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India minces no words, 
says UK ‘indifferent’ 

India on Friday pressed the 
UK to take action against 
the pro-Khalistan elements 
involved in the breach of 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar’s security in 
London and said the inci-
dent showed the “licence” 
accorded to such forces as 
well as “indifference” to their 

“intimidation and threats”.
A pro-Khalistani protester 

attempted to break bar-
ricades while some others 
were shouting anti-India 
slogans as Jaishankar was 
leaving the Chatham House 
after concluding an interac-
tive session at the institute on 
Wednesday evening.

External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal suggested that the 
sincerity of the British au-
thorities over the incident 
would be measured on the 
action they take against the 
culprits involved.
“We have conveyed our 
deep concern to the UK au-

thorities about the breach 
of security arrangements 
by UK-based separatist and 
extremist elements during 
the external affairs minis-
ter’s visit,” he said.
“There is a larger context 
to the incident. It brings out 
both the licence accorded 
to such forces, as well as 
indifference to their intimi-
dation, threats, and other 
actions aimed at impeding 
our legitimate diplomatic 
activities in the UK,” he said.

While India has noted the 
statement issued by the UK 
Foreign Office on the mat-

ter, our view of its sincerity 
would depend on the action 
taken against culprits on 
this and previous occasions, 
Jaiswal added.

The Foreign Office con-
demned the incident.

Jaishankar was in London 
in the first leg of his six-day 
visit to the UK and Ireland 
from Tuesday.

India on Thursday con-
demned the incident of 
security breach and said 
it expects the host govern-
ment to fully live up to their 
diplomatic obligations in 
such cases and deplored the 

“misuse of democratic free-
doms” by those elements.

The charge d’affaires 
a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  H i g h 
Commission was also 
called to the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) 
and was served a demarche 
on the matter.

In March, 2023, certain 
pro-Khalistan elements 
pulled down the Indian flag 
at the Indian high commis-
sion in London, triggering 
strong reaction from India.
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A ballet between the el-
ephant and the dragon con-
tributing to each other’s suc-
cess is the “only right choice” 
for India-China relations, 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi (in 
pic) said on Friday as he ac-
knowledged positive strides 
in bilateral ties after the end 
of the military standoff in 
eastern Ladakh.

There is every reason for 
us to support each other 
rather than undermine each 
other or undercut each other, 
Wang, who is also a member 
of the powerful political bu-
reau of the ruling Communist 
Party of China (CPC), said at 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
MK Stalin on Friday called 
for a joint effort from various 
political parties to raise their 
voices against delimitation. 
He wrote to his counterparts 
in Kerala, Karnataka, Telan-
gana, West Bengal, Punjab, 
Odisha and party heads 
as well. He invited them to 
join hands with Tamil Nadu 
and be part of a Joint Action 
Committee (JAC)  for an “un-
compromising fight” over de-
limitation of Lok Sabha seats.

Stalin proposed the inau-
gural JAC meeting in Chen-
nai on March 22 and urged 
the leaders to join forces to 
chart a “collective course for-
ward.” Writing to CMs and 
leaders, Stalin said reports 
suggest that the delimitation 
exercise is being considered 
based on population, with 
two potential approaches.

In the first case, the existing 
543 seats could be redistrib-
uted among the states, and 
in the second case, the total 
number of seats could be 
increased beyond 800. “In 
both scenarios, all the states 
that have successfully imple-

India and the US are 
gearing up to negotiate 
a landmark Bilateral 

Trade Agreement (BTA) 
that could potentially boost 
trade between the two na-
tions amid US President 
Donald Trump’s plans to 
impose reciprocal tariffs on 
US trading partners, includ-
ing India.

In a weekly briefing, MEA 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said the agreement 
aims to strengthen and 
deepen India-US two-way 
trade in goods and services, 
increase market access, and 
reduce tariff and non-tariff 
barriers.

“The two governments 
are in the process of ad-
vancing discussions on a 
multi-sector Bilateral Trade 
Agreement. Through the 
BTA, our objective is to 
strengthen and deepen 
India-US two-way trade in 
the goods and services sec-
tor, increase market access, 
reduce tariff and non-tariff 
barriers, and deepen supply 
chain integration between 
the two countries,” said 
Jaiswal.

The announcement comes 
after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s visit to the US in 
February 2025, where both 
sides expressed interest in 
negotiating a mutually ben-

eficial, multi-sector BTA. 
Commerce and Industries 
Minister Piyush Goyal also 
recently met his US coun-
terparts to advance discus-
sions on the agreement.

“During PM’s visit to the 
US in February 2025, both 
sides announced plans to 
negotiate a mutually bene-
ficial, multi-sector Bilateral 
Trade Agreement (BTA). 
The Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister was in the US 
and met his counterparts,” 
said Jaiswal.

A key aspect of the BTA 
is its focus on supply chain 
integration between India 
and the US. The agreement 
could pave the way for in-
creased trade in goods and 
services by reducing bar-
riers and increasing mar-
ket access, benefiting both 
economies.

While India has trade 
agreements with over 50 
countries, including the 
Asia Pacific Trade Agree-
ment and the South Asia 
Free Trade Agreement, 
a BTA with the US could 
have significant implica-
tions for India’s economy.

As negotiations progress, 
India will likely push for 
greater market access for its 
goods and services, while 
the US may seek increased 
agricultural exports to In-
dia. The outcome of these 
negotiations will be closely 

IndIa-US trade pact In 
the workS to cUt tarIffS

 Talks on Bilateral Trade Agreement are in advanced stage
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4% quota for 
Muslims in 
public works 
in K’taka 

10 Indians 
found in West 
Bank brought 
to Israel 

Giani Raghbir 
Singh removed  
as Akal Takht 
Jathedar

An Indian Air Force (IAF) AN-32 transport 
aircraft met with an “accident” at Bagdogra 
airport in West Bengal on Friday, the IAF 
said. The IAF added that the aircraft is be-
ing recovered from the site and confirmed 
that its crew is safe. “An accident involving 
an AN-32 transport aircraft at Bagdogra air-
port has come to light today. The aircraft is 
being recovered from the site. The crew of 
the aircraft is safe,” IAF said in a statement.

Further details are awaited.
Earlier in the day, a Jaguar fighter aircraft 

crashed in Ambala, Haryana, due to a sys-
tem malfunction. The Air Force confirmed 
that the pilot manoeuvred away from any 
habitation before he ejected safely.

According to officials, the aircraft had 
taken off from the Ambala Air Force 
base for a routine evening sortie when it 
encountered a system malfunction and 
crashed. 

“The pilot manoeuvred the aircraft away 
from any habitation on the ground before 
ejecting safely. An inquiry has been or-
dered by the IAF to ascertain the cause of 
the accident,” the IAF added.

An Indian Air Force (IAF) 
fighter jet crashed in Man-
dalay village near Raipur 
Rani of Haryana’s Panch-
kula, on Friday. The pilot 
survived the incident as he 
ejected safely using a para-
chute before the crash.

As per the information, 
Jaguar fighter aircraft had 
taken off from the Ambala 
airbase for a routine train-
ing sortie but crashed at 

around 3:45 PM. 
“A Jaguar aircraft of the 

IAF crashed at Ambala, 
during a routine training 
sortie today, after encoun-
tering system malfunction. 
The pilot manoeuvred the 
aircraft away from any 
habitation on ground, be-
fore ejecting safely. An 
inquiry has been ordered 
by the IAF, to ascertain 
the cause of the accident,” 
the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
posted on X.

IAF’s transport aircraft AN-32 
meets with ‘accident’ in Bengal

Jaguar fighter jet crashes in Panchkula
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heads, proposes 

Joint Action 
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in Chennai on 

March 22 

Chief Min-
ister  S id-
daramaiah 
while pre-
senting Kar-
nataka gov-
ernment’s 
Budget on 
Friday confirmed that 4 per 
cent of public works con-
tracts will now be reserved 
for Muslims under a catego-
ry called Category-II B

Reservation will be pro-
vided in the procurement 
of goods and services un-
der various government 
departments, corporations, 
and institutions for sup-
pliers belonging to SC, ST, 
Category-I, Category-II A, 
and Category-II B, up to  

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) on Friday 
confirmed that 10 Indian 
workers were found in the 
West Bank and have been 
brought back to Israel.

The Israeli government 
authorities discovered the 
Indian workers in the con-
struction sector in the West 
Bank and the Israeli author-
ities facilitated their return 
to Israel, MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal stated.

“10 Indian workers in the 
construction sector were 
found in the West Bank. 
Israeli government brought 
them back to Israel. The 
matter is being investigated, 
and the embassy is in touch 
with Israeli authorities. 
They are in Israel and being 
looked after,” said Jaiswal.

The Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee 
(SGPC) has removed Giani 
Raghbir Singh from his 
position as the Jathedar of 
Sri Akal Takht Sahib and 
appointed him as the Chief 
Granthi of Harmandir Sahib. 
This decision was made dur-
ing a meeting of the SGPC’s 
interim committee on Friday. 

The committee also re-
moved Giani Sultan Singh 
from his post as the Jathedar 
of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib.  

Following these changes, 
Giani Kuldeep Singh Gad-
hgaj has been assigned the 
responsibility of Sri Kesgarh 
Sahib and will also take on 

‘Elephant-
dragon 
ballet only 
right choice’ 

Delimitation: Stalin ups the 
ante, writes to CMs
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The US on Friday pitched 
for a macro, large and 
grand trade agreement 
with India, and not 
‘product-by-product’ ar-
rangement to boost bilat-
eral ties between the two 
countries.

US Commerce Secre-
tary Howard Lutnick 
said India needs to open 
its agriculture market, 
emphasising that it can 
not be ‘off the table’ when 
the country is negotiating 
with its largest trading 

partner.
“Because India is so gi-

gantic, and the US is so gi-
gantic, the right way to do 
it (trade pact) is a macro, 
and that’s why we think 
we can get it done. The 
US is interested in doing a 
macro, large-scale, broad-
based trade agreement 
with India that takes ev-
erything into account and 
that I think it can be done.

“...it’s time to do some-
thing big, something 
grand, something that 
connects India and the 
US together, but does it 

Open up agri 
market, says US

Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh on Friday op-
posed any move to pe-
nalise states that have 
successful ly  imple-
mented family planning 
measures, in the context 
of delimitation and lan-
guage policy and under-
scored the importance of 
linguistic diversity saying 
that any form of ‘linguis-
tic imperialism’ is unac-
ceptable.

Jairam Ramesh em-
phasised that states like 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, 
which were pioneers in 
achieving population sta-
bilisation, should not be 
disadvantaged in terms 
of parliamentary seat al-
location.

“No state should be pe-
nalised for its success in 
family planning. Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu - the 
South Indian states were 
the first states in India to 
have success in family 
planning. 

Jairam Ramesh 
backs Stalin 
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday took a swipe 
at the Congress, saying those 
who have zero seats may not 
be able to count the zeros 
in Rs 32 lakh crore loans 
disbursed by the Centre 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
MUDRA Yojana targeted at 
micro enterprises.

Notably, the Congress failed 
to open its account in the Feb-
ruary 5 assembly polls in Del-
hi, where the BJP emerged 
victorious. In the process, 
the Grand Old Party earned 
the dubious distinction of 
scoring a hat-trick of zeros 
in Delhi assembly polls.

The PM, addressing a gath-
ering in Surat city of Guja-
rat, noted there was a time 
when the poor were not even 
allowed to enter a bank if he 

wanted to take a loan for his 
small business.

“Banks used to ask for a 
guarantee against loans. 
From where a poor person 
would arrange his guaran-
tee? Thus, a poor mother’s 
son, Modi, decided to become 
the guarantor of every poor,” 
said the PM.

“We have disbursed Rs 
32 lakh crore to poor citi-
zens under MUDRA so far. 
Those who abuse us, those 
with zero seats may not be 
able to count the zeros in Rs 
32 lakh crore,” said the BJP 
stalwart, taking potshots at 
the Congress.

Launched in 2015, the 

agencies
surAt

PM’s dig at Cong: Those with 
zero seats can’t count zeros in 
Rs 32 lakh cr MUDRA loans 
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Responding to a question on 
reports of former IPL boss 
Lalit Modi’s acquisition of 
citizenship of Vanuatu, the 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal stated that they are 
aware of his application for 
surrendering his passport 
in the High Commission of 
India in London and they are 
continuing to pursue all cas-
es against him as per the law.

The Spokesperson further 
added, “The same will be 
examined in light of extant 
rules and procedures. We 
are also informed that he has 
acquired citizenship in Van-

uatu. We continue to pursue 
the case against him as re-
quired under law.”

Lalit Modi, who previously 
served as the vice-president 
of the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI), is ac-
cused of bid-rigging, money 
laundering, and violating the 
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act, 1999 (FEMA). He 
lleft India in 2010 while un-
der investigation for finan-
cial misconduct, including 
unauthorized fund trans-
fers.

Meanwhile, regarding 
Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri’s visit to Russia, MEA 
briefed the press, “Regard-
ing Foreign Secretary’s 
visit. The Foreign Secretary 

is visiting Moscow for For-
eign Office consultations. 
When you have Foreign Of-
fice consultation, all aspects 
of the relationship, political 
relations, economic matters, 
other issues, events, energy, 
partnership, all these mat-
ters are discussed and the 
meeting is going on in Mos-

cow.” He further added, “So 
hopefully once the meeting 
finishes, we’ll have more de-
tails. 

But just to tell you that he’s 
gone there as part of Foreign 
Office consultation. This is a 
routine consultation that we 
have. The last Foreign Of-
fice consultations were held 

here in Delhi towards the 
end of 2023.”

Earlier External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar on 
Thursday had met with Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavro in Johannesburg, 
where they discussed the 
ongoing progress of bilateral 
cooperation between India 
and Russia.

During that meeting, the 
two discussed the Ukraine 
conflict and Lavrov’s recent 
meeting in Riyadh. Sharing 
a post on X, Jaishankar had 
then said, “Glad to meet FM 
Sergey Lavrov of Russia this 
evening in Johannesburg. 
Reviewed the continued 
progress of India-Russia bi-
lateral cooperation.”

Congress on Friday once 
again targeted the BJP-led 
NDA government at the cen-
tre over the new Income Tax 
Bill giving sweeping powers 
to the Income Tax officers to 
access the phones, comput-
ers of the persons receiving 
the summons by dubbing it 
as a gross violation of Funda-
mental Right to Privacy, up-
held by the Supreme Court.

An uproar has erupted on 
the new clauses giving pow-
ers to the IT department 
officials to check the social 
media accounts, emails and 
other personal details. 

In a post on X, Congress 
leader Gurdeep Singh Sap-
pal, who is also the party’s 
Permanent Invitee to the 
CWC said, “The new Income 
Tax Bill gives sweeping pow-
ers to income tax officers to 
access the phones, comput-
ers of anyone who receives 
IT summons. It gives power 
to the officers to override 

any password of any device 
and gain access to to all con-
tent including cloud server, 
phone data, social media and 
of course, income related 
data.” “This is a gross viola-
tion of Fundamental Right 
to Privacy, upheld by the Su-
preme Court,” Sappal, who 
is also the coordinator of 
office of Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge said.

Targeting the government, 
he pointed out that the 
judgement clearly lays down 
various facets of privacy 
which include communica-
tion privacy, associational 
privacy, information privacy, 
decisional privacy, intellec-
tual privacy, and behavioral 

privacy. 
“The data privacy related 

to phones and computers 
covers most of these,” the 
Congress leader said.

Citing the details of the 
Supreme Court judgement, 
he said that it also lays down 
triple test if any law requires 
overriding of fundamental 
right to privacy by the state/ 
government. 

“The test includes: (a) 
There must be a law to justify 
encroachment of privacy. (b) 
Test of reasonableness man-
dated by Article 14, which is 
a guarantee against arbitrary 
state action and (c) The ac-
tion is proportional to object 
and need of the law,” he said.

Sappal said that the funda-
mental rights are granted as 
a guarantee against the state 
arbitrariness and to ensure 
protection of life and per-
sonal liberty. “The Supreme 
Court had already held that 
has ruled that the right to 
privacy is an intrinsic part of 
the right to life and liberty,” 
he said. 

In a significant move to-
ward modernizing Uttar 
Pradesh’s urban infrastruc-
ture, the Yogi government 
has introduced a Geograph-
ical Information System 
(GIS)-based master plan to 
develop 59 cities using state-
of-the-art technology and 
advanced infrastructure.

This ambitious initia-
tive is designed to stream-
line urban expansion and 
strengthen the core infra-

structure of multiple cities 
across the state. As part of 
this master plan, modern-
ization proposals for 35 
cities have already received 
approval, while the remain-
ing cities are expected to be 
cleared soon.

Among the selected cities 
are Ayodhya, Aligarh, Saha-
ranpur, Deoria, Gorakhpur, 
Varanasi, Meerut, Mathura, 
Azamgarh, Prayagraj, Ba-
reilly, Ghazipur, Ramnagar, 
Moradabad, Firozabad, 
Shahjahanpur, and Muzaf-
farnagar, among others. The 

initiative places special em-
phasis on leveraging tech-
nological advancements 
and improving infrastruc-

ture to facilitate sustainable 
urban development.

The Yogi government 
plans to make these cities 

more scientific and data-
driven through the applica-
tion of GIS technology. This 
system will be instrumental 

in creating well-planned ur-
ban spaces by prioritizing 
road networks, drainage 
systems, green areas, traffic 
management, public ameni-
ties, and environmental sus-
tainability. The objective is 
to curb unregulated urban 
expansion while ensuring 
strategic and well-organized 
infrastructural growth.

As part of this master plan, 
the integration of cutting-
edge technology will trans-
form these cities into smart 
urban centers. Sophisticat-
ed traffic management sys-

tems will be implemented 
to address congestion, while 
modern drainage infra-
structure will be developed 
to mitigate waterlogging 
issues during monsoons. 
Public transport services, 
including buses and metro 
networks, will be enhanced 
for greater efficiency and 
commuter convenience. 
Furthermore, green belts 
will be established, and 
large-scale tree plantations 
will be carried out to pro-
mote ecological balance.

Beyond infrastructural 

improvements, this initia-
tive is expected to generate 
employment opportunities. 
Large-scale construction 
projects, the development 
of smart infrastructure, and 
technology-driven services 
will create both direct and 
indirect job prospects for 
thousands of individuals.

The GIS-based approach 
will also introduce greater 
transparency in urban plan-
ning, allowing authorities to 
efficiently oversee projects 
and make necessary adjust-
ments. 

A gang that cheated job seek-
ers by offering fake govern-
ment jobs—just like in the 
famous Bollywood movie 
Special 26—has been caught 
by the police. The gang oper-
ated by creating a fake web-
site, conducting exams and 
interviews, and even issuing 
fake appointment letters to 
unsuspecting candidates.

According to the police, the 
fraudsters appointed 25 people 
for fake positions like Area In-
spector, Field Supervisor, and 

MPS. However, their scam 
was exposed when one of the 
selected candidates became 
suspicious and reported the 
matter.

The gang used to charge be-
tween Rs 2 lakh to Rs 4 lakh 
per candidate for these fake 
job offers. They had set up an 
organization called Shagun 
Gramin Health and Family 
Council to make the scheme 
look real, said Cyber Cell In-

spector Vikas.  
Sub-Inspector Vikas of the 

Bhiwani Cyber Police Station 
stated that five individuals 
have been arrested in this case. 
The police have recovered Rs 
1.57 lakh in cash, frozen Rs 1.21 
lakh in their bank accounts, 
and seized two silver coins, 
two rings, a computer, 13 
mobile phones, 11 passbooks, 
11 ATMs, 43 registers, 8 pay-
ment slips, and various office 
supplies from them.These ac-
cused acted as a government 
department under the name 
Shagun Gramin Health and 
Family Council. 

Amid the debate on the voter 
duplication row in electoral 
rolls, the Congress on Friday 
hit back at the Election Com-
mission of India saying that 
the panel has issued a duplic-
itous response on the issue of 
same voter IDs being allotted 
to multiple voters and it has 
been forced to admit that its 
voter lists are flawed and not 
trustworthy.

Congress’ Empowered Ac-
tion Group of Leaders and 
Experts (EAGLE) consist-
ing of Ajay Maken, Digvi-
jaya Singh, Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi, Nitin Raut, Praveen 
Chakravorty, Pawan Khera, 
Gurdeep Singh Sappal and 
Vamshi Chandra Reddy 
made a detailed response to 
the poll panel. 

The Congress’ EAGLE in its 
response stated, “The Elec-
tion Commission has issued 
a duplicitous response on 
the issue of same voter IDs 
being allotted to multiple vot-
ers. The ECI, in its response, 
hides behind its processes 
to offer a feeble explanation. 

Shockingly but not surpris-
ingly, the ECI has been forced 
to admit that its voter lists are 
flawed and not trustworthy.”

It said that the Commis-
sion, in a letter issued on 
September 18, 2008 to Chief 
Electoral Officers of all States, 
had said that ‘voter-IDs are 
unique’. 

“However, the ECI today 
says, the issue of dupli-
cate voter-IDs is a ‘decades 
long issue’.   Firing salvos at 
the Commission, it asked, 
“Which statement of the ECI 
should the citizens of India 
believe? Why should an 
average Indian voter today 
trust the Election Commis-
sion?” Targeting the ECI, 
the EAGLE said, “Further, 
how is it that 17 years later, 
ECI speaks of constituting a 
body to clean up this process 

of multiple voter-IDs? Was 
the ECI then all along mis-
representing to the voters of 
India that the ‘voter-IDs were 
unique? If yes, then what are 
the other processes which 
ECI has been misrepresent-
ing to its citizens?” It further 
said that the initial response 
of the Election Commis-
sion to these questions was 
to defend itself by stating 
that ‘this could happen only 
across states. “But there are 
instances with clear evidence 
of many voters with the same 
voter-ID in the same assem-
bly constituency in the same 
state,” it said, adding, “Is the 
ECI then lying? As the issue 
of duplicate voter-IDs clearly 
is not across different states, 
but rather in the same state 
and, in many cases, in the 
same constituencies.”

The Congress’ EAGLE also 
mentioned that Leader of Op-
posotion in the Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi had made cat-
egorical demand along with 
other concerned political 
parties, for the poll panel to 
provide a copy of the Maha-
rashtra voter rolls. 

“Why has there been a 
deafening silence on this? 
This only reaffirms what the 
Congress party has been as-
serting- voter lists under the 
current ECI are dubious and 
flawed,” it said. The Congress 
Party rejects this feeble and 
duplicitous explanation by 
the ECI and reiterates its de-
mands to come clean on the 
sanctity of voter lists in India, 
it added.

The response from Con-
gress came after the poll pan-
el announced that it will re-
solve the longstanding issue 
of duplicate Electors Photo 
Identity Card (EPIC) num-
bers within the next three 
months.   ECI’s statement 
said, “The Commission has 
now decided to resolve this 
decades -long issue of dupli-
cate EPIC numbers within 3 
months.”

ECI forced to admit its voter lists flawed: Cong Cong doubles down on new IT 
Bill giving powers to officials

Yogi Govt unveils GIS-based Master Plan to transform 59 cities into smart urban hubs

Five arrested by police as fake 
job gang busted in Haryana

 Chief Minister Nayab Saini to present state Budget on March 17
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Pursuing case against him under law: MEA on Lalit Modi

The Haryana Assem-
bly’s Budget Session 
for 2025-26 started 

on March 7 with Gover-
nor Bandaru Dattatreya 
addressing the House. He 
spoke about the govern-
ment’s efforts to uplift the 
poor and support farmers 
and athletes. The governor 
also urged legislators to use 
their time in the Assembly 
wisely and focus on public 
welfare.

After the governor’s 
speech, the House paid trib-
utes to former Prime Min-
ister Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
former Haryana Chief 
Minister O.P. Chautala, and 
other notable personalities 
who passed away since the 
last session. The House 
also honoured 21 brave sol-
diers from Haryana who 

sacrificed their lives for 
the nation. Vidhan Sabha 
Speaker Harvinder Kalyan, 
Congress leader Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda, and INLD’s 
Arjun Chautala read out 

obituary resolutions.
Former Chief Minister 

Hooda remembered Dr. 
Manmohan Singh as a 
great economist who in-
troduced key reforms. He 

also recalled how Haryana 
benefited from various de-
velopment projects during 
Singh’s tenure as Prime 
Minister. The Assembly will 
take a break on March 8 and 

9 and resume on March 10, 
when discussions on the 
Governor’s address will 
take place. Chief Minister 
Nayab Saini, who is also 
the Finance Minister, will 
present the state budget on 
March 17.

 This will be his first bud-
get, and it is expected to be 
around Rs 1.98 lakh crore, 
higher than last year’s Rs 
1.89 lakh crore presented 
by former CM Manohar Lal.

Meanwhile, the Congress 
is attending the session 
without a Leader of Oppo-
sition, as the party has not 
yet appointed anyone for the 
role.With important issues 
like law and order, unem-
ployment, the drug menace, 
and rising state debt, the 
Opposition parties are pre-
paring for heated debates in 
the session, which will con-
tinue until March 28.

Haryana Budget session Begins 
witHout Congress LoP in House
NEERAJ MOHAN
ChANDiGARh

AnAnd Singh
New Delhi 

AnAnd Singh
New Delhi  
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Haryana sets up 
4 special courts 
to speed up cow 
protection cases 

The Haryana government 
has set up four special 
courts to quickly handle cas-
es related to cow protection. 
These courts will ensure 
faster legal action under the 
Haryana Gauvansh Sanrak-
shan and Gausamvardhan 
Act, 2015, which strictly 
prohibits cow slaughter in 
the state.

According to a govern-
ment notification issued on 
March 4, the special courts 
will operate in Nuh, Palwal, 
Ambala, and Hisar. They 
will have jurisdiction over 
all districts in Haryana. The 
notification was issued with 
the approval of the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court.

The court in Nuh will cov-
er cases from Nuh, Rewari, 
Narnaul, Charkhi Dadri, 
and Bhiwani. The Palwal 
court will handle cases 
from Palwal, Faridabad, 
Gurugram, Jhajjar, Rohtak, 
Sonipat, and Panipat. 

Tdg nETWORK
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Even as Odisha Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi on 
February 17, 2025 presented 
the State’s annual Budget for 
2025-26 with total outlay of 
Rs 2,90,000 crore, prioritis-
ing capital expenditure which 
is pegged at  Rs 65,012 crore 
– 6.1 per cent of Gross State 
Domestic Product, the Biju 
Janata Dal (BJD) has casted 
apprehensions that present 
BJP government in Odisha, 
is pushing the state towards 
a form of political and eco-
nomic doldrums and the day 
is not far that the state might 
end up in bankruptcy.

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) government in Odisha 
presented the State Budget 
for 2025-26 on February 17 
with a total Budget size of Rs 
2,90,000 crore. 

The Budget document un-
derlined the government’s vi-
sion for ‘Samruddha Odisha’ 
by 2036, aiming to become a 
$500 billion economy. 

Highlighting the role of for-
mer Odisha Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik in brining 

out the state from bankruptcy 
to budget surplus, BJD Rajya 
Sabha MP Sasmit Patra said 
that Odisha as an economy 
was in the doldrums with 
complete bankruptcy when 
he became the Chief Minister 
in the year 2000. 

Patra said that during his 24 
years regime between 2000 
to 2024, Patnaik ensured that 
the state went into a budget 
surplus state. 

The BJD leader said that 
when Patnaik demitted of-
fice in June 2024, he left more 
than Rs 48,000 crores in the 
treasury as surplus. 

Taking a swipe at the BJP 
government in the state, Pa-
tra said, “Unfortunately, the 

present BJP government in 
Odisha, is pushing the state 
towards a form of political 
and economic doldrums and 
the day is not far that the state 
might end up in bankruptcy.”

He cited lack of vision from 
the BJP as a reason for the 
same and added that their ac-
tion is going to pose a major 
problem for the state of Odi-
sha in the coming days. 

His remarks came follow-
ing the unimpressive fiscal 
performance by the BJP gov-
ernment over the last nine 
months.

Figures presented in the 
State Legislative Assembly 
highlighted that the govern-
ment’s spending in almost all 
sectors has been noticeably 
low. 

The figures further high-
lighted that by January end, 
expenditure for the 2024-25 
fiscal year remained below 
50 per cent in at least 16 de-
partments, including many 
prominent sectors such as 
Energy, Panchayati Raj and 
Drinking Water, Transport, 
and Housing and Urban De-
velopment. 

BJP Govt pushing Odisha into 
economic doldrums, says BJD 
AnAnd Singh
New Delhi   

 USE TiME in hOUSE WiSEly: gUv

n Governor spoke 
about the govern-
ment’s efforts to 
uplift the poor and 
support farmers and 
athletes. 

n The governor also 
urged legislators to 
use their time in the 
Assembly wisely and 
focus on public wel-
fare.

n The Assembly will 
take a break on March 8 and 9 and resume on March 10, when discussions 
on the Governor’s address will take place
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The Karnataka High Court 
on Friday quashed the sum-
mons issued by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) to CM 
Siddaramiah’s wife, Parvathi, 
and Urban Development 
Minister Byrathi Suresh in 
connection with the Mysore 
Urban Development Author-
ity (MUDA) case.

The judgement pronounced 
by High Court Justice M 
Nagaprasanna comes as a 
huge relief to Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah.

Parvathi and Minister By-

rathi Suresh had approached 
the High Court to appeal for 
cancelling ED summons in 
connection with the MUDA 
scam.

The petition demanding 
a Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) probe was 
also dismissed by the High 
Court, saying that it was not 
required given that another 
agency (Lokayukta) was con-
ducting an enquiry.

This development follows 
after Karnataka Lokayukta 
SP Udesh submitted an in-
terim 8,000-page B Report 
on Thursday in connection 

with the MUDA scam case. 
The notice, issued by Udesh, 
declares the case “not action-
able,” leading to the submis-
sion of a final report to the 
competent court.

The Lokayukta concluded 
that the allegations against 
the four accused individuals 
were either civil in nature, 
outside the scope of a crimi-
nal investigation, or based on 
misinterpretations of legal 
provisions.Earlier, the Kar-
nataka Lokayukta Police had 
issued a notice to complain-
ant Snehamayi Krishna stat-
ing that the allegations in the 

MUDA scam case could not 
be substantiated due to a lack 
of evidence.

On February 20, Karnataka 
Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar lashed out at the 
BJP and JDS for conspiring 
on the MUDA issue and said 
that their conspiracy can’t go 
on forever.Speaking to re-
porters at his Sadashivanagar 
residence, he said, “I had said 
long back when BJP and JDS 
took out a padayatra from 
Bengaluru to Mysuru that it 
is a politically motivated ploy. 
When there is no signature of 
CM Siddaramaiah in any of 

the documents, where is the 
question of his involvement?”

Karnataka Minister Pri-
yank Kharge had said, “Lo-
kayukta is an independent 
investigative agency...if they 
have given a clean chit to CM, 
I welcome that. CM has al-
ready said that there was no 
scam and no involvement of 
any family members, which 
has been proved in the inves-
tigation...we are not here to 
satisfy the BJP, the same Lo-
kayukta gave clean chit to the 
BJP in many cases and that 
time, Lokayukta was fine for 
them...”

Telangana Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar said on Friday that 
they will hold an all-party 
meeting to protest against 
the injustice caused by the 
delimitation.

Telangana CM Reddy also 
slammed BJP for delimitation 
exercise and accused BJP of 
‘revenge politics’ through de-
limitation, demands all-party 
meet

The BJP is pursuing “re-
venge politics” against the 
southern states through the 
proposed delimitation exer-
cise, Telangana Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy alleged on 
Friday and urged the Centre 
to convene an all-party meet-
ing to discuss the issue.

Speaking at a media con-
clave, he claimed that the 
BJP wanted to reduce south 
India’s parliamentary repre-
sentation through the delimi-
tation of parliamentary seats, 
which would adjust constitu-
encies based on population.

“The BJP has no representa-
tion in the south. Therefore, 
it is taking revenge through 
delimitation. The BJP wants 
to finish the south through 
this exercise that will benefit 
only the northern states,” the 
Congress leader said.

Telangana Minister for 
Transport and BC Welfare 
Ponnam Prabhakar spoke 
to the media persons after 
the Telangana state Cabinet 
meeting and said, “Several 
issues were discussed, in-
cluding the injustice done to 

the Southern states through 
delimitation. We are going to 
hold an all-party meeting un-
der the leadership of Deputy 
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka and senior lead-
er Kunduru Jana Reddy to 
fight this injustice. We won’t 
allow injustice to be done to 
Telangana. We will take along 
all South Indian states and 
fight against the central gov-
ernment which is thinking of 
doing this injustice.”

He added, “On SC categori-
sation, after getting 71 recom-
mendations, the one-man Ju-
dicial Commission, the High 
Court retired judge, Justice 
Shameem Akhtar gave a re-
port to us. We put the report 
in the Cabinet and permitted 
to proceed further.”

Further he added, “For the 
backward classes, a bill for 
42% reservation in political, 
education and employment 
sectors will be put in the As-
sembly and then it will be 
proposed to the Centre. Many 
other issues like future cities, 
Gram Pal officer in every vil-
lage were discussed. We will 

take forward all the promises 
of the Congress party in the 
coming days.”“We have pre-
pared a tourism policy. 

Soon the Miss World com-
petition will take place in 
Hyderabad. We are making 
all the preparations for this 
in the city. Taking forward 
our vision of making every 
woman a millionaire, we 
have given them free buses, 
introduced them in the power 
sector. We are also planning 
to bring in more schemes. All 
these days, we did not have a 
tourism policy, we have intro-
duced a new Tourism policy 
aiming to attract Rs 15,000 
crore investments and create 
three lakhs jobs,” Prabhakar 
said.

BJP leader N Ramchander 
Rao said that the Congress 
and other Non-BJP governe-
ments in the South are trying 
to mislead the people on the 
issue. “The non-BJP govern-
ments, especially from South 
India, are trying to mislead 
the people with regards to 
delimitation and the language 
policy. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday flagged the 
issue of obesity and urged 
people to reduce their con-
sumption of cooking oil by 
10 per cent

The Prime Minister ad-
dressed the rising concern 
of lifestyle diseases, par-
ticularly obesity, which has 
become a significant health 
threat and referred to a re-
cent report predicting that 
by 2050, over 440 million 

Indians will suffer from 
obesity.

“This alarming figure indi-
cates that one in every three 
people could face serious 
health issues due to obesity, 
potentially making it a life-
threatening condition”, PM 
Modi stated.

The Prime Minister urged 
everyone to take proactive 
steps to “reduce obesity” 
and emphasized the im-
portance of reducing the 
consumption of cooking oil 
by 10 per cent each month, 
asking people to “commit to 

using 10 per cent less oil in 
their daily cooking.”

“India is committed to 
achieving the vision of a 
developed nation. Only a 
healthy nation can achieve 
such a goal,” PM Modi em-
phasised.

He also encouraged the 
inclusion of regular physi-
cal activity, like walking 
a few kilometers daily, to 
maintain a healthy lifestyle 
and prevent obesity.

Earlier, on February 23, 
during the 119th episode of 
his Mann Ki Baat radio pro-

gram, PM Modi addressed 
the growing problem of 
obesity in India, especially 

among children, and urged 
citizens to make small but 
significant changes in their 
daily diets.

The Prime Minister shared 
alarming statistics, reveal-
ing that obesity cases have 
doubled in recent years.He 
pointed out that one in ev-
ery eight people in India is 
affected by obesity, with an 
even more concerning rise 
in cases among children.

In his bid to widen the 
campaign’s reach, PM 
Modi used his X handle 
to nominate prominent 

personalities to spread 
awareness about obesity 
and the benefits of reduc-
ing oil consumption.He 
tagged several influential 
figures, including business 
magnate Anand Mahindra, 
actor-politician Dinesh Lal 
Yadav (Nirahua), athlete 
Manu Bhaker, weightlifter 
Mirabai Chanu, actors Mo-
hanlal and R. Madhavan, 
singer Shreya Ghoshal, and 
author-politician Sudha 
Murty, asking them to take 
up the challenge and nomi-
nate 10 more people each.

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day refused to impose the 
status quo on the Dharavi 
Redevelopment project on 
Friday while hearing a plea 
filed by Dubai-based SecLink 
Technologies challenging the 
Maharashtra government’s 
award of the Dharavi Re-
development Project to the 
Adani Group.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice 
Sanjay Kumar noted that 
the project has already com-
menced after Senior Advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi, who 
appeared for Adani Group, 
submitted that significant 

funds have been invested 
and over 2,000 workers have 
been employed in the Asiad 
project. However, the Court 
agreed to examine SecLinks’ 
plea and issued notices to the 
Maharashtra government 
and the Adani Group.

In December 2024, the 
Bombay High Court upheld 
the project awarded to the 
Adani Group under a new 

tender, asserting that the 
state authority responsible 
for issuing the tender was 
best suited to assess its re-
quirements. The High Court 
also dismissed SecLink’s 
claims, noting that the com-
pany’s grounds presented 
lacked merit.The initial ten-
der, awarded to SecLink, was 
later cancelled, and in Octo-
ber 2022, a new tender was 

issued, in which the Adani 
Group was allegedly selected 
as the highest bidder. SecLink 
argues that the 2022 tender 
was designed to exclude its 
participation.The Maha-
rashtra government issued a 
fresh tender in 2022 in view 
of its decision to incorporate 
railway land in the project. 
Today, the Supreme Court 
agreed with the Bombay 
High Court that the develop-
ment of railway land has now 
been included in the project. 
The top court, however, not-
ed SecLink’s submission that 
certain conditions in the new 
tender were tweaked to ex-
clude their participation and 
stated that it would examine 
the matter.

Supreme Court refuses to stay Dharavi 
Redevelopment Project awarded to Adani

Telangana CM demands all-
party meet over delimitation

Alarming figure on obesity, says PM Modi, asks people to cut cooking  oil intake by 10%

Siddaramaiah presents 4.9 lakh cr Budget, hikes allocation to Bengaluru from 3,000 cr to 7,000 cr

TDG NETWORK
Bengaluru

MUDA scam case: Karnataka HC quashes ED 
summons to Siddaramaiah’s wife, minister

Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah 
while presenting the 

Budget claimed that the state 
government has maintained 
fiscal deficit of the state for 
the financial year 2025-26.

The total expenditure es-
timated for the financial 
year 2025-26 is Rs.4,09,549 
crores which includes rev-
enue expenditure of Rs. 
3,11,739 crores, capital botem 
expenditure of Rs. 71,336 
crores and loan repayment 
of Rs. 26,474 crores.

According to the Karnata-
ka government’s Budget, for 
the financial year 2025-26, 
revenue deficit is estimat-
ed to be Rs. 19,262 crores, 
which is 0.63 per cent of 
Gross State Domestic Prod-
uct (GSDP). Fiscal Deficit is 
estimated to be Rs. 90,428 
crores, which is 2.95 per 
cent of GSDP. Total liabili-
ties at the end of 2025-26 is 
estimated to be Rs. 7,64,655 
crores, which is 24.91 per 
cent of GSDP.

“By keeping fiscal deficit 
and total outstanding li-
abilities within the limits 
mandated under Karnataka 
Fiscal Responsibility Act, 
we have maintained fiscal 
discipline in the financial 
year 2025-26,” said the Chief 
Minister.

The Karnataka govern-

ment in this Budget has 
given priority to basic infra-
structure in Bengaluru city 
and announced measures 
to battle traffic congestion 
in the city. In this budget, 
the yearly grant of Rs. 3,000 
crores which was being pro-
vided to Bengaluru city, has 
been enhanced to Rs. 7,000 
crores in the current year.

Additionally, a new Spe-
cial Purpose Vehicle will be 
established to utilise these 
grants and implement ma-
jor developmental works on 
priority.

According to the Budget, 
Bruhat Bengaluru Mah-

anagara Palike (BBMP) 
has yielded an additional 
revenue of Rs. 4,556 crores 
through various reforms 
and substantially increas-
ing property tax collection.

The government has stood 
guarantee to Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP) for an amount of 
Rs. 19,000 crores for un-
dertaking the North-South 
and the East-West corridors 
(tunnels) at a cost of Rs. 
40,000 crores.

To mitigate vehicular con-
gestion and to intended to 
make major roads of Beng-
aluru ensure smooth move-

ment of traffic, a 40.5 km 
double decker flyover will 
be constructed at a cost of 
Rs. 8,916 crores along with 
Namma Metro Phase - 3 
Project.

A network of 300 kms 
additional roads will be 
constructed at a cost of Rs. 
3,000 crores utilising canal 
buffer zones. The arterial 
and sub-arterial road net-
work in BBMP area mea-
suring 460 km will also be 
developed at a cost of Rs. 
660 crores. Flyovers and 
Grade Separators of length 
120 km will be built in the 
Bengaluru city.

In order to strengthen the 
‘Brand Bengaluru’ Plan, Rs. 
1,800 crores have been set 
aside for 21 schemes during 
the FY 2024-25. A ‘Compre-
hensive Health Programme’ 
will be implemented over 
the next 3 years under 
Brand Bengaluru Plan Rs. 
413 crores with the goal of 
making a cost of Bengaluru 
a city of global health stan-
dards.

The state Budget 2025-26 
has also given specific focus 
to minorities. To provide 
formal education along with 
religious education in ma-
drasas, computers, smart 
boards and other necessary 
basic facilities will be pro-
vided to the students to pre-
pare them for writing SSLC 
examination through NIOS.

Minority youth will be 
encouraged to launch new 
start-ups through Karna-
taka Minority Development 
Corporation. For repair and 
renovation of Waqf proper-
ties and for providing infra-
structure and protection of 
Muslim burial grounds an 
amount of Rs. 150 crores 
has been provided.

The Chief Minister further 
stated, “An Action Plan for 
Rs. 1,000 crores has been 
prepared under ‘Chief 
Minister’s Minority Colony 
Development Programme’. 
Works will be implemented 
in the FY 2025-26.”

Big Bengaluru infra push in K'taKa Budget 
TDG NETWORK
Bengaluru
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Five killed, 10 
injured in  
bus-lorry collision 
in Tamil Nadu

At least five people were 
killed, and ten others were 
critically injured in a colli-
sion between a tipper lorry 
and a bus at KG Kandigai 
area near Thiruttani town 
of Tamil Nadu’s Tiruvallur 
district, police said.

According to officials, the 
accident occurred on Thurs-
day.

“Five people died in a col-
lision between a tipper lorry 
and government bus near 
Thiruttani in the KG Kan-
digai area,” Tiruttani police 
said, adding that 10 injured 
people have been admitted 
to Thiruttani General Hos-
pital.

TDG NETWORK
Tiruvallur  

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Friday emphasized 
the significance of the Tamil 
language, culture, and tradi-
tions, calling them a “precious 
ornament of Indian culture.”

While addressing the 56th 
Raising Day Parade of the Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force 
(CISF) in Thakkolam, Tamil 
Nadu’s Ranipet district, he as-
serted that the entire country 
acknowledged this fact.

“Tamil language, culture, and 
traditions are a precious orna-
ment of Indian culture, and 
the whole country accepts this 
fact,” the Home Minister said.

Shah’s statement comes as 
debates over linguistic iden-
tity and federalism continue 
to shape Tamil Nadu’s political 
landscape. The state has long 
witnessed resistance to Hindi 
imposition, with successive 
governments advocating for 
Tamil pride and linguistic au-
tonomy.

His remarks may be seen as 
an attempt to bridge the gap 
between regional aspirations 
and the central government’s 
vision of unity.

Tamil Nadu has historically 
opposed policies perceived as 
diluting its linguistic heritage, 
from the Anti-Hindi Agita-
tions of the 20th century to 
recent concerns over language 
policies in education and gov-
ernance.

The Home Minister’s recog-
nition of Tamil’s cultural im-
portance may aim to reassure 
the state’s people, though it re-
mains to be seen how it will be 
received in a region known for 
its strong linguistic conscious-
ness.

In continuation, the Home 
Minister said, “I am happy to 
announce that today we are re-
naming this CISF training cen-
tre in honor of the great Chola 
warrior, Rajaditya Chola.”

He said it was on this very 
land that Rajaditya Chola 
scripted many tales of valour, 
sacrificed his life, and carried 
forward the great traditions of 
the Chola dynasty.

“I pay my humble tributes 
to the great warrior, Rajaditya 
Chola.”

Shah further said that he has 
come to Tamil’s soil and would 

like to request the Chief Min-
ister of Tamil Nadu to take in-
spiration from the other states 
that have made efforts to intro-
duce medical and engineering-
related education in their na-
tive language.

The Home Minister later ex-
pressed his wish that the state 
also introduce medical and en-
gineering courses in the Tamil 
language as soon as possible.

“This will not only strength-
en the roots of the Tamil people 
but also render them equal op-
portunities in the fields. I hope 
that the Tamil Nadu CM takes 
steps to fulfil this vision. I have 
been expressing this vision for 
two years, but no steps have 
been taken yet to realize it. I 
hope that CM will reflect on it 
and implement the required 
measures going forward,” he 
added.

Tamil language ‘precious ornament’: 
Amit Shah amid lingual debates
TDG NETWORK 
Thakkolam   ‘FOcus ON balaNcED DEvElOpmENT acROss sTaTE’

n Launches  new 
scheme called the 
Chief Minister’s In-
frastructure Devel-
opment Program 
(CMIDP) with Rs 
8,000 crore invest-
ment to ensure bal-
anced development 
across the state, 
focusing on minor 
irrigation, roads and urban infrastructure in all legislative assembly con-
stituencies of the State

n Announces Additional Rs 450 over and above theRs 7,550 per quintal under 
the Minimum Support Price (MSP) scheme for the procurement of toor dal 
with a total expenditure of Rs 138 crore. 

n State to disburseRs 28,000 crore in agricultural loans to 37 lakh farmers in 
the financial year 2025-26.

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi with a beneficiary of Sylvan Didi 
Scheme during the inauguration and foundation stone laying 
ceremony of various development projects worth Rs 2,587 crore, at 
Silvassa in Dadra and Nagar Haveli on Friday. ANI

He pointed out that 
one in every eight 
people in India is 

affected by obesity, 
with an even more 

concerning rise 
in cases among 

children.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah being presented with a 
memento from Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) chief 
RS Bhatti during the 56th Raising Day of CISF, at Arakkonam 
in Ranipet on Friday. ANI
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on a broad scale, not prod-
uct-by-product, but rather 
the whole thing. Let’s bring 
India’s tariff policy towards 
America down,” he said at 
an event here.

In the agriculture sector, 
he said the Indian agricul-
ture market has to open 
up, and it can not just stay 
closed.

“Now, how do you do that? 
And the scale by which you 
do that? Maybe you do quar-
ters. Maybe do limits. You 
can be smarter when you 
have your most important 
trading partner on the oth-
er side of the table. You can’t 
just say...it’s off the table. 
That’s just not an attractive 
way of doing business,” Lut-
nick said.

The right way to do busi-
ness is to put everything on 
the table, but do it smartly 
and do it thoughtfully, he 
said, adding that quotas or 
limits can be used.

During the recent visit of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to Washington, In-
dia and the US announced 
their commitment to more 
than double the two-way 
commerce to USD 500 bil-
lion by 2030 and negotiate 
the first tranche of a mutu-
ally beneficial, multi-sector 
Bilateral Trade Agreement 
(BTA) by fall of 2025.

    Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal is 
in Washington since Mon-
day for the trade talks with 
US Trade Representative 
(USTR) Jamieson Greer and 
Lutnick.    

    Lutnick also said that 

countries like India have one 
of the highest tariffs in the 
world, and that is why US 
President Donald Trump 
is talking about imposing 
reciprocal tariffs.

    Tariffs are import duties 
imposed and collected by 
the government and paid by 
the companies to bring for-
eign goods into the country.

    “How you treat us is how 
we would like to treat you. 
And I would like to tell you 
that India has some of the 
highest tariffs in the world, 
and that will require a re-
thinking of the relationship, 
the special relationship, be-
tween India and the United 
States,” he said.

    He suggested India to 
cut down the tariff levels 
and look at the trading op-
portunities with America 
in a special and unique way.

India-US trade pact in the works

‘Elephant- dragon ballet’

4% quota for Muslims

Open up agri market, says US

Delimitation: Stalin ups the ante, writes to CMs Jairam Ramesh backs Stalin

Jaguar fighter jet crashes in 
Panchkula, pilot safe

Giani Raghbir Singh 
removed

PM’s dig at Congress
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The jet was blown to bits and pieces.  On 
hearing the commotion, passers-by im-
mediately gathered around the site where 
blown-up pieces of the jet were on fire. 
Looking for survivors, they discovered the 
pilot with his parachute stuck to him.

The local police rushed to location. A few 
moments later, officials from the Ambala 

unit of IAF also reached the site and escort-
ed the pilot back to their base. 

Officials said the jet was completely dam-
aged and the debris was scattered across 
the area. 

The British-French supersonic Jaguar jet 
aircraft, has been a mainstay of the IAF 
since the late 1970s and mostly used for 
deep penetration strikes.

additional duties at Sri Akal 
Takht Sahib.  Giani Baba Tek 
Singh has been appointed as 
the Jathedar of Sri Damdama 
Sahib.  SGPC member Jas-
want Singh Pudaen stated 
that the removal of both 
Jathedars was linked to a 
previous decision taken on 
December 2. He cited two 
main reasons: First, Giani 

Raghbir Singh was making 
decisions without inform-
ing the committee. Second, 
he was traveling abroad 
without prior notice. Senior 
SGPC Vice President Sardar 
Raghujeet Singh explained 
that the Sikh community 
is currently facing serious 
challenges, with efforts be-
ing made to weaken Sikh 
institutions both in India 
and abroad. 

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA 
Yojana is a flagship scheme 
of the Centre to extend af-
fordable credit to micro and 
small enterprises.

Modi was addressing the 
gathering after launching 
a food security saturation 
campaign in Surat city.

He said the Surat Food Se-
curity Saturation Campaign 
will serve as an inspiration 
for other districts to achieve 
the goal of 100 per cent satu-
ration of various government 
schemes. “No one will be un-
happy when no one is left be-
hind (in journey of growth). 
We want to leave behind 
the system of appeasement 
and achieve satisfaction. In 
Surat, nearly 2.25 lakh new 
beneficiaries have been iden-
tified by the administration. 
Now, they will get free ration 
under the PM Garib Kalyan 
Anna Yojana,” averred Modi.

The PM said he can very 
well understand the pain of 
the poor when it comes to 
securing food.

Modi pointed out his gov-
ernment has streamlined the 
public distribution system 
(PDS) by weeding out five 
crore bogus ration cards.

The Centre’s goal is to 
provide proper nutrition to 
every family of the country 
to fight problems like mal-
nutrition and anemia, he 
emphasised. Targeting past 
Congress governments, the 
PM asserted the people of In-
dia were tired of hearing the 
“garibi hatao (remove pov-
erty)” slogan for nearly 50 
years. “People were tired of 
hearing garibi hatao slogan 
for nearly 50 years. This slo-
gan was raised in every elec-
tion campaign, but no one 
was able to remove poverty. 
My government succeeded in 
lifting 25 crore people out of 
poverty in the last 10 years”.

his annual press conference 
here. A “cooperative pas de 
deux” between the dragon 
and the elephant is the “only 
right choice for both sides,” 
Wang said while replying to 
a question on how Beijing 
views the course of bilateral 
ties after the two countries 
ended the four-year stale-
mate in the ties.

Bilateral relations be-

tween the two Asian giants 
froze after the Galwan val-
ley clash in eastern Ladakh 
in June 2020. The four year 
military standoff ended last 
year. China-India relations 
have made positive strides 
over the past year after last 
year’s breakthrough, he said.

The successful meeting 
between President Xi Jin-
ping and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Kazan last 

October provided strategic 
guidance for the improve-
ment and development of 
the bilateral ties, he said.

 After that “both sides have 
earnestly followed through 
on the important common 
understandings of our lead-
ers, strengthened exchanges 
and practical cooperation at 
all levels, and achieved a se-
ries of positive outcomes,” 
he added.

Rs 1 crore, in which Catego-
ry-II B refers to Muslims.

BJP leader Amit Malviya 
strongly opposed the deci-
sion, saying it undermines 
the rights of Scheduled 
Castes (SCs), Scheduled 
Tribes (STs), and Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs) 
as laid out in the Indian 
Constitution. Malviya ar-
gued that providing reser-
vations based on religion is 

unconstitutional and that 
such measures should not 
be allowed.

He added that the Con-
gress party’s actions were a 
part of their broader strat-
egy to undermine the rights 
of these communities, as 
enshrined in India’s Consti-
tution.

BJP has accused Karna-
taka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah of presenting a 
“Halal Budget,” labelling it 

as a form of appeasement 
at its peak. The party criti-
cised the Budget for focus-
ing heavily on provisions 
aimed at benefiting the 
Muslim community, while 
overlooking the needs of 
other marginalised groups 
such as SCs, STs, and OBCs.

The BJP has termed it a 
“scam” and accused the 
Congress of playing vote-
bank politics with the state’s 
resources.

watched, as it could set the 
tone for India-US trade re-
lations in the years to come.

US President Donald 
Trump had earlier targeted 
India’s import duties in a 
speech to a joint session of 
Congress. Trump specifi-
cally targeted India’s tariffs 
on automobile imports, say-
ing, “India charges us auto 
tariffs higher than 100%.”

While addressing a joint 
session of the US Congress, 
Trump said that the re-

ciprocal tax will kick in on 
April 2. He had said that 
the US has been ripped off 
for decades by nearly ev-
ery country on earth and 
vowed not to “let that hap-
pen any longer.”

Trump had said, “Under 
the Trump administra-
tion, you will pay a tariff 
and in some cases a rather 
large one. Other countries 
have used tariffs against 
us for decades, and now 
it’s our turn to start using 
them against those other 
countries. On average, the 

European Union, China, 
Brazil, India, Mexico, Can-
ada, and countless other 
nations charge us tremen-
dously higher tariffs than 
we charge them. It’s very 
unfair. India charges us 
auto tariffs higher than 100 
percent.”

He had also spoken about 
the tariffs imposed by the 
European Union, China, 
Brazil and Mexico and had 
announced that the US will 
impose tariffs on other na-
tions based on what they do 
to the US. 

mented population control 
measures stand to lose sig-
nificantly if the exercise is 
based on post 2026 popula-
tion. We should not be thus 
penalized for effectively con-
trolling population growth 
and upholding national 
development goals,” he said.

Calling upon state units of 

national parties and regional 
parties to send a senior rep-
resentatives for the JAC, he 
tagged the BJP, Congress, 
TDP, Jana Sena Party, AITC, 
Janata Dal, Aam Aadmi Par-
ty, Akali Dali, Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), CPI, 
AIMIM and multiple other 
state units for the meeting.

CM Stalin had pointed in 
his letter to other CM’s that, 

the previous delimitation 
exercises were conducted 
in 1952, 1963, and 1973, but 
were frozen by the 42nd 
Amendment in 1976 until 
the first census after 2000.

The freeze was extended 
in 2002 until the census 
after 2026. However, with 
the 2021 Census delayed, 
the delimitation process 
might happen earlier 

than expected, potentially 
affecting states that have 
controlled their population 
a n d  a c h i e ve d  b e t t e r 
governance. The CM stated 
that if the exercise is based 
on population after 2026, 
states with better population 
control  would f ace a 
reduction in parliamentary 
representation, which he 
called unjust. 

The first success was in 
Kerala. It reached replace-
ment levels of fertility in 
1988. Tamil Nadu reached it 
in 1993. Then, after that, we 
had undivided Andhra, we 
had Karnataka, and then, 
of course, other states fol-
lowed. States that have 
not taken family planning 

seriously should not be 
rewarded disproportion-
ately in terms of increases 
in seats. Linguistic impe-
rialism is also not accept-
able. Everybody is entitled 
to learn in their mother 
tongue.”

Speaking on the three-
language policy Ramesh 
said that with 22 official 
languages listed in Sched-

ule 8 of the Constitution 
and numerous other re-
gional languages spoken 
across the country, there 
must be equal respect for 
all languages.

“We respect all languag-
es. We must respect all 
languages. And of course, 
there are 22 official lan-
guages in Schedule 8 of the 
Constitution, but there are 

so many languages. India 
is a multi-linguistic coun-
try. Our unity comes from 
our diversity,” said Jairam 
Ramesh.

The Congress statement 
comes amidst a heated 
debate between the Tamil 
Nadu CM MK Stalin and 
the centre on both delimita-
tion and the three-language 
policy.

A study found that 61.6% of people 
use smartphones in toilets, mainly 
for social media. Experts warn this 

habit spreads germs, as phones can 
carry ten times more bacteria than 
toilet seats. Pathogens like Staphy-

lococcus can survive for 28 days, 
causing infections. Avoiding phones 
in washrooms is advised.

India, New Zealand Set for ICC 
Champions Trophy 2025 Final in 
Dubai after 18 days and 14 matches, 
India and New Zealand will face off 

in the ICC Champions Trophy 2025 
final on Sunday at 1 PM (09:00 
GMT) in Dubai. Due to political 
tensions, India’s matches were 

hosted in Dubai instead of Paki-
stan. India remained unbeaten, 
while New Zealand secured their 
spot despite a loss to India.

58% of people do not sanitize their mobile  
phone after using it in the toilet51% of people have the highest expectations from Virat Kohli

the Daily guarDian  Survey on  ChampionS trophy Final matCh the Daily guarDian  Survey on  SmartphoneS uSe in toilet

Q1. 
Are you in the habit 
of using your phone 
while sitting on the 

toilet seat?

Q1. 
What are the chances 

of India winning the 
Champions Trophy final?

Q3. 
Do you feel that using 

your phone while 
sitting on the toilet has 

increased your back and 
neck pain issues?

Q3. 
Which player from Team 

India do you have the 
highest expectations 

from in the final?

 Q2. 
Are you aware that using your 
phone while sitting on the 
toilet seat can lead to bacterial 
infections and skin-related 
diseases?

 Q2. 
Which New Zealand 
player should 
Team India be most 
cautious of?

 Q4. 
Have you ever noticed that 
using your mobile phone in 
the toilet makes you lose 
track of time?

 Q4. 
Will India’s continuous 
experience of playing 
in Dubai be beneficial 
in the final?
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Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Friday said she felt 
like the protagonist of the Hin-
di movie “Nayak” after being 
selected for the post and as-
serted that it was not a “lottery” 
but an honour for all daughters 
of the country.

Addressing India Today 
Conclave, Gupta, the only 
woman chief minister across 
BJP-ruled states, said the BJP 
government in Delhi will en-
sure the cleaning of the Ya-
muna in three years, starting a 

ferry service on it and dimin-
ishing three landfill sites up 
to 80-90 per cent in next two 
years.

The other priorities of her 

government were to ensure 
that Delhi people do not face 
water shortage in the summers 
and waterlogging during mon-
soon, she said.

On being asked about her 
getting preference for the chief 
minister’s post over several se-
nior leaders and MLAs, Gupta 
said, “Let no one have any mis-
understanding. This victory is 
due to the people of Delhi and 
the leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.”

“This is not a post, it is a job 
and a responsibility. Our aim is 
a developed Delhi for a devel-

oped India,” Gupta said.
Underlining that the women 

in Indian society do not get op-
portunities to go on the “front 
foot”, she said her appointment 
as chief minister of Delhi was 
an honour for all daughters of 
the country and there was a 
lot of enthusiasm over it. The 
appointment of a woman as 
chief minister was a very sig-
nificant vision of the party and 
PM Modi and it was not just a 
“symbolic facelift” but a genu-
ine effort to promote women 
to higher posts of decision-
making, Gupta said.

Senior AAP leader Atishi 
on Friday wrote a letter to 
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta, urging her to ensure 
immediate transfer of Rs 
2,500 to women’s accounts, 
as promised by the BJP dur-
ing the assembly polls.

“The prime minister had 
assured the mothers and 
sisters of Delhi that once 
the BJP’s government is 
formed, the scheme to pro-
vide Rs 2,500 per month 
would be approved in the 
first cabinet meeting and 
funds would start reach-
ing women’s accounts by 
Women’s Day,” the leader 
of opposition in the Delhi 
Assembly wrote.

With only a day to go 
for Women’s Day, women 
across Delhi are eagerly 
awaiting the fulfilment of 
this promise, Atishi said.

Crime Branch of the Delhi 
Police has busted a fake 
passport syndicate alleg-
edly involved in assisting 
gangsters and criminals 
flee abroad using forged 
identities, an official said 
on Friday.The operation led 
to the arrest of the syndi-
cate's mastermind, Nishant 
Kumar Saxena, along with 
six other associates, includ-
ing a member of the Neeraj 
Bawana gang, he said.

"The Crime Branch had 
been tracking a syndicate 
engaged in creating fake 
passports for gangsters, 
wanted criminals, and pa-
role jumpers. Over four 
months of surveillance, the 
investigative team gathered 
intelligence on the gang's 
operations," Additional 
Commissioner of Police 
(Crime) Sanjay Kumar Sain 
said.

Waving in front of a sur-
veillance camera may soon 
help save a woman’s life, as 
the Delhi Police prepares to 
launch a one-of-a-kind proj-
ect in the coming months, an 
officer said on Friday.

The ‘Safe City’ project, 
currently in pipeline, aims 
to install high-resolution 
cameras across Delhi, with 
live feeds beamed at local 
police stations, the offices of 

Deputy Commissioners of 
Police (DCPs), and the Police 
Headquarters.

“This will be the first such 
initiative in the country,” the 
officer said.

The project will involve 
the use of facial recognition 
technology, alerting police 
immediately if a woman in 
distress waves her hand in 
front of these cameras.

Initially, there were dis-
cussions about integrating 
panic buttons into the cam-
era poles, but the idea was 
dropped amid concerns of 
misuse and unnecessary 
resource deployment, said 
the officer involved in the 
project.

“If any incident of crime 
against women occurs on 
the streets of Delhi, police 
will be immediately alerted 
and can intervene before the 
situation escalates. This will 
be a significant step in crime 

prevention,” he added.
The project is still under 

development, with weekly 
review meetings every Tues-
day, attended by the heads of 
various departments.

The multi-crore initiative 
is expected to be launched 
this year by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah.

Lower-level officers have 
been instructed to identify 
high-crime areas or “black 
spots” where there is a great-
er need for surveillance.

Delhi Assembly Speaker Vijen-
der Gupta on Friday convened 
a meeting with officers from 
the Ministry of Parliamentary 
Affairs to discuss implement-
ing the National e-Vidhan Ap-
plication (NeVA) in the Delhi 
Assembly.

The NeVA team was led by 
Dr. Satya Prakash, Additional 
Secretary and Mission Leader 
(NeVA).

During the meeting, the 
NeVA team provided a com-
prehensive presentation high-
lighting the application’s key 

features.
“E-Vidhan application will 

accelerate the availability and 
management of documents 
and will also help in making 
the proceedings of the Assem-

bly more smooth and modern,” 
Vijender Gupta posted on X.

This initiative aligns with the 
vision of a modern, transpar-
ent, and efficient legislative sys-
tem.Emphasizing the urgency 
of the project, Speaker Vijender 
Gupta directed that the imple-
mentation be completed within 
100 days. “Inspired by the Digi-
tal India vision of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi ji, important 
steps are being taken towards 
making the entire assembly 
paperless through NeVA App. 
The use of digital technology 
will make the working system 
more transparent, efficient 

and environment-friendly,” he 
added.

He reaffirmed the commit-
ment to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s vision of “One India, 
One Application”, advocating 
for digital governance across 
all legislatures to enhance ac-
cessibility and accountability.

“Prime Minister, while em-
phasizing on the digitization of 
Legislative Assemblies across 
the country, had said that all the 
Houses should move towards 
digital transition by adopting 
technological solutions avail-
able in the form of NeVA,” 
Delhi Assembly Speaker said.

Senior AAP leader Satyen-
dar Jain on Friday strongly 
criticised the reported plan 
of the BJP government in 
Delhi to shut down 250 mo-
halla clinics, calling it a move 
that would paralyse the city’s 
healthcare infrastructure.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Jain requested the 
government to increase rath-
er than reduce the number of 
the neighbourhood clinics, 
which were introduced by 
the previous AAP govern-
ment to provide accessible 
primary healthcare to Delhi’s 
residents.

He emphasised that the 
mohalla clinics offer basic 
medical facilities, including 
doctor consultations and 365 
types of free diagnostic tests.

The initiative was designed 
to ensure that people do not 
have to travel long distances 

to hospitals and could in-
stead receive medical care 
close to their homes, Jain 
said.

He also pointed out that 
the total number of mohalla 
clinics currently stands at 
550 and shutting those down 
would be a grave mistake 
that would harm the people 
of Delhi.

“The government should 
be expanding the mohalla 
clinics, not shutting those 
down. 

Union Minister of State for 
Cooperation Krishan Pal 
Gurjar and Rajya Sabha MP 
Dinesh Sharma have modi-
fied the nameplates outside 
their official residences on 
Tughlaq Lane in Delhi, in-
corporating “Swami Vive-
kananda Marg” along with 
the existing name.

The move comes amid 

recent proposals by some 
BJP leaders to rename sev-
eral areas christened after 
Mughal leaders in the na-
tional capital. The modified 
nameplates prominently 
display “Swami Vivekanan-
da Marg” with “Tughlaq 
Lane” inscribed in brackets 
beneath it.

Defending the change, 
Gurjar, an BJP MP from 
Haryana’s Faridabad, said, 
“We have faith in Swami 

Vivekananda, which is why 
we have added his name. 
But we have not removed 
Tughlaq Lane. We have not 
done anything against the 
rules. Vivekananda is an 
inspiration for our youth, 
not Tughlaq.”

When asked if he con-
sidered Sultan Tughlaq an 
aggressor, he responded, 
“Definitely. Whether it is 
Aurangzeb... they were at-
tackers. 

The Delhi cabinet is likely to 
meet on March 8 regarding 
the proposed Mahila Sam-
riddhi Yojana, which would 
provide financial assistance 
worth Rs 2,500 to women re-
siding in the national capital, 
sources said on Friday.

According to sources, the 
government is expected to 
announce the scheme at an 
event tomorrow.

This comes after Aam Aad-
mi Party leader and Delhi 
MLA Gopal Rai criticised 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
on Thursday for not fulfilling 
the promises made prior to 
Assembly elections and urg-
ing the Delhi government to 
implement the financial aid 
scheme of giving Rs 2,500 
per month to the women of 
Delhi, also called the Mahila 
Samriddhi Yojana.

“Before elections, BJP had 

promised, so the people of 
Delhi want the budget to be 
prepared based on that. The 
first guarantee was to give 
women of Delhi Rs 2,500, 
and they had said that by 8th 
March, women would get 
the financial aid in their ac-
counts,” Gopal Rai told ANI.

Addressing Women Power 
for Viksit Bharat 2047 on 
the occasion of International 
Women’s Day celebrations, 
CM Rekha Gupta says, “Our 
nation has progressed in ‘Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao’... We are 

on the third phase - ‘Beti Bad-
hao’ and we all need to work 
on this... Today, symbolism 
does not work, but women 
actually are representatives, 
present the budget, handle 
foreign departments, protect 
the nation, and have made a 
major space in every field for 
themselves...”

Earlier, Delhi Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta said that 
the budget of Delhi will fulfil 
the expectations of people 
and for this purpose, she will 
meet women, families, youth 

and professionals from dif-
ferent sectors.

“We will fulfil all the prom-
ises we have mentioned in 
our manifesto, whether it is 
the scheme for all women or 
a cylinder. Nobody has to re-
mind us that our agenda will 
carry on, not theirs (AAP)” 
CM Gupta said.

Meanwhile, Gupta on Fri-
day said that the government 
will expand the network of 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PM-
BJP) Kendras across the city 
as per the applicable regula-
tions. She made the statement 
while interacting with people 
at her residence.

Speaking to the reporters, 
Gupta said, “The govern-
ment before us did not im-
plement the Pradhan Mantri 
Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pari-
yojana. Maybe because the 
word ‘Pradhan Mantri’ was 
attached to the name of this 
public welfare scheme.”

AAP opposes closure 
of mohalla clinics, calls it 
blow to city’s healthcare

BJP MPs add ‘Vivekananda Marg’ to 
nameplates on Tughlaq Lane

‘Govt likely to announce Mahila 
Samriddhi Yojana today'

CCTV cameras to send SOS by women in Delhi soon

CM plans to expand Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras in Delhi, as per HC guidelines.
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CM: Felt like protagonist of ‘Nayak’ after selection Delhi assembly to go paperless with NeVA app in 100 days

Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta on 
Friday said that the 

government will expand the 
network of Pradhan Mantri 
Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pari-
yojana (PMBJP) Kendras 
across the city as per the 
applicable regulations. She 
made the statement while 
interacting with people at 
her residence.

Speaking to the reporters, 
Gupta said, “The govern-
ment before us did not im-
plement the Pradhan Man-
tri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana. Maybe because 
the word ‘Pradhan Mantri’ 
was attached to the name of 
this public welfare scheme.”

She further asserted, “To-
day, on the occasion of the 
seventh Jan Aushadhi Di-
was, I want to congratulate 
the people of Delhi on the 
decision to open Janausha-
dhi Kendra everywhere the 
rules allow in Delhi... We 
will follow the decision of 
the High Court, which says 
that there should be a Janau-

shadhi Kendra within 500 
meters of every hospital.”

Meanwhile, on Thursday, 
CM Gupta held an interac-
tive session with traders, 
business people, and busi-
ness organizations for their 
suggestions for the upcom-
ing Delhi Budget 2025.

Business representatives 
from across the national 
capital participated in the 

discussion, highlighting key 
issues the business commu-
nity faces.

Speaking to the media, 
CM Gupta acknowledged 
the challenges raised dur-
ing the session and outlined 
the government’s plans to 
resolve them.

“As part of the Viksit Delhi 
Budget 2025-26 consulta-
tion series, we invited repre-

sentatives from all business 
organizations, industrial 
bodies, and people from the 
business community across 
Delhi. Today, I received very 
valuable suggestions from 
them. From what I under-
stood, years of past govern-
ments’ rule have left them 
with pain and suffering. 
They are afflicted--both by 
bureaucracy and imprac-

tical policies. In the name 
of development, there has 
been zero performance,” 
said CM Gupta.

She further emphasized 
infrastructure challenges, 
saying, “Even Today, indus-
trial areas remain neglected. 
Streets, drains, and basic in-
frastructure are still in poor 
condition. The necessary 
updates and improvements 
that should have taken place 
in industrial areas have 
not been done. Even small 
market complexes and 
large commercial hubs like 
Lajpat Nagar face numer-
ous issues, including a lack 
of public toilets and other 
essential facilities.”

She further said the gov-
ernment aims to include 
all sections of society and 
wishes to provide a Budget 
that brings Delhi closer to 
PM Narendra Modi’s vision 
of Viksit Delhi.

Praveen Khandelwal, Na-
tional Secretary General 
of the Confederation of All 
India Traders (CAIT) and 
Member of Parliament, 
lauded the Delhi govern-
ment’s initiative.

'Govt to open Janaushadhi Kendras 
near hospitals,' says CM Gupta
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Atishi writes 
to CM, asks to 
start women aid 
immediately

Gang making 
fake passports 
for gangsters 
busted, 7 held 

A 2011 batch Indian For-
eign Services officer ended 
his life by jumping from the 
fourth floor of a building in 
the Chanakyapuri area here 
on Friday and no foul play 
is suspected, a police officer 
said. According to the police, 
the officer was a director at 
the Overseas Employments 
and Protectorate General of 
Emigrants in the Ministry of 
External Affairs.

Sources said the officer was 
undergoing treatment for de-
pression, and his 70-year-old 
mother was staying with him 
on the first floor of the MEA 
Residential Complex in the 
Chanakyapuri area.

“The deceased has been 
identified as Jitendra Rawat 
(42). He was staying on the 
first floor but went to the 
fourth floor of the building 
and jumped. We have not 
recovered any suicide note 
from the spot,” the officer 
said.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs said one of its of-
ficers, who was working at 
its headquarters in Delhi, 
“passed away” on Friday 
morning but did not reveal 
his name. The ministry said 
it was providing all possible 

assistance to the deceased’s 
family and is in touch with 
the Delhi Police.

Police received a PCR call 
about the incident at 6.20 
am from the security guard 
of the residential complex. 
The officer was taken to a 
hospital, where he was de-
clared dead.

“His wife and children are 
staying in Dehradun. They 
have been informed about 
the incident and the family 
members are on their way 
to Delhi,” said the source, 
adding that the family were 
living in Dehradun because 
his children were studying 
there.

“The officer had no family 
dispute and had been bat-
tling depression since he 
came back from his posting 
in Belgium 10 months ago. 

Rawat has been residing in 
Delhi for 10 months,” a police 
source said.

Besides Belgium, the officer 
also had a posting in Myan-
mar.

A witness said that he was 
outside the complex when he 
heard a noise. “We rushed 
inside the building and saw 
the officer’s body lying on the 
ground,” he said.

The MEA said, “An officer 
of the Ministry of External 
Affairs passed away on the 
morning of March 7 in New 
Delhi.”

“The ministry stands with 
the family in this hour of 
grief and difficulty. Further 
details are not being released 
bearing in mind the need to 
respect the family’s privacy 
in this time of bereavement,” 
the MEA added.

IFS officer jumps 
from 4th floor flat
TDG NETWORK 
New Delhi

ExpaNsiON Of pMBJp KENDRas

n Gupta criticized the past gov-
ernment for not implement-
ing the PMBJP scheme, po-
tentially due to its association 
with the Prime Minister.

n Gupta held a session with 
traders to gather feedback 
for the 2025 Delhi Budget, fo-
cusing on issues like bureau-
cracy and infrastructure.

n Gupta highlighted the ne-
glect of industrial areas and 
the lack of basic amenities in 
places like Lajpat Nagar.

n The government aims to align the budget with PM Modi’s vision of a devel-
oped Delhi.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta inspects the 
quality and availability of the stock of medicines on 
the occasion of 'Jan Aushadhi Diwas', Ashok Vihar 
Jan Aushadhi Kendra in New Delhi.  ANI
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Union Information 
and Technology 
Minister, Ashwini 

Vaishnaw on Friday chal-
lenged the technology gi-
ants such as TCS, Infosys, 
and Wipro to develop an 
operating system for mobile 
phones.

Participating at 32nd ICT 
Business Awards & DQ Dig-
ital Leadership Conclave, 
an event organised by Data-
quest India, “ Union Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw said, 
“From this stage, I would 
like to give this challenge to 
our big tech companies like 
Infosys, TCS and Wipro take 
up this challenge and devel-
op the operating system for 
mobile, develop an operat-
ing system for our country.”

Urging the tech giants to 
develop an operating sys-
tem for mobile phones, he 

further added, “Yes, you 
have been doing very well in 
providing the services, time 
has come when we must 
become a product nation. 
And we will support from 
the government and “

Addressing the event, the 
Union Minister outlined the 
government’s priority to be-
come a prudent nation in the 
area of technology.

He said, “Our Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has giv-

en us that vision, has given 
us that inspiration, and has 
given us that confidence and 
resources to really think 
big. Come up with new so-
lutions. Look at not only 
solving today’s problems 
but also lay the foundation 
for solving future problems. 
Develop technologies, not 
just be a service provider to 
the world, but develop tech-
nologies, develop products, 
and be in that top 5 nations 

which are maybe someday 
like G7 and G20 people will 
start talking of T5. So tech-
nology 5, top 5 technology 
nations, be a part of that. 
That’s the inspiration we 
keep on getting from him.”

The Union Minister spoke 
about the government’s ef-
forts to lead and democra-
tise the landscape of Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI).

He added that five units are 
being constructed, and this 

year the country “should see 
the first made-in-India chip 
rollout.”

Going further, he high-
lighted the launch of the AI 
Compute Portal which will 
be available to researchers, 
startups, and government 
agencies, to access highly 
valued GPUs and high-pow-
ered computing resources 
specifically designed for 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
tasks.

Vaishnaw challenges top tech giants 
to deVelop indigenous Mobile os
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

The solar industry will 
continue to face a demand-
supply mismatch, despite a 
significant surge in cell man-
ufacturing capacity over the 
next two years, according to 
a report by Share India.

The production of solar 
modules is expected to rise 
from 8 gigawatts (GW) to 
50 GW by the financial year 
2027. The report adds that 
the demand-supply mis-
match in the sector is likely 
to widen. Despite the sharp 
rise in cell production, the 
report highlights that the 
demand-supply gap is likely 
to remain wide as incremen-
tal cell capacity additions are 
expected to be concentrated 
toward the latter part of the 
two years.

According to the report, 
a major factor contribut-
ing to this imbalance is the 
introduction of ALMM-II 

regulations in June 2026 
(FY27), which will restrict 
the use of imported cells in 
government projects.

The anticipated changes 
in import regulations due 
to ALMM-II further com-
plicate the situation, as do-
mestic manufacturers will 
struggle to meet govern-
ment project needs without 
the flexibility to rely on im-
ported cells.

This regulation will im-
pact the solar value chain 
by limiting the availability of 
cells for use in government-
backed initiatives, leading to 
a potential supply crunch in 
the domestic market.

While manufacturers are 
rapidly expanding capacity, 

the restrictions on cell im-
ports will significantly affect 
the ability to meet demand 
for solar modules, especially 
in government projects.

The report outlines four 
key concerns of the industry 
over a potential oversupply 
of solar modules and cells.

It says aggressive planned 
production expansions 
could exert downward 
pressure on prices and lead 
to margin compression 
across the value chain but 
the demand-supply gap will 
persist.

The report noted that the 
market is also grappling 
with several additional 
issues, like the surge in 
cell capacity, the potential 
oversupply of modules, the 
impact of import duty cuts 
on cells and PV modules, 
and the threat of tariffs on 
exports to the USA, which 
could create domestic over-
capacity in the short term.

The liquidity situation in 
India’s banking sector is ex-
pected to improve signifi-
cantly by the end of March 
2025, with a shift towards a 
strong surplus, according to 
a research report by Union 
Bank of India.

The report also indicated 
that the overall system li-
quidity is likely to end the 
financial year in neutral to 
surplus territory.

It said “we may potentially 
see a shift in core liquidity 
(ex-government balance) 
towards a strong surplus 
by end-Mar’25 while system 
liquidity is also estimated to 
end the year at neutral to sur-
plus levels”. The report high-
lighted the Reserve Bank of 
India’s (RBI) recent liquidity 
measures, announced on 
March 5, 2025, amounting 
to Rs 1.9 lakh crore. These 
measures exceeded market 
expectations by a significant 
margin, suggesting that the 
central bank is taking proac-
tive steps to ensure adequate 
liquidity in the financial sys-
tem.

The report also added 
that despite the expected 
improvement in liquidity 
by March-end, the banking 
system may face some short-

term challenges.
Seasonal tax outflows, such 

as Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) payments and ad-
vance tax payments, along 
with currency leakage, could 
temporarily tighten liquidity 
conditions.

It said “While in the near 
term, overall banking system 
liquidity may face pressures 
from seasonal tax outflows 
(GST, advance tax etc) along 
with currency leakage, as-
suming FX related outflows 
do not play spoilsport”.

However, assuming that 
foreign exchange-related 
outflows remain under 
control, the overall liquidity 
situation should improve as 
the financial year concludes.

Interestingly, the market 
reaction to the RBI’s liquidity 
measures has been relatively 
subdued. The report attri-
butes this muted response 
to several factors, including 
year-end liquidity pressures, 
an increase in the supply of 
State Development Loans 
(SDLs), and a sharp rise in 
global bond yields.

The global financial land-
scape has also influenced 
market sentiment. The re-
port notes that concerns 
over a slowdown in the U.S. 
economy have been growing, 
particularly due to the poten-
tial impact of trade tariffs.

India’s consumer price in-
flation (CPI) is expected to 
decline to 4.1 per cent for 
February 2025, according 
to a report by the Bank of 
Baroda (BoB).

However, the report cau-
tioned that certain factors 
could keep food prices el-
evated, such as rising global 
edible oil prices, inflationary 
tariff policies, and an antici-
pated hotter summer.

It said “We expect CPI 
to settle at 4.1 per cent in 
Feb’25. However, we com-
pletely do not rule out any 
upside pressure on food 
prices arising from stickier 
edible oil prices globally”.

The BoB Essential Com-
modity Index (BoB ECI), 
which tracks key house-
hold goods, also showed 
a slowdown in February, 
moderating to 2.4 per cent 
year-on-year. This decline 
was driven mainly by fall-
ing prices of vegetables like 
tomatoes and potatoes.

Additionally, inflation 
in pulses remained under 
control due to improved 
supply conditions. A recent 

reduction in milk prices 
further contributed to the 
downward trend in overall 
inflation.

Despite the easing of in-
flation in some categories, 
certain risks persist. Global 
asset price volatility, partic-
ularly in gold and base met-
als, has not yet significantly 
impacted inflation, as en-
ergy prices have remained 
relatively low.

However, tariffs on metals 
could drive up prices in the 
coming months. In Febru-
ary, increased demand led 
to higher prices for metals 
such as copper and zinc.

A major concern high-
lighted in the report is the 
persistence of high edible 
oil prices, which could con-
tinue to push food inflation 
upward. 

Domestic solar industry will 
face supply shortage: Report

Banking liquidity will 
come into strong surplus 
by March end: UBI 

Retail inflation may ease 
to 4.1% in Feb: Report
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SUMMARY

n   iT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw challenged TCS, infosys, and wipro to develop 
a homegrown mobile operating system, urging india to shift from services to 
product innovation.
n   india’s first indigenous chip will roll out this year, with five semiconductor 

units under construction. A new Ai Compute Portal with 14,000 GPUs will 
support startups and researchers.
n   The government aims to position india among the top five global tech na-

tions (T5), focusing on innovation beyond just service delivery.
n   Key priorities include autonomous Ai models, small problem-solving Ai 

models, domestic GPU development, and talent/startup support.



Is 68-year-old Shashi 
Tharoor, who reigns in 
the hearts of the youths, 

rebelling against the Con-
gress these days? I don’t 
think so at all. He is a good 
friend of mine, and I know 
his nature very closely. 
Shashi Tharoor is a highly 
outspoken person who 
never hesitates in speaking 
the truth. His personality is 
so impressive that any po-
litical party would want to 
have him on its side — he is 
popular across party lines. 
Despite this, if he remains 
with Congress, it is because 
of his deep understanding of 
the party’s core principles. 
Speaking the truth can nev-
er be considered a rebellion!

When Shashi Tharoor 
contested for the post of 
Congress president, his aim 
was to attract the youths 
and infuse new energy 
and vigour into the party. 
Many people still believe 
that if Tharoor had become 

the president of the party, 
Congress’ position would 
have been entirely differ-
ent. We are all well aware 
of Tharoor’s multifaceted 
personality — he stands out 
in a crowd. Yet, if he feels 
that the party is not making 
proper use of his abilities 
and that he has been side-
lined after contesting the 
party president’s post, this 
is a great loss for the Con-
gress itself. I have no hesita-
tion in saying that Congress 
currently lacks a leader of 
Tharoor’s stature. He un-
derstands not only the pulse 
of the country but is also not 
aloof to that of the world.

Another remarkable qual-
ity of his is that despite be-
ing so knowledgeable, he 
never imposes his intellect 
on others. His behaviour 
is simple and humble. The 
idea of bringing Shashi 
Tharoor into politics first 
came to Dr Manmohan 
Singh. Since 2009, he has 
been consecutively elected 
as a Member of Parliament 
from Thiruvananthapuram 
on Congress ticket. In Man-
mohan Singh’s cabinet, he 
served as the Minister of 
State for External Affairs 
and later as the Minister of 
State for Human Resource 
Development. Considering 
his capabilities, he should 
have been given a cabinet 
rank, but he never made 

such a demand. What deep-
ly troubled him, however, 
was that a faction within 
Congress was constantly 
targeting Dr Manmohan 
Singh. This sycophantic 
faction could never toler-
ate Shashi Tharoor. He was 
also an active participant in 
Ghulam Nabi Azad’s G-23 
group, where he raised 
critical questions about 
the party leadership. Natu-
rally, this faction remains 
displeased with him even 
today.

About two weeks ago, 
Shashi Tharoor called on 
Rahul Gandhi. He told 
Rahul that he was not be-
ing given the opportunity 
to speak during important 
debates in Parliament and 
that he was continuously 
being overlooked. What 
Rahul Gandhi replied is not 
known, but I have never 
understood how any party 

could ignore a leader like 
Tharoor. With a speaker of 
his calibre, the party could 
make a strong impact. From 
2014 to 2019, Mallikarjun 
Kharge was made the leader 
of the parliamentary party, 
and from 2019 to 2024, Ad-
hir Ranjan Chowdhury was 
given that role — when ac-
tually a powerful orator like 
Shashi Tharoor was pres-
ent in the House! Just recall 
the moment when Tharoor 

stood at Oxford and deliv-
ered a fact-based speech on 
Britain’s exploitation of In-
dia — the entire nation ap-
plauded! That’s because he 
speaks with solid facts.

In the past few years, 
Congress has made many 
internal changes. Recently, 
two new general secretaries 
were appointed, and sev-
eral state in-charges were 
reshuffled. Yet, there was 
neither a place for Tharoor, 
nor was it contemplated. In 
fact, the All India Profes-
sionals’ Congress (AIPC), 
which was entirely his cre-
ation, was taken away from 
him!

Shashi Tharoor praised 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to the US re-
cently, calling it a success. 
He wrote, “Prime Minister 
Modi’s meeting with US 
President Donald Trump 
has resulted in some im-
portant outcomes that are 
beneficial for the people of 
our country. I believe some-
thing positive has been 
achieved, and as an Indian, 

I appreciate it. I have spo-
ken entirely in the national 
interest in this matter.”

Earlier,  he had also 
praised Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan. In one 
of his articles, he commend-
ed Kerala’s leftist govern-
ment, stating that the state 
was well-positioned to lead 
India’s technological and 
industrial transformation.

These statements caused 
outrage within the Con-
gress. Amid this contro-
versy, Tharoor responded, 
saying, “I am with Con-
gress, but if the party does 
not need me, I also have op-
tions.” Tharoor speaks with 
such confidence because of 
his strong grassroot sup-
port. His victory from the 
Thiruvananthapuram par-
liamentary seat, even dur-
ing the Modi wave, proves 
his strong connection with 
the electorate. He wants 
Congress to contest next 
year’s Kerala Assembly 
elections under his leader-
ship to ensure victory. But 
does the party care?

I keep wondering as to 
why the Congress, which 
was once the heartbeat of 
the nation, has not returned 
to power in Tamil Nadu for 
58 years, in West Bengal 
for 48 years, in Kerala for 
41 years, in Uttar Pradesh 
for 36 years, in Bihar for 
35 years, in Gujarat for 30 
years, and in Odisha for 25 
years! In Delhi, the party 
has been wiped out. It is 
out of power in Punjab. In 
Maharashtra, the party 
is in shambles. What has 
happened to the Congress? 
Millions of party workers 
are asking the same ques-
tion. But does the top lead-
ership ever reflect on this? 
Answering this question 
is difficult! For now, pay 
heed to what Shashi Tha-
roor recently posted on X 
(formerly Twitter), “Where 
ignorance is bliss, ’Tis folly 
to be wise.’’

The author is the chairman,  
Editorial Board of Lokmat 
Media and former member of 
Rajya Sabha.

Women are the torchbear-
ers for shaping sustain-
able economic models and 
driving financial inclusion. 
Their participation in fi-
nancial systems not only 
enhances their decision-
making powers but also 
strengthens national econ-
omies. This resonates with 
this year’s International 
Women’s Day which focus-
es on empowering women 
especially young women 
and adolescent girls under 
the broader theme of calls 
for action “For All Women 
and Girls: Rights, Equality 
and Empowerment”. It’s a 
significant year as it marks 
the 30th anniversary of the 
Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action. The 
declaration addresses how 
there can be greater access 
for women over economic 
structures as they are 
mostly underrepresented 
in economic decision-mak-
ing making including the 
formulations of economic 
policies. The declaration 
highlights that women’s 
empowerment and sus-
tainable development of a 
country would be possible 
when there is equal par-
ticipation of women in the 

economic decision-making 
process and they get rec-
ognition for their contribu-
tion to the economic devel-
opment of a country. 

Looking at the scenario 
in India, the Constitution 
of India promotes the eco-
nomic empowerment of 
women. Articles 14 and 15 
which are Fundamental 
Rights ensure the right to 
equality, equal opportuni-
ties, and non-discrimina-
tion and Articles 39(a), 39 
(d), and 42 which are part 
of Directive Principles of 
State Policy direct the State 
to make law and policy to 

adequate means of liveli-
hood, ensure equal pay 
for equal work and, just 
and humane conditions of 
work, and maternity relief. 

Thus,  to strengthen 
women’s capacities and 
drive the nation towards 
holistic economic develop-
ment, the Government of 
India has taken significant 
central policy initiatives. 
There have been various 
initiatives ranging from 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana (PMJDY), Direct 
Benefits Transfer (DBT), 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra 
Yojana (PMMY), Lakhpati 
Didi scheme. 

The recent statistics by 
the Government of India 
on the statistics of PMJDY 
reveal that a total of 54.58 
crore Jan Dhan accounts 
have been opened till 
15.01.2025 of which 30.37 
crore (55.7%) belongs to 
women. This means that a 
significant section of wom-

en are still excluded from 
getting access to bank ac-
counts which hinders their 
financial security and also 
access to social security 
and welfare schemes. In a 
report, SEBI reveals that 
women have 42 percent of 
inactive bank accounts as 
compared to 30 percent 
in the case of men.  The 
PMMY is also a significant 
policy initiative to promote 
financial inclusion and en-
trepreneurship across In-
dia. It has sanctioned loans 
worth 32.36 lakh crore, 
benefiting over 51.41 crore 
loan accounts, Out of the 
total loans sanctioned, 68 
percent belong to women 
entrepreneurs. However, 
the majority of women’s 
accounts are in the Shishu 
category (loan amount 
is 50000/-) which is 79 
percent out of which the 
percentage of sanctioned 
amount is 54 percent. In 
the Kishore category (loan 

is between 50000 to 5 
lakhs) number of accounts 
is 21 percent and the sanc-
tioned amount is 42 per-
cent. There are no women’s 
accounts in the tarun cat-
egory (loan amount is be-
tween 5-10 lakhs). The re-
cent report by NITI AAyog 
in 2025 reveals that more 
women in India are using 
credit and actively moni-
toring their credit scores. 
There has been a growth 
of 27 million women in De-
cember 2024 monitoring 
their credit which means 
that there is a 42 per cent 
increase from the previous 
year. There is a significant 
rise in the share of women 
from the non-metro areas 
which is 48 percent as com-
pared to 30 percent in the 
metro areas. Lakhpati Didi 
Yojana has empowered 1.15 
crore women to achieve 
an annual household in-
come of 1 lakh. A major 
catalyst for empowering 
women is their integration 
into the digital payments 
ecosystem. The report on 
Enabling Digital Payments 
for Women in India reveals 
that as of 2024 only 25 per-
cent of digital payment us-
ers were women and only 
23 percent of women have 
financial literacy. 

As this 2025 women’s day 
is flagging and the Beijing 
Declaration has already 
stated that affirmative ac-
tion should be taken ‘by 
Governments, intergov-
ernmental organizations, 
academic and research in-
stitutions and the private 

sector for developing con-
ceptual and practical meth-
odologies for incorporating 
gender perspectives into all 
aspects of economic policy-
making, including struc-
tural adjustment planning 
and programmes.’ 

The process of women’s 
financial inclusion in India 
is facing lots of challenges 
such as lack of gender-dis-
aggregated data, persistent 
social and cultural barriers, 
lack of exclusive legal and 
institutional mechanisms, 
and so on.

Thus, women’s financial 
inclusion in India needs 
targeted strategies such as 
women-centric financial 
platforms enhancing finan-
cial literacy programmes, 
and simplifying digital pay-
ment methods. Further-
more, utilizing alternative 
credit scoring systems can 
empower women to make 
independent financial deci-
sions. Lastly, it needs to en-
sure the ‘full, effective, and 
meaningful participation’ 
of all women so that no one 
is left behind. 
Gaurika Chugh, Assistant 
Professor, Department of 
Policy and Management Stud-
ies, TERI School of Advanced 
Studies, New Delhi.
Moumita Mandal, Assistant 
Professor, Department of 
Policy and Management Stud-
ies; TERI School of Advanced 
Studies, New Delhi.
Sukanya Das, Professor, De-
partment of Policy and Man-
agement Studies; TERI School 
of Advanced Studies, New 
Delhi.

Calls for action for all women and girls: 
Rights, equality, empowerment

In the age of technological 
revolution, the pervasive use of 
gadgets such as smartphones, 
tablets, laptops, and televi-
sions has become ubiquitous. 
These devices surround us in 
our daily lives, offering a pleth-
ora of advantages, from instant 
communication to endless ac-
cess to information. However, 
alongside these benefits, there 
are serious concerns that arise, 

particularly regarding social interaction and human relation-
ships. The transformation of our communication landscape 
has created a phenomenon that can be aptly described as a 
generation of “digital zombies.”

Among the most pronounced impacts of excessive screen 
usage is the gradual erosion of communication abilities and 
a significant reduction in actual human interaction. The nu-
ances of online communication—while convenient—can-
not replicate the sophistication and subtleties inherent in 
face-to-face conversations, which include non-verbal signals 
like facial expressions, tone of voice, and demeanor. Without 
these essential cues, individuals often struggle to convey their 
thoughts and emotions effectively through mere text or im-
ages. This challenge is particularly pronounced in teenagers, 
who are at a crucial stage of development where learning 
interpersonal skills is vital. As higher screen dependence 
increases, so  does social unease, with many finding them-
selves increasingly uncomfortable in face-to-face interactions.

Empirical observations of daily life provide ample evidence 
of this troubling trend. It is not uncommon to see children 
engrossed in their electronic devices, largely oblivious to 
the conversations happening around them. This behavior 
is not confined to younger generations; adults exhibit similar 
habits. Commuters on public transport are frequently seen 
absorbed in their phones, creating a bubble of isolation de-
spite the physical proximity to others. Public spaces such as 
railway stations, bus stops, and waiting lounges reflect this 
same disconnection from the surrounding world. Even in 
domestic environments, family members often share meals in 
silence, each preoccupied with their own devices. This trend 
extends into the home, where members retreat into different 
rooms, each absorbed in their personal screens. Traditional 
pastimes such as board games and outdoor sports are fading 
into obscurity, replaced by the allure of digital entertainment, 
while genuine conversations have become increasingly rare.

Beyond the confines of the home, the excessive use of screens 
has significantly impacted social participation and community 
engagement. As individuals become more engrossed in their 
devices, their involvement in local events, volunteer activities, 
and social gatherings has diminished. This disengagement 
from societal interaction weakens social bonds and erodes 
the sense of belonging that is essential to community life. 
In the past, social participation was seamlessly integrated 
into daily routines. For instance, shopping trips served not 
only as opportunities for procuring goods but also as mo-
ments for exchanging greetings and sharing experiences 
with others. Religious gatherings, such as bhajan sessions 
in temples, provided a space for both spiritual connection 
and social interaction. In earlier decades, the limited range 
of television programming encouraged outdoor play, which 
was essential for children’s development, allowing them to 
explore, make friends, and build relationships. The landscape 
of social interactions has been dramatically transformed by 
technology. Worship practices have shifted from communal 
gatherings to solitary viewing of services on television, strip-
ping away the intimacy and personal connections that come 
from shared experiences. The rise of OTT platforms, social 
media reels, and video games has further contributed to the 
shift away from real-life interactions toward virtual engage-
ments. This transition has left little room for the simple joys 
of togetherness, as individuals prioritize screen time over 
meaningful face-to-face connections.

Moreover, the correlation between excessive screen use 
and mental health issues is becoming increasingly evident. 
A growing body of empirical evidence indicates that prolonged 
exposure to screens—especially through social media—has 
been linked to higher rates of depression, anxiety, and dimin-
ished self-esteem. The constant barrage of notifications and 
the pressure to remain perpetually connected exacerbate 
these negative emotional states, creating a cycle that prevents 
individuals from engaging with others in the physical realm. 
Despite these challenges, the role of screens in fostering social 
connectivity cannot be entirely dismissed. Technology allows 
for instant communication, enabling relationships to flourish 
even when physical proximity is lacking. 

To combat the adverse effects of screen overuse, it is crucial 
to cultivate awareness of its negative consequences and to 
actively pursue opportunities for interpersonal connection. 
Initiatives aimed at fostering face-to-face communication can 
help restore the essential human connections.  Detaching from 
electronic screens and actively engaging with the immediate 
environment represents a significant step toward restoring 
authentic social interactions. Simple actions, such as initiating 
conversations with neighbors, participating in community 
service, or organizing social gatherings, can help bridge the 
gap created by technology. By prioritizing real-life connec-
tions, individuals can reclaim the joy of shared experiences 
and foster a sense of belonging.

In conclusion, the phenomenon of “digital zombies” under-
scores the importance of recognizing the impact of excessive 
screen usage on communication and social relationships. It 
is essential to remain vigilant about its potential drawbacks. 
By fostering awareness and actively seeking to strengthen 
interpersonal connections, we can enhance our social well-
being and cultivate a more connected and engaged society. 
Embracing the richness of human interaction while navigating 
the digital landscape is key to ensuring that technology serves 
as a tool for connection rather than a barrier to it. 
Captain Indira Vashishta is an Ex-Airline Pilot, Motivational 
Speaker, and Columnist.

ScreenS: Killing Social 
engagement and 
turning uS into ZombieS
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tharoor’S queStion iS genuinely valid
‘Where ignorance is bliss, ’Tis folly to be wise’

Will the Congress 
leadership ever 
introspect on 
why the party is 
out of power in 
major states?
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From 
to Spotlight

ShadowS
For decades, female characters were confined to the 
background—portrayed as submissive wives, sacrificial 
mothers, or mere eye candy. These depictions reinforced 
regressive stereotypes, limiting the representation of women 
to supporting roles in male-driven narratives. However, 
in recent years, female characters have stepped into the 
spotlight, leading powerful, authentic, and complex stories. 

Indian cinema has long 
been a mirror reflecting 
the nation's evolving 

societal norms, cultural val-
ues, and the intricate tapes-
try of its people's lives. Over 
the decades, the portrayal 
of women in Indian films 
has undergone a signifi-
cant transformation—from 
traditional, often restrictive 
roles to more empowered 
and nuanced representa-
tions. This evolution not 
only mirrors the changing 
status of women in society 
but also catalyzes further 
discourse on gender equal-
ity and women's rights.

One of the most recent 
films that has sparked con-
versations about women's 
roles and societal expec-
tations is Mrs, starring 
Sanya Malhotra and di-
rected by Arati Kadav. The 
film delves into the life of a 
young woman who begins 
to question the traditional 
customs imposed upon her, 
particularly the ritual of 
Karwa Chauth—a day when 
married Hindu women fast 
from sunrise to moonrise 
for the well-being and lon-
gevity of their husbands.

Director Arati Kadav has 
openly expressed her res-
ervations about how Bol-
lywood has historically glo-
rified Karwa Chauth, often 
portraying it as the epitome 
of a wife's devotion. In Mrs, 
this ritual becomes a focal 
point for examining the 
broader implications of such 
traditions on women's au-
tonomy. The protagonist's 
journey reflects a growing 
awareness and resistance 
against societal norms that 
have long dictated women's 
behaviours and choices.

Through the narrative, 
Mrs challenges the audience 
to reflect on the relevance 
of age-old customs in con-
temporary society and en-
courages women to make 
choices that align with their 
personal beliefs rather than 
succumbing to societal pres-
sures.

Stereotypical 
portrayal 
of Women in 
commercial cinema
Historically, Indian cinema, 
especially mainstream Bol-
lywood, has been guilty of 
perpetuating stereotypes 

when it comes to female 
characters. Women were 
often confined to roles that 
depicted them as submis-
sive, sacrificial, and exist-
ing primarily to support the 
male protagonists.

the Dutiful Wife and moth-
er: Films like Mother India 
(1957) showcased women as 
the epitome of sacrifice and 
virtue, reinforcing the idea 
that a woman's primary 
role is within the domestic 
sphere.

the Glamorous object: 
In many commercial films, 
women were reduced to 
mere eye candy, with item 
numbers and glamorous ap-
pearances that added little 
to the narrative but catered 
to the male gaze.

the Vamp: Conversely, 
women who defied societal 
norms were often portrayed 
as vamps—characters with 
questionable morals who 
ultimately faced downfall, 
reinforcing the idea that de-
viation from tradition leads 
to negative consequences.

These portrayals not only 
limited the scope of female 
characters but also rein-
forced regressive notions 
about women's roles in so-
ciety.

female rebellion 
in contemporary 
bollyWooD moVieS
In recent years, there has 
been a conscious shift in 
Bollywood to break away 
from these stereotypes, 
with filmmakers exploring 
themes of female rebellion, 
autonomy, and empower-
ment.

Queen (2014): Directed by 
Vikas Bahl, Queen tells the 
story of Rani, a young wom-
an who embarks on a solo 
honeymoon trip to Europe 
after her fiancé calls off their 
wedding. The film beauti-
fully captures her journey 
of self-discovery, indepen-
dence, and empowerment.

pink (2016): This court-
room drama addresses 
issues of consent and vic-
tim-blaming. The film's 

powerful narrative chal-
lenges societal prejudices 
against women who assert 
their autonomy.

lipstick Under my burkha 
(2016): Directed by Alankri-
ta Shrivastava, this film ex-
plores the secret lives of four 
women in a small town as 

they search for freedom and 
fulfillment, defying the con-
servative norms imposed 
upon them.

Dangal (2016): Based on 
a true story, the film show-
cases the journey of two 
sisters who become world-
class wrestlers, challenging 
gender norms in a male-
dominated sport.

These films not only high-
light women's struggles 
against patriarchal struc-

tures but also celebrate their 
resilience and determina-
tion to carve out their own 
identities.

breakinG barrierS
Several films have stood out 
for their authentic portrayal 
of women's voices, offering 

empowering narratives that 
resonate with audiences:

fire (1996): Directed 
by Deepa Mehta, Fire ex-
plores the relationship be-
tween two sisters-in-law 
who find solace and love 
in each other amidst their 
oppressive marriages. The 
film faced significant back-
lash upon its release but is 
now hailed for its bold por-
trayal of female desire and 
autonomy.

kahaani (2012): Featuring 
Vidya Balan as a pregnant 
woman searching for her 
missing husband in Kol-
kata, the film subverts tra-
ditional gender roles and 
showcases a strong female 
lead driving the narrative.

english Vinglish (2012): 

This film tells the story of 
a homemaker who enrolls 
in an English-speaking 
course to stop her husband 
and daughter from mocking 
her lack of English skills. It 
beautifully captures her 
journey toward self-respect 
and confidence.

raazi (2018): Alia Bhatt 
portrays an Indian spy 
married into a Pakistani 
family during the 1971 
Indo-Pak war. The film 
showcases her bravery, 
intelligence, and the per-
sonal sacrifices she makes 
for her country.

These films have played a 
pivotal role in reshaping the 
narrative around women in 
Indian cinema, offering sto-
ries that are both empower-
ing and empathetic.

ShapinG 
narratiVeS
The rise of female filmmak-
ers has been instrumental in 
bringing authentic women's 
stories to the forefront:

Deepa mehta: Known for 
her Elements Trilogy (Fire 
(1996), Earth (1998), Water 
(2005)), Mehta addresses 
themes of gender, sexuality, 
and societal norms, chal-
lenging traditional narra-
tives and offering fresh per-
spectives.

Zoya akhtar: With films 
like Luck By Chance (2009), 
Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara 
(2011), and Gully Boy (2019), 
Akhtar presents complex 
female characters who 
navigate personal and pro-
fessional challenges with 
resilience.

Gauri Shinde: Her directo-
rial ventures, English Ving-
lish (2012) and Dear Zindagi 
(2016), delve into women's 
journeys toward self-dis-
covery and empowerment, 
exploring themes of identity, 
self-worth, and personal 
growth.

Deepa Dhanraj: A distin-
guished Indian documen-
tary filmmaker, writer, and 
researcher whose work 
spans over four decades. 
Her films focus on wom-
en's rights, social justice, 
and grassroots political 
movements.

Vibha bakshi: Known for 
her impactful documen-

taries addressing gender 
rights and social issues, in-
cluding Daughters of Mother 
India (2015) and Son Rise 
(2019).

Nisha Pahuja: A Canadian 
filmmaker of Indian origin 
whose documentary The 
World Before Her (2012) con-
trasts beauty pageants with 
Hindu nationalist women's 
camps, offering a nuanced 
perspective on Indian wom-
en's choices.

Payal Kapadia: Known 
for blending fiction and 
documentary styles, her 
film All We Imagine as Light 
(2024) won the Grand Prix 
at Cannes, highlighting the 
struggles of working-class 
women in Mumbai.

Alia Bhatt: The actress 
has significantly impacted 
Indian cinema with films 
like Gangubai Kathiawadi 
and Darlings, which ad-
dress critical social issues 
and portray resilient female 
protagonists.

the JoUrney 
toWarDS 
empoWerment
The evolution of women's 
portrayal in Indian cinema 
reflects broader societal 
changes and the ongoing 
struggle for gender equal-
ity. While significant prog-
ress has been made, chal-
lenges remain, including 
addressing the gender pay 
gap, combating ageism, and 
ensuring equal opportuni-
ties behind the camera. The 
rise of female filmmakers 
and actors who challenge 
traditional narratives and 
bring diverse stories to the 
forefront is a promising de-
velopment.

As Indian cinema contin-
ues to evolve, it holds the 
potential to be a powerful 
medium for challenging ste-
reotypes, promoting gender 
equality, and celebrating the 
multifaceted experiences 
of women. By embracing 
diverse narratives and em-
powering voices both on 
and off the screen, Indian 
films can continue to in-
spire and drive meaningful 
change in society.

Compiled by Ruchira  
TalapatraThe World Before Her (2012). Director Nisha Pahuja

Darlings (2022). Director: Jasmeet K. Reen

Mrs (2023) Zee 5. Director: Arati Kadav

English Vinglish (2012). Director: Gauri Shinde

Bawandar (2000). Director: Jag Mundhra

Lajja (2001). Director Rajkumar Santoshi
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The Delhi High Court in the 
case Chotiwala Food And 
Hotels Private Limited vs. 
Chotiwala & Ors. observed 
and has granted a perma-
nent injunction in favour of 
Rishikesh-based restaurant 
Chotiwala Food And Hotels 
Private Limited, wherein the 
court restrained three Delhi-
based restaurants from using 
Chotiwala’s name, trademark 
and artistic work.

The plaintiff No.1 i.e., Choti-
wala Food And Hotels Pvt. 
Ltd was established in the 
year 1958 at Rishikesh, Utta-
rakhand and was previously 
named Chotiwala Shudh 
Ghee Bhojanalay and Choti-
wala Bhojanalay.

In 1995, the restaurant was 
renamed as ‘Chotiwala’ and it 
obtained various trademark 

registrations for the Choti-
wala mark.

The said restaurant also 
created artworks for their 
restaurant and has registered 
the copyright for the same. 
The Chotiwala states that it 
deploys real-life mascots at 
the restaurant to attract cus-
tomers and the mascot has 
become an iconic symbol of 
the restaurant. 

It has also been stated be-
fore the court that Chotiwala 
has become distinctive to 
the restaurant and gained 
immense goodwill among 
customers.

Further, it has been stated 
before the court that an un-
interrupted run of the busi-
ness for more than 65 years, 

‘Chotiwala’ has acquired a 
secondary meaning. It stated 
that in FY 2021-2022, the 
plaintiffs’ annual sale was 

over Rs. 2 crore. Before the 
court, Chotiwala submitted 
that it started receiving com-
plaints from their customers 
visiting from New Delhi that 
they ordered from Chotiwa-
la’s Delhi branch but found 
the food to be substandard.

It has been discovered upon 
the enquiry that various res-
taurants were set using its 
name.  It has also been stated 
that the defendant restau-
rants dishonestly incorpo-
rated its name to mislead the 
customers and misappropri-
ate its goodwill.

The court in its earlier or-
der had proceeded ex parte 
against the defendant-res-
taurants and had directed 
Zomato and Magicpin to 
take down the listing of de-
fendant restaurants on their 
platforms.

The bench headed by Jus-

tice Amit Bansal n the case 
noted that the defendant-
restaurants did not file any 
written statementsi.

The court in the case stated 
that the suit filed does not 
merit a trial and thus invoked 
Order VIII Rule 10 CPC, 
which empowers the court to 
pronounce judgment against 
a party if no written state-
ment has been filed within 
the required time. The court 
also noted that Chotiwala has 
been using its trademark and 
artistic work for more than 65 
years and stated that Choti-
wala has proved its goodwill 
and reputation among its 
customers.

Before the court, it has been 
stated that the restaurant has 
gained popularity and the 
word Chotiwala has acquired 
a secondary meaning.

The court stated that, ‘The 

marks and artistic work have 
been used by the plaintiffs for 
promotion of their restau-
rants for more than sixty five 
(65) years and following the 
popularity it has acquired a 
secondary meaning, and the 
word ‘CHOTIWALA’ by de-
fault (in its ordinary sense), 
refers to the restaurant of 
the plaintiffs in Rishikesh, 
Uttarakhand. Therefore, the 
plaintiffs have also been able 
to demonstrate and prove 
their goodwill and reputation 
in respect of the same based 
on the clientele and the sales 
figures placed by them before 
this court.’ Further, the court 
stated that the defendant-
restaurants used Chotiwala’s 
trade mark and artistic work/
copyrights with a clear intent 
to deceive the public and 
falsely claim association with 
the plaintiff.

The Supreme Court Col-
legium has approved the 
appointment of three Addi-
tional Judges as Permanent 
Judges of the High Court.

The Supreme Court Col-
legium in its meeting held 
on March 05, 2025 passed 
a resolution confirming the 
elevation of three Additional 
Judges as Permanent Judges 
of the High Court.
1.Justice Wasim Sadiq Nar-
gal, 
2.Justice Rajesh Sekhri & 
3.Justice Mohammad Yousuf 
Wani.

Justice Wasim 
sadiq Nargal 

Justice Wasim Sadiq Nar-
gal being the first Muslim 
judge from the Jammu re-
gion to serve in the High 
Court of Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh. 

Justice Wasim Sadiq Nar-

gal appointment as an Addi-
tional Judge was notified on 
June 1, 2022, following rec-
ommendations by the High 
Court Collegium in August 
2017 and the Supreme Court 
Collegium in April 2018. Pri-
or to the elevation of Justice 
Wasim Sadiq Nargal, Justice 
Nargal had a distinguished 
career as a senior advocate, 
known for his expertise and 
commitment to justice.
Justice raJesh 
sekhri 

Justice Rajesh Sekhri was 
sworn in as an Additional 
Judge of the High Court on 
July 29, 2024. 

Before the elevation of Jus-

tice Rajesh Sekhri, he served 
with distinction in various 
judicial capacities, demon-
strating profound legal acu-
men and dedication to the 
rule of law.

Justice mohammad 
Yousuf WaNi 

Justice Mohammad Yousuf 
Wani began his legal career 
in 1990 and he was appoint-
ed as Munsiff in December 
1997. 

Justice Mohammad You-
suf Wani was promoted to 
Sub Judge in 2000 and to 
District & Sessions Judge in 
2008. 

Throughout his tenure, 
Justice Wani has held vari-
ous significant positions, in-
cluding Member (Judicial) of 
the J&K Special Tribunal in 
Srinagar. 

Justice Mohammad Yousuf 
Wani elevation to Additional 
Judge of the High Court was 
notified on March 21, 2024.

HC grants permanent injunction in favour of 
Rishikesh-based Chotiwala restaurant over 
trademark infringement, awards Rs 3 lakh damages 

SC Collegium recommends appointment 
of three Additional Judges as Permanent 
Judges of Jammu and Kashmir HC

The Supreme Court in the 
case Anahita Irani v. Burg-
er King observed and has 
stayed the Bombay High 
Court order, wherein the 
court restrained Pune’s icon-
ic Burger King from using 
the trademark ‘Burger King’.

The bench comprising of 
Justice BV Nagarathna and 
Justice Satish Chandra Shar-
ma was hearing the present 
matter.

The bench in the case ob-
served and has passed the 
interim order and has is-
sued notice wherein a special 
leave petition is filed by the 

proprietors of the Pune eat-
ery against the High Court’s 
order.

The present matter relates 
to the trademark dispute be-
tween the United States food 
giant ‘Burger King’ and the 
Pune-based eatery.

In August 2024, the Dis-
trict Court Pune had dis-
missed the trademark in-
fringement suit filed by the 
US ‘Burger King Corpora-
tion’ against Pune’s Burger 
King.

It has been stated before 
the court by the US Com-
pany that it started selling 
burgers under ‘Burger King’ 
name in 1954 and is pres-
ently the second largest fast 
food hamburger company in 
the world employing 30,300 
people across 100 countries, 
filed the suit in 2011, wherein 
seeking a permanent prohib-
itory injunction against the 
use of the trademark ‘Burg-
er King’ by the proprietors 
of the Pune eatery and also 

damages of Rupees 20 lakhs.
On the other hand, the de-

fendant i.e., Anahita Irani 
and Shapoor Irani, propri-
etors of the Pune eatery, 
argued that they had been 
using the trade name since 
1992. The defendants also 
contended before the court 
that the plaintiff has not used 
the trade mark in India for 
nearly 30 years since regis-
tration. The District Court in 
the case observed and finds 
no merit that the Defendants 
i.e., the Pune Burger King are 
prior users of the trademark 
in question in India.

The US Burger King, while 
challenging the order of Dis-

trict Court, appealed to the 
Bombay High Court.

In December 2024, the 
Bombay High Court stayed 
the order of Trial Court and 
has passed a restraint or-
der against the Pune-eatery 
from using the tradename 
“Burger King”. The Supreme 
Court while considering the 
facts and circumstances 
of the case observed and 
has clarified that the High 
Court can continue to hear 
the appeal. The counsel, Sr. 
Counsel Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi and Sr. Counsel K. 
Parameshwar appeared in 
the Supreme Court for Pune 
Burger King.

The Supreme Court Colle-
gium proposed the eleva-
tion of Calcutta High Court 
judge Mr. Justice Joymalya 
Bagchi as a Judge of the Su-
preme Court.

The Supreme Court Col-
legium considered the fact 
that after the the retirement 
of Mr. Justice Altamas Kabir 
on  July 18, 2013 as Chief 
Justice of India, there has 

not been any Chief Justice of 
India from the High Court 
at Calcutta.

Mr. Justice K.V. Viswana-
than will retire on May 25, 
2031.

After the retirement of Mr. 
Justice K.V. Viswanathan, 
Mr. Justice Joymalya Bagchi 
would be in line to assume 
office as the Chief Justice of 
India till his retirement on 
October 02, 2031. 

Mr. Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi would have a tenure of 

more six years before he 
assumes the office of Chief 
Justice of India, CJI.

The Supreme Court Col-
legium has considered the 
fact that at present, the 
bench of the Supreme Court 
is represented by only one 
Judge from the High Court 
at Calcutta. Mr. Justice 
Joymalya Bagchi stands at 
Sl. No. 11 in the combined 
all-India seniority of High 
Court Judges, including 
Chief Justices

The Supreme Court Col-
legium in its meeting held 
on March 06, 2025 recom-
mended the repatriation of 
Justice Atul Sreedharan, 
who is currently serving as 
a Judge of the High Court 
of Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh, to his parent High 
Court in Madhya Pradesh.

Justice Sreedharan was 
initially appointed as a Judge 
of the Madhya Pradesh 

High Court on April 7, 2016.
Justice Sreedharan sought 

a transfer from the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court, citing 
that his elder daughter was 
set to commence her legal 
practice and would be ap-
pearing before the District 
Court and the Indore Bench 
of the High Court in 2023.

Justice Sreedharan re-
quested a transfer in or-
der to avoid any potential 
conflict of interest and to 
uphold the integrity of the 
judiciary.

The Supreme Court ac-
knowledged his concerns 
and has recommended his 
transfer to the Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh High 
Court on March 28, 2023.

Justice Atul Sreedharan 
was born on May 24, 1996. 
He completed his law de-
gree and began his legal 
practice in 1992. Justice Atul 
Sreedharan worked under 
Senior Advocate Gopal Sub-
ramanium before practicing 
independently in Delhi and 
later in Indore. 

The Supreme Court of 
India ruled against a stay 
on the Dharavi redevelop-

ment project awarded to 
the Adani Group, despite 
a challenge by Seclink 
Technologies Corp. The 
court also requested Se-
clink’s confirmation that 

its bid was higher, but 
emphasized adherence to 
all agreed obligations. The 
project aims to transform 
296 acres of Dharavi, a 
densely populated area.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Abbas Ansari Versus 
State Of Uttar Pradesh ob-
served and has granted in-
terim bail to Uttar Pradesh 
MLA Abbas Ansari in a 
criminal case registered 
against him under the Ut-
tar Pradesh Gangsters and 
Anti-Social Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, 1986.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tice N Kotiswar Singh was 
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case ob-
served and has imposed 
stringent bail conditions 
wherein the court granted 
interim relief to Ansari, in-
cluding that he cannot leave 
Uttar Pradesh without prior 
permission of the Special 
Judge, Trial Court.

The bench directed to 
Ansari to stay at his official 

residence in Lucknow and 
if he intends to travel to his 
constituency in Mau, prior 
permission from the Trial 
Court and district police will 
be required.  

The Court has also direct-
ed Ansari to not make any 
public statement in respect 

of the sub-judice cases.
Further, the court asked 

for a status report on the 
progress of the trial.

The counsel, Senior Advo-
cate Kapil Sibal appearing 
for Ansari submitted before 
the court that he has been 
granted bail in other cases. 

The Senior Advocate Kapil 
Sibal stated that the FIR 
raising similar allegations 
against him was quashed 
by the Allahabad High 
Court but the Court granted 
liberty to file another FIR 
if required. Further, Senior 
Advocate Kapil Sibal stated 
that in the present case, the 
witnesses are all police of-
ficers. Thus, it cannot be a 
case where he will threaten 
the witnesses.

On the other hand, the 
counsel, Additional So-
licitor General KM Nataraj, 
appearing for the State, op-
posed the bail petition which 
being on the ground that he 
is a very influential person 
and his influence can go to 
any extent.

In the present matter, the 
special leave petition is filed 
against the order of Alla-
habad High Court wherein 
the court dismissed his bail 

on December 18, 2024.
The High Court in the 

case rejected his bail plea 
on grounds that there is 
evidence that he is part of 
a gang operating at the dis-
trict level, he has criminal 
antecedents against him, 
and there are chances that 
he would tamper with the 
evidence and threaten the 
witnesses.  Prior to the 
said order, Ansari had first 
approached the Supreme 
Court for bail. 

The plea of Ansari was not 
entertained and Ansari was 
directed to approach the 
High Court first.

Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter for fur-
ther consideration after six 
weeks. The counsel, Se-
nior Advocate Kapil Sibal 
appeared for Ansari. The 
counsel, Additional Solicitor 
General KM Nataraj repre-
sented the State.

‘Burger King’ trademark dispute: Supreme Court gives interim 
relief to Pune Burger King, stays High Court’s restraint order

Supreme Court Collegium proposes 
elevation of Calcutta High Court Justice 
Joymala Bagchi as Supreme Court judge; 
in line to be CJI in 2031 

Supreme Court Collegium recommends 
repatriation of Justice Atul Sreedharan 
back to Madhya Pradesh High Court 

SC refuses stay on Adani’s Dharavi 
Slum Redevelopment Project as 
challenged by Dubai’s Seclink

Supreme Court grants interim bail to UP MLA 
Abbas Ansari in Gangsters Act case 

The Supreme Court in 
the case Periyammal 
(Dead Thr. Lrs.) Anr 

Ors Versus Rajamani And 
Anr. observed and has di-
rected all High Courts to 
call for information on all 
pending execution peti-
tions in the district judi-
ciary.

The Supreme Court 
passed the directions 
wherein the court observed 
that the executing Courts 
are taking three to four 
years to pass appropriate 
orders, thereby, frustrating 

the entire decree which is 
in the favour of the decree-
holder.

The court also directed 
the High Courts to issue 
an administrative circular 
asking the trial courts in 
order to ensure that pend-
ing execution petitions are 
decided within six months. 

On failure to do so, the 
Presiding Officer will be 
answerable to the High 
Court on the administra-
tive side.

The bench comprising of 
Justice JB Pardiwala and 
Justice R. Mahadevan was 
hearing the present matter.

The court in its order 

stated that, ‘This court 
direct all the High Courts 
across the country to call 
for the necessary informa-
tion from their respective 
district judiciary as regards 
pendency of the execution 
petitions and once the data 

is collected by each of the 
High Courts, the High 
Courts shall thereafter 
proceed to issue an admin-
istrative order or circular, 
directing their respective 
district judiciary to ensure 
that the execution peti-

tions pending in various 
courts shall be decided and 
disposed of within a period 
of six months without fail 
otherwise the concerned 
presiding officer would 
be answerable to the High 
Court on its administra-
tive side. Once the entire 
data along with the figures 

of pendency and disposal 
thereafter, is collected by all 
the High Courts, the same 
shall be forwarded to the 
Registry of this Court with 
individual reports.’

The bench referred to 
the case of Rahul S Shah 
vs. Jinendra Kumar Gandh, 
wherein the court directed 

that the execution proceed-
ings be completed within 
six months from the date 
of filing. The court also re-
ferred to the case of Bhoj 
Raj Garg v. Goyal Educa-
tion and Welfare Society 
& Ors, wherein the court 
stated that the execution 
petitions are facing inordi-
nate delays.
the court iN its 
JudgemeNt stated
‘Before this matter is close, 

This court firmly believe 
that we should say some-
thing as regards the long 
and inordinate delay at 
the end of the Executing 
Courts across the country 

in deciding execution peti-
tions.’ In the present matter, 
Ayyavoo Udayar had filed 
a civil suit for specific per-
formance against the defen-
dants in 1986 with respect 
to an agreement to sell. The 
petitioner died during the 
pendency, his legal repre-
sentatives continued the 
proceedings. In between, 
many legal proceedings 
took place and the Court 
ultimately decreed the suit.

In 2004, the decree-hold-
er filed a petition to direct 
the defendants to execute 
the sale deed and deliver 
the possession of the prop-
erty.

SUPREME COURT ASKS HIGH COURTS: DIRECT COURTS TO DISPOSE OF EXECUTION 
PETITIONS WITHIN 6 MONTHS, HOlD PRESIDING OFFICER lIAblE ON FAIlURE
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The bench directed to Ansari to stay at 
his official residence in Lucknow and if 
he intends to travel to his constituency 
in Mau, prior permission from the Trial 
Court and district police will be required.  

The present matter relates to the trademark 
dispute between the United States food giant 
‘Burger King’ and the Pune-based eatery.

The court also referred to the case of 
Bhoj Raj Garg v. Goyal Education 
and Welfare Society & Ors, wherein 
the court stated that the execution 
petitions are facing inordinate delays.



The Sri Lankan Navy ar-
rested 14 fishermen from 
the Pamban area for fishing 
across the border and took 
them to the Mannar Naval 
Base for investigation, ac-
cording to the Rameswaram 
Fishermen Association.

The Sri Lankan Navy pa-
trolling the area arrested 
the fishermen belonging to 
Salalanga and the 14 fish-
ermen on board for fishing 
across the border. They have 
been taken to the Mannar 
Naval Base for investigation.

Earlier on February 27, a 
group of 25 Indian fisher-
men who were sent back 
from Sri Lanka arrived at 
the Chennai International 
Airport.

Visuals showed the fish-
ermen arriving at the Chen-
nai Airport. The fishermen 
were arrested by the Sri 
Lankan Navy on charges of 
crossing the International 
Maritime Boundary Line 

(IMBL) and were released 
from prison.

A total of 32 fishermen 
were arrested on February 
23, and their boats were 
seized. On February 23, fish-
ermen in 440 boats went 
to sea from Rameswaram. 
While they were fishing in 
the Palk Bay sea area, Sri 
Lankan marines came to 
the area in a patrol boat. 
They caught 5 boats and 
apprehended 32 fishermen 
claiming that they were fish-
ing across the border.

On February 23, Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister MK 
Stalin expressed concern 
over the increase in the cap-
ture of Indian fishermen by 
the Sri Lankan Navy, urg-
ing the Centre to convene a 
Joint Working Group (JWG) 
to find a permanent solution 
to the issue.

Highlighting the recent ar-
rest of 32 fishermen by Sri 
Lankan authorities, Stalin 
had written to the External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar and said that the JWG 

would ensure the secure 
release of all the arrested 
fishermen and their boats.

The Tamil Nadu CM 
pointed out that arrests of 
fishermen from the state are 
on the rise despite repeated 
requests to the Sri Lankan 
government to prevent 
these arrests. He apprised 
about the arrests of fisher-
men in eight separate inci-
dents in 2025, saying that 
119 fishermen and 16 boats 
have been apprehended by 
the Sri Lankan Navy. 
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Taiwan fends off Chinese cyber attack as 
U.S. indicts Beijing-linked hackers

India urges 
Bangladesh 
interim govt to 
protect Hindus

Sri Lankan Navy arrests 14 Indian 
fishermen from Pamban 

Pakistan inks deal with banks 
to slash power sector debt

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs (MOFA) confirmed yes-
terday that it was targeted 
by hackers from China but 
assured that no data was 
compromised. This follows 
a Wednesday indictment in 
the US of a group of alleged 
Chinese hackers who sup-
posedly aimed at US govern-
ment agencies, MOFA, and 
several other foreign govern-
ments, according to a report 
by Taipei Times.

US federal authorities have 
charged 10 individuals with 
collaborating to illegally ac-
cess data from their targets 
and have imposed sanctions 
on a Chinese tech firm due to 
what they described as a pro-
longed espionage campaign 
that resulted in the theft of 
information both in the US 
and globally, as reported by 
Taipei Times.

As per the Taipei Times, 
eight of the indicted indi-
viduals were employed by 
Anxun Information Tech-
nology, commonly referred 

to as i-Soon, while two were 
affiliated with the Chinese 
Ministry of Public Security.

The indictment, along with 
a separate announcement 
from the Manhattan District 
Attorney’s office, indicated 
that i-Soon is recognized as 
“a significant player in the 
PRC’s [People’s Republic of 
China’s] hacker-for-hire eco-
system,” as cited by Taipei 
Times.

These cyberattacks targeted 
the US Defense Intelligence 
Agency, the US Department 
of Commerce, and the foreign 
ministries of Taiwan, South 
Korea, India, and Indonesia, 
as well as news outlets critical 
of China and the New York 
State Assembly, according to 
the report from Taipei Times.

The ministry stated that it 
has consistently been a tar-
get of Chinese cyberattacks 
due to the sensitive nature of 
its operations. It confirmed 
awareness of these hacking 
attempts and mentioned 
that a comprehensive inves-
tigation had been initiated, 
concluding that none of the 
attempts to breach its system 
were successful, as highlight-
ed by Taipei Times.

According to the Taipei 
Times report, the interna-
tional community holds a 
strong disdain for Chinese 
hacking attempts. The min-
istry added in a statement 
that it recognized the recent 
US indictment as a move to 
bring the accused hackers to 
justice.

Pakistan’s government 
sealed a Rs1.25 trillion loan 
deal with commercial banks 
at under 11% interest, 3-5% 
below past rates, to wipe out 
the power sector’s circular 
debt.

Sources confirmed that 
this cornerstone of a three-
pronged strategy, finalized 
Thursday in the Finance 
Ministry with civil-mili-
tary input, aims to bolster 
the sector’s viability. The 
Pakistan Power Debt plan, 
briefed to the IMF a day 
prior, promises stock elimi-
nation, though flow issues 
linger.

The loan, pegged at 1% 
below the Karachi Inter-
bank Offered Rate (KIBOR) 
around 10.8% outshines 
the 14% on prior bank loans 
and 16% penalties to Inde-
pendent Power Producers 
(IPPs). Logged under the 
Central Power Purchasing 
Agency (CPPA), it sidesteps 
public debt tallies. Of the 
Rs2.4 trillion circular debt, 

Rs1.5 trillion gets settled 
via this Rs1.25 trillion plus 
Rs250 billion in budget 
space. 

Another Rs463 billion 
shrinks through IPP deal 
revisions, and Rs225 billion 
needs no action.

The government is also 
pushing IPPs to waive 

Rs272 billion in interest for 
full upfront payments, fur-
ther slashing costs. Briefed 
to the IMF, the Pakistan 
Power Debt stock drops 
to zero, but annual flow 
capped at Rs11 billion in H1 
FY25 may take 3-4 years to 
halt due to theft, losses, and 
inefficiencies. 
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Israeli soldiers uncov-
ered and destroyed a 
weapons depot and 

multiple improvised labo-
ratories for explosives and 
drone production, the Is-
rael Defense Forces said on 
Thursday.

Troops found approxi-
mately 100 pipe bombs, 
eight larger bombs, and an 
explosives activation sys-
tem. Several buildings used 
for terror infrastructure 
were demolished.

The army launched an 
ongoing counterterror raid 
in the Jenin refugee camp 
on January 19. It has since 
expanded to the Palestin-
ian city Tulkarem and an 
area of Samaria known 
as “the Five Villages.” The 
raids come on the heels of 

the Palestinian Authority’s 
failed crackdown in the Jen-
in refugee camp in January.

Since Hamas’s October 7 
attack, Israeli forces have 
arrested 6,000 wanted Pal-
estinians in counterterror 
operations in Judea and Sa-
maria. Around 40 percent 
were affiliated with Hamas. 

IsraelI Forces DIsmantle Weapons Depot, 
explosIves laboratorIes In tulkarem

AGENCIES
Tel avIv 

AGENCIES
colombo

Agencies
TaIpeI 

Agencies
dhaka

Political activist condemns harassment of 
young traders at Pakistan-China border 

South Korea halts Air Force training after accidental bombing of civilian area

 Political activist and senior 
advocate Zahoor Karim 
has strongly condemned 
the ongoing harassment of 
young traders at the Pak-
istan-China border and 
warned to launch a protest 
movement in the Hunza re-
gion of Pakistan-occupied 
Gilgit Baltistan(PoGB), 
Pamir Times reported.

In a statement, Advocate 
Zahoor highlighted the se-
vere limitations imposed 
on border pass issuance, 
particularly the contro-
versial 5 million transac-
tion requirement, which he 
called unconstitutional, as 

reported by Pamir Times.
Zahoor Karim described 

these conditions as a de-
liberate attempt to create 
unrest among the youth 
and undermine peace in 
the region. The imposi-
tion of unnecessary taxes 
and barriers for legitimate 
trade, he argued, is unfair-
ly affecting the local youth 
who depend on cross-
border commerce for their 
livelihoods, Pamir Times 
reported.

Karim demanded im-
mediate intervention from 
the federal and provincial 
governments, as well as the 
other relevant authorities, 
to revoke the unconstitu-
tional conditions and es-

tablish a sub-office in the 
district to streamline the 
issuance of border passes. 
He also called for the pro-
tection of the youth’s rights 
under international laws.

According to Pamir 
Times, he criticized the 
authorities for focusing on 
harassing legitimate trad-
ers instead of addressing 
illegal activities. Advocate 
Zahoor warned that con-
tinued harassment would 
provoke a strong reaction 
from the local community.

The protest movement, 
according to the lawyer, 
will serve as a powerful re-
minder to authorities that 
the rights of the district’s 
youth must be respected. 

If not addressed, the move-
ment will press the federal 
and provincial govern-
ments to make critical de-
cisions regarding border 
trade and guarantee the 
youth’s legitimate rights 
to participate in it, Pamir 
Times reported.

Advocate Zahoor Karim’s 
call for action highlights 
the growing dissatisfac-
tion among local youth in 
Hunza over unfair border 
trade restrictions. If their 
demands are not met, the 
impending protest move-
ment aims to pressure 
authorities to grant right-
ful access to border trade 
and ensure the protection 
of their economic interests. 

The incident complicates 
the upcoming Freedom 
Shield military exercise 
with the US, raising con-
cerns about operational ca-
pabilities and North Korea’s 
response.

South Korea suspended 
the training flights of air 
force aircraft and all live-fire 
drills following its fighter 
jets’ accidental bombing of 
a civilian area, officials said 

Friday, posing a potential 
setback to its upcoming an-
nual military training with 
the United States.

South Korea has stopped 
their Air Force’s joint live-
firing drills with the Army.
(AP)

On Thursday, two South 
Korean KF-16 fighter jets 
mistakenly released four 
MK-82 bombs each on a ci-
vilian area in Pocheon, a city 
near the tense border with 
North Korea. The bombing, 

which injured nearly 30 
people, two of them seri-
ously, occurred when South 
Korean and U.S. forces were 
engaging in a live-fire drill 
in connection with their 
broader Freedom Shield 
command post exercise set 
to begin Monday.

This year ’s Freedom 
Shield exercise is the al-
lies’ first major joint train-
ing since President Donald 
Trump returned to office 
in January and comes amid 

concerns about North Ko-
rea’s booming military co-
operation with Russia.

South Korea and the U.S. 
announced details of the 
exercises on Thursday, but 
it was overshadowed by the 
news of bombing which 
drew intense public criti-
cism in South Korea.

Both the South Korean 
and U.S. militaries halted 
all live-fire exercises across 
South Korea. Military offi-
cials said that South Korea’s 

air force also stopped the 
flights of its entire aircrafts 
except surveillance planes 
and others needed for emer-
gency situations.

Military officials said the 
Freedom Shield training 
will proceed as scheduled 
and they plan to restart live-
fire and flight training after 
they find the exact cause of 
the bombing and formulate 
preventative steps.

But if they fail to resume 
the paused training by 

Monday when they kick off 
the Freedom Shield exercise 
with the U.S. military, that 
will hurt the workings of 
the early parts of the exer-
cise, observers say.

Lee Illwoo, an expert with 
the Korea Defense Network 
in South Korea, said the 
suspension of flight train-
ing would particularly 
cause “really a big problem 
in examining the two coun-
tries’ operational plans.” He 
said flying warplanes would 

be essential to determining 
their actual capabilities, dis-
cussing the size of reinforce-
ments of U.S. aircraft from 
abroad and modifying the 
allies’ operational plans.

Initial investigations 
found the pilot of one of the 
KF-16s entered wrong coor-
dinates for a bombing site. 
Officials said the pilots of 
two KF-16s had more than 
200-400 hours of flying 
time. Lee said they likely 
piloted KF-16s only two to 

three years.
The South Korean and 

U.S. militaries have already 
begun field exercises in con-
nection with the Freedom 
Shield, and Thursday’s live-
fire drill was one of them. 
Col. Ryan Donald, spokes-
person for the U.S. military 
in South Korea, confirmed 
that American servicemem-
bers were participating in 
Thursday’s live-fire training 
but no U.S. air force aircraft 
was still involved.
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Sharjah showcases its tourist destinations at ITB Berlin 2025

The Emirate of Sharjah, 
represented by the Sharjah 
Commerce and Tourism De-
velopment Authority (SCT-
DA), along with a delegation 
of 19 entities from both the 
public and private sectors, 
is participating in ITB Ber-
lin 2025, the world’s largest 
travel trade event.

The event, held from 
March 4 to 6 at the Berlin 
Exhibition Centre, is under 
the theme “The World of 
Travel Lives Here.” SCTDA 
participation aims to high-
light Sharjah’s unique tour-
ist attractions, solidifying its 
position on the global tour-
ism map.

At the exhibition, Shar-
jah’s distinguished pavilion 
offers visitors an interactive 

journey to explore the emir-
ate’s natural, cultural, and 
recreational destinations, 
including desert, moun-
tainous, and coastal areas, 
heritage sites, and modern 
landmarks. This immersive 
experience showcases the 
exceptional tourism offer-
ings of the emirate.

Khalid Jasim Al Midfa, 
Chairman of the Sharjah 
Commerce and Tourism 
Development Authority, 
emphasised the exhibition’s 
importance in presenting 
Sharjah’s diverse land-
marks, rich culture, and 
advanced infrastructure. 
He highlighted the strong 
historical relations between 
Sharjah and Europe, partic-
ularly Germany, positioning 
the emirate as a prime des-
tination for European and 

German tourists seeking 
unique cultural experi-
ences.

The Sharjah delegation 
includes representatives 
from key government enti-
ties such as the Environ-
ment and Protected Areas 
Authority, Sharjah Inter-
national Airport Authority, 
and Sharjah Museums Au-
thority, alongside private 
sector participants includ-
ing Air Arabia and Sharjah 
National Hotels. The col-
laborative approach reflects 
Sharjah’s commitment to 
developing its tourism and 
travel sectors.

During the event, the 
Sharjah delegation will also 
showcase the emirate’s ef-
forts in sustainable tourism, 
ecotourism, adventure tour-
ism, and cultural tourism, 

which have enhanced Shar-
jah’s position as a regional 
tourism leader. The pavil-
ion emphasises initiatives 
aimed at preserving cultural 
and environmental heritage 
while offering world-class 
tourism experiences.

Sharjah’s participation in 
ITB Berlin 2025 is a signifi-
cant opportunity to attract 
more visitors from Europe 
and beyond. The emirate 
has seen a notable increase 
in German hotel guests, 
with around 13,000 Ger-
man visitors in 2023 and 
expectations for a rise to 
14,000 in 2024. The num-
ber of European tourists 
is also growing, with a 16 
per cent increase in 2024, 
reflecting Sharjah’s grow-
ing appeal to international 
travellers.
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mIlItAry opErAtIoN

nIsraeli forces uncovered and demolished a weapons depot, explosive labs, and 
drone production facilities.

n Raids, initially launched in Jenin on January 19, have expanded to Tulkarem 
and the “Five Villages” area in Samaria.

n Israeli forces have arrested 6,000 wanted Palestinians in Judea and Samaria, 
with 40% linked to Hamas.

Troops found approximately 100 pipe bombs, eight larger bombs, and an 
explosives activation system; several buildings also demolished

The army launched an 
ongoing counterterror 

raid in the Jenin 
refugee camp on 

January 19. It has 
since expanded to 

the Palestinian city 
Tulkarem and an area 
of Samaria known as 

“the Five Villages.

As per the Taipei Times, eight of the 
indicted individuals were employed 
by Anxun Information Technology, 

commonly referred to as i-Soon, while 
two were affiliated with the Chinese 

Ministry of Public Security.

Debt Allocation: Rs683 billion clears Power Holding 
Limited’s pricier KIBOR+2% loans, Rs280 billion goes to 
nuclear plants, Rs220 billion to LNG plants, Rs5 billion to 
state plants, and coal dues get tackled too.
Repayment Plan: Over six years, a Rs2.83/unit consumer 
surcharge—yielding Rs350 billion yearly—covers it. Year 
one’s Rs135 billion interest leaves Rs215 billion for prin-
cipal, though rising KIBOR could squeeze that.
collateral: Rs200 billion in unencumbered Disco land 
backs part of the loan, with Rs683 billion guaranteed 
anew.

Restructure

India on Friday expressed 
concern over the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation 
in Bangladesh, particularly 
with regard to the safety of 
minorities.

In a weekly briefing, MEA 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal emphasised that it 
is the responsibility of the 
interim government of Ban-
gladesh to protect Hindus 
and other minorities, as well 
as their properties and reli-
gious institutions.“We have 
repeatedly underlined that 
it is the responsibility of the 
interim government of Ban-
gladesh to protect the Hin-
dus and other minorities, as 
well as their properties and 
religious institutions,” said 
Jaiswal.Jaiswal noted that 
over 2374 incidents were 
reported between August 
5, 2024, and February 16, 
2025, but the police verified 
only 1254 of them. 



Models present creations by Leonard Paris for the womenswear fall/winter 2025-26 collection as part of Paris fashion 
week.  AGENCIES

fashion
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SpaceX loses 
Starship in test

Russia strikes 
Ukraine’s energy grid 
with missiles, drones

The US Supreme Court has 
rejected the plea of the 26/11 
Mumbai attack accused, 
Tahawwur Rana, seeking 
a stay on his extradition to 
India.

Justice Elena Kagan on 
Thursday (local time) denied 
Rana’s application, request-
ing a stay on his extradition 
to India.

Tahawwur Rana had ap-
proached the United States 
Supreme Court seeking an 
emergency stay on his ex-
tradition to India. In his ap-
plication, Rana argued that 
he would not survive long 
enough to be tried in India 
due to various reasons.

Rana, through an appeal, 
stated, “If a stay is not en-
tered, there will be no review 
at all, and the US courts will 
lose jurisdiction, and the pe-
titioner will soon be dead.”

The accused in the 26/11 
terror attacks claimed that if 
extradited to India, the likeli-

hood is very high that he will 
be subjected to torture as he 
is a Muslim of Pakistani ori-
gin. He stated that because 
of his Muslim religion, his 
Pakistani origin, his status 
as a former member of the 
Pakistani Army, the relation 
of the putative charges to the 
2008 Mumbai attacks, and 
his chronic health condi-
tions, he is even more likely 
to be tortured than otherwise 
would be the case, and that 
torture is very likely to kill 

him in short order.
He cited the Human Rights 

Watch 2023 World Report, 
which documents the BJP-
led government’s systematic 
discrimination and stigmati-
zation of religious minorities, 
particularly Muslims. Rana 
further argued that the Gov-
ernment in India is increas-
ingly autocratic, and there 
are substantial grounds for 
believing that he would be 
in danger of torture if he sur-
rendered to Indian authori-

ties.
In addition to these con-

cerns, Rana highlighted his 
deteriorating health. He suf-
fers from a 3.5 cm abdominal 
aortic aneurysm at immedi-
ate risk of rupture, Parkin-
son’s disease with cognitive 
decline, and a mass sugges-
tive of bladder cancer. He as-
serts that he cannot be sent 
into a “hornet’s nest” where 
he will be targeted due to na-
tional, religious, and cultural 
animosity.

US Supreme Court rejects 26/11 accused 
Rana’s plea for stay on extradition

SpaceX launched the eighth 
test of its Starship rocket on 
Thursday, successfully con-
ducting and completing the 
“catch” of the Super Heavy 
booster. However, the Star-
ship broke apart less than 
ten minutes into the flight, 
New York Post reported.

Engineers from Space X 
said that the 400-foot-tall 
ship, launched from the 
company’s Starbase facility 
near Boca Chica Beach in 
Texas, lost altitude control 
after several engines stopped 
working 20 seconds before 
the end of the ascent burn.

In a post on X, SpaceX 
stated, “During Starship’s as-
cent burn, the vehicle expe-
rienced a rapid unscheduled 
disassembly and contact was 
lost. Our team immediately 
began coordination with 
safety officials to implement 

pre-planned contingency 
responses.” “We will review 
the data from today’s flight 
test to better understand 
root cause. As always, suc-
cess comes from what we 
learn, and today’s flight will 
offer additional lessons to 
improve Starship’s reliabil-
ity,” it added.

During the live stream of 
the flight, nearly 1 million 
viewers witnessed as the 
ship apparently went out of 
control before the cameras 
completely cut out.

Russia attacked Ukrainian 
energy facilities with doz-
ens of missiles and drones 
during the night, officials 
said Friday, hobbling the 
country’s ability to deliver 
heat and light to its citizens 
and to power weapons fac-
tories vital to its defenses.

The overnight barrage- 
which also pounded resi-
dences and wounded at 
least 10 people - came days 
after the U.S. suspended 
military aid and intelligence 
to Ukraine to pressure it 
into accepting a peace deal 
being pushed by the Trump 
administration. 

Without U.S. intelligence, 
Ukraine’s ability to strike 
inside Russia and defend 
itself from bombardment 
is significantly diminished. 
Air-defense systems sup-
plied by the West are cru-
cial for Ukraine, but further 
U.S. help is uncertain under 
President Donald Trump, 

who says he’s determined 
to end the war. European 
Union leaders, mindful 
they may need to shoulder 
more of the burden for arm-
ing Ukraine and strengthen 
their own defenses, agreed 
on a plan Thursday to sig-
nificantly build up their 
military spending.

Ukraine is having a tough 
time on the battlefield. An 
onslaught by Russia’s big-
ger army is straining short-
handed Ukrainian forces at 
places along the 1,000-kilo-
meter (600-mile) front line.

Officials from the U.S. 
and Ukraine will meet in 
Saudi Arabia next week 
to discuss ending the war, 
which began more than 
three years ago when Rus-
sia launched a full-scale 
invasion. On Friday, Presi-
dent Trump said on social 
media he was “strongly 
considering” placing addi-
tional sanctions on Russia 
to force it into peace talks 
with Ukraine.
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Trump delays Tariffs on 
mexico and canada

President Donald 
Trump delayed tar-
iffs on Mexico and 

Canada for a short-term 
period for certain products 
before the “big one” from 
April 2. He said he agreed 
after having “fruitful con-
versations” with Mexico 
President Claudia Shein-
baum while he slammed 
Canada for being a “high 
tariff nation”.

As per an official, the 
modifications in tariffs 
against Canada and Mex-
ico are being brought in 
to “protect American car 
manufacturers and Ameri-
can farmers”.

It was noted that this will 
thus exclude the United 
States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA)-
eligible goods from exist-
ing tariffs. As per CNN, 
the USMCA was negoti-
ated by Trump during his 
first term, which makes 
the three North American 
countries a free trade zone.

Explaining the modifica-
tions, Trump said, “Dur-
ing this interim period, be-
tween now and April 2nd, 

this makes it much more 
favourable for our Ameri-
can car manufacturers.”

Speaking about his con-
versation with the Presi-
dent of Mexico, Claudia 
Sheinbaum, he said, “I 
spoke to the president of 
Mexico, a wonderful wom-
an, today, and we helped 
them out with a problem 
they were having to do 
with the short-term tariffs. 
We had a very good conver-
sation. Also, we discussed 
drugs, and they’ve been 
working much harder late-
ly. We’ve made tremendous 
progress on both.”

Trump also shared the 

details of the conversation 
in a post on Truth Social.

He wrote, “After speak-
ing with President Claudia 
Sheinbaum of Mexico, I 
have agreed that Mexico 
will not be required to pay 
Tariffs on anything that 
falls under the USMCA 
Agreement. This Agree-
ment is until April 2nd. I 
did this as an accommo-
dation, and out of respect 
for, President Sheinbaum. 
Our relationship has been 
a very good one, and we are 
working hard, together, on 
the Border, both in terms 
of stopping Illegal Aliens 
from entering the United 

States and, likewise, stop-
ping Fentanyl. Thank you 
to President Sheinbaum 
for your hard work and 
cooperation!” Speaking 
about tariffs and Canada, 
Trump added, “Those are 
happening next week, and 
the big one will be on April 
2nd. Canada is a high-tariff 
nation. 

 Canada charges us 250 
per cent for our milk prod-
ucts and other products 
and a tremendous tariff on 
lumber and things as such. 
We don’t need their lum-
ber. We have more lumber 
than they do. We don’t need 
Canada’s lumber. 
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He agreed after having “fruitful conversations” with Mexico President Claudia 
Sheinbaum while he slammed Canada for being a “high tariff nation”.

Tariff UncerTainTy
n  The US will exclude USMCA-eligible 

goods from tariffs to support Ameri-
can car manufacturers and farmers, 
with changes effective until April 
2nd.

n  After discussions with Mexican 
President Claudia Sheinbaum, 
Trump agreed to waive tariffs on 
USMCA-covered Mexican goods and 
emphasized cooperation on border 
security and drug control.

n  Trump criticized Canada’s high tar-
iffs on US products and announced 
plans to boost domestic lumber production, reducing reliance on Canadian imports.
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According to the 
Federal Aviation 
Administration, 
flights at several 
Florida airports were 
temporarily grounded 
on Thursday due to 
“space launch debris.” 

This week, Trump initiated 
his campaign of imposing 
higher tariffs on various 
countries (read: a
terror of tariffs). The new 
25 percent tariffs imposed 
by US President Donald 
Trump on imports from
Mexico and Canada have 
come into effect this week, 
coinciding with additional 
duties on Chinese
products. Though the tar-
iffs imposed on Canada and 
Mexico have further been 
paused due to the
market breakdown. How-
ever, this development has 
ignited trade conflicts and 
have the potential to
disrupt approximately USD 
2.2 trillion in annual trade. 
In a speech delivered to Con-
gress, Trump
indicated that further tar-
iffs would be implemented 
on April 2, which would in-
clude &quot;reciprocal
tariffs”, and non-tariff mea-
sures designed to address 

years of trade imbalances. 
His declarations
have instigated a significant 
concern for the Indian gov-
ernment, particularly as 
India and the US engage in 
a cycle of reciprocal tariffs. 
Last month, Trump enact-
ed three executive orders 
aimed at imposing tariffs 
on imports from Canada, 
Mexico, and China, utilizing 
the authority granted by the 
International Emergency 
Economic
Powers Act (IIEPA). The 10 
percent tariffs on all goods 
imported from China be-
came effective on
February 4, 2025. Mean-
while, the tariffs on Canada 
and Mexico were initially 
suspended for 30 days
and now have further been 
suspended due to market 
breakdown. In addition to 
these measures, Trump also 
issued a presidential memo-
randum directing the
formulation of a strategy 

to increase the US tariffs in 
response to the tariffs, tax 
policies, and other
economic practices of for-
eign nations, including ex-
change rate manipulations. 
Also, India is anticipated 
to be affected by these de-
velopments, as Trump has 
announced engaging India 
with reciprocal tariffs. On 
the other hand, Trump has 
intentions to impose a 25 
percent tariff on imports
from the European Union, 
although the specific au-
thority for these tariffs has 
yet to be clarified.
How this terror of increased 
tariffs by the US would dis-
rupt global supply chains, 
prices and
economy? Well, a variety of 

products are now expected 
to experience significant 
transformations as
a result of recent announce-
ments made by Trump. This 
week, he declared that tar-
iffs on external
agricultural goods will com-
mence on April 2, 2025. Ad-
ditionally, he has instructed 
the Commerce
Department to initiate a Sec-
tion 232 national security 
investigation concerning 
timber and related
imports. Also, he has enact-
ed two proclamations aimed 
at broadening the existing 
Section 232 tariffs
on steel and aluminium, 
which will eliminate all cur-
rent exemptions, expand the 
list of affected

derivative products, and in-
crease the aluminium tariff 
rate from 10 percent to 25 
percent, effective
from the second week of 
March. In addition to these 
measures, Trump also in-
tends to implement tariffs 
on automobile imports
starting April 2, 2025, indi-
cating that the rate for autos 
will be approximately 25 
percent. He also
mentioned that tariffs on 
semiconductors and phar-
maceuticals would be set at 
25 percent or higher,
although the specific au-
thority for these tariffs has 
not been disclosed. Notably, 
he is expected to
announce additional tariffs 
on computer chips, semi-
conductors, and pharma-
ceuticals, reinforcing
the anticipated impact 
of these trade policies on 
various sectors. These an-
nouncements have ignited a 
significant debate and elicit-

ed varied reactions globally 
and have also triggered a 
global stock market decline. 
In response, China swiftly 
declared the imposition of 
additional tariffs ranging 
from 10 to 15 percent on 
select imports from the US, 
effective March 2025, along-
side a set of new export re-
strictions targeting specific 
US entities. Subsequently, 
Chinese government has 
also lodged complaints re-
garding the US tariffs with 
the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO). The Chinese 
foreign affairs ministry is-
sued a bold statement, as-
serting, If war is what the 
US wants, be it a tariff war, a 
trade war, or any other type 
of war, we’re prepared to 
fight until the end. Indeed, 
this will take the US-China 
rivalry to the next level. 
On the other hand, Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has openly criti-
cized the tariffs as &quot;a

very dumb thing to do.” He 
further stated that Canada 
would impose tariffs on 
the US goods if Trump’s 
tariffs remained in effect. 
Canada also plans to chal-
lenge the US tariffs under 
the regulations of the WTO 
and the US-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement. Meanwhile, 
Mexican President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum guaranteed 
retaliation, although she 
did not provide specific de-
tails, indicating that Mexico  
response would be an-
nounced soon. In the light 
of elevated tariffs imposed 
by nations including Brazil, 
India, and China, Trump 
has also announced that 
his strategy for implement-
ing reciprocal tariffs would 
take effect on April 2. As a 
result, India is experiencing 
apprehension regarding the 
matter. However, Indian of-
ficials remain optimistic 
about reaching a resolution, 
highlighting ongoing trade 

discussions between India 
and the US. The Indian del-
egation is set to engage in de-
liberations concerning trade 
issues, guided by the joint 
statement that was estab-
lished during the meeting 
between President Trump 
and Prime Minister Modi 
on February 13. Further dis-
cussions are also expected to 
address key trade concerns 
and foster a more balanced 
economic relationship be-
tween the two countries. 
While it is clear that Trump 
is primarily concerned with 
domestic issues within the 
US, it is essential
for him to recognize that 
his decisions must not un-
dermine the stability of 
other countries or the global 
economy. I hope he under-
stands and strives towards 
the Indian principle of Sarve 
Bhavantu Sukhinah.

The author is Professor, School 
of International Studies, JNU

Tariff War igniTed by Trump

World recap
anshu joshi
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Rasha Thadani poses for her social media. (Instagram)

PICtuRe PeRfeCt

I have done a lot of crazy things in my life, and I do not 
regret anything.

—   Nora Fatehi
(Indian Actress)

‘Highway’ back in theatres! Alia Bhatt’s 2014 film re-releases

Alia Bhatt talks ADHD, 
Anxiety Diagnosis 

Fans of Alia Bhatt have a 
reason to celebrate, as her 
2014 film 'Highway' has 
returned to theatres to cel-
ebrate Women's Day.

The film, directed by 
Imtiaz Ali and produced 
by Nadiadwala Grandson 
Entertainment, will run 
in PVR and Inox cinemas 
from March 7 to March 13.

In a press note shared by 
the film's team, producer 
Sajid Nadiadwala said, 
"Highway remains one of 
our most cherished films 
and continues to receive 
immense love even today. 

It's a timeless classic that 
deserves to be revisited, 
featuring outstanding 
performances by Alia 
Bhatt and Randeep Hoo-
da. I'm delighted that this 
Women's Day, audiences 

will have the chance to 
experience this beautiful 
film on the big screen once 
again."

Just a couple of days ago, 
actor Randeep Hooda, 
who played Mahabir 

Bhati (one of the abduc-
tors) in the film also took a 
stroll down memory lane 
and recalled collaborating 
with Imtiaz Ali on High-
way, which also starred 
Alia Bhatt.

Expressing gratitude 
to Imtiaz, Randeep, in a 
press note, shared, "High-
way is such a classic be-
cause it's a journey, and 
that too of love. A pure 
love that is doomed by the 
class divide in our country. 
It's just not acceptable in 
our society. Though Veera, 
being innocent about it, 
wants it, Mahabir, know-
ing the reality, resists, only 
to finally give in and pay 
the price with his life. 

As veteran actor Anupam 
Kher, who is often hailed as 
'Marathon Man,' turned 70 
on March 7, social media was 
filled with wishes from fans 
and Bollywood celebs, how-
ever it was a special post from 
his wife, actress Kirron Kher, 
that truly captured hearts.

On Friday, the actress took 
to her Instagram account to 
share an adorable post while 
expressing her love for her 
"Dearest Darling." The pic-
ture showed the two of them 
sharing a warm and beauti-
ful hug.

"Dearest Darling Anupam 
Kher, wishing you a very 
happy and blessed birth-
day. God bless you with a 
healthy and happy life and 
many more years to follow. 
Years filled with creativity 
and joy. Lots of love," read 
the note in her post.

Anupam Kher has had 
a remarkable journey in 
the film industry. From 
his unforgettable debut in 
'Saaransh' (1984) to his up-
coming directorial venture, 
'Tanvi The Great. 

Actor Shanaya Kapoor has 
given netizens a glimpse of 
the behind-the-scenes of her 
upcoming film, 'Aankhon 
Ki Gustaakhiyan'.

On Friday, Shanaya took 
to Instagram and posted a 
series of pictures from the 
film's set.

In one photo, she wore a 

black jacket and had a big 
smile on her face and can be 
seen posing with the film's 
clapboard.

She is currently in Azer-
baijan for the shoot.

Along with the post, 
Shanaya captioned, "grate-
ful."

Earlier, Shanaya shared 
behind-the-scenes pictures 
from the set, giving fans 
a glimpse of her exciting 

journey as she completed 
the first schedule of her de-
but film.

In one of the photos, 
she posed looking away 
from the camera, while 
another showed her get-
ting her makeup done. 
She also shared a picture 
of a clapboard and a cake 
with the film's name and 
"schedule wrap" written 
on it.
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Alia Bhatt recently spoke 
about her mental health is-
sues, which revealed that 
she was diagnosed with 
ADHD and anxiety. Alia, in 
an interview with Jay Shetty 
on his podcast, mentioned 
that she had been feeling 
physical responses during 
social events, such as her 
body becoming hot, and was 
having issues with concentra-
tion and memory. “I was also 
struggling to concentrate on 
some things. My concentra-
tion was going in and out,” 
she explained. This prompt-
ed her to see a professional, 
and following a three-day 
test, she was diagnosed with 
the two conditions.

Alia said that she had been 
considering herself as an 
‘amazing multi-tasker’ pre-
viously, but the incessant 
switching of things had be-
come overwhelming.”I was 
having a very tough time. 
My body was heating up at 
parties and I was respond-
ing physically to it,” she 
said. She conceded that her 
multitasking skill had led 
to forgetting simple things, 

which made her get tested. 
The diagnosis relieved her, 
as she now had a definitive 
reason for her challenges: 
“It gave me information so 
whenever there’s a lack of 
information is when I get 
most thrown off.”

Since becoming a mother 
to her daughter, Raha, Alia 
needed clarity even more. 
“The necessity of getting 
things in order after being 
a mum because I was like 
I don’t want to forget any-
thing about my daughter,” 
she explained. Alia did not 
take medication despite her 
diagnosis and has been ac-
tively doing things to con-
trol her condition. “I am 
not taking any medication 
or anything although I can 
but I didn’t and I am just 
actively working on it to try 
and get through it. 

TdG NETWORK
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Kirron Kher 
pens birthday 
note for  
husband

Shanaya Kapoor shares BTS pictures from 'Aankhon Ki Gustaakhiyan' set

Actor Radhika Apte 
is set to make her 
directorial debut 

with the action-fantasy film 
Koyta (Sickle), according to 
Variety.

The film is produced 
by Bollywood filmmaker 
Vikramaditya Motwane. 
Motwane has previously 
worked on projects like 
Black Warrant, which 
marked the debut of Ran-
bir Kapoor's cousin Zahan 
Kapoor.

The news was announced 
as part of the CineV-CHD 
Market lineup, which was 
revealed during the Cine-
vesture International Film 
Festival (CIFF), reported 
Variety. This year's lineup 
includes 22 different proj-

ects from both well-known 
and new filmmakers.

According to Variety, 
Koyta will be in Hindi and 
Marathi. The story follows 
a young migrant sugarcane 
cutter who undergoes a 
forced medical procedure 
that gives her superpowers. 
She then uses these powers 
to help free her family from 
debt.

Meanwhile, on the work 
front, the actress will next 
be seen in the period thrill-
er Akka, which also stars 
Keerthy Suresh.

The first look for the series 
was unveiled in February 
at a grand Netflix event in 
Mumbai.

The series is set in the 
1980s in the fictional South 
Indian city of Pernuru, 
where a matriarchal society 
dominates. 

RADHIKA APte to mAKe DIReCtoRIAl DeBut 
witH Action-fAntAsy film 'KoytA'

Bollywood actor Emraan 
Hashmi's latest social media 
post left fans guessing.

The Jannat actor took 
to his Instagram account 
on Friday to share a video 
that appears to be from the 
world of his 2007 cult film 
Awarapan. The clip fea-
tures the song "Toh Phir 
Aao" playing in the back-
ground.

The post has led fans to 
speculate whether Awara-
pan is getting a sequel or 
if the movie is set for a re-
release.

Soon after the actor 
dropped the video fans 
chimed in the comments 
section to express their ex-
citement--some hoping for 
a sequel while others look-

ing forward to watching the 
film again on the big screen.

Emraan Hashmi shared 
the video with the caption 
"Jumma Mubarak" and 
used the hashtag #Awara-
pan, further fueling specu-
lation.

In the video, Hashmi's 
character is seen travel-
ing in a boat in an exotic 
location. He also frees pi-
geons from a cage, just like 

Shriya Saran's character 
did in the film. A dialogue 
from Awarapan can also 
be heard, where Hashmi's 
character talks about his 
desire to sacrifice his life for 
a good cause. 

Awarapan, directed by 
Mohit Suri, was released 
in 2007. The film starred 
Shriya Saran, Mrinalini 
Sharma, and Ashish Vidy-
arthi. 

‘Awarapan’ sequel or a re-release?: Hashmi’s latest post
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Occult and paranormal 
themes often make good 
cinema and there is a large 
audience available for this 
across the world. However, 
the problem with most hor-
ror films is that they often 
turn gory and thereby lose 
the aesthetics of a thriller. But 
then there are many excep-
tions that keep you hooked 
and spellbound throughout. 

Daphne Schmon directed 
film, The Eye, which is one 
such British psychological 
thriller had its India Premier 
a few days back at WENCH 
Film Festival, in Mumbai.

Shruti Hassan and Mark 
Rowley in the lead roles in 
the film, which plays with the 
idea of 'Evil Eye' and popu-
lar beliefs around it. Diana 
(Shruti Hassan) travels to a 
remote island to immerse the 
ashes of her husband Felix 

(Mark Rowley). She learns 
about an ancient ritual of 
'Evil Eye' that is believed to 
cure serious illnesses and can 
bring back her husband in 

lieu of a human sacrifice.
Her grief and pain inten-

sify with supernatural things 
coming into her life and she 
takes you on a roller coaster 
ride of her emotional upheav-
als all through the film. Her 
emotional expressions and 
impeccable acting skills while 
dealing with the supernatu-
ral are well supported by the 
breathtaking natural visuals 
of the landscapes, sea, and 
mountains. With the vase 
of ashes of her husband Di-
ana lands back into the same 
homestay where she'd once 
stayed earlier with her hus-
band Felix. She still cherishes 

the fond memories of love and 
closeness with Felix, when she 
arrives at this family, where 
the Koraki (Linda Marlowe), 
Spiros (Christos Stergioglou), 
and Vivi (Peru Kavalieri) live 
with a little boy. But soon these 
memories start haunting her 
with various experiences that 
she relates to the discovery of 
the 'Evil Eye' ritual.

She relives her days with 
Felix often that are shown 
in related flashbacks with 
her current experiences, 
creating intrigue and sus-
pense that makes you really 
hooked through the movie 
and wanting to expect the 

next moment. And that's the 
beauty of superb storytelling 
that keeps you anxiously en-
gaged in a smooth and awe-
some fashion without giving 
any fearful shock.

When she was offered by 
an occult practitioner to bring 
back Felix if she can kill any 
one person within 3 days of the 
initiation of a ritual, she puts 
the life at risk of three from 
the same family, with whom 
she was staying. She discov-
ers that the little boy who used 
to have seizures and epileptic 
problems had mysteriously 
recovered after her mother 
Vivi got the 'Evil Eye' ritual 

performed for him. In Diana’s 
mind, the boy has gained good 
health at the expense of her 
husband's life.

Diana's anger and anxiety 
for what life had dumped her 
upon, her love and longing 
for the never returning Felix, 
the hope and expectations 
of finding back Felix, and 
dealing with the supernatu-
ral have been meticulously 
expressed by Shruti Hassan.

The Eye has been shot on 
the island of Corfu, where the 
family of the Director Daph-
ne Schmon comes from. The 
shooting locations are beau-
tiful and take you through 

the immersive journey of this 
little island in Greece, cap-
turing its flora and beautiful 
landscapes. James Chegwyn's 
cinematography is simply 
outstanding in many ways 
including the aerial shots, 
interesting camera angles, 
and exemplary wide-angle 
shots. The Eye is a beauti-
ful film that explores human 
emotions like no other, using 
the narrative of the mysteri-
ous supernatural in a very 
classy manner.
Review by: Praveen Nagda, 
Festival Director of KidzCIN-
EMA and CultureCINEMA 
Film Festivals

review: tHe eye  *****
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Raising a strong girl in to-
day’s world goes beyond 
teaching confidence; it’s 
about nurturing her belief in 
herself, resilience in adver-
sity, and the courage to be 
authentic. Strength isn’t just 
about being bold—it’s about 
self-respect, perseverance, 
and emotional intelligence. 
Every girl has the potential 
to be strong, but how she 
perceives herself and the 
world plays a crucial role in 
shaping that strength.

One of the most valuable 
lessons for a girl is self-love. 
Society often places unreal-
istic expectations on girls, 
equating their worth with 
their appearance. This can 
lead to self-doubt and an 
endless quest for perfec-
tion. Encouraging self-love 
means reminding her that 
her value lies in her kind-
ness, intelligence, and 
abilities rather than looks. 
She learns by example, so 
the way role models speak 
about themselves influences 
how she views herself.

A strong girl also knows 
that her voice matters. From 
an early age, she should be 
encouraged to express her 
opinions, set boundaries, 
and stand up for herself. 
Many girls are taught to 
prioritize politeness over 
personal needs, but know-
ing when to say “no” and 
advocate for herself fosters 
lifelong confidence. If she 
feels heard at home, she 
will take that assurance into 
friendships, school, and fu-
ture workplaces.

Perfectionism can hinder 
a girl’s growth. Many girls 
feel pressured to avoid 
mistakes, but true strength 
comes from bravery, not 
perfection. Encouraging 
her to take risks, embrace 
challenges, and learn from 
failures builds resilience. 
Instead of praising intel-
ligence alone, focusing on 
effort and perseverance 
helps her develop a growth 
mindset.

Resilience is a crucial trait 
for navigating life’s chal-
lenges. She should know 
that struggles and setbacks 

do not define her but instead 
strengthen her. Emotional 
strength isn’t about sup-
pressing feelings but man-
aging and understanding 
them. Learning to cope with 
disappointment, rejection, 
and obstacles prepares her 
to handle future challenges 
with grace and confidence.

Surrounding her with 
strong female role models—
whether in science, sports, 
business, or the arts—helps 
her see that there are no lim-
its to what she can achieve. 
Strength comes in many 
forms: a teacher shaping 
minds, a mother nurturing 
her family, or a friend stand-
ing up for others. She should 
understand that being strong 
doesn’t mean being the loud-
est but rather being true to 
herself and her values.

Independence is another 
key component of strength. 
Giving her the freedom to 
make choices, solve prob-
lems, and take responsibil-
ity for her actions builds 
confidence. Small steps to-
ward independence—man-
aging schoolwork, handling 

money, or making personal 
decisions—reinforce her 
belief in herself. Trusting 
her instincts and owning 
her successes and failures 
teach her to handle life’s 
complexities.

Raising strong girls isn’t 
about eliminating fear; it’s 
about teaching them that 
fear doesn’t define them. 
Strength comes from know-
ing they are enough just as 
they are. When a girl grows 
up believing in herself, she 
will face challenges with 
confidence, inspire others, 
and shape the future with 
resilience and courage.

“Teach her to dream with-
out limits, love without fear, 
and walk through the world 
knowing she belongs.”
Damini Grover is an Award-
Winning Counselling Psy-
chologist, Life Coach, Master 
Practitioner of Cognitive Hyp-
notic Psychotherapy, Interna-
tionally Certified Heal Your 
Life Teacher & Coach and the 
Founder of I’M POWERED-
CENTER FOR COUNSEL-
ING & WELL-BEING, Delhi, 
India.

Every year on International 
Women’s Day, brands offer 
discounts on clothing, spas, 
and makeup, commercialis-
ing a day meant to honour 
women’s achievements. This 
year’s theme, Accelerate Ac-
tion, reminds us that true 
change requires urgency, 
accountability, and collec-
tive effort. 

Why We Need to 
Amplify differeNt 
Voices 
Equality is not experienced 
the same way by all women. 
A woman without sight navi-
gates different barriers than 
one fighting for equal pay. A 
trans woman facing violence 
will likely have a different 
experience with the legal 
system than an upper-caste, 
cisgender woman. 

Even where laws exist, cul-
tural biases and inadequate 
infrastructure keep many 
women and girls trapped 
in unsafe environments. If 
we want true progress, we 
must address how gender 
inequality intersects with 
caste, class, disability, and 
sexuality. 

WhAt cAN We 
chANge? 
Change happens through 
legislation and collective 
action. Consider the 1992 
reservation of one-third of 
Panchayat seats for wom-
en. Initially, many women 
were proxies for male fam-
ily members. Over time, 
however, they took charge, 
creating meaningful change. 
The abolition of sati and child 
marriage followed similar 
patterns—resisted at first, 
but ultimately unstoppable. 

Demanding our rights—
whether for bodily autono-
my, protection from gender-
based violence, healthcare 
access, or workplace equi-
ty—must be intersectional. 
Recognising our different 
struggles makes our collec-
tive fight stronger. 

the right to Work: 
BreAkiNg the myth 
of ‘lucky’ WomeN 
Some men claim women 
are “lucky” because they 
don’t have to work. Yet many 
women wish they were al-
lowed to. Those who do often 
face discrimination—denied 
jobs due to potential mater-
nity leave, unsafe working 
hours, or the need for sepa-
rate workplace infrastruc-
ture. These barriers are even 
higher for disabled women, 
whose workplaces are rarely 
designed with accessibility 

in mind. 

Who Needs to Be 
AccouNtABle? 

We all do. India has laws 
protecting women’s rights, 
but they are meaningless 
without enforcement. Insti-
tutions, governments, work-
places, and communities 
must be held accountable. 
We must also protect those 
who challenge inequality. 
Workplace equity, legal ac-
countability, and gender and 
caste sensitisation in educa-
tion are essential. 

from equAlity to 
empoWermeNt 
Equality offers the same op-
portunities to everyone, but 
equity ensures those oppor-
tunities are accessible to all. 
Two women with the same 
salary may experience vastly 
different realities—one may 
have private transport and 
paid childcare, while another 
struggles with overcrowded 
buses and unpaid domestic 
labour. True empowerment 
requires acknowledging and 
addressing these disparities. 

WhAt ABout 
me? AddressiNg 
iNterNAlised 
misogyNy 
We’ve all absorbed patriar-
chal conditioning. Women 
are judged at every life 
stage—whether for not 
marrying, prioritising their 
careers, or seeking indepen-
dence. We also dismiss the 
struggles of trans women, 
Dalit women, and those 
from different economic 
and religious backgrounds, 
assuming they “don’t know 
any better.” 

Change starts with us. 
While we can’t force others 
to shift their views, we can 
challenge perceptions—our 
own and those around us. 

hoW We cAN 
AccelerAte ActioN 
l Question our biases and 

listen when they’re pointed 

out. 
l  Support marginalised 

women—Dalit, Bahujan, 
Adivasi, disabled, trans, and 
economically disadvantaged. 
l Share feminist values—

equality, respect, and con-
sent. 
l  Cooperate instead of 

competing—there’s space for 
all women to succeed. 
l Educate ourselves on the 

struggles of women outside 
our own communities. 
l  Challenge casual sex-

ism—even in that family 
WhatsApp group. 
l  Demand better from 

workplaces, institutions, 
and legal systems. 
l Support grassroots or-

ganisations that empower 
women. 

AccelerAtiNg 
ActioN 
For too long, institutions 

have promised change 
without delivering it. The 
time for waiting is over. We 
must actively shape our fu-
ture—demanding justice, 
representation, and sys-
temic reform. 

Empowerment must be 
rooted in intersectionality 
and justice—not as an after-
thought, but as the founda-
tion of an equitable society. 

We progress together, or 
not at all. 

(And yes, International 
Men’s Day is on 19th No-
vember.)

Note: Author Subuhi Safvi 
is a Trauma and Resilience 
Coach specialising in Inner 
Child Healing. She works with 
survivors of childhood and re-
lationship stress and trauma to 
help them move from survive 
to thrive and live their full po-
tential.

In today’s rapidly evolving 
business world, women 
are emerging as key play-
ers in driving innovation, 
economic growth, and 
workplace transformation. 
From leading multinational 
corporations to launching 
successful startups, women 
are proving that their con-
tribution is not just valu-
able but essential. Despite 
challenges, their participa-
tion in business is reshap-
ing industries and breaking 
traditional barriers.

the ecoNomic 
poWer of WomeN iN 
BusiNess
Women’s involvement in 
business is directly linked 
to economic growth and 
social progress. Accord-
ing to a McKinsey report, 
if women participated in 
the workforce at the same 
rate as men, the global 
GDP could increase by $28 
trillion by 2025. This high-
lights the immense eco-
nomic potential that comes 
with empowering women 
in business.

Mo r e ove r,  r e s e a r ch 
shows that companies with 
gender-diverse leadership 
perform better. A study by 
Harvard Business Review 
found that businesses with 
more women in executive 
roles have higher profit-
ability and better innova-

tion. This is because women 
bring diverse perspectives, 
problem-solving abilities, 
and emotional intelligence 
to leadership positions, 
leading to improved deci-
sion-making.

WomeN As 
eNtrepreNeurs: 
driViNg iNNoVAtioN
Women entrepreneurs are 
playing a crucial role in 
shaping the startup eco-
system. In India alone, 
the number of women-led 
startups has grown signifi-
cantly in the past decade. 
Initiatives like ‘Beti Bachao, 
Beti Padhao’, ‘Mudra Yoja-
na’, and startup incubation 
programs specifically for 
women have encouraged 
female entrepreneurship.

A great example is Fal-
guni Nayar, the founder 
of Nykaa, who built a 
billion-dollar beauty em-
pire. Similarly, Vandana 
Luthra’s VLCC and Kiran 
Mazumdar-Shaw’s Biocon 
have revolutionized their 
respective industries. These 
success stories prove that 
when given the right oppor-
tunities, women can create 
successful enterprises that 
contribute to the economy.

WomeN iN 
leAdership: 
creAtiNg iNclusiVe 
WorkplAces
Women in leadership posi-
tions foster inclusive and 

empathetic workplace 
cultures. Studies suggest 
that organizations led by 
women prioritize employee 
well-being, work-life bal-
ance, and ethical business 
practices. This not only im-
proves job satisfaction but 
also enhances overall pro-
ductivity.

Additionally, women 
leaders advocate for gender 
equality, mentorship pro-
grams, and diversity in hir-
ing, creating opportunities 
for other aspiring women 
professionals. They play 
a crucial role in breaking 
stereotypes and inspiring 
future generations.

chAlleNges WomeN 
fAce iN BusiNess
Despite their potential, 
women in business face nu-
merous obstacles:

Gender Bias & Stereo-
types – Many industries 
still see leadership as a 
male-dominated space.

Limited Access to Fund-
ing – Women-led startups 
receive significantly less 
venture capital funding 
than their male counter-
parts.

Work-Life Balance Strug-
gles – Societal expectations 
often place the burden of 
family responsibilities on 
women, making career pro-
gression difficult.

However, with supportive 
policies, mentorship, and 
corporate inclusivity, these 

challenges can be over-
come.

the WAy forWArd: 
eNcourAgiNg 
WomeN’s 
pArticipAtioN
To increase women’s par-
ticipation in business, orga-
nizations and governments 
must take proactive steps:

Promoting Equal Pay & 
Opportunities – Ensuring 
fair wages and leadership 
roles for women.

Encouraging Female En-
trepreneurship – Providing 
financial support, mentor-
ship, and training.

Flexible Work Policies – 
Implementing remote work 
and parental leave policies 
to support work-life bal-
ance.

Education & Skill De-
velopment – Investing in 
women’s education and 
leadership programs.

Women’s participation in 
business is not just about 
equality; it is about eco-
nomic growth, innovation, 
and a better future. The 
more women are included 
in business and leader-
ship, the more dynamic 
and prosperous industries 
will become. By breaking 
barriers and creating op-
portunities, we can ensure 
that women continue to be 
game changers in the cor-
porate world.

Govind Bhadu, Business Coach

Raising Strong Girls: Nurturing confidence, 
courage, and resilience

Accelerating action: Moving forward together

The economic power of women in business

By dAmiNi groVer

By suBuhi sAfVi

goViNd BhAdu
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Skincare is a power-
ful form of self-love. 
This Women’s Day, 

prioritize your skin health 
as an essential part of your 
well-being. With advance-
ments in dermatology, 
achieving a glowing com-
plexion is easier than ever.

A strong skin barrier 
protects against pollution 
and bacteria. Dr. Biswas 
recommends microbiome-
friendly skincare with 
prebiotics and postbiotics 
to maintain balance. In-
stead of harsh cleansers, 
opt for sulfate-free formu-
las and double cleansing 
to preserve natural oils. 
Trending ingredients like 
fermented rice water and 
kombucha enhance bar-
rier function and provide 
antioxidants.

Hydration is key to 
youthful skin. Choose 
moisturizers with ce-
ramides, peptides, and 
niacinamide to strengthen 
the skin. Dry skin ben-
efits from thick creams 
with squalane, while oily 
skin thrives on gel-based 
formulas. “Slugging,” ap-
plying an occlusive mois-
turizer overnight, locks 
in hydration for intense 
nourishment.

Sunscreen is essential for 
anti-aging. Hybrid formu-
las now combine mineral 

and chemical filters for 
broad-spectrum protec-

tion. Tinted sunscreens 
with iron oxides shield 

against blue light, while 
DNA-repair enzymes help 
reverse sun damage. Reap-
plying sunscreen every 
two hours ensures lasting 
protection.

Hydration from within 
is equally important. Elec-
trolytes like magnesium 
and potassium maintain 
skin moisture, while IV 
therapy with Glutathione 
and Vitamin C promotes 
radiance. However, medi-
cal supervision is crucial 
for IV treatments.

A skin-friendly diet en-
hances long-term health. 
Vitamin C-rich foods boost 
collagen, while vitamin E 
and omega-3 fatty acids 
protect and hydrate. Pro-
biotic-rich foods improve 
gut health, reducing acne 
and inflammation.

Mindful self-care en-
hances skin health. Facial 
massages improve circu-
lation, and prioritizing 7-9 
hours of sleep supports 
skin regeneration.

This Women’s Day, em-
brace skincare as an act 
of self-love. By making in-
formed choices and nour-
ishing yourself inside out, 
you can achieve radiant, 
healthy skin—because 
true beauty starts with 
self-care.

By- Dr. Tanushree Biswas, 
Dermatologist and Medical 
Advisor at Kaya Limited

dr. tANushree BisWAs

‘Celebrate Women’s Day With 
self-love anD Care: essential 

skin Care tips to shine’

Empowering women in business is not just about equality; 
it is a necessity for a thriving global economy!

  Women empowerment is not just about 
policies—it’s about action. While numerous 
initiatives support women’s entrepreneurship, 
financial independence, and menstrual hygiene, the 
harsh reality is that crimes against women remain 
alarmingly high. This stark contrast highlights the 
urgent need to accelerate our efforts. Self-help groups 
(SHGs) and Anganwadis have shown the power of 
collective strength in transforming women’s lives. 
Yet, progress remains slow. Why are we still lagging 
in women-centered development? If we truly believe 
in empowerment, we must act now—ensuring safety, 
dignity, and equal opportunities for every woman. 
This Women’s Day, let’s move beyond 
discussions and take real action. Strengthening 
grassroots movements, ensuring access to 
education, and building safe spaces are not just 
goals—they are necessities. Women are ready 
to lead, innovate, and thrive. The question 
is—are we ready to support them?”

— Ms Prachi Kaushik, Founder & 
Director, Vyomini Social Enterprise

Boss Ladies: Breaking barriers – Women 
entrepreneurs redefining the game 

On International Women’s Day, let us celebrate women changing the 
landscapes across the sectors. 

They believed leadership was not for women, but Rati Misra proved a little differently. With over two 
decades of experience advocating for disability rights and gender equity, she turns words into actions. 
As an Executive Director at Milaan, she empowers young girls to rewrite their destinies while also 
promoting gender equity and community development. A strategic brand management and corporate 
communication expert who creates effective campaigns that help organizations accomplish their goals. 
Rati isn’t simply knocking down boundaries; she’s creating a society in which every female belongs.

When they asserted that fighting for justice isn’t a woman’s job, Noopur Singhal disagreed. As 
Chairperson of POSH New Delhi District, she is a strong champion for women and children, breaking down 
barriers of silence and fear. Through her outspoken activism, she demonstrates that protection is a right, 
not an asset. She challenges old standards to make workplaces and communities safer. With each case 
she wins, she reshapes the way things work. Noopur is more than simply an advocate; she’s a force for 
change.

When they said that technology isn’t for women. Tanvi Jain smiled. She is the Co-founder & Chief 
Experience Officer of Zeko AI, providing enterprise-grade AI agents to automate mid- to high-value 
hiring. She is a strong advocate for equal opportunities for women in the workplace, ensuring they have 
access to the same career growth and leadership paths. As a leader in AI and tech, she actively inspires 
and empowers more women to embrace AI-driven innovation and entrepreneurship, shaping the future of 
work.

Finance was traditionally a male-dominated field when Charu Pahuja entered the scene. She has 23 years 
of experience in banking and finance. In Wise Finserv, where she drives innovation and expertise. She 
combines AI and financial planning to make smart investment accessible. Her leadership is altering the 
sector, creating opportunities for women in finance. She isn’t merely handling money; she’s transforming 
the industry.

Astrology was once considered a myth and not a full-time profession, but Dr. Rashi Gupta Virmani 
transformed it into a renowned science at the mere age of 20 when she started. She is changing people’s 
lives and challenging biases via her passion and expertise. Dr. Virmani has inspired others by proving 
that with self-confidence and drive, one can achieve great things. She has taught endless young women, 
showing that instinct and brilliance go hand in hand. Her work encourages trust in one’s goal regardless 
of hurdles and demonstrates that intuition, knowledge, and perseverance may exist together. Dr. Rashi 
isn’t just reading the stars; she’s glowing the path forward.



Technology draws me into 
a world of unending, detail 
complexity and speed. When 
I know who I am, I am able 
to interact with technology 
without losing myself. 
Reflective moments alone 
in nature, or in a quiet corner 
at home, give me the chance 
to separate from technology 
and remember who I am. I 
am the one who USES the 
technology. I am the one who 
observes the impact of speed 
on my thinking process. I am 
also the one who can slow 
down at will and be still. 
Today let me remember who 
I am.

A thought 
for todAy

Medical science has 
shown that our emotional 
state plays a huge role in 
determining our physi-
cal well-being. How we 
think can either heal us 
or harm us. This explains 
why worry, anxiety, pain, 
or fear about an existing 
illness only aggravates 
the condition and can, in 
some cases, worsen the 
illness. When physical 
health is compromised, 
it causes great distress, 
sending the mind into 
overdrive and loss of 
equilibrium. 

However, the power of 
the mind can bring about 

quite dramatic changes by 
creating positive thoughts 
of healing the body, in-
stead of those of anxiety 
and fear. Affirmations 
can radiate healing en-
ergy and speed up recov-
ery with thoughts such as 
– “Every day I am feeling 
better and better.” “Ev-
erything is perfect, my life 
is beautiful, my body and 
mind are at ease”. Prac-
tising affirmations like 
these, full of positive wis-
dom and strength, sends 
positive energy to the 
body. Worrying is a nega-
tive energy that attracts 
equally negative reper-
cussions for our health, 
relationships, roles, and 
wealth. Worrying about 
negative future scenarios 
triggers fears that can af-
fect our physical health, 
even before anything 
happens – more often 
than not, it never does. 

Every illness and nega-
tive situation seems huge 
at first, but as we move 
forward and begin to deal 
with the situation, the 

more positive we can be, 
the quicker is the possibil-
ity of healing and finding 
solutions. No situation 

is permanent. Practical 
experience says that af-
ter some time, situations 
seem smaller. Knowing 

this, determination and 
patience help us to think 
more clearly to bring 
about a resolution.

Although illness is often 
debilitating, sometimes 
there is a hidden benefit. 
Maybe we have a chance 

to rest from stressful 
life matters, maybe time 
alone and resting show 
us ways forward we had 
never thought of, maybe 
we discover virtues and 
strength we never knew 
we possessed. Negative 
situations often make us 
more powerful and wis-
er.  They make us think 
differently and take us 
on new paths to success, 
which we would have 
never found if the situa-
tion had not arisen.

Health does not come 
from nutritious foods, 
vitamins, and medicines 
alone. It comes from 
peace of mind; peace in 
the heart and peace in the 
soul. It is magnified by 
laughter, love, and faith 
in God. Practising medi-
tation daily provides a 
strong foundation for 
deep peace and content-
ment. 

Chirya Risely is a Rajyoga 
meditation teacher based at 
the Brahma Kumaris Peace 
Village Retreat Center, USA

The secret of a full life

ChiryA risely

“Time has no independent ex-
istence apart from the order of 
events by which we measure it.”

- Leibniz

The idea of time has 
occupied the minds 
of philosophers for 

centuries. We believe time 
is an entity in itself, because 
we look at our wristwatch or 
our clock and it apparently 
tells us ‘what time it is’. But 
wait, the train does not ar-
rive at the station at 7 pm – it 
arrives at the same moment 
the little hand reaches 7. So, 
time is simply an attempt to 
measure the space between 
two events, in this case leav-
ing and arriving. That is the 

only time we use our watches 
and clocks, to measure these 
spaces, but only in the physi-
cal world. It does not work 
when in the realm of con-
sciousness. 

The reason for this is that 
no one knows what you, or 
anyone else, is thinking – 
thinking takes place in the 
consciousness. The space 
between one thought and 
another cannot be measured. 
Only one person is creating 
that event, that thought, and 
the next, and so there is no 
point in measuring them. So, 
there is no time in conscious-
ness. There is time in the 
world, time is the measure-
ment we agree upon, using 
our clocks and watches, but 
not in consciousness.

So, in the world, time man-
agement is really event man-
agement. Event management 
is response management, 
because we have to create 
a response to an event. Re-
sponse management is self-
management, because what 
we are doing is managing the 
self. That means that self-
management is intention 
and attention management. 

Intention sits behind ev-
erything we think, decide, 
and even our feelings. This 
requires some kind of at-
tention in order to manage 
it. Time management is, 
therefore, attention man-
agement. People who at-
tend time management 
seminars are people who 
are pretty miserable. They 
want someone to tell them 
what to do next or first, what 
to prioritise. In fact, it is up to 
them to decide what to give 
their attention to next. They 
would do that quite happily 
IF they ‘enjoyed’ what they 
were doing. We naturally 
give attention to what brings 
us joy, what we enjoy. That 
is the principle of creativity. 
All that is required is clarity 
of mind. Clarity only comes 
when there is joy in what we 
do. If, however, we become 
time conscious, e.g. deadline 
conscious, and therefore 
believe we might run out of 
time, then fear and panic - in 
other words, stress - are al-
ways just around the corner.

There are three Illusions 
about time.
1. Hurry, time is running 

out!
2. If you do it faster, we can 

save time!
3. If we do it later, there will 

be more time!
In reality, there is only now, 

the present. We spend ‘time’ 
thinking about the past or 
the future which are total il-
lusions. The past is past – it 
is over, it happened. Yet, we 
spend time in remembering, 
in nostalgia. Some of us are 
deeply attached to the past. 
What we do not realise is 
that we are making the past 
the present. This is a waste 
of energy. When we think 
about the future, it is sim-
ply speculation. It is also a 
waste of energy and an il-
lusion because the future 
can never be real. I can only 
live in ‘the now’ when I am 
free from the regrets of the 
past and the worries of the 
future. This is a challenge 
for most, because our habits 
are conditioned by past and 
future. When things get too 
challenging in the present, 
we try to escape into the 
past or the future. Time is 
our master through the day. 
When some do not have the 

consciousness of time – they 
seem more relaxed, together 
and joyful. They do not ob-
sess about ‘time’ factors – 
their lives are not ruled by 
the devices that measure 
time. 

Having our spiritual lives 
run by physical time ma-
chines is a common illusion 
that can lead us to generate 
much stress. Perhaps the 
best way to dissolve the il-
lusion is the cultivation of 
an awareness of our inner 
reality. And that is only pos-
sible by the raising of one’s 
consciousness through 
meditation and contempla-
tion, as many have shown us. 
Only then is it possible to put 
the watch, the clock, and all 
those ‘digital’ measures in 
their place. Only then can 
we know how to live a truly 
timeless life. Perhaps this is 
why being fully present is 
also rare.

Mike George is an author of 16 
books on self-awareness, spiri-
tual intelligence, and personal 
‘undevelopment’. To subscribe 
to Clear Thinking, go to www.
relax7.com.

The illusion of Time

In the epic Mahabharata, 
non-violence has been de-
clared the highest duty of 
an individual. However, in 
real life, most people think 
that it is not feasible to be 
completely non-violent. Is 
it so? 

When we decide to be 
non-violent in every situ-
ation, it influences our 
behaviour. Someone who 
wishes to be non-violent 
will not do anything that 
may get him into a situation 
that involves violence, be it 
emotional, verbal or, in an 
extreme case, physical vio-
lence. Such a person is like-
ly to be affable, humble, and 
tolerant. When someone’s 
behaviour is informed by 
the above qualities, they are 
unlikely to offend or hurt 

anyone, or trigger feelings 
in others that may cause 
them to be aggressive. The 
result would be harmoni-
ous relations in which there 
is no probability of violence 
of any kind. 

On the other hand, if 
someone believes that they 
might need to use force 
in certain situations, and 
therefore carries a weapon, 
they may feel emboldened 
to act aggressively at times. 
Such behaviour is obvi-
ously not going to win them 
friends, and will only feed 
their insecurity and aggres-
sion.

It can be argued that even 
if we are nice to everyone, 
someone may try to harm 
us due to a vested interest 
or evil intentions. Being 
good, they say, is no guar-
antee of having good done 
to the self.

It is here that subtle forces 
come into play. A person 
who has removed violence 
from his feelings, thoughts, 
words, and deeds would be 
naturally peaceful. Subtle 
vibrations of peace ema-
nate from such persons 
and influence those around 
them. The proof of this 
phenomenon can be found 

in places of worship. The 
inside of a temple, mosque, 
or church is an oasis of 
calm even in a bustling city 
area. The vibrations there 
soothe the mind, provid-
ing respite from the hustle 
outside. The atmosphere in 
these places is such because 
the people who visit them 
create positive or peaceful 
thoughts while they are 
there. Our thoughts create 

the atmosphere around us. 
That is why we can sense 
tension in the air in places 
where people tend to be 
stressed, irritated, or frus-
trated – as in workplaces.

When we interact with 
others, it is the subtle en-
ergy we radiate that has the 
biggest influence on how 
they respond to us. Ever 
wondered why our sweet 
words and smiles fail to 

convince those for whom 
we have not very good feel-
ings? They are catching our 
negative vibrations.

A calm person carries 
an aura of peace around 
him. This influences even 
those who may have nega-
tive feelings for them. The 
subtle energy of vibrations 
influences all creatures, 
and even the elements of 
nature. This fact is illus-

trated by the life stories 
of holy men and women, 
which describe how would-
be assassins had a change 
of heart when they came 
near them; how wild ani-
mals showed no aggression 
towards them; and how the 
elements of nature came to 
their aid. The message from 
these stories is that one who 
has quietened his or her 
mind and intellect can calm 

down those with violent in-
tentions. 

Here one needs to men-
tion the inviolable law of 
karma. Sometimes, vio-
lence suffered by us may 

be a result of our karmic 
accounts, whether of the 
present life or earlier ones. 
But even in such a case a 
violent reaction would only 
add to our karmic burden. 
If we understand this fact 
and respond calmly, our 
karmic burden would soon 
be finished and the violent 
situation will subside.

The subtle energy of 
peace works on a larger 
scale too, in societies and 
nations. Communities that 
are peaceable see less vio-

lent incidents than those 
where aggression is glori-
fied. Ultimately, friendship 
and non-violence, coupled 
with strength, are the best 
sources of security. Ma-

hatma Gandhi said that 
non-violence is the great-
est force at the disposal of 
mankind. It is mightier 
than the mightiest weapon 
of destruction devised by 
the ingenuity of man. If ev-
eryone understood as well 
as Gandhi how the power 
of non-violence works, the 
world would be a better 
place.
B.K. Dr. Savita is a Rajyoga 
teacher at the Brahma Ku-
maris headquarters in Abu 
Road, Rajasthan.

The power of non-violence

B.K. dr. sAvitA

MiKe george

When we raise the quality of our consciousness, we can be fully in the present and live a life 
unfettered by time machines.

The inside of a temple, mosque, or church 
is an oasis of calm even in a bustling 

city area. The vibrations there soothe 
the mind, providing respite from the 

hustle outside. The atmosphere in these 
places is such because the people who 
visit them create positive or peaceful 

thoughts while they are there.

Daily practice of meditation provides a strong foundation for peace, contentment, and good health.

Friendship and non-violence, coupled with strength, are the best sources of security.
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Riding on his superb 
performance in the ODI 
series against England 
last month, ace India top-
order batter Shubman Gill 
has been nominated along 
with Australia’s Steve 
Smith and New Zealand’s 
Glenn Phillips for the ICC 
‘Player of the Month’ for 
February. Gill, who is cur-
rently in Dubai with the 
Indian team for the ongo-
ing Champions Trophy, 
scored 406 runs, averag-
ing 101.50 at a strike-rate 
of 94.19 in the five ODIs 
that he had played in Feb-
ruary. Gill hit a purple 
patch in the three-match 

series against England, 
scoring 87 (in Nagpur), 

60 (in Cuttack), and 112 
(in Ahmedabad) as he was 

adjudged the ‘Player of the 
Series’ in the hosts’ 3-0 
clean sweep.

Gill then went on to score 
an unbeaten 101 against 
Bangladesh in the Cham-
pions Trophy, followed 
by a valuable 46 against 
Pakistan as India secured 
a place in the semifinals of 
the ICC’s showpiece event.

Australia skipper for 
the Champions Trophy, 
Smith shone during the 
Test series against Sri 
Lanka, scoring 141 and 
131 in the two matches his 
side played there, with a 
strike-rate of 136.00. He 
was named ‘Player of the 
Series’ in recognition of 
those efforts.

In the one-day series, he 

scored 12 and 29.
Black Caps’ Phillips 

scored scored 236 in five 
ODIs at a strike-rate of 
124.21. His three unbeaten 
knocks helped New Zea-
land win the tri-series in 
Pakistan, also involving 
South Africa. They com-
prised 106 against Paki-
stan in Lahore, 28 against 
South Africa at the same 
venue, and then 20 against 
Pakistan in Karachi in the 
final.

He carried that momen-
tum into the Champions 
Trophy, beginning with 
61 against Pakistan in Ka-
rachi, and then another 
unbeaten innings of 21 
against Bangladesh in 
Rawalpindi.

India enters the Champions 
Trophy 2025 Final in Dubai 
on Sunday in excellent 
form, having secured four 
wins in the tournament, as 
per the official website of 
ICC.

India’s tournament open-
er saw them prevail in a 
tight contest against Bangla-
desh in Dubai, registering a 
sizzling six-wicket victory 
to begin their campaign on 
a winning note.

P a c e r  M o h a m m e d 
Shami’s impressive 5/53, 
combined with three scalps 
from Harshit Rana and two 
from Axar Patel, restricted 
Bangladesh to 228.

Shubman Gill’s unbeaten 
101*, combined with stylish 
knocks from Rohit Sharma 
and KL Rahul, ensured 
smooth sailing for India as 
they reached the Tigers’ to-
tal with 21 balls to spare.

In their high-voltage clash 
against arch-rivals Paki-
stan, India displayed their 
all-round prowess by chas-
ing down 241 runs with six 
wickets in hand.

Kuldeep Yadav weaved his 
magic for the Indian side by 
taking three crucial wickets 
to bundle out Pakistan for 
241 in 49.4 overs.

Shubman Gill (46) and 
Shreyas Iyer (56) came up 

with some crucial knocks, 
but the age-old rivalry was 
marked primarily by a Virat 
Kohli masterclass that saw 
him score an unbeaten 100 
to steer India to victory.

A different challenge for 
Rohit Sharma’s side in the 
form of New Zealand, with 
the winner staying un-
beaten at the tournament 
and earning the top spot 
in Group A. Though when 
these two sides met, they 
had both already qualified 
for the semi-final stage.

New Zealand’s bowlers did 
well to restrict India’s bat-
ting line-up, with Shreyas 
Iyer (79) and Hardik Pandya 
(45) leading the way as the 
Asian side posted a competi-
tive total of 249/9 after they 
were sent in to bat first.

It was the Varun Chakra-
varthy show in reply, with 
the spinner claiming an im-
pressive five-wicket haul to 
help bowl New Zealand out 

for just 205, as India pro-
gressed through to the final 
four with their unbeaten 
record intact.

India qualified for the 
Champions Trophy final 
by taking down another of 
their top rivals, Australia.

The bowlers applied 
pressure throughout the 
Aussies’ batting innings, 
restricting them to 264 all 
out in the 50th over, consis-
tently finding key wickets 
throughout. Mohammed 
Shami chipped in with three 
big wickets, while spinners 
Axar Patel and Ravindra 
Jadeja grabbed a couple.

Once again, it was Kohli 
who anchored the bulk of 
India’s successful chase, 
with a poised 84 off 98 
balls. The crisp hitting of 
Axar Patel, KL Rahul and 
Hardik Pandya saw them 
home safely, reaching their 
target with 11 deliveries to 
spare.

India’s top para-athletes, 
including Praveen Kumar, 
Navdeep Singh and Dharam-
bir will be at the forefront of 
the country’s campaign at 
the World Para Athletics 
Grand Prix scheduled here 
from March 11 to 13.The 
three-day event will feature 
over 90 competitions and 
witness participation from 
elite para-athletes represent-
ing 20 countries.

Leading India’s charge 
will be Paris Paralympics 
gold medallists, Praveen 
(High Jump, T64), Navdeep 
(Javelin, F41), and Dharam-
bir (Club Throw, F51). They 
will be joined by some of 

India’s finest para-athletes, 
including Ravi Rangoli, who 
clinched gold at the recently 
concluded National Para 
Athletics Championships 
and finished fifth at the Paris 
Paralympics. The World 
Para Athletics Grand Prix 
New Delhi 2025 will feature 
a total of 250 para-athletes, 
with approximately 145 In-
dian and 105 international 
competitors, making it one 
of the largest para-athletics 
events in the country.

Speaking on the excitement 
of competing in India’s first-
ever Grand Prix, Praveen 
said, “Competing in front 
of the home crowd at such 
a prestigious event is truly 
special. The Grand Prix in 
New Delhi is a huge step for 

para-athletics in India, and 
I’m eager to put on a great 
performance for our sup-
porters.”

Dharambir, India’s cham-
pion in the Club Throw F51 
category, added, “This is a 
historic moment for para-
athletics in India. Having 
a Grand Prix in our own 
country is a dream come 
true, and it gives us the per-
fect platform to prepare for 
future global events. The 
energy and enthusiasm here 
will be incredible, and I hope 
to make the nation proud 
once again.” India enter the 
competition with strong mo-
mentum, having secured 14 
medals (5 Gold, 6 Silver, and 
3 Bronze) at the recently con-
cluded Dubai Grand Prix.

Only one eve sports per-
sonality has so far been 
awarded the Padma Vibus-
han. The six World Cham-
pionship, a bronze medal at 
the 2012 London Olympic, 
gold medal at the five Asian 
Championships (2003, 
2005, 2010, 2012 and 2017) 
a gold medal at the 2009 
Indoor Asian Games at the 
2010 Asian Games. Many 
International medals. She 
wasformer MP RajyaS-
abha, Upper house of the 
Indian Parliament. Now 

P.T. Usha is member of Up-
per House and President 
of Indian Olympics Asso-
ciation. She is also winner 
of Padma Shri in 1985 and 
she is first sportswomen to 
receive an honorary doc-
torate degree by Kannur 
University, Kerala on 1st 
November, 2000 for her 
contribution to athletics. 
First Women Mary D’ Sou-
za and Neelima Ghose par-
ticipated in the 1952 Helsin-
ki Olympics. They both fail 
to qualify in the heat of 100 
m and 200 m races. 

The first women to win 
Olympics medal for India, 

none other than Karnam-
Malleshwari, won the 
weightlifting bronze in the 
2000 Sydney Olympics. 
World Championships 
gold medallist in 1994 and 

1995. Conferred with pres-
tigious KhelRatna 1994  

World’s first armless 
woman archer Sheetal 
Devi, Worldf 2025). World 
record holder in women 

double event at the Para 
World won three medals 
at the Para World Cham-
pions. She won two Gold 
medals at the AsiadPara 
Games 2023. She also won 

2 gold and one silver at the 
Asian Para archery cham-
pionships. 

Five woman players have 
been awarded the Padma 
Bhushan. Six- time World 

Champion, five-time Asian 
championship and Olym-
pic bronze medallist, Mary 
Com, first Indian eve to win 
an international medal in 
boxing and first Indian to 
win an Olympics medal; 
Sania Nehwal in badmin-
ton. Court queen SaniaMir-
za became the first Indian 
to win a women’s double 
title at the US Open title in 
2005.Bachendri Pal was 
the first to climb the Ever-
est. 

Forty three sports eve ath-
lete’s personalities have so 
far (till 2024) been awarded 
the Padma Shri. Most of 

these awards have gone 
to Athletics, Badminton 
and Cricket. The first fe-
male to receive the coveted 
award was athlete Kamaljit 
Sandhu in 1971. She won 
the 400m in 57.3 sec. at the 
Asian Games in Bangkok 
in 1970. Sunil Dabas be-
came India’s first eve coach 
to get both Padma Shri in 
2014 and Dronacharya 
Award (To honour eminent 
coaches who have success-
fully trained sportsperson 
or teams and enable them 
to achieve outstanding re-
sults in international com-
petitions) in 2012.

Indian Grandmaster 
Pranav Venkatesh won 
the prestigious World 

Junior Championship in 
classical chess in Petrovac, 
a coastal town in Montene-
gro, on Friday, March 7. The 
18-year-old claimed the title 
in the open section, finish-
ing unbeaten with an im-
pressive score of 9/11 points 
in a field of 157 participants. 
Pranav secured the champi-
onship after drawing with 
the white pieces against 
Slovenia’s Matic Lavrencic 
in the eleventh and final 
round.

Pranav Venkatesh’s tri-
umph comes just months 
after Dommaraju Gukesh 
made history by becoming 
only the second Indian after 
Viswanathan Anand to win 
the FIDE World Champion-
ship crown. Like Gukesh, 
Pranav hails from Chen-

nai and is a mentee at the 
WestBridge-Anand Chess 
Academy, founded by the 
legendary Anand.

Pranav is also a student 
of the renowned Velammal 
Vidyalaya, a school known 
for producing a steady 
stream of top chess players.

Viswanathan Anand was 
among the first to congratu-
late Pranav on his momen-
tous achievement, lauding 
his meticulous approach to 
the game.

“Congratulations to the 
World Junior Champion 
Pranav Venkatesh.He has 
been in great form lately. 
Our @WacaChess mentee,” 
Anand said.

“He is very meticulous 
in his work and constantly 
analyses his own games , 
comes back with sugges-
tions and takes feedback. 
You join a very prestigious 
line of World Junior Cham-
pions!”

Pranav became the first 

Indian since Abhijeet Gup-
ta in 2008 to win the world 
junior championship. He 
joined an elite list of Indi-
ans, including Viswanathan 
Anand (1987) and Pentala 
Harikrishna (2004), to win 
the top junior prize in clas-
sical chess.

Pranav became India’s 
75th Grandmaster at just 15 
years old in 2022, joining an 
elite list of Indian prodigies. 
Pranav has made a steady 
rise to the top. In 2024, he 
won a sensational double 
gold at IDE World Youth 
Under-18 Open Rapid and 
Blitz Championships in 
Slovenia.

It has nearly been a 
17-year-old wait for the open 
title to come back to India.

More recently, Divya 
Deshmukh had won the 
girls’ section when it was 
held in Ahmedabad in 2024. 
Before Divya, D Harika had 
won in 2008 and Koneru 
Humpy in 2001.

Pranav venkatesh 
wins world Junior 
Chess ChamPionshiP

Praveen, Navdeep, Dharambir to 
lead at Para Athletics Grand Prix

Shetty’s dream run continues, 
enters semifinals of Orleans 
Masters badminton

Indian sports women: Getting Padma awards, shattering glass ceiling

We’ll be putting our thinking 
caps on: New Zealand coach
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Gill nominated for ICC ‘Player of the Month’ for Feb

India in top form ahead 
of Champions  
Trophy 2025 final 

“Congratulations to the World 
Junior Champion Pranav Venkatesh.
He has been in great form lately. 
Our @WacaChess mentee.”
- Viswanathan Anand
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Ahead of the ICC Champions 
Trophy final against India at 
Dubai, New Zealand head 
coach Gary Stead said that 
the team will be putting their 
“thinking caps” on to tackle 
spinner Varun Charkavar-
thy, highlighting the difficul-
ties of facing him under the 
lights.

India will be playing New 
Zealand in the final of the 
ICC Champions Trophy on 
March 9 at the Dubai Inter-
national Stadium. With In-
dia being undefeated in the 
tournament so far and the 
Kiwis having looked rock 
solid with bat and ball un-
der the captaincy of Mitchell 
Santner, the clash promises 
to be an epic sequel to their 
2000 ICC Champions Tro-
phy final, when New Zealand 
won. Men in Blue would like 
to avenge losses to the Black-
caps in the 2019 ICC Cricket 
World Cup semifinal and 
2021 ICC World Test Cham-
pionship final.

One of the biggest troubles 
Kiwis will face will be Varun, 
who took a five-wicket haul 
(5/42) that derailed NZ’s 
chase of 250 runs and dis-
mantled their middle order, 
including scalps of Glenn 
Phillips, Michael Brace-

well, skipper Mitchell Sant-
ner, all of those batters who 
could have helped NZ from 
position of 151/3 to reach the 
target. His spell triggered a 
collapse, which bundled out 
Kiwis for 205 in 45.3 overs.

Speaking to the media 
ahead of the match, Stead 
said, “Varun Chakaravarthy 
is a big threat in the game. He 
is a very good bowler. We will 
have a look at the pitch con-
ditions and what effects he 
could have on the game. We 
certainly expect him to play 
after getting a fifer. We will 
be putting our thinking caps 
around on how we will nulify 
him and score runs against 
him. When you have such a 
wrist spinner bowling, you 
are looking for cues, and it 
is much easier in daylight to 
see those cues.”

Stead also said that Kiwis 
expect India to field four 
spinners against them, but 

they have a capable four-
spinner lineup led by skipper 
Santner, with Bracewell and 
all-rounders Glenn Phillips 
and Rachin Ravindra capa-
ble of delivering powerful 
assists to their lead spinner.

“We have four spinners as 
well and think we are pretty 
balanced. But there is always 
a challenge (against Indian 
spin). I mean, they are all 
very good spinners in their 
own right. So for us, it is just 
being nice and clear on our 
plans and working it out, be 
it a match-up or other sort of 
things we will read through 
the match. They (Indian 
spinners) could also have an 
off-day as well, that could be 
in our advantage,” he added.

Varun is the leading wick-
et-taker among spinners in 
this competition, with seven 
scalps in two matches at an 
average of 13.00. Also, Axar 
Patel and Kuldeep Yadav 
(five wickets each at an av-
erage of 33.40 and 36.60 
respectively) and Ravindra 
Jadeja (four wickets at an av-
erage of 38.25) have delivered 
crucial wickets as well.

For Kiwis, their spinners, 
Santner (seven wickets in 
four matches at an average 
of 27.71) and Bracewell (six 
wickets in four matches at an 
average of 28.83) have been 
among the leading acts. 
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The first women to 
win Olympics medal 
for India, none 
other than Karnam 
Malleshwari, won 
the weightlifting 
bronze in the 2000 
Sydney Olympics.

Unheralded Indian shuttler 
Ayush Shetty continued his 
dream run at the Orleans 
Masters as he advanced to 
the men’s singles semifinals 
of the BWF Super 300 tour-
nament with a hard-fought 
win over higher ranked Ras-
mus Gemke of Denmark here on Friday.Shetty, who has a 
world ranking of 48, stunned Gemke 21-16 21-23 21-17 in the 
quarterfinals.

Shetty had earlier shocked Hong Kong’s world number 38 
Jason Gunawan 21-17 21-17 victory in 50 minutes to secure 
his place in the quarterfinals.

The Indian had humbled world champion Loh Kean Yew 
of Singapore in straight games in his opening round.

Shetty, the lone surviving Indian in the tournament, will 
next face the winner of the other quarterfinal between Chi-
nese Taipei’s Chia Hao Lee and second seed Chun-Yi Lin.
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