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Terrorism in Jammu and 
Kashmir has been curbed 
but “our mission is still 
not accomplished” as the 
scourge has not been com-
pletely eliminated, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
said on Monday after meet-
ing the families of 10 police 
personnel and an engineer 
who lost their lives in vari-
ous terror attacks over the 
past one year.

Shah said significant prog-
ress has been achieved un-
der the Modi government 
in tackling terrorism and 
ending separatist ideology 
in the Union Territory.

The minister, who is on a 
three-day visit to J-K, met 
the families at Raj Bhavan, 
paying tributes to the ter-
ror victims and expressing 
gratitude to their families. 

He also handed over ap-
pointment letters to nine 
nominees on compassion-
ate grounds.

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha 
and Director General of 
Police Nalin Prabhat were 
among those present on the 
occasion.

Among the families who 
met the Union minister 

were the next of kin of four 
policemen who recently 
sacrificed their lives in a 
fierce gunfight with Paki-
stani terrorists in Kathua 
district, officials said.

A massive search opera-
tion has been underway in 
the forest area of the dis-
trict since March 23, when 

LPG cylinders to cost Rs 50 
more, starting today

Wild swings in US indices

Sensex, Nifty plunge in sync 
with mayhem in world market 

Terrorism curbed but not 
eliminated in J&K: Shah

LPG cylinders, both Ujjwa-
la and non-Ujjwala, will be 
Rs 50 dearer, starting Tues-
day, Minister Hardeep Puri 
announced on Monday at a 
press conference.
“The price per cylinder of 
LPG will increase by Rs 
50. From Rs 500, it will go 
up to Rs 550 (for Pradhan 

Mantri Ujjwala Yojana ben-
eficiaries), and for others, it 
will go up from Rs 803 to Rs 
853,” the minister said.

CNG prices have also been 
increased by Re 1 per kg in 
the national capital and ad-
joining cities after the gov-
ernment last week raised 
input natural gas prices by 
almost 4 per cent.

CNG in the national capi-
tal will cost Rs 75.09 per kg, 

Indraprastha Gas Ltd  said 
in a post on X.
“This is a step which we 
will review as we go along. 
We review these every 2-3 
weeks,” he added.

The minister said the im-
position of additional excise 
duties on petrol and diesel is 
intended to compensate the 
oil marketing companies for 
losses they have incurred 

In keeping with the turmoil 
in global markets following 
President Donald Trump’s 
tariff decisions, the US 
markets also witnessed a 
bloodbath as they opened 
on Monday morning.

US benchmark indices - 
Nasdaq, S&P, and Dow 
Jones, slumped in a range 
of 4-5 per cent soon after the 
opening bell.
“The United States has a 
chance to do something 
that should have been done 
DECADES AGO. Don’t 
be Weak! Don’t be Stupid! 
Don’t be a PANICAN (A 
new party based on Weak 
and Stupid people!). Be 
Strong, Courageous, and 
Patient, and GREATNESS 
will be the result!” US 
President Donald Trump 
wrote on his social media 
platform Truth, addressing 
the American citizens.

Investors are worried 
that global trade could slow 
down significantly, affecting 
corporate earnings and eco-
nomic growth worldwide. 
The market reaction reflects 
growing concerns among 
investors about the future of 
international trade and the 

health of global economy.
The S &P 500 went from 

a 4.7 per cent drop shortly 
after the start of trading all 
the way to a surge of 3.4 per 
cent, a gain that would have 
counted as its best day in 
years.

It then quickly gave up all 
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There was a bloodbath 
on Dalal Street on 
Monday in tune with 

global selloff that triggered 
by Trump tariffs. Accord-
ing to market pundits, after 
China imposed reciprocal 
duties, investors fled to safe 
havens. 

The 30-sahre bellwether 
index Sensex dropped 5 per 
cent at one point in early 
trade, but as the day pro-
gressed it managed to pare 
some the losses. It finally 
ended the day 3 per cent 
lower. The Sensex closed 
at 73,137.90 points, down 
2,226 points. Broader index 
Nifty slipped 3 per cent to 
close at 22,161.60 points.

This was the biggest 
single-day decline in 10 
months. The Sensex and 
the Nifty had previously 
tumbled over 13 per cent on 
March 23, 2020 when lock-

down was imposed due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

“Equity markets wit-
nessed a sharp fall, track-

ing global sell-off sparked 
by the US reciprocal tariffs 
and China’s announcement 
of retaliatory tariffs of 34 

per cent on US goods. At the 
market opening, Nifty 50 
tanked 5 per cent -- its worst 
opening since March 2020 
(Covid-19 pandemic). This 
marked the sharpest single-
day fall since June’24, when 
the indices had plunged 
more than 8 per cent.  Mar-
ket showed some recovery 
towards the end of the ses-
sion,” Siddhartha Khemka, 
Head -- Research, Wealth 
Management, Motilal Os-
wal Financial Services Ltd, 
said.

Selling pressure was ram-
pant across the board as all 
BSE sectoral indices ended 
with deep cuts. Metal tum-
bled 6.22 per cent, realty 
dropped 5.69 per cent, com-
modities (4.68 per cent), 
industrials (4.57 per cent), 
consumer discretionary 
(3.79 per cent), auto (3.77 per 
cent), bankex (3.37 per cent), 
IT (2.92 per cent), teck (2.85 
per cent), and BSE-Focused 

trade war wreaks havoc on global stocks
     Investors rush to safe havens as fears of slowdown 

and supply chain disruption shake sentiments. 
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Recession 
fears spook 
IT stocks

Undaunted, 
Trump says 
result ‘will be 
greatness’
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The US Supreme Court 
has rejected the appeal of 
Tahawwur Rana, a key ac-
cused in the 26/11 Mumbai 
terror attacks, seeking to 
block his extradition to 
India. The decision brings 
Rana, a 64-year-old Cana-
dian national of Pakistani 
origin, closer to facing jus-
tice in India for his alleged 
role in the deadly 2008 at-
tacks.

Rana, who is currently 
held at a metropolitan de-
tention center in Los An-
geles, was closely associ-
ated with David Coleman 
Headley, one of the main 
conspirators behind the 
Mumbai attacks. Headley 
conducted reconnaissance 
in Mumbai before the at-
tacks, posing as an em-
ployee of Rana’s immigra-
tion consultancy. Rana was 
convicted in the US for con-
spiring to provide material 
support to a terrorist plot 

in Denmark and for aiding 
the Pakistan-based terror-
ist organization Lashkar-
e-Taiba, responsible for the 
Mumbai attacks.

On February 27, 2025, 
Rana filed an emergency 
application with the Su-
preme Court, requesting 
a stay on his extradition. 
The application, initially 
directed to Associate Jus-
tice Elena Kagan, was later 
renewed and referred to 
Chief Justice John Roberts. 
However, the Court denied 
his plea, citing that his ex-
tradition does not violate 
US law or the UN Conven-
tion Against Torture, as he 
claimed.

Rana argued that extra-
dition to India posed a risk 
of torture, emphasizing 
his Pakistani origin and 
Muslim faith as factors that 
could lead to severe mis-
treatment. His legal team 
also raised concerns about 
his health, stating that his 
severe medical conditions 
would make detention in 
Indian facilities a “de facto 
death sentence.”

Despite these claims, the 
Supreme Court’s denial of 

In the 2007 Moga sex scan-
dal case, a CBI court on 
Monday sentenced former 
Moga Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Devin-
der Singh Garcha and then 
SP (Headquarters) Param-
dip Singh Sandhu to five 
years of rigorous imprison-
ment. 

Both officers were also 
fined ₹2 lakh each under 
provisions of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act, 
1988.

The court also awarded 
Inspector Amarjit Singh 
six-and-a-half years of rig-
orous imprisonment along 
with a fine of ₹2.5 lakh, 
while Sub-Inspector Ra-
man Kumar was sentenced 
to eight years of rigorous 
imprisonment and fined₹3 
lakh. While Garcha and 
Sandhu later rose to the 
rank of Assistant Inspec-
tor General (AIG) before 
retiring, Inspector Amarjit 

Singh and SI Raman Ku-
mar had already been dis-
missed from service.

B e s i d e s  c o r r u p t i o n 
charges, SI Raman Kumar 
was also convicted of ex-
tortion, and Inspector Am-
arjit Singh for attempting 
extortion. The case, which 
attracted national attention 

in 2007, revolved around 
allegations that senior po-
lice officers and influen-
tial figures were involved 
in blackmailing wealthy 
youths by falsely implicat-

US court clears way for Tahawwur Rana’s extradition

Former SSP, SP get 
5-year term in Moga 
sex scandal case
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IT stocks, which earn a 
major part of their revenue 
from the US, fell sharply on 
Monday amid fears of a like-
ly recession after tariff hikes 
by the Trump administra-
tion rattled global markets.

Among blue-chip stocks, 
shares of Infosys dropped 
3.75 per cent, HCL Technol-
ogies declined 3.27 per cent, 
Tech Mahindra (2.47 per 
cent), LTIMindtree (1.72 per 
cent), Wipro (1.38 per cent), 
and Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices (0.69 per cent).

The BSE IT index tanked 
2.92 per cent while teck lost 
2.85 per cent.

“IT index ended with over 
2 per cent loss. In just three 
sessions, the index tumbled 
over 8 per cent as investors 
have turned risk-averse 
amid concerns of a likely 
recession in the US, India’s 
largest export market for 
tech services,” Siddhartha 
Khemka, Head - Research, 
Wealth Management at 
Motilal Oswal Financial 
Services Ltd, said.

With stock markets globally 
taking a plunge due to his 
tariff decisions and the US 
stocks also feeling the impact, 
US President Donald Trump 
on Monday urged people not 
to be “weak, stupid” and said 
they should be “courageous 
and patient” and the result 
“will be greatness”. Trump 
made the 
remarks on 
his social 
media plat-
form Truth 
Social, min-
utes before 
US stock markets opened.

“The United States has 
a chance to do something 
that should have been done 
DECADES AGO. Don’t be 
Weak! Don’t be Stupid! Don’t 
be a PANICAN (A new party 
based on Weak and Stupid 
people!). Be Strong, Cou-
rageous, and Patient, and 

Current events echo 
1987, with global 
contagion, policy 
shock, and halted 
trading—but now 
driven by politics, 
not programmes

The case  revolved 
around charges 
that police officers 
were involved 
in blackmailing 
wealthy youth by 
falsely implicating 
them in a sex racket

1987’s Black 
Monday saw a 
22.6% Dow crash—
triggered by market 
mechanics, but 
stabilized quickly 
by Fed action.

President Droupadi Murmu with Portugal President 
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa jointly release stamps 

commemorating 50 years of diplomatic ties between 
the two countries, in Lisbon on Monday. . ANI

FTSE 100 4.48%
DAX 4.26%
Euro Stoxx 50 4.31%
Nikkei 225 8.49
Straits Times 8.06
Hang Seng 15.24
KOSPI 5.89

BSE Sensex 2.95%
NSE Nifty 3.24%

hike iN prices

rs 550
(For Ujjwala beneficiaries) 
rs 853
(For general users) 
CNG: rs 75.09 per kg 

Excise duty on petrol and diesel by Rs 2 per litre each to raise 
about Rs 32,000 crore additional tax revenue.But no change 
in retail prices as increase will be adjusted against the price cut 
that was warranted because of falling international oil prices.

n Sensex and Nifty 
had tumbled over 
13%  on March 
23, 2020 when 
lockdown was im-
posed due to Co-
vid-19 pandemic 

Home Minister Amit Shah and Jammu and Kashmir LG Manoj 
Sinha meet family members of police personnel, who lost their 
lives in a terrorist attack, at Raj Bhawan in Jammu on Monday. ANI
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starMer, european leaders 
call us tariffs ‘new era for 
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The bench asked why oral mentioning is being made when 
there is a system in place to seek urgent listing.

The petitions filed in 
the Supreme Court 
challenging the Waqf 

(Amendment) Act, 2025 
were mentioned before the 
Supreme Court on Monday.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India Sanjiv Khan-
na denied oral mentioning.

The bench asked senior 
advocate Kapil Sibal, who 
was mentioning the matter, 
why the oral mentioning 
is being made when there 
is a system in place to seek 
urgent listing by sending 
of email and asked him to 
move a mentioning letter.

When Sibal said that the 
letter had already been 
email, CJI said that he 
would do the needful after 
examining it this after-
noon.

“Why are you mention-
ing when we have a system 
in place? Send a letter of 
urgency and that will be 
placed before me. I will do 
the needful. All these re-

quests are placed before me 
every afternoon,” said the 
CJI.

Several petitions were 
filed in the apex court chal-
lenging the Act contending 
that it was discriminatory 
towards the Muslim com-
munity and violates their 
fundamental rights.

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on April 5, gave her as-
sent to the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, which was 
earlier passed by Parlia-
ment after heated debates 
in both Houses.

Congress MP Moham-
mad Jawed, All India Maj-
lis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) Member of Par-
liament Asaduddin Owaisi, 
AAP MLA Amanatullah 
Khan, Maulana Arshad 
Madani, the President of 
the Islamic cleric’s body 
Jamiat Ulema-i-Hind, Ker-
ala Sunni scholars’ body 
Samastha Kerala Jamiatul 
Ulema, Social Democratic 
Party of India, and NGO 
Association for Protection 
of Civil Rights have already 

approached the top court 
against the Act.

In his plea, Javed said 
that the Act discriminates 
against the Muslim com-
munity by imposing restric-
tions that are not present in 
the governance of other reli-
gious endowments.

Javed was also a member 
of the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee on the Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024.

Owaisi in his plea stated 
that the amended Act “ir-
reversibly dilute” the statu-
tory protections afforded to 
Waqfs and their regulatory 
framework while confer-
ring undue advantage upon 
other stakeholders and in-
terest groups, undermining 
years of progress and setting 
back Waqf management by 
several decades.

Khan’s plea stated that the 

Act curtails the religious 
and cultural autonomy of 
Muslims, enables arbitrary 
executive interference, and 
undermines minority rights 
to manage their religious 
and charitable institutions.

Samastha Kerala Jamia-
tul Ulema contended that 
these amendments would 
distort the religious char-
acter of Waqfs while also 
irreversibly damaging the 

democratic process in the 
administration of Waqf and 
Waqf Boards.

Madani in his petition 
challenged various provi-
sions of the Act terming 
them unconstitutional and 
destructive to the Waqf ad-
ministration and jurispru-
dence in India.

His petition further said 
that several Waqf proper-
ties would be vulnerable 
due to the mandatory time-
lines for uploading details 
on the Portal and Data-
base envisaged under the 
amendment, threatening 
the very existence of a large 
number of historical waqfs-
-particularly those created 
by oral dedication or with-
out formal deeds.

While the NGO submit-
ted that Act is not only 
unnecessary but also an 
alarming interference into 
the religious affairs of the 
Muslim community dilut-
ing the fundamental pur-
pose of Waqf which is a 
practice deeply rooted in 
Quranic references.

Pleas challenging Waqf act 
mentioned in sc for urgent listing

Agencies
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The visit of Congress supreme leader Rahul Gandhi has cre-
ated stir in Bihar politics. While Congress continues to assert 
that it will contest elections with its allies in Bihar, the situ-
ation appears to be shifting. There are signs that the party 
may discuss potential alliances in the upcoming Congress 
meeting in Ahmedabad, with some Bihar leaders even sug-
gesting an ‘Ekla Chalo’ (go it alone) strategy.

With elections scheduled for November this year, Congress 
is placing its trust in its youthful leaders, Kanhaiya Kumar 
and state in-charge Krishna Alavaru. Both have been leading 
the ‘Palayan Roko, Naukri Do’ (Stop Migration, Give Jobs), 
largely sidelining their allies. Rahul Gandhi also joined the 
Yatra in Begusarai on Monday, and the event was marked by 
an enthusiastic crowd, signaling potential success. Congress 
workers are energized by this show of strength, leading to a 
growing sense that the party may go solo in the state.

This shift towards independent politics has caused concern 
among allies, particularly the RJD, which fears that Congress 
may again push for more seats, as it did in the last election. 
Congress state leaders are demanding more than 70 seats, 
mirroring the demands of the previous election, while the 
VIP party, another key ally in the Mahagathbandhan, has 
asked for 60 seats. These escalating seat demands are strain-
ing relations within the alliance.

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav has remained silent on the mat-
ter, but party spokespersons have made it clear that they are 
unwilling to concede additional seats to Congress. The RJD’s 
difficulties are compounded by the fact that they lost power 
in the previous election due to Congress’s demands.

As the political landscape in Bihar intensifies, Congress’s 
youth faction is preparing to go it alone. All eyes will be on 
the AICC meeting in Ahmedabad to see how the party ad-
dresses these issues regarding Bihar’s electoral strategy.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee today 
met a cross-section of the 
25,753 school teachers and 
non-teaching staff who lost 
their jobs after the Supreme 
Court flagged “institutional 
corruption and wide-spread 
fraud in the selection pro-
cess by the West Bengal 
School Service Commission 
(WBSSC).and vowed to pro-
tect the jobs of “deserving” 
teachers. However, her as-
surances did not cut much 
ice among the assembled 
teachers.

M a m a t a  B a n e r j e e 
slammed the Supreme 
Court for a “biased verdict” 
and cited the example of the 
all-India medical entrance 
exam NEET and said the 

top court did not cancel the 
whole examination in that 
case. “Only Bengal is being 
targetted. You cannot deny 
that you all fear Bengal’s tal-
ent,” Banerjee said. “Do not 
snatch the bread and butter 
of a family in the process of 
targetting my Government. 
In Tripura, 10,000 jobs 
were cancelled. The BJP 
said that when they would 
come to power, they would 
get it back…they did not, but 
in fact physically attacked 
those who tried to protest,” 
she said.

“The Supreme Court 
must clarify who is deserv-
ing and who is not. Give us 
the list. No one has the right 
to break the education sys-
tem,” she told the gathering 
at Netaji Indoor Stadium. “If 
the Supreme Court provides 
us clarity, we will be grate-

ful. If not, we will find a way 
and stand by you. Suffer for 
two months, you don’t have 
to suffer for 20 years. And 
I will compensate for those 
two months too. You won’t 
have to beg,” she said. What 
if the Supreme Court says 
those who are in jobs can’t 
continue, then what… let 

good sense prevail. Those 
who are eligible and genu-
ine, their job security is the 
Government’s responsibil-
ity. 

I will follow the SC ver-
dict. If someone shuts a 
door, there are always op-
tions and gaps. Plans A, B, 
C, D, and E are ready,” she 
asserted.

She reassured the teachers 
that their jobs were current-
ly secure. “No one has termi-
nated your job till date.”

The Chief Minister an-
nounced a legal team, in-
cluding prominent Supreme 
Court lawyers Kapil Sibal, 
Kalyan Banerjee, Prashant 
Bhushan, and Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi, to fight the 
teachers’ case. “Who was 
our lawyer? Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi. Who are we 
taking this time? Kapil Sibal, 

Kalyan Banerjee, Prashant 
Bhushan, Singhvi,” she said.

The Supreme Court last 
week cancelled the appoint-
ments of more than 25,000 
teachers and school staff re-
cruited by the West Bengal 
School Service Commission 
in 2016 after large-scale ir-
regularities were found in 
the recruitment process.

vAmid a charged atmo-
sphere at Netaji Indoor 
Stadium, Banerjee assured 
teachers facing potential job 
losses that their livelihoods 
were “secure”, urging them 
to continue providing “vol-
untary service” while the 
Government sought legal 
recourse.

“For as long as I am alive, 
I will not let anyone snatch 
the jobs of eligible candi-
dates,” she pledged. “I know 
how to fight challenges. This 

is not the court’s fault but of 
those who did politics with 
the teachers,” said Banerjee.

The teachers who lost 
their jobs said the State 
Government must be held 
accountable, accusing the 
Chief Minister and TMC 
chief of offering nothing 
more than a “lollipop”.

Suman Biswas, one of the 
affected teachers, alleged 
that the Chief Minister, her 
Cabinet, and the Staff Se-
lection Commission were 
all complicit in the cor-
ruption. “Bribes have been 
taken in exchange for jobs, 
and hence, she gave a ‘lol-
lipop’ today, saying that the 
Government will provide 
‘voluntary’ jobs to 25,000 
people and will look into 
the matter. I appeal to the 
people of the country to look 
into what is going on in West 

The upcoming All In-
dia Congress Committee 
(AICC) meeting, scheduled 
for Tuesday on the Sabar-
mati coast in Gujarat, holds 
significant importance for 
the party. This marks the 
first meeting of the AICC 
members in 11 years. The 
primary agenda of the two-
day meeting is to strengthen 
the organization, but the 
meeting’s key message will 
be centered on Rahul Gan-
dhi’s leadership. 

Rahul Gandhi is set to be 
reaffirmed as the most ac-
cepted and powerful leader 
of the Congress party. The 
meeting will also seek to 
clarify that Rahul is not 
responsible for the party’s 
continuous electoral defeats. 
Additionally, his sister, Pri-
yanka Gandhi, will likely 
be positioned as the sec-
ond supreme leader in the 
party, with the possibility of 
her being given a significant 
role. Reports suggest she 
may be tasked with leading a 
newly formed Election Man-
agement Committee within 
the organization. Another 
major focus of the meeting 
will be strengthening Rahul 
Gandhi’s appeal among the 

backward classes, which 
includes discussions on the 
caste census. 

The Congress will also 
target the NDA government 
over the recent changes to 
the Waqf Board law, aiming 
to highlight its implications. 
In terms of organizational 
changes, there are indica-
tions that the AICC meet-
ing will discuss empower-
ing district presidents and 
fixing their responsibilities. 
Many district presidents 
have complained about the 
lack of access to senior lead-
ership in Delhi, with some 
citing difficulties in meet-
ing Rahul Gandhi or other 
officials.

The upcoming Congress 
convention will focus on 
strengthening the party’s or-
ganizational structure, from 
the grassroots level to the 
higher echelons. After suf-
fering continuous defeats in 

several key states, the party 
is grappling with internal 
conflicts and a weakening 
of its leadership. States like 
Haryana, Maharashtra, and 
Delhi have seen crushing de-
feats for Congress, and the 
party’s influence has drasti-
cally diminished. 

One of the most pressing 
issues for the Congress high 
command is the declining 
discipline within the party 
ranks. In Haryana, internal 
divisions have prevented the 
high command from choos-
ing the legislative party lead-
er and the state president as 
it would like. Similarly, in 
Karnataka, the high com-
mand had to give in to Dep-
uty Chief Minister D. Shiva-
kumar’s demands, retaining 
him as the state president 
despite the principle of ‘one 
person, one post’ not being 
applied to him. The crisis in 
Karnataka is not expected to 

be resolved soon. With Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah set 
to complete two and a half 
years at the end of the year, 
Shivakumar is likely to stake 
his claim for the Chief Min-
ister’s post. This situation 
could spark further internal 
turmoil.

Rajasthan, which was once 
considered a winnable state 
for Congress, was also lost 
due to the high command’s 
indecisiveness. The party 
failed to take timely action 
regarding the leadership 
of the state. The high com-
mand had declared Ashok 
Gehlot as the candidate 
for the position of national 
president, only to suddenly 
enforce the ‘one person, one 
post’ principle, asking him 
to resign from his position 
as Chief Minister. This deci-
sion led to a rebellion within 
the party, with the MLAs 
refusing to comply with the 
high command’s order, forc-
ing Gehlot to remain as the 
Chief Minister. 

This chaos had broader 
implications: Gehlot, one 
of the most trusted leaders 
in the Gandhi family, could 
not contest for the national 
president’s post, and his 
opponents raised numer-
ous questions regarding his 
loyalty and effectiveness. 

At the invitation of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Sheikh Hamdan Bin Mo-
hammed Al Maktoum, 
Crown Prince of Dubai, 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
and Minister of Defence of 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), will undertake an of-
ficial visit to India from April 
8 to 9, 2025, a press release 
by the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) stated.

This marks his first official 
visit to India in his capacity 
as Crown Prince of Dubai. 
He will be accompanied by 
several key Ministers, senior-
level government officials, 
and a prominent delegation 
of business leaders, reflecting 
the growing depth of India-
UAE partnership and their 
expanding strategic scope.

On April 8, Prime Minis-
ter Modi will host a working 
lunch in honour of His High-
ness, providing a platform 
for high-level discussions on 
strengthening bilateral coop-
eration across multiple sec-
tors, stated the press release.

In addition to his engage-
ment with the Prime Min-
ister, the Crown Prince will 
hold separate meetings with 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar and Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh.

Following engagements 
in the capital, Sheik Ham-
dan will visit Mumbai from 
April 8 to 9. During his time 
there, he will participate in a 
business roundtable involv-
ing top Indian and Emirati 
business leaders.

The roundtable will ex-
plore opportunities for in-
creased trade and investment 
in both traditional sectors 
such as infrastructure and 
energy, as well as emerging 
fields like fintech, innova-
tion, and sustainability.

The interaction is aimed at 
further accelerating econom-
ic cooperation and shaping a 
forward-looking commercial 
partnership between the two 
nations.

Dubai has long served 
as a vital hub in India’s 
commercial and cultural 
exchanges with the UAE. 
The strong people-to-people 
ties are underpinned by the 
large Indian diaspora in the 
Emirates - estimated at 4.3 
million - with a significant 
majority residing in Dubai. 
The visit is expected to add 
new momentum to the 
India-UAE Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership and 
further enhance India’s 
institutional and grassroot-
level ties with Dubai.

Lok Sabha Leader of Op-
position and Congress MP 
Rahul Gandhi on Monday 
attacked US President Don-
ald Trump over the stock 
market situation and said 
that the US president has 
caused the stock market to 
tumble.

“The US president has 
led to a tumble in the stock 
market. Less than 1 per cent 
of the people here have their 
money invested in the stock 
market, which means the 
stock market is not a field 
for you. Unlimited money 
is made in it, but you don’t 
get the benefit of it,” the Lok 
Sabha LoP said, addressing 
the Samvidhan Suraksha 
Sammelan in Patna.

Asian stock markets wit-
nessed a major sell-off on 
Monday after US President 
Donald Trump announced 
a new round of tariffs. The 
markets opened with heavy 
selling pressure, reflecting 
growing fears over the im-
pact of the tariffs on global 
trade and economic growth.

The Lok Sabha LoP said 
that the people from weaker 
sections of society were be-
ing treated as second-class 
citizens.

“People say that the Con-
stitution was drafted in 1947. 
However, I believe that this 
Constitution is thousands 
of years old, and it includes 
thoughts of Ambedkar ji, 
Pule ji, Gandhi ji, Nehru ji, 
Guru Nanak ji and Kabir. 
The Constitution contains 
the thoughts of those whom 
India respects,” he added.

He further remembered 
former Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Ma-
hatma Gandhi and said that 
they both loved truth.

“I was asked a question 
about what your great-
grandfather Nehru ji was 
like and what you learned 
from him? In the room 
where I was sitting, there 
was a picture of not only 
Nehru ji but also Mahatma 
Gandhi ji. 

Looking at that picture, 
only one thought came to 
my mind: that both these 
people loved the truth,” the 
LoP said.

Rahul Gandhi further 
said that the Congress will 
demolish the “fake barrier” 
of 50 per cent cap on reser-
vations.

The Bihar Legislative As-
sembly election for all 243 
constituencies is scheduled 
to be held in October or No-
vember this year. The last 
assembly elections were 
held in October-November 
2020.

Rahul’s Bihar visit 
intensifies politics 

Mamata’s assurances to sacked teachers  fall flat

Congress set to tackle 
organizational challenges 

Crown Prince of 
Dubai’s visit to India 

US President led 
to tumble in stock 
market: Rahul Gandhi 
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tHE AMEndMEnt

n SC Challenge: Petitions filed in the 
Supreme Court challenging the 
Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025.

n Oral Mentioning Denied: CJI re-
fused oral mentioning; asked Kapil 
Sibal to submit a mentioning letter.

n Petitions: Filed by MPs, religious 
bodies, and NGOs claiming the Act 
is discriminatory.

n Key Claims: Act undermines Mus-
lim religious autonomy, dilutes 
protections, and interferes with 
Waqf management.

n Concerns Raised: Issues with 

mandatory timelines for upload-
ing Waqf details, risking historical 
Waqf properties.

n Opposition Argument: Act distorts 
Waqf’s religious character, damag-
ing minority rights and governance.

In a post in Hindi 
on X, Rahul Gandhi 
said “Finally, Modi ji 
gave a befitting reply 
to ‘tariffs’! Tax on 
petrol-diesel and gas 
cylinder prices were 
increased further.” 

With elections scheduled for November 
this year, Congress is placing its trust in 
its youthful leaders, Kanhaiya Kumar 
and state in-charge Krishna Alavaru. 

West Bengal chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee

tdg nEtWoRK 
PATNA 
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of it to revert to a drop of 1.3 
per cent, as of 10:30 a.m. 
Eastern time.

The Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average was down 736 
points, or 1.9 per cent, and 
the Nasdaq composite was 
1.3 per cent lower. Both also 
whipped through intense 
reversals, with the Dow 
going from a loss of 1,700 
points to a gain of nearly 
900 points.

The intense swings come 

as financial markets strain 
to see hopes that Trump 
may let up on his stiff tar-
iffs, which economists see 
raising the risks of a global 
recession.

Some investors are hold-
ing onto hope that Trump 
may lower his tariffs after 
negotiating with other 
countries, and Trump said 
Sunday that he’s heard from 
leaders “dying to make a 
deal”.

A drop in tariffs relatively 
soon could help avoid a re-

cession, but whether that 
can happen is still uncertain.

 “The recent tariffs will 
likely increase inflation and 
are causing many to consid-
er a greater probability of a 
recession,” JPMorgan CEO 
Jamie Dimon wrote in his 
annual letter to sharehold-
ers Monday. He’s one of the 
most influential executives 
on Wall Street. “Whether 
or not the menu of tariffs 
causes a recession remains 
in question, but it will slow 
down growth.”

Wild swings in US indices Sensex, Nifty plunge in sync with mayhem in world market

US court clears way 

Moga sex scandal case

Trump says result ‘will be greatness’

LPG cylinders to cost Rs 50 more

Terrorism curbed but not 
eliminated in J&K: Shah

GREATNESS will be the result!” he said.
“Countries from all over the World are talk-

ing to us. Tough but fair parameters are be-
ing set. Spoke to the Japanese Prime Minister 
this morning. He is sending a top team to 
negotiate! They have treated the U.S. very 
poorly on Trade. They don’t take our cars, 
but we take MILLIONS of theirs. Likewise 
Agriculture, and many other “things.” It all 
has to change, but especially with CHINA!!!” 
he said in another post.

In keeping with the turmoil in global mar-
kets following President Donald Trump’s tar-
iff decisions, the US markets also witnessed a 
bloodbath as it opened on Monday morning.

Trump’s reciprocal tariffs have led to a 
broad-based fall in financial markets glob-
ally with indices plunging in Asia as well as 
Europe. The reciprocal tariffs have set off a 
sell-off in equities globally, and the US itself 
is no exception. Investors fear that the moves 
concerning global trade may raise inflation, 
risking economic growth.

US benchmark indices - Nasdaq, S&P, and 
Dow Jones, slumped in a range of 4-5 per cent 
soon after the opening bell. In an earlier post, 
Trump said the United States is bringing in 
billions of dollars a week from “the abusing 
countries on tariffs that are already in place”

“Oil prices are down, interest rates are down 
(the slow moving Fed should cut rates!), food 
prices are down, there is NO INFLATION, 
and the long time abused USA is bringing 
in Billions of Dollars a week from the abus-
ing countries on Tariffs that are already in 
place,” he said.

“This is despite the fact that the biggest 
abuser of them all, China, whose markets are 
crashing, just raised its Tariffs by 34%, on 
top of its long term ridiculously high Tariffs 
(Plus!), not acknowledging my warning for 
abusing countries not to retaliate. They’ve 
made enough, for decades, taking advantage 
of the Good OL’ USA! Our past “leaders” are 
to blame for allowing this, and so much else, 
to happen to our Country. MAKE AMERICA 
GREAT AGAIN!” he added.
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Continued from p1 Continued from p1

Continued from p1
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police and other security 
forces intercepted a group 
of five terrorists who had 
infiltrated from across the 
International Border in the 
Hiranagar sector.

Four policemen -- head 
constable Jagbir Singh and 
selection grade constables 
Jaswant Singh, Balvinder 
Singh and Tariq Hussain 
-- and two terrorists were 
killed in a fierce gunfight in 
the district on March 27.

The wives of the slain 
policemen hailing from 
Kathua, Jammu and Reasi 
districts, along with rela-
tives of six other police per-
sonnel were present at the 
event, the officials said.

Ruchi Abrol, wife of en-
gineer Shashi Bhushan 
Abrol of the Talab Tillo area 
of Jammu, also met Shah. 
Abrol was among the seven 
workers of a construction 
company killed in a terror 
attack at Gagangir in Gan-
derbal district in October 

last year.
     Addressing the families, 

Shah said for more than 
three and a half decades, 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
suffered the devastating ef-
fects of terrorism.

     “We are proud of the 
sacrifice of our brave police-
men who laid down their 
lives to protect our country, 
our homes and our future. 
Today under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, significant progress 
has been achieved in tack-
ling terrorism and ending 
separatist ideology.

     “Our mission is still not 
accomplished because ter-
rorism has been curbed, but 
it has not been completely 
eliminated,” he said.

The Home Minister urged 
the J-K Government to take 
positive steps for the “com-
passionate appointment” of 
12-year-old Yuvraj Singh, 
son of martyr Jaswant 
Singh, upon attaining adult-
hood (18 years of age).

Shah also paid his respects 
and gratitude to the family 
of Abrol, Deputy Manag-
er-cum-/Designer, APCO 
Construction Company, 
Gagangir.

The minister said no 
amount of words can take 
away the pain being felt by 
the bereaved, but the gov-
ernment’s gesture symbol-
ises “our deep gratitude 
and the government’s un-
wavering commitment to 
stand with the families of 
the brave martyrs, just as 
the loved ones of the mar-
tyrs have stood by the na-
tion”.

He urged everyone to “fol-
low the ideals of the martyrs 
and have an eternal love 
for duty, honour and ‘Maa 
Bharti’”.

 “The sacrifice, courage 
and commitment of the 
martyrs will always remain 
etched in our hearts and 
will continue to inspire us 
to build the India of their 
dreams,” he said.

his petition clears the way 
for his extradition. The US 
Department of State had 
authorized Rana’s surren-
der to India on February 11, 
2025, following a decision 
by Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio. This was shortly be-
fore Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit to 
Washington, where Presi-
dent Donald Trump an-
nounced the approval of 
Rana’s extradition, calling 

him a “very evil” individual 
wanted by Indian law en-
forcement.

During the 26/11 attacks, 
166 people, including six 
Americans, lost their lives 
as ten Pakistani terrorists 
carried out a brutal, 60-
hour siege across Mumbai. 
Rana’s extradition is ex-
pected to bring him to In-
dia to face charges related 
to his involvement in the 
attacks and his support to 
terrorist activities.

IT (2.63 per cent).
“A f t e r  U S  m a r ke t s 

plunged on Friday, it was 
writing on the wall for other 
global equity indices which 
fell like a pack of cards amid 
fears that Trump’s policies 
on reciprocal tariffs may 
lead to recession and higher 
inflation in the US going 
ahead. Already, commod-
ity prices of crude oil and 
several metals are seeing a 
downward slide, which is 
an indication of a slackening 
demand if the current trend 
persists,” Prashanth Tapse, 
Senior VP (Research), Meh-
ta Equities Ltd, said.

The market tumbled as the 
carnage over high US tariffs 
and the retaliation by other 
countries may kickstart a 

trade war,” said Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research, Geojit In-
vestments Limited.

“Sectors like IT and metals 
have underperformed rela-
tive to the broader market 
due to the risk of high in-
flation with slower growth 
that may result in a poten-
tial recession in the US,” 
Nair added.

Trump’s reciprocal tariff 
announcement last week 
has been sending tremors 
across asset classes globally. 
Equity markets worldwide 
slumped, particularly after 
Trump’s sweeping trade 
tariffs, which stoked fears 
of an all-out trade war and a 
global economic recession.

Since assuming office for 
his second term, President 
Trump has reiterated his 
stance on tariff reciprocity, 

emphasising that the Unit-
ed States will match tariffs 
imposed by other countries, 
including India, to ensure 
fair trade.

Going ahead, the market 
focus will gradually shift 
towards the RBI monetary 
policy and the upcoming 
corporate earnings season.

All Sensex firms, except 
for Hindustan Unilever, 
ended lower. Tata Steel fell 
the most by 7.73 per cent fol-
lowed by Larsen & Toubro 
which cracked 5.78 per cent.

Tata Motors, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, Mahindra & 
Mahindra, Infosys, Axis 
Bank, ICICI Bank, HCL 
Technologies and HDFC 
Bank were the other big 
laggards.

Hindustan Unilever end-
ed marginally higher.

“Global markets reeled 
as US President Donald 
Trump unleashed a fresh 
wave of tariffs, calling it 
‘Liberation Day’. The move 
sparked immediate retalia-
tion from China, which im-
posed a 34 per cent tariff on 
US goods.

“Wall Street responded 
with its sharpest drop in 
months, wiping out over 
USD5 trillion in value, and 
Asian markets mirrored 
the sell-off on Monday,” Vi-
kram Kasat, Head - Adviso-
ry, PL Capital - Prabhudas 
Lilladher, said.

The impact on Indian eq-
uities was severe, he noted.

“For now, markets may 
remain on edge as global 
uncertainties continue to 
weigh on risk appetite,” 
Kasat added.

Markets across the globe 
bore the brunt of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tariff 
hikes and retaliation from 
China.

     In Asian markets, Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng index 
tanked more than 13 per 
cent, Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 
plunged nearly 8 per cent, 
Shanghai SSE Composite 
index dropped over 7 per 
cent and South Korea’s Kos-
pi sank over 5 per cent.

     European markets, too, 
came under heavy selling 
pressure and were trading 
with over 4 per cent decline.

     US markets ended sig-
nificantly lower on Friday. 
The S&P 500 tanked 5.97 
per cent, Nasdaq composite 
slumped 5.82 per cent, and 
the Dow tumbled 5.50 per 
cent on Friday. 

earlier. “The two rupee ex-
cise duty has been imposed 
by the finance ministry. It 
will not be passed on to the 
consumer. It will come into 
the general kitty, and it will 
be utilized for reimbursing 
the LPG losses of the same 
(oil marketing) company,” 
the minister added.

According to a notifica-
tion from the Department 
of Revenue, the central 

government has raised the 
excise duties on diesel and 
petrol by Rs 2 per litre, effec-
tive Tuesday.

Currently, the govern-
ment charges excise duty of 
Rs 19.90 per litre on petrol. 
From Tuesday, it is going to 
be increased to Rs 21.90 a 
litre. Similarly, the current 
excise duty on diesel is Rs 
15.80 per litre, and it will 
increase to Rs 17.80 per litre 
effective Tuesday.

Oil marketing companies 

have informed the Petro-
leum Ministry that retail 
prices of petrol and diesel 
will remain the same.

Crude prices have soft-
ened over the past from 
over USD 70 per barrel to 
USD 63 per barrel on Mon-
day, raising margins for the 
oil marketing companies 
(OMCs). This substantial 
decline in oil prices may 
have prompted the govern-
ment to hike the excise du-
ties on petrol and diesel. 

Will the Pakistani Army’s 
morale increase after the major 

operation in Khyber?

Q3. 

MNS workers assaulted a security 
guard in Powai for not speaking 
Marathi, accusing him of insulting 

the language. The incident follows 
rising tensions over Marathi usage, 
including past assaults and pro-

tests. MNS now plans to protest at 
Canara Bank over Marathi not be-
ing included on payment slips.

The majority (46%) of respondents 
are worried about the future of chil-
dren, while 23% are attempting to flee 

conflict zones. 
The fear of war affects 22% of the 
population, showcasing the human 

cost of the ongoing conflict in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.

66.00%
29.00%

5.00%

A Yes B No C Can’t say

78% believe Raj Thackeray and his workers have grown 
desperate as MNS loses political ground.

66% say the Pakistani Army’s morale will rise 
 after the Khyber operation. 
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Q1. 
In Maharashtra, Raj 

Thackeray’s workers 
have been engaging in 
hooliganism in recent 

times. What is the 
reason?

Q1. 
After a long time, the 

Pakistani Army killed 8 
TTP fighters in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. What is 

your opinion?

Q3. 
If someone is in Maharashtra 
and does not speak Marathi, 

what can happen to them?

 Q2. 
In Maharashtra, Raj Thackeray’s workers have been 
engaging in hooliganism in recent times. What is the 
reason?

 Q2. 
After the death of 8 fighters, will TTP retaliate against the 
Pakistani Army?

 Q4. 
Since MNS is continuously losing political 
ground, have Raj Thackeray and his 
workers become desperate?

 Q4. 
What is the general 
public’s situation in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
due to the conflict 
between TTP and the 
Pakistani Army?

 A - Failure of law and order

 B - No fear of Hindi belt

 C -  Benefitting from Marathi 

identity

 D - No particular reason

 A - Pakistani Army’s strategic action

 A reaction

 A fight to the finish

 Can’t say

 A - Immediate retaliation   B - Change in TTP’s strategy

 C - Can’t say

 A -Living in fear of war

 Trying to flee conflict zones

  Worried about the future of 

children

 Can’t say

 A - Marathi vote bank  B - Alliance with Raj Thackeray

 C - Failure of Fadnavis government 

 D - Cannot say

 A - Will be insulted 

 B - Will be beaten 

 C - Will be killed 

 D - Cannot say 

ing them in a sex racket. The officers 
were found guilty of accepting bribes 

in exchange for omitting names of the accused from the 
testimonies of two women involved in the case. One of the 
women, a minor at the time, was initially pardoned and 
made an approver but later turned hostile. Another key 
witness, Manjit Kaur, passed away during the trial.

The Punjab and Haryana High Court had handed over 
the case to the CBI in December 2007 due to the involve-
ment of senior police officials and political figures, which 
had hindered an impartial investigation. In 2012, the CBI 
court in Patiala framed charges under multiple IPC sec-
tions, including criminal conspiracy, giving false infor-
mation, fabricating evidence, and extortion, along with 
charges under the Prevention of Corruption Act.
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A 35-year-old woman, 
Asma, tragically 
lost her life during a 

home delivery at her rented 
residence in East Kodur in 
Kerala's Malappuram dis-
trict on Sunday.

The baby boy she deliv-
ered is currently undergo-
ing treatment at a hospital 
in Perumbavoor. Originally 
from Perumbavoor in the 
Ernakulam district, Asma 
was reportedly giving birth 
to her fifth child. The inci-
dent only came to light when 
her husband, Sirajuddin, at-
tempted to bury her body in 
Perumbavoor early Sunday 
morning.

Locals, suspicious of the 
circumstances surround-
ing her death, informed the 
police. Responding swiftly, 
the Perumbavoor police in-
tervened and transferred 
Asma’s body to the Perum-
bavoor Taluk Hospital.

Authorities have since con-
firmed that an autopsy will 
be conducted to determine 
the exact cause of death.

According to police sourc-

es, the couple had been living 
in a rented house in East Ko-
dur. Sirajuddin, a traditional 
religious healer by profes-
sion, often travelled for work 
and was usually accompa-
nied by a driver. The Malap-
puram police stated that they 
were alerted to the incident 
by their counterparts in Pe-
rumbavoor and are currently 
verifying all details.

Meanwhile, Asma’s family 
has made serious allegations 
against her husband, claim-
ing that he failed to take her 
to the hospital in time, de-

spite heavy bleeding during 
the delivery. A formal com-
plaint has been registered, 
and the police investigation 
is ongoing.

In a related development, 
police have confirmed that 
Sirajuddin, whose connec-
tion to the case is yet to be 
clarified, has been admitted 
to the hospital following a 
sudden illness.

This tragic incident has 
once again brought attention 
to the prevalence of home 
births in the Malappuram 
district. Despite Kerala’s 

high literacy rate and robust 
healthcare system, home de-
liveries continue to be a com-
mon -- though largely hidden 
-- practice in the region.

While many expectant 
mothers undergo routine 
medical check-ups and fol-
low prenatal advice, when 
the time for delivery arrives, 
families often opt for home 
births, sometimes in secret. 
These births typically occur 
at night, with families later 
claiming the delivery hap-
pened too quickly to reach a 
hospital. 

Woman dies during home delivery 
in Kerala's malappuram

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin on Monday 
accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of neglect-
ing the State government's 
demands regarding the re-
lease of fishermen from Sri 
Lankan prisons.

The Chief Minister pointed 
out that before PM Modi's 
recent visit to Sri Lanka, he 
wrote to him urging him to 
press for the release of Tamil 
Nadu fishermen during his 
talks with the neighbour-
ing country's leadership. 
But the fishermen have not 
reached their homeland, 
and it was disappointing, 
the Chief Minister said.

"On 02.04.2025,  we 
passed a resolution in the 
assembly to stop Tamil 
Nadu fishermen from be-
ing continuously arrested 
by the Sri Lankan navy. 
That resolution was passed 
to find a permanent solu-
tion. In the resolution, we 
requested to retrieve Kat-
chatheevu Island, release 
fishermen from Sri Lankan 
prisons, and return the 
boats captured by the Sri 

Lankan navy," Stalin said in 
the State Assembly.

"We mentioned in the 
resolution that PM Modi 
should take action by speak-
ing with the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment when he visits Sri 
Lanka. We also sent that 
resolution immediately to 
the Prime Minister... We 
had expected 97 fishermen 
and their boats to reach their 
homeland, but it has not 
happened yet... The Union 
Government and the Prime 
Minister are neglecting our 
demands. However, we will 
not fail to protect our fisher-
men's livelihood. DMK gov-
ernment will stand with the 
fishermen," he added.

The Chief Minister said 
it was worrying that Tamil 
Nadu coastal area fishermen 
had been frequently arrest-
ed in the last few months.

"Fishermen from Ram-
anathapuram, Thoothuku-
di, Pudukottai, Tiruvarur, 
Nagercoil, and Thanjavur 
are continuously affected 
because of arrests made 
by the Sri Lankan navy. 
Though the Union govern-
ment is being pressured by 
us to take action for the fish-
ermen's welfare, our fisher-
men are being arrested, and 
boats are being captured by 
the Sri Lankan navy. So, the 
Tamil Nadu government 
have taken a few initiatives 
as part of the solution to this 
problem," he said.

"The Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment has issued an order 
to establish a fishing port 
at Thangachimadam in the 
Mannar Gulf region at a cost 
of Rs150 crore. This port 
will facilitate fishermen to 
go deep-sea fishing in the 
southern part of the Indian 
Ocean. The construction 
work will begin soon," he 
added.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced that fishing port 
projects would be under-
taken in Pamban (estimat-
ed cost Rs60 crore) and 
Kundukkal (estimated cost 
Rs150 crore).

Stalin accuses Modi 
of ignoring Tamil 
fishermen's release

TDG NETWORK
ThiruvananThapuram

TDG NETWORK
Chennai 

Kerala Health Minister 
Veena George on Monday 
expressed concern over 
the death of a woman due 
to excessive bleeding dur-
ing childbirth at her rented 
home in Malappuram dis-
trict, describing it as equiv-
alent to a "deliberate act of 
murder".

Speaking at the state-lev-
el inauguration of World 
Health Day celebrations, 
the minister said Kerala 
is the state with the lowest 
maternal and infant mor-
tality rates.

"However, in recent 
times, certain negative 
trends are emerging in our 
society, which is deeply 
concerning," she said, a 
day after a 35-year-old 
woman died during child-
birth in the Malappuram 
district.

Kerala 
minister calls 
home birth 
‘act of murder' 
TDG NETWORK
ThiruvananThapuram
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Asma’s husband attempted to bury her body, leading to police involvement.

ED questions 'L2: Empuraan' producer 
Gopalan in chit fund case

Social activist Medha Patkar 
has approached the Delhi 
High Court, challenging her 
conviction in a defamation 
case filed by Delhi Lieuten-
ant Governor VK Saxena. 
The case dates back to 2001, 
when Saxena accused Pat-
kar of publishing defama-
tory statements about him.

The trial court upheld her 
conviction and directed her 
to appear in person for sen-
tencing on April 8, 2025.

Patkar's counsel argued 
that the sessions judge had 
no authority to issue such 
an order after delivering the 
judgment. They sought ad-
ditional time to address this 
issue and requested permis-
sion for Patkar to appear via 

video conference instead of 
in person. The bench of Jus-
tice Shalinder Kaur granted 
her counsel the liberty to 
file an application for this 
request and scheduled the 
matter for further hearing 
on May 19, 2025.

The case stems from a 
press note published by 
Patkar in 2000, which Sax-

ena claimed contained false 
and defamatory statements 
about him. At the time, 
Saxena was the President 
of the National Council of 
Civil Liberties (NCCL), an 
organization supporting 
the Sardar Sarovar Project 
in Gujarat.

Patkar, as the leader of the 
Narmada Bachao Andolan, 
opposed the project and al-
legedly accused Saxena of 
supporting her movement 
and making financial contri-
butions--claims he denied.

In July 2024, the Magis-
trate Court of Saket Court 
of Delhi convicted Patkar 
of defamation under Sec-
tion 500 of the Indian Penal 
Code, sentencing her to five 
months of simple imprison-
ment and imposing a fine of 
Rs10 lakh. 

Karnataka Home Minister G Par-
meswara on Monday made a shock-
ing comment while reacting to a 
sexual assault case in Bengaluru and 
said that though unfortunate, inci-
dents like these occur in large cities 
like the state capital.

"Incidents like these tend to hap-
pen here and there in a big city like 
this. Whatever legal action needs to 
be taken will be done in accordance 
with the law," G. Parmeswara told 
ANI.

Parmeswara emphasised the need 
for increased vigilance, adding, "I 
have also instructed our commis-
sioner to increase beat patrolling."

This comes after a woman was 
sexually assaulted on a street near 

Sadduguntepalya, Bengaluru. The 
incident was captured by CCTV 
cameras on April 3

Police said that following the inci-
dent, a probe was launched, and an 
FIR was registered under sections 
74, 75, and 78 of the BNS Act.

Sarah Fathima, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP) for South East 

Bengaluru, confirmed that investiga-
tions are underway to identify and 
apprehend the culprit.

The Karnataka Home Minister 
also responded sharply to the BJP's 
ongoing criticism, claiming that the 
opposition has nothing substantial to 
discuss about the state government's 
achievements.

"BJP has an opposition; they have 
nothing else to talk about our gov-
ernment. We have given good gover-
nance so far, and we will continue to 
do that," Parmeswara said.

The minister highlighted the pub-
lic's positive reception of the govern-
ment's guarantees, emphasising that 
they have garnered appreciation, es-
pecially at the grassroots level.

"Our guarantees have attracted a 
lot of appreciation from the people 
at the grassroots level," he added.

Even as Congress is all set 
to hold its two-day meeting 
beginning on Tuesday, the 
party sources indicated that 
the leadership will discuss 
major issues confronting 
the nation under the BJP-led 
government at the Centre and 
chalk out the grand old par-
ty's strategy to strengthen the 
organisation at the grassroots 
level by giving more powers 
to the district committee 
chiefs who will have their say 
in deciding the candidates for 
assembly or general elections. 

According to party sources, 
the meeting of the Congress 
Working Committee (CWC), 

party's highest decision mak-
ing body will first hold the 
meeting on Tuesday morn-
ing and will be chaired by 
its Chief Mallikarjun Kharge 
and also attended by several 
CWC members. 

The source indicated that 
the party will discuss to em-
power the district Commit-

tees across the country, with 
discussion all set to take on 
four points -- to check the 
voter list at the district level 
during assembly or general 
elections, do crowd funding 
at district level to hold ideo-
logical as well as political bat-
tle on the ground, giving them 
representation in the Central 

Election Committee, where 
they can join the meeting 
along with the state in charge 
and state unit chiefs and will 
have their say in deciding the 
party's candidates. 

The source further said that 
there is likely to be discussion 
on dissolving all the district 
Committees, barring the elec-
tion bound states and some 
states where the district Com-
mittees have been formed few 
days or weeks ago. 

The source further claimed 
that the party also plans to 
provide financial empower-
ment to district Committees 
and also some discussion are 
said to take place on Gujarat 
where the election is all set to 
take place in 2027. 

The Delhi High Court has 
allowed the Central Public 
Works Department to trans-
plant 26 trees for the expan-
sion of the Supreme Court 
building.

Justice Jasmeet Singh 
said of the 26 trees to be 
transplanted within the top 
court's premises, 16 would 
be transplanted along the pe-

riphery of its garden whereas 
the rest would go near the 
administrative buildings 
complex.

The CPWD also made a 
compensatory plantation of 
260 trees in Sundar Nursery, 
the judge said.

"Given that the proposed 
project pertains to the expan-
sion of the Supreme Court 
building to accommodate ad-
ditional courtrooms, includ-
ing a dedicated constitution-

al court, as well as chambers 
for judges and essential facil-
ities for lawyers and litigants, 
the present application needs 
to be allowed," the court said 
on March 26.

The order came on a plea 
filed by the CPWD seeking 
permission to transplant the 
trees.

While dealing with cases 
pertaining to preservation 
and protection of trees in the 
capital, the court in 2023 or-

dered no permission for fell-
ing of trees would be granted 
in the capital.

The court clarified that its 
permission was subject to 
certain conditions, includ-

ing the filing of an affidavit 
within two weeks by a re-
sponsible CPWD officer on 
the aspect of the status of the 
26 transplanted trees and the 
260 trees planted in Sundar 
Nursery.

The court sought a site-
specific transplantation re-
port and a yearly affidavit 
indicating the survival rate 
and the health of the trans-
planted trees aside from the 
compensatory plantation.

The CPWD would furnish 
photographs of the trans-
planted trees to enable the 
amici curiae appointed in the 
matter to see their upkeep 
and maintenance, it added.

The bench said every 
year, pruning of the 26 trees 
would be ensured in a sci-
entific manner to ensure 
their rejuvenation, as the 
past transplantation of trees 
showed that there was heavy 
pruning of trees which re-

sulted in the trees becoming 
"mere logs of wood incapa-
ble of rejuvenating".

The court asked the de-
partment to obtain neces-
sary permissions from the 
municipal authorities con-
cerned to see if more trees 
could be planted on the 
road leading to the Supreme 
Court, which was "envel-
oped with fully grown trees" 
until the expansion of Sun-
dar Nagar Road.

Medha Patkar challenges defamation 
conviction in Delhi High Court

K’taka Home Minister defends govt 
amid Bengaluru assault comment

AICC Gujarat meeting to focus on 
empowering party, promises

Delhi HC allows transplantation of 26 trees for expansion of SC

The Enforcement Director-
ate on Monday questioned 
Gokulam Gopalan, one of 
the producers of the Malay-
alam movie 'L2: Empuraan', 
at its Kochi office in connec-
tion with a foreign exchange 
law "violation" by his chit 
fund company, sources said.

The federal probe agency 
recorded the Kerala-based 
businessman's statement 
under the Foreign Ex-
change Management Act, 
they said.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate is said to have ques-
tioned him earlier during 
searches conducted in the 
case last week in Kozhikode 
and Chennai.

The agency has said it 

seized Rs 1.5 crore in cash 
after searching the premises 
of Sree Gokulam Chits and 
Finance Co Pvt Ltd, the chit 
fund company owned by 
Gopalan.

The producer could not be 
contacted for a response on 
the allegations made against 
him and his company by the 
probe agency.

The ED searches came in 
the backdrop of the recent 

controversy surrounding 
'L2: Empuraan', the second 
movie in the 'Lucifer' tril-
ogy.

Touted as one of the costli-
est Malayalam cinema pro-
ductions, 'L2: Empuraan' 
was released on March 27 
and soon became a topic of 
hot debate over its critique 
of right-wing politics and 
covert mention of the 2002 
Gujarat riots.
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BJP criticises Uddhav for 
abandoning Balasaheb’s 
ideology, adopting Rahul’s

BJP leader Shehzad Poon-
awalla criticized Uddhav 
Thackeray on Monday, ac-
cusing him of abandoning 
the beliefs of Balasaheb 
Thackeray and following 
the views of Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi instead.

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Ud-
dhav Thackeray's on Sun-
day said, "After Waqf, BJP is 
after the land of Christians, 
Jains, Sikhs and temple 
land."

Speaking to ANI, BJP 
leader Shehzad Poonawalla 
said, "Uddhav Thackeray 
should explain that what is 
his compulsion that Bala-
saheb Thackeray who once 

demanded the complete 
abolition of Waqf Board and 
now the one who claims to 
be his descendant, Uddhav 
Thackeray is opposing the 
Amendment (of Waqf Act). 
Today, after his 'siyaasi 
dharmaantaran', Uddhav 
Thackeray has given up on 
Balasaheb's ideology and 
has adopted Rahul Gandhi's 
ideology...."

Poonawalla pointed out 
that while Balasaheb had 
once called for the complete 
abolition of the Waqf Board, 
Uddhav Thackeray now op-
posed the amendment to the 
Waqf Act.

On the Lok Sabha Leader 
of Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi's visit to Bihar, Shehzad 
Poonawalla said.
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SuSpiciouS death
n Authorities are investigating 

her death and allegations 
against her husband for not 
seeking timely medical help.

n Home deliveries remain 
common in Malappuram de-
spite Kerala’s strong health-
care system.

n Asma's family accuses her 
husband of neglecting to 
take her to the hospital dur-
ing complications.

n This incident adds to a pattern of fatal home births in the region, raising con-
cerns about safety.



Two lemons a day and 
“heat-resistant sheets” are 
part of the plan of Tihar Jail 
authorities to help inmates 
cool off as the summer 
approaches. Delhi is cur-
rently in the grip of a heat-
wave, with the maximum 
temperature already ex-
pected to cross 40 degrees 
on Monday.

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has is-
sued a yellow warning for 
a heatwave.

A prison official said the 
anti-heat measures are a 
part of their seasonal plan.

“Be it summer or winter, 
we follow a proper plan for 
the inmates according to 
the Tihar Jail manual. We 
will provide two lemons 
every day to each inmate 

for three months -- April, 
May, and June -- to help 
keep their bodies hydrat-
ed,” the official said.

A sufficient quantity of 
Oral Rehydration Solu-
tion (ORS) has been pro-
cured to keep prisoners 
hydrated, he added.

The jail authorities have 
also planned to install 
heat-resistant sheets inside 
the cells to help maintain 
the temperature a few de-
grees lower.

“These sheets are very 
helpful during the sum-
mer as they keep the cell 
temperature normal and 

allow air circulation,” the 
person said.

Established in 1958, Ti-
har Jail is one of India’s 
largest prison complexes, 
comprising nine prisons 
spread over more than 
400 acres -- along with 
one prison in Rohini and 
six in Mandoli.

Located in West Delhi, 
Tihar is close to the Tilak 
Nagar and Hari Nagar ar-
eas of the city. Originally 
designed to house approx-
imately 10,025 inmates, it 
currently accommodates 
over 19,000, leading to se-
vere overcrowding.

Tihar Jail plans to keep inmates 
cool amid heatwave
Tdg neTwork
New Delhi 
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Delhi Mayor Mahesh Ku-
mar and Leader of the 
House Mukesh Goel Mon-
day voiced their opposition 
to the municipal commis-
sioner’s move to add user 
charges for solid waste 
management to house tax 
bills and demanded imme-
diate withdrawal of the “un-
justified” and “anti-people” 
levy. Both the leaders have 
written to the commis-
sioner over the matter and 
indicated that legal options 
were being explored.

At a press conference here, 
the mayor claimed that the 
Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (MCD) has failed 
to provide the promised 
door-to-door garbage col-
lection services although 
the residents were already 
burdened with high taxes.

“The commissioner has 
added a user charge with 
property tax, which is com-
pletely wrong. We strongly 
oppose this decision. Such a 
proposal should have been 
placed before the House for 
discussion and approval 
first,” Kumar said.

“These charges, starting 
from April 1, are not suitable 
for Delhi and are against 
public interest. When our 

party (AAP) was in oppo-
sition, we were against this 
proposal from the begin-
ning,” he said.

The mayor also said, 
“People are paying private 
garbage collectors while the 
MCD is now charging user 
fees without delivering ser-
vices. This is unacceptable.”

Echoing similar senti-
ments, Leader of the House 
Goel said the move has 
triggered panic among 
residents, with many com-
plaining about the sudden 
addition of charges in the 
online property tax pay-
ment system.

“The Department of Envi-

ronment Management Ser-
vices (DEMS) and House 
Tax Department have acted 
without informing the MCD 
House or the public. This is 
unethical and possibly ille-
gal,” he said.

Goel also questioned 
the timing of the decision, 
saying it was being imple-
mented at the fag end of 
the mayor’s term, “bypass-
ing” the budget discussions 
held before February 15. “No 
such proposal was passed 
during the budget session. 
So how was it introduced?” 
he posed.

Both leaders claimed the 
MCD was unable to imple-
ment the Central govern-
ment’s 2016 solid waste 
management policy, citing 
the poor state of garbage 
collection in the city.

“Eighty to 85 per cent of 
households still don’t get 
door-to-door (garbage) col-
lection service. Concession-
aires have dumped garbage 
in colonies, and the public 
continues to suffer,” Goel 
said.

They also warned that the 
move by the municipal com-
missioner could backfire 
and negatively impact the 
civic body’s tax collection. 
“People are already frus-
trated with inflation and 
rising costs. 

A 19-year-old woman was 
knifed several times by a 
man in full public view in 
the Kirbi Place bus stop area 
of southwest Delhi, a police 
officer said on Monday.

The man, 20, later injured 
himself with the same knife, 
he said.

The matter was reported 
to police around 9.30 pm 
Sunday by a passerby.

“The girl sustained serious 
injuries to her neck and the 
left side of the abdomen. A 
knife was recovered from 
the scene. Both were hospi-
talised and are under treat-
ment,” the officer said.

On inquiry, it was revealed 
that the accused, Amit, and 
the victim girl had been 
friends since last year and 
had had a fallout over some 
issue.

“Both were admitted to 
DDU Hospital and are un-
der treatment. A case under 
section 109(1) of the BNS 
has been registered against 
accused Amit at Delhi Cantt 
Police Station and investiga-
tion is under progress,” said 
the officer.

Meanwhile, a video, pur-
portedly of the incident, 
made rounds on social me-
dia.

The 45-second clip shows 
the man and the woman sit-
ting on the road divider in a 
bloodied state and a crowd 
of passersby gathered 
around them

Mayor opposes user charge on property tax 

Woman, 19, knifed in 
full public view in Cantt
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A Delhi court has acquitted 
a man accused of subjecting 
his wife to cruelty and ha-
rassing her for dowry which 
allegedly drove her to kill 
herself in June, 2014.

Additional sessions judge 
Sachin Sangwan said the 
prosecution was unable to 
prove the case against the 
husband beyond a reason-
able doubt.

The allegations of dowry, 
the court said, levelled by 
the woman’s father “devi-
ated from normal human 
conduct”.

The order referred to the 
father’s deposition, where 
he reportedly said no de-
mand of dowry was raised 
before or at the time of his 
daughter’s engagement, and 
she returned to her parents’ 
house six months after the 
marriage, where she stayed 
for about five months, when 
she did not allege facing any 
harassment for dowry.

“By normal human con-
duct, it appears surprising as 
to how suddenly a huge dow-
ry demand (of Rs 4 lakh) was 
raised when no demand was 
raised prior to the marriage 
or soon after the marriage,” 

the court said on April 4.
Finding “improvements 

and variations” in the fa-
ther’s statements, the court 
underlined the lack of cor-
roboration on the principal 
facts constituting the allega-
tions.

“In normal circumstances, 
if complainant (father) was 
facing dowry demands and 
was unable to meet the same 
and even his daughter was 
being harassed on account 
of such demand, in all likeli-
hood, he would have shared 
his predicament with his 
other family members, i.e, 
his real brother and nephew 
(both prosecution witness-
es),” it noted.

However, the non-men-
tioning of such demands by 
these witnesses discredit the 
testimony of the complain-

ant regarding the alleged de-
mand, the court added.

The chargesheet indicated 
to the court the couple’s dis-
putes were due to the man 
being unemployed as it was 
improbable the in-laws ha-
rassed the woman during 
her brief stay at the matri-
monial home.

The versions of some rela-
tives of the deceased were 
based on hearsay and not 
credible, the court held.

“Therefore, even though 
the marriage of the accused 
and deceased is not disputed 
and the unnatural death 
within seven years of mar-
riage has also been proved, 
the dowry demands and con-
sequent harassment has not 
been proved by the prosecu-
tion beyond unreasonable 
doubts,” the order said.

Delhi court acquits husband of 
dowry death, cruelty charges

city singes on day 1 of heatwave,  
yellow alert for two days

Delhi recorded its first 
heatwave of the sea-
son on Monday with 

the maximum temperature 
touching 40.2 degrees Cel-
sius, prompting the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) to extend a yellow 
alert in place in the capital 
for the next two days. The 
monitoring stations in the 
city, including Ridge and 
Ayanagar, also recorded 
maximum temperatures 
above the 40-degree mark 
at 41 degrees Celsius.

The Palam and Lodhi Road 
stations recorded a high of 
around 39 degrees Celsius, 
the IMD said.

The capital is currently un-
der a yellow alert, which will 
remain in place for the next 
two days, a weather depart-
ment official said.

In IMD’s colour code, a 
yellow alert stands for “Be 
Aware” and advises people 
to avoid heat exposure, wear 
lightweight, light-coloured, 
loose cotton clothes, and cov-
er their heads with a cloth, 
hat or umbrella.

“Three stations -- Safdar-
jung, Ridge and Ayanagar 
-- met the heatwave criteria 
today, marking the first day 
of heatwave conditions this 
season.

“These conditions are 
likely to continue until April 
9. From April 10 onwards, 
a drop in temperature is 
expected over Northwest 
India, including Delhi,” the 
IMD said in a statement.

According to IMD data, 
the maximum temperature 
in Delhi usually touches 40 
degrees Celsius during the 

second half of April.
However, this year, the 

40-degree mark has been 
crossed in the first half of the 
month -- similar to what was 
observed in 2022.

IMD data showed that in 
2022, the city recorded its 
first heatwave on April 8 
when the maximum tem-
perature touched 41.6 de-
grees Celsius.

In contrast, no heatwave 
was recorded in the month 
of April in 2023 and 2024, 
though the maximum 
temperature did touch the 

40-degree mark on April 15 
in 2023 and on April 26 in 
2024, according to the IMD.

The IMD declares heat-
wave when the maximum 
temperature reaches at least 
40 degrees Celsius in the 
plains or 30 degrees Celsius 
in the hilly regions, or when 
the departure from normal is 
between 4.5 degrees Celsius 
and 6.4 degrees celsius.

The humidity level in the 
capital on Monday fluctu-
ated between 45 per cent 
and 25 per cent during the 
day, the IMD said.

IMD Scientist Dr Naresh 
Kumar on Monday pro-
vided an update on the on-
going heatwave conditions 
and stated that Gujarat is 
currently experiencing a 
heatwave, with a red alert 
issued for the state, and the 
same alert has been issued 
for West Rajasthan for the 
next two days.

IMD Scientist said, “Heat-
wave to severe heatwave 
conditions currently prevail 
in Gujarat, for which we 
have issued a red alert. Red 
alert has also been issued for 
West Rajasthan for the com-
ing two days... Heatwave 
conditions are likely in Pun-
jab in the next three days. In 
the next four days, we can 
see heatwave conditions 
in Haryana.” He further 
added, “Delhi can see heat-
wave conditions in the next  
three days. 

A western disturbance will 
influence the Himalayan re-
gion from tomorrow night, 
and its effects will be seen in 
the Himalayas... Tempera-
tures in the Himalayas will 
start to fall after tomorrow 
night and after three days in 
Punjab and Haryana.

Ridge and Ayanagar stations record temperature  above 40°C 
Tdg neTwork
New Delhi

Tdg neTwork
New Delhi

Scorching Surge

•  Delhi will experience a 
heatwave on April 7-8.

•  heatwaves are expected 
in Punjab (next 3 days) 
and haryana (next 4 days).

•  A western disturbance 
will bring a temperature 
drop to the himalayas, 
impacting Punjab and 
haryana.

•  Gujarat and west Rajas-
than are under red alerts 
for heatwaves for the next 
two days.

Man jumps off Mayur Vihar 
metro station building

A boy was found hanging 
from the railing of the Ma-
yur Vihar metro station on 
Monday noon, a young man 
attempted to commit suicide 
and jumped down from the 
metro station, prompting 
rescue efforts from the police 
and fire services.

Upon receiving informa-
tion about the incident 
through Police Control 
Room, the Fire Service and 
Delhi Police arrived at the 
scene and began their rescue 
efforts.

“There is no information 
on how he went hanging 
from the railing of the metro 
station. We are trying to as-
certain whether it was a sui-
cide attempt or accidental. 
At present, efforts are being 
made to rescue him,” said 
the police.

However, according to NC-
MIndia Council For Men Af-
fairs, an NGO which claims 
that it fights for men’s rights 
has claimed that the man 
tried to commit suicide be-
cause of his matrimonial 
disputes.

Before jumping, the man 
hung on to the railing of the 
station for about 1 hour. A 
video of the man hanging on 

the railing is making rounds 
on the internet. Police and 
ambulance can also be seen 
waiting down in the video.

A massive crowd also gath-
ered at the spot recording 
videos of the man hanging 
on the railing.

The police team had 

reached the spot report-
edly before he jumped and 
tried to explain him to get 
down for around an hour, 
but he did not listen to them 
and jumped down from the 
building.

After this, he was rushed 
to the hospital in an injured 
condition. At present, the 
police is probing the matter 
and trying to find out the 
identity of the man.

No arrests has been made 
in connection with the mat-
ter so far. However, the po-
lice is probing the case and 
will take action after the in-
quiry is completed.
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Interstate drug 
supplier arrested, Rs 
1.5 cr heroin seized

Delhi Police has arrested 
a drug supplier and seized 
315 grams of high-quality 
heroin, valued at over Rs 
1.5 crore in the interna-
tional market, an official 
said on Monday. The 
39-year-old accused, Im-
ran, from Usmanpur in 
Delhi, was apprehended 
on April 4 near Sham-
shan Ghat Puliya in Kabir 
Nagar, while he was en 
route to supply the con-
traband in a car.

Based on a tip-off teams 
arrested Imran and recov-
ered the contraband from 
a black polythene bag in 
his car, a senior police offi-
cer said. The office further 
said that the source of the 
heroin was traced to an-

other trafficker, Raja from 
Usmanpur. Investigation 
revealed that Imran pro-
cured heroin in bulk and 
distributed it across Delhi 
and the NCR region.

Imran is  a  history 
sheeter with ten criminal 
cases registered against 
him, including two under 
the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act and others 
related to murder, attempt 
to murder, robbery, and 
arms violations.

In a 2015 case, he along 
with his associates alleg-
edly shot a woman who 
later died due to the in-
juries. He has also been 
linked to multiple shoot-
ing incidents, a truck rob-
bery, and illegal arms pos-
session.
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The jail authorities have also planned 
to install heat-resistant sheets 
inside the cells to help maintain the 
temperature a few degrees lower.

A massive crowd 
also gathered at 
the spot recording 
videos of the 
man hanging 
on the railing.

41°C.

CM orders weekly 
public hearings 
for grievances

AUD students 
protest disciplinary 
action against prof

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta held a meeting with 
district magistrates on Mon-
day and directed them to con-
duct weekly public hearings 
to address people’s grievances 
and submit reports on devel-
opment works every 15 days.

She also said paperless 
property registration would 
be launched in Delhi soon, 
ending the need to make 
rounds to government offices. 
Gupta Gupta added that the 
government would release a 
list of non-saleable properties 
to prevent property transac-
tion fraud.

In the meeting, the chief 
minister instructed district 
magistrates that the drive to 
remove illegal banners and 
posters from public property 
would continue.

She reiterated her govern-
ment’s zero-tolerance policy 
towards corruption and 
warned of strict action against 
irregularities in issuing eco-
nomically weaker section 
certificates.

In a post on X, Gupta said 
the progress of various 
schemes, the status of devel-
opment works and public ser-
vice matters were reviewed 
in detail during the meeting. 

Ambedkar University Delhi 
(AUD) students on Monday 
gathered on the Karampura 
campus to express solidar-
ity with associate professor 
Kaustav Banerjee, facing 
disciplinary action for al-
legedly “inciting disorder” 
during a student-led protest 
last month. According to a 
show-cause notice issued to 
him, Banerjee’s participa-
tion in a public meeting on 
March 24, where he alleged-
ly delivered a “provocative 
speech”, led to indiscipline 
and disruption.

The notice claims that 
Banerjee’s speech “encour-
aged students to create in-
discipline and nuisance, 
resulting in disorder, which 
compelled the university 
administration to seek the 
intervention of police”.

tdg network
New Delhi

tdg network
New Delhi

BJP looks for candidate for Mcd 
Mayoral Polls
New Delhi: eyeing the post of Delhi mayor after its win in 
the Assembly polls, the BJP has started looking for a suit-
able candidate from among its councillors for the mayoral 
polls likely to be held in the third week of this month, party 
leaders said. The names of several BJP councillors includ-
ing leader of Opposition in the MCD house Raja iqbal Singh, 
Keshavpuram zonal committee chairman Yogesh Verma and 
Shahdara South zonal committee Sandeep Kapoor are doing 
the rounds as potential candidates for the mayoral post, party 
leaders said. The Aam Aadmi Party wrested control of the 
MCD in the 2022 polls, winning 134 wards out of 250, while the 
BJP bagged 104 wards. The BJP became the single largest 
party in the MCD on February 15, after three AAP council-
lors switched sides. The anti-defection law does not apply to 
defectors in civic bodies.



Several students from the GB 
Pant Engineering College af-
filiated to Delhi Skill and En-
trepreneurship University 
(DSEU) on Monday staged 
a protest alleging a sharp fee 
hike, lack of basic amenities, 
and alleged administrative 
high-handedness. The uni-
versity administration has 
not issued an official state-
ment on the matter yet.

The protest led by the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP), the stu-
dents’ wing of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 

was staged against a sudden 
hike in annual fees from Rs 
1,34,000 to Rs 1,76,000, 
which the students termed 
“arbitrary” and “unafford-
able”, a statement issued by 
the ABVP said.

The protesters also raised 
concerns claiming inad-
equate infrastructure, poor 
living conditions, and what 
they described as “authori-
tarian attitude” of the college 
administration.

The protest intensified 
amid warnings of expul-
sion (by the authorities) 
and alleged disregard for the 
students’ demands, leading 
to a lockdown of the college 
premises for several hours, 
the statement said.

The students submitted a 
memorandum to the direc-
tor of the institute demand-
ing immediate rollback of 
the fee hike and redressal of 
their grievances.

“The agitation will contin-
ue until the administration 
rolls back the hiked fees 
and stops its anti-student 
policies,” the ABVP said 
in the statement, claiming 

that the students have col-
lectively decided not to pay 
the increased fees.

The secretary of ABVP’s 
Delhi chapter, Sarthak Shar-
ma, said, “The unexpected 
fee hike at DSEU is deeply 
concerning for the students, 
who are not only struggling fi-
nancially but are also deprived 
of basic facilities. After today’s 
protest, the director has as-
sured action but our fight will 
continue.”

Sharma also said that 
ABVP plans to escalate the 
protest and raise the issue 
with the university’s vice-
chancellor in the coming 
days.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader and MLA Sanjeev 
Jha accused the BJP govern-
ment in Delhi of misleading 
voters by publicly opposing 
the settlement of Rohing-
yas during elections while 
secretly enabling their ac-
commodation behind the 
scenes.

Sanjeev Jha claimed that 
19 Rohingya children were 
admitted in two govern-
ment schools in BJP Minis-
ter Kapil Mishra’s Karawal 
Nagar constituency.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, senior AAP leader and 
MLA Sanjeev Jha crticised 
BJP on the issue of Rohing-

yas, stating, “BJP makes 
Rohingyas an election issue 
every single time--whether 
it’s elections in Delhi or any-
where else in the country. 
Today, I will expose how the 
BJP itself is the one giving 
protection to Rohingyas.”

Referring to BJP’s prom-

ises during previous elec-
tions, he highlighted, “In 
the run-up to the 2025 
elections, several top BJP 
leaders in Delhi publicly 
declared that if they were 
voted to power, their first 
step would be to identify 
and expel Rohingyas from 
the city. Even the Union 
Home Minister himself, 
while campaigning, said 
from the stage that if the 
BJP forms the government 
in Delhi, then within a 
year, they would identify 
and remove all Rohingyas 
from the city.”

“But after the elections 
were over and the govern-
ment was formed, they are 
actively providing protec-

tion to them. Rohingya 
children are being admitted 
into government schools in 
Delhi,” the AAP MLA said.

“The BJP claims they are 
trying to identify them--but 
they are not just aware of 
their presence but are also 
giving them protection. 
Nine Rohingya children 
have been admitted to SKV, 
a Delhi government school 
in Khajuri Khas. Ten more 
children have been admitted 
to Sarvodaya Bal Vidyalaya, 
also in Khajuri Khas,” the 
AAP MLA said.

Sanjeev Jha added, “While 
they pretend to go around 
with torches searching 
for these people, in reality, 
they are looking for where 

to quietly settle them. And 
now they’ve been caught 
red-handed.”

He stressed that both of 
these schools fall in the 
Karawal Nagar constitu-
ency of Delhi, which is 
represented by BJP leader 
Kapil Mishra. “This is the 
same Kapil Mishra who, 
as per a recent court ob-
servation, was prima facie 
found to be involved in the 
Delhi riots. So you can now 
clearly see their double 
standards. It’s like the say-
ing goes--an elephant has 
two sets of tusks: one to 
show and one to eat with. 
These people say one thing 
and do something entirely 
different,” he asserted.

The Delhi government will 
soon revamp its web por-
tal to make it more public 
friendly, Information and 
Technology Minister Pankaj 
Singh said on Monday.

Security, speed and ease of 
use are central to the portal 
development process. The 
portal is being developed us-
ing open-source technology 
and will be hosted on scal-
able cloud infrastructure, 
ensuring high availability 
and resilience, he said.

During a meeting with de-
partment officials, Singh di-
rected them to prominently 
display public services of 
the Delhi government on the 
portal’s landing page.

“To ensure ease of naviga-

tion for citizens, public ser-
vices should be prominently 
accessible from a separate 
tab on the home page of the 
Delhi government portal. 
Essential services such as 
government e-services, wa-
ter, sewerage, health, PWD 
(public works department) 
and other public welfare 

related services are to be 
displayed upfront, making 
them more user-friendly 
and accessible,” the minis-
ter added.

Officials said the portal 
would cater to more than 
100 departments, featuring 
dynamic content, language 
support and compatibility 

with all major browsers.
The minister highlighted 

the need for timely updates 
on all department portals 
and emphasised that each 
carry out regular updates 
through their respective 
heads of departments, ac-
cording to a statement.

Reviewing the proposed 
update, Singh laid stress on 
the importance of making 

the portal citizen-friendly, 
informative and seamless.

He underlined the need for 
a clean and accessible de-
sign, quick load times and a 
powerful search function to 
improve usability. Informa-
tion should not only be eas-
ily accessible but also well 
organised and searchable 
for citizens from all back-
grounds.

‘Govt to revamp web portal to make it public friendly,’ says IT minister
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Students protest fee hike, poor facilities at DSEU

AAP’s Sanjeev Jha alleges BJP ‘giving protection to Rohingyas’ 

EDUCATION MINISTER PLEDGES TO CRACK 
WHIP ON PRIVATE SCHOOLS OVER FEE HIKE

TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

Delhi Environment Minis-
ter Manjinder Singh Sirsa 
on Monday said the gov-
ernment has started using 
mist spray systems on elec-
tric poles across parts of the 
capital in a bid to control air 
pollution and reduce dust 
levels, especially in high-
risk zones.

Speaking about the initia-
tive, Sirsa said the pilot proj-
ect is currently underway 
in Dwarka and has shown 
promising results.

“Earlier, we used water 
sprinklers on roads to settle 
dust. Now, we are installing 
mist spray systems on elec-
tric poles and it is proving to 
be very effective,” he said.

The minister said these 
systems are being in-
stalled at various loca-
tions across New Delhi 
and will soon be expand-
ed. He said it will help in 
two ways -- in reducing 
pollution and providing 
relief from the heat.

“We are working swiftly 

to cover all areas with high 
pollution levels. Soon, these 
systems will be installed 
near all major hotspots in 
the city,” he added.

Sirsa also said the mist 
spray installations are being 
carried out in phases, start-
ing with areas identified as 
pollution hotspots.

A 40-year-old man was 
killed and three others, in-
cluding a woman, were in-
jured after a canter rammed 
into their car on the Delhi-
Gurugram Expressway 
near IFFCO Chowk in the 
early hours of Monday, po-
lice said.

The canter driver, Akh-
ilesh from Kasganj in Uttar 
Pradesh was arrested and 
an FIR has been registered 
at Sector 18 police station, 
they said.

According to police, the 
four people were en route to 
Bihar when their car devel-
oped a snag near the IFFCO 
Chowk flyover.

They had parked the car 
on the roadside with the 
indicator switched on and 
were attempting to fix it 
when the canter hit the 

vehicle from behind, they 
added.

All four occupants of the 
car were injured and were 
taken to a hospital by pass-
ersby. Riyaz Ansari, was 
declared dead by doctors, 
police said, adding that the 
others are undergoing treat-
ment.

Delhi begins mist spray systems 
to tackle pollution: Sirsa

Man killed, 3 injured as canter hits 
car on Delhi-Gurugram Expressway
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AAP Leader and LoP Ati-
shi on Monday wrote to 
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta over the issue of ris-
ing school fees in private 
schools and urges to issue 
orders with immediate ef-
fect that no school collects 
the enhanced fee from any 
parent/guardian, until ac-
counts of the schools are 
audited.

AAP Leader and LoP Ati-
shi urged the government to 
ensure that “all accounts of 
schools seeking a fee hike be 
audited by CAG empaneled 
auditors in a time-bound 
manner. Any approval for a 
fee hike of even 1-2% should 
only be granted to schools 
whose legitimate expenses 
cannot be met without such 
an increase.”

The Letter reads, “Edu-
cation is not a commercial 
activity, and profiteering 
cannot be allowed in pri-
vate schools. Over the last 
10 years, the previous gov-
ernment led by Arvind Ke-
jriwal ji and thereafter me 
followed this principle not 
just in letter but also in spir-
it. Unfortunately, within 
the first two months of your 
government, it appears that 
private schools are being 
given a license to fleece par-
ents as they wish.”

AAP Leader and LoP Ati-
shi said, “Parents of chil-
dren studying in private 
schools in Delhi are pro-
testing outside the schools. 
They are not allowed to go 
to school. After the BJP gov-
ernment came to power in 
Delhi, private schools have 
started looting fees.”

Atishi said that parents of 
children attending private 
schools are protesting out-
side these institutions, as 
they are not being allowed 
to send their children to 
school due to the increased 
fees.

She claimed that since 
the BJP government took 
charge in Delhi, private 
schools have started impos-
ing unreasonable fee hikes.

“There was a check on 
school fees during the 
AAP government. If the 
audit revealed wrong fees, 
the schools would refund 
the fees even to the stu-
dents who passed out. 

During the ten years of 
our government, schools 
had to get audited before 
increasing the fees. But 
after the BJP government 
came to power, every day 
there is news of a fee hike 
in some school or the oth-
er... Every day, people are 
tagging us on social media, 
writing to us and saying 
that they should somehow 
stop this fee hike, even 
though we are in the op-
position. They do not trust 
the government,” she fur-
ther added.

Atishi pointed out that 
strict measures were in 
place to control school fees 
during the AAP govern-
ment’s tenure.

Atishi writes to CM Rekha Gupta 
over rising fees in private schools
TDG NETWORK 
New Delhi   

The Delhi govern-
ment will take strict 
action against pri-

vate schools that arbitrarily 
hiked their fees, Education 
Minister Ashish Sood said 
on Monday and accused 
the previous AAP dispensa-
tion of turning a blind eye to 
such a practice. A list of such 
schools has been compiled 
and each will be inspected. 
Based on the findings, nec-
essary action will follow, he 
said.

“Out of 1,677 private 
schools in Delhi, 335 operate 
on government land and are 
bound by the Delhi School 
Education Act of 1973, re-
quiring government ap-
proval for fee hikes but only 
114 schools are exempt from 
this condition,” Sood said at 
a press conference.

Citing a 2004 Delhi 
High Court judgment in 
the “Modern School case”, 
he reiterated that private 
schools could not hike fees 
without Directorate of Edu-
cation (DoE) approval.

According to a statement, 
Sood cited data from a pri-
vate school in Dwarka that 

had hiked its fees consecu-
tively from 2020 to 2025 by 
7 per cent to 20 per cent.

He also named a few pri-
vate schools that had hiked 
fees without DoE approval 
by 30 per cent to 38 per cent.

Sood underscored the cur-
rent government’s dedica-
tion, under Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta, to prioritiz-
ing education and counter-
ing the commercialization 
of the education sector. “We 
will exert every possible ef-
fort to protect the interests 
of Delhi’s children,” he af-
firmed. Referring to schools 
as “temples of learning,” 
Sood alleged that the pre-
vious government had en-
abled corruption through 

its association with private 
institutions.

Sood further challenged 
the former Education 
Minister from the AAP 
Government, Manish Si-
sodia, to present any con-
crete evidence of alleged 
wrongdoing rather than 
issuing what he termed 
as “baseless accusations” 
on television. “If he genu-
inely believes that corrup-
tion took place, he should 
register a complaint with 
the police instead of point-
ing fingers at our govern-
ment,” Sood asserted.

He questioned the inaction 
of the previous administra-
tion against schools that had 
been repeatedly flagged by 

Manish Sisodia himself 
for fee-related violations. 
Citing specific examples, 
Shri Sood pointed out that 
DPS Dwarka had raised its 
fees consecutively over five 
years—from 2020 to 2025—
by 20%, 13%, 9%, 8%, and 
7%, respectively.

Similarly, Srijan School 
increased its fees by 35% 
during the tenure of the 
previous government and 
went on to impose another 
36% hike for the academic 
year 2024–25. He further 
alleged that Ahlcon Inter-
national School misused 
Rs 15 crore without receiv-
ing proper permission and 
was still granted a 15% fee 
increase in 2022–23, fol-
lowed by another 13% rise 
in 2024–25. Angel Public 
School, which was served 
a notice for financial dis-
crepancies totaling Rs 42 
lakh, also increased its fees 
by 14% in the 2022–23 ses-
sion. Likewise, Rukmini 
Devi Public School raised its 
fees by 11%, while Lancer’s 
Convent School raised fees 
by 34% in 2024–25. Com-
menting on Salwan Public 
School, Sood claimed it was 
involved in a financial scam 

of Rs 1.68 crore, yet imple-
mented a 23.84% fee hike in 
2023–24 and an additional 
14.68% increase in 2024–25.

A A P  h a s  r e c e n t l y 
launched an attack on the 
BJP government over “fee 
hikes” in schools.

Leader of Opposition Ati-
shi on Monday alleged that, 
emboldened by the BJP, 
many schools had signifi-
cantly raised their tuition 
fees without proper over-
sight.

Last week, former educa-
tion minister Manish Si-
sodia alleged that the BJP 
government had handed 
over Delhi’s education sys-
tem to the “education mafia” 
and claimed several private 
schools hiked fees by 20 per 
cent to 82 per cent.

Responding to the allega-
tion, Sood challenged the 
senior AAP leader to show 
proof. “If any evidence is 
submitted, appropriate ac-
tion will be taken.”

He also raised concern 
over a few specific schools 
that were facing allegations 
of financial mismanage-
ment hiking fees signifi-
cantly during the previous 
dispensation.

TIKAM SHARMA
New Delhi

Inspections planned for schools that increased fees without government consent.
Atishi said that 

parents of children 
attending private 

schools are 
protesting outside 
these institutions, 

as they are not 
being allowed to 

send their children 
to school due to the 

increased fees.

CM Rekha Gupta in a group picture with President DAV College Managing Committee, 
Punam Suri and DAV school students and others during the 'New Session, New Energy' 

programme, at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. ANI

The canter driver, Akhilesh from 
Kasganj in Uttar Pradesh was arrested 

and an FIR has been registered at 
Sector 18 police station, they said.

The minister highlighted the need 
for timely updates on all department 

portals and emphasised that each 
carry out regular updates through 

their respective heads of departments, 
according to a statement.
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The central government has 
raised the excise duties on 
diesel and petrol each by Rs 2 
per litre, effective from Tues-
day, according to a notifica-
tion from the Department of 
Revenue.

Currently, the government 
charges an excise duty of Rs 
19.90 per litre on petrol. From 
Tuesday, it is going to be in-
creased to Rs 21.90 a litre.

Similarly, the current excise 
duty on diesel is Rs 15.80 per 
litre, and it will increase to Rs 
17.80 per litre effective Tues-
day. Although it has not been 
announced yet, the excise duty 
hike is expected to be absorbed 
by the oil companies rather 
than being passed on to con-

sumers. The retail selling price 
of petrol in Delhi is Rs 94.77 
per litre, and diesel is being 
sold for Rs 87.67 per litre.

Crude prices have softened 
over the past from over USD 
70 per barrel to USD 63 per 
barrel on Monday, raising 
margins for the oil marketing 
companies (OMCs).

The inflation in India may re-
main below 4 per cent in the 
first half of the financial year 
2025-26 (FY26), according to 
a report by the State Bank of 
India (SBI).

This could be the first time 
inflation stayed below 4 per 
cent for two quarters in a row 
in recent years.

The report said The “US has 
imposed reciprocal tariffs to 
many economies that is more 
than India’s...This will increase 
the fear of dumping into India 
by these countries, resulting in 
lower inflation.”

It noted that the consumer 
price index (CPI) inflation is 
expected to fall to 3.8 per cent 
in the fourth quarter of FY25. 
For the full year FY25, average 
inflation may be around 4.6 per 
cent. Based on this trend, SBI 
expects inflation to come down 
to 3.9-4.0 per cent in FY26. Core 
inflation, which excludes food 
and fuel prices, is likely to stay 
in the range of 4.2-4.3 per cent.

The report also said that 

headline inflation will con-
tinue to move downward till 
September or October 2025. 
After that, there is a possibility 
it may rise again. It also pointed 
out a global factor that could 
impact India’s inflation. The 
United States has imposed 
reciprocal tariffs on several 
countries. These tariffs are 
higher than the ones India has 
placed. As a result, there is a 
fear that other countries may 
start dumping their goods in 

India at cheaper prices. This 
could lead to a further drop in 
inflation levels in the country.

The report also gave an up-
date on India’s current account 
balance. Based on the latest 
trade and services data, it ex-
pects India’s current account 
to be in surplus in the fourth 
quarter of FY25.

India’s current account deficit 
(CAD) stood at USD 11.5 billion 
in the third quarter of FY25. 
This was 1.1 per cent of the 
country’s GDP. It was slightly 
higher than the CAD of USD 
10.4 billion (also 1.1 per cent 
of GDP) in the same quarter 
last year, but lower than the 
deficit of USD 16.7 billion (1.8 
per cent of GDP) seen in the 
second quarter of FY25.

The merchandise trade deficit 
increased to USD 79.2 billion 
in the third quarter of FY25 
from USD 71.6 billion in the 
same period of the previous 
year. However, net services 
receipts rose to USD 51.2 bil-
lion from USD 45.0 billion a 
year ago, helping to improve 
the overall current account 
situation.

Govt increases excise duty on 
petrol, diesel by Rs 2 per ltr

Inflation may stay below 4% in 
first half of FY26: SBI report

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman will embark on an 
official visit to the UK and Aus-
tria on Monday (today). Her 
visit will conclude on April 13.

According to a statement 
from the Ministry of Finance, 
the finance minister is sched-
uled to attend Ministerial-
Level Bilateral meetings in 
both countries.

During the visit, the Finance 
Minister will participate in the 
13th Ministerial round of the 
India--UK Economic and Fi-
nancial Dialogue and engage 
with think tanks, investors, 
and business leaders in the UK 
and Austria.

The 13th round of the India-
UK Economic and Financial 
Dialogue is scheduled to be 
held in London, United King-
dom, on Wednesday. The 
13th EFD dialogue will be co-
chaired by the finance minister 
and the UK Chancellor of the 
Exchequer.

The 13th EFD is a significant 
bilateral platform between 

the two countries that offers 
opportunities for candid en-
gagement at Minister, officer, 
working group, and regulatory 
body levels in various aspects 
of financial collaboration, in-
cluding investment matters, 
financial services, financial 
regulations, UPI interlinkages, 
taxation matters, and illicit fi-
nancial flows.

The key priorities of the 13th 
EFD dialogue for the Indian 
side include cooperation in 

IFSC GIFT City, investment, 
insurance and pension sectors, 
FinTech and Digital economy, 
and mobilising affordable and 
sustainable climate finance.

The ministry said in the state-
ment that the Union Finance 
Minister and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer are also set to 
announce and launch various 
reports and new initiatives to 
further collaborations.

On the sidelines, Sithara-
man will engage in bilateral 
meetings with key dignitaries, 
participate in investor round-
tables and other meetings with 
heads of key financial institu-
tions and companies.

During the UK leg of the of-
ficial visit, Sitharaman will 
deliver the keynote address at 
the India-UK Investor Round-
table in the presence of Chief 
Executive Officers of interna-
tional organisations, including 
key management personnel 
from across the UK financial 
ecosystem, including pension 
funds, insurance companies, 
banks, and financial services 
institutions.

Most auto dealers across 
India brace for an uncer-
tain April dampened by 
both domestic and global 
factors.

According to the Federa-
tion of Automobile Deal-
ers Association (FADA), 
IMD’s warning of intense 
heatwaves looms over 
consumer footfall and in-
frastructure activity, while 
renewed tariff tensions on 
the international stage add 
market volatility and rattle 
automobile buyer senti-
ment.

FADA said on Monday 
that nearly 60 percent of 
dealers across all segments 
report weak booking pipe-
lines, signalling a fragile 
foundation for the new fi-
nancial year 2025-26.

“The picture is far from 
rosy: nearly 60 per cent of 
dealers across all segments 
report weak booking pipe-
lines, signalling a fragile 
foundation on which any 
optimism must rest,” said 
a FADA statement.

Two-wheeler dealers, 
however, anticipate a lift 
from festive buy-ins and 
marriage season demand. 
Passenger vehicle show-
rooms look to pipeline 

bookings and localized 
celebrations, such as Ak-
shay Tritiya, Bengali New 
Year, Baisakhi, and Vishu, 
among others.

FADA says dealers across 
India are cautiously opti-
mistic for 2025-26, project-
ing mid to high single-digit 
growth in the two-wheeler 
segment and low single-
digit growth for both pas-
senger vehicle and com-
mercial vehicle segments.

“Significant headwinds 
dampen overall optimism. 
Financing remains a per-
sistent challenge--dealers 
note that credit norms 
have tightened in recent 
months, and the need for 
further rate cuts by the 
RBI to bring down borrow-
ing costs,” FADA said in its 
outlook.

FADA asserted that a 
possible shrink in dispos-
able incomes in tandem 
with market volatility may 
well cause discretionary 
spending like auto pur-
chases to suffer going for-
ward.

FADA today also released 
retail sales data for the just-
concluded financial year 
2024-25.

According to FADA data, 
passenger vehicles grew 
by 4.87 per cent, closely 

matching the Association’s 
initial forecast of 5 per cent.

Two-wheelers segment 
ended the year at (+) 7.71 
per cent, falling short of 
the hoped-for double-digit 
increase. Commercial ve-
hicles came in nearly flat at 
(-) 0.17 per cent.

“A key highlight this 
year was the strong per-
formance in rural areas. 
Two-wheelers in rural 
markets grew by 8.39 per 
cent, comfortably outpac-
ing the urban growth of 
6.77 per cent, while Three-
Wheelers saw an even 
bigger contrast at 8.70 per 
cent in rural regions versus 
just 0.28 per cent in urban. 
Even Passenger Vehicles 
posted 7.93 per cent in rural 
sales, compared to 3.07 per 
cent in cities,” said FADA 
President CS Vigneshwar. 

Sitharaman sets for week-long 
official visit to UK, Austria

Subdued auto sales likely this year: FADA survey
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The retail selling 
price of petrol in 
Delhi is Rs 94.77 
per litre, and diesel 
is being sold for Rs 
87.67 per litre.

Adani Ports and Special 
Economic Zone Ltd (AP-
SEZ) has announced the 
commencement of opera-
tions at the Colombo West 
International Terminal 
(CWIT), located at the Port 
of Colombo.

Developed under a land-
mark public-private part-
nership, the CWIT is op-
erated by a consortium 
comprising India’s largest 
port operator, Adani Ports 
and SEZ, leading Sri Lank-
an conglomerate John Keells 
Holdings PLC, and the Sri 
Lanka Ports Authority, un-
der a 35-year Build, Operate, 
and Transfer (BOT) agree-
ment.

As per a statement from 
Adani Ports and SEZ, the 
CWIT project represents 
a significant investment of 
USD 800 million and fea-
tures a 1,400-metre quay 
length and 20-metre depth, 
enabling the terminal to 
handle approximately 3.2 
million twenty-foot equiva-
lent Units (TEUs) annually.

According to APSEZ, it is 
the first deep-water terminal 
in Colombo to be fully auto-
mated, designed to enhance 
cargo handling capabilities, 
improve vessel turnaround 
times and elevate the port’s 
status as a key trans-ship-
ment hub in South Asia.

Construction began in 
early 2022 and has since 
achieved rapid progress. 
With the installation of 
cutting-edge infrastructure 
now nearing completion, 
CWIT is poised to set new 
benchmarks in operational 
efficiency and reliability in 
regional maritime logistics, 
the release said.

“The commencement of 
operations at CWIT marks a 
momentous milestone in re-
gional cooperation between 
India and Sri Lanka,” said 
Gautam Adani, Chairman 
of the Adani Group.

 “Not only does this ter-
minal represent the fu-
ture of trade in the Indian 
Ocean but its opening is 
also a proud moment for 
Sri Lanka, placing it firmly 
on the global maritime map. 
The CWIT project will cre-
ate thousands of direct and 
indirect jobs locally and 
unlock immense economic 
value for the island nation. 
It also stands as a shining 

example of the deep-rooted 
friendship and growing 
strategic ties between the 
two neighbours, and of what 
can be achieved through vi-
sionary public-private part-
nerships. Delivering this 
world-class facility in record 
time also reflects the Adani 
Group’s proven ability to ef-
ficiently execute large-scale 
critical infrastructure proj-
ects anywhere in the world,” 
he added.

“We are proud to see the 
progress in the develop-
ment of the West Container 
Terminal, a project that 
strengthens Sri Lanka’s po-
sition as a regional maritime 
hub,” said Krishan Balen-
dra, Chairperson, of John 
Keells Group.

“This project is one of the 
John Keells Group’s largest 
investments and is among 
the most significant private-
sector investments in Sri 
Lanka. Together with the 
Sri Lanka Ports Authority 
and the Adani Group, we 
will elevate Colombo’s sta-
tus as a leading tranship-
ment hub. We are confident 
that the project will enhance 
global trade and connectiv-
ity in the region,” Balendra 
added.

APSEZ has evolved from 
a port company to an In-
tegrated Transport Utility 
providing end-to-end solu-
tions from its port gate to 
customer gate. 

Adani Group’s 
Colombo Terminal 
operations start

RBI’s polIcy meet: Rate cut looms 
amId gloBal, domestIc pRessuRes

The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) is gear-
ing up for its crucial 

Monetary Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) meeting, sched-
uled from Monday, April 
7, to Wednesday, April 9, 
in Mumbai. RBI Governor 
Sanjay Malhotra will an-
nounce the outcome, in-
cluding any changes in the 
key policy rates, on April 9 
at 10 AM.

The meeting comes on 
the heels of a 25 basis point 
(bps) repo rate cut in Febru-
ary — the first in the cur-
rent easing cycle — which 
brought the rate down from 
6.5% to 6.25%. A fresh rate 
cut is now widely antici-
pated, with economists and 
financial institutions closely 
watching the central bank’s 
next move.

According to a report 
by the State Bank of India 
(SBI), another 25 bps rate 
cut is expected in the April 
2025 policy. The report 
outlines a roadmap for the 
RBI to follow up February’s 
reduction with another cut 
this month, followed by a 
pause in June, before poten-
tially resuming cuts from 
August. “We expect a 25-ba-
sis point rate cut in April’25 
policy. The cumulative rate 
cut over the cycle could be at 
least 100 basis points,” the 

report stated.
However, the SBI report 

also issued a word of cau-
tion. It flagged challenges in 
deposit mobilization dur-
ing the rate-easing cycle, 
pointing to low tax-adjust-
ed returns for savers and 
a growing shift toward the 
Just-In-Time (JIT) mecha-
nism. This could deal a 
double blow to efforts aimed 
at garnering low-cost, stable 
deposits.

While there is consensus 
that a rate cut is needed to 
support economic growth, 
experts differ on how ag-
gressive the RBI should be. 
Some advocate for a bold 
50 bps cut, while others see 
a more measured 25 bps as 
more likely.

Debopam Chaudhuri, 
Chief Economist at Pira-
mal Group, is among those 
calling for a more decisive 
move. “A 50 bps rate cut 
seems to be the need of the 
hour. Whether RBI will 
consider it is difficult to 
predict. At a time when all 
three major data trends, 
viz., softer inflation, man-
ageable bank liquidity defi-
cit and improving INR sup-
port a rate cut environment, 
the MPC may move fast,” he 
said.

Chaudhuri emphasized 
the advantages of front-
loading rate cuts, especially 
in light of stabilizing infla-
tion and the strengthening 
of the rupee. “RBI should 
consider front-loading rate 

cuts and a 50-basis-point 
cut in April can be a good 
pre-emptive move. Domes-
tic inflation is low, globally, 
yields are coming down, 
and USDINR has regained 
some of its lost ground. 
These trends present a good 
opportunity for aggressive 
rate cuts,” he added.

On the other hand, Sonal 
Badhan, Economics Spe-
cialist at Bank of Baroda, ex-
pects a more cautious stance 
from the central bank. “We 
expect RBI to lower repo 
rate by 25bps in its Apr’25 
meeting. Cumulatively we 
have priced in 75bps rate cut 
in this cycle. RBI is expected 
to take a more gradual ap-
proach in lowering rates, 
hence a 25bps cut is more 

likely,” she said.
Badhan noted that while 

interest rates are a key fac-
tor, capital flows also de-
pend on broader issues like 
economic growth, global 
trade dynamics, and geo-
political risks. “We are go-
ing with a 25 basis points 
rate cut, as RBI will remain 
cautious until the situation 
of monsoon is more clear. 
However, the stance will 
be changed to accommoda-
tive, implying that after this, 
there is scope for more than 
one 25 basis points rate cut, 
depending upon the prevail-
ing macro-economic situa-
tion,” she added.

Globally, central banks are 
under pressure as uncer-
tainties continue to mount. 

TDG NETWORK
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Deposit growth faces double blow.
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TO SUM UP

n RBI’s MPC meet begins April 
7, policy rate decision to be an-
nounced by Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra on April 9 at 10 AM.

n February’s 25 bps cut may be 
followed by another, with SBI 
projecting a 100 bps easing 
cycle and a pause in June.

n Deposit growth may weaken, 
SBI warns, due to low saver 
returns and a shift to Just-In-
Time models.

n Experts split on rate cut size: 
Piramal’s Chaudhuri calls for a 
50 bps cut; Bank of Baroda’s Badhan expects a gradual 25 bps move.

Debopam 
Chaudhuri, Chief 
Economist at 
Piramal Group, is 
among those calling 
for a more decisive 
move. “A 50 bps 
rate cut seems to 
be the need of the 
hour. Whether RBI 
will consider it is 
difficult to predict.”

ECONOMY WRAP
= H e a l t h c a r e  s e c -
tor growth subdued in 
Q4FY25: Nuvama expects 
17.2% YoY EBITDA growth 
led by hospitals (18.1%) 
and diagnostics (9.4%), but 
weak footfalls and seasonal 
disruptions have damp-
ened overall performance. 
Revenue growth remains 
muted, raising concerns of 
FY25 earnings cuts.
=Gold fundamentals 

strong despite price drop: 
WGC’s Sachin Jain says re-
cent $200 price fall is not panic selling but a correction. 
Strong demand, central bank buying, and geopolitical 
tensions continue to support gold’s long-term strength.
=India’s exports to US may drop 6.41%: GTRI warns 

Trump’s new tariffs could reduce Indian exports by 
$5.76 billion in 2025. Key sectors like seafood, metals, 
gems, and auto parts may suffer, though gains are likely 
in textiles, pharma, and chemicals.

The report said The 
“US has imposed 
reciprocal tariffs to 
many economies 
that is more than 
India’s...This will 
increase the fear 
of dumping into 
India by these 
countries, resulting 
in lower inflation.”



Petticoats and dhotis have 
long been an essential part 
of India’s cultural heritage, 
symbolizing both elegance 
and tradition. However, hid-
den beneath their graceful 
drapes is a rarely discussed 
health concern—a unique 
condition referred to as “pet-
ticoat cancer” or “saree can-
cer.” Also known as Mar-
jolin ulcer, this uncommon 
form of skin cancer typically 
develops around the waist 
due to prolonged irritation 
and friction. The term ‘Saree 
Cancer’ was first introduced 
by Dr. Patil et al. in the Bom-
bay Hospital Journal from 
Bombay Hospital, India, 
and has recently garnered 
significant attention in In-
dian media. This condition 
arises from the continuous 
pressure exerted by tightly 
bound waist cords in tradi-
tional Indian attire, leading 
to chronic irritation. How-
ever, it would be incorrect 
to assume that only Indian 
garments contribute to this 
issue. Western clothing, 
such as tight-waisted jeans, 

can also cause similar ir-
ritation, ultimately lead-
ing to the same risks. Over 
time, this persistent friction 
can result in chronic ulcers, 
which, if left untreated, have 
the potential to develop into 
aggressive carcinoma.

Although petticoat cancer 
is not a common condition, it 
remains a significant health 
concern for individuals who 
habitually wear tightly tied 
clothing over extended pe-
riods, often spanning sev-
eral decades. Skin cancer 
accounts for only 1% of all 
cancer cases, highlighting 
that saree or dhoti cancer 
is rare compared to other 
forms of cancer. The pri-
mary culprit behind this 
condition is the tight cord of 
the petticoat, which causes 
continuous friction and 
moisture retention, leading 
to dermatoses such as der-
matitis and depigmentation. 
In rare instances, prolonged 
irritation and pressure from 
the cord may contribute to 
the onset of squamous cell 
carcinoma. Studies have 

documented these skin le-
sions, including their po-
tential malignant transfor-
mations, under the term 
‘saree cancers.’ The root 
cause lies in the persistent 
tightness of the waist cord, 
which induces chronic in-
flammation over time, ulti-
mately increasing the risk of 
malignant changes.

It’s not just the knot used 
in a petticoat that can cause 
irritation—wearing tightly 
belted pants can also lead to 
skin sensitivity, redness, re-
stricted blood flow, and, over 
time, leave marks around 
the waist. Tight clothing 
such as corsets and blouses 
can further compromise 
blood circulation. Therefore, 
it is crucial to avoid wearing 
tight-fitting clothes for ex-
tended periods for the sake 
of overall health. Although 
data shows that the risk of 
developing petticoat cancer 
is minimal, there is a well-
known saying: “Prevention 
is better than cure”. It is al-
ways better to take precau-
tions now by avoiding the 
habit of wearing excessively 
tight clothing.

In India, cases of petticoat 
cancer have primarily been 
reported among elderly 
women who have worn 
tightly tied sarees for over 
30 or 40 years. For example, 
a 70-year-old woman devel-
oped a persistent ulcer on 
her right flank, which was 

later diagnosed as squamous 
cell carcinoma. Another 
woman in her late 60s pre-
sented with an ulcer that had 
spread to her lymph nodes, 
having worn a lugda—a 
tightly tied saree style—for 
more than 40 years.

While “petticoat cancer” 
predominantly affects 
women due to saree-wear-
ing habits, analogous cases 
have been documented in 
men wearing tightly bound 
dhotis.  Chronic friction and 
pressure from the dhoti’s 
cords can induce skin irri-
tation, pigmentation, and, 
infrequently, malignant 
transformations such as 
squamous cell carcinoma.  
A documented instance 
of waistline skin cancer, 
sometimes termed “dhoti 
cancer”, involved a 70-year-
old South Indian male who, 
after decades of wearing a 
tightly bound dhoti, devel-
oped a 4x3 cm ulcer prolif-
erative lesion on his waist. 
This was diagnosed as 
squamous cell carcinoma, 
treated via wide local exci-
sion with a 2 cm margin.

Preventing petticoat can-
cer begins with changing 
the way traditional gar-
ments are worn and main-
tained. Dr. Sudhir Kumar, 
a neurologist from Apollo 
Hospitals in Hyderabad, 
emphasizes the need for 
vigilance and care to miti-
gate the risk. Here are some 

recommended practices:
Loosen the Fit: Avoid 

wearing petticoats or dhotis 
too tightly. Keep them slight-
ly loose and comfortable to 
reduce pressure on the skin.

Avoid Tight Shapewear: 
Refrain from using saree 
shapewear that compresses 
the waist.

Rotate Knot Position 
Change the location of the 
knot regularly to prevent 
localized damage to the skin.

Choose Quality Fabrics: 
Opt for high-quality, soft 
materials like cotton instead 
of lower-quality alterna-
tives.

Maintain Hygiene: Wash 
garments daily to remove 
sweat and prevent bacterial 
buildup.

Regular Skin Checks: Ex-
amine the skin around the 
waist regularly for signs of 
irritation, scarring, or suspi-
cious lesions.

Seek Medical Attention: 
If any unusual skin chang-
es are observed, consult 
a healthcare professional 
promptly.

We all want to wear body-
fitting clothes to achieve a 
well-shaped appearance. 
However, while doing so, 
one must be cautious. If the 
clothes you wear are too 
tight, leaving red marks on 
your skin or making it dif-
ficult for you to breathe, it’s 
time to consider their side 
effects.

Not only this, but extreme-
ly tight clothing can also 
put stress on the stomach 
and intestines, potentially 
leading to digestive issues. 
During summer, we usually 
prefer loose-fitting clothes 
to prevent skin infections. 
Tight clothing traps sweat 
and heat within the fabric, 
which can cause rashes and 
other skin problems. On 
the other hand, loose cloth-
ing allows air circulation, 
keeping the body cool and 
fresh. It is not only during 
summer but in general that 
we should avoid excessive-
ly tight clothing, as it may 
cause skin irritation and 
discomfort.

There is a famous saying 
in India that we should eat 
food according to our pref-
erence but wear clothes that 
are appealing in the eyes of 
others. However, we would 
like to correct this notion—
rather than dressing to 
please others, we should 
prioritize wearing clothes 
that ensure our own com-
fort. After all, taking care 
of our body is the best form 
of self-care, contributing 
to better health and a long, 
healthy life.
Dr. Pyali Chatterjee, HOD, 
Faculty of Law, ICFAI Uni-
versity, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, 
& Ms.Maitreyee Tembhekar, 
Student, B.A L.LB (Hons), 1 st 
year, 2nd sem, The ICFAI Uni-
versity, Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

Need to rethink tight-fitting attire

After the passage of the Waqf Amendment Bill in 
Parliament, it is time for full on politics by Opposi-
tion parties that had prepared the ground for it by 
painting the bill as anti-Muslim and communal. 
Ahead of the Bihar Assembly elections, to be held 
sometime later this year, a competition of sorts has 
broken out among parties to prove to their Mus-
lim voters that they are their biggest saviours. Since 
this cannot be done without painting the ruling co-
alition as the villain of the piece, Muslims are being 
told that the Amendment Bill has been designed 
to snatch away their property and make them sec-
ond class citizens of the country. When the truth 
is that the Bill is actually about the management 
and governance of Waqf property, by making the 
functioning of the Waqf boards more efficient and 
transparent, apart from making the boards more 
representative.

While Waqf is assets donated for charitable pur-
poses, with the owner being God once the proper-
ty is transferred as Waqf, the management of that 
property by the Waqf boards has come in for se-
vere criticism even by Muslims for being riddled 
with corruption. Proceeds from such property are 
to be used for the welfare of the Muslim commu-
nity and Waqf property cannot be sold. This has 
not stopped Waqf boards from allowing such land 
for different purposes in exchange for a hefty sum 
of money, which, more often than not, has not 
been used for the betterment of the Muslim com-
munity. As Home Minister Amit Shah pointed out 
in Parliament, “The leased Waqf Board properties 
were 20,000, but in 2025, as per records which 
might be wrong, these properties became zero. 
Where did these properties go? With whose per-
mission were they sold?” As per government data, 
the country’s 32 Waqf boards are the third high-
est owner of land after India’s armed forces and 
the railways. The Waqf boards have enjoyed un-
tramelled powers to claim any property as Waqf, 
including government or private property. Waqf 
boards used Section 40 of the earlier Waqf Act to 
declare any land as Waqf property—decisions that 
were considered final. For example, two islands in 
Bet Dwarka, the place where Hindus believe Lord 
Krishna ruled, was claimed as Waqf property. The 
municipal building in Surat was declared as Waqf 
property because of its debatable connection with 
some Muslims in the past. Entire villages in the 
South have been declared as Waqf property, as 
well as the national heritage monument, the Taj 
Mahal and a 1,500-year-old Chola temple. During 
the Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 at Prayagraj there 
was news that the mela ground had been claimed 
as Waqf property. As Home Minister Amit Shah 
pointed out in Parliament, between 1913 and 
2013, 18 lakh acres of land were claimed as Waqf 
property, while in just the last 12 years, 21 lakh 
acres were added to that list. This was primarily 
because the Waqf boards were given a free hand 
by the then UPA government through an amend-
ment to the Waqf Act. Essentially, a handful of in-
dividuals, by dint of belonging to the Waqf Boards 
were supposed to be in control of 39 lakh acres of 
land in the country—a case of a gigantic land grab

Hence, amending the Waqf Act to get rid of its 
draconian provisions and making it more repre-
sentative and women friendly was the need of the 
hour and that is what was done. For this, support 
has come even from Muslims—for instance the 
All India Muslim Women Personal Law Board—
because they too have suffered in several cases 
of maladministration by the Waqf boards. The 
problem now is in seeing discrimination towards 
Muslims where there is none. But then this di-
rectly feeds the narrative of “Muslims in danger” 
in India, and that is what the Opposition has 
latched on to, with ample help from bodies like 
the All India Muslim Personal Law Board. Their 
strategy is about allowing a handful of individu-
als from this particular community complete 
control over vast resources, but without any ac-
countability in the hope that they being commu-
nity leaders will transfer Muslim votes en bloc to 
the respective political parties. And now there is 
the worry that this anti Waqf bill movement will 
be stoked into much bigger protests, the way it 
was done with the Citizenship Amendment Act, 
as a result of which an Act that had nothing to 
do with Indian Muslims, was painted as an in-
strument to disenfranchise them. The Indian 
government’s name was made mud internation-
ally in the process. And thus a good reform was 
almost killed. This Waqf issue is likely to get big-
ger ahead of the Bihar elections, in the hope that 
whatever Muslim support Nitish Kumar’s JDU 
enjoys, melts away. The eventual aim is to drive 
a wedge among the constituents of the ruling 
NDA coalition at the Centre and thus destabilise 
it. Hence, the need of the hour is to increase the 
channels of communication between the ruling 
BJP and the Muslim community, so that the latter 
do not fall for the canards that are being spread 
about this amendment Bill. Without communi-
cation, a good law will be forever tainted in the 
minds of India’s largest minority community.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
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Dispel the canarDs 
being spreaD about 
Waqf reforms

Historical 
Background and 
evolution of 
relations  
India and Serbia, with 
shared histories and mutual 
respect, enjoy longstanding 
ties, tracing back to the era of 
Yugoslavia. Taking history 
into account, as co-founders 
of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM), India and the 
former Yugoslavia upheld a 
vision for independent and 
non-aligned foreign policy 
amidst the Cold War’s divi-
sive politics. Serbia, follow-
ing the dissolution of Yugo-
slavia, continued to build on 
this NAM legacy, fostering 
relations with India based 
on mutual sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity, and coop-
eration on multiple fronts. 
India’s principled stance on 
Serbia’s sovereignty and its 
non-recognition of Kosovo’s 
independence solidify this 
commitment. Celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of dip-
lomatic ties in 2023, both 
nations highlighted this rela-
tionship’s enduring strength 
through symbolic gestures, 
such as a commemorative 
postal stamp issued by the 
Serbian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, which featured 
iconic national monuments 
from both countries. This 
milestone is a testament to 
the diplomatic maturity and 
sustained goodwill between 
the two nations, reflecting 
their commitment to contin-
ued collaboration and sup-
port on various international 
platforms.

deepening 
engagements 
Recent years have witnessed 
high-level visits and an ex-
pansion of economic, scien-

tific, cultural, and defence co-
operation between India and 
Serbia. In June 2023, Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu’s 
state visit to Serbia marked 
a significant moment, be-
ing her first visit to Europe 
and the first such visit by an 
Indian head of state to Ser-
bia. This visit underscored 
potential collaborations in 
diverse sectors, including 
defence technology, phar-
maceuticals, agriculture, 
and cultural cooperation. 
Serbia’s President Alek-
sandar Vucic joined discus-
sions, accompanied by eight 
Serbian ministers, highlight-
ing Serbia’s enthusiasm to 
deepen engagements with 
India across multiple fields. 
Serbia’s participation in the 
2nd Voice of Global South 
Summit, hosted virtually 
by India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Novem-
ber 2023, exemplifies the 
two nations’ shared vision 
of South-South cooperation. 
Moreover, Serbia’s growing 
economic engagements with 
India, particularly in tech-
nology, pharmaceuticals, 
tourism, and agriculture, 
have set a progressive tra-
jectory for bilateral trade, 
which has seen a steady in-
crease, totalling around USD 
383.6 million in 2023. This 
growth reflects the increas-
ing alignment in economic 
interests and the commit-
ment to fostering a mutually 
beneficial trade relationship.

In addition to this, there 
have been certain visa policy 
changes that have also been 
made which are positively 
Impacting this bilateral re-
lationship. Effective from 
January 1, 2023, Serbia’s 
withdrawal of visa-free entry 
for Indian nationals aligns its 

policy with the European 
Union’s regulations. While 
this policy change may pose 
a logistical adjustment, it is 
unlikely to strain diplomatic 
ties significantly. Given the 
historical depth of the India-
Serbia relationship, such 
procedural shifts are man-
ageable within the broader 
diplomatic framework. 
India and Serbia have both 
expressed commitment to 
fostering people-to-people 
ties, and visa facilitation 
can always be revisited 
for smoother interactions. 
Nonetheless, this new visa 
requirement could prompt 
discussions on easing mo-
bility, especially for pro-
fessionals, students, and 
tourists from India, which 
would help maintain the 
momentum of the ongoing 
exchanges.

exploring space 
and ai togetHer
In recent developments, 
Serbia and India have iden-
tified promising avenues of 
collaboration in cutting-edge 
technological domains such 
as space exploration and 
artificial intelligence. One 
notable initiative is Shakth-
iSAT, a project launched by 
the Indian aerospace startup 
Space Kids India, aimed at 
encouraging young women 
worldwide to pursue careers 
in space science and tech-
nology. A key aspect of the 
project involves designing, 
manufacturing, and oper-
ating a lunar-orbit satellite 
entirely by a female team. 
Serbia’s participation in 
this initiative marks a sig-
nificant milestone, with 101 
registered Serbian partici-
pants in 2023 expressing a 
strong interest in acquiring 
knowledge and building 
cross-border scientific and 
professional connections. 
Serbian Minister of Science, 
Technological Development, 
and Innovation, Dr. Jelena 
Begovic, emphasised the im-
portance of this initiative as a 
global step toward empower-
ing women through STEM 

education. She also noted 
that Serbia has a strong 
representation of women 
in science, with over 50% 
of students and PhD hold-
ers being female. To further 
make this collaboration a 
successful endeavour in the 
long term, there is a need for 
developing broader frame-
works and streamlined strat-
egies for sustained collabo-
ration between Serbia and 
India across technological 
domains.

Further deepening bilat-
eral scientific engagement, 
Serbia hosted the Global 
Partnership on Artificial 
Intelligence (GPAI) Sum-
mit at the Palace of Serbia in 
December 2024, gathering 
over 130 delegates and 1,000 
experts from around the 
world. As the largest inter-
national event in the country 
since the commemoration of 
the 60th anniversary of the 
Non-Aligned Movement in 
Belgrade, the GPAI Sum-
mit focused on policy ap-
proaches for unlocking the 
transformative potential of 
artificial intelligence, pro-
moting ethical and inclusive 
innovation, and enhancing 
global cooperation. Notably, 
Serbia assumed the GPAI 
presidency from India, re-
flecting the trust and mu-
tual respect between the two 
nations. During the summit, 
Minister Begovic met with 
India’s Minister of State for 
Electronics and Information 
Technology, Shri Jitin Prasa-
da, to discuss opportunities 
for collaboration in AI and 
digital technologies. She 
highlighted Serbia’s com-
mitment to international 
cooperation in accelerat-
ing technological advance-
ment and emphasized the 
importance of building 
robust intergovernmental 
partnerships. Minister Be-
govic underscored Serbia’s 
strategic goal to develop ef-
fective AI governance mech-
anisms—ensuring technol-
ogy remains both safe and 
innovative. Additionally, it 
is essential to understand 

that a deeper AI collabora-
tion is only possible when 
private sector contributions 
and academic collaborations, 
which are essential for driv-
ing innovation, become the 
cornerstone of India-Serbia 
relations. In AI specifically, 
partnerships with Indian 
tech startups, universities, 
and research institutions 
could enhance Serbia’s ca-
pacity to implement cutting-
edge solutions and digitized 
products. 

multipolarity and 
mutual prosperity
In the context of an evolv-
ing multipolar world, India 
and Serbia’s relationship 
serves as a model for diplo-
matic resilience and shared 
development. Both coun-
tries have maintained their 
autonomy in foreign policy 
decisions, often support-
ing non-aligned or neutral 
stances on complex global 
issues. Serbia’s engagement 
with India in forums such as 
NAM and the Voice of Global 
South Summit demonstrates 
its recognition of India’s role 
in providing a balanced per-
spective on global affairs. In 
the future, India and Serbia 
can strengthen their partner-
ship by leading multilateral 
dialogues on issues such as 
climate change, regional se-
curity, and trade facilitation 
within international forums. 
Serbia’s geographical posi-
tion as a bridge between the 
East and West, coupled with 
India’s strategic position in 
Asia, provides a unique ad-
vantage in advocating for 
balanced policies that sup-
port emerging economies.

Interestingly, today a mul-
tipolar world is only possible 
with different nation-states 
engaging in strategic defence 
and security cooperation. In 
this regard, defence and se-
curity cooperation have also 
evolved as one of the key pil-
lars in India-Serbia relations. 
Following the 2019 Agree-
ment on Defence Coopera-
tion, regular defence inter-
actions have taken place, and 

Serbian defence delegations 
have participated in events 
like India’s Aero India show 
in 2023. The mutual interest 
in defence manufacturing, 
military technology, and 
UN peacekeeping training 
underlines the commitment 
of both countries to develop a 
robust security partnership. 
India’s role as a defence ex-
porter, with capabilities in 
missile systems, aircraft, 
and cybersecurity solutions, 
aligns well with Serbia’s de-
fence modernization goals. 
By exploring joint research 
initiatives in defence technol-
ogy and advanced training 
programmes, India and Ser-
bia can establish a mutually 
beneficial defence relation-
ship that aligns with their 
shared strategic interests.

Thus, to conclude, it is im-
portant to acknowledge that 
India and Serbia have suc-
cessfully maintained a warm 
and productive relationship 
rooted in shared values and 
respect for sovereignty. From 
political solidarity in the 
Non-Aligned Movement 
era to burgeoning econom-
ic and defence cooperation, 
this relationship has adapted 
to changing global dynam-
ics while retaining its core 
principles. As both countries 
continue to navigate a mul-
tipolar world, there is ample 
potential to expand collabo-
rations in education, indus-
trial innovation, and secu-
rity. Enhanced exchanges 
through programmes like 
ICCR and ITEC, coupled 
with investments in critical 
sectors, can provide further 
momentum to this partner-
ship, ensuring that India and 
Serbia’s friendship continues 
to thrive in the years to come.

Ivona Leskur is a Junior Re-
searcher at the Institute of Eu-
ropean Studies in Serbia and 
a PhD Candidate in Sociology 
at the University of Belgrade. 
Monojit Das is an independent 
researcher on cyber governance. 
Sudhanshu Kumar is a PhD 
candidate at the School of In-
ternational Studies, JNU. 
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Additionally, the ancient 
Indian epic, the Ramayana, 
narrates the story of Lord 
Rama constructing a bridge, 
known as Rama Setu or Ad-
am's Bridge, from India to 
Sri Lanka to rescue his wife 
Sita from the demon king 
Ravana. This mythological 
connection underscores 
the deep historical ties and 
shared narratives between 
the two nations.

Colonial era 
The colonial period saw 
both India and Sri Lanka 
under British rule, albeit 
with distinct adminis-
trative structures. India 
gained independence in 
1947, followed by Sri Lanka 
(then Ceylon) in 1948. Post-
independence, both nations 
sought to establish their 
identities and navigate the 
complexities of nation-
building. The shared experi-
ence of colonialism and the 
subsequent quest for sov-
ereignty further cemented 
their bilateral relations. 

Post-indePendenCe
In the years following in-
dependence, India and Sri 
Lanka entered into several 
agreements to address mu-
tual concerns and strength-
en bilateral ties:
l nehru-Kotelawala Pact 

(1954): This agreement 
addressed the status and 
future of people of Indian 
origin in Sri Lanka, par-
ticularly those brought by 
the British to work in plan-
tations. India accepted, in 
principle, the repatriation 
of Indian populations in Sri 
Lanka, emphasizing volun-
tary repatriation for those 
opting for Indian citizen-
ship.
l  sirima-shastri Pact 

(1964): Building upon pre-

vious discussions, this pact 
focused on the repatriation 
of Indian-origin Tamils in 
Sri Lanka. It was agreed 
that a significant number 
would be granted Indian 
citizenship and repatri-
ated, while others would 
receive Sri Lankan citi-
zenship, aiming to resolve 
the issue of statelessness in 
this community.
l  indo-sri lanka accord 

(1987): Amidst the escalat-
ing civil conflict involving 
the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), this 
accord aimed to bring peace 
by introducing devolution 
of power to the provinces 
and recognizing Tamil as 
an official language. It also 
led to the deployment of the 
Indian Peace Keeping Force 
(IPKF) in Sri Lanka.

eConomiC 
relations
Economic ties between In-
dia and Sri Lanka have been 
robust and multifaceted:
l Free trade agreement 

(Fta): Signed in 1998 and 
operational since 2000, 
the Indo-Sri Lanka FTA 

has significantly boosted 
bilateral trade. India has 
emerged as one of Sri Lan-
ka's largest trading part-
ners, with trade encom-
passing a diverse range of 
goods and services.
l economic and technol-

ogy Cooperation agreement 
(etCa): Building upon the 
FTA, the proposed ETCA 
aims to enhance collabora-
tion in trade, services, and 
investment. While it prom-
ises economic benefits, 
the agreement has faced 
domestic opposition in Sri 
Lanka over concerns about 
labour market impacts and 
economic sovereignty.

Cultural ties
The cultural connections 
between India and Sri Lan-
ka are profound:
l Buddhism: As a shared 

spiritual heritage, Bud-
dhism continues to be a 
significant link. Pilgrim-
ages, cultural exchanges, 
and collaborative efforts in 
preserving Buddhist sites 
underscore this connection. 
l  arts and Cinema: The 

influence of Indian cinema, 

particularly Tamil and 
Hindi films, is notable in 
Sri Lanka. Conversely, Sri 
Lankan artists have found 
audiences in India, fostering 
mutual appreciation.
l education and scholar-

ships: India offers numer-
ous scholarships to Sri 
Lankan students, facilitat-
ing academic exchanges 
and strengthening educa-
tional ties.

deFenCe 
CooPeration
In recent years, defence col-
laboration has gained mo-
mentum:
l Joint military exercises: 

Initiatives like the SLINEX 
naval exercises and MITRA 
SHAKTI army exercises en-
hance interoperability and 
mutual trust between the 
armed forces. 
l  defence agreements: 

In April 2025, India and 
Sri Lanka signed a five-year 
defence cooperation agree-
ment focusing on training 
Sri Lankan military per-
sonnel in India and sharing 
information and technology. 
This move aims to bolster 
regional security and re-
flects the deepening strate-

gic partnership. 

reCent 
develoPments
In April 2025, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visited Sri Lanka, 
marking the first visit 
by a foreign leader since 
President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake assumed of-
fice. During this visit, both 
nations signed significant 
defence and energy agree-
ments, reflecting a mutual 
commitment to enhancing 
strategic and economic col-
laboration. A notable out-
come was the inauguration 
of a 120-megawatt solar 
power plant, a joint ven-
ture aimed at addressing 
Sri Lanka's energy needs 
and promoting sustainable 
development.

The defence cooperation 
agreement signed during 
this visit signifies a pivotal 
shift in bilateral relations, 
focusing on joint military 
exercises, intelligence 
sharing, and maritime se-
curity. This move is per-
ceived as a strategic effort 
to balance China's grow-
ing influence in the region, 
particularly given China's 

substantial investments in 
Sri Lankan infrastructure 
projects like the Hamban-
tota port. 

However, these devel-

opments have not been 
without domestic conten-
tion. Protests erupted in 
Colombo, with critics ac-
cusing the government of 

compromising national 
sovereignty in favour of 
Indian interests. Such in-
cidents underscore the 
delicate balance Sri Lanka 
must maintain in its for-
eign relations, navigating 
ties with both India and 
China while addressing 
domestic sentiments. 

What We KnoW…
The relationship between 
India and Sri Lanka is deep-
ly rooted in shared history, 
culture, and mutual inter-
ests. From ancient civiliza-
tional links to contemporary 
strategic partnerships, the 
two nations have traversed 
a complex path marked by 
collaboration and challeng-
es. As they move forward, 
fostering mutual respect, 
understanding domestic 
sensitivities, and promoting 
equitable cooperation will 
be essential in strengthen-
ing this enduring partner-
ship.

Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra
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I
ndia and Sri Lanka share a multifaceted relationship that spans over two mil-

lennia, characterized by deep-rooted cultural, religious, and economic ties. 

This enduring connection has evolved through various phases, influenced 

by historical events, colonial legacies, and contemporary geopolitical dynamics.

The cultural and religious bonds between India and Sri Lanka date back to an-

cient times. In the 3rd century BCE, Emperor Ashoka of India sent his children, 

Arhat Mahinda and Theri Sangamitta, to Sri Lanka to propagate Buddhism. This 

mission led to the establishment of Buddhism as a major religion in Sri Lanka, 

fostering a shared spiritual heritage that continues to influence the island nation's 

culture and traditions. 

From AshokA to Accord: 
2000-yeAr Arc oF diplomAcy
Two nations, one epic bond—shaped by Buddha, battered by bullets, and now building a new era of cooperation.

The Indo-Sri Lanka Peace Accord was signed on 
29th July 1987 in Colombo between the then Indian 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and the then Sri Lankan 
President J R Jayewardene to bring the Sri Lankan 
civil war to an end. This accord saw the induction of 
the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) in Sri Lanka. 

Picture source: byjus.com

The accord with Sri Lanka led to the establishment of the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) whose main role was to disarm the 
militant groups especially LTTE in Sri Lanka. Picture source: Wikipedia

most Controversial Part

Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) and civil war

In the late 1980s, the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) embarked on a mission in Sri 
Lanka that would become a defining chapter in the annals of South Asian history. This 
endeavour, initiated under the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, was fraught with complexities, 
unforeseen challenges, and profound consequences that continue to resonate.

Sri Lanka, an island nation off the southern coast of India, was engulfed in a brutal civil 
war between the Sinhalese-majority government and Tamil separatist groups, notably 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The conflict had escalated to alarming pro-
portions, leading to significant loss of life and displacement. India, sharing deep cultural 
ties with the Tamil population and concerned about regional stability, sought to medi-
ate. This culminated in the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of July 1987, wherein India agreed to 
deploy the IPKF to oversee the disarmament of militant groups and enforce peace.

The unraveling of intentions

Upon their arrival, the IPKF troops were met with a reality starkly different from their 
expectations. The LTTE, initially perceived as a cooperative entity, resisted disarmament, 
viewing the IPKF as an occupying force rather than peacekeepers. This resistance swiftly 
escalated into open hostilities, plunging the IPKF into a conflict they were neither fully 
prepared for nor adequately equipped to handle.

Operation Pawan

In an attempt to neutralize the LTTE's stronghold in Jaffna, the IPKF launched Operation 
Pawan in October 1987. The operation aimed to capture key LTTE positions, including 
their headquarters at Jaffna University. However, the mission was fraught with chal-
lenges. The LTTE's guerrilla tactics, combined with their intimate knowledge of the 
local terrain, resulted in significant casualties for the IPKF. Notably, the ill-fated Jaffna 
University helidrop highlighted intelligence failures and the formidable resistance posed 
by the LTTE.

Strained relations 

The prolonged engagement of the IPKF led to strained relations on multiple fronts. The 
Sri Lankan government grew increasingly wary of India's involvement, perceiving it as an 
infringement on their sovereignty. Simultaneously, the Tamil population, whom the IPKF 
aimed to protect, became disillusioned due to instances of alleged human rights viola-
tions and collateral damage during military operations. The LTTE capitalised on these 
sentiments, further bolstering their ranks and resolve.

The withdrawal and its aftermath

By 1989, the geopolitical landscape had shifted. The assassination of Indian Prime Minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi in 1991, attributed to the LTTE, cast a long shadow over India's involve-
ment in Sri Lanka. Domestically, the IPKF mission faced criticism over its human and 
financial toll. Consequently, the decision was made to withdraw, and by March 1990, the 
last of the IPKF troops departed Sri Lankan soil.

The IPKF's mission in Sri Lanka serves as a poignant case study in international 
peacekeeping. It underscores the perils of intervention without a clear mandate, the 
challenges of navigating local dynamics, and the unforeseen consequences that can 
arise from even well-intentioned actions. The episode left an indelible mark on India-Sri 
Lanka relations and offers enduring lessons on the complexities of regional diplomacy 
and military intervention.

Sirimavo Bandaranaike, the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, and Lal Bahadur Shastri, the 
Prime Minister of India, sign the Sirimavo-Shastri pact on 30 October 1964. Picture source: 
Facebook post 16 August 2024/Sukumar Shan

India’s second Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri talks 
with Sirimavo Ratwatte Dias Bandaranaike, former Prime 
Minister of Ceylon and the world's first female Prime 
Minister, on her recent India visit, in New Delhi on June 6, 
1965. Picture source: Facebook post History of Congress/ 
History of Congress 

Nehru’s motive of softening the path for China to stand among neutral countries was not 
favourably viewed by some of the leaders who participated in the conference. The Prime 
Minister of Ceylon Sir John Kotelawala and Carlos. P. Romulo of the Philippines were main 
vocal opponents in China’s standing as a neutral country by virtue of Communist doctrine. 
Picture source: srilankaguardian.org



Obesity: A challenge we can overcome together

Niramay rajasthaN abhiyaN: a CompreheNsive 
approaCh to health aNd Well-beiNg iN rajasthaN

On the occasion of 
World Health Day, 
the Chief Minister 

of Rajasthan, Bhajan lal 
Sharma, launched a series 
of groundbreaking health 
initiatives aimed at trans-
forming the state’s health-
care system and improv-
ing the quality of life for its 
citizens. Among the most 
notable of these initiatives 
is the NIRAMAY RAJAS-
THAN ABHIYAN, which 
represents a comprehensive 
approach to tackling health 
challenges across the state. 
This campaign is designed 
to promote health, well-
ness, and the prevention of 
diseases, especially through 
innovative healthcare servic-
es, community outreach, and 
state-of-the-art technologies.

The Niramay Rajasthan 
Abhiyan, along with other 
concurrent campaigns such 
as Eat Right Rajasthan Ab-
hiyan, Mission Madhuhari, 
and Mission Liver Smile 
Abhiyan, is part of the Chief 
Minister’s vision to create a 
healthier, disease-free Ra-
jasthan. These campaigns, 
combined with develop-
ment initiatives and tech-
nological advancements in 
the healthcare sector, aim to 
provide accessible and qual-
ity healthcare services to ev-
ery resident, particularly in 
rural and underserved areas.

The Vision Behind Nira-
may Rajasthan Abhiyan

The primary objective of 
Niramay Rajasthan Abhi-
yan is to improve the over-
all health and well-being 
of the people of Rajasthan. 
It emphasizes preventative 
healthcare, community-
based health education, and 
promoting healthy lifestyles. 
The campaign aims to pro-
vide accessible, affordable, 
and efficient healthcare so-
lutions to the residents of 
Rajasthan, with a focus on 
maternal and child health, 
infectious diseases, and the 
growing burden of non-com-
municable diseases (NCDs).

The campaign also stresses 
the importance of the right to 
health as a fundamental right 
for every citizen, particularly 
in a state as large and diverse 

as Rajasthan. By focusing on 
key areas such as nutrition, 
sanitation, mental health, 
and disease prevention, Ni-
ramay Rajasthan seeks to 
reduce the health dispari-
ties between urban and rural 
populations and ensure that 
no one is left behind when it 
comes to access to healthcare 
services.

Key Components of 
niramay rajast-
han abhiyan
health Campaigns 
and initiatives
As part of the Niramay Raj-
asthan Abhiyan, the govern-
ment has launched several 
critical health campaigns 
aimed at improving health 
outcomes:

Eat Right Rajasthan Ab-
hiyan: This campaign aims 
to tackle the growing prob-
lem of poor dietary habits 
and malnutrition across the 
state. By promoting the con-
sumption of nutritious and 
locally sourced foods, the 
initiative strives to reduce 
the prevalence of non-com-
municable diseases such as 
diabetes, hypertension, and 
heart disease. The campaign 
also includes efforts to raise 
awareness about the im-
portance of balanced nutri-
tion, proper hydration, and 
healthy eating practices.

Mission Madhuhari: This 
initiative focuses on com-
bating malnutrition, par-
ticularly among women and 
children. It involves provid-
ing nutritional supplements, 
improving maternal health, 
and educating families about 
healthy eating habits. The 
goal is to reduce the inci-
dence of stunting, wasting, 
and anemia among children, 
which are major public 
health issues in the state.

Mission Liver Smile Abhi-
yan: With rising concerns 
over liver diseases, including 
hepatitis and cirrhosis, this 
mission focuses on raising 
awareness about liver health 
and prevention. It promotes 
early diagnosis, vaccination, 
and the provision of treat-
ment for individuals affected 
by liver diseases. Public edu-
cation campaigns are being 
carried out to encourage 
people to undergo regular 
checkups and screenings.

Chief Minister Ayushman 
Adarsh Gram Panchayat 
Yojana: This scheme aims 
to improve the healthcare 
infrastructure at the grass-
roots level, particularly in 
rural areas. The Yojana fo-
cuses on making every gram 
panchayat a model of health 
services by providing ad-
equate healthcare facilities, 
ensuring the availability of 
essential medicines, and en-
couraging healthy behaviors.

teChnologiCal 
advanCements and 
innovations
To enhance the effectiveness 
of the Niramay Rajasthan 
Abhiyan, the government 
has embraced technology 
as a key enabler. Several 
technological initiatives were 
launched during the event, 
which are expected to signifi-
cantly improve healthcare 
delivery across the state:

Mobile App for Ayushman 
Yojana (MAA): The Chief 
Minister also inaugurated 
a mobile application for the 
Ayushman Yojana, which al-
lows users to access health-
care services, register for 

the scheme, and track their 
health status. The app aims 
to streamline the process 
of healthcare access and 
improve service delivery in 
real-time.

AI-Based Integrated Moni-
toring System: This system 
will use artificial intelligence 
to monitor health parameters 
across the state. It will allow 
for better tracking of health 
outcomes, real-time surveil-
lance of disease outbreaks, 
and the efficient allocation of 
healthcare resources to areas 
in need.

Learning Management 
System: The launch of this 
system will help in training 
healthcare professionals 
across the state. By provid-
ing a platform for continu-
ous education, the system 
will enhance the skills of 
doctors, nurses, and other 
health workers, enabling 
them to deliver better care 
to the people of Rajasthan.

Breastfeeding Manage-
ment Units and Hemodi-
alysis Wards: As part of 
the campaign, 29 breast-
feeding management units 
(LMU) and hemodialysis 

wards will be set up in 50 
medical institutions across 
the state. These facilities will 
provide critical services to 
mothers and children, as 
well as those in need of di-
alysis, improving healthcare 
access and outcomes for vul-
nerable populations.

infrastruCtural 
development in 
healthCare
The Chief Minister also 
inaugurated development 
works worth Rs 26 crore, 
aimed at improving health-
care infrastructure across 
the state. Some of the key 
initiatives include:

National Emergency Life 
Support Skill Centre at Jodh-
pur Medical College: This 
center will focus on training 
healthcare professionals in 
emergency care and life-
saving techniques, ensuring 
that medical personnel are 
equipped to handle critical 
situations effectively.

Centre of Excellence for 
Medical Genetics at JK Lawn 
Hospital, Jaipur: This facility 
will specialize in genetic test-
ing and counseling, helping 

to diagnose and treat genetic 
disorders, which are becom-
ing increasingly relevant in 
the state’s population.

Girls Hostel at Mahila 
Chikitsalaya in Jaipur: This 
hostel will provide safe and 
affordable accommodation 
for female medical students 
and healthcare workers, en-
suring that more women can 
pursue careers in healthcare 
and contribute to improving 
the state’s health services.

Reproductive Medicine 
and Surgery Department: 
The launch of this depart-
ment will focus on improv-
ing access to fertility treat-
ments and reproductive 
health services, addressing 
issues such as infertility and 
providing specialized care 
for women’s reproductive 
health.

improved aCCess to 
health serviCes
One of the most significant 
announcements during the 
event was the flagging off 
of 22 Ram Raths (Mobile 
Medical Units) and 10 new 
ambulances (108). These 
mobile units will travel to 

remote and underserved 
areas, providing essential 
medical services such as di-
agnostic tests, vaccinations, 
and treatment for common 
ailments. The ambulances 
will ensure that emergency 
medical services are more 
readily available to people 
in need, especially in rural 
and difficult-to-reach areas.

This initiative is expected 
to drastically reduce the 
disparity in healthcare ac-
cess between urban and 
rural populations, ensur-
ing that healthcare services 
are available to everyone, 
regardless of their location.

reCognition of 
outstanding Con-
tributions
In recognition of the tireless 
efforts of those who have 
worked to make Rajasthan 
a healthier state, the Chief 
Minister honored individu-
als and organizations that 
have contributed signifi-
cantly to health initiatives. 
For instance, the State Tu-
berculosis Unit was recog-
nized for its excellent work 
in the TB Free Gram Pan-

chayat Campaign, which 
has been instrumental in 
reducing the incidence of 
tuberculosis in rural areas.

World health day 
2025 and the foCus 
on maternal and 
neWborn health
The timing of the launch co-
incides with World Health 
Day 2025, which focuses 
on maternal and newborn 
health. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) has 
chosen the theme “Healthy 
Beginnings, Hopeful Fu-
tures” to highlight the 
importance of improving 
healthcare services for 
mothers and newborns. 
This theme aligns perfectly 
with the goals of Niramay 
Rajasthan Abhiyan, which 
prioritizes the health of 
mothers and children 
through better prenatal 
care, nutrition, and access 
to medical services.

the road ahead: a 
healthier future 
for rajasthan
Niramay Rajasthan Abhi-
yan, along with its comple-
mentary health initiatives, 
represents a bold and com-
prehensive strategy for 
transforming the health-
care landscape of the state. 
Through technological in-
novations, infrastructural 
improvements, community 
engagement, and increased 
access to healthcare ser-
vices, Rajasthan is poised 
to become a leader in public 
health in India.

By focusing on preventive 
care, reducing health dis-
parities, and ensuring that 
every citizen has access to 
the resources they need to 
live a healthy life, the gov-
ernment of Rajasthan is 
laying the foundation for 
a healthier and more pros-
perous future. The success 
of this campaign will de-
pend not only on govern-
ment initiatives but also on 
the active participation of 
the community, healthcare 
professionals, and the pri-
vate sector. Together, they 
can create a future where 
the people of Rajasthan 
enjoy the benefits of good 
health and well-being for 
generations to come.

Along with the World 
Health Organization, many 
people and institutions as-
sociated with health ser-
vices in India also conduct 
surveys of different diseases 
from time to time. Recently, 
health experts from all over 
the world have expressed 
concern over obesity. Ac-
cording to a census con-
ducted in India, more than 
40 percent of the popula-
tion has been found to be 
equipped with symptoms 
of obesity. In this too, the 
number of women is more 
than that of men. Obesity is 
found more in cities than in 
villages.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has presented the 

world with the best gift of 
good health through Yoga 
Day in the form of Interna-
tional Yoga Day. Recently, 
through the program ‘Mann 
Ki Baat’, he had expressed 
serious views on the health 
of Indians.

While thinking about 
the problem of obesity, 
many pictures of child-
hood started emerging in 
my mind. We used to go 
on foot to study in schools 
located at long distances, 
and when we grew up, we 
cycled a lot. The body was 
always ready to work hard 
through games like hide 
and seek, kho-kho, lame 
leg, gulli danda, kabaddi, 
etc. Our house was three 
stories high. We had to go 
to the third floor terrace 
several times every day to 
lift the bed. We did not even 
know about lifts, cars and 
buses. In schools, we used 
to get punishment for any 
mistake, and that too was a 
good exercise for the body, 
like becoming a rooster, 
sitting and walking on our 
knees, standing with one leg 
and hand raised, etc.

Irregularity in eating hab-
its is the main reason behind 
obesity. Consumption of all 

the food items made from 
refined flour like biscuits, 
bread, chow Mein, samo-
sas, kachoris, bhatura, etc. 
works to stop the process of 
excretion of stool from the 

body. Refined flour should be 
considered as the cement of 
the digestive tract. The sec-
ond main reason for obesity 
is eating cooked food items 
with oil and chillies, etc. in-

stead of consuming them in 
their natural state. Modern 
cooking techniques make 
natural things acidic. Acid is 
called acid in English. Gas is 
formed from acid, digestion 
process gets hindered, bur-
den on liver increases and 
as a result of all this, obesity 
starts increasing. After this, 
things packed for a long pe-
riod also cause burden on the 
liver and obesity. To preserve 
food items for a long period, 
many types of chemicals are 
added in the name of pres-
ervation.

On the global level, hun-
ger was a big problem a few 
decades ago. All the govern-
ments of the world together 
almost ended the era of 
hunger, but now obesity is 
becoming a big problem. 
It would have been good if 
natural production was in-
creased to end hunger, but 
the invention of things like 
flour and oil has started in-
creasing obesity by reducing 
hunger. About 80 percent 
of obese people suffer from 
diseases and the remaining 
20 percent people are in the 
process of becoming inter-
nally ill. This makes it clear 
that obesity is completely the 
cause of diseases.

People who study physics 
know that calories mean en-
ergy. On one hand, we need 
nutrients from food and on 
the other hand, we need en-
ergy. Nutrients are present in 
our body like a bank, which 
are used by the body when 
needed. Whereas energy 
should be spent immediate-
ly. The energy which we are 
unable to spend becomes the 
cause of obesity in the body. 
Before every plate served, 
every person should think 
about how much digestive 
elements and how much 
energy is there in the food 
kept in front of him. Mod-
ern methods of cooking in 
which oil and chilly etc. are 
used, kill the nutrients. As 
a result, we eat only energy-
producing food. After this 
food, the next question is 
that how much energy do 
we spend in the modern era 
through our physical activi-
ties and exercise etc. My sug-
gestion is that regular time 
should be fixed for yoga ac-
tivities in all government and 
non-government schools 
and colleges. Even at home, 
children should be engaged 
in as many works as possible. 
Whereas it is seen that chil-
dren ask their parents or ser-

vants to bring water for them 
while sitting at their place. If 
the habit of physical labour is 
not inculcated in childhood, 
then youth and old age will 
not be able to withstand any 
disease.

Therefore, the modern 
world, while paying atten-
tion to its health, should 
first attack obesity or the 
possibility of obesity. If you 
are obese, you should im-
mediately start this attack. If 
you are not obese, then due 
to modern food, if not your 
entire body, obesity must 
be increasing on your liver, 
which you may not be aware 
of right now. Therefore, thin 
people should also immedi-
ately improve their food.

All families, educational 
institutions and all govern-
ments should keep in mind 
that if the citizens of the 
country are healthy, then a 
huge budget spent on dis-
eases will be saved. Apart 
from this, only healthy citi-
zens can cooperate well in 
the country’s work and in-
crease the national income. 
Only with healthy citizens 
can the country’s economy 
move towards development, 
in which diseases and espe-
cially obesity are a big ob-

stacle.
The key takeaway from this 

discussion is the importance 
of consuming nutrient-rich 
foods such as fruits, salads, 
and steamed vegetables. 
We should avoid foods that 
promote acid formation, 
particularly by eliminating 
oils and chilies from our diet. 
Engaging in daily physical 
activities, like walking 5-6 ki-
lometers, cycling, and prac-
ticing yoga or pranayama, is 
essential to burn the energy 
from food and help reduce 
existing obesity.

Living with stress is also a 
major contributor to obesity 
and various other health is-
sues. Stress disrupts brain 
function, preventing the 
production of digestive 
juices necessary for food 
breakdown. As a result, 
undigested food accumu-
lates in the body, leading to 
weight gain and even diabe-
tes, sometimes even without 
noticeable obesity. Managing 
stress and maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle can greatly 
aid in preventing these con-
ditions. The author is a for-
mer MP.

Avinash Rai Khanna is former 
MP.

avinash rai Khanna 
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n the evolving 
world of Ameri-
can national se-

curity, tech billion-
aires like Elon Musk and 
Jeff Bezos are no longer 
just outside innovators—
they’re becoming central 
players. Under Donald 
Trump’s administration, 
their roles have expanded 
beyond their traditional in-
dustries, placing them in a 
position of unprecedented 
influence over intelligence 
and defense operations.

Rocket Ambitions 
In January, just before 

Donald Trump’s sec-
ond inauguration, Jeff 
Bezos’s space company, 
Blue Origin, launched its 
New Glenn rocket from 
Florida’s Cape Canaveral. 
Though the booster failed 
to return safely, the rocket’s 
successful orbit signified a 
major leap in Blue Origin’s 
rivalry with SpaceX, Elon 
Musk’s aerospace firm.

Both Blue Origin and 
SpaceX are competing to 
secure contracts to launch 
spy satellites—an area once 
dominated by a handful of 
traditional defense con-
tractors. With Trump back 
in office, these companies 
are poised to become key 
players in US espionage 
infrastructure, effectively 
tying America’s intelli-
gence capabilities to two 
of its most powerful tech 
moguls.

This shift marks a depar-
ture from decades of prec-
edent. Historically, US in-
telligence was managed by 
career officials and a select 
group of contractors like 
Lockheed Martin, Ray-
theon Technologies (RTX), 
and Northrop Grumman. 
Today, however, billion-
aires aligned with Trump 
are rapidly reshaping the 
cosystem, drawing con-
cern about undue influ-

ence, favoritism, and the 
creation of a new oligarchy 
in the defense sector.

the tRump  
connection

Both Musk and Bezos 
have cultivated close ties 
with Donald Trump. Their 
relationships with the for-
mer president have opened 
doors in Washington that 
were previously sealed 
to outsiders, especially in 
the closely guarded intel-
ligence community. In 
turn, their companies have 
reaped significant govern-
ment contracts.

Bezos, who once feuded 
with Trump over reporting 
in the Washington Post, 
has now repositioned him-
self as a supporter. Since 
the 2024 election, he has 
not only praised Trump 
but also donated gener-
ously to his campaigns. Si-
multaneously, he’s pushed 
to reshape the Post’s edito-
rial stance toward a pro-
business, libertarian ethos.

This strategic alignment 
has helped Amazon Web 
Services (AWS), a Bezos-
led initiative, expand its 

foothold in national secu-
rity. AWS secured a $600 
million contract to manage 
the CIA’s classified cloud in 
2013, and under Trump, it 
landed a $10 billion deal to 
run the NSA’s cloud infra-
structure under the “Wild 
and Stormy” program.

Musk, on the other hand, 
never shied away from 
his Trump affiliation. His 
firm SpaceX has become 
a primary rocket launch 
provider for US spy satel-
lites, gradually overtak-
ing legacy contractors like 
United Launch Alliance, 
a joint venture between 
Boeing and Lockheed. His 
satellite communication 
network, Starlink, is also 
being used to support US 
interests overseas—most 
notably in Ukraine, where 
it powers a critical commu-
nications network for the 
Ukrainian military.

Starlink’s role in Ukraine 
places Musk at the inter-
section of defense policy 
and private enterprise. 
That intersection became 
even more significant 
when Musk received a 
private Pentagon briefing 

in March, followed by a 
visit to CIA headquarters. 
These meetings only inten-
sified questions about his 
dual role as both a de-
fense contractor and 
a national security 
influencer.

A new oli-
gARchy

The rise of 
Musk, Bezos, 
a n d  o t h e r 
S i l i c o n  Va l -
ley figures isn’t 
just about tech in-
novation—it’s about 
reshaping the defense-
industrial complex. This 
group includes Peter Thiel, 
co-founder of Palantir, 
and Palmer Luckey, the 
32-year-old founder of 
Anduril. These pro-Trump 
billionaires are banding 
together to create a new 
defense consortium aimed 
at disrupting traditional 
military contracting.

Palantir, which was sup-
ported early on by the 
CIA’s investment arm In-
Q-Tel, has long worked 
with intelligence agencies. 
Under Trump, the firm is 

poised to expand further, 
leveraging its expertise in 
data analytics and artifi-
cial intelligence to become 
a major AI supplier to the 
Pentagon and the intelli-
gence community.

Anduril, meanwhile, is 
pushing the boundaries 
of battlefield technology. 
Founded by Luckey, who 
previously developed 
Oculus VR and sold it to 
Facebook, Anduril now 
builds advanced surveil-
lance systems and defense 
tools. The company has 
contracts to create virtual 
reality headsets for the 
US Army and counter-
drone systems for the Ma-
rine Corps. With a clear 
ideological alignment to 
Trump, Luckey has de-
scribed his mission blunt-
ly: “The US doesn’t need 
to be the world’s 

po-

lice—it 
needs to be the world’s gun 
store.”

Together, these tech 
firms are arguing that 
they represent a smarter, 
more agile alternative to 
the old guard of defense 
contractors. They claim 
the traditional system has 
grown stagnant, and that 
their presence introduces 
competition, innovation, 
and cost-efficiency.

But critics argue this nar-
rative is self-serving. They 
say the rise of these billion-

aires is less about reform-
ing the system and more 
about consolidating wealth 
and influence in a new set 
of hands. Greg Treverton, 
a former director of the Na-
tional Intelligence Council, 
remarked that what began 
as a movement to challenge 
the status quo has now be-
come a scramble for mon-
ey and connections.

Risky oveRsight
The critics’ main concern 

isn’t just about who’s get-
ting contracts—it’s about 
whether these tech bil-
lionaires understand the 
responsibilities that come 
with national security. Pe-
ter Singer, a defense ana-
lyst at the New America 
Foundation, warns of the 
“instant expert” phe-
nomenon. “They act like 
watching a YouTube video 
is enough to become a de-
fense strategist,” he says. 
The implication is that 
Silicon Valley’s fast-paced, 
trial-and-error approach 

may be dangerous when 
applied to national se-
curity, where missteps 
can have catastrophic 
consequences.
There’s also a growing 

concern about oversight. 
Trump’s administration 
has repeatedly weakened 
institutional checks and 
balances—firing inspec-
tors general, sidelining 
federal career officials, 
and appointing loyalists to 
key positions. Within this 
environment, denying 
contracts or regulating be-
havior becomes politically 
risky for civil servants.

This has created a climate 
where private contractors 
may feel emboldened to 
pursue profits without ac-
countability, especially if 
they enjoy the president’s 
favor. When the same 
people who hold lucrative 
government contracts also 

influence defense policy 
directly, it erodes the fire-
wall between public inter-
est and private gain.

cloud wARs 
The digital transforma-

tion of the intelligence 
community has added an-
other layer of complexity 

to this issue. Today, control 
over cloud computing and 
data analytics is nearly as 
important as control over 
hardware like satellites 
and drones.

This is where Amazon 
and Palantir hold mas-
sive sway. AWS already 
runs critical classified sys-
tems for both the CIA and 
NSA. Palantir, known for 
building advanced data 
analysis platforms, has 
embedded itself deeply in 
US intelligence infrastruc-
ture. These firms manage 
sensitive information that 
powers everything from 
surveillance to battlefield 
logistics.

Such reliance on a hand-
ful of private tech compa-
nies makes the intelligence 
apparatus vulnerable to 
external pressures. If po-
litical loyalties or personal 
interests influence how 
these companies operate, 
the integrity of national 
security decision-making 
could be compromised.

Meanwhile, Google—
which once publicly 
vowed not to support AI 
development for military 
use—recently reversed 
that pledge. This shift in-
dicates that even firms pre-
viously hesitant to engage 
with the defense sector are 
now eager to get a piece of 
the action, especially as 

political tides turn in their 
favor.

pRivAte poweR
Silicon Valley has al-

ways had deep ties to the 
military-industrial com-
plex. During the Cold War, 
the region’s growth was 
closely linked to Penta-

gon-funded research and 
defense manufacturing. 
What’s new today is the 
scale of influence that in-
dividual tech billionaires 
can exert—and the speed 
at which they are consoli-
dating power.

Under Trump, the rela-
tionship between govern-
ment and Silicon Valley 
has tilted decisively to-
ward the latter. By align-
ing with the president, 
billionaires like Musk, 
Bezos, Thiel, and Luckey 
have bypassed traditional 
gatekeepers and inserted 
themselves directly into 
national security opera-
tions.

For some, this is a wel-
come disruption. They 
believe the old model 
was inefficient and out 
of touch. For others, it’s a 
dangerous centralization 
of power that undermines 
democratic accountability 
and places too much trust 
in individuals driven by 
profit, ego, and ideology.

The stakes couldn’t be 
higher. As technology 
continues to shape war-
fare, surveillance, and di-
plomacy, the question is 
no longer whether Silicon 
Valley will influence na-
tional security—it’s wheth-
er anyone will be able to 
stop them from owning it.
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How billionaire power surge reshaping US national security

how trump tariffs causing mayhem globally

he world woke 
up to a financial 
nightmare on 

Monday as global 
markets, led by Asia, suf-
fered a dramatic crash in 
response to a fresh wave 
of US tariffs announced by 
President Donald Trump. 
With fears mounting of 
a repeat of the infamous 
1987 Black Monday, inves-
tors are scrambling to as-
sess the fallout from what 
some are calling “Black 
Monday 2.0.”

AsiAn mARkets 
plunge

Asian markets bore the 

brunt of the initial shock. 
As trading began on Mon-
day, panic gripped inves-
tors after Trump’s April 
2 tariff declaration took 
effect. The response was 
swift and brutal.

Japan’s Nikkei 225 in-
dex plummeted over 8% 
early in the session, while 
the broader Topix index 
tumbled more than 7.5%. 
Major financial institu-
tions—Mitsubishi UFJ, 
Mizuho, and Sumitomo 
Mitsui—each lost over 12% 
of their value. Auto giants 
Honda and Nissan weren’t 
spared either, experiencing 
sharp losses.

In South Korea, the Kospi 
dropped 4.4%, triggering 
a circuit breaker that tem-
porarily halted trading. 
Taiwan’s Taiex fell close 
to 10%, with tech heavy-
weights like TSMC and 
Foxconn hitting their daily 
lower limits.

China’s markets were 
also rattled. The Shanghai 
Composite dropped 6.7% 
after opening 4.5% lower, 
while the CSI300 fell 7.5%. 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
index opened over 9% 
lower, compounding fears 
of regional contagion.

In Australia, the ASX 
200 plunged more than 
6%, wiping out over $160 
billion in market value. 
New Zealand’s NZX 50 
index slid 3.5%. The sell-

ing was indiscriminate, 

cutting across sectors and 
geographies.

India’s NSE Nifty50 
collapsed by over 1,000 
points, and the BSE Sensex 
tumbled nearly 4,000 
points in early trade, un-
derlining the broad-based 
nature of the panic.

Adding to the anxiety, 
US stock futures also cra-
tered. Futures for the S&P 
500 were down 4.2%, the 
Dow Jones fell 3.5%, and 
the tech-heavy Nasdaq 
dropped 5.3%.

tRump digs in
Despite the market car-

nage, President Trump 
remained unapologetic. 
On his Truth Social ac-
count, he referred to the 
situation as an “economic 
revolution,” urging Ameri-

cans to “hang tough.”
Labeling the tariffs “a 

beautiful thing,” Trump 
insisted the market pain 
was necessary “medicine” 
to correct longstanding 
trade imbalances. “Some-
times you have to take 
medicine to cure some-
thing,” he said.

The new tariff regime 
came into force on April 5, 
starting with a 10% levy on 
a wide range of imported 
goods. Even steeper tariffs, 
ranging from 11% to 50%, 
are scheduled to take effect 
on April 9.

Trump also took aim at 
his political rival, President 
Joe Biden, blaming him for 
previous trade deficits. He 
promised his aggressive 
trade actions would correct 
those imbalances swiftly.

However, business lead-
ers and economists are 
sounding alarms. Many 
warn that sudden, unilat-
eral policy shifts like these 
could disrupt global sup-
ply chains, trigger retalia-
tory measures, slow eco-
nomic growth, and shatter 
investor confidence.

echoes of 1987
The current turmoil is 

drawing comparisons to 
Black Monday, October 
19, 1987—the worst single-
day percentage loss in US 
stock market history. On 
that day, the Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average plunged 
22.6%, setting off a chain 
reaction that rippled across 
the globe.

London’s FTSE 100 
dropped 25% that week. Ja-
pan’s Nikkei fell over 13%. 
Markets from Frankfurt to 
Sydney were hit hard. The 
crash revealed just how 
interconnected the global 
financial system had be-
come.

Economist-turned-trader 
Thomas Thrall, then at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 

Chicago, recalled the cha-
os. “It was very scary,” he 
said. “Folks began to real-
ize the interconnectedness 
of the markets worldwide.”

The crisis was ultimately 
contained through decisive 
action by central banks, 
especially the US Federal 
Reserve, which moved 
swiftly to stabilize the fi-
nancial system and reas-
sure investors.

is this A RepeAt?
So, is 2025 witnessing a 

sequel to Black Monday?
While the causes are dif-

ferent, the symptoms are 
familiar. A policy shock—
Trump’s tariffs—has trig-
gered a wave of panic sell-
ing. Circuit breakers have 
been hit. Global contagion 
is in motion.

Experts around the 
world had recently warned 
of this possibility. It was 
said that the markets may 
crash in the 1987-style if 
Trump failed to engage 
diplomatically with trad-
ing partners. 

That said, some key dif-
ferences exist. The 1987 
crash was largely driven 
by algorithmic trading and 
market mechanics like pro-
gram selling and valuation 
bubbles. This time, the tur-
moil is politically induced, 
stemming from deliberate 
trade policy.

Another crucial distinc-
tion is the role of central 
banks. In 1987, the Fed 
acted swiftly and decisive-
ly. As of now, no major cen-
tral bank has announced 
concrete steps to stabilize 
markets. Without similar 
interventions, volatility 
may persist.

If global retaliation inten-
sifies and Trump’s admin-
istration continues on its 
current path, the market 
shock could worsen. Even 
if this isn’t an exact replica 
of 1987, the scale of poten-
tial damage may be just as 
severe.

investoR  
sentiment 

Investor mood has shift-
ed dramatically. Equities 
are being dumped as funds 
flow toward traditional 
safe havens—gold, the 
US dollar, and Treasury 
bonds.

Gold has seen a surge 
in demand. Yields on US 
Treasuries have dropped, 
a sign of a flight to safety. 
Meanwhile, the dollar has 
strengthened as investors 
pull back from risk assets 
globally.

 
      =TDG NETWORK
Analysts now expect 

downward revisions in 
corporate earnings fore-
casts, especially for sectors 
heavily reliant on global 
trade, such as technology 
and manufacturing.

Goldman Sachs issued a 
stark warning: companies 
with high debt levels may 
face liquidity problems as 
credit conditions tighten 
and revenue projections 
fall. This could create a 
domino effect in both eq-
uity and bond markets.

whAt lies AheAd?
Much now depends on 

two uncertain variables: 
how global markets react 
over the coming days, and 
whether Trump chooses to 
recalibrate his tariff strat-

egy.
In the absence of policy 

shifts or central bank inter-
vention, volatility is likely 
to persist. With billions 
in value already wiped off 
world markets, caution is 
the new mantra.

Fund managers are re-
positioning. Many are 
reducing risk exposure, 
while others are aggres-
sively hedging portfolios 
in anticipation of more 
turbulence.

Some analysts believe the 
worst may still lie ahead. If 
the situation escalates into 
a full-blown trade war, 
long-term economic dam-
age could be significant—
impacting jobs, corporate 
profits, and global growth.

in A nutshell
Whether we are experi-

encing Black Monday 2.0 
in full form remains to be 
seen. But the parallels are 
undeniable: a sharp policy-
induced shock, mass sell-
offs, halted trading, and 
investor panic on a global 
scale.

History may not re-
peat itself exactly, but as 
the saying goes, it often 
rhymes. The current mar-
ket chaos—set in motion 
by Trump’s aggressive 
tariff strategy—could be a 
defining moment for global 
finance in 2025.

With central banks still 
silent and no signs of a po-
litical reversal, investors 
and governments are nav-
igating uncharted waters. 
One thing is clear: the road 
ahead will be volatile, and 
the shadow of 1987 looms 
large once again.
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Despite 
the severe 
market 
downturn, 
President 
Trump 
remained 
steadfast in 
his position 
on tariffs 
across 
globe.

The turmoil in the stock markets quickly drew 
comparisons to Black Monday, October 19, 1987, 
when the Dow Jones Industrial Average plunged 

by 22.6% in a single day, triggering a global 
financial crisis.  

In the wake of the crash, markets across Europe 
and Asia also suffered steep losses.

Elon Musk and Donald Trump shake hands at an NCAA wrestling championship in Philadelphia 
last month. File Photo
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Kevin Hassett, Director of 
the White House Economic 
Council, defended the im-
pact of President Donald 
Trump’s tariffs on Sunday 
(local time) and said that 
while many countries are 
upset and retaliating, the 
tariffs have led to over 50 
countries reaching out to 
the US to begin new trade 
negotiations.

Hassett made the remarks 
during an appearance on 
ABC News’ “This Week” 
with George Stephanopou-
los.

“So, the fact is, the coun-
tries are angry and retaliat-
ing and, by the way, I got a 
report from the [US Trade 
Representative] last night 
that more than 50 coun-
tries have reached out to the 
president to begin a negotia-
tion. But they are doing that 
because they understand 
that they bear a lot of the 
tariff. And so, I don’t think 
that you are going to see a 
big effect on the consumer 

in the US because I do think 
that the reason why we 
have a persistent, long-run 
trade deficit is because these 
people have a very inelastic 
supply. They have been 
dumping goods into the 
country in order to create 
jobs, say, in China,” Hassett 
told ABC News. On April 2, 
Trump announced a wide-
spread imposition of tariffs 
on countries worldwide. In 
February, soon after taking 
charge for the second time, 
Trump outlined a new trade 

policy focused on fairness 
and reciprocity and said 
that the US would imple-
ment reciprocal tariffs, 
charging other countries the 
same tariffs they impose on 
American goods.

Trump emphasised that 
tariffs would address un-
fair trade practices, includ-
ing non-monetary barriers, 
subsidies, and VAT systems, 
while encouraging foreign 
countries to either reduce 
or eliminate tariffs against 
the US.

Over 50 nations seeking 
new trade deals: US

Starmer, european leaderS call uS 
tariffS ‘new era for global economy’

Following US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s 
reciprocal tariff move, 

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer engaged in discus-
sions with key international 
leaders, including European 
Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen, and 
German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz, with all the lead-
ers saying that this marks 
a “new era for the global 
economy.”

In a statement released 
on Sunday, Downing Street 
stated, “The Prime Minis-
ter has today continued to 
speak with international 
leaders including the Presi-
dent of the European Com-
mission Ursula von der 
Leyen, German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz and leader 
of the German Christian 

Democratic Union party 
Friedrich Merz.”

“Discussing the an-
nouncement of additional 
tariffs by the United States, 
they all agreed that - as with 
defence and security - this 
is a new era for the global 

economy. Europe must 
rise to meet the moment 
and ensure the impact on 
hard-working people is 
minimised, while working 
closely with other countries 
to help maintain wider eco-
nomic stability,” the state-

ment added.
Starmer also expressed 

disappointment over the 
new tariffs but emphasised 
that the UK would continue 
to act in its “national inter-
est,” working to strengthen 
its economy and global 

trade relationships.
The Downing Street fur-

ther said, “The UK PM re-
iterated that he was disap-
pointed by the new tariffs 
and stressed he will con-
tinue to act in the UK’s na-
tional interest -- remaining 
calm while preparing for all 
eventualities. He updated 
on his plans to go further 
and faster to strengthen the 
UK’s economy and ensure it 
is as resilient as possible and 
can withstand these kinds 
of global shocks. He added 
that it would be important 
for the UK to strengthen its 
trading relationships with 
others across the globe at 
the same time.”

Meanwhile, in a post on 
X, Ursula von der Leyen 
wrote, “Just spoke with @
Keir_Starmer and shared 
my concern over the im-
pact of the US tariffs on the 
global economy.

AGENCIES
London

Starmer, European leaders expressed concern over US tariffs, calling it a “new 
era” for the global economy, stressing the need for economic resilience.
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Washington 

TARIFFS AND THE WORLD

n Countries affected: China, 
EU, Vietnam, Taiwan, Ja-
pan, India, UK, Bangla-
desh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Israel.

n Starmer stresses UK’s 
national interest and eco-
nomic resilience.

n Ursula von der Leyen ex-
presses concern about 
tariff impact.

n Trump’s policy focuses on 
fairness and reciprocity.

Israel fortifies Gaza foothold with new defences

The United Nations hu-
man rights specialists have 
called on Pakistan to refrain 
from expelling or deporting 
Afghans, pointing out that 
reports indicate the dead-
line for their voluntary de-
parture may be extended to 
April 10, Dawn reported.

The government has yet to 
announce an extension for 
the deadline. In a statement 
issued from Geneva, eleven 
independent human rights 
specialists appointed by the 
UN Human Rights Council 
urged the Pakistani govern-
ment to maintain its signifi-
cant role as a neighboring 
nation that has historically 
hosted Afghans fleeing their 
homeland.

“Considering the worsen-
ing human rights conditions 
in Afghanistan, sustainable 
solutions are essential for 
Afghans outside their coun-
try, with substantial backing 
from the wider internation-
al community,” the experts 

stated.
“Millions of Afghans in 

Pakistan face the risk of be-
ing forcibly returned to Af-
ghanistan, without consid-
eration for their legitimate 
protection needs, such as 
gender-based violence and 
the systematic erosion of 
the rights of women and 
girls, which violates inter-
national human rights and 
refugee law, and neglecting 
the non-return advisory 
from UNHCR,” the experts 
remarked, reported Dawn.

The experts called on 
Pakistan to “immediately 
cease mass internal reloca-
tions, deportations, arrests, 

evictions, intimidation, and 
other pressures on Afghans 
to move back into Afghani-
stan, and to adhere to the 
absolute and non-negotiable 
principle of non-refoule-
ment.”

They voiced particular 
concern about the gendered 
and intersectional rami-
fications. The UN experts 
have consistently criticized 
Pakistan’s Illegal Foreigners 
Repatriation Plan from Sep-
tember 2023, which has al-
ready compelled hundreds 
of thousands of Afghans 
to leave their homes and 
return to Afghanistan, ac-
cording to Dawn.

The European Union said on 
Monday it would start col-
lecting retaliatory duties on 
some imported U.S. goods 
next week, as EU trade min-
isters agreed they preferred 
negotiations to remove tariffs 
imposed by President Don-
ald Trump over retaliation.

The 27-nation bloc faces 
25% import tariffs on steel 
and aluminium and cars 
and “reciprocal” tariffs of 
20% from Wednesday for 
almost all other goods under 
Trump’s policy to hit coun-
tries he says impose high 
barriers to U.S. imports.

Ministers overseeing trade 
met in Luxembourg on 

Monday to debate the EU’s 
response, as well as dis-
cuss relations with China. 
Many said the priority was 
to launch negotiations and 
avert an outright trade war.

“We need to remain calm 
and respond in a way that 
de-escalates. The stock mar-
kets right now show what 
will happen if we escalate 
straightaway. But we will 
be prepared to take coun-
termeasures if needed to 
get the Americans at the 
table,” Dutch Trade Minister 

Reinette Klever told report-
ers. European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen told a press confer-
ence in Brussels that the EU 
stood ready to negotiate a 
“zero-for-zero” tariff pact for 
industrial goods.

“Sooner or later, we will sit 
at the negotiation table with 
the U.S. and find a mutually 
acceptable compromise,” 
EU Trade Commissioner 
Maros Sefcovic told a news 
conference. He also said the 
EU would start would start 
collecting a first tranche of 
targeted retaliatory duties 
on U.S. imports from April 
15 and a second wave from 
May 15, in reaction to the U.S. 
tariffs on European steel and 
aluminium.

Bangladesh Chief Adviser 
Professor Muhammad Yu-
nus has addressed a letter 
to US President Donald 
J Trump requesting him 
to postpone the applica-
tion of US reciprocal tariff 
measures on Bangladesh 
for three months to allow 
the interim government 
to smoothly implement its 
initiative to substantially 
increase US exports to Ban-
gladesh, the Chief Adviser’s 
Press Wing said in a state-
ment on Monday.

“We are the first country 
to take such a pro-active 
initiative,” he said in his let-
ter, citing the visit of High 
Representative Dr Khalilur 
Rahman to Washington DC 
in February. Ever since, the 

two sides have been working 
closely to identify specific ac-
tions, the statement said.

Bangladesh is also the first 
country to enter into a multi-
year agreement to import liq-
uefied natural gas from the 
US, it added. The centrepiece 
of Bangladesh’s actions is to 
significantly increase im-
ports of US agricultural 
products such as cotton, 
wheat, corn and soybean 

which will offer benefits to 
US farmers, the statement 
said.

Bangladesh has the lowest 
tariff on most US exports in 
the South Asian region. The 
Chief Adviser indicated fur-
ther tariff cuts on US prod-
ucts are being fashioned, 
including top US export 
items such as gas turbines, 

semiconductors and medi-
cal equipment.

Bangladesh will build 
dedicated duty-free bonded 
warehouses for cotton to im-
prove speed to market.

“We are eliminating cer-
tain testing requirements, 
rationalising packaging, la-
belling and certification re-
quirements and undertaking 
trade facilitation measures 
such as simplifying customs 
procedures and standards,” 
the Chief Adviser added.

“Bangladesh will take all 
necessary actions to fully 
support your trade agenda,” 
Professor Yunus assured 
President Trump. A separate 
letter detailing the actions 
by Bangladesh will be sent 
by the Commerce Adviser 
to the US Trade Representa-
tive soon, the statement said.

Pope Francis appeared for 
the first time in public since 
his return to the Vatican on 
Sunday. It is the first time 
that Pope Francis has been 
seen in public since being 
discharged from the hos-
pital two weeks ago, CNN 
reported.

The 88-year-old pontiff 
greeted people at the Vati-
can and appeared to be in 

good spirits. He was seated 
in a wheelchair and ap-
peared to be wearing what 
appeared to be a nasal can-
nula to aid his breathing.

The pope was in the hospi-
tal for five weeks in Febru-
ary and March due to pneu-
monia. He came close to his 
death during the illness, ac-
cording to his medical team.

He seemed in better 
health than he had been 
seen in public, which was 

two weeks shortly before 
he was discharged from 
Gemelli Hospital in Rome. 
At that time, he struggled 

to speak and raise his arms. 
However, he managed to 
wave to people and gave a 
thumbs up from a balcony.

During his public ap-

pearance on Sunday, Pope 
Francis seemed to move his 
arms more easily. His voice 
appeared weak but stronger 
than what it was two weeks 
back, as per CNN report.

On February 14, the pon-
tiff was admitted to Gemelli 
Hospital, initially suffering 
from a severe respiratory 
infection. 

Subsequently, he was 
diagnosed with a polymi-
crobial infection, which 

evolved to pneumonia in 
both lungs.

He was discharged from 
the hospital on March 23 
and was expected to re-
cover at his residence in the 
Vatican, Casa Santa Marta. 
At the time, Pope Francis’ 
doctors, while addressing a 
news conference, said that 
he would need to recuper-
ate for at least two months 
to allow his body time to 
fully heal, CNN reported.

UN human rights experts urge 
Pakistan to halt Afghan deportations 

EU will start collecting 
duties in one week

Yunus urges US to put off tariffs on B’desh

Pope makes first public appearance post leaving hospital

Israeli troops could be seen 
clearing ground and build-
ing watch towers on Mon-
day in parts of Gaza they 
Israeli forces have been ob-
served consolidating their 
control over Gaza by clear-
ing ground and construct-
ing defensive positions, 
including watch towers, in 
recently seized areas of the 
enclave. This latest devel-
opment comes amid a re-
newed offensive that began 
on March 18, during which 
the Israeli military has is-
sued repeated evacuation 
orders to hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians across 
southern, central, and 
northern Gaza. According 
to United Nations humani-
tarian agency OCHA, these 
operations have either cap-
tured or depopulated ap-
proximately two-thirds of 
Gaza, reducing the already 
limited space available to its 
residents.

In the eastern suburb of 
Shejaia, local witness Za-
kia Sami, a 60-year-old 

mother of six from Gaza 
City, described how tanks 
were seen occupying key 
high ground positions. 
“They have taken over the 
Al-Muntar hilltop where 
we used to go to play with 
our kids. Now they are sta-
tioned there, and they can 
hit any house they want 
inside Shejaia,” she told 
Reuters via a chat app as 
she fled her home. Her ac-
count highlights the grow-
ing sense of vulnerability 
among Palestinians, who 
are witnessing their famil-
iar neighborhoods being 
overtaken by military as-

sets.
The impact on civilians 

has been severe, with re-
peated evacuation warn-
ings forcing residents into 
increasingly confined 
spaces near the Mediterra-
nean coast. In Rafah alone, 
the International Rescue 
Committee reported that 
140,000 people have been 
displaced in just the past two 
weeks. With the total area 
under Israeli control or des-
ignated for evacuation now 
covering 65% of the Gaza 
Strip, everyday life for Pal-
estinians has become one of 
constant displacement and 

uncertainty.
The situation has also tak-

en a toll on journalists cover-
ing the conflict. On Monday, 
an Israeli air strike target-
ing a media tent within the 
Nasser Hospital compound 
in Khan Younis resulted in 
the death of a Palestinian 
journalist and left nine oth-
ers wounded, some criti-
cally. The military claimed 
it had struck Hassan Aslih, 
a Gaza-based reporter with a 
large social media following, 
describing him as a Hamas 
militant operating under the 
guise of a journalist. Medics 
confirmed that Aslih was in 
critical condition, further in-
tensifying concerns over the 
safety of media personnel in 
the conflict zone. Israeli au-
thorities have announced 
plans to establish a “security 
zone” around the perimeter 
of the Gaza Strip. However, 
they have yet to clarify their 
long-term objectives for the 
captured territories. Pales-
tinian residents fear that 
these measures signal an 
intention to permanently 
occupy the seized land. 
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UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer

Hassett made the remarks during 
an appearance on ABC News’ “This 
Week” with George Stephanopoulos.

The 88-year-old 
pontiff greeted 
people at the Vatican 
and appeared to be 
in good spirits.

“We need to 
remain calm and 
respond in a way 
that de-escalates.

“We are the first 
country to take such a 
pro-active initiative,” 
he said in his letter, 
citing the visit of High 
Representative Dr 
Khalilur Rahman 
to Washington DC 
in February.

Bangladesh Chief Adviser 
Professor Muhammad Yunus

Representative Image
Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli strike on a house, in 
Deir Al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip April 7, 2025. Agency

Pak: Farmers 
to launch 
nationwide 
protest

Japan: 3 die in 
helicopter crash

Farmers in Pakistan have 
decided to start a nation-
wide protest on April 13 
against corporate farm-
ing, which is being imple-
mented under the Green 
Pakistan Initiative (GPI), 
Dawn reported.

Rallies and conventions 
will be carried out in vari-
ous towns and at public-
sector farms on April 13. 
The decision was taken 
by a joint sitting of the 
Pakistan Kissan Rabita 
Committee, Anjuman 
Mazareen Punjab, Hari 
Jedojehad Committee, 
Crofter Foundation, and 
others.

Through the protest, 
the participants will call 
for an end to corporate 
farming and the eviction 
of peasants from the lands 
they have been cultivating 
for generations, as per the 
Dawn report.

Three people have been con-
firmed dead after a medical 
transport helicopter crash off 
southwestern Japan on Sun-
day, Kyodo News reported, 
citing the coast guard.

The coast guard said the 
death of an 86-year-old fe-
male patient, one of six peo-
ple on board, was confirmed 
on the day of the incident. 
A 68-year-old male family 
member accompanying her 
and a 34-year-old male doc-
tor were also pronounced 
dead on Monday.

Local authorities took 
measures to prevent the he-
licopter from sinking and 
monitored it while working 
to determine the exact cause 
of the accident.

Japan endeavours to 
counter China 

Japan’s Defence Minister 
Gen Nakatani on Sunday 
expressed commitment to 
enhancing the transport 
capabilities of the Self-
Defense Forces for remote 
southern islands via a new-
ly established unit focused 
on maritime logistics amid 
rising tensions over the Tai-
wan Strait, as reported by 

Kyodo News.
“The unit will facilitate 

quicker and more secure 
troop deployments,” Na-
katani stated during a cer-
emony in Kure, Hiroshima 
Prefecture, commemorat-
ing the establishment of the 
Maritime Transportation 
Group, which was formed 
on March 24 and is located 
in the city, Kyodo News re-
ported.
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BRAIN PICKING

I feel, but actually I feel very validated from that film.

—   TAMANNAAH BHATIA
(Indian Actress)

Janhvi Kapoor poses for her social media. (Instagram)

PICtuRe PeRfeCt

Emraan Hashmi is all set 
to come up with his film 
'Ground Zero', which is in-
spired by a mission that was 
awarded "BSF's best opera-
tion in the last 50 years".

Set in 2000s Kashmir, 
Emraan essays the role of a 
BSF officer, Narendra Nath 
Dubey, who led the opera-
tion in which terrorist mas-
termind "Ghazi Baba" was 
killed.

On Tuesday, the makers 
unveiled the film's trailer.

The trailer showcases the 
challenges and sacrifices 
made to bring about a sense 
of normalcy and harmony 
in the conflicted region. 
One of his standout lines 
from the trailer, "Ab Pra-
haar Hoga," sets the tone for 
what lies ahead -- a soldier 
pushed to the edge, ready to 
strike back.

Speaking at the trailer 
launch in Mumbai on Tues-
day, Emraan said, "You 
know there's an old phrase 
that sometimes truth is 
stranger than fiction. This 
phrase is appropriate for 
this film and story. I re-
member when I met Mr 

Dubey for the first time, I 
told him that your story is 
more "filmy" than our films. 
And it really is. It's nothing 
short of extraordinary and 
unbelievable the way our 
BSF officers carried out this 
operation."

Produced by Ritesh 
Sidhwani and Farhan 

Akhtar, and directed by 
Tejas Deoskar, the film is 
co-produced by Kassim 
Jagmagia, Vishal Ram-
chandani,  Sundeep C 
Sidhwani, Arhan Bagati, 
Talisman Films, Abhishek 
Kumar, and Nishikant Roy. 
'Ground Zero' will hit the 
theatres on April 25. 

Mexico fame actor Manuel 
Masalva remains in critical 
but stable condition after 
being placed in a medically 
induced coma following 
the contraction of a "very 
aggressive bacteria" while 
travelling in the Philippines, 
reported Deadline.

According to the outlet, 

Jaime Jaramillo Espinosa, 
the CEO of Mexican man-
agement agency JIM Man-
agement and Masalva's 
manager first relayed the 
medical situation of the 
actor to the Los Angeles 
Times. It reported that Ma-
salva is currently hospital-
ised in Dubai.

In late March, the Nar-
cos: Mexico actor under-
went emergency surgery 

after doctors uncovered 
the bacterial infection 
which had then reached 
his lungs.

According to Deadline, 
as quoted by Per Espinosa, 
the actor is currently on an-
tibiotics and his lungs are 
shown to have responded 
after the treatment.

Masalva's close friend 
Mario Moran came for-
ward to support his close 

aide by asking for dona-
tions to the actor's family 
for the international costs 
associated with the actor's 
hospitalisation outside of 
his home country.

Taking to his Instagram 
handle, the actor said,

"My brother is fighting 
for his life far from home. I 
want to ask for your help in 
this very difficult moment," 
Moran said in Spanish.

'Ground Zero' trailer: Emraan 
Hashmi portrays BSF operation

'Narcos: Mexico' actor Manuel Masalva in medically induced coma

Set in 2000s Kashmir, Emraan essays the 
role of a BSF officer, Narendra Nath Dubey, 

who led the operation in which terrorist 
mastermind "Ghazi Baba" was killed.

Filmmaker Tahira Kashyap, 
known for her directorial 
debut 'Sharmajee Ki Beti', 
has revealed that her breast 
cancer has relapsed after 
seven years.

Taking to Instagram, Ta-
hira shared a heartfelt note 
reflecting her determina-
tion to fight cancer once 
again.

In her post, Tahira wrote, 
"Seven year itch or the pow-
er of regular screening--it's 
a perspective I'd like to go 
with the latter and suggest 
the same for everyone who 
needs to get regular mam-
mograms. Round 2 for me... 
I still got this."

She added, "When life 

gives you lemons, make 
lemonade. When life be-
comes too generous and 
throws them again at you, 
you squeeze them calmly 
into your favourite kala 
khatta drink and sip it with 
all the good intentions. Be-

cause, for one, it's a better 
drink, and two, you know 
you will give it your best 
once again."

Tahira concluded her note 
writing, "#regularscreening 
#mammogram not shying 
away from saying it #breast-
cancer #onemoretime #lets-
go. Ironically or not, today 
is #WorldHealthDay. Let's 
do whatever we can in our 
capacity to take care of our-
selves. #gratitude through 
and through."

Tahira was first diagnosed 
with breast cancer in 2018. 
Last month, she shared an 
inspiring photo of herself 
with a clean-shaven head, 
a result of chemotherapy, 
along with moments from 
her treatment journey.

‘Round 2 for Me’: Tahira Kashyap opens up 
about breast cancer relapse

AGENCIES
WAshIngton DC  

Salman elated as 'Andaz Apna Apna' returns to big 
screen after 31 years

Bollywood's beloved cult 
comedy 'Andaz Apna 
Apna' is making a grand 
return to cinemas, 31 years 
after its original release.

The re-release is set for 
April 25, 2025, in a brand-
new 4K remastered ver-
sion with enhanced Dolby 
5.1 sound, promising an 
upgraded cinematic expe-
rience for fans.

Expressing his excite-
ment, Bollywood super-
star Salman Khan took to 
his X handle and shared 
the trailer of the movie, 
writing, "Amar Prem Ka 

Andaaz is back... #An-
dazApnaApna Re-releas-
ing In Cinemas on 25th 
April 2025 Nationwide."

The film's makers con-
firmed the news on social 
media, generating waves 
of nostalgia among fans.

The official post read, 
"Get ready to relive the 

madness! Andaz Apna 
Apna Re-releasing in 
cinemas on 25th April 
2025! Experience the cult 
classic on the big screen! 
Restored & Remastered 
in 4K & Dolby 5.1. Trailer 
out soon!"

Directed by Rajkumar 
Santoshi, 'Andaz Apna 

Apna' first hit theatres on 
November 4, 1994, and 
quickly became a fan fa-
vourite.

Its unique blend of hu-
mour, iconic dialogues, 
and memorable perfor-
mances has earned it cult 
status in Indian cinema.

The film stars Aamir 
Khan and Salman Khan 
in lead roles, alongside 
Raveena Tandon, Karisma 
Kapoor, Paresh Rawal, 
and Shakti Kapoor. 

The plot revolves around 
two charming yet schem-
ing men who compete to 
win the heart of an heir-
ess, hoping to inherit her 
father's fortune.

TdG NETWORK
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Bollywood superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan, 
a l o n g  w i t h  h i s 

household, has left their 
iconic sea-facing bunga-
low Mannat to undergo a 
much-awaited makeover. 
The family has moved to a 
luxury apartment in posh 
Pali Hill locality of Bandra, 
where they are likely to stay 
for almost two years.

Shah Rukh was spotted 
earlier with his wife Gauri 
Khan and daughter Suhana 
Khan stepping into their 
new temporary home. The 
trio was seen stepping out 
of their car and entering the 
luxury apartment building 
in a video posted by Filmyg-
yan. 

While Suhana opted for 

a bright yellow ensemble, 
SRK went for the simple 
white shirt. Fans were ex-
cited to see the trio together 
and showered the comment 
section of the video with 
heart emojis.

The renovation process 
at Mannat, as per a report 
in Hindustan Times, was 
originally set to start in May 
and comprises structural 
alterations like an exten-
sion. As Mannat is a Grade 
III heritage building, Shah 
Rukh needed to secure legal 

sanction first before mak-
ing any such alteration.

In order to provide accom-
modation to the family dur-
ing this time, Shah Rukh 
Khan’s production compa-
ny, Red Chillies Entertain-
ment, signed a leave and 
licence for four floors of the 
Puja Casa building in Pali 
Hill. The building is owned 
by film producer Vashu 
Bhagnani and co-owned by 
his children, actor Jackky 
Bhagnani and Deepshika 
Deshmukh.

A source disclosed, “It 
is obviously not as spa-
cious as Mannat; there is 
sufficient room to fit his 
security and other staff.” 
The four rented floors are 
likely to accommodate the 
whole Khan family includ-
ing kids Aryan, Suhana, 
and AbRam as well as 
personal security and of-
fice personnel. Shah Rukh 
will be reportedly shelling 
out Rs. 24 lakh a month as 
rent for the area.

The shift also includes 
significant planning for 
security and privacy. Shah 
Rukh’s team has taken great 
care to ensure the safety of 
the family in the new build-
ing. Although it is yet to be 
established if they will stay 
there for the entire period, 
sources reveal that the ren-
ovation of Mannat may take 
two years.

MANNAt ReNOVAtION: SRK, fAMILY MOVe Out
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Anupam Kher unveils first look of 'Tanvi The Great'

Veteran actor Anupam Kher 
has revealed the first look 
of his much-anticipated 
directorial project, 'Tanvi 
The Great', leaving fans in-
trigued and eager for more.

The teaser, released un-
der the banner of Anupam 
Kher Studios, hints at a 
heartwarming and inspir-
ing story centered around a 
mysterious young girl, Tanvi.

The video introduces audi-
ences to Tanvi, a character 
whose aura exudes inno-
cence, dreams, hope, and 

kindness.
Sharing the first look on 

social media, Kher wrote, 
"I made the decision to cre-
ate #TanviTheGreat almost 

four years ago! And then it 
took four years to write and 
bring it to life! Now the time 
has come to share this 'piece 
of my heart' with all of you! 
But slowly... and with a lot of 
love! Is she extraordinary? Is 
she unique? Does she have a 
superpower? We don't know. 
What we do know is...Tanvi 
is different, but no less!"

The film, directed by Kher 
himself, features music by 
Oscar-winning composer 
M. M. Keeravani and is pro-
duced in collaboration with 
the National Film Develop-
ment Corporation (NFDC).

In a conversation with 

ANI, Kher opened up about 
the challenges of bringing 
'Tanvi The Great' to life.

"Main koi studio ke paas 
nahin gaya paise lene, maine 
koi financer nahin dhunda. 
Jo bhi logon ne film finance 
ki hai shuruat mein... dheere 
dheere aapko yeh kahaniyan 
pata lagenge," he shared. (I did 
not go to any studio to ask for 
funds, I did not look for any 
financier. Whoever has fi-
nanced the film in the begin-
ning... gradually, you will get 
to know these stories.)

Kher admitted the journey 
was far from easy. "It would 
have been easier for me to 

go to someone and say that 
I want to make this film... 
I didn't want to do that. I 
wanted to make the film 
based on my own conviction. 
When you walk on the path 
of your own conviction, it is 
a lonely one, and when you 
are alone, there is also some 
fear. But in the end, you re-
alize that the product I have 
created is mine," he added.

'Tanvi The Great' also stars 
'Game of Thrones' actor Iain 
Glen and will feature sound 
design by Resul Pookutty, 
the Academy Award-win-
ning sound designer known 
for Slumdog Millionaire.

Bollywood star  Kiara 
Advani is all set to make 
her debut at Met Gala this 
year.

The mom-to-be will step 
onto the grand fashion 
stage with several celebri-
ties from across the world 
on May 5 at The Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art in New 
York.

Last year, Kiara made her 
debut at Cannes as she at-
tended the Red Sea Film 

Foundation's Women 
in Cinema Gala Din-
ner. And now Met 
Gala debut would 
definitely elevate 
her global appeal.

Previously ac-
tors like Alia 
Bhatt, Deepi-
ka Padukone, 
and Priyanka 
Chopra have 
added Indian 
touch to Met 
Ga l a  w it h 
their stun-
ning pres-

ence.
Meanwhile, Kiara 
is expecting her 
first child with 
actor Sidharth 
Malhotra.

The couple. in 
February 2025, 
announced 
t h e i r  p r e g-
nancy with an 
adorable post 
featuring tiny 

white knitted baby 
socks. The caption 
read, "The great-
est gift of our lives."

Mom-to-be Kiara Advani to make her 
Met Gala debut TdG NETWORK
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Micronutrients: the Key to 
Vitality and Wellness

Micronutrients are vital for human 
health, supporting various physio-
logical functions, including immune 
response, metabolism, and tissue re-
pair. The key micronutrients include 
vitamins (A, D, C, E, B-complex) and 
minerals (iron, zinc, selenium, cop-
per, and magnesium). 

Micronutrient deficiencies weak-
en the immune system, making the 
body more vulnerable to infections. 
Vitamin A deficiency compromises 
epithelial barriers, increasing sus-
ceptibility to respiratory and gas-
trointestinal illnesses. 

Low vitamin D levels elevate the 
risk of respiratory tract infections, 
while vitamin C deficiency impairs 
immune response, worsening pneu-
monia and colds. Zinc deficiency 
further weakens immune function, 
heightening the risk of pneumonia 
and diarrhea.

Consuming a balanced diet rich 
in diverse food sources ensures ad-
equate intake of these essential nu-
trients.

Vitamin a
Essential for vision, immune func-
tion, and cellular growth. Found in 
liver, dairy products, fish, and egg 
yolks. Plant sources include carrots, 
sweet potatoes, spinach, and kale, 
which provide beta-carotene that 
converts to vitamin A.

Vitamin D
Regulates calcium and phospho-
rus levels, crucial for bone health. 
Obtained from sunlight exposure, 
fatty fish (salmon, mackerel), forti-
fied dairy products, egg yolks, and 
mushrooms.

Vitamin C
Supports immune function, collagen 
synthesis, and antioxidant defense. 
Abundant in citrus fruits (oranges, 
lemons), bell peppers, strawberries, 
kiwi, and green leafy vegetables.

Vitamin B6, B12, anD 
Folate
Vitamin B6 aids in protein metabo-
lism, neurotransmitter function, 
and immune support, sourced from 
poultry, bananas, and fortified cere-
als. Vitamin B12 is crucial for nerve 
function and red blood cell forma-
tion, primarily found in animal 
products such as meat, eggs, dairy, 
and fortified plant-based foods.

Folate, important for DNA syn-
thesis is present in legumes, leafy 
greens, citrus fruits, and fortified 
grains.

Key minerals anD their 
FooD sourCes

iron
Essential for macrophage function.. 

Found in red meat, poultry, fish, len-
tils, spinach, and fortified cereals. 
Plant-based sources are better ab-
sorbed when consumed with vita-
min C-rich foods.

ZinC
Supports immune function, wound 
healing, and DNA synthesis. Present 
in shellfish, red meat, poultry, beans, 
nuts, and whole grains.

Copper
Involved in iron metabolism and 
neurological functions. Obtained 
from nuts, seeds, whole grains, sea-
food, and meats.

magnesium
Essential for muscle and nerve func-
tion, energy production, and bone 
health. 
Rich sources include nuts (almonds, 
cashews), whole grains, dark leafy 
greens, and legumes.

Ensuring adequate intake of mi-
cronutrients through a well-bal-
anced diet is crucial for maintaining  
overall health and preventing defi-
ciencies. 

A diverse diet incorporating fruits, 
vegetables, lean proteins, nuts, seeds, 
and whole grains provides these es-
sential vitamins and minerals, sup-
porting optimal body function and 
immune health.

Health talk: Adolescence is a period 
of transition for teenagers

5 Practical Ways for Men to Prioritize self-
care and enhance their oVerall Well-Being

Selfcare isn’t a luxury, 
it’s a necessity. Priori-
tizing selfcare in men 

is as significant as prioritiz-
ing their career and family. 
An overall wellbeing  avoids 
ill mental health,chronic 
diseases , sleep disturbance 
, depression and anxiety. 
Here are the 5 practical tips 
and ideas for men to priori-
tize self-care and improve 
their overall well-being

eating healthy at 
regular interVals
Maintaining a balanced diet 
full of nutrients with regu-
lar intervals i.e. 3 meals a 
day and drinking at least 
3-4  litres of water can im-
prove overall health. It 
keeps energy levels stable 
, prevents overeating  and 
helps to maintain a healthy 
weight. In a busy schedule, 
it is common to experience 
small hunger pangs during 
the day, opting healthier op-
tions like  makhanas or dry-

fruits instead of processed 
foods can lead to bigger dif-
ferences in the body.

Do exercise on a regular 
basis

Exercise is more than 
just a tool for achieving a 
toned physique—it is es-
sential for long-term physi-
cal and mental well-being. 
Consistent physical activ-
ity, whether through gym 
workouts, running, or even 
brisk walking, strengthens 
muscles and bones, enhanc-
es cardiovascular health, 
and improves endurance. 
Excessive fat accumula-
tion, commonly associated 
with obesity, increases the 
risk of diabetes, heart dis-
ease, certain cancers, and 
even conditions like erectile 
dysfunction. A structured 
fitness regimen mitigates 
these risks, boosts mood, re-
duces stress, and enhances 
cognitive function.

sKinCare For the 
healthy glow
Being the most ignored 
form of selfcare among 
men is avoiding skincare, it 
can be truly a game changer. 
Throughout the day, men 
are exposed to dirt,pollution 
and harmful UV rays. Fol-
lowing a proper skincare 
routine twice a day , com-
monly cleansing, moistur-
ising and using Sunscreen 
(in daytime) keeps the skin 

fresh,moisturised , reduces 
sunburns and prevents pre-
mature aging.For skin con-
cerns like acne, blemishes, 
dryness, wrinkles amongst 
others, basic skincare rou-
tine can be extended to in-
clude targeted serums and 
ointments.

reaDing BooKs to 
DeCrease sCreen-
time
Reading books before go-

ing to sleep can be consid-
ered as the best alternative 
to using mobile phones.
It can lead to sound sleep , 
improves concentration , 
vocabulary and relaxes the 
mind. Fictional books and 
novels provide escape from 
stress and divert the mind. 
Moreover, utilizing exces-
sive mobile phones at night 
can cause more harm than 
it seems,the blue light emit-
ting from them results in eye 
strain and disrupts sleep.

a proper Daily 
routine For time 
management 
Following a structured 
daily routine is necessary 
for good health and mind. 
Early to bed, early to rise is 
not just a saying but a key 
element. It helps to manage 
time effectively and improve 
productivity by prioritizing 

the tasks.Incorporating 
activities such as efficient 
planning of the day, eating 
healthy , regular exercise , 
spending quality time with 
loved ones and fixed sleep 
schedule results in wellbe-
ing among men. Ultimately, 
a proper routine empowers 
them to live a  fulfilling life.

ConClusion
Self-Care is all about rec-
ognizing the needs and 
pursuing steps to prioritize 
wellbeing. It’s  high time to 
break down the traditional 
social norms of masculin-
ity and encourage men to 
emphasize on their health. 
Listening to the body and 
balancing activities  is vital 
to maximize their full po-
tential, live healthier and 
happier.
The author is CEO of Kindly 
Health.

Tagore International School 
Vasant Vihar organized a 
health talk in collaboration 
with Madhukar Rainbow 
Hospital, Malviya Nagar 
on the occasion of World 
Health Day on the 7th of 
April in the school prem-
ises .

Dr. Alka Chaudhary , a se-
nior consultant in Gynaeco-
logy and Obstetrics  ,spoke 
about Gut and Adolescence 
Health to students of  classes 
9th and 10th and its crucial 
role in influencing diges-
tion, immunity, skin con-
ditions,  mental health and 
welfare . She elaborated on 
how adolescence is a period 
of transition for teenagers 
therefore the nutritional 
well-being of an individual 
can impact their   physical 
and mental growth.

 Dr. Alka  believes that 
junk or processed foods are 
not only a risk to gut health 
but also a huge threat  to an 
individual’s mental well-
being, therefore  suggests 
that home cooked food 
along with fresh fruits and 
vegetables   should be add-
ed in a growing child’s diet 
to ensure efficient levels of 
iron and protein.  She em-
phasised that a ruined gut 

health can stop the release of 
healthy hormones and lead 
to anger issues, depression, 
and anxiety in  teenagers.

 Frequent outdoor activi-
ties including yoga, cycling 
and swimming are advis-
able to reduce stress and 

ensure  focus in studies. 
Adding on, less screen time 
with adequate nature walks 
are also a method of medita-
tion for a teen. 

As per the latest  statistics 
,67 percent teenagers join 
the gym before 18 which 

leads to growth problems, 
as the gym mostly focuses 
on muscle development and 
neglects height and natural 
growth. Studies also show 
that many youngsters  join 
the gym and indulge in  sub-
stance abuse due to peer 
pressure leading to several  
Chronic Obstructive Pul-
monary Diseases  and lung 
cancer. Prevention is the 
best remedy therefore Dr. 
Alka   advised that  teens 
should exercise regularly, 
stop  smoking and  consume 
lemon water after excercises 
for hydration. It was indeed 
a fruitful and an  engaging 
session for the audience

The journey to better 
health begins with one step 
and tisvv took   that first  
step making a big differ-
ence in our overall health 
and prosperity.

nilay mehrotra

tDg networK

Dr Anish DesAi

food is medicine

Being the most ignored form of selfcare among men 
is avoiding skincare, it can be truly a game changer. 

Throughout the day, men are exposed to dirt,pollution and 
harmful UV rays. Following a proper skincare routine 

twice a day , commonly cleansing, moisturising and using 
Sunscreen (in daytime) keeps the skin fresh,moisturised, 

reduces sunburns and prevents premature aging.

As per the latest  statistics ,67 percent teenagers join the 
gym before 18 which leads to growth problems, as the 

gym mostly focuses on muscle development and neglects 
height and natural growth. Studies also show that many 

youngsters  join the gym and indulge in  substance 
abuse due to peer pressure leading to several  Chronic 

Obstructive Pulmonary Diseases  and lung cancer. 

medically speaking the daily guardian review
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India has been known to celebrate 
the rituals and practices at home and 
outside. In particular, people wor-
ship the deities in temples which are 
considered the most sacred places.

 Temples in India had their first 
roots found near the rivers due to 
various factors. They are age old 
temples in the country. 

The sanctity of places, the sacred-
ness of river waters and the associa-
tion with purification hold the basis 
to spiritual history and legacy. 

If archeological excavations date 
back to those temples as old as 
10,000 years ago, the temples located 
on the banks of the river symbolize 
a predominantly dominant Hindu 
culture. The rivers in India are pe-
rennially divine manifestations and 
play a significant role in religious 
rituals with river waters becoming 
the spiritual source of life.  The his-
tory of temples in India has been as 
old as unknown age of 10,000 years.

 The divine significance of water 
is rooted in the Vedas and the Upa-
nishads.

 We have many famous temples lo-
cated near rivers, for example, the 
Kashi Vishwanath temple in Varanasi 
on the Ganges and in a similar way 

temples are located on the banks of 
the river Godavari and Krishna as-
similating the concept of spiritual 
oneness within the country.

  The countless devotees take a holy 
dip in the river waters and go for 
Darshan of the Lord in the temples.  
The ancient Rishis established these 
temples on the river banks centuries 
ago.

 They found these places to be spiri-
tually enlightened and devotionally 
oriented. Needless to say, each his-
tory of temple has a story to tell from 
spiritual elements attributed to their 
origin.

 Even in the Ramayana, the Rishis 
took the break for morning rituals 
alongside these rivers.  Ayodhya tem-
ple is located on the banks of Sarayu 
river. Meenakhi temple in Madurai is 
on the banks of the Vaigai river. All 
the temples have a history of their 
own that connects with the rivers. 
Even architectural beauty of these 
temples is beyond comparison. The 
sculptors did a wonderful job.

 Lord Shri Ram had a brief stopover 
where the rivers flow and the temples 
are located. That is how the history 
of temples is spiritually connected 
to the rivers. In fact river waters are 
used for rituals such as ablutions 
bathing and cleansing.

 A metaphorical composition of  
verse goes like this : «It is a river of 
life/ that flows thru and thru/ Into an 
ocean of destination / we seek in the 
Holy waters / A life of destination / to 
purify the life of whirlpools / A river 
of purification/ that flows through 
body into soul «.

 In the run up to this interesting 
story of how temples made their way 
on the river banks is the presence of 
natural serene and peaceful atmo-

sphere of surroundings where lotus 
and flowers bloom, where swans and 
ducks and other chirping birds play 
out a rhythmic song to invoke the De-
ity on the wee hours.

 The enigmatic temple that one 
finds is located in Junaraj Gujarat. 
It is Neelakanteshwar temple re-
nowned for its cyclic existence.

 It is submerged under the waters 
for six months in a year. Devotees 
strongly believe that Lord Shiva 
resides within the submersion time 
symbolizing cosmic motivation. An-
other interesting story that goes to 
make is one of the temples located 
in Basar, Nirmal, Telangana.

 It is the temple of Jnana Sarawati 
situated on the banks of river Goda-
vari.

 It is recalled that Sage Veda Vyasa 
established this temple during his 
visit to take the holy dip in the river 
waters. Perhaps in the country this 
is the only temple known as temple 
of learning. A kind of spiritual aroma 
spreads through the premises of the 
temple.  Devotees throng the temples 
on Vasant Panchami - the sacred day 
of initial learning is done to children 
on the day. River and temple in Basar 
make the national news headlines. 

The Gods and Goddesses reside 
in the river side temples. In Hindu 
mythology, the Asuras and the Lords 
take a holy dip in the river waters and 
worship the deities in the temples.

Next dimension added to this is 
the selection of temple and the chief 
presiding deity where positive vibra-
tions evoke positive energy among 
the deities.

 In the temples, marriages are sol-
emnized to root out the evil forces. 
The chief deity is placed in the center 
of temple called Garbagriha known 

for such vibrations.
 Ganga Jal also known as Holy Wa-

ter carries a rich legacy and history of 
ancient times. Nothing is holier than 
Ganga Jal.

The entire river flows from the Hi-
malayan glaciers touching the North 
and the Bay of Bengal as Life giving 
Goddess.

 Another spiritual dimension of 
temple location on the river banks 
consist of three important features 
1) Sangam 2) Tirtha 3) Prayaga

Sangam is the confluence of rivers 
representing the union of individu-
al self (Jiva) with the universal self 
(Brahman).

Tirtha is another term synonymous 
with river banks where pilgrims can 
take shelter from the worldly to the 
spiritual realm. 

Prayag is the point of location 
where two rivers meet synthesising 
the union of opposites - Masculine 
and Feminine.

 Rituals include daily worship of 
Puja (Offerings) and Aarti (Prayer).
Bathing is considered the next im-
portant step to purify oneself before 
worshipping at temples. 

Funeral rites are conducted on the 
river banks such as cremation or im-
mersion of ashes.

Many temples in India were estab-
lished by the Rishis and the greats 
Sages on the river banks.

These spiritual elements create a 
sacred environment or connect one 
with the divinity and nature. Temples 
of river banks have served as places of 
worship, fostering a spiritual journey 
towards fulfilling a higher goal. These 
temples offer serenity, greenery, de-
votion and peace of mind.
P.V.Laxmiprasad is the author and edi-
tor of 44 books in English Literature.

India’s sacred waters and temples:  
Undertaking a spiritual journey

EstablishmEnt of ‘World sanatan dharma diWas’ on thE occasion of 
ram navami in hong Kong

P.V. LaxmiPrasad

Everyone wants hap-
piness in life! Happ-
piness is a universal 

human desire, yet it means 
different things to differ-
ent people. For some, hap-
piness might be found in 
external achievements, 
relationships or material 
possessions, while for oth-
ers, it is a deeper, more in-
ternal state of contentment 
and peace. Throughout his-
tory, philosophers, spiritual 
leaders and scientists have 
pondered the true nature 
of happpiness, seeking to 
understand what makes life 
truly fulfilling and happpy. 
At its core, happpiness 
is often seen as a positive 
emotional state character-
ized by joy, contentment, 
fulfillment and a sense of 
well-being. However, hap-
piness is much more than 
just fleeting pleasure or 
momentary satisfaction. 
True Happiness is built on a 
strong foundation of peace, 

which is experienced with 
contentment and a sense 
of fulfillment in life.  Hap-
piness can be a lifelong 
pursuit, shaped by our atti-
tudes, behaviours and how 
we connect with ourselves 
and the world around us. 
Happiness, thus, can be 
psychological, scientific or 
even spiritual in nature—
sometimes blending all 
these elements together.

Focussing on the spiri-
tual element of happiness, 
I can say that we have mis-
spelt the word ‘happpi-
ness’. ‘Happpiness’ should 
have 3 Ps in it instead of the 
usually written 2 Ps - each 
P representing the three 
peaks of happpiness. The 
first P stands for pleasure, 
the first peak of happpiness 
that comes from the world-
ly material possessions, 
wealth, people, relation-
ships and various achieve-
ments but this pleasure is 
ephemeral, a fleeting feel-
ing of happpiness. It fades 
away as quickly as it builds 

up. The second P of happ-
piness represents peace. 
Peace is the foundation 
of true happpiness for it 
is achieved through con-
tentment and fulfillment. 
The third or the highest 
peak of happpiness is in 
the third P – when an in-
dividual achieves purpose 
in his life. This purpose of 
life is realized with spiritual 
Enlightenment. When an 
individual is Enlightened 
and spiritually Awakened 
with the Truth about his 
life, birth, death, Karma 
and everything associated 
to himself, he experiences 
SatChitAnanda – Eternal 
Bliss in Truth Conscious-
ness. This happpiness a joy 
that is ever-flowing, pure, 
everlasting and eternal. 
We humans strive towards 
achieving this kind of happ-
piness in our lives. 

Happpiness may be an 
outward expression and an 
experience of deep joy and a 
sense of fulfillment but it is 
a deeply spiritual emotion. 

The spiritual side of happ-
piness centres around find-
ing deeper meaning in life, 
peace, contentment, fulfill-
ment, Realization of the 
Truth and Enlightenment 
beyond material or exter-
nal factors like success and 
achievement. Thus, spiri-
tual happpiness isn’t just 
about feeling good in the 
moment, rather, it’s about 
cultivating the lasting con-
tentment and purpose 
that transcends tempo-
rary emotions or worldly 
achievements. It is about 
discovering and cultivating 
a deep sense of inner peace 
that leads to everlasting 
bliss and eternal joy.

Why does inner peace 
matter more than suc-
cess? It is true that success, 
wealth, material posses-
sions, fame, achievement 
and even people and rela-
tionships lead us to expe-
rience joy and happpiness 
but that happpiness is 
short-lived, a fleeting tem-
porary moment of joy; it is 

ephemeral and conditional. 
Success and achievement 
are conditional factors for 
the temporary happpiness 
or pleasure. These are the 
first peak of happpiness. 
But true, everlasting and 
unconditional happpiness 
is something that is within 
us and not in this external 
world and material pos-
sessions. One can truly ‘be 
happpy’ by choosing to be 
happpy, rather than de-
pending on external factors 
to ‘become happpy’. True 
happpiness is grounded 
firmly in the second peak of 
happpiness – peace. Inner 
peace is a deep and endur-
ing state of well-being that 
is experienced with an ev-
erlasting sense of content-
ment and fulfillment within 
us, in our Consciousness, 
regardless of the external 
factors and forces.

Success can bring tempo-
rary satisfaction and plea-
sure but it often relies on 
external validation and ac-
complishments, which are 

constantly changing. Inner 
peace, on the other hand, 
is a constant. It’s not tied 
to achieving something or 
meeting external expecta-
tions. It depends on accep-
tance of the circumstances 
and an attitude of gratitude. 
When we are at peace with 
ourselves, happpiness is 
not dependent on what we 
do or achieve. The pursuit 
of success can often lead to 
stress, pressure and burn-
out. The constant drive to 
achieve more can create 
feelings of inadequacy or 
fear of failure. Inner peace, 
on the other hand, helps 
us calm our mind, reduce 
stress and increase resil-
ience within us. When we 
cultivate peace within, 
we become less reactive 
to challenges and are bet-
ter able to handle difficult 
situations with a clear and 
calm mind. Success, partic-
ularly when focused on ex-
ternal markers like wealth, 
status, fame, recognition 
and achievements, can be 

fleeting. Once achieved, it 
may not provide the lasting 
fulfillment that we expect-
ed, rather, it will make us 
work towards higher and 
higher peaks of achieve-
ments without letting us 
feel content and fulfilled. 
Inner peace, however, is 
sustainable. It grows as we 
develop a deeper connec-
tion with ourself and our 
values, ultimately, becom-
ing a foundation for eternal 
happpiness and bliss. Suc-
cess often comes with at-
tachments to the outcomes 
and lofty expectations. 

When one starts defin-
ing their worth by their 
achievements, they may 
constantly chase the next 
goal, always feeling like 
they are not enough. Inner 
peace, however, is freedom 
from these attachments. 
It allows us to let go of the 
need for approval and so-
cietal validation, fostering 
a sense of self-worth that 
is independent of external 
success.

Concluding the discus-
sion, we can say that in 
today’s world, success and 
achievements are neces-
sary. They provide us with 
material gains and posses-
sions to live a comfortable 
life but they are not the 
defining factors of true, 
lasting happpiness. We 
are usually taught from a 
very young age that suc-
cess is happpiness – one is 
happpy in life only when he 
is successful and has lots of 
achievements. However, 
that is not true. While suc-
cess can bring momentary 
joy, inner peace and con-
tentment offers a deeper, 
more enduring happpiness 
that is not tied to this ever-
changing external world. 

Therefore, consider-
ing the spiritual aspect of 
happpiness and to ensure 
fulfilled and happpy lives 
of this generation and the 
generations to come, we 
must teach that success 
is not happpiness, rather, 
happpiness is true success!

thE spiritual sidE of happinEss: Why innEr pEacE 
mattErs morE than succEss
TdG NETWOrK

In a historic initiative to 
honor the eternal prin-
ciples of Sanatan Dharma, 
the Indian community in 
Hong Kong has established 
‘World Sanatan Dharma 
Diwas.’ This significant an-
nouncement was made on 
the auspicious occasion of 
Ram Navami, the sacred day 
marking the birth of Lord 
Shri Ram, who symbolizes 
righteousness, devotion, 
and truth.

This grand event wit-
nessed participation not 
only from the Indian com-
munity in Hong Kong 
but also from Sanatanis 

across India and other 
countries, making it a glob-
ally significant celebration. 
  
The key organizers of the 
event included Lal Har-
dasani, Dayal N. Harjani, 
Ramakant Agrawal, Raju 
Sabnani, Binny Lalji, Rajesh 
Bhimsaria, Ashok Pritmani, 
Pishu Mirani, Raju Mukhi, 
Ramesh Savarthiya, So-
han Goenka, and convener 
Shashi Bhushan.

On this occasion, or-
ganizer Lal Hardasani 
stated,”This is a historic 
moment for the Indian 
community in Hong Kong. 
By initiating World Sana-
tan Dharma Day, we aim to 

spread a wave of peace and 
spiritual awakening across 
the globe.”

O r g a n i z e r  S o h a n 
Goenka, in his address, 
remarked,”Every year, we 
celebrate Ram Navami in 
different ways, but this 
year, we have resolved to 
establish it as ‘World Sana-

tan Dharma Day.’ Lord Shri 
Ram is the living embodi-
ment of Dharma. His life is 
a testament to the principles 
of Sanatan Dharma. He 
vowed to rid the earth of evil 
and injustice and upheld 
this promise by willingly 
renouncing his throne and 
embracing 14 years of exile. 

He serves as an inspiration 
to all of humanity as an 
ideal son, brother, disciple, 
friend, king, warrior, en-
emy, father, and husband. 
Therefore, no other day 
could be more appropriate 
than his birth anniversary 
to be recognized as ‘World 
Sanatan Dharma Diwas.’” 
 The organizers also high-
lighted the recent Maha-
kumbh in Prayagraj, where 
66 crore (660 million) devo-
tees from over 70 countries 
participated, taking a holy 
dip in the sacred confluence. 
This, they emphasized, is a 
clear indication that global 
consciousness towards San-
atan Dharma is awakening.

TdG NETWOrK

Two words immediately 
come to mind when we 
hear the name Hanu-
man. They are devotion 
and strength. We’ve read 
and heard umpteen times 
about how he vanquished 
his opponent through 
sheer power. An entire 
kingdom of Lanka was 
found wanting when 
he went on a rampage. 
We’ve also read about his 
uncompromising devo-
tion towards Ram. Innu-
merable tomes have been 
written about it.

Yet strangely, when Tul-
sidas composed ‘Hanu-
man Chalisa’, the hymns 
in praise of Hanuman, 
he starts with neither 
strength nor devotion. 
Instead, he starts with 
the line ‘Jai Hanuman 
gyaan gun saagar’ (I bow 
to Hanuman, the ocean of 
wisdom). Wisdom? 

As you analyse Hanuman’s life, you’ll realise how wisdom precedes both devo-
tion and strength as the inherent quality in all his actions. It’s not surprising that 
Hamunan could see the paramatman in Ram.

In Valmiki Ramayan, Ram praises Hanuman for his knowledge of Vedas, cor-
rect use of grammar and proper pronunciation in his speech. Ram further tells 
Lakshman that if a king has a scholar who’s also skilled in speech like Hanuman 
and follows his advice, all works get accomplished well.

Similar emotions are reflected in ‘Ramcharitmanas’. Little wonder Ram gave 
him a pedestal, not merely as a devotee but as a brother. In Hanuman Chalisa, 
Ram says to Hanuman, ‘Tum mama priya Bharat hi sam bhai,’ which means 
‘You are as dear to me as my brother Bharat.’

In all this, let’s not forget that Surya (Lord Sun) was his guru and that Hanu-
man had mastered all the Vedas. Furthermore, he was the chief counsel to King 
Surgriva. Apart from this, Hanuman was the first to chronicle the life of Ram, 
even preceding Valmiki. So next time you think of Hanuman, let it not only be 
of him crossing the ocean, setting Lanka on fire and fighting a demon. Let the 
images of Hanuman writing Ram’s life story and meditating come to your mind.

There’s an old saying: don’t judge the book by its cover. The same applies for 
everything else. We might see something in a certain manner. And what we 
see is not necessarily what is true. Our initial impressions are laced with our 
perception that are heavily dependent on our conditioning. Then, of course, 
are the apparently visible facets. But this simple example of the way we have 
popularly perceived Hanuman teaches us that if we delve deeper, we realise 
multiple facets, some completely contrary to our initial interpretation. Let’s go 
beyond our limited perception and make sure not to judge before dwelling deep 
and unravelling the inner details.

bEyond our limitEd  
pErcEption

What we see if not necessarily what is true. Our 
initial impressions are laced with our perception 

that’s heavily dependant on our conditioning. Let’s 
make sure not to judge before dwelling deep into it.

mysTic musiNG

Rajessh M. IyeR
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Cricket South Africa (CSA) 
on Monday announced 
the central contract list for 
men’s senior team for 2025-
26, with Heinrich Klaasen 
and Tabraiz Shamsi being 
two omissions from the 
list, pace sensation Kwena 
Maphaka getting his debut 
contract and in a first, Da-
vid Miller and Rassie Van 
Der Dussen getting “hybrid 
contracts”.

CSA has awarded 18 na-

tional contracts and two 
hybrid contracts, which will 
run from June 1, 2025 - May 
31, 2026, as per a CSA press 
release.

With the introduction of 
hybrid contracts, David 
Miller and Rassie van der 
Dussen will be contracted 
to participate in specific 
agreed-upon bilateral tours 
and ICC events as they are 
two big names in the T20 
league circuit.

National contracts have 
been awarded for the first 
time to seam bowler Lizaad 

Williams and all-rounder 
Senuran Muthusamy. They 
are joined by pacer Mapha-
ka, who made his interna-
tional debut in all formats 
this past season.

Lions all-rounder Wi-
aan Mulder, batter David 
Bedingham, and his pro-
vincial teammate Kyle Ver-
reynne all earned contract 
upgrades during the cur-
rent season and have been 
retained for the upcoming 
season.

Discussions regarding 
Klaasen’s future are ongo-

ing, and a final decision 
will be made in due course. 
Also other players missing 
out on contracts as per ES-
PNCricinfo include Andile 
Phehluckwayo and spinner 
Bjorn Fortuin.

The contracts will cover a 
busy season for the national 
team with bilateral tours 
away to Zimbabwe, Austra-
lia, England, Pakistan and 
India, as well as a home se-
ries against the West Indies. 
The calendar will also fea-
ture two major ICC events: 
the World Test Champion-

ship (WTC) Final against 
Australia, which will take 
place at Lord’s in England 
in June, and the T20 World 
Cup 2026, to be played in 
India and Sri Lanka early 
next year.

Director of National 
Teams and High Perfor-
mance Enoch Nkwe said: 
“I want to congratulate all 
the players who have been 
awarded national contracts 
for the next 12 months, es-
pecially the players who 
have been contracted for 
the first time.

TDG NETWORK
Johannesburg

Heinrich Klaasen’s international future uncertain as batter

In a pulsating encoun-
ter that kept fans on 
the edge of their seats, 

Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru (RCB) triumphed 
over Mumbai Indians 
(MI) by 12 runs in their 
IPL 2025 clash on April 
7. The match was a show-
case of explosive batting, 
strategic bowling, and 
moments of individual 
brilliance. 

Opting to field first af-
ter winning the toss, MI 
faced an aggressive RCB 
batting lineup. Virat 
Kohli led the charge with 
a masterful 67 off 42 balls, 
reaching his half-century 
in just 29 deliveries. His 
innings included seven 
boundaries and two six-
es, propelling RCB to a 
formidable total.  

Complementing Kohli, 
captain Rajat Patidar 
played a scintillating 
knock, amassing 64 runs 
off 32 balls. His aggressive 
approach in the middle 
overs kept the momen-
tum firmly with RCB.  

Jitesh Sharma provided 
the late fireworks, re-
maining unbeaten with 
a rapid 40 off 19 balls. 
His onslaught in the fi-
nal overs ensured RCB 
posted an imposing 221/5 
in their allotted 20 overs.  

Chasing a daunting tar-
get of 222, MI’s innings 

had a turbulent start. Ro-
hit Sharma showcased 
early aggression, scor-
ing 17 off 9 balls, but was 
bowled by Yash Dayal, 

leaving MI at 25/1.
Ryan Rickelton con-

tributed 17 off 10 balls 
before falling lbw to Josh 
Hazlewood. Suryakumar 

Yadav and Will Jacks at-
tempted to stabilize the 
innings, with Jacks scor-
ing 14 before being caught 
off Krunal Pandya’s bowl-

ing.  
Tilak Varma emerged as 

a beacon of hope for MI, 
crafting a brilliant 56 off 
29 balls. His innings was 
marked by aggressive 
stroke play and resilience 
under pressure.  

Captain Hardik Pandya 
injected momentum into 
the chase with a blistering 
42 off just 15 balls, includ-
ing multiple boundaries 
and sixes. His aggressive 
approach brought MI 
within striking distance.  

As  t h e  m at ch  ap -
proached its climax, MI 
required 19 runs off the 
final over. Despite the 
valiant efforts of Naman 
Dhir and Mitchell Sant-
ner, disciplined bowling 
from RCB, particularly by 
Krunal Pandya, restricted 
MI to 209/7, sealing a 12-
run victory for RCB.  

RCB’s victory was built 
on stellar batting per-
formances from Kohli, 
Patidar, and Sharma, 
complemented by effec-
tive bowling spells from 
Hazlewood and Dayal.  

For MI, despite the 
loss, the innings of Tilak 
Varma and Hardik Pan-
dya stood out as exem-
plary displays of deter-
mination and skill.  

This match adds a thrill-
ing chapter to IPL 2025, 
highlighting the com-
petitive spirit and enter-
tainment that the league 
consistently delivers.

Kohli, Patidar Power rCB Past Mi 
in wanKhede thriller
TDG NETWORK
MuMbai

‘Still work to do in final seconds’: Wrestler 
Reetika reflects on silver medal win

Major irregularities revealed 
in Delhi Swimming 
Association election

Delhi Swimming Associa-
tion Election 2025: Irregu-
larities, Illegalities and Bias 
Alias Electoral College 2025 
(or the Swimming Mafia Sto-
ry to Crown Happily Ever 
After for 40 Years)

In the year 2011, the Na-
tional Sports Development 
Code was enacted and im-
plemented. Interestingly, the 
Hon’ble High Court of Delhi 
ordered the Delhi Swim-
ming Association (DSA) 
elections of 2014 to be con-
ducted totally based on the 
new Sports Code. Ironically, 
DSA has never amended or 
aligned its Constitution with 
the Sports Development 
Code 2011 till date.

Currently, DSA’s election 
process is ongoing—after a 
delay of two years—as per 
its own constitution. Sur-
prisingly, the Hon’ble High 
Court of Delhi did not debar 
the “Swimming Tzar,” who 
has been ruling DSA for the 
past 40 years, as it has done 
in the case of other federa-
tions. It is only in the case 
of the swimming mafia that 
we witness how one society 
(SFI) suspends another soci-
ety (DSA) and, on top of it, 
takes charge and control of 
all records—which is purely 
illegal.

Nevertheless, the election 
process began following the 
Hon’ble High Court of Del-
hi’s order, with the appoint-
ment of Advocate Manini 

Brar as Returning Officer 
(RO). Ironically, the RO did 
not send communication 
to all the voters of DSA at 
the beginning, but instead 
told the Ad-hoc committee 
(wrongfully and illegally 
formed by the Swimming 
Federation of India) to do 
so after the formation of the 
electoral college.

Furthermore, as per the 
Sports Development Code 
2011, the state association 
elections are to be held based 
on district-level associations. 
Since the DSA constitution 
has no concept of district-
level associations as its mem-
bers, the malicious game 
came into force. The RO,  
rather than calling all the 
voters of DSA, consulting 
them, and forming district-
level associations by allot-
ting the voters of DSA to 

their respective districts 
herself, delegated this re-
sponsibility to people with 
vested interests in DSA and 
who aim to control it—which 
is wrong.

 When objected to, the RO 
said it’s not her job.

These people handpicked 
only those voters who 
were loyal to them and the 
multiple clubs they hold. 
The RO failed miserably to 
verify whether all the vot-
ers had been included in the 
district-level associations, 
resulting in the swimming 
mafia now controlling these 
district associations—the 
key to controlling DSA. Why 
were more than 70 voters in-
formed only after the forma-
tion of the electoral college? 
When questioned, the RO 
hush-hushed the objection 
and rejected it.

Sanjeev Sharma
new Delhi

Kalinga Super Cup 2025 fixtures announced

The fixtures for the Kalinga 
Super Cup 2025 are an-
nounced. The tournament, 
which will be played in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, from 
April 20 to May 3, will see 
the participation of 16 clubs 
(13 from the Indian Super 
League and three from the 
I-League) in a single-elim-
ination knock-out format. 
All matches will take place 
at the Kalinga Stadium.

The ISL teams were seed-
ed for the round of 16 ac-
cording to their final league 
position in the 2024-25 sea-
son. Three I-League teams 
confirmed their participa-
tion - Churchill Brothers 
FC Goa, Inter Kashi and 
Gokulam Kerala FC. They 
will face the top three ISL 
teams (Mohun Bagan Su-
per Giant, FC Goa and Ben-
galuru FC). These three 
matchups will be decided 
by a draw on Wednesday, 
April 9.

The round of 16 will be 
played on April 20, April 
21, April 23 and April 24, 
the quarter-finals on April 
26 and April 27, the semi-
finals on April 30, and the 
final on May 3. If the scores 
are level at the end of 90 
minutes in the round of 16, 
quarter-finals and semi-

finals, there will be no extra 
time, and a penalty shoot-
out will determine the win-

ner. If the scores are level 
at the end of 90 minutes in 
the final, there will be extra 

time, followed by a penalty 
shoot-out to determine the 
champion.

AGENciEs
new Delhi

Indian wrestler Reetika 
Hooda, fresh from winning 
a silver medal at the Asian 
Championships, opened 
up about her performance, 
recurring rivalries, and the 
mental resilience required 
in wrestling. In a candid 
conversation, she addressed 
how repeated encounters 
with a Kyrgyz wrestler have 
cost her victories on multi-
ple international platforms, 
including the Olympics.

“I lost in the Olympics to 
her and again at the Asian 
Championships. After los-
ing at the Olympics, I fo-
cused all my energy on cor-
recting my mistakes. I was 
leading 6-2, and I thought I 
had it in the bag. But her ex-
perience helped her in the fi-
nal moments,” said Reetika.

Despite her aggressive 
lead, she lost points in the 
last 20 seconds—moments 
that have now become a re-
curring concern.

She still managed to score 
in those 20 seconds. I was 
angry, thinking—just give 
me one more minute or 
even ten more seconds, and 
I could’ve scored. But what 
good is venting anger on the 
mat? I’ll work on my tech-
nique instead.

In a heartbreaking twist, 
Reetika revealed how the 
Indian camp was preparing 
to celebrate her win just be-
fore the tables turned.

“Most of my mistakes 
happen in the last few sec-
onds—30 seconds, 20 sec-
onds. That’s where I lose 
most of the scores. I’ll focus 
more on that so that I don’t 
repeat such errors.”

She trains at the Chhotu 
Ram center in Rohtak un-
der the guidance of multiple 
coaches including Bhaiya ji, 
Kuldeep ji (from the Navy), 
and Mandeep sir.

“No, I don’t think I need 
a foreign coach. I qualified 
and won all my medals here 
at Chhotu Ram itself. I have 
full support from my fam-
ily, coaches, and my brother 
Amit Bhaiya. Mandeep 
sir helps me even with the 
smallest mistakes.”

Reetika’s mother has been 
a constant pillar of support, 

accompanying her across 
trials and championships.

“She’s like my second 
coach. Honestly, those 
watching from the outside 
sometimes know more. She 
knows every technique. 
She’s never been to an inter-
national competition with 
me, but every time she’s at 
an Indian event, I feel a posi-
tive vibe. She’s like my lucky 
champ.”

Coming from a military 
background, Reetika be-
lieves discipline is deeply 
embedded in her lifestyle.

“Papa always made sure 
we were on time, even five 
minutes early. That’s how it 
is in the military. It was al-
ways my dream to join the 
forces—and now that I’m in 
the Navy, I’m happy.”

Reflecting on her gold win 
at the 2024 World Military 
Championship, Reetika 
shared how she pushed 
through despite falling ill 

just days before.
“Three-four days before 

the championship, I had 
dengue. I was unsure how 
I’d perform. But my coach 
Kuldeep sir helped me 
through. I defeated com-
petitors from the USA and 
China—some by a 10-0 
margin—despite being tired. 
My counter techniques 
helped me win.”

Talking about competition 
at home, Reetika acknowl-
edged tough contenders 
like Priya Malik and Kiran 
Bishnoi in the 76kg category.

“In India, we mostly focus 
on upper body bouts. But 
internationally, leg attacks 
are more common, so we 
have to adapt. At the Asian 
Championships, I was the 
first Indian girl to reach the 
final in the 76kg category. I 
wanted to break that record 
too, but those last 20 sec-
onds went wrong.”

On training methods, 

MANOj jOshi
new Delhi 

It is only in the case of the swimming 
mafia that we witness how one society 
(SFI) suspends another society (DSA) 
and, on top of it, takes charge and control 
of all records—which is purely illegal.

Despite aggressive 
lead, she lost 
points in the last 
20 seconds—
moments that have 
now become a 
recurring concern.

Kalinga super cup 2025 Fixtures

Round of 16 (seeds in bracket):

sunday April 20 (16:30) Kerala Blasters Fc (8) vs East Bengal Fc (9)

sunday  April 20 (20:00) Mohun Bagan sG (1) vs i-League club - TBc

Monday April 21 (16:30) Fc Goa (2) vs i-League club - TBc

Monday April 21 (20:00) Odisha Fc (7) vs Punjab Fc (10)

Wednesday  April 23 (16:30) Bengaluru Fc (3) vs i-League club - TBc

Wednesday April 23 (20:00) Mumbai city Fc (6) vs chennaiyin Fc (11)

Thursday April 24 (16:30) NorthEast United Fc (4) vs 
Mohammedan sporting club (13)

Friday April 24 (20:00) jamshedpur Fc (5) vs hyderabad Fc (12)

Quarter-finalS

QF1 saturday April 26 (16:30) KBFc/EBFc vs 
MBsG/i-League

QF2 saturday April 26 (20:00) FcG/i-League 
vs OFc/PFc

QF3 sunday April 27 (16:30) BFc/i-League 
vs McFc/cFc

QF4  sunday April 27 (20:00) NEUFc/Msc vs 
jFc/hFc

Semi-finalS

sF1 Wednesday  April 30 (16:30) Winner QF1 vs 
Winner QF2

sF2 Wednesday April 30 (20:00)  Winner QF3 vs 
Winner QF4

final

saturday    May 3 (Time TBc) - Winner sF1 vs Winner sF2

Venue: Kalinga stadium, Bhubaneswar. 

The UEFA Champions 
League is entering its final 
stages, with the quarter-fi-
nals set to begin on Wednes-
day, with more drama and 
action on the cards in what 
has been an extraordinary 
tournament so far, full of 
surprises and excitement.

In one fixture, defending 
champions Real Madrid 
will face off against an inju-

ry-depleted Arsenal, while 
Bayern Munich will take on 
Inter Milan in the other.

In the first match, Real 
Madrid will be hunting for 
another victory against an 
Arsenal side that has been 
ravaged by injuries. Mikel 
Arteta faces a major di-
lemma as key players Ben 
White, Riccardo Calafiori, 
Gabriel Magalhaes, and 
Jurrien Timber have all been 
sidelined.

While Bukayo Saka’s re-

turn is a boost for the Gun-
ners, facing a team like Real 
Madrid without their full-
strength squad will be a 
monumental challenge. Real 
Madrid enters the match in 
high spirits, with recent vic-
tories in both La Liga and 
the Copa del Rey. All eyes 
will be on Kylian Mbappe, 
who is increasingly being 
viewed as a future legend at 
the club, drawing compari-
sons to Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
time there.

Quarter-final showdowns: Madrid 
vs Arsenal, Bayern vs Inter
tDG netWOrK
new Delhi 

 RCB outclassed MI in a high-octane IPL clash, clinching victory by 12 runs.

Royal challengers Bengaluru’s Virat Kohli and Devdutt Padikkal celebrate their partnership 
during the match against Mumbai indians in the indian Premier League 2025, at Wankhede 
stadium in Mumbai on Monday. ANi
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