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changing world order

n Ukraine and its al-
lies are concerned 
Trump is pushing 
for a quick ceasefire 
that will favour Rus-
sia, which Kyiv says 
cannot be trusted to 
honour truces.

n The pause in US aid 
isn’t expected to have 
an immediate impact 
on the battlefield

n US-made Patriot air 
defense missile sys-
tems, for example, 
are a pivotal part of 
protecting Ukraine

n Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov 
said Washington’s 
decision could act 
as a spur to a peace 
agreement.

n If the U.S. suspends 
these supplies, it will 

make the best contri-
bution to peace.

n Russia will likely 
try to use the halt in 
supplies to extend its 
territorial gains and 
strengthen its posi-
tion in prospective 
peace talks.

n The chief of the Eu-
ropean Union’s ex-
ecutive proposed an 
800 billion euro ($841 
billion) plan to bol-
ster defenses of EU 
nations and provide 
Ukraine with military 
muscle.

China on Tuesday said it is 
imposing tariffs as much as 
15 per cent on a range of food 
imports from the United 
States as Donald Trump-
imposed latest tariffs came 
into force on Tuesday.

China’s finance ministry 
announced 15 per cent tar-
iffs on imports of chicken, 
wheat, corn and cotton 

from the United States, as 
well as 10 per cent tariffs on 
imports of “sorghum, soy-
beans, pork, beef, aquatic 
products, fruits, vegetables, 
and dairy products,” Chi-
nese state media said.

Further, China has also 
added several US firms to its 
“unreliable entity or export 
control lists.”

On Monday, the United 
States announced that it 
would impose an additional 

10 per cent tariff on all prod-
ucts imported to the US 
from China, effective from 
March 4. This follows an 
additional 10 per cent tar-
iffs imposed by the United 
States on products imported 
from China in February this 
year.

China’s Customs Tariff 
Commission of the State 
Council said that an addi-
tional 15 per cent tariff will 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said that MSMEs play 
a transformative role in the 
economic growth of India. 
Government is committed 
to nurturing and strength-
ening this sector, during his 
virtual address at the Post 
Budget Webinar 2025 on 
Tuesday.

To further streamline reg-
ulations, the Prime Minister 
announced the formation of 
a committee to review regu-
lations in the non-financial 
sector. “A decision has also 
been taken to constitute a 
committee to review regu-
lations in the non-financial 
sector. We aim to make 
them modern, flexible, and 
people-friendly. The indus-
try will play a crucial role in 

this exercise.”
He stated, “Today, the 

country has been witness-
ing an unprecedented con-
sistency in government poli-
cies for over a decade. Over 
the past 10 years, India has 
demonstrated its commit-
ment to continuous re-
forms, financial discipline, 
transparency, and inclusive 
growth.’

He added, “The assur-
ance of consistency and 
reforms has brought a new 
sense of confidence within 
our industry. I assure every 

stakeholder associated with 
manufacturing and exports 
that this continuity will re-
main steadfast in the years 
to come.”

He further assured the in-
dustry of the government’s 
dedication to ensuring pol-
icy continuity, particularly 
for manufacturing and ex-
ports, “The assurance of 
consistency and reforms 
has brought a new sense 
of confidence within our 
industry. I assure every 
stakeholder associated with 

manufacturing and exports 
that this continuity will re-
main steadfast in the years 
to come.”

Highlighting India’s grow-
ing global economic stature, 
PM Modi remarked, “Today, 
every country in the world 
wants to strengthen its eco-
nomic partnership with 
India. Our manufacturing 
sector must step forward 
to maximize the benefits of 
this partnership.”

Reaffirming the gov-
ernment’s efforts toward 
self-reliance, he said, “We 
have advanced the vision 
of Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
and accelerated the pace of 
reforms. Our efforts have 
minimized the economic 
impact of COVID-19, help-
ing India emerge as one of 
the fastest-growing econo-
mies.”

days after clash 
with Zelenskyy 
trump pauses aid 
to ukraine

Punjab cracks down on 
farmers a day after talks

China slaps reciprocal duty 

Panel soon to review the non-financial 
sector regulations, assures PM Modi

US President Donald 
Trump has paused 
military aid to 

Ukraine after the Oval Office 
clash with Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
last week, Fox News has 
reported.

According to Fox News, 
the Trump administration 
is pausing all aid to Ukraine, 
including weapons in transit 
or in Poland, until Ukrainian 
leaders show more apprecia-
tion for the US support and a 
commitment to peace.

A senior Trump adminis-
tration official told Fox News 
that military aid will remain 
on hold until Ukrainian lead-
ers show a commitment to 
good faith peace negotia-
tions.
“This is not permanent ter-
mination of aid, it’s a pause,” 
a senior Trump adminis-
tration official emphasized. 

“The orders are going out 
right now.”

Last week, during media 
interaction with Ukraine 
President at the Oval Office 

, Trump used some strong 
words, telling the visiting 
leader that Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy “does not have the 
cards” and is not “acting 
thankful” for the support 
the United States has pro-

vided to Ukraine in its war 
with Russia, which began in 
February 2022.

The two leaders had an ex-
change in an explosive press 
conference with the Ukrai-
nian President emphasising 
the need of security guaran-
tees and noting that the Rus-

sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin had continued with his 
actions against his country 
even during Trump’s first 
term as President.

US Vice President JD 
Vance also expressed his 
disapproval of Zelenskyy’s 

Ahead of their planned 
protest in Chandigarh on 
March 5, several Samyukta 
Kisan Morcha (SKM) lead-
ers were detained in early 
morning raids at their resi-
dences on Tuesday. 

Punjab Police conducted 
midnight raids at various 
locations. Several farmer 
leaders, including Balbir 
Singh Rajewal, were de-
tained, while Kisan Maz-
door Morcha (KMM) lead-
er Dilbag Singh Gill was 

placed under house arrest. 
The police also visited the 

residence of Joginder Singh 
Ugrahan, president of the 

Bharatiya Kisan Union 
(Ekta Ugrahan), in Sangrur, 
but he was not found. 

In response to the police 
action, SKM has called 

for an emergency meeting 
in Ludhiana, reaffirming 
their plan to proceed with 
the protest in Chandigarh 
on March 5.  

Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann denounced the pro-
testing farmer unions, say-
ing they have turned Pun-
jab into a “state of dharnas” 
and caused huge losses to it.

Speaking to reporters in 
the Kharar tehsil office in 
Mohali, Mann said he had 
categorically told the farm-
er bodies that they should 
not remain under the im-

agencies
Washington

Taruni gandhi
Chandigarh

Maharashtra minister 
Dhananjay Munde resigned 
from the cabinet on Tues-
day, days after his close aide 
Walmik Karad was named as 
the mastermind in the mur-
der of a village sarpanch and 
three months after the new 
Mahayuti government as-
sumed office.

In a post on X, Munde also 
mentioned that he has sub-
mitted his resignation as 
state minister due to health 
concerns and medical advice 
“as well”.

The pressure on Munde 
(49), who held the the food, 
civil supplies and consumer 
protection portfolios in the 
BJP-led Mahayuti govern-

ment, to resign mounted af-
ter gory photos and videos of 
Deshmukh surfaced, reveal-
ing the brutalities committed 

before the murder. The pho-
tos and videos, attached to a 
CID chargesheet filed in the 
case, went viral and sparked 
a state-wide outrage.

The NCP strongman said 
it has been his demand from 
the very first day that the ac-
cused in Beed Sarpanch mur-
der case should get harshest 
punishment.

“My firm demand from the 
very first day has been that 
the accused in the brutal 
murder of the late Santosh 
Deshmukh from Massajog in 
Beed district should receive 
the harshest possible pun-

Munde quits amid row 
over sarpanch’s murder

 Kyiv expresses alarm, apprehension
 European allies stress support
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‘Will make 
landfill sites 
green land’

Tehsildars go on mass 
leave, Mann says won’t 
bow down before corrupt

agencies
Beijing
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday visited 
Vantara, the world’s larg-
est wildlife research centre 
in Gujarat’s Jamnagar, and 
praised the wildlife conser-
vation initiative, calling it a 
vibrant example of India’s 
centuries-old ethos of pro-
tecting all living beings.

PM Modi inaugurated 
the unique wildlife conser-
vation, rescue and reha-
bilitation project in Gujarat 
and commended the ef-
forts of Anant Ambani and 

his entire team for their 
dedication to the welfare of 
animals and the compas-
sionate work in rescuing 
and rehabilitating animals.

“Inaugurated Vantara, 
a unique wildlife conser-
vation, rescue and reha-
bilitation initiative, which 
provides a safe haven for 
animals while promoting 
ecological sustainability 
and wildlife welfare. I com-
mend Anant Ambani and 
his entire team for this very 
compassionate effort. An 
effort like Vantara is truly 
commendable, a vibrant ex-
ample of our centuries old 

ethos of protecting those 
we share our planet with,” 
posted PM Modi on X.

During his visit, PM Modi 
shared glimpses of the 
initiative, which provides 

a safe haven for injured, 
abandoned, or abused 
animals, while promoting 

wildlife welfare and eco-
logical balance.

Among the various ani-

mals at Vantara, the Prime 
Minister highlighted a case 
of an elephant that had 
been a victim of an acid at-
tack, noting that the animal 
was being treated with the 
utmost care.

PM Modi also spoke 
about other elephants, one 
of which was blinded by its 
own Mahout, while anoth-
er was struck by a speed-
ing truck. He questioned 
the cruelty and negligence 
shown toward these ani-
mals, calling for an end to 
such irresponsibility and 
urging kindness toward all 
creatures.

“At Vantara, I saw an el-
ephant which was the vic-
tim of an acid attack. The 
elephant was being treated 
with utmost care. There 
were other elephants too, 
which were blinded and 
that too ironically by their 
Mahout. Another elephant 
was hit by a speeding 
truck. This underscores an 
important question - how 
can people be so careless 
and cruel? Let us put an 
end to such irresponsibil-
ity and focus on kindness 
towards animals,” posted 
PM on X.

Let’s focus on kindness towards animals, says PM Modi as he inaugurates Vantara
Tdg neTwork 
neW delhi
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hostage deal needed to 
extend gaZa ceasefire: israel 
fighting in gaZa halted
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nitish, tejashwi spar in house 
over Bihar cm remarks on 
lalu’s political career

P M Modi nudges 
industry to identify 
products that can 

be made in India to 
meet global demand.

NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta on 
Tuesday said that the Lieu-
tenant Governor had been 
closely overseeing the land-
fill project for the past few 
months, with significant ef-
forts from the central gov-
ernment. She highlighted 
that the removed waste was 
being repurposed for NHAI 
projects and DDA ground 
levelling, adding that the 
Delhi government aims to 
transform the site into green 
land within a year.

Taking a tough and un-
precedented stance against 
the agitating Tehsildars, 
the Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Singh Mann on 
Tuesday said that the state 
government will not bow 
before corrupt officers, who 
are facing Police action for 
their sins.  

The Chief Minister, who 
undertook a whirlwind 
tour to get the work of reg-
istration started at Kharar, 
Banur and Zirakpur teh-

sils, said that the revenue 
officers had gone on mass 
leave in the wake of vigilance 
action. He said the AAP gov-
ernment has zero tolerance 
for corruption. Mann said 
blackmailing will not be tol-

His close aide 
was named the 

mastermind 
behind murder 
of a sarpanch

king kohli powers 
india to final

rePort P16

AustrAliA: 
264 all out 
in 49.3 overs 
(Travis Head 
39; Steve Smith 
73, Alex Carey 
61; Mohammed 
Shami 3/48, 
Ravindra Jadeja 
2/40, Varun 
Chakravarthy 

2/49).
indiA: 267/6 
in 48.1 
overs (Virat 
Kohli 84, 
Shreyas Iyer 
45; Adam 
Zampa 
2/60).
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SKM condeMnS Punjab 
Police actionS, callS 
Move ‘dictatorial’

Sad SlaMS Mann govt 
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The Bihar assembly wit-
nessed a verbal exchange 
between Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar and 
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav 
during Kumar’s post-bud-
get speech on Tuesday. In 
his speech, Kumar asserted 
that he played a “key role” 
in shaping the political ca-
reer of Tejashwi’s father, 
former Bihar CM Lalu 
Prasad Yadav.
As Kumar was making 
his speech, Tejashwi inter-
rupted him, over which Ku-
mar said, “What was there 
in Bihar earlier? It was me 
who made your father what 
he became. Even the people 
from your caste questioned 
me on why I was support-
ing him, but I still did”

Earlier, Bihar BJP President 
Sanjay Jaiswal, during his 
address, praised the state 
budget and said that new 
projects in infrastructure 
and Airports will give a 
new direction to the state’s 
development under the 
NDA.
Sanjay Jaiswal said, “The 
budget is historic. During 
Lalu Prasad Yadav’s tenure, 
the budget cost would be Rs 

30000 crores, and today, 
after 20 years, the budget 
cost is Rs 3 lakh crores. New 
projects on infrastructure 
and the Airport will give a 
new direction to the devel-
opment of the state under 
NDA.”
Reacting to the criticism of 
the RJD leaders, he said that 
Tejashwi Yadav “does not 
read the budget, nor does 
he understand it.”

Delhi’s Patiala House Court 
on Tuesday granted six days 
custody of Social Demo-
cratic Party of India (SDPI) 
national president, MK Faizy 
to ED to interrogate him in a 
money laundering case.

Special judge Chander Jit 
Singh granted the six days 
custody of Faizy to Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED). He 
is to be produced before the 
court on Monday after the 
expiry of the custody re-
mand.

The court has directed the 
ED to take care of his medi-
cine and take care if he ob-
serve ramzan. His cousnsel 
is allowed to have legal meet-
ing for 15 minutes.

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) had sought 10 days 

of Faizy’s custody to interro-
gate him about the proceeds 
of the crime, the funding, 
and the money trail.

Special public prosecutor 
(SPP) Simon Benjamin and 
Naveen Kumar Matta ap-
peared for ED.

It is alleged that there was 
a fund transfer to SDPI from 
the PFI. ED said he had been 
a member of the PFI since its 
inception. In 2009, he start-

ed SDPI.
He is required to be inter-

rogated in relation to three 
statements.

ED arrested MK Faizy at 
Indira Gandhi Airport while 
he was on the way to Delhi 
from Kochi.

“There is proceed of crime 
in crores, fundraising, etc”, 
the ED submitted.

ED sought 10 days’ cus-
tody of M K Faizy to interro-
gate him. An investigation 
is pending regarding the 
money trail.

The agency has alleged that 
SDPI is the political front of 
the banned organisation 
PFI.

Documentary evidence is 
to be confronted to him, ED 
said.Advocate Satyakam, 
along with Saipan Dastgir 
Shaikh, appeared for Faizy 
and opposed ED’s plea.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday met Prin-
cess Astrid of Belgium and 
said he looked forward to 
unlocking opportunities 
through new partnerships 
between the two countries in 
various sectors.

PM Modi also appreciated 
Princess Adrid’s initiative 
to lead a 300-member Eco-

nomic Mission to India.
In a post on X, he said, 

“Pleased to meet HRH Prin-
cess Astrid of Belgium. Deep-
ly appreciate her initiative to 
lead a 300-member Econom-
ic Mission to India. Look for-
ward to unlocking limitless 
opportunities for our people 
through new partnerships in 
trade, technology, defence, 
agriculture, life sciences, in-
novation, skilling and aca-
demic exchanges.”

Earlier, EAM S Jaishan-
kar met Princess Astrid of 
Belgium on Monday, and af-
firmed confidence that her 
visit will foster greater col-
laborations for their ties.

In a post on X, the EAM 
wrote, “Delighted to meet 
Princess Astrid of Belgium, 
leading an economic mis-
sion to India. Confident that 
her visit will foster greater 
collaborations for a stronger 
India - Belgium and India - 

EU partnership.”
Princess Astrid, the sec-

ond child of King Albert II 
and Queen Paola and sister 
to King Philippe, leads Bel-
gium’s economic missions 
as representative of the King. 
According to a statement 
from the Belgian Monarchy, 
these missions contribute to 
the development of economic 
and trade relations between 
Belgium and its regions and 
numerous foreign partners.

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
MLAs staged a protest out-
side the Bihar Legislative 
Assembly on Tuesday. They 
alleged that nothing was an-
nounced for the unemployed, 
youth, farmers and women in 
the budget. RJD leaders were 
seen carrying lollipops and 
toys in their hands.

RJD leader Bhai Virendra 
said, “We conducted a survey 
for caste census and based on 
that, we had given 75 percent 
reservations. It was not in-
cluded in the ninth schedule. 
We demand that the govern-
ment include it in the Ninth 
Schedule and provide partici-
pation based on number. This 
double-engine government 
is only cheating the public. 
In the name of Budget, they 
have given toy in the hands of 
people. Nothing was done for 

the unemployed, youth, farm-
ers and women. The budget 
has been announced keeping 
elections in the mind.”

RJD MLA Mukesh Raushan 
said that currently, there are 
two deputy Chief Ministers in 
the state, but people are get-
ting nothing.

He said, “The youth of Bihar 
want jobs, women want Rs 
2500 in their bank accounts, 
200 units of free electricity, 
but did anyone get anything? 
They have handed a lollipop 

and ‘jhunhuna’ to the youth. 
What is CM Nitish Kumar 
doing for youths who are 
migrating to other states for 
jobs? In the last 20 years, Nit-
ish Kumar has given a lollipop 
in the hands of the people.”

RJD leader Vijay Samrat 
said that there is nothing 
for the people in the budget, 
and the state government has 
given a toy in the hands of 
people. Union Minister Giri-
raj Singh on Tuesday praised 
the Bihar Budget for 2025-26 

and said it is for the devel-
opment of all sections, and 
added that sports, college, and 
medical facilities will be avail-
able in all blocks. “This bud-
get is for the development of 
all sections... Sports, college, 
and medical facilities will be 
available in all blocks. In this 
budget, scholarships for SC/
ST children have been dou-
bled. This budget is a budget 
for all-around development,” 
Singh said. Bihar’s govern-
ment on Monday unveiled a 
Rs 3.17 lakh crore budget for 
the financial year 2025-26, 
marking a significant 13.6 
per cent increase from the 
previous year’s Rs 2.79 lakh 
crore allocation. This budget, 
presented by Deputy Chief 
Minister and Finance Minis-
ter Samrat Choudhary, holds 
special significance as it’s the 
ruling government’s last bud-
get before the state elections 
later this year.

The Maha Kumbh in Praya-
graj has also impacted the 
election of the BJP’s National 
President. Due to the Kumbh, 
the organizational elections in 
Uttar Pradesh were delayed, 
and now it is expected that a 
decision regarding the new 
Uttar Pradesh President 
will be made after Holi this 
month. Meanwhile, the elec-
tion for the state president 
in Bihar was completed on 
Tuesday, with Dilip Jaiswal 
elected as the new president. 
So far, only 14 states have 
completed their BJP organi-
zational elections. With 36 
states needing to elect their 
state presidents, there is still 
a long way to go.

The election of the national 
president will begin only after 
elections in at least 18 states 
are concluded. BJP has an-
nounced that the National Ex-
ecutive and National Council 
meetings will take place in 

Bengaluru, Karnataka, be-
tween April 18th and 20th. 
During this time, the election 
for the new national presi-
dent will be held, replacing 
current president JP Nadda. 
Before this, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and RSS 
chief Mohan Bhagwat will 
have a final meeting to decide 
on the new president, which 
is likely to occur after Holi.

An important meeting of 
the RSS is also scheduled for 
the third week of this month, 
which may help finalize the 
decision. Several prominent 
names are being discussed 
for the post of national presi-

dent, including Union Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan, 
Bhupendra Yadav, Shivraj 
Singh Chauhan, Manohar 
Lal Khattar, G Kishan Reddy, 
and D Purandeswari from 
the South. However, the 
name for the president will 
only be announced after the 
completion of the state elec-
tions.

The BJP had originally 
planned to complete its or-
ganizational elections in 
January, but they were re-
peatedly postponed. Even in 
Hindi-speaking states, like 
Uttar Pradesh, elections were 
delayed, and this has caused 

confusion within the party. 
The election in Bihar was fi-
nally held on Tuesday, but the 
situation remains unclear in 
states like Madhya Pradesh. 
The delay in Uttar Pradesh 
is particularly significant 
because it would have sent 
the wrong message if the na-
tional president election pro-
ceeded without completing 
the state elections, especially 
in such an important state.
The delay in Uttar Pradesh’s 
elections was mainly due to 
the Maha Kumbh, which had 
been a major focus for Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath.  
The Kumbh was completed 
successfully with minimal 
issues, earning praise world-
wide for its organization. 
Now that the Kumbh has 
concluded, the party’s focus 
has shifted back to complet-
ing the organizational elec-
tions, and it is expected that 
all remaining state elections, 
including those in Uttar 
Pradesh, will be completed 
by the end of this month.

BJP set to announce new national president after April 18 Nothing for unemployed, youth, farmers, 
women: RJD MLAs protest over Bihar Budget 
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CEC directs officials 
to hold all-party meet 
regularly to resolve issues

Chief Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar on 
Tuesday directed officials to 
be approachable and respon-
sive to political parties, and 
all-party meetings at all statu-
tory levels be held regularly to 
resolve any issues within the 
existing statutory framework 
by the concerned competent 
authority.

The Election Commission 
on Tuesday kicked off a two-
day conference of CEOs of all 
States and Union Territories 
at New Delhi. This is the first 
such conference to be held 
since Gyanesh Kumar as-
sumed charge as CEC.

ECI in an official statement 
said that CEC and ECs Sukhbir 
Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi 
interacted with CEOs on a se-
ries of topics that will pave the 
way for improvements in elec-
tion management in the coun-
try within the established legal 
framework. In his address, 
CEC Gyanesh Kumar exhorted 
all officials including all CEOs, 
DEOs, EROs, BLOs across the 
country to work transparently 
and fulfill all statutory obliga-
tions diligently and as per the 
existing legal framework i.e. 
the RP Act 1950 and 1951; Reg-
istration of Elector Rules 1960, 
Conduct of Election Rules 1961 

and the instructions issued by 
ECI from time to time.

He directed officials to be ap-
proachable and responsive to 
political parties. He added that 
all party meetings at all statu-
tory levels be held regularly to 
resolve any issues within the 
existing statutory framework 
by the concerned competent 
authority, i.e. ERO or DEO, or 
CEO. The issue-wise action 
taken report by each CEO is 
to be submitted by March 31, 
2025, to their concerned DEC, 
it said. He emphasized that 
all CEOs, DEOs, ROs, EROs, 
should be thorough with their 
roles and responsibilities, as 
clearly delineated within the 
statute and ECI instructions. 
He added that officials should 
ensure that all citizens of India 
who are above 18 years of age 
are registered as electors as per 
Article 325 and Article 326 of 
the Constitution. 
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Senior Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD) leader Bikram Singh 
Majithia today demanded 
the immediate release of 
farmer leaders who had 
been arrested at the instance 
of chief minister Bhagwant 
Mann besides asking the 
chief minister to apologize 
to the leaders for threatening 
and misbehaving with them 
during an official meeting 
yesterday.

Expressing shock at the 
manner in which leaders of 
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha, 
who had been invited for 
talks by the chief minister 
yesterday were being treat-
ed, Mr Bikram Majithia said 
“Mr Bhagwant Mann threat-
ened the Kisan leaders with 
dire consequences when he 
was reminded of the prom-
ises he had made to farmers 
before assuming charge as 
chief minister in 2022”. He 
said this was followed up 
with raids and arrests of 
Kisan leaders in a pre-dawn 
swoop today in a bid to foil 
the March 5 Andolan an-
nounced by them.

Asserting that the chief 
minister’s consistent er-
ratic behaviour was spoil-
ing the image of Punjab and 
Punjabis, Mr Majithia said 
“recently during a visit to 
Hoshiarpur the chief min-
ister misbehaved with an 
IPS officer besides speak-
ing rudely with the Deputy 
Commissioner. His earlier 
acts of instability are well 
documented including his 
drunken antics onboard a 
Lufthansa plane from which 
he was deboarded”.

Reminding Mann about 
the promises made by him 
to farmers, the Akali leader 
said “Mann assured farmers 
and farm labourers that the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 

would remodel farm poli-
cies to ensure no farm sui-
cide occurred in the State. 
He also assured farmers 
that farm income would be 
doubled and that his gov-
ernment would implement 
the Swaminathan Report 
whether the centre did that 
or not. Farmers were also as-
sured that every crop would 
be procured by the State on 
minimum support price”. 
Asserting that the chief min-
ister had reneged on each 
and every promise made 
to the farmers, Mr Majithia 
said “when he was reminded 
of these promises he started 
threatening the farmers and 
walked out of the meeting 
rather than face them”.

SAD slams Mann govt over 
pre-dawn swoop on farmers
tdG network 
ChanDigarh, Demands immediate release of leaders, calls for massive protest on March 5

The Samyukt Kisan 
Morcha (SKM) has 
c o n d e m n e d  t h e 

Punjab government’s mid-
night crackdown on farmer 
leaders, calling it a dictato-
rial move to suppress their 
democratic right to protest.

The farmers’ body has 
even warned Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Chief 
Ministers following author-
itarian practices that police 
action will not weaken their 
struggle for key demands 
like legal guarantee of Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP) 
and repeal of National Policy 
Framework on Agricultural 
Marketing (NPFAM) and a 
comprehensive loan waiver. 
Several farmer leaders were 
“detained” or put under 
“house arrest” after early 
Tuesday morning “raids” 
at their residences by the 
Punjab police ahead of their 
planned protest in Chandi-
garh on March 5.

The farmer leaders alleged 
that on the intervening night 
of March 3 and 4, the Punjab 
Police, acting on Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann’s in-
structions, raided the hous-
es of farmer leaders and took 
several into custody. Among 

those arrested is octogenar-
ian leader Balbir Singh 
Rajewal, along with Ruldu 
Singh Mansa, Jangveer 
Singh Chouhan, Gurmeet 
Singh Bhatiwal, Nachhatar 
Singh Jaiton, Veerpal Singh 
Dhillon, Binder Singh Gole-

wal, Gurnam Bhikhi, and 
Harmesh Singh Dhesi.

According to farmer lead-
ers the police also raided the 
residences of senior farmer 
leaders Joginder Singh 
Ugrahan, Raminder Singh 
Patiala, Buta Singh Burjgill, 

Harinder Singh Lokhowal, 
Satnam Singh Ajnala, Gur-
meet Singh Mehma, and 
Rajinder Singh Deep Singh 
Wala.

The raids were followed 
as a meeting between Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
and farmer leaders associat-
ed with the  SKM remained 
inconclusive and the farmer 
leaders appreciated Punjab 
government for passing a 
resolution in the Punjab As-
sembly against the NPFAM. 
However, when farmer 
leaders insisted on their 
long-standing demands—
including legal MSP and 
a loan waiver—the CM 
abruptly ended the meeting 
and walked out.

Following the police crack-
down, SKM has called upon 
farmers across Punjab to 
participate in the “Pakka 
Morcha” in Chandigarh on 
March 5  and to organize 
massive village-level cam-
paigns against the Punjab 
government’s actions.

SKM condeMnS Punjab Police actionS 
on farMerS, callS Move 'dictatorial'
NEERAJ MOHAN
ChanDigarh ‘Action will not weAken protest’

n The farmer leaders alleged that on the intervening night of March 3 and 4, 
the Punjab Police, acting on Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann’s instructions, 
raided the houses of farmer leaders and took several into custody.

n The farmers’ body has even warned Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief 
Ministers following authoritarian practices that police action will not weaken 
their struggle for key demands

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Princess Astrid of 
Belgium, in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI
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After Karnataka Deputy 
Chief Minister DK Shiva-
kumar blamed the previous 
Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment for pending bills of 
contractors in the state, BJP 
MLA Basangouda Patil Yat-
nal on Tuesday said that the 
contractors in the state are in 
a “bad state”, and are “com-
mitting suicide.”

“Contractors are in a very 
bad state right now in Karna-
taka and are committing sui-
cide. The government is not 

paying the Contractors. They 
are supporting Andhra’s 
Contractors,” the BJP said.

Yatnal also attacked the 
Karnataka government, say-
ing that no guarantees are 
being fulfilled by the state 
government.

“Budget will stay merely 
a book... No guarantees are 
being fulfilled by the state 
government... The economic 
state of Karnataka is very bad 
and hence we don’t have any 
expectation from the bud-
get,” he said.This comes after 
DK Shivakumar blamed the 
previous BJP government for 

the issue of the large backlog 
of unpaid contractor bills in 
the state.

“The association had met 
with him, urging the govern-
ment to clear the outstand-
ing payments,” the Deputy 
CM had said.Shivakumar 
acknowledged the challenge, 
noting that during the previ-
ous BJP government, signifi-
cant work worth over Rs 1.25 
lakh crore was initiated, but 
the state’s budget allocation 
for capital work is only Rs 
16,000 crore.

The Karnataka Legislature 
session began on Monday, 

with Speaker UT Khader, 
Council Chairman Basavaraj 
Horatti, Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, and Deputy CM 
DK Shivakumar extending a 
warm welcome to Governor 
Thaawarchand Gehlot upon 
his arrival at Vidhana Soudha 
to participate in the proceed-
ings.Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah previously said that 
the previous BJP government 
did not achieve any progress; 
they just “looted,” adding 
that the Congress govern-
ment implemented guarantee 
schemes along with develop-
ment programmes.

Shiv Sena UBT leader Aad-
itya Thackeray on Tuesday 
said that the resignation of 
Dhananjay Munde as Ma-
harashtra Minister is not 
enough and that the Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis-led government should 
be dismissed claiming that 
the law and order has de-
teriorated in the state over 
the past few years.

Addressing reporters, 
Thackeray said, “Mere 
resignation is not enough. 
This government should be 
dismissed. In the past two 
and a half, three years, law 
and order in Maharashtra 
has deteriorated. Some-
times a woman is raped ... 
what kind of law and order 
and system is this? If no ac-
tion is taken and the gov-
ernment is not dismissed, 
then who would like to 
invest in Maharashtra? 
Neither women nor men 
are safe in this State. This 
is a matter of all residents 
of the State and not just 
one person.”

Reiterating his demands, 
the Sena UBT leader fur-

ther demanded the pub-
lic hanging of the prime 
accused in the case of 
the murder of Beed dis-
trict sarpanch Santosh 
Deshmukh.

“A resignation won’t 
work, chargesheet should 
be amended, case should 
be in fast track court and 
the most important thing 
is that the prime accused 
who committed the crime, 
should be hanged pub-
licly,” Aaditya Thackeray 
said.

Meanwhile NCP-SCP 
MLA Rohit Pawar said that 
the movement for justice 
for Santosh Deshmukh, 
the sarpanch of Massajog 

village in Beed district, led 
to this outcome.

“Common people and the 
Deshmukh family were 
fighting for justice for San-
tosh Deshmukh. This is a 
result of that. The govern-
ment delayed it, but ulti-
mately took his (Dhanan-
jay Munde’s) resignation,” 
Pawar said.He further 
demanded that Munde be 
made a co-accused in the 
case and called for a fair 
probe. “But we would also 
like to say that he should 
be made a co-accused in 
this murder case, and an 
inquiry should be done in 
a transparent manner,” he 
added.

The Congress party is trying 
hard to strengthen its orga-
nizational structure in order 
to gain its foothold again. 
Amid continuous defeats, 
setbacks, and alleged faction-
alism, Congress has decided 
to hold an All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) meet-
ing after 11 years. The last 
such meeting took place in 
Delhi, six months before the 
2014 general elections. Since 
then, though Congress or-
ganized a Sankalp Shivir in 
2022, no AICC meeting was 
convened. New members of 
the AICC were elected dur-

ing the Congress President 
elections in 2022, but a for-
mal meeting of the commit-
tee had not been called until 
now. The upcoming AICC 
meeting, scheduled for April 
8th and 9th in Ahmedabad, 
is seen as crucial for address-
ing internal concerns.

The upcoming AICC meet-
ing of Congress, scheduled 
for April 8th and 9th in 
Ahmedabad, is being viewed 
as crucial for the party. The 
meeting is taking place at 
a time when the Congress 
faces questions about its 
organizational strength af-

ter several setbacks in state 
elections. The party’s recent 
defeats in Haryana, Maha-
rashtra, and Delhi, where 
it failed to improve its posi-
tion for the third consecutive 
time, have raised concerns. 
These losses came after the 
party had seemed to make 
a comeback by securing 99 
seats in the 2024 general 
elections, but the subsequent 
defeats returned it to its pre-
vious position.

In response to these set-
backs, the party held a meet-
ing of general secretaries last 
month, where it was decided 
that the AICC meeting would 
be convened after discussing 
strategies to strengthen the 

organization. The official an-
nouncement for the upcom-
ing meeting was made by Or-
ganization General Secretary 
KC Venugopal on Tuesday.

The Congress is facing a 
tough challenge, especially 
with important state elec-
tions coming up. Bihar is set 
to hold elections later this 
year, and states like Kerala 
and Assam will go to the 
polls next year. In light of 
these challenges, the party 
has started a series of meet-
ings to strategize for these 
elections. However, the big-
ger concern remains how to 
win with a weak organiza-
tional structure and ongoing 
factionalism.

 In Kerala, for instance, 
there is a divide as Shashi 
Tharoor wants to be the CM 
face, while in Karnataka, 
supporters of Deputy CM D 
Shivakumar are pushing for 
the CM position. By holding 
the meeting in Gujarat, the 
home state of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Congress 
aims to energize its workers 
and send a message that Ra-
hul Gandhi is an accepted 
leader, just as was done dur-
ing the Udaipur Sankalp 
camp in 2022. The Udaipur 
camp laid the foundation for 
the Bharat Jodo Abhiyan, 
and now, in Ahmedabad, 
the focus will shift to the “Jai 
Samvidhan” initiative.

Following the uproar over 
his “nuts and bolts” com-
ment on Karnataka actors, 
Karnataka Deputy Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar 
stated on Tuesday that he is 
“not a God” and will rectify 
his comments, in case he has 
done anything wrong.

This comes after the 
Karnataka Deputy CM 
slammed the film fraternity 

at the inauguration of the 
Bengaluru International 
Film Festival, for low turn-
out of the actors and said he 
knows “how to tighten the 
nuts and bolts” of these ac-

tors.
“We may not be right and 

polished...let me rectify it. I 
am not God, so if I have done 
anything wrong, I will rec-
tify it, but I am speaking in 
the best interest of the (film) 
industry. I am also from the 
industry...I have an interest 
in this industry,” Shivaku-
mar told reporters here.

“We conducted the Inter-
national Film Festival in 
Bengaluru, and next year, 
I am planning to organise 

IFFA (International Indian 
Film Academy Awards) in 
Bengaluru,” he added.

Shivakumar’s remarks 
drew a lot of flak from the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
which accused the Deputy 
CM of ‘threatening’ actors.

BJP leader CN Ashwath 
Narayan condemned the 
statement, and alleged that 
the Congress government 
in Karnataka is asking the 
artists to be part of the Con-
gress campaign.

Kerala LoP and Congress 
leader VD Satheesan criti-
cized the LDF government 
over ASHA workers’ protest, 
accusing it of failing to fulfill 
its Rs 21,000 honorarium 
promise. He slammed the 
government’s “negative atti-
tude” and alleged attempts to 
“abuse” protesting women. 
With ASHA workers strik-
ing for 22 days, he reiterated 
Congress’s support, citing 
their heavy workload and 
inadequate Rs7,000 state 
honorarium.

Speaking to reporters, Sath-
eesan said, “We brought up 
the matter of Asha workers, 
who have been striking in 
front of the secretariat for the 
last 22 days. Their demand 

is an increase in the hono-
rarium. They have been get-
ting only Rs 7,000 from state 
honorarium. LDF had offered 
Rs 21,000 as Asha workers’ 
honorarium in their election 
manifesto. Unfortunately, 
the government is showing a 
negative attitude to this strike. 
They are trying to abuse the 
women who are striking...
we support Asha workers as 
their workload is very high...”

Earlier in the week, Con-
gress leader Priyanka Gan-

dhi Vadra criticised the 
Kerala government over the 
low honorarium of ASHA 
workers in the state, calling 
their ongoing protest a fight 
for ‘dignity and respect.’

“It is appalling that women 
who are the backbone of so-
ciety should have to beg for 
their rights like this. Instead 
of justice, all they have got 
from the Kerala government 
is apathy and attempts to 
silence them,” the Congress 
leader wrote in a post on X.

The Wayanad MP pointed 
out that while ASHA workers 
in Karnataka and Telangana 
receive higher wages, those 
in Kerala are paid a meagre 
Rs 7,000.

The Accredited Social 
Health Activist (ASHA) 
workers went on an indefinite 
strike against the Left Demo-
cratic Alliance (LDF) govern-
ment in Kerala, demanding 
better salaries.

Following the strike, se-
nior Congress leader KC 
Venugopal said that United 
Democratic Front (UDF) 
MPs would take the issue to 
Parliament.

He extended support to 
the protesting ASHA work-
ers and advised the Kerala 
government to shed its 
arrogance.”Their demands 
are just and fair. 

Kerala LoP slams LDF govt over ASHA 
workers’ protest over honorarium

Sack Fadnavis govt: Aaditya as Munde 
steps down over Sarpanch murder row

AICC to meet after 11 years: Cong seeks winning formula in Ahmedabad

SP leader remarks on Aurangzeb spark stir, Shinde Sena, BJP demand his suspension 
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BJP, Cong clash over contractor issue in Karnataka DKS' ‘nut and bolt’ comments on Karnataka 
actors spark uproar, says not God, will rectify

Amidst the uproar 
over Samajwadi 
Party MLA Abu 

Azmi’s remarks on Mu-
ghal Emperor Aurangzeb, 
Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde said 
that they have put forth their 
demand to suspend the latter 
from the House.

“We have condemned his 
statement. His statement will 
cost him, and the people of 
Maharashtra will not forgive 
him... He will be suspended; 
we have put forth our de-
mand to suspend him (from 
the House),” CM Shinde told 
reporters.

Earlier today, Abu Azmi 
said that his words had been 
twisted and that he was 
ready to take back his state-
ment and apologise if senti-
ments were hurt.

“My words have been 
twisted. I have said what 
historians and writers have 
claimed about Aurangzeb 
Rahmatullah Alaih,” Azmi 
said. “I have not made any 
derogatory comment about 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-

raj, Sambhaji Maharaj or any 
other great men - but still if 
anyone has been hurt by my 
statement, then I take back 
my words, my statement,” 
Azmi said in a video on his X.

The MLA and Samajwadi 
Party chief on Maharashtra 
also said that the issue was 
being politicised.

“The issue is being made 
a political issue, and I think 
that closing the budget ses-

sion of the Maharashtra Leg-
islative Assembly because of 
this is causing harm to the 
people of Maharashtra,” 
Azmi said.

Earlier, a zero FIR was reg-
istered against Azmi in the 
Naupada Police Station of 
Thane and was transferred 
to the Marine Drive police 
station in Mumbai in con-
nection with his remarks on 
Aurangzeb.

The FIR was lodged based 
on a complaint lodged 
by Shiv Sena MP Naresh 
Mhaske.

Azmi in his comments at 
an interaction with media-
persons in the Marine Drive 
area had stated that Aurang-
zeb was a good administra-
tor.

After the uproar over his 
remarks, Azmi defended 
his remarks regarding Au-

rangzeb, saying that the 
Mughal Emperor also de-
stroyed mosques along with 
temples.

Refuting the claims that 
Aurangzeb was “anti-Hin-
du”, Azmi stated that the 
emperor had 34 per cent of 
Hindus in his administra-
tion and many of his advi-
sors were Hindus. He fur-
ther added that there was 
no need to give a communal 
angle to the issue.

“If Aurangzeb had de-
stroyed temples, he also 
destroyed mosques. Had 
he been against Hindus, 34 
per cent of Hindus would 
not have been with him (in 
his administration), and his 
advisors would not have 
been Hindus. It is true that 
India was a golden sparrow 
during his rule. There is no 
need to give Hindu-Muslim 
angles to it,” Azmi said

The SP MLA further said 
that the struggle for power 
and property carried out 
by kings in the past “was 
not religious”. Azmi main-
tained that he hasn’t made 
any remarks against “Hindu 
brothers”.

sent our demand to suspend abu 
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Woman 
gangraped 
in Pune, 
two held

A Pune court has remanded 
two accused to police custody 
until March 7 for allegedly 
raping and robbing a 19-year-
old woman, police said.

According to the police, the 
accused, identified as Amol 
Pote (25) and Kishore Kale 
(29), allegedly raped and 
robbed a woman in Shirur 
taluka of Pune district on 
Saturday night. Police Inspec-
tor Mahadev Waghmode of 
Ranjangaon Police Station on 
Monday stated that the victim 
and her cousin were threat-
ened with a sharp knife by 
two accused who arrived on a 
scooter while they were talk-
ing at a secluded place.

TDG NETWORK
pune  

Karnataka Minister Priyank 
Kharge accused the Bharati-
ya Janata Party of spreading 
false information that the 
funds of Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes are 
being misused and diverted 
to other projects.

He asked the BJP to sub-
stantiate their allegations 
and demanded account-
ability from the previous 
government.

“BJP is spreading false in-
formation that the money 
of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes is being 
misused and the money is 
being diverted to other proj-
ects. They are not telling 
where and how it is being 
misused; they are not giving 
any clarification about it. 
They should answer about 
what they did when they 
were in power,” Kharge told 
reporters here. The Karna-

taka Minister alleged that 
the SCSP and TSP funds 
are being misused in the 
BJP-ruled states. He also ac-
cused the Madhya Pradesh 
government of missing 
money meant for tribals for 
cow shelters. “The previ-
ous BJP govt is on record in 
newspapers and the floor of 
the House that more than Rs 
10,000 crore (SCSP) Sched-
uled Caste Sub Plan, and 
(TSP) Tribal Sub Plan funds 
have been diverted and mis-
used. Just look at how funds 
are being used in other BJP-
ruled states. In Gujarat, they 

have made a movie about 
Vadnagar. In Maharashtra, 
they have used Rs 2000 
crores for farmer loan waiv-
ers. In Madhya Pradesh, 
they are using money meant 
for tribals for cow shelters.

Priyank Kharge also raised 
questions over the alleged 
mistreatment of Dalits in the 
BJP-ruled states.

“Are Dalits and Adivasis in 
BJP-ruled states worse than 
cows? Is protecting cows 
more important than pro-
tecting the dignity of Dalits 
and Adivasis? The central 
govt is using SCSP and TSP 
funds to give compensation 
to telecom service provid-
ers...Modi’s model of devel-
opment is clear - to leave 
out Dalits, Adivasis and SC/
ST,” he said. The Karnataka 
Budget session commenced 
on Monday. The BJP pro-
tested outside the assembly 
against the rise in the prices 
of electricity and milk and 
the MUDA scam. 

Home Minister Amit Shah 
will visit Tamil Nadu in the 
next two days, state BJP 
president K Annamalai an-
nounced on Tuesday.

“Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah will visit Tamil 
Nadu in 2 days. A lot of chang-
es may take place,” Annama-
lai said.

Shah’s visit comes amid 
the tussle between DMK-led 
Tamil Nadu and the BJP-led 
Centre over the three-lan-
guage policy and its appre-
hension regarding the delimi-
tation process.

Last month, at a BJP pro-
gramme in Coimbatore, Amit 
Shah asserted that the south-
ern states will not be disad-
vantaged by the delimitation 
process.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin has called an 
all-party meeting scheduled 
on March 5 to discuss the 
delimitation issue. The DMK 
has expressed concerns that 
the delimitation based on the 
population count in the up-
coming census will be disad-
vantageous for the southern 
States as it reduces the num-
ber or share of the Lok Sabha 
seats in the southern States.

'BJP spreading lie over SC/ST 
funds misuse by Karnataka'

Shah to visit Tamil Nadu in 
two days: State BJP chief 
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'ONLy sAID WhAT hIsTORIANs cLAIM'

n “I have not made any de-
rogatory comment about 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, 
Sambhaji Maharaj or any 
other great men - but still if 
anyone has been hurt by my 
statement, then I take back 
my words, my statement,” 
Azmi said in a video on his X.

n A zero FIR was registered 
against Azmi in the Naupada 
Police Station of Thane and 
was transferred to the Ma-
rine Drive police station in 
Mumbai in connection with 
his remarks on Aurangzeb.

KC Venugopal reviews preparations for Ahmedabad AICC meet.
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ishment. Seeing the photos 
that came up yesterday has 
deeply pained my heart,” he 
said.

“The investigation of this 
case has been completed, 
and the chargesheet has 
been filed in the court. Ad-
ditionally, a judicial inquiry 
has also been proposed. 
Recalling my sense of dis-
cernment and considering 
that my health has not been 
well for the past few days, the 
doctors have advised me to 
undergo treatment for the 
next few days. Therefore, 

for medical reasons as well, 
I have submitted my resig-
nation from my ministerial 
position in the cabinet to the 
Chief Minister,” the NCP 
MLA added on X.

Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis 
accepted Munde’s resigna-
tion and forwarded it to the 
Governor for further action.

Speaking on the resig-
nation Maharashtra CM 
Devendra Fadnavis said, 
“Maharashtra Minister 
Dhananjay Munde has ten-
dered his resignation today. 
I have accepted the resigna-
tion.”

According to sources, CM 
Fadnavis had asked Munde 
to step down from his post.

Meanwhile the opposition 
has criticised the Fadnavis 
government alleging inac-
tion. Congress worker Saral 
Patel posted a purported re-
port on the Sarpanch muder 
and claimed, “The accused 
recorded a video of the entire 
incident and even urinated 
on his half-dead body. The 
mastermind behind this 
murder, Walmik Karad, is a 
business partner and close 
aide of Maharashtra govern-
ment’s minister Dhananjay 
Munde.”

Munde quits Fadnavis cabinet Days after clash with Zelenskyy Trump pauses aid

Mann says won’t bow down

China slaps reciprocal duty

Punjab cracks down on farmers

Let’s focus on kindness 
towards animals

be imposed on US chicken, wheat, corn, and 
cotton, plus 10 per cent tariff on soybeans, 
pork, beef, and dairy from March 10.

A spokesperson from the Chinese Com-
merce Ministry said that Beijing “will take 
countermeasures to firmly safeguard its 
own rights and interests,” Chinese state 
news agency Xinhua reported.

The spokesperson said US’ “typical act 
of unilateralism and bullying in disregard 
of facts, international trade rules and the 
voices of all parties.”

As per a report in the New York Times, 
China’s Ministry of Commerce has also 
singled out 15 companies from the United 
States, including the drone maker Skydio, 
for punitive trade measures to “safeguard 
national security and interests.”

The NYT reported that Beijing has has 

added 10 other American companies to 
what it calls an “unreliable entities list,” pre-
venting them from doing business in China.

The steps include levies on US food im-
ports and halting the sale of Chinese goods 
to 15 American companies.

Xinhua cited a Chinese government 
spokesperson as saying “We hope the US 
can work in the same direction as China 
and find a solution through equal-footed 
consultation.” A 25 per cent US tariff on 
goods imported from Canada and Mexico 
took effect just after midnight on Tuesday, 
along with an additional 10 per cent tariff 
on goods from China.

On Monday (local time) Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau had announced 
that retaliatory tariffs on US goods will go 
into force at midnight on Tuesday if the US 
tariffs on Canadian imports take effect.

Continued from p1

Continued from p1 Continued from p1

Continued from p1

Continued from p1

Continued from p1

The Prime Minister also 
drew attention to other dis-
tressing cases, including a 
lioness who had been hit 
by a vehicle, suffering se-
vere spinal injuries, and a 
leopard cub that had been 
abandoned by its fam-
ily. Both animals received 
proper care and rehabilita-
tion at Vantara, which gave 
them a new chance at life.

Showing his love and af-
fection for animals, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
recently inaugurated and 
visited Vantara, an animal 
rescue, conservation and 
rehabilitation centre in Gu-
jarat’s Jamnagar district.

Rel ia nc e  Indust r ies 
Chairman Mukesh Am-
bani, his wife Nita Ambani, 
their son Anant Ambani 
and daughter-in-law Rad-
hika Merchant were also 
present at the inaugura-
tion.

During his visit, PM Modi 
explored various facilities 
at the centre and closely 
interacted with various 
animals that have been re-

habilitated there. He also 
checked the wildlife hospi-
tal at Vantara and saw the 
veterinary facilities, which 
are equipped with MRI, 
CT scans, and ICUs among 
others.

The Prime Minister’s visit 
included heartwarming in-
teractions with the centre’s 
resident animals.In a video 
shared on the official You-
Tube handle of PM Modi, 
he could be seen playing 
with and feeding various 
species including Asi-
atic Lion cubs, White Lion 
cub, Clouded Leopard cub 
which is a rare and endan-
gered species, Caracal cub 
among others. The White 
Lion cub which was fed 
by PM Modi was born at 
the Centre after his mother 
was rescued and brought 
to Vantara for care.

The Caracals which were 
once in abundance in India 
are now becoming a rare 
sight. In Vantara, Caracals 
are bred under a breeding 
program in captivity for 
their preservations and are 
released into the wild later.

erated and severe action will be taken against 
these corrupt and haughty officers.

He said the state government will recruit 
new Tehsildars and revenue officers in the 
coming days, the agenda for which will be 
brought in the Cabinet. Mann said these offi-
cers harass the common man on a daily basis 
but this will no longer be tolerated. 

The Chief Minister said the officers who 
are going on mass leave should remember 
one thing that after they return to work from 
their leave, when and where they will join 
will be decided by the people. He said the 
state government is ready with plan B for 
tackling such tantrums and if needed pow-
ers of Tehsildars will be delegated to teach-
ers and professors for smooth registration 
process. 

Bhagwant Singh Mann said that the state 
government is committed for safeguard-
ing the interests of the common man by all 
means and no one will be allowed to take 
them for granted.

He said that in order to ensure that people 
do not face any sort of inconvenience due 
to the strike, the PCS officers, Kanugos and 
Senior Assistants (who have cleared all 
the departmental exams for promotion to 
the post of Naib Tehsildars) have been ap-
pointed as Sub Registrars to carry on the 
work smoothly. He said that in democracy 
people are supreme and his government will 
not allow anyone, however affluent he may 
be, to create inconvenience to them. Bhag-

want Singh Mann categorically said that the 
work in Tehsils will not stop and registration 
of land deeds will be done in an unabated 
manner.  

The Chief Minister said that these people 
are taking hefty salaries from the state 
government but they are not delivering 
the services to the people. He said that this 
cannot be tolerated because in democracy 
people are supreme and the officers are ac-
countable to them. Bhagwant Singh Mann 
said that if these officers want to go on mass 
leave and don’t want to work then the state 
government has a number of unemployed 
youth who are already waiting to work at 
their place.

The Chief Minister said that for the com-
ing 10 days he will be regularly visiting 
various tehsils across the state to stream-
line the work. He said that the Tehsildars 
have been harassing generations of people 
by their corrupt ways and means. Bhagwant 
Singh Mann said that this is completely un-
warranted and undesirable adding that the 
state government cannot sit idly and watch 
these officers doing their tantrums.

The Chief Minister said that credit war is 
going amongst the various farmers unions 
who are trying to create anarchy by running 
a parallel government. He reiterated that the 
government is always ready to resolve the is-
sues pertaining to various sections of society 
through negotiations. However, Bhagwant 
Singh Mann said that the inconvenience to 
the common man through rail or road block-
ades must be avoided.

remarks, saying it is “disre-
spectful to come to the Oval 
Office of the United States of 
America and attack the ad-
ministration that is trying 
to prevent the destruction 
of your country.”

Trump emphasised the 
need of a deal to bring peace 
and prevent killings and told 
Zelenskyy “if you didn’t have 
our military equipment, this 
war would have been over in 
two weeks”.

Earlier in the day, during 
an investment announce-
ment, Trump spoke on the 
ceasefire deal and suggested 
that reaching a deal between 
Russia and Ukraine should 

be possible if all relevant par-
ties, including European na-
tions, are willing to negotiate.
“It takes two to tango, and 
if you are going to have to 
make a deal with Russia 
and Ukraine, you are going 
to have to have the assent 
and the consent from the 
European nations,” he said, 
stressing the importance of 
getting everyone involved in 
the room to make the deal.

He further stated that such 
a deal could be reached “very 
fast,” and added that if any 
party is unwilling to nego-
tiate, they may not remain 
in power for long. “Maybe 
somebody doesn’t want to 
make a deal and if somebody 
doesn’t want to make a deal, 

I think that person won’t be 
around very long,” Trump 
remarked.
“Because I believe that Rus-
sia wants to make a deal. I 
believe certainly the people 
of Ukraine want to make 
a deal. They have suffered 
more than anybody else,” 
he added.

Ukrainians expressed 
alarm and apprehension 
Tuesday at the US decision 
to pause military aid that 
is critical to their fighting 
Russia’s invasion, as a rift 
deepens between Kyiv and 
Washington.

Officials in Kyiv said 
they were grateful for vi-
tal US help in the war and 
want to keep working with 

Washington. The country’s 
prime minister, though, said 
Ukraine still wants security 
guarantees to be part of any 
peace deal and won’t recog-
nize Russian occupation of 
any Ukrainian land.

Ukraine and its allies are 
concerned Trump is push-
ing for a quick ceasefire that 
will favour Russia, which 
Kyiv says cannot be trusted 
to honour truces.

The pause in US aid isn’t 
expected to have an imme-
diate impact on the battle-
field. Ukrainian forces have 
slowed Russian advances 
along the roughly 1,000-ki-
lometer (600-mile) front line, 
especially in the fiercely con-
tested Donetsk region some 

700 kilometers (400 miles) 
east of Kyiv. The Russian 
onslaught has been costly 
in troops and armor but 
hasn’t brought a strategically 
significant breakthrough for 
the Kremlin.

Ukraine, which depends 
heavily on foreign help to 
hold back Russia’s full-scale 
invasion has feared that 
aid could be stopped since 
Trump took office.

US-made Patriot air de-
fense missile systems, for 
example, are a pivotal part 
of protecting Ukraine. Just as 
vital is U.S. intelligence as-
sistance, which has allowed 
Ukraine to track Russian 
troop movements and select 
targets.

pression that he could not 
take action.

Farmer leaders and oppo-
sition parties criticised the 
AAP government for the 
crackdown, which came 
a day after talks between 
Chief Minister Mann and 
SKM leaders ended abrupt-
ly with the CM walking out 
of their meeting.

Mann defended his deci-
sion to leave the meeting, 
stating that he had ques-
tioned the farmers about 

their protest plans. When 
farmers insisted that the 
agitation would continue, 
Mann expressed his frus-
tration, saying, “Then why 
was I made to sit there for 
two and a half hours? These 
demands are not under my 
authority; they are issues 
for the central government.” 
He claimed that the farm-
ers accused him of attend-
ing the meeting out of fear, 
while he maintained that “A 
meeting and a protest can-
not go hand in hand.”  

Punjab’s Agriculture 

Minister Gurmeet Singh 
Khudian stated that there 
was no major dispute in 
Monday’s meeting. He said, 

“Farmers can meet with us 
whenever they want. They 
are respectable members 
of society. The meeting 
was conducted in a cordial 
atmosphere, where eight 
out of 18 demands were dis-
cussed.” He also highlight-
ed that the Chief Minister 
had urged farmers to avoid 
frequent protests that dis-
rupt daily life and economic 
activities in the state.  

Muhammad Yunus, head of Ban-
gladesh’s caretaker government, 
dismissed concerns over worsen-
ing India-Bangladesh ties, calling 

them victims of “propaganda.” He 
emphasised their deep historical, 
political, and economic connec-
tions, stating that their interdepen-

dence prevents bad relations. In a 
BBC Bangla interview, he denied 
any deterioration, including due to 
student uprisings.

Within a week of BJP’s Delhi election victory, Lt Gov-
ernor V.K. Saxena announced a four-pronged Yamuna 
cleanup plan, including waste removal, drain cleaning, 
STP monitoring, and new constructions. 

Unlike past poll promises, BJP set a three-year dead-
line, boosting voter confidence. This helped BJP win 
9 of 15 Yamuna belt seats, reversing AAP’s 2020 
dominance.

25% believe India-Bangladesh relations are good 17% believe lack of awareness to be biggest challenge in 
Yamuna clean-up

the Daily guarDian  Survey on  Delhi MiSSion yaMunathe Daily guarDian  Survey on   inDia-BanglaDeSh relationS

Q1. 
During an interview, 

Muhammed Yunus 
described India-

Bangladesh relations to 
be in “good shape”?

Q1. 
How satisfied are you 

with the government’s 
efforts to clean the 

Yamuna in Delhi?

Q3. 
In your opinion, what is 

the current state of India-
Bangladesh relations?

Q3. 
What is the biggest 

challenge in cleaning 
the Yamuna?

 Q2. 
Before expected meeting with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in Thailand during the BIMSTEC 
Summit in April, do you think 
Muhammed Yunus is changing 
his stance?

 Q2. 
Whom do you hold 
responsible for the 
pollution in Yamuna?

 Q4. 
Under Muhammed 
Yunus and his supporting 
group’s administration 
in Bangladesh, is there a 
possibility of improvement 
in India-Bangladesh 
relations?

 Q4. 
Do illegal settlements and 
uncontrolled urbanisation 
along the Yamuna contribute 
to increasing pollution?
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The House committees, in-
cluding the Public Accounts 
Committee, of the newly 
constituted Delhi Assembly 
will be formed in the Budget 
Session to be held on March 
24-26, Speaker Vijender 
Gupta said on Tuesday.Ad-
dressing a press conference 
here after adjournment of 
the first session of the 8th 
Assembly, Gupta said ta-
bling of two CAG reports 
on the Delhi government’s 
performance in the House 
was just a beginning.

“In the coming days, very 
significant decisions will be 
made by the House regard-
ing the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (CAG) of India 
reports tabled in the House. 
The PAC will be formed in 
the Budget Session and it 
will start functioning from 
April, he said.

The other House commit-
tees too will be formed in the 
Budget Session on March 
24-26, he said.

The five sittings of the 
newly constituted House 

conducted business for 18 
hours and 18 minutes, said 
Gupta, adding 126 members 
expressed their views on 
various issues.

Meanwhile, Vijender Gup-
ta on Tuesday said the CAG 
reports on the performance 
of previous government 
in Delhi, recently tabled in 
the House, will be taken to 
their logical end and action 
will be ensured as per the 
PAC’s recommendations. 
The House committees, in-
cluding the Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC), of the 
newly constituted Delhi As-
sembly will be formed in the 
Budget Session to be held on 

March 24-26, he said.
“Laying of the CAG re-

ports in the House and its 
coming before the public is 
not the end. Its just the be-
ginning. 

These will be taken to their 
logical end. I assure the peo-
ple of Delhi and the country 
that this process will be 
completed at the soonest 
possible,” he said in a press 
conference.

Gupta also said the his-
toric Delhi Assembly build-
ing will be developed as a 
national monument and a 
major tourist attraction after 
consultation with experts.

The eVidhan project for 

paperless work at the As-
sembly, pending for nearly 
ten years, will be revived 
immediately for implemen-
tation, he said.

The five sittings of the 
newly constituted House 
conducted business for 18 
hours and 18 minutes, said 
Gupta, adding 126 members 
expressed their views on 
various issues.

Gupta served as the Lead-
er of Opposition in the pre-
vious tenure of the Assem-
bly and had approached the 
court for tabling of the 14 
pending reports of Comp-
troller and Auditor General 
(CAG) of India, in the House 
dominated by the AAP.

The performance audit 
reports on ‘Regulation and 
Supply of  Liquor in Delhi’ 
and ‘ ‘Public Health Infra-
structure and Management 
of Health Services’ were 
tabled in the House on Feb-
ruary 25 and February 28, 
respectively, by Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta.

The PAC will  examine 
these reports and submit re-
ports within three months.

'Assembly panels to be formed on Mar 24-26'

‘Four more days are left’: AAP protests 
over BJP’s Rs 2,500 monthly aid 

5 injured in firing between rival groups in Jyoti Nagar

Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta on 
Tuesday said that 

the Lieutenant Governor 
had been closely oversee-
ing the landfill project for 
the past few months, with 
significant efforts from 
the central government. 
She highlighted that the 
removed waste was being 
repurposed for NHAI proj-
ects and DDA ground level-
ling, adding that the Delhi 
government aims to trans-
form the site into green land 
within a year.

“The LG looked after this 
project from the last few 
months with great efforts... 
The work being done and 
the targets that have been 
set, the central govern-
ment has big role to play. 
The materials removed 
from this site are being 
used in several projects of 
the NHAI and levelling of 
DDA grounds...,” She told 
reporters.

CM Gupta further added,” 
We will carry out observa-
tions on a monthly basis, 
and we will visit all three 
landfill sites. Within a 

year, we will ensure that 
the height of the landfill is 
reduced and a green land 
is developed so that good 
projects can be started in 

the days to come. Delhi 
government is working on 
mission mode...”
As part of this initiative, 
LG V K Saxena and Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta 
launched a bamboo plan-
tation drive at the Bhalswa 
landfill site here on Tuesday 
and assured people that the 
area would soon be turned 
green, in an effort towards 
biomining, land reclama-
tion and a greener Delhi 
under the government’s vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat@2047. 
Saxena efforts to reclaim 
landfill sites began two 
years ago and with the start 
of the plantation drive, the 
process of turning these 
areas into green zones has 
begun.

“Today, 200 bamboo 
plants have been planted 
here. In the coming months, 
54,000 more trees will be 
added,” the LG said, add-
ing that once the plantation 
is completed, commuters 
will get to see green patches 
instead of towering garbage 
mounds.

CM: Will Make landfill 
sites green land in a year

In a first, the Delhi gov-
ernment has planned to 
handover the maintenance 
of PWD roads in the city 
border areas to NHAI, 
with a 13.23-km stretch of 
Delhi-Rohtak Road being 
transferred to the author-
ity as part of its initiative to 
strengthen road network. 
The move will also boost 
a larger infrastructure de-
velopment strategy in the 
national capital. According 
to the government, the 13.23 
stretch from Peeragarhi 
Chowk to Tikri Border 
(Delhi-Haryana border) will 
soon be handed over to the 

National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI).
“Under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, and with the in-prin-

ciple agreement of Union 
Road Transport Minister 
Nitin Gadkari, I have ap-
proved and forwarded a 
proposal to NHAI for the 

transfer of the stretch to its 
much-needed upgradation,” 
PWD Minister Parvesh Ver-
ma said.

He said that other such 
stretches are also be-
ing identified for further 
strengthening the highway 
network and reducing travel 
time for commuters.
This will ensure better 
road maintenance, faster 
execution of projects, and 
long-term sustainability of 
Delhi’s highway network, a 
statement from Verma’s of-
fice said. 

The development comes 
after the PWD minister 
approached Gadkari who 
has given in-principle ap-

proval to it. “The move will 
facilitate the upgradation of 
this crucial corridor into a 
world-class highway,” the 
statement said.

Last week, BJP’s Mundka 
MLA Gajender Singh Drall 
requested the PWD minis-
ter in the Delhi Assembly to 
give special attention to the 
Delhi-Rohtak road as con-
gestion and long-hours traf-
fic jams are a major issue for 
lakhs of daily commuters.

The new move will facili-
tate smoother traffic flow, 
better road conditions, and 
enhanced connectivity for 
thousands of daily commut-
ers travelling between Delhi 
and Haryana.

nHai to Maintain PWd roads in border areas 

The AAP staged a protest 
here on Tuesday and de-
manded clarity from the 
BJP-led Delhi government 
on the promise to roll out 
Rs 2,500 monthly finan-
cial assistance to women 
by the International Wom-
en’s Day on March 8. The 
demonstration outside the 
Mandi House metro sta-
tion here was led by former 
Chief Minister and Leader 

of Opposition Atishi along 
with the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) MLAs and party 
workers.

Atishi in a post on X ques-
tioned the BJP government 
over the delay in imple-
menting the scheme.

“Four more days are left. 
The women of Delhi are 
waiting” when will Rs 
2,500 come? Modi had 
guaranteed that on March 
8, the first installment 
would be credited to the ac-

counts of all women in Del-
hi. Will this guarantee be 
fulfilled or will it once again 
prove to be just a slogan?” 
she wrote on X in Hindi.

AAP MLA from Kondli, 
Kuldeep Kumar, also took a 
dig at the BJP, asking Delhi’s 
newly appointed Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta to clarify 
the status of the promised 
financial assistance.

“PM Modi had said that 
on the occasion of the Inter-
national Women’s Day on 

March 8, Rs 2,500 would 
be sent to the accounts of 
women.

Now, CM Rekha Gupta 
should tell whether this 
guarantee is going to turn 
out to be a ‘jumla’ like the 
promise of Rs 15 lakh,” he 
posted on X.

The BJP had made Rs 
2,500 monthly assistance 
promise to women during 
the Delhi Assembly elec-
tions, surpassing the AAP’s 
offer of Rs 2,100.

Five people were injured in a 
firing incident between two 
groups in northeast Delhi’s 
Jyoti Nagar area, an official 
said on Tuesday.

According to the police, 
the incident was reported 
around 9 pm on Monday at 
Jyoti Nagar police station by 
a man claiming his son had 
been shot at by unknown as-
sailants.

Upon arrival, police found 
that multiple rounds had 

been fired during the clash, 
the official said, adding that 
the injured people were 
rushed to GTB Hospital for 

treatment.
A crime team and forensic 

experts were called to exam-
ine the scene, where several 

empty cartridges and a live 
cartridge were recovered, he 
added.

Police have registered a 

case at Jyoti Nagar police sta-
tion and launched an inves-
tigation. Teams have been 
formed to analyse technical 
and manual inputs to identify 
and apprehend the suspects 
involved in the shooting, the 
official said.

The official further said that 
the motive behind the gun-
fight is yet to be established, 
and police are probing pos-
sible gang rivalries or per-
sonal enmity. Local sources 
are being questioned, and 
CCTV footage from the area 
is being examined for leads.
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CM Gupta slams AAP’s 
health model, calls it ‘zero’

Jamia protest: HC 
stays suspension of 
several students 

7,000 potholes to be filled by April 30: PWD

Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta on Tuesday 
attack the previous Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment’s health model, 
calling it “zero” and alleg-
ing large-scale misman-
agement at government 
hospitals during AAP’s 
tenure. During a visit to the 
Guru Teg Bahadur (GTB) 
Hospital, Gupta claimed 
the facility has turned into 
a “dumping ground” with 
unused medical equip-
ment and incomplete hos-
pital infrastructure.

“Since the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the warehouse 
here has been completely 
filled. Even today, 458 
oxygen concentrators, 146 
ventilators, 36,000 PPE 
kits, multipara monitors, 
masks, and other medical 
supplies are lying unused. 
This is not just the case 
with GTB Hospital, but 
with many hospitals across 
Delhi,” Gupta alleged.

She also claimed that 

hospital buildings were 
constructed without 
proper planning, leading 
to wasteful expenditure.

“AAP built seven struc-
tures inside hospitals, 
turning parking lots and 
sports grounds into build-
ings that do not meet the 
medical facility parame-
ters. These so-called ‘semi-
permanent structures’ are 
only 60 per cent complete, 
and they will not be of any 
use even if Rs 2,500 crore 
more is spent on them,” 
she said.

The chief minister also 
alleged that hospital staff 
had not been paid their 
salaries for six months.

“The health and man-
agement system of Delhi’s 
hospitals is itself sick. How 
will the hospitals function 
in such a situation,” she 
asked.

Accusing the previous 
AAP government of gover-
nance failures, Gupta said, 
“AAP’s health and educa-
tion model is nothing but 
zero. 

The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday stayed the suspen-
sion of several Jamia Millia 
Islamia students for protest-
ing in the campus allegedly 
without prior permission. 
The high court also ordered 
constitution of a committee 
of university officials un-
der supervision of the vice 
chancellor to resolve the 
issue, and said they should 
also involve students repre-
sentatives in the discussion.

Justice Dinesh Kumar 
Sharma asked the university 
to file a report in the matter.

The court was hearing a 
plea by four Jamia students 
challenging an order of the 
university proctor suspend-
ing them and banning them 
from entering the campus.

The counsel for the stu-
dents submitted before the 
court that they were holding 
peaceful protest.

Advocates Amit Sahni and 
Kisley Mishra, representing 
Jamia, contended that no 
permission was sought by 
the students from the uni-
versity administration to 
hold protest and they also 
damaged property.

The counsel said the stu-
dents were sleeping outside 
the canteen which was not 
allowed.

In February, some stu-
dents protesting in the uni-
versity campus were alleg-
edly detained by the Delhi 
Police. Protesters claimed 
some students remained un-
accounted for hours, leading 
to further protests.

The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) has set a dead-
line of April 30 to fill 7,000 
potholes on roads across the 
national capital, according 
to an official communica-
tion. The directive, issued 
to senior PWD officials, re-
fers to a presentation made 
before the Delhi Council of 
Ministers on February 21 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta.

“In this presentation, cer-
tain timelines were commit-

ted for inviting various ten-
ders and commencement 
of work. It is, therefore, 
directed to all concerned of-
ficers to ensure adherence 
to these timelines,” the com-
munication stated. As per 
the enclosed presentation, 
potholes are being filled 
using department mainte-
nance vans. Additionally, 
the PWD has identified 20 
lakh square meters of road 
patches requiring repairs. 
The tender process for 
these repairs is expected to 
be completed by March 15, 
with the target for comple-

tion also set for April 30.
The alleged poor condition 

of roads across the national 
capital was a major issue 
during the campaigning for 
the 70-member Delhi As-
sembly elections.

Parvesh Sahib Singh, the 
PWD minister in the newly 
formed BJP government, is 
overseeing the initiative.

The BJP secured a deci-
sive victory in the recent 
Delhi Assembly elections, 
winning 48 out of 70 seats, 
while the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) was reduced to 22 
seats.

Infra boost

n The road stretch from Peeragarhi Chowk to 
Tikri Border will be upgraded.

n The proposal has in-principle approval from 
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari.

n The move aims to improve road conditions, 
reduce travel time, and enhance connectivity.

n It will ease congestion and improve traffic 
flow between Delhi and Haryana.

n The project highlights strong coordination for 
world-class infrastructure development.

PollutIon-free VIsIon

n Bhalswa landfill will be turned into green 
land within a year with efforts from Delhi and 
central governments.

n The central government is helping repurpose 
waste for NHAI and DDA projects.

n Bamboo Benefits: Bamboo releases more 
oxygen, needs less water, and grows quickly, 
aiding Delhi’s greening.

n The project aims to reduce pollution and cre-
ate green spaces.

Tdg neTwork
NEW DELHI

Tdg neTwork
NEW DELHI 

tDG network
NEW DELHI 

Tdg neTwork
GHazIabaD

Justice Dinesh 
Kumar Sharma 

asked the university 
to file a report 
in the matter.
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The International 
Mo n e t a r y  Fu n d 
(IMF) has raised 

concerns about potential 
financial instability in India 
due to the concentrated ex-
posure of Non-Banking Fi-
nancial Companies (NBFCs) 
to the power and infrastruc-
ture sector.

The report highlights 
that NBFCs are deeply in-
terconnected with banks, 
corporate bond markets, 
and mutual funds, which 
could amplify systemic 
stress if vulnerabilities 
emerge.

The IMF report specifi-
cally warns about the high 
exposure of NBFCs to the 
power sector, which con-
tinues to face structural 
challenges.

Concentrated lending to 
this sector increases the 
risk of financial instabil-
ity, as any distress in power 
and infrastructure proj-
ects could trigger broader 
stress across banks, bond 
markets ,  and mutual 
funds.

Furthermore, the co-
lending model, where 
banks partner with NBFCs 
to extend credit to prior-
ity sectors, further inter-
twines financial institu-
tions, increasing systemic 
risk.

The IMF suggests closer 
monitoring of NBFCs’ 
lending patterns and im-
proved risk management 
frameworks to prevent fi-
nancial disruptions.

The report raises concern 
that while NBFCs function 
similarly to banks in many 
ways, key differences re-
main. Unlike banks, NBF-
Cs cannot accept demand 
deposits, and their depos-
its are not insured.

They also do not have ac-
cess to the Reserve Bank 
of India’s (RBI) liquidity 
facilities or payment sys-
tems.

The IMF recommends 
strengthening l iquid-
ity regulations for NBFCs, 
particularly those with 

significant infrastructure 
exposure.

Additionally,  India’s 
corporate bond market 
remains underdeveloped, 
making NBFCs heavily 
reliant on domestic in-
stitutions like banks and 
mutual funds for financ-
ing. This interconnect-
edness has led to past li-
quidity crises, with major 
redemptions in the mu-
tual fund industry linked 
to corporate bond market 
distress.

Despite these challenges, 
India has made signifi-
cant progress in financial 
inclusion. The IMF notes 
that nearly 80 per cent of 
adults have financial ac-
counts, supported by ex-

tensive banking networks 
and the growth of digital 
public infrastructure such 
as the Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI).

The rapid rise of retail in-
vestors in equities has also 
transformed India into 
one of the world’s largest 
markets for equity options 
trading.

India’s financial system 
is diverse and well-de-
veloped, with total assets 
amounting to nearly 190 
per cent of GDP. While 
banks hold around 60 per 
cent of the financial sys-
tem’s assets, NBFCs have 
expanded their market 
share significantly.

Nearly half of the credit 
to the private sector now 

comes from non-banking 
financial institutions, in-
cluding insurers, pension 
funds, and investment 
funds.

The IMF notes that state-
owned NBFCs dominate 
the sector, with the top 
three government-owned 
infrastructure financing 
companies (IFCs) holding 
one-third of total NBFC as-
sets. Unlike private-sector 
NBFCs, state-owned enti-
ties are currently exempt 
from large exposure lim-
its, raising regulatory con-
cerns.

The report recommends 
aligning regulations for 
both state-owned and pri-
vate NBFCs to mitigate 
risks.

IMF cautIons oF systeMIc rIsks In nBFc sector
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(RBI) will have to cut the 
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) 
to ease the prevailing liquid-
ity pressure in the banking 
sector, according to a report 
by State Bank of India (SBI) 
research.

The report highlighted 
that  with  unchanged 
ownership in government 
securities (G-secs) in the 
financial year 2025-26 
(FY26), the Open Market 
Operations (OMO) gap 
could still be around Rs 1.7 
trillion. This suggests that 
additional liquidity mea-
sures may be required on 
a sustained basis.

It said “Liquidity Estima-
tion; CRR cut is necessary to 
ease the pressure, RBI could 
look into using CRR more 
as a regulatory interven-
tion tool / countercyclical 
liquidity buffer rather than 
as a liquidity tool in future”.

According to the report, 
RBI should explore using 
CRR more as a regulatory 

intervention tool or a coun-
tercyclical liquidity buffer, 
rather than relying on it as a 
liquidity tool in future.

The current liquidity con-
ditions, combined with the 
projected OMO gap, under-
line the necessity of proac-
tive measures to maintain 
stability in the financial sys-
tem. The report also called 
for a reassessment of RBI’s 
existing liquidity manage-
ment framework. It suggest-
ed replacing the Weighted 
Average Call Rate (WACR) 
as the policy rate, arguing 
that it does not effectively 
serve its intended purpose.

The current framework, 
according to the report, 

may need modifications to 
align with evolving market 
conditions and liquidity re-
quirements.

The Indian banking sys-
tem’s liquidity has seen its 
worst liquidity crunch of 
more than a decade. The 
system liquidity moved 
from a surplus of Rs 1.35 
lakh crore in November 
to a deficit of Rs 0.65 lakh 
crore in December, further 
to Rs 2.07 lakh crore deficit 
in January and Rs 1.59 lakh 
crore in February.

Additionally, the report 
pointed out an inadvertent 
cash leakage due to Maha-
kumbh, a major religious 
event.

A surprisingly candid 
consensus emerged at this 
year’s Anil Agarwal Dia-
logue (AAD) 2025, where 
top policymakers warned 
that India’s decades-old 
practice of providing free 
water and electricity – es-
pecially in agriculture – is 
economically unsustain-
able and environmentally 
perilous. In a panel discus-
sion that flew under the 
national news radar, for-
mer NITI Aayog CEO Am-
itabh Kant and ex-Planning 
Commission Deputy Chair 
Montek Singh Ahluwalia 
urged a radical policy shift: 
start pricing these precious 
resources realistically, or 
risk irreversible crises. 
Their rare bluntness at an 
environmental journalism 
conclave has spotlighted an 
underreported economic 
trend with far-reaching im-
plications for India’s future.

During a high-profile pan-
el on “Anti-environmental-
ism in a Climate-risked, De-
globalised World” at AAD 
2025, Amitabh Kant openly 

backed Montek Singh Ah-
luwalia’s contention that 
water must no longer be 
treated as a free infinite 
good. “I entirely agree with 
Mr. Ahluwalia when he 
said that water needs to be 
priced,” Kant remarked. He 
rattled off stark facts to sup-
port this stance: India holds 
17% of the world’s popula-
tion but just 4% of its water 
resources, and a stagger-
ing 90% of India’s water is 
consumed by agriculture, 
much of it squandered 
on water-intensive crops 
grown with little oversight. 
“Rice and sugarcane is 
consuming all your water,” 
Kant noted, adding that In-
dia is effectively “exporting 
virtual water in the name 
of Basmati rice” through its 
agricultural exports.

Currently, many state gov-
ernments supply farmers 
with electricity at no cost 
to pump groundwater, and 
urban populist schemes 
promise free water and 
power to households. These 
policies, while politically 
popular, have encouraged 
over-extraction of ground-
water and fiscal stress. Kant 

warned that free electric-
ity leads directly to reckless 
water extraction, drying 
up aquifers. Without pric-
ing signals, there is little 
incentive to conserve. “Ev-
erybody’s got used to free 
dose (freebies)… if you keep 
getting free dose, you will 
make the country go bust,” 
he cautioned, using an col-
loquial Hindi-inflected 
term for handouts. Accord-
ing to Kant, state after state 
is verging on bankruptcy 
“because of this huge policy 

of freebies and populism” – 
a dire assessment seldom 
heard so openly from estab-
lishment insiders.

Promising free water 
or power has long been a 
vote-winning formula in 
India, and few in power 
openly question it. That’s 
what made the AAD dia-
logue stand out: two of In-
dia’s veteran policymakers 
essentially urged leaders 
to reverse course on free-
bies, even if it’s politically 
difficult. This viewpoint 

remains rarely reported 
in mainstream coverage, 
which often skirts around 
the long-term costs of pop-
ulist subsidies.

Yet the evidence is mount-
ing that the status quo is 
untenable. Insiders have 
known the truth for years 
– a senior Haryana Irriga-
tion Department engineer 
admitted almost a decade 
ago that while giving farm-
ers free water and power 
“makes sense” to help the 
poor, “it’s also not sustain-

able.”
What’s new is the level of 

urgency and profile of voic-
es calling for change. Ahlu-
walia and Kant’s comments 
highlight an underappreci-
ated economic fault line: 
India’s water and power 
giveaway is undermining 
both environmental secu-
rity and public finances, a 
story often overshadowed 
by flashier headlines.

At AAD 2025, the ex-
perts provided context that 
makes this reality hard to 
ignore. Kant pointed out 
that many Indian states 
are effectively on the brink 
of a water bankruptcy – 
aquifers are depleted and 
utilities drowning in debt 
– even as the public re-
mains addicted to freebies. 
In Punjab, for instance, 
the cost of “free” power 
for irrigation has piled up 
enormous bills. In 2020, 
Punjab owed over $1 bil-
lion to electricity provid-
ers just to subsidize farm 
power for groundwater 
pumping – an amount 
twice the state’s health 
budget and four times its 
transportation budget. 

Such hidden liabilities, 
replicated across multiple 
states, threaten to crowd 
out essential develop-
ment spending. This is the 
creeping crisis that rarely 
makes front-page news.

    As Kant noted, when 
states give agriculture es-
sentially free electricity, 
they often compensate by 
charging higher rates to 
industry and commercial 
users, or by accumulat-
ing debt. Indian manu-
facturers consequently 
face some of the highest 
electricity tariffs in the 
world, undermining com-
petitiveness. Unreliable 
supply (due to rationing 
power for farms) further 
hobbles productivity. 
Water-intensive industries 
and investors in sectors 
like food, beverage, textiles, 
and power generation are 
similarly exposed. Today’s 
“free” water policies mask 
the true risk and value of 
water. If aquifers run dry 
or governments abruptly 
enforce usage curbs, com-
panies could face opera-
tional crises. Conversely, 
if India heeds the experts’ 

advice and moves toward 
pricing water and electric-
ity, it could unlock new op-
portunities. Speakers at the 
event stressed that some 
success models exist. Cities 
like Indore and Surat have 
shown that better waste 
and resource management 
is possible with committed 
local governance (both cit-
ies dramatically improved 
sanitation and water man-
agement in recent years). 
Internationally, Singa-
pore is a shining example 
frequently cited by Kant: 
decades ago it instituted 
steep water pricing tied to 
consumption – those who 
use more, pay more – and 
invested heavily in recy-
cling and desalination. 
The result is a city-state 
that leapt from water inse-
curity to water adequacy 
while its per capita income 
soared from $600 in the 
1960s to $90,000 today.

“That’s not been done on 
populism, that’s been done 
on very solid political gov-
ernance, including pricing 
of water,” Kant observed, 
implying India could learn 
from this template.

RBI will have to cut CRR to ease 
banking liquidity: SBI Report

Unchecked freebies are a luxury India can no longer afford: Experts
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A single-judge bench of the 
Bombay High Court has 
stayed the Mumbai special 
court order against former 
SEBI Chairperson Madha-
bi Puri Buch and five others 
from filing an FIR in a mat-
ter related to alleged fraud in 
an IPO back in 1994.

The high court, while stay-
ing the order to file an FIR 
against the accused, has is-
sued notices to stakeholders. 
The matter will be heard 
next after 4 weeks.

The high court has ob-
served that the special court 
had not gone into the details 
of the matter and had passed 
an order for FIR ‘mechani-
cally’.

On March 2, 2025, the Spe-
cial ACB Court in Mumbai 
ordered the launching of an 
FIR against former SEBI 
Chairperson Madhabi Puri 
Buch and five others over 

alleged financial fraud, reg-
ulatory violations, and cor-
ruption while approving the 
listing of an IPO.

The allegations pertain to 
an alleged fraudulent listing 
of a company on the stock 
exchange -- Cals Refineries 
Ltd. It was alleged that the 
fraudulent activity was done 
with the active connivance of 
regulatory authorities.

Upon reviewing the mate-

rial on record, the special 
court noted that the allega-
tions disclose a cognizable 
offense and, hence, neces-
sitate an investigation.

SEBI challenged the spe-
cial court order in the Mum-
bai High Court, defending 
all SEBI officials charged by 
the special court, including 
the former SEBI Chairper-
son.

“Even though these offi-
cials were not holding their 
respective positions at the 
relevant point of time, the 
court allowed the applica-
tion without issuing any 
notice or granting any op-
portunity to SEBI to place 
the facts on record,” SEBI 
had argued in a statement.

SEBI and BSE said the 
alleged financial fraud in 
contention had suppos-
edly happened back in 1994 
when none of the charged 
officials were part of these 
organisations.

Bombay HC stays filing of FIR 
against former SEBI chief
TDG NeTwork
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 Unlike banks, NBFCs cannot accept demand deposits, and their deposits are not insured.

summary

n  High exposure to power 
and infrastructure sec-
tors threatens financial 
stability, impacting banks, 
bond markets, and mutual 
funds.
n  NbFCs lack RbI liquid-

ity access and deposit 
insurance; ImF urges 
tighter oversight and risk 
management.
n  Weak corporate bond 

market forces NbFCs to 
rely on banks and mutual 
funds, increasing financial 
contagion risks.

The Indian stock market 
ended in the red on Mon-
day as investor sentiment 
remained cautious ahead 
of the implementation of 
new tariffs imposed by for-
mer US President Donald 
Trump, set to take effect 
from Tuesday.

The BSE Sensex closed 
96.01 points lower at 
72,989.93, while the NSE 
Nifty declined 36.65 points 
to settle at 22,082.65.

Among Nifty constitu-
ents, 22 stocks advanced 
while 28 declined. The 
top gainers included SBI, 
BPCL, BEL, Shriram Fi-
nance, and Adani Enter-
prises, while Bajaj Auto, 
Hero MotoCorp, Bajaj 
Finserv, HCL Tech, and 
Eicher Motors led the list 
of losers.

Vinod Nair, Head of Re-
search at Geojit Financial 

Services, said, “The do-
mestic market exhibited 
a recovery from today’s 
lows but remained in 
negative territory due to 
adverse global cues re-
lated to escalating global 
trade tensions. Neverthe-
less, the broader market 
outperformed, primar-
ily driven by value buying 
opportunities in small-
cap stocks. Currently, do-
mestic economic indica-
tors are favourable while 
investors await clarity on 
global trades for a consis-
tency in momentum.”

VLA Ambala, SEBI Reg-
istered Research Analyst 
and Co-Founder of Stock 
Market Today, highlighted 
the impact of the trade war.

“India’s markets are al-
ready feeling the heat, with 
excessive FII outflows. The 
real concern arises if SIP 
and domestic funds start 
expecting a decline in in-
flows.”

IT and auto stocks fall 
on US tariff decisions
TDG NeTwork
mumbaI 

Former NiTi aayog ceo amitabh kant (r) and ex-planning commission Deputy chairman Montek 
Singh ahluwalia (l)

PwC India announced 
the launch of its first-ever 
startup accelerator pro-
gram called the Emerging 
Tech Startup Challenge, 
designed to empower 
startups in the emerging 
technology space to refine 
their solutions and accel-
erate market penetration.

According to PwC, the 
accelerator aims to foster 
innovation and support 
India’s vibrant startup 
ecosystem by providing 
mentorship, consulting 
expertise, and strategic 
guidance.

The programme is open 
to all India-based startups 
working across the areas 
of artificial intelligence, 
data analytics, block-
chain/Web 3.0, space tech, 
Industry 4.0, spatial real-
ity, and more.

Over the course of three 
months, the 15 selected 
startups will benefit from 
access to mentorship from 
subject matter experts and 
25 hours of pro-bono con-
sulting services across 
critical areas such as 
management, technology, 
go-to-market strategies, 

valuation, funding, and 
taxation.

A hybrid format - part 
online, part in-person 
- will ensure that geo-
graphical boundaries do 
not hinder participation, 
enabling a diverse range of 
companies to benefit from 
the resources and support 
on offer.

Sanjeev Krishan, Chair-
person, PwC India said, 
“By empowering emerg-
ing technology startups 
and equipping them with 
the tools to thrive, we are 
fostering a dynamic and 
sustainable tech ecosys-
tem in India.”

He said, “This will not 
only drive economic 
growth and create future-
ready jobs but also deliver 
transformative solutions 
that positively impact so-
ciety. I’m excited to see the 
growth and innovation 
emerging from the startups 
joining the accelerator.”

Arnab Basu, Partner and 
Leader - Advisory, PwC 
India said “Through this 
platform we want to cre-
ate a growth ecosystem for 
our clients. We can’t wait 
to see how the disruptors 
and innovators can ad-
dress the most pressing 
challenges related to the 
growth of our largest cli-
ents.”

Manpreet Singh Ahuja, 
Chief Digital Officer at 
PwC India, expressed 
his excitement about the 
program, saying, “At PwC 
India, our focus is on driv-
ing meaningful impact for 
our clients while support-
ing the broader startup 
ecosystem. Through the 
Emerging Tech Startup 
Challenge, we are not just 
fostering innovation but 
also enabling startups to 
create real, transforma-
tive value for businesses 
and industries.”
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PwC India launches ‘Emerging Tech 
Startup Challenge’ 



The proposed estab-
lishment of the larg-
est Chinese embassy 

in Europe, located in Lon-
don, has sparked signifi-
cant controversy. Protest-
ers and policymakers have 
raised concerns regarding 
national security, human 
rights, and surveillance 
risks associated with the 
project. In this light, this ar-
ticle examines the legal and 
diplomatic implications of 
fortifying embassies, the ob-
ligations of host states under 
international law, and the 
broader geopolitical rami-
fications of China’s expand-
ing diplomatic footprint in 
Europe. By analyzing key 
international legal instru-
ments such as the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations (VCDR) and the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR), the authors ex-
plore the tension between 
diplomatic privileges and 
state sovereignty in an era 
of increasing international 
surveillance.

Embassies serve as criti-
cal links for international 
diplomacy, facilitating 
communication between 
nations while ensuring the 
protection of diplomatic 
personnel. However, the 
size and security of em-
bassies have become con-
tentious issues, especially 
considering global politi-
cal tensions. The proposed 
Chinese embassy in Lon-
don, if approved, would 
be the largest of its kind 
in Europe. While China 
argues that the new facil-
ity is necessary to manage 
its growing diplomatic re-
sponsibilities, critics warn 
that the embassy’s scale and 

potential for intelligence-
gathering pose significant 
risks to national security 
and civil liberties.

The LegaL 
Framework 
governing 
DipLomaTic 
missions
International law provides 
a framework for the estab-
lishment and protection of 
diplomatic missions. The 
Vienna Convention on Dip-
lomatic Relations (VCDR), 
1961 mandates host states 
to protect foreign embassies 
and their personnel. How-
ever, it does not prescribe 
specific standards regarding 
embassy size, infrastructure, 
or reciprocal obligations be-
tween states. The absence 
of clear legal guidelines has 
led to increasing tensions as 
some states seek to expand 
their diplomatic missions 
beyond traditional consular 
functions.

Under Article 22 of the 
VCDR, the host state must 
ensure the security of for-
eign embassies, preventing 
attacks or unauthorized 
intrusions. However, the 
growing role of embassies in 
intelligence and cybersecu-
rity operations has blurred 
the lines between diplomat-
ic and security concerns. 
The Chinese embassy proj-
ect raises questions about 
whether existing legal 
frameworks are sufficient to 
address modern geopolitical 
challenges.

ForTiFicaTion 
oF embassies: 

securiTy vs. 
sovereignTy
The fortification of embas-
sies refers to the physical 
and structural measures 
taken to secure diplomatic 
premises. These measures, 
while essential for the safety 
of diplomats, can also raise 
sovereignty concerns if 
they exceed reasonable se-
curity requirements. The 
planned embassy in Lon-
don is expected to be heav-
ily fortified, reflecting both 
the geopolitical sensitivities 
surrounding China’s global 
influence and the increasing 
threats faced by diplomatic 
missions.

In past cases, heavily for-
tified embassies have been 
criticized for functioning 
as intelligence hubs rather 
than purely diplomatic 
spaces. Critics argue that 
China’s increased engage-
ment in Europe has led to 
concerns over surveillance 
and cyber espionage. Given 
the lack of international le-
gal standards on embassy 
infrastructure, host states 
must balance their obliga-

tions to protect diplomatic 
missions with their duty to 
safeguard national security 
and civil liberties.

human righTs anD 
privacy concerns: 
The iccpr 
perspecTive
The expansion of diplomatic 
premises has implications 
beyond state security; it also 
affects individual rights and 
privacy. The International 
Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) 
establishes fundamental 
protections against arbi-
trary surveillance. Article 
17 of the ICCPR states that 
“No one shall be subjected 
to arbitrary or unlawful 
interference with his pri-
vacy, family, home or cor-
respondence.” This provi-
sion underscores the risks 
posed by large-scale foreign 
surveillance operations 
conducted under the guise 
of diplomatic functions.

way ForwarD
The controversy surround-
ing the proposed Chinese 

embassy in London high-
lights the evolving role of 
embassies in international 
affairs. While diplomatic 
missions are protected un-
der international law, their 
increasing fortification and 
potential intelligence-gath-
ering functions raise critical 
legal and security questions. 
The Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations pro-
vides foundational protec-
tions for embassies, but it 
remains silent on embassy 
size and infrastructure. 
Likewise, international hu-
man rights law, particularly 
the ICCPR, emphasizes 
privacy rights that may be 
jeopardized by unchecked 
foreign surveillance.

As global power dynamics 
shift, host states must care-
fully navigate the balance 
between diplomatic obliga-
tions and national security. 
The debate over China’s 
embassy project serves as 
a crucial test case for the 
future of international law, 
highlighting the need for 
updated legal frameworks 
to address the complex in-
tersection of diplomacy, se-
curity, and human rights in 
the modern world.
Prof. Abhinav Mehrotra is an 
Assistant Professor and As-
sistant Director at O.P. Jindal 
Global University. His research 
interests include International 
law, Human rights law, UN 
studies, Refugee law, Child 
rights, and Transitional Justice.
Dr. Biswanath Gupta is an As-
sociate Professor at O.P. Jindal 
Global University. His research 
interests include International 
Law, Air and Space Law.

In the wake of the ongoing 
Gaza ceasefire, the precise 
bombing of southern Leba-
non just hours before the 
funeral of Hezbollah Chief 
Hasan Nasrallah, who was 
killed in an Israeli airstrike 
last September, sends a clear 
message from the Israeli De-
fence Forces to its enemies 
that this ceasefire is very 
much temporary. Israel is 
committed to eradicating all 
its enemies sooner or later.

conTexT
The fall of more than two 
decades-long dictatorships 
in Syria is marked by a ma-
jor geopolitical shift in the 
war-driven Middle East. 
Although the journey of the 
Assad family-led autocracy 
in Syria started in 1963, its 
climax reached under Ba-
sar Assad, a second-gener-
ation dictator of the Assad 
family, in December 2024.  

Though Basar Assad came 
to power after succeeding 
his father, Hafeez Assad, in 
early 2000, his brutal and 
despotic rule in actual sense 
mainly started right from 
the beginning of the pro-
democracy protest in 2011 
during the Arab Spring.

His autocratic rule in Syria 
has not only devasted the 
whole country economically 
but also played a significant 
role in making the country 
a breeding ground for ter-
rorism while pushing the 
country into the mouth of 
civil war, which further led 
to mass migration, displace-
ment and refugee crisis in 
Syria. 

geopoLiTicaL shiFT 
anD iTs major 
ouTcomes:
After the collapse of the Syr-
ian dictatorship, Israel con-
tinues to advance towards 
western Syria, intending 
to create 400km of buffer 
zone in the western Syrian 
region beyond the Golan 
Heights. The idea is prob-
ably to help Israel cut off the 
Syrian corridor connecting 
Lebanon with Iran and stop 
it from trafficking arms and 
ammunition into the Levant 
region through this Syrian 
corridor.

The capability of Iran to 

project power in the Levant 
region has certainly weak-
ened in post-Assad Syria 
due to the disruption of this 
corridor. Hence, the signifi-
cant investment previously 
made in Syria by Iran will 
greatly be impacted, fur-
ther giving an economic 
shock to its GDP, as the Ira-
nian government is already 
heavily sanctioned by the 
Western allies.  This will, for 
sure, pose a new challenge in 
front of the Iranian govern-
ment to back pro-Iranian 
non-state actors (Hezbollah 
and Hamas) existing in the 
region.

The overthrow of Assad 
from power has given a sig-
nificant geopolitical setback 
to one of the most important 
players from the Syrian 
side in this conflict, that is 
none other than Russia. Us-
ing Syria as a platform to 
project its interest against 
the West, Russia had al-
ready established itself as a 
major player in the Middle 
East. But, following the 
dramatic fall of the Assad re-
gime,  Russia’s extra-region-
al geopolitical image and 
its geostrategic influence 
in this region have signifi-
cantly suffered. Therefore, 
without any delay, Moscow 
has already started looking 
for alternatives that could 
strategically help Russia 
continue making its image 
as a net security provider in 
the region. As a result, the 
Kremlin has recently passed 
a bill seeking to remove the 
Taliban from the list of ter-
rorists.  

There is a possibility that 
the USA-backed and anti-
Iran Arab states of this re-

gion may be seeing the col-
lapse of Assad’s regime in 
Syria as a geopolitical win 
over Russia & Iran. There 
is also a possibility that the 
anti-Iranian Arab states 
may side with Israel to off-
set the remaining Iranian 
strategic influences in Syria. 
In the wake of PM Netan-
yahu’s scheduled meeting 
with Donald Trump, Syria’s 
recent official visit to Saudi 
Arabia has grabbed atten-
tion from around the world. 
In response to that, the chief 
of Iran’s Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps(IRGC) has 
warned Syria’s new leader-
ship as well as Saudi Arabia, 
stating that “Our missile can 

strike any enemy target in 
the region and overcome 
the enemy’s anti-missile 
defences”. This statement 
by the chief of IRGC shows 
how significant the Syrian 
corridor is for Iran to op-
erate its proxy forces. This 
is all happening at a time 
when Trump 2.0 is taking a 
very tight diplomatic stance 
for his Middle East policies.

The resulting instability 
in Syria has cleared a path 
for Israel to have a strategic 
advantage in the region. Is-
rael is, therefore, expected 
to emerge as a very crucial 
friend of the pro-US Arab 
states in the resulting insta-
bility, promising to become 

a net security provider and 
combat terrorism while 
gradually  promoting  its 
own agenda in the region. 
This probable outcome will 
additionally  increase the 
significance of Israeli de-
fence capability in the rap-
idly changing geopolitical 
dynamics of West Asia. 

kurDish aspecT 
in The shiFTing 
geopoLiTics oF 
wesT asia:
In post-Assad Syria, the Peo-
ple’s Defence Unit(PDU), a 
US-backed Kurdish militia 
which was also a party to 
the anti-Assad forces, is ey-
ing a separate independent 
rule in the post-Assad re-
gime. 

The HTS, being a main 
rebel group of the anti-
Assad forces, has a great 
influence of Turkey politi-
cally and militarily. As Tur-
key is well aware of the fact 
that the creation of a Kurd-
ish independent state in the 
region will be a direct threat 
to Turkey’s territorial integ-

rity, it would never let PDU 
achieve their dream of cre-
ating an independent Kurd-
ish state. Turkey also argues 
that the creation of an inde-
pendent Kurdish state in 
Syria would trigger a dom-
ino effect for the demand 
for a separate Kurdish state 
in the neighbouring states, 
too. Henceforth, Turkey 
will probably be the most af-
fected state by this demand, 
as Turkey already has great 
hostility with the PKK, the 
most notorious Kurdish mi-
litia group in the region. As 
HTS-led Syria has recently 
held a National Dialogue 
Conference regarding the 
framing of the constitution, 
the Turkey-backed Syrian 
interim government did not 
invite the US-backed Kurd-
ish militia group(PDU) to 
the conference. Failing to 
include the Kurdish rival 
in this conference will cer-
tainly escalate the regional 
conflict in the future. It also 
proves to be right that the 
instability in Syria and the 
continuous demand for a 
separate state for Kurds is 
not over yet. Henceforth, the 
prevailing conflicts in post-
Assad Syria have potentially 
proved to be a good recipe 
for Israel from its geostrate-
gic point of view. 

spark in The 
kashmir vaLLey
In the UN, India has always 
voted in favour of the Syr-
ian claim to Golan Heights 
for decades in exchange for 
Syria not making any pro-
vocative comments against 
India as well as not being 
supportive of militancy in  
Kashmir at all. However, 

the anti-Assad rebel groups 
of Syria, such as ISIS and 
Al-Qaida, have always been 
vocal and supportive of mili-
tancy in Kashmir valley.  In 
the Julani-led regime in 
Syria, India may witness a 
spark in the Kashmir valley, 
as the militancy in Kashmir 
has a direct link with anti-
Assad Syrian rebel groups. 

The reason behind anti-
Assad forces supporting 
militancy in Kashmir is 
probably because India al-
ways indirectly supported 
the Assad regime in Syria 
and always maintained its 
strategic silence over the 
Syrian civil war. Now, the 
HTS-led post-Assad regime 
and the increasing instabil-
ity in Syria may give a spark 
in the Kashmir valley soon-
er or later. As Al Julani-led 
HTS is backed by Turkey, 
Turkey’s growing ties with 
Pakistan in recent times 
are additionally quite con-
cerning for the anticipated 
instability in the Kashmir 
Valley. Therefore, the In-
dian government must be 
well-prepared to respond 
to any activity challenging 
Indian sovereignty in the 
valley. However, India’s 
strengthening ties with 
the West Asian countries 
(particularly Qatar and the 
Taliban)  is a smart strat-
egy to indirectly discourage 
and counter the negative 
influence of militancy in the 
Kashmir valley.

Sanjay Turi, Doctoral Can-
didate, Centre for West Asian 
Studies(CWAS), School of 
International Studies(SIS), 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi.

Changing geopolitical dynamics in Syria and concern for India

The current BJP President JP Nadda is currently 
on an extension and his successor should be an-
nounced anytime soon. While it is correct that in 
the Modi-Shah era no one knows who the next 
BJP Chief would be, there are some names that 
are doing the rounds. However it would be a fu-
tile exercise to name the successor, one can take a 
look at the optics and the kind of messaging the 
BJP would like to send out when it appoints its 
next chief.

First, it will probably 
not be a woman. Though 
the women have emerged 
as a very influential vote 
bank, the BJP took care 
of the gender equation by 
appointing its first wom-
en chief minister when 
Rekha Gupta took oath 
as the Delhi Chief Minis-
ter. Prior to this, the BJP 
didn’t have a single wom-
an chief minister. 

Given the focus on the 
south and the fact that 
the Modi impact is still to comprehensively 
cross the Dravidian divide, the next party chief 
could be from the South. More so since the Con-
gress has a Dailt from Karnataka as its party 
chief. Which brings us to the next optic - an 
OBC candidate. This again is a section that the 
BJP is aggressively pursuing, specially after 
Rahul Gandhi and the INDIA bloc harping on 
the caste census. Of course the Prime Minister 
himself is an OBC which does take away from 
the Congress narrative that the BJP is an upper 
class dominated party.

The RSS will also have a say in the final deci-
sion. Which means the candidate must have a 
Sangh connect. The names that are doing the 
rounds, all have a RSS background. So it will be 
one of the other factors that will play a decisive 
role. 

The decision is expected soon and if the can-
didate is a Union Cabinet minister, then this 
could also lead to a reshuffle, though JP Nadda 
has been holding both posts. But whoever the 
candidate will be, it will still be Home Minister 
Amit Shah who will be doing most of the heavy 
lifting, from membership drives, organizational 
handling to election strategizing. That is just 
the way the BJP runs.  

Priya Sahgal

perspecTive

The NexT BJP 
PresideNT

opinion
Prof. AbhinAv MehrotrA 
& Dr. biswAnAth GuPtA

opinion
sAnjAy turi

LeGAL, seCUriTY, ANd hUMAN 
riGhTs iMPLiCATiONs

Given the focus on 
the south and the 
fact that the Modi 
impact is still to 
comprehensively 
cross the Dravidian 
divide, the next 
party chief could 
be from the south. 
More so since the 
Congress has a Dailt 
from Karnataka 
as its party chief.

The conTroversy over china’s proposeD embassy in LonDon

Though Basar Assad came to power 
after succeeding his father, Hafeez Assad, 
in early 2000, his brutal and despotic 
rule in actual sense mainly started right 
from the beginning of the pro-democracy 
protest in 2011 during the Arab Spring.
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Tripathi, celebrated for his 
mythological retellings, en-
tered the fray, urging Kamra 
to read the 1829 Sati Abolish-
ment Act, which, he argued, 
explicitly stated that sati was 
"not enjoined" by Hindu 
scriptures and was nearly 
nonexistent at the time. The 
debate quickly spiraled, with 
supporters and detractors 
dissecting history, religious 
interpretations, and colonial 
narratives. The controversy 
underscored an uncomfort-
able truth: even in the digital 
age, the embers of sati still 
burn in India’s collective 
consciousness.

The MyTh and The 
RealiTy
The word sati derives from 
Sanskrit, meaning "a virtu-
ous woman." The roots of 
the practice can be traced 
to Hindu mythology, par-
ticularly the tale of Goddess 
Sati, who immolated herself 
in protest against her father’s 
humiliation of Lord Shiva. 
However, in this narrative, 
Sati’s act was one of defiance 
and divine retribution—not 
widow immolation.

Historically, the earliest 
mentions of sati appear in 
the Mahabharata (compiled 
around 400 CE) and Tamil 
Sangam literature from 
the 2nd or 3rd century CE. 
Greek historian Diodorus 
Siculus recorded instances 
of sati in Punjab in the 4th 
century BCE, suggesting 
that it was known but not 
widely practiced. The prev-
alence of sati surged in the 
medieval period, particu-
larly in Rajput communities, 
where it evolved into jau-
har—mass self-immolation 
by women to avoid capture 
and dishonor by invaders.

The BRiTish 
inTeRvenTion
By the early 19th century, 
British colonial adminis-
trators were documenting 
sati cases, particularly in 
Bengal, where 500–600 
instances were recorded 
annually. While the British 
framed their intervention as 
a humanitarian effort, their 
motives were not entirely 
altruistic.

Social reformer Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy played a piv-
otal role in advocating for 
the abolition of sati, argu-
ing that it was neither a 
religious obligation nor a 
widespread practice. His 
efforts culminated in the 
Bengal Sati Regulation of 
1829, criminalizing the act. 
However, this legislative 
victory also served British 
interests, allowing them to 

portray themselves as civi-
lizing rulers while reinforc-
ing their control over Indian 
customs and laws.

The Commission of Sati 
(Prevention) Act, 1987, not 
only banned sati but also 
criminalized its glorification. 
However, enforcement has 
been inconsistent.

The Roop KanwaR 
Case
Despite its prohibition, sati 
did not vanish overnight. 
The most infamous modern 
case occurred in 1987, when 
18-year-old Roop Kanwar 
was burned alive on her hus-
band's pyre in Deorala, Ra-
jasthan. Rather than being 
condemned, her death was 
glorified by some sections of 
society, with temples erected 
in her honor. The incident 
led to the Commission of Sati 

(Prevention) Act, reinforcing 
the ban and criminalizing its 
glorification. Yet, Roop Kan-
war’s case revealed the deep 
cultural entrenchment of the 
practice and the difficulty of 
eradicating it completely.

While the Roop Kanwar 
case (1987) is covered in de-
tail, there have been lesser-
known incidents of attempt-
ed or glorified sati post-1987. 
Reports suggest that temples 
dedicated to “sati” figures 
still exist, like, the Kalighat 
Kali Temple in Kolkata, the 
Chamundeshwari Temple 
in Karnataka and Rani Sati 
Temple is a temple located 
in Jhunjhunu, Jhunjhunu 
district, in the state of Raj-
asthan. And some rituals, 
though unofficial, continue. 
These occurrences suggest 
that sati is not entirely erased 
and still holds a symbolic 

place in certain communi-
ties.

saTi in populaR 
CulTuRe
The ghost of sati has found 
new life in cinema and lit-
erature. In 1989, Aparna 
Sen’s film Sati, starring 
Shabana Azmi, depicted a 
mute woman forced into a 
symbolic marriage with a 
tree, shedding light on op-

pressive traditions. More 
controversially, Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali’s Padmaavat (2018) 
reignited debates when its 
climactic jauhar scene was 
perceived as glorifying self-
immolation. While Bhansali 
defended the depiction as 
historically accurate, crit-
ics argued that cinematic 
portrayals of sati continue 
to romanticize oppression 
under the guise of honor.

Sati occasionally resurfac-
es in Indian politics, often 
weaponized for ideological 
battles. In 2023, BJP MP 
Chandra Prakash Joshi in-
voked jauhar in Parliament, 
triggering protests from 
opposition leaders who ac-
cused him of glorifying sati. 
Similar controversies have 
played out in legal battles, as 
seen in the Supreme Court’s 
dismissal of petitions against 
Padmaavat, reflecting the 
judiciary’s cautious stance 
on balancing historical rep-
resentation with potential 
endorsement of outlawed 
practices.

why does The TopiC 
peRsisT?
The periodic resurgence of 
sati in public discourse can 
be attributed to several fac-
tors:

1. Cultural Legacy: Deeply 
embedded in India’s histori-
cal and religious conscious-
ness, sati continues to be 
referenced in myths, rituals, 
and folklore.

2. Colonial Narratives: The 
British abolition of sati is of-
ten invoked in debates over 
cultural imperialism versus 
social reform.

3. Gender and Patriarchy: 
Sati remains a stark symbol 
of patriarchal control over 
women’s bodies and choices.

4. Media and Cinema: 
Films and literature keep 
the discussion alive, some-

times sparking controversy 
over artistic freedom versus 
glorification.

5. Legal and Political Ma-
nipulation: Politicians and 
activists selectively invoke 
sati to serve ideological agen-
das, ensuring it remains in 
the public eye.

Post-1987, global human 
rights organizations and 
UN bodies condemned the 
practice, urging India to 
strengthen enforcement. 
Sati is often compared to 
other widowhood rituals 
worldwide, such as seppu-
ku in Japan and suttee-like 
practices in Southeast Asia, 
where widows were his-
torically expected to follow 
their husbands in death. Ex-
amining these comparisons 
would provide a broader 
perspective on the ways 
patriarchal societies have 
controlled women's lives 
through rituals of sacrifice.

Sati was not uniformly 
practiced across India. The 
practice was more prevalent 
in Rajasthan, Bengal, and 
Madhya Pradesh, where 
historical instances were re-
corded. While Rajput jauhar 
was often an act of collective 
self-immolation, Bengal’s 
instances were largely in-
dividual cases, often rooted 
in social pressures and 
upper-caste traditions. Un-
derstanding these regional 
nuances provides a more 
accurate historical picture 

of sati’s presence and decline.
Though sati was abol-

ished, did the oppression of 
widows simply take another 
form? Cities like Vrindavan 
and Varanasi are known 
as ‘cities of widows’, where 
thousands of women—ostra-
cized by their families—live 
in extreme poverty. Many 
are left to beg or perform 
religious rituals for surviv-
al. The stigma surrounding 
widowhood, though not as 
extreme as sati, continues to 
deny women agency, proper-
ty rights, and social dignity. 
Addressing these ongoing 
issues is crucial in ensuring 
that the spirit of sati does not 
persist in subtler ways.

a legaCy ThaT 
lingeRs
Despite its legal abolition, 
the idea of sati refuses to 
fade, morphing into new 
forms of oppression—be 
it honor killings, domestic 
violence, or societal expec-
tations of widowhood. The 
question remains: Has India 
truly buried the flames of Sati, 
or does it smolder beneath the 
surface, waiting for another 
spark?

The fight against sati was 
never just about stopping 
widow immolation; it was 
about challenging an en-
tire system that dictated a 
woman’s worth based on 
her marital status. As long as 
patriarchy exists, the ghost 
of sati will never be entirely 
exorcised. It is up to society 
to decide whether it wants 
to keep revisiting this prac-
tice as a relic of the past—or 
finally put its ashes to rest.

While Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy is credited with sati 
abolition, movements like 
Arya Samaj and Brahmo 
Samaj took strong stands 
against sati and widow op-
pression, while modern 
Hindu nationalist factions 
have had varied perspec-
tives, sometimes invoking 
sati in cultural rhetoric.

From heated Twitter de-
bates to Supreme Court 
cases, Sati refuses to be just 
a relic of the past. Even in the 
digital age, its embers still 
glow in political speeches, 
Bollywood films, and legal 
controversies.

Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra
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In 1987, an 18-year-old woman in Rajasthan was burned alive 
on her husband's pyre as thousands watched in reverence. 

More than 150 years after its official abolition, why does the 
specter of Sati still haunt India’s collective conscience?

The SpecTer of SaTi

A 40-year-old widow sits outside her shop in Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh. Getty

Roop Kanwar was burned to death on her husband's funeral pyre in 1987 in Rajasthan. File

Some still visit the spot where Roop Kanwar died to light a lamp. BBC

n February 2025, an unexpected controversy erupted 

on X (formerly Twitter) when Ola CEO Bhavish Ag-

garwal praised a podcast titled “Sati – Fact or Fiction?” 

by author Amish Tripathi. Aggarwal, known for his 

strong opinions, compared the scarcity of evidence 

on sati to the widespread historical documentation of 

witch burnings in medieval Europe. His comment triggered come-

dian Kunal Kamra, who responded with a sharp retort: 

“Raja Ram Mohan Roy fought against the practice of Sati; it was abolished in 

1829. The last documented case of Sati in India was as recent as 1987. Please 

focus on your automobiles being immobile.”

Freedom fighter Raja Ram Mohan Roy. Wikipedia

In 1987, Rajasthan was under the leadership of Chief Minister 
Hari Dev Joshi. Under his leadership, promptly enacted an 
ordinance aimed at preventing the practice and glorification 
of sati. File photo

Film Padmaavat (2018) reignited debates on sati practice in 
India with its climactic 'jauhar' scene.
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The Supreme Court in the 
landmark ruling stated that 
the boundaries of judicial 
service hiring.

The Supreme Court ruled 
that nobody can be discrimi-
nated against in the matter 
of judicial appointments 
based on physical dis-
abilities alone, overturning 
discriminatory rules in the 
Madhya Pradesh Judicial 
Services Rules.

The division bench of Jus-
tice JB Pardiwala and Justice 
R. Mahadevan was hearing 

the present matter.
The bench in the case was 

hearing a suo motu case 
on Rule 6A of the Madhya 
Pradesh Services Examina-
tion Rules 1994, which had 
earlier excluded visually im-
paired and low vision candi-
dates from judicial service.

The court stated that, 
‘Blind candidates cannot be 
considered to be ‘not suit-
able’ for judicial service and 
they can compete for selec-
tion for posts in judicial 
service.’

The court in the case re-
jected the idea that blind-

ness makes candidates 
unsuitable for judicial ap-
pointments. The bench of 
Justice Mahadevan stated 
that, ‘Persons with disabili-
ties must not face any dis-
crimination in the pursuit 
of judicial service opportu-
nities.’ The court stated that 
the provision needs to be 
made for candidates who 
are disabled while deter-
mining their fitness under 
the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 2016.

The matter was conse-
quent to a letter to then Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud by 

a visually impaired candi-
date’s mother complaining 
of exclusionary practices in 
selection as judges. 

The court while interpret-
ing one of the petition filed 
under Article 32 of the Con-
stitution of India stated that 
what reason it could be to 
withhold reservation quo-
tas from visually challenged 
candidates in the 2022 Civil 
Judge Class-II examination.

The court also stated that 
the requirements of Rule 7 
of MP Service Rules such 
as an additional condition 
of three years of practice or 

scoring 70% marks in the 
very first attempt by dif-
ferently abled candidates. 
Keeping the 70% aggre-
gate marks as a require-
ment.

The said judgement also 
relieves the victims all at 
once by ruling that PWD 
candidates who had ap-
peared for earlier selection 
rounds are to be re-consid-
ered and candidates from 
Rajasthan who were left 
out because of non-utiliza-
tion of different cut-offs can 
be given a chance in the sub-
sequent recruitment process.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Karti P Chidambaram 
v. The Directorate of En-
forcement and connected 
cases observed and is set to 
hear the writ petitions filed 
against the Vijay Madan-
lal Choudhary judgement, 
which upheld various pro-
visions of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act. 
PMLA.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Surya Kant, Justice 
CT Ravikumar (now retired) 
and Justice Ujjal Bhuyan 
was hearing the present 
matter.

However, after the retire-
ment of Justice Ravikumar, a 
need arose for reconstitution 
of the bench.

The petitions were first 
listed on August 07, 2024, 
but the hearing kept getting 
adjourned ever since.

The present matter is listed 
before a two-judge bench 
of Justices Kant and N Ko-
tiswar Singh on March 06, 
2025.

Background of the 
case

On July 27, 2022, the bench 
comprising of Justice AM 
Khanwilkar, Justice Dinesh 
Maheshwari and Justice CT 
Ravikumar delivered the 
VMC judgment. Thus, vide 
the said judgement, certain 
provisions of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act, 
2002, PMLA were upheld. 

these provisions 
included –

1.The section 5, section 8(4), 
section 15, section 17 and 
section 19 of Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act, 
PMLA, which relates to 
Enforcement Directorate’s 
power of arrest, attachment, 
search and seizure;
2.The Section 24 of Preven-
tion of Money Laundering 
Act, PMLA, which relates to 
reverse burden of proof (in 
this regard, the Court said 
the provision had ‘reason-
able nexus with the objects 
of the Act);
3.Section 45 of Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
PMLA, which provides 

“twin-conditions” for bail (in 
this regard, it was said that 
the Parliament was com-
petent to amend the provi-
sion in 2018 even after the 
Supreme Court’s judgment 
in Nikesh Tarachand Shah, 

which struck down the con-
ditions).

Subsequent to the said 
decision, the instant review 
petitions (8 in number) were 
filed. With the retirement of 
Justice Khanwilkar, then CJI 
NV Ramana presided over 
the bench to consider the 
petitions.

On August 25, 2022, the 
bench headed by CJI Rama-
na-led bench orally observed 
that at least two conclusions 
of the judgment required 
relook - first, that the copy 
of the Enforcement Case 
Information Report, ECIR; 
equivalent of FIR in money 
laundering cases need not 
be given to the accused, and 
second, the upholding of 
the reversal of presumption 
of innocence. The court in 
the case observed and has 
allowed an application for 
open court hearing of the 
review petitions and since 
issuance of notice, the peti-
tions were listed for hearing 
for the first time on August 7.

The court adjourned the 
matter at the request of So-
licitor General Tushar Meh-
ta, who sought some time to 
prepare and argue.

However, the matter was 
listed on September 18 but 
the matter got re-listed for 
October 16.  On the said date, 
it could not be taken up as 
Justice Kant was on leave.

Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter for further 
consideration on March 16, 
2025.

Supreme Court: Visually impaired persons cannot be denied 
opportunity to join judicial services

PMLA review: Supreme Court lists 
pleas challenging Vijay Madanlal 
Choudhary judgement on March 6

The Supreme Court in the case 
D.K. Sharma And Ors Versus 
Bar Council Of Delhi And Ors 
observed and has ordered that 
the Delhi High Court and Dis-
trict Bar Association elections, 
which are scheduled to be held 
on March 21, shall be held on 
the scheduled date and not be 
deferred any further.

The court in the case direct-
ed that the National Green Tri-
bunal, NGT Bar Association 
shall hold and conclude its 
elections by March, 31, 2025.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Surya Kant and Justice 
N Kotiswar Singh was hearing 
the present matter.

The court in the case was 
hearing the DK Sharma case, 
wherein the court stated that 
the Registrar (General) of the 
National Green Tribunal, 
NGT is directed to hold elec-
tions of the Bar Association 
for which, if need be, an Elec-
tion Committee and a Return-
ing Officer, from amongst 
the senior members who are 
not contesting the elections, 
may be constituted. The elec-
tions shall be completed in all 
circumstances by March 31, 
2025. Thus, a compliance af-

fidavit needs to be filed.
However, the elections in the 

Delhi High Court Bar and the 
District Bar Associations are 
now scheduled to be held on 
March 21, 2025.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Atmaram Nadkarni 
appearing for applicants in 
the NGT Bar case contended 
before the court that elections 
of the Bar Association had not 
been held since 6 years. 

The counsel prayed for a 
direction to the Association 
to hold the elections at the 

earliest, saying, “Registrar 
(General) was supposed to 
conduct the elections, even 
a Returning Officer was ap-
pointed. But nothing further 
has happened”. As the NGT 
Bar Association remained un-
represented, on a specific que-
ry, the senior counsel further 
informed that the Association 
was served by the applicants 
on 1 March itself.

The bench of Justice Kant 
stated that, ‘There are more 
concerned about the envi-
ronment not being polluted”. 
Ultimately, the bench ordered 
that the Association’s elections 
shall be concluded by March 
31. The court ordered that the 
elections shall be held on the 

scheduled date without any 
further deferment. It has also 
been pointed out by one the 
counsel appearing before the 
court that, ‘One Post, prin-
ciple, urging that as a result 
of the petitioners’ efforts, the 
Delhi Bar elections are going 
to be held on one day. How-
ever, another issue remains, 
i.e., with regard to the “One 
Member, One Post” principle, 
which the Delhi High Court 
has somewhat agreed to, inso-
far as it held that no member 
of any Bar Association or body 
(such as the Bar Council of 
Delhi or Bar Council of India) 
would contest simultaneously 
for posts in two different Bar 
Associations or bodies.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Rajnish Singh @ Soni 
State Of U.P. And Another 
observed and has quashed a 
criminal complaint proceed-
ing initiated against a man 
who was accused of sexually 
assaulting a woman, with 
whom he had a 16-year-old 
consensual sexual relation-
ship, on a false pretext of 
marriage.

The court in the case reaf-
firmed that a mere breach of 
a marriage promise does not 
constitute rape unless it is be-
ing proven that the accused 
never intended to marry the 
woman from the outset of the 
relationship.

The court in the case ob-
served and has expressed 
surprise that the complain-
ant, a highly educated and 
well-established adult, did 
not report the alleged sexual 
assaults for over a decade, 
wherein the doubts are 
raised about the credibility 
of her claims.

The court noted that she 
filed the First Information 

Report, FIR only after the 
accused married another 
woman, suggesting an ulte-
rior motive to harass him.

The court observed that it is 
being hard to believe that the 
complainant, being a highly 
qualified and well-placed 
major woman, kept on bend-
ing to the demands of the ap-
pellant for a period of nearly 
16 years without raising any 
protest to any quarter that 
the appellant was exploit-
ing her sexually under the 
pretext of a false promise 
of marriage. Therefore, the 
prolonged period of 16 years 
during which the sexual re-
lations continued unabatedly 
between the parties, is suffi-
cient to conclude that there 
was never an element of force 
or deceit in the relationship.

Adding to it, the court also 
stated that it being impos-
sible to swallow the version 
of the complainant that for 
the entire period of 16 years, 
she unreservedly allowed 
the appellant to subject her 
to repeated acts of sexual in-
tercourse under the impres-
sion that the accused would 
on someday act upon his 

promise of marriage.
The bench comprising of 

Justices Vikram Nath and 
Sandeep Mehta was hearing 
the present matter.

The bench in the case was 
hearing the appeal filed by 
the accused against the deci-
sion of High Court, wherein 
the court dismissed his 
quashing petition. In 2022, 
the FIR in the instant case 
was lodged for the offence 
of rape and a chargesheet 
was also filed by the police 
the same year. It was alleged 
before the court that the ac-
cused, sometime in the year 
2006, sneaked into the house 
of the complainant in the 
night and subjected her to 
forcible sexual intercourse. 
The court in the case noted 
that in the intervening peri-
od, the intimacy between the 
appellant and the complain-
ant continued to flourish.

The appellant argued be-
fore the court that the rela-
tionship was consensual and 
that the complainant, who 
being a major and educated 
woman, willingly engaged 
in a long-term relationship 
with him. 

The Central Government has 
notified the appointment of 
four additional judges of the 
Madras High Court as perma-
nent judges.

The Union Ministry of 
Law and Justice, Arjun Ram 
Meghwal made a tweet for 
the appointment of following 
judges as permanent judges of 
the Madras High Court. 

1. Justice Ramasamy Sakthiv-
el
2. Justice P Dhanabal
3. Justice Chinnasamy Kuma-
rappan, and
4. Justice Kandasamy Ra-
jasekar

The Supreme Court Colle-
gium in its meeting held on 
February 20, 2025 recom-
mended them as permanent 
judges. The four judges were 
appointed as Additional Judg-
es of the Madras High Court 
on May 19, 2023. 
Justice sakthivel

Justice Sakthivel, who en-
rolled as an Advocate in 1998 
joined the District Judiciary in 
2011 through direct recruit-
ment and held positions such 
as Additional District Judge in 
Thanjavur and Coimbatore, 
Administrator General and 

the Official Trustee, AGOT of 
Tamil Nadu, Registrar Gen-
eral of Madras High Court, 
Principal District Judge of 
Coimbatore and Krishnagiri 
Districts.

Justice p. dhanaBal
Justice P. Dhanabal, who 

was serving as the Registrar 
General of the Madras High 
Court at the time of his eleva-
tion joined the District Judi-
ciary in 2011. He served as an 
Additional District Munsif 
and thereafter as Additional 
Sub Judge at Dharmapuri, 
and as III Additional District 
Judge, II Additional District 
Judge, PCR, and I Additional 
District Judge at Tirunelveli. 
He also served as Principal 
District Judge, Cuddalore 
and then as Chief Judge, Pu-
ducherry.
Justice c kumarappan

Justice C Kumarappan, 
who also joined the District 
Judiciary as District Judge in 
2011, served in Thoothukudi 
and Madurai Districts. He 
also served in the Registry 
of Madras High Court as the 
Registrar (IT-cum- Statistics) 
and Registrar General and 
was the Presiding Officer at 
the Principal Labour Court, 
Chennai at the time of his el-
evation.

The Delhi High Court in 
the case Saurabh Tripathi 
& Ors. v. Jamia Millia Isla-
mia and other connected 
matters observed and has 
directed that a committee 
needs to be constituted to 
‘calm down’ the situation 
amid recent students’ pro-
test in the Jamia Millia Isla-
mia, JMI.

The said Committee will 
be constituted under the 
supervision of Vice Chan-
cellor of the varsity and will 
comrpise of other officials, 
including students’ repre-
sentatives.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Dinesh Kumar Sharma 
also suspended till the next 
date of hearing the opera-
tion of a letter issued by the 
varsity on February 12, 
wherein it suspended vari-
ous students over the pro-
test.

As per the report of me-
dia, 17 students have been 
suspended for ‘protesting 
without permission’ and 
‘defacing public property’. 
therefore, the students have 
been protesting against the 
order of Jamia wherein it 

banned the protests and 
meetings without permis-
sion.

In the present matter, 
the court was hearing the 
petition filed by the sus-
pended students wherein 
it challenged the suspen-
sion letter issued by the of-
fice of Chief Proctor of the 
varsity whereby they were 
suspended and immediately 
banned from entering into 
the university campus.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Colin Gonsalves ap-
pearing for petitioner sub-
mitted before the court that 
the varsity had resorted to 
the action which was highly 
disproportionate to the pro-
test being undertaken by the 
students.

Senior Advocate Colin 
Gonsalves also submitted 
that the petitioners have a 
clean track record and had 
assembled outside the can-
teen for their protest. 

Gonsalves also stated that 

the varsity, instead of guid-
ing the students, sided with 
the Delhi Police and made 
them arrested.

The Gonsalves stated that 
the action of Jamia was to-
tally against its academic 
regulations and that no 
such chance was given to 
the petitioners to defend 
themselves.

Before the court, Chimni 
submitted that the suspen-
sion of the students cannot 
be more than two weeks as 
per the varsity’s ordinances.

On the other hand, Advo-
cate Amit Sahni appearing 
for Jamia submitted before 
the court that the varsity 
had given sufficient oppor-
tunity to the students and 
that the protest was no-
where related to academics 
and that no permission was 
sought from the university.

It has been stated by him 
before the court that the stu-
dents were sleeping outside 
the canteen without permis-
sion and were therefore re-
moved.

It was also submitted that 
no student was arrested 
inside the campus and that 
they were initially detained 
and released later.

SC directs Delhi HC & District Bar Assns to not defer polls 
beyond Mar 21; asks NGT Bar Assn to conclude polls by Mar 31

SC quashes rape case: ‘Unbelievable 
that educated woman endured 16 
yrs of exploitation’

Centre notifies appointment 
for four additional judges of 
Madras High Court

Jamia protest: Delhi HC constitutes 
committee to calm down situation, 
stays suspension of students

The Supreme Court in 
the case Madras Bar 
Association Versus 

Union Of India observed 
and has orally flagged two 
issues which relates to the 
tribunals across the coun-
try that require immediate 
attention namely: the ap-
pointment of staff and the 
service conditions.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tice NK Singh was hearing 
the present matter.

In the present matter, the 
bench was hearing a batch 
of petitions filed which 

broadly raised various is-
sues with regards to the pen-
dency vacancies, infrastruc-
ture and service conditions 
of the tribunals, etc across 
India and its members. 

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant flagged the 
appointment of staff on a 
contractual basis from pri-
vate agencies.

It has been stated by him 
before the court that, ‘One 
important issue, probably 
in respect of all tribunals is 
that we are providing them 
the basic infrastructure-the 
judgment writers...I am 
Chairperson of the com-
mittee for one of these tri-
bunals that deals with mat-

ter involving millions and 
thousands of crores. Now, 
the entire deputation came 
to me, met me, pointing out 
that we are permitted to en-
gage staff on a contract ba-
sis. If tomorrow, someone 
takes away file of the case, 
who is going to protect us? 
So, I suggested one of your 

ministers that why don’t 
you go for taking people on 
deputation while on Gov-
ernment service. They will 
be responsible people.’

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Kant suggested to the 
Attorney General for India, 
R. Venkataramani, that the 
staff of the tribunals needs 

to be appointed on a deputa-
tion basis and not on a con-
tractual basis. 

He also suggested that 
some retired government of-
ficers could also be engaged. 
He reasoned that at least his 
would provide more secu-
rity and safety in terms of 
the records entrusted to the 

staff.
Adding to it, the bench 

of Justice Kant stated that, 
‘Now getting from private 
agencies, what kind of em-
ployees will come? How 
much can you entrust them 
with original records? These 
are very sensitive issues. 
You have to understand the 

nature of Court working. 
The tribunal has the same 
kind of system. Today, if we 
have unknown staff here. 
Please identify all these is-
sues and collate them.’

The bench of Justice Kant 
responded to another issue 
with regards to the Senior 
conditions.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Arvind Datar stated 
that a serious issue with 
regards to the four-year ap-
pointment tenure is being 
faced by all NCLTs. 

He also stated that, ‘This 
kind of four-year appoint-
ment is not working out.’

The court stated that the 
tribunals have become a 

reality which shares an 
enormous burden from the 
Courts.

The bench of Justice Kannt 
orally remarked that, ‘Good 
candidates are not coming 
forward...We have offered 
to retired judges requesting 
them, please accept. They 
are declining only because 
of the conditions of service.’

Further, he also remarked 
that in terms of transfer 
and positing, the institu-
tions need ‘internal inner-
strengthening’ of all tribu-
nals.

He stated that the Court 
expects the Union to come 
out with some “effect modi-
cum” on this. 

SUPREME COURT RAISES CONCERNS OVER TRIbUNAlS ENgAgINg CONTRAST 
STAff fROM PRIVATE AgENCIES, CAllS fOR bETTER SERVICE CONdITIONS
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However, after 
the retirement of 
Justice Ravikumar, 
a need arose for 
reconstitution 
of the bench.

The court ordered that the elections 
shall be held on the scheduled date 
without any further deferment.

The bench headed by Justice Kant 
suggested to the Attorney General 
for India, R. Venkataramani, that 
the staff of the tribunals needs to be 
appointed on a deputation basis 
and not on a contractual basis. 
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Israel strikes military 
site in Syria’s Al 
Qardahah: IDF

Syrian forces launch sweep as 
Assad loyalists accused of attacks

Pakistan-Afghanistan border 
clashes ease, thousands seek shelter

China watches from the sidelines as Trump switches allegiance

North Korea accuses Trump administration 
of stepping up provocations

Imran rejects decision to 
rename stadium after him

The Israel Defence Forces 
(IDF) said that it has struck 
a military site where weap-
ons belonging to the pre-
vious Syrian regime were 
stored in Syria’s Al Qarda-
hah.

In a statement on Tuesday, 
the IDF said that the deci-
sion to strike military infra-
structure in Al Qardahah 
was taken due to the recent 
developments in the area.

According to the state-
ment, the IDF continues to 
monitor developments in 
the area and will act as nec-
essary in order to defend the 
citizens of Israel.

In a post on X, the IDF 
stated, “The IDF struck a 
military site where weapons 
belonging to the previous 
Syrian regime were stored 

in the area of Al Qardahah 
in Syria a short while ago. 
Due to recent developments 
in the area, it was decided to 
strike military infrastruc-
ture at the site. The IDF 
continues to monitor devel-
opments in the area and will 
act as necessary in order to 
defend the citizens of the 
State of Israel.”

Earlier on March 3, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu expressed his 
gratitude to US President 
Donald Trump for his “un-
wavering support” for Is-
rael, particularly with the 
ongoing situation in Gaza.

In a recent statement on X, 
Netanyahu praised Trump 
as “the greatest friend that 
Israel has ever had in the 
White House,” highlighting 
the significant steps Trump 
has taken to aid Israel’s se-
curity in the region.

Syrian authorities launched 
a security sweep in the city of 
Latakia on Tuesday, residents 
said, after two members of 
their forces were killed in an 
attack blamed by state media 
on remnants of Bashar al-
Assad’s ousted government.

Bursts of gunfire were heard 
through the night as govern-
ment security forces deployed 
in the Datour district of Lata-
kia, part of the coastal region 
where Assad had drawn sup-
port from the Alawite com-
munity to which his family 
belongs.

The coastal region has 
emerged as one of the main 
security challenges for in-

terim President Ahmed al-
Sharaa’s new administration, 
which has deployed many of 
its forces into the area since 
Assad was deposed in Decem-
ber. A senior security official 
in the area told Reuters there 
had been an increase in hit-
and-run attacks on security 
patrols and checkpoints in 

several towns in Latakia prov-
ince over the last two weeks, 
blamed on former army per-
sonnel in hiding. The Syrian 
state news agency SANA, cit-
ing a security source, reported 
that the two members of the 
defence ministry had been 
killed in al-Datour by “groups 
of Assad militia remnants”.

Overnight clashes between 
Pakistani and Afghan secu-
rity forces at the main border 
crossing between the coun-
tries caused thousands of 
people to flee their homes 
but the situation had calmed 
down by Tuesday morning, 
residents and officials said.

The conflict started on 
Monday, the first working 
day of Ramadan, when food 
imports from Pakistan usu-
ally peak in Afghanistan.

Around 15,000 local resi-
dents fled to Landi Kotal due 
to the clashes, an official said. 
Afghan border guards had 
opened fire without warn-
ing, targeting government 

buildings and civilians, and 
causing widespread panic.

“The tensions between the 
two countries and continu-
ous closure of the border 
has been causing multiple 
problems to the people of 

the border area. People are 
very poor and dependent 
on their businesses related 
to the border,” Ali Shinwari, 
who lives in the border town, 
told Reuters. Relatives and 
tribesmen in a nearby town 

have been hosting dozens 
of relatives since the border 
closure, he added.

The Torkham crossing has 
been shut since February 
21 due to a dispute over the 
construction of a border-ar-
ea outpost by Afghanistan, 
Pakistani officials said on 
condition of anonymity.

Pakistan’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for 
a comment.

The Taliban-run Afghan 
Interior Ministry said on 
Monday one Taliban fighter 
was killed and two injured, 
while Pakistani security offi-
cials reported that members 
of their forces had also been 
wounded.

As world respect for the USA 
plummeted to a new nadir on 
28 February, after President 
Donald Trump and Vice-
President JD Vance dressed 
down Ukraine’s leader in a 
televised White House meet-
ing, the true winners are 
Moscow and Beijing. The ca-
pitulation of the US to tsarist 

Vladimir Putin’s viewpoint 
is astonishing in its rapidity, 
and it bodes ill for smaller 
countries around the world 
and hotspots like Taiwan.

Chairman Xi Jinping, as 
well as Putin, could not have 
dreamed of a more perfect 
outcome. As Russian state TV 
observed, “Now everything 
is being decided inside a big 
triangle: Russia, China and 

the US. Within this, the new 
construction of the world will 
come to fruition. The EU as a 
united political force no lon-
ger exists.”

On the very day that Trump 
was abusing Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, Russian Secu-
rity Council Secretary Ser-
gei Shoigu met Xi in Beijing. 
Chinese state media said the 
two sides were bringing the 

bilateral relationship to an 
“unprecedented high level”. 
Xi reiterated that “China and 
Russia are good neighbors 
linked by geography and, 
above all, a time-tested iron-
clad friendship”.

Xi added that “the two 
sides should maintain close 
communication at all levels 
to fully implement the com-
mon understandings” they 

reached, “and carry forward 
the spirit of China-Russia re-
lations for a new era, which is 
characterized by permanent 
good-neighborliness and 
friendship, comprehensive 
strategic coordination and 
mutually beneficial coop-
eration for win-win results, 
further deepen strategic co-
ordination and practical co-
operation.

North Korea’s Kim Yo Jong, the 
powerful sister of leader Kim 
Jong Un, criticised the Trump 
administration for stepping up 
“provocations” and said it justi-
fied the nuclear state increasing 
its nuclear deterrent, state me-
dia KCNA said.

Kim denounced the U.S. air-
craft carrier USS Carl Vinson’s 
visit to South Korea on Sun-
day, saying the action was part 
of a “policy of confrontation” 
against North Korea.

“As soon as its new adminis-
tration appeared this year, the 
U.S. has stepped up the politi-
cal and military provocations 
against the DPRK, ‘carrying 
forward’ the former adminis-
tration’s hostile policy,” Kim 
said, according to Tuesday’s 
KCNA report.

DPRK is short for North Ko-
rea’s official name, the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of 
Korea.

“Hostile policy toward the 

DPRK pursued by the U.S. at 
present is offering sufficient 
justification for the DPRK to in-
definitely bolster ... its nuclear 
war deterrent,” Kim added.

South Korea’s defence minis-
try said in a statement on Tues-
day that Kim Yo Jong’s com-
ments were nothing more than 
deception to justify its nuclear 
missile development.

“North Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons are never acceptable, and 
the only way for North Korea 

to survive is to abandon its 
obsession and delusion about 
nuclear (weapons),” the minis-
try said in a statement.

South Korea’s navy said on 
Sunday the U.S. aircraft car-
rier arrived at the southern port 
city of Busan in South Korea as 
a show of force against North 
Korea.

The nuclear-powered Carl 
Vinson is the first U.S. aircraft 
carrier to dock at a South Ko-
rean port since Trump’s second 
term in office began in January.

Kim Yo Jong also criticised 
the deployment of U.S. B-1B 
strategic bombers over the Ko-
rean peninsula as part of joint 
drills with the U.S. and Japan, 
as well as slamming a pledge 
by the three allies made at a 
security conference in Munich 
in February that called for the 
denuclearisation of the North.

Trump held unprecedented 
summits with the North Kore-
an leader during his first term 
and has touted their personal 
rapport.

 

Jailed former prime minister 
Imran Khan disapproved 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government’s decision to 
rename Arbab Niaz Cricket 
Stadium after the cricketer-
turned-politician’s name, 
his sister said on Tuesday.

Aleema Khan, the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
party founder’s sister, told 
the media after meeting her 
brother in jail that Khan, 72, 
did not like the provincial 

government’s decision to 
rename the cricket stadium 
in Peshawar after him.

“I don’t like anything to 
be named after me. So the 
stadium’s name should be 
reverted to the original,” 
Khan told Aleema.

Khan said he did not fa-
vour such changes and that 
national assets should be 
preserved with their origi-
nal identity.  The Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa government 
has been reviewing the mat-
ter following Khan’s disap-
proval.

Arbab Khizar Hayat, a 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) party 
leader in the province, said 
Khan took a good step by 
ordering Chief Minister Ali 
Amin Gandapur through 
his sister to restore the Arb-
ab Niaz Stadium’s original 
name.

“Political differences 
aside, we see Imran Khan’s 
decision in a positive light. 
Truth has prevailed, and it 
is a victory for all political 
parties and the people of 
Peshawar,” Hayat said.
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top of the day

Drug smuggling: 
3 inDians helD in 
nepal 
KATHMAnDU: Three 
indians were arrested in 
southern nepal on charges 
of smuggling narcotic 
drugs, police said. gautam 
Kushwaha (35), Ranjan 
Kumar Singh (30), and 
Sanjiv Kumar Ram (40), all 
residents of Bihar, were 
arrested on Monday from 
Jitpur Simara Municipal-
ity along with 170 grams 
of brown sugar, according 
to police. The suspects 
were arrested following a 
police raid on a hotel. Drug 
smuggling is illegal in nepal 
because it poses severe 
risks to public health, safety, 
and societal well-being. it 
fuels addiction, violence, and 
organized crime, under-
mines national security, and 
violates international drug 
control agreements. 

China hints at 
hiking DefenCe 
buDget
BeiJing: China on Tues-
day hinted at increasing 
its defence budget, the 
second largest after the 
US, saying peace and sov-
ereignty can only be “safe-
guarded with strength”.
China will unveil its defence 
expenditure, a part of the 
main budget to be presented 
to the parliament, the 
national People’s Congress 
(nPC), by Premier li Qiang 
on Wednesday. last year, 
China increased its defence 
budget by 7.2 per cent to 
about USD 232 billion (1.67 
trillion yuan) -- over three 
times that of india -- as it 
continues with the massive 
modernisation of all its 
armed forces.

earthquake of 
magnituDe 4.2 
roCks tibet
TiBeT: An earthquake 
of magnitude 4.2 on the 
Richter Scale jolted Tibet on 
Tuesday, as per a statement 
by the national Center for 
Seismology. As per the nCS, 
the earthquake occurred at 
a depth of 5km, making it 
susceptible to aftershocks. 
“eQ of M: 4.2, on: 04/03/2025 
14:44:28 iST, lat: 28.28 n, 
long: 87.56 e, Depth: 5 Km, 
location: Tibet,” nCS stated. 
Shallow earthquakes like 
this one are more danger-
ous than deeper ones due to 
their greater energy release 
closer to the earth’s surface, 
causing stronger ground 
shaking and increased 
damage to structures and 
casualties.

singapore for 
Caning for 
sCammers
SingAPoRe: Singapore 
will consider caning finan-
cial scammers in certain 
cases, in recognition of the 
serious harm they cause, 
Minister of State for Home 
Affairs and Social and 
Family Development Sun 
Xueling said in Parliament 
on Tuesday. The Minister 
was responding to a sug-
gestion from MP Tan Wu 
Meng in her speech laying 
out the Ministry of Home 
Affairs’ (MHA) spending 
plans for the year ahead. 
The proposed measure 
emphasizes swift, severe 
punishment to combat 
fraud, protect public trust, 
and maintain Singapore’s 
reputation as a secure, 
transparent financial hub. 
Singapore is known for its 
zero-tolerance approach 
toward crime, especially 
financial scams, which can 
have devastating effects 
on individuals and 
 businesses. 

Diplomatic victory for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 
Attempt to expel Israel from 
the World Medical Students 
Association was thwarted

Israel’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs (MFA) is cel-
ebrating Monday night 
what it called a “significant 
victory” in the international 
arena as the attempt to ex-
pel Israel from the World 
Medical Students Asso-
ciation was thwarted. The 
MFA credited what it called 
intensive diplomatic efforts 
made by its UN missions for 
the win.

Israel wins 
vote against 
expulsion from 
medical group
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Russian military fighter jets are seen at Hmeimim air base in 
Syria’s coastal Latakia, Syria, December 14, 2024. File Photo 

People stand next to parked trucks loaded with supplies at 
the Torkham border crossing following the closure of the 
border crossing between Pakistan and Afghanistan, March 3, 
2025. File Photo

Flames and smoke rise from the site of an explosion in Al 
Bukamal, Deir al-Zor, Syria in this screengrab obtained from 
a social media video released on March 3, 2025. File Photo

Since January 19 under truce Hamas exchanged 33 Israeli hostages for 2,000 Palestinian prisoners.

Foreign Minister Gideon 
Saar said on Tuesday 
Israel was ready to 

proceed to the second phase 
of the Gaza ceasefire deal, as 
long as Hamas was ready to 
release more of the 59 hos-
tages it is still holding.

Fighting in Gaza has been 
halted since January 19 un-
der a truce arranged with 
U.S. support and Qatari and 
Egyptian mediators, and 
Hamas has exchanged 33 Is-
raeli hostages and five Thais 
for some 2,000 Palestinian 
prisoners and detainees.

But the initial 42-day truce 
has expired and Hamas and 
Israel, which has blocked the 
entry of aid trucks into Gaza, 
remain far apart on broader 
issues including the postwar 
governance of Gaza and the 
future of Hamas itself.

“We are ready to continue to 
phase two,” Saar told report-
ers in Jerusalem as Arab lead-
ers prepared to meet in Cairo 
to discuss a plan for ending 
the war permanently.

“But in order to extend the 
time or the framework, we 
need an agreement to release 
more hostages.”

Hamas says it wants to 
move ahead to the second 
phase negotiations that could 

open the way to a permanent 
end to the war with the full 

withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from the devastated Palestin-

ian enclave and a return of the 
remaining 59 hostages taken 

in the Hamas-led attack on 
Israel on Oct 7, 2023. But Is-
rael says its hostages must be 
handed over for the truce to 
be extended and backs a plan 
to extend the ceasefire during 
the Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan, which began on 
Saturday, until after the Jew-
ish Passover holiday in April.

U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s special Mideast en-
voy Steve Witkoff is due to 
visit the region in the next few 
days to discuss extending the 
ceasefire or moving ahead of 
phase two, the State Depart-
ment said on Monday.

Saar denied that Israel had 
breached the agreement by 
not moving ahead to stage 
two negotiations. He said 
there was “no automaticity” 
between the stages and he 
said Hamas had itself vio-
lated the agreement to allow 
aid into Gaza by seizing most 
of the supplies itself.

“It is a means to continue 
the war against Israel. It’s to-
day the major part of Hamas 
income in Gaza,” he said.

Aid groups have said that 
looting and wrongful seizure 
of aid trucks into Gaza has 
been a major problem but 
Hamas, the Islamist militant 
group that seized power in 
Gaza in 2007, denies seizing 
aid for its own members.

hostage Deal neeDeD to extenD gaza 
Ceasefire: israel fighting in gaza halteD 
AGENCIES
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nCeasefire extension proposed during Ramadan until after Passover
nHamas wants to move on to second truce phase for permanent end to war, full 

Israeli withdrawal from Gaza
n Hamas and Israel at odds over postwar governance of Gaza

Palestinian children gather to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen, during the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan, in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, March 3, 2025. File Photo

Tel AvIv :  Israel Defence Minister 
Israel Katz spoke with US Sec-
retary of Defense Pete Hegseth, 
whom he thanked, for President 
Trump’s support for accelerat-
ing shipments of weapons and 
security equipment to Israel, and 
for his commitment to the “strong 
alliance between the countries.”

Katz said that Israel had agreed 
to the outline proposed by the 

President’s Special envoy for the 
Middle east, Steve Witkoff, and 
stressed the need to return all 
the Israeli hostages still held in 
Gaza and to destroy the Hamas 
regime there.

The Minister reviewed with the 
Secretary Hegseth the IDF’s (Is-
rael Defense Forces) activities 
in Judea and Samaria against 
terrorism, emphasized the im-

portance of the security areas 
Israel’s military established in 
lebanon and Syria, and thanked 
America for its support. In addi-
tion, Katz and Hegseth agreed 
that Iran is the main threat to 
the region, and that close coop-
eration between Israel and the 
US must continue with the aim 
of preventing it from obtaining 
nuclear weapons.

Israel thanks US for accelerating shipments of weapons

Kim denounced the 
U.S. aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vinson’s 

visit to South Korea 
on Sunday, saying 

the action was 
part of a “policy 

of confrontation” 
against North 

Korea.



The President of Finland, Alexander Stubb, (2nd L), his wife, Suzanne Innes-Stubb (L), King Frederik X of Denmark (R) 
and Queen Mary of Denmark (2nd R) stand on a balcony of the Presidential Palace in Helsinki, Finland. 

Source: Ida Marie Odgaard
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Trump hints Zelenskyy ‘won’t 
be around very long’

Pope suffered two episodes of 
‘acute respiratory insufficiency’

Four UK men guilty of laundering £200 million via gold dealership convicted

As Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy con-
tinues to scramble for sup-
port through Europe fol-
lowing rift with the United 
States, he held a ‘productive’ 
conversation with Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) 
leader and likely German 
Chancellor, Friedrich Merz 
on Tuesday.

Appreciating Berlin’s sup-
port for Kyiv, Zelenskyy ac-
knowledged the supplies of 
air defence systems which 

played an important role in 
ensuring financial stability 

for the war-hit country.
“Had a productive conver-

sation with the leader of the 
CDU party, which won the 
Bundestag elections, Fried-
rich Merz. We coordinated 
our positions and I appreciate 
his support. Ukraine highly 
values Germany’s efforts 
to restore European secu-
rity and protect lives in our 
country. We remember that 
Germany is the leader in sup-
plying air defense systems to 
Ukraine and plays a crucial 
role in ensuring our financial 
stability. Agreed with Fried-
rich Merz on further coop-
eration and contacts.”

Russia told Myanmar’s leader 
and military junta chief Min 
Aung Hlaing on Tuesday that 
Moscow saw good prospects 
for expanding cooperation in 
a range of areas including ag-
riculture and nuclear energy.

“Despite the illegitimate 
sanctions against Russia 
and Myanmar, our trade and 
economic cooperation is de-
veloping successfully, and 
mutual trade is growing,” 
Prime Minister Mikhail Mi-
shustin said.

“There are good opportu-
nities to increase our coop-
eration in the energy sector, 
peaceful nuclear energy, 
transport infrastructure, 
and agriculture,” Mishustin 
said, according to the Inter-
fax news agency.

Russian companies plan to 
invest in Myanmar’s special 
economic zone in Dawei, Mi-
shustin said, without nam-
ing specific firms. The long-

delayed Dawei project on the 
Andaman Sea is intended to 
be a major hub for industry, 
technology and transport.

Hlaing, 68, who rarely 

travels abroad, was greeted 
earlier by Sergei Shoigu, one 
of President Vladimir Putin’s 
top security officials. He was 
also due to meet Putin, and 

the Kremlin said documents 
would be signed with Myan-
mar.

“We have been very ac-
tively developing relations 
with Myanmar. This is a very 
important partner of ours in 
East Asia,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said.

The country of 55 million 
people has been in turmoil 
since February 2021 when 
the military ousted the ad-
ministration of Nobel peace 
prize winner and NLD party 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 
The junta plans this year to 
hold an election, which crit-
ics have derided as a sham to 
keep the generals in power 
through proxies. Along with 
China, Russia is a supporter 
of Myanmar’s military and 
has said it is developing co-
operation, opens new tab, 
including between their air 
forces. The Soviet Union 
established relations with 
Myanmar on its indepen-
dence from Britain in 1948.

Zelenskyy meets German leader Merz

Russia seeks deeper ties with 
Myanmar in trade and nuclear energy

The Trump administration 
has paused military aid to 
Ukraine following a verbal 
clash between US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
his Ukrainian counterpart 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the 
Oval Office

Trump warned that the 
Ukrainian leader “won’t be 
around very long” if prog-
ress was not made on a peace 
deal. Without taking names, 
Trump hinted that the 
Ukrainian leader “won’t be 
around very long” without 
a ceasefire deal with Russia.

“It should not be that hard 
a deal to make. It could be 
made very fast,” Trump 
told reporters, referring to 
a ceasefire. “Now, maybe 
somebody doesn’t want to 

make a deal, and if some-
body doesn’t want to make 
a deal, I think that person 
won’t be around very long.”

During an event with Tai-
wan Semiconductor Manu-
facturing Co (TSMC) chief 

executive CC Wei at the 
White House on Monday, 
Trump criticized Zelensky 
for saying the war could go 
on for a long time and said 
Ukraine’s president should 
be “more appreciative” of 

billions of dollars of military 
aid in Kyiv’s fight against 
Russia.

When asked about what 
he needs to see from Zelen-
skyy to restart negotiations, 
Trump said,

“Well, I just think he (Zel-
enskyy) should be more 
appreciative because this 
country has stuck with them 
through thick and thin. 

We’ve given them much 
more than Europe, and 
Europe should have given 
more than us, because, as 
you know, that’s right there. 
That’s the border. 

This country really was 
like the fence on the border. 
It was very important to Eu-
rope. And I’m not knocking 
Europe, I’m saying they’re 
just -- they were a lot smart-
er than Joe Biden, because 
Joe Biden didn’t have a clue. 

Pope Francis suffered two 
episodes of “acute respi-
ratory insufficiency” on 
Monday as the 88-year-old 
pontiff continues to battle 
pneumonia, according to 
Vatican News, citing the 
Holy See Press Office.

In a statement on Mon-
day, the Holy See Press Of-
fice said, “Today, the Holy 
Father suffered two epi-
sodes of acute respiratory 
insufficiency, caused by a 
significant accumulation 
of endobronchial mucus 
and consequent broncho-
spasm.”

“Two bronchoscopies 
were therefore performed, 
with the need to remove 
large secretions,” it added.

It further said that non-
invasive mechanical venti-
lation was resumed in the 
afternoon. According to the 
statement, Pope Francis re-
mained alert, oriented and 
cooperative at all times.

In a statement, the Holy 
See Press Office said, “In 
the afternoon, non-invasive 
mechanical ventilation was 
resumed. The Holy Father 
remained alert, oriented and 
cooperative at all times,” 
Vatican News reported.

“The prognosis remains 
guarded,” it added.

Pope Francis’s test values 
are unchanged, suggesting 
that he does not have leuko-
cytosis (a high white blood 
cell count). This, in turn, 
suggests that there is no new 
infection, and the accumula-
tion of mucus is merely the 
consequence of the pontiff’s 
pre-existing pneumonia.

Four men were convict-
ed on Tuesday of laun-
dering more than 200 
pounds ($255 million) in 
proceeds from organised 
crime though their gold 
dealership in northern 
England, the Crown 
Prosecution Service said.

The cash was couriered 
in holdalls or carrier 
bags from around Brit-

ain to Fowler Oldfield’s 
premises in Bradford and 
elsewhere, and paid into 
its NatWest (NWG.L), 
opens new tab bank ac-
count for the purchase of 
gold, prosecutors said.

West Yorkshire Police, 
which led the investiga-
tion, said that, shortly be-
fore police raided Fowler 
Oldfield in September 
2016, an average of 1.7 
million pounds came into 
its offices every day.

NatWest had already 
pleaded guilty in 2021 to 
failing to monitor Fowler 
Oldfield properly, which 

a judge who fined the 
bank 265 million pounds 
said allowed the launder-
ing to happen.

Hannah Von Dadel-
szen from the CPS said 
the case, heard at Leeds 
Crown Court, was “one of 
the largest money laun-
dering prosecutions ever 
brought to the courts in 
England and Wales”.

Assistant Chief Con-
stable Pat Twiggs of West 
Yorkshire Police said that 
“this cash is linked to or-
ganised crime activity, in-
cluding drugs and wider 
criminality”.

Two former Fowler 
Oldfield directors, Greg-
ory Frankel and Daniel 
Rawson, both 46, were 
found guilty, along with 
Haroon Rashid, 53, and 
Arjun Babber, 32. They 
will be sentenced on Fri-
day.

James Stunt, 43, the 
former son-in-law of For-
mula 1 motor racing ty-
coon Bernie Ecclestone, 
was acquitted of the same 
charge.
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smoke grenades Tossed 
in serbian ParliamenT

Serbian opposition law-
makers threw smoke 
grenades and tear gas 

inside parliament on Tues-
day to protest against the 
government and support 
demonstrating students, 
with one legislator suffering 
a stroke during the chaos.

Four months of student-
led demonstrations have 
drawn in teachers, farmers 
and others to become the 
biggest threat yet to Presi-
dent Aleksandar Vucic’s de-
cade-long rule, with many 
Serbians denouncing cor-
ruption and incompetence 
in government.

At the legislative session, 
after the ruling coalition led 
by the Serbian Progressive 
Party (SNS) approved the 
agenda, some opposition 
politicians ran out of their 
seats towards the parlia-
mentary speaker and scuf-
fled with security guards.

Others tossed smoke gre-
nades and tear gas, with 
live TV showing black and 
pink smoke inside the par-

liament, which has also wit-
nessed brawls and throw-
ing of water in the decades 

since the introduction of 
multi-party democracy in 
1990.

POLITICIAN HURT
Speaker Ana Brnabic 

said two lawmakers were 
injured, with one, Jasmina 
Obradovic of the SNS par-
ty, suffering a stroke and 
in critical condition. “The 
parliament will continue to 
work and to defend Serbia,” 
she told the session.

As the session continued, 
ruling coalition politicians 
debated while opposition 
lawmakers whistled and 
blew horns.

AGENCIES
BELgRaDE

Student-led protests, joined by teachers and farmers, challenge 
President Vucic’s rule over corruption, incompetence.

The ATTACK
n  Opposition lawmakers 

threw smoke grenades 
and tear gas in Serbian 
parliament.

n  Protest supported by 
students, teachers, and 
farmers against govern-
ment corruption.

n  One legislator, Jasmina 
Obradovic, suffered a 
stroke during the chaos.

n  Protesters outside 
honored victims of a 
deadly railway station roof 
collapse.
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Myanmar’s military chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
attends a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier near the Kremlin Wall in central Moscow, 
Russia, March 4, 2025. Agency

Pope Francis

SpaceX postponed its eighth 
test of the Starship rocket just 
before its scheduled launch 
on Monday. The launch was 
delayed after a flight hold was 
placed due to a Super Heavy 
booster issue that was not 
resolved in time for launch, 
New York Post reported. The 
spacecraft was scheduled to 
take off from SpaceX’s Star-
base facility near Boca Chica 
Beach in Texas. However, 
computers flagged a booster 
issue when just 23 minutes 
were left in the countdown. A 
flight hold was placed, imply-
ing that if the issue was unre-
solved by T-40 seconds, then 
the countdown would hold to 
provide more time to finish 
troubleshooting. The count-
down was stopped briefly 
at T-40, and it again started 
ticking down for about 10 sec-
onds before another hold was 
placed, and the clock again 
went back to 41 seconds.

SpaceX postpones 
8th test of 
Starship rocket 
AGENCIES
Washington

Trump warned that the Ukrainian leader 
“won’t be around very long” if progress 
was not made on a peace deal.

West Yorkshire Police, which led the 
investigation, said that, shortly before 
police raided Fowler Oldfield in September 
2016, an average of 1.7 million pounds 
came into its offices every day.

Donald Trump (Right) and Volodymyr Zelenskyy

President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy met with 
Friedrich Merz, Chairman of the Christian Democratic Union 
party. File Photo

It further said that non-invasive 
mechanical ventilation was resumed 
in the afternoon. According to the 
statement, Pope Francis remained alert, 
oriented and cooperative at all times.

“Despite the illegitimate sanctions against 
Russia and Myanmar, our trade and 
economic cooperation is developing 
successfully, and mutual trade is growing,” 
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin said.

Four months of student-led demonstrations 
have drawn in teachers, farmers and others 
to become the biggest threat yet to President 
Aleksandar Vucic’s decade-long rule, with 
many Serbians denouncing corruption 
and incompetence in government.

Smoke emitting due to the explosion of grenades in the 
Serbian parliament. Agency
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BRAIN PICKING

Rasha Thadani poses for her social media handle. (Instagram)

PICtuRe PeRfeCt

Your determination is the compass that directs you 
towards your goals; let it never waver.

—   Samantha Ruth PRabhu
(Indian Actress)

Get ready to experience the 
loving bond of father and 
daughter in the Abhishek 
Bachchan and Nora Fatehi-
starrer 'Be Happy. '

It also stars Inayat Ver-
ma, Johny Lever and Har-
leen Sethi.

The makers of the Ab-
hishek and Nora starrer 
'Be Happy' unveiled the 
trailer of the film. Packed 
with elements of humour, 
bittersweet moments, 
dance, dreams, care, and 
passion, the film shows 
the emotional, loving, 

and caring bond between 
a single father and his 

passionate daughter. It 
shows the dedication and 

passion of a daughter 
for making her career in 
dance and how her father 
is initially reluctant but 
later supports her in ful-
filling her dreams.

Taking to Instagram, 
Prime Video dropped 
the trailer of 'Be Happy' 
and wrote in the caption, 
"sometimes it takes two to 
achieve a dream ..#BeHap-
pyOnPrime, March 14"

"Playing Shiv was an 
emotional journey, as he 
is a father fighting against 
time and fate to make his 
daughter's dream come 
true," said Abhishek 
Bachchan in a statement.

Actors Tamannaah Bhatia 
and Vijay Varma, once the 
talk of the town as a couple, 
have ended their relation-
ship after dating for several 
years, according to a source 
close to the couple told 
Moneycontrol. The couple 
had captivated the hearts 
of their fans and were often 
seen as the perfect example 
of love in the industry. From 
public outings to collabora-
tive projects, the duo made 
waves with their chemis-
try both on and off-screen.

However, in an unexpected 
turn of events, the source 
told Money Control that the 
couple parted ways just a 
few weeks ago.

Despite the end of their 
romantic journey, sources 
close to the couple told 
Moneycontrol that they 

continue to share mutual 
respect and admiration for 
each other. "Tamannaah 
Bhatia and Vijay Varma 
parted ways weeks ago as 
a couple but they plan to 
remain good friends. Both 
have been working hard in 
their respective schedules"

Veteran singer Dolly Parton's 
husband, Carl Dean, has died.

Parton announced the 
demise of her husband 
via a post on social media. 
He was 82, as per Variety. 
The cause of death was not 
disclosed.

"Carl and I spent many 
wonderful years together," 

Parton wrote in an Insta-
gram post.

"Words can't do justice 
to the love we shared for 
over 60 years. Thank you 
for your prayers and sym-
pathy. He will be laid to rest 
in a private ceremony with 
immediate family attend-
ing. He was survived by his 
siblings Sandra and Donnie. 
... The family has asked for 
privacy during this difficult 

time," she said.
After learning about the 

unfortunate news, members 
from the showbiz chimed in 
the comment section and paid 
their heartfelt condolences.

"Oh my heart! I am so sorry 
for your loss! My heart aches 
for you! My deepest con-
dolences. praying for you 
and sending you love and 
prayers," Khloe Kardashian 
commented.

AGENCIES
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Tamannaah and Vijay part ways 
after years of dating

Dolly Parton's husband Carl Dean passes away

The 25th edition of the Inter-
national Indian Film Acad-
emy (IIFA) is bound to make 
all cinema buffs nostalgic 
with a special celebration of 
Ramesh Sippy's iconic film 
'Sholay'.

Marking the 50th an-
niversary of 'Sholay', the 
organisers of IIFA have de-
cided to organise an exclu-
sive screening of the film at 
Jaipur's legendary Raj Man-
dir Cinema.

Andre Timmins, Co-
Founder of IIFA, shared his 
heartfelt excitement on the 
occasion, saying, "IIFA 2025 
is not just a celebration--it's a 
journey through time, hon-
ouring 50 years of Sholay at 
Jaipur's iconic Raj Mandir. 
As we mark IIFA's Silver 
Jubilee, we are celebrating 
more than milestones; we are 

celebrating legends, memo-
ries, and the magic of cinema 
that has touched hearts for 
generations. Sholay is more 
than a film--it's an emotion, 
a timeless masterpiece that 
continues to inspire storytell-
ers and audiences alike. And 
what better place to honour 
its legacy than Raj Mandir, a 
theatre that has been a his-
torical sanctuary for movie 
lovers for five decades. "

He said, "This tribute is 
our way of bringing togeth-
er the soul of Indian cinema 
with the grandeur of an ar-
chitectural marvel, creating 
a moment that will be cher-
ished forever. It's a historic 
celebration of cinema and 
culture. IIFA 2025 prom-
ises to be an unforgettable 
homage to the power of sto-
rytelling, uniting film lovers 
in a celebration of the magic 
that makes Indian cinema 
so special."

IIfA 2025 to mARK GoldeN juBIlee of 
ICoNIC fIlm 'SholAy'

Despite the end of their romantic journey, 
sources close to the couple told Moneycontrol 

that they continue to share mutual 
respect and admiration for each other.

The 2016 film Sanam Teri 
Kasam, starring Harsh-
vardhan Rane and Mawra 
Hocane, has been making 
waves at the box office ever 
since its re-release in the-
atres on Fenruary 7, 2025. 
Pakistani actress Mawra 
Hocane, who made her Bol-
lywood debut with this film, 
has now shared a heartfelt 
gratitude post. 

She wrote that the film’s 
success is a testament to 
the fact that things happen 
in their own time, and that 
patience and timing are 
crucial for success. While 
the film was a dud at the 
box office when it had first 
released in 2016, it has now 
emerged as the highest 
grossing re-released Indian 

film, and went on to cross 
the Rs 50 crore mark.

In her Instagram post, 
Mawra Hocane shared a 
carousel of videos from Sa-
nam Teri Kasam. The first 
clip shows the actress faint-
ing. In her caption, Mawra 
wrote, “Not me fainting 
to the numbers STK re re-
lease is doing MashAllah 
absolutely magical! STK 
re releasing is a testament 

to the fact that “waqt se 
pehle or naseeb se zyaada 
nahi mil sakta" – I’m so so 
grateful for the love you’ve 
all poured in for the last 
3 weeks.. it’s unheard of.. 
they’re saying we’ve made 
history.. Soo soo happy for 
my producer @deepakmu-
kut ji you’ve always smiled 
in the face of failure and 
taken it in your stride like 
nothing happened.

Mawra Hocane on ‘Sanam Teri Kasam’s re-release
TdG NETWORK
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Adarsh Gourav to star in a Telugu film

Actor Adarsh Gourav, who 
recently starred in “Super-
boys of Malegaon”, is set to 
make his south debut with 
a Telugu film.

Billed as a psychological 
thriller, the currently un-
titled movie will be head-
lined by Jahnavi, daughter 
of “RRR” producer D.V.V. 
Danayya.

According to a press re-
lease issued on Tuesday, 
the upcoming film will be 
directed by Baba Shashank 
and is slated to be released 

in 2025.
Gourav said it’s the biggest 

thrill “to explore diverse nar-
ratives across industries”.

“The South film industry 

has consistently delivered 
some of the most compelling 
and innovative films, and I’m 
excited to finally be a part of 
it. This project, in particular, 
is unlike anything I’ve never 
done, the psychological hor-
ror genre and it has a grip-
ping story that immediately 
drew me in.

“Collaborating with a vi-

sionary team and making my 
Telugu debut with Jahnavi’s 
production is truly special. 
I can’t wait for audiences to 
see what we’re creating,” the 
actor said in a statement.

Gourav is also known for 
films such as “The White 
Tiger”, “Kho Gaye Hum Ka-
han”, and web series “Guns 
& Gulaabs”.

On the cinematic front, this 
year's Oscars ended on a 
disappointing note for In-
dian audiences. However, 
there's still a major reason 
to celebrate, as the native 
designers showcased their 
talent at a post-event party, 
with international stars 
marking their presence in 
their exquisite creations.

Desi fans turned their eyes 
to Goldie Hawn as soon as 
they saw pictures of the vet-
eran actress in Sabyasachi's 
statement necklace.

For the Oscars party, Goldie 
Hawn arrived in a golden cor-
set dress from Dolce & Gab-

bana. She elevated her look 
with Sabyasachi jewellery. 
The ornament comprises a 

diamond chain-link neck-
lace accented with tourma-
lines and spinels from the 
designer's eponymous high-
end jewellery line.

How beautiful she is look-
ing! Have a look at her pic-
tures Netflix's Chief Content 
Officer, Bela Bajaria, was also 
seen in Sabyasachi's jewellery 
and outfit. She wore a stun-
ning red saree by ace Indian 
designer Sabyasachi. 

Another celebrity who was 
spotted wearing an Indian 
designer at the event was 
Thai singer and actress Lalisa 
Manoban during her perfor-
mance at the 2025 Oscars. 

Goldie Hawn flaunts Sabyasachi's statement necklace 
TdG NETWORK
new DeLhI TdG NETWORK

new DeLhI

'Be happy' trailer: Abhishek-starrer shows love relation 

Gourav is also known for films such as 'The 
White Tiger', 'Kho Gaye Hum Kahan”' 

and web series 'Guns & Gulaabs'.
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Swastik: A Luxurious Sanctuary for Holistic Wellbeing

Tucked away in the 
heart of Gurgaon’s 
DLF Horizon Cen-

ter, Cosy Box is a hidden 
gem that promises to trans-
port your taste buds on a 
global culinary journey. My 
recent visit to this charm-
ing eatery was nothing 
short of exceptional, with a 
carefully crafted menu that 
seamlessly blends flavors, 
textures, and presentation.

We began our evening 
with an impressive ar-
ray of craft cocktails, each 
one expertly mixed and 
garnished. Standouts in-
cluded Ruby Glamour, a 
delicate cocktail combin-
ing gin, raspberry, and 
Lillet Blanc for a sweet 
and tangy flavor profile. 
Sunset Serenity was an-
other refreshing cocktail 
paired with tequila with 
grapefruit and kokum for a 
unique twist on the classic 
margarita. We also tried 
the Berry Porte, a fruity 
cocktail featuring gin, 
blueberry, and kaffir lime, 
topped with tonic wa-
ter. The blueberry puree 
added a lovely sweetness, 
while the kaffir lime pro-
vided a subtle citrus note!

Moving on to the food, 

we were treated to a di-
verse selection of small 
plates and mains im-
ported right from Turkey, 
Japan, France, and Italy! 
The Jackfruit Adana Ke-
bab was made of tender 
jackfruit marinated in a 
blend of Turkish spices, 
grilled to perfection and 
served with turkish bread, 
lavash, and tartare. The 
jackfruit kebabs were in-
credibly flavorful, with a 
lovely char on the outside 
and a tender, meat-like tex-
ture on the inside. We also 
savoured the Asparagus 
Tempura Sushi, a tasteful 
dish featuring crispy as-
paragus tempura wrapped 
in sushi rice and nori sea-
weed, providing a subtle 

umami flavor.
For mains we had a 

fresh Burrata  Pizza, 
which is a classic Ital-
ian dish featuring a per-
fectly cooked pizza crust 

topped with creamy bur-
rata cheese, fresh basil, 
and a drizzle of balsamic 
glaze. The burrata was in-
credibly rich and creamy, 
with a lovely sweetness 

from the balsamic glaze. 
The Rigatoni Broccoli 
Cream Pasta had al dente 
rigatoni pasta tossed in 
a rich and creamy broc-
coli sauce, topped with 

steamed broccoli florets. 
The pasta was perfectly 
cooked and soaked in the 
broccoli sauce which was 
incredibly rich and fla-
vorful.

Cosy Box is a must-visit 
for anyone seeking a so-
phisticated, globally in-
spired dining experience 
in Gurgaon. With its in-
ventive cocktails, expertly 

prepared dishes, and cozy 
atmosphere, this hidden 
gem is sure to delight even 
the most discerning pal-
ates.
Will I Return? Absolutely!

Sanjana Chawla

Cosying Up At Cosy Box, gUrgAon!

Nestled in the picturesque 
Peacock Valley, Pune, 
Swastik - A Luxury Well-
being Sanctuary is a retreat 
that seamlessly blends an-
cient wisdom with modern 
science. More than just a 
wellness center, Swastik is 
a transformative journey 
designed to nurture the 
five key dimensions of life: 
Health, Wealth, Love, Bliss, 
and Spirituality. Rooted in 
the Sanskrit meaning of 
“all things auspicious,” 
Swastik embodies a holis-
tic approach to wellbeing, 
guiding seekers towards 
a life of abundance, inner 
peace, and joy.

Swastik’s philosophy is 
deeply ingrained in the 
ancient Vedas and Pura-
nas, ensuring that each 
experience fosters harmo-
ny, growth, and balance. 
Upon arrival, guests are 
welcomed with a heartfelt 
“Aatma Naman,” setting 
the tone for an enriching 
experience. The sanctu-
ary’s offerings are meticu-
lously curated by experts 
and masters to rejuvenate 
the body, mind, and soul 
through physical healing, 
emotional enrichment, 
and spiritual awakening.

The Five 
DimenSionS oF 
wellbeing
1. Health: At Swastik, 
health is viewed as the bal-
ance of the five elements—
Earth, Water, Fire, Air, and 
Space. This is achieved 
through Vedic therapies, 
integrated diagnostics, 
conscious nourishment, 
and holistic fitness pro-
grams guided by expert 
practitioners.

2. Wealth: Beyond fi-
nancial prosperity, wealth 
is defined as personal 
growth through knowl-
edge, skills, and experi-
ences. Programs such as 
the “Knowledge Library” 
and mentor-guided skill-

building initiatives em-
power seekers to cultivate 
abundance with a peaceful 
mindset.

3. Love: Love is fostered 
through compassion, kind-
ness, and meaningful con-
nections. Swastik encour-
ages community-building 
and acts of service, reinforc-
ing emotional fulfillment 
and societal wellbeing.

4. Bliss: Happiness at 
Swastik is about joyful 
awareness and gratitude. 
Practices such as “Ananda 
Immersion” and “Growing 
in Gratitude” help guests 
cultivate peace and appre-
ciation for life’s journey.

5. Spirituality: By align-
ing life energy with ex-
istential laws, Swastik 
provides seekers with the 

tools to explore mindful-
ness, ancient scriptures, 
and transformative spiri-
tual practices, leading to 
self-realization.

ThoughTFully 
DeSigneD SpaCeS
Swastik Wellbeing features 
distinct spaces, or “Vihars,” 
each dedicated to a unique 
aspect of wellness:

• Ayu Vihar: The epicen-
ter of health and healing, 
offering Ayurveda, natu-
ropathy, hot and cold ther-
apy pools, massage rooms, 
and relaxation spaces.

• Sukh Vihar: A tran-
quil retreat with 64 earth-
toned suites and villas, de-
signed for deep relaxation 
amidst nature.

• Anand Vihar: Overlook-

ing Khadakwasla Lake, 
this vibrant space includes 
a gym, sound healing area, 
Ayurvedic restaurant, and 
swimming pools.

• Utsav Vihar: A hub for 
artistic and spiritual ex-
ploration, offering yoga, 
music, dance, and an am-
phitheater.

• Dhyan Vihar: The spiri-
tual core of Swastik, fea-

turing an 11,000-square-
foot meditation hall and a 
Nakshatra garden for cos-
mic energy alignment.

TranSFormaTive 
programS
Swastik offers tailored pro-
grams that cater to differ-
ent wellness needs:

• Discover Programs: 
Ideal for beginners, intro-

ducing holistic wellbeing 
through three- to seven-
night retreats.

• Heal Programs: Ad-
dressing detox, sleep op-
timization, weight man-
agement, and integrated 
healing.

• Empower Programs: 
Focused on graceful ag-
ing, women’s health, and 
fertility.

• Yearly Signature Pro-
grams: Long-term per-
sonal growth initiatives for 
adolescents and families.
Founded by Dr. Nitin Nyati 
through the Nyati Founda-
tion, Swastik is more than 
a retreat—it is a movement 
toward a harmonious, mean-
ing ful, and abundant life. 
From its architectural el-
egance to its Ayurvedic and 
naturopathic cuisine, every 
element is designed for holis-
tic rejuvenation. Swastik is a 
sanctuary where seekers can 
embark on an enlightening 
journey, meet masters, and 
rediscover themselves in a 
state of true wellbeing.
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Several studies con-
ducted over the last 
decade have found 

that up to a quarter of un-
responsive patients with 
recent brain injuries may 
have a level of conscious-
ness that is generally hid-
den from their families 
and physicians.

New research from Co-
lumbia University and 
NewYork-Presbyterian 
may soon help physicians 
identify unresponsive 
brain-injury patients with 
hidden consciousness who 
are likely to achieve long-
term recovery by looking 
for brain waves that are 
indicative of normal sleep 
patterns.

“We’re at an exciting 
crossroad in neurocritical 
care where we know that 
many patients appear to 
be unconscious, but some 
are recovering without our 
knowledge. We’re starting 
to lift the lid a little bit and 
find some signs of recov-
ery as it’s happening,” says 
Jan Claassen, associate 
professor of neurology at 
Columbia University Va-
gelos College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, who led the 
study.

“Families of my patients 
ask me all the time, will my 
mother wake up? How is 
my mother going to look 
in three, six, or 12 months? 
Very often we cannot guide 
them very precisely, and 
it’s crucial that we improve 
our predictions to guide 
their decision making.”

Claassen, who is also 
chief of critical care and 
hospitalist neurology at 
NewYork-Presbyterian/
Columbia University Ir-
ving Medical Center, has 
previously developed so-
phisticated techniques 
to identify patients with 
hidden consciousness by 
analyzing a patient’s EEG 
recordings as they are pre-
sented with a command in 
the neurocritical care unit. 
The techniques detect EEG 
brain wave activity, indi-
cating that the patient can 
hear and understand their 
physicians’ instructions (to 
open and close their hand, 
for example) even though 
the patients do not physi-
cally respond.

But the techniques can be 

difficult to implement and 
can yield false-negative re-
sults.

Claassen decided to focus 
on sleep, as brain circuits 
that are fundamental for 
consciousness, including 
cognitive motor disso-
ciation, are also critical to 
control sleep.

“I’m always thinking 
about how my work can 
be best implemented and 
used in the real world, 

and looking at sleep made 
sense practically and sci-
entifically,” Claassen says. 
“Sleep brain waves are 
easy to record and do not 
require intervention from 
the care team.”

In the new study, the re-
searchers looked through 
EEG recordings of over-
night brain activity in 226 
comatose patients who 
also underwent the more 
complex testing for cogni-

tive motor dissociation.
“The electrical activity 

during sleep looks relative-
ly chaotic, and then occa-
sionally in some patients, 
these very organized, 
fast frequencies appear,” 
Claassen says.

These bursts--called 
sleep spindles--often pre-
ceded the detection of cog-
nitive motor dissociation 
with the more complex 
method, the return of con-

sciousness, and long-term 
recovery.

“Spindles happen nor-
mally during sleep and 
they’re showing some 
level of organization in the 
brain, suggesting circuits 
between the thalamus and 
cortex needed for con-
sciousness are intact.”

About one-third of pa-
tients had well-defined 
sleep spindles, including 
about half of patients with 

cognitive motor dissocia-
tion.

Pat ients  with  sleep 
spindles and cognitive 
motor dissociation were 
more likely to recover 
consciousness and func-
t ional  independence. 
Among those with sleep 
spindles and cognitive 
motor dissociation, 76% 
of patients showed evi-
dence of consciousness 
by the time they were 

discharged from the hos-
pital. A year later, 41% 
of these patients had 
recovered neurological 
function, with either mi-
nor deficits or a moder-
ate disability, and were 
able to care for them-
selves during the day. 
Only 29% of patients 
with neither sleep spin-

dles nor cognitive mo-
tor dissociation showed 
signs of consciousness 
by the time they were 
discharged and just 7% 
regained neurological 
function a year later.

Even though these find-
ings don’t prove that in-
ducing sleep spindles 
would translate to better 
outcomes, they raise the 
possibility that improving 
a patient’s sleep--possibly 
by changing their environ-
ment--may promote their 
recovery. “If you think 
about the ICU environ-
ment, it is rather disrup-
tive for a good night’s sleep. 
There is noise everywhere, 
alarms going off, clinicians 

touching them, 24/7. This 
is all for a good reason, but 
it’s hard to sleep in that en-
vironment,” Claassen says.

Claassen cautions that 
the findings only apply 
to patients with recent 
injuries, not those with 
long-term disorders of 
consciousness. For most 
patients in the current 

study, normal sleep spin-
dles appeared within days 
of the initial injury.

And the predictors were 
not perfect: 19 of 139 pa-
tients who did not show 
sleep spindles or signs of 
cognitive motor dissocia-
tion did recover conscious-
ness. Other data will likely 
be needed to make more 
accurate predictions.

“I see these spindles as 
a way to direct more so-
phisticated testing to the 
patients most likely to ben-
efit,” Claassen says. “The 
techniques are not ready 
for use in clinical practice 
yet, but this is something 
that we’re actively working 
on right now.”

A team of researchers from 
the University of Cologne 
has made an important 
contribution to under-
standing the role of the tau 
protein in Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.

Using human induced 
pluripotent stem cells (iP-
SCs), the international 
team demonstrated that 
a specific variant of the 
tau protein, known as the 
1N4R isoform, mediates 
the harmful effects of pro-
tein clumping in human 
brain cells.

The study was led by Dr. 
Hans Zempel from the In-
stitute of Human Genetics, 
who is also a group leader 
in the Career Advancement 
Program (CAP) at the Cen-
ter for Molecular Medicine 
Cologne (CMMC) of the 
University of Cologne and 
University Hospital Co-
logne.

If a person suffers from 
Alzheimer’s disease, cer-
tain proteins accumulate in 
brain cells, forming clumps 
that restrict normal cell 
function or even cause the 
cell to die.

Dr Buchholz and Dr Zem-

pel’s team have used state-
of-the-art techniques such 
as CRISPR/Cas9 gene edit-
ing and live-cell imaging in 
human induced pluripo-
tent stem cells (iPSCs) to 
demonstrate that the 1N4R 
tau isoform is responsible 
for the pathological effects 
on the cell. iPSCs are hu-
man stem cells that are gen-
erated from other cells.

For example, skin cells 

can be reprogrammed 
into iPSCs and then trans-
formed into brain cells 
(neurons). The research-
ers tested different forms 
of the tau protein by ex-
pressing them specifi-
cally in nerve cells. This 
allowed them to analyse 
how each protein isoform 
affects the cell.

According to Dr Sarah 
Buchholz, first author of 

the study, “this study repre-
sents a significant advance 
in helping us to understand 
the mechanisms of Al-
zheimer’s disease. By iden-
tifying 1N4R tau as a key 
protein, we have discov-
ered a potential new target 
for future treatments.”

The study’s interdisci-
plinary approach not only 
helps to better understand 
Alzheimer’s disease but 

also demonstrates the 
importance of human 
cell models in neurode-
generative research. Fur-
ther studies are needed 
to translate the results of 
this study into clinical ap-
plication, in particular to 
validate the results in ad-
equate animal models and 
to develop specific thera-
peutics that will intervene 
in this process.

Key protein identified for treating Alzheimer’s disease: Study
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Sleep patterns may reveal comatose patients with hidden consciousness: Study

I see these spindles as a way to direct 
more sophisticated testing to the 
patients most likely to benefit,” 

Claassen says. “The techniques are 
not ready for use in clinical practice 
yet, but this is something that we’re 

actively working on right now.
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Indian Olympic Associa-
tion (IOA) chief P T Usha 
on Tuesday defended her 
decision to appoint an ad-
hoc committee for boxing, 
saying the national federa-
tion failed to fulfil its “fun-
damental responsibilities” 
in the last one year and her 
action was necessary to 
“restore order and ensure 
proper governance”.

Her statement came in 
response to IOA vice presi-
dent Gagan Narang’s letter 
on February 28 in which 
the former Olympic bronze-
winner accused her of issu-
ing “arbitrary” orders and 
undermining athletes’ wel-
fare.

Usha’s steadfast position 
is despite the Delhi High 
Court’s stay on the IOA’s or-
der. The court issued notice, 
seeking IOA’s response to a 
petition filed by the Boxing 
Federation of India (BFI).

“…there is no truth in your 
(Narang) assertion that 

athletes are suffering due 
to this decision or any al-
leged arbitrary actions on 
my part. The decision to 
appoint an ad-hoc Commit-
tee was not arbitrary but a 
necessary step to restore 
order, ensure proper gover-
nance, and prioritize athlete 
development,” Usha said in 
her reply to Narang, who is 
also a member of the IOA’s 
Executive Council.

“The unfortunate reality is 
that BFI has failed in fulfill-
ing its fundamental respon-
sibilities, including conduct-
ing national championships 

in the last year.
“With the 2026 Asian 

Games fast approaching, 
there has been little to no ef-
fort to identify fresh talent, 
select promising boxers, and 
implement structured train-
ing programs to enhance 
India’s medal prospects.” 
Usha, who has been at log-
gerheads with the Executive 
Council members over sev-
eral issues, accused them of 
showing “disproportionate 
preoccupation” with issues 
of “personal preferences” 
rather than the overall good 
of Indian sports.

The India Paddle Festival, 
the country’s only interna-
tional stand-up paddling 
event, returns for its second 
edition with a powerhouse 
line-up, featuring world 
number two Christian 
Andersen, former World 
Champion Daniel Hasulyo, 
and four-time World Cham-
pion and the Defending 
Women’s Champion Espe-
ranza Barreras.

Leading India’s charge 
will be the formidable Sekar 
Patchai, the current nation-
al champion and 25-time 
title-holder. The second 
edition of the India Paddle 

Festival is set to take place 
from March 7 to 9, 2025, at 
the scenic Sasihithlu Beach, 
Mangalore, and Karnataka, 
as per a press release.

The three-day interna-
tional event is organized by 
the Surfing Swami Foun-
dation and Mantra Surf 
Club, in collaboration with 
WrkWrk, and is proudly 

presented by Incredible 
India (Ministry of Tourism, 
Government of India) and 
Karnataka Tourism. Sanc-
tioned by the Association of 
PaddleSurf Professionals 
(APP) World Tour, the of-
ficial World Championship 
Tour for stand-up paddling, 
the festival will feature elite-
level SUP racing, live music 

performances, and vibrant 
cultural festivities, making 
it a milestone event for non-
motorized water sports in 
India.

The Women’s category will 
see the return of defending 
champion Esperanza Bar-
reras from Spain, a four-
time International Surfing 
Association (ISA) SUP 
World Champion. She will 
be joined by South Africa’s 
rising star Chiara Vorster 
and Korea’s SUP champion 
Lim Sujeong, among others 
in a bid for supremacy on 
Indian waters.

The Men’s category at the 
India Paddle Festival prom-
ises an intense contest, fea-
turing top global athletes 

like Spain’s Antonio Morillo, 
who narrowly missed the ti-
tle last year, and Denmark’s 
Christian Andersen, the 
current World No. 2, better 
known as the “Polar Bear.” 
Adding to the competition’s 
depth, Hungary’s former 
World Champion Daniel 
Hasulyo brings his wealth 
of experience, while the 
UK’s Will Keetley prepares 
to make his mark on the wa-
ters of Sasihithlu Beach.

Local favorite and India’s 
top-ranked stand-up pad-
dler, Sekar Patchai, will 
spearhead the Indian con-
tingent. A 25-time National 
SUP Champion, Patchai is 
determined to make a mark 
on his home waters. 

The  Indian  Women’s 
Hockey Team took signifi-
cant steps in refining their 
penalty corner conversion 
abilities during a specialised 
dragflicking camp organ-
ised from February 10-16, 
2025, in Bhubaneswar.

The camp was held ahead 
of the recently concluded 
home leg of the FIH Pro 
League 2024-25, where In-
dia competed against top 
teams, including England, 
Germany, Netherlands, and 
Spain at the Kalinga Hockey 
Stadium in Bhubaneswar, 
according to the press re-
lease from Hockey India.

The camp was led by 
Dutch dragflick legend 
Taeke Taekema, who is 
renowned for his penalty 
corner precision during 
his playing days. Taekema, 
who netted 170 goals in 94 
appearances for the Nether-
lands Men’s Hockey Team 

over 11 years, is widely re-
garded as one of the world’s 
most feared penalty corner 
specialists.

His illustrious career in-
cludes being the top scorer 
in numerous major inter-
national tournaments, in-
cluding the 2002 and 2006 
Men’s Champions Trophy, 
2006 Men’s World Cup, 
2008 Olympic Games, and 
2010 Hero Honda FIH 
World Cup. He also served 
as the assistant coach for 
the China Women’s Hockey 
Team from 2022 to 2024.

Senior players, including 
Deepika, Manisha Chau-
han, Sonam, and Annu, 
along with a few junior 
players, participated in the 
camp. The focus was on 
honing technical skills and 
improving drag-flick accu-
racy under Taekema’s ex-
pert guidance.

Deepika, who netted 
two out of her three goals 
through penalty corners 
during the home leg of the 

FIH Pro League 2024-25, 
reflected on the camp’s 
positive impact and said, 
“Although it was just a 
week-long camp, it proved 
to be highly beneficial for 
the home leg of the FIH Pro 
League. I focused on refin-
ing my footwork, shot re-
lease, and finishing, which 
gave me a clear understand-
ing of the technical adjust-
ments I needed to make 
during the tournament for 
dragflicking.”

“During the week-long 
camp, we concentrated on 
key technical areas like body 
positioning and stepping 
based on the type of shot 
we wanted to execute. This 
focus made a significant 
difference. Overall, it was 
an enriching experience. 
Taekema was excellent in 
guiding us, and we started 
noticing improvements un-
der his mentorship. He also 
shared his own experiences 
as a player, which helped us 
build mental resilience,” she 

said in a press release from 
Hockey India.

Meanwhile, Indian Wom-
en’s Hockey Team Chief 
Coach Harendra Singh 
expressed his excitement 
about having Taeke Taeke-
ma on board to assist the 
team with penalty corner 
execution.

He stated, “Taeke is one of 
the greatest legends in drag-
flicking, and I requested 
Hockey India to bring him 
in to help us improve in this 
area. He has been working 
with the team on refining 
technique and ensuring 
a smoother dragflicking 
process. Dragflicking is a 
highly specialised skill, and 
Taeke will continue to work 
with us in future camps as 
well.”

Singh also acknowledged 
the visible improvements in 
Deepika’s performance. 

“We have seen definite 
progress with Deepika, par-
ticularly during the recent 
Pro League matches. 

India Paddle Festival 2025 returns with global champions

Usha says ad-hoc panel  
for boxing needed

Indian Women’s Hockey Team 
enhances penalty corner skills 
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Virat Kohli delivered a 
chase masterclass to 
knock Australia out 

of the tournament and send 
India to the final with a four-
wicket win in the first semi-
final of the Champions Trophy 
on Tuesday in Dubai.

India finally savoured the 
sweet taste of revenge of the 
2023 ODI World Cup heart-
break, which now became a 
distant memory as India rel-
ished its four-wicket victory 
in the semi-final.

By chasing down a com-
petitive 265-run target, India 
toppled the record by complet-
ing its highest-successful run 
chase against Australia in an 
ICC event, bettering the pre-
vious best chase of 261 in the 
2011 World Cup quarter-final.

India began its pursuit of the 
265-run target with a touch of 
caution. Shubman Gill looked 
jittery in his approach, while 
India’s captain, Rohit Sharma, 
remained undaunted and 
stuck to his early blitzkrieg 
approach.

In his policy of playing fear-
less cricket, Rohit received his 
first lifelines when Cooper 
Connolly dropped a sitter. He 
received a second chance after 
Marnus Labuschagne sprinted 
towards the ball and got hold 
of it but eventually fluffed it as 
he landed on the ground.

With India showing signs 
of nerves getting the better 
of them, Australia saw the 
opening and capitalised on the 
opportunity. Ben Dwarshuis 
drew the first blood with a de-
livery angling into the right-
handed star. Gill tried to dab it 
to third man and dragged the 
ball straight into the stumps.

Rohit soon followed in his 

footsteps after being pinned in 
front of the stumps by Connol-
ly on 28(29). Virat initiated the 
recovery phase with Shreyas 
Iyer and laid the foundation 
for India’s success.

Virat relied on his basics 
and trademark style, while 
Shreyas added a couple of 
unorthodox shots from his 
artillery. The duo raised a 91-
run partnership be-
fore Adam Zampa 
castled Shreyas 
on 45(62).

A x a r  P a t e l 
came in, played 
a couple of shots, 
and departed with 
a score of 27(30). 
Virat took a step 
closer towards his 
52nd ODI century, 
with KL Rahul 
maintaining his strike 
rate at 100 to steer In-
dia towards victory.

Virat tried to up the 
ante and finish the job 
early for India by taking the 
fight against Zampa. He tried 
to slog it but connected with 
the bottom of his bat. The 
ball sailed to Dwarshuis, 
who took a straightfor-
ward catch to bring an 
end to Virat’s knock on 
84(98).

With the ball-to-run 
ratio going neck 
and neck, Har-
dik  Pandya 
blazed back-
to-back tow-
ering sixes 
off  Zampa 
to turn the 
momentum 
in India’s fa-
vour.

Hardik 
(28) tried 
to put 
the fi-

nal nail in the coffin by seeing 
off the game in style. He went 
for glory but holed it straight 
to Glenn Maxwell. KL Rahul 
finished it off in style and 
smoked the ball into the stands 
over wide long-on to send In-

dia to 
the final.
Earlier in 

the match, after 
Australia elected 

to bat first after win-
ning the toss, they 

were off to a poor start 
as the experiment to have 
Cooper Connolly open did 
not pay off, with him going 
for a nine-ball duck after 
being caught behind by 
KL Rahul on a Mohammed 
Shami delivery. Australia 
was 4/1 in three overs.

Travis Head eased off 
some pressure, hitting 

Hardik Pandya for a 
four and a six and 

then smashing a hat-
trick of boundaries 
against Shami. He 
continued his as-
sault for a while 
u n t i l  Va r u n 
Chakravarthy 
was introduced 
to the attack.

Australia 
reached the 50-
run mark in 7.2 
overs.

The spinner, 
who had taken a 
fifer in the previ-
ous match, once 

again emerged as a hero, 
getting the crucial wicket of 
Head for 39 in 33 balls, with 
four boundaries and two sixes. 
Shubman Gill completed a fine 
catch at long-off. Australia was 
54/2 in 8.2 overs.

At the end of 10 overs, Aus-
tralia was 63/2, with Smith 
(17*) and Marnus Labuscha-
gne (1*) unbeaten.

The run-rate was squeezed 
off for a while by Indian spin-
ners until Labuschagne played 
some shots and brought Aus-
tralia’s 100 runs in 19.5 overs.

Jadeja ended the 56-run 
stand, trapping Labuschagne 
leg before wicket for 29 in 36 
balls, with two fours and a six. 
Australia is 110/3 in 22.3 overs.

Smith reached his half-cen-

turies in 68 balls, with four 
boundaries, continuing his 
fine run in knockouts.

Jadeja once again broke a 
promising partnership with 
an easy catch by Virat Kohli 
at cover, removing Josh Inglis 
for 11. Australia was 144/4 in 
27 overs.

Alex Carey was next up on 
the crease. With his arrival, 
Australia started scoring runs 
at a faster rate as he took down 
Kuldeep and Hardik for two 
fours and Varun for a six.

However, the aspirations for 
a 300-plus total took a mas-
sive dent as Shami cleaned up 
Smith’s stumps for 73 in 96 
balls, with four boundaries 
and a six. Australia was 198/5 

in 36.4 overs.Glenn Maxwell 
arrived on the crease, smash-
ing a six, before perishing to 
a fine straight delivery from 
Axar for seven runs in five 
balls. Australia was 205/6 in 
37.3 overs.

Carey continued his fine 
run at number six, scoring 
his 11th ODI fifty in 49 balls, 
with seven fours and a six. 
Ben Dwarshuis also joined 
the party with some shots 
against spin.

The partnership between 
Carey and Ben did not last 
very long as the latter was 
removed by Varun while tak-
ing the aerial route. Shreyas 
Iyer took a fine catch at mid-
wicket, removing Ben for 19 
in 29 balls, with a four and 
six. Australia was 239/7 in 
45.3 overs.A fine direct hit 
from Shreyas spelled the end 
of Carey’s brilliant knock of 60 
in 57 balls, with eight fours and 
a six. Australia was 249/8 in 
47.1 overs.

A fine catch from Virat 
ended Nathan’s brief cameo 
of 10 in seven balls, giving 
Shami his third wicket. Aus-
tralia was 262/9 in 49 overs. 
Hardik cleaned up Zampa, 
bundling out Australia for 
264 in 49.3 overs. Australia: 
264 all out in 49.3 overs (Tra-
vis Head 39; Steve Smith 73, 
Alex Carey 61; Mohammed 
Shami 3/48, Ravindra Jadeja 
2/40, Varun Chakravarthy 
2/49).

India: 267/6 in 48.1 overs 
(Virat Kohli 84, Shreyas 
Iyer 45; Adam Zampa 2/60). 
Virat Kohli Rohit Sharma 
Hardik Pandya India vs 
Australia India beat austra-
lia 2002 Champions Tro-
phy final Asian Champions 
Trophy ICC Champions 
Trophy Champions tro-
phy 2025 2025 Champions  

Odisha FC will play Jam-
shedpur FC at the JRD Tata 
Sports Complex in Jam-
shedpur in the Indian Su-
per League (ISL) 2024-25 
on Wednesday.

Jamshedpur FC have qual-
ified for the playoffs and are 
fourth in the table with 38 
points from 22 games on 
the back of 12 wins and two 
draws. Odisha FC are pre-
paring for their final league 
fixture, placed seventh with 
30 points from 23 encoun-
ters thus far, a press release 
by ISL stated.

A win against Jamshed-
pur FC will see them reach 
33 points. If the sixth-placed 
Mumbai City FC lose both 
their remaining games, the 
Islanders will also be on 
33 points at the end of the 
league phase.

Kohli’s masterclass chase places india in final

Odisha 
FC aim for 
win against 
Jamshedpur 
FC

agencies 
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 Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, center, shoots as Los Angeles Clippers 
center Ivica Zubac, left, and guard James Harden defend during the second half of an 

NBA basketball game Sunday, March 2, 2025, in Los Angeles. (Agency)

India’s Mohammed Shami and KL Rahul, Shreyas Iyer and teammates celebrate the dismissal of Australia’s Cooper Connolly 
during the 1st Semi-Final (A1 v B2) in the ICC Champions Trophy, 2025, at Dubai International Cricket Stadium in Dubai on Tuesday. 
(INSET):  Australia’s Adam Zampa and teammates celebrate the wicket of India’s Shreyas Iyer during their ICC Champions Trophy 

2025 semi-final match, at Dubai International Cricket Stadium in Dubai on Tuesday. ANI

AuSTRALIA: 264 all out in 49.3 overs (Travis 
Head 39; Steve Smith 73, Alex Carey 61; 
Mohammed Shami 3/48, Ravindra Jadeja 2/40, 
Varun Chakravarthy 2/49).
INDIA: 267/6 in 48.1 overs (Virat Kohli 84, 
Shreyas Iyer 45; Adam Zampa 2/60).
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