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The Haryana govern-
ment has decided to 
provide Rs 2,100 per 

month only to economically 
weaker women, contrary to 
its election promise of giving 
this benefit to all women in 
the state. The scheme, named 
"Lado Lakshmi Yojana," was 
the key promise in the BJP's 
election manifesto.

During the state assembly 
elections, the BJP had listed 
20 major promises in its 
manifesto, with this scheme 
being the first.  As per the 
information the government 
was planning to provide 
the benefit to women hav-
ing annual income below 
Rs 1.80 lakh. However, the 
decision to restrict the ben-
efit to only poor women has 

disappointed around 25 lakh 
women who expected the 
aid. A senior government of-
ficial stated that if everything 
goes as planned, the scheme 
will be implemented from 

April. Earlier, Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini had an-
nounced that a provision for 
grant of Rs 2,100 per head 
to the state’s women would 
be made in the upcoming 

Budget of the state, and they 
would start getting the said 
amount from the coming 
year.

As per the information the 
state government is expected 

to allocate Rs 10,000 to Rs 
12,000 crore for this scheme 
in the upcoming budget ses-
sion. To meet this financial 
requirement, the government 
may cut down on unneces-
sary expenses and reduce 
spending on other schemes.

Under this scheme, women 
aged 18 to 60 years will be 
eligible since women above 
60 already receive old-age 
pensions. The scheme will 
be available only to women 
from families with an annual 
income of up to Rs 1.80 lakh. 
Beneficiaries must provide 
documents such as the Pari-
var Pehchan Patra (PPP) and 
birth certificates.

If the scheme were extend-
ed to all eligible women in 
the state, it would require Rs 
1,575 crore per month and ap-
proximately Rs 18,900 crore 
annually. 

Haryana Govt limits Rs 2100/
month aid only to poor women

Calling the suspension of 21 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
MLAs an "injustice to op-
position," Delhi Assembly 
Leader of Opposition (LoP) 
Atishi on Friday wrote to 
Speaker Vijender Gupta 
and urged him to "protect 
the democratic values."

"I am writing this letter 
with great pain and sor-
row. The biggest strength 
of democracy is its fairness 
and equality. But whatever 
happened in the Delhi As-
sembly in the past few days 
is not only an injustice to the 
opposition MLAs but also a 
severe blow to democratic 
values," Atishi stated in her 
letter to the Speaker.

She further alleged that 
"no action" was taken 
against any MLA from the 
ruling party.

"On 25 February 2025, 
during the address of Lt 
Governor, MLAs of the rul-
ing party raised slogans of 

'Modi-Modi,' while the op-
position MLAs raised slo-
gans of 'Jai Bhim,' respect-
ing the views of Baba Saheb 
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar. It 
is very unfortunate that no 
action was taken against any 
MLA of the ruling party, but 
21 MLAs of the opposition 
were suspended from the 
House for 3 days for raising 
the slogan 'Jai Bhim'," she 
added.

Atishi further said that the 
"injustice did not stop" here, 
yesterday when the sus-
pended MLAs were going to 

protest peacefully in front of 
the statue of Gandhiji pres-
ent in the assembly premis-
es in a democratic way, they 
were stopped 200 meters 
before the gate of the assem-
bly and "were prevented 
from entering the assembly 
premises."

She said that this is an "in-
sult" not only to the MLAs 
but also to the mandate 
given by the people.

"You are the guardian of 
this assembly. It is the duty 
of the guardian to do equal 
justice to all the MLAs, 
whether they are from the 
ruling party or the opposi-
tion. I urge you to protect 
the democratic values and 
ensure that no MLA is de-
prived of his constitutional 
rights," Atishi said.

On February 25, tensions 
escalated in the Delhi As-
sembly when Speaker Vi-
jender Gupta suspended 
AAP MLAs, including Ati-
shi and Gopal Rai, amid an 
uproar before the tabling of 
the CAG report. 

Blow to democracy: Atishi 
on AAP MLAs' suspension
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Manipur Guv extends deadline for 
voluntary surrender of looted arms 

Congress President Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Friday raised se-
rious questions about the Cen-
tre's commitment to women's 
safety and empowerment.

He claimed that a recent RTI 
revelation has exposed that a 
whopping Rs 455 crores have 
gone missing from the Modi 
government's "Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao" scheme, launched in 
2015 to address gender imbal-
ance and promote women's 
empowerment.

In a social media post on X, he 
wrote, "RTI has revealed that 
Rs 455 crores have 'disappeared 
from Modi government's 'Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao' scheme."

He said that the BJP's adver-
tisement "Enough of attacks 
on women" now rings hollow, 
given the numerous instances 
of harassment and violence 
against women that have oc-
curred under the BJP rule.

"Echoes of the BJP advertise-
ment "Enough of attacks on 
women" have been mocking 
the cries of all the women for 

the last 10 years who have been 
harassed under the BJP rule 
and sometimes by BJP goons. 
Be it the recent rape of a woman 
in a government bus in Pune, or 
our daughters of Manipur and 
Hathras, or the female Olympic 
champions - there is no trace of 
women's safety left under the 
BJP rule," Kharge posted.

He accused that the RTI rev-
elation has also brought to light 
the government's alleged at-
tempts to hide statistics related 
to the scheme.

"We had recently asked three 
questions to Modi Ji on "Beti 
Bachao", one of which was on 
hiding statistics. Today, the 

latest revelations of RTI have 
once again exposed the lies of 
the Modi Government," added 
Kharge.

Earlier in January 2025, the 
Congress President questioned 
the scheme's effectiveness, 
touted as a revolutionary ini-
tiative to empower women and 
address the declining child sex 
ratio in India.

Kharge questioned the gov-
ernment's commitment to 
women's safety and empower-
ment on the "Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao" scheme, launched by 
the Modi government in 2015 
after completion of 10 years of 
the scheme.

In a post on X, he raised three 
critical questions, seeking an-
swers from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. "Why did the 
BJP adopt the policy of "Save 
the criminals" instead of "Save 
the daughters"? When will the 
women of Manipur get justice? 
Whether it is the Dalit daugh-
ter of Hathras or the daughter of 
Unnao, or our champion female 
wrestler, why has the BJP al-
ways protected the criminals?" 
he wrote.

Suvendu Adhikari, Leader of the Op-
position in the West Bengal Assembly, 
on Friday wrote to Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar to complain 
against Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s 
statement about Kumar’s appointment.

“The Trinamool Congress chief accused 
the BJP of trying to influence electoral 
processes in the country by filling up po-
sitions such as the Chief Election Com-
missioner with ‘BJP people’, and that by 
doing so, the BJP is trying to influence the 
Election Commission of India,” he wrote.

Adhikari “requested” the CEC to take 
cognisance of what he called a “the de-
liberate attempt to malign the Election 
Commission of India and bring disrepute 
to the constitutional authority by making 
false accusations with the motive to tar-
nish its image among the public.”

Along with the letter, Adhikari attached 
a video clip along with a translated ver-
sion in English of the relevant portion 
of the Chief Minister’s speech where she 
was heard referring to the CEC’s appoint-
ment.

He wrote, “I would like to bring to your 
attention that the Chief Minister of West 
Bengal Smt Mamata Banerjee… ques-

tioned your appointment as the Chief 
Election Commissioner.”

Addressing a press conference after 
handing over another letter to the Chief 
Electoral Officer (CEO), West Bengal, 
Adhikari claimed that Banerjee had ques-
tioned the "integrity" of Kumar as Chief 
Election Commissioner.

"She (Banerjee) has made all constitu-
tional bodies in the State defunct and is 
now questioning the appointment of the 
CEC which has been done in a transpar-
ent manner," Adhikari said.

The BJP leader said that the integrity 
of an officer cannot be questioned if he 
or she has worked in a particular depart-
ment or ministry as part of his job.

Adhikari said that a demand has 
also been placed before the CEO in 
charge for holding a virtual confer-
ence with all senior officials in the dis-
tricts and to assure them that they can  
work freely without fear.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Friday slammed 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
for creating a ruckus over 
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) report, 
stating that "all this drama 
is just an excuse." The CAG 
report in question has 
flagged a Rs 2,000 crore 
loss due to the AAP govern-
ment's liquor policy.

"All this drama is just an 
excuse because they could 
not listen to the facts writ-
ten in the CAG reports... 
I will not let even a single 
penny of the state treasury 
go to waste...," said the Del-

hi CM.
She also accused AAP 

of misusing Delhi's tax 
revenue for election cam-
paigns in other states 1. 
Gupta claimed that the 
AAP leaders are rattled by 
the release of Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) 
reports, which expose their 
misdeeds.

"They were the people 
who collected tax from 
Delhi and used it for elec-
tions in other states... We 
are releasing all the CAG 
reports one by one, so they 
(AAP leaders) are rattled by 
it. They cannot dare sit in 
front of us in the house and 
listen to their deeds," added 
Rekha Gupta.

The Delhi CM said that 
the AAP leaders couldn't 
bear to face the truth and 
therefore created a drama 
around the removal of Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar's por-
trait. She emphasised that 
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment has ensured Ambed-
kar receives the respect he 
deserves, more than any 

previous government.
"They just needed an ex-

cuse to get out of the house, 
so they picked up this issue 
of Babasaheb Ambedkar's 
portrait... Narendra Modi 
government has ensured 
that Babasaheb Ambedkar 
gets his due respect, which 
no government could do...," 
added Gupta.

On Tuesday, 21 AAP 
MLAs were suspended 
for disrupting Lieutenant 
Governor VK Saxena's in-
augural address by raising 
slogans against the alleged 
removal of portraits of BR 
Ambedkar and Bhagat 
Singh from Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta's office in the 
assembly.

Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal AP Singh on Friday 
set his sights on becoming 
a major aerospace power 
by 2047. He said that the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) has 
already taken significant 
steps towards achieving this 
goal, including educating its 
personnel to be more space-
oriented.

Addressing the 'Chanakya 
Dialogues Conclave', the 
Air Chief Marshal said, "We 
would like to be an aerospace 
power by 2047... We have al-
ready taken steps towards 
educating our people to be 
more space-oriented."
The IAF has been actively 
involved in the Ganganyaan 
project, India's ambitious 
human spaceflight mission. 
The four Gaganauts, India's 
first astronauts, were IAF of-

ficers, and the force's medical 
and training team played a 
crucial role in their selection 
and training. The IAF also 
contributed to the safety re-
quirements of the mission.
"Indian Air Force has been 
involved in the Ganganyaan 
project from the beginning. 
The four Gaganauts were 
our officers, and our medi-
cal and training team was 
involved in their initial selec-
tion and training... The safety 

requirements of this manned 
mission were decided with 

contributions from the In-
dian Air Force...," added Air 

Chief Marshal AP Singh.
Gaganyaan project envisages 
the demonstration of human 
spaceflight capability by 
launching a crew of 3 mem-
bers to an orbit of 400 km for 
a 3-day mission and bringing 
them back safely to earth by 
landing in Indian sea waters.
Shubhanshu Shukla, a serv-
ing IAF officer, will serve 
as the pilot for Ax-4 mis-
sion. The Ax-4 mission will 
be commanded by former 

NASA astronaut Peggy 
Whitson, Axiom Space's di-
rector of Human Spaceflight. 
The two mission specialists 
are ESA project astronaut 
Slawosz Uznanski-Wis-
niewski from Poland and 
Tibor Kapu from Hungary.
Group Captain Shubhanshu 
Shukla was recently chosen 
as the 'Prime' astronaut for 
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation's (ISRO) Gagan-
yaan mission, for Axiom Mis-

sion 4, scheduled for Spring 
2025.
Looking ahead to 2047, Air 
Chief Marshal Singh predicts 
that the IAF will have a fleet 
of advanced aircraft, includ-
ing Rafale and upgraded Su-
30 class jets.
The force will also prioritize 
interoperability with ground, 
land, and maritime forces, 
enabling seamless commu-
nication and data transfer 
during operations.

RTI revealed Rs 455 cr have 'disappeared' 
from Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao: Kharge

Bengal BJP complains to EC chief over 
Mamata’s allegations

Drama, excuse: Delhi CM hits out at 
AAP for ruckus over CAG report

We would like to be aerospace power by 2047: Air Chief Marshal 

Manipur Governor Ajay Ku-
mar Bhalla has extended the 
deadline for voluntarily sur-
rendering arms up to 4 pm 
on March 6.

The Manipur Governor's 
house issued a press release 
for the same. On February 
20, Bhalla had requested the 
people of all the communi-
ties, especially those living 
in the valleys and hills, to 
voluntarily surrender looted 
weapons and ammunitions 
to the nearby police stations, 
outposts or security forces 
camp within seven days, the 
press release said.

Several people requested for 
the deadline to be extended 
and as the deadline for re-
turning the voluntary arms 
and weapons expired. The 
Manipur governor considered 
the request of the people and 
has extended the deadline un-
til March 6, the press release 
said.

On Wednesday, the Assam 
Rifles and Indian Army re-

covered 48 illegal weapons in 
a coordinated effort under the 
aegis of the Spear Corps, along 
with the Manipur Police and 
the state administration.

The surrendered arms were 
recovered from various loca-
tions across the valley and hill 
districts, including Imphal 
West, Kangpokpi, and Chura-
chandpur.

According to officials, the 
surrendered weapons in-
cluded 12 Carbine Machine 
Guns (CMG), eight 7.62 mm 
SLR, one AK 47 rifle, one 
INSAS LMG, six .303 rifles, 
four 12-bore single-barrel 
Rifles, one Single-Barrel Rifle, 
two country-made Rifles, six 
improvised/country-made 

mortars, one Under-Barrel 
Grenade launcher (UBGL) 
Gun, one revolver, one pistol, 
four rockets, ammunition, 
and war-like stores.

Meanwhile, earlier in the 
week, Manipur Governor 
Ajay Kumar Bhalla and joint 
efforts in public awareness by 
District Police, Assam Rifles 
and CRPF, people in Manipur 
have begun surrendering ille-
gally held weapons.

O n  T u e s d a y,  a  t o -
t a l  o f  8 7  w e a p o n s 
 were surrendered by the 
public to the following places 
Churachandpur, Imphal 
East, Bishnupur, Thoubal, 
Kangpokpi, Jiribam and 
Imphal West Districts.
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Breathalyser test 
no proof of alcohol 
consumption: Patna HC 
reiterates SC verdict 

The Patna High Court has 
reiterated the Supreme 
Court's verdict that a 
breathalyser (breath ana-
lyzer) test cannot be con-
sidered conclusive proof of 
alcohol consumption.

According to Patna High 
Court advocate Shivesh 
Sinha, the court passed an 
order stating that under the 
Excise Act, a First informa-
tion report (FIR) cannot be 
filed solely based on the re-
sults of a breathalyser test.

Speaking on the Patna 
High Court's verdict on the 
breathalyser test, Advo-
cate Shivesh Sinha said, "A 
Supreme Court's verdict 
from 1971 says that as per 
the medical jurisprudence, 
only conclusive proofs for 
alcohol consumption are 
blood test and urine test. 

In our case, the blood and 
urine tests were not done, 
and only on the basis of 
the breathalyzer test was 
an FIR filed. So, the Patna 
High Court has reiterated 
the Supreme Court's ver-
dict that the breathalyzer 
test cannot be considered 
conclusive proof of alcohol 
consumption. The HC has 
said that under the Excise 
Act, an FIR cannot be filed 
only on this basis."

He further said that the 
centre would decide wheth-
er to bring an amendment 
to the Excise policy requir-
ing those who are arrested 
in such cases to undergo 
medical tests to reveal the 
truth.

"There are limited re-
sources and it is practically 
difficult to conduct medical 
test of everyone held under 
alcohol consumption," he 
further said.

25 lakh women will be out of Lado Lakshmi Yojana promised 
during assembly polls by BJP

tdg network
Patna 

'Annual income below Rs 1.80 lakh’

n  During the state assembly 
elections, the BJP had listed 
20 major promises in its 
manifesto, with this scheme 
being the first. 

n As per the information the 
government was planning to 
provide the benefit to wom-
en having annual income 
below Rs 1.80 lakh 

n However, the decision to re-
strict the benefit to only poor women has disappointed around 25 lakh women 
who expected the aid.

n As per the information the state government is expected to allocate Rs 10,000 
to Rs 12,000 crore for this scheme in the upcoming budget session



The stock market plunged 
nearly 2 per cent on Friday, 
tracking losses in global 
markets following US an-
nouncing 10 per cent ad-
ditional tariff on Chinese 
products rattled investors.

The BSE benchmark 
Sensex tanked 1,414.33 
points or 1.90 per cent to 
settle at 73,198.10.  

The NSE Nifty slumped 
420.35 points or 1.86 per 
cent to 22,124.70.  The was 
eighth straight day of losses 
for the market.

Traders attributed the 
steady decline to relent-
less foreign fund outflows.  

Foreign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs) offloaded equi-
ties worth Rs 556.56 crore 
on Thursday, according 
to exchange data. Rising 
concerns about the US eco-
nomic outlook made inves-
tors jittery, analysts added.

From its record peak of 
85,978.25 hit on Septem-
ber 27 last year, the BSE 

Thirty-two of the 57 BRO 
workers trapped under 
an avalanche in the high-
altitude village of Mana in 
Uttarakhand’s Chamoli 
district have been rescued, 
after a massive avalanche 
struck near Mana village 
in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli 
district, the National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF) 
said on Friday.

Concern over the safety 
of the other 25 are mount-
ing mounting as night fell 
on the snowbound slopes 
and rescue efforts came to 
a temporary halt.

The snowslide, which 
buried a Border Roads Or-
ganisation camp between 
Mana and Badrinath, 
rolled down early on Friday 
morning. Multiple teams 
battled through tough 
terrain, heavy snow and 
icy temperatures through 
the day to reach the men. 
They initially pulled out 10 
workers and then the oth-
ers, sources said.

Four of those rescued are 
reported to be in a critical 
condition, the Army PRO 
said. All 32 have been taken 
to the ITBP camp in Mana 
for treatment, the sources 
said.

NDRF Director General 
Piyush Anand said their 
focus was to evacuate the 
maximum number of peo-
ple. He added that Union 

Home Minister Amit Shah 
has been monitoring the 
operation closely and has 
given directions to save 
every life.

“16 people have been 
evacuated. Four teams of 
NDRF have been mobil-
ised. Our focus is on res-
cuing a maximum number 
of people. The Union Home 
Minister has been monitor-
ing the operation closely. 
He has spoken to DG ITBP 
(Indo-Tibetan Border Po-
lice) and me. The Home 
Minister has given clear 
directions to save every 
life,” Anand told ANI.

Uttarakhand Disaster 
Management Secretary 
Vinod Suman said a team 
of 65 people are engaged 
in the rescue missions. He 

said the situation remained 
difficult due to continuous 
snowfall in the region. 
However, Suman added 
that rescue operations 
were underway to rescue 
trapped BRO workers.

“The situation there is dif-
ficult as there is continuous 
snowfall in the area. A team 
of 65 people is engaged in 
the rescue mission. So far, 
10 people have been res-
cued, and an operation is 
underway to rescue those 
trapped. We have made a 
demand for an Army heli-
copter,” Suman said.

His remarks come after 
Uttarakhand Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami 
on Friday said that the res-
cue mission was underway 
to pull out BRO workers 
who got trapped under the 
snow in the aftermath of 
a massive avalanche that 
struck near Mana village 
in the Chamoli district.

“Rescue mission is un-
derway. Due to inclement 
weather, helicopter service 
cannot be used. We are try-
ing to rescue the labourers. 
The offices of the PM and 
Home Minister are in touch 
with us,” Dhami said, ad-
dressing a press conference 
here.

Earlier in the day, Dhami 
took stock of rescue efforts 
to free the trapped workers. 
He reached the state disas-
ter Control Room to review 
the efforts to rescue work-
ers trapped under snow.

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment has issued helpline 
numbers 

Renowned experts 
from diverse fields on 
Friday brainstormed 

on topics as varying as tech 
and gender and Prime Minis-
ter Naredra Modi’s lifestyle to 
international relations at  the 
NXT Conclave, organised BY 
ITV Group at Bharat Manda-
pam in the national capital.

Among them, former 
Union Minister and BJP 
leader Smriti Irani high-
lighted concerns about the 
growing biases embedded 
in technology, particularly 
in AI and facial recognition 
systems. She pointed out 
that 80% of facial recogni-
tion systems are based on 
white skin or male models, 
perpetuating gender and 
racial biases.

Keith Vaz, former British 
MP, discussed the evolv-
ing India-UK relationship, 
emphasizing that India has 
emerged as a global super-
power. He noted that the 
relationship between India 
and the UK is now one of 
equals, with both countries 

engaging in diplomatic ef-
forts to strengthen ties. He 
praised India’s leadership 
under Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

On the economic front, 

Philipp Ackermann, Ger-
many’s ambassador to 
India, spoke about India’s 
rising economic power. He 
expressed confidence that 
India would soon surpass 

Germany to become one of 
the world’s largest econo-
mies.

Globally renowned ho-
listic nutrition and lifestyle 
expert Luke Coutinho made 

the special announcement 
about ‘The Modi Dish’—an 
Indian superfood prepared 
by using indigenous millet, 
which is not only palatable 
but also 

NDRF team inspects the area after the water level of the 
Tawi River rises amid flash floods, in Jammu on Friday. ANI

global experts share ideas 
on tech bias to India’s rise

Avalanche buries BRO 
camp in U’khand: 32 
workers rescued
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Glimpses from Day 1 of NXT Conclave 2025.

   �The two-day event saw insightful deliberations on varying 
topics such as health and lifestyle to international relations

India, EU set year-end 
deadline for mega FTA

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and European Com-
mission President Ursula 
von der Leyen on Friday 
agreed to conclude an am-
bitious India-EU free trade 
deal by this year amid fears 
that the Trump adminis-
tration’s threat of higher 
tariffs could adversely im-
pact the global economy. 

In their talks, both the 
leaders also decided to ex-
pand two-way defence co-
operation, especially in the 
Indo-Pacific with Vonder 
Leyen announcing that 
the European Union (EU) 

was looking at firming up 
a security and defence pact 
with India in line with its 
partnerships with close al-
lies Japan and South Korea.

The deadline for con-
cluding the trade deal that 

would be the largest of its 
kind globally came over 17 
years after the two sides 
first began negotiations 
for it. The negotiations for 
the pact was relaunched in 

agencies
New Delhi

The World 
Bank on Fri-
day said In-
dia will need 
to grow by 
7.8 per cent 
on average 
over the next 
22 years to 
achieve the country’s aspi-
rations of becoming a devel-
oped country by 2047.

A new World Bank report 
released on Friday finds that 
this target of India is possi-
ble. Recognizing India’s fast-
paced growth averaging 6.3 
per cent between 2000 and 
2024, the report notes that 
India’s past achievements 
provide the foundation for 
its future ambitions.

Getting there however 

The Indian economy grew 
by 6.2 per cent in real terms 
in the October-December 
quarter of the current finan-
cial year 2024-25, Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme 
Implementation’s official 
data showed on Friday.

The October-December 
growth is higher than the 
July-September quarter. In 
July-September, the GDP 
grew by 5.6 per cent.

The GDP (gross domestic 
product) growth was 9.5 per 
cent in the October-Decem-
ber 2023 quarter, according 
to the data released by the 
National Statistical Office 
(NSO) on Friday.

The October-December 
quarterly growth was how-
ever lower than RBI’s fore-
cast of 6.8 per cent.

The GDP numbers in April-
June and July-September too 

The Central Board of Trust-
ees of the Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund Organisation 
(EPFO) has recommended 
continuing with the interest 
rate of 8.25 per cent on Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund 
(EPF) deposits for the finan-
cial year 2024-25.

The decision was taken 
during the 237th meeting of 
the Central Board of Trust-
ees (CBT), EPF, chaired by 
Union Labour and Employ-
ment Minister Mansukh 

Viksit Bharat: 
India needs 
to grow at 
7.8%, says 
World Bank 

Economy 
grows 6.2% 
in Oct-Dec 

EPFO 
keeps rate 
at 8.25% for 
2024-25
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Market plunges 2% 
on weak global cues 
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The first-ever bulldozer 
treatment to drug smug-
glers had raised eyebrows 
of many in Punjab. Acting 
further, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann has 
called a meeting of all deputy 
commissioners and SSPs to 
the Punjab Bhawan in Chan-
digarh and instructed them 
to eradicate this drug men-
ace from the State in three 

months. 
The Punjab Government 

has also made up its mind to 
make drug smugglers and 
their families to rot in the 
mud by stopping benefits 
of all government schemes 
for smugglers and their 
families. 

So far, Punjab Police have 
demolished three houses 
of drug smugglers. Cabi-
net Minister Aman Arora 
has cautioned them saying: 
“Either leave drug trad-

ing/smuggling or leave the 
State”.

The Chief Minister in the 
meeting with police offi-
cials said this is a historic 
moment as the state govern-
ment has adopted a zero tol-
erance policy against drugs. 
He expressed the hope 
that the Police will uphold 
its glorious tradition and 
make the state completely 
drug-free with the active 
support and cooperation 
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Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann holds a meeting  
with senior police officials in Chandigarh on Friday

Prime Minister Narendra Modi presents a memento to European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, at Hyderabad 
House in New Delhi on Friday. (ANI Photo)
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Indian Army conducts a 
rescue operation after 57 
workers engaged in road 
construction got trapped 
under huge blocks of snow 
during an avalanche, in 
Chamoli on Friday.  ANI
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The accused in the 
Pune rape incident, 
who was detained 

by a team of the Pune Crime 
Branch from a village in 
Shirur Tehsil of Pune dis-
trict, has now been formally 
arrested, official said on Fri-
day.

DCP Smarthana Patil, 
Zone 2, Pune City Police, 
stated that the accused, 
Dattatray Ramdas Gade, 
has been formally arrested.

According to police a re-
quest for food and water 
from a house led to the ar-
rest of the accused who was 
on the run after allegedly 
raping a woman inside a 
bus at Swargate bus station 
in Pune

BJP MP Bhagwat Kis-
hanrao Karad on Friday 
condemned the recent 
rape incident in Pune and 
expressed confidence that 
strict action would be taken 
under the leadership of Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis.

He also mentioned that 
13 teams were formed with 
the help of Maharashtra's 
administration and the 
Home Ministry to catch the 
accused.

Shiv Sena (UBT) spokes-
person Anand Dubey on 

Friday criticised the Deven-
dra Fadnavis-led govern-
ment over the arrest of the 
accused in the Pune rape 
incident.

Dubey labelled the gov-
ernment and law and order 
responsible for the incident, 

demanding the death pen-
alty for the accused and a 
thorough investigation into 
the case.

Dubey said, "The Pune in-
cident has shaken the entire 
Maharashtra...We are living 
in modern times, but such 

barbarism is happening in 
these times. The govern-
ment and those responsible 
for law & order are respon-
sible for this. People swear 
by the law & order in Maha-
rashtra."

He further pointed out 

that the law and order situ-
ation in the state was dete-
riorating.

"The manner in which 
crime has increased in Pune 
is very unfortunate...After 
48 hours, the government 
is appreciating itself that it 
has nabbed the accused...
What is the guarantee that 
he acted alone? It is possible 
that there is a gang behind 
this...Locals say that buses 
remain parked there, and 
incidents happen on those 
buses every day. This inci-
dent has come to light, but 
several others might not 
have. The government must 
dismantle this entire gang. 
We demand that Devendra 
Fadnavis hang the guilty 
and also have an investiga-
tion...Law & order of entire 
Maharashtra is collaps-
ing..." he further added.

Congress national spokes-
person Atul Londhe Patil 
also criticised Maharashtra 
government over the recur-
ring rape incidents in the 
state.

Patil said, "Such incidents, 
happening again and again, 
reveal the failure of the gov-
ernment. A fake encounter 
was done in the Badlapur 
case. The High Court also 
made an observation. It is 
a failure of the government 
that it is unable to provide 
security to women."

Pune bus rape: Accused arrested, 
brought to police station

Rescue operations are ongoing in 
Nagarkurnool after a tunnel collapsed on 
February 22, trapping eight workers. Ef-
forts to rescue them have been intensified, 
with a total of 500 rescuers deployed at 
the site to help trace the eight people who 
have been trapped in the SLBC tunnel

A joint effort involving mining experts 
from Singareni, the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF), the State Disaster 
Response Force (SDRF), the Indian Army, 
and other agencies is in progress, officials 
said.

An officer from the rescue team said, 
"Initially, we deployed 20 people and yes-
terday and today we are going to deploy 
200 personnel... All our rescue team per-
sonnel from Singareni are experienced in 
working underground and in emergency 
situations. So, they are experts in rock 
cutting."

Nagarkurnool SP Gaikwad Vaibhav 
Raghunath said, "All Singareni teams, 
NDRF team, SDRF team, Army and 
company officials are here. Sludge has 
been brought out since yesterday. Hope-
fully, we will get good results soon. The 
combined teams are working here. It is a 
combined operation."

Meanwhile, Nagarkurnool District Col-
lector B Santhosh dismissed reports that 
NGRI's ground penetrating radar (GPR) 
have captured images of human bodies 
in debris of the SLBC tunnel where eight 
persons were trapped.

"We have noticed that some fake news 
is going on that some bodies have been 
found. That news is not true. I request 
the Media also. If there is any such news, 
we will inform from the Collector's side," 
he told reporters.

According to Congress MLA Dr. Chik-
kudu Vamshi, relief operations are con-

tinuing on the seventh day since the inci-
dent. He highlighted that 12 departments 
are collaborating to expedite the process, 
and experienced personnel from Singar-
eni mines are playing a crucial role.

"This is the 7th day since the incident 
occurred... Today, work is being done on 
war footing with the collaboration of 12 
departments. Those who are the experts 
in India are working here... I hope that 
by this evening, most of the slush will be 
removed... People who have the experi-
ence of working in Singareni mines are 
here...," he said.

He further said, "People of BRS only do 
political drama. So many incidents oc-
curred during their regime, and nobody 
responded. But today, with their malafide 
intention, they are doing propaganda. 
This is very unfair & unfortunate. Their 
attitude is not good. People of Telangana 
are watching this..." 

SLBC tunnel rescue: 500 
personnel deployed
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Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah chaired a crucial meet-
ing to review the law and or-
der situation in the national 
capital on Friday.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta, Delhi Home Minister 
Ashish Sood and senior of-
ficers from the Delhi gov-
ernment are present in the 
meeting.

The Home Minister di-
rected the Delhi Police Com-

missioner to take strict action 
against police stations and 
sub-divisions that consis-
tently perform poorly. "

Union Home Minister said, 
"It should be the priority of 
Delhi Police to eliminate in-
terstate gangs in Delhi with a 
ruthless approach."

"Work with top to bottom 
and bottom to top approach 
in narcotics cases and dis-
mantle its entire network," 
directed Shah, adding "per-
mission of Delhi Police will 
not be required in matters 

related to construction in 
Delhi."

Shah instructed that "the 
Delhi government should 
appoint special prosecutors 
so that these cases can be dis-
posed of soon" to ensure the 
quick disposal of the 2020 
Delhi riots cases.

Besides, Union Home Sec-
retary and IB Chief along 
with senior officers from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
joined the meeting.

The Home Minister further 
directed the Delhi Police to 

start recruiting for additional 
posts soon, and the DCP-level 
officers should go to police 
stations, organize public 
hearing camps, and solve the 

problems of the public.
Shah also suggested form-

ing "new security committees 
in JJ clusters for the safety of 
women and children."

He also instructed that the 
"Delhi Police should identify 
the places where there is dai-
ly traffic jam and Delhi Police 
Commissioner and Chief Sec-
retary should meet and find a 
quick solution to this, so that 
the public can get relief."

The Home Minister also 
asked the Delhi government 
to "prepare a 'Monsoon Ac-
tion Plan' to deal with water-
logging by identifying the 
places where water-logging 
occurs."

In the nearly two-hour 

meeting, Union Home Sec-
retary Govind Mohan and 
Director Intelligence Bureau 
were present, along with 
the senior officials from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Delhi Police, and Delhi gov-
ernment, to discuss recent 
developments, security 
challenges, and measures to 
ensure public safety in the 
national capital.

The Delhi Police showcased 
a detailed presentation about 
the law and order situation in 
Delhi in the meeting, which 

focused on strategies to en-
hance coordination among 
the newly formed Delhi 
government and the Delhi 
Police to strengthen policing 
measures and address any 
emerging threats

The meeting was expected 
to focus on strategies to en-
hance coordination between 
the newly formed Delhi gov-
ernment and the Delhi Police, 
as well as strengthen policing 
measures to address emerg-
ing threats to law and order 
in the city.
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Cong plans to corner Himanta govt 
over corruption ahead of state polls

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
MK Stalin on Friday urged 
the people to "rise" to defend 
the state in a fight against the 
delimitation of constituencies 
and the three-language policy.

Sharing a video message, 
Tamil Nadu CM said that 
the state is confronting two 
critical challenges, one of 
language and the other is the 
fight against delimitation.

Stalin pressed that the con-
stituency delimitation state's 
self-respect, social justice, 
and welfare schemes for the 
people.

"Today, Tamil Nadu is con-
fronting two critical challeng-
es - the battle for language, 
which is our lifeline, and the 
fight against delimitation, 
which is our right. I earnestly 
urge you to convey the true 

essence of our battle to the 
people. Constituency delimi-
tation directly impacts our 
state's self-respect, social jus-
tice, and welfare schemes for 
the people. You should take 
this message to people. Every 
individual must rise to defend 
our state," Stain said in a video 
message on X.

Stalin said that other states 
were raising their voice of 
solidarity against the central 
government.

"Today, we are witnessing 
voice of solidarity rising from 
Karnataka, Punjab, Telan-
gana and beyond. Faced with 
this resistance, the Union 
Government insists that it is 
not imposing its will upon us, 
yet all their actions suggest 
otherwise." Tamil Nadu CM 
said.

Stalin criticised the three-
language policy, saying that 
it had resulted in the centre 
withholding the state's funds 
and that delimitation would 
now 'affect' the state's repre-
sentation.

"Their three-language poli-
cy has already resulted in the 
withholding of our rightful 
funds. Likewise, while they 
claim they will not reduce 
Tamil Nadu's parliamentary 
seats, they are unwilling to 
assure that the representa-
tion of other states will not be 
disproportionately increased. 

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day set aside the termina-
tion of two women judges 
by the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court and the State 
government.

A bench of Justices BV 
Nagarathna and N Ko-
tiswar Singh noted that 

their termination was il-
legal and arbitrary as their 
performances, as per the 
High Court's report, spoke 
otherwise.

Thus, the Court proceed-
ed to direct the reinstate-
ment of the terminated 
judges and called for show-
ing sensitivity towards 
women judicial officers.

The top court was dealing 

with a suo moto case con-
cerning the termination of 
six women judges in MP. 
Four were reinstated in 
September 2024 after the 
top courts' intervention.

The top court had taken 
suo moto cognizance in the 
matter in January 2024 fol-
lowing the termination of 
the women judges in the 
State.

Affan, the 23-year-old ac-
cused of killing five of his 
family members attempt-
ed suicide by consuming 
poison was admitted to 

a hospital on Friday. Ac-
cording to the Police his 
condition has improved, 
and they interrogated 
him and recorded his ar-
rest. As the accused is still 
admitted to the hospital; 
the magistrate reached 

the hospital and granted 
Police his remand.

As per the Kerala po-
lice, the condition of the 
accused, identified as 
Affan has now improved 
and his arrest has been 
recorded.

Stalin asks people to defend state amid row 
over delimitation, three-language policy

SC sets aside termination of two women 
judges in Madhya Pradesh

Kerala: Man accused of killing 5 family 
members sent to police remand

Assam Congress President 
Bhupen Kumar Borah on 
Friday said that the party 
has devised its strategy for 
the 2026 Assam Assembly 
elections and will take its 
fight against the Himanta 
Biswa Sarma-led govern-
ment to the grassroots.

"We had a very long meet-
ing with the party high com-
mand regarding the strategy 
for the upcoming 2026 As-
sam Assembly elections. 
All the party's state leaders 
resolved that we will fight 
against the corrupt govern-
ment of Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma in one voice," Borah said.

He further stated that the 
party has presented a file 
detailing allegations of cor-
ruption against Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma to 
the Congress high command 
and intends to take it to ev-
ery household across the 
villages.

"We presented the entire 
file of Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma's corruption in front of 
the party's high command. 
We will also take that file 
to every house of every vil-
lage...," he said.

On Thursday, Congress 
held a meeting of its lead-
ers from Assam at Indira 
Bhawan to prepare for next 
year's assembly polls.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge and party 
leader Rahul Gandhi attend-
ed the meeting, which also 
included party leaders from 
Assam, including Gaurav 
Gogoi, the party's Deputy 
Leader in the Lok Sabha.

Congress leader Gaurav 

Gogoi said that "the cor-
rupt government" in Assam 
has to be uprooted to "save 
democracy" in the state. He 
said the Congress president 
and Rahul Gandhi spoke to 
the party leaders from the 
state.

"They listened to us and in-
structed us to move forward. 
If we have to save democracy 
in Assam, the corrupt BJP 
government there has to be 
uprooted. 

Everyone knows that there 
is an atmosphere of unrest 
in society. The Lanka of cor-
ruption that Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma has 
established has to be de-
stroyed," Gogoi said.
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There's a growing concern 
in South: Venugopal on 
constituency delimitation

Congress' General Secretary 
KC Venugopal on Friday ex-
pressed concern over the cen-
tre's plans of constituency de-
limitation and said that Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah's 
comment only created "more 
confusion among southern 
states"

"That statement (by the HM) 
created more confusion among 
the southern states. You are go-
ing to increase the total seats, 
and then you are telling south-
ern states that your seat will 
not decrease from now on. 
What is it? There is a growing 
concern in South India," Venu-
gopal said,

After facing heavy criticism 
from the southern states over 
the proposed delimitation of 
constituency, Amit Shah had 
assured that southern states 
will not lose a single Lok Sabha 
seat.

Leaders from southern 
states, including Tamil Nadu 
CM Stalin and Karnataka CM 
Siddaramaiah, have strongly 
criticised the Centre over the 
issue. Earlier in the day, Sta-
lin urged the people to "rise" 
to defend the state in a fight 
against the delimitation of 
constituencies and the three-
language policy.

Sharing a video message, 
Tamil Nadu CM said that 
the state is confronting two 
critical challenges, one of lan-

guage and the other is the fight 
against delimitation.

Stalin pressed that the con-
stituency delimitation state's 
self-respect, social justice, 
and welfare schemes for the 
people.

"Today, Tamil Nadu is con-
fronting two critical challenges 
- the battle for language, which 
is our lifeline, and the fight 
against delimitation, which is 
our right. I earnestly urge you 
to convey the true essence of 
our battle to the people. Con-
stituency delimitation directly 
impacts our state's self-re-
spect, social justice, and wel-
fare schemes for the people. 
You should take this message 
to people. Every individual 
must rise to defend our state," 
Stain said in a video message 
on X.

Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah termed Amit Shah's 
assurance to Southern states 
that they would not be disad-
vantaged in the delimitation 
process as untrustworthy.

13 teams were formed to catch culprit, Opp slams Fadnavis-led Govt over law and order
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‘Strict action would be taken’

n    BJP MP Bhagwat Kishanrao Karad 
expressed confidence that strict ac-
tion would be taken under the lead-
ership of Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis.

"The Pune incident has shaken the en-
tire Maharashtra...We are living in 
modern times, but such barbarism 
is happening in these times. The 
government and those responsible 
for law & order are responsible for 
this,” said Shiv Sena (UBT) spokes-
person Anand Dubey

Congress national spokesperson Atul 
Londhe Patil also criticised Maha-

rashtra government over the recur-
ring rape incidents in the state.
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benchmark index is down 
12,780.15 points or 14.86 
per cent. The Nifty dropped 
4,152.65 points or 15.80 per 
cent from its lifetime high of 
26,277.35 hit on September 
27, 2024.

 “The equity markets 
closed for the week deep 
in the red, with the front-
line indexes losing altitude 
by 1.90 % and the broader 
markets close to 3 %. While 
the trend of market decline 
continues unabated, the 
larger than expected fall 
has been caused due to 
uncertainties surround-
ing the actual impact of the 
countervailing tariffs im-
posed by the US, and simi-
lar walls erected by other 
countries including China. 
What has caused much of 
consternation is the possi-
bility of China devaluing its 
currency in response to the 

tariffs to sustain its trade 
competitiveness,” said  Dr. 
Joseph Thomas, Head of 
Research, Emkay Wealth 
Management

The move may have con-
sequences for other re-
gional currencies as well 
like Taiwan and South 
Korea, though the Rupee 
may be much less affected 
as it is still under managed 
floating and has a perennial 
trade deficit, he added.

Among the Sensex pack, 
Tech Mahindra slumped 
over 6 per cent followed 
by IndusInd Bank which 
tanked over 5 per cent.

Mahindra & Mahindra, 
Bharti Airtel, Infosys, Tata 
Motors, Titan, Tata Consul-
tancy Services, Nestle and 
Maruti were also among 
the major laggards. HDFC 
Bank emerged as the only 
gainer from the pack. In 
Asian markets, Seoul, To-
kyo, Shanghai and Hong 

Kong settled with deep 
cuts. European markets 
were trading mostly lower. 
US markets ended sharply 
lower on Thursday.

 “The national market ex-
perienced a sharp decline 
amid heightened bearish 
sentiment largely influ-
enced by weak global cues. 
The decline was largely 
triggered by fear of the 
implementation of 25 per 
cent tariff on US imports 
from Canada and Mexico, 
set to take effect next week, 
along with an additional 10 
per cent tariff on Chinese 
goods,” Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research, Geojit Finan-
cial Services, said.

 “This marked the fifth 
consecutive month of losses 
for the Nifty-50, the longest 
losing streak in nearly three 
decades,” Ameya Ranadive, 
Chartered Market Techni-
cian, CFTe, Sr Technical 
Analyst, StoxBox, said.

Global experts share ideas

India needs to grow at 7.8% 

Market plunges 2%

Make Punjab drug-free

Economy grows 6.2% in Oct-Dec

Avalanche buries BRO camp in 
U’khand: 32 workers rescued

India, EU set year-end 
deadline for mega FTA

EPFO keeps rate at 
8.25% for 2024-25
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Mobile No: 8218867005, 9058441404; 
Telephone No: 0135 2664315; Toll Free 
No: 1070.

According to Uttarakhand government’s 
Department of Information and Public Re-
lations (DIPR), people are encouraged to 
contact the helpline numbers, which are 
being operated through state emergency 
operation centre of Uttarakhand State Di-
saster Management Authority.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah spoke to 

Dhami and assured that the government’s 
priority was to safely evacuate the people 
trapped in the incident.

The Home Minister also spoke to the DG 
of Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) and 
the DG of the National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) regarding the evacuation 
efforts. Meanwhile, Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh also spoke to Chief Minister  
Dhami and assured local army units are 
providing all possible assistance.  

(With Agency inputs)

June 2022 after they were 
suspended in 2013 due to a 
gap in ambition.
“Today, we have decided to 
create a bold and ambitious 
roadmap for the India-EU 
partnership for the period 
beyond 2025. It will be 
launched during the next 
India-EU summit,” Modi 
said.

India is set to host the 
summit later this year.

The negotiations for the 
deal were not moving for-
ward ostensibly in view 
of the EU’s persistent de-
mands to New Delhi cut 
tariffs on cars, wine and 
agricultural products.

The EU Commission 
president, accompanied by 
the College of Commission-
ers or senior political lead-
ers of the bloc’s member 
nations began her two-day 
India visit on Thursday. 

It is the first such visit 
after the European parlia-
mentary elections in June 
last. In his media state-

ment, Modi indicated re-
solve by the two sides also 
to move forward on nego-
tiations for an investment 
protection pact as well as 
on geographical indica-
tions as part of broader ef-
forts to boost investments.
“We have prepared a blue-
print for collaboration in 
the areas of trade, technol-
ogy, investment, innova-
tion, green growth, secu-
rity, skilling and mobility,” 
he said.
“We have directed our 
teams to conclude a mu-
tually beneficial bilateral 
free trade agreement by 
the end of this year,” he 
said.

Echoing Modi, Von der 
Leyen said: “We have 
tasked our teams to build 
on this momentum and fi-
nalise our free trade agree-
ment before the end of this 
year.”
“We are expecting a lot of 
our trade negotiators, we 
told them they should sur-
prise us,” she said.

Mandaviya in New Delhi 
on Friday.

According to an official 
statement, the interest rate 
will be officially notified by 
the government, after which 
EPFO will credit the amount 
to the subscribers’ accounts.

Ministry said: “CBT rec-
ommended 8.25 per cent 
annual rate of interest to be 
credited on EPF accumula-
tions in members’ accounts 
for the financial year 2024-
25. The interest rate would 
be officially notified by the 
Government of India, fol-
lowing which EPFO would 
credit the rate of interest into 
the subscribers’ accounts”.

The government also high-

lighted that EPF continues to 
offer high and stable returns 
compared to many other 
fixed-income instruments. 

The interest earned on EPF 
deposits is also tax-free up to 
a specified limit, making it a 
preferred long-term invest-
ment option for salaried 
employees. Apart from the 
interest rate announcement, 
the CBT approved key modi-
fications in the Employees’ 
Deposit Linked Insurance 
(EDLI) scheme to improve 
financial security for the 
families of EPF members.

One of the major changes 
is the introduction of a mini-
mum insurance benefit for 
employees who pass away 
within one year of service.

would require reforms and 
their implementation to be 
as ambitious as the target 
itself, the World Bank said 
in a statement, soon after 
unveiling the report.
“Lessons from countries 
like Chile, Korea and Po-
land show how they have 
successfully made the 
transition from middle- to 
high-income countries by 
deepening their integration 
into the global economy,” 
said Auguste Tano Kouame, 
World Bank Country Direc-
tor.
“India can chart its own 
path by stepping up the pace 
of reforms and building on 
its past achievements,” he 
added. The report evaluates 
three scenarios for India’s 
growth trajectory over the 

next 22 years.
The scenario which en-

ables India to reach high-
income status in a genera-
tion, requires: achieving 
faster and inclusive growth 
across states; increasing to-
tal investment from current 
33.5 per cent of GDP to 40 
per cent (both in real terms) 
by 2035; increasing overall 
labour force participation 
from 56.4 per cent to above 
65 per cent; and accelerating 
overall productivity growth.
“India can take advantage 
of its demographic dividend 
by investing in human capi-
tal, creating enabling con-
ditions for more and better 
jobs and raising female 
labour force participation 
rates from 35.6 per cent to 
50 per cent by 2047,” said 
Emilia Skrok and Rangeet 
Ghosh, co-authors of the 

report.
In the past three fiscal 

years India has accelerated 
its average growth rate to 
7.2 per cent. In order to 
maintain this and attain an 
average growth rate of 7.8 
per cent (in real terms) over 
the next two decades, the 
World Bank report recom-
mends four critical areas 
for policy action: increas-
ing investment; fostering 
an environment to create 
more and better jobs; pro-
moting structural transfor-
mation, trade participation 
and technology adoption; 
and enabling states to grow 
faster and together.

In 2025-26, the Indian 
economy is projected to 
grow between 6.3 per cent 
and 6.8 per cent, as noted in 
the Economic Survey pre-
sented on January 31.

loaded with nutrition.
“For the first-time, we are 

thrilled to be requested to 
create and unveil to India 
and the world ‘The Modi 
Dish’. It is completely Made 
in India and crafted by my 
team and displayed at the 
prestigious here at our stall,” 
he said.

NASA Astronaut Dr. Mike 
Massimino said that efforts 
are being made to safely 
bring back NASA astro-
naut Indian-origin Sunita 
Williams and Butch Wilm-
ore, which were stranded 

in the International Space 
Station for over 125 days, to 
the Earth within this March.

Former Canadian Prime 
Minister Stephen J. Harper, 
in his keynote address spoke 
extensively about India’s 
pivotal role in the evolving 
global order. He acknowl-
edged that while the world 
is undergoing significant 
transformations, India is 
uniquely positioned to navi-
gate these changes success-
fully.

Rt. Hon. Stephen J. Harper, 
former Prime Minister of 
Canada, delivered a thought-
provoking address on the 

significant policy shifts that 
followed Donald Trump’s 
election. Harper shared his 
surprise at Trump’s asser-
tive approach, especially 
in regard to U.S.-Canada 
relations. On the domestic 
front, Haryana CM Nayab 
Singh Saini said “we have a 
government in its third term 
led by the respected Naren-
dra Modi Ji. If you compare 
Haryana from before 2014 to 
what it will be like in 2025, 
you’ll notice it’s changing 
fast. I’m glad to see that in 
the last 10 years, every dis-
trict in Haryana has been 
getting four-lane roads.”

of general public.  Mann 
said that the government 
will set up special courts 
for speedy trial of drugs 
cases. He said there is no 
dearth of funds for this The 

CM further noted that the 
supply line of drugs should 
be snapped and those sell-
ing the drugs should be put 
behind the bars. He said 
that the war against drugs 
should be transformed into 
a mass and social campaign 
for which the officers must 

plan a big action. 
Citing example of Nara-

ngwal village where illegal 
property of drug smuggler 
was razed on Thursday eve-
ning, Mann said that library 
will be constructed over the 
Shamlat land where the 
house was razed.

grew at a slower pace than was estimated 
by the central bank. The weak GDP num-
bers can be gauged from the consumption 
in the economy and latest stock market 
performance. The RBI has projected real 
GDP growth for 2024-25 at 6.6 per cent. In 
the January-March quarter, the GDP is ex-
pected to grow 7.2 per cent, RBI projected in 
December monetary policy.

According to the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation’s estimates, the 
Indian economy, in real terms, is expected to 
grow by 6.5 per cent in 2024-25 as compared 
to the 8.2 per cent growth in 2023-24. It is 10 
basis points less than RBI estimates.

Nominal GDP is expected to witness a 
growth rate of 9.7 per cent in 2024-25 over 
the growth rate of 9.6 per cent in 2023-24.

In 2025-26, the Indian economy is projected 
to grow between 6.3 per cent and 6.8 per cent, 
as noted in the Economic Survey presented 
on January 31. India’s GDP grew by an im-
pressive 8.2 per cent during the financial 
year 2023-24 and continued to be the fastest-
growing major economy. The economy grew 
by 7.2 per cent in 2022-23 and 8.7 per cent in 
2021-22. It also released the second advance 
estimate for the current fiscal and pegged 
the economic growth at 6.5 per cent against 
6.4 per cent estimated in the first advance 
estimate released in January.

Prime Minister Na-
rendra  Modi  on 
Friday said that the 

Sufi music festival Jahan-e-
Khusrau has made a place in 
the hearts of people, calling 
it its biggest success over the 
years.

Addressing the audience, 
PM Modi emphasised the 
significance of such festi-
vals for the country’s cul-
ture and art.

“Before coming to the 
mehfil, I had the opportu-
nity to visit THE Bazaar... 
Moments like these are 
not only important for the 
country’s culture and art 
but also bring a sense of re-
lief,” he said.

“Jahan-e-Khusrau’s jour-
ney is completing 25 years. 
Over these years, this fes-
tival has carved a place in 
people’s hearts, which is its 
greatest success,” PM Modi 
added.

The Prime Minister also 
extended Ramzan greet-
ings on the occasion.

“I extend my greetings 
to the entire country as 
Ramzan is about to begin. 
Since I am here at Sunder 
Nursery, it is important to 
remember Aga Khan. His 
contribution to beautifying 
Sunder Nursery has been a 
blessing for many artists,” 
he said.

“In the ‘Nazr-e-Krishna’ 
presented here, we saw 
glimpses of our shared 
heritage. There is a unique 

fragrance in this event of 
Jahan-e-Khusrau--the fra-
grance of Hindustan’s soil!” 
he added.

PM Modi stated that 
Amir Khusrau described 
India as greater than all the 
big countries of the world 
at that time “Hazrat Amir 
Khusrau described India 
as greater than all the big 
countries of the world at 
that time...He called San-
skrit the best language in 
the world...He considers 
the wise men of India to be 
greater than even the great-
est scholars,” he said.

Speaking about Sufi cul-
ture, he remarked, “When 
Sufi culture came to In-
dia, it felt connected to its 
roots.” The three-day fes-
tival, held from February 

28 to March 2, brings to-
gether artists from across 
the world to celebrate the 
legacy of Amir Khusrau.

Organized by the Rumi 
Foundation, the festival 
was started by renowned 
filmmaker and artist Mu-
zaffar Ali in 2001 and is 
celebrating its 25th anni-
versary this year.

During the event, the 
Prime Minister visited the 
TEH Bazaar (TEH: The 
Exploration of the Hand-
made), which showcased 
One District-One Product 
crafts, exquisite artifacts 
from across the country, 
and short films on handi-
crafts and handlooms.

He also interacted with 
shopkeepers during his 
visit to the Bazaar.

Jahan-e-Khusrau made place in hearts 
of people in 25 years: PM Modi

Agencies
New Delhi
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Q2. 

What do you believe is the reason 
behind the deteriorating relations 
between Mohammad Yunus and Army 
Chief General Jaman?

Q3. 

Is the increasing conflict between Yunus 
and the military pushing Bangladesh 

toward instability?

Q4. 

Can the military take control of 
Bangladesh like in Pakistan?

Q1. 

Has the trust of the military in the 
Yunus government in Bangladesh 

declined?

A significant majority (69%) believe 
the military’s trust in the Yunus 
government has declined. However, 

26% think there is no decline in 
trust, while 5% remain uncertain. 
This indicates growing concerns 

over civil-military relations in Ban-
gladesh.

 69% believe that the trust of the military in the  
Yunus government in Bangladesh is declined

the Daily guardian  Survey on  Bangladesh Political Crisis
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the 25th Anniversary Of Sufi Music Festival ‘Jahan-E-Khusrau’,  at Sunder Nursery in New 
Delhi on Friday. (ANI Photo)
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Govinda is in news 
again.. this time not 
due to politics or 

films but on a tragic spec-
tacle of breakdown of mar-
riage after 37 years . His fans 
and well wishers pray that 
divorce reports prove to be 
untrue and he and Sunita 
continue in united and mari-
tal bliss.

 On the personal front, Go-
vinda is married to Sunita, 
the friend who became his 
wife when he was barely 
out of his teens. Reminisc-
ing about the moment of his 
engagement, he had said, ‘I 
came home one day from 
shooting and my mother said 
it’s high time I got married. 
Sunita and I were married 
the next morning at 4.30 
a.m.’ Govinda described 
it as a ‘love cum arranged 
marriage’, since the two 
knew each other well. ‘We 
used to fight constantly,’ 
Sunita recalls. ‘He thought 
I was too mod [modern] for 
him.’ But he married at his 
mother Nirmala Devi’s insis-
tence. ‘I never questioned my 
mother,’ he says. ‘I just tried 
to give her all the happiness 
that was in my hands.’

There is more to Gov-
inda’s private life, however, 
than this bland statement 
reveals. There were fleeting 
rumours of his link-up with 
Karisma (previously known 
as Karishma) Kapoor when 
she first started out in films 

and was paired opposite 
him. But the love of his life 
seems to have been his co-
star Neelam Kothari.

Film glossy Stardust had 
run a story on the Neelam–
Govinda romance under 
the heading: ‘Why Govinda 
could not marry Neelam.’ 
According to contributor 
Suguna Sundaram, the two 
were from drastically differ-
ent backgrounds. The actor, 
who described himself quite 
unapologetically as ‘an un-
polished boor’, was smit-
ten by his Hong Kong-born 
leading lady, who seemed 
to him like ‘a Dresden doll 
– pure, clean, polished and 
dignified’. He confessed to 
having felt inadequate in 
her presence, because his 
spoken English was far from 
sophisticated. Govinda met 
Neelam for the first time at 
producer Pranlal Mehta’s of-
fice, where she had turned 
up in white shorts, her long 
hair flowing behind her ‘like 
an angel’s’, as he put it later. 
While working together in 
Love 86, followed by Ilzaam 
(1986)

Govinda’s alleged roman-
tic involvement with Rani 
Mukerji, whom he would 
meet on the sets of Hadh 
Kar Di Aapne (2000), cre-
ated quite a scandal, as, by 
then, he was a married man. 
The Times of India wrote of 
the rumours circulating 
about the pair: of the actor 
gifting Rani an expensive car, 
diamond jewellery and even 
a high-end apartment. The 
affair supposedly reached 
a point where Sunita reg-
istered her protest by mov-
ing out of her marital home. 
Eventually, Govinda’s un-
willingness to give up on his 
marriage would lead to the 
break-up of his relationship 
with Rani who, many years 
later, went on to marry bil-

lionaire film producer and 
director Aditya Chopra.

There must have been 
something special about 
the ‘Virar ka chhokra’ to at-
tract women who wouldn’t 
normally have considered 
him their ‘type’. It could 
well have been the quality 
that has been described as 
his ‘simplicity’, but there was 
obviously more to him than 
met the eye. Even author 
Shobhaa De, who had spent 
an evening with Govinda 
for a film-tabloid feature, 
was impressed by him. ‘He 
has a native intelligence and 
a terrific sense of humour,’ 
she would observe, adding, 
‘and he’s a shrewd business-
man. He’s figured out what 
his audience wants and he 
delivers it.’ Speaking to the 
author, film-maker Mahesh 
Bhatt commented on the Go-
vinda ‘magic’ and his success 
in films which was based 
on ‘essentially a salt-of-
the-earth everyman appeal 
combined with sincerity and 
innocence. His Indianness 
was his major asset’. Bhatt, 
who had directed him in 
Awaargi (1990), would add, 
‘People could tune into him.’ 
In Govinda, David Dhawan 
saw the ‘yahoo exuberance’ 
of Shammi Kapoor and the 
poignancy of Raj Kapoor’s 
Anari (1959). ‘Govinda had 
a natural vitality, which was 
spontaneous, not cultivated,’ 
he remarked.

The same spontaneous 
charm would work won-
ders for his political career 
soon after Sonia Gandhi took 
over as Congress president in 
late 1990s. An accomplished 
and successful actor by then, 
Govinda was invited to a 
high-profile political event 
organized at Congress lead-
er Murli Deora’s residence 
to welcome ‘politician’ So-
nia Gandhi in Mumbai. 
Deora’s wife Hema clearly 
remembers how Murli had 
led Govinda directly to the 
table where Sonia was seated 
and introduced him

Someone in 1998, Murli 
Deora had hosted a party in 
honour of Sonia Gandhi who 
had taken over as the AICC 
president. An accomplished 
and successful actor by now, 

Govinda was invited to a 
high-profile political event 
organized at Murli Deora’s 
residence to welcome ‘politi-
cian’ Sonia Gandhi in Mum-
bai. Deora’s wife Hema clear-
ly remembers how Murli had 
led Govinda directly to the 
table where Sonia was seated 
and introduced him. The 
Congress president is said to 
have remarked, ‘Of course, I 
know him. My children keep 
talking about him.’ Govinda 
was then seated next to her, 
while the hosts Murli and 
Hema excused themselves 
to attend to other guests. 
Hema recalls noticing from 
a distance how the actor had 
Sonia Gandhi in splits sev-
eral times on that occasion. 
Congress leaders close to 
her had then observed that 
the AICC chief had been in-

stantly struck by Govinda’s 
simplicity and easy manner 
and had invited him to pay 
a visit to 10, Janpath when 
the actor was next in Delhi 
– a meeting that would fi-
nally materialize in 2003. 
Govinda maintained that 
he had great admiration for 
the Nehru–Gandhi family. 
‘I chose the Congress for its 
thoughts, its acceptance of 
people of all opinions and its 
wide perspective,’ he would 
declare.

 In 2004 Lok Sabha polls, 
Govinda had earned a tag of 
a giant killer when he had 
posted a spectacular vic-
tory against BJP veteran 
and former central minis-
ter Ram Naik. However, by 
2008, the Congress MP from 
Mumbai North had become 
disillusioned and made sev-

eral threats to quit politics. 
From January–February 
2008 till May 2009, his as-
sociation with the Congress 
and his parliamentary con-
stituency were minimal. 
The actor did not campaign 
for the Congress during the 
2009 polls, but the Party’s 
nominee Sanjay Nirupam 
won the seat.

Govinda had little to do 
with the Congress’s ideol-
ogy or its social programmes 
and had remained absent 
for most of the Lok Sabha 
sessions. In fact, as MP, the 
actor had earned the dubi-
ous distinction of skipping 
the highest number of Lok 
Sabha meetings during his 
tenure (2004–2009) in 
Parliament, with records 
showing that he had at-
tended merely 12 per cent of 

all the Parliament sessions 
during his five years there. 
Moreover, the few speeches 
and remarks he had made 
in Parliament were deemed 
‘politically incorrect’ and a 
source of embarrassment 
to the Party leadership.

Govinda remained po-
litically inactive during the 
second phase of UPA. He 
was miffed as neither Sonia 
Gandhi nor prime minister 
Dr Manmohan Singh of-
fered a Rajya Sabha seat. 
While speaking to this cor-
respondent then, Govinda 
would often withhold com-
ments, merely expressing his 
unwillingness to talk about 
politics. ‘You are free to draw 
your conclusions on why 
I left politics,’ he had told 
me, avoiding comment on 
politics and his experience 
of working with Sonia, Dr 
Manmohan Singh and the 
Congress Party. ‘I felt that 
it would be proper to quit 
politics because I didn’t 
have much experience in 
this field,’ he said by way of 
explanation.

However, for an actor 
known mostly for his loud 
brand of comedy and equally 
loud outfits, along with his 
sexual innuendo-laden dia-
logues and violent pelvic 
thrusts – all carefully cal-
culated to target and win 
over the masses, primarily, 
the front-benchers in the 
audience – Govinda had 
been a surprise as a political 
package. During the tire-
less rounds of campaign-
ing, the enthusiastic actor 
often spouted poetry with 
the same ease with which 
he had executed his famous 
‘latka-jhatkas’, the sugges-
tive dance moves, that had 
earned him a vast fan fol-
lowing. He also had a quick 
wit about him: when some-
one asked him once, if, with 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee around, 
more poetry would be recit-
ed and there would be more 
‘taal-mel’, or harmony, in 
Parliament, Govinda had 
retorted: ‘Taal toh zaroor 
hoga, lekin mel ke bare mein 
keh nahi sakte (Rhythm will 
certainly be there, but I can’t 
be so sure about harmony).’

That was the charm of the 

‘Virar ka chhokra’, as the 
boy from Virar was fondly 
referred to. Coming from 
the fringes of society was, 
surprisingly enough, one of 
Govinda’s greatest strengths. 
He was born as Govind 
Ahuja to a Punjabi family 
that had settled in Maha-
rashtra and fallen on hard 
times even before his birth. 
His mother, the late Nirmala 
Devi, was a classical vocalist 
and his father Arun Ahuja, 
a struggling film actor who 
is best remembered for his 
role in Mehboob Khan’s Au-
rat (1940).

Long before Rahul Gan-
dhi’s politically motivated 
Metro rides to project him-
self as one of the people, it 
was Govinda who would 
board the local train to gar-
ner support for his Party. Po-
tential voters felt reassured 
and warmed to him. ‘Yeh 
bheedu toh apun ka aadmi 
hai (This man is one of us),’ 
they were heard murmuring 
to each other. A big crowd 
always accompanied him, 
talking to him and cheering 
him on with, ‘Chal, Govinda 
bhai, chal.’

At times actress Zeenat 
Aman would be by his side in 
the election campaign. And 
contribute her bit by saying, 
‘They call us nachne gaane 
wale. But let me tell you we 
sell our art for a living, but 
never our integrity (iman 
nahin bechte).’ ‘Govinda ala 
re ala (Govinda is here)!’ he 
would exclaim, adding, ‘Ram 
Naik gela re gela (Ram Naik 
is about to be sent packing).’

In an interview for the Hin-
dustan Times in 2017, Gov-
inda had said, “I am proud 
to say that whatever I have 
ever wanted, I have done it 
my way,’ he would declare. ‘I 
didn’t have to please anyone 
to get where I am. I worked 
towards it. I wanted to be at 
the top of films, I did it my 
way. Then I wanted to try 
my hand at politics, and I 
did that. In 2009, I wanted 
to get out of it [politics] with-
out any controversies, and 
I have to admit, I’m really 
very lucky to [have man-
aged that]. Now I am here 
again, entering films, when 
I want to.’

There is a move to rename 
India as Bharat. But as a 
prelude to this, Indians 
should shun the habit of 
being overly self-critical (of 
course, we do need to get rid 
of some bad traits and in our 
heart of hearts we are aware 
of them). Take pride in the 
Brand Desi and also pro-
mote it all over the world so 
as to enhance our soft power. 
So, avoid giving ‘kacha khaa 
jaane wali’ look to someone 
who is making slurping 

sounds while sipping tea. 
Even a brief stay in a for-

eign country may infect us 
with foreign accent, crowd 
phobia and firangi etiquette. 
Don’t provide free entertain-
ment to onlookers by opting 
to eat a samosa with a fork 
and knife. The morsel can 
become a projectile and 
may land on the plate of 
your date. It may even enter 
her mouth which just got 
opened to convey her ‘fall-
ing in love’. And one’s rat-
ing may fall from a high- as 
rapidly as a skydiver.

Whenever Indians meet a 
relative or a good friend, they 
don’t converse about the 
weather- that is the British 
way of knocking the door of 
talking. To convey your rela-
tionship as ‘jigri dost’ or ‘sa-
chi saheli’, one often begins 
with- you are looking thin-
ner (a person with a small 
frame can also be referred 
to as ‘weak’). To make the 

comment weighty, one can 
add, ‘You don’t need to diet. 
Rather, you should eat as if 
there is no tomorrow!’

If someone has put on 
weight, ‘sugar coat’ the 
comment by saying- you 
are looking ‘healthier’. Other 
notable adjectives include- 
radiant, tired, younger, 
saggy, uplifted, sad, cheerful 
etc. Commenting on some-
one’s dress or perfume is less 
impactful. The term ‘body 
shaming’ has come into 
vogue only recently. Indi-
ans have been doing socially 
sanctioned body shaming 
since time immemorial.

Privacy is a Western con-
cept. Desis are expected to 
poke noses into each-oth-
ers’ internal affairs. When-
ever someone comes out 
of the polling booth after 
casting the ‘secret ballot’, a 
common query is, ‘Whom 
did you vote for?’

In our country, most 
of the family secrets get 
metamorphosed into fam-
ily tales. They can even be 
revealed by co-passengers 
who get familiar during a 
long-distance train jour-
ney. A few months ago, a 
client consulted me for the 
first time regarding the 
premature wrinkling on 

her face. I asked her if there 
was any pre-disposing fac-
tor. Pat came the reply, ‘It 
is my husband. When I 
was young, I was so pretty 
that many men were after 
me. But my judgement got 
clouded and I chose him. 

Probably I was destined to 
be with this irritating speci-
men.’ 

In fact, in most of our con-
versations, we end up gos-
siping about relatives and 
friends. There is always 
a person with a ‘marked 

deviation from the mean’ 
personality about whom 
one can talk for hours or 
even more.  Topics like 
the extent of the universe 
or the evolution of life are 
to be discussed only after 
downing a few drinks or if 
one is with an intellectual 
or a pseudo-intellectual. 
Political and religious dis-
cussions should be held 
only amongst like-minded 
individuals. Otherwise, 
good friends can develop 
thousand-year enmity- like 
that of ‘India-Pakistan’.

When in Desi-land, do as 
the Desis do!

Shudh Desi Etiquette

opinion
Rasheed Kidwai

frowning 
prohibited 

Jas Kohli

Privacy is a Western concept. Desis are 
expected to poke noses into each-others’ 

internal affairs. Whenever someone 
comes out of the polling booth after 

casting the ‘secret ballot’, a common 
query is, ‘Whom did you vote for?’

charm of the ‘Virar ka chhokra’
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Former Canadian 
Prime Minister Ste-
phen J. Harper, in his 

keynote address at the NXT 
Forum 2025 held at Bharat 
Mandapam in New Delhi, 
spoke extensively about 
India’s pivotal role in the 
evolving global order. He 
acknowledged that while the 
world is undergoing signifi-
cant transformations, India 
is uniquely positioned to 
navigate these changes suc-
cessfully.

Harper noted that India 
would have preferred a ref-
ormation of global rules and 
institutions to reflect its ris-
ing status, but these frame-
works are losing relevance 
instead of evolving. Despite 
this, India does not need ex-
cessive hedging strategies, 

as it is emerging as a global 
power based on its size and 
strategic appeal.

Highlighting India’s de-
mographic and economic 
strength, he pointed out 
that India is set to become 
the world’s most populous 
nation and has secured its 
place among the top five 
economies, growing faster 
than any major country. 
Combined with its vast land-
mass and cultural influence, 
India is on track to become a 
leading global force.

However, Harper acknowl-
edged India’s challenges, 
including agricultural in-
efficiencies, a military that 
lags behind its economic 
strength, and geopolitical 
pressures from China and 
elements within the Islamic 
world.

Despite these obstacles, 
he emphasized India’s stra-

tegic advantages—it is seen 
as a desirable global part-
ner rather than a threat. He 
also underlined that India’s 
democratic values align with 
the EU and the U.S., making 

it a key player in countering 
long-term challenges posed 
by China.

Harper highlighted India’s 
unique position as a post-co-
lonial nation, enabling it to 

build strong partnerships 
across the Global South, in-
cluding the Gulf, Africa, and 
Brazil. As the world shifts 
into a multipolar order, In-
dia remains one of the few 

nations capable of expand-
ing its global influence while 
sustaining growth and pros-
perity.

However, he warned that 
the emerging world order 
mirrors the rivalries of the 
pre-World War I era, a trou-
bling prospect given modern 
military advancements and 
AI technologies. He cau-
tioned that such rivalries 
could lead to even greater 
instability.

Harper urged India to bal-
ance power politics with its 
commitment to democratic 
values, playing a construc-
tive global role rather than 
being drawn solely into 
spheres of influence. He 
emphasized that challenges 
like economic growth, cli-
mate change, health crises, 
and global security require 
international cooperation, 
which cannot thrive in a 

world dominated by authori-
tarian power struggles.

India, as a free and demo-
cratic nation, is well-posi-
tioned to be the voice of the 
Global South while main-
taining democratic leader-
ship. He criticized the West 
for its recent failures in lead-
ership, oscillating between 
self-doubt and moral supe-
riority, which has created a 
global leadership vacuum 
that India is well-placed to 
fill.

Harper viewed the rise of 
strongman politics, exem-
plified by Trump, as a nec-
essary but temporary correc-
tion and emphasized that the 
world still needs a strong yet 
idealistic America.

Meanwhile, he highlighted 
India’s strong leadership and 
forward-looking vision, 
praising its rapid modern-
ization and expanding global 

partnerships. He commend-
ed India’s G20 presidency 
for representing not just its 
own interests but also those 
of Latin America, Africa, and 
other developing nations.

Harper reaffirmed India’s 
potential as a leading demo-
cratic power, distinct from 
the West, capable of shap-
ing an Asian Century based 
on cooperation rather than 
coercion. He stressed that 
India’s significance lies be-
yond its economic and mili-
tary rise, as it also serves as a 
beacon of democracy, deeply 
rooted in its unique history 
and culture.

Finally, he lauded India’s 
openness to dialogue and 
intellectual exchange, noting 
that this spirit fosters global 
discussions like the NXT Fo-
rum, reinforcing India’s role 
in shaping the future world 
order.

Harper envisions India as the next global power
Tikam Sharma
New Delhi RBI Cuts Risk Weights

XN T
	 Harper sees India as a rising global power, 

uniquely positioned to navigate global 
changes.

XN T
	 India is set to become the most populous 

nation and one of the top five economies, 
growing faster than any major country.

XN T
	 India faces issues like agricultural inef-

ficiencies, a lagging military, and geopoliti-
cal pressures from China and the Islamic 
world.

XN T
	 India is a desirable partner, aligned with 

democratic values, especially in countering 
China’s influence.

XN T
	 India’s post-colonial status helps it build 

partnerships across the Global South.

Q: In light of current geo-
politics, what are the three 
key issues: when will the war 
in Europe end, the impact of 
‘Make America Great Again’ 
on climate action, and how will 
AI and quantum computing 
shape global production and 
productivity?”

A: Well, thanks, Amitabh. 
Look, I hope the war in Eu-
rope ends as soon as pos-
sible, but I hope it ends on 
terms that are as just and as 
fair to the victim as possible. 
And plainly, Russia invaded 
Ukraine. There was no jus-
tification for the invasion of 
Ukraine and any ceasefire 
that doesn’t provide Ukraine 
with ongoing security. And 
that means serious Europe-
an soldiers on the ground as 
a tripwire against any future 
Russian invasion, I think 
would give the aggressor a 
win. And if the aggressor 
wins in one place, potential 
aggressors in other places 
will be massively embold-
ened. So that’s that one.

On Climate Change:
“I’ve got to be honest with 

you, I don’t think climate 
change is the biggest prob-
lem we face. I don’t even 
think it’s the second or the 
third biggest problem we 
face, obviously, here in India.
The chief issue is trying to 
give more and more Indians, 
a decent middle class stan-
dard of living. And frankly, 
any attempt to reduce emis-
sions that damages, that 
is not worth doing. And at 
the moment, in countries of 
the West, Biden’s America, 
Britain, still Australia is still 
Europe. This quest to re-
duce emissions is making 
us economically weaker. 
And ultimately it’s hurting 
our efforts to compete with 
the dictatorships that wish 
us harm.”

On Artificial Intelligence:
“Now, as for AI, it’s going 

to make a huge difference 
obviously over time. But in 
the end, I just know that 
it’s just another tool and it’s 
the people that use the tool 
that really count. The tools 
are there to make us help 
us to do better. But, anyone 
who’s dominated by the tool 
is a fool.”

Q: With rising protectionism 
and the breakdown of the WTO, 
what are the implications for the 
Global South, and countries like 
Australia and India?”

A: Okay. Well thanks, Am-
itabh. Look, The so-called 
global South is vastly better 
off now than it was a genera-
tion ago. Inequality between 
countries is much less now 
than it was a generation 
ago. I think of the the poor 
in inverted commas country 
that I know best, namely 
PNG. And you compare 
Port Moresby, say, 30 years 
ago to Port Moresby today 
and it’s chalk and cheese. 
Sure, there are a lot of poor 
people in Port Moresby. Yes, 
there’s a lot of inequality of 
wealth in Port Moresby, 
but in many ways it’s now 
a sophisticated global city 
as well: Port Moresby. So, 
so globalization has meant 
equalization. And the rea-
son for that is that a world 

with freer movement of 
goods, people and ideas 
has given the less well-off 
more chance to get ahead 
than ever before. There’s no 
doubt that free trade, makes 
everyone better off in the 
long run. In the short run, 
they can be quite difficult 
adjustments. And it’s the 
job of Democratic govern-
ments to try to smooth those 
difficult adjustments. One 
particular consequence of 
free trade, ever since China 
was brought into the WTO, 
is that China has exploited 
free trade but not practiced 
it. And this is where Prime 
Minister Modi showed rare 
courage and insight, and 
great leadership when he 
refused to join the Chinese 
led Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership. 
Because this, in the end, was 
just going to be another de-
vice like the Belt and Road 
Initiative for China to prac-
tice various forms of eco-
nomic colonialism. So, look, 
free trade is very important.
But frankly, I am much more 
in favor of free trade with 
our friends with like minded 
democracies than I than, of 
free trade with those who 
wish to do us harm, such as 
communist China under the 

present regime.
Q: Do you think China’s mar-

ket penetration is driven by 
state support and subsidized 
goods?”

A: Exactly right. What 
China has deliberately set 
out to do is to dominate 
critical markets, particu-
larly emerging markets. 
Now, here in Australia, you 
know, Australia, my coun-
try, we constantly hear this 
talk, Oh, Australia has got to 
become a renewable energy 
superpower, as if no other 
country has wind or sun. In 
fact, the only country that is 
going to become a renewable 
energy superpower is Chi-
na, because China is mak-
ing the solar panels and the 
wind turbines that we are 
importing often enough on 
the back of slave labor, from 
the Uyghurs in Xinjiang 
province. Now, that’s not the 
kind of thing that we want 
to participate in, in my view.

Q: Given China’s dominance 
in critical minerals and renew-
able energy, could the vacuum 
created by U.S. withdrawal 
from climate action further 
strengthen its monopoly?

A: But, but but again, we 
are only buying electric 
cars because governments 
are subsidizing them.

Tomohiko Taniguchi, for-
mer foreign policy advisor 
to the late Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, shared 
his insights on Indo-Pacific 
policy while speaking at the 
NXT Forum 2025. He high-
lighted the major challenges 
and key opportunities in the 
region.

Taniguchi emphasized 
that for any national leader 
to effectively guide their 
country, they must main-
tain an optimistic vision 
for the future. However, he 
identified the three biggest 
challenges in the Indo-Pa-
cific, saying, “Number one, 
China. Number two, China. 
Number three, China.” He 
warned that China would 
continue to grow both eco-
nomically and militarily, be-
coming even more formida-
ble. While some argue that 
China’s economy is slowing, 
its population advantage is 
turning into a liability, and 

wealthy Chinese citizens 
are seeking investment 
opportunities outside the 
country, overall economic 
growth remains significant. 
Even if China’s growth rate 
moderates to 3%, 4%, or 5% 
annually, it would still mean 
a doubling of the economy 
within 14 years. As a direct 
consequence, military ex-
penditure and power will 
also continue to expand.

Looking ahead five or ten 
years, Taniguchi pointed 
out that both Japan and In-
dia are inadvertently con-
tributing to China’s growing 
military power every day. 
This raises a crucial ques-

tion: How can democratic 
nations like India and Japan 
coexist with and manage the 
rise of an increasingly pow-
erful Chinese military? The 
first major challenge, there-
fore, is China’s military ex-
pansion.

The second challenge 
stems from China’s eco-
nomic trajectory, which has 
defied conventional expec-
tations. It was once widely 
believed that economic 
growth would naturally 
lead to the rise of the middle 
class, which in turn would 
foster greater political open-
ness and public discourse. 
However, this assumption 
has proven entirely false 
in China’s case. Instead of 
moving toward liberaliza-
tion, China is becoming 
even more authoritarian. 
This trend is expected to 
have profound global impli-
cations, intensifying the ide-
ological and strategic com-
petition between democratic 
and authoritarian models of 
development. This rivalry, 

which has already begun 
unfolding, is only going to 
escalate further.

The third critical chal-
lenge, Taniguchi stressed, 
is Taiwan. Although not 
directly about China, Tai-
wan’s future holds im-
mense significance for 
Japan. He underlined the 
gravity of the situation, stat-
ing that Taiwan’s fate is par-
amount for Japan’s future. 
Should Taiwan fall under 
the control of the Chinese 
Communist regime, Japan 
would face a drastically 
reduced strategic space. 
Beyond the geopolitical im-
plications, such a scenario 
would also impact Japan’s 
national psyche and confi-
dence, making it harder for 
the country to stand firm 
against China or maintain 
its own public discourse. 
The situation in Taiwan is 
thus not just a regional is-
sue but a direct and press-
ing concern for Japan’s 
security and strategic posi-
tion in the Indo-Pacific.

Alec Ross lauds the NXT 
event for ‘diversity of the 
people’ speaking at the 
conference. Ross said, 
“We’ve literally gone from 
a Hungarian minister to an 
American cowboy. So I’ll 
be bringing the perspec-
tive. We’ve talked a little bit 
about America and Ameri-
ca’s place in innovation.” He 
further introduces himself, 
“While I’m an academic and 
I write books, I come from 
this sort of cowboy world of 
entrepreneurship and ven-

ture capital.”
Ross started a company 

in a basement with three 
buddies without $0.02 to 
their name and grew it into 
a global company. “And now 
I’m focused on supporting 
other young entrepreneurs 
around the world, includ-
ing here in India. And what 
I want to do is I want to give 

perspective about some of 
what I think is about to hap-
pen, not looking out science 
fiction, looking out 20, 25 
years,” he added.

Speaking about the data 
in today’s world, Alec said, 
“But let’s talk about not 
what people are so focused 
on necessarily in 2025. But 
let’s look at 2026 and under 
arching all of this. When we 
talk about the raw material 
of the economy, I can’t help 
but think that land was the 
raw material of the agricul-
tural age. Iron was the raw 
material of the industrial 
age, and data is the raw ma-

terial of today in tomorrow’s 
world.”

“In today’s world, he or 
she who owned the data, 
controlled the data, or can 
harvest meaning from the 
data are those that are creat-
ing the industries and busi-
nesses of the future,” added 
Ross. Alec also stated that 
he no longer believes there 
is actually a digital sector 
anymore but rather be-
lieves that all sectors are in 
fact digital. “All sectors are 
in fact being transformed 
by technological forces, the 
most recent of which is arti-
ficial intelligence,” he added.

We have now identified 
through our In Space pro-
gram and a policy that has 
now been formalized to 
open up the resources of 
our space organization, 
ISRO. It famously landed on 
the south pole of the moon 
about 12–18 months ago to the 
private sector. Following this 
discussion, Union Minister 
for Science & Technology 
& Department of Space, Dr. 
Jitendra Singh, spoke about 
what’s upcoming in the space 
industry.

Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh said, “We manu-
factured, but this was one 
such antibiotic that was in-
digenously developed. And I 
am proud that I’m associated 
with the Department of Bio-
technology, which did that. 

Right from the first antibiotic 
that we had somewhere in 
the late 90s, the fence line, 
which was founded by Alex-
ander Fleming. It was rated 
as green of drugs.”

Furthermore, he added, 
“Successive generations 
were actually alien. So we 
have actually opened up into 
a new arena in the medicinal 
drugs as well. And of course, 
that’s a beautiful example of 
public-private participation, 
because all the trials and the 

salt were developed in the 
public sector.”

While discussing the space 
story of India, the Union Min-
ister said, “See, I think what 
is amazing is that the space 
story of India is itself going to 
be a case study in the years to 
come, because the entire shift 
or the quantum leap that has 
happened has happened in 
the last four light years.”

“It’s important to under-
stand the strategies behind 
that. Before I come to the fu-

ture missions, and of course, 
some of the recent missions 
that you referred to were 
amazing because Isro, the 
Indian Space Research Or-
ganization, was established 
in the year 1969, which has 
gone down in the history of 
the year. But the first human 
being on the surface of the 
moon, Neil Armstrong, and 
Isro were just being born,” 
the Union Minister added.

Further, Jitendra Singh 
says, “Then we set out 72 
communication satellites 
for some of the private play-
ers, who were, you know, en-
gaged in the communication 
industry. So let me put some 
of these thoughts in perspec-
tive. There are 970 television 
channels operating in India, 
of which 358 news channels, 
believe it or not, India Today 
is consuming 20GB of data 
per month.”

Speaking at the NXT Con-
clave, Sebastien Gendron, 
Founder & CEO of Trans-
pod, stated, “Our vision is 
to create high-speed trans-
portation.” He continued 
by shedding light on the 
concept of tube transpor-
tation, saying that the idea 
has been around for more 
than 100 years.

While addressing the at-
tendees at the NXT Con-
clave, Gendron stated, “Our 
vision is really to create 
the next generation of AI-
speed transportation for 
those who are familiar with 
the current state-of-the-art 
high-speed trains. I’ve been 
around for 50 years now, 
and at Transpod, we really 

believe that the next gener-
ation of high-speed trans-
portation belongs to what 
we call tube transportation. 
Or, you may have heard of 
Hyperloop.”

Sebast ien  Gendron, 
Founder & CEO of Trans-
pod, added, “Today, trains 
are limited to 200 kilome-
ters per hour. By remov-
ing most of the air, you can 
achieve speeds of 2000 ki-
lometers per hour. Now, be 
careful. We’re not design-
ing a magnetic gun. We’re 
not shooting people in a 
tube. We’re talking about 
decent acceleration and 
deceleration. It will take a 
few kilometers to reach top 
speed and then several ki-
lometers to decelerate.”

He further shared, “The 
vehicle we’ve been devel-

oping at Transpod is called 
the FluxJet. It’s the size of a 
train coach or bus—about 
25 meters long. But as you 
can imagine, within that 
tube, there’s no air. So, it 
looks more like a spacecraft 
without wings. It’s really 
made of composite materi-
als, and the vehicle is built 
with magnetic propulsion 

and a levitation system.”
Sebastien Gendron also 

shared, “Part of our de-
velopment plan, over the 
next 3 to 5 years, is to reach 
commercialization. Our 
preliminary work is in Al-
berta, where we’ve signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing with the Alberta 
government to develop our 
first line between Calgary 
and Edmonton.”

He added, “For those who 
follow, I’m glad we have a 
former Prime Minister of 
Canada here in the audi-
ence. The Alberta govern-
ment just announced last 
year a transportation plan 
defining their mobility plan 
up to 2060. The report will 
be released this summer, 
and a decision will be made 
by the committee this fall.”

From Ukraine-Russia war to climate change, 
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China is the biggest challenge in the 
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Data is the raw material of today in 
tomorrow’s world:  Alec Ross
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Smriti Irani discusses 
AI’s significance in 
gender equality at 

NXT Conclave 2025, high-
lighting how technology 
is neutral to its users. She 
talks about how artificial 
intelligence (AI) can help 
close the gender gap and 
create a more inclusive digi-
tal future.

While speaking about AI 
at the event, Smriti Irani 
shed light on what does ‘I’ 
mean for gender saying, “I 
think one of the greatest fal-
lacies that have been sold is 
that technology is agnostic 
to bias. As AI grows, one 
recognizes, realizes, and 
many people monetize the 
fact that technology has cre-
ated certain schisms, certain 
gaps which have become op-
portunities for many those 
who have lived as thought 
leaders or as policy makers 
dedicated to equity. Their 
decadal presumption was 
that equality will be assured. 
That is still a challenge when 
you talk about the age, let’s 
say, of AI, many people com-
pute how much it will add to 
a nation’s GDP.”

“Not much psychologi-
cal computation has been 
done as to how it will affect 
the psychology of consum-
erism, and from a gender 
perspective, if you look at 
global research, you will 

find that of everything that 
women earn, close to 80 to 
90% of their own earnings 
goes into the health and edu-
cation of their own families. 
Now, as technology enables 
consumerism, you will find 
today, the research says 72% 
of purchasing decisions are 
affected by algorithms. One 
would presume that that al-
gorithm would deepen your 
engagement as a woman 
on spans of education and 
health, because you are ge-
netically predisposed to it. 
But what happens is that 
technology and the Journal 
of Psychology especially 
says that women, through 
algorithms, get 22% more 
spending on perishable con-
sumables and at 30% less 
likely to get algorithmically 
driven data sets or content, 
which encourages them to 
invest ”She added. 

The former Union Min-
ister continue herself by 
sharing a research done by 
Berkeley by a lady called 
Genevieve Smith.  

“A small research was 
done by a lady called Gen-
evieve Smith. They did a 
study across 133 AI systems 
and they found that there 
was a gender bias in 44% 
of those systems. They did a 
study across 133 AI systems 
and they found that there 
was a gender bias in 44% 
of those systems. Now, why 
this research came about 
also is very unique. Gene-

vieve Smith, along with her 
husband, applied for a credit 
card in the US. She had the 
same money in the bank, in 
fact, had a joint account”.

She continued, “Her credit 
score was better than the 
husband’s and her tax re-
turns were as transparent as 
the husband’s. She got credit 
10% less than the husband 
or 20% less. That drove her 
to start studying the techno-
logical effects of how women 
enhance or how the credit 
worthiness of women de-
creases over a period of time.
So when this happened to 
her, her husband was very 
outraged and he went on 
Twitter and he said, this is 
happening to people and 
I think very, very, this is a 
comedy of errors because he 
was in the field of technol-
ogy, helping code web-based 
applications. So he did a call 
out on Twitter to say this 
has happened to our family. 
Steve Wozniak, I believe, 
who was, I think, party to 
one of the first devices or ap-
plications made by Hacker, 
he went and responded and 
said, guess what this, I don’t 
know, I like this”.Irani also 
shed light on bias facial rec-
ognition systems , “They use 
a male body or the dynam-
ics of a male body on an AI 
system. They do not look at 
anticipate a female driving 
and the impact on a female 
body. They do not anticipate 
a pregnant woman driving. 

‘One of the greatest 
fallacies is believing 
tech is agnostic to 
bias’: Smriti Irani
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Clinician scientist & neu-
roscientist Dr. Ann Liebert 
and Managing Director of 
Biotechnology Industry 
Research Assistance Coun-
cil Dr. Jitendra Kumar sat 
down for an interactive 
session chaired by Prof. 
Jonathan Fleming, Senior 
Lecturer at the MIT Sloan 
School of Management, to 
discuss what lies ahead in 
the field of medicine, at the 
NXT Conclave 2025 organ-
ised at Bharat Mandapam in 
New Delhi.

Prof. Jonathan Fleming, 
Senior Lecturer at the MIT 
Sloan School of Manage-
ment on Friday delivered a 
keynote address on medi-
cine and its far reaching ef-
fects while addressing the 
gathering at the NXT Con-
clave 2025 in Bharat Manda-
pam, New Delhi.

Robots will provide life-
saving care outside of hos-
pitals, Fleming underlined 
as he stressed that the next 
mountain to climb in the 
field of medicine is the brain.

Jitendra Kumar “to see 
how these technologies that 
are developed at the labo-
ratories can be translated 
into a commercial product 
through entrepreneurial 
means”.

Insights on 
health from 
conclave
TDG NETWORK
new delhi

Haryana CM Nayab Singh 
Saini marked his attendance 
at the NXT Conclave held at 
Bharat Mandapam in New 
Delhi. While speaking at 
the event Mr. Saini laid em-
phasis on the development 
Haryana has seen and what 
are his plans for the state.

When asked how does he 
see the future of Haryana, 
Nayab Singh Saini stated, 
“We have a government in 
its third term led by the re-
spected Narendra Modi Ji. If 
you compare Haryana from 
before 2014 to what it will be 
like in 2025, you’ll notice it’s 
changing fast. I’m glad to 
see that in the last 10 years, 
every district in Haryana 
has been getting four-lane 
roads.”

He further shared, “We’ve 
connected every district to 
the four-lane project. In the 
near future, our goal is to 

ensure that areas in Hary-
ana close to Delhi and the 
airport are easily accessible. 
No matter where you start 
in Haryana, you should be 
able to reach the airport in 
about two to two and a half 
hours.”

The Haryana CM added, 
“This is the kind of connec-
tivity we’re aiming for. Our 
vision is to attract industries 

and investments to Hary-
ana, and we’ve developed 
a major plan for that. In the 
upcoming budget session, 
we’ll be discussing this fur-
ther.”

Haryana CM Nayab Singh 
Saini also revealed, “We 
talked to the officials from 
the textile industry, who are 
members of our association, 
about the pre-budget plans. 

We discussed what we can 
do to attract more industries 
to Haryana in the future. 
We’ve come up with a solid 
plan to encourage investors 
to set up shop here. People 
see the environment and at-
mosphere in Haryana and 
think, “I want to start my 
business here.”

He concluded, “The gov-
ernment is always trying to 

simplify things for him, so 
that more people can come 
without any hassle. We’ve 
set up a separate system 
in Haryana called HPCC, 
where if someone submits a 
single application through 
the single window system, 
we make sure they get their 
complete NOC in a timely 
manner. This way, anyone 
can come here and easily 
get what they need.”

Detailing the ongoing road 
connectivity projects, the 
Chief Minister stated, “We 
have successfully connected 
every district through the 
four-lane project. Moving 
forward, our objective is to 
enhance accessibility to ar-
eas in Haryana that are close 
to Delhi and the airport. 
Our aim is that regardless 
of where someone starts 
their journey in Haryana, 
they should be able to reach 
the airport within approxi-
mately two to two and a half 
hours.”

NASA Astronaut Dr. Mike 
Massimino, at the NXT 
Conclave on Friday, stated 
that efforts are underway 
to safely bring back NASA 
astronauts of Indian ori-
gin, Sunita Williams and 
Butch Wilmore, who have 
been stranded at the Inter-
national Space Station for 
over 125 days. The plan is to 
bring them back to Earth by 
March of this year.

“We are putting efforts 
into sending the capsules 
in March to bring her back 
safely within March. The 
process in this regard is un-
derway to send the capsule. 
Both astronauts, including 
Sunita Williams, will be 
brought back six days after 
the capsule reaches there,” 
he told The Daily Guardian 
on the sidelines of the NXT 
Conclave held at the Bharat 
Mandapam in the national 
capital.

Initially, they were sup-
posed to return home 
aboard the Boeing Starliner 
capsule, but due to some 
technical issues, NASA will 
now use the SpaceX Crew 
Dragon spacecraft for the 
mission.

NA SA  h ad  i n it i a l ly 
planned for Williams and 
Wilmore to return in late 
March or April. However, 

in mid-February, they an-
nounced a switch to the 
SpaceX capsule, advancing 
their return to mid-March. 
This change shortens their 
stay on the ISS by at least 
two weeks, adjusting the 
schedule for upcoming mis-
sions.

Sunita Williams, an Amer-
ican astronaut, has complet-
ed multiple space missions. 
She flew to space aboard the 
Space Shuttle Discovery in 
December 2006 for her first 
mission, STS-116, and later 
traveled to the ISS as part of 
long-duration missions. She 
is a retired U.S. Navy officer 
and one of the most experi-
enced spacewalkers, with 
nine spacewalks (the sec-
ond most for a woman) and 
a total time of 62 hours and 6 
minutes (fourth overall, and 
most by a woman). Williams 
was assigned to the ISS as a 
member of Expedition 14 

and Expedition 15. In 2012, 
she served as a flight engi-
neer on Expedition 32 and 
then as commander of Ex-
pedition 33.

In 2024, Williams re-
turned to the ISS on the 
Boeing Crew Flight Test, 
the first crewed mission of 
the Boeing Starliner. From 
August 2024 until March 
2025, Williams and fellow 
astronaut Butch Wilmore 
are slated to undertake var-
ious scientific experiments 
and maintenance tasks 
aboard the ISS.

Indians, in general, are 
quite excited and proud of 
this development, and many 
have shared their views 
with The Daily Guardian.

Kolkata-based youngster 
Naheed Fatima said, “It’s a 
very proud moment for all 
the Indians. We look up to 
Sunita and prayed for her 
safety.”

“Just because of her, I 
believe girls are getting in-
spired to explore their ca-
reers in the space sector,” 
Shillong-based Fini Daris 
told The Daily Guardian on 
the sidelines of the event.

On the other hand, Priya 
Bhakat, from West Bengal’s 
Murshidabad district, ex-
pressed surprise at the delay 
in her safe return. She be-
lieved that a premier agen-
cy like NASA should have 
made more efforts from the 
very beginning to reduce the 
length of their stay.

“They (NASA) should 
work on such delays. They 
are not normal,” Bhakat 
added.

Dr. Mike Massimo, a 
NASA Astronaut shares 
about how it feels to be in 
space; he said, “It’s magical. 
It’s interesting because it’s a 
bit stressful because you’re 
doing your job, whatever 
that might be on your mis-
sion. My missions were both 
on the space shuttle going 
to the two missions of the 
Hubble Space Telescope. So 
we did a lot of spacewalk-
ing, and the Hubble Space 
Telescope is this great in-
strument, very important, 
making great discoveries.”

Furthermore, he stated, 
“It’s work. But at the same 
time, it’s just magical to be 
up there. working with the 
people” He also mentioned.

Keith Vaz, former MP of the 
UK House of Commons, 
emphasized the growing 
significance of India-UK 
relations while speaking 
at the NXT Forum 2025 at 
Bharat Mandapam in Delhi. 
Addressing the audience via 
video conference, Vaz high-
lighted that, as a British citi-
zen of Indian origin, the re-
lationship between the two 
nations holds deep personal 
and diplomatic importance. 
He stressed that this bilat-
eral engagement should re-
main a pivotal aspect of both 
countries’ foreign policies.

Reflecting on India’s re-
markable global ascent, 
Vaz noted that in just four 
decades, India has trans-
formed into a major super-
power. He remarked that 
India-UK relations have 
evolved into a partnership 
of equals, largely due to In-
dia’s succession of impres-
sive leaders who have con-
sistently advocated for equal 
footing in international af-
fairs. India, he emphasized, 

engages with other nations 
only on terms of mutual re-
spect and parity.

Keith Vaz, speaking via 
video conference at the 
event, said, “Fast forward 
40 years, and India has 
become this global super-
power. Relations with the 
UK are very important to 
me as a British citizen of 
Indian origin. It’s extremely 
important that this remains 
one of the pivotal relation-
ships in our diplomatic and 
foreign policy areas. I think 
it has improved, and I think 
it has become one of equals. 
This is because India itself 
has had a succession of very 
impressive leaders, all of 
whom have argued very 

strongly that India will only 
deal with countries on the 
basis of equality.”

He added, “I think this 
relationship will only grow 
stronger and stronger. I was 
present at the first EU-India 
summit when I was a For-
eign Office minister under 
Tony Blair, and I know there 
was a great deal of excite-
ment around that. But now, 
meetings of this kind are 
routine, and you can’t make 
any of the big decisions in 
the world without having 
India involved in those de-
cisions. The relationship 
between our two countries 
is strong and pivotal, and I 
think it can only get better. 
But it takes goodwill on all 

sides to ensure that hap-
pens.”

When asked if India and 
the US were heading for a 
great future together, Keith 
Vaz stated, “One can only 
look at the chemistry be-
tween David Cameron and 
Donald Trump to know 
that something very spe-
cial is going on—probably 
beyond a bromance. It’s 
much more important than 
that. Prime Minister Modi 
went to Washington before 
many other world leaders, 
certainly before the prime 
ministers of the UK and 
other countries. The Presi-
dent of France went there, 
and he met President Trump 
in the Oval Office. There 
was a great deal of warmth, 
manifested by many years 
of friendship. I think we all 
remember Trump’s visit to 
India and how successful it 
was, as well as Prime Min-
ister Modi’s visit to the US. 
But a visit is not enough.”He 
added, “What really mat-
ters is bilateral negotiations. 
I’m very worried about the 
threats the United States is 
making to impose tariffs. 

With India set to become 
the third-largest economy 
by 2030, German envoy to 
India Philipp Ackermann, 
while speaking at the NXT 
Conclave 2025 in Bharat 
Mandapam, New Delhi on 
Friday, said he wouldn’t be 
surprised if India overtakes 
Germany in the coming 
years as “we are eagerly 
waiting” for India “to over-
take us in this statistics” be-
cause Bharat is a “country of 
1.4 billion inhabitants with a 
strong growing economy”.

“And I think it’s only natu-
ral that India moves up on 
the ladder. I would not be 
surprised if in the years to 
come, India will overtake 
Germany. A growing and 
strong economy means 
room for more partner-
ship and increased en-
gagement,” Ackerman 
said while speaking on the 
prospects of a larger col-
laboration between the two 
countries.

Highlighting that more 
German businesses are 

growing interested to work 
with India, the envoy fur-
ther said that the more the 
Indian industry grows, the 
more the Indian private sec-
tor becomes global, and the 
better it is for bilateral trade 
relations.

Ackermann also noted 
that with a conservative 
body winning the recently 
concluded German election, 
the European nation is “in 
the first steps of what we 
call the coalition building”.

“We, the Conservative 

Party, who has won the 
elections, needs a coalition 
partner to, get elected in 
parliament. And that will 
happen now in the weeks 
to come. It will take a cer-
tain while, maybe a month 
or two. But at the end of the 
day, we will have a stable 
and very, you know, sound 
government, which is a cen-
ter government, clearly”, he 
underlined.

Stressing that there won’t 
be a change in India-Ger-
many relations under the 

incoming leadership in 
Germnay, the envoy told the 
conclave that Chancellor-
elect Friedrich Matz “will 
continue this very, very 
dedicated, friendly course” 
with India.

Ackermann had, on an 
earlier ocassion too, em-
phasised that Germany’s 
foreign policy would pri-
oritise European unity, 
transatlantic relations, and 
engagement with ‘key part-
ners like India’.

Stressing that there will 
be ‘no change’ in Berlin’s at-
tention towards India, the 
German envoy had said, “I 
think, it’s easy to say foreign 
policy in Germany is rather 
consensual. So, foreign 
policy continuity is notable 
whether it’s the Conserva-
tive Party or the left-centre 
parties who ruled the gov-
ernment. So you remember, 
the last conservative chan-
cellor was Angela Merkel. 
She had excellent relations 
with Prime Minister (Nar-
endra Modi) and the Indian 
government. I expect the 
same for the new govern-
ment.”

CM Saini unveils vision for Haryana’s growth

Process has started for safe return of 
Williams, Wilmore: NASA Astronaut

Keith Vaz calls Modi-Trump bond a 
‘bromance’ with diplomatic impact

Ackermann says eager to see India overtaking 
Germany as third largest economy
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi 

I think there will be no change in our clear sort 
of attention towards India and our conviction 
that India is a very important partner.
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Globally renowned 
holistic nutrition 
and lifestyle expert 

Luke Coutinho here to-
day at the NXT Conclave 
organized by the ITV Net-
work made the special an-
nouncement about ‘The 
Modi Dish’—an Indian su-
perfood prepared by using 
indigenous millet, which is 
not only palatable but also 
loaded with nutrition. 

“For the first-time, we are 
thrilled to be requested to 
create and unveil to India 
and the world ‘The Modi 
Dish’. It is completely Made 
in India and crafted by my 
team and displayed at the 
prestigious here at our 
stall,” he said during his ses-
sion in the NXT Conclave, 
which was held at Bharat 
Mandapam. 

He said that the trending 
millet meal is made with 
millet superfoods. 

“I offer this ‘Modi Dish’ for 
all our guests and the world 
beyond,” he said. Mr. Luke 
Coutinho Co-Founder, Luke 
Coutinho Holistic Healing 

Systems. 
Coutinho also praised 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision for improving 
healthcare at the grassroots 
level, particularly focusing 
on children’s health. He 
commended Modi’s efforts 
in addressing obesity and 
promoting healthier dietary 
habits, including reducing 
oil consumption.

Luke Coutinho is an In-
dian entrepreneur, author 
and lifestyle guru special-
ising in nutritional science 
and alternative medicine. 
He is the co-founder of Luke 

Coutinho Holistic Healing 
Systems Private Ltd and 
Youcarelifestyle.com.

Coutinho authored several 
books including Eat Smart 
Move More Sleep Right 
(2011), The Great Indian 
Diet (2014), and The Magic 
Immunity Pill (2020).  

Speaking about the ris-
ing obesity crisis, Coutinho 
called for immediate action. 
He noted that obesity, dia-
betes, and prediabetes are 
becoming widespread, em-
phasizing the need for early 
education and proper nu-
trition from childhood. He 

supported PM Modi’s call 
for a healthier nation, urg-
ing awareness through edu-
cation in diverse languages.

Coutinho also advocated 
for the consumption of lo-
cal superfoods like desi 
ghee and millets, which are 
rich in essential nutrients. 
He praised Modi’s promo-
tion of millets and acknowl-
edged India’s leadership in 
the UN’s declaration of 2023 
as the International Year of 
Millets. India cultivates all 
nine traditional millets, in-
cluding sorghum, pearl mil-
let, and finger millet, which 
provide significant health 
benefits.

Highlighting govern-
ment initiatives, he spoke 
about the portion tracker 
nutrition program and the 
need to reduce edible oil 
consumption by 10-15%. 
He also emphasized the im-
portance of home-cooked 
meals, encouraging both 
men and women to cook. 
Homemade food should 
always be promoted. Cook-
ing is a basic skill everyone 
should learn,” he said.

Coutinho lauded Modi’s 
holistic approach to public 

health and urged collective 
efforts to build a healthier 
India.

Meanwhile, supporting 
the vision of the Fit India 
movement, Coutinho ad-
vocated for simple, sustain-
able habits. He encouraged 
everyone to embrace home-
cooked meals, teaching 
young generations the art 
of cooking, and reducing 
oil intake by 10-15%. He 
also spoke about the im-
portance of daily physical 
activity, promoting a ho-
listic approach to fitness 
that includes strength 
training, muscle endur-
ance, stamina, flexibility, 
and mobility. Additionally, 
mind-body exercises like 
yoga, pranayama, and  
m e d it at i o n  we r e  i n -
t e g r a l  t o  m a i n t a i n -
ing overal l  wel lness. 
He concluded by urging 
Indians to take personal re-
sponsibility for their health, 
embracing fitness as a daily 
routine, regardless of time 
constraints. “Even if you 
can’t spare an hour, do 30 
minutes. Just move, eat 
mindfully, and stay healthy,” 
he said,.

‘The Modi Dish’ — Luke Coutinho unveils 
the Indian Superfood at conclave
KAUSHAL VERMA
NEW DELHI

Luke Coutinho, a renowned 
health expert, shared valu-
able insights at the NXT 
Conclave about the impor-
tance of incorporating tra-
ditional Indian superfoods 
into our daily diets, stress-
ing their health benefits for 
both body and mind. Speak-
ing passionately about vari-
ous natural foods, Coutinho 
praised the initiative of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Fit India Movement 
and highlighted some pow-
erful superfoods that can 
help combat obesity and 
promote wellness.

Coutinho began by dis-
cussing Makhana, also 
known as fox nuts, call-
ing it “The Great Indian 
Popcorn.” He explained 
how Makhana, a seed 
rather than a nut, could be 
a healthier alternative to 
traditional snacks like pop-
corn. When prepared cor-
rectly, Makhana is crunchy, 
low in calories, high in pro-
tein, and rich in fiber, mak-
ing it an excellent snack. “If 
paired with the right ingre-

dients like protein, it can be 
a very well-balanced and 
nutritious option,” Coutin-
ho emphasized.

He then spoke about the 
nutritional benefits of co-
conut, especially for those 
with metabolic issues. Co-
conuts are complex carbo-
hydrates packed with fiber, 
bioactive compounds, and 
B vitamins, making them 
a great choice for improv-
ing health. To enhance its 
benefits, Coutinho recom-
mended preparing coconut 
as a snack by roasting it in 
pure ghee with turmeric, 
salt, and pepper.

A key point Coutinho 
raised was the need for food 
manufacturers to avoid add-
ing unnecessary chemicals, 
sugars, or unhealthy ingre-
dients to these nutritious 
foods, especially Makhana. 
By consuming them in their 
natural form, we can maxi-
mize their health benefits 
and keep them wholesome.

Coutinho also highlighted 
the powerful properties 
of Amla, an Indian super 
berry. Packed with antioxi-
dants—17 times more than 
pomegranates.

Luke Coutinho stated, “We 
have two categories of health 
in our world right now. We 
have complication where 
the latest trends are red light 
therapy, ice baths, longev-
ity supplements and pills. 
And then we have a cat-
egory which focuses on the 
full complication. Have we 
got the basic fundamentals 
right. What are these basic 
fundamentals that every one 
of us need. You, me, all our 
citizens across the country, 
in the world.”

He continued, “What are 
these fundamentals that we 
need? How do diseases start 
to get better when we use 
the best medication? But we 
also complemented with the 
right lifestyle. Very aware of 
emerging science is showing 
us the correlation of sleep de-
privation with a suppressed 
immune system. We’re 
aware of the signs showing 
us chronic stress levels, the 
impact on cortisol, adrena-
line, hormonal health and 
our immune system, and in-
flammation. We’re aware of a 
sedentary lifestyle and what 
it does for our system. 

The Great Indian 
Popcorn: Makhana 
as health boost

‘Millets 
for better 
health’
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As the world moves towards 
native sources of power, 
particularly renewable and 
cleaner energy, nuclear sec-
tor is where experts and 
observers see tremendous 
collaboration between In-
dia and other countries. 
So, what is the potential for 
this energy of the future, 
and what are the areas for 
change and efficiency that 
can be utilised by all hu-
manity? Ashwin Nandapur-
kar CEO, India Ex-Fusion; 
Ted Jones, Senior Director 
for National Security at the 
Nuclear Energy Institute 
and Chris Singh Founder 
Chairman, Holtec, sat down 
in conversation with Suhan 
Mukerji, Founding Partner 
at PLR Chambers, for a pan-
el disussion on ‘Next in Nu-
clear’ at the NXT Conclave 
organised in New Delhi on 
Friday.

‘India Has Huge Possibil-
ity to Deploy Nuclear in Dif-
ferent Areas’

Responding to a question 
on how he sees the ecosys-
tem development and what 
are models that India could 
look at to increase private 

participation and an open-
ing up of the market, Ted 
Jones Senior Director for 
National Security at the 
Nuclear Energy Institute, 
said it’s a very timely ques-
tion since India seems to be 
considering private sector 
participation in the nuclear 
energy sector.

“The US is one of the few 
countries in the world that 
has had private sector lead-
ing in the nuclear energy 
sector from from the begin-
ning. The invention of the 
commercial technologies 
was by General Electric 
and Westinghouse with 
the boiling and pressurized 
water reactors, many, many 
decades ago. And since then, 
the US has a very large eco-
system that includes a lot of 
public private-partnerships.

And internationally, we 

have been very comfortable 
working with both: govern-
ments and private industry. 
I think the US has a pretty 
strong record of industrial 
partnership with technol-
ogy transfer and localisation 
and even setting up new nu-
clear industries that in some 
cases have become rivals in 
their own right. So I think 
India, with its dynamic pri-
vate sector, has a huge possi-
bility to deploy nuclear (En-
ergy) in different areas as it’s 
required today. And I think 
there’s a lot of companies 
in the US who would be in-
terested to explore partner-
ships.” Giving a quick intro 
of what fusion for dummies 
is, Ashwin Nandapurkar 
CEO, India Ex-Fusion, ex-
plained that fusion is the 
reaction where two small 
atoms come together and 

form a bigger atom and re-
lease a lot of energy.

“That’s the reaction that 
powers the sun, that pow-
ers all stars for millions of 
years. That’s what a lot of 
private companies are try-
ing to create on Earth, to 
solve the climate crisis and 
energy crisis in the world. 
This has been happening 
for the last about 75 years”, 
Nandapurkar said.

Research started in the 
1950s in the US, where 
there were two or three 
major changes, he said. 
“First one happened in 
2018, when a lot of research 
from MIT Plasma and Fu-
sion Research lab spun off 
as a private company with 
a lot of funding from the 
private sector that imme-
diately changed the gears 
for the industry, because 
that showed the world that 
the industry is much more 
closer to commercialization 
because private money was 
willing to back private or fu-
sion research.

“….The same company has 
recently, about a couple of 
years ago released the stron-
gest Magnet in the world, 
which enables fusion power 
to move forward. 

During the NXT Conclave 
2025 at Bharat Mandapam, 
Uber’s Vice President of AI 
& Marketplace Dinkar Jain 
reiterated India’s role in 
determining the future of 
the world in AI. He spoke 
about how India is a major 
contributor of internet user 
data, which makes it an im-
portant stakeholder in AI-
based industries.

Jain pointed out, “75% 
of internet users outside 
China are from the devel-
oping world. And these are 
the people. Whenever they 
like something, they click 
something. They do any-
thing, anything with their 
phones. They are generat-
ing digital data, right? That 
digital data is what powers 
all of these companies. On 
this list, you will find some 
of the storied names in the 
world of AI.”

The AI Surge and Devel-
oping World Data

Jain indicated that al-
though AI businesses de-
pend on data generated by 
users, most of it does not 
come from the developing 
world. He emphasized that 
this represents a huge op-
portunity for India, which 
needs to tap its “data divi-
dend” to power its AI ambi-
tions.

He stated, “So this is In-

dia’s data dividend. We’ve 
talked about the demo-
graphic dividend for many 
decades, but this is India’s 
data dividend. And the 
developing world’s data 
dividend, which remains 
completely untapped by our 
own economies.”

Jain also demystified AI, 
explaining its basic concept 
without technical jargon. He 
compared machine learn-
ing (ML) to a programming 
function created with data 
rather than written instruc-
tions.

“That’s it. There is no 
other mystery to this,” he 
said. “Now, what does that 
mean? A traditional pro-
gram, the way we would 
write it, you would write a 
set of instructions. If this, 
then that for I equals 1 to 20, 
do this or whatever it is. So 
that would be what a tradi-
tional program would be, a 
machine learning program.”

Uber VP Dinkar Jain at the 

NXT Conclave 2025 claimed 
that it is not possible for In-
dia to achieve its vision of a 
developed country, or ‘Dixit 
Bharat’ by 2047, without 
a prominent role in AI. He 
emphasized that AI is cru-
cial for enhancing standards 
of living, healthcare, educa-
tion, security, and law en-
forcement.

“We can do this overnight 
if we did it, with AI and the 
goal of Dixit Bharat or a de-
veloped country cannot be 
attained,” Jain said. “It’s an 
inconceivable to think about 
that goal without India be-
ing a very prominent player 
in the field of AI.”

Jain emphasized that al-
though most nations are 
concentrating on data sov-
ereignty—keeping data at 
home—such an approach 
holds back AI from real-
izing its maximum poten-
tial. Rather, he asserted, AI 
sovereignty should be the 
actual objective.

Powering India’s future: Nuclear innovation 
and global partnerships

‘India plays a pivotal role determining the 
future of the world in AI’: Dinkar Jain
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Satish Chandra Ver-
ma Versus State Of Chhat-
tisgarh observed and has 
granted pre-arrest bail to 
former Advocate General 
of Chhattisgarh Satish 
Chandra Verma in con-
nection with the Nagrik 
Apurti Nigam, NAN scam 
case.

The bench comprising of 
Justices Vikram Nath and 
Sandeep Mehta was hear-
ing the present matter.

The bench in the case 
was hearing a special leave 
petition filed challenging 
Chhattisgarh High Court’s 
order dated February 13, 
wherein the court denied 
the anticipatory bail.

The present matter in-
volves allegations under 
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1988 and the In-
dian Penal Code, 1860.

However, it being the 

contention of the State that 
some incriminating What-
sApp chats between the 
former AG and prime ac-
cused in the Nagrik Apurti 
Nigam scam, Anil Tuteja 
and Alok Shukla were re-
covered by the Income Tax 
Department, which were 
shared with the Enforce-
ment Directorate.

Verma helped the prime 
accused persons in secur-
ing bail.

The Sessions Court re-
jected his anticipatory bail 
petition in November last 
year.

He approached the Su-
preme Court seeking an-
ticipatory bail.

The counsel, Senior Ad-

vocate Mukul Rohatgi ar-
gued before the court that 
he was being ‘hounded’ 
only because of change in 
government last year. It 
was further pointed out 
that bail was granted to 
the prime accused in 2019 
and the state had not chal-
lenged the said bail orders 
(however, ED had chal-
lenged grant of bail).

On February 21, the Su-
preme Court in the case 
issued notice on the pres-
ent petition and recorded 
a statement which being 
on behalf of Chhattisgarh 
government that no co-
ercive steps will be taken 
against Verma till the next 
date.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Vivek Tankha and 
Advocate-on-Record Su-
meer Sodhi appearing for 
Verma.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Mahesh Jethmalani 
represented Chhattisgarh.

The Delhi High Court in the 
case of Zee Enterprises Ltd 
Versus Saregama India Ltd 
observed and has ruled that 
a plaintiff cannot be permit-
ted to file documents as per 
its whims and fancies at any 
stage of a commercial suit.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Amit Bansal stated that, 
‘The whole purpose of expe-
ditious disposal of commer-
cial suits would be frustrated 
if the parties are permitted to 
file additional documents at 
any stage of the suit.’

The court in the case ob-
served and has dismissed 
an application filed by Zee 
Entertainment Enterprises 
Limited in its copyright in-
fringement suit against Sare-
gama India Limited. 

Zee sought Court’s leave to 
place on record additional 
documents as well as an ad-
ditional affidavit of evidence 
of its witness.

The suit filed seeking 
permanent injunction to 
restrain Saregama from in-
fringing Zee’s copyright in 
the sound recordings incor-

porated in 29 cinematograph 
films.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Bansal found no merit 
in Zee’s application and 
dismissed with costs of Rs. 
25,000. The costs has to be 
paid by Zee to Saregama 
within the period of two 
weeks.

The court in the case noted 
that admittedly, Zee was 
aware that it did not possess 
the originals of the docu-
ments on the basis of which 
it had filed the suit.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Bansal stated that no 
steps were taken by Zee to 
lead secondary evidence to 
prove the documents till the 
filing of the application in 
question in October last year. 

The court stated that Zee 
cannot wake up after seven 

years to take steps to lead 
secondary evidence.

The court in the case stated 
that in order to lead second-
ary evidence, a party has to 
lay down the foundational 
evidence for the same, in the 
absence of which, secondary 
evidence would be inadmis-
sible.

The court concluded that 
Zee failed to show any due 
diligence on its part to lead 
secondary evidence despite 
being aware that it did not 
have in its possession the 
originals of the documents.

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case stated 
that, ‘At this stage would be 
completely contrary to the 
statutory scheme laid in 
place for conduct of com-
mercial suits.’

The Supreme Court in the 
case Kaniskh Sinha v State 
of West Bengal observed 
and has reiterated that a 
judgment of the Court will 
always be retrospective in 
nature unless the judgment 
itself specifically states that 
it will operate prospective-
ly.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia 
and Justice Ahsanuddin 
Amanullah was hearing 
the present matter.

The bench in the case 
observed that, ‘Whereas 
a law made by the legis-
lature is always prospec-
tive in nature unless it has 
been specifically stated in 
the statute itself about its 
retrospective operation, 
the reverse is true for the 
law which is laid down by 
a Constitutional Court, or 
law as it is interpretated by 
the Court. The judgement 

of the said court will always 
be retrospective in nature 
unless the judgment itself 
specifically states that the 
judgment will operate pro-
spectively.

Adding to it, the bench 
stated that, ‘The prospec-
tive operation of a judg-
ment is normally done to 
avoid any unnecessary 
burden to persons or to 
avoid undue hardships to 
those who had bona fidely 
done something with the 
understanding of the law 
as it existed at the relevant 

point of time and further 
it is being done not to un-
settle something which 
has long been settled, as 
that would cause injustice 
to many.’

The bench in the case 
made these observation 
wherein holding that the 
2015 judgment in the case 
of Priyanka Srivastava 
Vs State of Uttar Pradesh 
would apply prospectively. 
Thus, the said judgment 
mandated that complaints 
filed under Section 156(3) 
of the Criminal Procedure 

Code, CrPC for initiating 
police investigation must 
be accompanied by the af-
fidavit by the complainant. 
The said direction was is-
sued to check the trend of 
frivolous complaints.

The court in the case ob-
served that, ‘Such a step 
could only be prospective 
in nature, and this is clearly 
reflected from the very lan-
guage used by the Learned 
Judges in Priyanka Srivas-
tava (supra).’

The court observed that 
language of the judg-
ment conveyed that what 
the Court intended was 
that from now onwards it 
would be necessary that 
an application would be ac-
companied by an affidavit

The court while consid-
ering the facts and circum-
stances of the case held that 
a complaint filed before the 
date of the said judgment 
could not be rejected on 
the ground of not having 
an accompanying affidavit.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Anand Legal Aid Fo-
rum Trust Versus Union 
Of India And Ors observed 
and has dismissed a Public 
Interest Litigation, PIL filed 
in relation to the stampede 
which occurred in the New 
Delhi Railway Station on 
February 15, leading to sev-
eral deaths.

The petitioner, Anand Le-
gal Trust, claimed that not 
all deaths were accounted 
for and compensation re-
mained to be paid to many 
families.

The bench comprising of 
Justice BR Gavai and Justice 
PK Mishra was hearing the 
present matter.

The bench in the case re-
fused to entertain the mat-
ter, asking the petitioner to 
approach the High Court.

The petitioner submit-
ted in the plea, ‘Incidents 
of stampede have become 
recurrent...Railways has 
issued notices to people to 
remove videos that are be-
ing uploaded...200 people 
have died.’

The bench stated that it 
was open for the affected 
persons to approach the 
Court. The bench headed 

by Justice Mishra observed 
that, ‘if any has died and 
their family member has 
not received ex-gratia, they 
can approach and say that 
my name is not there...any 
such incident you have 
come across? So that we can 
appreciate what you are say-
ing...that 200 died but only 
50 have been accounted for.’

The petitioner claimed 
that there were videos and 

eye-witnesses accounts 
which show that the death 
toll was higher.

The bench in the case ex-
pressed its disinclination to 
entertain the matter.

Last week, the Delhi High 
Court sought the response 
of the Union Government 
and the Railways in a plea 
seeking measures to pre-
vent stampede at railway 
stations. 

Supreme Court grants pre-arrest bail to 
former Chhattisgarh Advocate General 
Satish Chandra Verma in NAN scam case

Delhi High Court in Zee versus Saregama 
case: Plaintiff cannot file documents as 
per its whims and fancies at any stage of 
commercial suit

Supreme Court: Court judgements always 
retrospective in nature unless judgement itself specifies 
its prospective operation

Supreme Court dismisses PIL over New 
Delhi Railway Station stampede

The Supreme Court 
in the case Man-
ish Rathore Versus 

State Of Chhattisgarh 
observed and has depre-
cated the conduct of Chat-
tisgarh police in applying 
the stringent provisions 
of the Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act, UAPA 
against an accused soon af-
ter he was granted interim 
protection from arrest in 
another case.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Abhay S Oka and 
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan was 
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case ob-
served and has expressed 
its strong displeasure with 
the police action.

The bench headed by 
Justice Oka stated that, 

‘The officer is aware that 
this court has protected 

him from arrest and then 
hurriedly the sections of 

UAPA are applied. We see 
the game in this. This is 

grossest impropriety com-
mitted by him. We would 

not hesitate to initial crimi-
nal contempt against him.’

The counsel appearing 
for the State submitted be-
fore the court that the ac-
cused had jumped bail in 
other cases and the UAPA 
case was added when suffi-
cient material was found in 
the course of investigation 
linking him with Naxalite 
activities.

The bench headed by 
Justice Oka then stated 
that the State ought to have 
sought the Court’s permis-
sion.

The bench of Justice Oka 
stated that, ‘Was it not 
necessary for you to come 
before the court and seek 
leave of the court before 
taking action?.’

On January 02, 2025, the 
Court had granted interim 
protection to the accused 
in relation to one First 
Information Report, FIR 
and prior to that, an FIR 
no. 39 of 2024 was regis-

tered against appellant at 
the same police station, in 
which he was enlarged on 
bail.

The court in the case 
noted in its order that af-
ter service of notice of the 
present case, the SDPO of 
the police station suddenly 
applied on 28 January 2025 
to the Sessions Judge for 
adding section 13 of UAPA 
to FIR 39/2024.

The court in its order 
stated that, ‘The police of-
ficer was fully aware of the 
order passed by this court 
on 2nd January 2025 and 
the minimum which we ex-
pected was an application 
made to this court by the 
State seeking leave of this 
court to take action against 
the appellant in connection 
with FIR no. 39 of 2024.’

Adding to it, the court 
stated that, ‘Obviously to 
defeat the interim order 

of this court January 02, 
2025, the action has been 
taken by the police against 
appellant to ensure that he 
is taken into custody. The 
interim order dated Janu-
ary 02, 2025 of this court 
is completely nullified. 
This court deprecate this 
conduct.’

The court in its order 
stated that, ‘Under our 
order dated second 17th 
February, this court had 
indicated that we will con-
sider the prayer for grant of 
bail in FIR no. 39 of 2024 
as well. This court consid-
ered the fact that that it is so 
apparent that arrest of the 
appellant in connection to 
the side offence only with 
the view to defeat the in-
terim order of this court 
dated 2nd January 2025, 
the appellant is entitled to 
be enlarged on bail in the 
said case as well.’

SUPREME COURT GRANTS BAIL IN UAPA CASE NOTING THAT IT WAS 
APPLIED TO DEFEAT THIS COURT’S ORDER OF INTERIM PROTECTION, 
CONDEMNS CHHATTISGARH POLICE
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The petitioner submitted in the plea, 
‘Incidents of stampede have become 
recurrent...Railways has issued notices 
to people to remove videos that are being 
uploaded...200 people have died.’

The bench headed by Justice Amit 
Bansal stated that, ‘The whole purpose 
of expeditious disposal of commercial 
suits would be frustrated if the parties 
are permitted to file additional 
documents at any stage of the suit.’

InterGlobe Aviation Faces Rs 1.30 cr Penalty 
Over Input Tax Credit Dispute
The InterGlobe Aviation Limited faces a penalty of Rs 
1,30,40,966 after a tax officer disallowed their input tax 
credit for FY 2020-21. THE Company plans to challenge 
this decision legally, believing its input tax credit claims.

KPMG Launches First Law Firm By Big 
Four In The US
The KPMG LLP has involved KPMG Law US, its first law 
firm in the US Market. The firm offers technological 
solutions combined with legal services, aimed at evolving 
legal department’s needs. With over 100 clients in Arizona, 
the new subsidiary works in alignment with KPMG’s tax 
practice and benefits from KPMG’s global network in over 
80 jurisdictions

SUPREME COURT COLLEGIUM RECOMMENDS 
APPOINTMENT OF 5 ADVOCATES AS 
CALCUTTA HIGH COURT JUDGES
The Supreme Court Collegium recommended the ap-
pointment of five advocates as judges of the Calcutta High 
Court.
The name of the Advocates are:
Smita Das De;
Reetobroto Kumar Mitra;
Md Talay Masood Siddiqui;
Krishnaraj Thaker; and
Om Narayan Rai.
The Supreme Court Collegium has made the said recom-
mendation on February 05.

Vodafone Idea Receives Rs 16.73 Cr 
GST Demand Order
The Vodafone Idea, VIL received a Rs 16.73 crore GST 
demand order from the Deputy Commissioner, Large Tax-
payer Unit, West Bengal, VIL disagrees with the order and 
plans to file an appeal. The present issue involves alleged 
excess Input Tax Credit availed and shot payment of tax 
under the GST Act 2017.
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Growing number of foreigners missing 
in China, rights group raises alarm

UNHRC condemns deportation of 
Uyghurs from Thailand to China

Opposition alliance holds 
grand conference in Islamabad 

North Korea launches strategic cruise missile

An increasing number of for-
eign nationals have gone “miss-
ing” in China in recent years, 
with many later discovered to 
be in detention by the authori-
ties, prompting a rights orga-
nization to publish a guide for 
families facing similar circum-
stances, as reported by Radio 
Free Asia (RFA).

The detention of individuals 
such as US citizens, Taiwanese 
citizens, Hong Kong residents, 
Japanese nationals, and Aus-
tralians has garnered interna-
tional attention recently, but 
these cases represent only a 
small fraction of the problem, 
according to Safeguard De-
fenders, a rights group based 
in Spain, as referenced by RFA.

“Since Xi Jinping assumed 
leadership in 2012, the nation 
has gradually become more 

closed off to outsiders,” the or-
ganization noted in its newly 
released guide for families of 
foreigners who have gone miss-
ing in China, as quoted by RFA.

“It has also grown bolder in 
arresting foreigners for politi-
cally charged reasons, includ-
ing instances of hostage di-
plomacy, where Beijing seeks 
to exert pressure or impose 
sanctions on a foreign govern-
ment,” the handbook stated as 
reported by RFA.

Such arrests and disappear-
ances can leave family mem-
bers “feeling powerless in the 
face of the country’s obscure 
legal system,” it explained, 
providing a range of practical 
advice for those coping with a 
loved one’s disappearance in 
China, as cited by RFA.

“This handbook offers prac-
tical insights and accurately 
reflects the reality in China, 
including the lack of rule of 

law or an independent judicial 
system,” Safeguard Defend-
ers Advocacy Director Laura 
Harth told RFA.

Enghebatu Togochog, who 
leads the Southern Mongolian 
Human Rights Information 
Center based in New York, 
expressed that Chinese state 
security officials have little 
hesitation in detaining and 
questioning foreign nationals, 
according to RFA.

“When the Chinese authori-
ties decide to imprison you, 
no guidance or instructional 
manual can prevent them from 
carrying out that decision,” he 
remarked as quoted by RFA.

United Nations Commis-
sioner for Human Rights 
Volker Turk has condemned 
the deportation of 40 ethnic 
Uyghurs, who had been held 
in Thailand for over 11 years, 
to China, terming it a :clear 
violation of international 
human rights laws and stan-
dards”.

He expressed regret over 
the forcible return of 40 eth-
nic Uyghurs.

“This violates the prin-
ciple of non-refoulement for 
which there is a complete 
prohibition in cases where 
there is a real risk of torture, 
ill-treatment, or other ir-
reparable harm upon their 
return,” Turk said.

The principle of non-re-
foulement is contained in 
Article 3 of the Convention 
against Torture and other 
Cruel, Inhumane or De-
grading Treatment or Pun-
ishment to which Thailand 
is a party, in Article 7 of the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, as 
well as Thailand’s own do-
mestic legislation, according 
to a press release from the 
Office of the High Commis-

sioner for Human Rights 
press release.

Turk said that his office 
has repeatedly urged Thai 
authorities to respect their 
obligations under interna-
tional law in relation to in-
dividuals who are need of 
international protection. He 
called it important that the 
Chinese authorities disclose 
information regarding their 
whereabouts.

He said, “My office has 
urged repeatedly that the 
Thai authorities to respect 
their obligations under in-
ternational law in relation to 
these individuals in need of 
international protection.” He 
said, “It is deeply regrettable 
that they have been forcibly 
returned.”

Calling on China to reveal 
their whereabouts, he said, 
“It is now important for the 

Chinese authorities to dis-
close their whereabouts, 
and to ensure that they are 
treated in accordance with 
international human rights 
standards.”

According to the Office of 
the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, the men, who 
were part of a larger group, 
have been held in poor con-
ditions at a number of immi-
gration detention facilities in 
Thailand since March 2014. 
Five of them died in custody 
and eight of them are be-
lieved to remain in detention.

North Korea has launched strate-
gic cruise missiles in waters off its 
west coast to demonstrate the po-
tential of its nuclear deterrence, 
local media reported adding that 
its leader Kim Jong-un has called 
for thorough war preparedness 
with the country’s nuclear forces 
and readiness for their use.

Kim oversaw the missile launch 
and called for permanently de-
fending the country’s sovereign 
right and security with the “re-
liable nuclear shield,” Seoul’s 
Yonhap cited the North’s official 
Korean Central News Agency.

South Korea’s military con-

firmed the missile firing, noting 
it had detected the launches of 
multiple cruise missiles toward 
the Yellow Sea at about 8 am on 
Wednesday, and they were be-

ing analyzed by South Korean 
and US intelligence authorities, 
Yonhap reported.

As per the KCNA the goal 
of the exercise was to dem-

onstrate the Korean army’s 
“counterattack capability in 
any space” and “the readiness 
of its various nuke operation 
means” to “the enemies, who 
are seriously violating the 
security environment of the 
Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea and fostering and 
escalating the confrontation 
environment.”

“What is guaranteed by pow-
erful striking ability is the most 
perfect deterrence and defense 
capacity,” Kim said, stressing 
North Korea should strive for 
“more thorough battle readi-
ness of nuclear force and full 
preparedness for their use,” 
Kim was cited as saying.

An Israeli delega-
tion in Cairo aims 
to negotiate to ex-

tend the first phase of the 
Gaza ceasefire deal by an 
additional 42 days, two 
Egyptian security sources 
said on Friday.

Hamas opposes the ex-
tension and insists on 
proceeding to the second 
phase of the deal as origi-
nally agreed, the sources 
said. The second phase 
is meant to include steps 
leading to a permanent 
end to the war.

The first phase of the 
ceasefire is set to end on 
Saturday, and the warring 
parties have yet to clarify 
what will happen if no 
agreement is reached by 
then. Egypt and Qatar are 
mediating the talks, with 
U.S. support.

In a statement on Friday, 
the Palestinian militant 
group urged the interna-
tional community to press 
Israel to immediately en-
ter the second phase with-
out any delay.

Two Israeli government 
officials said that Israel 
was seeking to extend the 
initial phase, with Hamas 
freeing three hostages 
each week in exchange 
for Palestinians held by 
Israel.

In another incident, 
MDA (Magen David 
Adom) said that, following 

Thursday afternoon’s car 
ramming terrorist attack 
near the northern town of 

Pardes Hanna, an MDA 
helicopter is transport-
ing two seriously injured 
in the attack from Hillel 
Yaffe Hospital to Sheba 
Hospital in Tel Hashomer.

MDA is Israel’s National 
emergency pre-hospital 
medical and blood ser-
vices organisation. The 
two include a 16-year-old 
girl with head and limb 
injuries and a 76-year-old 
man with a head injury 
who is ventilated. In the 
attack a car rammed into 
pedestrians at a bus stop 
on the side of the road at 
an intersection. 

ISRAEL AIMS EXTENSION OF GAZA 
TRUCE by six weeks: Egypt sources

Turkey’s peace push to 
boost domestic, Syria goals

ISKCON India hasn’t filed legal case 
related to Bangladesh

Tayyip Erdogan’s long-held 
goal of ending Turkey’s 
conflict with Kurdish mili-
tants is a step closer after 
their jailed chief ’s peace 
call, giving the president a 
potential political boost at 
home and a chance to re-
solve key regional security 
concerns.

Thursday’s call from 
Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK) leader Abdullah Oc-
alan for the outlawed group 
to disarm and disband has 
triggered both hope and 
scepticism in Turkey.

The announcement, ac-
companied by a photo of 
Ocalan sitting with pro-
Kurdish politicians, capped 

a delicate dialogue as Er-
dogan looks to capitalise 
on the upheaval in Syria 
and military gains against 
the PKK fighters based in 
northern Iraq.

Success now hinges on 
sustained cooperation 
among the various parties 

involved, but political ana-
lysts are far from confident 
that the PKK militants, 
based in mountainous 
northern Iraq, will heed the 
appeal of Ocalan, who has 
been held in an island jail 
near Istanbul for a quarter 
of a century.

The International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) India has not 
filed a legal case related to 
Bangladesh, the organisa-
tion said in a media state-
ment.

Recently, various media 
outlets have mentioned 
ISKCON India in connec-
tion with a legal case related 
to Bangladesh. However, 
the religious organisation 
said the information was 
not accurate.

“Firstly, ISKCON India 
has not filed this case. ISK-
CON is a religious and non-
political organization that 
does not interfere in the 
political or internal matters 
of any country in any man-
ner”, the statement said.

“Secondly, the individ-
ual who filed the case is 
not an officer of ISKCON.  
He is a well-wisher who 
supports some of the ac-
tivities at our Ludhiana 
branch as a part of the 
steering committee, which 
includes many other 
residents of Ludhiana”, it 

added.
“As part of our activities, 

we often assign various 
roles to respected local 
individuals. However, it is 
important to note that such 
individuals are not official 
representatives or office 
bearers of ISKCON”, the 
statement said.

“Therefore, their person-
al decision or action should 
not be considered as those 
of ISKCON, nor do they 
reflect the organization’s 
policies”, it said, without 
mentioning which case 
they referred to.
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Hamas opposes the extension of the truce and insists on 
proceeding to the second phase of the deal as originally agreed.
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top of the day

Singapore records 
low fertility rate 
in 2024
SINGAPORE : Singapore’s 
total fertility rate remained 
at its record low of 0.97 in 
2024, a disappointment for 
the birthrate-promoting 
government initiatives 
of the prosperous island 
state. The country’s fertility 
rate fell below 1.0 for the 
first time in 2023, and pre-
liminary estimates show 
that it was unchanged last 
year, Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Office Indranee 
Rajah said in parliament 
on Friday. Preliminary data 
showed there were 30,800 
resident births last year, 
up slightly from 30,500 in 
2023. Despite significant 
government efforts and 
incentives to encourage 
childbirth, the nation faces 
a persistent demographic 
challenge.

China executes 
woman for 
trafficking 17 
kids
BEIJING: A Chinese 
woman convicted of ab-
ducting and trafficking 17 
children for over a decade, 
was executed on Friday in 
Guiyang, southwest Chi-
na’s Guizhou province. Yu 
Huaying, 62, was accused 
of conspiring with others 
to traffic children across 
multiple regions, includ-
ing Guizhou, Chongqing, 
and Yunnan between 1993 
and 2003. The execution 
was conducted by the 
Guiyang Intermediate 
People’s Court in Guizhou 
province after the death 
sentence was approved 
by the Supreme People’s 
Court, state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported. 

Israel’s export of 
services rose in 
December
Tel Aviv: Israel’s Central Bu-
reau of Statistics released 
the data on exports of ser-
vices for December, 2024. 
As per December 2024, 
seasonally adjusted data, 
the total export of services 
(not including the start-up 
companies) increased by 6.3 
per cent compared to a de-
crease of 1.8 per cent in the 
previous month. The export 
of services of the hi-tech 
industries (not including 
the start-up companies) 
increased by 3 per cent 
compared to a decrease of 
1.8 per cent in the previous 
month.

Pak wary of 
US weapons in 
Afghanistan
ISLAMABAD :Pakistan 
on Friday reiterated 
its concern over the 
weapons left by the US 
in Afghanistan after 
hasty withdrawal in 
2021. Foreign Office 
Spokesperson Shafqat 
Ali Khan said at the 
weekly briefing that 
those sophisticated 
weapons were being 
used by terrorists 
for attacks inside 
Pakistan. “We have 
impressed upon the 
international com-
munity and Afghan 
authorities to ad-
dress this issue,” he 
said. Time to time 
Islamabad has raised 
its concern over the 
leftover weapons in Af-
ghanistan. The country 
expressed fears that 
these weapons, now in 
the hands of militants, 
are escalating regional 
security threats and 
fueling instability in 
the region.

n	 Israeli delegation in 
Cairo seeks 42-day ex-
tension of Gaza cease-
fire’s first phase.

n	 Hamas opposes ex-
tension, insists on 
moving to the second 
phase.

n	 First phase ends Sat-
urday; no clarity on 
next steps if no agree-
ment.

n	 Egypt and Qatar medi-
ate, with U.S. support.

n	 Hamas calls for imme-
diate move to the second phase.

n	 Israel proposes weekly hostage exchanges during the extended ceasefire 
phase.

Palestinians walk near the rubble of buildings, amid a 
ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in the southern Gaza 
Strip on Thursday. Agency

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan greets his supporters during 
the Grand Congress of his ruling AK Party in Ankara, Turkey, 
February 23, 2025. File Photo

A missile is launched at an unknown location in North Korea 
in May 2024.  File Photo

The DEMAND

China plans to send an 
astronaut from its all-
weather ally Pakistan 
as the first foreign guest 
to its space station Tian-
gong.

China and Pakistan 
on Friday signed an 
agreement including 
bilateral efforts to se-
lect and train Pakistani 
astronauts and then 
send some of them to 
Tiangong, currently or-
biting 400 kilometres 
above the earth, China 
Manned Space Agency 
(CMSA) said in a news 
release here.

The agreement to send 
the Pakistani astronaut 
in space was signed 
by the China Manned 
Space Agency (CMSA) 
and Pakistan’s Space 
and Upper Atmosphere 
Research Commis-
sion (SUPARCO) at a 
ceremony attended by 
Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif in 
Islamabad, state-run 
China Daily reported.

China to send 
Pakistani 
astronaut to its 
space station
AGENCIES
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The opposition alliance Teh-
reek Tahafuz Ayeen-e-Pak-
istan (TTAP) continued its 
second and final day of the 
grand conference in Islam-
abad on Thursday despite 
facing challenges in book-
ing a venue for the two-day 
event, The Express Tribune 
reported.

The event started at Leg-
end Hotel in Islamabad on 
Wednesday, with TTAP 
accusing the government 

of pressuring the hotel ad-
ministration to revoke per-
mission for the second day. 
The leaders of the TTAP 
gathered at the venue for 
two days to discuss freedom 
of speech, constitutional 

breaches, human rights 
violations and political in-
stability.

The conference was at-
tended by key political fig-
ures, including Opposition 
Leader Omar Ayub, former 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Secretary General Salman 
Akram Raja, and others.

The grand alliance accused 
the authorities of trying 
to halt the conference and 
pledged to organise the event 
at all costs. 

“Since Xi Jinping 
assumed leadership 
in 2012, the nation 
has gradually 
become more closed 
off to outsiders,” 
the organization 
noted in its newly 
released guide for 
families of foreigners 
who have gone 
missing in China, 
as quoted by RFA.

“This violates 
the principle of 
non-refoulement 
for which there 
is a complete 
prohibition in cases 
where there is a 
real risk of torture, 
ill-treatment, or 
other irreparable 
harm upon their 
return,” Turk said.
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1,778 imprisoned Palestinian 
terrorists released

Tel Aviv: Israel authorities released 643 imprisoned Pal-
estinian terrorists as part of the ceasefire agreement, the 
Israeli Prison Service confirmed on Thursday. Since January 
19, Israel has freed 1,778 Palestinians in exchange for 33 
hostages. The completion of Wednesday night’s exchange 
marks the end of the first phase of the ceasefire agreement. 
The fate of the remaining 59 hostages is to be determined 
by negotiations. Critics say the phased approach condemns 
them to open-ended captivity and undermines Israel’s war 
gains. At least 1,200 people were killed, and 252 Israelis and 
foreigners were taken hostage in Hamas’s attacks on Israeli 
communities near the Gaza border on October 7. Of the 59 
remaining hostages, 32 are believed to be dead.

Leaders of Opposition 
Alliance in Islamabad. 
Agency



COURT for INJUNCTION AGAINST US 
BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP ORDER

A man plays guitar as people gather to protest outside the Greek parliament in Athens, Greece. Peaceful protests in 
Athens turned violent, with clashes between youths and riot police marking second anniversary of a fatal train crash.

Source: Louisa Gouliamaki
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In a notable shift, the 
US joined hands with 
Russia for the first time 

since the onset of the con-
flict in Ukraine three years 
ago, working to block a 
draft resolution put forth 
by Ukraine at the United 
Nations. This week, the 
193-member UN General 
Assembly cast votes on the 
draft resolution titled “Ad-
vancing a comprehensive, 
just and lasting peace in 
Ukraine,” which was pro-
posed by Ukraine and its 
European allies. This reso-
lution called for measures 
aimed at “de-escalation, an 
early cessation of hostilities, 
and a peaceful resolution” 
to the ongoing situation in 
Ukraine. While the propos-
al garnered backing from 
various European coun-
tries and the G7, the US 
chose to oppose it, aligning 
instead with Russia in this 
diplomatic manoeuvre. It 
seems that the European 
countries are backing Zel-
enskyy while Trump and 

Putin are standing on the 
same side. 

Over the past three years 
of the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, there seems to be a 
shift in the US approach 
from its earlier stance, sug-
gesting a possible divide 
with its European allies. 
President Donald Trump 
has emphasized this change 
in his recent statements, 
particularly drawing atten-
tion to the direct conversa-
tions held with Russia in 
Riyadh.

India and China opted not 
to engage in the voting pro-
cess, underscoring their po-
sitions as some of Russia’s 
closest allies since the onset 
of the conflict. The outcome 
revealed that 93 countries, 
including prominent Euro-
pean nations such as Ger-
many, the UK, France, and 
more expressed support for 
the resolution. In contrast, 
18 countries, including 
Russia, the US, Israel, and 
Hungary, cast votes against 
it, while 65 nations, among 

them India, China, and Bra-
zil, chose to abstain. India’s 
abstention aligns with its 
previous stance of not vot-
ing on UN resolutions re-
lated to the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, illustrating its dip-
lomatic strategy of carefully 
navigating relationships 
with key partners on both 
sides of the debate.

Among India’s neighbour-
ing countries, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka 
abstained, while Bhutan, 
Nepal, and the Maldives 
voted in favour, joining the 
93 nations that supported 
the resolution alongside Eu-
ropean countries.

The US has also put for-
ward a different resolution 
named “The Path to Peace,” 
which conveys deep regret 
regarding the unfortunate 

loss of life stemming from 
the ongoing conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine. In this 
context, France has sug-
gested an amendment that 
seeks to replace the term “the 
Russian Federation-Ukraine 
conflict” in the US resolution 
with “the full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine by the Russian 
Federation.”

As European countries 
have expressed their dissent 
towards the approach of the 
US, it appears that Trump 
and Putin are aligning 
their positions. Recently, 
an agreement was reached 
between Russia and the 
US to commence initia-
tives focused on resolving 
the conflict in Ukraine and 
improving their diplomatic 
and economic ties, signi-
fying a notable change in 

American foreign policy 
under Trump. Addition-
ally, US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio had also indi-
cated that both nations have 
largely concurred on the 
reinstatement of personnel 
at their embassies in Wash-
ington and Moscow, the 
formation of a high-level 
team to support peace talks 
concerning Ukraine, and 
the exploration of avenues 
for enhanced relations and 
economic cooperation.

As the global community 
anticipates an end to the 
ongoing conflict, The UN 
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres is scheduled 
to visit Dhaka from 13-16 

March. He has reaffirmed 
the UN’s dedication to mo-
bilizing international sup-
port for Bangladesh, which 
is currently accommodat-
ing Rohingya population. 
He has officially confirmed 
the visit dates, following 
an invitation from Bangla-
desh’s Chief Adviser, Mu-
hammad Yunus.

The UN leader mentioned 
that he has asked his top 
managers to guide the UN 
Country Teams in Bangla-
desh and Myanmar on how 
to enhance humanitarian 
aid and support for liveli-
hoods in both the nations. 
Guterres has also expressed 
hope that the upcoming 

high-level meeting on the 
situation of Rohingya Mus-
lims and other minorities 
in Myanmar would attract 
renewed global focus and 
help create more solutions 
for the Rohingya and other 
minority groups.

However, this announce-
ment has sparked a dif-
ferent kind of debate. It is 
essential for Guterres to 
take into account another 
pressing issue concerning 
the rights of minority com-
munities in Bangladesh. 
We must remember that 
the relationship between 
India and Bangladesh has 
notably worsened since 
the interim government 
took office, which has 
led to increased violence 
against Hindus residing in 
Bangladesh. In response to 
the concerns raised by the 
Indian government, Ban-
gladeshi officials reiter-
ated that the safeguarding 
of minorities is a matter of 
internal governance. How-
ever, these officials also ac-

knowledged that members 
of the Hindu community in 
Bangladesh have been sub-
jected to various forms of 
persecution.

India upholds the prin-
ciples of integral human-
ism and the philosophy of 
‘Sarve Bhavantu Sukhi-
nah’, yet it continues to en-
counter challenges related 
to intolerance, particularly 
from neighbouring nations 
such as Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh. As democracies, 
both countries bear the re-
sponsibility to protect the 
rights of their religious mi-
norities and to address the 
rise of fundamentalism. In 
these times, it is essential 
for all parties to collaborate 
in resolving longstanding 
issues and to foster a spirit 
of coexistence. I hope that 
Guterres would also rec-
ognize the importance of 
this approach and work 
towards ensuring peace for 
everyone involved.
The author is Professor, School 
of International Studies, JNU

Twists and turns in ending Russia-Ukraine war, Guterres to visit Bangladesh
world recap
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Will have immediate, extremely 
strong response: Canada on US

Tens of thousands protest against deadly 
train crash anniversary in Greece 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau on Friday 
issued a warning regarding 
the potential imposition of 
tariffs by the United States, 
stating that “Canada will 
have an immediate and ex-
tremely strong response,” 
CBC News reported.

“We will continue to do 
that work and do everything 
necessary to avoid these 
tariffs coming in, but like I 
said, if on Tuesday there are 
unjustified tariffs brought in 
on Canada, we will have an 
immediate and extremely 
strong response, as Canadi-
ans expect,” Trudeau said.

The statement comes amid 
growing tensions over trade 
between the two coun-
tries. US President Donald 
Trump has repeatedly criti-
cised the flow of illicit drugs 
into the US, allegedly com-
ing from both Canada and 
Mexico.

As a result, Trump has 
decided to move forward 
with the imposition of tar-
iffs on both countries, start-

ing March 4. Additionally, 
reciprocal tariffs are set to 
continue with full force 
from April 2.

Further, Trudeau added 
that, “the first thing on tar-
iffs is to emphasise that our 
government, and indeed all 
of Team Canada, premiers, 
business leaders, commu-
nity leaders, are focused 
on one thing, making sure 
that come Tuesday and for 
the weeks that follow, there 
are no tariffs imposed on 
Canada,” as per CBC News.

“The tariffs that the presi-
dent speaks of for next week 
are centered around the 
fentanyl crisis that they’re 
facing in the United States, 
but that we are also facing in 

Canada,” he added.
Addressing concerns re-

garding fentanyl traffick-
ing into the United States, 
he said “And for months 
now, I’ve been emphasising 
that less than one per cent 
of the fentanyl that arrives 
in the United States comes 
from Canada. But we know 
that even that one per cent, 
or less than one per cent, 
should be reduced, which 
is why we’ve invested USD 
1.3 billion in strengthening 
our border capacities with 
Blackhawk helicopters, 
with drones, with 10,000 
people patrolling our bor-
ders and keeping Canadi-
ans and Americans safe.

“And that Canada is not 

the source of problems for 
the United States,” he add-
ed.

Meanwhile, on February 
4, the US President paused 
tariffs on imports from both 
countries for 30 days, say-
ing that he had secured new 
commitments from the two 
countries to improve bor-
der security. The pause was 
put in place after President 
Trump said he spoke to his 
counterparts from Mexico 
and Canada.

“Drugs are still pouring 
into our Country from 
Mexico and Canada at very 
high and unacceptable lev-
els. A large percentage of 
these Drugs, much of them 
in the form of Fentanyl, are 
made in, and supplied by 
China. More than 100,000 
people died last year due 
to the distribution of these 
dangerous and highly ad-
dictive POISONS,” Trump 
said in a post on Truth So-
cial.

Citing the smuggling of 
drugs across the border, 
Trump has vowed to stop or 
“seriously limit” such drugs, 
especially Fentanyl.

Protesters hurled petrol 
bombs and set fire to trash 
cans in Athens on Friday as 
hundreds of thousands of 
Greeks went on strike and 
took to the streets in na-
tionwide demonstrations 
on the second anniversary 
of the country’s deadliest 
train crash.

Fifty-seven people were 
killed when a passenger 
train filled with students 
collided with a freight train 
on February 28, 2023 in 
central Greece. The acci-
dent has become a painful 
emblem of the perceived 
neglect of the country’s in-
frastructure in the decades 
before the crash and the 
two years since.

“The government hasn’t 
done anything to get jus-
tice,” said Christos Main, 

57, a musician at the Athens 
rally. “This wasn’t an ac-
cident, it was murder,” he 
said.

In one of the biggest pro-
tests in Greece in years, 
public services and many 
private businesses were 
brought to a halt and peo-
ple poured into the streets 
of cities and towns chant-
ing “murderers” against 
what they say is the state’s 
role in the disaster. The 
government denies wrong-
doing.

A sea of people descend-
ed onto Athens’ Syntagma 
Square in front of parlia-
ment, where protesters 

spray-painted the names 
of the dead in red on the 
ground. The slogan “I 
have no oxygen” - a wom-
an’s last words in a call 
to emergency services - 
echoed in chants across 
the country.

The Athens protest was 
peaceful until a group of 
hooded youths hurled pet-
rol bombs at police and 
tried to storm the barri-
cades of the parliament 
building. Riot police fired 
tear gas and water cannon 
and cat-and-mouse clashes 
then spread into the sur-
rounding neighbourhoods.

Clashes also broke out in 

Greece’s second city, Thes-
saloniki, where a giant 
crowd choked the centre 
and people released black 
balloons into the sky in 
memory of the dead.

More than 80 people 
were detained and five 
were injured in Athens 
alone, authorities said.

POLITICAL THREAT
Prime Minister Kyriakos 

Mitsotakis’ centre-right 
government, which won 
re-election after the crash 
in 2023, has faced repeated 
criticism by relatives of the 
victims for failing to initi-
ate a parliamentary inquiry 
into political responsibility.

The government says it 
is up to the judiciary to in-
vestigate the accident. In a 
Facebook post on Friday, 
Mitsotakis said his govern-
ment would work to mod-
ernise the railway network 
and make it safer.

AGENCIES
Ottawa 

AGENCIES
ATHENS 

The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals rejected the Trump 
administration’s request to halt the injunction.

King Charles III extended 
an invitation to United 
States President Donald 
Trump for an official state 
visit to the United Kingdom, 
The Hill reported.

During their meeting on 
Thursday in Washington, 
UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer brought a letter 
from Charles to their meet-

ing in the Oval Office, dur-
ing which Trump called 
Charles a “beautiful man, a 
wonderful man.”

“This is a letter from Your 
Majesty, the king. It’s an invi-
tation for a second state visit. 
This is really special. This has 
never happened before. This 
is unprecedented,” Starmer 
said, touching Trump’s 
shoulder. “This is a very 
special letter, I think the last 

state visit was a tremendous 
success this is truly historic.”

“The answer is yes,” 
Trump said in response to 
Starmer asking if he would 
take the invite to Windsor 
Castle. “We look forward to 
being there and honouring 
the king and honouring re-
ally the country.”

Trump accepting this in-
vitation from King Charles, 
making him the first elected 

political leader in modern 
times to be hosted for two 
state visits by a British mon-
arch.

In a post on X, the White 
House wrote, “President 
Donald J. Trump, respond-
ing to an invitation from 
King Charles for a second 
state visit: “We look forward 
to being there and honor-
ing the King, honoring the 
country.” @Keir_Starmer.”

AGENCIES
Washington

Trump says ‘yes’ to King Charles’ 
invitation for state visit

U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s effort 
to curtail automatic 

birthright citizenship na-
tionwide as part of his hard-
line immigration crack-
down suffered another legal 
setback on Friday when 
a second federal appeals 
court declined to lift one of 
the court orders blocking 
the Republican’s executive 
order.

The Richmond, Virgin-
ia-based 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals rejected 
the Trump administra-
tion’s request for an or-
der putting on hold a 
nationwide injunction is-
sued by a federal judge in 
Maryland who concluded 
the order was unconstitu-
tional.

“For well over a century, 
the federal government has 
recognized the birthright 
citizenship of children born 

in this country to undocu-
mented or non-permanent 
immigrants,” the appeals 
court said.

“The government has not 
shown that it will be harmed 
in any meaningful way if it 
continues to comply, for the 
pendency of its appeal, with 

that settled interpretation of 
the law,” it added.

The court also said the 
public interest was served 
by leaving the injunction 
in place, saying it would 
be “hard to overstate the 
confusion and upheaval” 
that would result from 

implementing Trump’s 
order.

It was the second time an 
appellate court had taken 
up Trump’s executive order 
on birthright citizenship, 
whose fate may ultimately 
be decided by the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON THE SETBACK

n �Trump’s birthright citi-
zenship executive order 
faces legal setback.
n �4th U.S. Circuit Court 

of Appeals rejects 
Trump administration’s 
request.
n �Court upholds injunction 

blocking the order, calls it 
unconstitutional.
n �Court stresses birthright 

citizenship has been 
recognized for over a 
century.
n �Public interest served 

by leaving injunction in 
place, avoiding confusion.

n �Similar injunctions is-
sued by judges in Seattle, 

Massachusetts, and New 
Hampshire.

U.S. President Donald Trump signs a document in the Oval 
Office at the White House in Washington, U.S. February 4, 
2025. File Photo 

Among India’s neighbouring countries, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka 
abstained, while Bhutan, Nepal, and 

the Maldives voted in favour, joining the 
93 nations that supported the resolution 

alongside European countries.

“The government hasn’t done anything 
to get justice,” said Christos Main, 57, a 

musician at the Athens rally. “This wasn’t 
an accident, it was murder,” he said.
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BRAIN PICKING

Sharvari Wagh snapped in a metallic gown at the Filmfare Middle East 
Most Influential Women 2025 (Image credit: Instagram)

Picture perfect

I am quite a dreamer. I think we all are dreamers. We 
all don't like to live a practical life all the time. There 
is a thin line between our hopes and dreams.

—   RANI MUKERJI
(Indian Actress)

Kangana Ranaut, Javed Akhtar end their five-year-
long defamation case

Bollywood actor-politician 
Kangana Ranaut and vet-
eran lyricist Javed Akhtar 
have successfully resolved 
their five-year-long defa-
mation case. On Friday, 
Ranaut took to her Insta-
gram Story and posted a 
picture with Akhtar from 
the court, sharing that the 
duo had settled their legal 
matter. She also said that 
Akhtar was “kind and 
gracious” during the me-
diation process.

“Today, Javed ji and I 
have resolved our legal 
matter (defamation case) 
through mediation. In the 

mediation, Javed Ji has 
been very kind and gra-
cious. He also agreed to 
write songs for my next 
directorial,” Ranaut wrote 
in the post.

Both Ranaut and Akhtar 
shared a smile as they 
posed for the camera. In 
November 2020, Akhtar 
filed a criminal defama-

tion complaint against the 
actor over her reported re-
marks dragging his name 
in her feud with Hrithik 
Roshan. The legal dispute 
intensified when Ranaut 
filed a counter-complaint 
against Akhtar.

Meanwhile, on the work 
front, Ranaut is currently 
working on a new movie, 

which reunites her with 
her ‘Tanu Weds Manu’ 
co-star R. Madhavan. The 
two actors, who previ-
ously delighted audiences 
with their performances 
in the successful romantic 
comedy series, will now 
collaborate again in a psy-
chological thriller.

The announcement came 
shortly after the release of 
Ranaut’s film ‘Emergency’, 
in which she portrayed for-
mer Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi. Akhtar, on 
the other hand, released his 
docuseries ‘Angry Young 
Men’ last year. It explores 
his formidable creative 
partnership with Salim 
Khan. 

Sidharth Malhotra and 
Kiara Advani are all set to 
embark on the journey of 
parenthood. The duo is ex-
pecting their first child. On 
Friday, the couple took to 
Instagram and shared the 
good news with their fans 
and followers.

“The greatest gift of our 
lives(baby emoji) Coming 
soon,” Kiara wrote, adding 
an adorable image in which 
the couple can be seen hold-
ing a baby’s pair of socks.

Kiara and Sidharth’s 
“pregnancy” announce-
ment left everyone elated. 
In no time, netizens, in-
cluding friends and mem-
bers from the film indus-
try, flooded the comment 
section with heartiest con-
gratulations.

“ Congratulations are in 
order,” actor Shilpa Shetty 
commented.

“Congrats guys! And bless 
up, lil one! Safe journey,” 
wrote Ishaan Khatter.

“Omg Congratulations,” 
actor Samantha Ruth Prab-
hu commented.

Sidharth and Kiara tied 
the knot in Rajasthan in 

February 2023 and official-
ly began their “happily ever 
after” chapter. The two, who 
fell in love during the shoot 
of their film ‘Shershaah’, 
left everyone star-struck 
with their wedding festivi-
ties. They opted for a grand 
destination wedding in the 
Suryagarh Hotel, Jaisalmer, 
where their family members 
and only close friends were 
present.

After taking “saat pheres”, 
Sidharth and Kiara posted 
adorable pictures from their 
wedding ceremony and 
wrote,”Ab humari perma-
nent booking hogayi hai.”

In 2022, Sidharth and 
Kiara appeared on differ-
ent episodes of Koffee with 
Karan Season 7, where 
Karan Johar got them talk-
ing about their relationship 
for the first time. 

While Kiara confirmed 
that they were “more than 
friends”, Sidharth said, “I 
am manifesting a brighter 
and happier future. If it was 
her, it would be great.”

Meanwhile, on the work 
front, Sidarth was last seen 
in ‘Yodha’ with Raashii 
Khanna and Disha Patani. 
His next project is titled 
‘Param Sundari’. 

Agencies
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Sidharth Malhotra and Kiara  
Advani announce pregnancy

The deaths of leg-
endary actor Gene 
Hackman and his 

wife Betsy Arakawa are 
under investigation by au-
thorities after their bodies 
were found in their Santa 
Fe home on Wednesday. 
Although foul play is not 
currently suspected, inves-
tigators have labelled the 
deaths “suspicious” and 
have launched a thorough 
search and investigation to 
determine the cause, accord-
ing to Variety.

Two maintenance work-
ers discovered Hackman 
and Arakawa’s bodies 
in separate areas of their 
home. Arakawa was found 

lying on the bathroom floor, 
with an open prescription 
pill bottle and scattered 
pills nearby. Hackman was 
located in the mud room, 
adjacent to the kitchen, 
with his sunglasses by 
his side. Both appeared to 

have fallen to the ground. 
In addition, a dead dog was 
discovered near Arakawa’s 
body in the bathroom clos-
et, while two healthy dogs 
were found on the property, 
according to Variety. The 
Santa Fe County Sheriff ’s 

Office, which responded to 
the scene, noted no signs of 
forced entry into the home. 
Fire department and gas 
company personnel checked 
for a possible gas leak or car-
bon monoxide poisoning, 
but no signs of such hazards 
were detected. “No obvious 
signs of a gas leak,” said Det. 
Roy Arndt in a search war-
rant affidavit, though the 
circumstances were deemed 
suspicious enough to war-
rant further investigation, 
according to Variety. The 
bodies showed clear signs 
of decomposition. Araka-
wa’s body had bloating in 
her face and mummifica-
tion of her hands and feet. 
Hackman’s body exhibited 
similar signs, according to 
the affidavit. 

GENE HACKMAN, Betsy Arakawa’s 
deaths investigated as ‘suspicious’

While Kiara confirmed that they were 
“more than friends”, Sidharth said, “I 

am manifesting a brighter and happier 
future. If it was her, it would be great.”

Veteran Ollywood actor Ut-
tam Mohanty, renowned 
for his immense contribu-
tion to Odia cinema, passed 
away at the age of 66. The 
actor, who had been battling 
liver cirrhosis, succumbed 
to his illness at Medanta 
Hospital in Gurugram af-
ter a prolonged treatment. 
Born in 1958 in Baripada, 
Mayurbhanj, Odisha, Mo-
hanty had a deep connec-
tion with the culture and 
traditions of the region.

He graduated from MPC 
College before embarking 
on a remarkable career in 
the Odia film industry. His 
film journey began with his 
debut in ‘Abhiman, ‘ mark-
ing the beginning of a career 
that would span several 

decades and make him a 
household name in Odisha.

In early January, Mohanty 
was admitted to Medanta 
Hospital after receiving 
initial treatment in Bhu-
baneswar. Due to his de-
teriorating health, he was 
airlifted to Delhi, where he 
spent 20 days under inten-
sive care. The news of his 
death has deeply shocked 
the entertainment industry. 
Tributes and condolences 

have poured in from vari-
ous corners, including se-
nior politicians, fellow art-
ists, and fans. Sritam Das, 
Secretary of the Odisha 
Cine Artists’ Association, 
confirmed that Mohanty’s 
mortal remains will arrive 
in Bhubaneswar around 
11 am today, February 28, 
2025, Friday. Fans, admir-
ers, and well-wishers could 
pay their final respects to 
the legendary actor. 

Ollywood actor Uttam Mohanty passes away at 66 
AGENCIES
Bhubaneswar 

In a major casting coup, ac-
tress Zendaya has joined the 
upcoming fifth installment 
of the beloved animated 
franchise, ‘Shrek.’ Ac-
cording to The Hollywood 
Reporter, the actress will 
lend her voice to the role 
of Shrek’s daughter, join-
ing a star-studded cast that 

includes Mike Myers, Ed-
die Murphy, and Cameron 
Diaz. Zendaya’s addition to 
the cast is significant, bring-
ing a fresh perspective to the 
25-year-old franchise.

The actress, known for her 
roles in Euphoria, Dune, and 
the Spider-Man franchise, is 
expected to bring new energy 
to the iconic animated world. 
‘Shrek 5’ is currently in pro-
duction and will be released 

on December 23, 2026. Walt 
Dohrn, Conrad Vernon, and 
Brad Ableson will direct the 
film, which Gina Shay and 
Chris Meledandri will pro-
duce, as per The Hollywood 
Reporter.

The ‘Shrek’ franchise has 
become a beloved and iconic 
part of animation history, 
grossing over  $ 2.9 billion 
globally and spawning two 
‘Puss in Boots’ spinoffs, ac-

cording to The Hollywood 
Reporter. The original film, 
released in 2001, won an 
Oscar and was praised for its 
humorous twist on fairy-tale 
tropes. The ‘Shrek’ franchise 
debuted in 2001 with a criti-
cally acclaimed film that in-
troduced audiences to the 
lovable ogre Shrek, who falls 
in love with Princess Fiona, 
a royal trapped in an ogre’s 
body due to a curse. 

Zendaya joins swampy family as Shrek’s daughter in ‘Shrek 5’
AGENCIES
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The joy of filmmaking and 
passion for cinema have 
historically created great 
entertainment for audienc-
es all over the world. Buster 
Keaton, who made 29 silent 
films, almost a century ago 
in the decade of 1920s was 
one of the greatest comedi-
ans and filmmakers, who 
became a key inspiration 

for the cinephiles from 
Malegaon, a small town in 
Maharashtra, India. Their 
journey was captured in the 
2012 documentary, ‘Super-
men of Malegaon’, which is 
now brought alive on the 
big screen as ‘Superboys of 
Malegaon’ by Ritesh Sidh-
wani, Farhan Akhtar, Zoya 
Akhtar, and Reema Kagti 
under the banner of Excel 
Entertainment and Tiger 
Baby Production, as a capti-

vating cinematic experience.
Directed by Reema Kagti, 

written by Varun Grover, 
and a star cast of Adarsh 
Gourav, Vineet Kumar 
Singh, Shashank Goyal, 

Muskkaan Jaferi, Saqib 
Ayub, and Anuj Singh Du-
han among others, the movie 
is a brilliant story of the pas-
sionate young boys who live 
and breathe cinema. 

Nasir Shaikh (Adarsh 
Gourav), a young cinephile 
runs a video parlour in Male-
gaon with his elder brother 
Nihal (Gyanendra Tripathi), 
where he comes across and 
learns the editing tricks 
using VCR while buying a 
pirated copy of a Bollywood 
flick. He creates smart edits 
and develops great comedy 
content to lure the local audi-
ences, which they applaud, 

and his parlour is houseful. 
However, this success is only 
short-lived and ends up with 
anti-piracy raids very soon 
crashing down his filmy 
dreams.

Undeterred by this debacle, 
Nasir decides to make his own 
films but most people around 
him only ridicule his idea by 
laughing it off. However, Nasir 
gets support from his friends 
Farogh (Vineet Singh), Irfan 
(Saqib Ayub), Akram (Anuj 
Duhan), and Shafique (Sha-
shank Arora), who are also 
as passionate as him, when 
it comes to cinema helping 
to realise his dream.

Nasir begins with a parody 
of the evergreen Bollywood 
film ‘Sholay’, creating ‘Male-
gaon Ke Sholay’, where Gab-
bar Singh becomes Rubber 
Singh and Basanti turns into 
Basmati, all on a budget of 
just Rs 30,000. Needless to 
say, the film is a huge success 
and does a business of Rs 3 
lakhs, making Nasir buoyant 
and inspired to create more 
such parodies around popu-
lar blockbusters like ‘Shaan’ 
and Superman.

Nasir uses local actors, re-
al-life settings, and jugaads 
(local hacks) to mobilise his 
ambitious project, which also 

ensured a passionate involve-
ment from everyone, includ-
ing his friends. Unlike novel-
based or simply adaptations 
of literary works, there aren’t 
many feature films made 
based on documentaries, and 
‘Superboys of Malegaon’ is one 
of such fascinatingly engaging 
experiments.

The movie is all about 
small-town passion for 
cinema, their ability to find 
creative solutions to work 
under resource constraints, 
self-learning the art & craft of 
cinema, and figuring out the 
tricks of the trade with an un-
bridled passion to bring in joy 

& entertainment for the audi-
ence. It’s a remarkable piece 
of work that will bring many 
moments of smiles and tears 
to all, including those who 
come from small towns with 
big aspirations and those who 
associate with their journey, 
struggle, ingenuity, love, and 
passion for cinema.

‘Superboys of Malegaon’ is 
bound to give you comical 
thrills and emotional indul-
gence, while enhancing your 
cinephile quotient.

Praveen Nagda is Festival Di-
rector of KidzCINEMA and 
CultureCinema Film Festivals

review: SUPERBOYS OF MALEGAON *****

praveen Nagda
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Jasmeen, a 16-year-old stu-
dent from Government PU 
College, faced financial con-

straints that limited her oppor-
tunities for growth. Her journey 
took a transformative turn when 
she joined the Dream Accelerator 
Children’s Group run at one of 
the Multi Activity Centers (MAC) 
in Bengaluru. With training and 
parental support, she developed 
confidence and leadership skills, 
leading initiatives like Interna-
tional Girl Child Day and engag-
ing with stakeholders to promote 
for inclusive education. She is 
spearheading a micro-project to 
support weak migrant students 
and mainstream them to school 
education. “I am grateful for the 
support from my parents and the 
community, which has been in-

strumental in my journey,” adds 
the chirpy young Jasmeen.

Children like Jasmeen, have a 
right to express their views, par-
ticipate in decision-making, and 
take action on issues that impact 
their lives. Recognizing this, Bal 
Raksha Bharat launched the 
Dream Accelerator Initiative, a 
groundbreaking program that 
nurtures child participation 
and leadership, enabling young 
changemakers to influence gov-
ernance and community devel-

opment.
Building Agency: A Rights-

Based Approach
The initiative is rooted in Article 

12 (A) of the United Nations Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC), which emphasizes the 
importance of children’s voices 
in governance. It aligns with the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) thus ensuring meaning-
ful participation of children and 
youth in decision-making pro-
cesses. By equipping hundreds 
of children Jasmeen, with skills, 
knowledge and platforms to ad-
vocate for their rights, Bal Rak-
sha Bharat strengthens child-led 
governance models, making it a 
cross-cutting approach in all its 
thematic interventions.

The Dream Accelerator: A Jour-
ney of Impact

Launched in April 2020, the pi-
lot phase spanned across Jammu 
and Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, 
Delhi, West Bengal, Jharkhand, 
Bihar, and Assam, reaching 
outstanding young leaders aged 
15-24 years. Encouraged by its 
success, the program scaled up 
to 13 states in 2021, including Raj-
asthan, Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and 
Odisha.

The Dream Accelerator Initia-
tive follows a structured and im-
pactful four-pronged strategy to 

empower children and youth as 
changemakers. First, it focuses 
on capacity building, equipping 
potential Child and Youth Cham-
pions with knowledge on child 
rights and advocacy through tar-
geted training sessions. Second, 
it drives child-led micro-projects, 
enabling young leaders to de-
sign and implement solutions 
to pressing social issues within 
their communities. Third, the 
initiative emphasizes the forma-
tion of Children’s Councils, creat-

ing democratic platforms where 
children can actively engage with 
local and state authorities to in-
fluence decision-making. Lastly, 
it ensures participatory design 
and implementation, placing 
children at the heart of program 
planning, execution, and evalua-
tion, fostering a sense of owner-
ship and agency in driving mean-
ingful change.

The Dream Accelerator Initia-
tive until 2023, has empowered 
over 2500, directly and indirectly, 
children and youth, equipping 
them as community leaders. With 
624 hours of dedicated training 
sessions, the initiative has fos-
tered confidence and leadership 
among young changemakers. 
Notably, children and youth from 
the program have represented 
their communities on global plat-
forms like COP27 and COP28, 
amplifying their voices on climate 
justice and child rights. Currently 
implemented in 10 states (Assam, 
Bihar, Odisha, Rajasthan, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Karnataka, Telan-
gana, Jammu & Kashmir, Uttar 
Pradesh, and West Bengal), the 
initiative ensures gender-bal-
anced participation, with 63.8% 
of participants being female. The 
program is aiming to reach more 
than 5000 children and youth 
across 10 identified states to in-
culcate the spirit of leadership 

and make them the Champions 
of tomorrow. 

The Training and Leadership 
Development component of the 
Dream Accelerator Initiative 
equips children and youth with 
essential skills to become effec-
tive believers for change. Using 
participatory training meth-
ods—including audio-visual 
tools, role-plays, and group dis-
cussions—the initiative fosters 
engaging and interactive learning 
experiences. Trained youth have 

successfully launched campaigns 
on critical social issues, includ-
ing substance abuse prevention, 
child marriage awareness, gar-
bage management, and the need 
for safe play spaces. 

Sustainability and Long-Term 
Impact

The Dream Accelerator is more 
than a program—it is a move-
ment. By fostering long-term en-
gagement, empowering children 
with skills, and institutionalizing 
participatory governance mecha-
nisms, Bal Raksha Bharat is cre-
ating a generation of confident, 
informed, and proactive young 
leaders, to pave the path for Viksit 
Bharat. 

The journey of the Dream Ac-
celerator is evidence to what can 
be achieved when children like 
Jasmeen and many others across 
India are given the opportunity, 
space and agency to shape their 
own futures. As the initiative 
moves forward, its impact will 
continue to grow, reinforcing 
the belief that children are not 
just beneficiaries but powerful 
changemakers in their own right.

Pradeep K Mishra, Head Program 
Implementation, Bal Raksha Bharat 
&

Soumi Halder, Senior Manager, 
Program Campaigns and Commu-
nication, Bal Raksha Bharat . 
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Empowering Children 
as Changemakers: The 
Dream Accelerator 
Initiative by Bal 
Raksha Bharat

The initiative is rooted in Article 12 (A) of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC), which emphasizes the importance of 
children’s voices in governance. It aligns with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) thus ensuring 
meaningful participation of children and youth in 
decision-making processes. By equipping hundreds 
of children Jasmeen, with skills, knowledge and 
platforms to advocate for their rights, Bal Raksha Bharat 
strengthens child-led governance models, making it a 
cross-cutting approach in all its thematic interventions.



When you build a house, 
every brick counts. When 
you build a character, every 
thought counts. Who I am 
comes from what I think. 
Thoughts that build the 
highest quality character are 
based on love, purity, peace, 
and wisdom. The more my 
thoughts are filled with 
these qualities, the more my 
character is shaped around 
them. Today let me think 
high-quality thoughts.

A thought 
for today

When we have a deeper 
understanding of our 
own and others’ person-
alities, then our relation-
ships have the potential 
to be smoother and more 
rewarding. However, 
deeply understanding 
our personality has more 
far-reaching benefits than 
those. We can achieve a 
fully rounded and bal-
anced personality, and en-
joy the liberation of being 
able to truly express our-
selves. It gives us the abil-
ity to behave in the truest 
way in whatever scenario 
we find ourselves in. Just 
considering one part of 
our personality as ‘me’ is 
simply one-dimensional 

– true self-expression is 
vast.

As long ago as Hip-
pocrates (460 BC), four 
main types of personal-
ity had been recognised, 
and in Hippocrates’ case, 
medicine and treatment 
of ills were based on the 
four types. Although 
one’s personality is a com-
plex set of thinking and 
behavioural patterns, we 
can look at the four main 
types, for ease of analy-
sis. The terminology has 
changed over time, but 
basically, and simplified:

Extroverts who are task-
oriented – Rulers

Extroverts who are peo-
ple-focused - Entertainers

Introverts who are peo-
ple-focused – Relators

Introverts who are task-
oriented - Analysts

Ideally, all teams would 
have all of these types, 
and within us, ideally 
these elements of person-
ality would be balanced. 
Through life experiences, 
we have veered to one 
of these types in a more 

extreme way. This has 
occurred because of fear.  
We have looked outside 
for ways to achieve what 
we needed, because we 
could not find it within. 
The ruler is powerful, but 
when looking outside for 

power, becomes rude, ag-
gressive, pushy, a control 
freak. The entertainer 
can be warm and charis-
matic, but when looking 
outwards becomes im-
pulsive, procrastinates, 
does not follow through, 

becomes bored. The re-
lator can be easy-going, 
diplomatic, calm, and a 
peacemaker. When fear-
ful and looking outside, 
becomes a people pleaser, 
passive/aggressive, slow 
to lead. Their strength is 

love, their weakness is 
attachment. The analy-
ser wants to get things 
right, is thoughtful, pays 
attention to detail, is con-
scientious and a problem 
solver. When looking out-
side and fearful, becomes 
obsessive, fussy, difficult 
to please, sees only prob-
lems, and is suspicious.

The block to accessing 
the full spectrum and 
therefore a balance of 
the personality types, is 
the ego, or fear. We have 
played many characters 
in our lives. We may be 
dominantly a ‘relator’ in 
this lifetime, but we may 
have been a ‘ruler’ in 
many other lifetimes, and 
this is a lifetime for expe-
riencing another shade of 
personality, with the aim 
of balancing the whole 
personality. It is in medi-
tation that we can detach 
from the ego, from the 
fear, and from one idea of 
‘me’. We can experience 
that we are free of a limit-
ed personality and affirm 
our spiritual personality. 
Our spiritual personality 
is the same for all of us, 

the pure essence:

I am powerful
I am truth
I am loveful
I am perfect

As we begin to experience 
the qualities or personality 
of the soul, we can begin 
to express it with spiritual 
strength, at the time it is 
needed. We can be power-
ful when needed, we can 
be warm and charismatic 
when needed, we can be 
the peacemaker when 
needed, and pay attention 
to detail when needed. 
We have all the shades of 
personality within us, and 
it is through meditation 
that we can bring our per-
sonality into balance and 
strength. There will be no 
fear because we are finding 
the strength from within.

Jillian Sawers is a profes-
sional self-development 
trainer and has a YouTube 
channel called ’The Depart-
ment of Silence’. She is based 
in Mount Abu, Rajasthan, 
at the headquarters of the 
Brahma Kumaris.

Affirming our spiritual personality

Jillian Sawers

The Bhagavad Gita is 
accorded the highest 
status among Hindu 

scriptures, with its teach-
ings regarded as the distilled 
wisdom of the Upanishads. 
The Gita explains the con-
cepts of the soul, God, con-
sciousness, the duties of an 
individual, the qualities that 
make one divine or evil, and 
the path to salvation. In ef-
fect, the Gita tells us how we 
should live, the qualities we 
should have, and how, on 
the basis of divine qualities, 
we can create an elevated 
state of mind and a happy 
future for ourselves.

The war in the Mahab-
harata, of which the Gita is 

a part, is an allegory for the 
struggle between good and 
evil. It represents the battle 
that takes place in the mind 
when desires, expectations, 
and vices challenge the in-
nate virtues of the soul. The 
Gita tells us how we can 
win this inner battle and 
ultimately overcome our 
weaknesses.

Chapter 16 of the Gita 
dwells at length on the 
qualities that make a person 
divine or demoniacal. It says 
that those of a divine nature 
are fearless, clean-heart-
ed, steadfast in yoga and 
knowledge, truthful, peace-
ful, compassionate, modest, 
and free from crookedness 
and hatred.

Describing the qualities 
of those given to evil ways, 
the Gita cautions against 
hypocrisy, arrogance, self-
conceit, harshness, and 
ignorance. Further, it says, 
anger, greed and lust are 
three gates to hell.

But despite these teach-
ings in the Gita, and not-
withstanding the reverence 
the pious have for it, we find 
that evil is on the rise in the 

world while righteousness 
seems to be in retreat. The 

wisdom of the Gita, it ap-
pears, remains in the book 

and fails to enter the minds 
of those who read it.

In fact, God, represented 
by Shri Krishna in the Gita, 
knows that this will hap-
pen, and says in the Gita 
that no one can reach Him 
by reading scriptures or 
performing other religious 
rituals. He can be known 
only when He manifests 
Himself to humans, the 
Gita says. And this, the 
Gita says,  happens when 
human souls have sunk to 
extreme depths of degrada-
tion and are completely in 
the grip of vices. Then, God 
incarnates Himself in this 

world to remove all evil, 
end the suffering of His 
children, and restore them 
to their original state of pu-
rity, peace, and happiness.

He does this by remind-
ing human souls of their 
true identity and their re-
lationship with Him – that 
they are His children and 
all that is His belongs to 
them. When human souls 
become aware that they are 
not bodies, the influence 
of vices, which are born 
of body-consciousness, 
begins to weaken. And 

when they start to remem-
ber God, the souls draw 
power from Him, which 
enables them to resist and, 
ultimately, overcome their 
negative traits.

Souls can overcome the 
debilitating effect of vices 
only when they draw power 
from the Almighty. Reading 
scriptures may teach us 
what is right and what is 
wrong, but it does not em-
power us to tread the right 
path. In fact, merely read-
ing scriptures empowers us 
no more than reading about 
medicines cures a patient of 
his illness.

Regular practice of soul-
consciousness and remem-
brance of God empowers the 
souls and develops the vir-
tues latent in them, so that 
from ordinary humans they 
are transformed into divine 
beings. When those of a de-
moniacal nature are thus 
transformed into divine be-
ings, the world turns from 
hell to heaven.
B.K. Usha is a Rajyoga teacher 
at the Brahma Kumaris head-
quarters in Abu Road, Rajas-
than.

Why the God of Gita incarnates Himself

Following a chosen spiritual 
path and applying spiritual 
principles and ethics in a 
practical way in our lives 
has never been more bom-
barded by such huge exter-
nal influences. The world is 
at a very critical point and 
the forces of negativity are 
very strong. On the other 
side, there is an awaken-
ing, and many are finding 
spiritual paths and living 
lives of goodness. Good-
ness always wins because 
the original state of the hu-
man soul is goodness. We 
have moved away from this 
goodness but people are 
now beginning to wake up, 
and the more we talk of this 
goodness and demonstrate 

it, the more others will be 
influenced.

The problem is that our 
conscience today is influ-
enced by so many external 
factors that few know what 
is right or wrong anymore. 
It is the conscience that has 
to be cleaned to be able to 
reveal the inner goodness, 
and the way to cleanse the 
conscience is through med-
itation. If we want to have 
peace in our hearts and good 
relationships with others, 
there are very simple and 
clear teachings that we can 
follow. We must fulfil all our 
familial responsibilities, but 
take time early in the morn-
ing for the self, spend time 
in silence and introspection, 
and study spiritual knowl-
edge. This will bring the 
clarity we need to see the 
way forward. 

I will know if the path 
I have chosen is the right 
one, firstly, by having all my 
questions answered. Sec-
ondly, the understanding 
that I gain will not remain 
theoretical but when put 
into practice will help me 
progress, and then I will 
have the authority of expe-

rience. Faith in what I fol-
low cannot be blind faith. 
There must be faith in the 
intellect, not just the mind, 
that can swing this way and 
that in moments. I will see 
the proof in the lives of oth-
ers on the same path, and in 

my own life. 
No matter what is happen-

ing externally – the deep di-
visions, climate change, the 
erratic economies – when 
I begin to see life from a 
spiritual perspective, then I 
understand what is happen-

ing. All the violence in many 
forms, is something within 
being expressed externally. 
Take climate change, for 
example; if I want to make 
a contribution, then I can 
simplify my needs, and 
bring about the awareness 

of inner peace as I deal with 
family, neighbours, animals, 
and nature. This would be of 
great value and benefit. It has 
taken some time, but people 
are now beginning to talk 
about a change in lifestyle 
and personal transforma-

tion, and even spirituality is 
being taken very seriously. 
People are now beginning 
to understand that it is the 
move away from spirituality, 
and our inner values, that 
has caused the chaos. More 
and more people are inter-
ested in plant-based diets 
and in holistic approaches 
to medicine and alternative 
lifestyles. Hearts that had 
become cold are warming. 
The journey from head to 
heart is the longest journey 
we ever make. Where we feel 
love and compassion is in the 
soul, and so is the faculty to 
understand and reason, and 
so having the awareness of 
the soul, in terms of the self or 
others, makes that journey so 
much shorter. 

Meditation and spiritual 
study are vital for us to 
remain uninfluenced by 
world events and the me-
dia onslaught. Gathering 
together with friends who 
share the spiritual path to 
talk of spiritual things, and 
meditate together, makes 
our awareness stronger. It 
may seem dark at the mo-
ment, but day always fol-
lows night, and the world of 

the future is of truth, love, 
and harmony.

To cultivate the strength 
and determination to be 
ethical, to do what we know 
to be right, and stay strong 
and not give in to old habits, 
we need meditation. Medi-
tation is not only about the 
soul, the inner being, but 
it is also about the Divine 
and connecting with that 
source. When I am in soul 
awareness, I am tuned in to 
the frequency of the Divine. 
This being is the source of 
all spiritual power, of love, 
peace, and truth. As I walk 
the path in this awareness, 
practising every day and 
throughout the day, a few 
moments each hour, then 
none of the destructive 
forces will pull me. This 
will first affect my own 
little world, but as we ap-
proach the time of critical 
mass together, cleaning 
the conscience, doing the 
right thing, bringing forth 
our natural goodness - the 
world will turn around.

Sister Jayanti is Additional 
Administrative Head of the 
Brahma Kumaris.

Spiritual ethics in life

Sister Jayanti

B.K. Usha

Souls can overcome the debilitating effect of vices only when they draw power from the 
Almighty.

Chapter 16 of the Gita dwells at length 
on the qualities that make a person 
divine or demoniacal. It says that 

those of a divine nature are fearless, 
clean-hearted, steadfast in yoga 

and knowledge, truthful, peaceful, 
compassionate, modest, and free 

from crookedness and hatred.

Deeply understanding our personality enables us to truly express ourselves.

To cultivate the strength and determination to be ethical, to do what we know to be right, we need meditation.
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Jos Buttler has announced 
his decision to step down 
from England’s white-ball 
captaincy duties in the 
aftermath of their group-
stage exit at the ongoing 
ICC Champions Trophy. 
England will conclude its 
campaign in the Champions 
Trophy on Saturday against 
South Africa in Karachi. 

Irrespective of the re-
sult, the Three Lions will 
pack their bags and re-
turn home after their run 
was shortened after los-
ing two games on the trot. 
The English players bol-
stered their preparations 
during a white-ball tour 
of India, during which 
they won just one game 
out of eight fixtures, the 
first with under head 
coach Brendon McCullum. 
“I’m going to stand down 
as England captain. It’s the 
right decision for me and the 
right decision for the team. 
Hopefully, somebody else 

who can come in alongside 
Baz will take the team to 
where it needs to be,” But-
tler said, as quoted from 
ESPNcricinfo.

As McCullum’s ‘Baz-
ball’ era began on a cata-
strophic note, Buttler con-
firmed he will continue 
to play for England and 
look to enjoy his cricket. 
“The overriding emotions 
are still sadness and disap-
pointment. I’m sure, in time, 
that will pass, and I can get 
back to really enjoying my 
cricket, and [will] also be 
able to reflect on what an 

immense honour it is to 
captain your country and 
all the special things that 
come with it,” he added. 
Buttler was handed the 
full-time responsibility of 
England’s white-ball cap-
taincy in June 2022, and 
they went on to win the T20 
World Cup later in the year. 
However, since its mo-
ment of glory, England has 
sharply declined in white-
ball cricket. 

In the ODI World Cup 
2023, England was knocked 
out in seventh place in the 
group stage.

India’s wicketkeeper-batter KL 
Rahul has hailed Mohammed 
Shami as one of the toughest 
bowlers to keep wicket to, high-
lighting his accuracy, pace, and 
ability to generate movement. 
Speaking at the pre-match press 
conference ahead of India’s ICC 
Champions Trophy Group A clash 
against New Zealand in Dubai on 
Sunday, Rahul shared his expe-

riences of keeping to Shami and 
the challenges that come with it. 
Rahul revealed that Shami always 
finds a way to challenge wicket-
keepers, often forcing him into 
full-length dives.

“The tough thing against Shami 
while wicketkeeping is that in 
every game--funnily somehow-
-he’ll make sure that I’m diving 
full length. And then he gives me 
one or two opportunities to be bril-
liant behind the stumps or look 
stupid sometimes,” Rahul said. 

He pointed out that Shami, along 
with Jasprit Bumrah, gener-
ates a unique wobble effect on 
the ball, making it even harder 
to predict and collect cleanly. 
“One of the few bowlers whose ball 
really wobbles--him and some-
times Bumrah, when he bowls in 
the second or third spell. I don’t 
know what it has to do with any-
thing, but he gets the ball to wobble 
behind the stumps as well. So that’s 
been very challenging,” he said. 
Beyond his natural seam move-

ment, Rahul emphasized Shami’s 
accuracy and sharpness, aspects 
that often go underappreciated.

“Everyone talks about how he’s 
gifted, how he can get the ball 
to seam in any condition, and 
how upright his seam is. But not 
many people talk about how ac-
curate he is and how sharp he 
is. He can actually surprise you 
with his pace,” Rahul praised. 
Rahul recalled a recent net session 
where Shami’s express pace caught 
him off guard.

Australia entered the semifi-
nals of the Champions Tro-
phy after their crucial Group 
B clash against Afghanistan 
was called off due to rain 
here on Friday.

The match was halted by 
a downpour when Australia 
were 109 for 1 in 12.5 overs, 
chasing a target of 274.

Despite the ground staffs’ 
efforts to clear the field, 
several pools of water re-
mained on the pitch and the 
umpires ultimately declared 
the match abandoned after 
an inspection.

Afghanistan skipper Hash-
matullah Shahidi won the 
toss and elected to bat first 
against Australia in their 
final group stage match at 
Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium in 
the ongoing ICC Champions 
Trophy 2025 on Friday.

 
After Australia got their 
tournament off to a flying 
start by chasing down the 
highest-ever score at an ICC 
event against England, rain 
played spoilsport in their 
next, forcing them to share 
points with South Africa, 
who both are now on three 
points each and occupying 
the top two spots in Group B. 
Afghanistan, on the other 
hand, lost their opening 
game to South Africa by 107 
runs but came back stun-

ningly to complete an incred-
ible triumph against England 
to knock them out of conten-
tion for a semi-final spot. 
Today’s match is a cru-
cial one, with both teams 
vying for a spot in the 
semi-finals in a winner-
takes-all contest in Lahore. 
“We will bat first because the 
wicket looks good. It’s a used 
pitch, England and Australia 
already played on this pitch, 
so it will slow down in the 
second half. 

We were happy with the 
performance in our last 
game, we also have made 
plans against Australia. 
We are going with the same 
team,” Hashmatullah Shahi-
di said after winning the toss. 
Australia captain Steve 
S m it h ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r 
hand, stated that had he 
won the toss, he would 
have opted to bowl first. 
“We would have bowled 

first, uncertain overhead 
conditions, and there’s 
the dew factor as well. All 
the guys are doing well. It 
should be a good contest, 
looking forward to it. Com-
ing here with good intent 
and aggression and ready 
to get started. Same team 
for us,” Steve Smith said. 
Teams: 
Australia (Playing XI): Mat-
thew Short, Travis Head, 
Steven Smith (c), Marnus 
Labuschagne, Josh Inglis, 
Alex Carey (wk), Glenn 
Maxwell, Ben Dwarshuis, 
Nathan Ellis, Adam Zam-
pa,  Spencer Johnson. 
Afghanistan (Playing XI): 
Rahmanullah Gurbaz (wk), 
Ibrahim Zadran, Sediqul-
lah Atal, Rahmat Shah, 
Hashmatullah Shahidi (c), 
Azmatullah Omarzai, Mo-
hammad Nabi, Gulbadin 
Naib, Rashid Khan, Noor 
Ahmad, Fazalhaq Farooqi.

New Zealand all-rounder 
M i c h a e l  B r a c e w e l l 
highlighted the importance 
of adapting to different 
playing conditions as the 
team gears up for their 
upcoming ICC Champions 
Trophy match against India 
in Dubai on Sunday.

Speaking to reporters, 
Bracewell  noted that 
the wickets have shown 
signs of assisting spin, 
making it crucial for the 
team to adjust quickly. 
“The wickets here have 
looked like they’ve taken 
a bit of spin. We have our 
first training session today, 
so it’ll be good to get used 
to the wickets as quickly 
as we can,” Bracewell said. 
He stressed that  one 
of the key challenges 
o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
cricket is learning to 
perform in  di f ferent 
venues and conditions 
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d . 
“That’s the challenge of 
international cricket--
playing in different venues 
in different parts of the 
world and trying to adjust 
as quickly as possible. 
We’ve enjoyed the pitches 

in Pakistan, and I think we 
have a pretty well-balanced 
side that can play in any 
condition. 

Hopefully, we can continue 
to do that and adjust to 
what’s in front of us,” he said. 
Bracewell also pointed out 
that New Zealand’s strength 
lies in their adaptability, 
which allows them to 
take on different teams by 
playing to the conditions. 
“I think the strength of our 
side has been our ability 
to adjust to the surface 
and really throw different 
looks at teams that are 

suited to that surface. 
Hopefully, we continue to 
do that as a side,” he added. 
Reflecting on their matches 
in Pakistan, Bracewell 
expressed his appreciation 
for playing there and looked 
forward to returning. 
“We’ve really enjoyed our 
time in Pakistan and are 
looking forward to going 
back. 

It’s been a happy hunting 
ground for us as a team. 
We’re excited to be here, but 
we also thoroughly enjoyed 
our time in Pakistan as 
well,” he said.

Delhi Capitals reclaimed its 
spot at the summit with utter 
dominance against Mumbai 
Indians in the ongoing 
Women’s Premier League 
at the M Chinnaswamy 
Stadium on Friday.

Jess Jonassen and Minnu 
Mani played a starring 
role with the ball, while 
Meg Lanning and Shafali 
Verma’s opening blitz 
raised Delhi Capitals to 
an emphatic 9-wicket win 
in a low-scoring affair. 
Jonassen’s spin attack 
shattered MI’s hopes of 

asserting control in the first 
innings itself. She returned 
with figures of 3/25 and was 
crowned with the Player of 
the Match award. Lanning 
and Shafali broke the back 
of MI’s defence of 123/9 with 
their ruthless approach.

In pursuit of a paltry 124-
run target, the formidable 
opening pair of Lanning 
(60* off 49) and Shafali 
Verma (43 off 28) raised the 
bar. The young Indian played 
the aggressor’s role. She got 
to business without wasting 
any time and hammered 
16 runs in the fourth over. 
Lanning’s masterclass 
complemented Shafali’s 

fearless and aggressive 
stroke play. The DC skipper 
showcased her trademark 
composure as the duo 
brought up a fifty-run 
opening stand, propelling 
DC to 56/0 in the powerplay. 
MI desperately hunted 

for a breakthrough, and 
to push for it, skipper 
H a r m a n p r e e t  K a u r 
introduced Amelia Kerr into 
the attack. However, Shafali 
ruined the MI skipper’s 
blueprint by launching 
two towering sixes to push 
Delhi closer to victory. 
By the ninth over, the game 
was close to its conclusion 
as DC had raced to 82/0. 
Shafali looked bound for 
a well-deserved fifty, but 
Amanjot Kaur broke the 
stand with a stunning 
boundary catch by Kerr. 
The wicket that MI needed 
came quite late. Lanning 
stayed at  the  crease, 

brought up her second fifty 
of the season and steered 
DC to a nine-wicket win. 
Earlier in the match, after 
DC put MI to bat, openers 
Yastika Bhatia and Hayley 
Matthews showed positive 
intent. 

Matthews relentlessly 
attacked Jonassen early, 
h i t t i n g  b a c k- t o - b a c k 
boundaries, but Shikha 
Pandey  provided the 
breakthrough by removing 
Ya s t i k a  f o r  1 1 ( 1 0 ) . 
The floodgates opened, 
and Annabel Sutherland 
c a p i t a l i s e d  o n  t h e 
opportunity by removing 
Matthews on 22(25). 

As Team India pre-
pares to face New 
Zealand in their 

Group A encounter of 
the ICC Champions Tro-
phy in Dubai on Sunday, 
wicketkeeper-batter KL 
Rahul has provided a reas-
suring update regarding 
the squad’s fitness levels. 
Addressing the media dur-
ing the pre-match press con-
ference, Rahul stated that 
there are no significant inju-
ry concerns within the team. 
“Fitness-wise, I think there’s 
no... I don’t know too much, 
but from whatever I know, 
I think everything seems 
pretty okay. There’s no 
real concerns about any-
one missing games as far 
as I know. We’ll probably 
know more in today’s train-
ing,” Rahul commented. 
He further mentioned that 
all players have been active-

ly participating in training 
sessions and gym workouts, 
indicating their readiness 
for the upcoming match. 
“Everyone’s been in the 
gym, everyone’s been at 
training the last time as 
well. So, yeah, little some 
concerns, but I don’t think 
it’s too much,” Rahul added. 
This update comes as a 

relief to fans, especially 
considering recent injury 
scares. Notably, during In-
dia’s match against Paki-
stan, pacer Mohammed 
Shami left the field after 
bowling a few overs due 
to minor pain in his ankle. 
With the squad in good 
shape, Team India aims to 
continue their strong perfor-

mance in the tournament as 
they take on New Zealand in 
the crucial Group A fixture. 
Rahul revealed that Shami 
always finds a way to 
challenge wicketkeep-
ers, often forcing him 
into full-length dives. 
“The tough thing against 
Shami while wicketkeeping 
is that in every game--fun-

nily somehow--he’ll make 
sure that I’m diving full 
length. And then he gives 
me one or two opportuni-
ties to be brilliant behind 
the stumps or look stupid 
sometimes,” Rahul said. 
He pointed out that Shami, 
along with Jasprit Bum-
rah, generates a unique 
wobble effect on the ball, 
making it even harder to 
predict and collect cleanly. 
“One of the few bowlers 
whose ball really wobbles-
-him and sometimes Bum-
rah, when he bowls in 
the second or third spell. 
I don’t know what it has 
to do with anything, but 
he gets the ball to wobble 
behind the stumps as 
well. So that’s been very 
challenging,” he said. 
Beyond his natural seam 
movement, Rahul empha-
sized Shami’s accuracy and 
sharpness, aspects that of-
ten go underappreciated.

No significant injury concerns: KL 
Rahul ahead of New Zealand clash

Bracewell emphasizes adaptability 
ahead of match against India

WPL: Clinical Delhi Capitals move to top with 9-wicket win over Mumbai Indians

My last ICC tournament: 
Dussen ahead of clash 
against England 

Ahead of their all-import clash against England at Ka-
rachi, South Africa’s right-hand batter Rassie van der 
Dussen said that the ongoing marquee event will possibly 
be the last major ICC tournament of his cricketing career. 
The Proteas will lock horns with the Jos Buttler-led 
side in their last group stage match of the competi-
tion at the National Stadium in Karachi on Saturday. 
“It’s definitely a possibility that it’s my last ICC tourna-
ment. 

I ’m not  saying that  with any preconceived 
ideas that I’ll  call time on it,  or management 
will call time on my career. It’s just the real-
ity,” van der Dussen said, as quoted by ESPNcricinfo. 
Further, the experienced cricketer said that for him, playing 
for his country has always been his biggest and only goal. 
“My ultimate goal has always been to play for the Proteas. 
People are asking me, Are you going to play leagues after-
wards? I don’t know. I don’t know if the prospect of not 
playing for the Proteas goes away, I’ll have that hunger to 
play in the leagues. 
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Jos Buttler steps down as 
England white-ball captain 
after CT debacle

Toughest bowler to keep wicket to: KL Rahul on Shami

CT 2025: Australia enter 
semifinals after washout 
against AfghanistanTeam India aims to continue their strong performance in the CT 2025 tournament

However, Shafali 
ruined the MI 
skipper’s blueprint 
by launching two 
towering sixes to 
push Delhi closer to 
victory. 

Speaking to reporters, Bracewell noted 
that the wickets have shown signs 
of assisting spin, making it crucial 
for the team to adjust quickly.
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