorthEast 
United FC, while Moham-
medan SC are seeking to end 
their struggles in front of goal, 
having netted the least num-
ber of times (8) in the compe-
tition thus far, as stated in a 
release from ISL.

In the reverse fixture, Hy-

derabad FC notched a 4-0 
victory on October 26, 2024. 
A victory here would result in 
Mohammedan SC becoming 
the eighth side against whom 
Hyderabad FC recorded a 
league double in the compe-

tition.
As of now, Hyderabad FC 

are looking to regain their 
defensive touch, having given 
away multiple goals in both of 
their previous clashes. Their 
last longer such sequence was 

a run of five encounters from 
April to September 2024. 
However, the side has been 
resilient at home, since they 
have been unbeaten in their 
previous three home match-
es. They had bettered this 
only during their four-game-
long unbeaten stretch on their 
home turf between December 
2022 and February 2023.

Mohammedan SC have en-
dured a tough beginning to 
their ISL journey, particularly 
from an offensive perspective, 
since they have not scored in 
11 games this season. This 
record is only surpassed by 

NorthEast United FC (12 in 
2017-18) and Hyderabad FC 
(13 in 2023-24).

Hyderabad FC have accu-
mulated 13 points from their 
18 encounters this season, 
drawing twice and winning 
once in their last five matches. 
They are placed at the penul-
timate spot in the points table. 
Mohammedan SC, too, boast 
of a similar record in their 
last five ISL encounters, but 
their two defeats have come 
on a bounce coming into 
this match, and they are po-
sitioned at the bottom of the 
standings. 

Former cricketer Sanjay 
Manjrekar picked Shubman 
Gill as the player who will 
be around for a long time in 
Indian cricket. Apart from 
Gill’s masterclass, Man-
jrekar was also impressed 
by Shreyas Iyer’s “flawless” 
stroke play and rated his 
belligerent 59(36) 10/10 on 
“quality.”

Gill and Shreyas were in 
the vanguard of India’s four-
wicket triumph in the first 
ODI against England. When 
skipper Rohit Sharma and 
debutant Yashasvi Jaiswal 
left India in a mess at 19/2 
while chasing 249, Gill and 
Iyer dug deep to keep the in-
nings from falling apart.

With flawless technique 
and an unorthodox nature 
in their shots, Gill and Iyer 
raised a 94-run partnership 
to steer India out of a position 
when they walked on thin ice. 
While Gill, in course of his 
87 (96), relied on his defen-
sive prowess, Shreyas took 

the brunt of scoring runs on 
his shoulders. With a wide 
array of shots and picture-
perfect strokeplay, he main-
tained a healthy run flow. 
His swift expedition was 
brought to an end by Jacob 
Bethell, who pinned him 
right in front of the stumps 
at 59(36). For Manjrekar, 
it was the best inning that 
he saw from Shreyas. 
“I know it’s just 58 for now. 
But that has to be Shreyas 
Iyer’s best innings! Because 
of the sheer flawless nature 
of stroke play, the range of 
shots played & the relative 
orthodoxy of all his shots. 
On quality it was 10/10,” 
Manjrekar wrote on X. 

After Shreyas returned to the 
dressing room, Gill took the 
mantle to take India past the 
finishing line. 

He perfectly blended 
defence and attack in his 
87(96), leaving India a couple 
of steps away from victory.

“We had a term in the 
team ‘Lambi race ka Ghoda’ 
for certain players. Mean-
ing someone who will be 
around for a long time 
in Indian cricket. That’s 
what Shubman Gill is!” 
Manjrekar wrote on X. 
After sealing a 4-wicket win 
in the series opener, India 
will look to take an unas-
sailable lead in Cuttack on 
Sunday. 

‘Jeeto Baazi Khel Ke’: ICC unveils official song for Champions Trophy 2025 

Indian spinner Jadeja completes 600 
international wickets across all formats

ISL: Hyderabad FC-Mohammedan SC clash today

Manjrekar calls Gill 
‘lambi race ka ghoda’, 
rates Iyer’s knock ‘10/10’
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To k y o  O l y m p i c 
bronze medalist 
Lovlina Borgohain 

clinched the women’s 75kg 
gold, while six-time Asian 
champion Shiva Thapa 
signed off with a silver 
medal in the men’s 63.5kg 
category at the National 
Games here on Friday.

 Playing her first tour-
nament since the Paris 
Olympics, Assam’s Lovlina 
dominated her younger op-
ponent Pranshu Rathore 
from Chandigarh across 
all three rounds to register 
a convincing 5-0 win.

The 27-year-old Indian 
boxer had also won the 
gold medal in the same 
weight category in the 
2022 National Games held 
in Gujarat.

 In the men’s light welter-
weight (63.5kg) division, 
Thapa lost in a close bout 
to Services Sports Control 
Board boxer Vanshaj, with 
a 3-4 scoreline.

 In other bouts of the day, 
Services’ Mandengbam 
Singh defeated Chandi-
garh’s Anshul Punia in the 
men’s flyweight (51kg) divi-
sion by a 4-1 split decision.

 Commonwealth Games 

bronze medalist Jaismine 
Lamboria of Services dis-
played her dominance 
with a convincing 5-0 win 
over World Championship 
bronze-winner Manisha 
Moun of Haryana in the 

women’s 60kg event.
 Another gold medal for 

Services came from Sakshi, 
who outpunched Himach-
al Pradesh’s Vinakshi 5-0.

 In the women’s bantam-
weight category, Madhya 
Pradesh’s Divya Panwar 
triumphed over Uttar 
Pradesh’s Sonia Lather 
with a 4-1 victory.

 Local boxer Nivedita 
Karki showed precision 

and agility as she overpow-
ered Haryana’s Kalpana to 
claim the top spot in the 
women’s flyweight (50kg) 
event.

 Former youth world 
champion Assam’s An-
kushita Boro reigned 
supreme in the women’s 
welterweight (66kg) event, 
outclassing Uttarakhand’s 
Kajal by a unanimous  
decision.

Te m b a  B av u m a - l e d 
South Africa team ar-
rived in Lahore on Friday 
for the upcoming ODI 
tri-series against New 
Zealand and Pakistan. 
Pakistan Cricket took to X 
and shared a video of the 
arrival of the Proteas and 
wrote, “Temba Bavuma-
led South Africa team ar-
rives in Lahore for the ODI 
tri-series.”

On Wednesday, Rob Wal-
ter, South Africa’s white-
ball coach, named a 12-man 
squad for the first match of 
the series, including Gerald 
Coetzee, who has recovered 
from an injury setback. 
Coetzee played his last 
match for South Africa 
before the injury set-
back against Sri Lanka 
in the first match of a 
two-match Test series 

on November 27, 2024. 
For the opening match of 
the ODI tri-series, South 
Africa has several new op-
tions to look at, with six 
uncapped players added 
to the Bavuma-led side. 

Meeka-eel Prince, Gideon 
Peters, Eathan Bosch, and 
Mihali Mpongwana are 
all uncapped at the inter-
national level so far, while 
Matthew Breetzke has 
already featured in Tests 

and T20Is, and Senuran 
Muthusamy has played 
four Tests for the Proteas.

The squad will be up-
dated for the remainder 
of the series following the 
conclusion of the ongo-
ing SA20 league in South 
Africa, with players like 
Keshav Maharaj  and 
Heinrich Klaasen set to 
be available from the sec-
ond game of the series. 
The tri-series will kick off 
with New Zealand squar-
ing off against Pakistan 
in the Gadaffi Stadium on 
February 8. 

The Kiwis will then face 
South Africa on Febru-
ary 10 in a day match. 
After the conclusion of the 
first two games, the ODI ac-
tion will move from Rawal-
pindi to Karachi, with the 
Men in Green taking on the 
Proteas on February 12 in a 
day/night match.

Yo u n g  In d i a  s e a m e r 
Harshit Rana is “ready” to 
take the responsibility of 
bowling in the death overs 
after enjoying success in his 
ODI debut against England. 
Harshit was expensive yet 
impactful in his maiden 
ODI appearance for India 
against England in the se-
ries opener in Nagpur on 
Thursday.

He exposed England’s bat-
ting unit at crucial moments 
and became the first Indian 
bowler to take 3-plus wick-
ets on his debut innings 
across the three formats.

Harshit is known for his 
expertise in death bowling 
in the T20I format. Howev-
er, his utility in the 50-over 
format was limited to the 
new ball and middle overs. 
Even with three overs re-
maining in his account, In-
dia skipper Rohit Sharma 
decided to use Kuldeep 

Yadav, Axar Patel and Ra-
vindra Jadeja in the final 
phase of the first innings. 
In the future, there could be 
a scenario where Harshit 
could be asked to bear the 
responsibility of delivering 
the death and the young 
quick is ready to embrace it. 
“I have bowled well in 
death before. I am ready 

for it. This format is dif-
ficult. You get 10 overs, 
and you have to play dif-
ferent roles in different 
phases,” he said in the post-
match press conference. 
There has been a lot of noise 
around Harshit being fast-
tracked into the Indian 
team and his T20I debut 
in the fourth match against 

England. In his T20 debut, 
Harshit took the field as a 
concussion substitute for 
Shivam Dube and rescued 
India with game-changing 
figures of 3/33.

The decision to bring 
in Harshit had left the 
world of cricket divided. 
England captain Jos But-
tler and some former 
cricketers were quick to 
express dissatisfaction 
with the entire scenario. 
Even in his ODI debut, 
Harshit’s first three overs 
were a nightmare. He con-
ceded 11 runs in his first 
over and then backed it up 
with a maiden in his second. 
He stuck to his line and 
lengths in the third over, but 
Philip Salt had read him like 
a book.  The explosive open-
er left Harshit in disarray by 
reeling off four consecutive  
boundaries.  He topped 
it up by swinging his bat 
across the line and smoked 
the ball past the boundary 
line for a flat six.

NatioNal Games: lovliNa wiNs 
Gold, thapa silver iN boxiNG

South Africa team arrives in Lahore for 
ODI tri-series against Pak, New Zealand

Harshit ‘ready’ for death overs bowling in ODIs
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The explosive opener left Harshit in disarray 
by reeling off four consecutive boundaries. 

The thrilling two-week competition will 
see the world’s top eight teams put it all 
on the line in 15 intense matches across 
19 days, with every match counting in 

the pursuit of the iconic white jacket

  Tokyo medallist boxer beats  Rathore, Asian champion loses to Vansha

The 27-year-old Indian boxer had also won 
the gold medal in the same weight category in 
the 2022 National Games held in Gujarat.

The tri-series will kick off with New 
Zealand squaring off against Pakistan 
in the Gadaffi Stadium on February 8. 

MaNjrekar all praise for Gill, iyer
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