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DMK REFUTES ‘U-TURN’ ON
NEP, SAYS CONSISTENTLY

OPPOSED IT
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JAFFAR EXPRESS HIJACKING:
SECOND HOSTAGE CRISIS IN
PAKISTAN

BJP sweeps Haryana municipal elections

Congress
crushed as
saffron party
winsall10
mayoral seats

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

The Congress party suffered
yet another humiliating
electoral setback in Hary-
ana, failing to secure even
a single mayoral seat in the
localbody elections, clearing
the path for the ruling BJP
to dominate state’s Urban
politics as well.

The grand old party, which
had hoped to rebuild its po-

PARLIAMENT UPDATE

RS adjourned
till March 17

amid uproar
over NEP

NEW DELHI: The Rajya
Sabha has been adjourned
till Monday and will meet
again on March 17 after the
break for Holi. Earlier on
Tuesday, there had been a
massive uproar in the up-
per house of the Parliament
over LoP (Rajya Sabha) and
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge’s ‘thokenge’
remark. Kharge’s statement
came while he was speaking
about Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan after
his remark against the TN
government. B DETAILS P2

Oilfields
Amendment Bill
passed in RS

NEW DELHI: Oilfields
(Regulation and Develop-
ment) Amendment Bill,
2024 to expand the defini-
tion of mineral oils and in-
clude petroleum and natu-
ral gas passed in the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

The bill was introduced
by Union petroleum and
natural gas minister Hard-
eep Singh Puri for consider-
ation and passing. The Bill
will regulate the exploration
and extraction of natural
gas and petroleum.

B DETAILS P2

litical standing after a dismal
performance in the 2024 as-
sembly elections, was hand-
ed another crushing defeat as
the BJP swept all 10 mayoral
seats.

The defeat has further
exposed the deep-rooted
infighting within the state
unit and the lack of a strong
organisational setup, which
continues to plague Congress
in Haryana. The civic polls
saw several local leaders
and workers switching loy-
alties to the BJP ahead of the
elections, leaving Congress
struggling to put up a fight.

While the BJP ran a well-
structured and aggressive
campaign with Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Saini, Union Min-
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MUNICIPAL COUNCILS
BJP 05
Congress 0
Others 0

MUNICIPAL WINNING PARTY
CORPORATION CANDIDATE
Panipat Komal Saini
Gurugram Raj Rani BJP
Rohtak Ram Avtar Valmiki | BJP
Hisar Praveen Popli BJP
Karnal Renu Bala Gupta BJP
Ambala Shailja Sachdeva BJP
Sonipat Rajeev Jain BJP
Faridabad Praveen Joshi BJP
Yamunanagar Suman Bahmani BJP
Manesar Dr Inderjit Yadav Independent

isters and Cabinet Ministers
leading from the front, Con-
gress leaders were nowhere
tobeseen on the ground. The
absence of senior leadership

was glaring as campaign re-
sponsibilities were merely
distributed amonglocal lead-
ers. But their efforts fell short
in countering the BJP’s mas-

TRAIN ATTACK: 4 SOLDIERS,
21 PASSENGERS KILLED

M APak Army General said all 33 separatists killed
M Passengers said there was a huge explosion and firing
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A paramilitary soldier takes position at a railway station near the attack site of a passenger

train by insurgents in Balochistan province.

AGENCIES
KARACHI/ISLAMABAD

wenty-one passen-
gers and four para-
military soldiers

were killed by militants
holding hostages after seiz-
ing control of a train in Paki-
stan’s Balochistan province,
an army general said on
Wednesday.

Army spokesman Lt

Nine Indian varsities
in world’s top 50

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Nine Indian universities
and institutions are among
world’s top 50 in the QS
subject-wise rankings even
as some of the top institu-
tions on the list including
three IITs, two IIMs and
JNU saw a drop in their po-
sitions.

According to the 15th edi-
tion of the World University
Rankings by Subject, an-
nounced on Wednesday by
London-based Quacquarel-
1i Symonds (QS), India cel-
ebrates 12 top-50 positions
across the subject rankings
and the broad faculty areas,
earned by nine institutions.

Leading the way is the In-
dian School of Mines (ISM),
Dhanbad, which ranks

20th globally for Engineer-
ing-Mineral and Mining,
making it the country’s
highest-performing sub-
jectarea.

Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) Bombay and
Kharagpur have been
ranked at 28th and 45th
spot for Engineering-Min-
eral and Mining. However,
both institutions have seen
adrop in their positions.

IIT Delhi and Bombay
which shared the 45th rank

BP3

Gen Ahmad Sharif told Du-

nya News TV that security
forces killed all 33 militants
present at the scene.

“The armed forces suc-

cessfully concluded the

operation in the (Wednes-

day) evening by killing all
terrorists and rescuing all
passengers safely,” Lt Gen
Sharif said.

He said that 21 passen-
gers were killed by the ter-

Three people
found dead at
Delhi home

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Three people were found
dead at their residence in
Delhi’s Molarband, officials
said on Wednesday.

According to the Delhi
Police, the bodies were
found after a call was re-
ported that a foul smell em-
anated from the residence.

“A PCR call was received
from the Molarband area
of PS Badarpur regard-
ing a foul smell emanating
from a house and three
people residing inside and
suspected suicide,” the po-
lice said.

The police said that three
had white foam coming out
of their mouths and sug-
gested the consumption of
a poisonous substance.

rorists when they attacked
the train on Tuesday. He
added that four paramili-
tary Frontier Corps soldiers
were also killed in the inci-
dent.

The Jaffar Express, car-
rying 440 passengers in
nine coaches, was going
from Quetta to Peshawar
when militants derailed it
using explosives and hi-
jacked it near the mountain-

ous terrain of Gudalar and
Piru Kunri in a tunnel 160
kilometres from Quetta.

The Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA) claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack
on Tuesday when they said
they killed six soldiers.

Lt Gen Sharif said that
on March 11, around 1 PM,
terrorists blew up a railway
track in the Bolan Pass area
of Osi Pur. He described
the area as difficult terrain,
where the terrorists initially
used hostages, including
women and children, as
human shields. “The res-
cue operation began imme-
diately, with participation
from the Army, Air Force,
Frontier Corps, and Special
Services Group comman-
dos,” he said.

During the operation,
the terrorists remained in
contact with their facilita-
tors and masterminds in
Afghanistan via satellite
phones, he said, adding
that it showed their foreign
nexus.

Sharif said that forces

BP3

LoP in Bengal says
possible terror attack on
him inside Assembly

SUPROTIM MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA

West Bengal’s Leader of the
Opposition Suvendu Ad-
hikari, in a letter to the As-
sembly’s Principal Secretary,
claimed a potential security
threat and warned of a pos-
sible terror attack on the BJP
leader inside the West Ben-
gal Legislative Assembly.

Adhikari claimed that
terror outfits Harkat-ul-
Jihad-al Islami Bangladesh
(HuJI-B) and Hizb ut-Tahrir,
previously banned by the
Sheikh Hasina-led Bangla-
desh Government, pose a
potential threat to the As-
sembly. He requested the de-
ployment of Central security
forces within the Assembly
premises.

Citing intelligence inputs
shared by Central agencies
with the West Bengal Police,
the letter stated: “After the
change of guard in Bangla-
deshi Administration and
a spate of jail breaks as re-
ported by the Bangladeshi
media, some of the top
leaders of these two outfits
have again become active
in recent months. These

inputs were shared with
EP3

‘ ‘ Lassurethe

people of Haryana
that we will leave no
stone unturnedto

fulfil their bopes and
aspirations

- Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

sive campaign machinery.
Reacting to the party’s de-
feat, senior Congress leader
and former Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
dismissed the loss, saying,
B P3
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HEARTBREAK! DONNARUMMA

STANDS BETWEEN LIVERPOOL

AND WIN

Saini emerges out
of shadows, earns
stamp of approval

14 €
%

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

The BJP’s resounding vic-
tory in Haryana’s mayoral
elections has cemented
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini’s position as the par-
ty’s undisputed leader in
the state. Winning 9 out of
10 municipal corporations
and securing victories in

8 of 23 municipal commit-
tees, the election results
are being viewed as a clear
public endorsement of
Saini’s leadership.

Held less than six
months after the BJP
formed the government in
Haryana for a third con-
secutive term, this was the
first civic election under
Saini’s leadership. His ag-
gressive campaigning, in-
cluding back-to-back ral-
lies and roadshows across
the state, played a decisive
role in BJP’s sweeping
success. By personally

B P3

INDIA, MAURITIUS INK 8 PACTS

| INDIA MAURITIUS INK8PACTS
‘MAHASAGAR

vision for Global
South unveiled

AGENCIES
PORT LOUIS

India and Mauritius on
Wednesday elevated their
ties to ‘enhanced strategic
partnership’ and inked eight
pacts to boost ties in several
sectors, including maritime
security, and promote trade
in local currencies, even as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi unveiled an ambitious
vision for growth and secu-
rity of the Global South.

On the second and final
day of his two-day trip to
Mauritius, Modi graced the
national day celebrations of
the island nation as the chief
guest and announced a raft
of development projects for
the strategically-located
country.

Following talks with his
Mauritian counterpart
Navinchandra Ramgoolam,
PM Modi announced In-
dia’s new vision for Global
South and named it “MA-
HASAGAR” or “Mutual
and Holistic Advancement
for Security and Growth
Across Regions”, a policy
approach that came against
the backdrop of China’s re-
lentless attempts to expand
its influence in the Indian
Ocean.

“We are committed to
extend full cooperation in
the security of Mauritius’
Exclusive Economic Zone,”
the prime minister said.

In the meeting, Modi re-
iterated India’s continued
support and assistance to
Mauritius in augmenting
its defence and security
needs given the shared ob-
jectives of the two nations
in the region.

The PM said a free, open,
secure, and safe Indian
Ocean is the common pri-
ority of India and Mauritius
and that he and Ramgoolam
agreed that defence cooper-
ation and maritime security
are an important part of
the strategic partnership
between the two countries.

The two sides also un-
veiled a ‘Joint Vision for

EP3

TRUST AND FRIENDSHIP

Prime Minister Narendra Modi receives the Highest

National Award of Mauritius, the Grand Commander of the
Order of the Star and Key of the Indian Ocean from Mauritius
President Dharambeer Gokhool on Mauritius’ National Day,
in Port Louis on Wednesday. ANI

B PM Modi graced the
national day celebra-
tions of theisland na-
tion as chief guest

B MAHASAGAR or
Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for
Security and Growth
Across Regions is
India’s new vision for
Global South

B [tisapolicyapproach
that comes in the
backdrop of China’s
attempts to expand
its influence in the
Indian Ocean.

B The new approach
will focus on the
spirit of trade for de-
velopment, capacity
building for sustain-
able growth, and

mutual security for a
shared future

B The two sides will
enhance maritime
cooperation through
increasing deploy-
ment of ships and
aircraft

B Agreements provide
for promoting use of
national currencies
for cross-border
transactions, shar-
ing of maritime data,
jointwork in combat-
ing money launder-
ing and enhancing
cooperation in the
MSMEs

B Cooperation onwhite
shipping, blue econo-
my and hydrography
will be strengthened.
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RS ADJOURNED TILL MARCH 17  Oilfields Amendment
AMID UPROAR OVER NEP ISSUE

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Rajya Sabha has
been adjourned till
Monday and will

meet again on March 17 after
the break for Holi.

Earlier on Tuesday, there
had been a massive uproar
in the upper house of the
Parliament over LoP (Rajya
Sabha) and Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge’s
‘thokenge’ remark.

Kharge’s statement came
while he was speaking
about Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan after
his remark against the Tamil
Nadu government about the
issue of the three-language
policy. “...I request you
(Deputy Chairman) with
folded hands to allow me
(to speak)...’aapko kya kya

thokna hai thik se thokenge,
sarkar ko bhi thokenge'....”,
he said in the Upper House
of the Parliament on Tues-
day.

BJP strongly opposed
Kharge’s statement and stat-
ed that it was disrespectful to
the chair. Union Health Min-
ister JP Nadda said that the
Congress president should
apologise for his statement,
and his words should be ex-
punged from the footage of
the Parliament proceedings.

“The language used by him
and the attack on the Chair
is condemnable. He should
condemn it and apologize
for using this language for
the Chair. He should take
back his words or it should
be expunged,” Nadda said.

Deputy Chairman Har-
ivansh Narayan Singh also

Rajya SabHa Deputy Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh
conducts the proceedings of the House during the Budget
Session, in New Delhi on Wednesday. (ANI)

expressed dissatisfaction
over Kharge’s remark,
noting his seniority in the
House. Kharge immediately
apologised for his remark,
clarifying that his remark
was not aimed at the chair

‘3,962 Skype IDs, 83,668 WhatsApp
accounts used for dlgltal arrest held’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) on Wednes-
day informed the Rajya
Sabha that its Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre
(I4C), a specialized wing,
has identified and blocked
more than 3,962 Skype IDs
and 83,668 WhatsApp ac-
counts involved in digital
arrest scams.

According to the MHA,
these fraudulent accounts
were allegedly used to de-
ceive individuals by im-
personating law enforce-
ment officials and coercing
victims into transferring
money.

Union Minister of State for
Home Sanjay Bandi Kumar

y \\\ \‘

provided this information
on behalf of the MHA while
responding to a query from
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam MP Tiruchi Siva.

The I4C, in collaboration
with the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT),
has launched a caller tune
campaign to raise aware-
ness about cybercrime and
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promote the Cyber Crime
Helpline Number 1930 and
the National Cyber Crime
Reporting Portal (NCRP).

“The I4C has proactively
identified and blocked more
than 3,962 Skype IDs and
83,668 WhatsApp accounts
used for digital arrest,” the
minister mentioned in a
written reply.

but towards the government
and its policy. “I apologize
to you (Deputy Chairman),
I have not used these words
for you. I have said that
‘hum sarkar ki policies ko
thokenge’. T apologise to you

and not to the government...”
Kharge said.

Other than the outrage
over Mallikarjun Kharge’s
‘thokenge’ remark, Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan once again
cleared the government’s
stance on the National Edu-
cation Policy and replied to
DMK’s allegations of impos-
ing the Hindi language onto
the state. Pradhan lashed out
at the opposition for claim-
ing that the government
wants to divide society while
using languages and said
that the central government
led by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will never use
language to do such “sin.”
“There are certain things
going on, let me first clarify
in my Odia society Lord Jag-
ganath is everybody.

Bill passed in RS

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Oilfields (Regulation and
Development) Amendment
Bill, 2024 to expand the
definition of mineral oils
and include petroleum and
natural gas passed in the
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.

The bill was introduced by
Union petroleum and natu-
ral gas minister Hardeep
Singh Puri for consideration
and passing. The Bill will
regulate the exploration and
extraction of natural gas and
petroleum. The amended
bill expands the definition
of mineral oils to include
petroleum and natural gas
init.

The amended bill includes
any naturally occurring hy-
drocarbon, coal bed meth-
ane, and shale gas/oil in the
category of mineral oils.
However, it clarifies that

Kanimozhi slams Sitharaman’s
remarks over TN schemes

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam MP Kanimozhi
sharply criticized Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s recent re-
marks, accusing her and
other ministers of continu-
ously insulting the Tamil
people and undermining
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s efforts. In her state-
ment, Kanimozhi expressed
her disbelief, saying, “What
Hypocrisy? I really don’t un-
derstand.”

Kanimozhi took strong
issue with Sitharaman’s
suggestion that Tamil Na-
du’s schemes were an act
of charity. “Yesterday, the
Finance Minister in her

Madagascar Parliamentary delegation
calls on LS Speaker Birla

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla on Wednesday high-
lighted that India holds
Madagascar in the highest
regard as a cherished and
reliable friend, as well as a
steadfast partner in its jour-
ney of progress, said a state-
ment from the Lok Sabha
Secretariat.

He further emphasized
that, in alignment with the
“SAGAR” (Security and
Growth for All in the Re-
gion) vision, Madagascar
stands as a pivotal ally for
India within the Indian
Ocean realm. “This invalu-
able partnership, he noted,
plays an essential role in for-
tifying regional stability and
nurturing economic pros-
perity across the region”, as

per the statement.

Birla made these remarks
during a bilateral meeting
with a Parliamentary Del-
egation from Madagascar
led by the President of the
National Assembly of Mada-
gascar, H E Justin Tokely in
Parliament House Prem-
ises today. During the meet-
ing, Birla underscored that
the “relationship between
India and Madagascar has

historically been strong and
that the two nations share
a centuries-old history of
trade, culture, and mutual
interaction”, the statement
said.

Guided by the principle of
‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakany’,
India has always been at
forefront in offering help
to neighboring countries
specially during disasters,
he said.

Birla mentioned about
India’s proactive role in
providing humanitarian
assistance and disaster re-
lief (HADR) to Madagascar.
India has supported vari-
ous projects to contribute
to the prosperity and socio-
economic development of
Madagascar, which reflects
India’s commitment to mu-
tually beneficial develop-
ment, he noted.

Cong MP files motion to discuss trade
deficit W1th China, manufacturing crisis

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Congress MP Manickam
Tagore has filed an Ad-
journment Motion in the
Lok Sabha to discuss the
ongoing crisis in India’s
manufacturing sector and
the growing trade deficit
with China.

In his adjournment mo-
tion, Tagore wrote, “I rise
today to bring attention to
the growing crisis in In-
dia’s manufacturing sector
under the current govern-
ment. Instead of fostering
an Atma-Nirbhar Bharat,
this government seems to be
working towards an Adani
Nirbhar Bharat, where only

a handful of corporate gi-
ants benefit, leaving the rest
of the country’s industries
and workers to suffer.”
Tagore sharply criticized
the government’s flagship
initiative, Make in India,
which was intended to boost
domestic manufacturing

and employment opportu-
nities.

“Make in India has turned
into mere assembly work,
with limited actual produc-
tion taking place,” he stated.

The MP pointed to the de-
clining share of manufac-
turing in India’s GDP, which
has fallen from 15% in 2014
to just 12.8% in FY24. This,
heargued, isa direct contra-
diction to the government’s
initial targets and promises
made to the Indian public.

The Congress leader also
highlighted the worsening
trade deficit with China, em-
phasizing its negative effects
on domestic industries.

Tagore noted, “The trade

deficit with China has tri-
pled, rising from $35.2 bil-
lion in 2013 to $105.8 billion
in 2023, as Chinese goods
flood the Indian market.”

He further argued that
this surge in imports from
China is undermining the
competitiveness of Indian
businesses and failing to
protect the domestic mar-
ket from what he described
as “unfair trade practices.”

Tagore did not stop there.
He also criticized the gov-
ernment’s Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme, which was meant
to incentivize manufactur-
ing and reduce dependency
on imports.

speech made it look like
that all the schemes given
in Tamil Nadu is an act of
charity,” Kanimozhi stated.
She stressed that the funds
allocated to the state had not
been adequately provided,
contrary to what was being
suggested. “The truth is that
whatever funds were to be
allocated to us, haven’t been
allocated as yet,” she said.

The DMK leader high-
lighted that the funds re-
ceived from the Union
Government were, in fact, a
return on Tamil Nadu’s own
contributions through tax-
es. “And moreover whatever
is being allocated according
to her, I think any Union
Government has to do it for
the states. And moreover it
is from the funds the taxes
which the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment pays,” Kanimozhi
clarified.

She further pointed out
the stark contrast in the fi-
nancial treatment of Tamil
Nadu compared to other
states, noting that while
Tamil Nadu contributes
significantly to the national
tax pool, it receives only a
fraction in return.

mineral oils will not include
coal, lignite or helium.

The amended bill also
provides for mining leases,
this will include various ac-
tivities such as exploration,
prospecting, production,
making merchantable, and
disposal of mineral oils.

Prospecting is the initial
stage in the search for oil
and gas fields, involving
the assessment of potential
petroleum accumulations
across large areas.

The new bill will replace
the mining lease with a
petroleum lease to cover
a similar set of activities.
However, existing mining
leases granted under the
old Act will continue to
be valid.

The new bill will empower
the central government to
make rules on several mat-
ters like regulating the grant

of leases, terms and condi-
tions of leases including the
minimum and the maxi-
mum area and the period of
the lease, conservation and
development of mineral oils,
methods for producing oil,
and manner of collection of
royalties, fees, and taxes.
The proposal also em-
powers the central govern-
ment to make rules on the
merger and combination of
petroleum leases, sharing of
production and processing
facilities, obligations of les-
sees towards protecting the
environment and reducing
emissions and alternative
mechanisms for resolving
disputes in relation to the
grant of petroleum leases.
For cases of violation of
rules, the bill provides to
hike the punishment and
penalty from a current fine
of Rs1000 to Rs 25 lakhs.

2,601 Bangladeshis
held on border in last
13 months: MHA to RS

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A total of 2,601 Bangla-
deshi citizens have been
apprehended at the India-
Bangladesh border while
attempting to enter In-
dian territory in the last
13 months, the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) in-
formed the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday.

Union Minister of State
(MoS) for Home Nity-
anand Rai shared this
information in a written
reply, stating that these
2,601 Bangladeshis were
apprehended between Jan-
uary 1, 2024, and January
31, 2025. According to the

data shared by the MoS,
176 Bangladeshi intrud-
ers were apprehended in
January 2025, as the Bor-
der Security Force (BSF)-
-mandated to guard the
India-Bangladesh border-
-remained steadfast in its
mission to curb illegal ac-
tivities along the border.

Reflecting on the past 12
months of 2024, the data
shows the apprehension
of 253 Bangladeshis in De-
cember, followed by 310
in November, 331 in Oc-
tober, 300 in September,
214 in August, 267 in July,
and 247 in June--indicat-
ing fluctuations in illegal
crossings from Bangla-
desh.
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Rajya Sabha on Wednesday. ANI

GLIMPSES FROM PARLIAMENT

A

RJD MP Manol Kumar Jha speaks in Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw in
the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday. ANI

Union Home Minister Amit Shah at Parliament House during
the Budget Session, in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

Malllkarjun Kharge, Congress MPs Jalram Ramesh,
Digvijaya Singh and others in the Rajya Sabha ANI

Union Ministers Nirmala Sltharaman and JP Nadda at
Parliament House on Wednesday. ANI

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi and Cong
MP Jairam Ramesh at Parliament. ANI
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Opposition MPs walk out from the Lok Sabha during the Budget Session of the Parliament, in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI
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STATISTICALLY SPEAKING &

THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON TOP POLLUTED CITIES ININDIA

27% believe public transport should be

used to control air pollution.

India ranked fifth globally for the
most polluted air in 2024, behind
Chad, Congo, Bangladesh, and Paki-

01.»

Out of the world’s 10 most
polluted cities, 6 are in India.
Is air pollution becoming a
serious problem in India?

stan, as per IQAIr. It improved from
third place in 2023, with a 7% drop
in PM2.5 levels to 50.6 pg/m3. How-

2.00%

9.00%

89.00%

ever, six of the world’s ten most pol-
luted cities are in India, with New
Delhi averaging 91.6 pg/m3.

. C - Cannot say

60.00%

40.00%

20.00%

0.00%

M Breathing problems m High blood pressure

W Cancer

B No issues

<02.

What kind of health
issues do you face due
to air pollution?

What steps should be taken
to control air pollution?

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

. Increase use of public transport

. Reduce industrial pollution
. Stop stubble burning

20.00%

10.00%

. Raise awareness among people to plant trees

. Can't say

27.00%

41.00%

14.00% 16.00%

I 2.00%
-
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What measures do

Use of masks

Staying indoors

Using air purifiers

6%

Can't say

you take to protect
yourself from air
pollution?
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON BANGLADESH ARMY COUP

81% believe General Janman is targeted for
assassination.

Arecent survey reveals that 81% of re-
spondents believe Bangladesh’s Army
Chief, General Janman, is targeted for

9.00%

0.0 * S

Is Bangladesh’s Army Chief General

Janman targeted for assassination?

assassination. Concerns over political
instability and external influence are
rising, with speculations on the forces

behind the conspiracy. The situation
is also seen as a potential concern for
India, given its regional implications.

I Packistani IS
. Mohammed Yunus
. Jamaat-e-Islami

Cannot Say

<02.

Who is fueling the
rebellion against
General Janman?

51.00%
60.00%
50.00% 22.00%
40.00%
30.00% [ 14:00%
20.00%
10.00%
0.00%
Q 3 > 60.00%
|
Will the Army Chief be able 40.00%
to stop this conspiracy
against him? 20.00%
0.00%

. A-Yes
B B-No

. C - Cannot say

51.00%

HYes HNo mCannotSay

India?

Is this instability in Bangladesh
also a matter of concern for

‘MAHASAGAR vision

CONTINUED FROM P1

an Enhanced Strategic
Partnership’ that outlined
the futuristic approach in
expanding bilateral coop-
eration in a range of areas
including in defence and
maritime security, trade,
health and education, and
space and climate change.

The document noted that
the two sides will enhance
maritime cooperation
through increasing deploy-
ment of ships and aircraft
for joint maritime surveil-
lance and hydrographic
surveys.

It said the two leaders
also resolved to deepen co-
operation towards securing
EEZ of Mauritius, including
through enhanced utilisa-
tion of newly built runway
and jetty at Agalega.

The unveiling of the ‘MA-
HASAGAR’ vision came 10
years after the prime min-
ister announced during
his visit to Mauritius in
2015 New Delhi’'s SAGAR
or Security and Growth for
Allin the Region policy that
formed the bedrock for In-
dia’s engagement with the
Indian Ocean Region.

“We have taken the
SAGAR vision forward
for the stability and pros-
perity of this entire region.
Today, taking it forward, I

Nine Indian universities
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for Engineering and Tech-
nology have improved their
position to bag the 26th and
28th spot, respectively.

The two institutions have
also improved their rank
for Engineering-Electrical
and Electronic to enter the
top 50 list.

Indian Institute of Man-
agement (IIM) Ahmedabad
and Bangalore continued
to be among world’s top
50 for Business and Man-
agement Studies but their

would like to say that our
vision for the Global South
will be, beyond SAGAR --
(it will be) MAHASAGAR
that is”Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security
and Growth Across Re-
gions”,” Modi said in his
media statement.

The new approach will
focus on the spirit of trade
for development, capacity
building for sustainable
growth, and mutual secu-
rity for a shared future, he
said. “Under this, coopera-
tion will be ensured through
technology sharing, conces-
sional loans and grants,”
Modi said. The agreements
inked after Modi- Ram-
goolam talks will provide
for promoting use of na-
tional currencies for cross-
border transactions, shar-
ing of maritime data, joint
work in combating money
laundering and enhancing
cooperation in the MSME
(Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises) sector.

In his remarks, Ram-
goolam said Mauritius
continues to benefit from
Indian assistance for its
socio-economic develop-
ment, adding the two sides
will continue to reinforce
trade relations through the
Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation and Partner-
ship Agreement (CECPA).

ranking has dropped since
previous year. While IIM
Ahmedabad’s ranking
dropped to 27 from 22, that
of IIM Bangalore slipped to
40 from 32.

IIT Madras (Petroleum
Engineering) and Jawa-
harlal Nehru University
(JNU) (Development Stud-
ies) continued to be among
world’s top 50 but their
ranks also dropped by few
spots.

“A total of 79 Indian uni-
versities - 10 more than
last year - feature 533 times

At a media briefing, For-
eign Secretary Vikram
Misri said an agreement
was inked on an Indian
rupee-denominated line
of credit amounting to Rs
487 crore for undertaking
the replacement of water
pipelines in Mauritius.

This line of credit has been
extended by the State Bank
of India and it is the first
ever Indian rupee-based
Line of Credit that’s being
extended by New Delhi to
any country, he said.

In their talks, the two
leaders noted that defence
and maritime security co-
operation remains an im-
portant pillar of bilateral
relations and close coop-
eration in this domain has
achieved a strategic dimen-
sion and benefited both
countries immensely, the
document on joint vision
for an enhanced strategic
partnership noted.

They further agreed that
Mauritius and India, hav-
ing a shared commitment
to ensure a free, open, safe
and secure Indian Ocean
Region, are natural part-
ners in the region and
reiterated their resolve to
work closely in countering
maritime challenges and
safeguarding the larger
strategic interests in the
region, it said.

in top 50

across this year’s rankings,
marking a 25.7 per cent in-
crease compared to the pre-
vious edition. This includes
454 entries in individual
subjects and 79 appear-
ances across the five broad
faculty areas,” QS said ina
statement.

In the latest edition of the
QS subject-specific rank-
ings, India has the fifth
highest number of new
entries behind China, the
US, the UK and Korea, and
ranks 12th for the number
of overall entries.

4 soldiers, 21 passengers killed
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took time to complete the operation
because the terrorists were using the

hostages as human shields.

By last evening, around 100 pas-
sengers had been safely rescued from
the terrorists, he said, adding that a
large number of hostages, including
women and children, were freed on

Wednesday.

“The rescue operation continued pe-
riodically, and in the final clearance
operation in the evening, all remain-
ing hostages were secured. Since the
terrorists were using passengers as
human shields, the operation was
conducted with extreme precision
and caution,” he told Dunya News.

Sharif said that first, snipers neu-
tralized the suicide bombers, fol-
lowed by a step-by-step clearance of

each train compartment, eliminating

all terrorists present. He said that no

ing the operation.

ters,” he said.

Saini emerges out of

shadows

CONTINUED FROM P1

campaigning even for can-
didates in municipal com-
mittees, Saini displayed
his hands-on approach
and commitment to
strengthening the party’s
grassroots presence.

Terming the results as a
‘stamp of approval’ by the
people, Saini managed
to deliver a message that
the ‘triple-engine govern-
ment’—BJP’s governance
at the Centre, state, and
local levels—will now ac-
celerate Haryana’s devel-
opment. “This mandate
reflects the people’s trust
in our vision for a devel-
oped Haryana and a de-
veloped India,” Saini stat-
ed. His remarks directly
counter the opposition’s
claims that the BJP was
losing ground in the state’s
urban areas.

The BJP’s top leadership,
including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah, and former CM
Manohar Lal, placed their
faith in Saini the same day

last year by appointing
him as Haryana’s Chief
Minister. He successfully
led the party in the Octo-
ber Assembly elections,
securing power for the
third time—an outcome
that defied Congress’s ex-
pectations and dealt a sig-
nificant blow to its resur-
gence plans.

Even as his first year in
office was overshadowed
by the Model Code of
Conduct for Lok Sabha,
Assembly, and municipal
elections, Saini’s govern-
ment pushed through
18 key reforms that have
strengthened his grip on
the state’s administra-
tion. His governance style,
marked by accessibility
and inclusivity, has earned
him praise even from op-
position legislators. Un-
like his predecessors, he
has kept the CM residence
open to the public and en-
gaged with communities
across caste and regional
lines, reinforcing BJP’s
narrative of inclusive gov-
ernance.

passengers were harmed during the
clearance operation.

Sharif stated that all terrorists pres-
ent at the site had been eliminated,
but the area and train were still be-
ing cleared as per standard operat-
ing procedures by the bomb disposal
squad. He said that efforts were also
underway to gather passengers who
had fled in different directions dur-

The general warned that “the train
attack has changed the rule of the
game”, without explaining it.

He said that the terrorists and their
facilitators would be hunted down
wherever they were. “We cannot al-
low anyone to target Pakistanis on
the behalf of their foreign paymas-

gladesh.

the West Bengal Police by their
central agency counterparts, fear-
ing a possible terror attack on the
Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition.”
The letter further mentioned that
specific inputs regarding threat
perception have also come within
a month of the Union Home Min-
istry scaling up the Leader of the
Opposition’s security cover after
assessing the current scenario
surrounding the turmoil in Ban-

Adhikari’s letter also expressed
concerns about the safety of oppo-
sition MLAs inside the Assembly
premises, citing the absence of per-
sonal Central security personnel.

“The Opposition MLAs, includ-
ing the Hon’ble Leader of the Op-

LoP in Bengal says...

CONTINUED FROM P1

position, already feel unsafe inside

the Assembly premises because of

the absence of their personal Cen-
tral security inside the Assembly
precincts as you have prevented
them from entering the Assembly
premises. Considering the cur-
rent scenario, we hope that you
will reassess the situation and
reconsider your decision to keep
the Central Security Personnel
outside the premises of the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly,” the
letter stated.

Adhikari further wrote in the

letter that if an untoward inci-
dent occurs inside the Assembly
premises that threatens the safety
of the Leader of the Opposition,
the Speaker and the Assembly
Authority would be responsible
for the same.

BJP sweeps Haryana local polls

CONTINUED FROM P1

“Defeat doesn’t make any
difference. Even earlier, the
BJP had dominance in mu-
nicipal elections.” Hooda
further stated, “If we have
lost a mayoral seat, it may
be a setback, but these seats
were never ours to begin
with. In some places, Con-
gress might have even gained
an advantage. Perhaps our
number of councillors has
increased from one to two.”
Hooda’s casual attitude only
underscores the Congress’s
growing disconnect from
ground realities. Acknowl-
edging the party’s lack of
effort, he admitted, “We did
not put in any real effort in
these elections. 1did not cam-
paign anywhere during the
elections because Iusually do
not campaign in panchayat
or municipal elections.”
The Congress party in
Haryana is currently go-
ing through one of its worst
political phases. Once a
stronghold of the party,
Haryana has now turned
into a BJP-dominated state,
primarily due to Congress’s
internal strife. The party has
not only suffered sethacks in

back-to-back elections but
has also failed to appoint a
Leader of Opposition in the
state assembly after its poor
showing in October last year.
Even in recent high-level
meetings with Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge
and Rahul Gandhi, several
partyleaders expressed their
dissatisfaction with the cur-
rent state leadership. But they
have failed to take any imme-
diate decision as Hooda fac-
tion remains in control, fur-
ther alienating many other
senior leaders and workers.
Just like in the assembly
elections, Congress entered
the municipal polls without
astructured campaign plan.
The party struggled with a
severe shortage of committed
ground workers and lacked
a strong organizational net-
work. Unlike the BJP, which
conducted multiple rounds
of door-to-door campaigns,
Congress failed to reach out
to voters even once.
Factionalism within Con-
gress was once again on
full display, particularly in
municipal corporations.
Several leaders who were
eyeing mayoral tickets be-

came disgruntled after being
denied nominations, leading
toalackluster campaign. The
internal power struggle be-
tween the Selja and Hooda
factions further weakened
the party, with continuous
electoral defeats leaving
workers demoralized and
directionless.

Unlike the BJP, which stra-
tegically fielded strong candi-
dates in all wards, Congress
struggled toeven find enough
candidates to contest across
constituencies. In some mu-
nicipal corporations, the
party was forced to support
independent candidates due
to a lack of viable contend-
ers. The BJP capitalized on
this weakness, aggressively
targeting Congressinits cam-
paign and further denting its
credibility among voters.

According to the political
observers the Haryana civic
polls have once again high-
lighted Congress’s declining
political influence in the state
as unless the leadership cri-
sisis addressed and a strong
grassroots organization is
rebuilt, Congress’s woes
in Haryana are only set to
deepen.
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DMK REFUTES "U-TURN® ON NEP,
SAYS CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED IT

TN Minister Mahesh says Union Minister spreading misinformation

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI

amil Nadu Minister
Anbil Mahesh on
Wednesday refuted

claims that Tamil Nadu has
changed its stance on Nation-
al Education Policy (NEP)
2020, asserting that the state
has consistently opposed the
policy as it undermines Tamil
Nadu's education model.

Inapost on X, Mahesh said,
"Union Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan, spreading mis-
information won't change the
facts. Tamil Nadu has con-
sistently opposed NEP 2020
because it undermines our
successful education model."

He added that the state will
only engage with central
schemes that benefit stu-
dents.

"There's no 'sudden change
in stance.' The letter dated
15/3/2024 is not an endorse-
ment of the NEP. TN engages
with central schemes only
when beneficial to students,
but that doesn't mean blind
acceptance of any scheme or
framework. The letter clearly

‘APPEAL CENTRE TO SUPPORT TN’

B "There's no 'sudden change in
stance.' The letter dated 15/3/2024
is not an endorsement of the
NEP... The letter clearly states that
a committee will be constituted,
and based on the findings and rec-
ommendations of the committee,
we will decide on the implementa-
tion," Mahesh said on X.

B Mahesh appealed to the central
government to support and ac-
knowledge Tamil Nadu's right to
choose its educational framework.

'8

NEP ‘SAFFRONISATION POLICY’: STALIN

Tiruvallur: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin on Wednes-
day launched a scathing attack on the central government,
labelling the National Education Policy [NEP) as a “saffro-
nise policy” aimed at promoting Hindi rather than develop-
ing India, alleging that the policy threatens to destroy Tamil
Nadu's education system. “National Education Policy is
not education policy, it is saffronise policy. The policy was
not created to develop India but to develop Hindi. We are
opposing the Policy as that would destroy the Tamil Nadu
education system completely,” CM Stalin said in Tiruvallur,

states that a committee will
be constituted, and based on

the findings and recommen-
dations of the committee, we

will decide on the implemen-
tation," Mahesh said on X.
Mahesh accused people
advocating for the imposition
of NEP of playing politics,
claiming that the state's edu-
cation model is exemplary.
"If anyone is playing poli-
tics, it's those who are try-
ing to impose NEP and dis-
tort Tamil Nadu's culture
and legacy. TN's education
model is exemplary and has
consistently proven its abil-
ity to shape the future of our

BRS protests against state govt, police
detains party workers in Telangana

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

Members of the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
Vidyarthi Vibhagam staged
a protest at the Telangana
Assembly on Wednesday,
demanding that the state
government appoint an edu-
cation minister.

Taking action, the police
have detained the protes-
tors and taken them into
custody.

Meanwhile, BRS Work-
ing President KT Rama Rao
criticised the Congress-led
state government stating
that this government has no
vision and it only focuses on
commission. KTR claimed
that nobody is happy in the
15 months of Revanth Red-

el W

dy government.

"Show me a single per-
son in the whole of Telan-
gana who is happy in the 15
months of Revanth Reddy
government rule...The gov-
ernment employees whose
salaries we increased by
73% are all unhappy...More
than 480 farmers have com-
mitted suicide. There is only
despair in the whole state...
They (state government)
are misleading the public
and the governor...Congress

members themselves say
that no land deal happens
without paying 30% com-
mission...This government
has no vision, it only focuses
on commission..." he said.

The BRS working presi-
dent also slammed the gov-
ernor's speech and called it
"press meet" for Congress
workers at Gandhi Bhavan.

KTR stated that they were
expecting the Governor
to talk about farmers' and
reassure them. He further
claimed that more than 20
to 30 per cent of farmers'
loans have not been waived
yet.

In a social media post on
X, the official handle while
quoting KTR, wrote, "The
Governor's speech in the
Assembly was like a press

CM Yogi rolls out Rs 1,890 crore

gas subsidy for

TIKAM SHARMA
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath on Wednesday dis-
tributed Rs 1,890 crore in
subsidies for gas cylinder
refills to 1.86 crore eligible
families in Uttar Pradesh
under the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana. The initia-
tive was officially launched at
the Lok Bhavan Auditorium
in Lucknow, where the CM
symbolically handed over
cheques to 10 beneficiaries,
including Mamta Mishra,
Rampata, Rahnuma Begum,
Rubina, Shweta Singh, Rupa,
Sonam Shukla, Gudiya,
Mamta, and Shikha Gautam.
Addressing the event, CM
Yogi highlighted the trans-

Y

formation brought by the
Ujjwala Yojana, emphasiz-
ing that while gas connec-
tions once required hefty
bribes, today, 10 crore fami-
lies nationwide have received
them free of cost. He also
noted that free gas cylinders
are being provided on Holi
and Diwali, ensuring that
citizens can celebrate their
festivals with ease. With Holi
and Ramzan coinciding this
year, he stressed that the

1.86 crore families

scheme would benefit even
more families.

Recalling the launch of the
Ujjwala Yojana in 2016, CM
Yogi mentioned that nearly
two crore families in Uttar
Pradesh have benefited from
it. He reaffirmed the BJP
government’s 2021 election
promise of providing free
gas cylinders during Holi
and Diwali, stating that this
commitment has been hon-
oured every year since 2022.

meet for Congress work-
ers at Gandhi Bhavan.
We thought the governor
would say new things in
his speech. We thought he
would reassure the farmers.
More than 20 to 30 percent
of farmers' loans were not
waived. But... they told
blatant lies to the Governor
that the loan waiver was
complete."”

Earlier, on March 10,
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) leader Kalvakuntla
Kavitha launched a sharp
attack on the Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy-led Congress gov-
ernment, accusing it of
plunging Telangana into
financial distress with reck-
less borrowing and zero de-
livery on electoral promises.

students," the Tamil Nadu
Minister said on X.

Mahesh appealed to the
central government to sup-
port and acknowledge Tamil
Nadu's right to choose its
educational framework.

"What we need from you
is to please understand that
the diversity of India is its
strength, not its weakness.
By acknowledging and sup-
porting Tamil Nadu's right
to choose what is best for the
future of its children, you
will actually be doing a great
service to the future of Tamil
Nadu and its students," he
said.

On Tuesday, Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said that he stood
by his earlier statement in
the Lok Sabha that the DMK-
led Tamil Nadu government
had taken a "U-turn" on
implementing the centrally
sponsored PM SHRI scheme,
which seeks to strengthen
schools managed by the Cen-
tre, State, or Local bodies. He
also urged Chief Minister MK
Stalin to" not view NEP 2020
from a political lens."

BJP, JD(S) protest over 'tax
revenue misuse' in K'taka

TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

BJP and JD(S) MLAs
staged a protest at the
Vidhana Soudha, the
state legislative assembly
building, accusing the
Congress government of
misusing Karnataka's tax
revenue.

The protest focused on
allegations that the state
government was mis-
handling public funds
meant for the welfare of
the people.

BJP MLC CT Ravi, who
was present at the pro-
test, said, "This is the
public's money. The gov-
ernment is responsible
for all the money of the
public. The Culture Min-
ister says that we do not
have money to promote
Kannada. The Coopera-
tive Minister says that
we do not have money to
appoint farmers. Is the
money only for Congress
Party workers?"

Leader of Opposition in
the Assembly R Ashoka
said, "Kannadigas' tax
money is being misused
to pay salaries to Con-
gress workers under the
guise of guarantee imple-
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mentation committees."
Meanwhile, Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar on Tues-
day justified the State
government's decision to
reward Congress party
workers with positions
and benefits through gov-
ernment programmes.
Shivakumar was speak-
ing in the State Assembly,
replying to MLA M T
Krishnappa, who raised
theissue of party workers
occupying most positions
in the guarantee imple-
mentation committees."
There is nothing wrong
in accommodating the
party workers who
brought the party to pow-
er. The committees are set
up to ensure the delivery
of the Rs 52,000-crore
guarantee schemes to the
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people. But the Opposi-
tion is unable to digest
it," he said.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion R Ashoka raised the
point of distributing Rs
187 crore of government
money to party workers.

"Let this issue be taken
up in the House, we will
respond. Let us limit our-
selves to a discussion on
the budget right now,"
Shivakumar said.

"The people of the state
have blessed us with 138
seats. The Leader of the
Opposition and other
MLASs requested for po-
sitions in committees. It
is not my decision alone,
it needs to be discussed in
the Cabinet. Our govern-
ment will always be with
our party workers," he
added.

YSRCP voice of voiceless: Party chief Jagan

TDG NETWORK
TADEPALLI

Reiterating that YSRCP will continue to
be the voice of the voiceless, party Presi-
dent and former Chief Minister Jagan

Mohan Reddy said on Wednesday that
the party took birth out of struggle and
fighting against injustice is not new.
Speaking at the Party Formation Day
function held at the Party office here,
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy said of the 15
years, the party was in the Opposition
for ten years and has been with the peo-
ple speaking on their behalf. The party
owns up people's plight as its own and
has been with the people always, a re-

lease said.

Thanking the cadre for the support
throughout the journey, Reddy said,
concurrent to the Party Formation
Day, we are also protesting against the
government failure to clear the fees re-
imbursement dues putting students in

hardships.

"10 out of the 15 years after formation,
the party was in the Opposition and

Kerala CM, Governor meet
Finance Minister Sitharaman

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Kerala Chief
Minsiter Pina-
rayi Vijayan and
Governor Ra-
jendra Arlekar
on Wednesday
met Union Fi-
nance Minister
Nirmala Sith-

araman at Kerala House in New Delhi. Keralaleaders
met the Union Finance Minister to discuss the issues
of the state and present it to the Central government.

On Tuesday, the governor had called the meeting of

MPs from Kerala in Delhi where he urged the MPs to
move forward together, beyond political differences,
with the slogan of 'nation first' and 'Kerala also im-

portant'.

Vijayan said that it is heartening and exciting that the
Kerala Governor is with team Kerala and this is a new
beginning. "Let us move forward with this feeling,"

the CM said.
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has given a fitting reply highlighting
the failures of the government. Sitting
in the Opposition is not new and in the
next bout we will be bouncing back to
power," he said amid cheers from the

gathering.

"The coalition government has to

clear Vidaya Devena and Vidya Vasathi
amount to a tune of Rs Rs 7,100 crore
for both the years put together and it
has been neglecting it. The government
has allocated a meagre Rs 2,600 crore

putting the students' career in a jeop-

ardy. YSRCP being the voice of the peo-
ple has taken up the issue along with
students and parents on the Formation
Day," he stated.

Reddy further asserted, "The coali-
tion has failed on all the fronts. Farm-
ers, women, youth and all sections
feel cheated as the Super Six promises
made during elections were not being
honoured. Education, health, agricul-
ture and governance are badly affected
during the past ten months."

"On the other hand, YSRCP cadre
can proudly go to any house and they
will be welcomed with gratitude as our
government has delivered welfare to ev-
ery household in a transparent manner
and adhering to the welfare calendar.

Bihar Cong sees divide, resembling

crises in Haryana, Delhi

AJIT MAINDOLA
NEW DELHI

As the Bihar elections ap-
proach in October, the Con-
gress party finds itself divided
into two factions. One faction
is led by newly appointed
in-charge Krishna Alavaru,
NSUI in-charge Kanhaiya Ku-
mar, and Pappu Yadav, while
the other is headed by state
president Akhilesh Prasad
Singh and veteran party lead-
ers. This internal rift has cre-
ated uncertainty within the
party, with both sides compet-
ing for influence as they pre-
pare for the upcoming polls.
The split mirrors similar ten-
sions seen in other states like
Delhi and Haryana, raising
questions about Congress's

ability to present a united
front in the election.

The Congress party in Bihar
is currently facing internal
divisions, which have inten-
sified as the party prepares
for the upcoming yatra start-
ing March 17. Next week,
a crucial meeting will take
place where significant deci-
sions will be made, including
the future of state president
Akhilesh Prasad Singh, who
has expressed dissatisfaction
over being sidelined. Singh’s
frustration stems from his
perceived neglect within the
party, and there is speculation
that Congress might replace
him with another leader to
strengthen its position in Bi-
har.

This division within Congress

is not entirely new. For a long
time, the party in Bihar has
been in an alliance with the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (R]JD),
led by Lalu Yadav. Lalu has
been a loyal supporter of Con-
gress, standing by the party
through both good and bad
times, especially during So-
nia Gandhi’s leadership. How-
ever, the dynamics seem to be
changing, especially with the
rise of a new generation of
leaders within Congress.

One of the most surprising
moves came when Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi replaced
Mohan Prakash with Krishna
Alavaru as the in-charge for
Bihar. Mohan Prakash was
once considered close to Ra-
hul Gandhi, and his sudden
removal has raised eyebrows.

MP presents Rs 4,21,032 crore Budget, CM says it will open doors for growth in state

TDG NETWORK
BHOPAL

lakh crores.

CM Yadav said, "Today, a Rs

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav has called the state
budget for fiscal year 2025-26 a
historic budget and said that it
will open doors for development

of the state.

Deputy CM and Finance Min-
ister Jagdish Devda presented
the state budget of Rs 4,21,032
crores in the state assembly on
Wednesday. The budget amount
of this year is around 15 percent
more than that of the previous
year budget which was Rs 3.65

ment of the state."

transparency.

4.21 lakh crore Budget was pre-
sented in the state assembly
which is a historic budget till date
and sufficient fund provisions
have been made for all the sec-
tions in the budget. This budget
will open doors for the develop-

Finance Minister Devda said
that they took care of everyone
in the budget and launched a
'Mera Budget' book, which also
has a QR code, in an exercise of

"(This is a Budget for) all sec-

tions of society - youth, women,
farmers. We have taken care of
everyone. So, we came out with
a 'Mera Budget' book this time,
which also has a QR code. This

dasaid.

had never happened before..We
wanted transparency, for people
to know about the Budget," Dev-

CONG HOLDS ‘KARZ KI POTLI' PROTEST

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Congress MLAs staged a protest against
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led state government ahead of the
budget presentation in front of Mahatma Gandhi statue situated on
the premises of state assembly in Bhopal on Wednesday.

Congress MLAs, including Leader of Opposition (LoP), Umang Sing-
har were seen carrying black Potli (bundles tied up in cloth) on their
heads and had big chains wrapped around their shoulders.

The Congress leaders had also put up stickers ‘Karz ki Potli* (Bundle
of Debt) onthe cloth bundles and said that Madhya Pradesh was stuck
in the shackles of debt and had a huge debt burden on its head.

Former CM of Madhya Pradesh
and Union Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan congratulated CM Ya-
dav and Deputy CM Devda for

the state budget and said that
the budget is for Viksit Madhya
Pradesh and to fulfill Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's vision of
Viksit Bharat.

"I want to congratulate CM
Mohan Yadav and Dy CM & fi-
nance minister Jagdish Devda.
This budget is for Viksit Mad-
hya Pradesh, to fulfil PM Modi's
Viksit Bharat vision. This bud-
get is giving a new direction to
the development of the state and
people's welfare," Chouhan told
reporters.

On one hand, adequate provi-
sion has been made for infra-

structure and on the other hand,
all efforts have been made to
increase agriculture and invest-
ment in the budget. Be it agricul-
ture and allied sectors, irrigation,
rural development or urban de-
velopment, historical provisions
have been made in the budget, the
union minister said.

"The budget has unprecedented
provisions especially for women
be it Ladli Behna Yojna, Ladli
Lakshmi Yojna or other schemes
for the welfare of women. The
budget will be a milestone for
farmers, youth and for the wel-
fare of the poor," Chouhan added.
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ATISHI ALLEGES BIAS IN ASSEMBLY;
SPEAKER CALLS CHARGES ‘POLITICAL

Atishi claimed BJP MLAs were not marshalled out despite
similar chanting of ‘Modi’s’ name.

AAP ACCUSATIONS

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

fresh political row
has erupted as
eader of Opposi-

tion (LoP) in Delhi Assem-
bly Atishi on Wednesday
accused Speaker Vijender
Gupta of “undermining
democratic norms” by
selectively targeting op-
position MLAs during
the Assembly session that
concluded on March 3.Ina
letter addressed to Speaker
Gupta on Wednesday, Ati-
shi alleged that opposition
legislators were unfairly
marshalled out during the
lieutenant governor’s ad-
dress (on February 25) for
chanting slogans, whereas
BJP MLAs faced no action
for similar sloganeering.
“During the address of
the L-G (V K Saxena), slo-
ganeering was done by
MLAS of the opposition
and the ruling party. The
opposition raised slogans
of ‘Jai Bheem’, while the

B Atishi criticized the ban on suspended MLAs from the Assembly premises as

“unprecedented.”

B Shealleged AAP MLAs got only 14% speaking time in CAG report discussions,

while BJP got 86%.

B Speaker Gupta defended his actions, citing Assembly rules and the absence
of suspended AAP MLAs.
B The row coincides with BJP preparing to present its first budget on March 25
after winning the February elections.

ruling party raised slogans
of ‘Modi, Modi, Modi’. All
opposition MLAs were

Police busts cyber
fraud gang, 3 held
for phishing scam

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police has dis-
mantled an organized cyber
fraud syndicate operating
across India and arrested
three key members of the
gang for creating fake bank-
ing websites and phishing
links to deceive unsuspect-
ing victims, an official said
on Wednesday. The accused
used advanced digital tech-
niques to steal sensitive
banking information, lead-
ing to widespread financial
fraud, he said.

“The gang targeted people
by impersonating represen-
tatives of a renowned bank,

offering lucrative credit card
deals. Victims were sent
phishing links that directed
them to counterfeit banking
websites designed to collect
their personal and financial
information,” Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Outer
North) Nidhin Valsan said.

The officer further said
that the fraudsters utilised
Remote Desktop Protocol
(RDP) to hide their digital
footprints and operated
through fraudulent hosting
platforms to run their scam.

Police have linked over
500 complaints to this scam
through a portal of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs.

marshalled out of the As-
sembly, however, no rul-
ing party MLA was mar-

shalled out or asked to
leave despite repeated slo-
ganeering by them,” Atishi

wrote.

She also criticised the
decision to bar suspended
MLAs from the Assem-
bly premises, calling it
“unprecedented in inde-
pendent India.” Addition-
ally, she claimed that AAP
MLASs were allotted only
14 per cent of the speaking
time during discussions
on the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) re-
port, while BJP MLAs were
given 86 per cent.

“The Speaker’s role is not
to serve the ruling party’s
interests but to safeguard
the integrity of the legisla-
tive process,” she wrote,
demanding “equal treat-
ment for opposition MLASs,
fair allocation of speaking
time, and an end to blatant-
ly partisan actions.”

Terming Atishi’s allega-
tions as “political”, Speak-
er Vijender Gupta, in his
response, said that actions
against the AAP MLAs
were taken as per Assem-
bly rules.

NDLS stampede: Govt says
Rs 2.0lcr pald to 33 affected

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

A total of Rs 2.01 crore was
paid to 33 families whose
members either died or
got injured in the Febru-
ary 15 stampede at the New
Delhi Railway Station, the
government informed Lok
Sabha on Wednesday.

“In the instant case, an
ex gratia of 10 lakh to the
next of the kin of each de-
ceased, ¥2.50 lakh each to
the grievously injured and
and 1 lakh each to the sim-
ple injured has been paid,”
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said in a written
response to a question in
Lok Sabha.

The stampede happened
at the New Delhi Railway

Passengers wa|t ina queue out5|de New Delhi Railway Statlon
to board their train ahead of Holi festival, in New Delh. ANI

station in the evening of
February 15 amid a huge
rush of devotees headed to
the Maha Kumbh Mela in
Prayagraj.

In his response in Parlia-
ment, Vaishnaw did not give
the number of the deceased
and the injured, but after
the incident officials had
said the stampede killed 18

Centre, Delhi govt should decide over Sainik
Farm regulansatlon Delhi HC

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday said the Centre
and the Delhi government
should iron out the issue
of regularisation of Sainik
Farm colony in south Delhi
and asked the authorities
to sit together. Observing
neither was there a demoli-
tion action nor legalisation of
the colony, a bench of Chief
Justice D K Upadhyaya and
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela
sought the assistance of the
additional solicitor general
and the Delhi government
standing counsel.

“Matter is oscillating be-
tween the Centre and the
state. We can’t permit this

to go on and on. You have to
take a policy decision. We are
not saying what to do. Either

regularise or don't.... (but)
You are just dragging. Hume
na karna pade, court kar de
(let'snotdoit, let court doiit)..
All of you sit together and
find a solution, that is what
we propose,” the bench said.

It is hearing pleas, includ-
ing one filed in 2015, on the

colony’s regularisation.
“What we prima facie find
is that the concern raised in
the writ petitions needs to be
addressed by the Ministry
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment of government of
India, government of NCT
of Delhi and the MCD,” the
court said. The court posted
the hearing on April 16 and
asked the respective law-
yers to seek instructions on
the matter. The court pre-
viously asked the Centre to
take a decision on the issue
of regularisation of the colo-
ny. The Centre’s counsel on
Wednesday said the status
quo, in relation to the colony,
should continue as it was an
“affluent” neighbourhood
and neither repairs nor de-

molition could be permitted
there. The counsel appear-
ing for one of the petitioners
urged the court to allow re-
pairs in the meantime.

The court, however, asked
to observe the “larger pic-
ture” and said it could not
permit a party to “keep on
repairing without any sanc-
tion”. The houses, the bench
said, allegedly came up in
derogation of the law but
since the colony had been
around for so long, the au-
thorities were expected to
take a decision.

A policy could be framed
and the regulations could be
amended or development
charges could be collected
from its residents, if there
was a will, the court added.

people and left 15 injured.

Vaishnaw said a high-level
inquiry has been ordered
into the incident.

On other questions by
members on the stampede
and amenities created for
devotees during the Maha
Kumbh Mela, the railway
minister gave a detailed re-
sponse.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta meets veteran BJP leader L.K. Advani, in New Delhi. ANI

Police detains 24 Bangladeshi
nationals for illegal stay

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police has detained
24 illegal Bangladeshi im-
migrants, including two
minors, from south and
southeast Delhi in a week-
long operation, an official
said on Wednesday.

Thirteen Bangladeshi na-
tionals were detained from
south Delhi, while 11 illegal
immigrants, including two
minors, were detained from
southeast Delhi, a police of-
ficer said, adding that the
operation was launched on
March 6.

The crackdown came days
after Union Home Minister
Amit Shah chaired a review
meeting on the capital’s law
and order situation and in-
structed senior Delhi Police
officers to adopt a swift le-
gal approach while dealing
with illegal immigrants.

The detainees were found
in possession of national ID
cards issued by the Ban-
gladesh government, Joint
Commissioner of Police
(Southern Range), SK Jain,
said, adding that upon en-
tering India, they alleg-
edly used local contacts to

fraudulently obtain Indian
identity documents.

“The forged documents
are now being forwarded
to the respective authorities
for cancellation,” Jain said.

Action is also being taken
against the local contacts
who assisted them in ob-
taining Indian ID cards,
the officer said, adding
that the detainees are being
processed for deportation
through the Foreigners Re-
gional Registration Office
(FRRO).

The immigrants crossed
into India via the Benapole
and Hakimpur borders
in West Bengal, and then
travelled to Delhi by train,

the officer said.

“The authorities are inten-
sifying efforts to trace and
apprehend individuals and
networks responsible for
facilitating their illegal en-
try and stay in India,” Jain
said.

The women detainees
worked as housemaids in
the Bengali-dominated
areas such as CR Park in
south Delhi, while the men
were largely engaged in the
unorganised sector, the of-
ficer said.

“Since they spoke Bengali
fluently, they often intro-
duced themselves as mi-
grants from West Bengal to
avoid suspicion,” Jain said.

AAP protests accusing BJP of missing
deadline on poll pr0m1ses

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

AAP leader Rituraj Jha
staged a protest at ITO in
Delhi, saying the BJP has
not fulfilled its election
promises of providing Rs
2,500 to women and dis-
tributing free gas cylinders
by Holi.On March 8, the
BJP government in Delhi
has approved the Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana to pro-
vide a monthly assistance
of Rs 2,500 each to eligible
women and allocated Rs
5,100 crore for the imple-
mentation of the scheme.

The AAP has alleged that
the BJP has failed to meet its
deadline for implementing
the welfare schemes.

Holding a gas cylinder on
his head, Jha, aformer MLA
from Kirari, said “Women
in Delhi were promised Rs
2,500 on March 8 and a free
cylinder for Holi. However,
the BJP has not delivered on
either promise.”

Demonstrators carried a
placard shaped like a gas

CEr=IY TSUh oA |
cylinder, as they raised
slogans of “free ka cylinder
kab ayega? Rs 2,500 kab
ayega? (When will the free
cylinder come? When will
we get Rs 2,5002).”

Speaking media, a pro-
tester Seema said, “We
were promised Rs 2,500 on
March 8, but it has already

Holding a gas
cylinder on bis bead,
Fha, aformer MLA
from Kirari, said
“Women in Delbi
were promised
Rs2,5000n

March 8 and afree
cylinder for Holi.

been four days. When will
we get the money, or was it
just a false promise?”
“Holi is just a day away
and we still haven’t received
the free cylinder,” Suren-
der, another protester said.

‘Humidity in Delhi’s air could underestlmate pollution by up to 20%’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Fine particulate matter
could be absorbing mois-
ture from Delhi’s humid air
during winters, which could
result in an underestimation
of the city’s PM1 pollution
by up to 20 per cent, accord-
ing to a new study.
Researchers, including
those from the University of
Birmingham, UK, explained
that the swelling of fine par-
ticulate matter by absorb-
ing water from the humid
air -- hygroscopic growth

-- reduces the efficiency of
sampling devices, possibly
leading to underestimation.

The study, published in
the journal npj Clean Air,
“fills in the gap in the under-
standing of PM1 pollution in
the most polluted megacity
in the world.”

New Delhi remained the
world’s most polluted capi-
tal city, according to the
2024 World Air Quality
report by IQAir, a Swiss or-
ganization.

PMI particles, sized under
amicron in diameter, are es-
pecially dangerous as they

can penetrate lung tissue
and enter the bloodstream,
IQAIr explains.

Study author Ying Chen,
from the University of Bir-
mingham, said, “When
carrying out air quality as-
sessments, it is crucial to
consider hygroscopic
growth and the potential for
significant underestimation
of pollution levels in humid
conditions.”

The greatest underesti-
mates in pollution levels oc-
cur during the rush hours
of winter mornings in
December-January, when

humidity is at its peak and
pollution is most severe, the
researchers said.

“The underestimate can be
up to 20 percent (or 50 mi-

crograms per cubic meter)
of PM1 concentration on av-
erage during humid winter
morning rush hours,” they
wrote.

In contrast, pollution esti-
mates during the monsoon
season show negligible
bias, as the swollen pollut-
ant particles are washed out
by heavy rainfall, the team
added. Controlling emis-
sions from biomass burn-
ing and residential sources
-- which contain highly
hygroscopic chlorine par-
ticles -- could effectively
improve air quality and
reduce this bias, thereby
helping improve how air
quality is understood, the
study suggested. Chen said,
“This study highlights the

true extent of air pollution
in New Delhi and offers a
framework for more accu-
rate future assessments that
better inform public health
strategies and mitigation ef-
forts.”

The team also found that
the second-highest under-
estimate of over 8.5 percent
occurs during the rush hour
of spring mornings (Febru-
ary to March), when an av-
erage relative humidity of
80 percent prevails.

However, negligible bias,
and therefore underesti-
mation, was found during

the wettest months of the
monsoon (July to Septem-
ber) and the driest months
of summer (April to June).

While frequent rains dur-
ing the monsoon wash out
hygroscopic particles, low
levels of humidity during
the summer limit the swell-
ing of pollutant particles
-- both resulting in negli-
gible bias, the researchers
explained. Chen also called
for more on-site observa-
tions of PM2.5 and PM10 to
gain a more rounded under-
standing of air pollution in
New Delhi.
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SHAH TO VISIT ASSAM, MIZORAM ON MARCH 14-16

Shah will
addressthe
57th annual

conference
of the
AllBodo
Students'
Union
(ABSU)in
Kokrajhar.

TDG NETWORK
GUWAHATI

nion Home Min-
ister Amit Shah
will embark on a

three-day visit to Assam
and Mizoram beginning
March 14 during which
he will address the an-
nual conference of the
All Bodo Students' Union
in Kokrajhar and grace a
function for shifting of
Assam Rifles establish-
ments from Aizawl to
Zokhawsang.

Shah will also review

SHAH'S NORTHEAST VISIT

Shah will attend a function
in Mizoram for shifting As-
sam Rifles establishments
from Aizawl to Zokhaw-
sang.

On March 15, Shah will visit
the Lachit Borphukan Po-

lice Academy in Assam'’s |

Golaghat district, which
trains police personnel.

On March 16, Shah will re-
view the implementation of

three new criminal laws in Northeastern states in Guwahati.

Shah has been reviewing the implementation of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,

Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam

the implementation of
the three new criminal
laws in the Northeastern
states in Guwahati on
March 16 before return-
ing to Delhi, officials said.

The home minister will
arrive at Dergaon in As-
sam's Golaghat district
on the night of March
14 and stay at the Lachit
Borphukan Police Acad-
emy.

On March 15, he will
attend a function at the
police academy, which
trains police personnel of
different ranks of Assam

and a few other North-
eastern states.

Then he will travel to
Mizoram to attend a
function for shifting of
Assam Rifles establish-
ments from Aizawl to
Zokhawsang, around 15
km from the state capital,
an official said.

He will return to Guwa-
hati in the evening after
attending the Aizawl
function.

The Mizoram govern-
ment and Assam Rifles
had signed a formal
agreement on October

CBI, Kerala Police arrest crypto
exchange founder, wanted in US

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

In a major action, the joint
team CBI and Kerala Police
have arrested Lithuanian
national Aleksej Bescio-
kov, who was wanted by
the United States. He was
wanted in the US for set-
ting up cryptocurrency ex-
change Garantex allegedly
to launder the proceeds of
criminal activities, includ-
ing ransomware, officials
said Wednesday.

The officials said that he
was arrested when he was
allegedly plotting to escape
from the country. As per
the US Secret Service docu-
ments, since 2019, Bescio-
kov allegedly "controlled
and operated" Garantex,
which facilitated money
laundering to the tune of
at least $96 billion in cryp-
tocurrency transactions
by transnational criminal
organisations (including
terrorist organisations) and
violated sanctions.

"Garantex received hun-
dreds of millions in crimi-
nal proceeds and was used
to facilitate various crimes,
including hacking, ransom-
ware, terrorism, and drug
trafficking, often with sub-
stantial impact to US vic-

tims," it said.

The US document said
Besciokov was Garantex's
primary technical adminis-
trator and was responsible
for obtaining and maintain-
ing the critical infrastruc-
ture of the platform as well
asreviewing and approving
transactions.

The indictment docu-
ments cited by the Secret
Service said Besciokov is
charged with one count of
conspiracy to commit mon-
ey laundering, which carries
a maximum sentence of 20
years in prison.

He is also charged with
one count of conspiracy to
violate the International
Economic Emergency Pow-
ers Act—which also carries
a maximum sentence of 20
years in person—and with
conspiracy to operate an
unlicensed money-trans-

COLOUR OF HAPPINESS

mitting business, which car-
ries a maximum sentence of
five years in prison.

In a statement, the CBI
spokesperson said, "On a
request submitted by the
USA, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, acting under the
Extradition Act, 1962, got
issued a provisional arrest
warrant on March 10, 2025
against the subject from
ACJM Patiala House Court
in Delhi. The IPCU, CBI co-
ordinated with Kerala Po-
lice for the arrest of fugitive
criminal Aleksej Besciokov.
The subject would be pro-
duced before the Patiala
House Court by the Kerala
Police."

The statement further
read that he is wanted for
facing trial before the Unit-
ed States District Court for
the Eastern District Court of
Virginia." On March 6, the
US Secret Service executed
a seizure order authorised
by a judge in the Eastern
District of Virginia against
three website domain
names used to support Ga-
rantex’s operations to pre-
vent these sites from being
used for money laundering
and additional crimes. The
US authorities also froze
over USD 26 million as part
of the action.

23 last year in New Delhi
for relocating the para-
military force's establish-
ments from the heart of
Aizawl to the designated
battalion complex at Zo-
khawsang.

On March 16, Shah will
travel to Assam's Kokra-
jhar where he will attend
the 57th annual confer-
ence of the All Bodo Stu-
dents' Union (ABSU).

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
and Bodoland Territori-
al Region chief executive
member Pramod Boro,

among others, will attend
the conference.

ABSU president Dipen
Boro said the conference
at Dotma in Kokrajhar
district will bring to-
gether policymakers, ed-
ucators, and community
leaders for discussions
on education and youth
development.

Later in the day, in Gu-
wahati, the home minis-
ter will review the imple-
mentation of the three
new criminal laws in the
Northeastern states be-
fore returning to Delhi.

The Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam re-
placed the colonial era
Indian Penal Code, the
Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure and the Indian
Evidence Act of 1872, re-
spectively.

The new laws came
into effect from July 11ast
year.

Shah has so far re-
viewed the implementa-
tion of the three laws in
over a dozen states and
Union territories and
given necessary direc-
tions in this regard.

549 Indians rescued from cybercrime

centres on Myanm

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

India has brought back 549
of its citizens in two military
aircraft after securing their
release from cybercrime
centres located along the
Myanmar-Thailand border,
according to the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA).
The Indians were victims of
fakejob offers, officials said.

In a post on X, MEA
Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said the govern-
ment of India arranged for
the safe repatriation of 266
Indians on Tuesday on-
board an Indian Air Force
aircraft.

On Monday, 283 Indians
were similarly repatriated,
he said.

In a post on X, MEA
Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said the govern-
ment of India arranged for
the safe repatriation of 266
Indians on Tuesday on-
board an Indian Air Force
aircraft.

On Monday, 283 Indians
were similarly repatriated,
he said.

The Indian nationals,
mostly from Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Punjab, Andhra
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh

_

orses

were lured with fake job of-
fers to either Thailand or
Myanmar. They were then
taken to cybercrime centres
in Myanmar's Myawaddy
region, he said.

The Indian embassies in
Myanmar and Thailand
worked with the govern-
ments of the two countries
for the release and repa-
triation of the Indians, he
added. The MEA said on
Monday that the govern-
ment has been making sus-
tained efforts for the release
of Indians lured to various
Southeast Asian countries,
including Myanmar, with
fake job offers.

"These persons were sub-
sequently made to indulge

No intel shared by Centre on ban on
Mirwaiz’s AAC: Omar

TDG NETWORK
GULMARG

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Wednesday said the Centre
has not shared any intelli-
gence with his government
that could have warranted
the ban on Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq’s Awami Action
Committee (AAC), and as-
serted he was not in favour
of such decisions.

The Centre had on Tues-
day banned the AAC,
headed by Kashmir’s influ-
ential cleric Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq, and Shia leader
Masroor Abbas Ansari-led
IM for five years for their
alleged anti-national activi-
ties, supporting terrorism
and fuelling secessionist
activities.

“I do not know the basis
of the ban. This is not under
the purview of the elected
government (in J-K) and the
intelligence on the basis of
which it has taken place has
not been shared with us,”
Abdullah told reporters
here after the culmination of
the fifth edition of the Khelo
India Winter Games.

However, Abdullah said,
“On principle, we have never
been in favour of such deci-
sions”.

People smear colours on each other as they celebrate Holi, in Kullu. ANI

“Since the Mirwaiz was
released from house arrest,
I have not seen any objec-
tionable statement from
him, but we do not have any
information about the rea-
sons behind the ban. (But),
we will see what to do (about
it) in the future,” he added.

PDP leader Mehbooba
Mufti on Wednesday ques-
tioned the “silence” of the
NC government over the
decision, saying the people
had expectations from the
elected government that it
would safeguard them, “but
quite the opposite is happen-
ing”.

“Earlier, the BJP banned
Jamaat-e-Islami (Jel), it was
done under the LG rule and
we could not do anything
about it, but we raised our
voices. Today, when there is
apeople’s government, more
atrocities are happening and

the ruling party is silent and
not doing anything.

“Such actions are wrong
and abnormal, but because
of the silence of the ruling
party, these seem to be nor-
mal,” she said.

To a question whether
the ban was because of the
Mirwaiz’s criticism of the
recently held fashion show
at the resort, Chief Minister
Abdullah said, “You cannot
say that”.

The fashion show in the
skiresort of Gulmarg during
the fasting month of Ram-
zan evoked widespread criti-
cism, with Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq saying obscenity in
the name of tourism promo-
tion will not be tolerated.

Asked about the BJP’s
charge that the hotel where
the fashion show took place
belongs to one of his rela-
tives, the J-K chief minister

said, “Yes, the hotel belongs
to one of my relatives, and I
am not denying that”.

“There are two hotels in
Gulmarg that belong to my
relatives — Nedous and the
Highland Park. But, I will
not say anything more than
what I have said in the as-
sembly,” he said.

Asked whether any action
will take place, the CM said,
“If something has been done
against the law, then action
will take place.” Referring
to the Khelo India Games,
Abdullah lamented that J-K
could not find a place in the
top three spots in the medal
tally.

“Icongratulate the Army, HP
and Ladakh, but I regret also
that the skiing started in this
country from Gulmarg, but we
are not in the first three posi-
tions. We will have to make ar-
rangements for infrastructure
and coaches for our athletes.

“T'hope that this year, we will
upgrade the infrastructure for
skiing, so that when the sixth
Khelo India Games take place
next year, J-K is in the first
three spots,” he said.

He also welcomed Union
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya’s announcement about
the creation of a centre of ex-
cellence for winter sports in
Gulmarg.

ar-Thailand border

in cybercrime and engage
in other fraudulent activi-
ties in scam centres oper-
ating in regions along the
Myanmar-Thailand bor-
der," it said in a statement.

"The government of In-
dia wishes to reiterate its
caution, circulated earlier
from time to time through
advisories and social media
posts, about such rackets,"
it added.

"Indian nationals are
once again advised to ver-
ify credentials of foreign
employers through Mis-
sions abroad and check the
antecedents of recruiting
agents and companies be-
fore taking up a job offer,"
the ministry said.

Vice President
Dhankhar
discharged
from AIIMS

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar has been dis-
charged from the All India
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS), New Delhi,
following cardiac-related
treatment.

VP Dhankhar was admit-
ted to the cardiac Depart-
ment at AIIMS on March 9.

In a statement, AIIMS
said, "After receiving nec-
essary care by the medical
team at AIIMS, he made
satisfactory recovery and
was discharged on March
12. He has been advised to
take adequate rest for the
next few days."

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday vis-
ited the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences in the
national capital and en-
quired about the health
of Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar.

In a post on X, PM Modi
said, "Went to AIIMS and
enquired about the health
of Vice President Shri Jag-
deep Dhankhar Ji. I pray
for his good health and
speedy recovery. @V PIn-
dia"

Assam CM meets EU Ambassador to
discuss key collaborations

TIKAM SHARMA
NEW DELHI

Assam Chief Minister Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma met
with the European Union
Ambassador to India,
Hervé Delphin, at the lat-
ter’s official residence, on
Wednesday. During their
interaction, Dr. Sarma con-
veyed his sincere gratitude
to Ambassador Delphin
and, through him, to the
Heads of Mission of EU
member countries for their
invaluable support in the
successful organization of
the recently concluded Ad-
vantage Assam Summit 2.0
in Guwahati. During this
meet Chief Minister wel-
comed the initiatives and
assured EU Ambassador
that the Assam Govern-
ment would extend its full
cooperation in facilitating

the office’s establishment,
working in coordination
with the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, Government of
India.

The discussion between

the Chief Minister and the
EU Ambassador was both
insightful and productive,
focusing on potential col-
laborations in various key
sectors such as clean energy;,
semiconductors, higher ed-
ucation, skill development,
and the aromatics and fra-
grances industry. Ambas-
sador Delphin apprised Dr.
Sarma that the European
Union is currently consider-
ing the establishment of an
EU Programme Manage-
ment Office in Guwahati. In
response, the Chief Minister
warmly welcomed this ini-
tiative and assured that the
Assam Government would
extend its full cooperation
in facilitating the office’s
establishment, working in
coordination with the Min-
istry of External Affairs,
Government of India.
Later, Chief Minister Dr.

Sarma took to the micro-
blogging platform X (for-
merly Twitter) to express
his appreciation. In his
post, he wrote, “Today in
New Delhi, I extended my
heartfelt gratitude to EU
Amblndia H.E. Hervé Del-
phin and, through him, to
the other Heads of Mission
of EU member nations for
their valuable support at
Advantage Assam 2.0. Had
an engaging discussion on
potential collaborations in
clean energy, semiconduc-
tors, higher education, skill
development, and the aro-
matics and fragrances sec-
tor. Encouraged tolearn that
the EU is exploring the idea
of setting up a Programme
Management Office in Gu-
wahati. Assam will provide
complete support to this ini-
tiative under the guidance of
the MEA, Gol.
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CPIINFLATION FOR FEB AT SEVEN-MONTH LOW

All India Consumer Food Price Index recorded inflation rate of 3.75% in February

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

showed a significant im-

provement in February
2025, as the year-on-year
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
inflation rate stood at 3.61
per cent, marking a decline
of 65 basis points from the
previous month.

This marks the lowest in-
flation level since July 2024,
signaling a respite for con-
sumers amid the challeng-
ing economic climate.

The February inflation
data, released by the Min-
istry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation,
reflects a substantial easing
of price pressures, particu-
larly in the food sector.

The All India Consumer
Food Price Index (CFPI) re-
corded a year-on-year infla-
tion rate of 3.75 per cent in
February 2025, which also
represents a sharp decline
of 222 basis points com-
pared to January 2025. This
marks the lowest food infla-
tion since May 2023.

As per the CPI data, the
inflationary trend also
showed varying impacts in
rural and urban sectors. In
rural areas, both headline

India’s inflation outlook

B [nflation Drops: CPlinflation §
fell to 3.61% in February,
lowest since July 2024.

B Food Relief: Food inflation
dropped to 3.75%, lowest

since May 2023.

B Ruralvs Urban: Ruralinfla-

tion fell to 3.79%; urban to | -

3.32%.

B Sector Trends: Housing, |
health, and transport costs "
rose slightly; food prices fell.

Urban beadline inflation decreased
from3.87 percentin January to
3.32 percent in February.

and food inflation saw a
marked decrease.

The rural CPI inflation
dropped from 4.59 per cent
in January to 3.79 per cent
in February, while food in-
flation in rural areas plum-
meted from 6.31 per cent to
4.06 per cent over the same
period.

In urban areas, the de-
cline in inflation was also
noteworthy, with urban
headline inflation decreas-
ing from 3.87 per cent

in January to 3.32 per cent
in February. Food inflation
in urban areas saw an even
steeper drop, from 5.53 per
cent in January to 3.20 per
cent in February, contribut-
ing to the overall slowdown
in inflation.
Sector-specific inflation
trends revealed mixed re-
sults for February. As per
the February data, the hous-
ing inflation saw a slight up-
tick to 2.91 per cent in Feb-
ruary from 2.82 per cent in

Fuel and light inflation
remained negative, at -1.33
per cent, though it showed
a slight improvement from
-1.49 per cent in January.

Education inflation re-
mained stable at 3.83
per cent, while health
inflation increased
marginally to 4.12 per cent
from 3.97 per cent in Janu-
ary. Transport and commu-
nication inflation, on the
other hand, saw a modest
rise to 2.87 per cent from
2.76 per cent.

The sharp decline in in-
flation, particularly in food
categories, was largely at-
tributed to falling prices in
key items like vegetables,

Sunil Mittal welcomes collaboration of
telecom and satellite players

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Bharti Enterprises Chair-
man Sunil Bharti Mittal has
welcomed the collaboration
between telecom and satel-
lite companies, calling it a
major step towards global
connectivity.

His statement comes after
Airtel and Reliance Jio part-
nered with Elon Musk’s
SpaceX to bring Starlink to
India.

Mittal emphasized that
partnerships between tele-
com and satellite companies
will allow customers to stay
connected even in the most
remote parts of the world,
including oceans and skies.

He referred to his speech
at the recently concluded

Mobile World Congress
(MWC) 2025 in Barcelona,
where he urged telecom and
satellite companies to work
together to ensure universal
coverage.

“In my opening remark
at the recently concluded
Mobile World Congress
2025 in Barcelona, I made
a call to both the telecom
and satellite players to work
together, combine their
strengths, and complete the

mission of connecting the
unconnected, covering the
oceans and the skies as well
as difficult-to-reach areas.
I am glad that this is being
followed through with active
announcements of partner-
ships between satellite com-
panies and telecom opera-
tors,” Mittal said.

He also recalled a similar
appeal he made at Mobile
World Congress 2017 at
Barcelona Spain when he
urged telecom operators to
lower international roam-
ing charges. Back then, high
roaming rates forced cus-
tomers to rely on local SIM
cards or Wi-Fi hotspots
when travelling abroad.

Mittal said the industry
took action, and roaming
charges dropped significant-

ly, making international mo-
bile usage more affordable.

Mittal believes that the
telecom sector would em-
brace satellite technology
just as it has adopted ad-
vancements like 4G, 5G, and
the upcoming 6G.

“For the telecom industry,
the addition of satellite tech-
nology should be no differ-
ent from bringing new tech-
nologies to its customers.
Just like 4G, 5G, and 6G in
the future, we will now have
one more technology in our
mix, ie. SAT-G.,” Mittal said.

He also shared that with
this advancement, custom-
ers will soon be able to use
their mobile phones any-
where in the world, even in
remote areas, across oceans,
and while flying in the sky.

WPI INFLATION

DROPS TO 2%

India’s Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) inflation is
expected to drop to 2% in
February 2025 from 2.3%
in January, driven by lower
oil prices and a seasonal
decline in food prices, ac-
cording to Union Bank of
India. Vegetable prices fell
12% month-on-month,
while edible oil prices in-
creased slightly. Fuel pric-
es remained negative due
to weak global demand
under U.S. President
Trump’s second term.
Core WPI, excluding food
and fuel, also eased due to
lower global energy pric-
es, though rising metal
costs limited the decline.
WPl inflation is expected
to stay low amid softening
global prices, but trade
wars and supply chain is-
sues could affect future
trends.

egg, meat & fish, pulses,
and milk products. These
price corrections have pro-
vided much-needed relief to
households grappling with
the high cost of living in re-
cent months.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

India’s Index of Industrial
Production (ITP), a measure
of industrial output, re-
corded a growth of 5.0 per
cent compared to the same
month last year, as per the
quick estimates released by
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
on Wednesday.

This growth marksa sharp
acceleration from the 3.2
per cent growth reported in
December 2024, as per the
quick estimates released by
the ministry’s data.

The data reveals positive
performance across key
sectors of the economy, with
growth seenin Mining, Manu-
facturing, and Electricity. The
IIP for January 2025 stands at
161.3, up from153.6 in January
2024, reflectingabroad-based
recovery inindustrial activity.

The Mining sector recorded
a growth of 4.4 per cent in
January 2025, continuing its
positive momentum.

Manufacturing saw anim-
pressive growth of 5.5 per cent
in January 2025, driven by
strong performance in several
key industry groups.

The Electricity sector grew
at amore modest pace of 2.4
per cent, still contributing
positively to the overall in-
dustrial growth.

records 5% growth in January

Basic metal manufacturing which grew by
6.3 per cent, with significant contributions
from flat products of alloy steel, pipes

and tubes of steel and others metals.

Within the manufacturing
sector, 19 out of 23 industry
groups at the NIC 2-digit level
showed positive growth in
January 2025. Notable con-
tributorstothe growthinclude
basic metal manufacturing
which grew by 6.3 per cent,
with significant contributions
from flat products of alloy
steel, pipes and tubes of steel
and others metals.

Manufacture of Coke and
Refined Petroleum Prod-
ucts recorded an 8.5 per
cent growth, largely driven
by items like Diesel, Petrol/
Motor Spirit, and Liquefied

Petroleum Gas (LPG).

Manufacture of Elec-
trical Equipment
segment showed a substan-
tial growth of 21.7 per cent,
with key contributorssuch as
Transformers (Small), end-
facing connector for optical
fibers and cables, and Electric
heaters.

As per the data, the pri-
mary drivers of industrial
growthin January 2025 were
Primary Goods, Infrastruc-
ture/Construction Goods,
and Intermediate Goods,
all of which saw substantial
growth rates.

5G services now available in 773 districts: Centre

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Fifth Generation or 5G ser-
vices have been rolled out
in all States/ UTs across
the country and are cur-
rently available in 773 out
of 776 districts, including
Lakshadweep, Minister of
State for Communications
and Rural Development
Dr Pemmasani Chandra
Sekhar informed the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday.

In reply to a question in
the lower house, MoS in-
formed that as of February
28 in the current year, 4.69
lakhs 5G Base Transceiver
Stations (BTSs) had been
installed by Telecom Service
Providers (TSPs) across the
country.

The reply added that
Telecom Service Providers
(TSPs) have expanded 5G

Stock markets end flat amid volatile session

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Indian stock markets contin-
ueto follow the trends of pre-
vious session on Wednesday
and ended flat in the volatile
session, as investor’s senti-
ment impacted by the con-
cerns such as overvaluation,
threats of tariff war, and cur-
rency depreciation.

At the end of today’s trad-
ing session in the Indian
markets, the BSE Sensex
stood at 74,029.76, down
72.56 points or 0.10 per cent
and the Nifty at National
Stock Exchange was down
2740 points or 0.12 per cent
at 22,470.50.

At NSE, the gainers were
IndusInd Bank, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, Tata Motors,
ITC, Bajaj Finance while
the stocks of Infosys, Wipro,
Tech Mahindra, Nestle, TCS
remained the top losers.
At BSE, both BSE Midcap
and smallcap indices down
around O.5 per cent each.

Sectorally at NSE, auto,
bank, pharma saw an up of
around O.5 per cent each.
On the other hand metal, IT,
realty, telecom, PSU Bank,
media were down 0.5-3 per
cent.

The domestic benchmark
index, Nifty, opened on a
positive note on Wednesday,
but following initial volatil-

ity, the index experienced
selling pressure and settled
on a negative one at 22,471.
The volatility index, India
VIX, cooled off by 2.70 per
cent to 13.69, indicating a
drop in market volatility.
The Bank Nifty index
opened on a positive note,
maintained buying inter-
est throughout the day, and
settled higher at 48,057.
“The initial selloff was
driven by concerns over
global trade policies fol-
lowing President Trump’s
warning about potentially
doubling tariffs on Canadian
steel and aluminum, which
weighed on investor senti-
ment,” said Sundar Kewat,

Trade deficit likely narrowed to
$21.5 billion in Feb: Report

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

India’s trade deficit likely nar-
rowed to $21.5 billion in Febru-
ary, down from $23 billion in
January, according to a report
by Union Bank of India.

However, the report also not-
ed that the geopolitical risks,
especially concerns over tar-
iffs, will continue to influence
trade dynamics.

It said “Merchandise trade
deficit likely narrowed in
Feb’25 to $21.5 bln vis-a-vis
$23.0 bln a month ago”.

The report suggested that the
reduction in the merchandise
trade deficit was mainly driven
by a moderation in the Non-
Oil-Non-Gold (NONG) seg-
ment, supported by seasonal
factors during the quarter.

Despite this improvement,
the report added that the ex-
tent of recovery in trade bal-
ance may be limited due to
growing concerns over new
trade restrictions and tariffin-
creases following the change in
the U.S. administration.

The oil trade deficit is also
expected to have narrowed in

February, supported by a fall
in global Brent crude oil prices.
Brent crude dropped to $74.95
per barrel in February from
$78.35 per barrel in January.
A notable trend was
the decline in oil im-
ports from Russia, which
fell 14.5 per cent month-on-
month to 1.43 million bpd,
the lowest level since January
2023. As a result, Russia’s
share in India’s total oil im-
ports dropped to around 30
per cent in February, a sharp
decline from the 2024 average
of approximately 38 per cent.

Technical and Derivatives
Analyst, Ashika Institu-
tional Equity.

Observing the markets,
Bajaj Broking Research
team in a note added, “Buy-
ing interest emerged near
yesterday’s low, allowing
the index to recover most of
the losses and close margin-
ally lower by 0.12 per cent
at 22,470.50. The broader
market showed a corrective
bias, with the Nifty midcap
and small-cap indices end-
ing the session down by 0.6
per cent and 0.3 per cent, re-
spectively. Key economic in-
dicators, including CPI data
for the US and India, along
with India’s IIP data, are set

tobe released today after the
market closes.”

“Analysis suggests that the
ongoing correction is not
purely price-based but due
to concerns such as over-
valuation, GDP contrac-
tion, trade deficits, threats
of tariff war, and currency
depreciation. Investors who
have missed the previous
opportunity should focus on
accumulating value stocks,
while existing investors
should hedge their portfo-
lios and remain invested as
the markets will eventually
recover,” said VLA Ambala,
Co-Founder of Stock Market
Today observing the stock
markets.

services across the coun-
try and have gone beyond
the minimum rollout ob-
ligations prescribed in the
Notice Inviting Application
(NIA) for spectrum auction.

He further added that the
expansion of mobile servic-
es beyond these obligations
depends on the techno-
commercial consideration
of the TSPs.

Separately, Union Minister
of Commerce and Industry

Inreply to a question in the lower bouse,
MoS informed that as of February

28 inthe current year, 4.69 lakbs 5G
Base Transceiver Stations (BTSs)

had been installed by Telecom Service
Providers (TSPs) across the country.

Piyush Goyal said in Febru-
ary that the entire country
would be working only on
5G by the end of the cal-
endar year 2026. We have
already started developing
our indigenous technology
for 6G for telecom connec-
tivity, he added.

The minister underlined
India’s impressive infra-
structure progress, stating
thatin the last decade, India
has doubled its port capac-
ity and expanded its airport

network from 74 to over 150,
with plans to increase this
figure to 225 airports within
the next five to six years.

The fifth generation of cel-
lular wireless technology is
known as 5G. Compared
to 4G, it is intended to be
quicker, more dependable,
and more adaptable. 5G is
anticipated to enable emerg-
ing technologies like self-
driving cars and enhance
connections in both urban
and rural areas.

Jio to bring Starlink high-speed
internet to its customers

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Jio Platforms Limited (JPL)
announced an agreement
with SpaceX to offer Starlink’s
broadband internet services
to its customers in India.

The company on Wednes-
day stated that this agree-
ment, which is subject to
SpaceX receiving its autho-
rizations to sell Starlink in
India, enables Jio and SpaceX
to explore how Starlink can
extend Jio’s offerings and how
Jio can complement SpaceX’s
direct offerings to consumers
and businesses.

It said, “Jio will make Star-
link solutions available
through its retail outlets as
well as through its online
storefronts”.

Through this agreement,
the parties will leverage Jio's
position as the world’s larg-
est mobile operator in terms
of data traffic and Starlink’s
position as the world’s leading
low Earth orbit satellite con-
stellation operator to deliver
reliable broadband services
across the country, including
the most rural and remote re-
gions of India.

The company also stated
that it will not only offer Star-

link equipment in its retail
outlets but will establish a
mechanism to support cus-
tomer service installation and
activation.

The company added that
the agreement with SpaceX
is part of its commitment to
ensuring that reliable inter-
net is fully accessible to all en-
terprises, small and medium
businesses, and communities
across India.

Starlink complements Jio-
AirFiber and JioFiber by ex-
tending high-speed internet to
the most challenging of loca-
tions in a quick and affordable
manner.

First-ever Exploration Licence auction today

TDG NETWORK
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The Ministry of Mines is
set to launch the nation’s
first-ever auction of Ex-
ploration Licences (ELs)
in Goa on March 13, the
Ministry of Mines said on
Wednesday.

The ministry said that the
move is a major reform to
unlock India’s untapped
critical and deep-seated
mineral resources.

Exploration licenses per-
tain to licences granted

for undertaking recon-
naissance and prospect-
ing operations for critical
and deep-seated miner-
als. These licenses allow
private sector players in
finding and evaluating
mineral deposits. As per
the Ministry’s release, the
programme will also fea-
ture a Roadshow on the Sth
Tranche of Critical Mineral
Blocks and the launch of AT
Hackathon 2025, a Mineral
Exploration Hackathon fo-
cused on “Mineral Target-
ing using AI”.

The event will be graced
by Union Minister for
Coal and Mines, G Kishan
Reddy, and Chief Minister
of Goa, Dr Pramod Sawant.

With the enactment of
the MMDR Amendment
Act, 2023, Exploration
Licences were introduced
to allow private participa-
tion in reconnaissance and
prospecting for 29 critical
and deep-seated minerals,
including lithium, copper,
cobalt, gold, silver, REEs,
and PGEs, listed in the
new Seventh Schedule of

the Act.

To facilitate smooth im-
plementation, the Central
Government exercised its
powers under Section 20A
of the MMDR Act, issuing
an order on 21.10.2024 to
conduct the EL auction
process.

In the first phase, the
Ministry will auction 13
Exploration Blocks for
minerals like REE, Zinc,
Diamond, Copper, and
PGE, through a transpar-
ent online bidding process.
Tender documents for

Tranche I will be available
on the MSTC auction plat-
form from March 20, 2025.

The ministry said that the
step is expected to acceler-
ate exploration, increase
private sector participa-
tion, and bolster India’s
mineral security and self-
reliance in critical miner-
als.

The Ministry of Mines
remains committed to ad-
vancing exploration, in-
novation, and sustainable
development in the mining
sector.
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RECLAIMING IDENTITY IN MRS.: POWER-PACKED
CINEMATIC DEPICTION OF PATRIARCHAL FRAME

OPINION
DR. SHALINI YADAV
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30 A ST Y Th FaaTR
TRT g1 SN (The Woman
Creates Space), this evoca-
tive phrase speaks to the
resilience of the Indian
woman, who, despite being
bound by the shackles of so-
cietal expectations, familial
obligations, and personal
desires, yearns to carve out
her own space.

Women in India have
gradually changed roles
and responsibilities in
many ways breaking the
patriarchal norms, like
reaching to Moon or Moun-
tain, running small scale to
large scale businesses, being
boss ladies at various fronts,
yet in many families, com-
munities and areas, there
conditions are not much
improved, their passions
remain dormant, their de-
sires unfulfilled, their ideas
unacknowledged, and their
voices silenced.

The way a lotus blooms in
the shadows, their beauty
and strength remain un-
seen, their potential unre-

leased. An upsetting mel-
ody of unfulfilled dreams
and unspoken words, their
struggles and pains, all to-
gether becomes a haunting
reminder of the unfinished
journey towards true em-
powerment.

Recently I saw Indian
Hindi-language drama film
‘Mrs.’, where the suffocating
grip of India’s patriarchal
system is laid bare. Direct-
ed by Arati Kadav and star-
ring Sanya Malhotra, this
powerful film is a remake
of the 2021 Malayalam film
‘The Great Indian Kitchen’.
Through the eyes of Richa,
an educated dancer, trapped
in a traditional and patriar-
chal marriage, relentless
erosion of a woman’s iden-
tity, autonomy, and dignity
can be witnessed.

Into her new family after
marriage, where a girl steps
into with lots of hopes and
desires, Richa is confronted
with the oppressive weight
of regressive traditions.
The domestic sphere, the
four-walled home becomes
a prison where women are
relegated to the drudgery of
kitchen duties, while men
indulge in leisurely pursuits
going for sports activities,
reading newspaper, watch-
ing television, and gossiping
with friends and so oblivi-
ous to the struggles of their
partners compelling them
to bring their clothes out
from closet for them after
shower, cooking and clean-
ing on their own, even keep-
ing slippers near bed before
they wake up in the morn-
ing. The family’s patriarchal
values are starkly evident
in the mother-in-law’s ser-
vitude, the father-in-law’s
entitled behavior, and the
husband’s inconsiderate
and condescending attitude.

The silbutta chutney epi-

sode, namak kum-jyada, is
ghar ghar ki kabani with
women who laboriously
cook for the whole family
standing most of the time of
the day in the kitchen. Such
athankless job! Even prepa-
ration of shikanji (lemonade)
becomes a tool for humilia-
tion.

Richa’s journey is a depic-
tion of systemic suppres-
sion of women in India.
The patriarchal forces that
surround her constantly
thwart her aspirations, de-
sires, and needs. The film’s
portrayal of menstruation
asasource of shame and im-
purity is a scathing critique
of the regressive attitudes
that perpetuate women’s
oppression. The way other
days of month, you are a full
time laborer, but in these
five days, men can manage
what they were not able to
manage other days. What a
paradox!

Yet, ‘Mrs.” is not just a film
about oppression; it is also
a powerful exploration of
resistance and liberation.
Richa’s ultimate act of defi-
ance, as she throws murky
kitchen sink water on her
husband and father-in-law,
is a symbol of her refusal to
be silenced, marginalized,
and oppressed. Her depar-
ture from the family is a
triumphant assertion of her
independence, dignity, and
self-worth.

Today, if she wishes to
stand at the crossroads,
asking for a breath of fresh
air, while her husband
abandoned her, building
fortresses of male ego upon
the foundations of her exis-
tence, asking her to delete
videos of her dance which
were more than passion for
her, her life, her identity. In
addition, the leakage of tap
adds to the tone in the movie
that any time any dbamaka
can happen.

At the closure, where Ri-
chais shown as an indepen-
dent dance teacher, using
her art to express the pain
and trauma she endured,
represents the transforma-
tive power of resistance. As
she dances, she reclaims

her body, her voice, and her
story. Her saga becomes the
saga of all those women who
have been silenced, margin-
alized, and oppressed by the
patriarchal system with a
ray of hope.

Sanya Malhotra delivers
a captivating performance
that anchors the story. Her
character is of a strong yet
relatable woman character,
who challenges of living in
a patriarchal society that
often undermines her aspi-
rations and independence.
The narrative effectively
highlights how societal
pressures dictate choices
related to marriage, career,
and personal fulfillment.

The cinematography and
direction complement the
storytelling, emphasizing
the protagonist’s internal
conflicts and the external
pressures she faces. The
supporting cast further
enriches the narrative, pre-
senting a spectrum of per-
spectives on gender roles,
which adds depth to the
conversation about patriar-
chy in contemporary India.

‘Mrs.” is more than just
a film; it is a call to action,
encouraging viewers to re-
flect on the progress made
in women’s rights while
acknowledging the long
journey ahead. I thought to
write about this as we have
been celebrating Interna-
tional women day before
and after the day got over,
for whole week, living in a

trance, yet grass level work
needs to be done at vari-
ous levels in Indian system
changing the mentality of
folks.

The theme successfully
resonates with audience
members from various
backgrounds, invoking
critical discussions about
gender equality and the
evolving role of women in
Indian society, as the family
was of doctors, means well
read scholars still suppress-
ing women voices at home
treating the as serving ma-
chines. The way Richa’s
mother-in-law makes prior
arrangements of each and
everything for her father-
in-law avoiding her own
me time and health issues
working till midnight. On
the other hand, her hus-
band wants wife to be se-
ductive in bed, but is not
able to see how she works
like a donkey whole day.

In her novel When I Hit
You, Meena Kandasamy
says- “To stay silent is to
censor all conversation. To
stay silent is to erase indi-
viduality. To stay silent is
an act of self-flagellation...”
therefore Richa also doesn’t
stay silent, reclaims her
identity within the patriar-
chal framework.

This narrative seems not
just of one Indian woman
but behind this story, the
stories lie of thousands and
lakhs of Indian women
who suffer in their mar-

riages. The National Family
Health Survey states that
their partners at some point
have physically, sexually or
emotionally abused more
than 30 percent of women.

Behind the silence of a
woman, lies hidden bound-
less ocean. Can you com-
prehend the anguish of her
failed endeavors? Can you
fathom the depths of her
inner world? With hands
clasped in trust, she aspired
to soar to great heights, only
to be deceived by the false
promises of love and mar-
riage. For centuries, wom-
anhood has been shackled
to the threshold of societal
expectations.

Women also need to un-
derstand that all societal,
personal, and familial bonds
are artificial; women them-
selves are bound, but they
have the power to break free
in an instant, shattering the
illusions of societal expecta-
tions and creating their own
independent space

Overall, ‘Mrs.’ is a thought-
provoking film that com-
bines strong performances
of veteran actors with a com-
pelling narrative, making it
a must-watch for those in-
terested in social issues and
the fight against patriarchy,
moreover, an excellent re-
flection of the struggles and
triumphs of Indian women,
how they forge their own
paths and create their own
spaces. Hopefully this kind
of drama will become the
new catchphrase and trans-
forming social structures
and prevailed inequalities
settling the minds of people
around us, rather than few
reviews given by reviewers,
published here and there
in some good newspapers
on online news portals or
magazines.

Canadian poet Rupi Kaur
says- ‘What is the great-
est lesson a woman should
learn / that since day one /
she’salready had everything
she needs / within herself /
it’s the world that convinced
her she did / not..

Dr: Shalini Yadaw is a profes-
sor; writer and columnist
from Faipur, Rajasthan.

‘The creative impulse: A clinical view

OPINION

DR. JERNAIL SINGH ANAND

Epic poets often pray to the
Muse and declare their lofty
purpose to compose a poem,
on a seriousissue relating to
human life and destiny. The
Muse, in turn, blesses the
poet with extraordinary
powers to write on that sub-
ject. As an epic poet myself,
I have often prayed to the
Muse and sought inspira-
tion, and I can say with cer-
tainty that ideas and words
keep flowing like a river and
one can write things which
he has not even contem-
plated. If the Muse pleaseth,
she connects the poet to that

unlimited sources of percep-
tion, and creative sources of
divinity. It is from this su-
perior connection that sub-
lime poetry issues forth. Let
us think of ‘Paradise Lost’
and ‘The Divine Comedy’.
Can such works flow from
the pen of a poet if he is not
blessed by the Muse? A poet
used to be called a prophet,
because the superior forces
blessed him with a sublime
vision. Poets who write for
marketing and success are
shorn of this loftiness and
ideality and whatever they
write, is fated to have con-
temporaneity, and yet lack
eternal value and the time-
less quality which is cardinal
virtue of a classic.

THE DIVINE PUSH

It is important to watch the
movement of a river. The
water is flowing. It is not
that the ocean is attracting
the waters to keep flowing.

The source of a river’s flow
is in the push of the waters
at the source of the river. If
that pushis not available, the
water will not be required to
flow. At first, it will turn into
alake, and then, start stink-
ing. Inspiration for a poet is
like that push in the source
which makes the river flow.
So long as the push is there,
the river will continue flow-
ing. When there is no inspi-
ration, the river flows for
some time, but then, comes
to a halt. The loss of push
also results in drying up of
the river.

INSPIRED WRITING
VS ROUTINE WRITING
This is what happens to po-
etry or writing which is not
driven by superior forces.
Writing is something which
does not come to everyone.
In most of the cases, writing
is a mechanical affair. Writ-
ing on particular topics, or
writing research papers, has
nothing to do with inspira-
tion. This is mechanical pro-
cessing of words and ideas.
Even prose lacks the wheels
on which poetry moves.
Novels are propelled by
considerations of the mar-
ket, with exceptions like Leo
Tolstoy and Victor Hugo,
who were not bothered by

the idea of success. There
were times when writers
were valued like prophets
and they wrote stories and
novels whose purpose was
less to entertain and more to
instruct. We are now pass-
ing through times when
literature is considered a
handmaiden of the market,
and the avowed objective of
most of the writing is to en-
tertain, or, if it is to instruct,
it is strictly related to the
considerations of success-
ful living.

THE HIGHER

PURPOSE

Thisis the age of ‘best sellers’
and writing which caters to
the mass taste, which be-
lieves in surface living, and
lacks depth, is considered the
best. In you tube, it is the likes
that matter. And the worst
songs which cater to baser
tastes of mankind, bust the
popularity charts. Strange
but not shocking because,
as we are moving into mod-
ern times, the tastes of the
people are changing. We
accept things which give us
momentary pleasure. Welike
literature which we can read
and throw in the fast mov-
ing metros. Carrying books
is nobody’s passion today.
Reading them is much the

less. Whats App has opened
many universities and google
is there with readymade
sources of knowledge. To
cap it all, we have Meta AL
What is the need for serious
reading of books? Poets,
therefore, write books, and
go to the bookshops, and get
themselves photographed
with their own books. This
is the journey of a book for
which the poet pays to the
booksellers.

A writer of prose, fiction or
even non-fiction, has before
him a higher purpose, to up-
lift the society, and to resolve
its issues. In these genres, it
is human mind which takes
the front seat, and drives the
writer into writing on those
subjects which are of imme-
diate relevance. However, in
dramatic poetry, mind takes
the back seat, and the poet
is driven forward by the
Muse. The Muse becomes
the charioteer and the Poet,
like Arjuna, shoots his ar-
rows tempered in wisdom,
directed by the Lord.

That is why I think epic
poetry is a genre which
stems directly from the in-
spiration that comes to the
poet straight from Goddess
Saraswati, just as the Ganges
stems from the tangled hair
of Shiva. It is a sacred wave

which flows through the
cities of this world, and car-
ries the dirt of human mind,
giving back to the world, an
opportunity of salvation, if
you drink on its waters.
The writing carried out for
academic or other purposes
dictated by market consid-
erations lacks inspiration
which separates great writ-
ing from the routine writ-
ing. Looking back at the
beginnings of creativity,
it is not difficult to realize
that Poetry has always been
held as the preserve of the
Muse. Guru Granth Sahib,
Mahabharata, Ramayana, -
every great writing which
has impacted the thought
of generations, comes to us
to in the form of inspired
poetry. The poet moves on a
different trajectory and his
own redemption lies in his
power to talk on subjects
which lesser writers dare
not touch, and thus fulfil
the promise of the creative
forces.
Dr. Jernail S. Anand, who has
to bis credit, 180 books, is win-
ner of Seneca Award [Italy],
Charter of Morava [Serbia],
Franz Kafka [Germany,
Ukraine and Chek Rep] and
Maxim Gorky [Russia] Awards
and his name adorns the Poets’
Rock in Serbia.
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EXISTENTIAL CRISIS

BALOCH INSURGENTS
DEAL RAWALPINDI
GHQ A BODY BLOW

Pakistan is witnessing an unprecedented esca-
lation in insurgent activities, with the hijacking
of the train Jaffer Express carrying 400 pas-
sengers—many of them security personnel—on
Tuesday, around 160 kilometers from Quetta,
the capital of Balochistan province. At the time of
writing, around 155 hostages have been rescued
and 27 Baloch insurgents killed, according to the
Pakistani security forces. Apparently, the Baloch
militants have killed 10 people until now. The
Pakistanis are claiming that the Baloch hijackers
are using hostages—most of whom are believed
to be security personnel—as human shields. But
the problem is, whatever information is coming
is a Pakistani version of events, and their military
establishment is among the biggest disseminators
of fake information, so a cloud of disinformation
hangs over the incident. But what is certain is that
the Pakistan military has been caught napping
and the hijacking is one of the biggest embarrass-
ments for them, for it signifies a massive security
breach and will have a negative impact on morale.
But then they brought it upon themselves. The
hijacking incident is a consequence of the sins

Balochistan wants
independence and
its thirst for freedom
has only intensified
over the years, but
ithas also led to

the proportionate
escalation of
Pakistani military
oppression. One

of the main issues
fuelling Baloch
nationalism is the
lack of control over
their own resources.

committed by Pakistan’s
military for decades. It
is an outcry against the
marginalisation of the
Baloch people by Paki-
stan’s rulers. It is a pro-
test against oppression,
torture, including the
mass murder of the de-
fenceless people of Balo-
chistan by the Pakistan
military. Balochistan
was not a part of Paki-
stan, but was merged
with Pakistan in 1948.
The first flames of in-
surgency were lit soon after, and have continued
to burn ever since, in spite of Pakistan blasting to
death a Baloch giant like Akbar Bugti. Balochistan
wants independence and its thirst for freedom
has only intensified over the years, but it has also
led to the proportionate escalation of Pakistani
military oppression. One of the main issues fuel-
ling Baloch nationalism is the lack of control over
their own resources. Balochistan is a minerals
rich region, but it is the Pakistani military that has
always controlled the region’s natural resources.
Along with that Pakistan has tried to impose Pun-
jabi culture on the indigenous Baloch culture, as
well as keeping the reins of power in the hands of
the Punjabis.

The situation has got aggravated with the advent
of the Chinese and the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. In trying to secure the CPEC and Gwa-
dar port, China has been cutting off access to the
Baloch to their own land. No wonder the situation
has been deteriorating, with the Chinese now at
the crosshairs of the Baloch insurgents. It is in this
context that the latest hijacking has to be seen, for
it puts a huge a question mark on the viability, in
fact survival of the CPEC. Chinese nationals have
already been facing Baloch militant attacks in this
region, and with this escalation it remains to be
seen how the Chinese—who have already poured
in $65 billion into this project—will be able to re-
cover their investment. But then China’s biggest
mistake was banking on Pakistan, and now it will
pay a heavy price for it.

As for Pakistan, it is a terror state. Terrorism is
Pakistan’s policy, which had to backfire sooner
or later, and that’s what’s happening. Even then
Pakistan seems not to have learnt its lesson. El-
bowed out of Afghanistan by the Taliban, which
is now Rawalpindi GHQ’s sworn enemy, the lat-
ter is trying to paint Afghanistan as the hot bed of
terror to sway international opinion against the
Taliban. So it should not come as a surprise that
the official Pakistani version to explain this hi-
jacking is that it has been facilitated by Afghani-
stan—in other words, by the Taliban rulers there,
with whom Pakistan’s relations have hit the nadir,
and have resulted in even armed confrontation.
Importantly, as the Taliban build bridges with
India, Pakistan is trying hard to throw a spanner
in the works. All this would not have happened if
Pakistan had tried to be a normal country, with-
out oppressing its ethnic minorities or becoming
a terror state itself. The Baloch, the Sindhis, the
Pashtuns are all up in arms against Rawalpindi
GHQ, thus leaving Pakistan teetering at the brink.
At this rate, it’s the survival of Pakistan that will
be at stake.

JOYEETA BASU
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ment on Tuesday, the

Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) claimed re-
sponsibility for a violent at-
tack on the Jaffar Express, a
passenger train traveling from
Quetta, the provincial capital
of Balochistan, to Peshawarin
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The
insurgent group announced
that they had hijacked the
train, taking 214 passengers
hostage, and threatened to
execute them unless their
demands were met. The
BLA's claim, however, has not
been independently verified,
as the local authorities have
not disclosed the number of
hostages.

The attack occurred in the
Bolan Pass, a strategically sig-
nificant and rugged region in
southwestern Pakistan, noto-
rious for its history of insur-
gency. The incident highlights
the growing influence and
reach of Baloch nationalist
militants, who continue to
resist Pakistan’s authority,
calling for independence and
self-determination for Balo-
chistan, the country’s most
impoverished and resource-
rich province. This latest at-
tack underscores the ongoing
tensions between the central
government and the Baloch
people, driven by decades
of political disenfranchise-
ment, exploitation of natural
resources, and unresolved
historical grievances.

The Baloch: A Disenfran-
chised Ethnic Group

The Baloch people are an
ethnic Sunni Muslim group
indigenous to the region that
spans across southeastern
Iran, southwestern Paki-
stan, and parts of Afghani-
stan. With a population of
roughly 9 million, the Baloch
are spread across a vast and
arid expanse roughly the size
of France. Despite their geo-
graphic spread, Balochistan
remains a marginalized re-
gion, underdeveloped and
neglected by the central gov-
ernments of both Pakistan
and Iran.

The historical roots of
Baloch discontent trace back
t0 1948, when, following the
Partition of India, the Khan
of Kalat, the tribal leader of
Balochistan, was coerced into
acceding to Pakistan. Despite
initial resistance, the region
became part of Pakistan,
leading to the alienation of
the Baloch people, who have
since sought either autonomy
or full independence. These
demands, however, have been
met witha violent response by
the state, with brutal military
operations that have claimed
the lives of thousands of
Baloch civilians and fighters
alike. In Pakistan, such move-
ments are viewed as attempts
to fracture the nation, while
in Iran, the Baloch remain a
marginalized minority, fur-
ther complicating the political
dynamics in the region.

The Rise of the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA)

Founded in the early 2000s,
the Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) is the largest
and most well-known mili-
tant group fighting for the
independence of Balochistan.
Over the years, the BLA has
steadily escalated its opera-
tions, particularly targeting
Pakistan’s military and infra-
structure, and more recently,
the interests of China, which
has developed close economic
ties with Pakistan, especially
through the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).
The BLAs activities have cen-
tered on sabotaging projects
thatit perceives as detrimental
to the welfare of the Baloch
people, particularly the de-
velopment of Gwadar port, a
strategic deep-sea port that
has become a focal point of

In a shocking develop-
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A still from the spot in Balochistan. Agency

the region’s economic and
geopolitical significance.

The BLA is known for its
hit-and-run tactics, bomb-
ings, and ambushes against
Pakistani security forces.
The group has also become a
significant player in the resis-
tance against Chinese involve-
ment in Balochistan, particu-
larly criticizing China’s rolein
the construction of Gwadar
port and its broader involve-
ment in the CPEC project. For
the Baloch, the Chinese pres-
encein Balochistan represents
the latest in a series of foreign
interests exploiting their land
and resources, further exac-
erbating their political and
economic marginalization.

In 2006, Pakistan official-
ly banned the BLA, and the
United States followed suit in
2019, designating the group
as a global terrorist organi-
zation. Despite this, the BLA
has continued to operate with
increasing sophistication and
expanding its base of support.
The BLA is now known for
its highly organized struc-
ture, with specialized units
such as the Majeed Brigade,
which has been responsible
for some of the most high-
profileattacks in recent years,
including the hijacking of the
Jaffar Express.

The Drivers of Baloch In-
surgency

At the heart of the Baloch
insurgency lies the issue of
resource exploitation. Balo-
chistan is rich in natural re-
sources, including gold, cop-
per, oil, and natural gas, but
the local population has seen
little of the wealth generated
by these resources. The Pak-
istani government has been
accused of prioritizing the
extractionand export of these
resources while neglecting the
basic needs of the Baloch peo-
ple. Despite the region’s vast
wealth, Balochistan remains
the most underdeveloped
and impoverished province
in Pakistan, with nearly 70%
ofits population living in mul-
tidimensional poverty.

A significant point of con-
tention for the Baloch is the
construction of Gwadar port,
amassive project initiated by
the Pakistani government in
the early 2000s. The port is
seen as a key component of
the CPEC initiative, which
is intended to create an eco-
nomic corridor connecting
Gwadar with China’s western
Xinjiang region. However, for
the Baloch people, the proj-
ect symbolizes the further
entrenchment of external
control over theirland, as the
development has been largely
managed by the federal gov-
ernment with minimal input
or benefit for the local popula-
tion. The port’s construction
hasled to the displacement of
local communities, with few
Baloch employed in the devel-

opment process, while Chi-
nese laborers and engineers
dominate the workforce.

The Baloch grievance
against the Pakistani gov-
ernment deepened in 2006,
following the killing of Nawab
Akbar Bugti, a prominent
Baloch leader, by the Paki-
stani military. Bugti was
a vocal critic of Pakistan’s
policies in Balochistan, and
his death became a rallying
cry for Baloch nationalists.
In the wake of his assassina-
tion, the Baloch insurgency
gained momentum, and at-
tacks against military and
civilian targets escalated.

Furthermore, the ongoing
conflict in neighboring Af-
ghanistan has further desta-
bilized Balochistan. The in-
flux of Pashtun refugees from
Afghanistan has altered the
demographic balance of the
region, further marginalizing
the Baloch population. More-
over, the presence of Taliban
fighters in Balochistan has
added to the complexity of the
conflict, as Baloch nationalists
fear that the influx of Islamist
militants could undermine
their efforts for independence
and self-determination.

The Changing Nature of the
Insurgency

Over the past decade, the
BLA has evolved from a
fragmented, loosely orga-
nized guerrilla force toamore
sophisticated and disciplined
military outfit. Analysts ar-
gue that the group’s growing
strength is a direct result of
the Pakistani government’s
failure to effectively address
the underlying causes of the
Baloch insurgency. Rather
than pursuing a political so-
lution, the government has
largely relied on military
force, which has only fueled
resentment and alienation
among the Baloch population.

The BLA has increas-
ingly shifted from targeting
isolated individuals and
infrastructure to launching
large-scale attacks against
military bases and installa-
tions. In recent months, the
violence in Balochistan has
surged, with attacks on
military personnel,
law enforce-
ment, and
civilians
be-

IN ANUTSHELL

BLA Attack: The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) hi-
jacked the Jaffar Express train, taking 214 hostages and

threatening execution.

Location: The attack occurred in the Bolan Pass, a volatile
region in southwestern Pakistan.

Baloch Grievances: Baloch nationalists seek independence
due to resource exploitation, especially concerning the
Gwadar Port project, and political marginalization.

BLA's Role: Founded in the early 2000s, BLA targets mili-
tary forces and Chinese interests (CPEC] in Balochistan.
Historical Tensions: The Baloch have fought for autonomy
since the region’s incorporation into Pakistan in 1948.
Pakistan’'s Response: The government's reliance on mili-
tary action has failed to quell the insurgency, leading to

escalating violence.

Current Situation: BLA's attacks are becoming more fre-
quentand large-scale, with increasing risks for both local
civilians and international stakeholders.

coming more frequent and
deadly. The assassination
of soldiers, including an at-
tack in Kalat city in February,
has highlighted the growing
audacity of the insurgents.
The increase in violence has
also seen the BLA expand its
operations into urban areas,
which were previously con-
sidered relatively safe from
insurgent attacks.

Balochistan’s strategic loca-
tion has also played a role in
the resurgence of violence.
The province shares borders
with Afghanistan and Iran,
making it a critical geopo-
litical flashpoint. The BLA’s
increasing attacks on Chinese
interests, including in Gwa-
dar, underscore the group’s
growing dissatisfaction with
foreign involvement in Balo-
chistan, particularly China’s
influence through the CPEC
initiative.

The Consequences for
Pakistan

The escalation of the Baloch
insurgency presents a signifi-
cant challenge to the Paki-
stani state. Despite decades
of military operations aimed
at quelling the insurgency,
the BLA has only grown in
strength and influence. Ana-
lysts argue that the govern-
ment’s reliance on outdated
counterin-

surgency tactics, including
heavy-handed military opera-
tions and political repression,
has failed to address the root
causes of Baloch discontent.
As the insurgency intensi-
fies, the risk of greater insta-
hility in the region grows. The
Pakistani government’s heavy
reliance on military force to
suppress the insurgency has
not only failed to quell the vio-
lence but has also led to wide-
spread human rights abuses,
including enforced disappear-
ances and extrajudicial kill-
ings. According to Amnesty
International, over 10,000
Baloch have disappeared
since 2011, with many fami-
lies still searching for their
loved ones.
These
human
rights
viola-
tions
have
further
deepened
the rift be-
tween the
Baloch people
and the state,
fueling anti-gov-
ernment sentiment.
Moreover, the in-
creasing vio-
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The Baloch Liberation Army. File Photo
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lence in Balochistan is likely
to have broader geopolitical
ramifications. As the BLA
intensifies its attacks on Chi-
nese interests in the region,
Pakistan’s relations with its
most important economic
partner, China, could be
further strained. The Baloch
insurgency;, if left unresolved,
could become a major stum-
bling block for the CPEC proj-
ect, whichis vital to Pakistan’s
economic future.

Conclusion

The hijacking of the Jaffar
Express by the BLA is yetan-
other stark reminder of the
deep-seated grievances that
fuel the Baloch insurgency.
With a history of politi-
cal marginalization,
economic exploita-

tion, and cultural
suppression,

the Baloch
people’s de-
sire for in-
dependence

or greater

autonomy

remains

s
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filled. The BLA, as the lead-
ing militant group in the re-
gion, has grown in strength
and sophistication, posing
a growing challenge to the
Pakistani state.

The insurgency in Balo-
chistan is not just a local
conflict but a reflection of
broader regional dynamics,
involving ethnic, political,
and economic factors that
continue to shape the future
of the region. As Pakistan
grapples with the rising tide

of Baloch national-
ism, it faces a

critical
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choice: pursue a military
solution that risks further
alienation and violence, or
engage in meaningful dia-
logue that addresses the root
causes of the conflict. With-
out a political solution, the
insurgency in Balochistan is
unlikely to subside, and the
region will remain a source
of instability for Pakistan and
its neighbors.

Compiled by Kaushal Verma
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MADRAS HIGH COURT STAYS ED ATTACHMENT OF DIRECTOR SHANKAR'S PROPERTY
OVER COPYRIGHT DISPUTE: "WHY DID NOT ED WAIT FOR OUTCOME OF COMPLAINT?

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Madras High
Court in the case S
Shankar v. The Dep-

uty Director observed and
has stayed an order of the
Enforcement Directorate,
ED provisionally attaching
property worth an amount
of Rs. 10 crore of Tamil film-
maker S Shankar in a copy-
right infringement case in
connection with the 2010
movie ‘Enthiran’.

The bench comprising
of Justice MS Ramesh and
Justice N Senthilkumar
was hearing the present
matter.

The bench in the case ob-
served and has stayed the
provisional attachment or-
der wherein the petition is
filed by the Director.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate, ED had attached the
property on February 17
following a complaint by
Arur Tamilnadan, wherein
it is claimed that Shankar
had violated his copyright
as the story of the movie
was inspired by his story -
Jugiba.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate, ED had passed the
order provisionally attach-
ing the property as the of-
fences under the Copyright
Act are scheduled offences

L EEy
BESH

as stated under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act, PMLA.

In June 2023, the single
judge of the Madras High
Court in the case dismissed
a civil suit filed by Arur
against Shankar, wherein

the court noted that copy-
right could not be claimed
over an idea or a concept.
The single judge in the
case noted that there was
no evidence available to
show that the story of En-
thiran was a literal imita-

The counsel, Vishnu appearing for ED
also submitted before the court that

no barm bad been caused to Shankar
dueto the ED’s action and thus the
attachment need not be interfered with.

tion of the story in Jugiba.

The court took the peti-
tion for hearing on March
11, 2025.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate PS Raman argued
that the Enforcement Di-
rectorate, ED’s action was
arbitrary, especially when
the Single judge had al-
ready observed there was

SCBA election reforms: Justice Nageswara Rao invites
suggestions from Supreme Court Bar Association

The court in the case observedthat the
norms, eligibility conditions, fees etc. of the
SCBA bave remained static for decades
and stressed the need for timely reforms.

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

The Committee headed by
Justice L Nageswara Rao,
the former judge of Su-
preme Court has invited
suggestions from the mem-
bers of the Supreme Court
Bar Association, SCBA with
regards to the reforms in the
SCBA bye-laws, particularly
the provisions which deals
with elections.

The said suggestions are
solicited from the members
of the Supreme Court bar on
the following issues:

1. The eligibility conditions
for contesting elections to
the Executive Committee.

2. The eligibility conditions
for voting in elections to the
Executive Committee.

3. The tenure of the Execu-
tive Committee.

4. The strength of the Ex-
ecutive Committee.

5. The disqualification of
candidates (which includes,
for providing inducement
for votes).

6. Any other issue concern-
ing the election of members

to the Executive Committee.

The suggestions can be
shared by email (scha.com-
mittee.2025@gmail.com),
not exceeding two pages,
without attachments.

The Suggestions needs to
be shared before March 20,
2025.

The senders should also
provide their SCBA mem-
bership number and mo-
bile number. The bench

comprising of Justice Surya
Kant and Justice NK Singh
appointed Justice Nag-
eswara Rao on February 25
as the Chairperson of the
Committee constituted to
propose reforms of SCBA
election provisions.

The Committee will also
consist of some Senior
Advocates or experienced
advocates (from both,
Advocates-on-Record and
Non-Advocates-on-record
category) who have never
been interested in contest-
ing the elections as office
bearers of the Supreme
Court Bar Association.

The bench of Justice Rao

was given the liberty to pick
the Committee members.

The reference was made
to the case of Supreme
Court Bar Association v. BD
Kaushik, wherein the issue
relates to the SCBA elections
was raised.

Last year, the Supreme
Court had passed an order
in the case for 1/3rd wom-
en’sreservation in the SCBA
posts.

The court in the case ob-
served that the norms, eli-
gibility conditions, fees etc.
of the SCBA have remained
static for decades and
stressed the need for timely
reforms.

Motor accident claims: Supreme Court says ‘legal
representative’ is one who suffers loss; need not be
spouse, child or parent of deceased

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in the
case Sadhana Tomar And
Ors Versus Ashok Kush-
waha And Ors observed
and has ruled that the
term ‘legal representative’
under the Motor Vehicle
Act should not be given a
narrow interpretation to
exclude those persons as
claimants who were de-
pendent on the deceased’s
income
The court in the case
stated that if the claimants
were dependent on the de-
ceased’s income, then they
shall be granted compensa-
tion.
The court stated that, a
‘legal representative’ is one,
who suffers on account of
death of a person due to
a motor vehicle accident
and need not necessarily
be a wife, husband, parent
or child.

The bench comprising of
Justice Sanjay Karol and
Justice Prashant Kumar
Mishra was hearing the
present matter.

The bench in the case was
hearing the matter where-
in the Motor Accident
Claims Tribunal, MACT,
while awarding compensa-
tion, who did not consider
the 24-year-old deceased-
Appellants’ i.e., the Father
and Sister as dependents of
the deceased.

The Motor Accident
Claims Tribunal, MACT
held that the father was not
dependent on the income
of the deceased and since
the father was alive, the
younger sister cannot also
be held as a dependent of
the deceased.

The High Court upheld
that the said part of the Mo-
tor Accident Claims Tribu-
nal, MACT’s ruling, which
lead the Appellants to ap-

peal to the Supreme Court.

The court set aside the
impugned decision, where-
in observing that the Court
below had erred in refus-
ing to consider the Appel-
lants as dependents of the
deceased.

The court referred to
the case Gujarat SRTC v.
Ramanbhai Prabhatbhai
and N. Jayasree v. Chola-
mandalam MS General
Insurance Company Ltd.,
wherein the court noted
that proving loss of depen-
dency alone is sufficient to
claim compensation.

The court clarified that
compensation is not lim-
ited to spouses, parents, or
children but extends to all
individuals affected by the
deceased’s death.

The court in the case Gu-
jarat SRTC v. Ramanbhai
Prabhatbhai and N. Jayas-
ree v. Cholamandalam MS
General Insurance Com-

pany Ltd., observed that,
‘In our view, the term ‘legal
representative’ should be
given a wider interpreta-
tion for the purpose of
Chapter XII of the MV
Act and it should not be
confined only to mean the
spouse, parents and chil-
dren of the deceased. This
court is of the view that in
order to maintain a claim
petition, it is sufficient for
the claimant to establish
his loss of dependency.
Section 166 of the MV Act
makes it clear that every
legal representative who
suffers on account of the
death of a person in a mo-
tor vehicle accident should
have a remedy for realisa-
tion of compensation.

The court while consid-
ering the facts and circum-
stances of the case stated
that the appellant no.4 and
appellant no.5 being the
father and younger sister

of the deceased, both not
financially independent,
would fall under the defi-
nition of legal representa-
tives for the purpose of
claiming the compensation
under the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988, and they were
considered as dependents
upon the income of the
deceased, as he was do-
ing wholesale business of
selling fruits to meet the
day-to-day expenses of the
family.

Further, the court consid-
ered the Appellants were
dependents and awarded
them compensation.

The counsel, Mr. Praveen
Swarup, AOR appeared for
the Petitioner(s).

The counsel, Mr. Salil
Paul, Adv. Ms. Manjeet
Chawla, AOR Mr. Sahil
Paul, Adv. Mr. Sandeep
Dayal, Adv. Ms. Kanupriya
Mehta, Adv. represented
the Respondent(s).

Karnataka HC stays FIR against YouTuber Sameer MD
in case accusing him of hurting religious sentiments

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Karnataka High Court
inthe case Sameer M D And
State of Karnataka observed
and has stayed an interim
order till March 19, wherein
the further proceedings are
registered against YouTu-
ber Sameer MD, accused
of hurting religious senti-
ments by airingin a videoin
which he discussed a 2012
rape and murder case.

The bench headed by
Justice Hemant Chandan-
goudar passed the order
wherein the court was hear-
ing the petition filed by the
YouTuber seeking to quash
the FIR registered against
him under Section 299 of
BNS.

In the present matter, the
prosecution was initiated

The counsel, Advocate A Velan, appearing
[forthe petitioner, argued before the court
that the FIR was a gross abuse of the

legal process and violated the petitioner’s
Sfundamental right to expression.

after Sameer had posted
a video on his YouTube
channel ‘Dhootha: Sameer
MD’. Therefore, the video
delves into several criminal
cases spanning decades in

the Dharmasthala region,
with particular focus on the
2012 rape and murder, the
wrongful conviction and
subsequent acquittal of San-
tosh Rao, and patterns of al-

leged influence in multiple
criminal investigations.

The counsel, Advocate
A Velan, appearing for the
petitioner, argued before
the court that the FIR was
a gross abuse of the legal
process and violated the
petitioner’s fundamental
right to expression.

It was also contended be-
fore the curt that Sameer
had not uttered a single
word against any religion
or religious belief in his
video and all the statements
which are made in the video
were on the basis of publicly
available information.

The Another bench in the
case had stayed the notice
issued by the police under
Section 35(3) of the BNS,
2023, directing the peti-
tioner to appear before the

Investigating Officer.

The court in the case
stated that, ‘The notice is
completely contrary to the
Circular dated December
30, 2024, which is issued
by the State Government
in pursuance to the order
passed by the said Court,
in as much as the notice
that does not append to it
a complete copy of the FIR
and the complaint so regis-
tered. Therefore, there is a
violation of the law.’

The counsel, Advocate
on Record A. Velan, as-
sisted by Advocates Pawan
Shyam, Ojaswi, Dheeraj SJ,
Ms. Navpreet Kaur, Nilay
Rai, Prince Singh, Sachin
Deshpande, Vishwas N,
Devin Gowda, Ananya, Su-
shant VA, and Sainath DM
appeared before the court.

no violation of the Copy-
right Act.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate PS Raman also ques-
tioned the Enforcement
Directorate, ED’s stand
that Shankar had received
Rs. 11.5 crore from the proj-
ect and submitted that the
same was untrue.

It was also argued before

the court that Shankarhad
received the payment from
other works and thus ED
could not attach the prop-
erty. The bench also won-
dered if the Enforcement
Directorate, ED could take
such an action on a com-
plaint by an individual.
The court asked the
counsel that, ‘Can the En-
forcement Directorate, ED
register cases which are
based on an individual’s
complaint that a crime
has been committed. Why
didn’t the ED wait for the
outcome of the complaint
before attaching the prop-
erty?’. On the other hand,
the counsel, Vishnu ap-

pearing for the Enforce-
ment Directorate, ED sub-
mitted before the court that
based on the ruling in Vijay
Madhanlal Choudhary, the
ED had powers to take ac-
tion based on a complaint
by an individual.

The counsel, Vishnu ap-
pearing for ED also submit-
ted before the court that no
harm had been caused to
Shankar due to the ED’s
action and thus the attach-
ment need not be interfered
with. The court while con-
sidering the facts and cir-
cumstances of the case
observed and has directed
the ED for filing its counter
to the petition.

Delhi High Court orders take down of
YouTuber Shyam Meera Singh'’s ‘defamatory’
video on Sadhguru, Isha Foundation

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court in the
case Isha Foundation Ver-
sus Google LLC And Ors.
observed and has directed
the take down of YouTu-
ber Shyam Meera Singh’s
recent, allegedly defama-
tory YouTube video on Isha
Foundation and its founder
spiritual leader Sadhguru
Jaggi Vasudev.

The video titled “Sadhguru
EXPOSED: What's happen-
ing in Jaggi Vasudev’s Ash-
ram” was uploaded by Singh
on his YouTube channel on
February 24 and he shared
it on his ‘X’ page with allega-
tions suggesting that the mi-
nors were being exploited in
the Ashram.

At present, the video has
937K views, 65K likes and
13K comments.

The bench headed by Jus-

tice Subramonium Prasad
in the case observed and
has directed the defendants
Google LLC, X Corp and
Meta platforms to take down
the video in question.
Further, the bench also
restrained Singh from pub-
lishing or sharing the video
in question in the interim.
The court in its order stat-
ed that the defendant no.4,
associates, servants, agents,
affiliates and the subscribers
of the channel of defendant
no. 4 are restrained from
creating, publishing, up-
loading, sharing, dissemi-

nating defamatory videos
as mentioned in paragraph
8 in the plaint. The bench
headed by Justice Prasad
also restrained members of
the public from uploading
the said video on any social
media platform.

The court passed interim
order wherein the defama-
tion suit filed by Isha Foun-
dation against Shyam Meera
Singh. However, the interim,
Isha Foundation sought take
down or removal of the vid-
eo, claiming that the same is
defamatory.

Isha Foundation’s defama-
tion suit is filed through Ad-
vocate Yajat Gulia.

Accordingly, the court
listed the matter for further
consideration on July 09,
2025.

Further, the interim relief
application is listed for hear-
ing next on May 09, 2025.

High Court asks Delhi Police: Can Al
software be used to trace missing persons?

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court in
the case Dil Khush Bairwa
Versus Govt Of NCT Of
Delhi And Ors observed
and has asked the Delhi
Police to state if there is
any artificial intelligence,
Al software which can
be used for checking the
whereabouts of persons
who may have gone miss-
ing due to various reasons,
including unstable medi-
cal conditions.

The Division bench com-
prising of Justice Prat-
hiba M Singh and Justice
Dharmesh Sharma was
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case
observed and has directed
the Delhi Police for filing
a short affidavit in this re-
gard.

In the present matter, the
court was hearing a ha-
beas corpus petition filed
by a son seeking produc-

The Delhi Police’s standing counsel
submitted before the court that the Crime
Branch usually bas such a software.

tion of his old father who
is missing since February
17,2023.

However, a status report
was submitted before the
court dated February 17 by
the Delhi Police, wherein
it is stated that there has
been no trace of the miss-
ing man despite the fact
that requisite procedures
were followed and the
photographs were also
uploaded on zipnet.

The court in its order
stated that, ‘Let a short af-
fidavit be placed on record
by the State, wherein it is
stated as to whether there
is any Artificial Intelli-
gence software which can
be or has been used by the
Delhi Police for confirming
and checking the where-

abouts of such missing
persons, who may have
gone missing due to vari-
ous reasons including un-
stable medical conditions.’

The Delhi Police’s stand-
ing counsel submitted
before the court that the
Crime Branch usually has
such a software.

The bench while consid-
ering the facts and circum-
stances of the case directed
that in such a matter, an
attempt be made to trace
the whereabouts of the
missing man and a fur-
ther status report be filed
through Delhi Police’s
Crime Branch.

Accordingly, the court
listed the matter for fur-
ther consideration on
March 18, 2025.

Centre tells Delhi High Court: Suspension
of Wrestling Federation of India revoked

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

tra’s Kolhapur district and ordered the Re-

serve Bank of India, RBI to accept their de-

The Central Government on Tuesday in-
formed the Delhi High Court that the sus-
pension of Wrestling Federation of India,

WFI by the Union Sports Ministry on De-

cember 24, 2023 has been revoked. The
Division bench comprising of Chief Justice
Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela which disposed of an
appeal filed by WFI against a single judge

order passed on August 16 last year.

BOMBAY HC ALLOWS FAMILY TO
EXCHANGE RS 20 LAKH ‘DEMON-

ETISED’ NOTES AS

IT DEPARTMENT HAD SEIZED THE

CURRENCY

The Bombay High Court recently came to
the aid of a group of people from Maharash-

monetized notes worth Rs 20 lakhs, which
were seized by the Income Tax in December
2016 and returned to them after the deadline
to exchange the old notes.

MADRAS HC ORDERS CB-CID
INQUIRY AGAINST LAW FIRM
FOR ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN
UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES IN LAND
TRANSACTION

The Madras High Court in the case observed

and has directed the Crime Branch-Crime
Investigation Department, CBCID to inves-

tigate the genuineness of a law firm and its

associates after noting that the lawyers had

been indulging in forum shopping, misrep-

resenting the court and attempting to legal-
ise their illegal activities.
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he passengersaboard
Tthe Jaffar Express

were in for along but
otherwise routine journey
from Quetta to Peshawar on
March 11, 2025. The train,
loaded with 400-500 pas-
sengers in nine coaches, had
just crossed into the remote
Bolan district of Balochistan
when the deafening sound
of an explosion shattered the
calm. Moments later, bursts
of gunfire echoed through
the train cars. Chaos erupted

EXPLAINER

asdozens ofarmed men, clad
in tactical gear and carrying
rifles, stormed the train.
Within minutes, the Jaffar
Express was under the con-
trol of the Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA), setting off one
of the most intense hostage
crises in Pakistan’s recent
history.

A CAREFULLY
PLANNED AMBUSH
The militants had executed
a meticulously planned
ambush. They targeted the
train asit passed through the
rugged Mashkaf area near
the Piru tunnel — a remote
and isolated stretch of moun-
tainous terrain with poor
cell reception and minimal
security presence. Using ex-
plosives, the attackers blew
up a section of the railway
track, causing the train to
derail or come to a grinding
halt inside the tunnel.
“There was a huge explo-
sion, and then gunfire — it
felt like the earth was shak-
ing,” recalled a survivor. The
train’s driver was fatally
wounded in the blast. Before
the passengers could make
sense of the situation, heav-
ily armed militants flooded
the coaches, opening fire and
subduing any resistance. Se-
curity personnel aboard the
train were quickly disarmed
orkilled. Overwhelmed and
terrified, the passengers
were forced to lie low as the
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A train carrying empty coffins to the siege site, stands at a railway station in Quetta on March 12. — AFP

militants methodically took
control of the train, coach by
coach.

Eyewitnesses later de-
scribed how the attack-
ers operated with chilling
precision. They separated
passengers, checking iden-
tity cards and singling out
non-Baloch individuals and
security personnel. The
militants announced they
would not harm “women,
children, and Baloch people”
but focused their aggression
on outsiders and military
personnel. Suicide bomb-
ers were positioned among
the hostages, with explosive
vests strapped to their chests
— adeadly insurance policy
against any rescue attempt.

By midday, Pakistani se-
curity forces, including the
Army and Frontier Corps,
had mobilized. Troops sur-
rounded the area, but the
mountainous terrain and
the tunnel’s confined space
made a frontal assault dan-
gerous. Any rash move could
trigger the suicide bombers,
leading to mass casualties.

THE FIRST
BREAKTHROUGH

As the standoff stretched
into the afternoon, Paki-
stani commandos launcheda
precision raid on one coach,
managing to free 80 hostag-

es, including 26 women and
11 children. “The soldiers
moved fast and took out the
gunmen before they could
detonate their vests,” said
one of the rescued passen-
gers. But the militants still
controlled the majority of
the train, and the threat of
further violence remained
dangerously high.

The hijackers soon issued
their demands: the release
of Baloch political prisoners
and the return of missing
persons allegedly held by
Pakistan’s intelligence agen-
cies. They threatened to kill
the hostages if the govern-
ment did not comply within
48 hours.

A HIGH-STAKES
RESCUE OPERATION
Through the night and into
the next day, Pakistani secu-
rity forces devised a strategy
towear down theinsurgents.
Special forces attempted to
isolate small groups of mili-
tants while snipers targeted
those guarding the tunnel
entrances. Commanders
had to proceed cautiously
— the militants’ tactic of
using women and children
as human shields made any
aggressive push risky.

By the morning of March
12, security forces had freed
an additional 190 passen-

gers. The gunfight inten-
sified as the army pushed
deeper into the tunnel. “We
could hear the gunfire and
the shouting,” said a freed
hostage. “The walls were
shaking from the blasts.”

By midday, nearly 30 in-
surgents had been killed.
The militants fought to the
last man — some detonating
their vests when surround-
ed, causing devastating inju-
ries among the soldiers. At
least eight security personnel
were killed in the fighting.
The final push came late in
the evening as commandos
cleared the last remaining
cars, shooting down the last
of the attackers.

THE AFTERMATH

In total, nearly 400 passen-
gers were rescued. Several
dozen injured passengers
were rushed to hospitals in
Quetta and a makeshift field
hospital at Mach railway sta-
tion. Tragically, the train’s
driver and several security
personnel were among the
dead. Officials were still
determining the final civil-
ian death toll at the time of
reporting.

Pakistan’s government
hailed the operation as a
success, praising the military
for its “swift and precise”
handling of the crisis. “This

was a carefully coordinated
terrorist attack — our forces
have shown exceptional
courage,” said the country’s
interior minister. The BLA's
motives were clear: political
leverage. Their demands for
the release of prisoners and
greater autonomy for Balo-
chistan were consistent
with the insurgency’s long-
standing grievances.

WHY THE JAFFAR
EXPRESS WAS
TARGETED
The Jaffar Express wasade-
liberate target for multiple
reasons. First, it symbolizes
national unity — connecting
the volatile Balochistan re-
gion with the rest of Paki-
stan. Targeting the train
sent a message challenging
the government’s authority
over the region. Second, the
BLA likely knew that secu-
rity personnel were travel-
ing on the train — off-duty
soldiers and government
officials frequently use it as
a transit route. And third,
the location was strategic.
The remote Mashkaf tun-
nel gave the militants time
to consolidate control and
limited the army’s options
for a rapid response.

The BLA’s strategy was
calculated — not just about
causing casualties, but about
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Jaffar Express hijacking: Second hostage crisis in Pakistan

Hijackers separated passengers, checking identity cards and singling out non-Baloch individuals and security personnel.

P

Passengers, who were rescued from a train after it was attacked by terrorists, sit at the

Mach Railway Station in Mach, Balochistan, on March 11, 2025. — Reuters/Stringer

,,

A soldier (L) works to evacuate freed train passengers at the Mach railway station, which

it O

has been turned into a makeshift hospital, after Pakistani security forces freed nearly 80
passengers following a security operation against armed militants who ambushed the train
in the remote mountainous area, in Mach on March 11, 2025. — AFP

making a statement. Hold-
ing hundreds of hostages in
a high-profile train gave the
insurgents enormous bar-
gaining power. Even though
the Pakistani state refused
to negotiate, the attack suc-
ceeded in drawing attention
tothe Baloch insurgency and
its grievances.

IMPLICATIONS

FOR PAKISTAN’S
SECURITY

The Jaffar Express hijacking
marks a dangerous escala-
tion in the Baloch insur-
gency. Pakistani security
forces are now facing amore
organized and tactically so-
phisticated enemy. The use
of suicide bombers and hu-
man shields shows that the
BLA isadopting tactics more

commonly seen in Middle
Eastern conflicts.

In response, Pakistan’s
security establishment will
likely increase surveillance
and security along key trans-
port routes. Already, train
services in Balochistan have
been suspended pending a
full security review. But the
attack also raises broader
political questions. The
Baloch insurgency is rooted
in historical grievances over
autonomy, resource exploi-
tation, and alleged human
rights abuses. Without ad-
dressing these issues, future
attacks may be inevitable.

Internationally, the hi-
jacking has drawn sharp
condemnation — not just
for the brutality of the
attack, but for the BLA’s

targeting of civilians. Paki-
stan’s government has ac-
cused “foreign actors” of
supporting the insurgency,
suggesting that India and
Afghan-based groups could
be involved. This could fur-
ther strain already fragile
regional ties.

A NATION ON EDGE
For the passengers who
survived the ordeal, the
scars will take time to heal.
“We didn’t think we would
make it out alive,” said one
passenger. “Every second
felt like the last.”

Pakistan now faces a so-
bering reality. The Jaffar
Express attack exposed
vulnerabilities not just in
security but in national co-
hesion.

AGENCIES
PORT LOUIS

Indian Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modji’s visit to Mau-
ritius on Wednesday was
marked by significant events
that underscored the deep
cultural and strategic ties be-
tween the two nations.

CONFERMENT

OF MAURITIUS’S
HIGHEST CIVILIAN
HONOUR

During the 57th National
Day celebrations of Mau-
ritius, President Dharam
Gokhool conferred upon
Prime Minister Modi the
Grand Commander of the
Order of the Star and Key of
the Indian Ocean (G.C.S.K),
the nation’s highest civilian
award. This is the first in-
stance of an Indian leader
receiving this prestigious
honor. In his acceptance,
Prime Minister Modi dedi-
cated the award to the en-
during friendship between
India and Mauritius and the
people of both countries.

VISIT TO GANGA
TALAO

Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister Modi visited the
sacred site of Ganga Talao,
aplace of immense spiritual
significance for Mauritians
of Indian descent. He of-
fered prayers and ceremo-
nially immersed holy water
from the Triveni Sangam,
symbolizing the deep-root-
ed cultural and spiritual

Mauritius Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam accompanies Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam International Airport as he departs from Port Louis, Mauritius after his 2-day State Visit to the country, on

Wednesday. ANI

’\‘u’ -

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of

Civil Service, in Port Louis on Wednesday. ANI

connections between the
two nations.

LAUNCH OF THE
‘MAHASAGAR’ VISION
In a move to bolster re-
gional cooperation, Prime

Minister Modi unveiled the
‘Mutual and Holistic Ad-
vancement for Security and
Growth Across Regions’
(MAHASAGAR) vision.
Building upon the existing
‘Security and Growth for All

TURN
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in the Region’ (SAGAR) ini-
tiative, this new vision aims
to promote trade, sustain-
able growth, and mutual
security, reflecting India’s
commitment to the Global
South.

STRENGTHENING
BILATERAL
RELATIONS

The visit also witnessed the
signing of eight agreements
between India and Mauri-
tius, focusing on areas such
as infrastructure develop-
ment, digital technology,
health, artificial intelligence,
and maritime security.
These agreements signify a
mutual commitment to ele-
vating the bilateral relation-
ship to an ‘Enhanced Stra-
tegic Partnership.” Prime
Minister Modi’s engage-
ments today have further
cemented the longstanding
bonds between India and
Mauritius, paving the way
for enhanced cooperation
in various sectors.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi performs aarti on the banks of Ganga Talao [Grand Bassin)
after depositing the Gangajal brought from Prayagraj Mahakumbh, in Port Louis on
Wednesday. ANI

PMMODI: AGLOBAL LEADER SHAPING INDIA'S RISING INFLUENCE

PM Modi is the Chief Guest at Mauritius” National Day for the second time, an honour he
first received in 2015. This rare repeat invitation underscores India’s special relationship
with Mauritius, rooted in shared history, culture, and diaspora ties.

His 2023 invitation to France’s Bastille Day Parade was another defining moment,
symbolizing India’s growing military and strategic partnership with France. The sight
of Indian tri-services marching down the Champs-Elysées alongside French troops
reinforced India’s role in global geopolitics.

In 2022, PM Modi visited Lumbini, Nepal, for Buddha Jayanti celebrations, emphasizing
India’s historical connection to Buddhism and its shared heritage with Nepal. His visit
reinforced India’s role in promoting cultural and spiritual ties across the region.

In 2021, Bangladesh invited PM Modi to its National Day celebrations, marking 50 years
of its independence—an event closely tied to India’s role in its liberation. His visit reaf-
firmed India’s commitment to regional stability and shared prosperity.

nations.

In 2017, his visit to Sri Lanka for International Vesak Day highlighted India’s leadership
in civilizational and cultural diplomacy. By reaffirming India’s role as a custodian of
Buddhist heritage, he strengthened spiritual and diplomatic ties with Buddhist-majority




12

WORLD

NEW DELHI

THE DAILY GUARDIAN REVIEW
THURSDAY | 13 MARCH 2025

WWW.THEDAILYGUARDIAN.COM

TRUMP’S METAL TARIFFS DRAW SWIFT
RETALIATION FROM CANADA AND EU

Trump’s hyper-focus on tariffs since taking office in January has rattled
investor, consumer and business confidence in ways that economists worry

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

resident Donald
Trump’s increased
tariffsonall U.S. steel

and aluminum imports
took effect on Wednesday,
stepping up a campaign
to reorder global trade in
favor of the U.S. and draw-
ing swift retaliation from
Canada and Europe.
Trump’s action to bulk up
protections for American
steel and aluminum pro-
ducers restores effective
tariffs of 25% on all imports
of the metals and extends
the duties to hundreds of
downstream products,
from nuts and bolts to bull-
dozer blades and soda cans.
Trump’s hyper-focus on
tariffs since taking office in
January has rattled inves-
tor, consumer and business
confidence in ways that

B US duty rate on steel, alumi-
num rises to 25% as exemp-

tions end

B Trump threatened 50% Can-
ada metals tariff rate, but

backed off

B EU responds with tariffs on up
to 26 bln euros of U.S. exports
B Canada plans C$29.8 bln in
retaliatory tariffs, official says

economists worry could
cause a U.S. recession and
further lag on the global
economy.

The European Commis-
sion, the executive arm
of the European Union
charged with coordinating
trade matters, responded
swiftly, saying it would im-
pose counter tariffs on up to
26 billion euros ($28 billion)

1

worth of U.S. goods - often
with more symbolic than
economic impact - from
next month.

Nevertheless, Commis-
sion President Ursula von
der Leyen told reporters
she had tasked Trade Com-
missioner Maros Sefcovic
to resume talks with U.S
officials on the matter.

“We firmly believe that

UK favours pragmatism over
tit-for-tat tariffs

AGENCIES
LONDON

Britain did not immediately
retaliate to U.S. President
Donald Trump’s tariffs
on steel and aluminium
imports on Wednesday,
though Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said he was disap-
pointed by the move and
that all options remained
on the table.

Trump imposed global
tariffs of 25% on all imports
of steel and aluminium
which he said would reor-
der global trade in favour of
the United States.

The Reuters Daily Brief-
ing newsletter provides all
the news you need to start
your day. Sign up here.

Britain had hoped to avoid
tariffs on its steel sector,
which is small but produces
specialist products for de-
fence and other industries.
Trump said last month the
two countries might reach
a bilateral trade deal that

4°

British Secretary of State for Business Jonathan Reynolds
speaks after a Japan-Britain Economic 2+2 Ministers’
Meeting at likura Guest House Friday, March 7, 2025, in

Tokyo, Japan. File Photo

would avert duties.

“Like everybody else, 'm
disappointed to see global
tariffs in relation to steel
and aluminium, but we
will take a pragmatic ap-
proach,” Starmer told par-
liament.

“We are ... negotiating an
economic deal which covers
and will include tariffs if we
succeed, but we will keep
all options on the table.”

The British government
had argued its provision of
key goods for the U.S. de-

fence, oil and gas and con-
struction sectors meant it
should be given a carve-out.

The EU responded to
the U.S. tariffs by saying it
would impose counter-tar-
iffs on 26 billion euros ($28
billion) worth of U.S. goods
from next month.

A British official said on
Tuesday the government
would not impose retalia-
tory trade tariffs on the
United States and focus in-
stead on trying to secure an
exemption.

in a world fraught with
geoeconomic and politi-
cal uncertainties, it is not
in our common interest to
burden our economies with
such tariffs,” she said.
Canada, the biggest for-
eign supplier of steel and
aluminum to the United
States, will announce
C$29.8 billion in retaliatory
tariffs on Wednesday, a Ca-

Philippine
ex-President
Duterte to face
murder charges

AGENCIES
ROTTERDAM

A plane taking former
Philippine leader Rodrigo
Duterte to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court
over murder charges was
headed for Rotterdam
on Wednesday in a move
hailed by families of vic-
tims of his “war on drugs”
as giving them hope for
justice.

Duterte, who led the
Philippines from 2016 to
2022, was arrested early
on Tuesday in Manila,
marking the biggest step
yet in the ICC’s probe into
alleged crimes against
humanity during an anti-
drugs crackdown that
killed thousands and drew
condemnation around the
world.

Duterte, 79, could become
the first Asian former head
of state to go on trial at the
ICC in The Hague.

nadian official who declined
to be named said.

China’s foreign ministry
said Beijing would take
all necessary measures to
safeguard its rights and in-
terests, while Japan’s Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshi-
masa Hayashi said the move
could have a major impact
on U.S.-Japan economic ties.

Close U.S. allies Can-
ada, Britain and Aus-
tralia criticised the
blanket tariffs, with
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said the
move was “against the spirit
of our two nations’ endur-
ing friendship”. However,
he ruled out tit-for-tat du-
ties, as did Britain.

The other countries most
affected by the tariffs are
Brazil, Mexico and South
Korea, which all enjoyed
some level of exemptions
or quotas.

‘Ukraine OK for truce;
eyes on Russia now’

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
has welcomed Ukraine agree-
ing to the ceasefire after the
peace talks in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia and further affirmed
hope that Russia will also agree
toit.

Stating that soldiers of both
Russia and Ukraine are being
killed in this “horrible war”,
Trump said reaching a cease-
fire is “very important”.

Speaking to reporters on
Tuesday (local time), Trump
said, “Ukraine, ceasefire, just
agreed toalittle while ago. Now
we have to go to Russia and
hopefully President Putin will
agree to that also and we can get
this show on the road. We can
get this horrible war...I get the
reports and they’re not Ameri-
can soldiers. They’re Ukrai-
nian and they’re Russian. But,
people are being killed outside
of that. People are being killed
in the cities as things explode
throughout the cities and we
want to get that war over with.”

“So, I think it’s very big. I
think it’s a big difference be-
tween the last visit you saw at
the Oval Office and so that’s
a total ceasefire, Ukraine has
agreed to it, and hopefully
Russia will agree to it. We're
going to meet with him later on
today and tomorrow and hope-
fully we'll be able to wipe out a
deal. But I think the ceasefire is
very important. If we can get
Russia to do it, thatll be great.
If we can’t, we just keep going
on and people are going to get
killed, lots of people,” he added.

Trump’s statement comes
after Ukraine expressed readi-
ness to accept the US proposal
toenactan “immediate, interim

30-day ceasefire,” which can be
extended by mutual agreement
of the parties, and which is sub-
ject to acceptance and concur-
rent implementation by Russia.

The US will immediately lift
the pause on intelligence shar-
ing and resume security assis-
tance to Ukraine.

“The United States will com-
municate to Russia that Rus-
sian reciprocity is the key to
achieving peace. The United
States will immediately lift the
pause on intelligence sharing
and resume security assistance
to Ukraine,” the joint statement
released following the United
States-Ukraine Meeting in Jed-
dah read.

Yemen’s Houthis to resume attacks on
Israeli ships in Red and Arabian seas

AGENCIES
CAIRO

Yemen’s Houthis said on
Tuesday they would re-
sume attacks on Israeli
ships passing through the
Red and Arabian seas, the
Bab al-Mandab Strait and
the Gulf of Aden, ending
a period of relative calm
starting in January with the
Gaza ceasefire.

The Houthis had
launched more than 100
attacks targeting shipping
from November 2023, say-
ing they were in solidarity
with Palestinians over Is-
rael’s war with Hamas in
Gaza.

During that period, the
group sank two vessels,
seized another and killed at
least four seafarers in an of-
fensive that disrupted glob-
al shipping, forcing firms to
re-route to longer and more
expensive journeys around
southern Africa.

The leader of Yemen’s

Houthis in Yemen. File Photo

The Houthis bad launched more than
100 attacks targeting shipping from
November 2023, saying they were

in solidarity with Palestinians over
Israel’s warwith Hamas in Gaza.

Houthis had warned on
Friday that the group would
resume its naval operations
against Israel if Israel did
not lift a blockage of aid into
Gaza within four days.

On March 2, Israel blocked
the entry of aid trucks into
Gaza as a standoff over the
truce escalated, with Hamas
calling on Egyptian and Qa-
tari mediators to intervene.

“This ban will remain
in effect until the cross-
ings to the Gaza Strip are
reopened and humanitar-
ian aid, including food and
medical supplies, is allowed
to enter,” the group said in
an emailed statement on
Wednesday, adding that the
ban would take place with
immediate effect.

The U.S. State Department
said earlier this month it
was implementing the des-
ignation of the movement
as a “foreign terrorist or-
ganization” after President
Donald Trump’s call for the
move.

In January, Trump re-
designated the Houthi
movement as a foreign ter-
rorist organization, aiming
toimpose harsher economic
penalties in response to its
attacks on commercial
shipping in the Red Sea
and against U.S. warships
defending the critical mari-
time area.

REPORT FROM

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

A 2015 ground report by
NewsX uncovers mass
graves in Balochistan, re-
inforcing allegations of en-
forced disappearances and
extrajudicial killings by
Pakistani security forces.
Eyewitness accounts and
video evidence reveal a
graveyard in Quetta where
victims were allegedly bur-
ied after being abducted and
killed.

A ground report from 2015
by NewsX sheds light on
mass graves in Balochistan
and reinforcing allegations
of human rights abuses by
the Pakistani army and in-
telligence agencies. The re-
port, which includes video
footage, reveals a graveyard
in Quetta where victims of
enforced disappearances
were allegedly buried after
being killed by Pakistani
forces.

EYEWITNESS TES-
TIMONY FROM THE
GROUND

A girl in the video, stand-
ing at the site, describes the
harrowing reality:

“I am in Quetta, Balo-
chistan. This is the grave-
yard of the martyrs of Balo-
chistan. What you are seeing
is the grave of Khair Bakhsh

Marri. The other graves you
see belong to the martyrs of
Balochistan who were taken
by Pakistani agencies, killed,
and buried here. Others are
buried in their native places
like Mastung, Maj, Kala, Tur-
bat, and Dera Bugti. They
were martyred by the ISI
terrorists. To hide their op-
pression, Pakistan is blam-
ing others, claiming that
Balochis are fighting under
foreign influence, but we are
raising our voices ourselves.
We are fighting while living
in our own land. Everyone in

Balochistan hates Paki-
stan. We will give our lives
for the freedom of our coun-
try. From the day the oppres-
sive Pakistani state forcibly
occupied Balochistan, we
have been fighting for our
freedom. We have given
countless sacrifices and will
continue to do so. Pakistan
commits such heinous acts
that they even desecrate the
graves of our martyrs. They
have even set our martyrs’
graves on fire.”

THE KILL-AND-DUMP
POLICY

Balochistan has been
plagued by enforced disap-
pearances since 2007, when
a separatist insurgency
gained momentum. A mili-
tary-led operation launched
in 2005 aimed to suppress

2015 EXPOSES MASS GRAVES IN BALOCHISTAN

Balochistan bas been plagued by
enforced disappearances since 2007,
when a separatist insurgency gained
momentum. Amilitary-led operation
launched in 2005 aimed to suppress
the Baloch nationalist movement.

the Baloch nationalist move-
ment.

According to Pakistan’s
Federal Ministry of Hu-
man Rights, at least 936
bodies have been recovered
in Balochistan since 2011,
most of them dumped in
Quetta, Qalat, Khuzdar,
and Makran—areas where
the insurgency is strongest.
Among the most notorious
cases is that of Jalil Reki, a
political activist abducted

from Quetta in 2009. His
body was found two years
later near the Iranian border,
over 1,100 km away.

The Pakistani intelligence
agencies, frequently accused
of enforced disappearanc-
es, have been implicated
by families of the missing.
These families suspect that
their loved ones were killed
in custody and their bodies
dumped in remote locations
to cover up the crimes.

AT A GLANCE

@ 2015 NewsX Ground Report: Exposes mass graves
in Balochistan, highlighting enforced disappearances
and extrajudicial killings by Pakistani forces.

® Eyewitness Testimony: Victims allegedly buried
in Quetta after abduction and execution by Pakistani

agencies.

o Kill-and-Dump Policy: Enforced disappearances in
Balochistan since 2007; at least 936 bodies recovered

since 2011.

@ Jalil Reki Case: Political activist’s body found two
years after abduction, over 1,100 km away.

@ Human Rights Violations: Independent investiga-
tions hindered, with international organizations denied

access.

® Missing Persons: Around 18,000 Baloch people
missing since 2017, with many illegally arrested.

@ International Condemnation: Amnesty Interna-
tional urges Pakistan to end enforced disappearances,
but the government ignores calls.

® Widespread Suppression: Enforced disappear-
ances now occur across Pakistan, including in Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Balochistan.

@ Global Call for Justice: Human rights organizations
continue demanding accountability for the abductions

and killings.

HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS

Independent investigations
into these disappearances
are virtually impossible, as
international organizations
are denied access to affect-
ed areas under the guise of
“security concerns.” Critics
argue that the restrictions
serve to shield state institu-
tions from scrutiny rather
than protect citizens.

The Voice of Missing
Baloch Persons (VMBP)
and other human rights
groups estimate that since
2017, around 18,000 peo-
ple have disappeared in
Balochistan. Thousands
have been illegally arrested
without charges, legal as-
sistance, or disclosure of
their whereabouts. Most of
them have never appeared
before a court. Even official
sources acknowledge that at

least 1,000 people have gone
missing in the past six years.

According to Amnesty
International, nearly 1,200
bodies have been recovered
along roadsides, many of
them linked to enforced
disappearances. The orga-
nization has urged Pakistan
toimmediately end the prac-
tice, but the government has
largely ignored such calls.
The tactic, once confined
to Balochistan, has now
become a national tool for
silencing activists, journal-
ists, and political opponents
across Pakistan.

A PATTERN OF
SUPPRESSION

The practice of enforced
disappearances is not lim-
ited to Balochistan. Defence
of Human Rights, an NGO
advocating for missing per-
sons, reports that over 5000
cases remain unresolved
across Pakistan, particularly
in the Federally Adminis-
tered Tribal Areas (FATA),
Provincially Administered
Tribal Areas (PATA), Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Balo-
chistan, and Sindh.

The International Com-
mission of Jurists (ICJ) has
criticized Pakistan’s Com-
mission of Inquiry on En-
forced Disappearances,
established in 2011 under
international pressure, for

failing to make significant
progress. According to ICJ,
the practice has expanded
beyond conflict zones and is
now a common tool for sup-
pressing dissent nationwide.

An Amnesty Interna-
tional report states that
targeted individuals in-
clude members of the
Baloch, Sindhi, and Pash-
tun ethnic groups, the Shia
community, human rights
defenders, political activists,
and suspected members of
armed groups. In many
cases, individuals are openly
taken into custody by police
or intelligence agencies, yet
authorities refuse to dis-
close their whereabouts to
families. Some victims are
eventually released, while
others remain in arbitrary
detention or disappear en-
tirely. Many suffer torture
or die in captivity.

THE GLOBAL CALL
FOR JUSTICE

Despite international con-
demnation, Pakistan’s gov-
ernment has shown little
willingness to address the
issue of enforced disappear-
ances. Human rights organi-
zations continue to demand
accountability, but the cycle
of abductions, killings, and
mass graves persists, leav-
ing families in anguish and
an entire region in fear.
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Bollywood actor Khushi Kapoor poses for a picture during a promotion event of
her movie ‘Nadaaniyan’ in Mumbai. ANI

Sara Ali Khan, Aditya-starrer
‘Metro In Dino’ release date out

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

The wait for ‘Metro In Dino’
has finally been over. Ad-
itya Roy Kapur and Sara Ali
Khan starrer has finally got
arelease date.

Anurag Basudirectorial an-
thology film Metro In Dino
is set to hit the theatres on
July 4. The anthology film
also stars Anupam Kher,
Konkana Sen, Neena Gup-
ta, Ali Fazal, Fatima Sana
Sheikh and Pankaj Kaooor
in prominent roles.

T-Series, the film’s official
distributor, shared a poster
and announced the release
date on Instagram. The
post read, “When love, fate
and city life collide magic is
bound to happen!#Metro...
In Dino brings the stories of
heart from the cities that you
love! Experience it on #Ju-
ly4th in cinemas near you”

‘Metro...In Dino’ marks
Aditya and Basu’s second
collaboration. The duo first
worked together in ‘Ludo’.

‘Metro In Dino,’ a film that
apparently draws its title
from the popular song ‘In
Dino’ from ‘Life in a... Met-
ro’, will showcase bittersweet

Anurag Basu directorial anthology film
Metro In Dino is set to hit the theatres
on July 4. The anthology film also stars
Anupam Kber, Konkana Sen, Neena
Gupta, Ali Fazal, Fatima Sana Sheikh
and Pankaj Kaooor in prominent roles.

tales of human relationships
based in contemporary times.

Sharing more details about
the film, Basu had earlier
said, “Metro In Dinois a tale
of the people and for the peo-
ple! It has been a while since
Tam working on this one and
I am glad to be collaborat-
ing with a powerhouse like
Bhushan Kumar yet again
who has always been like a
pillar to me!”

“The storyline is very fresh
and relevant as I look for-
ward to collaborating with
amazing artists who bring
that essence of contemporary
aura with them. As music
plays a very important role
in any film, I couldn’t be hap-
pier to be collaborating with
my dear friend Pritam who
hasliterally added life to the
characters and story with his
work,” he added.

NEW DELHI
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KARTIK AARYAN'S MOTHER SEEMINGLY
CONFIRMS DATING RUMOURS WITH SREELEELA

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

artik Aaryan’s moth-
er, Mala Tiwari, has
eemingly con-

firmed the actor’s rumored
relationship with Sreeleela.
Recently, she accompanied
her son to the ITFA Awards
2025, where a clip surfaced
on social media showing
her being asked about her
future daughter-in-law’s
expectations.

In her response, Mala Ti-
wari mentioned that the
family’s demand for a good
wife is “a very good doctor.”
This comment has left fans
speculating if it was a subtle
hint toward Kartik’s alleged
romance with Sreeleela,
as the South actress is cur-
rently studying to become a
doctor.

Neither Kartik nor Sreelee-

la has ofﬁc1a]ly conﬁrrned or
denied the rumors, but the
statement from his mother
has certainly added fuel
to the speculation. Earlier
this month, Sreeleela was
also seen attending a cel-
ebration hosted by Kartik
and his family for his sis-
ter, Dr. Kritika Tiwari, who
achieved a milestone in her

medical career. In a video
from the party, Kartik and
Sreeleela were seen having
a good time, with Sreeleela
performing a dance from
Pushpa 2 while Kartik cap-
tured the moments on his
phone.

Interestingly, Kartik and
Sreeleela will soon share
the screen in an untitled

film directed by Anurag
Basu. This will be their
first collaboration. A teaser
for the film was released,
showing Kartik perform-
ing a romantic song, Tu
Meri Zindagi, while sport-
ing a brooding lover’s look.
The teaser also showcased
glimpses of their sizzling
on-screen chemistry. The
film is set to release in the-
aters this Diwali.

Kartik Aaryan is an
Indian actor who works
in Hindi films. While
pursuing a degree in en-
gineering, he made his
acting debut with Luv
Ranjan’s buddy film
Pyaar Ka Punchnama
(2011). He went on to star
in the romances Akaash
Vani (2013) and Kaanchi
(2014), but these failed to
propel his career forward.

Scarlett Johansson on returning as Black Widow in MCU

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

Actress and singer Scarlett
Johansson confirmed that
she will not be returning
for her character Natasha
Romanoff or Black Wid-
ow and she has moved on
from the Marvel Cinemat-
ic Universe.

Despite leading a
prequel, 2021’s Black
Widow, Johansson con-
firmed she would not be
returning to the role, re-
ported People.

However, Marvel
fans “just don’t want
to believe it,” she said.
“They’re like, ‘But she
could come back!” Look,

doing well.

— POOJAHEGDE

(Indian Actress)

BRAIN PICKING

Women-centric films are being made, and they are

J

I think the balance of the
entire universe is held in
her hand. We’re going

to have to let it go. She
saved the world. Let her
have her hero moment.”

Apart from Natasha’s
onscreen death, Jo-
hansson’s exit from the
franchise was also not
straightforward.

In July 2021, the Oscar
nominee filed a lawsuit
against distributor The
Walt Disney Company,
alleging that its simul-
taneous release of Black
Widow in theaters and
on streaming service
Disney+ breached a
stipulation in her con-
tract that it be released
exclusively in theaters.
Months later, she and the
conglomerate reached
a settlement; its terms
were not disclosed, as
per the outlet.

‘Locked’ coming to Indian theatres on March 21

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Indian audience, get ready
to watch ‘Locked’ in the-
atres near you.

The film will be released
in Indian theatres on
March 21. Bill Skarsgard
stars in Locked alongside
Academy Award winner
Anthony Hopkins, who re-
turns to familiar territory
as a chilling villain reminis-
cent of his iconic Hannibal
Lecter role in The Silence of
the Lambs.

Sharing his experience
working on the project,
David Yarovesky in a press
note said, “Working with
Bill and Anthony was a
once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence. They are two of the
greatest living actors, each

(\FROM PRODLICER
SAMRAIMI

arauer DAVID YAROVESKY

ONLY IN THEATERS MARCH 2!

having brought to life some
of the most iconic villains of
all time. Now, they’re going
head-to-head in a battle of
wits--a fight to the death!
Together, they are electric!
I'm deeply grateful to both
of them, as well as to Sam
Raimi, for being such in-
credible creative partners
and for trusting me to steer

the ship.”

The official synopsis
read, “Bill Skarsgard as
a petty thief, who breaks
into a state-of-the-art lux-
ury SUV, only to realize he
has walked straight into
a meticulously orches-
trated trap. The vehicle’s
owner--portrayed by
Anthony Hopkins, a self-
proclaimed vigilante de-
livering his own brand of
twisted justice, seizes re-
mote control, transform-
ing the car into a deadly
prison where every deci-
sion is a matter of life and
death. With no means of
escape, Eddie must fight
to survive in a ride where
escape is an illusion, sur-
vival is a nightmare, and
justice shifts into high
gear.”

Oscar-nominated ‘September 5’ to open Red Lorry Film Festival in India

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

The Red Lorry Film Festival,
curated by BookMyShow
India, has announced its
opening night film, Sep-
tember 5, an Oscar-nomi-
nated drama about the 1972
Munich Olympics terrorist
attack, according to Variety.

The festival, now in its
second year, will take place

Complaint against CNC Prez over Rashmika’s security plea

TDG NETWORK
MADIKERI

A complaint has been
filed against Codava Na-
tional Council (CNC)
president Nandineda
Nachappa, who sought se-
curity for actress Rashmi-
ka Mandanna following
a controversial remark
made by Congress MLA
Ravi Kumar Gowda.

The complaint, filed by
another organization, al-
leges that Nachappa is
trying to create divisions
in society and disturb law
and order.

The complaint has been
submitted to the Mandya
Superintendent of Police.

Earlier this month, the
Kodava rights’ protection
organization, Codava Na-
tional Council (CNC), ex-
pressed serious concerns
over Mandanna’s safety,
urging the Union and Kar-
nataka Home Ministers to
provide her with security
amid the ongoing political
controversy.

The controversy erupted
earlier this month when
Karnataka Congress MLA
Ravikumar Gowda Ganiga
accused Mandanna of dis-

regarding the Kannada film
industry by allegedly refus-
ing to attend the Bengaluru
International Film Festival.
He further added that the
actress “must be taught a
lesson.”

While speaking to the
media on March 3, he said,
“Rashmika Mandanna, who
started her career with the
Kannada movie Kirik Party
in Karnataka, refused to at-
tend the International Film
Festival last year when we
invited her. She said, ‘T have
my house in Hyderabad,
I don’t know where Kar-
nataka is, and I don’t have

time. I can’t come.” One of
our legislator friends visited
her house 10-12 times to in-
vite her, but she refused and
even disregarded Kannada,
despite growing up in the
industry here. Shouldn’t we
teach them a lesson?”

Later, the MLA, while
speaking to ANI, provided
clarification on his state-
ment.

“When I said that I would
teach her a lesson, I meant
about life lessons, but I did
not mean to attack her; I
said, do not kick the ladder
you have climbed,” Gowda
told.

from March 21 to 23, with
screenings in Mumbai and,
for the first time, in Hy-
derabad. The event will be
held at Maison INOX at Jio
‘World Plaza, Maison PVR at
Jio World Drive in Mumbai,
and Prasads Multiplex in
Hyderabad.

Directed by Tim Fehlbaum
and distributed by Para-
mount Pictures, September
5 takes viewers inside ABC

Sports’ broadcast station
during the Munich tragedy.

As per Variety, the film
combines archival footage
with dramatized scenes to
recreate the intense atmo-
sphere as journalists re-
ported live from the scene. It
earned an Oscar nomination
for Best Original Screenplay
and has received critical
praise for its gripping sto-
rytelling.

Sonam Bajwa to star opposite
Harshvardhan Rane in ‘Deewaniyat’

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Actor Harshvardhan Rane’s
starrer ‘Deewaniyat’ has
found its leading lady. Af-
ter announcing Rane as the
male lead, the makers have
now confirmed that ac-
tress Sonam Bajwa will star
alongside him in the intense
love story.

Bajwa, on Wednesday,
took to her Instagram ac-
count to share a motion
poster featuring a hand
holding ared rose. The video

also included her voiceover.

In the video, Bajwa can
be heard saying, “Tera
pyar pyar nahi, teri zid hai.
Jisse tu paar kar raha hai,

woh har hadd ki hadd hai.
Jal jaungi, mit jaungi, par
khaati hoon main kasam--
tere ishq mein jhuk jaoon,
main nahi woh sanam.
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TOYOTA URBAN CRUISER TAISOR AT & MT REVIEW | RUMBLE IN THE FRONX

SYED SHIRAZ SHAH

eeping the throttle
pinned in 3rd, the
Taisor MT’s tacho

and speedo needles sweeped
past the halfway mark in
their respective dials in tan-
dem, and I could now see its
bonnet being absolutely par-
allel to a rashly driven, UK
registered, last-gen Honda
Amaze’s bonnet with a gap
of around half a foot be-
tween the two cars... This
happened 3-4 minutes later
after noticing the Amaze
driver in my mirrors over-
taking everyone from the
wrong side, almost throw-
ing off a couple on a motor-
cycle in the process. Now,
while the righteous part of
me wanted to stop him and
call the cops, the more pru-
dent part of me reminded
myself that I was driving a
media unit and protecting
it superceded everything
else at that moment. So I
let him pass my car as well
from the left, but, since the
road ahead had cleared by
now, I thought I should at
least give him a subtle idea
that his rash driving is being
noticed, so that he doesn’t
continue endangering oth-
ers lives anymore, hopefully.
Therefore, I gunned the Tai-
sor MT while he was trying
to pass it at full chat already.
The bonnets, as mentioned
earlier, were now parallel
to each other, and for the
first few seconds the Amaze
driver still tried to pass but
he quickly realized that he
wasn’t winning this one. He
slowed down, despite a com-
pletely clear road ahead, and
started driving normally,
matching the pace of sur-
rounding traffic. I still kept
an eye on him in my rear
view mirror, ready for an
evasive maneuver if he tried
anything funny, but, thank-
fully, he didn’t revert to his
previous uncivil behaviour.
The couple on the motorcy-
cle passed me a few seconds
later, nodding in apprecia-
tion. Sometimes, you really
do need to take a stand, and
Tam glad that I did.

That said, please refrain
if you do not know the dif-
ference in standing your
ground and road rage. “No
engagement” is the thumb
rule here. Therefore, no
words or even stares should
be exchanged in such situa-
tions.

Also, an offshoot of this
event was that I got a good
idea about the Taisor MT’s
performance. Of course, I
didn’t stop there; I put both
the MT and AT to my rou-
tine test cycle the next day.
Therefore, unlike my other
reviews where I start with
the design, here I'll begin
by talking about the perfor-
mance. Also, I would contin-
ue calling it just Taisor and
not Urban Cruiser Taisor.

Should you buy the Toyota Urban Cruiser Taisor over the Maruti Suzuki Fronx?

PERFORMANCE

You might be aware but I
shall reiterate it anyway that
all media units are generally
top-end models. Therefore,
while Toyota also sells the
Taisor with a naturally as-
pirated 1.2 liter petrol en-
gine, the press cars are the
top-end 1.0 liter turbo petrol
models. You may check the
power and torque figures on
the company’s website and/
orin the brochures. Here, as
always, I would tell you what
those figures translate to on
the road.

Let’s talk about the ac-
celeration first. In my cus-
tomary O-100 km/h test,
the AT consistently pulled
9.5 s runs, whereas the MT
wasn’t too far behind with
consistent 10.0 s runs. In
fact, I did manage a 99 srun
too with the MT. However,
clearly, the AT is the quicker
car. But it’s the MT that can
stop quicker. I managed to
pull off an eye-popping time
of 4.5 s while braking from
160-0 km/h. The AT took
6.2 seconds for the same.
Well, automatics still can’t
beat the manuals in engine
braking...

Let me quickly add that all
these tests were done on a
closed road, and, no, I won’t
give you its coordinates.

Now while we have iden-
tified that both Taisors are
quick enough, let’s exam-
ine how they perform on
the highways. I am talking
about their cruising ability.
The AT does a marvelous
job here by cruising in the
top (6th) gear at 100 km/h
at just 2,000 rpm. The MT
has a five-speed gearbox
and assuch 100 km/h in Sth
gear comes at 2,600 rpm in
it. However, the NVH lev-
els at these speeds are well
contained in both the cars.
Therefore, don’t be afraid to
get the manual in any case.

RIDE QUALITY & HAN-
DLING

The ride quality of both the
cars turned out to be sur-
prisingly good too. There is
a terrible broken patch of
around 500 m on one of my
test routes, which makes
for a wonderful testbed for
gauging cars’ and bikes’
suspension setups. Both the
Taisors tackled it well, so if
you’re someone with an an-
cestral property in a Godfor-
saken place, the Taisor will
get you there in more than
reasonable comfort. Also,
it goes without saying then
that it handles our usual
road irregularities with even
more ease.

Now the handling of this
car is something that you
might not immediately
notice because you won’t
perhaps drive it like that ini-
tially. It’s not a Toyota GR-86,
right? Heck, it’s not even a
Toyota, but a Maruti Suzuki
Fronx with Toyota badges.
Still, my job as a reviewer
involves taking the vehicles,

g

as and when possible, to
their limits GRADUALLY,
and I am happy to report
that this car’s dynamics are
pretty sorted. It’s the chassis
that shines here. That’s why,
despite the steering lacking
in feel and directness, your
inputs are mostly rewarded
with precise directional
changes, and, for what its
worth, the steering does car-
ry adecent amount of weight
at all times.

FUEL EFFICIENCY

I shall keep this section
short. The MT is the more
fuel efficient car, and if you
know a thing or two about
cars, you'd already be aware
that a conventional manual
gearbox will always be more
fuel efficient than a torque
converter with the same en-
gine. So no surprises there.

That said, the AT doesn’t
have questionable drinking
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habits either. It will give you
around 13 km/1 in the city
and 16 km/I on the high-
ways. The MT will return
around 15 km/1 in the city
and 18 km/1 on the high-
ways.

EXTERIOR AND INTE-
RIOR

I'll keep this one concise
as well. Hands down, the
Taisor is a better designed
car than the Fronx. Don’t
get me wrong though—the
Fronx doesn’t look bad by
any stretch of imagination.
It’s just that I find its design
to be unnecessarily busy,
while the Taisor’s lines and
contours are so much more
cohesive, smoother, and el-
egant. It'sa more handsome
car. Period.

I won’t talk much about
the interiors as both the
Fronx and Taisor have been
around for quite sometime

and you'd already be aware
that the interiors are almost
identical. However, since
this is a review, I am obli-
gated to inform you that it’s
a comfortable cabin over-
all and no member of your
family would ever get a nas-
ty surprise in this car as far
as things like comfort, ergo-
nomics, and convenience
are concerned.

That said, while the driv-
er’s Auto power-window
switch always stays illumi-
nated, the rest of the switch-
es on the door panel do not.
Dear Toyota, please make at
least the all-door lock/un-
lock switch backlit as well.

Also, the boot’s loading lip
is quite high and you'd need
to be in good shape to haul
heavy items into and out of
it.

VERDICT

Have you seen those mov-

ies or OTT series where the
friend or sibling of the main
lead is more handsome/
beautiful? The Taisor is that
friend/sibling.

Plus, since it’s not a per-

Let’s talk about the ac-

celeration first. In my cus-
tomary 0-100 km/h test,
the AT consistently pulled

9.5 sruns, whereas the MT
wasn’t too far behind with
consistent 10.0 s runs. In

fact, | did managea 9.9
srun
too with the MT. However,
clearly, the AT is the
quicker
car. But it’s the MT that can
stop quicker. | managed to
pull off an eye-popping
time

of 4.5 s while braking from
160-0 km/h. The AT took
6.2 seconds for the same.

Well, automatics still can’t

beat the manuals in engine

braking...

son, but a car carrying a
Toyota badge, you get a
much longer “standard”
warranty coverage—3
years / 1lakh km (can be
extended to 5 years / 2 lakh

km) vs Maruti’s 2 years /
40,000 km—and compli-
mentary RSA (Road Side
Assistance) for five years.
That makes the Taisor a no-
brainer, really.
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where food options are

endless, it’s not often
that a new delivery service
gets us excited. But Como-
rin, a popular eatery which
was voted India’s Best
Restaurant Bar at 30 Best
Bars 2022, is finally deliv-
ering in the capital, and I
couldn’t wait to try it out. I
ordered a variety of dishes
to get a feel for Comorin’s
menu, so read on to know
what I felt about the eat-
ery’s offerings and taste!

The Comorin Vada Pav
was a great starting point.
The vada was crispy on
the outside and soft on the
inside, just like it should
be, and the pav was fresh,
while the chutneys added
anice tanginess to the dish.

The Sweet Corn Kh-
ichadi was another unique
surprise as I didn’t know
what to expect! The dish
turned out to be a flavorful,
slightly sweet, and com-
forting bowl of goodness.
The sweet corn added a
nice pop of flavor, and the
khichadi was cooked to
perfection - just what a
comfortable, homely meal
should be like!

For mains, I tried the
Comorin Paneer Rara
with Garlic & Green Chilli
Naan. The curry was a
creamy, spicy delight and
the paneer was cooked
to perfection. The naans
were not too garlicky or
spicy, and were a great ac-
companiment to the other
dishes.

The Kashmiri Guchhi

In a city like New Delhi,
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Pulao, on the other hand,
was a rich, earthy de-
light and definitely my
favourite! The pulao was
cooked to perfection, and
the mushrooms and soya
chunks in it were flavor-
ful and aromatic. It was
a dish that warmed the
heart and filled the belly
and I couldn’t stop eating
it all! The accompanying
Saffron Raita added a cool,
refreshing, soothing touch
to the pulao.

Finally to end my hearty
meal from Comorin, I
tried the Malai Cheeni
Toast, which was a sweet,
indulgent treat. The toast
was crispy, the malai was
creamy, and the honey-
comb added a nice sweet-
ness to the dish.

Overall, I was impressed
with Comorin’s offerings
as all the dishes were fla-
vorful, aromatic, and ex-
pertly cooked. The deliv-
ery was prompt, and the
packaging was impressive.
If you're looking for a taste
of the world in New Del-
hi, Comorin is definitely
worth trying out.

Rating: 4.5/5

L'Opera launches new menu and welcomes on board new French chef

TDG NETWORK

Lopera’s Delhi’s premier
French Patisserie-Bou-
langerie and Salon de Thé,
is delighted to announce
the appointment of its
new Head Chef, Amélie
Duthel.With a distin-
guished career rooted in
fine pastry and culinary
innovation, Chef Amélie
brings a wealth of exper-
tise, passion, and artistry
to L'Opéra.

Chef Amélie has re-
fined her craft in some of
France’s most esteemed
establishments, including
Michelin-starred restau-
rants and luxury patis-
series. With a keen eye
for detail and a dedication
to authentic French gas-
tronomy, she is poised to
enhance L'Opéra’s offer-
ings, infusing them with
her signature creativity
and precision.

“We are thrilled to
welcome Chef Amélie
to the L’'Opéra family,”
said Laurent Samandari,
Co- Founder and CEO of
L’Opéra. “Her extensive

experience and vision
align perfectly with our
commitment to delivering
an unparalleled authentic
French experience. We
look forward to seeing her
innovative touch elevate
our menu and delight our
patrons.”

Expressing her ex-
citement about joining
L’Opéra, Chef Amélie
shared, “It is an honour
to be part of such a pres-

tigious establishment.
L’Opéra’s unwavering
dedication to authenticity
and quality deeply reso-
nates with my culinary
philosophy. I am eager to
craft exquisite pastries and
delicacies that celebrate
the timeless traditions
of French cuisine while
embracing fresh, locally
sourced ingredients.”
L’Opéra invites food lov-
ers and patrons to experi-

ence Chef Amélie’s artistry
firsthand, as she brings a
new wave of exciting and
refined pastry creations to
its renowned selection

Lopera is also delighted
to announce the launch of
its new menu.

The new menu at UOpéra
includes a variety of ex-
quisite appetisers, main
courses, and special dishes
that reflect the restaurant’s
commitment to qual-

ity and flavour. Guests can
look forward to a diverse
range of options, from a
delectable brown rice dish
with exotic vegetables and
spicy cottage cheese to
succulent grilled chicken
breast served with creamy
mashed potatoes and a
rich black pepper sauce.
Each dish has been meticu-
lously crafted to showcase
authentic French flavours
with a contemporary twist.

In addition to the main
courses, the menu features
an array of appetisers and
special dishes designed
to delight. Highlights in-
clude a velvety creamy
broccoli soup, a gourmet
tropical salad bowl with
sweet potato, sprouts, and
couscous, and a vibrant
Mediterranean pesto wrap.
These offerings provide a
perfect start to the meal,
setting the stage for an un-
forgettable dining experi-
ence.

L’Opéra invites food
enthusiasts and loyal pa-
trons to experience the
new menu and savour the
exceptional flavours it has
to offer.
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HEARTBREAK! DONNARUMMA STANDS

BETWEEN LIVERPOOL AND WIN

AGENCIES
MADRID

ianluigi Donnarum-
ma came through
and Paris Saint-

Germain defeated Liverpool
in a penalty shootout to join
Barcelona, Bayern Munich
and Inter Milan in the quar-
terfinals of the Champions
League on Tuesday.

PSG beat Liverpool 1-O on
the night to level the aggre-
gate score at 1-1. Ousmane
Dembélé scored 12 minutes
into the second-leg match
after a blunder by the Liv-
erpool defense.

After extra time, Donna-
rumma stopped the penal-
ty shots by Darwin Nunez
and Curtis Jones to secure
his team a 4-1 shootout win.
Desire Doue scored the
winning spot kick for PSG,
which will face either Aston
Villa or Club Brugge.
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“It does not matter if we
deserve the win. Both teams
deserved to go through,”
PSG coach Luis Enrique

said. “We were better in
Paris and they were better
here. My team showed great
personality and character at

Barcelona beat Benfica 3-1

AGENCIES
BARCELONA

Lamine Yamal and Raph-
inha dazzled as Barcelona
thumped Benfica 3-1 on
Tuesday, reaching the Cham-
pions League quarterfinals
4-1 on aggregate. Raphinha
netted either side of a stun-
ning Yamal strike as the
Catalans dominated in the
first half, building on their
1-Olast 16, first leg win in Lis-
bon. Nicolas Otamendi had
quickly levelled Raphinha’s
opener but the visitors were
blown away at the Olympic
Stadium as Barcelona pro-
gressed comfortably from
the tie and produced some
moments of brilliant attack-
ing football.

Hansi Flick’s side will face
Borussia Dortmund or Lille

aim to win the competition
for the first time since 2015
and the era of Lionel Messi,
Neymar and Luis Suarez.
“We are candidates to win
everything,” Raphinha told
Movistar, with the clubin the
hunt for a potential treble.
Barcelona are unbeaten in
17 matches in 2025. “It’s good
that the players think about
that (winning everything), it

in the quarter-finals as they

shows they have confidence,
they believe in what they are
doing, but my job is to stay
calm,” said Flick. Flick had
said Barca would play for late
club doctor Carles Minarro,
who died suddenly on Sat-
urday ahead of the team’s
match against Osasuna,
which was postponed, and
the players observed a si-
lence in his honour before
kick-off.
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Anfield.”

The French league leader
— seeking its first Champi-
ons League title — had lost

at this stage in five of the
past eight editions. It lost to
Borussia Dortmund in last
season’s semifinals.

“It was the best game of
football I have ever been in-
volved in,” Liverpool man-
ager Arne Slot said. “It was
an incredible performance,
especially if you compare
it with last week. We were
creating chances and then
we were 1-O down. We ran
out of luck after last week.”

Barcelona cruised past
Benfica with Raphinha scor-
ing twice and Lamine Yamal
once in a 3-1 win at home.

The Catalan club advanced
4-1 on aggregate score after
last week’s 1-O victory and
will play either Borussia
Dortmund or Lille in the
quarterfinals.

After a 3-O first-leg win,
Bayern Munich had no trou-
ble advancing past German
rival Bayer Leverkusen.

Harry Kane revels in a statement
win for Bayern Munich

AGENCIES
LEVERKUSEN, GERMANY

Harry Kane is one step closer to being a
Champions League winner, and he wants
to enjoy Bayern Munich’s statement victory
over German rival Bayer Leverkusen.

“To beat this team 5-O over two legs shows
the type of team that we are,” Kane told
broadcaster Prime Video after scoring his
10th Champions League goal of the season
in Tuesday’s 2-O second-leg win.

“We’re in the quarterfinal now where Bay-
ern Munich should be and we want to keep
pushing,” Kane said. “We just want to enjoy
this because it’s not easy. Especially when
you play your domestic rivals, there’s alot of
pressure, there’s a lot of intensity that goes

intoit.”

Kane added that Bayern hadn’t wanted
to protect its three-goal lead from the first
leg, but instead wanted to put Leverkusen
under more pressure by creating chances
early on: “In the second half we knew they
had to come out and try something and we

punished them.”

Next stop in the Champions League is a
quarterfinal meeting with Inter Milan.

“It will be tough,” Kane said. “The San
Siro’s a really tough place to go but also, any
team we play, we know that we can cause

problems.”
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Kane’s career has been defined by an abun-
dance of individual awards and a lack of team
trophies. With Bayern leading the Bundes-

liga by eight points from Leverkusen and into

the Champions League quarterfinals, that
wait could soon come to an end.

The coach who has got the best out of Kane
and the players around him wasn’t Bayern’s
first choice last year.

Inter Milan cruise into league quarters

AGENCIES
MADRID

Inter Milan will face Bayern
Munich in the quarter-finals
of the Champions League
after seeing off Feyenoord
2-1 on Tuesday to complete
a comfortable 4-1 aggregate
victory. A thumping early
strike from Marcus Thuram
and Hakan Calhanoglu’s
penalty at the San Siro gave
Inter comfortable passage
to the last eight, where the
Italian champions will facea
blockbuster clash with Bay-
ern Munich. Inter lead Serie
A and there is talk in Italy
that Simone Inzaghi’s team
have a chance at repeating
the league, Italian Cup and
Champions League treble
won by Jose Mourinho 15
years ago.

Special Olympics Winter Games:

India bags

AGENCIES
BARDONECCHIA

The Indian contingent
commenced its campaign
at the 2025 Special Olym-
pics World Winter Games
with remarkable perfor-
mances and achievements.
Securing a total of four
medals, comprising two
gold and two silver medals,
on the opening day, the In-
dian athletes demonstrated
exceptional skvill and de-
termination in Italy.

Contesting in all 6 of its
participating sports disci-
plines on Tuesday, the Indi-
an athletes took away two
gold and two silver med-
als in the only medal event
of the day- Snowboard-
ing, held in Bardonecchia.
While Bharti and Sameer
grabbed a gold medal each,
Hem Chand and Harshita
Thakur took home a silver
medal in their respective
divisions of the Novice Gi-
ant Slalom Final, as per a
press release from Special
Olympics Bharat.

The victory by snow-
boarding athletes has suc-
cessfully opened India’s
account of medals at the
2025 Special Olympics
World Winter Games. As
the Indian contingent pre-
pares to return to action
on Wednesday, the athletes
will only aim to make fur-
ther significant additions to
this tally.

A 49-member contingent,
comprising 30 athletes and
19 support staff members,
has been sent to represent
India at the tournament
in Turin, Italy. The event
promises to bring forward
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The victory by
snowboarding
athletes bas
successfully opened
India’s account

of medals at the
2025 Special
Olympics World
Winter Games.

around 1500 athletes with
intellectual disabilities
from 102 countries to par-
ticipate in eight sports, aim-
ing to promote inclusivity
and representation in the
sporting world.

Eight sports will be
spread across four venues:
Speed Skating and Floor-
ball will take place in Turin,
snowshoeing and Alpine
Skiing will be organized in
Sestriere, and snowboard-

medals
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ing and Cross-Country
Skiing will be played in the
cities of Bardonecchia and
Pragelato, respectively.

The Special Olympics
World Winter Games are
scheduled to take place
in Italy from March 8 to
March 15.

This monumental event
will be the largest sports
and humanitarian gather-
ing of the year, showcasing
the incredible talents and

on Day 1

resilience of individuals
with intellectual disabilities
and promoting global in-
clusion through sports.

The Special Olympics
World Winter Games is a
prestigious international
event that brings together
athletes with intellectual
disabilities from around
the globe. This year’s edi-
tion has attracted partici-
pants from 102 countries,
with approximately 1500
athletes competing across
eight sports.

The event aims to pro-
mote inclusivity and rep-
resentation in the sporting
world, providing a plat-
form for athletes to show-
case their talents and abili-
ties.

The games are being held
across four venues in Turin
and its surrounding areas.

Speed skating and floor-
ball competitions are tak-
ing place in Turin itself,
while snowshoeing and
alpine skiing events are be-
ing organized in Sestriere.
Bardonecchia is hosting the
snowboarding and cross-
country skiing events, and
Pragelato is the venue for
cross-country skiing com-
petitions.

As the games progress,
the Indian athletes will
undoubtedly continue to
give their best efforts, rep-
resenting the country with
honor and determination.

Their participation in
this prestigious event high-
lights India’s commitment
to promoting inclusivity
and providing equal oppor-
tunities for all individuals,
regardless of their abilities
or disabilities.

“It’s not about believ-
ing or not believing (in the
treble), when you’re at In-
ter you play every game to
win. If you win every match
you’ll do great things,” said
Thuram.

Standing in Inter’s way
next month will be Bayern
after they swept aside Bayer
Leverkusen, who beat Inter
during the league phase.

Inzaghi is hoping that he
will have his first XI avail-
able for what will be the big-
gest matches of the season
for Inter who are keen to go
one better than 2023 when
they lost the Champions
League final to Manchester
City.

“It will be a complicated
match. They’re solid and
very well coached but we’ll
go for it just as we have

against everyone, playing
against other top teams,”
said Inzaghi.

“I hope we’ll have every-
one available for the tie...
‘We brought on two players
from the youth team near
the end and I told them that
they’llneed to give us a hand
because we're a bit short at

the moment.”

Feyenoord’s deepest run
in Europe’s top club com-
petition in decades ended
with a whimper although
the away side did briefly
look like making a game of
it when Jakub Moder rattled
in a penalty three minutes
before the break.

Inter could have easily
won by more after missing
a clutch of good chances,
with Thuram drilling a
great opportunity against
the bar moments before be-
ing substituted to rapturous
applause with 19 minutes
remaining.

The hosts were already
comfortably ahead from
their dominant first-leg
display in Rotterdam but
Thuram made sure there
would be no nasty surprises
in the eighth minute.

The France forward re-
ceived a ball from Carlos
Augusto on the left flank
and then charged towards
goal, cutting inside onto his
right foot and unleashing a
ferocious shot against which
Timon Wellenreuther could
do nothing to stop.

Suraj Singh sets 1,000m record in
National Youth Athletics

AGENCIES
PATNA

Uttarakhand’s Suraj Singh
broke the ,000m national
youth record to hog the
limelight on the final day
of the National Youth Ath-
letics Championships here
on Wednesday.The boys
1,000m race at the Patlipu-
tra Sports Complex turned
out to be the most exciting
event of the day as the top
two runners ran better than
15-year-old national youth
record of 2 minute 27.20
seconds which was set by
Rahul Palin 2010.

Singh’s gold-winning time
was 2:26.04, while silver
winner Vikas Kumar of Ut-
tar Pradesh clocked 2:26.59
to also dip below the earlier
national youth record.

Sohit Vijender of Haryana

won the bronze with a time
of 2:27.27 which was bet-
ter than the meet record of
2:28.89 clocked last year by
Md Nooruddin in Bilaspur.

The boys javelin throw
gold went to Himanshu of
Haryana whose best effort
was 72.00m.

Misti Karmakar of West
Bengal took home the girls

javelin throw gold with a
distance of 45.04m.

Results: Boys:

200m: Sayed Sabeer (Kar-
nataka) 21.67 seconds, J
Nived Krishna (Kerala) 21.85
seconds, Aditya Pisal (Ma-
harashtra) 21.96 seconds.

1,000m: Suraj Singh (Ut-
tarakhand) 2:26.04, Vikas
Kumar (Uttar Pradesh)
2:26.59, Sohit Vijender
(Haryana) 2:27.27.

Long jump: Shivam Ya-
dav (Uttar Pradesh) 7.26m,
Rajeev Roy (West Bengal)
7.12m, Pradeep Kumar (Bi-
har) 6.69m.

Javelin throw: Himanshu
(Haryana) 72.00m, Krishan
Chandra (Madhya Pradesh)
66.77m, Prince Jatiwal
(Haryana) 65.36m.

Girls:

200m: Prisha Mishra
(Haryana) 24.72 seconds,

Aarti (Haryana) 24.73 sec-
onds, Bhoomika Nehate
(Maharashtra) 24.99 sec-
onds.

1,000m: Nandani Rajb-
har (Uttar Pradesh) 2:55.68
seconds, Janhavi Hirudkar
(Maharashtra) 2:56.54 sec-
onds, Muskan (Haryana)
2:58.98 seconds.

Javelin throw: Misti
Karmakar (West Bengal)
45.04m, Siya Banjara (Ra-
jasthan) 41.82m, Tanushri
Mahalder (West Bengal)
41.73m.

High jump: Anchal Patil
(Maharashtra) 1.68m, Rinku
Ghosh (West Bengal) 1.65m,
Harshitha P (Karnataka)
1.60m.

Heptathlon: Anamika
Ajesh (Kerala) 4270 points,
Baddi Vyshali (Telangana)
4224 points, Harshitha P
(Karnataka) 4128 points.

All England Open: Sindhu out,
Rohan-Ruthvika advance

AGENCIES
BIRMINGHAM

Star Indian shuttler PV
Sindhu suffered an inex-
plicable meltdown, bow-
ing out of the All England
Championships with a
three-game loss to Korea’s
Kim Ga Eun in the wom-
en’s singles round of 32 on
Wednesday.

The two-time Olympic
medallist, returning after
recovering from a ham-
string injury, squandered
an opening-game advan-
tage to lose 21-19, 13-21, 13-21
to world number 21 Kim in

amatch that lasted just over
an hour at Arena Birming-
ham.

Sindhu, 29, was cruis-
ing at 20-12 in the opening
game but almost threw it
away, allowing Kim to re-

cover to 19-20 before even-
tually winning the game.
However, Sindhu’s form
dipped thereafter, while
Kim grew in confidence,
which was reflected in her
improved movement and

shot selection.

It was yet another disap-
pointing result for world
number 16 Sindhu, who
had exited in the opening
round of the Indonesia
Masters in January, follow-
ing a quarterfinal finish at
the India Open Super 750
to start the year.

India’s Rohan Kapoor and
Ruthvika Shivani Gadde,
however, progressed to
the second round of mixed
doubles competition, pre-
vailing 21-10, 17-21, 24-22
over Chinese Taipei’s Ye
Hong Wei and Nicole Gon-
zales Chan, ranked 41st.



