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PUNJAB KINGS THRASH
RCB BY 5 WICKETS

WILL RESIGN IF REPORT
RULED UNCONSTITUTIONAL:
JAGDAMBIKA PAL

US AND UKRAINE INK PACT
ON RECONSTRUCTION,
CRITICAL MINERALS
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FASTag not
coming to
end: Centre

NEW DELHI: The Cen-
tral government has clari-
fied that the satellite-based
tolling system will not be
launched from May 1, 2025,
in replacement of the exist-
ing FASTag-based toll col-
lection system. The clarifi-
cation comes after reports
emerged stating satellite-
based toll systems will re-
place FASTag toll collection
starting in May.
DETAILSEP7

Govt clears
the air on
GST on UPI

NEW DELHI: The claims
that the government is con-
sidering levying Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on UPI
transactions over Rs 2,000
are completely false, mis-
leading, and without any
basis, said the Ministry of Fi-
nance in a statement Friday.
Currently, there is no such
proposal before the govern-
ment, the Finance Ministry

clarified.
DETAILSEP7

GANGSTER-TERRORIST
OF PUNJAB HELD IN US

M HappyPassiahadlinkswith ISI and Babbar Khalsa

AGENCIES
NEW YORK/CHANDIGARH

angster-turned-
terrorist Harpreet
Singh alias Happy

Passia, wanted in connection
with multiple terror attacks
across Punjab and who is
alleged to have collaborated
with Pakistan’s ISTand Kha-
listani group BKI, has been
arrested in the US, officials
said Friday.

Passia alias Jora, who had
illegally entered the US, was
arrested by the FBI and US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s Enforcement
and Removal Operations in
Sacramento, the US federal
law enforcement agency
said.

Punjab Police chief Gaurav
Yadav said the arrest is a
“major milestone in the suc-
cess of war against terror”,
adding the matter has been
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PASSIA'S TERROR HISTORY

B GANGSTER-
TURNED-TERRORIST:
Harpreet Singh, alias
Happy Passia, tran-
sitioned from a life of
crime as a gangster to
alleged involvement in
terrorism.

B LINKEDTO 14
TERROR ATTACKS: He
is accused of orchestrat-
ing a significant number
of terrorist attacks, spe-
cifically 14, in the state of
Punjab, India.

B APPREHENDED BY
FBI IN US: After fleeing
India, Passia was arrest-
ed in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) and Enforcement
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and Removal Opera-
tions.

B |[LLEGAL ENTRY
AND EVASION: The FBI
reported that Passia
had illegally entered the
United States and was
actively using burner
phones in an attempt
to evade capture by au-

PM Modi, Musk discuss tech tie-up

Vaishnaw showcases
Al server completely
designed by India

PM Modi and Elon Musk share a candid moment at Blair House,

in Washington. File photo

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Elon Musk,
world’s richest person with
a strong influence in the US
administration, on Friday as
they discussed the immense
potential for collaboration in
areas of technology and in-
novation.

Modi said on X after
speaking to Musk, whose
business empire includes
Tesla and SpaceX, that they
discussed various issues.

PM Modi expressed In-
dia’s commitment to ad-
vancing India’s partnership
with the US in these do-
mains. PM Modi said that

they held talks on various
issues, including the topics
they covered during their
meeting in the US in Febru-
ary this year.

In a post on X, PM Modi
stated, “Spoke to @elon-
musk and talked about
variousissues, including the
topics we covered during
our meeting in Washing-
ton DC earlier this year. We
discussed the immense po-
tential for collaboration in
the areas of technology and
innovation. India remains
committed to advancing our
partnerships with the US in
these domains.”

Earlier in February, Elon
Musk called on PM Modi at

B P3

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Electron-
ics and Information Tech-
nology Ashwini Vaishnaw
showcased India’s first fully
designed Al server, devel-
oped by VVDN Technolo-
gies.

“India’s Al server... Adip-
oli’ at VVDN Technologies,”
the Minister posted on X.

Vaishnaw highlighted that
the Al server is equipped
with 8 GPUs and was com-
pletely designed in India,
underlining the country’s
growing strength in ad-
vanced electronics and arti-
ficial intelligence.

He praised the efforts of
VVDN Technologies and
called the launch a major
step forward for the “Make
in India” initiative.

The minister also noted
that Indian-made electron-
ic products are becoming
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Devotees re-enact the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ to
commemorate his death on the annual Good Friday, at
St. Joseph Cathedral Church in Lucknow on Friday. ani
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increasingly reliable and
globally competitive. He
emphasised that India’s fo-
cus on protecting intellectual
property rights is gaining
recognition in international
markets, boosting investor
confidence and encouraging
innovation in the country.

Speaking at VVDN Tech-
nologies’ Global Innovation
Park in Manesar, where he
inaugurated a new SMT
(Surface Mount Technology)
Line, the Minister highlight-
ed the rapid strides made
under the government’s
‘Make in India’ initiative.

y .

thorities.

B LINKS WITH GLOB-
AL TERROR GROUPS:
According to the
FBI, Happy Passia has
established links with
at least two interna-
tional terrorist organi-

zations.
B P3

India dismisses with
disdain Dhaka’s remark
on Bengal violence

Guv meets riot-hit

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

India on Friday rejected
remarks by Bangladeshi of-
ficials on violence in West
Bengal and asked Dhaka
to focus on protecting the
rights of its minorities in-
stead of indulging in “virtue
signalling”.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said the
rhetoric was a disingenuous
attempt at drawing parallels
between Bangladesh and
India, where the perpetra-
tors of criminal acts roam
free.

“We reject the remarks
made by the Bangladesh
side with regard to the inci-
dents in West Bengal. This
is a barely disguised and
disingenuous attempt to
draw a parallel with India’s
concerns over the ongoing
persecution of minorities
in Bangladesh, where the
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West Bengal Governor CV Ananda Bose meets the families
affected by the Murshidabad violence, in Malda on Friday. anI

SUPROTIM MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA

Ignoring West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee’s request, Governor C
V Ananda Bose on Friday
reached Malda to meet the
riot-affected people who fled
their homes following the ri-
ots in Murshidabad during

Saini strikes a chord with

Kiloi, Hoo

Over100 women
collect milk from
householdsand
offer the same
tothe CM

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

During his visit to former
Chief Minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda’s stronghold
in Kiloi of Rohtak, the Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
pledged to pay off the debts
of the people of the state for
electing the BJP for the third
consecutive term.

Addressing a gathering
of 101 women who offered
him milk, the chief minister
said the state government
will take the responsibility
of repaying the debts of the
people of Haryana.

“Today, in Kiloi village, the
mothers collected milk from
several households and fed
it to their son—that is, me. I
wholeheartedly thank the

7 *.J

Over 100 women collected milk from households and offered
the same to the CM Saini for drinking.

mothers for their love and
blessings. I will repay the
debt of this milk; I will ded-
icate my entire life to serv-
ing you,” the chief minister
shared a post with a photo
of the women offering him
a bucket of milk on his ac-
count X.

“This is our culture,” the
chief minister said, empha-
sizing the nurturing and
selfless role of mothers in
society. .

Striking a chord with the
people of Rohtak, the chief

Gita inscribed on UNESCO’s
Memory of World Register

Bharat Muni’s
Natyashastra
alsoincluded

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Manuscripts of Bhagavad
Gita and Bharat Muni’s
Natyashastra are among 74
new documentary heritage
collections that have been
added to UNESCO’s Mem-
ory of the World Register.
Entries on scientific revo-
lution, women’s contribu-
tion to history and major
milestones of multilateral-

ism from 72 countries and
four international organ-
isations are included in
the register, according to
UNESCO.

The register consists of
books, manuscripts, maps,
photographs, sound or
video recordings as a docu-
mentary heritage of hu-
manity.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday expressed
his pride as the Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita and Bharat
Muni’s Natyashastra were
inscribed in UNESCO’s
Memory of the World Reg-
ister.

According to a release by
UNESCO on Thursday, a
total of 74 new entries were
made in UNESCO’s Mem-
ory of the World Register,
bringing the total number
of inscribed collections to
570.

Taking to the social me-
dia platform X, Prime Min-
ister Modi said that the in-
clusion of both scriptures
was a global recognition of
“timeless wisdom and rich
culture.”

“A proud moment for
every Indian across the
world! The inclusion of the
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minister also shared an-
other picture with elderly
people with a caption, “Pic-
tures become truly price-
less when a mother is by
your side. When the elders’
blessings rest upon your
head and your companions
stand firmly with you. Ev-
ery single moment spent in
Kiloi village of Rohtak was
truly special moments I will
always cherish and remem-

ber”,
During his visit Saini also
B P3

anti-Waqf Bill protests.

A team of the National Hu-
man Rights Commission
(NHRC) also met the victims
of the violence. Hundreds of
people from Murshidabad
are housed in makeshift re-
lief camps, including the Par
Lalpur High School camp
in Baishnabnagar in Malda.

Stalin’s
vitriolic
attack on
Shah

AGENCIES
TIRUVALLUR (TN])

Chief Minister M K Stalin
on Friday slammed Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
for accusing the DMK re-
gime of using issues such
as NEET and delimitation
as diversionary tactic and
challenged him to give “clear
answers” to prove his point.

He also said: “Do you be-
lieve you can win by intimi-
dating a few here and by
forming alliances? Bring all
your allies, we are ready for
afight...Not Amit Shah — no
other “Shah” can rule here.
This is Tamil Nadu. As long
as Muthuvel Karunanidhi
Stalin is here, your plans
will not succeed,” the CM
said.

Stalin, addressing a gov-
ernment event at Ponneri
near here, detailed a string
of welfare schemes of the
state government includ-

B P3

Heavy rains batter
Haryana, disrupts

<.J

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Heavy rain along with
strong winds hit many
parts of Haryana on Friday
evening, disrupting wheat
procurement work in sev-
eral mandis and purchase
centres across the state.
Due to the rain and slow
lifting of wheat, lakhs of
quintals of already pro-
cured grain got wet in the
mandis. This has caused
major concern for ahrityas
(commission agents) and
government officials in-

ifting of wheat

volved in the procurement
process.

Districts like Panchkula,
Yamunanagar, Ambala,
Kaithal, Kurukshetra,
Karnal, Rohtak, Jind, and
Fatehabad received heavy
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WILL RESIGN IF WAQF JPC REPORT RULED
UNCONSTITUTIONAL: JAGDAMBIKA PAL

BJP leader and JPC panel chief Bill slams the Opposition for misleading people

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

haratiya Janata Party
Bleader and Chair-

man of the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee on
the Waq(f Bill, Jagdambika
Pal said on Friday that he
would resign from his post
if it is found out that the
report made by the Joint
Parliamentary Committee
is unconstitutional.

“I have said before too that
if the report made by us is
unconstitutional or inter-
feres with religious freedom
then I will resign,” Jagdam-
bika Pal said.

He further attacked the
Opposition parties and spe-
cifically Congress for “mis-
leading” people by claim-
ing that the amendments
are an attack on religious
freedoms, saying that the
law actually helps poor and
Pasmanda muslims.

“The parliament has
passed the law after more
than 12 hours of debate, and
after the assent of the Presi-
dent it has become law of the
land. The Supreme Court
has the right to interpret it,
and there have been some
petitions calling the law as
unconstitutional, or an at-
tack on religious freedom,

or that the land will be taken
away. They say outside that
it is unconstitutional an at-
tack on religious freedom,
but in the court they just
raise these issues (of Waqf
by users, non-Muslim mem-
bers). The Supreme Court
heard them, they did not
stop the implementation but
just gave the government 7
days to reply to that. There
are 73 petitions, and the
Supreme Court has asked
both sides to appoint five
lawyers,” the BJP MP said.

He also said that it has
been established in law
that Waqgf boards across the
country are not a religious
body, but rather a statutory
body which is meant to just
take care of Waqf proper-
ties.

“All the decisions till now
have said that it is a not a
religious body, but an ex-
ecutive body, a statutory
body which just takes care
of properties. On the dis-
pute over properties, above
the District Magistrate, the
decision on cases will be
taken by Secretary or Com-
missioner rank but the same
question has been raised
by Sibal and others,” Pal
added.

He said that the objections
raised by petitioners against
the Waqf mainly raise the
issue of provisions regard-
ing ‘Wagqf by user’ and the
inclusion of non-Muslim
members have already
been addressed by the Joint
Parliamentary Committee
which was formed to review

SC HAS RIGHT TO INTERPRET IT’

after more than 12 hours of debate, and
after the assent of the President it has
become law of the land,” he said.

| MThe Supreme Court has the right to
interpret it, and there have been some
petitions calling the law as unconstitu-
tional, or an attack on religious free-
dom, or that the land will be taken away.

the bill.

Notably, the Centre had
assured the Supreme Court
during the hearing held on
April 17 that they will not
be denotifying any “Wagqf-
by-user’ provision and not
include any non-muslim
members in the Board. The
assurance comes a day af-
ter the top court said they
will consider staying those
parts of the law. “The Par-
liamentary Committee has
addressed the issues of what
will be the role of the DM,
why non-muslim members
should be allowed, this is
because Waqgf Board isnot a
religious body, it is for tak-
ing care of Waqf properties
in the country, under the
Wagf Act, this decision that
thisis a statutory body not a

Kharge to chair crucial meet to discuss future
action amid ED chargesheet against Sonia, Rahul

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

With the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) naming Con-
gress Parliamentary Party
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi
and Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
dhi in alleged National Her-
ald money laundering case,
the grand old party is all set
to hold a crucial meeting on
Saturday to discuss the future
course of action against the
BJP-led NDA government at
the Centre.

The Congress had held
nationwide protest at the fi-
nancial probe agency offices
across the country, a day after
the ED announced that Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi

has been named as accused
number one and two in theal-
leged money laundering case.

Besides them, the ED has
also named Indian Overseas
Congress chairman Sam
Pitorda, Suman Dubey and
two other companies among
others in the case. The pros-
ecution complaint, which is
equivalent to the chargesheet

was filed on April 9 before the
Rouse Avenue Court here.

The action comes days af-
ter the ED also announced
that it has attached proper-
ties worth more than Rs 660
crore of National Herald in
Delhi, Mumbai, Lucknow.

According to Congress
sources, party chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge has called
the meeting of all the general
secretaries, state incharges
and the frontal organisation
head at new party headquar-
ters Indira Bhawan here on
Saturday at 4 pm.

The sources indicated that
during the meeting chaired
by Kharge, party will con-
demn the action of the cen-
tral financial probe agency
and also discuss the party’s

future course of action.

The party will also highlight
the role of National Herald
during the independence
movement as well as its asso-
ciation with the party since
then. The source also indi-
cated that the party will high-
light that how Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi were ques-
tioned by the ED, which is a
clear political vendetta by the
NDA led central government.
The source also said that with
Rahul Gandhi already left for
his US visit, the party will
discuss how to hold protest
across the country and high-
light how the BJP was target-
ing the Gandhi family.

The party on April 16, had
held nationwide protest at ED
offices against the ED action.

religion body has been taken
in Rajasthan and otherwise
too. There was a decision by
Supreme Court in 2010, and
then in Delhi, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu similar things
have happened,” Jagdam-
bika Pal said.

Speaking on the provision
of Waqf-by-user, he assured
the people that the intent of
the law is not to take away
properties and that any
properties which is being
used for its purposes, and
namaz is being read on will
not be removed as Waqf.

“On the Waqf by user, the
amendment has been made
prospective, ending the ret-
rospective. If namaz is being
read in masjid, kabristan or
other places then that place
will remain Wagqf. The op-
position is political, Con-
gress is misleading the peo-
ple... It is the law of the land
and it is in favour of poor
Pasmanda Muslims,” he
said. Several petitions were
filed in the apex court chal-
lenging the Act, contending
that it was discriminatory
towards the Muslim com-
munity and violated their
fundamental rights.

However, certain petitions
have been filed defending
the act too.

Six-member
SIT to probe
Varanasi
gang-rape

TDG NETWORK
VARANASI

A six-member Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) has been
formed headed by a Deputy
Commissioner of Police
rank officer to probe the
alleged Varanasi gang rape
case, a police officer said
Varanasi Commissioner
of Police, Mohit Agrawal
said, “On 6th April, an FIR
was registered in which a
19-year-old woman alleged
that anumber of her friends
raped her at separate loca-
tions on separate dates. The
woman had accused a total
of 23 people. In this case, 14
people were arrested.

House panel on Income-Tax B]ll seeks expert suggestions

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha Select Com-
mittee which is reviewing
the Income-Tax Bill, 2025, on
Thursday called for sugges-
tions and views from experts,
industry associations, organ-
isations, and other stakehold-
erson the proposed legislation
The committee, chaired by
BJP Lok Sabha MP Baijayant
Panda, has requested inter-
ested parties to submit their
memoranda or suggestions
on the proposed bill.
According to the release, sug-

gestions should be submitted
in English or Hindi, with two
copies sent to the Director
(CF&S CITB) at the Lok Sabha
Secretariat, Room No. 133A.
The committee has also set a
two-week deadline for the re-
ceipt of the suggestions.

In the July 2024 Budget,
the government proposed a
comprehensive review of the
Income-tax Act of 1961. The
purpose was to make the Act
concise and lucid and reduce
disputes and litigation.
Earlier on March 18, the
government encouraged the
stakeholders to submit their

suggestions on the newly
introduced Income Tax Bill
2025. The Bill is currently un-
der examination by the Select

Lay down arms, join mainstream
as soon as possible: Shah to Naxals

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday asked Nax-
als to surrender as soon as
possible and join the main-
stream, saying the govern-
ment is determined to end
Naxalism before March 31,
2026.

“Cobra Commandos and
Chhattisgarh Police have
arrested 22 Naxalites with
modern weapons and ex-
plosive materials in vari-
ous operations in Bijapur
district of Chhattisgarh.
Also, 11 Naxalites have sur-

F

rendered in Badesetti Pan-
chayat of Sukma, due to
which this Panchayat has
become completely Naxal-
free,” Amit Shah posted on

X.

“I appeal to the Naxalites
to lay down their arms as
soon as possible and join
the mainstream by adopt-
ing the surrender policy of
the Modi government. We
are determined to free the
country from the scourge of
Naxalism before March 31,
2026,” he added.

Meanwhile, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai said that every possible
effort will be made as per
rules for the rehabilitation
of the surrendered Nax-
alites.

Committee for detailed con-
sideration.

Meanwhile, on March 25,
Union Finance and Corporate
Affairs Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman said that the new In-
come Tax Bill will be taken up
for discussion in the monsoon
session of Parliament.
Finance Minister Sithara-
man spoke extensively about
the Finance Bill in the Parlia-
ment, adding that the Finance
Bill 2025 gives unprecedented
tax relief to honour taxpayers.
This new Income Tax Bill,
tabled in Lok Sabha by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman on February 13
this year, seeks to replace the
existing Income Tax Act, 1961
and introduce changes that
affect different categories of
taxpayers, including individu-
als, businesses, and non-profit
organisations.

Replying to the questions
on Finance Bill 2025 in the
Parliament, Sitharaman
underscored the Union gov-
ernment’s commitment to
providing tax certainty and
streamlining business regu-
lations as part of the broader
vision to build a Viksit Bharat
by 2047.

‘Saddened, surprised’: Sibal
on VP’s remarks on Jud1c1ary

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Senior advocate and Rajya
Sabha MP Kapil Sibal on
Friday criticised Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar’s re-
cent statement, expressing
sadness and surprise over
Dhankhar’s comments on
the judiciary.

Sibal emphasised the ju-
diciary’s trusted position
in the country and accused
the government of criticis-
ing the judiciary when it
doesn’t favour them.

“I was saddened and
surprised to see Jagdeep
Dhakhar’s statement. If
any institution is trusted
throughout the country in
today’s time, it is the judicia-
ry. When some government
people do not like the deci-
sions of the judiciary, they
start accusing it of crossing
its limits. And when they
like the decisions, they tell
the opposition: “This was
the decision of the Supreme
Court, no one should ques-
tion it on Article 370.
Similarly, when there are
questions on the Ram Jan-

mabhoomi judgment, they
say, ‘This was the decision
of the Supreme Court.,” said
Sibal.

He added, “And if recently
a judgment came from Jus-
tice Jamshed Burjor Pardi-
wala related to a party, they
say, ‘How can the Supreme
Court do this? They say that
if you don’t like a judgment,
if it’s not in line with your
thinking, then it’s wrong,
and if it aligns with your
thinking, it’s right.”

Sibal highlighted the Su-
preme Court’s power under
Article 142 to provide com-
plete justice, questioning
whether Dhankhar is aware

of this constitutional provi-
sion. “I believe it’s inappro-
priate to say such a thing
regarding a constitutional
functionary. I have great
respect for them, but when
you say that Article 142 is
‘nuclear missile material,’
how can you say that? Does
he know that the Constitu-
tion has given the right of
Article 142 to the Supreme
Court to give complete jus-
tice?” said Sibal.Sibal clari-
fied that the President acts
on the advice of the Cabinet
and has no personal author-
ity, describing the President
as a “titular head.”

“The President of India
is a titular head. When the
President performs their
functions, they do so ac-
cording to the advice of the
Cabinet. The President acts
on aid and the advice of the
Council of Ministers, and
similarly, the Governor of
the State acts on the advice
of the Council of Ministers
in the State,” said Sibal.

He added, “If a bill is
passed, it goes to the Gov-
ernor.

VHP chief demands NIA probe
into Murshidabad violence

ABHINANDAN MISHRA
NEW DELHI

The International President
of the Vishva Hindu Pari-
shad and Senior Advocate
Alok Kumar has expressed
concern today over mur-
ders, riots, arson, violence,
looting, and large-scale mi-
gration incidents that took
place in Murshidabad, West
Bengal.

He stated that while pro-
tests occur nationwide, why
are violence and attacks on
Hindus happening on such
alarge scale only in Bengal?

While demanding a
probe by the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA)
into the entire incident in
Murshidabad, Kumar said
that organisation was be-
ing prevented from coming
forward to assist the Hindu
community forced to live in
relief camps in Malda.

Addressing a press con-

ference at Bhasha Bhavan
in Alipur, Kolkata, the VHP
president claimed that Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
had chosen to remain silent
on these attacks which he al-
leged targetted one specific
community.

“She claims that these at-
tacks were premeditated
with the involvement of for-
eign Bangladeshis and that
this issue is international,
but still, why does she not
demand an investigation
by the NIA into the inci-
dent? We believe that jus-
tice should be provided to
the victimized Hindus and
severe punishment to the
attacking jihadists.

Those whose property
has been looted, burned, or
vandalized should be com-
pensated immediately, and
Hindus in the state, should
be ensured safety and se-
curity,” Kumar said while

alleging that killings in the
name of these protests have
become a trend in Bengalin
recent years.

“This cannot happen
without the government’s
indifference and the di-
rect or indirect support of
the ruling party to such
extremist and anti-social
elements. Therefore, there
should also be an investi-
gation into why protestors,
regardless of the issue, spe-
cifically target Hindus”, he
said.

He said that many such
victims’ families are be-
ing forcibly sent back to
Murshidabad by the state
Government, to hide its
own shortcomings. While
the families are saying that
their lives are in danger un-
less there is a strong securi-
ty arrangement by the cen-
tral security forces there,
they will not go there .

Cong to connect with deprived
sections ahead of Bihar polls

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Ahead of Bihar Assembly elec-
tions slated later this year, the
Congress on Friday launched
the ‘Samvidhan Leadership
Programme’, with party leader
Rahul Gandhi urging people
to unite and participate in it to
ensure social justice and equal
participation of the deprived
sections.

Gandbhi said justice will re-
main incomplete unless the
real share and participation of
the deprived classes is ensured.

“If you are a woman, Dalit,

Mahadalit, OBC, EWS, Pas-
manda, Minority community,
or lead any of these communi-
ties, join our ‘Samvidhan Lead-
ership Programme’,” he said in
apostonX.

“Come together to strength-
en your fight to protect your
rights, social justice through
caste census, and your partici-
pation.

“It is time to unite and raise
our voice strongly,” Gandhi
said while using the hashtag
“#WhiteTshirtMovement”.

According to the pro-
gramme’s website, individuals
will work as community or-

ganisers and mobilisers in their
respective areas and districts of
Bihar. “They will proudly wear
white T-shirts and be at the
forefront — organising, edu-
cating and leading the move-
ment. They will ensure that
the dignity, rights and voices
of the oppressed communi-
ties are not just heard — they
are voiced loud and clear,” the
programme says.

This program is a platform to
organize and develop leader-
ship capacity of people com-
mitted to social justice and con-
stitutional values, according to
the party.

Four decades after Rakesh Sharma’s flight,
another Indian set for space odyssey next month

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Indian astronaut Shub-
hanshu Shukla is set to
travel to the International
Space Station next month as
part of an Axiom-4 mission,
four decades after Rakesh
Sharma’s iconic spaceflight
onboard Russia’s Soyuz
spacecraft, Union Minister
Jitendra Singh said on Fri-
day.

Singh made the remarks
after reviewing the work of
the Department of Space
and the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)

here.

“Group Captain Shukla’s
journey is more than just a
flight - it’s a signal that In-
dia is stepping boldly into
anew era of space explora-
tion,” Singh said.

ISRO Chairman V Nara-
yanan made a presentation
on various upcoming space
missions.

ISRO is set to launch the
NISAR satellite - developed
jointly with NASA - in June
on board the GSLV-Mark 2
rocket, Singh said, add-
ing that in July the space
agency will put in orbit
BlueBird Block-2 satellites

of US-based AST SpaceMo-
bile Inc. using the heavy-lift
LVM-3 rocket.

Singh said Group Captain
Shukla’s mission, scheduled
for May, marks a milestone

in India’s expanding inter-
national space collabora-
tions.

A decorated test pilot
with the Indian Air Force,
Group Captain Shukla was
shortlisted under ISRO’s
Human Spaceflight Pro-
gram and is among the top
contenders for the Gagan-
yaan mission.

His journey aboard the
Axiom-4 mission is expect-
ed to provide critical hands-
on experience in spaceflight
operations, launch proto-
cols, microgravity adapta-
tion, and emergency pre-
paredness - all essential for

India’s crewed space ambi-
tions, an official statement
said. “What sets Shukla’s
mission apart is its strate-
gic importance. Unlike the
symbolic undertones of
India’s first human space-
flight, this time the focus
is on operational readiness
and global integration,” it
said. The statement said
Shukla’s participation un-
derscores India’s growing
engagement with public-
private international part-
nerships in space and its re-
solve to emerge as a serious
contender in human space
exploration.
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67% believe Hindus are facing targeted attacks from
Bengal to Delhi
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64% believe Banerijee is afraid of President’s
Rule being imposed in Bengal

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee
urged Governor CV. Ananda Bose
to postpone his visit to riot-hit
Murshidabad, where three died in

01.»>

Why is Mamata Banerjee
stopping the Governor from
going to violence-affected
areas in Bengal?
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communal clashes over the Waqf
Amendment Act. Citing ongoing
confidence-building efforts and a
stabilising situation, she requested

non-locals to stay away. Banerjee
said she’s avoiding a visit to pre-
vent political one-upmanship amid
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Is Mamata Banerijee afraid
that President’s Rule might
be imposed in West Bengal?
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Is the ongoing violence
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Mamata’s government, and
should she resign?

A 17-year-old boy named Kunal
was fatally stabbed in Delhi’s
Seelampur on Thursday evening.
He was taken to JPC Hospital but

Are Hindus scared in Delhi ~ **
after posters of Hindu families 25%

migrating following a minor’s

murder in Seelampur? o
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died during treatment.
The incident sparked protests
by locals and the victim’s family,

justice. Police have registered a
case and increased deployment
in the area to maintain law and

who blocked a road demanding order.
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Should the Yogi model be adopted to curb
the spread of this violence in the country?
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India dismisses Dhaka’s remarks

CONTINUED FROM P1

criminal perpetrators of
such acts continue to roam
free,” Jaiswal said.

“Instead of making unwar-
ranted comments and in-
dulging in virtue signalling,
Bangladesh would do better
to focus on protecting the
rights of its own minorities,”
MEA stated in a post on X.

Earlier, Bangladesh’s inter-

im government vehemently
denied any involvement
in the communal violence
that recently erupted in
Murshidabad, Bangladesh-

based Daily Observer stated
on Thursday.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, Shafiqul Alam, the
press secretary to Chief Ad-
viser Muhammad Yunus,
expressed condemnation
over the attacks on Muslims,
which resulted in significant
loss of life and property, urg-
ing the Indian government
and West Bengal authori-
ties to take necessary steps
to ensure the safety and
protection of the minority
Muslim population.

The controversy erupted
after reports surfaced sug-

gesting that an initial investi-
gation into the Murshidabad
violence by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) had
pointed to the involvement
of alleged Bangladeshi mis-
creants.

Meanwhile, a team of the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) ar-
rived in West Bengal’s
Malda on Friday. The team
is scheduled to visit the
violence-hit areas of Mur-
shidabad and Malda follow-
ing protests over the Waqf
Amendment Act in the state
earlier in the month.

Guv meets riot-hit people in Malda

CONTINUED FROM P1

The victims who crossed the Hooghly in
boats to take shelter in the neighbouring

district.

In Baishnabnagar, where the Governor was
scheduled to meet the people who had taken
refuge in a relief camp run in a local school,
the police put up barricades to prevent the
media and the victims from interacting with
the Governor and also with the NHRC team,
leading to protests and mild lathicharges.

The victims alleged that the police wanted
to prevent them from speaking freely to
the NHRC team and the Governor. They
added that the police was exerting pressure
on them to return to their homes in Mur-
shidabad so that the relief camp could be

dismantled expeditiously.

Faced with a huge police force wield-

ing lathis and putting up barricades, local

women led the protests.
Earlier in the day, in a surprise move, the

Governor boarded a passenger train from

Sealdah to reach Malda Town. Raj Bhavan
sources said that the decision was taken
following inputs that the Governor’s con-
voy could be obstructed in different spots
if it proceeded by road. Yesterday, Mamata
Banerjee asking the Governor not to visit the
riot-affected people of Murshidabad who
have taken shelter in adjoining Malda district

After reaching Malda, the Governor went
to the Circuit House. From there, he visited
the locations where people impacted by the
violence had taken refuge. Following his
inspection in Malda, Governor Bose will be

travelling to Murshidabad to assess the situ-

ation in that district as well.

UNESCO honour for Gita

CONTINUED FROM P1

Gita and Natyashastra in
UNESCO’s Memory of the
World Register is a global
recognition of our timeless
wisdom and rich culture.
The Gita and Natyashastra
have nurtured civilisation
and consciousness for cen-
turies. Their insights con-
tinue to inspire the world,”
PM Modi said.

According to UNESCO,
among the newly inscribed
collections, 14 pertain to
scientific documentary
heritage, in addition to

collections related to the
memory of slavery and ar-
chives concerning promi-
nent historical women.

Several collections docu-
ment key moments in in-
ternational cooperation,
including the Geneva Con-
ventions (1864-1949) and
their protocols (1977-2005)
in Switzerland, the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human
Rights (United Nations),
and the 1991 Windhoek
Declaration in Namibia, a
global reference for press
freedom.

Meanwhile, following the

announcement by UNES-
CO for the 74 new entries,
Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO
Director-General, said,
“Documentary heritage is
an essential yet fragile ele-
ment of the memory of the
world. This is why UNES-
CO invests in safeguard-
ing, such as the libraries of
Chinguetti in Mauritania
or the archives of Ama-
dou Hampate Ba in Cote
d’Ivoire, shares best prac-
tices, and maintains this
register that records the
broadest threads of human
history.”

<04.

Are political parties’ Muslim appeasement policies
responsible for the rise in attacks on Hindus?
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Gangster-terrorist of Punjab held in US

CONTINUED FROM P1

taken up with the central
government and efforts are
on to extradite Passia.

He said between 2023-
2025, Passia played a “central
role in orchestrating targeted
killings, grenade attacks on
police establishments, and
extortion across Punjab and
other states”.

“Today, Harpreet Singh, an
alleged terrorist responsible
for terror attacks in Punjab,
India, was arrested by the
#FBI & #ERO in Sacramento.
Linked to two international
terrorist groups, he entered
the US illegally and used
burner phones to evade cap-
ture,” FBI Sacramento said in
a statement on X.

Agents from the FBI's Legal
Attache office in New Delhi
informed Sacramento that
Passi was wanted in con-
nection with multiple ter-
ror attacks across Punjab,
FBI Sacramento said.

“He had been evading
capture by using untrace-
able burner phones and en-
crypted applications. This
case reinforces the impor-
tance of international co-
operation in apprehending
those who threaten global
security,” it said.

Official sources in Punjab
said Passia is wanted for or-
chestrating 16 terror attacks,
including 14 grenade strikes
in the state and is also sus-
pected to have collaborated
with Khalistani terrorist
group Babbar Khalsa Inter-
national (BKI).

In January, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
had announced a cash re-
ward of Rs 5 lakh on Passia
in connection with a hand
grenade attack on a house
in Chandigarh in September
last year.

Passia and Pakistan-based
designated BKI terrorist Har-
winder Singh Sandhu alias
Rinda were among the four

Saini strikes a chord

with Kiloi

inaugurated the 3rd All
India Shiv Kumar Memo-
rial Basketball Tournament,
where he interacted with
players and local residents.
“I was overwhelmed by the
warm welcome extended
by the organizers and the
Gram-Ram family. Spend-

ing time with the players
on the ground was an un-
forgettable experience,” he
told the media persons.

The CM'’s visit to Hoo-
da’s turf is being seen as a
strong political message to
the Congress veteran, who
has dominated the Rohtak
political landscape for de-
cades.

Rain batters Haryana

CONTINUED FROM P1

rainfall. In some areas like Sirsa and Kaithal, strong winds
also caused short circuits that led to fire, damaging stand-

ing crops.

At present, wheat procurement is at its peak, with lakhs
of tonnes arriving in mandis daily. However, ahrityas claim
that the lifting (transporting the wheat to storage) is not
happening fast enough. They also complained that there
were no proper arrangements to protect wheat from rain,
especially at temporary purchase centers.

According to Haryana’s Food and Supplies Department,
37.72 lakh metric tonnes of wheat have been procured so
far, but only 11 lakh metric tonnes have been lifted from the

accused named in a charge
sheet in the case by the NIA.

Punjab Police investiga-
tion had found that Passia
provided the accused with
explosives, weapons and lo-
gistical support through his
local associates.

The September 2024 attack
was intended to target a re-
tired Punjab Police officer,
who the assailants believed
to be the occupant of the
house in Sector 10, Chan-
digarh.

A total of 33 FIRs have
been registered at different
police stations and 10 look
out circulars have been is-
sued against Passia, accord-
ing to a dossier prepared by
Punjab Police.

Hailing from village Pashia
in Amritsar district, Passia
had left for Dubai in April
2018 and returned to India
in February 2019. He went to
London in October in 2020
and thereafter moved to the
US.

Passia’s terror history

B WANTED BY INDIAN AUTHORITIES: India’s Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) and Punjab Police
had been actively searching for him for months, cul-
minating in a lookout notice being issued.

B MULTIPLE CRIMINAL CHARGES IN INDIA: Pas-
sia is wanted in India for a substantial 17 criminal
cases, facing charges under stringent laws like
UAPA, the Narcotics Act, and the Arms Act.

B ASSOCIATION WITH PAKISTAN-BASED TER-
ROR ELEMENTS: He is a known close associate of
Harvinder Singh Sandhu alias Rinda, a Pakistan-
based gangster who also became involved in terror-
ism, with suspected ties to Pakistan’s ISI and BKI.
B INVOLVEMENT IN CHANDIGARH GRENADE AT-
TACK: The NIA had placed a bounty on Passia for
his alleged involvement in a hand grenade attack
in Chandigarh, and he was even chargesheeted in

this specific case.

B EXTRADITION POSSIBLE: With his arrest in the
US, there is a possibility that Indian authorities will
seek his extradition to face trial for the numerous
serious charges against him.

Stalin’s vitriolic attack
on Amit Shah

CONTINUED FROM P1

ing the Rs 1,000 monthly
assistance for women. He
referred to the introduction
of two Bills by him days
ago in the state assembly
to nominate persons with
disabilities as members in
all local bodies. He said the
voices of more than 15,000
differently-abled persons
would soon echo in the civic
bodies across Tamil Nadu.
In view of many such ini-
tiatives, the chief minister
said, under the DMK re-
gime, self-confidence has
grown and the state has
also got developed. “Some
are unable to tolerate this.
They could not find any
fault with the government
and hence, they are spread-
ing defamatory allegations,”
he said adding, be it law and
order, governance or any

other indices, the state is a
top performer. However,
some opposition parties,
rather than functioning as
responsible opposition, be-
haved like parties opposed
to Tamil Nadu state itself.

“What is their idea? They
intend mortgaging Tamil
Nadu by associating with
a crowd that betrays Tamil
Nadu and the Tamil people
and this is the only thought
of those opportunists,” the
chief minister said appar-
ently targeting the BJP and
ATIADMK, without naming
them.

Be it opposition to the
NEET, 3-language policy,
the Waqgf amendment and
mobilising states over de-
limitation, it is the DMK
that continued to be staunch
at the national level and his
party is the “all India face of
championing states’ rights.”

PM Modi,
Musk discuss
tech tie-up

CONTINUED FROM P1

Blair House in Washington,
DC. During the meeting, PM
Modi and Musk discussed
strengthening collaboration
between entities of India
and the US in innovation,
space exploration, artificial
intelligence, and sustainable
development.

PM Modi and Elon Musk
also spoke about opportuni-
ties to deepen cooperation
in emerging technologies,
entrepreneurship and good
governance. Musk, who
heads the US Department
of Government Efficiency
(DOGE), was accompanied
by three of his children.

In a statement, the MEA
said PM and Musk dis-
cussed strengthening col-
laboration between Indian
and US entities.
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KARNATAKA FIRM ON ENACTING ROHITH
VEMULA ACT, SAYS SIDDARAMAIAH

The CM this will be a step towards realising Dr BR Ambedkar's India

RAHUL WRITES TO CM

TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

fter Lok Sabha
Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gan-

dhi's requested to enact the
Rohith Vemula Act in Kar-
nataka, Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah said that the state
government stands firm in
its resolve to enact the Act in
the state and will bring the
legislation at the earliest.

"I thank Rahul Gandhi for
his heartfelt letter and un-
wavering commitment to so-
cial justice. Our Government
stands firm in its resolve to
enact the Rohith Vemula Act
in Karnataka -- to ensure no
student faces discrimination
based on caste, class, or reli-
gion. We will bring this leg-
islation at the earliest to hon-
our the dreams of Rohith,
Payal, Darshan, and count-
less others who deserved
dignity, not exclusion," the

B Earlier today, Rahul Gandhi wrote to Siddara-
maiah, urging the state government to enact the
Rohith Vemula Act to ensure that no one faces
caste-based discrimination in the education sys-

tem.

B We will bring this legislation at the earliest to
honour the dreams of Rohith, Payal, Darshan,
and countless others who deserved dignity, not
exclusion,” the Karnataka CM posted on X.

B Rohith Vemula died by suicide in January 2016,

allegedly upset over disciplinary actions taken
against him by Hyderabad Central University, where he was pursuing a PhD.

Karnataka CM posted on X.
"This will be a step towards
realising Dr BR Ambedkar's
vision of an equal, compas-
sionate India," he added.
Earlier today, Rahul Gan-
dhi wrote to Siddaramaiah,
urging the state government
to enact the Rohith Vemula
Actto ensure that no one fac-
es caste-based discrimina-

tion in the education system.

"Recently, I met students
and teachers from Dalit, Adi-
vasi and OBC communities
in Parliament. During the
conversation, they told me
how they face caste-based
discrimination in colleges
and universities. Babasaheb
Ambedkar demonstrated
that education is the prima-

ry means by which even the
most deprived can become
empowered and break the
caste system. But it is very
unfortunate that even after
decades, lakhs of students
are facing caste discrimina-
tion in our education system.
This discrimination has
taken the lives of promising
students like Rohith Vemula,

SC seeks report from HC on non-listing of

plea for stay on Na

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI/NASHIK

E!ﬂi

The Supreme Court has put an in-
terim stay on the Nashik Municipal
Corporation's April 1 demolition
notice to the Hazrat Saatpeer Sayed
Baba dargah in the city, and sought an
explanation from the Bombay High
Court Registrar General as to why a
plea challenging a demolition notice
was not listed for hearing urgently.
A bench of Justices PS Narasimha
and Joymalya Bagchi noted that there
was urgency in the matter as the reli-
gious structure could be demolished.
The apex court, in its April 16 order,
noted that, according to the senior
lawyer representing the Dargah, the
plea was filed before the High Court
on April 7 and had been sought for

listing since April 8.

"We are unable to understand what

ter every day.

violence.

transplred from April 9 t111 today
(April 16). Counsel submits that they
have been attempting to list the mat-

As per the reports, the structure
was razed by a civic squad hours
before the apex court hearing amid

The bench stated that it has taken
"extraordinary measures" in light of
the specific statement made by senior
advocate Navin Pahwa, who was rep-
resenting the Dargah management,
that efforts were made every day
to get the matter listed in the High

Court.

Sh]k Dargah demolition

Thus, it directed the Registrar Gen-
eral of the High Court to send areport
about the listing of the petition and
posted the matter for hearing before
iton April 21.

"We are unsure of the statement
made and that the High Court would
not have listed the case despite re-
peated requests. This is a serious
statement and the counsel shall take

and feel responsibility for the con-

sequences of such a statement," the
bench stated in its order.
While staying the demolition of the

Dargah, the bench said, "In the mean-

KTR welcomes PM's remarks
against tree-felling in Gachibowli

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi's
working president KT Rama
Rao on Friday welcomed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, speaking out against
the tree felling under the
land of Hyderabad Univer-
sity in Kancha Gachibowli,
Telangana.

He said that while the re-
marks are welcomed, this is
also the time to prove that the
BJPis not colluding with the
Congress in Telangana, and
hopes that the PM isn't just
paying lip service.

"I was heartened to hear
your speech about the
destruction of Kancha
Gachibowli Forest by Telan-
gana CM Revanth Reddy.
However, I hope it's not just
lip service. The devastation
in Kancha Gachibowli is not
justagrave environmental ca-
tastrophe, destroying biodi-
versity across over 100 acres,
but also a massive financial
fraud perpetrated by Con-
gress Govt," KTR wrotein a

poston X.

He further alleged that he
has alerted various investi-
gative agencies about alleged
financial fraud of about Rs
10,000 crore involving the
land sale of the land.

"We have already alerted
by writing to investigating
agencies CVC, CBI, SFIO,
SEBI and RBI about the Rs
10,000 crore financial fraud
involving the mortgage of
Kancha Gachibowli land,"
his post read. He further cited
the report by the Supreme
Court's Central Empowered
Committee, which confirmed
the existence of financial
impropriety. "The Supreme
Court's Central Empowered

Committee has confirmed the
existence of a financial im-
propriety and emphasised
the need for a thorough
investigation with central
agencies. As our cities choke,
environmental protection
is paramount. Also equally
important is exposing poli-
ticians like Revanth Reddy,
who brazenly and shame-
lessly bulldoze the systems,"
KTR said. He added, "Turge
the central government to
take this matter seriously and
expedite the investigation.
It's time to prove that
in Telangana, BJP and
Congress aren't collud-
ing, and you, Mr. Prime
Minister, truly care about
environmental protection
and accountability."

Earlier, on April 14, dur-
ing a rally in Haryana, PM
Modi accused the Congress
of destroying jungles with
bulldozers and endangering
animals, in reference to the
recent tree felling that was
stopped by the Supreme
Court.

while, there shall be a stay of notice
dated April 1, 2025, issued by the re-
spondent number 1 - Nashik Munici-
pal Corporation as prayed for."

It also sought a response from the
Nashik Municipal Corporation on
the issue.

Payal Tadvi and Darshan So-
lanki," Rahul Gandhi wrote
ina post on X on Friday.

"Such horrific incidents
cannot be tolerated at any
cost. Now is the time to put
a complete stop to this injus-
tice. T have written a letter to
Siddaramaiah ji requesting
him to implement the Rohith
Vemula Act in Karnataka.
No child of India should have
to face the casteism that Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar, Rohith
Vemula and crores of people
have faced," he added.

In a letter dated April 16,
Rahul Gandhi said, "Here
he describes an incident
during a long bullock cart
journey. There was plenty
of food with us. There was
hunger burning within us;
with all this, we were to sleep
without food; that was be-
cause we could get no water,
and we could get no water
because we were untouch-
ables."

This election is 'dharma
yuddh': BJP ahead of local
body polls in Telangana

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

Union Minister and BJP
leader G Kishan Reddy on
Friday launched a sharp at-
tack on Congress, BRS, and
AIMIM ahead of the Hy-
derabad Local Authorities
Constituency (LAC) elec-
tion, calling their alliance
an attempt to defeat the
BJP and branding AIMIM
leader Asaduddin Owaisi
as the "super boss" of both
Congress and BRS.

He described the election
as a "dharma yuddh" and
expressed confidence that
BJP would win.

" All three parties are mak-
ing efforts to defeat the BJP's
candidate. This is a dharma
yuddh (righteous war), and
the BJP will definitely win
this war. We will go among
the people of Telangana," he
said.

"Election to the Hyderabad
Local Authorities Constitu-

ency (LAC) seat of the Leg-
islative Council will be held
on 23rd April. BJP hasfiled a
nomination for this election,
and AIMIM has also filed a
nomination," Reddy said.
He noted that while BRS
had submitted a nomina-
tion, the Congress party,
currently the ruling party
in the state, had not.
"However, the ruling party,
Congress, which is currently
the opposition party in the
Assembly and has ruled for
ten years in the past, has not
submitted a nomination.
The BRS (Bharat Rashtra
Samithi) party has also filed
anomination," he said.

"Both of these parties
(Congress and BRS) support
the MIM party in ensuring
its victory and defeating the
BJP," he alleged, adding,
"These three parties, under
the leadership of Asadud-
din Owaisi, are essentially
acting in concert, acting like
puppets.”

Reddy further claimed that
Owaisi wields more influ-
ence over these parties than
their official leaders.

"For Congress, Asadud-
din Owaisi is the real boss,
not Rahul Gandhi. For BRS,
not KCR (K. Chandrashekar
Rao) but Owaisi is the boss.
In reality, Owaisi is the
'super boss' of both these
parties in Telangana," he
said.

"These parties dance to his
tune. They act on Owaisi's
signals. Their politics fol-
lows Owaisi's commands,"
Reddy added.

Reddy also linked the alli-
ance to historical events.

Karnataka BJP chief slams govt
over 'unscientific' caste census

TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

Karnataka BJP President
BY Vijayendra on Friday
lambasted the Siddara-
maiah-led Congress govern-
ment over the controversial
caste census, terming it "un-
scientific" and questioning
its legitimacy.

Vijayendra alleged a lack
of clarity from Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah regarding
the census and criticised the
government for proceeding
without a clear mandate.
He also accused the govern-
ment of wasting over Rs 150
crore on the exercise, which
he deemed flawed and un-
reliable.

"First of all, there is no

Maharashtra govt not
taking climate change
seriously: UBT Sena

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena UBT leader Ad-
itya Thackeray on Friday
slammed the Mahayuti gov-
ernment in Maharashtra,
accusing them of "not deal-
ing" with the issue of climate
change seriously and further
"destroying jungles and envi-
ronment", which was crucial
for the arrival of monsoon
season. He said that they were
not against development, but
"destruction.”

"The government is not tak-
ing climate change seriously.
We are not opposed to devel-
opment, but we are commit-
ted to protecting the climate.
We are against the Vinash
(destruction), not against
Vikas (development)," Thac-
keray, former Environment
Minister of Maharashtra,
said while addressing a press
conference.

He criticised the decisions
taken by Maharashtra Chief

Minister Devendra Fadnavis
to clear projects, which would
result in the felling of thou-
sands of trees. Accusing the
state government of "playing
with the future", Thackeray
said that the approval of the
Gargaidam project in Palghar
would result in the felling of
nearly five lakh trees.

"Yesterday, during a meeting
of the State Wildlife Board,
the Chief Minister decided
on many things, which
would result in the felling of
trees in lakhs. Nearly 5 lakh
trees would be cut to build a
dam that will provide Mum-
bai with 450 MLD of water.
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clarity with the CM regard-

ing the caste census. When
the state government did not
have a mandate to do a caste
census, how did they come
to a conclusion?... Many
communities, including
the Jain community and
the backwards classes, are
contradicting the numbers
shown in the report. BJP
has been repeatedly stating

22 Naxals
surrender
in Sukma

TDG NETWORK
SUKMA

Twenty-two Naxals, in-
cluding nine women, sur-
rendered in Chhattisgarh's
Sukma on Friday in the
presence of Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Kiran
Gangaram Chavan.
Following the surrender,
speaking to the media,
Sukma SP Kiran Ganga-
ram Chavan said that the
surrendered Naxalites
would receive all benefits
under the government's
surrender policy.

"The surrendered Nax-
alites hail from Maad
(Chhattisgarh) and Nua-
pada (Odisha) divisions.
The Naxalites will be given
all the benefits provided by
the government. "There are
Naxalites of different ranks
who have surrendered.
Some Naxalites have a
bounty of Rs5 lakhs, while
others have a bounty of Rs8
lakhs," Sukma SP said.

that this census has not been
carried out properly... More
than Rs 150 crore has been
spent. However, when we
discussed this with many
community leaders, they
said that nobody had come
to their houses."
Demanding the rejection
of the report, Vijayendra
suggested that the Siddara-
maiah government might be
attempting to "divide com-
munities" rather than de-
liver justice to backwards
classes. "The Siddaramaiah
government has to reject
this unscientific report...
Maybe the CM is more in-
terested in dividing the com-
munity... I doubt if the CM
isactually serious about giv-
ingjustice to the backwards

class community."

The special cabinet meet-
ing on the Socio-Economic
Survey concluded on
Thursday, and Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah asked ministers to
submit their concerns in
writing. The Karnataka gov-
ernment is likely to convene
another round of cabinet
discussions on the issue.

Karnataka Minister N.
Chaluvaraya Swamy stated
that no decision was taken
in the cabinet meeting,.

"No decision has been tak-
en yet, the subject has been
deferred, and the cabinet
meeting is over today. It will
be discussed once again in
the next Cabinet meeting,"
he Minister said.

SC rejects plea for CBI
probe into death of
Kerala's ADM Babu

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has de-
clined the plea filed by Manju-
sha, wife of Naveen Babu, who
was an Additional District
Magistrate in Kerala, seeking
a CBI probe into his death.

A bench of Justices Sud-
hanshu Dhulia and K Vinod
Chandran refused to interfere
with the Kerala High Court
order, which had declined to
order a CBI investigation into
his death.

A division bench of the
High Court had on March
3 dismissed her plea seek-
ing a CBI probe, observing
that investigations cannot be
transferred to CBI based on
personal feelings of the victim
and there must be reasonable
apprehension based on con-
crete facts.

Babu's wife then ap-
proached the Supreme Court,
which on Thursday dismissed
her plea.

On October 15,2024, Naveen

Babu was found hang-
ing in his official quarters.
PP Divya, a member of the
Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist), which cur-
rently forms the gov-
ernment in Kerala, was
accused of abetting his suicide
by levelling public allegations
of corruption at his farewell.

His wife alleged a homicidal
angle to the incident and
claimed that due to Divya's
political influence, the investi-
gation must be carried out by
an impartial and independent
agency like the CBI or Crime
Branch.

She alleged that Babu was
disturbed before his death by
Divya's remarks at the public
event.

During the hearing in the
apex court, senior advocate
Sunil Fernandes, appear-
ing for Manjusha contended
that Babu had an impeccable
service record of 30 years
and was at the fag end of his
career.

After Kuno in MP, cheetahs set to be mtroduced at Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary

TDG NETWORK
BHOPAL

After Kuno National Park
in Madhya Pradesh's
Sheopur district, Chee-
tahs are planned to be
introduced at Gandhi
Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary
situated on the border of
Mandsaur and Neemuch
districts in the state, Union
Minister Bhupender Yadav
said.

According to the infor-
mation, the work plan
about the shifting of the
Cheetahs has almost been
finalised, and it is likely to
be shifted on April 20.

Union Minister for Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change Bhupender
Yadav, along with Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav,
attended a two-day na-
tional workshop on forest
conservation and climate-

friendly livelihood being
held in Bhopal starting on
Friday. After that, he inter-
acted with the reporters
and said that a discussion
was held about the shift-
ing to Cheetahs during a
meeting of National Tiger
Conservation Author-
ity (NTCA) held on Friday
morning.

"The National Tiger
Conservation Author-
ity (NTCA)'s meeting was

Ve T

held this morning. During
the meeting, the NTCA de-
cided to hold a discussion

on a comprehensive plan
regarding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's decision

made during the National
Wildlife Board meeting.
Also, a discussion was
held to think on the work
plan about Cheetahs to be
introduced in Banni Grass-
lands of Gujarat, Gandhis-
agar sanctuary in Madhya
Pradesh in future," Union
Minister Yadav said.

He further highlighted
that a comprehensive re-
view meeting related to the
Cheetah project would be

held at CM House, where
the shifting of the Cheetah
would be discussed.
"Now, our nation has 58
Tiger reserves, and the
credit for the 58th Tiger
reserve goes to Madhya
Pradesh. It is actually a ti-
ger state, and the Madhav
Tiger Reserve has been
built here. A detailed dis-
cussion was held in the
NTCA meeting this morn-
ing for this purpose. Addi-

tionally, a comprehensive
review meeting related to
the Cheetah project will
be held at CM House.
‘We believe that Madhya
Pradesh is a special state in
the nation, with a focus on
forests, eco-tourism, and
cultural heritage. MP CM
Mohan Yadav is working
for the expansion of tour-
ism, forest and develop-
ment of tribal people," the
Union Minister said.
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TEEN'S KILLING SPARKS PROTEST IN SEELAMPUR, POLICE TO PROBE

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

elhi Police is probing
the role of a woman,
who worked as a

bouncer for jailed gang-
ster Hashim Baba’s wife,
after the fatal stabbing of a
17-year-old boy in north-east
Delhi’s Seelampur area, an
official said on Friday.

Kunal was stabbed on
Thursday evening in New
Seelampur, and police have
identified two suspects -- Sa-
hil and Rehan -- after scan-
ning CCTV camera footage
from the area, Joint Com-
missioner of Police (Eastern
Range), Pushpendra Kumar,
said.

“It is suspected that Ku-
nal was also involved in the
stabbing of Sahil. Although
Sahil did not die, he, along
with Zikra, hatched a plan to
take revenge for the attack,”
a family source said.

Parveen, the mother of the
deceased, told reporters,
“Zikra used to roam around
in the area with a pistol. An
incident happened with her
cousin Sahil but my son
was not involved in it. Yet
they killed him. They bru-
tally stabbed him multiple
times.”

Zikra was previously ar-
rested under the Arms Act

People blocka road to protest against the murder ofa 17-year-
old boy at Seelampur, in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

The security bas been beefed up in

the area with the deployment of local
police and Rapid Action Force (RAF)
amid protests by the local people.

after posting a video with a
pistol on social media. Out
on bail, she was living in a
rented house near Kunal’s
residence. She reportedly
led a gang of 10-12 young
men, some of whose names
are now surfacing in con-
nection with Kunal’s mur-
der.

The deceased’s family
members also claimed that

ED arrests Noida realty
company promoter

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on Fri-
day said it has arrested
the main promoter of a
Noida-based real estate
company under the anti-
money laundering law in
acase linked to the alleged
diversion of home buyers’
funds worth Rs 107 crore.

Anil Mithas of the Un-
nati Group was taken
into custody on April 16.
A special Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ghaziabad sent
him to the ED’s custody
till April 24, the federal
probe agency said in a

statement.

The money-laundering
case stems from FIRs filed
by a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) formed by the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment against Unnati For-
tune Holdings Limited
(UFHL) and its promoters
for “cheating and fraud” of
Rs 107 crore.

The ED said its probe
has found that an amount
of Rs 522.9 crore was col-
lected between 2012 and
2019 from home buyers
by Unnati Fortune Hold-
ings Limited and IVRCL
Infrastructure and Proj-
ects Limited for a residen-
tial project named ARAN-
YA located in Sector 119 in
Uttar Pradesh’s Noida.

some residents of the area
are being forced to flee out
of their fear of Zikra.
Meanwhile, security has
been beefed up in the area
with the deployment of lo-
cal police and Rapid Action
Force (RAF) amid protests
by the local people and
some Hindu outfits, includ-
ing the Vishva Hindu Pari-
shad (VHP). Posters with

“Hindus are migrating” and
“Please help, Yoji ji” written
onthemsurfaced in the area,
which police later removed.

The case has also triggered
a war of words between the
ruling BJP and the opposi-
tion AAP, with both sides
blaming each other for the
“deteriorating” law and or-
der situation in the capital
city.

Meanwhile, northeast Del-
hi’s Seelampur has triggered
a war of words between the
ruling BJP and opposition
AAP on Friday. Both the
sides blamed each other for
the “deteriorating” law and
order situation in the city.

Senior AAP leader and
Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Atishi ac-
cused the BJP-led Central
government and Delhi Po-
lice of failing to ensure the
safety of citizens.

“The murder of a 17-year-
old youth in Seelampur is
another example of the de-
teriorating law and order
situation in Delhi,” Atishi
posted on X.

“What is Delhi Police do-
ing? What is Home Minister
Amit Shah doing? What is
the double-engine govern-
ment doing?” she asked,
referring to the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre which
controls Delhi Police.

WHO IS ZIKRA AKA ‘LADY DON ?

e Locally known as ‘Lady Don’ in Seelampur, north-

east Delhi.

e Allegedly feared in the area and believed to lead a
small gang of 10-12 young men.
e Former bouncer for Zoya, wife of jailed gangster

Hashim Baba.

e Lived with Zoya before her arrest in a drugs case.
e After Zoya's arrest, Zikra was reportedly trying to

form her own gang.

PREVIOUS CRIMINAL RECORD

e Arrested under the Arms Act for posting a video with

a pistol on social media.

e Was out on bail and staying in a rented house near
the victim Kunal's residence.

CURRENT SITUATION

¢ Detained for questioning, but not formally arrested

yet.

e Police investigating her possible involvement.
e Security heightened in the area due to tensions and

protests.

the area.

Fear of Zikra causing some locals to reportedly flee

FAMILY’S SPECULATION

PAST CONFLICT AS
TRIGGER

e Some time ago, members of
Kunal's community allegedly |
attacked Sahil, Zikra's cousin ;..

brother.
e This led to an attempt to

murder case being registered

by police.

VictimT(una[

e The family believes this old rivalry was the motive for

Kunal's murder.

REVENGE PLOT THEORY

e The family suspects Sahil and Zikra believed Kunal
was involved in Sahil's stabbing.

e Eventhough they insist Kunal wasn't involved, they
think he was falsely targeted as part of a revenge

lan.
ZIi(RA'S ROLEALLEGED

e They claim Zikra planned the murder alongside Sahil.
e Zikra was reportedly present at the crime scene when

Kunal was stabbed.

. Kunal’s mother said, “Zikra used to roam with a pis-
.. they brutally stabbed him.”

PLANNED EXECUTION

¢ The attack was not spontaneous; family thinks it was

pre-meditated.

e CCTVfootage has identified Sahil and Rehan as main
suspects; they may have been part of Zikra's gang.

FEAR & INTIMIDATION

e Family alleges Zikra led a gang that intimidated

locals.

e After the murder, some residents are reportedly flee-

ing the area out of fear.

City govt readies plan to keep 1, 000 water sprinkler tankers
to tackle Clty S r1s1ng pollution

194 spots Waterloggmg free

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government is
making every effort, includ-
ing deploying automatic
pumps and personnel at vul-
nerable spots, to ensure that
the national capital remains
free from waterlogging dur-
ing monsoon, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta said on Friday.

Accompanied by Public
Works Department (PWD)
Minister Parvesh Verma, the
chief minister inspected the
waterlogging-prone Minto
Bridge underpass to take
stock of the preparations for
monsoon.

“Automatic pumps have
been deployed here that will
flush out water during heavy
rain and a 2.5-kilometre-

e
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CM Rekha Gupta along W|th Parvesh ermaand LG durlngt e
inspection of monsoon preparedness at a waterlogging point
at Ring Road near the WHO building. ANI

long pipeline has been laid
to carry the accumulated
water out. Operators will
also be on round-the-clock
duty” Gupta said.
Vulnerable spots have been
identified and corrective
measures are being taken.
The Delhi government will
take every step in a time-
bound manner to ensure
there is no waterlogging this

'Rain, thunderstorms likely in Delhi on Saturday'

Delhi Airport issues advisory
for potential flight delays

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

With a sunny Friday, the
national capital recorded
a maximum temperature
of 41 degrees Celsius, 4.2
notches above normal, with
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) predict-
ing rain and thunderstorms
in the evening.

The minimum tempera-
ture was recorded at 25.6
degrees Celsius, 4 notches
above normal, the MeT of-
fice said.

Humidity levels fluctuated
between 57 per cent and 35
per cent during the day.

According to IMD’s fore-
cast for Saturday, the sky
will be ‘partly cloudy’ and
become ‘generally cloudy’
towards the evening.

Very light rain or drizzle

is likely, accompanied by
thunderstorms, lightning
and dust storms, with
winds with speeds of 40-50
kilometre per hour gusting
up to 60 kilometre per hour
during the evening.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures on Sat-
urday are expected to be
around 38 degrees Celsius
and 26 degrees Celsius, re-
spectively.

Meanwhile, the air quality
at4 pmon Friday wasin the
‘poor’ category, with an Air
Quality Index (AQI) reading
of219. An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered ‘good’,
51and 100 ‘satisfactory’,101
and 200 ‘moderate’, 201 and
300 ‘poor’, 301 and 400
‘very poor’, and 401 and
500 ‘severe’, according to
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi International Airport
issued a passenger advisory
on Friday, citing potential
flight delays due to shifting
wind patterns in the airport’s
vicinity.

The advisory, issued at
0926 hrs today, states that
air traffic flow management
measures for flight arrivals
will be implemented from
1230 IST to 1630 IST to en-
sure safe operations, in line
with international and regu-
latory protocols.

According to the advisory,
Air Traffic Control (ATC)
authorities will prioritise
passenger safety during this

period. While flight arrivals
may be affected, all other op-
erations across the airport’s
terminals and three runways
will continue normally.

Passengers are advised to
contact their respective air-
lines for the most up-to-date
information on flight sched-
ules.

The airport authorities ex-
pressed regret for any incon-
venience caused and thanked
passengers for their under-
standing.

The passenger advisory is-
sued by Delhi Airport on X,
reads, “Due to shifting wind
pattern in the vicinity of the
airport, certain airline opera-
tions may experience delays.

year, she told reporters.

“Last year, 194 waterlog-
ging locations were identi-
fied across the city by traffic
police. Most of these are on
PWD roads. At these points,
we are taking several mea-
sures such as desilting of
drains, installation of more
pumps, and deploying pump
operators where required,”
Verma said.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Environment Minis-
ter Manjinder Singh Sirsa
on Friday said the govern-
ment will roll out a com-
prehensive framework to
tackle the rising pollution
levels which will include
deploying 1,000 water
tankers with sprinklers,
installing anti-smog guns
in high-rise buildings and
setting up CCTV cameras
and LED screens at the city
borders to prevent the entry
of old vehicles.

He said the roadmap will
outline the city’s strategy to
fight pollution from 2025 to
2026.

Sirsa said one of the key

goals is to bring PM2.5 lev-
els down.

“We are installing water
mist systems at various
hotspots to clean the air
and help particulate mat-
ter settle. This initiative has
already shown success over
a five-kilometre stretch in
Dwarka,” he said.

The government is now
expanding the project to 13

identified hotspots across
the city.

To intensify dust sup-
pression, over 1,000 GPS-
enabled water tankers with
sprinklers will be deployed.

“These tankers will move
toareas with high pollution
levels. Their routes and per-
formance will be monitored
in real time. Wherever AQI
(Air Quality Index) rises,
tankers will be sent imme-
diately,” he said.

The minister added that
monitoring will be en-
hanced at all entry points
to Delhi to curb the entry of
end-of-life vehicles.

Camerasand LED screens
will be installed at these
borders, displaying vehicle
details.

Sirsa orders crackdown on illegal dhabas

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Environment Minis-
ter Manjinder Singh Sirsa
on Friday ordered a crack-
down on illegal meat shops
and dhabas operating in
residential areas, directing
officials to demolish such
establishments and discon-
nect their water and power
supply.

During an inspection in
West Delhi’s Rajouri Garden
assembly constituency, Sir-
sa highlighted widespread
civic violations and pollu-
tion concerns, stressing that
unauthorised commercial
activities in residential local-
ities would not be tolerated.

“In a single lane, there are
over 40-50 illegal dhabas
and meat shops running
without permission. These

Govt asks hospitals to implement Ayushman Bharat Yojana

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Health Depart-
ment has directed more
than 100 hospitals to im-
plement the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana at the earli-
est, an official source said.

The previous Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government
did not implement the BJP-
led NDA government’s flag-
ship healthcare scheme in
the national capital.

The source said the de-
partment has issued an
advisory for the imple-

mentation of the Ayush-
man Bharat Yojana in 110
hospitals.

As part of the initiative,
a copy of the contract let-
ter has been sent to these
hospitals to enter into an

agreement with the Delhi
government.

Along with this, the
guidelines for implementa-
tion have also been shared
with all the associated hos-
pitals.

The source said the hospi-
tals have been asked to sign
the agreement as soon as
possible so that the benefi-
ciaries of Ayushman Yojana
do not face any problems
in availing healthcare ser-
vices.

The BJP-led Delhi gov-
ernment inked an MoU
with the Centre on April 5
to implement the Ayush-
man Bharat Pradhan Man-
tri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) in the city.

With this, Delhi has be-
come the 35th state/Union
Territory to implement the

health insurance scheme.

The Ayushman Bharat
scheme provides free and
cashless treatment for 1,961
medical procedures across
27 specialties, covering the
costs of medicines, diag-
nostic services, hospitali-
sation, ICU care, surgeries
and more.

Under the scheme, eligible
families in Delhi will re-
ceive annual health cover-
ageof uptoRs101akh -- Rs
5 lakh from the Centre and
an additional Rs5lakh asa
top-up from the Delhi gov-
ernment.

pose aserious threat to pub-
lic health and cause incon-
venience to residents,” Sirsa
told PTI.

“I have instructed the dis-
trict commissioner and the
additional commissioner to
take immediate action. Such
units will be sealed and their
utilities disconnected,” he
said.

He also said tandoors, dye-
ing units, denim factories
and other polluting indus-

P

trial activities were operat-
ing illegally in the residen-
tial colonies, contributing to
environmental degradation
and affecting the quality of
life.

“Thousands of illegal meat
shops and dhabas have
come up in the residential
areas. They not only cause
pollution but also lead to
congestion and safety con-
cerns, especially for women
and senior citizens. This sit-

uation will not be allowed to
continue,” he said.

Sirsa emphasised that
meat shops must be li-
censed, hygienic and con-
fined to designated com-
mercial zones.

“Polluting and illegal es-
tablishments cannot func-
tion within residential colo-
nies.

This endangers public
health and the well-being
of citizens,” he added.

He also directed the of-
ficials to address waterlog-
ging issues urgently and
ensure cleaner roads to pre-
vent the spread of disease.

Besides, Sirsa flagged
noise pollution and illegal
parking as concerns and re-
iterated the importance of
adhering to Supreme Court
guidelines on loudspeakers.

Hospital technician held in flight
attendant sexual assault case

TDG NETWORK
GURUGRAM

Technology at a private university here.

A technician allegedly working at Medanta
Hospital here was arrested on Friday in con-
nection with the sexual assault on a flight
attendant who was on a ventilator in the

hospital, police said.

The accused has been identified as Deepak
(25), a native of Bihar’s Muzaffarpur, who
had been living in Gurugram for some time,

they said.

A senior police officer said that during the
interrogation, the accused revealed that he
joined Medanta five months ago after com-
pleting his bachelor’s in Operation Theatre

Police said they identified the accused after

examining CCTV footage, interrogating the

hospital staff and investigating various facts.

“Over 50 employees of the hospital and
some doctors were questioned, and footage
from 800 CCTV cameras was examined.

After multiple analyses, we finally identified

the accused and arrested him today. He has
confessed to the crime,” said Dr Arpit Jain,
DCP (headquarters), who led the special in-

vestigation team in the case.

added.

The accused will be produced before the
court on Saturday for further proceed-
ings, and the probe is still underway, police
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DELHI GOVT DIRECTS SCHOOLS TO FRAME
SMARTPHONE USAGE POLICY AFTER HC RULING

HC allowed students to carry smartphones but emphasized
the need for regulated use to avoid disruption.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ollowing a recent
Delhi High Court
judgment, the Delhi

Government has directed
schools to formulate poli-
cies regarding students’ use
of smartphones.

The Delhi High Court has
outlined guiding principles
to strike a balance between
the advantages and poten-
tial drawbacks of allow-
ing students to use smart-
phones while in school.

Accordingly, the Educa-
tion Department of the
Delhi Government has in-
structed all heads of govern-
ment, government-aided,
and unaided recognised
private schools in Delhi to
develop and implement a
school-level policy on this
matter.

The Directorate of Edu-
cation, in its circular dated
April 17, 2025, states, “The
Hon’ble court has drawn
up guiding principles to
balance the beneficial and
deleterious effect of permit-

|

ting the use of smartphones
in the hands of students
while attending the school.
Accordingly, all the Heads
of Govt., Govt. Aided & Un-
aided Recognised Private
Schools of Delhi are hereby
directed to develop a policy
on the above said matter on
school level and implement
the same.”

Recently, the Delhi High
Court, in a significant rul-
ing, has refused to ban chil-
dren from bringing smart-
phones to school. The court
clarified in its decision that
the use of smartphones does
not have a negative impact

on teaching, discipline, or
the overall educational en-
vironment in the classroom.

The judgment passed
by Justice Anup Jairam
Bhambhani came during
the hearing of a petition filed
by a student, which sought
the issuance of guidelines
regarding the use of mobile
phones in schools. A minor
student represented by Ad-
vocate Ashu Bidhuri stated
that during the hearing, the
parties involved, particu-
larly the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan (KVS), requested
the court to establish guide-
lines for the use of smart-

AAP seeks transparency in
audit of Delhi private schools

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party on
Friday accused the BJP-led
Delhi government of mis-
leading public over the au-
diting of private school ac-
counts.

Alleging that the govern-
ment’s claim of auditing
over 650 schools was a “bla-
tant lie”, AAP’s Delhi unit
chief Saurabh Bharadwayj
demanded that the audit re-
ports be made public.

“Delhi ministers are
constantly misleading,”
Bharadwaj said at a press
conference. “Education Min-
ister Ashish Sood claimed
on Thursday that he had got
more than 650 schools au-
dited. This is a blatant lie. T
say with full confidence that
the government has not even

appointed an auditor yet.”

Challenging the veracity
of the government’s claims,
Bharadwaj asked, “If the
government has conducted
an audit, then it should keep
its promise and make the
audit report public. The ed-
ucation minister is claiming
that he has got 650 schools
audited, so at least one school
must have been found to be
wrong? Has the government
taken any action against this
school?”

“Children were exploited
in many private schools un-

der the protection of the BJP
government. Even after the
district magistrate’s visit, the
situation did not change in a
private school and children
continued to be made tosit in
the library,” Bharadwaj said,
referring to one such case.
“Upset over this, the par-
ents went to Delhi High
Court. When the court asked
the government, the govern-
ment informed that a notice
has been issued to the school.
The court made a strict com-
ment on this reply and asked
why did you not take action
on time?” Bharadwaj said.
The AAP leader’s remarks
come a day after Delhi Edu-
cation Minister Ashish Sood
announced that with the
help of sub-divisional mag-
istrates, the Rekha Gupta-led
administration had audited
the accounts of 650 schools.

~ SN

phones in schools.

The court noted that its
intent was to establish guid-
ing principles to balance the
positive and negative effects
of allowing students to use
smartphones while attend-
ing school. As a policy, stu-
dents should not be barred
from carrying smartphones
to school, but the use of
smartphones must be regu-
lated and monitored, it said.

Where possible, arrange-
ments should be made for
the safekeeping of smart-
phones. Students should
be required to deposit their
smartphones when they en-

ter school and retrieve them
when returning home, the
court said.

Smartphones should not
disrupt classroom teach-
ing, discipline, or the over-
all educational atmosphere.
Thus, the use of smart-
phones in class must be
prohibited. Additionally,
the use of cameras and re-
cording facilities on smart-
phones should be barred in
common areas of the school
as well as in school vehicles.

Schools must educate stu-
dents on responsible online
behaviour, digital manners,
and the ethical use of smart-
phones. Students should be
counselled that high levels
of screen time and social
media engagement can lead
to anxiety, diminished atten-
tion spans, and cyberbully-
ing.

The policy should permit
the use of smartphones for
connectivity for purposes of
safety and co-ordination but
disallow the use of smart-
phones for entertainment/
recreational use.

Delhi to include ‘third gender’
option in welfare schemes forms

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Application forms of all
Delhi government welfare
schemes will now include a
“third gender” option, Social
Welfare Minister Ravindra
Indraj Singh said on Friday
during a meeting with a del-
egation of trans persons.

Under the directive of
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, the social welfare
department has made this
option mandatory to ensure
that trans persons with dis-
abilities can fully access
the benefits of government
schemes, according to a
statement.

Singh informed the del-
egation about the various
welfare programmes aimed
at helping transgender indi-
viduals live with dignity and
become self-reliant.

The minister said the gov-

City rolls out big tourism push with food, fests & heritage vibes
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From placing food trucks
and installing shades
around monuments to or-
ganising film festivals and
digital campaigns -- the Del-
hi government is rolling out
a host of initiatives to boost
tourist footfall at the city’s
many heritage sites.

With an eye on transform-
ing visitor experience and
boosting tourist footfall,
these efforts aim to reimag-
ine Delhi as a more inviting
and tourist-friendly destina-
tion, Kapil Mishra, the min-
isterin charge of art, culture,
language and tourism, said.
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A layer of froth was seen
covering the Yamuna River
surface near Kalindi Kunj
on Friday, bringing back the
focus on heavy pollution in
the river. Experts said that
the froth on the river sur-
face was a recurring issue
due to the toxic chemicals
present in the sewage and
industrial wastewater flow-
ing unchecked into it.

The frothing happens due
to pollutants in the water
getting accumulated with
the dissolved organic matter
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stall shaded areas around
the monuments and his-
torical sites so that tourists
can take a break from the
sun. Currently, there aren’t
many places for them to sit
and relax,” Mishra said.
Emphasising that enhanc-

like water hyacinth, leaves
and other such wild grass, a
DelhiJal Board (D]JB) official
in the quality control wing,
informed.

“Currently, we do not have
any direction to carry out
anti-frothing measures at
Kalindi Kunj,”

At many places including
Kalindi Kunjand ITO, water
hyacinths have appeared in
the Yamuna water.

Experts stated that the
cause of the white foam over
the river stretch is a combi-
nation of several factors
and more concrete efforts
towards stopping waste

“We are planning to in-  ing on-site amenities is key
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to improving tourist satis-
faction, the minister said,
“Tourists are more likely
to stay longer if they have
options for food and bever-
ages. Food trucks will soon
be placed at several monu-
ment sites to offer a diverse

from entering the river and
cleaning it have to be taken.
“The frothing problem
in the Yamuna appears to
have become a perennial is-
sue, largely due to the deficit
monsoon in the river’s up-
per basin last year and the
lack of rainfall during the
winter and pre-monsoon
seasons this year,” said
an environmental activist
Bhim Singh Rawat.
“Untreated effluents con-
tinue to enter the Yamuna,
notjust from drains in Delhi
but also from major dis-
charge points in Haryana
like the Dhanaura escape

culinary experience.”

In addition to these on-
ground efforts, the gov-
ernment will also launch a
digital promotion campaign
to highlight Delhi’s various
tourist hotspots.

Citing the popular ‘Khush-
boo Gujarat Ki’ campaign
as an example, Mishra said
a similar branding effort
is expected to rolled out in
Delhi in the coming months.

To complement the mar-
keting push, a series of
events such as concerts
and film festivals are being
planned as part of a broader
cultural engagement initia-
tive, the minister said.

ernment would take steps
to raise public awareness
about trans rights, promote
social inclusion and spread
information about the
schemes available.

He also mentioned that
a notification regarding
the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Rules
would be issued shortly.

Expressing their ap-
preciation, the delegation
members said it was the
first time a government had
shown genuine concern for
their rights and self-reliance
while also directly engaging
with them to share impor-
tant information, according
to the statement.

‘Unfortunate’: HC laments ordeal
of rape survivors seeking abortion
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NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court was
recently displeased with its
directions not being com-
plied with by the doctors
in the national capital for
constituting a panel to de-
termine the cases of sexual
assault survivors seeking
abortion without any delay.

Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma’s verdict on April
17 outlined the “unfortu-
nate” state of affairs over
the compliance of its direc-
tions passed on January
25, 2023 and November
3, 2023 through which
hospitals were ordered to
constitute medical boards
to examine sexual assault
survivors seeking medical
termination of their preg-
nancy.

The high court under-
lined the intent of its 2023
directions saying the medi-
al examination of a sexual
assault survivor, having
a pregnancy beyond 24
weeks, was ordered to be
conducted immediately
under the law and related
report was to be kept ready
when either the girl or any-
one on her behalf moved
court seeking abortion.
Finding the situation on
the ground level remained

largely unchanged, the
judge said, “The intent to
expedite and streamline the
process for termination of
a pregnancy conceived asa
result of sexual assault has,
regrettably, not translated
into effective and time-
sensitive action.”

The matter before it sur-
rounded a 15-year-old
minor survivor’s ordeal
of wanting to abort her
over 27-week pregnancy-
-beyond the 24-week per-
missible timeframe. The
issue stemmed from the
condition set out by the
Delhi government’s LNJP
Hospital when the parents
of the minor survivor went
there to get her pregnancy
terminated.

They parents were asked
to obtain a court order as
the gestational age of the
foetus had crossed the per-
missible duration under
the Medical Termination

of Pregnancy Act. The high
court lamented the non-
compliance of its directions
and said the permanent
medical boards consti-
tuted in eight government
and five private hospitals
in the capital were expected
to not wait for a court order
before examining the survi-
vor and prepare the report.

Despite the fact that two
years had passed since the
directions, the court ex-
pressed regret and ques-
tioned how a survivor,
pregnant owing to the as-
sault, was left for days al-
together awaiting a court’s
order and the same was of
no solace to her.

The court, as a result,
passed a new set of guide-
lines to provide prompt
and appropriate legal guid-
ance aside from medical
support to minor rape sur-
vivors seeking the medical
termination of pregnancy.

Trade group writes to CM, expresses
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The Chamber of Trade and
Industry (CTI) on Friday
wrote to Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Rekha Gupta, express-
ing concern over the present
state of Chandni Chowk and
demanded a restructuring of
the Shahjahanabad Redevel-
opment Corporation (SRDC).

CTI chairman Brijesh Goyal
said Chandni Chowk is in
poor condition and it has
turned into a hub of home-
less people. It has become
difficult to walk due to en-
croachment.

“The SRDC was set up by
the Delhi government in
2020-21 for the redevelop-
ment of the national capital’s
heritage and culture. Four
years after the completion of
the project, Chandni Chowk
is now a victim of plight.

[
Dirt is seen everywhere, the
tracks are in poor condition
and there is a gathering of
homeless people,” Goyal
said.

The CTI also raised con-
cerns about the impact on
tourism and the neglect of
heritage sites in the area.

Several historical sites such
as the Lal Qila, Jain Temple,
Gaurishankar Temple, Gu-
rudwara Sheeshganj Sahib,
Fatehpuri, Jama Masjid,
Church and Wholesale Ba-
zaar are situated in Chandni

over the country and the
world visit here, he said.

“The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi and police are
also not active,” claimed CTI
general secretary Gurmeet
Arora and senior vice-pres-
ident Deepak Garg.

The CTI urged in its letter
the chief minister to form a
high-level committee to visit
and assess the historical Mu-
ghal market and restructure
the Shahjahanabad Redevel-
opment Corporation.

Wanted criminal with 13 cases injured in police encounter

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A notorious criminal was
injured in a police encounter
in Delhi’s Dwarka area on
Friday morning, according
to Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police-I Dwarka
Nishant Gupta.

The accused, Akshay alias
Golu, was shot in the foot
during a brief exchange of
fire with the police.

“On April 17, we received
a PCR call at 1.45 am in
which the complainant said
that someone beat him and
snatched his motorcycle,”
said ADCP Gupta.

Police examined CCTV

footage from the area, where
the complainant identified
the accused. Gupta said the
man was recognised by of-
ficers as a known Bad Char-
acter (BC) of the Najafgarh
area.

“Our team recognised him
as a BC (Bad Character) of
the Najafgarh area, Akshay
alias Golu. We registered
a case and formed various
teams to catch him,” he said.

However, Akshay was not
found at his residence. Based
on further inputs, police sus-
pected he would appear on
Nala Road in the early hours.

“We got information that
he may come to the Nala

road during the night. We
saw him at 5 am on the same
bike which he had snatched.
When stopped by the police,
he started firing at the police
team,” Gupta added.

In response, police re-
turned fire, injuring Akshay
in the left foot. “He was shot
in the left foot during retalia-
tory fire by the police. He is
admitted to the hospital for
treatment,” Gupta said.

According to police re-
cords, the accused has 13
cases registered against him.

Meanwhile, according to
an official statement, Rohini
District Police registered
multiple cases and made

in Karnal, Drain No. 2 in
Panipat, and the Najafgarh
drain,” he said.

Rekha Gupta govern-
ment in Delhi Thursday
sanctioned over Rs 3,000
crore for the laying of sewer
lines and construction of 27
decentralised sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs) under
the ongoing efforts to reju-
venate the Yamuna.

The problem of froth in
the river is more aggravated
during the winters when
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
uses defoaming agents to
remove it.

“The reason behind foam

over 300 arrests from April
1to April 15, 2025, as part of
a15-day special drive against
organised crime and street
criminals.

During the period, police
registered 48 cases under
the Excise Act, 54 under the
Gambling Act, and seven
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act.

A total of 52 persons were
arrested in Excise Act cases,
126 in Gambling Act cases,
and nine in NDPS Act cases.

The operation led to the
seizure of Rs 102,580 in cash,
11,144 quarters of illicit li-
quor, and 227 bottles of beer.

formation in the river is
surfactants like phosphates
in the effluents flowing into
the river. When the surfac-
tant-mixed water produces
foam, which accumulates
and floats on the water sur-
face,” said Sanjay Sharma,
a member Indian Water
Quality Association.

Last year to tackle the
problem more efficiently,
large nets were tied un-
derneath the Kalindi Kunj
bridge to arrest the foam be-
fore it reaches further down
the river length, where
scores of devotees gather to
offer prayers.
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GOVT RULES OUT LEVYING GST ON UPI
PAYMENT OF ABOVE RS 2,000

To support and sustain the growth of UPI, an Incentive
Scheme has been operational from 2021-22.
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he claims that the
government is con-
sidering levying

Goods and Services Tax
(GST) on UPI transactions
over Rs 2,000 are com-
pletely false, misleading,
and without any basis, said
the Ministry of Finance in a
statement Friday.

Currently, there is no
such proposal before the
government, the Finance
Ministry clarified.

GST is levied on charges,
such as the Merchant Dis-
count Rate (MDR), relating
to payments made using
certain instruments.

Effective January 2020,
the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) removed the
Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) on Person-to-Mer-
chant (P2M) UPI transac-
tions through a Gazette No-
tification dated December
30, 2019.

Since no MDR is current-
ly charged on UPI transac-
tions, there is consequently
no GST applicable.

The Finance Ministry
said the government re-
mains committed to pro-

Adani Realty
crowned
Visionary Real
Estate Brand
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AHMEDABAD

Adani Realty, the real estate
arm of the diversified Adani
Group, has been honoured
with the prestigious Grohe
Hurun India Visionary
Real Estate Brand of the
Year Award at the Real Es-
tate Leaders’ Conclave 2025,
held here in the national
capital, a company state-
ment said Friday.

The award recognises
Adani Realty’s exceptional
growth, forward-thinking
approach, and commitment
to shaping the future of
Indian real estate through
innovation, sustainability,
quality, and customer-cen-
tric development.

“This recognition is a re-
flection of our unwavering
focus on building world-
class developments and
our belief in transformative

growth led by purpose and
precision,” said a spokesper-
son from Adani Realty.

Adani Realty’s journey be-
gan in 2010 with the launch
of Shantigram -- a 600-
acre integrated township
in Ahmedabad. Since then,
the company has steadily ex-
panded across asset classes
including residential, com-
mercial, and social infra-
structure, with a presence in
high-growth urban centres
such as Mumbai, Pune, Gu-
rugram, and Ahmedabad.

Today, the company boasts
24 million square feet of
completed development,
with over 7000 families re-
siding across projects deliv-
ered by Adani Realty.

In 2024, it was valued at
Rs 56,500 crore, topping
the Grohe-Hurun India Real
Estate 100 list as the highest-
valued unlisted real estate
firm in the country.

The total incentive payouts
under this scheme over the
years reflect the Government’s

sustained commitment to

promoting UPI-based digital

payments.

Allocation under the scheme

over the years has been:

WFY2021-22: Rs 1,389 crore;
W [FY2022-23: Rs 2,210 crore;
W [Y2023-24: Rs 3,631 crore.

moting digital payments
via UPL

To support and sustain
the growth of UPI, an In-
centive Scheme has been
operational from 2021-22.

This scheme specifically
targets low-value UPI
(P2M) transactions, ben-
efiting small merchants
by alleviating transac-
tion costs and promoting
wider participation and
innovation in digital pay-
ments.

“These measures have
significantly contributed to
India’s robust digital pay-
ments ecosystem,” the min-
istry said.

According to the ACI
Worldwide Report 2024,
India accounted for 49 per
cent of global real-time

transactions in 2023, re-
affirming its position as a
global leader in digital pay-
ments innovation.

UPI transaction values
have seen an exponential
increase, growing from Rs
21.3 lakh crore in 2019-20
to Rs 260.56 lakh crore
by March 2025. Specifi-
cally, P2M transactions
have reached Rs 59.3 lakh
crore, reflecting growing
merchant adoption and
consumer confidence in
digital payment methods.

Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
has issued instructions
to the officers to reduce
compliance burden while
processing GST registra-
tion applications, after it
received grievances that

people were facing difficul-
ties during the GST regis-
tration process, mainly on
account of queries raised
by officers on the grounds
of seeking additional docu-
ments, an official statement
issued by the Ministry of
Finance said on Friday.

Several grievances have
been received by the Cen-
tral Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC), De-
partment of Revenue, Min-
istry of Finance.

Officers have been in-
structed to strictly adhere
to the prescribed list of doc-
uments provided in regis-
tration application form.

Requisite documents in
specific cases to be upload-
ed with the registration
application form have also

NITI Aayog flags R&D gaps
stalling auto innovation
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India’s growth in the global
automobile sector is held
back due to a lack of inno-
vation, primarily driven by
inadequate Research and
Development (R&D) infra-
structure, says a report by
NITI Aayog.

The report stated that In-
dia’s spending on R&D re-
mains among the lowest in
the world, especially when
compared to leading auto-
motive nations such as Ger-
many, Japan, and the United
States.

It said “One of the most
critical barriers to India’s
growth in the global auto-
motive sector is the lack of
innovation, largely driven
by inadequate Research and
Development (R&D) infra-
structure.”.

The report added, “This
underinvestment severely
limits the country’s abil-
ity to compete in emerging
technologies such as EVS,
autonomous driving, and
smart mobility solutions”.

While Indian manufac-

The report specifically points out that
Indiais lagging in critical areas such
as battery technology, Advanced
Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS),
and Al-driven manufacturing.

turers have built a strong
reputation for producing
low-cost, high-volume ve-
hicles, the report noted that
the absence of a strong in-
novation culture has pre-
vented the development of
advanced and differenti-
ated products. This lack of
innovation makes it difficult
for India to stand out in the
highly competitive global
automobile market.

One of the major challeng-
es cited in the report is the
minimal collaboration be-
tween the industry, academ-
icinstitutions, and research
organisations. This limited
interaction restricts the ex-
change of ideas and techno-
logical breakthroughs that
are crucial for developing
next-generation automotive
solutions.

As a result of these gaps,
Indian companies often
depend on foreign tech-
nologies, which increases
manufacturing costs and
reduces the potential to
build cutting-edge vehicles
locally.

The report specifically
points out that India is lag-
ging in critical areas such
as battery technology, Ad-
vanced Driver Assistance
Systems (ADAS), and AI-
driven manufacturing.
These technologies are seen
as essential for the future of
the global automotive in-
dustry

To overcome these chal-
lenges and achieve long-
term growth, NITI Aayog
has emphasized the need
for a substantial increase in
R&D investment.

been delineated in the in-
structions.

Officers have been di-
rected not to issue notices
based on presumptive
grounds, minor discrepan-
cies, or for additional docu-
ments that are not essential
for processing applications.

Officers have also been
directed to seek approval
of the concerned Deputy/
Assistant Commissioner
in cases where a docu-
ment apart than the listed
documents is required to be
sought.

The Zonal Principal
Chief Commissioner/Chief
Commissioners have been
advised to devise a mecha-
nism to closely monitor
and issue suitable trade no-
tices, wherever required.

It has also been advised
that strict action should be
taken against the officers
who deviate from these in-
structions.

This will further facilitate
the process of getting GST
registration, ease compli-
ance burden, and promote
ease of doing business.

The Goods and Services
Tax was introduced in the
country with effect from
July 1, 2017.

FASTag-based road toll collection
system to remain, Govt clarifies
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The central government has
clarified that the satellite-
based tolling system will
not be launched from May
1, 2025, in replacement of
the existing FASTag-based
toll collection system.

The clarification comes af-
ter reports emerged stating
satellite-based toll systems
will replace FASTag toll col-
lection starting in May.

“This is to clarify that no
such decision has been tak-
en by the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways or
National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) regard-
ing the nationwide imple-
mentation of satellite-based
tolling from 1st May 2025,”
said the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways in
astatement.

To enable seamless, bar-
rier-free movement of vehi-
cles through toll plazas and
reduce travel time, an AN-
PR-FASTag-based Barrier-
Less Tolling System will
be implemented at selected
toll plazas, the ministry has
supplemented.

The advanced tolling sys-
tem will combine Automatic
Number Plate Recognition’
(ANPR) technology, which
identifies vehicles by read-
ing their number plates,
with the existing ‘FASTag
system’ that utilises Radio-
Frequency Identification
(RFID) for toll deduction.

Under this system, vehi-

To enable seamless, barrier-free movement
of vebicles through toll plazas and reduce
travel time, an ANPR-FASTag-based
Barrier-Less Tolling System will be
implemented at selected toll plazas,
the ministry bas supplemented.

cles will be charged based
on their identification
through high-performance
ANPR cameras and FAST-
ag Readers, eliminating the
need to stop at toll plazas.

In the event of non-
compliance, E-Notices
will be served to the vio-
lators, and non-payment
may result in the suspen-
sion of FASTag and other
VAHAN:-related penalties.
The ministry stated that
NHAI has invited bids for
the implementation of the
‘ANPR-FASTag-based Bar-
rier-Less Tolling System,’
which will be installed at
selected toll plazas.

Based on the system’s per-
formance, efficiency, and
user response, a decision

ECMS guidelines to be out in a

will be made regarding its
implementation nation-
wide, the ministry said.

All National Highway
Toll Plazas operate on ICD
2.5 protocol, which gives
real-time tag status, hence,
the FASTag customers can
recharge anytime before
crossing the Toll Plaza.

The FASTag customers
are encouraged to link their
FASTag wallet to UPI/Cur-
rent/Saving Accounts un-
der auto-recharge settings
to eliminate the need for
manual recharges. Custom-
ers can continue to recharge
their FASTag any time be-
fore reaching the toll, using
a variety of payment chan-
nels such as UPI, net bank-
ing, and more.

Apple shifts to

. titanium for
few days, says Vaishnaw Vision Pro 2
LZ‘L'E'SEZ‘F:’“K éggg;ﬁ;o (CALIFORNIA) [US]

Minister for Informa-
tion Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Friday
that guidelines for the Elec-
tronics Component Manu-
facturing Scheme are almost
ready and will be released
in a few days. Addressing a
press conference in Mane-
sar, he said a portal will also
be launched soon for appli-
cations to be made under the
components manufacturing
scheme.

The Union Cabinet ap-
proved the Electronics
Component Manufacturing
Scheme (ECMS) in March
this year, with a funding of
Rs 22,919 crore, tomake India
self-reliant in the electronics
supply chain.

With various government
initiatives, the electronics
manufacturing sector has
experienced remarkable
growth over the last decade.

India’s electronics man-
ufacturing capability has
increased since the launch
of the Make in India initia-

Himachal allocates Rs 194 cr for healthcare infra
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To strengthen the health-
care infrastructure and im-
prove access to quality and
affordable healthcare to
the people of the State, the
Himachal Pradesh govern-
ment has allocated Rs193.75
crore for establishing two
Critical Care Blocks (CCBS)
and five District Integrated
Public Health Laboratories
(DIPHLS).

Inarecent cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,
the government approved
the setting up of a 50-bed-
ded Critical Care Block
(CCB) at Primary Health
Centre Swahan (Regional
Hospital Bilaspur) and an-
other 50-bedded CCB at
Civil Hospital Rohru, Shim-
la district.

These facilities will be
equipped with advanced
medical infrastructure in-

Every DIPHL will have a team of
experts comprising one Pathologist,
one Microbiologist, one Biochemist,

eleven Lab Technicians, one Data Entry
Operator, and two Sanitation workers.

cluding Emergency Ser-
vices, Intensive Care Units
(ICUS), High Dependency
Units (HDUS), Isolation
Beds, Dialysis Units, Labour
Rooms, Operation Theatres
and Point-of-Care Laborato-
ries, an official release said.

Each CCBwill be integrat-
ed with the existing district
hospital and will function as
aregular facility under nor-
mal conditions. However,
during health emergencies
or outbreaks such as COV-
ID-19, they can be physically
isolated to ensure strict in-
fection control. Each block

will be constructed at a cost
of Rs 16.63 crore and equip-
ment cost of Rs 27.12 crore.
In addition, the cabinet has
also approved the establish-
ment of District Integrated
Public Health Laboratories
(DIPHLS) at Pt. Jawahar Lal
Nehru Government Medical
College, Chamba, and the
District Hospital Hamirpur
are attached with Dr Radha
Krishnan Government
Medical College Hamirpur.
These DIPHLS are aimed at
improving diagnostic capa-
bilities, enabling rapid test-
ing and supporting effective

outbreak management, the
release said. Each labora-
tory will be fully equipped
with Clinical Pathology,
Haematology, Cytology, Bio-
chemistry, and Microbiol-
ogy facilities under one roof
to enhance efficiency and
avoid resource duplication.

Every DIPHL will have a
team of experts comprising
one Pathologist, one Micro-
biologist, one Biochemist,
eleven Lab Technicians,
one Data Entry Operator,
and two Sanitation workers.

The capital cost per DI-
PHL will be Rs 21.25 crore
with an annual recurring
cost of Rs 49.05 lakh per
unit. Furthermore, the cab-
inet has also approved the
procurement of equipment
for the under-construction
Mother and Child Hospi-
tal wings of Kamla Nehru
Hospital Shimla, Regional
Hospital Una and Civil
Hospital Sundernagar of
Mandi district.

tive, the minister said at the
press conference. India’s
electronics production has
increased fivefold over the
past decade to exceed Rs 11
lakh crore.

Exports worth Rs 3.25 crore
of electronics have been re-
alised over the past decade,
rising sixfold.

The electronics manufac-
turing ecosystem has em-
ployed 25 lakh individuals,
the minister said.

The minister said that a
large talent pool and re-
spect for intellectual prop-
erty rights are working in
India’s favour.

“The happiest part about
the electronics manufac-

turing is that this ecosys-
tem is gradually becoming
mature. Design capabilities
are improving,” Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.

Regarding the Al server
manufacturing capabilities
of India, the minister pointed
out that VVDN Technologies
has shipped out 6,000 such
servers so far.

“Makein India initiative has
taken a real shape now,” he
supplemented, talking from
VVDN Technologies’ facility
in Manesar.

He added that India is not
only manufacturing electron-
ics but also the tools the engi-
neers need to produce those
items.

Asian markets see gains
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Indian stock markets are shut
on Friday due to the Good
Friday holiday. However,
other major Asian markets
continued their upward
trend, with key indices post-
ing gains.

Japan’s Nikkei 225 index
rose by 0.66 per cent, Tai-
wan’s weighted index gained
0.58 per cent, and South Ko-
rea’s KOSPI was also up by
0.27 per cent at the time of
thisreport. Apart from these,
other Asian markets were
closed due to holidays.

Back home, several com-
panies are scheduled to an-
nounce their fourth quarter
earnings today. Theseinclude
Just Dial, Mastek, Network 18
Media & Investments, Laxmi
Goldorna House, Amal, Yaari
Digital Integrated Services,
Teamo Productions, and Jay
Kailash Namkeen.

On Thursday, Indian mar-

kets experienced significant
activity from foreign inves-
tors. According to data for
April 17,2025, Foreign Insti-
tutional Investors (FIIS) or
Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIS) were net buyers in the
cash segment. They bought
shares worth Rs 18,210.41
crore and sold shares worth
Rs13,542.47 crore, resulting
in anetinflow of Rs 4,667.94
crore. In contrast, Domestic
Institutional Investors (DIIS)
were net sellers. They pur-
chased shares worth Rs
13,773.79 crore and sold
shares worth Rs 15,779.94
crore, resulting in a net out-
flow of Rs 2,006.15 crore.

Meanwhile, global market
cues remain mixed. U.S.
stock futures presented a
mixed picture. Dow Jones
futures dropped sharply by
521.0 points or 1.32 per cent
to 39148. However, Nasdaqg
futures edged higher by
30.0 points or 0.17 per cent
t018287.

Apple is reportedly making
significant strides in reduc-
ing the weight of its much-
anticipated Vision Pro 2,
aiming to address one of the
biggest criticisms of its pre-
decessor.

While the original Vision
Pro was lauded for its cut-
ting-edge features, its weight
became a significant draw-
back, particularly for users
requiring extended wear.

To counter this, Apple is
reportedly set to integrate
titanium into the construc-
tion of the second-genera-
tion augmented reality (AR)
headset, according to GSM
Arena.

According to reports ob-
tained by GSM Arena, the
company is opting for tita-
nium primarily in the inter-
nal structure of the headset.

This move will help shave
off some of the bulk without
compromising the device’s
performance and durability.

The external casing of the
headset, however, will still
retain an aluminium body,
albeit painted in a sleek
black shade.

This exterior, according
to the reports, will bear a
colour reminiscent of “dark
graphite blue,” a nod to the
signature hues Apple used
in earlier products like the
iPhone 5.

The use of titanium is a
bold choice for Apple, con-
sidering the material’s high
cost.

However, it aligns with the
company’s focus on creating
a lighter and more comfort-
able user experience for the
Vision Pro 2, without sacri-
ficing the device’s premium
feel.

As the device’s weight is
reduced, it is expected that
Apple will also work on ad-
dressing the headset’s price,
which has been a significant
barrier for potential custom-
ers.

Additionally, rumours
suggest that the next-gen-
eration AR headset may
not carry the “Vision Pro 2”
moniker, as some had antici-
pated.
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FUTURE DEPENDS ON RESPONSIBILITY, NOT ENTITLEMENT

OPINION

DR NISHAKANT OJHA

N\

A NATION BUILT, YET
UNDERMINED

India today is not suffering
from a lack of vision or re-
sources. Under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s lead-
ership, the government has
delivered sweeping reforms,
built world-class infrastruc-
ture, enabled digital inclu-
sion at scale, and positioned
India as a formidable global
power. Whether it’s defense,
manufacturing, health tech,
or financial inclusion, the
architecture for a modern
India has been decisively
laid down.

Yet, despite this momen-
tum, every market correc-
tion, job loss, or industrial
underperformance is met
with the same tired reflex:
blame the government. This
knee-jerk response is not
only intellectually dishon-
est—itis actively sabotaging
the nation’s progress. The

real drag on India’s growth
is not policy paralysis, but
execution paralysis. The
problem lies not in gover-
nance, but in a widespread
culture of dependency, com-
placency, and entitlement.

This analysis aims to shift
the spotlight where it be-
longs: on the institutions,
industries, and actors that
continue to underperform
despite unprecedented
support. PM Modi Has De-
livered - It's Time for India
to Break Free from Entitle-
ment and Embrace True
Governance!

DEFENSE SECTOR:
WHEN FUNDING ISN'T
THE PROBLEM, BUT
VISION IS

India’s defense allocation
for FY 2024-25 stands
at 6.2 lakh crore, ranking
it among the top three mili-
tary spenders in the world.
Out of this, 1.72lakh crore
is earmarked specifically for
capital acquisitions—mark-
ing an unambiguous com-
mitment to self-reliance and
modernization.

The policy intent is crystal
clear: 500+ items have been
embargoed from import to
boost domestic production.
Aatmanirbharta in defense
is no longer a slogan—it is
national policy backed by

serious investment.

And yet, results remain
underwhelming. DPSUs
miss delivery timelines,
field outdated platforms,
and struggle with systemic
inefficiencies. The private
sector, rather than build-
ing indigenous capabilities
in critical domains like AT
warfare, drone swarms, or
hypersonics, seems more
interested in lobbying for
contracts than investing in
R&D.

Whenever goals aren’t
met, the blame is passed on
to bureaucracy or regula-
tion. But innovation cannot
be outsourced to the gov-
ernment—it must be led by
technocrats, scientists, and
entrepreneurs willing to
take risks and think long-
term.

Strategically, India’s mili-
tary posture is no longer
about merely holding the
line—it’s about shaping the
regional order. The Indian
Army, with over 1.2 million
active personnel, is not only
the second-largest stand-
ing force globally but also
one of the most combat-
experienced, with decades
of operational engagement
from high-altitude warfare
in Siachen to counterinsur-
gency in Kashmir. When
compared to superpowers,
the U.S. military projects
power globally through
advanced technology and
expeditionary capabilities,
while China focuses on
rapid modernization and re-
gional dominance through
asymmetric tools like cyber
and missile systems. India,
under Modi’s leadership,

is carving its own strategic
path—investing in indig-
enous defense manufactur-
ing, advancing integrated
theatre commands, and
embracing next-generation
warfare in Al, quantum,
and space. With a nuclear
triad in place, a blue-water
navy emerging, and robust
ties with QUAD partners,
Indiais positioned as a pivot
state in the Indo-Pacific. The
strategic scaffolding is ready.
What remains is for the rest
of the Indian system—bu-
reaucracy, industry, aca-
demia, and citizens—to shed
inertia, match the tempo,
and convert this potential
into undeniable power

INNOVATION
ECOSYSTEM:
OBSESSING OVER
VALUATIONS,
IGNORING REAL VALUE
India now hosts over
114,000 recognized start-
ups, making it the world’s
third-largest startup eco-
system. With initiatives
like Digital India, Startup
India, and 14,000 crore
mobilized under the Fund
of Funds, the government
has gone all in to nurture
innovation. Platforms like
UPI—which handled over
12 billion transactions in
March 2024 alone—have
revolutionized the way In-
dia transacts, all built and
maintained by the state.
Despite this extraordinary
foundation, India’s startup
ecosystem remains shallow.
The obsession with unicorn
status, flashy IPOs, and VC
valuations has eclipsed
focus on hard-tech, deep-

science, and core infrastruc-
ture innovation.

Nowhere is this clearer
than in the semiconductor
sector. With 76,000 crore
pledged to create a chip eco-
system, the government of-
fered global giants a golden
opportunity. Yet, firms
backed out citing “com-
mercial unviability”—code
for “we want high returns
without high risk.” This
isn’t entrepreneurship. It’s
opportunism. India doesn’t
lack policy support. It lacks
private sector courage.

PLI SCHEMES: FROM
STRATEGICLEVERTO
SOFT TARGET

The Production-Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme,
with an outlay of 1.97 lakh
crore across 14 sectors, is
arguably the most aggres-
sive industrial stimulus
India has ever seen. And
the results are beginning to
show: mobile phone exports
have crossed $15 billion, and
India now ranks second in
global smartphone produc-
tion.

But in several sectors, the
scheme is being gamed.
Many firms entered merely
to claim incentives without
investing in end-to-end
value chains or building
globally competitive ca-
pacity. When profits didn’t
come easy, they exited, citing
“policy confusion.”

The issue isn’t with the
scheme. The issue is with
those treating it like a sub-
sidy program rather than
a performance-linked op-
portunity.

The state opened the

doors. It’s the players who
chose shortcuts over scale.

ACADEMIA AND
RESEARCH: A
DISCONNECT FROM
NATIONAL PURPOSE
It’s a common trope that
India lags behind in inno-
vation because of low pub-
lic R&D spending. Thisis a
myth. The Indian govern-
ment accounts for nearly
57% of the nation’s total
R&D outlay—a far cry from
countries like the US and
China, where private enter-
prise contributes over 70%.

Despite generous funding,
Top India’s premier institu-
tions produces low transla-
tional output. Research of-
ten remains academic rather
than application-oriented.
Commercial patents, tech
transfers, and private part-
nerships are far too rare.

Meanwhile, the private
sector contributes little to
national R&D, choosing to
ride global IP or depend on
the state for technological
hand-holding.

If India’s innovation en-
gine feels stalled, it’s because
academia and industry re-
main siloed, not because
the government failed to
provide capital or capacity.

THE CASH COW
SYNDROME: WHEN
THE STATE BEARS
ALL THE RISK
Across sectors, the same
pattern recurs: profits are
privatized, but losses are
nationalized.

In the power sector, state
discoms make populist
promises, default on dues,

and expect central bailouts.

Inbanking, bad loans from
reckless corporate lending
forced the Centre to recapi-
talize PSU banks to the tune
of 3.1lakh crore.

In agriculture, reform re-
sistance persists—yet there’s
a constant demand for MSP
hikes and waivers, which
cost the exchequer 2.17
lakh crore.

This is not governance
failure. It’s elite welfareism
disguised as crisis manage-
ment.Indiais being drained
not by anegligent state—but
by an entitled ecosystem.

A LEADER WHO
BUILDS, NOT JUST
SPEAKS

In a political landscape
crowded with rhetoric,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi remains singular: a
doer. His leadership is not
just transformative—it is
relentless.

CONSIDER THE

FACTS:

Make in India has revital-
ized domestic manufactur-
ing, from defense to rail-
ways.

Digital India and the JAM
trinity (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-
Mobile) have brought finan-
cial and digital inclusion to
the last mile.

PM Gati Shakti is trans-
forming infrastructure
planning through real-time
geospatial coordination.

Swachh Bharat and the
world’s largest vaccination
campaign were executed
with speed and scale un-
matched globally.

Whether it was abrogat-

ing Article 370, executing
the Balakot airstrikes, or
crafting India’s rising diplo-
matic stature through over
100 international engage-
ments, Modi has shown
clarity, conviction, and con-
sistency. This isn’t headline
governance. This is legacy-
making.

SHARP TAKEAWAY:
FROM BLAME TO
RESPONSIBILITY

India today stands at the
threshold of becoming a
global superpower. The gov-
ernment has put in place the
frameworks, infrastructure,
and vision needed to unlock
its full potential.

But the burden of nation-
building cannot fall on the
state alone. The private sec-
tor must invest—not just in
factories, but in ideas. Aca-
demia must shift from pub-
lishing papers to producing
patents. Citizens must move
from entitlement to engage-
ment.

The narrative of blaming
the government for every
shortfall is not only lazy—it’s
corrosive. If India is to truly
rise, it will be because all its
stakeholders decide to build,
not just benefit.

Prime Minister Modi has

done more than govern. He
has delivered. Now it’s the
nation’s turn to respond—
with action, ambition, and
accountability.India doesn’t
need more handouts. It
needs more hands that
build.
Dr Nishakant Ojha is an In-
ternationally renowned expert
in foreign affairs and strategic
national security issues .

The lesser man and a slave new world

DR. JERNAIL S. ANAND

Let us remain human, error
prone, we do not need per-
fection. So long as we keep
on making mistakes, we
shall remain human. Let us
love our mistakes. - Anand

The 20th century author
Aldous Huxley writes a
dystopian novel Brave
New World based on the
promises of science and
technology. The world that
has come up now may be
new, but hardly ‘brave’. We
are undergoing a resistless
change, rather a transfor-
mation, leaving the past
behind, and embracing the
future at a breakneck speed,
so that nothing is completely
visible, and we are having
only hazy images of reality .
‘When we stop somewhere,
earth below our feet starts
running, and the sky comes
into motion. Where are we
headed for? If the march is
only up to the grave, why are
we dreaming of things which
will make us slaves, or create
slaves for us?

CREATOR VERSUS
CREATOR

I do not contend man’s wish
to be a creator. But the first
world that God created is so
beautiful, so satisfying. He
has not created slaves. He
has given brain and a little
free will to every object. Yet
He wields great power over
his creation. But does He in-
terfere? He intervenes rarely,
but sometimes violently too,
when we do not listen to his
voiceless commands.

We want to create robots.
A robot has a plastic mind,
whereas a man has a living
mind. A robot cannot grow
in its perceptions, a man
grows up from a child to an
adolescent and then to an
adult. A robot does not need
a'woman to procreate, but a
man does. And most of all, a
robot is a remote controlled
slave, which a man is not.
Man is a proud being, cast
in the mould of God himself,
and by sacrifice, he can rise
to the level of God. Sacrifice,
love, affection - these words
have no meaning for a robot.
Moreover, God specialized
in giving different faces and
different minds to his cre-
ated beings. I don’t think
we can perform this feat?
Our creations are featureless
and thus faceless too.

Finally, while God wanted
us to become supermen, we
are after creating a LESSER
MAN. Freedom is the most
lovable word after life, and
slavery, the most detestable
after death. But we want
to create slaves, and then
turn their slaves ourselves.
Shall we ever have mighty
figures like Ravana or even
Bhishma? Can we think of
a world of human beings
which witnesses great wars
like Ramayana, Mahabhara-
ta or even Troy? We have at
the most Terminators who
appear like men, but are ma-
chine-monsters. We should
be afraid of those creations
which do not die. Because,
life has only one distinguish-
ing mark. Anditis that it can
die. Machines are immortal,
hence figures of fear if they
replace us.

Science and technology
should remain subordinate
to the wellbeing of mankind.
We cannot allow any activ-
ity in our home which will
finally obliterate us. If we
allow the technological ad-
vances to go on unchecked,

and undirected, it will put
into danger everything we
have created. So, the great-
est issue before us, and the
gravest threat is that we
should remain human, er-
ror prone, we do not need
perfection. So long as we
keep on making mistakes,
we shall remain human. Let
us love our mistakes.

THE ‘PERFECT’
TRAGEDY

Efficiency is good, but per-
fection is a dangerous idea.
Our machines are perfect.
Our aeroplanes, our trains,
our computers, our mo-
biles - all are nearly fault-
less. This is a Universe of
Perfection which we have
created around us. But the
tragic aspect of it is that we
are ourselves Imperfect.
This perfection can wipe us
out. Killer life systems have
destroyed our time. We are
hopping from operation to
operation. Take food, rush
tolaptop. Have a power nap,
rush to laptop. Here is a mes-
sage onmobile. Hereisalink
for a meeting. Sometimes I
think our ceaseless work
will lead us out of existence.

Al: THE ORACLE
However, there is another
aspect to the emerging Al
world. We are scared of its
devastating reach into hu-
man thought systems as it
can replace man very easily.
Itis a danger far greater than
any Ramayana or Mahab-
harata war. We need tech-
nology neither as a slave,
nor as a master. We do not
want to create robots to take
our commands without pro-
test. We do not want men to
become so dependent on
machine, that they cannot
get up from their bed, and
move on their own feet. That
would be the worst day for
mankind.

We can appreciate the

perfectionist part of tech-
nology, at least machines
do not lie, if they have no
emotions, they also have
no enmities, nor any biases,
nor any personal likes and
dislikes. Unless twisted, they
speak the truth. In medical
science, how we depend on
machines. There was a time
when people who held on
to truth were killed by the
rulers. Machines cannot
be stopped from telling the
truth. Grok is the highest
in artificial intelligence, and
it surprises us with its fast
paced performances, and
its perfection too. If they
speak the truth, they are like
Oracles of the Postmodern
Age, who are not afraid of
anybody and say what they
perceive.

Atthe same time, they spell
fear for us. Too much depen-
dence on them weakens our
hold on life systems. So, the
right course for mankind
would be to remain close to
God, nature, and use tech-
nology only as an assistance,
notas complete replacement.
The decision should remain
with man, however faulty is
his perceptions. Electricity is
no less dangerous. But how
many people die of electric
shock? On the other hand, it
runs every gadget, including
charging our mobiles and
laptops. Al too should be
looked upon like electricity.
And its further research di-
rected towards the welfare of
mankind, not towards creat-
ing A LESSER MAN, AND
A SLAVE NEW WORLD.

Dr. Jernail Singh Anand, [the
Seneca, Charter of Morava,
Franz Kafka and Maxim
Gorky awards Laureate, with
an opus of 180 books, whose
name adorns the Poets’ Rock in
Serbia]] is a towering literary
figure whose work embodies a
rare fusion of creativity, intel-
lect, and moral vision.

A combat with the rising inflation -
is India ready?

YASH KALRA

The economic impact of
inflation across the globe
is building a furious roller
coaster, and India may be
next in line. Mitigating the
adverse effects of inflation
and ensuring sustainable
economic development is
a priority for good gover-
nance. Given India’s di-
verse social and economic
landscape, the country is
particularly vulnerable to
the turbulence caused by
economic unrest.

While moderate infla-
tion is considered healthy
and indicative of decent
economic growth, it is the
unchecked rise in infla-
tion that poses serious
challenges. It disrupts
the economy and has far-
reaching consequences
for businesses, MSMEs,
individuals, and house-
holds. Continuous efforts
to maintain and enhance
structural reforms across
industries and supply
chains is the key to eco-
nomic stability. A balanced
mix of fiscal and monetary
measures is essential to
maintain equilibrium be-
tween demand and supply.

India is currently ex-
periencing the profound
economic and social im-
plications of inflation. Pur-
chasing power is gradually
declining, household sav-
ings are shrinking, social
inequality is widening,

and businesses are facing
cutthroat competition. In-
flation control has become
a critical concern. Despite
the government’s proactive
approach to building a tril-
lion-dollar economy, sev-
eral additional measures
are essential for achieving
sustained and inclusive
growth.

One crucial step is pro-
tecting the vulnerable seg-
ments of society. Policies
like Direct Benefit Trans-
fers must be implemented
efficiently to avoid leakag-
es. Streamlining the Public
Distribution System will
help elevate lower-income
households and foster eco-
nomic equality.

Addressing inflation in
the long run will require
an integrated approach
involving fiscal, monetary,
structural, and logisti-
cal reforms. Promoting
artificial intelligence and
renewable energy inde-
pendence are also pivotal
in protecting vulnerable
populations and managing
inflation effectively.

Fiscal policy measures
such as reducing indirect
taxes on essential goods
can lower prices, boost
household savings, and
reduce inflation. Offer-
ing extended subsidies
on fuel can temporarily
ease the financial burden
on the public, leading to
increased liquidity in the
market.

Policies supporting re-
newable energy indepen-
dence could transform the
economic landscape. This
sector is labor-intensive
and promises employment
opportunities in the long
term. As these industries
expand, they will con-
tribute to sustainable eco-

nomic growth and reduce
reliance on imports, mak-
ing the economy more re-
silient to global price fluc-
tuations. Investing in solar,
wind, and hydropower
can help India achieve
self-reliance in energy and
stabilize prices across in-
dustries.

Revamping monetary
policy is another essen-
tial strategy. The Reserve
Bank of India can utilize
its monetary tools to con-
trol inflation. Lowering
the repo rate would make
borrowing easier, thereby
empowering individuals
and businesses. Tools like
Open Market Operations
and Security Liquidations
can help stabilize markets
in the short term. Adjust-
ing the cash reserve ratio
could enhance overall
liquidity and provide
further control over infla-
tion.

Long-term reforms must
be consistent and focused
on increasing productivity
among the youth through
skill development and
educational investments.
Though revamping edu-
cation is a long-term en-
deavor, it promises lasting
benefits and helps ensure
a brighter future for India.

Simplifying business pol-
icies can attract industries
to India. The country’s
unique geography and
cultural appeal can draw
international sectors such
as the movie industry, pro-
vided business policies are
favorable. Easing land in-
vestment regulations can
also streamline the flow of
investments across vari-
ous verticals.

Boosting and investing
in supply chains is crucial
for tackling inflationary

pressures. Investments in
irrigation, soil improve-
ment, agricultural technol-
ogy, and better seeds will
gradually help eliminate
food inflation. Removing
bottlenecks in food supply
chains will reduce freight
charges and ensure steady
supplies.

Strengthening trade
policies remains a vital
economic driver. Increas-
ing exports, attracting in-
vestments, and retaining
foreign direct investments
(FDIs) are necessary for
trade stability. The govern-
ment’s steps to simplify
Free Trade Agreements
and Bilateral Trade Agree-
ments are proving benefi-
cial and are expected to be
even more impactful in the
future.

Encouraging household
savings and investments
can also serve as a buffer
against inflation. Higher
interest rates on depos-
its and the promotion of
inflation-indexed bonds
can help middle-income
households hedge against
inflation.

A balanced approach
with seamless coordina-
tion between the govern-
ment and the private sec-
tor is slowly but steadily
pushing the country for-
ward. While India faces
significant challenges,
the opportunities in this
evolving economic pow-
erhouse generate a strong
wave of positive sentiment.
India is indeed marching
forward with excellence.

Yash Kalra is businessman
based in Jaipur, known for bis
expertise in economics, finan-
cial management, strategic
planning, travel and tourism,
and event management.
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ARANMULA KANNADI:
A REFLECTION OF
ANCIENT INDIAN
SGIENCE

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

estled in the tran-
quil temple town of
Aranmula in Kera-

la, a mysterious mirror has
silently reflected the bril-
liance of Indian metallurgy,
spiritual symbolism, and
artisanal heritage for over
five centuries. Known as
the Aranmula Kannadi, or
Aranmula Mirror, this rare
artefact is no ordinary mir-
ror — it is a masterpiece of
ancient science and sacred
tradition, and its making
remains one of India’s best-
kept artisanal secrets.

The Aranmula Kannadi
is a front-surface reflective
mirror, a rarity even by to-
day’s industrial standards.
While modern mirrors rely
on a glass base coated with
metallic films, the Aran-
mula mirror eliminates the
glass. It is crafted entirely
from a special high-tin
bronze alloy, resulting in a
unique, distortion-free re-
flection that doesn’t suffer
from the secondary images
seen in typical back-coated
glass mirrors.

Scientific studies have
confirmed that this mir-
ror is made of a delta phase
bronze — an intermetallic
compound of copper and
tin (Cu31Sn38) — with a
tin composition of about
32.6%. This precision alloy,
referred to as high-tin 'delta’
bronze, is metallurgically
complex to reproduce, even
with modern technology.
What’s astounding is that
the exact formulation and
process remain guarded
within a single lineage of ar-
tisans in Aranmula, passed
down from generation to
generation as an oral family
secret.

BORN OF LEGEND,

ROOTED IN RITUAL

The origins of the Aran-
mula Kannadi are woven
into the mythos of the
Aranmula Parthasarathy
Temple, dedicated to Lord
Krishna. Legend tells of
skilled artisans summoned
from Tamil Nadu for temple
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Sharada Srinivasan holding a polished mirror blank at the workshop of Gopukumar Achary. PICTURE SOURCE: Sahapedia

construction who offered a
gleaming crown fitted with
a metal mirror to the deity.
Impressed, the king asked
them to settle in Aranmula,
where the mirror-making
legacy took root.

Locals believe a woman
from one of these families
received the secret for-
mula in a divine dream.
Since then, the tradition
has stayed within the Vish-
wakarma community — a
testament to both spiritual
calling and metallurgical
mastery.

More than a decorative
object, the mirror holds
ceremonial weight. It is
an essential element of the
Ashtamangalyam — the
eight auspicious items used
in Hindu rituals and wed-
dings in Kerala. It symbol-
ises purity, clarity, and good
fortune. During Vishu, the
Kerala New Year, the mir-
ror takes center stage in the
Vishukkani — a visual of-
fering that believers view
upon waking to ensure
prosperity.

A LABOUR OF LOVE
AND PRECISION
Creating the Aranmula mir-
ror is a labor-intensive pro-
cess involving two primary
stages — alloy casting and
extensive polishing. The
mirrors come in three basic
forms: hand-held (valkan-
nadi), backstand, and fixed-
stand models. Each begins
with a mould, often made
from local clay mixed with
flax to achieve just the right
adhesion and strength. Ar-
tisans historically sourced
this mud from specific pad-
dy fields near the Pampa
River — until the 2018 Kera-
la floods disrupted availabil-
ity and forced sourcing from
nearby villages like Mannar.
Once the alloy is poured
and cooled, the surface is
polished for several weeks
using a paste made of fine
abrasives and oils, until the
metal takes on a flawless,
glass-like sheen. The pol-
ishing alone can take up to
two months. The process is
so intricate that a single er-

ror can render the mirror
unusable.

Each mirror is then
framed in ornately hand-
crafted metal casings — tra-
ditionally in brass or bronze
— transforming it from a
scientific marvelinto a sym-
bol of grace and reverence.

WHEN FLOODWATERS
ROSE, SO DID THE
MIRROR MAKERS

In August 2018, devastat-
ing floods submerged most
of Aranmula and brought
production of the mirror to a
standstill. Fourteen of the 25
known mirror-making units
(alas) around the Parthasara-
thy Temple were underwa-
ter for days. Hundreds of
moulds were destroyed, cop-
per and tin supplies washed
away, and countless finished
mirrors scratched beyond
redemption.
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“The industry came to a
complete halt for nearly
two months,” recalled K. P.
Ashokan, president of the
Vishwabrahmana Aran-
mula Metal Mirror Nirman
Society. The loss was not
merely financial — esti-
mated at Rs.10-15 lakh per
unit — but spiritual and
cultural. The flood had hit
just before Onam, the festi-
val season that brings in the
largest orders.

Yet, like the metal they
mould, the artisans proved
resilient. Aid came from
across the world, spurred by
media coverage. Volunteers
helped clean out the mud-
clogged alas, donations
poured in, and the global de-
mand for authentic mirrors
surged. Within six months,
production resumed — a
phoenix-like revival from
the mud and waters.

METALLURGY IN THE
VEDIC ERA

Though the mirror’s docu-
mented history dates back
to at least the 18th century,
the metallurgical knowl-
edge it embodies echoes
practices from the Vedic
period. The Vedas and an-
cient texts like Rasa Ratna
Samuccaya and Samaran-
gana Sutradhara reveal an
intricate understanding of
metals, alloys, and casting
techniques. The precision
required to form a delta-
phase alloy — stable only in
a narrow range of copper-
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The origins of the Aranmula Kannadi
are woven into the mythos of the
Aranmula Parthasarathy Temple,

dedicated to Lord Krishna.
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TEM images of SLMed Cu-Sn alloy specimens: a, b) Cu-55n; ¢, d) Cu-10Sn; e, f) Cu-15Sn.
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tin composition — suggests
not only technical prowess
but scientific intuition far
ahead of its time.

The process mirrors tech-
niques similar to the lost-
wax method found in Chola
bronzes. But here, the end
product is reflective, both
literally and metaphorical-
ly, of a civilisation that could
merge aesthetic sensibility
with scientific inquiry.

GLOBAL
RECOGNITION, LOCAL
STRUGGLES
The Aranmula Kannadi
received the Geographi-
cal Indication (GI) tag in
2004, becoming Kerala’s
first registered GI product.
A 45-centimetre model was
showcased at the British
Museum, London, cement-
ing its global reputation. It
has been gifted to dignitar-
ies, including former US
President Barack Obama.
Still, the industry faces ex-
istential challenges. Young-
er generations of artisans,

lured by urban opportuni-
ties and disinterested in
long hours of painstaking
labour, are reluctant to
carry the legacy forward.
To counter this, the Nirman
Society now runs training
programs every two years
and has launched e-com-
merce initiatives to broaden
its market.

Despite the efforts, de-
mand fluctuates. Many arti-
sans still rely on pilgrimage
seasons and festival sales.
“The value of the mirror
lies in understanding what
it represents,” says Rajeev, a
third-generation craftsman.
“It is not just about reflec-
tion; it’s about preserving
history, tradition, and sci-
ence.”

For those seeking to bring
this heritage home, authen-
tic Aranmula Kannadis can
be purchased in the village
itself or from certified ven-
dors online, such as the offi-
cial website (www.aranmu-
lakannadi.net). Each mirror
comes with a certificate of

Madanika with mirror, thirteenth-century Hoysala sculpture, temple at Belur, Karnataka.
PICTURE SOURCE: Sahapedia

authenticity. Prices range
from Rs.1,000 for small
models to over Rs.11lakh for
large, ornamental pieces.
At home, the mirror is
often placed near a puja al-
tar, in the living room, or as
part of a ceremonial ashta-
mangalya set. It should be
kept at room temperature,
cleaned delicately in one
direction, and never stored
in kitchens or bathrooms —
reflecting not just faces but
auspicious intent.

A PILGRIMAGE OF
CULTURE

The town of Aranmula, lo-
cated about 120 km from
Thiruvananthapuram, is
a spiritual destination in
its own right. Visitors can
reach it via the nearest air-
port in Kochi or railway
stations at Kollam or Chen-
gannur. The best time to
visit is between October and
February, or during Onam,
when the temple town
erupts in celebration. Snake
boat races on the Pampa,
temple feasts (vallasadya),
and mirror markets offer a
cultural immersion like no
other.

Kerala Tourism has de-
clared Aranmula a “heritage
village,” urging travelers to
explore not just its temple
and boat races but its en-
during tradition of crafting
reflections in metal.

REFLECTING A LOST
WORLD

In an age of instant selfies
and mass-produced goods,
the Aranmula Kannadi
stands apart as a quiet em-
bodiment of India’s ancient
wisdom — an object that
requires weeks of patience,
secret recipes, and spiri-
tual grounding to create. It
is a mirror that doesn’t just
show your face but invites
you to reflect on heritage,
craftsmanship, and what it
means to truly “see” some-
thing.

In the hands of its artisans,
this mirror becomes more
than a product. It is a portal
into a legacy that deserves
not just admiration, but
preservation. For to under-
stand the Aranmula Kanna-
diis to glimpse the brilliance
of a civilization that saw no
boundaries between science
and soul.
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TRAINS, TALES, AND TIME: 172 YEARS OF

DR. SUDHANSHU MANI

ven as we congratu-
late Indian Railways
(IR) on completing

172 years, I reflected on re-
cent news. And although
one is aware that IR is in-
creasingly caught in the
gravitational pull of grand-
standing, the experience
bordered on the surreal.

In abrisk 10-minute scan,
one came across news gems
like the Mumbai-Pune and
Delhi-Jaipur Hyperloop
projects that would alleg-
edly slash travel time to 25
minutes and better still, a
Chennai-Bengaluru cor-
ridor was under consid-
eration to bring the cities
just15minutes apart. Never
mind that the all that is on
ground is a student level
scaled down experimental
model at IIT Madras. An-
other report claimed that a
Delhi-Varanasi high-speed
rail would complete the
journey in 3.5 hours with
a 15-km tunnel under con-
struction. Reality check: no
such project has even been
sanctioned.

Laudatory headlines
celebrated record earn-
ings in FY 25 but the an-
nual growth in revenue
is a paltry 1.7%, salvaged
largely by increased car-
riage of polluting coal. On
the passenger front, IR an-
nounced the rollout of 50
Amrit Bharat trains with
ergonomic seats and fancy
pantry designs but com-
pletely silent on the plight
of General Class passengers
who still travel standing in
appalling conditions.

One might argue that
these are media exaggera-
tions. Yet, most reports
quote official railway

sources, and we have seen
no clarifications or retrac-
tions.

Take the recent Fevicol
advertisement featuring
passengers clinging to the
door of a Mumbai local.
IR took umbrage and had
it pulled down. But while
the ad may have nudged the
boundaries of taste, the im-
age it portrayed is sadly all
too familiar.

A LEGACY THAT
ECHOES ON THE
TRACKS

But first, a toast to the birth-
day. At 172, IR remains In-
dia’s most ambitious social
experiment on wheels. It’s
far more than a transporta-
tion network—it’s an emo-
tional map, a mobile tapestry
of the nation’s lives. To call it
an organisation is like call-
ing the Himalayas a hill sta-
tion. It’s a parallel universe,
connecting dusty hamlets
to megacities, carrying not
just freight and passengers
but livelihood, memories,
frustrations, and dreams.

The romance of Indian
Railways lies not merely in
nostalgia but in its living,
breathing poetry. Ask any
Indian and they’ll have a
train story: the thrill of the
window seat, the lullaby
of wheels on track, the in-
trigue of foil-packed meals,
or the chaos and charm of
a packed compartment. For
more than a century and a
half, IR has been a great
leveller. From pilgrims to
politicians, schoolchildren
to soldiers, everyone has
ridden in its belly, sharing
benches and stories. There
is no parallel to the shared
humanity of a train jour-
ney—raw, unfiltered India,
crawling mostly below 100
kmph, occasionally sprint-
ing at 160.

The imagery is iconic:
Gandhi riding lower class
to connect with the people
for awakening of its peo-
ple to aspire for freedom;
red-shirted porters defy-
ing physics with a tower
of luggage on their heads;
vendors chanting “chai-

The romance of Indian Railways lies

not merely in nostalgia but in its living,
breathing poetry. Ask any Indian and they’ll
have a train story: the thrill of the window
seat, the lullaby of wheels on track, the
intrigue of foil-packed meals, or the chaos
and charm of a packed compartment.

chai” with the cadence of
a hymn; and the grand
old stations—VT, Howrah,
Charbagh—standing tall,
noble but weary.

Even bridges tell stories.

The Chenab Bridge, soar-
ing 359 metres above the
riverbed, is more than
a marvel—it’s a symbol
of ambition with reality.
And then there is Train

i1l
=\ VWS
18/Vande Bharat, a home-
grown symbol of moder-
nity and speed, evoking a
fresh chapter in the railway
romance.

TRANSFORMATIONAL
MILESTONES
But romance alone does
not move a nation. IR has
evolved—though at times
at the Hindu rate of change.
Still, there have been epochs
of genuine reform.
Among post-Indepen-
dence milestones, the As-
sam Rail Link Project of
1949 under Karnail Singh
speedily reconnected re-

gions split by Partition. The
launch of the Rajdhani Ex-
press in 1969 brought cities
closer, in spirit and in time.
In 1982, MS Gujral’s intro-
duction of unit rake freight
transformed freight logis-
tics with increased rev-
enues. The late 1980s saw
Madhavrao Scindia usher
in Shatabdi Express, cater-
ing upgrades, and comput-
erized reservations.

E. Sreedharan’s execution
of the Konkan Railway re-
mains a gold standard for
infrastructure delivery,
laying the groundwork
for urban metros. As India
went digital, serpentine
queues gave way to online
bookings. Freight reforms
under Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav—controversial but ef-
fective—boosted revenue
significantly. The 2013-18
green shift introduced bio-
toilets, and 2019 saw the
long-overdue removal of
unmanned level crossings.
Today, the USBRL project
connecting Kashmir to
the national grid stands
as both a civil engineering
triumph and a statement of
true national integration.

Major changes like com-
plete gauge conversion,
100% electrification, LHB

coaches with CBC cou-
plers, and powerful loco-
motives, though impactful,
unfolded too gradually to
mark true tipping points.
The Vande Bharat story,
however, deserves a sepa-
rate mention. It sparked
rare engineering pride and
demonstrated the power of
leadership and conviction.
But what began as a move-
ment risks devolving into
tokenism.

THE HYPE

‘Which brings us to the pres-
ent. There’s no doubt IR en-
joys massive capital support.
Over the past decade, it has
received 17 lakh crore—
seven times the previous
decade. This should have
translated into a quantum
leap in performance. Yet,
freight growth this year
barely reached 1.9%. The
Operating Ratio, stubborn-
ly hovering around 98-99,
is propped up more by ac-
counting acrobatics than
efficiency. The Dedicated
Freight Corridors—once
touted as transformative—
are physically complete but
commercially underwhelm-
ing. Freight speeds linger at
25 kmph, undercutting the
potential.

Worse is the culture of
announcements. No wait-
ing list by 2027—without
a roadmap. Kavach safety
system coverage remains
static despite loud prom-
ises. “400 Vande Bharats
by 2025” —but we have not
seen even 100. Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train
by 2022? Now drifting to
2030. Hydrogen trains—
bizarrely proposed on al-
ready electrified routes.
And the Vande Bharat
sleeper version remains a
prototype in purgatory.

The PR engine hums
smoothly. But is storytell-
ing replacing story-mak-
ing? Grand declarations
far outpace delivery. The IR
Amendment Bill of 2024,
merging two acts, was
hyped as “historic,” but
does little to address auton-
omy, innovation, staffing,

INDIAN RAILWAYS

or safety. The continuing
saga of the botched Indian
Railway Management Ser-
vice adds to the confusion
rather than resolving it.

Even the climate narra-
tive feels hollow. Electri-
fication is cited as a green
triumph, but it is mostly
powered by coal-based
electricity and even, ironi-
cally, freight loading is be-
ing sustained by transport-
ing more coal. The Fevicol
fiasco was perhaps the
clearest sign of misplaced
priorities—an overreac-
tion that betrayed a fragile
ego rather than introspec-
tion. Great institutions
can laugh at themselves.
Mediocre ones censor the
mirror.

THE RAIL AHEAD

Let this not be mistaken for
cynicism. Indian Railways
has achieved tremendous,
often thankless feats—rare
but some of them world-
class. But we must ac-
knowledge the dissonance:
between investment and
outcome, promise and per-
formance, volume and value.

IR is the nation’s lifeline,
ferrying hopes, dreams,
and necessities across a
billion lives. To thrive, it
needs empathy, purpose,
innovation, and passion
to deliver - virtues that go
beyond budgets. Patron-
age may come from neces-
sity, lack of choice or even
novelty politics may fund
initiatives. But sustain-
able progress comes only
through meaningful ex-
ecution, integrity, and ac-
countability.

It is time to move beyond
applause-driven hype. Less
noise, more nuance. Fewer
declarations, more deliv-
ery. Let genuine reforms,
thoughtful innovations,
and a culture of responsi-
bility be the locomotive that
pulls Indian Railways into
its next century, with soul
and substance.

The author is Retd. General
Manager/Indian Railways,
Leader of Train 18/Vande
Bbharat project and Indepen-

ANALOG ELEGANCE A SIX-DECADE VISUAL JOURNEY THROUGH RAJASTHAN

TDG NETWORK

picture truly
speaks a thousand
words—something

clearly reflected in the pow-
erful visuals showcased at
the analog photography
exhibition ‘The Song of
Light - An Analog Odys-
sey through Rajasthan’,
which opened today at the
Rajasthan International
Centre (RIC), Jaipur, as
part of its Foundation Day
celebrations. This unique
exhibition offers a compel-
ling visual narrative of Ra-
jasthan’s rich culture and
daily life, captured over the
past 60 years by acclaimed
Jaipur-based jeweller and
photographer Sudhir Kasli-
wal, whose work brings to
life the timeless spirit and
stories of the desert state.

Analog photography, of-
ten referred to as film pho-
tography, is the original
form of image-making that
has captivated generations
of artists, storytellers, and
enthusiasts. Unlike digital
photography, which uses
electronic sensors to cap-
ture and process images,
analog photography re-
lies on light-sensitive film
to record scenes through
a chemical process. This
technique, which dates
back to the 19th century,
is celebrated not just for
its historical significance,
but also for its unique aes-
thetic, tactile process, and
emotional depth.

At the heart of analog

photography is a sense
of intentionality and pa-
tience. Each shot must be
carefully composed and
exposed, as film rolls of-
fer a limited number of
frames—typically 24 or
36. This constraint en-
courages photographers to
slow down, observe more
deeply, and truly connect
with their subject. The pro-
cess doesn’t end with the
click of a shutter; develop-
ing the film in a darkroom
and printing the image by
hand are integral parts
of the creative journey.
These steps require skill,
precision, and a deep un-
derstanding of chemical
processes, adding to the
photographer’s craftsman-
ship.

The visual output of ana-
log photography is equally
compelling. Film captures
light in a way that feels or-
ganic and rich, offering
subtle color tones, soft
contrasts, and grain tex-
tures that are difficult to
replicate digitally. The im-
perfections and unpredict-
ability of film—light leaks,
grain, and minor flaws—
add character and emo-
tion to the photographs,
making each image one
of a kind. Moreover, dif-
ferent types of film stocks
can produce vastly differ-
ent looks, giving photogra-
phers a broader palette to
express their vision.

In a world dominated by
instant digital gratifica-
tion, analog photography

has seen a renaissance in
recent years. Many con-
temporary photographers
are returning to film to re-
discover its authenticity
and artistic value. Exhi-
bitions like “The Song of
Light - An Analog Odys-
sey through Rajasthan” by
Sudhir Kasliwal are perfect
examples of how analog
photography continues to
be a powerful medium for
storytelling. Through his
lens, the spirit and soul of
Rajasthan are preserved
not just as visuals, but as
living memories.

Analog photography is
more than a technique; it’s
an experience—a medita-
tive and immersive form of
visual art that continues to
inspire and enchant, con-
necting the past with the
present in every carefully
crafted frame.

The exhibition was in-

augurated by an esteemed
panel of diplomats: Am-
bassador Gurjit Singh
(Former Envoy to Germa-
ny, Indonesia, and Ethio-
pia), Ambassador Gaitri
I. Kumar (Former Envoy
to the UK, Belgium, and
the European Union), and
Ambassador Satish Mehta
(Former Envoy to Kuwait
and Former Director Gen-
eral, Indian Council for
Cultural Relations - ICCR).
Nihal Chand Goel, Director
of RIC, also presided over

the inaugural event.

Running from 17 April
to 19 April, the exhibi-
tion features over 60 film
photographs, including
several rare Cibachrome
prints, each a window
into the lives, traditions,
and landscapes of Rajast-
han. Unlike modern digi-
tal exhibits, this analog
showcase invites viewers
into an immersive world
where light, shadow, and
emotion blend seamlessly
on film.

Sudhir Kasliwal, a self-
taught photographer
with a passion for analog
techniques, has long been
hailed as one of the most
profound visual storytell-
ers of Rajasthan. In his
photographs, Rajasthan
isn’t just a backdrop of
forts and palaces—it’s a
living, breathing land in-
habited by people whose
lives are steeped in centu-
ries-old traditions. From
village fairs and local ritu-
als to women preparing
their daily meals or herd-
ers walking their livestock
at sunset, each frame tells
a story of simplicity, resil-

vi

ience, and dignity.

“There’s no nostalgia,
no excessive melancholy,”
says Kasliwal. “I aim to
capture things as they
are—maybe with a touch of
positivity. Happiness is an
attitude of mind. People in
our country are happy, and
Iwant the outside world to
see that joy.”

This people-first ap-
proach sets Sudhir apart
from other photographers
drawn to Rajasthan’s grand
architecture and royal his-
tory. While many focus on
the state’s majestic palaces
and desert vistas, Kasli-
wal’s lens turns toward

ordinary moments and
everyday people, celebrat-
ing their joy, dignity, and
humanity without roman-
ticizing poverty or overem-
phasizing grandeur.

The exhibition offers
more than just visuals—
it’s an experiential journey
through a Rajasthan that
often escapes the spotlight.
Each photograph reveals
a slice of life suspended in
time, evoking both a sense
of place and a sense of pur-
pose.

Significantly, the exhibi-
tion follows closely on the
heels of the inauguration of
Darkroom 2.0, a state-of-
the-art facility dedicated
to analog photography
founded by Sudhir Kasli-
wal. Launched by legend-
ary photographer Steve
McCurry, Darkroom 2.0 is
designed as a hub for work-
shops, exhibitions, and
education in traditional
photographic techniques.
It aims to rekindle inter-
est in film photography,
offering hands-on experi-
ences to new generations
of photographers and en-
thusiasts.

Through ‘The Song of
Light’, Sudhir Kasliwal
extends an invitation to ex-
perience the timeless spirit
of Rajasthan—one frame at
a time. His analog images
serve not just as artistic
artifacts but as powerful
cultural documents that
preserve the heart and soul
of rural India in a rapidly
digitalizing world.
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S AND UKRAINE INK PACT ON

RECONSTRUCTION, CRITICAL MINERALS

US and Ukraine sign a Memorandum of Intent, forging a partnership focused on Ukraine’s reconstruction funded by its
natural resources, including critical minerals vital for US industries.

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

he recently unveiled
Memorandum of
Intent (Mol) be-

tween the United States
and Ukraine marks a piv-
otal moment, establishing
the foundational principles
for a long-term economic
and strategic partnership.
Forged against the back-
drop of ongoing geopolitical
complexities and the urgent
need for Ukraine’s post-
conflict reconstruction, this
agreement lays the ground-
work for extensive collabo-
ration. The primary focus
is on the development of
Ukraine’s significant natu-
ral resource sector and the
creation of a robust frame-
work for its economic re-
covery. While the Mol itself
isnot a final, legally binding
treaty, it serves as a crucial
roadmap, outlining key pro-
visions and strategic impli-
cations that will undoubt-
edly shape the future of the
bilateral relationship.

SHARED VISION

At its core, the Mol ar-
ticulates a vision of shared
economic prosperity and
strategic alignment. It ac-
knowledges the critical need
for substantial investment
in Ukraine’s reconstruction
following the devastating
impacts of the ongoing con-
flict. The agreement also
recognizes the significant
potential of Ukraine’s vast
natural resource wealth
to fuel this recovery and
contribute to global supply
chains. Furthermore, the
document underscores the
United States’ commitment
to supporting Ukraine’s
long-term security and its
integration into the broader

UKRAINE

international community.

KEY PROVISION

One of the most significant
provisions of the Mol is
the establishment of a joint
Reconstruction Invest-
ment Fund. This fund is
envisioned as a collabora-
tive financial mechanism,
co-managed by the govern-
ments of the United States
and Ukraine. A key feature
of this fund is Ukraine’s
commitment to allocate
50% of its future revenues
generated from state-
owned natural resources
towards its capitalization.
This includes a wide array
of strategically important
resources such as miner-
als, hydrocarbons (oil and
natural gas), and associated
infrastructure, including
liquefied natural gas (LNG)
terminals and port facili-
ties. This commitment by
Ukraine signifies a bold
step towards leveraging its
natural wealth for its own
recovery and long-term
economic development. By
dedicating a substantial por-
tion of future resource rev-
enues to the Reconstruction
Investment Fund, Ukraine
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aims to create a sustainable
financial stream that can
be directed towards critical
infrastructure projects, eco-
nomic diversification initia-
tives, and social programs
essential for rebuilding the
nation. The collaborative
management structure of
the fund ensures a degree
of transparency and joint
oversight in the allocation
and utilization of these re-
sources, fostering trust and
accountability between the
two partner nations. The
inclusion of hydrocarbons
and related infrastructure
in the revenue-sharing
agreement highlights the
potential for Ukraine to play
amore significant role in the
global energy landscape in
the future. While the cur-
rent conflict has severely
disrupted Ukraine’s energy
sector, the long-term vision
outlined in the Mol suggests
a commitment to revital-
izing and further develop-

ing its energy resources,
potentially contributing to
European energy security
and generating substantial
revenues for reconstruction.
Similarly, the focus on min-
eral resources, as discussed
later, underscores the strate-
gic importance of Ukraine’s
geological wealth beyond
the energy sector.

US SUPPORT FOR
SECURITY

Another crucial aspect
of the Mol pertains to the
United States’ support for
Ukraine’s security guaran-
tees. While the document
stops short of providing
concrete, legally binding
security assurances akin
to a mutual defense treaty,
it explicitly expresses the
United States’ support for
Ukraine’s pursuit of such
guarantees, recognizing
their vital role in establish-
ing lasting peace and stabil-
ity in the region. The United

Stagflation: Powell’s warning
and the Fed’s dilemma

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

Federal Reserve Chair Je-
rome Powell has raised
alarm bells, warning that
President Trump’s tariff
policies could trigger stag-
flation, a dreaded economic
condition characterized
by rising prices and slow-
ing economic growth. This
scenario, reminiscent of the
1970s, poses a significant
challenge for central bank-
ers.

THREAT OF TARIFFS

Powell’s concern stems from
the potential for tariffs to
simultaneously inflate con-
sumer prices and stifle eco-
nomic activity. He argued
that the “significantly larger
than anticipated” tariffs are
likely to generate at least a
temporary rise in inflation,
with the potential for pro-
longed price pressures as
costs pass through to con-
sumers. This directly con-
tradicts Trump’s pledge to
lower prices for Americans.

CENTRAL BANKER’S
NIGHTMARE

Stagflation presents a unique
policy dilemma. Tradition-
ally, the Fed combats in-
flation by raising interest
rates, which can slow eco-
nomic growth and increase
unemployment. Conversely,
lowering rates to stimulate

EXPLAINER

growth can exacerbate infla-
tion. This catch-22 situation
puts the Fed’s dual man-
date—maximizing employ-
ment and maintaining price
stability—in direct conflict.
Powell acknowledged this,
stating, “We may find our-
selves in the challenging
scenario in which our dual-
mandate goals are in ten-
sion.”

ECHOES OF 1970S

The 1970s serve as a stark
reminder of stagflation’s
devastating impact. The
Arab oil embargo triggered
a surge in oil prices, leading
to high inflation and stag-

nant growth. The Fed’s at-
tempts to navigate this crisis
through fluctuating interest
rates ultimately resulted ina
prolonged and painful reces-
sion. This historical context
underscores the severity of
Powell’s warning.

CURRENT VS. PAST
CRISIS

While Powell’s warnings
are serious, he emphasized
that the U.S. is not currently
experiencing stagflation. He
contrasted today’s economic
indicators with the 1970s,
which saw double-digit
unemployment and high
single-digit inflation.
However, he cautioned that
the current policy path,
driven by tariffs, could lead
the economy down a dan-

gerous path.

FED’S BALANCING ACT
The core of the issue lies in
the Fed’s delicate balancing
act. Traditionally, low un-
employment supports mod-
erate inflation as consumers
can absorb price increases.
However, stagflation dis-
rupts this dynamic.

When inflation rises amidst
economic stagnation and job
losses, businesses struggle
to pass on costs, suppress-
ing profits and deepening
the economic malaise.
Powell fears that the current
tariff-driven policy could
create this unfavorable en-
vironment, forcing the Fed
to make difficult choices
between combating infla-
tion and supporting growth.
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Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelenskiy (Left) and US President Donald Trump. File Photo

States further commits to a
long-term financial part-
nership aimed at fostering
a stable and economically
prosperous Ukraine. This
commitment includes tak-
ing concrete steps to bolster
Ukraine’s economic security
resilience, recognizing that
a strong and self-sufficient
economy is a fundamental
pillar of national security.
The emphasis on long-term
financial partnership and
economic security resil-
ience suggests a broader
strategy beyond immedi-
ate reconstruction needs.
It implies a commitment to
assisting Ukraine in build-
ing a robust and diversified
economy thatisless vulner-
able to external pressures
and can sustain long-term
growth and development.
This could involve support
for structural reforms, in-
vestment promotion, and
integration into global mar-
kets. The Mol also formally

acknowledges Ukraine’s
historic decision to relin-
quish its nuclear arsenal,
recognizing its significant
contribution to global peace
and security.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

In terms of its legal frame-
work, the Mol demonstrates
flexibility in its signing pro-
cess, allowing for signing in
multiple counterparts. The
Mol anticipates the sign-
ing of a final, more detailed
agreement shortly after
April 26, 2025, contingent
upon ongoing technical ne-
gotiations and parliamen-
tary ratification in Ukraine.
Beyond the specific provi-
sions, the document carries
significant strategic implica-
tions, particularly concern-
ing economic and strategic
interests. The agreement
is widely interpreted as a
strategic move by the United
States to secure enhanced
access to Ukraine’s sub-

stantial reserves of critical
minerals, vital for various
industries. Ukraine’s miner-
al wealth positions it as a po-
tentially crucial partner in
global supply chains, align-
ing with the US desire to di-
versify sources. This access
could also have significant
implications for the defense
industry. The Mol also car-
ries considerable diplomatic
weight, emerging after a
period of reported strain in
bilateral relations, signaling
arenewed commitment to a
durable partnership.

DOMESTIC
CONSIDERATIONS
Domestically within
Ukraine, the Mol has elicit-
ed arange of reactions, with
ongoing debates regarding
specific terms, particu-
larly the valuation of past
US military aid. President
Zelenskyy has empha-
sized that previous aid was
grants, not loans. Looking
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ahead, Prime Minister De-
nys Shmyhal is scheduled
to visit Washington to fi-
nalize discussions, with
the aim of concluding the
agreement by April 26. The
final agreement will require
ratification by Ukraine’s
parliament to become fully
effective. This ratification
process will involve parlia-
mentary debate and a vote,
reflecting democratic over-
sight.

SHAPING FUTURE
RELATIONSHIP

In conclusion, the US-
Ukraine Memorandum of
Intent marks a significant
step toward a comprehen-
sive economic partnership
focused on mineral devel-
opment and reconstruc-
tion. While the Mol sets
the groundwork, the final
agreement will be pivotal in
shaping the future econom-
ic and strategic relationship
between the two nations.
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Mexico's 2024 election results
offer a unique case study for
the global left. While far-right
politics has gained traction in
many parts of the world, Mexi-
cosaw the governing left-wing
party, Morena, not only retain
the presidency but also secure
a supermajority in the lower
house. This success, built on ad-
dressing Mexico's deep-seated
inequality; has sparked interest
among progressives globally.
However, Morena’s approach
alsoincorporates elements that
might give others pause.

MORENA'S WINNING
FORMULA

Morena’s triumph, initially seen
with Andrés Manuel Lépez
Obrador’s historic 2018 vic-
tory and reinforced by Claudia
Sheinbaum’s recent win, hinges
on a powerful populist narra-
tive. Lopez Obrador effectively
framed the nation’s problems as
a consequence of corrupt elites,
encompassing traditional po-
litical parties and their business
allies. This message resonated
deeply in a country where in-
come inequality is stark, with
a significant portion of wealth
concentrated at the very top.
Lépez Obrador’s charisma and
long political career lent cred-
ibility to his promises of change.
His extensive outreach through
national tours and daily press
conferences (“mafianeras”)
allowed him to directly com-
municate his government’s
achievements and critique his
opponents, shaping the media
landscape. This message was

Mexico: Why the Far-Right falters

President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador

further amplified through state
and social media, fostering a
strong personal following.
Crucially, Morena delivered
on some key promises. The
minimum wage was doubled
in real terms, social programs
and cash transfers were ex-
panded, and measures were
taken to regulate worker out-
sourcing and democratize
union contracts. Infrastructure
projects were also prioritized
in historically marginalized
southern regions. These poli-
cies contributed to a notable
decrease in the poverty rate
hetween 2018 and 2022.

FAR-RIGHT’S FAILURE
TO LAUNCH

In stark contrast to Morena’s
success, the far right in Mexico
failed to gain any significant
traction. Eduardo Verastegui,
a figure attempting to import
a Trumpian brand of politics
centered on religious conserva-
tism, gun rights, and individu-
alism, couldn’t even gather the
necessary signatures toappear
on the ballot. This suggests
that a direct transplantation
of American far-right ideol-

ogy did not resonate within
the Mexican context.

CAVEATS FOR GLOBAL
LEFT

While Morena’s focus on
socioeconomic justice offers
valuable lessons, progressives
elsewhere should approach
replicating their model with
caution. Lopez Obrador’s gov-
ernment, while achieving some
progressive goals, also made
pragmatic shifts to the right.
These included making deals
with big business, sidestepping
significant tax reform, main-
taining fiscal austerity, and
adoptingatough stance on US-
bound migrants for political le-
verage. The party also avoided
taking clear stances on issues
like gay marriage and abortion,
seemingly to maintain broader
appeal. Furthermore, Lpez
Obradorembraced the military,
a popular but controversial
institution, to implement his
agenda, overlooking its history
of human rights abuses.

This pragmatism, while con-
tributing to electoral success,
hasalienated some on the Mex-
ican left, including feminists,

EXPLAINER

environmentalists, and victims
of violence. The influx of politi-
cians with questionable back-
grounds into Morena, driven
by electoral expediency, has
also created internal tensions.

MEXICO’S UNIQUE
LANDSCAPE

Ultimately, the extent to which
the global left can learn from
Mexico is limited by the coun-
try’s unique historical and so-
cial context. Mexico’s colonial
past, prolonged one-party rule,
the significant influence of
organized crime, and its deep
economic dependence on the
United States have shaped a
distinct political landscape.
The strong sense of injustice
stemming from this history
serves as a powerful mobiliz-
ing force.

A COMPLEX PICTURE

Mexico’s political trajectory
under Morena is not a simple
story of the left triumphing
over the right. It is a more nu-
anced narrative of a left-leaning
party achieving significant
electoral success by priori-
tizing socioeconomic justice
and effectively mobilizing a
populist base. However, this
success has been intertwined
with pragmatic, and at times
right-leaning, compromises.
Progressives outside Mexico
must carefully consider which
aspects of Morena’s approach
align with their values and con-
texts, recognizing that electoral
victories can sometimes come
at the cost of ideological purity.
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US STRIKES ON YEMEN FUEL PORT KILL
74, SPARK HOUTHI RETALIATION THREAT

The health ministry spokesperson conveyed the grim figures, emphasizing
that the count of “martyrs” and wounded individuals was not yet final

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

irstrikes conduct-
ed by the United
tates military on

Yemen’s Ras Isa fuel port
have resulted in a devas-
tating toll, with at least 74
people, including civilians
and rescue workers, re-
portedly killed. According
to the Houthi-run health
ministry, an additional
171 individuals sustained
injuries in what is being
described as the deadliest
attack since Washington
initiated its campaign
against the Iran-backed
militants.

Anees al-Asbahi, the
health ministry spokes-
person, conveyed the grim
figures, emphasizing that
the count of “martyrs” and
wounded individuals was
not yet final as search ef-
forts continued at the site.

Some analysts inter-
pret the scale of the US
operation and the choice
of target — a significant
economic hub in Yemen
- as a deliberate message
directed towards Tehran.
This action comes amidst
escalating pressure from
the Trump administra-
tion on Iran concerning
its nuclear program.

Despite President
Trump’s previous threats
to “annihilate” Yemen’s
Houthi rebels, the group
has demonstrated resil-
ience, remaining intact
despite the ongoing US air

DEADLY STRIKES

B Analysts suggest the large-
scale attack on a key economic
site aims to send a message to
Iran amidst nuclear program

tensions.

B Houthis vowed to retaliate, s

claiming to have targeted US
aircraft carriers and a site

near Israel’s airport.

A fuel tank burns following was a U.S. strike on the
Ras Isa fuel port, Yemen. File Photo

B US Central Command stated
the strike aimed to eliminate a Houthi fuel source and revenue, denying intent
to harm the Yemeni people.

B The attack sparked international condemnation from Iran and Hamas, while
experts doubt the achievability of US military aims in Yemen.

Anees al-Asbabi, the bealth ministry
spokesperson, conveyed the grim figures,
emphasizing that the count of “martyrs”
andwounded individuals was not yet final
as search efforts continued at the site.

campaign. Experts have
expressed considerable
skepticism regarding the
long-term achievability of
Trump’s military policy in
the region.

In the immediate after-
math of the US strikes, a
Houthi official issued a
strong vow of retaliation.
The group announced
that it had targeted two
US aircraft carriers and
a military installation in
proximity to Israel’s pri-
mary airport.

Houthi military spokes-
person Yahya Saree,

addressing a rebel-or-
ganized protest in the
capital, Sana’a, asserted
that “The American mili-
tary buildup and contin-
ued aggression against
our country will only lead
to more counterattack and
attack operations, clashes
and confrontations.”

The US strikes report-
edly impacted several
areas, with the main con-
centration around the Ras
Isa port facility. Among
the deceased were truck
drivers and emergency
responders who were

Pakistan bans accommodation for
‘illegal’ Afghan immigrants

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has banned offer-
ing accommodation, jobs,
business property on rent,
or hotel stays to Afghan na-
tionals living in the country
without proper documents,
according to a report by
ARY News.

Minister of State for In-
terior Talal Chaudhry an-
nounced the decision at a
press briefing in Islamabad.
He warned that strict action
would be taken against any-
one found helping undocu-
mented Afghan migrants.

“There will be no exten-
sion of stay for Afghan im-
migrants without a valid
passport and visa. There is
now zero tolerance for un-
documented Afghan nation-
als,” Chaudhry said.

He shared data showing
that since April 1, 2025, a to-
tal of 84,869 Afghan nation-

als have been deported. Out
of these, 25,320 had Afghan
Citizen Cards (ACC), while
59,549 had no valid docu-
ments. Since the start of the
one-document policy, a total
0f'9,07,351 Afghan nationals
have been sent back.
Chaudhry said Afghan
immigrants waiting to be
deported are being kept at
special transit locations,
where they are provided
with medical care, shelter,

transportation, and secu-
rity. He also made it clear
that legal action would be
taken against people who
rent out residential, com-
mercial, or hotel properties
to undocumented Afghan
immigrants. He added that
offering jobs or any kind
of movable or immovable
property to illegal Afghan
immigrants is completely
banned, ARY News re-
ported.

present at the site.

Video footage purport-
edly from the port, dis-
seminated by the Houthi-
affiliated al-Masirah TV
via social media in the
early hours of Friday, de-
picted massive explosions
and numerous bodies
scattered across the area.

The TV station later
broadcast interviews with
survivors receiving treat-
ment, including a man
with severe burns. One
individual who identified
himself as a port worker
recounted, “We ran away.
The strikes came one after
the other, then everything
was on fire.”

The Ras Isa terminal,
with a storage capacity of
3 million barrels, holds
historical significance as
the first port constructed
for oil exports from Ye-

men approximately four
decades ago.

Satellite data from a
NASA fire monitoring
system detected an in-
tense blaze at the port
location, situated just off
Kamaran Island, early on
Friday morning.

In a statement released
on social media, US Cen-
tral Command justified
the strikes by stating that
“US forces took action to
eliminate this source of
fuel for the Iran-backed
Houthi terrorists and
deprive them of illegal
revenue that has funded
Houthi efforts to terrorise
the entire region for over
10 years.”

The statement further
asserted, “This strike was
not intended to harm the
people of Yemen, who
rightly want to throw off
the yoke of Houthi sub-
jugation and live peace-
fully.”

The US has declared
its intention to continue
its attacks on Yemen’s
Houthis - its most sub-
stantial military operation
in the Middle East since
Trump assumed office
in January - unless the
group ceases its attacks
on Red Sea shipping.

‘When questioned about
the Houthi casualty fig-
ures and its own assess-
ment, US Central Com-
mand indicated that it had
no additional information
beyond the initial an-
nouncement of the strikes.

India-Bangladesh
business should run
on merit: Dhaka

AGENCIES
DHAKA

Business between India and
Bangladesh should be based
on merit and strength, said M.
Humayun Kabir, President of
the Bangladesh Enterprise In-
stitute (BEI), during the For-
eign Service Day celebrations
in Dhaka on Friday. BEI is a
leading think tank in Bangla-
desh.

Foreign Service Day in
Bangladesh is celebrated ev-
ery year on April 18. The day
marks the historic moment in
1971 when Bangladeshi dip-
lomats and staff took over the
Pakistan Deputy High Com-
mission’s office in Kolkata, es-
tablishing the first Bangladesh
mission abroad. It is also a day
to honour the brave diplomats
and remember the 3 million
people who were killed during
the 1971 genocide.

“Well, that was a fiery time.
We were all in the field just to
gear up for our long liberation
struggle. At that time, I recall
on the 18th of April 1971, Hos-
sain Ali raised the Bangladeshi
flag and declared that the dep-
uty high commission is Bangla-
desh’s property. It represents
Bangladesh. That really was
a great energiser for all of us,”
said Kabir, whois also a former
Bangladeshi ambassadorand a
freedom fighter.

“The announcement that
came on the 18th, the deputy
high commissioner expressed
allegiance to the Bangladesh
government, which was a big
energy and subsequently also
from Delhi, our former senior
colleague K M Shihab Ud-
din and Amzadul Haq, both
of them also came out, and
that gave us a great degree of
strength.

‘US could withdraw Ukraine
peace efforts within days’

AGENCIES
PARIS

US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio on Friday warned
that America may abandon
its peace efforts in Ukraine
within “days” if it is not
possible to end the war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine,
CNN reported.

Speaking in Paris after
high-level talks with Eu-
ropean, Ukrainian, and
Russian officials, Rubio
emphasised the urgency of
determining whether the
war can be ended or not.

“We need to determine
very quickly now, and I'm
talking about a matter of
days, whether or not this
is doable,” he told report-
ers before departing Paris.

The comments came a
day after he and special en-
voy Steve Witkoff met with
the European and Ukrai-
nian allies as US President
Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration pushes for an end
to Russia’s war in Ukraine,
CNN reported.

“If it’s not possible, if
we’re so far apart that
this is not going to hap-
pen, then I think the
president is probably at
a point where he’s going
to say we're done. It’s not
our war. We didn’t start
it. The United States has
been helping Ukraine for
the past three years and we
want it to end, but it’s not
our war. President Trump
has spent 87 days at the
highest level of this govern-
ment, repeatedly making
efforts to bring this war to
an end. We are now reach-
ing a point where we need
to decide and determine
whether this is even pos-
sible or not. Which is why

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio.

we’re engaging both sides,”
Rubio told reporters.

Marco Rubio met with
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov on Friday,
where he outlined a pro-
posed peace framework,
which received an “encour-
aging” response in Paris.

The US Department of
State in a readout said,
“Secretary of State Marco
Rubio spoke today with
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov. The Secre-
tary conveyed to his Rus-
sian counterpart the same
message the US team com-
municated to the Ukrai-
nian delegation and our
European allies in Paris:
President Trump and the
United States want this
war to end, and have now
presented to all parties the
outlines of a durable and
lasting peace. The encour-
aging reception in Paris to
the US framework shows
that peace is possible if all
parties commit to reaching
an agreement.”

Earlier, Rubio had said
that President Trump has
been clear about ending
the war between Russia
and Ukraine “now.”

The political ties be-
tween the United States
and Ukraine have evolved

significantly, particularly
since Ukraine gained in-
dependence from the So-
viet Union in 1991. Over
the years, the relationship
has been characterized by
mutual support, particu-
larly in the face of Russian
aggression. The U.S. has
been a staunch ally, pro-
viding military, economic,
and diplomatic support
to Ukraine, especially af-
ter the 2014 annexation
of Crimea by Russia and
the subsequent conflict in
Eastern Ukraine.

In recent years, particu-
larly after the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine in 2022,
the U.S. has ramped up its
involvement, supplying
Ukraine with advanced
weapons, training, and
financial assistance to
bolster its defense against
Russian forces. U.S. sanc-
tions on Russia have been
a significant component
of this support, aimed at
isolating Moscow interna-
tionally.

Ukraine, on the other
hand, has sought closer ties
with the West, including its
aspiration to join NATO
and the European Union.
The U.S. has supported
these ambitions, though
the path to membership
in these organizations
remains uncertain. The
bilateral relationship has
also seen political com-
plexities, particularly
surrounding issues of
military aid, corruption,
and democratic reforms
in Ukraine. However, the
overall partnership re-
mains strong, with both
countries committed to
Ukraine’s sovereignty and
security in the face of Rus-
sian aggression.

China opposes US shipping fees,

claims move will harm US consumers

AGENCIES
BEIJING

In response to the United
States’ recent announce-
ment to impose additional
port fees on Chinese-built
or -operated ships dock-
ing in US ports, China
expressed strong opposi-
tion and said that such
measures would not only
harm the US economy but
also have consequences for
global shipping, disrupt
supply chains and increase
inflationary pressures.
The nation further stated
that the move will also hurt
the interests of American
consumers and businesses.
During a regular press
conference on Friday, Chi-
nese spokesperson Lin Jian
said, “We’ve stated our
position on relevant ques-
tions. Let me reiterate that
measures such as imposing
port fees and levying tariffs

on cargo handling facilities
harm the US itself as well
as others. The move not
only hikes global maritime
shipping costs and dis-
rupts the stability of global
industrial and supply
chains, but also increases
inflationary pressures in
the US and hurts the inter-
ests of American consum-
ers and businesses.”

He added, “The practice
will ultimately fail to revit-
alise the US shipbuilding
industry. We urge the US
to respect facts and multi-

Intensified US-China trade war leaves the world in shock

This week, the Trump ad-
ministration has announced
that China will face a stag-
gering 245 percent tariff on
all imports from the US. It is
announced as a response to
Beijing’s countermeasures in
the ongoing trade dispute that
has adversely affected global
markets and shaken investor
confidence. This decision, con-
firmed in a fact sheet released
by the White House this week,
marksasignificant escalationin
thealready heightened tensions
between the two countries. The
official statement revealed that
on Liberation Day, President
Trump implemented a10 per-
cent tariff on all nations that
impose high tariffs on American
products. However, these tariffs
were later puton hold asover 75
countries entered negotiations
with the US to establish new

trade agreements.

The tariffs imposed on China
and other countries on Libera-
tion Day are seen as a continu-
ation of Donald Trump’s un-
wavering America First’ trade
policy. This action has elicited
astrong backlash from China,
whichisresoluteinitsintention
to retaliate against the US. In
light of the recent introduction
of a 245 percent tariff by the
US, Lin Jian, a representative
of China’s Foreign Ministry,
reaffirmed the government’s
steadfast position on tariffs,
claiming that the trade dispute
was initiated by the US. This
underscores China’s perspec-
tive on the trade conflict and
highlights the ongoing tensions
between the twonationsregard-
ing trade practices and tariffs.

The US previously imposed
a145 percent tariff on Chinese
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imports, prompting China to
respond with a 125 percent
tariff on American goods.
This exchange escalated ten-
sionsbetween the two countries
and contributed to instability
in global stock markets. Ad-
ditionally, Beijing took further
action by prohihiting the export
of specific products utilized by
aerospace manufacturers and
military contractors further es-
calating the tensions.

The international community
is currently facing the repercus-
sions of the ongoing conflicts
in Ukraine and the Levant re-
gion. In this scenario, Trump

has initiated a trade war, rais-
ing uncertainties regarding the
future direction of his policies.
It is unclear whether he will
choose to alter his approach
or continue with his existing
strategy, as well as how the
global community will respond.
This situation presents consid-
erable challenges for the world
economy, and it is essential for
Trump to understand that the
US will also incur costs from
thisindirect conflict he has pro-
voked. We can only hope that
he will recognize the broader
implications of hisactionsand
putan end to the measures he

has set in motion. The potential
fallout from these conflictsand
trade tensions could have last-
ingeffects, making itimperative
for leaders to navigate these is-
sues with foresight and respon-
sibility. The interconnectedness
of the global economy means
that decisions made in one na-
tion can reverberate across the
world, underscoring the need
for careful consideration and
strategic planning.

As the global community
grapples with the escalating
trade conflict between the US
and China, US Vice President J]D
Vanceis scheduled to visit India
next week for discussions with
key leaders, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This
marks Vance’sinaugural trip to
India, where heaimstoaddress
mutual economic and geopo-
litical interests. In addition to

exploring variousaspects of the
strategic partnership between
India and the US, Vance’s of-
ficial meetings are anticipated
to cover topics such as the new
tariffs implemented during the
Trump administration and on-
going negotiations regarding
a bilateral trade agreement
between the two nations.
Though US National Secu-
rity Advisor Mike Waltz was
also anticipated to visit India
during the final week of April;
however, his trip has been can-
celled amid some controversy.
He was slated to engage in the
India-US Forum, a private
discussion supported by the
external affairs ministry, and to
co-chair the inaugural meeting
of TRUST (Transforming the
Relationship Utilizing Strate-
gic Technology) alongside his
Indian counterpart. This ini-

tiative was introduced during
a meeting between President
Donald Trump and Prime
Minister Modiin Washington
in February and represents a
rebranded effort of the Initia-
tive on Critical and Emerging
Technologies (iCET).

The cancellation of Waltz’s
visit marks a significant shift
in the planned diplomatic en-
gagements between the two
nations. The TRUST initiative
aims to enhance collaboration
in strategic technology, reflect-
ing the evolving nature of US-
India relations. The forum was
expected to serve asa platform
for discussing criticalissues and
fostering deeper ties, but the
recent developments have cast
uncertainty on these diplomatic
efforts.

Amidallthese developments,
keeping a focus on the bilat-

lateral rules, and immedi-
ately stop its wrongdoings.
China will take necessary
measures to defend its law-
ful rights and interests.”
According to a report
by CNN, a Federal Reg-
ister notice posted by the
US Trade Representa-
tive (USTR) on Thurs-
day stated that the US
government will charge
fees on all Chinese-built
and -owned ships dock-
ing in US ports, based
on net tonnage or goods
carried on each voyage.

eral trade agreement, Indian
officials express hope for a fa-
vourable outcome, emphasizing
the ongoing trade negotiations
between India and the US. The
Indian delegation is preparing
todiscusstrade matters, follow-
ing the joint statement made
during the meeting between
President Trump and Prime
Minister Modi on February13.
Additional talks are anticipated
totackle significant trade issues
and promote a more equitable
economic partnership between
the two nations.

It is crucial for Trump to
acknowledge that his actions
should notjeopardize the stabil-
ity of other nations or the global
economy. Itishoped that he will
embrace and work towards the
Indian principle of ‘Sarve Bha-
vantu Sukhinah’, which advo-
cates for the well-being of all.
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KAMAL HAASAN REGRETS NOT COLLABORATING

WITH MANI RATNAM AFTER "NAYAKAN'

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI

uperstar Kamal Haas-
San on Friday described

his upcoming film
Thug Life, a gangster drama
directed by Mani Ratnam,
as a peace offering to fans
who have waited for over
three decades for the two
stalwarts of Indian cinema
to reunite for a movie.

The duo had famously
collaborated for the 1987
epic crime drama Nayakan,
which was a huge commer-
cial as well as critical hit,
winning multiple National
Film Awards.

And now they have re-
united for Thug Life, anoth-
er crime drama with high
octane action and a star-

studded cast, consisting of
actors from both north and
south cinema industries.
"We can only say sorry.
This film is our peace offer-
ing. And the fault lies with
us. We could have done
it. It's our fault--we kept
thinking we could have
done it. But it not make it a
stage for an apology," Haas-

an said at the launch of the
movie's first song "Jingu-
chaa".

Though they are collabo-
rating after over 35 years,
Haasan said their dynamic
is still the same.

"Nothing has changed be-
tween Mani sir and me. We
have done about 25 per cent
of what we spoke of. One
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is Nayakan and the other
one is Thug Life. We have a
long way to go. Because we
didn't get to realize all our
dreams in any film. I am
sure that will be the case in
the future films that we do."

"We dream so big and
then we are constricted to
fit our market and our bud-
get," headded.

Haasan said in the world
of cinema business, many
are only concerned if a
movie would make money
or not. "It might gain profit,
it might lead to a loss. But
the ultimate judgement is
given by the audience. And
that's how new, budding
artists evolve. That's how
STR (Silambarasan TR) has
also evolved and is rock-
ing," he said.

Urvashi claims temple in her name exists

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

It’s only a few select stars
of Indian cinema that can
boast to have temples con-
structed in their honor by
their followers names such
as Amitabh Bachchan, Ra-
jinikanth, and Nayanthara
head that short list. It now
appears that actor Urvashi
Rautela has become a part
of this elite group.

In a chat with host Sid-
dharth Kannan, Urvashi
dropped this unexpected
hint casually. “Already
mere naam ka mandir
hai, Urvashi mandir. Aap
Badrinath ke mandir ke
darshan karne jaoge na,
uske theek baaju mein
there is a mandir, called

‘Urvashi’,” she said.
Siddharth, like all of
us, was surprised by the
sudden assertion and at-
tempted to verify her as-
sertion three times. Each
time, Urvashi replied as-
sertively, “Haan, Urvashi
mandir wahan pe hai.”

While these are surely
thought of as a rather
important spiritual ac-
complishment by many,
Urvashi is already plan-
ning ahead. She told TOI
that she had wished for
yet another temple to be
built in South India. Why?

Anupam Kher set for his second

directorial 'anvi Te rt'

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Actor Anupam Kher is set
for his second directorial,
which is titled '"Tanvi The
Great'. The actor opened up
about his new project and
how it is different from his
debut directorial 'Om Jai
Jagdish'in 2002.

Taking to his Instagram
handle, Anupam shared a
photo in which he was seen
wearing a director's shirt
while posing for the photo-
graph.

The 'Saaransh' actor in
his latest social media post
opened up about his debut
directorial movie 'Om Jai
Jagadish' and said that he
loved working in that film
as the director.

Now, after 23 years, the
actor has donned the di-
rector's cap once again to
showecase his filmmaking
skills with Tanvi The Great.

"It took me 23 years to
wear a #Director t-shirt
again! I loved directing the
first film #OmJaiJagdish
The ability I had. I made the
film accordingly. But the
story of that movie wasn't
mine," wrote Anupam.

The film, directed by Kber bimself, features
music by Oscar-winning composer
M M Keeravani and is produced in
collaboration with the National Film
Development Corporation (NFDC).

The actor further empha-
sised the fact that he was
committed to the story of
the film.

"The story of 'Tanvi the
Great' is out of my heart
and soul. And then life has
taught a lot in the last 23
years. And now I'll keep
telling you Tanvi-related
talks, stories and stories
until the film is released!
Don't be bothered! This is
marketing and love too! Jai

Ho," added Anupam.

The film, directed by
Kher himself, features mu-
sic by Oscar-winning com-
poser M M Keeravani and
is produced in collabora-
tion with the National Film
Development Corporation
(NFDC).

Earlier in the month, in
a conversation with ANI,
Kher opened up about the
challenges of bringing "Tan-
vi The Great' to life.

Because she’s recently
been causing a stir in the
Southern film industry
and wishes to provide her
fans there with a shrine
just like the fans of the lo-
calfilm stars she’s collabo-
rated with.

“Within 1.5 years, I de-
buted in the industry
with megastar Chiran-
jeevi. Then I worked with
Pawan Garu Kalyan, with
two films, then worked
with Balaya Babu. My
only desire is that if they
have temples of him, then
something like that should
happen in South too, for
the people who are my
fans over there, something
should happen there,” she
told.
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— ANANYA PANDEY

(Indian Actress)
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We should respect all religions and just believe in
peace, kindness and harmony.
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Athiya Shetty, KL share their baby girl's name

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Cricketer KL Rahul and
Athiya Shetty, who re-
cently became parents to
a baby girl, treated fans
to her first glimpse on the
occasion of the cricketer's
birthday.

Taking to Instagram on
Friday, the couple shared an
adorable picture of them-
selves with their newborn
and also revealed her name-
-Evaarah.

"Our baby girl, our every-
thing. Evaarah/ivaaraa ~
Gift of God," read the cap-
tion of their post.

The couple welcomed
their baby girl in March this
year. They had announced
their pregnancy in Novem-
ber last year with a sweet
message that said, "Our

beautiful blessing is coming
soon. 2025," accompanied
by baby feet emojis.

Meanwhile, the special
birthday post wasn't the
only highlight of KL's day.
His father-in-law, actor
Suniel Shetty, also wished
him with a warm post on
Instagram.

'Angreji Rangrasiva' song from Abir Gulaal out now

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Anewsong 'Angreji Rangra-
siya' from Fawad Khan and
Vaani Kapoor's upcoming
film 'Abir Gulaal' has been
unveiled.

The new track is a wedding
number, showcasing Vaaniin
full dance mode.

Abir Gulaal starring Fawad

khan and Vaani Kapoor re-
leases in theatres on 9th May,
2025 The music is helmed by
Amit Trivedi, with additional
vocals by the talented Chotu
Khan. The lyrics that cap-
ture the song's lighthearted
essence are penned by the
celebrated Lyricist Kumaar,
and the female vocals are
rendered by Akanksha Sethi.

Have a look at this vibrant

Sharing a photo with
KL and son Ahan Shetty,
Suniel wrote, "Brother
for Ahan, life partner for
Tia, and a son for Mana
and me. Wishing our most
cherished gift a very, very
happy birthday @klra-
hul."

KL Rahul, who is cur-
rently playing for Delhi
Capitals (DC) in the Indian
Premier League (IPL), has
also played for Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore (RCB),
Punjab Kings (PBKS), and
Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG)

He has scored 4,921 runs
at an average of 45.99, with
a strike rate 0f135.45in 137
matches. He has made four
centuries and 39 fifties so
far, with a best score of
132,

track Talking about the song
Vaani in a press note shares,
"The song has such an electri-
fying energy, it's vibrant, in-
fectious, and full of life. Thad
anabsolute blast shooting for
it. It's a lively, high-octane
track that's sure to get every-
one on their feetand dancing.
Whether you're ata party or
just looking to let loose, this
track brings the vibe."

PRAVEEN NAGDA

Meghann Fahy starrer,
DROP is a cellphone thrill-
er explained in two words
but keeps you fully hooked
through one hour and forty
minutes of runtime. The
dark side of technology,
cloning of the phone, and
dangers of dating all lead to
making the life miserable
of a single mother one fine
evening, who had come out

REVIEW: DROP ****x

DROP

of an abusive relationship
and trying to find love and
life. It happened to a single
mother who unknowingly
and unwillingly became
a target for committing a
murderous crime with all
evidence going against her.

Violet (Meghann Fahy), a
psychological counsellor by
profession is on a date night
with the photographer Hen-
ry (Brandon Sklenar). The
dateis set up by her sister Jen
(Violett Beane) who drops
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in at home to look after her
son Toby (Jacob Robinson),
while she is on the night out.
Henry is running late, and

Violet decides to hang in at
the Bar before joining him at
the table with a great night
view of tall buildings, with
their heights and depths
speaking for themselves.
She encounters a few
characters here, including
Cara (Gabrielle Ryan), Phil
(Ed Weeks), Richard (Reed
Diamond), and Matt (Jef-
fery Self), who add their bit
of funny things, drama and
intrigue beautifully to the
story as it unfolds. Almost
the whole film is completed
with two settings: the res-
taurant and Violet’s home.
Henry arrives and as
they start a conversation,

Violet’s phone comes into
action with notifications
and alerts of airdropped
messages by someone un-
known to her. Initially, she
shows it to Henry, and they
pass it off as some prank,
but things turn out murky
for Violet who is now fully
cyber-hijacked. She starts
receiving instructions via
airdrops like a handler in-
structing the team members
to criminals for executing a
crime.

To her utter disgust, Violet
discovers that she is under
full watch, not only in the
restaurant where her every
move is tracked but also be-

cause her son and sister are
held hostage at her home.
Her efforts to seek help from
911, fellow guests, the front
office desk, the bartender,
the piano player, and the
server all hit a roadblock,
and she’s confronted with
tough threats by the han-
dler. She is being used for
destroying the criminal
evidence available in the
SD card of Henry’s camera
and then murdering him by
poisoning his drink.

Violet survives an abusive
relationship, has a great
presence of mind and a
never-say-die attitude while
pretending to fall into the

trap of the handler, and is
always looking for an op-
portunity to fight back and
destroy the malicious mis-
sion of the handler.
Meghann Fahy as Violet
exhibits her terrific acting
skills, she pretends to be
normal and shows extreme
stress at the same time while
striking a great balance of
frequently changing and
visible moods, emotions,
and facial expressions.
Eventually, she discovers
and confronts the handler
sitting among the guests
while mistaking a few oth-
ersto be the culprits earlier.
The suspense, the thrill,

Praveen Nagda is Festival Di-

the intrigue, the anxiety,
the tension, and the ex-
citement are well-woven
throughout the story un-
folding at the perfect tim-
ing, and you don’t feel for
amoment any kind of stag-
nancy or slowdown in the
flow of storytelling.

Directed by Christopher
Landon and written by Jil-
lian Jacobs and Chris Roach,
DROP is a fantastic crime-
suspense-thriller to watch,
and you're bound to be glued
throughout.

rector of KidzCINEMA and
CultureCinema Film Festivals
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POSITIVE PARENTING TECHNIQUES: RAISING KIDS WITH LOVE, RESPECT, AND CONSISTENCY

TDG NETWORK

Parenting is one of life’s most
rewarding yet challenging
journeys. In a world filled with
constant change and pressures,
adopting positive parenting tech-
niques can help foster a nurtur-
ing, respectful, and secure en-
vironment for children to grow
into confident and responsible
individuals.

WHAT IS POSITIVE PAR-
ENTING?

Positive parenting is a parent-
ingapproach focused on mutual
respect, open communication,
empathy, and setting clear
boundaries. Unlike traditional
methods that rely heavily on
punishment, positive parent-
ing emphasizes guidance over
control, helping children un-
derstand their actions and en-
couraging them to make better
choices.

KEY POSITIVE PARENT-
ING TECHNIQUES

1. CONNECT BEFORE YOU
CORRECT

Children respond better when
they feel emotionally connected.
Before disciplining, take a mo-
ment toacknowledge your child’s
feelings. A simple, “I see you're
upset,” can go a long way in dif-
fusing tension. Once the child
feels heard, they are more recep-
tive to guidance.

2. USE POSITIVE
REINFORCEMENT

Long-Distance Love Stories: When Hearts
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Positive Parenting

Focus on rewarding good be-
havior instead of only pointing
out mistakes. Praising effort,
kindness, and honesty builds
self-esteem and motivates
children to repeat those be-
haviors. For example, saying

“You did a great job helping
your sibling today,” reinforc-
es sharing and cooperation.

3. SET CLEAR EXPECTA-
TIONS AND
BOUNDARIES

Children thrive on routine
and clear expectations. Rather
than yelling when they cross
a line, lay out rules in advance
and stick to them consistently.
Use age-appropriate language
and explain the “why” behind

rules so children understand
their importance.

4. BE A ROLE MODEL
Children learn more from what

they see than what they’re told.

Demonstrate patience, respect,

honesty, and empathy in your
own actions. If you want your
child to be polite, show politeness
in your daily interactions—even
during difficult moments.

5. PRACTICE ACTIVE

LISTENING

Make your child feel valued by
listening attentively when they
speak. Put away distractions,
maintain eye contact, and re-
spond thoughtfully. This builds
trust and opens lines of com-
munication, making it easier to
address issues when they arise.

6. TEACH PROBLEM-
SOLVING SKILLS

Instead of giving immediate so-
lutions, encourage your child to
come up with ways to solve their
own problems. This fosters inde-
pendence and resilience. For in-
stance, ask, “What do you think
we can do to fix this?” when they
face a challenge.

7. STAY CALM AND
PATIENT

Tantrums and misbehavior
are part of growing up. React-
ing with anger often escalates the
situation. Practice deep breath-
ing, count to ten, or take a short
break if needed—your calm pres-
ence teaches children to regulate
their own emotions.

Positive parenting is not about
being perfect; it’s about being
present, consistent, and compas-
sionate. It takes time, patience,
and self-awareness, but the re-
sults—stronger bonds, improved
behavior, and emotionally
healthy children—are well worth
the effort. By focusing on respect,
empathy, and love, parents can
nurture not just well-behaved
kids, but happy and emotionally
intelligent individuals ready to
face the world with confidence.

Investing Tips for First-Time Female

TDG NETWORK

Love doesn’t always follow
the rules of geography. In a
world where careers, edu-
cation, and personal goals
often take people to differ-
ent corners of the globe,
long-distance relationships
have become increasingly
common—and surprisingly,
many of these stories turn
out to be some of the most
powerful and enduring,.

LOVE THAT TRAVELS

Long-distance love is more
than just video calls and
time zone calculations. It’s
about commitment, trust,
and the strength of emo-
tional connection. Couples
separated by thousands of
miles often develop deeper
communication and appre-
ciation for each other, prov-
ing that love is not always
about physical presence, but
emotional intimacy.

Take, for example, the
story of Meera and Arjun.

Connect Beyond Miles

College sweethearts from
Delhi, their paths diverged
when Meera got a scholar-
ship in London, while Arjun
stayed back in India to grow
his startup. They promised
to stay in touch but didn’t
sugarcoat the struggle
ahead. Over the next two
years, they juggled time
zones, dealt with missed
birthdays, and faced mo-
ments of doubt. But they
also grew as individuals
and partners. Weekly video
dates, surprise handwrit-
ten letters, and late-night
pep talks became their love
language. When Meera re-
turned, they realized they
had built a love that wasn’t
just romantic, but resilient.

LOVE IN THE DIGITAL
AGE

Technology has become
the modern-day cupid for
long-distance lovers. From
daily good morning texts
to shared playlists, gaming
dates, and virtual movie

nights, couples have found
creative ways to stay con-
nected. Social media and
instant messaging may have
their downsides, but they
also help bridge emotional
gaps for couples separated
by continents.

Yet, even in this hyper-
connected era, long-dis-
tance relationships still
demand patience and inten-
tional effort. It’s about find-
ing joy in the little things—
like hearing each other’s
voice after a long day, or
sending a surprise food de-
livery when one is sick.

Trials That Strengthen
Bonds

Not all long-distance rela-
tionships have fairytale end-
ings, but many end up even
stronger than expected. The
challenges—miscommuni-
cation, time differences,
jealousy, and loneliness—
test the foundation of the re-
lationship. But overcoming
these together often leads to
adeeper understanding and

emotional maturity.

Consider Priya and
Raghav, who met during
an internship and had to
part ways after just three
months of dating. She
moved to Canada, while
he stayed in Mumbai. Ev-
eryone warned them it
wouldn’t last. But five years
later, after endless chats and
two reunions, they’re now
happily married. “Distance
taught us how to fight for
each other,” Priya says. “It
made us grateful for every
moment we finally got to
spend together.”

THE BEAUTY OF
REUNIONS

There’s a unique magic in
the reunions of long-dis-
tance couples. The airport
hugs, the overwhelming joy,
the silent moments of just
being next to each other—
these make the wait worth
it. It’s a reminder that true
love isn’t always easy, but
it’s always worth it.

TDG NETWORK

For a long time, investing
was considered a male-
dominated domain, but
times are changing. Today,
more and more women
are taking charge of their
finances and exploring in-
vestment options to secure
their future. Whether you're
a working professional, en-
trepreneur, homemaker, or
student—investing is one of
the smartest ways to build
wealth and gain financial
independence.

Here are some practical,
beginner-friendly tips tai-
lored specifically for first-
time female investors who
want to make their money
work for them.

1. START WITH
FINANCIAL
AWARENESS

Before diving into invest-
ing, get a clear understand-
ing of your current financial
situation. Take stock of your
income, expenses, savings,
and debt. This helps you
set realistic investment
goals—whether it’s sav-
ing for a home, retirement,
your child’s education, or
personal growth.

Create an emergency fund
with at least 3-6 months’
worth of expenses and en-
sure you have adequate
health and life insurance

Investors: Building Wealth

in place before you begin
investing.

2. UNDERSTAND
YOUR RISK APPETITE

Every investor has a dif-
ferent comfort level with
risk. Some may prefer safer
options like fixed deposits
or bonds, while others may
be willing to explore mutual
funds or the stock market.
Assess your risk tolerance
based on your age, financial
responsibilities, and long-
term goals.

A general rule? The earlier
you start, the more risk you
can afford to take, because
time helps smooth out mar-
ket fluctuations.

3. EDUCATE YOUR-
SELF BEFORE YOU
INVEST

Don’t let jargon or fear
hold you back. Take time
to understand basic in-
vestment terms—like SIPs
(Systematic Investment
Plans), mutual funds, ETFs
(Exchange-Traded Funds),
equity, debt, and diversifica-
tion.

There are many women-
focused financial literacy
platforms, podcasts, blogs,
and YouTube channels
that break down complex
concepts into easy, relat-
able language. Knowledge
is power—especially when
it comes to your money.

4. START SMALL, BUT
START EARLY

You don’t need alarge sum
to begin investing. Even a
small amount invested regu-
larly can grow significantly
over time due to the power
of compounding.

For instance, starting a SIP
in a mutual fund with just
Rs 500-Rs1,000 a month
can create a sizeable corpus
in the long run. The ear-
lier you start, the more your
money grows.

5. DIVERSIFY YOUR
PORTFOLIO

Don’t put all your eggs in
one basket. Spread your
investments across differ-
ent asset classes like equity
(stocks or mutual funds),
debt (bonds or PPF), and
gold (digital gold or gold
ETFs). This reduces risk
and increases your chances
of better returns.

Diversification ensures
that even if one type of in-
vestment doesn’t perform
well, others can compensate.

6. THINK LONG-TERM

Short-term market ups
and downs can be scary, but
don’t panic. Investments,
especially in equity, need
time to grow. Set long-term
goals—like retirement or
buying a house—and stay
committed.

with Confidence
_ |

Avoid reacting emotion-
ally to market volatility.
Patience is often the most
underrated investment
strategy.

7. SEEK PROFES-
SIONAL GUIDANCE IF
NEEDED

If you're unsure where to
begin, consult a certified
financial advisor. Look for
someone who understands
your goals and can cus-
tomize a plan for you. Just
ensure you're not blindly
following tips from social
media influencers or unveri-
fied sources.

8. TRACK AND
REVIEW YOUR
INVESTMENTS

Once you start investing,
don’t forget to review your
portfolio every few months.
Life goals change, markets
evolve, and your risk pro-
file may shift. Make sure
your investments continue
to align with your financial
journey.

Ladies, remember—you
don’t need to be perfect to
start, but you need to start
to grow. Investing is not
about beating the market,
it’s about reaching your per-
sonal financial goals with
clarity and confidence. Take
that first step today. The best
investment you can make is
in your own financial future.
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Be truthful, but with

B.K. SHEILU

ruth is a quality
that is equated with
God. God is truth,

they say. Truth is valued
so highly because where
there is truth, things are
clean and clear - there are
no doubts, there is trust,
relationships are uncom-
plicated, and consequently
there is peace and happi-
ness.

Being honest and truth-
ful brings several psycho-
logical benefits that influ-
ence our personal growth
and shape our character in
meaningful ways. When
we are truthful, we do not
need to remember conflict-
ing stories or juggle lies,
which can be mentally ex-
hausting. Moreover, hon-
esty brings a sense of in-
ner peace and reduces the
anxiety that arises from
the fear of being caught in a
lie or maintaining a facade.

Since people appreciate
honesty and are more like-
ly to trust someone who
is open and transparent,
being truthful helps to fos-
ter authentic connections
with others. It encourages
genuine conversations and

Truth can be presented in a way that is kind and beneficial, instead of being hurled at the other person to cause hurt.

a sense of safety in rela-
tionships.

Truthfulness is also
closely tied to integrity.
When we act in accor-
dance with our values,
we feel better about our-
selves. Upholding honesty
increases self-respect, and
this respect radiates into
how we perceive and treat
others. There is another
way in which honesty en-
hances our sense of self-
worth and confidence: it

e

HONESTY

—
v W ETHICS

Some people pride them-
selves on being brutally
honest, but their behav-
iour can come across as
callous and disrespectful.
It need not be so. Honesty
is constructive when the
truth is shared in a way
that is considerate and
aimed at a positive out-
come. It is about focus-
ing on the other person’s
well-being and offering

helps us avoid the feelings
of guilt and shame, which
often arise from dishon-
esty.

Truth aids our personal
growth at a deeper level
too. Honest reflection on
our actions, thoughts, and
feelings fosters self-aware-
ness. When we are truth-
ful with the self, we can
identify areas for improve-
ment and move toward be-
coming the best we can be.
Truthfulness also enables

Loving the self

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

“As children of God we first
take love from connecting
with God, fill the self with
love, and give this Godly
love honestly... look at each
one with a spiritual vision
and interact with love. This
is how true love grows and
flourishes.”

Dadi Janki.

The person we spend most
time with, is our self. It is the
one relationship we need to
invest with love. Love for
oneself is a sign of wisdom
and maturity. Loving the
self is not an act of narcis-
sism but an essential part of
spiritual growth - if Tdo not
appreciate the value of my-
self, even while being aware

of aspects of personality that
need to change, how will I
ever be able to love and ap-
preciate anyone else?
However, it requires un-
derstanding of who the self
is to be able to bestow the
kind of love that is needed.
We are beings of conscious-
ness, not the bodies we in-
habit. We have lived more
than one lifetime, and the
accumulation of all our
experiences is manifest in
what we are expressing
now. We have developed
habits of reaction to hurt
and trauma, that weaken
us, but in essence we are
beings of love, power, peace,
and joy. Becoming aware of
the soul, we become aware
of both our original, innate
qualities of goodness and

us to face uncomfortable
facts, which builds our
emotional resilience by
developing our capacity
to deal with difficult feel-
ings and situations. Then,
honestly taking responsi-
bility for our actions helps
to develop accountability,
which brings maturity.
While being truthful is
a great virtue, how we ex-
press truth also matters.
Sometimes truthfulness
can make us self-righteous

Loving ourselves helps us grow and flourish, and to give the

best of ourselves.

and intolerant of anything
or anyone who we see as
not aligned with truth.
When we express the
truth in a way that offends
or hurts others, it can lead
to negative outcomes, even
if our intention is good.

If the truth is delivered in
a way that is harsh, blunt,
or lacking empathy, it can
cause emotional pain and
damage relationships.
Being truthful does not
mean we have to blurt out

everything that comes to
mind without considering
the other person’s feelings.
How we say something -
the tone, body language,
and context - and when we
say it are critical. It helps to
wait for the right moment
and approach a sensitive
topic with care.

Being kind and thought-
ful while sharing the truth
can make it easier for the
other person to hear, even
if it is difficult.

Loveis the energy that drives the universe.
When we receive love, we grow and flourish
and begin to give the best of ourselves.
The practical form of love is respect.

love, and what we have ac-
quired that is false. With
meditation and regular
spiritual study, our spiri-
tual power increases, and
our limited understanding
of falsely thinking ‘Tam a
perishable body’ finishes.
1, the soul, a being of light,
use the mind to stay in peace
and live life in the best way
possible. With these good
wishes for the self, love
emerges in my thoughts,
words, and actions.

Love is the energy that

drives the universe. When
we receive love, we grow
and flourish and begin to
give the best of ourselves.
The practical form of love is
respect. Respect means ac-
cepting that each individual
is unique and different and
has something important
and valuable to contribute.
Spiritual love has great pow-
er. Whatever is spoken with
love and respect is free from
selfishness and negativity,
and has a powerful effect on
others. Words spoken out of

support where needed. It
is important to recognise
that not every truth needs
to be stated, especially if it
is not going to benefit the
other person or the situ-
ation. And if someone is
consistently hurting oth-
ers with their “truth”, it is
important for the people
around them to set bound-
aries. Being truthful does
not give us the right to be
rude or dismissive of oth-
ers’ feelings. Intentionally

love can bring about change
in myself and others.

Love has a connection with
the heart. When we speak
about love, we always put our
hand on the heart, not on the
head. This reminds us tolove
ourselves from the heart be-
foreacting, and then perform
good actions with our hands.
We need to build and base
our self-esteem on spiritual
values, not on achievements
or other people’s opinions.
Negative and harsh thoughts
about the self weaken us
and make us vulnerable to
more hurt, or worse, to the
wounding of others. Many
of us establish relationships
to acquire love, respect, and
acceptance, without realising
that ourroleis to give, not get.
When our expectations are

hurting someone just to
prove a point or asserting
our “rightness” is not re-
ally right.

At the same time, there
are situations where the
truth is inevitably painful
or hard to hear, such as
when giving critical feed-
back, or confronting harm-
ful behaviour. In these
cases, we can aim to be as
gentle as possible while
still being clear and honest.

In essence, it is about
finding the balance be-
tween honesty and em-
pathy. Truth that is com-
municated with kindness
and tact is far more likely
to have a positive impact,
even when the content is
difficult.

B.K. Sheilu is a Rajyoga
teacher at the Brabma Ku-
maris headquarters in Mount
Abu, Rajasthan.

not fulfilled, we try to change
people, which means we are
not providing the acceptance
we ourselves are in search of.
Our disappointment turns
to dissatisfaction and we cre-
ate an atmosphere lacking in
love and consequently our
relationships deteriorate.
In a world where everyone is
forming relationships based
on acquiring, and with a lack
of self-esteem and self-love, it
is unsurprising that relation-
shipsare breaking down and
families are breaking up. Itis
time to explore the value of
knowing and loving the self,
through meditation and spiri-
tual practices.

Chirya Risely is a Rajyoga
meditation teacher based at the
Brabma Kumaris Peace Village
Retreat Center, USA.

Changing my mind

_;“'

ERIC LE RESTE

Consistently changing one’s
mind can be seen as a sign
of indecisiveness or lack
of resolution, but spiritual
maturity requires a con-
stant resetting of the mind.
Just as our homes need to
be cleaned regularly, so too
our minds. When we have
guests, we make a special
effort to make sure the
home is welcoming, clean,
and a comfortable place to
be. Our mind can be lik-
ened to a home. The kind
of thoughts we entertain,
can make us feel safe and
peaceful or agitated, anx-
ious, and so uncomfortable
that we would prefer not to

To keep the mind clean, we need to become aware of the kind of
thoughts we are having.

be there. We can walk out
of our house, but our mind
goes with us everywhere.

If we pause a while and
look into what is going on
in our minds, we may find

a lot of unwanted guests. It
may be populated by people
who want to grab our atten-
tion, talk incessantly, make
us feel depressed, and ex-
haust us. Then there are our

own desires, other people’s
opinions, irrational fears
and disappointments. We
need to protect our minds
from the constant replay
of all of these unwanted
thoughts. We need to con-
sistently clean our minds.
When I was working in
Canada broadcasting world
news, I finally had to make
my mind a toxic-free zone;
to protect it from all of the
pernicious news arriving
on the desk.

We need to know how to
clean the mind. The mind
is only one ‘device’ of the
soul. It allows us to hear our
thoughts, and to form emo-
tions and feelings about what
we hear. We also have an in-
tellect. The intellect discerns,
judges, and concentrates.
These two faculties work in
tandem if we perfect the art
of doing so. The mind cannot
change on its own. The will
to change comes from the in-
tellect.

We want our minds to be
clean, strong, and beautiful.
This is the true nature of
the mind, so by cleaning it,

we are restoring the mind
to its original condition.
To keep it clean, we need
to become aware, daily, of
the kind of thoughts we are
having, and discern if they
are doing us any good. If
I have negative thoughts
about someone, how can
that possibly help me? I
must re-focus and replace
those thoughts with ones
that bring peace to the mind
and send good wishes to the
other.

To keep the mind strong,
we need to reinforce what
we believe in. We need to
respect the mind, and if
we need to recalibrate our
beliefs about others or the
self, we need to do that with
deep awareness and un-
derstanding. To make the
mind beautiful, we need to
introduce thoughts of an el-
evated nature. Thoughts of
spirituality, based on truth
and recognition of the na-
ture of the soul; its eternal
existence and its original
beauty. We must create
the best thoughts possible.
Then we will feel protected,

ATHOUGHT
FOR TODAY

safe, peaceful, and full of
love.

The companions we as-
sociate with will be those
who have our best inter-
ests at heart. The compa-
ny of the best minds will
uplift us. We can seek the
company of the highest
mind of all, the Supreme
mind, of the Supreme
Soul, and keep a connec-
tion with that One. If T am
close to that divine energy,
there is a very beautiful in-
fluence on my mind. Feel-
ing the presence of that
Being brings beauty to my
mind and heart. As time
goes on, with this con-
stant practice of cleaning,
strengthening, and beau-
tifying the mind, the pro-
cess becomes refined and
full of enjoyment, as we
experience the inestimable
results.

Eric Le Reste was a producer
for the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation for more than 35
years. He coordinates the Brah-
ma Kumaris centres in Canada
and is based in Montreal.

We collect possessions like
clothes, books, furniture, and
other things. At some point my
closets become full of unused
items and | find myself living in
a cluttered environment. | can
also become cluttered spiritually,
with a collection of worries,
doubts and sorrow. | can clean
my spiritual clutter in the same
way agood spring cleaning helps
me declutter my physical closets.
To clean my inner closets, | must
let go of emotional baggage and
rearrange mythinkingtoahigher,
more spiritual level. Today let
me clean my inner closets and
free myself from spiritual and
emotional clutter.
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PUNJAB KINGS THRASH RCB BY 5 WICKETS

Punjab Kings’ Xavier Bartlett and teammates celebrate the wicket of Royal Challengers Bengaluru’s Liam Livingstone during
their IPL 2025 match, at M. Chinnaswamy Stadium, in Bengaluru on Friday. (ANI Photo)
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unjab Kings
(PBKS) regis-
tered a dominant

S-wicket win over Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB)in arain-shortened
14-over contest, thanks to
a disciplined bowling ef-
fort and a calm chase de-
spite a few hiccups.

RCB, put into bat after
rain delayed the start,
crumbled to 95 for 9 in
their 14 overs. PBKS
bowlers were relentless
from the outset. Arsh-
deep Singh set the tone,

Brief Scores:
Jansen 2/12)

Bhuvneshwar 1/10)

RCB95/9 in 14 overs (Tim David 50%*, Arshdeep 2/14,
PBKS 96/5in13 overs (Prabhsimran 23, Shashank 21%,

Result: PBKS won by 5 wickets.

removing Phil Salt and
Virat Kohli in quick suc-
cession. Marco Jansen,
Yuzvendra Chahal, and
Harpreet Brar kept up the
pressure, chipping away
with wickets at regular
intervals.

RCB were reeling at 42
for 7 before Tim David
launched a spirited coun-

terattack. Smashing three
sixes and as many fours,
David’s 50 off just 26 balls
rescued his side from
complete collapse and
gave them a fighting total.
His aggressive stroke play
in the final over off Brar
added a semblance of re-
spectability to the score.
In reply, PBKS began

steadily. Prabhsimran
Singh, coming in as the
Impact Sub for Chahal,
opened with Priyansh
Arya. The start was cau-
tious — just three runs
came off Bhuvneshwar
Kumar’s first over. Arya,
playing his debut match,
showed maturity beyond
his years.

Despite losing a few
wickets in the middle
overs, Punjab’s target
never looked out of reach.
Their batters rotated
strike well, and boundary
opportunities were capi-
talized on when avail-
able. Prabhsimran and

India send squad to Asian U-15 &
U-17 Boxing Championships

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI
India has fielded a 56-mem-
ber youth boxing squad--30
U-15 and 26 U-17 pugilists-
-for the Asian U-15 & U-17
Boxing Championships be-
ing held in Amman, Jordan,
from April 17 to May 1. This
is the first event organised by
Asian Boxing, endorsed by
both the Olympic Council of
Asia and the newly formed
World Boxing, as per the re-
lease from the Boxing Fed-
eration of India (BFI).
Standout names in the U-17
boys’ squad include Sahil
Duhan and Devansh, who
clinched silver and bronze,
respectively, at the 2024
Asian Junior Championship,
along with Tikam Singh, the
SGFI 2024 gold medallist.
On the girls’ side, Samiksha
Singh, Anshika, and Khushi
Chand were among the med-
al winners at the 2024 Asian
School Boys & Girls Boxing
Championships in Al Ain.
The U-15 lineup features

These young athletes reflect the bright future
of Indian boxing, especially as the country
eyes the 2036 Olympics. Competing at this
prestigious championship, they carry the
hopes of a nation and the potential to inspire
the next generation of boxers, it said.

Ravi Sihag, a bronze med-
alist from the Asian School
Boys Championship in Al
Ain in 2024, as well as the
2024 sub-junior national
girls boxing champion (64-
67 kg), Trushna Mohite.

These young athletes re-
flect the bright future of
Indian boxing, especially as
the country eyes the 2036
Olympics. Competing at
this prestigious champion-
ship, they carry the hopes of
a nation and the potential to
inspire the next generation
of boxers, it said.

The Interim Committee
has upheld the values of the
Boxing Federation of India
by ensuring every athlete
gets the support and op-

BCCI Ombudsman imposes lifetime
ban on Mumbal’s cricket league

team owner

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Ombudsman of the Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) on Friday imposed
a lifetime ban on Gurmeet
Singh Bhamrah, the owner of a
Mumbai T20 League team, for
“violating” BCCI's Anti-Cor-
ruption Code over allegations
of attempting to fix a match.

BCCI Ombudsman Justice
Arun Mishra, a former judge
of the Supreme Court of India,
stated that corrupt practices
such as match-fixing must be
dealt with strictly. He imposed
the highest prescribed punish-
ment on Bhamrah.

According to the order of the

BCCI Ombudsman accessed
by ANI, the case pertains to
the second season of the Mum-
bai T20 League. The match in
question was the semi-final of
the tournament, played in May
2019.

The order states that Bham-
rah made a match-fixing at-
tempt by approaching a player,
who subsequently reported
the matter to the concerned
agencies.

portunity to shine. It acted
swiftly to resolve the dead-
lock and secured India’s
participation in this critical
championship, the release
said.

The team, accompanied by
coaching staff and officials,
travelled to Amman on April
17, with preliminaries begin-
ning on April 19 following
the draw on April 18.

Full Squad

Boys U-15:

Yash Nikam (33 KG), San-
skar Vinod Atram (35 KG),
Harsil (37 KG), Prikshit
Balahra (40 KG), Hardik (43
KG), Khaidem Rudraksh
Singh (46 KG), Sanchit Jay-
ani (49 KG), Ravi Sihag (52
KG), Nelson Khwairakpam

(55 KG), Naman Saini (58
KG), Abhijeet (61 KG), Lak-
shay Phogat (64 KG), Arpit
Bishnoi (67 KG), Parth (70
KG), Yamanveer Jawandha
(+70KG)

Girls U-15:

Komal (33 KG), Khushi
(35 KG), Tamanna (37 KG),
Svi (40 KG), Milky Meinam
(43 KG), Yanshika (46 KG),
S Linthoi Chanu (49 KG),
Princi (52 KG), Samrudhhi
Satish Shinde (55 KG), Na-
vya (58 KG), Sunaina (61 KG),
Kanishka Kumari Gorai (64
KG), Trushana Vinayak Mo-
hite (67 KG), Manshi Malik
(70 KG), Vanshika (+70 KG)

Boys U-17:

Kharb Dhruv (46 KG), Lai-
renlakpam Ambekar Meetei
(48 KG), Dev Aman (S0 KG),
Singh Tikam (52 KG), Raghav
Udham Singh (54 KG), Gari-
ya Rahul (57 KG), Sahil (60
KG), Siwach Aman (63 KG),
Deshmukh Anant Gauris-
hankar (66 KG), Khasa An-
shul (70 KG), Sehrawat Pri-
yansh (75 KG), Devansh (80
KG), Gulia Loven (+80 KG).

Despite losing
afew wickets in
the middle overs,
Punjab’s target
never looked out
of reach. Their
batters rotated
strike well,

and boundary
opportunities were
capitalized on
when available.
Prabbsimran and
Shashank Singh
played bandy
cameos to keep

the scoreboard
ticking.

Shashank Singh played
handy cameos to keep the
scoreboard ticking.

RCB’s bowlers, barring
Bhuvneshwar and Dayal
in patches, failed to ap-
ply sustained pressure.
The modest target gave
them little room for er-
ror, and PBKS crossed
the line with five wickets
and several balls to spare.

This win boosts Pun-
jab’s net run rate and
gives them a crucial edge
in the tightly-contested
points table, while RCB
will be left to rue an-
other batting collapse —
their second in as many
matches.

Arsenal’s Kai Havertz

Could Return For
Champlons League Final

TDG NETWORK
LONDON

Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta
said he would bet on Kai
Havertz returning before
the end of the season as his
recovery from a hamstring
injury is ahead of schedule.
The German international
had initially been ruled out
for the campaign after hav-
ing surgery on the injury suf-
fered during a Dubai warm-
weather training camp in
February. Arsenal have
survived the loss of both
Havertz and Gabriel Jesus to
make the Champions League
semi-finals for the first time
since 2009 with a famous 5-1
aggregate victory over Real

mirates
m 0T BETTER

Madrid. Arteta cooled spec-
ulation Havertz could return
in time to face Paris Saint-
Germain in the last four. But
he is on track to be available
should Arsenal get the final
in Munich on May 31.

“For the semi-finals? I think
thatis too close,” said Arteta.

“But if T have to bet on him
(being available) earlier than
expected I would say: ‘Yes’.

“The way he works, every
day heisin the gym, pushing
everybody, and I don’t think
you can hold him back any
longer.”

Arsenal’s European run
has softened the blow of see-
ing their Premier League title
challenge peter out.

The Gunners are on course

to finish second for a third
consecutive season.

But they trail Liverpool by
13 points with just six games
remaining.

The title could be sealed
as early as Sunday should
Liverpool beat Leicester and
Arsenal lose at struggling
Ipswich.

Arteta is keen to avoid that
scenario and warned against
easing up in the league with
Champions League qualifica-
tion for next season not yet
confirmed.

“We’ll make sure that
we win the game and that
doesn’t happen,” added the
Spaniard on the possibility of
Liverpool winning the league
on Sunday.

AGENCIES
DUBAI

In a heartwarming and
visionary announcement,
Indian cricket icon Smriti
Mandhana has joined
hands with a renowned
UK-based cricket academy
founded by former first-
class cricketer Don Bhaga-

the City Cricket Academy by
Smriti Mandhana at Dubai
International Academy Al
Barsha—a state-of-the-art
cricket development center
was special for all involved.
This was announced at a
press conference hosted by
Cricket Predicta.

Designed as a high-per-
formance hub, the acad-
emy combines Don’s more
than two decades of cricket
development experience
with Smriti’s contemporary
insights from the interna-
tional arena. Don’s wife, a
former England cricketer,

wati. The official launch of

Smriti, Don Bhagawati launch
‘City Cricket Academy’ in Dubai

also brings a wealth of ex-
perience and empathy to the
mentoring process, making
this academy a complete
ecosystem for young talent.

Speaking at the press
conference, Smriti Mand-
hana reflected on the per-
sonal and professional val-
ues driving this unique &
global initiative: “Don and
his family have always wel-
comed me like one of their
own. City Cricket Academy
by Smriti Mandhana isn’t
just a training facility—it's a
place where young cricket-
ersare encouraged todream
big, think deeply, and grow

as individuals. City Cricket
Academy and Don’s team
truly understand both the
mindset of young aspirants
and the challenges of elite-
level cricket. For me, this is
a heartfelt way to give back
to the game that’s given me
everything.”

Don Bhagawati is proud to
see the academy take shape
in Dubai and praised Smri-
ti’s rare and timely commit-
ment: “Smriti personifies
the highest level of dedica-
tion and integrity in cricket.
It’s heartening to see that
even while performing at
the highest level, she has the

desire to give back. Since the
first women’s match since
the 1700s, this may well
be one of the first times a
globalicon has stepped into
a grassroots leadership role
while still playing. We are
incredibly proud of her and
believe City Cricket Acade-
my will enrich the game for
generations to come.”

The academy aims to pro-
vide structured coaching
programs, mentorship from
current and former players,
and international exposure.
With a focus on character,
confidence, and cricketing
excellence, the academy is
poised to become a regional
benchmark.

As young cricketers
cheered and posed for pho-
tos with Smriti and Don,
the atmosphere captured
exactly what this academy
stands for—passion, ambi-
tion, enjoyment, and a true
love for the game.

BASKETBALL

Houston Rockets center Steven Adams (12) blocks a shot by Golden State Warriors guard
Gary Payton Il (0) during the second half of an NBA basketball game. (AGENCY)

Shubhankar sharma improves by 13
shots but fails to make cut at China

TDG NETWORK
SHANGHAI

Shubhankar Sharma
bounced back from an 82 in
the first round with a fine
69 in the second but failed
to make the cut at the Volvo
China Open 2025 here.

Sharma, who started the
second round from the tenth,
had a bogey on the 12th but
birdied the 14th and the 18th
to be I-under at the turn.

On the second nine he had
four birdies, a bogey and a
double bogey on ninth for
a 69 at the Enhance Anting
Golf Club.

Despite improving his score
by 13 shots as compared to
the first day, Sharma could

=

(

not make the cut for the first
time after the Magical Kenya
Open nearly two months
back.

In these two months, Shub-
hankar played four events
including the Hero Indian
Open 2025 and made the cut
in all of them. Haotong Li will
take a share of the lead into
the weekend as he bids to win

his national title for a second
time.

After an opening two under
par round of 69, the 29-year-
old carded a blistering eight
under 63 to move to 10 un-
der par at the halfway stage
alongside Hero Indian Open
winner, Eugenio Chacarra
and Finland’s Tapio Pulk-
kanen.



