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‘100 terrorists wiped out’

n	 Over 100 terrorists 
killed in Pak terror 
hubs

n	 Around 40 Pakistani 
military personnel 
killed

n	 Indian Armed Forces 
conducted coordi-
nated strikes on nine 
terrorist facilities

n	 Four terror hubs tar-
geted were in Paki-
stan, 5 in Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir
n	 Indian forces air-

launched missiles to 
strike 11 Pakistani 
air bases

n	 The strikes incapaci-
tated 20 percent of 
Pakistan’s air force 
infrastructure

n	 India has lost five 
soldiers in the ongo-
ing combat

Normalcy prevailed in 
northern states, especially 
in the border areas of the 
Punjab on Sunday follow-
ing a ceasefire between India 
and Pakistan to stop all fir-
ings and military actions.  Af-
ter a week of intense hostili-
ties, the locals resume their 
daily routine on Sunday 
morning with the authori-
ties urge calm and thanked 

armed forces for ensuring 
safety during tense days.

Punjab-which shares a 553-

km border with Pakistan, 
witnessed a normal morn-
ing on Sunday with people 
across border districts—like 
Amritsar, Pathankot, Hoshi-
arpur, and Ferozepur—re-
suming their daily activities.

Besides Chandigarh-the 
joint capital of Haryana and 
Punjab-several districts of 
Haryana including Panch-
kula, Ambala, Sirsa, Hisar 
-which remained tense for 
the past couple of days as the 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi conveyed a clear mes-
sage to US that India will 
respond to any action taken 
by Pakistan, without feeling 
obligated to offer an off-ramp 
or de-escalation option, ac-
cording to the sources.

US Vice President JD Vance 
recently reached out to PM 
Modi amid escalating ten-
sions between India and 
Pakistan post the Pahalgam 
terror attack. The conversa-
tion centered around Paki-
stan’s desire for an acceptable 
offer, but notably, nuclear 

options weren’t discussed. 
PM Modi listened to the US 
proposal without providing 
a specific response.

PM Modi has emphasised 
India’s commitment to na-
tional security, stating that 
the country’s armed forces 
will give a befitting reply 
to attempts to ruin India’s 
peace.

“When US Vice President 
JD Vance called up PM Modi, 
there was no mention of the 
word nuclear with regard 
to Pakistan. The message 
they had was that Pakistan 
wanted an offer which was 
acceptable to them. PM Modi 
heard out the US pitch but 

did not answer specifically. 
The message given by the 
Prime Minister to Vice 
President JD Vance was that 
if Pakistan does any action, 
there will be a response, and 
I don’t need to give an offer 
of an off-ramp,” according to 

the sources.
This stance comes as India 

continues Operation Sin-
door, a military operation 
targeting terrorist infra-
structure in Pakistan and 
Pakistan-occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The Indian Army has suc-
cessfully neutralized large-
scale drone and missile 
attacks by Pakistan, show-
casing its preparedness and 
response capabilities.

The situation escalated 
when Pakistan responded 
aggressively. According to 
sources, Pakistan launched 
drone attacks targeting 
sites in India. In retaliation, 
India carried out preci-
sion airstrikes on Pakistani 
airbases, striking critical 
military installations. The 
Indian response was swift 
and targeted, with strikes 
hitting airbases and military 

BrahMos not just a 
weapon, a message 
of strength: Rajnath 

Calm prevails in Punjab, Haryana, 
Chandigarh after ceasefire

India will respond harder to any action by Pak: PM to Vance

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh today said BrahMos 
is not just a weapon but 
a “message of strength” of 
India’s armed forces while 
inaugurating one of the 
largest integration and test-
ing facility of the supersonic 
cruise missile system in 
Lucknow.
“India is now one of the 
most powerful nations in 
the world. We are constant-
ly increasing our strength, 

and I believe that the facility 
centre that is being inaugu-
rated today will help in fur-
ther strengthening India’s 
power,” he said while vir-
tually addressing the event 
from Delhi.
“BrahMos is one of the 
world’s fastest, supersonic 
cruise missiles. BrahMos is 
not just a weapon, but it is 
a message in itself. A mes-

sage of the strength of our 
armed forces. A message of 
our deterrence towards the 
enemy. A message of our 
commitment to safeguard-
ing our borders,” Singh said.

The country’s largest 
BrahMos integration and 
testing facility centre in 
Lucknow will strengthen 
India’s efforts towards self-
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In the wake of an armed 
conflict with Pakistan, the 
government has decided to 
step up security at scien-
tific installations across the 
country, particularly along 
the western border, Science 
and Technology Minister 
Jitendra Singh said.

    Singh reviewed the securi-

ty preparedness at scientific 
and technical installations 
across the country on Sat-
urday and issued directions 
for an upgrade, particularly 
in the border areas of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Punjab, Rajas-
than and Gujarat.

    The sites of the India Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD) in Srinagar and Leh 
and the Indian Institute of 

On Sunday, India 
announced the ex-
tensive damage, 

destruction, and crippling 
of Pakistan’s military infra-
structure under Operation 
Sindoor. Significantly, the 
government of India, for the 
first time revealed that the 
Indian navy, including its 
submarines played a cru-
cial role in forcing Pakistan 
to assume a defensive pos-
turing.

In a press conference that 
was addressed Air Marshal 
AK Bharti, Lt Gen Rajiv 
Ghai (Director General of 
Military Operations), Vice 
Admiral AN Pramod, and 
Maj Gen SS Sharda shared 
the reasons that led to Paki-
stan initiating the call for 
cease fire.

India again for the first 
time, also confirmed that 
it had downed Pakistani 
aircrafts while abstaining, 
for now, from revealing any 

other details, including the 
make and the number. Spec-
ulations suggest it could be 
either the Chinese JF-17 or 
the US F-16.

Launched in response to 
the Pahalgam terror attack 
that killed 26 Indian civil-
ians, the operation, starting 
7 May, combined precise 
military strikes with severe 
non-military measures to 
dismantle terrorist net-
works, punish state-spon-
sored terrorism, and deter 
future aggression from 
Pakistan.

As per the briefings by 
the four officers, the Indian 
Armed Forces conducted 
coordinated strikes on nine 
terrorist facilities—four 
within Pakistan, including 
Bahawalpur and Muridke, 
and five in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir, such as Mu-
zaffarabad and Kotli. These 
sites, operated by groups 
like Lashkar-e-Taiba and 
Jaish-e-Mohammed, re-
sponsible for the 2008 
Mumbai and 2019 Pulwama 

attacks, served as command 
and training centres. Key 
operatives, including Mu-
dassar Khadian Khas, Mo-
hammad Yusuf Azhar, and 
Khalid, were eliminated.

In response to Pakistan’s 
missile and drone strikes 
on Indian cities and military 
posts between 7 May and 9, 
India escalated its offensive. 
On the night of 9-10 May 
within a three-hour win-
dow, Indian forces deployed 

kamikaze drones and air-
launched missiles to strike 
11 Pakistani air bases: Nur 
Khan, Rafiqui, Murid, Suk-
kur, Sialkot, Pasrur, Chun-
nian, Sargodha, Skardu, 
Bholari, and Jacobabad.

The operation marked 
India as the first nation to 
significantly damage the 
air force infrastructure of a 
nuclear-armed adversary 
without triggering nuclear 
conflict. At Bholari air base, 

over 50 personnel, includ-
ing squadron leader Usman 
Yousuf, were killed. Satellite 
imagery confirmed the com-
plete destruction of hangars 
and aircraft shelters at Ja-
cobabad’s Shahbaz base.

The strikes incapacitated 
approximately 20 percent 
of Pakistan’s air force in-
frastructure and exposed 
critical weaknesses in its 
Chinese-supplied HQ-9/P 
air defense systems, which 

failed to intercept Indian 
missiles.

In contrast, India’s air 
defense systems effectively 
neutralized incoming Paki-
stani threats, preventing 
significant damage or casu-
alties.

It was also revealed that 
the Indian Navy’s Carrier 
battle group, surface forces, 
submarines and aviation 
assets were immediately de-
ployed at sea with full com-
bat readiness. The officials 
said that the Indian navy 
tested and refined tactics 
and procedures at sea dur-
ing multiple weapon firings 
in the Arabian Sea within 96 
hours of the terrorist attack.

The Naval forces remained 
forward deployed in the 
Northern Arabian Sea in a 
decisive and deterrent pos-
ture with full readiness and 
capacity to strike select tar-
gets at sea and on land, in-
cluding Karachi, at a time of 
the Indian Navy’s choosing. 
The forward deployment of 

‘India inflicted crippling damage to Pak’
   DGMO Lt Gen Ghai says Pak will pay heavy price if it resorts to any misadventure
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New Delhi
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India’s Operation Sindoor, 
at a macro and global lev-
el,  has redefined India’s  fight 
against terrorism by deci-
sively rejecting the distinc-
tion between terrorists and 
their sponsors (Pakistan es-
tablishment and its military).

Launched to avenge the 
brutal killing of civilians, 
the operation not just neu-
tralized launchpads of 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-

Mohammed, and Hizbul 
Mujahideen, identified as 
key training and operational 
centres for attacks against 
India but also took out sig-
nificant Pakistani military 
assets and men.

Officials also told this 
newspaper that contrary 
to claims made by Pakistan 
ministers, no talks have oc-
curred at the National Se-
curity Advisor level, with 
dialogue strictly confined 
to the Directors General of 
Military Operations.

These sources emphasized 
that India will entertain no 
third-party mediation (in 
context of the tweets put 
out by US President Donald 
Trump), and talks will only 
proceed if Pakistan returns 

PoJK and surrenders all 
terrorists operating against 
India , something which this 
newspaper has also written 
earlier.

This position underscores 
India’s policy shift, signal-

ling that terrorism will not 
be negotiated through con-
ventional diplomacy unless 
Pakistan takes concrete steps 
to dismantle its terror infra-
structure, marking a pivotal 
change in bilateral dynamics.

According to officials, 
the operation saw Indian 
forces conduct deep strikes 
hundreds of kilometers into 
Pakistan’s mainland, target-
ing not just PoJK but also 
Punjab province, a strategic 
stronghold of Pakistan’s 

India strikes Bahawalpur where USA hesitated, 
shows world it needs no permission to defend
Abhinandan Mishra
New Delhi
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PM Modi chairs a meeting with EAM S Jaishankar, Def Min Rajnath 
Singh, NSA Ajit Doval, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan, 

chiefs of tri-services, at his residence in New Delhi on Sunday. ANI

Defence Minister 
inaugurates 
Rs 300-crore 
integration and 
testing facility 
of BrahMos  in 
Lucknow

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh virtually addresses the 
inaugural ceremony of the BrahMos Aerospace Integration and 
Testing Facility in Lucknow, from his residence in New Delhi 
on Sunday. ANI

(L-R) Air Marshal AK Bharti, DGMO Lieutenant General Rajiv Ghai, Vice Admiral AN Pramod and 
Major General SS Sharda during the press conference on Operation Sindoor, in New Delhi on 
Sunday. ANI

Army soldiers inspect a building damaged by a suspected 
Indian missile attack near Muzaffarabad, the capital of 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. Agencies (File photo)
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With the wheat procurement in the 
leading agrarian states of Punjab 
and Haryana is in its final phase, 
both the states considered the grain 
bowl of India — are unlikely to meet 
their procurement targets for the 
2024–25 Rabi marketing season-
thanks to the interest shown by the 
private traders due to higher market 
rates.

According to official data, Punjab 
has procured nearly 117 lakh MTs 
of wheat so far, falling short of its 
124 lakh-tonne target, while Hary-
ana’s procurement stands at around 
70.50 lakh MTs, against the set tar-
get of 75 lakh tonnes. However, the 
ground reports from both the states 
reflect that wheat arrival in most of 
the mandis has come to an end and 
chances of any of the states achiev-
ing the target are meagure. 

The figures revealed that private 
traders in Punjab have procured 
around 11 lakh MT wheat from the 
Mandis while in Haryana the pri-
vate traders have purchased around 
2.50 lakh MT from the mandis of 
the state. But the traders are of the 
view that there was no exact figures 
of the purchase of the wheat by 
private traders as most of the trad-
ers prefer to buy directly from the 
farmers outside the mandis to avoid 

market committee fee and other ex-
penses as the government.

According to the traders that retail 
market prices of wheat touched Rs 
3,000 per quintal, well above the 
government’s Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) of Rs 2,425, many farm-
ers have opted to sell their produce 
to private buyers instead of bringing 
it to government-run mandis.

Adding to the problem, unsea-
sonal rainfall delayed the wheat 
harvest in many regions, disrupt-
ing the timely arrival of produce in 
mandis. Furthermore, strict qual-
ity norms led to the rejection of sig-
nificant quantities of grain, further 
shrinking the volume eligible for 
procurement.
Impact on National 
Stocks Despite Bumper 
Harvest

This procurement shortfall comes 
despite predictions of a record 

wheat production year. Scientists 
at the Indian Institute of Wheat and 
Barley Research (IIWBR), Karnal-
predicting the highest ever wheat 
yield in Punjab and Haryana,  were 
optimistic that the country could 
surpass its all-time high wheat pro-
duction of 115.43 million tonnes this 
year against last year’s 113.29 million 
tonnes of the last year. Even as the 
reports suggest higher wheat yields 
in the entire wheat growing belt 
of the country including Punjab, 
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, and Rajasthan. 

But a shortfall in procurement 
from key states like Punjab and 
Haryana could affect the Centre’s 
foodgrain buffer stock as both the 
states together account for nearly 
74% of the national wheat procure-
ment, which currently stands at 
around 263 lakh MT against the 
target of 310 lakh MT.

Schools in five Punjab dis-
tricts bordering Pakistan, 
as well as in Sangrur, will 
remain closed on Monday, 
officials said.

However, academic in-
stitutions in the rest of the 
state will reopen, they said.

T h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n 
Pathankot, Amritsar, Fero-
zepur, Gurdaspur and Tarn 
Taran districts that lie on 
the border with Pakistan 
have ordered schools to re-

main shut.
Punjab shares a 553-kilo-

metre border with Pakistan, 
spanning these five districts 
as well Fazilka.

Education Minister Harjot 
Bains said if any university 
already revised its examina-
tion schedule, those exams 
would follow the revised 
schedule.

Deputy commissioners of 
border districts have also 
been authorised to take a 
call on opening or closing 
schools, based on local cir-

cumstances.
Bains also directed the 

academic institutions to 
strictly adhere to the gov-

ernment’s safety protocols 
and guidelines.

Meanwhile, the authorities 
in Ferozepur, Gurdaspur, 

Pathankot and Moga issued 
advisories, urging people to 
voluntarily switch off lights 
at home and avoid ventur-
ing outside unless necessary 
on Sunday evening.

On Sunday, calm prevailed 
in Punjab, especially in its 
border areas, following an 
understanding between In-
dia and Pakistan to stop all 
military actions on land, air 
and sea.

In Amritsar, schoolteach-
ers can take classes online, 
according to a message 

shared by the district ad-
ministration. Colleges and 
universities in the district 
will also remain closed.

In Pathankot and Gurdas-
pur, colleges and univer-
sities will remain shut on 
Monday.

University and college 
teachers, however, can take 
online classes, according to 
an order issued by the Gur-
daspur authorities.

The authorities in San-
grur have also ordered all 
academic institutions to re-

main shut.
Earlier, Bains had said 

all academic institutions 
-- schools, colleges and uni-
versities -- across Punjab 
would reopen on Monday.

“Regular classes and ex-
aminations will proceed as 
per academic schedule. We 
are immensely proud of our 
brave armed forces,” he had 
said in a post on X.

The state government on 
May 8 ordered the closure 
of academic institutions 
for three days as a military 

standoff between India and 
Pakistan soared.

Meanwhile, the Ferozepur 
district administration on 
Sunday issued an advisory, 
asking people to voluntarily 
switch off lights at 8 pm.

“Avoid moving outside 
unless necessary. Stay calm 
and stay alert to the messag-
es from the district adminis-
tration,” the district authori-
ties said in a message.

The Gurdaspur district 
administration said the situ-
ation was peaceful.

With a focus to achieve Zero 
Farm Fires to reduce air pol-
lution in Delhi and nearby ar-
eas the coming Kharif Season, 
the Commission for Air Qual-
ity Management (CAQM) has 
asked the leading paddy sow-
ing states of Punjab, Haryana, 
and Uttar Pradesh to create a 
special task force at district 
and block levels.

In the latest orders -the 
CAQM- which formulates air 
pollution control strategies 
for Delhi-National Capital 
Region and the adjoining ar-
eas has asked state authorities 
to map all farms in villages to 
determine the most suitable 
methods for managing paddy 
stubble.

As per the officials this 
“Parali Protection Force” will 
include police officers, agri-
cultural officials, and other 
local staff. They will keep a 
close watch on farmlands and 
stop farmers from burning 

crop residue, especially dur-
ing late evening hours when 
such burning often goes un-
noticed.

“Constitution of a dedicated 
‘Parali Protection Force” at 
the district and block level 
comprising of police officers, 
officials from the state agri-
culture department,  admin-
istrative officers and nodal 
officers and officials from the 
other stakeholder depart-
ments to closely oversee and 
guard against any incident of 
open stubble burning”, reads 
the order. Since there were re-
ports that the farmers prefer 
to burn the crop waste late 
evening, the CAQM also di-
rected the states to intensify 
patrolling by enforcement 
agencies –especially during 
late evening hours consid-
ering the tendency of some 
farmers to resort to burning 
late evening hours to evade 
the satellite recording of 
farm fires.   Besides, plan-
ning for an adequate stor-
age facility for paddy straw 

bales for ex-situ utilization, 
the commission asked the 
Punjab and Haryana for a 
common determined rate for 
procurement of paddy straw 
on the lines of Haryana. Also 
the state governments told to 
ensure rent -free availability 
of machines to all farmers for 
management of crop waste.

The state authorities have 
been directed to facilitate 
citizens to report their com-
plaints on social media plat-
forms regarding incidents 
of stubble burning besides 
ensuring Red Entries in farm 
records and imposition and 
realization of appropriate EC 
charges in respect of all such 
farmers, who still resort to 
stubble burning. 

The Commission also di-
rected the state governments 
of Punjab, Haryana and Ut-
tar Pradesh to effectively 
implement their respective 
revised Action Plans in letter 
and spirit to ensure complete 
elimination of paddy stubble 
burning during 2025. 

The sources have confirmed that India will 
be sending a team to the United Nations Se-
curity Council (UNSC) soon, with the latest 
evidence highlighting Pakistan’s complicity 
with terrorism.

The 1267 sanctions committee, also 
known as the ISIL (Da’esh) and Al-Qaida 
sanctions committee, established under 
United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tion (UNSCR) in 1999, is likely to meet next 
week, sources added.

It is one of the most important UN subsid-
iary bodies working to combat terrorism, 
particularly in relation to ISIL (Da’esh), Al-
Qaida and associated individuals, groups, 
undertakings and entities. It oversees sanc-
tions measures related to individuals, enti-
ties and groups, associated with the afore-
mentioned organizations. This committee 
oversees the implementation of sanctions 

pursuant to UNSC resolutions 1267 (1999), 
1989 (2011) and 2253 (2015).

Notably, India has accused Pakistan of 
shielding The Resistance Front (TRF), a 
Lashkar-e-Taiba proxy, at the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC). Pakistan 
reportedly blocked the mention of TRF’s 
name in a UNSC statement condemning 
the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack, which 
killed 26 civilians. Despite TRF claiming re-
sponsibility for the attack twice, Pakistan’s 
actions suggest a pattern of diplomatic 
cover for terror outfits. TRF is a designated 
terrorist outfit linked to Lashkar-e-Taiba, 
emerging after Article 370’s abrogation in 
Jammu and Kashmir. It’s involved in plan-
ning killings, recruiting terrorists, and 
smuggling weapons.

India will approach the UNSC 1267 Sanc-
tions Committee to designate TRF as a ter-
rorist organization, imposing sanctions 
and travel bans on its members. 

Last respects were paid 
to Additional District De-
velopment Commissioner 
(ADDC) Raj Kumar Thapa, 
who died after a Pakistani 
shell hit his residence due to 
cross-border shelling in Ra-
jouri earlier this week.

Jammu & Kashmir Dep-
uty CM Surinder Choud-
hary, Assembly LoP Sunil 
Sharma; and others paid 
their last respect to Addi-
tional District Development 
Commissioner Raj Kumar 
Thapa.

Visuals show that the trib-
ute ceremony, held in Jam-
mu, was attended by several 
administrative and political 
leaders, along with security 
personnel.

Meanwhile, on Saturday, 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
met Thapa’s family and ex-
pressed his condolences.

J&K Chief Minister’s Of-
fice posted on X and said, 
“Paid my heartfelt condo-
lences to the family of Dr. 
Raj Kumar Thapa, JKAS, 

ADDC Rajouri, who lost his 
life in the line of duty today 
due to shelling by Pakistan. 
His service and sacrifice 
will never be forgotten. The 
Government stands firmly 
with his family in this hour 
of grief.”

People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) chief Mehbooba Mufti 
also expressed her deep sor-
row over Thapa’s demise. 
She extended her condo-
lences to Thapa’s bereaved 
family, praying for his soul 
to rest in peace.

Civilian areas in Jammu’s 
Rajouri district suffered 
damage due to shelling 
by Pakistan. A series of 

explosions damaged sev-
eral houses and properties 
across the region, triggering 
panic among residents. Ac-
cording to locals, smoke rose 
after loud explosions were 
reported in Rajouri.

Earlier, after the demise of 
Border Security Force (BSF) 
Sub-Inspector Mohammad 
Imtiaz, who lost his life dur-
ing cross-border firing by 
Pakistan (along the Interna-
tional Border in the RS Pura 
area of Jammu), the BSF in-
formed that a wreath-laying 
ceremony with full honours 
will be held to pay tribute to, 
on May 11 at Frontier Head-
quarters Jammu, Paloura.

J&K: Last respects paid to ADDC Raj Kumar Thapa CAQM for ‘Parali Protection 
Force’ to curb stubble burning 
in Punjab, Haryana, UP
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Wheat buys on MSP in Punjab, Haryana fall short of target

Punjab schools in five border districts, Sangrur to remain shut today

‘India to send team to UNSC with 
evidence highlighting Pak’s complicity’

In a significant break-
through, the Malerkotla 
Police apprehended 

two individuals for alleged 
involvement in espionage 
activities linked to a Paki-
stani official posted at the 
High Commission in New 
Delhi, said Punjab Director 
General of Police (DGP) on 
Sunday.

Acting on the credible 
intelligence, one of the sus-
pects was arrested for leak-
ing sensitive information 
regarding the movements of 
the Indian Army to a Paki-
stan handler.

The second conduit was 
identified and taken into 
custody.

Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that the ac-
cused had been receiving 
payments through online 
transactions in exchange 

for classified information, 
the DGP further stated.

Both the accused were in 
frequent contact with the 
handler and were involved 
in channelling funds to oth-
er local operatives as per his 
instructions.

Two mobile phones have 

been recovered, and an FIR 
has been registered.

This operation marks a 
significant step in disman-
tling cross-border espionage 
networks and reinforces our 
commitment to national se-
curity. Further investigation 
will be undertaken as per 

established protocol, with 
a focus on tracing the finan-
cial trail and identifying ad-
ditional operatives and link-
ages within the network.

Earlier on April 27, amid 
the ongoing ‘war against 
drugs’ in Punjab, the DGP 
instructed police officials to 

follow the issued deadline to 
conclude the ‘Nasha Mukt 
Punjab’ campaign by May 
31 this year.

The DGP said that senior 
police officials, including 
the Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) and Com-
missioner of Police (CP), 
will have to ensure and take 
responsibility for a drug-
free Punjab.

The instructions were is-
sued to SSPs to make a con-
crete plan to ensure that ev-
ery area in the state becomes 
drug-free. 

The officials are expected 
to lay down their plan of ac-
tion along with the deadline 
to eliminate drug abuse in 
Punjab.

If any discrepancy is found 
in the action plan after the 
deadline and drugs are dis-
covered, the responsible of-
ficer would be punished, the 
DGP further said.

PUNJAB POLICE NABS TWO FOR LEAKING 
ARMY SECRETS TO PAKISTANI HANDLER
Agencies
Malerkotla 

Agencies
Srinagar 
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Amid Indo-Pak tensions, 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann has escalated 
his criticism of the central 
government and the Bhakra 
Beas Management Board 
(BBMB), charging both with 
systematically denying the 
state its due share of water 
and resources. Mann said 
that a forensic audit will be 
carried out into money given 
to BBMB, charging that the 
board is misusing Punjab’s 
water resources for other 
states. Local people joined in 
the protest against the BBMB 
at Nangal situated Dam. 

In a stern voice, the Chief 
Minister challenged the 
financial aid given to the 
board, asserting, “When 
BBMB is stealing our water, 
why should we give money 
to them?”

Mann also criticized the 
Centre for stopping Punjab’s 
Rural Development Fund 
(RDF), saying it has devastat-

ed rural infrastructure and 
harmed farmers throughout 
the state. He called the action 
a “conspiracy against Pun-
jab” and a bid to destabilize 
the state’s agrarian economy.

The Bhakra Beas Man-
agement Board, which was 
formed after the reorganisa-
tion of Punjab in 1966, over-
sees major projects such as 
the Bhakra Nangal Dam, 
Pong Dam, and the Beas-
Sutlej Link. It distributes 
water and electricity to Pun-
jab, Haryana, Rajasthan, and 
Himachal Pradesh.

The Punjab government 

has historically argued that 
the Beas and Sutlej rivers 
arise and pass through its 
state, entitling it to natural 
possession of their waters. 
Yet Mann’s administration 
accuses BBMB of continuing 
to divert an excessive amount 
of this water to neighboring 
states. Conflicts between 
Punjab and BBMB height-
ened even more in 2022 
when the board nominated 
non-Punjabi officers for im-
portant technical and admin-
istrative posts without con-
sidering Punjab’s nominees. 

The Mann government 
maintains that the state is 
also not being fairly paid its 
share of energy and that the 
Centre failed to act. “Pun-
jab will not compromise on 
water-based sovereignty,” 
Mann asserted and said that 
if BBMB’s operations are not 
made transparent and fair, 
then the state would order 
a complete forensic audit of 
the board’s finances and op-
eration.

Mann alleges Centre, BBMB 
‘misusing’ Punjab’s water 
Taruni Gandhi
Chandigarh 

Espionage Charges 
n  Suspects were accused of leaking sensi-

tive Indian Army movement information 
to a Pakistani handler.

n  Investigation revealed suspects received 
payments via online transactions for 
classified details.

n  Accused were also involved in chan-
neling funds to local operatives on the 
handler’s instructions.

n  Recovered Items: Two mobile phones were seized during the operation.
n  FIR Registered against the suspects; further investigation will trace 

financial trails and operatives.

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann

Jammu and Kashmir 
Administrative Service 
(JKAS) officer Raj Kumar 
Thapa, who lost his life in 
Pakistani shelling early 
Saturday, was known 
for his unwavering pro-
fessional devotion and 
people-friendly approach, 
leaving many in the union 
territory mourning.

Mr Thapa,  54,  was 
widely respected for his 
unwavering professional 
devotion and approach-
able nature, a quality that 
deeply resonated with 
the people he served. An 
MBBS graduate, he joined 
JKAS in 2001. Mr Thapa 
lost his life when a Paki-
stani artillery shell struck 
his residential quarters in 
the bordering district of 
Rajouri. He is survived by 
his wife, a doctor, and their 
two children.

The officer was posted as 
the Additional District De-

velopment Commissioner, 
Rajouri, in March last year 
and played a key role in 
handling the situation at 
Badhaal village where 17 
members of three families, 
including 13 children, died 
under mysterious circum-
stances after falling sick 
between December 7 and 
January 19. 

Before his tenure in Ra-
jouri, Mr Thapa served as 
an officer on special duty 
(OSD) to former deputy 
chief minister Tara Chand 
from 2009 to 2014, be-
sides holding significant 
roles, including mission 
director of the J-K Skill 
Development Mission and 
special secretary in the 
Labour and Employment 
Department.

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Legacy of Thapa

Policemen pay their respects during the funeral of Raj Kumar 
Thapa, a senior government official who was killed in a cross-
border shelling between India and Pakistan, in Roop Nagar in 
Jammu on Sunday. ANI
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He is survived 
by his wife, a 

doctor, and their 
two children.
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Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge 
and Leader of Oppo-

sition in Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi on Sunday wrote 
letters to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to convene 
a special session of the Par-
liament.

Congress MP Jairam 
Ramesh posted on X and 

said, “LoP Lok Sabha and 
LoP Rajya Sabha have just 
written to the PM request-
ing for a special session of 
Parliament to be convened 
immediately.”

In his letter, Rajya Sabha 
LoP Kharge urged PM Modi 
to convene a special session 
overs several issues includ-
ing Pahalgam attack and 
Operation Sindoor.

“In view of latest develop-
ments Leader of Opposi-

tion in Lok Sabha has al-
ready written to you again 
conveying the unanimous 
request of all Opposition 
parties for a special session 
of Parliament to discuss the 
Pahalgam terror, Opera-
tion Sindoor and the cease-
fire announcements first 
from Washington DC and 
later by the Governments 
of India and Pakistan. As 
Leader of Opposition in the 
Rajya Sabha, I am writing 

in support of this request,” 
Mallikarjun Kharge said.

Lok Sabha LoP Rahul 
Gandhi reiterated the 
“unanimous request” of 
the Opposition to convene 
a special session of Parlia-
ment “immediately.”

“It is crucial for the people 
and their representatives to 
discuss the Pahalgam terror 
attack, Operation Sindoor 
and today’s ceasefire, first 
announced by U.S. Presi-

dent Trump. This will also 
be an opportunity to dem-
onstrate our collective re-
solve to meet the challenges 
ahead. I trust that you will 
consider this demand seri-
ously and swiftly,” Rahul 
Gandhi said.

The meeting comes after 
days of heightened tension 
with Pakistan along the 
western border, following 
Operation Sindoor carried 
out by the Indian armed 

forces on May 7. The op-
eration targeted nine terror 
infrastructures in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK) in retalia-
tion for the April 22 Pahal-
gam attack, which claimed 
the lives of 26 tourists.

Meanwhile, India and 
Pakistan have worked out 
an understanding on the 
stoppage of firing and mili-
tary action. External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar 

said on Saturday and noted 
that India will continue its 
firm and uncompromising 
stance against terrorism.

“India and Pakistan have 
today worked out an under-
standing on the stoppage of 
firing and military action. 
India has consistently main-
tained a firm and uncom-
promising stance against 
terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations. It will 
continue to do so,” he said 

in a post on X.
The minister’s remarks 

came after DGMOs of India 
and Pakistan agreed that 
both sides would stop all 
firing and military action.

Earlier on Saturday, India 
also played down the role 
of the US in achieving an 
agreement on cessation of 
hostilities, saying that the 
understanding had been 
reached between DGMOs 
of the two countries. 

The Congress on Sunday 
demanded answers from the 
government on whether it 
has accepted third party me-
diation on Kashmir after the 
US made announcements on 
behalf of India and Pakistan, 
and slammed attempt to “in-
ternationalise” the issue.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the AICC head-
quarters, Congress general 
secretary Sachin Pilot said 
the “ceasefire” statement was 
a surprise to all as this was 
the first time a third country 
had made announcements 
on behalf of the India and 
Pakistan and questioned 
the US’ bid to “hyphenate” 
the two countries.

He said the government 
must accept the opposi-
tion’s demand for another 
all-party meeting chaired 
by the prime minister and a 

special session of Parliament 
to discuss these issues in the 
current circumstances.

Noting that events have 
changed swiftly in the last 
24 hours, he said, “We were 
all surprised after the an-
nouncement of ceasefire was 
made by the US President 
through social media.”

“An attempt was made to 
internationalise the issues 
between India and Pakistan. 
This is for the first time this 
has happened,” he said, as-
serting that the government 
must clarify while taking the 
nation and all parties into 
confidence.

Cong urge PM for special session on Pahalgam attack, Op Sindoor

‘US mediation’ 
spectre: Cong raises 
issue after Trump’s 
announcement Russian President Vladimir 

Putin has said that Russia is 
ready for ‘direct talks’ with 
Ukraine, according to a re-
port by CNN. The develop-
ment comes as the US and 
European leaders press for 
a ceasefire.

As per CNN, President 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has proposed holding 
“direct talks” with Ukraine 
on Thursday in Istanbul.

“We would like to start 
immediately, already next 
Thursday, May 15, in Istan-
bul, where they were held 
before and where they were 
interrupted,” Putin said in a 
late-night televised address. 
He emphasized the talks 
should be held “without any 
preconditions”, as reported 
by CNN.

“We are set on serious ne-
gotiations with Ukraine,” 
Putin said, adding they are 
intended to “eliminate the 
root causes of the conflict” 
and “reach the establish-
ment of a long-term, durable 

peace.”
According to CNN, the 

proposal came just hours 
after the leaders of Germany, 
France, the United Kingdom 
and Poland stood along-
side Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky in Kyiv 
and urged Putin to agree to 
a 30-day ceasefire starting 
on Monday or face possible 
“massive sanctions,” accord-
ing to French President Em-
manuel Macron.

C N N  r e p o r t e d  t h a t 
Ukraine and Russia have 
not held direct talks since 
the conflict began in 2022. 
Putin said Sunday he would 
speak with Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
about holding talks with 
Kyiv.

TDG Network
Moscow

authorities ordered a com-
plete blackout, witnessed a 
normalcy.  The residents of 
these districts witnessed a 
peaceful Sunday morning 
after India and Pakistan 
agreed to stop all military 
actions on land, air, and sea.

Soon after the authorities 
confirmed the ceasefire the 
district administrations ad-
vised residents to return to 
their daily routines.

“As all restrictions were 
withdrawn yesterday, there-
fore things are normal now. 

Shops and other commercial 
establishments may remain 
open as per normal days. Cit-
izens are requested refrain 
from spreading any false in-
formation/misinformation”, 
reads an advisory issued by 
Chandigarh deputy commis-
sioner Nishant Yadav.

Also the district adminis-
trations in Punjab’s border 
districts too assured the pub-
lic that there was no reason 
to worry. 

In a post on the X, Amrit-
sar Deputy Commissioner 
thanked the people for their 
cooperation during the 

blackout but advised that 
do not panic and stay in-
doors if there is a blackout. 
“Blackouts are done for the 
safety of people. If there is 
any sign of danger, a black-
out will occur. However, it is 
advised to keep lighting to a 
minimum at night. If there is 
a blackout, people are urged 
to cooperate by turning off 
the lights, just like in pre-
vious days”, reads the post 
adding that all government, 
aided and private schools 
in Amritsar district will re-
main completely closed on 
Monday.

Calm prevails in Punjab... ‘India inflicted crippling damage to Pak’

India strikes Bahawalpur 

Centre steps up security

India will respond harder

BrahMos not just a weaponIntegrative Medicine in Jammu will also 
get a security upgrade, the minister said in 
a post on X.

    Singh specifically reviewed the prepared-
ness and security mechanisms at the CSIR-
Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine 
(IIIM), Jammu; CSIR-Central Scientific In-
struments Organisation (CSIO), Chandigarh; 
CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute 
(CLRI), Jalandhar; CSIR-Institute of Micro-
bial Technology (IMTECH), Chandigarh; 
DBT-Biotech Research Innovation Council 
(BRIC), National Agri-Food and Biomanu-
facturing Institute (NABI), Mohali.

    All scientific institutions have been di-

rected to review and enhance their current 
security protocols in light of the prevailing 
situation, an official statement said.

    Singh also asked the institutions to imme-
diately inform the respective district admin-
istrations to ensure seamless coordination 
and protection.    The minister asked each in-
stitution to develop and circulate standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) for an emer-
gency response to ensure that both the staff 
and local authorities are well-prepared.

    To avoid putting students and researchers, 
who may have returned to their home states, 
at disadvantage, Singh said all upcoming ex-
aminations and research proposal calls are 
to be postponed until further notice.
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On National Technology 
Day, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Sunday 
remembered the 1998 
Pokhran nuclear tests and 
said India is emerging as a 
global leader in different as-
pects of technology.

National Technology Day 
commemorates the mo-
mentous events of May 11, 
1998, when India conduct-
ed successful nuclear tests 

under Operation Shakti 
and saw the maiden flight of 
the indigenously-developed 
Hansa-3 aircraft.

In recognition of these 

achievements, then prime 
minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee had declared May 
11 as National Technology 
Day.

“Best wishes on National 
Technology Day! This is a 
day to express pride and 
gratitude to our scientists 
and remember the 1998 
Pokhran tests. They were 
a landmark event in our 
nation’s growth trajectory, 
especially in our quest to-
wards self-reliance,” Modi 
said in a post on X.

“Powered by our people, 
India is emerging as a 
global leader in different 
aspects of technology, be it 
space, AI, digital innova-
tion, green technology and 
more,” he said.

Modi reaffirmed the com-
mitment to empowering 
future generations through 
science and research.

“May technology uplift 
humanity, secure our na-
tion and drive futuristic 
growth,” the prime minis-
ter said.

The Jaisalmer Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Sudhir 
Choudhary on Sunday in-
formed that while the over-
all situation in the district 
is mostly normal, there has 
been the discovery of am-
munition and suspicious 
items in some areas.

The police official said 
that the public is advised to 
inform the police and not 
go closer to such suspicious 
items.

“The situation is more 
or less normal, but we are 
finding some ammunition 
and suspected objects at 
places; I appeal to the peo-
ple not to get closer to them, 
inform the police, not to up-

load pictures of any suspi-
cious object on social media, 
and follow the police direc-
tions,” Choudhary said.

The police have arrested 
four suspects so far, and in-
vestigations are ongoing. SP 
Choudhary also revealed 
that “anyone who is mak-
ing calls across the border” 
is on the radar. “We have 
caught 12 such people...,” he 

added.
Meanwhile, earlier today, 

Barmer streets in Rajast-
han were bustling with life 
as the district administra-
tion lifted restrictions on all 
public activities in the area.

According to the district 
officials, shops and markets 
will open at their regular 
times, and public activities 
will resume normally.

India emerging as global leader in 
different aspects of technology: PM Modi

Ammunition and suspicious items discovered 
at some places: Jaisalmer SP
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reliance in the defence sec-
tor, the Defence Minister 
said, addressing the inau-
gural ceremony at the Uttar 
Pradesh Defence Industrial 
Corridor in his Lok Sabha 
constituency.
“A good thing is that in this 
defence corridor, we are 
seeing very important par-
ticipation of both public and 
private sectors,” he said.

On the private sector, he 
noted that PTC Industries 
Limited is starting Titani-
um and super-alloy mate-
rial plants. “Apart from this, 
the foundation of seven 
additional critical projects 
is also being laid. This will 
certainly accelerate the pace 
of India’s self-reliance in the 
defence sector,” the defence 
minister said.

Major investments have 
been made in aircraft man-
ufacturing, UAVs, drones, 
ammunition, composite 
and critical materials, small 
arms, textiles and para-
chutes, he said.
“When our government 
moved forward with the 
vision of a defence corridor 
in Uttar Pradesh... one of 

our objectives was that we 
should once again develop 
Uttar Pradesh as the pro-
duction centre of the coun-
try.
“The UP Defence corridor 
passes through Lucknow, 
Kanpur, Jhansi, Chitrakoot, 
Agra and Aligarh, and all 
these nodes will emerge as 
new centres of development 
in the coming times,” Singh 
said.

He expressed happiness 
that the project was com-
pleted in just 40 months.
“Looking at the circum-
stances around us today, it 
becomes very important 
that we continue to fulfil 
our goals in such a timely 
manner,” Singh said and 
congratulated the DRDO, 
engineers and people and 
institutes associated with 
this project.

Singh said the inaugura-
tion of the BrahMos facil-
ity assumes importance as 
it took place on National 
Technology Day.

         “On this day in 1998, 
under the leadership of 
respected Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee ji, our scientists 
showed India’s strength to 

the world by conducting 
nuclear tests in Pokhran.

     “That test was the result 
of the tireless efforts of our 
scientists, engineers, de-
fence personnel and many 
other stakeholders. This is 
the day to recognise our sci-
entists and engineers and 
acknowledge their contri-
bution,” he said.

     National Technology Day 
commemorates the momen-
tous events of May 11, 1998, 
when India successfully 
conducted nuclear tests un-
der Operation Shakti, and 
saw the maiden flight of the 
indigenously developed 
Hansa-3 aircraft.

     In recognition of these 
achievements, the then 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee declared May 11 as 
National Technology Day.

     “Today is an important 
day for me personally. Be-
cause I had a dream for my 
city, Lucknow, that my city 
would make a big contri-
bution in strengthening 
India’s Defence sector, that 
dream is now being ful-
filled,” Rajnath Singh, who 
is the Lok Sabha MP from 
Lucknow, said.

military, and sensitive terror 
hubs like Bahawalpur, which 
even the USA had not dared 
to target with drones.

By doing this, India has 
made it clear that neither 
the Line of Control nor Paki-
stan’s internal geography is 
off-limits if terror emanates 
from its soil, proving every 
inch of Pakistan is within 
reach.

Operation Sindoor assert-
ed a doctrinal shift toward 
calibrated deterrence, as 
per sources, drawing a red 
line that terrorism as a state 
policy will trigger targeted, 
visible consequences.

For the first time, India 
undermined the assumption 
that rogue elements within 
Pakistan could orchestrate 
terrorism with impunity, 
targeting both terrorists and 
their backers.

The strikes, executed 
within a 23-minute win-
dow, bypassed or jammed 
Pakistan’s air defence grid, 
exposing its fragility. Indian 
Rafale jets, equipped with 
SCALP missiles and HAM-
MER bombs, conducted the 

mission without losses, dem-
onstrating technological and 
strategic superiority. India’s 
Akashteer Air Defence Sys-
tem neutralized hundreds 
of Pakistani drones and 
missiles, positioning it as 
a global export contender, 
while successfully penetrat-
ing Chinese-made systems 
fielded by Pakistan, proving 
defense is about integration, 
not just acquisition.

According to officials, no 
military or civilian infra-
structure was targeted, only 
terror assets, aligning with 
India’s Zero Tolerance doc-
trine while avoiding broader 
escalation. Several dreaded 
terrorists, including those 
on India’s most wanted list, 
were eliminated, wiping out 
leadership of multiple terror 
modules in a single night.

Unlike earlier conflicts, 
multiple world leaders sup-
ported India’s fight against 
terrorism. The operation de-
hyphenated India-Pakistan 
relations from the Kashmir 
issue, focusing solely on 
terrorism through precise 
strikes on terror infrastruc-
ture, changing the global 
narrative.

the Indian Navy compelled 
Pakistani naval and air units 
to be in a defensive posture, 
mostly inside harbours 
or very close to the coast, 
which we monitored con-
tinuously.

The briefing also con-
firmed that naval movement 
reportedly prompted panic 
in Pakistan, with a ceasefire 
request issued via DGMO 
hotline.

The Indian side reports 
approximately 100 terror-
ists killed and around 40 
Pakistani military person-
nel lost. India has lost five 
soldiers in the ongoing 
combat.

The officials added that 
all Indian pilots involved 
are safe but did not share a 
clear response to the ques-
tion if any Indian Aircraft 
had been lost.

Crucially, the Indian 
Navy, officials said, remains 
deployed at sea in a cred-
ible deterrent posture to 
respond decisively to any 
inimical action by Pakistan

After Pakistani forces 
shelled civilian areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch sectors 
with artillery and mortar 
fire, Indian forces respond-
ed with precise counterfire, 
destroying terror launch 
pads and Pakistani army 
positions used to target civil-
ians. A half-burnt portrait of 

former Pakistani President 
Asif Ali Zardari, recovered 
from debris at Rahimyar 
Khan Air Base, symbolized 
Pakistan’s defeat, the official 

said.
India complemented its 

military actions with severe 
non-military measures. In a 
historic decision, India sus-
pended the Indus Waters 
Treaty, threatening Paki-
stan’s agriculture and indus-
try, which depend on the In-

dus basin for 80 percent of 
its farmland irrigation. With 
limited storage at Tarbela 
and Mangla dams, Pakistan 
faces potential food insecu-

rity, water rationing, and 
industrial disruptions.

India also closed the At-
tari-Wagah border, halting 
all bilateral trade, including 
exports of onions and im-
ports of Pakistani cement 
and textiles, further strain-
ing Pakistan’s economy. All 

visas for Pakistani nationals 
were revoked, and existing 
residents were expelled. 
Additionally, India banned 
Pakistani entertainment 
and cultural content, includ-
ing on streaming platforms 
and performance venues, 
severing cultural ties.

Operation Sindoor, offi-
cials said, has demonstrat-
ed India’s ability to deliver 
devastating military and 
economic blows to a nucle-
ar-armed state while main-
taining strategic restraint. 
The operation signals a 
shift in India’s doctrine, 
emphasizing overwhelm-
ing, multi-domain retalia-
tion against cross-border 
terrorism.

infrastructure in Pakistan.
Following India’s airstrikes, 

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio contacted Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar, informing him 
that Pakistan’s Chief of Army 
Staff General Asim Munir 
had expressed readiness to 
talk. However, India main-
tained that any discussions 
must occur between the Di-
rectors General of Military 
Operations (DGMOs) of 
the two countries and not 
involve any third-party as-
surances, sources claimed.

“India was and is not ready 
to accept any kind of assur-

ance from a third party. We 
maintained that DGMO has 
to come online and speak and 
say this, not the Americans, 
not their NSA, no back chan-
nel,” sources emphasised. It 
was only after this insistence 
that the DGMOs of India and 
Pakistan decided to discuss a 
cessation of hostilities.

The escalation was trig-
gered by Indian airstrikes 
against Pakistani military 
targets on May 9 and 10. 
The strikes were described 
by sources as a “hell fire” 
operation, targeting criti-
cal sites in Rafiqui, Murid, 
Chaklala, Rahim Yar Khan, 
Sukkur, and Chunian, as well 

as radar sites at Pasrur and 
Sialkot. These attacks were 
part of Operation Sindoor, 
India’s decisive response 
to terror activities originat-
ing from Pakistan. India’s 
stance on Kashmir remains 
unchanged. “We have a very 
clear position on Kashmir. 
There is only one matter 
left - the return of Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir (PoK). 
There is nothing else to talk. 
If they talk about handing 
over terrorists, we can talk. 
We don’t have any intention 
of any other topic. We don’t 
want anyone to mediate. We 
don’t need anyone to medi-
ate,” sources reiterated.

Crucially, the Indian Navy, officials said, 
remains deployed at sea in a credible 

deterrent posture to respond decisively 
to any inimical action by Pakistan

Ready for ‘direct talks’ 
with Ukraine: Putin
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Shiv Sena leader Shaina 
NC on Sunday said 
that India has always 

maintained a strong and 
clear position against ter-
rorism.

Shaina said, “India has 
been consistently firm and 
maintained an uncompro-
mising stand when it comes 
to terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations. Yester-
day itself, we specified that 
any future act of terror will 
be viewed as an act of war 
against India.”

She also added that India’s 
actions have been focused 
only on terrorists and terror 
camps, not civilians.

“We only targeted ter-
rorists and terror outfits, 
and that has been the only 
agenda of India. On the oth-
er hand, Pakistan targeted 
civilians, and this breach 

of the ceasefire only shows 
you what they will have to 
bear as the brunt in the days 
to come,” Shaina remarked.

Meanwhile, earlier to-
day, Shiv Sena (UBT) MP 
Priyanka Chaturvedi said 
that India does not need an 
intervention of any coun-

try to find a solution to the 
Kashmir after US President 
Donald Trump offered me-
diation on the issue.

In a post on X, Priyanka 
asserted that India must 
rise up to the challenge 
without any country’s in-
tervention.

“We don’t need a US in-
tervention or of that of any 
other country to find a so-
lution on Kashmir. Destiny 
has given us that responsi-
bility and India must rise up 
to that challenge,” the Shiv 
Sena (UBT) leader said.

This came after Presi-

dent Trump on Sunday 
welcomed the cessation of 
hostilities between India 
and Pakistan saying that 
millions of people could 
have died if the peace had 
not been worked out. The 
US President was making 
a reference to a potential 
nuclear fallout between the 
two nations.

In a post on Truth So-
cial, the US President said, 
“I am very proud of the 
strong and unwaveringly 
powerful leadership of In-
dia and Pakistan for having 
the strength, wisdom, and 
fortitude to fully know and 
understand that it was time 
to stop the current aggres-
sion that could have led to 
the death and destruction 
of so many, and so much. 
Millions of good and in-
nocent people could have 
died! Your legacy is greatly 
enhanced by your brave ac-
tions.”

‘We only targeted terrorists and 
terror outfits’: Shiv Sena's  Shaina NC

Odisha Governor Hari Babu 
Kambhampati has appealed 
to people of the State to stand 
by the armed forces in their 
fight to protect the mother-
land. He was speaking after 
convening a meeting of the 
representatives belonging to 
different faiths to discuss the 
situation after the Operation 
Sindoor launched by the In-
dian armed forces targeting 
terror sites in Pakistan.

“A meeting of the repre-
sentatives belonging to dif-
ferent faiths was convened 
to discuss the situation after 
Operation Sindoor. All the 
representatives unequivocal-
ly supported and expressed 
solidarity with the armed 
forces,” Kambhampati told 
reporters on Saturday.

“I also appeal to all the 
people belonging to Odisha 
to stand by the armed forces 
in their fight to protect the 
motherland. It is our re-

sponsibility in this hour to 
express solidarity with the 
people who are fighting to 
protect the borders. I pay 
homage to those souls who 
departed from us, who lost 
their lives in the terror at-
tack, and I also pay homage 
to the martyrs who lost their 
lives in protecting the moth-
erland,” he added.

India said on Saturday 
that Pakistan has violated 
the understanding reached 
between DGMOs of the two 
countries earlier in the day 
on stoppage of firing and 
military action and that the 
Indian Army is retaliating 

and dealing with the border 
intrusions.

At a special briefing, For-
eign Secretary Vikram 
Misri said this is a breach of 
the understanding arrived at 
earlier today and India takes 
“very serious note of these 
violations”. India called 
upon Pakistan to take appro-
priate steps to address these 
violations and deal with the 
situation with seriousness 
and responsibility.

Misri said India’s Armed 
Forces have been given in-
structions to deal strongly 
with any instances of repeti-
tion of the violations of the 
border along the Interna-
tional Border as well as the 
Line of Control

.”For the last few hours, 
there have been repeated vio-
lations of the understanding 
arrived at earlier this evening 
between the Directors Gen-
eral of Military Operations of 
India and Pakistan. This is a 
breach of the understanding 
arrived at earlier today. 

Odisha governor calls religious 
meeting to discuss situation 
after Operation Sindoor
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She said India’s actions have been focused only on terrorists and terror camps, not civilians.

Uttarakhand govt transfers 25 IAS, 
12 PCS officers

G ove r n o r  o f  A n d h r a 
Pradesh S Abdul Nazeer 
has convened an interfaith 
meeting with different reli-
gious heads and civil society 
leaders at Durbar Hall in Raj 
Bhavan here on Saturday.

Chief Minister N Chandra-
babu Naidu, Deputy CM K. 
Pawan Kalyan, Minister of 
Home V Anitha, and senior 
officers of the government 
have participated in the 
meeting.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Governor Abdul 
Nazeer has said that the 
incident that took place 
on April 22, in Pahalgam 
in Jammu & Kashmir, in 
which 26 innocent tourists 
were killed by the terrorists, 
was a barbaric act of terror 
which was condemned by 
the entire world. He said 
that in response, the Indian 
Armed Forces launched 
‘Operation Sindoor’, a fo-
cused military operation de-
signed to dismantle terrorist 

infrastructure on May 7, by 
conducting precision strikes 
on nine terrorist locations, 
with exemplary courage, 
surgical precision, and stra-
tegic restraint, as stated in 
press release.

Accordinf to the release, 
the Governor said that the 
measured response dem-
onstrated India’s strength 
and responsibility, acting 
decisively while avoiding 
unnecessary escalation and 
public representatives, lead-
ers of all religious commu-
nities, and members of civil 
society, jointly affirm our 
wholehearted support for 

the Indian Armed Forces 
and the Union Government 
in their mission to protect 
our nation from terrorism 
and aggression and the 
people of the State honour 
the courage and sacrifice of 
our brave soldiers and their 
devotion to safeguarding 
our nation.

Earlier, Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu spoke 
on the occasion and said that 
the nation comes first for all 
of us, and we stand united 
in this present situation. He 
said terrorism is a threat to 
world peace, and the terror-
ists aim to create instability 
and economic disorder. He 
further said that the bar-
baric act of killing 26 inno-
cent tourists in Pahalgam on 
April 22 was condemned by 
all people in one voice.

 The Chief Minister wel-
comed the decision of cease-
fire announced between 
both countries and said it 
was a good sign to ensure 
that a peaceful situation 
prevails on the borders.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut 
has demanded an urgent all-party 
meeting on national security, criticis-
ing the government’s inaction against 
terrorism. He expressed concerns 
over terrorists operating along the 
borders, urging decisive steps to se-
cure the country.

Raut’s call highlights growing frus-
tration with the government’s failure 
to take bold measures in protecting 
India’s sovereignty and its citizens, 
especially after the India-Pakistan 
understanding.

Speaking at a press conference in 
Mumbai, Raut demanded an all-
party meeting in the Prime Minister’s 
presence to address national security 
concerns.

During a press conference in Mum-
bai, Raut emphasised the weakness of 

the current government.
“Why did the President stop the war 

on Israel and Gaza?” Raut asked, al-
leging that “President Trump stopped 
the war by putting pressure on India.” 
He claimed that this reflects the Modi 
government’s weakness. “Ours is a 
country in which no third party can 
interfere. This is the weakness of Mo-
di’s government.”

“They have destroyed the Sindoor of 
our 26 mothers and sisters, that is why 

we conducted Operation Sindoor, you 
must have seen, they have insulted 
Sindoor, they have insulted our Hindu 
culture, tell me what revenge did you 
take?” he questioned during the press 
conference.

Raut also claimed that “six terror-
ists are still hiding on the land of this 
country” and that no action had been 
taken. “I said in the all-party meet-
ing that Operation Sindoor will not 
be complete until some terrorists are 
killed in front of India Gate,” he stated. 
“You should call that meeting right 
now, and Modi ji should be present 
there.”

Raising concerns about interna-
tional support, Raut asked, “Which 
country stood with us in the hour of 
crisis?” He added, “Our neighbour-
ing countries did not support India 
in such a time of crisis. Everyone is 
standing with Pakistan and China. 

Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Mohan Yadav said 
on Sunday that significant 
initiatives have been under-
taken in the area of water 
conservation since the for-
mation of his government.

Speaking on the Jal Ganga 
Samvardhan Abhiyan, CM 
Yadav said, “Since our gov-
ernment was formed, we 
have worked extensively on 
water bodies.”

He further stated that the 
efforts made by the state 
have received national-level 
recognition.

“Our Jal Shakti Min-
ister, CR Paatil, tells the 
whole world that Madhya 

Pradesh’s work in the field 
of water conservation and 
drinking water is unique 
and unprecedented,” he 
added.

Meanwhile, on Saturday, 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was signed 
between the governments of 
Madhya Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra for the implementa-
tion of the ‘Tapti Basin Mega 

Recharge Project’
The MoU was signed and 

exchanged in the presence 
of Chief Ministers of both 
the states, MP CM Mohan 
Yadav and Maharashtra CM 
Devendra Fadnavis in the 
state capital Bhopal.

Addressing the occasion, 
CM Yadav said, “Today a 
new chapter will begin with 
the state of Maharashtra. I 
would like to thank him (Ma-
harashtra CM)... The Prime 
Minister has adopted a new 
approach for the schemes 
under which two states have 
been connected through riv-
er projects and it has a role in 
the national interest. Ninety 
percent of the amount for 
this scheme will be paid by 
the government of India. I 

thank PM Modi for this.”
According to an official re-

lease, the Tapti Basin Mega 
Recharge Project will pro-
vide permanent irrigation 
facilities to 1,23,082 hectares 
in Madhya Pradesh and 
2,34,706 hectares in Maha-
rashtra. In Madhya Pradesh, 
the project will benefit four 
tehsils--Burhanpur, Nep-
anagar, Khaknar, and Khal-
wa--across the Burhanpur 
and Khandwa districts.

Initially, a traditional res-
ervoir project of 66 TMC ca-
pacity was proposed, which 
would have affected over 
17,000 hectares of land, in-
cluding forest areas and ti-
ger reserves, and displaced 
around 14,000 people 
across 73 villages.

Three men were arrested in 
Hyderabad for possessing and 
distributing deer meat, which 
was allegedly procured ille-
gally from Maharashtra, po-
lice said on Saturday.

The accused have been 
identified as Hassan Bakran, 
a resident of Towlichowki, Ha-
mid Bin Haqani of Nizamabad 
and Shaik Abdul Rahman Ba-

dahayya Al Amoodi of Meh-
dipatnam.

During the enquiry, police 
came to know that Hassan 
Bakran was in illegal posses-
sion of deer meat. He had pro-
cured the meat from Haqani 
and shared some quantity of 
the meat with his friend Shaik 
Amoodi.

“On further enquiry, Hamid 
Bin Haqani stated that the 
meat was purchased from 
one person by name Rizwan, 

a resident of Maharashtra,” 
police said.

The seized meat was handed 
over to the forest department 

officials by the police. Police 
seized five phones from the ac-
cused and are analysing how 
the accused has been able to 
buy and sell deer meat.

In India, the illegal trading of 
deer meat is strictly regulated 
under the Wild Life (Protec-
tion) Act, 1972, which aims 
to conserve wildlife and pre-

vent illegal exploitation. Deer, 
along with other wildlife spe-
cies, are protected under 
Schedule I of the Act, which 
includes species that are most 
endangered or at risk. The Act 
prohibits the hunting of deer 
or any wild animal, unless au-
thorized by a permit for spe-
cific reasons, such as scientific 
research or management.

The sale, purchase, or pos-
session of deer meat is illegal 
unless it is authorized by the 

Chief Wildlife Warden or an 
authorized officer. Offenders 
involved in the illegal trade or 
possession of deer meat can 
face severe penalties. Under 
Section 51 of the Act, violators 
can be sentenced to imprison-
ment ranging from three to 
seven years and can be fined 
up to Rs 25,000. In cases of 
repeat offenses or violations 
involving endangered species, 
the penalties may be more se-
vere.

Andhra Governor holds interfaith 
meet to condemn Pahalgam attack

Shiv Sena’s Raut calls for all-party meeting, 
criticises inaction on national security

‘We have worked extensively on water 
bodies’: MP CM Mohan Yadav 

Telangana: 3 arrested in Hyderabad for possessing and distributing illegal deer meat

In a major bureaucratic re-
shuffle, the Uttarakhand 
government transferred 25 
Indian Administrative Ser-
vice (IAS) and 12 Provincial 
Civil Service (PCS) officers. 
The decision was taken on 
Saturday by the Uttarakhand 
government.

Meanwhile, the Char Dham 
Yatra began in Uttarakhand, 
and over four lakh devotees 
visited the state during the 
first nine days of the yatra.

Uttarakhand Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami ac-
knowledged and welcomed 
the large number of devotees 
visiting the four Dhams on 
Saturday and reassured the 
public of the safety measures 
ensured by the government.

“Every year, a large num-
ber of devotees visit Devb-
hoomi, Uttarakhand for the 
Char Dham Yatra,” the chief 
minister said, adding, “Our 
government is continuously 
working to make the journey 
smooth, safe and well organ-

ised.”
The Char Dham Yatra 2025 

officially began on April 30 
with the opening of the Gan-
gotri and Yamunotri Dham 
on Akshaya Tritiya amid 
Vedic chants and rituals. The 
doors of Kedarnath Dham 
were opened on May 2, and 
those of Badrinath on May 4.

Earlier on Tuesday, a 24-
hour ban was enforced on the 
usage of horses and mules in 
the Kedarnath Yatra, an offi-
cial said on Monday.The ad-
ministration took the follow-
ing reported deaths of some 
horses and mules here.

Yesterday, eight horses and 

mules died, while today, six 
of them died. We wanted 
to ascertain the reason be-
hind it. Tomorrow, a team 
from the Centre will also 
come to check the reason for 
deaths...” said BVRC Puru-
shottam, Secretary, Animal 
Husbandry (Uttarakhand).

Additionally, CM Dhami, 
on May 3, asserted that the 
safe travel of the devotees at 
the Kedarnath Temple is the 
state government’s top pri-
ority. The government has 
provided quick health facili-
ties to the devotees, specialist 
doctors have been deployed 
along with the expansion of 
health services.

Rudraprayag district is very 
sensitive from the disaster 
point of view, so a separate 
mobile network has been es-
tablished in the district.

The devotees arriving for 
the darshan of Baba Kedar in 
Kedarpuri will now have free 
Wi-Fi. The devotees have ex-
pressed happiness over this 
and expressed gratitude to 
the government and the dis-
trict administration.
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Six lakh women register 
under Gujarat CM's 
NAMO Shri scheme

On the occasion of Interna-
tional Mother’s Day, over 
six lakh women registered 
under the NAMO Shri 
Scheme aiming at women 
empowerment and im-
proving maternal health 
launched by the Gujarat 
Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel, as per a release.

Under the scheme, nearly 
4 lakh women have re-
ceived financial assistance 
of Rs 222 crore.

This scheme was specifi-
cally launched to provide 
financial assistance to preg-
nant women and mothers 
for their health and nutri-
tion. The support provided 
to nearly 4 lakh mothers is 
not only helping them un-
dergo timely health check-
ups but is also ensuring ac-
cess to balanced nutrition 
for them.

International Mother’s 

Day is celebrated every 
year on the second Sunday 
of May to honour the con-
tributions of mothers and 
raise awareness about their 
rights. This year, it falls on 
May 11th. The theme for 
International Mother’s 
Day 2025 is “Mothers: The 
Backbone of the Family,” 
highlighting the fact that 
mothers are the pillars of 
the family, and without 
them, society cannot be 
imagined.

Under the NAMO Shri 
scheme launched by the 
Gujarat Government, eli-
gible women receive finan-
cial assistance of up to Rs 
12,000 for their first two 
live children, distributed 
in phases. This assistance 
is provided in conjunction 
with the benefits received 
under the central govern-
ment’s Pradhan Mantri Ma-
tritva Vandana Yojana (PM-
MVY) and Janani Suraksha 
Yojana (JSY).
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Terror Resolute
n	 Shaina NC: India targets only terrorists, not 

civilians.
	 India’s Stand: Zero tolerance for terrorism; any 

terror act seen as war.
n Pakistan: Accused of targeting civilians, violat-

ing ceasefire.
n Priyanka Chaturvedi: India needs no foreign 

help on Kashmir.
n Trump: Praised India-Pakistan ceasefire, 

warned of potential mass deaths.
n US Claim: Trump said the US helped broker 

peace, offered Kashmir mediation.
n Future Talks: Trump hinted at boosting trade 

and long-term Kashmir resolution.
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Shiv Sena leader Shaina NC.

Odisha Governor Hari Babu 
Kambhampati

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut. Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan 
Yadav.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami.Governor of Andhra Pradesh 

S Abdul Nazeer.

The accused have been identified as Hassan 
Bakran, a resident of Towlichowki, 
Hamid Bin Haqani of Nizamabad 
and Shaik Abdul Rahman Badahayya 
Al Amoodi of Mehdipatnam.



A 36-year-old man was killed 
after his bicycle was alleged-
ly hit by a recklessly driven 
tempo near the Azadpur 
Mandi area in Outer North 
Delhi, police said on Sunday.

The incident took place ear-
ly Saturday morning, when 
the victim was headed to 
work with one of his neigh-
bours, they said.

The victim was identified 
as Dilip Shah (36), a police 
officer said.

“We received a PCR call 
regarding an accident at 
5:30 am (on Saturday). Po-
lice teams were rushed to 
the spot immediately,” the 
officer said. The victim’s 

neighbour told police that 
they had left their houses at 
5 am on bicycles to go to the 
Azadpur Mandi and as they 
went past the Libaspur bus 
stand at around 5:30 am, a 
tempo hit Shah’s bicycle from 

behind. “Dilip fell on the road 
and sustained a serious chest 
injury.

He was rushed to a nearby 
hospital, where doctors de-
clared him brought dead,” 
the neighbour said.

Students from south India 
who left their universi-
ties in Kashmir during the 
India-Pakistan military 
conflict are in limbo about 
returning to complete their 
courses as they take shelter 
at various state bhawans in 
Delhi.

The students were evacu-
ated from the valley after 
tensions between the two 
countries escalated when 
India on May 7 carried out 
Operation Sindoor, strik-

ing nine terror infrastruc-
tures in Pakistan and PoK 
to avenge the April 22 Pa-
halgam attack that left 26 
people dead.

Pakistani troops resorted 
to heavy shelling along the 
Line of Control (LoC) in 
Jammu and Kashmir after 
the strikes.

“Messages used to come 
whenever there were 
blackouts, and we had to 
rush to the ground floor. 
During the blackout, we 
didn’t know what to do,” 
said a student from Andhra 
Pradesh studying at NIT 

Srinagar.
The student alleged that 

the university administra-
tion didn’t help them. “We 
arranged our travel on our 
own, and now we’re being 
looked after at our state 
bhawan in Delhi.” As they 
take shelter in the national 
capital, the students are un-
certain about their return to 
the valley to complete their 
studies.

“We all had to fight with 
our parents to study in 
Kashmir, now we have to 
convince them again to 
return and finish our stud-

ies,” said Anandi, a student 
from Tamil Nadu, reflect-
ing the dilemma faced by 
several southern students 
evacuated from Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Anandi, who is pursuing 

MSc from Sher-e-Kashmir 
Agriculture University, re-
called the fear that crept in 
slowly.

“We were asked to stay 
on campus after the Pa-
halgam attack. Then we 

started hearing sirens, mis-
sile sounds, drone sounds. 
We weren’t sure what it 
was.” “We had mock drills 
while observing complete 
blackouts. The university 
did nothing. We had to 
pressure them through the 
Tamil Nadu government,” 
she said.

“We had to convince our 
parents to take admission 
in Kashmir and now again, 
we have to convince our 
parents to send us back,” 
she added.

Maheshwari, another stu-
dent from Tamil Nadu, said 

their campus was largely 
safe, but overflights of 
drones and missiles made 
the situation alarming.

Ganesh from Bengaluru 
said, “We left campus on 
Saturday afternoon. We 
weren’t feeling safe until 
we crossed Jammu. After 
reaching Delhi, we finally 
felt secure.” 

“Our parents told us to 
leave even if there was a 
one percent risk, especially 
since air and road routes 
were blocked. We may re-
turn only after things settle 
down in a few months,” she 

said.
Another student noted 

that while universities ar-
ranged buses up to Jammu, 
the government took care of 
the rest of their journey.

India and Pakistan on 
Saturday reached an un-
derstanding to stop all fir-
ings and military actions 
on land, air and sea, with 
immediate effect after 
four days of intense cross-
border drone and missile 
strikes. 

However, hours later New 
Delhi accused Islamabad of 
breaching it.

Man killed after ‘recklessly’ 
driven tempo hits bicycle

Southern students from Kashmir sheltered at Delhi bhawans left in limbo about return
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Police nabs 
two criminals 
after shootout 

Delhi Police arrested two per-
sons after an intense shoot-
out on Rao Tula Ram Marg 
(RTR Marg) in RK Puram 
in the national capital. The 
accused are history-sheeters 
with a combined record of 
over 50 criminal cases, in-
cluding murder, armed rob-
bery, snatching, and multiple 
shootouts with police across 
Delhi, said the police. 
The accused have been identi-
fied as Suresh alias Subhash 
(33) and Manish alias Mogli 
(33). According to the police, 
on the intervening night of 
May 8-9, at around 1:10 AM, 
a police patrolling team spot-
ted two  individuals near  
RTR Marg.
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A serene morning view of the India Gate, in New Delhi on Sunday. ANI

Delhi airport operating normally amid 100 flight 
cancellations, issues advisory for passengers

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Sunday lauded the 
contribution of mothers and 
doctors on the occasion of 
Mothers’ Day calling them 
the two pillars of life.

Addressing 400 women at 
an event, the chief minister 
said, “One battle is fought 
at the border, carried on 
our soldiers’ shoulders. But 
the other lies within society, 
against bad habits, unhealthy 
practices and negative think-
ing. That too, we must fight.”

She underlined the need 
to view each citizen as a na-
tional asset. 

“If every one of our 140 
crore people works with 
dedication, some for their 
families, and some for the 
country, India will certainly 
move forward,” she said.

Gupta also spoke about the 
growing concern of obesity, 
especially among women, 
and emphasised the impor-
tance of prioritising one’s 
health and diet.

“Obesity must end. Wom-
en often focus on caring for 
everyone else, but during 
COVID-19, I realised that we 
must take care of ourselves 
first,” she said.“After God, 

if there’s anyone we place 
our trust in, it’s our mothers 
and our doctors -- one gives 
us life, and the other saves 
it,” Gupta said. Encourag-
ing women to take charge of 
their well-being, she praised 
the government’s efforts 
to make fitness accessible, 
highlighting the installation 
of open gyms in parks across 
the city.

“If there’s a need, we will 
set up more such gyms. Our 
vision is a healthy India, and 
the foundation starts with 
healthy families,” she said.

Meanwhile, CM Gupta at-
tended the 36th Rath Yatra at 
Shree Mahaveer Digambar 
Jain Mandir in Pitampura 
on Sunday.

Earlier, the CM met the 
Health Minister Pankaj Ku-
mar Singh and other health 
superintendents at the sec-
retariat to review prepared-
ness for any “emergency”. 
The meeting was held on 
Friday. Speaking to the me-
dia after the meeting, CM 
Gupta emphasised that the 
Government hospitals in the 
national capital are prepared.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi recently paid tributes 
to former Palam 360 Khap 
chief Chaudhary Ramkaran 
Solanki on his fourth death 
anniversary and lauded 
the “Cancer Free Delhi 
Rural” campaign that was 
launched in his memory.
The campaign that is be-
ing spearheaded by his son 
and the current head of the 
khap, Chaudhary Surendra 
Solanki, in collaboration 
with the Amerix Cancer 
Hospital aims to raise can-
cer awareness and provide 
free screenings across Del-
hi’s rural regions.

“I pay my tribute to re-
spected Chaudhary Ram-

karan Solanki ji on his 
fourth death anniversary. 
On this occasion, I was 
happy to know about the 
Cancer Free Delhi Rural 
programme organised by 
Chaudhary Surendra So-
lanki ji in his memory in 
Dwarka, Delhi. The work 
done by Chaudhary Ram-
karan Solanki ji for the so-
ciety and this effort to carry 

forward his ideals and val-
ues is commendable,” a let-
ter written by Modi on May 
9 read.

The prime minister ac-
knowledged Solanki’s 
unwavering commitment 
to the welfare of farmers, 
labourers and margin-
alised communities, and 
highlighted the campaign’s 
alignment with national 
health initiatives like Ay-
ushman Bharat and Ayush-
man Arogya Mandirs, em-
phasising the importance of 
accessible cancer detection 
and treatment facilities in 
rural areas.

“His work related to rural 
issues and social service will 
always be remembered,” 
Modi’s letter read.

CM lauds contribution of 
nurses on Mothers’ Day

PM lauds cancer-awareness 
initiative in rural Delhi
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Electricity bills of power consumers 
to be hiked by 7-10% in May-June period

The electricity bills of 
power consumers in 
Delhi will be hiked 

by 7-10 per cent in the May-
June period due to revision 
of PPAC charged by the dis-
coms, officials said on Sun-
day. The power purchase 
adjustment cost (PPAC) re-
fers to rise in fuel (coal, gas) 
costs incurred by the gen-
eration companies which is 
recovered by discoms from 
the consumers.

It is calculated as percent-
age of fixed charge and 
energy charge (units con-
sumed) components of the 
electricity bill.

The Delhi Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
(DERC) in its separate or-
ders earlier this month al-
lowed the three discoms to 
recover the PPAC of third 
quarter of 2024-25 in the 
May-June 2024 period.

The PPAC allowed are 
7.25 per cent for BRPL, 8.11 
per cent for BYPL and 10.47 

percent for TPDDL.
No reaction was available 

from the discoms on the in-
crease in PPAC allowed by 
the DERC.

The United Residents of 
Delhi (URD), an umbrella 
body of residents welfare 
associations in the city, 
slammed the move as “ar-

bitrary”.
“The process under which 

PPAC charges have been 
imposed on the people of 
Delhi by DERC is legally 
wrong,” said a statement 
from URD general secre-
tary Saurabh Gandhi.

No reaction was imme-
diately available from the 

DERC over the allegation.
“For the last several years, 

the Commission has been 
benefiting the power com-
panies from other items. 
Now we had great hope 
from the Commission that 
has been formed that it will 
complete the work of tariff 
determination by follow-
ing the prescribed proce-
dure, but this Commission 
conducted a virtual public 
hearing where not enough 
time was given to the stake-
holders to state their case,” 
Gandhi claimed.

It is also a fact that the 
PPAC claimed by various 
discoms and the PPAC 
awarded by DERC is dif-
ferent. For BRPL it is 7.25 
per cent, for BYPL it is 8.11 
per cent and for TPDDL it is 
10.47 percent, he said.

“Since the cost of fuel 
surcharge under u/s 64(4) 
is almost the same for all 
discoms, the percentage 
differential tariff should 
have been the same,” Gan-
dhi added.

Discom sources defended 
the PPAC and said that it 
was in line with the DERC’s 
regulations orders issued in 
different time periods for 
different discoms.

“The PPAC is recovered to 
ensure timely pass through 
of power purchase cost, 
which is dependent upon 
the coal and gas prices, to 
the consumer. It is a statu-
tory mandate and the pro-
cess is very transparent and 
validated by the regulator,” 
they said.

Without PPAC, discoms 
will have liquidity stress 
and they will have no mon-
ey to pay the power genera-
tion companies, sources 
added.

It is also a fact that the 
PPAC claimed by various 
discoms and the PPAC 
awarded by DERC is differ-
ent. For BRPL it is 7.25 per 
cent, for BYPL it is 8.11 per 
cent and for TPDDL it is 
10.47 percent, he said.

"Since the cost of fuel sur-
charge under u/s 64(4) is 

The residents of Delhi criticised the hike, calling it 'arbitrary' and 
legally flawed, claiming inadequate stakeholder consultation. 
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Around 100 flights to and 
from the Delhi airport were 
cancelled on Sunday, ac-
cording to a source.

Security measures were 
enhanced, and at least 32 
airports in the northern and 
western parts of the country 
were temporarily shut in 
view of the conflict between 
India and Pakistan.

On Saturday, India and 
Pakistan reached an un-
derstanding to stop all fir-
ings and military actions 
on land, air, and sea with 
immediate effect. As many 
as 52 domestic departures 
and 44 arrivals, and one in-
ternational departure were 

cancelled. These cancella-
tions happened between 
5.00 am and 4.30 pm, the 
source said.

“Delhi Airport is operat-
ing normally. However, 
due to changes in airspace 
dynamics and increased 
security measures, some 
flight schedules and secu-
rity checkpoint process-
ing times may be affected,” 
DIAL said in a post on X.

Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL) operates 
the national capital’s Indira 
Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA), which is the 
busiest airport in the coun-
try. Meanwhile, amid esca-
lating tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan, the Delhi 
Airport issued an advisory 

for passengers to follow 
updates from airlines and 
other guidelines.

Other guidelines for pas-
sengers included adhering 
to baggage-handling and 
check-in luggage regula-
tions, allowing extra time 
for security checks and co-
operating with airlines and 
security personnel for the 
smooth facilitation.

The airport authorities 
also encouraged passen-
gers to refer to only official 
channels for accurate up-
dates. Passengers were also 
thanked for their patience 
and cooperation.

Earlier, the Airports Au-
thority of India (AAI) and 
relevant aviation authori-
ties issued a series of No-

tices to Airmen (NOTAMs) 
announcing the temporary 
closure of 32 airports across 
Northern and Western In-
dia for all civil flight opera-
tions.

The NOTAM is effective 
from May 9, 2025, to May 14, 
2025 (which corresponds to 
0529 IST on 15th May 2025), 
due to operational reasons.

The list of 32 airports 
include Adhampur, Am-
bala, Amritsar, Awantipur, 
Bathinda, Bhuj, Bikaner, 
Chandigarh, Halwara, 
Hindon, Jaisalmer, Jammu, 
Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kandla, 
Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod, 
Kishangarh, Kullu Manali 
(Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana, 
Mundra, Naliya, Pathankot, 
Patiala, Porbandar, Rajkot 

(Hirasar), Sarsawa, Shimla, 
Srinagar, Thoise and Ut-
tarlai.

Amid escalating tensions 
with Pakistan, drones were 
spotted at 26 locations rang-
ing from Baramulla in the 
north to Bhuj in the west, 
along both the Interna-
tional Border and the Line 
of Control (LoC), as per de-
fence sources. The drones 
are suspected to be armed 
and pose potential threats 
to both civilian and military 
targets. The locations where 
drones were spotted include 
Baramulla, Srinagar, Avan-
tipora, Nagrota, Jammu, 
Ferozpur, Pathankot, Fazil-
ka, Lalgarh Jatta, Jaisalmer, 
Barmer, Bhuj, Kuarbet, and 
Lakhi Nala.
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Gupta also spoke about the growing 
concern of obesity, especially among 
women, and emphasised the importance 
of prioritising one’s health and diet.

“The process under which PPAC 
charges have been imposed on the 
people of Delhi by DERC is legally 
wrong,” said a statement from URD 
general secretary Saurabh Gandhi.

A 46-year-old man was 
allegedly crushed to death 
between two trucks at a 
parking lot in Outer North 
Delhi’s SGT Nagar area, po-
lice said on Sunday.

The victim, Deepak, 
worked as a conductor and 
was fatally injured when 

a container truck, while 
reversing, pinned him be-
tween itself and a station-
ary truck, they said.

The incident occurred 
around 2:30 pm on Sat-
urday, when Deepak was 
opening the door of the 
stationary truck that be-
longed to his employer, 
Firoz Khan, police said.

AGENCIES
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Man crushed to death between 
2 trucks in SGT Nagar

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta performs a ritual during 
the 36th Rathyatra Festival of Shri Digambar Jain Temple, at 
Pitampura in New Delhi. ANI



Odisha Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi appealed 
to youths on Sunday to join 
civil defence organisations 
as volunteers to serve the 
country.

The youths represent hope, 
strength, and trust of the na-
tion, he said, and urged them 
to come forward to join the 
civil defence organisations 
with the spirit of national-
ism.

In a video message, Majhi 
said, “The security of the 
lives and property of the 
common people of the coun-
try is the responsibility of all 
of us. Security and service 
are our top responsibilities.

Therefore, I appeal to all 
people, especially youths, 

to join civil defence organ-
isations as volunteers.

The interested youths can 
apply to the district collec-
tors to join the civil defence 
organisations, he said, add-
ing that the collectors are the 
controllers of civil defence at 
the district level.

At present, civil defence 
units are functioning at 12 
places in the state.

“I have instructed officials 
to establish new such units 
as per requirement,” the 
chief minister said.

Majhi also expressed hopes 
that many young people will 
come forward to join the civil 
defence organisations with a 
spirit of service and nation-
alism.

In a related development, 
the chief minister has con-
gratulated Defence Min-

ister Rajnath Singh on the 
inauguration of the Brah-
Mos missile manufacturing 
facility in Lucknow.

“This milestone will give 
a major boost to Bharat’s 
defence capabilities and 
strengthen our journey 
towards self-reliance in de-
fence production. Hon’ble 
PM Shri @narendramodi ji’s 

visionary leadership contin-
ues to propel India towards 
#AtmanirbharBharat in de-
fence and beyond,” Mjahi 
wrote on X.

Deputy Chief Minister Pra-
vati Parida too congratulated 

the Defence Minister for the 
inauguration of the BrahMos 
Missile manufacturing facil-
ity in Lucknow, terming it a 
significant step towards At-
manirbhar Bharat in defence.

“Congratulations to @
DefenceMinIndia on the in-
auguration of the #BrahM-
osMissile manufacturing 
facility in Lucknow, mark-
ing a significant step towards 
#atmanirbharbharat in De-
fence,” she posted on X.

“PM Shri @narendramodi 
Ji’s vision and Union Defence 
Minister Shri @rajnathsingh 
Ji’s efforts are driving India 
towards self-sufficiency in 
Defence Production,” she 
wrote. The deputy CM also 
said that ‘Operation Sindoor’ 
is a symbol of India’s politi-
cal, social and military will-
power.

The BJP on Sunday as-
serted that India had 
rewritten the rules of 

its engagement with Paki-
stan under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, as the ruling 
party hit out at the Congress 
and alleged the Indira Gan-
dhi-led government released 
more than 90,000 prisoners 
of war without securing any 
strategic advantage after the 
1971 war. The remarks came 
after India and Pakistan on 
Saturday reached an agree-
ment to stop all firings and 
military actions on land, air 
and sea after four days of 
intense cross-border drone 
and missile strikes.

The Congress on Sunday 
demanded answers from 
the government on if it had 
accepted third-party media-
tion on Kashmir after the 
US made announcements 
on behalf of India and Paki-

stan, pressing for conven-
ing an immediate session 
of Parliament to discuss 
the Pahalgam terror attack, 
Operation Sindoor and the 
latest developments on the 
cross-border firing.

Asserting that it was time 
to remember Indira Gandhi’s 
leadership, the Congress also 
cited her actions in 1971 that 
led to the formation of Ban-
gladesh when she remained 

undeterred by the US action 
of sending a nuclear-pow-
ered naval task force in the 
Bay of Bengal. In a post on 
X, BJP national spokesper-
son Pradeep Bhandari said 
Pakistan “pleaded for an un-
derstanding” after suffering 
“catastrophic losses”.

“In just 72 hours, under 
the decisive leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, India has rewritten 

the rules of engagement 
with Pakistan,” he added. 
Bhandari said India called 
out Pakistan’s “nuclear bluff” 
with strategic resolve, struck 
deep inside Pakistani mili-
tary zones from Lahore to 
Rawalpindi, and destroyed 
the terror headquarters of 
Jaish-e-Mohammed and 
Lashkar-e-Taiba in Muridke 
and Bahawalpur.

“Sent a clear message: no 
inch of Pakistani territory is 
beyond India’s reach, crip-

pled Pakistan economically 
by pausing the Indus Waters 
Treaty,” he said.

India isolated Pakistan 
diplomatically, exposing its 
terror ecosystem globally, 
he added. “In an era where 
conventional wars — from 
Russia-Ukraine to US-Tali-
ban — have failed to achieve 
strategic ends, India under 
Prime Minister Modi has 
adopted ‘Chanakya Neeti’ — 
smart, swift, and sovereign,” 
the BJP spokesperson said.

BJP hails PM, questions Cong for signing Simla 
treaty without securing ‘strategic advantage’
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

Govt orders property damage 
assessment in shelling-hit Poonch

Pakistani President Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and Indian Prime 
Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi signing the Simla Agreement. 
� Source: X

A property damaged after heavy firing and shelling by 
Pakistan military across the Line of Control, in Rajouri 
district on Wednesday. Ani

Odisha CM appeals to youths to join civil 
defence units as volunteers

New 91-foot Shivaji statue unveiled 
in Rajkot Fort after collapse

476 people from AP, 
Telangana evacuated 
from border areas

Authorities in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Sunday called 
for a detailed assessment 
of the property damaged 
in Poonch, the border dis-
trict worst hit by the Paki-
stani shelling between May 
7 and 10, an official said. 
Twenty persons, includ-
ing some security person-
nel, lost their lives and over 
50 others were injured in 
cross-border shelling in the 
district with a large number 
of houses, religious places 
and commercial buildings 
damaged along with doz-
ens of private vehicles.

Deputy Commissioner 
Poonch, Vikas Kundal, 
on Sunday visited several 
areas of the town affected 
by the recent cross-border 
shelling and directed the 
authorities concerned to 
conduct a detailed assess-
ment of property damage 
and submit comprehensive 
reports promptly.

During the visit, Kundal 

inspected Qazi Mohra, 
Dungus, Sarain, district 
police lines, district court 
complex, Jamia Zia Ul 
Uloom, Geeta Bhawan, 
Kamsar, radio station, Gu-
rudwara Singh Sabha and 
Kama Khan -- all of which 
suffered damage due to the 
shelling, an official spokes-
man said.

He said the deputy com-
missioner interacted with 
local residents and took 
stock of the ground situa-
tion, assuring the affected 
residents and institutions 
of all necessary support.

Officials were also in-
structed to ensure timely 
relief and rehabilitation 
in coordination with local 
agencies, the spokesman 
said, adding that Kundal 
is expected to visit the re-
maining areas affected by 
the shelling shortly to as-
sess the situation firsthand.

Meanwhile, National 
Conference leader and MP 
Mian Altaf along with inde-
pendent MLA Choudhary 
Mohd Akram visited the 
Poonch town to assess the 
damage to public and pri-
vate properties.
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Nearly nine months after the 
statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj collapsed at the Ra-
jkot Fort in Maharashtra’s 
coastal Sindhudurg district, 
a new 91 feet tall statue of the 
warrior king was unveiled 
at the same site on Sunday.

The previous 35-foot stat-
ue had collapsed in August 
last year, less than eight 
months after its installation, 
leading to a widespread 
outrage against the govern-
ment. That statue had been 
unveiled by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Decem-
ber 4 in 2023 during the 

Navy Day celebrations. The 
collapse led to the arrest of 
its sculptor-contractor 
Jaydeep Apte.

Speaking at the unveiling 
of the new grander statue 
at the fort in Malvan, Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis said ad-
equate care has been taken 
so that the new statue lasts 
at least 100 years in any 
environment. The mainte-
nance of the statue has been 
given to those who built it.

“The statue is 91 feet tall 
and has a 10 feet pedestal,” 
he said.

The contract to build 
the statue was given to re-
nowned sculptor Ram Sutar 

and Anil Sutar’s firm Ram 
Sutar Art Creations Pvt 
Ltd that built the ‘Statue of 
Unity’ in Gujarat.

Fadnavis said it can with-
stand storms higher in in-
tensity than what was wit-
nessed in the past.

This is perhaps the biggest 
statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji 
in the country, he said.

“After the unfortunate in-
cident (of the statue collase), 
we had decided that under 
any circumstances, we will 
build another grand statue 
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj,” Fadnavis said.

He said the land adjoining 
the fort will be acquired for 
better amenities.

He said the statue has been 
built by noted sculptor Ram 
Sutar, who also built the 
Statue of Unity in Gujarat, 
along with IIT engineers 
and the head of the J J School 
of Arts.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde said after the 
statue collapsed in August 
2024, the state government 
had resolved to build a simi-
lar statue and instructions 
were given accordingly.

The new statue depicts 
Shivaji Maharaj wielding a 
sword that is 29 feet long.

Shinde said it was PM 
Modi who had unveiled the 
statue in December 2023.

“Today, he (PM) is not here 
but he is standing firmly be-
hind the soldiers protecting 
the nation. He is also doing 
some kind of Shiv karya,” 
Shinde said.

As many as 476 students and residents from Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana have been evacuated from Jammu 
and Kashmir and other states sharing a border with Paki-
stan, the state governments said on Sunday. According to a 
statement, 350 students from Andhra Pradesh have reached 
the national capital, including 100 who arrived today from 
J&K and adjoining states.

“90 students have already departed for their respective 
hometowns across Andhra Pradesh while 260 remain un-
der our care,” a statement from Andhra Pradesh Bhavan 
stated.

An official added that the AP Bhavan has set up a 24x7 
control room in Delhi to assist people from the state who 
are in border areas.

Separately, the Telangana government said 126 people have 
reached Telangana Bhawan so far, with 91 arriving since 
last midnight.

The evacuees include 50 students from NIT Srinagar, fac-
ulty and students from Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agri-
cultural Sciences, employees working in J&K and students 
from Lovely Professional University in Punjab, it said.

“57 persons have already left for their hometowns after 
receiving assistance, while the remaining are being accom-
modated at Telangana Bhawan,” the official stated.

Both state bhavans are providing free food, lodging, med-
ical aid and transportation facilities to the evacuees from 
bordering states of Pakistan, while coordinating with dis-
trict administrations and central authorities, the statements 
added.
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BJP claims India under Modi has rewritten engagement rules with Pakistan, asserting dominance.

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Sunday 
arrested a key Khalistani 
operative, associated with 
foreign-based Babbar 
Khalsa terrorist Harwinder 
Singh Sandhu alias Rinda, 
and one of the hardened 
criminals who had escaped 
during Punjab’s Nabha jail 
break in 2016, an official 
statement said.

The breakthrough came 
when the NIA nabbed 
Kashmir Singh Galwaddi 
of Punjab’s Ludhiana from 
Motihari, Bihar in coordina-
tion with local police in con-
nection with a Khalistani 
terror conspiracy case, the 
statement said.

Since breaking out of 
Nabha jail, Kashmir Singh 
had been actively associated 
with designated Khalistani 
terrorists, including Rinda, 
it said.

An important node of the 
Babbar Khalsa Internation-
al (BKI) and Rinda’s terror 
gang in Nepal, Kashmir 
was a proclaimed offender 
in the NIA case for his role 
relating to involvement in 
conspiracy, providing shel-
ter, logistics support and 
terror funds to aides of the 
Khalistani terrorists, said 
the statement issued by the 

probe agency.
These aides had escaped 

to Nepal after carrying out 
various terror activities in 
India, including the RPG 
(rocket-propelled grenade) 
attack at the Punjab Police 
Intelligence Headquarters, 
the NIA said.

The NIA had registered 
the terror conspiracy case 
suo moto in August 2022 to 
probe the terrorist activities 
of chiefs/members of pro-
scribed terrorist organisa-
tions such as BKI, Khalistan 
Liberation Force (KLF) and 
International Sikh Youth 
Federation (ISYF), among 
others, it said.

The investigations had 
exposed a terror-criminal 
nexus, suggesting that these 
terror groups along with 
organised criminal gangs 
were engaged in smug-
gling terrorist hardware 
such as arms, ammunition 
explosive, IEDs etc. from 
across the border to carry 
out terror activities in vari-

ous parts of the country, the 
NIA said.

NIA Special Court in Delhi 
had declared Kashmir Singh 
a proclaimed offender in the 
2022 terror conspiracy case 
and had also issued non-
bailable arrest warrants 
against him over the past 
couple of years, it said.

A cash reward of Rs 10 
lakh was also announced 
by the NIA for information 
leading to his arrest.

The NIA had in July 2023 
chargesheeted nine accused, 
including Sandhu and an-
other Khalistani terrorist 
Lakhbir Singh alias Landa, 
in the terror case followed 
by two supplementary 
chargesheets against six 
others.

In August 2024, the anti-
terror agency had success-
fully secured the extradition 
of Landa’s brother Tarsem 
Singh from UAE and filed 
a third supplementary 
chargesheet against him in 
December.

The final location survey for 
a new line in Sikkim, from 
Melli to Dentam via Joreth-
ang and Legship, has been 
approved by the Railway 
Ministry, an official state-
ment said.

The survey, to be executed 
by Northeast Frontier Rail-
way, has been approved at a 
cost of Rs 2.25 crore, it said.

This move marks a major 
step forward in expand-
ing rail connectivity to the 
southern and western re-
gions of Sikkim, it added.

The proposed route aims 
to bridge a vital infrastruc-
ture gap, linking remote 
towns like Dentam, located 
near the India-Nepal bor-
der at Chiwabhanjyang, 
with the national railway 
network.

The new line, estimated to 
have an approximate length 
of 75 km during the initial 

feasibility survey, is envi-
sioned as a strategic exten-
sion of the under-construc-
tion Sivok-Rangpo railway 
line, which is expected to be 
operational by 2027.

Melli, a key entry point to 
southern and western Sik-
kim, is likely to serve as a 
junction for the proposed 
extension, thereby ensur-
ing seamless integration of 
the region into the national 
transportation system.

The final location survey 
will provide detailed tech-
nical and feasibility insights 
necessary to guide the final 

alignment, engineering de-
sign and cost estimation for 
the project.

This new connectivity 
project is expected to act as 
a catalyst for economic 
growth in the region, es-
pecially in Gyalshing and 
surrounding areas, by en-
hancing access, promoting 
tourism, boosting trade and 
creating employment op-
portunities, the statement 
issued on Saturday said.

The work tenders related 
to the execution of the sur-
vey are expected to be float-
ed shortly, it said.
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NIA arrests key Khalistani 
terrorist from Bihar

Sikkim to get new railway 
line, Centre nod to site survey

BJP Criticizes Cong
n	 India and Pakistan agreed to halt military actions 

after intense cross-border clashes.
n	 BJP highlights India’s successful strikes on 

Pakistani military zones, crippling its economy.
n	 Congress seeks answers on third-party media-

tion and calls for a Parliament session on recent 
events.

n	 BJP praises Operation Sindoor for destroying 
terror camps and weakening Pakistan’s terror 
infrastructure.

  Training 
will be provided to 
the volunteers, and if 
needed, they will be 
mobilised to serve 
the public with the 
spirit of nationalism.

— Odisha Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi

A newly unveiled statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj at Rajkot 
Fort, in Sindhudurg district, Maharashtra.
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The Southwest Monsoon 
is likely to set over Kerala 
ahead of its normal onset 
date in 2025.

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said in 
an update this week that 
this year, the southwest 
monsoon is likely to set 
over Kerala on May 27, with 
a model error of 4 days on 
both sides.

The normal onset date for 
the southwest monsoon is 
June 1.

Monsoons are a key in-
dicator that helps analysts 
gauge the economic out-
look of the country’s manu-
facturing and agricultural 
sectors.

During the past five years, 
the monsoon has onset ear-
ly on two occasions--2022 
and 2024. In 2022 and 
2024, the monsoon onset 
was May 29 and May 30, 
as per IMD data.

In 2024, the southwest 
monsoon rains in India hit 
a four-year high, experi-
encing about 108 per cent 
of the long-period average 
at 934.8 mm, data made 
available by the state-run 
weather bureau showed. 
The long-period average in 
India is 868.6 mm.

In its pre-monsoon fore-
cast in 2024, IMD pre-
dicted rainfall across the 
country to be above nor-
mal, at 106 per cent of the 
long-period average.

In 2025, IMD said the 

southwest monsoon sea-
sonal (June to September) 
rainfall over the country 
as a whole during 2025 
is most likely to be above 
normal (greater than 104 
per cent of the Long Period 
Average).

The advance of the south-
west monsoon over the In-
dian mainland is marked 
by monsoon onset over 
Kerala. It is an important 
indicator characterising 
the transition from the hot 
and dry season to the rainy 
season.

Kerala monsoon ahead of 
time, positive for economy

EaseMyTrip flags Chinese data threat

Nishant Pitti, Found-
er and Chairman of 
EaseMyTrip, cau-

tioned travelers about the 
potential national security 
risks posed by certain travel 
platforms, highlighting that 
companies with significant 
Chinese ownership may be 
accessing Indian passport 
data.

Pitti, in a post on social 
media platform X, cau-
tioned that popular travel 
apps with Chinese owner-
ship may be accessing In-
dian passport data, adding 
that it is a matter of national 
security.

In the X post, Nishant Pit-
ti, Founder and Chairman 
of EaseMyTrip said, “Before 
booking your travel, ask - is 
the platform truly aligned 
with Bharat, or majority-

owned by foreign regimes 
hostile to us? @PMOIndia 
@MEAIndia @HMOIndia 
@GoI_MeitY Some popular 
travel apps, with significant 
Chinese ownership, may be 
accessing Indian passport 
data. This isn’t just about 
business - it’s a national se-
curity issue.

He supported an X post of 
Rikant Pitti, CEO and Co-
Founder of EaseMyTrip 

and said he supports Rikant 
and the company’s stand on 
the possibility of misuse of 
the data.

Earlier, Rikant Pitti in the 
post highlighted EaseMy-
Trip was the only online 
travel agency to boycott the 
Maldives, keeping book-
ings closed for over a year, 
not for attention, but out of 
respect for the nation until 
relations between the two 

countries began to nor-
malise.

“After the Pahalgam terror 
attack, while many stayed 
silent, we were once again 
the first to issue a travel ad-
visory against Turkey and 
Azerbaijan for their open 
support to Pakistan, urging 
Indian travellers to avoid 
non-essential visits,” Rikant 
Pitti, CEO and Co-Founder 
of EaseMyTrip added.

He further added that as a 
proud Indian company, the 
safety and sentiments of In-
dian travellers have always 
guided our actions.

“We are heartened to see 
that many other travel plat-
forms and companies are 
now taking similar stands. 
It’s a positive sign of collec-
tive responsibility in mo-
ments that matter most. 
For us, it’s not a slogan. It’s 
our principle. Nation First. 
Business Later. Once again, 
thank you for supporting 
responsible travel decisions 
that put India first,” Rikant 
Pitti added.

In the wake of the ten-
sion between India and 
Pakistan, the travel book-
ing company has advised 
Indian travelers to exercise 
utmost caution while travel-
ling to Turkey and Azerbai-
jan, as both countries have 
supported Pakistan.

CEO Rikant Pitti in the post highlighted EaseMyTrip was the 
only online travel agency to boycott the Maldives. TdG NETWORK
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‘More than 50% financial planners 
cautious on depending on AI use’

Market regulator Securities 
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI) and the Investor 
Education and Protection 
Fund Authority (IEPFA), 
under the Ministry of Cor-
porate Affairs, convene a 
strategic preparatory meet-
ing in Mumbai for Niveshak 
Shivir initiative.

Niveshak Shivir - a na-
tionwide investor assis-
tance initiative aimed at en-
abling investors to reclaim 
unclaimed dividends and 
shares with greater ease, 
improving financial literacy 
and reducing reliance on in-
termediaries.

The initiative will feature 
dedicated helpdesks, al-
lowing investors to interact 
directly with company rep-
resentatives and Registrars 
and Transfer Agents (RTAs) 

for end-to-end assistance.
The “Niveshak Shivir” ini-

tiative will commence later 
this month in Mumbai and 
Ahmedabad, with plans to 
expand to other cities with 
high volumes of unclaimed 
investor assets.

The meeting was attended 
by Anita Shah Akella, CEO 
of IEPFA and Joint Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Cor-
porate Affairs, along with 
IEPFA officials; Ananth 
Narayan G., Whole-Time 
Member, SEBI; Shashi Ku-
mar Valsakumar and Jeevan 

Sonparote, Executive Direc-
tors, SEBI; and other SEBI 
officials.

Representatives from 
key financial market infra-
structure institutions were 
also present, including the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE), Bombay Stock Ex-
change (BSE), National 
Securities Depository Lim-
ited (NSDL), Central De-
pository Services Limited 
(CDSL), and Registrars and 
Transfer Agents (RTAs)  
such as Link Intime and 
KFin Technologies.

Indian stock markets, in the upcoming 
week starting from Monday, will be Geo-
political developments, particularly the 
ongoing tensions with Pakistan, macro-
economic data and the corporate earnings 
of the companies.

The market experts say that the week 
of May 13 to 16, 2025, brings a slate of 
crucial economic data releases across In-
dia, the United States, and China, which 
will guide investor sentiment and central 
bank expectations.

“The upcoming week will be pivotal, 
marked by several key domestic triggers. 
Geopolitical developments, particularly 
the ongoing tensions with Pakistan, will 
continue to remain in focus,” said Ajit 
Mishra - SVP, Research, Religare Broking 
Ltd.

As per Mishra, on the macroeconomic 
front, investors will closely monitor the 
release of key data points including the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), Wholesale 
Price Index (WPI), and trade figures for 
exports and imports.

Additionally, he added that the corpo-
rate earnings season will gather pace, 
with several major companies--such as 
PVR INOX, Tata Steel, Bharti Airtel, Ci-
pla, GAIL, Hero MotoCorp, Tata Motors, 
Lupin, Godrej Industries, and BHEL-
-scheduled to announce their quarterly 
results.

“In India, inflation will be in focus with 
the release of CPI YoY data on May 13, 
providing clarity on consumer price 
trends and their implications for the Re-
serve Bank of India’s monetary policy. 
Additionally, Exports YoY data on May 
15 will shed light on the health of India’s 
external trade amid global uncertainties,” 

the team of Bajaj Broking Research added 
in a note.

Following a period of consolidation, 
Indian equity benchmarks experienced a 
sharp correction amid escalating geopolit-
ical tensions between India and Pakistan, 
which fueled market volatility and trig-
gered a shift toward risk-off sentiment.

The Nifty 50 closed the week at 
24,008.00, marking a decline of 1.39 
per cent, while the BSE Sensex ended at 
79,454.47, down 1.30 per cent.

The key equity indices registered nota-
ble losses this week, primarily driven by 
escalating geopolitical tensions between 
India and Pakistan following reports of 
drone and missile attacks.

The sell-off intensified on the final 
trading day of the week, after the Indian 
Army reported multiple overnight drone 
and munition attacks by Pakistani forces, 
heightening fears of further escalation.

Meanwhile, U.S. markets also traded 
mostly in the red, as the Federal Reserve 
kept interest rates unchanged--which was 
widely expected move--but flagged grow-
ing uncertainty around the economic out-
look, adding to global investor caution.

Adani Power said on Satur-
day that it won a tightly con-
tested bid to supply 1500 
MW (net) of thermal power 
to Uttar Pradesh.

As part of the contract, the 
Adani Group company will 
supply power at a highly 
competitive tariff of Rs 5.383 
per unit from a greenfield 
2x800 MW (1500 MW net) 
Ultra-supercritical power 
plant to be set up in the state 
under the Design, Build, Fi-
nance, Own, and Operate 
(DBFOO) model.

This is further to the Ut-
tar Pradesh cabinet, which 
approved the project earlier 
this month.

The Company will now 
sign a long-term Power 
Supply Agreement (PSA) 
with Uttar Pradesh Power 

Corporation Ltd. (UPPCL) 
under the Letter of Award 
(LoA) received today, Adani 
Power said in a statement.

“We are happy to have 
won the competitive bid to 
supply 1,500 MW power 
to UP state and feel privi-
leged to play a leading role 
in meeting the state’s rapidly 
growing power demand. We 
plan to set up a modern and 

low emission Ultra-super-
critical plant in UP and aim 
to begin supplying reliable 
and high-quality power by 
FY30,” said SB Khyalia, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Adani Power.

Khyalia said Adani Power 
would invest USD 2 billion 
in setting up the plant and 
related infrastructure.

The project is expected to 

generate direct and indi-
rect employment of 8,000-
9,000 during the construc-
tion phase and 2,000 once 
in operation.

Thermal power demand in 
UP is seen rising by 11,000 
MW by 2033-34 owing to 
factors like industrialisa-
tion, urbanisation, and 
modernisation. This 1,500 
MW order is part of the gov-
ernment’s initiative to meet 
that future demand.

This is second major PSA 
(power sale agreement) bid 
the company has won in the 
last one year, after receiving 
the composite 6,600 MW 
(1600 MW thermal and 
5000 MW solar) Letter of 
Intent from Maharashtra 
State Electricity Distribu-
tion Company Ltd. (MSED-
CL) in September 2024, 
which subsequently has 
been converted into a PSA.

National Technology Day, 
celebrated on May 11 every 
year, commemorates the 
momentous events of this 
day back in 1998, when 
India conducted success-
ful nuclear tests under Op-
eration Shakti, and saw the 
maiden flight of the indige-
nously developed Hansa-3 
aircraft.

In recognition of these 
achievements, the then 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee declared May 11 as 

National Technology Day.
Over the years, Nation-

al Technology Day has 
evolved into a flagship oc-
casion for honouring scien-
tific excellence, showcasing 
industrial innovations, and 
reinforcing the partnership 
between science, society, 
and industry.

Scientific temperament in 
India has increased over the 
years - from space to tele-
com, semiconductors to AI, 
biotechnology to fintechs.

Here are some of the per-
spectives from people in 
technology domain on In-

dia’s growing prowess:
According to Ganesh 

Gopalan, Co-Founder and 
CEO, at AI services provid-
er Gnani.ai, India’s relent-
less pursuit of innovation, 
and a reminder of how tech-
nology can be a force mul-
tiplier for inclusive growth.

“Today, breakthroughs in 
Voice AI, multilingual large 
language models (LLMs), 
and agentic AI are empow-
ering enterprises to build 
smarter, more human-cen-
tric solutions. From revolu-
tionizing customer support 
and financial services to 

enabling real-time health-
care assistance in regional 
languages, AI is reshaping 
how industries operate and 
interact. As India’s digital 
ecosystem accelerates, it is 
crucial that innovation re-
mains responsible, ethical, 

and tailored to local as well 
as global needs,” Gopalan 
noted.

India ranks 39th in the 
Global Innovation Index 
(GII), which presents vast 
opportunities for develop-
ing advanced, innovative 

and sustainable technolo-
gies which will help drive 
the country’s digital vision 
forward.

Anku Jain, Managing 
Director, MediaTek In-
dia, said, “India’s technol-
ogy sector continues to be 
a strong pillar showcasing 
prominent and immense 
growth, powered by inno-
vation in semiconductors, 
connectivity, and digital in-
frastructure. At MediaTek, 
we believe that fostering lo-
cal R&D, strengthening the 
semiconductor ecosystem, 
and investing in skill devel-

opment will be key to sup-
porting India’s ambitions 
as a global innovation hub.”

The official theme for Na-
tional Technology Day 2025 
-- “YANTRA - Yugantar for 
Advancing New Technol-
ogy, Research & Accelera-
tion.”

“ Nat i o n a l  Te ch n o l -
ogy Day is a celebration 
of India’s spirit of inno-
vation, a force that con-
tinues to shape a more 
sustainable and resilient  
future,” said Sriram Kan-
nan, Founder and CEO, 
Routematic. “As we pio-

neer AI and data-driven, 
eco-conscious mobility so-
lutions, we witness every 
day how technology can 
reimagine urban transport, 
making it cleaner, smarter, 
and more efficient.”

According to Rupesh Ku-
mar, Co-Founder and CTO, 
Suhora Technologies, tech-
nology today is no longer 
confined to research labs; 
it permeates every aspect of 
our lives, from defence and 
national security to smart 
farming and sustainable cit-
ies to precision healthcare 
and digital finance.

Centre initiates ‘Niveshak Shivir’ 
to assist, educate investors

Geopolitical tensions, data to drive markets: Experts Adani Power to supply 1,500 MW to UP

National Technology Day honours Indian ingenuity

Despite the benefits, finan-
cial planners expressed 
reservations regarding the 
use of artificial intelligence 
(AI), with 47 per cent citing 
data privacy and cyberse-
curity concerns, according 
to a report by FPSB India, 
the Indian subsidiary of 
the Financial Planning 
Standards Board.

The report titled “How AI 
is Reshaping the Financial 
Planning Profession” fur-
ther highlighted that about 
42 per cent of financial 
companies’ top executives 
are still concerned about 
the accuracy and reliability 
of AI outputs.

On the positive side, the 
report highlights that over 
three-quarters of finan-
cial planners (78 per cent) 
believe AI will help them 

better serve clients, while 
60 per cent believe it will 
enhance the quality of fi-
nancial advice.

Among the two-thirds of 
firms that currently use or 
plan to implement AI with-
in the next year, adoption 
is most prevalent among 
small and very large com-
panies.

Meanwhile, half of the 
financial planners view 
AI positively, with only 8 
per cent holding a negative 
opinion.

“We are witnessing a piv-
otal moment in the finan-
cial planning profession as 
financial planners embrace 
AI to work smarter, allow-

ing more time to engage in 
deeper human connection 
with clients such as navi-
gating difficult conversa-
tions that impact financial 
decision-making and pro-
viding clarity and support 
to stay on track to achieve 
their life goals,” added 
FPSB CEO Dante De Gori, 
CFP.

The report further added 
that about 59 percent of 
financial planners see AI 
as a tool to help reduce the 
cost of financial planning 
services and 60 per cent 
believe it will increase ac-
cess to financial planning 
for underserved popula-
tions.
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‘India poised to 
double garments 
market in UK’

India is expected to double its 
market share from 6 per cent in 
2024 to 12 per cent in the UK’s 
readymade garments (RMG) 
imports, translating into an 
incremental annual export op-
portunity of around USD 1.1-1.2 
billion in the near to medium 
term, according to CareEdge 
Ratings.

On May 6, India and the UK 
successfully concluded an am-
bitious and mutually beneficial 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
that will open up massive ex-
port opportunities for many 
labour-intensive sectors in In-
dia. The Commerce Ministry 
said that 99 per cent of Indian 
exports will benefit from zero 
duty.

The ready-made garment 

(RMG) sector accounted for 
around USD 525 billion in the 
global textile and RMG trade in 
2024. Major markets include 
the European Union (EU), 
the United States of America 
(USA), the UK, Japan, Canada, 
and South Korea, which ac-
counted for nearly 44 per cent 
of global imports.

The UK is among the top five 
RMG markets, with imports 
of around USD 20 billion in 
2024.

Careedge said India currently 
exports nearly USD 1.2 billion 
of RMG to the UK out of its to-
tal exports of USD 15-16 billion.

The rating agency said coun-
tries such as Bangladesh, Tur-
key, Cambodia, and Italy enjoy 
duty-free access to the UK 
market, while Vietnam and 
Pakistan benefit from lower to 
zero tariffs.

tdg network
New Delhi

Among the two-thirds of firms that currently 
use or plan to implement AI within the 
next year, adoption is most prevalent 
among small and very large companies.

KEY POINTS

n	 EaseMyTrip warns of Chinese apps accessing 
Indian passport data, calls it a national security 
threat.

n Nishant Pitti urges users to avoid platforms 
linked to hostile foreign regimes.

n Company backs past boycotts of Maldives, Tur-
key, and Azerbaijan over anti-India stances.

n Reiterates core principle: “Nation First, Busi-
ness Later.”



Operation Sindoor and Ceasefire: 
Pros and Cons and Future Prospects

The unprecedented 
terrorist attack in 
Baisaran Valley, 

Pahalgam, by the Pakistan-
sponsored terrorists and 
the subsequent diplomatic 
strategic response by India 
as Operation Sindhur 
has reshaped and carved 
India’s strategy against any 
act of terrorism as an act 
of war and to be dealt with 
zero tolerance, clubbed 
with immediate punitive 
diplomatic and military 
action to any depth and 
dimension even beyond the 
international border within 
the Pakistan without any 
fear of nuclear escalation by 
Pakistan. 

India has rightly exercised 
its right of military action 
under Article 51 of the Unit-
ed Nations charter, which 
accepts the right to act for 
self-defence in the face of 
armed attack. India is now 

in the same leap as countries 
like the USA and Israel that 
have acted in the same man-
ner against terrorism.

The operations Sindoor 
have established India›s 
ability to launch swift, 
quick, decisive, lethal 
military operations with 
precision and accuracy. It 
has demonstrated the agil-
ity and synergy among all 
stakeholders, including 
leadership, parliament, ju-
diciary, civil establishment, 
security and intelligence 
agencies, and the best is the 
perfect coordination and 
integration in launching tri-
service operations with ut-
most perfection. The opera-
tion has further proved the 
superiority and great ability 
of the Indian Air Force to de-
stroy the air defence system 
of Pakistan, piercing deep 
into their territory and suc-
cessfully neutralizing the 
given targets like terrorist 
hideouts, headquarters, 
command and training 
centres, as well as a sensi-
tive airbase.  

India’s counter-air defence 
mechanism including intel-
ligence surveillance, radar, 
navigation, and counter-
attack UAV and missiles 
proved their effectivity and 
precision.

The army and Navy have 

successfully managed the 
ground and marine time 
defence as well as extended 
constant necessary input 
and ensured full proof 
counter-defence mecha-
nisms against any problem 
military threat by Pakistan.

On the other side, Paki-
stan has suffered major set-
backs in protecting its aerial 
boundaries. Pak air defence 
system, ground surveil-
lance, and counter-attack 
mechanism demonstrated 
the most devastating and 
effective measures.

There is no doubt that war 
is not the ultimate solution 
for any international dispute 
or conflict. Undoubtedly, the 
military action is a highly 
essential and effective tool 
to facilitate the road map 
of peace by getting the ri-
vals to the negotiating table 
to establish the ultimate 
mechanism to resolve any 
crisis. Any such negotiation 
is invariably based on the 
principle of mutual con-
cern, gains and losses, bar-
gaining power, and ultimate 
prospects. No negotiation 
will be possible without the 
intervention and support of 
other countries.

Under this optics the re-
cent ceasefire between In-
dia and Pakistan has to be 
visualized and re-assessed 
in terms of its timing, es-
sentiality, gains and losses, 
extent and ultimate sustain-
ability in the future.

It is highly prudent to al-
ways keep in mind the past 
performance and commit-
ment of Pakistan in terms of 
implementing and adhering 
to the mechanism and terms 
and conditions laid down in 

the previous peace accord 
and ceasefire since 1948 on-
wards. Pakistan has always 
violated such peace accords 
at 5 previous occasions nota-
bly 1948 after UN interven-
tion as a fallout of Kashmir 
conflict due to the invasion 
by Pakistan, Tashkent pact 
after 1965 Indo Pakistan 
war, Shimla pact after 1971 
war, Lahore pact of 1999, 
post Kargil War agreement 
of 2003 and lastly the mu-
tual cease fire declared in 
February 2021.  Despite hu-
miliating defeat in the 1971 
war and the 1999 Kargil con-
flict, Pakistan continued to 
remain engaged in a proxy 
war against India by operat-
ing through infiltration and 
state-sponsored terrorism.

As such, the operation Sin-
door itself is a testimony to 
retaliate against Pakistan›s 
irresponsible, repetitive, 
derogatory modus operandi 
error module of proxy war. 
In addition to the military 
actions carried out by In-
dia, the pre-operation Sin-
door, diplomatic, and trade 
actions initiated by India are 
noteworthy because they 

established India›s ability 
to act against Pakistan in a 
very decisive manner across 
all the fronts.

The Indus Water Treaty 
of 1960 is posing a heavy 
shift in favour of Pakistan in 
terms of utilization of water 
resources and future devel-
opment of infrastructure 
and water management. De-
spite this equilibrium, India 
continued to adhere to the 
Treaty even during the time 
of 1965, 1971, and 1999 Indo-
Pak conflicts and wars. The 
first time India acted against 
the Indus Water Treaty by 
putting the treaty held in 
abeyance, thereby opening 
up the future avenues and 
options for India to hold its 
right to judiciously plan and 
execute water management 
and development of infra-
structure in the basin of the 
Indus River system. This 
strategy will put substantial 
pressure on Pakistan to curb 
its ante Indian activities.

On the other hand, abro-
gation of the provisions of 
the Shimla Pact of 1972 by 
Pakistan carries hardly any 
adverse implications for 

India›s interests. As such, 
the Shimla pact became ir-
relevant after the return of 
93000 Prisoners of War 
of Pakistan by India. Sub-
sequently, Pakistan has 
violated several times the 
principles of the Shimla 
Pact. Once the Shimla pact 
is not in action, the defini-
tion of content military ac-
tions beyond the defined 
LOC is out of practice. This 
gives India a smoke leverage 
to address, act, and reshape 
its strategies to realign POK 
with India.

Hence, while negotiating 
terms and conditions of 
ceasefire with Pakistan, In-
dia must keep the avenues of 
the Indus Water Treaty and 
the Shimla Pact away from 
the domain of the proposed 
Ceasefire. A very hard and 
firm stand against Pakistan-
sponsored and state terror-
ism against India as an act of 
war and to be dealt with in 
the future with the strongest 
punitive response is the or-
der of the day.

India has the sustainabil-
ity to face conflict, being the 
fastest growing economy, a 

reservoir of fuel and other 
resources, and strong dip-
lomatic positions of India 
all over the world. Over and 
above, despite having full 
operational control and ab-
solute capability to conclude 
actions against the remain-
ing terror outfits, notably 
the top leadership of terror 
outfits like Hafiz Saeed of 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Moham-
mad Masud Azhar of Jaish-
e-Mohammed, and the 
master mind of the Mumbai 
blast, Dawood Ibrahim, the 
reasons and timings under 
which India has entered 
into the ceasefire at this 
particular juncture are a bit 
surprise.

On the contrary, Paki-
stan was highly desperate 
to immediately cease fire. 
The thrust and impact of 
Operation Sindoor have 
proved that Air defence 
and counter-attack system 
of Pakistan is highly inferior, 
fragile, and porous. The in-
ternal rift between the Mili-
tary and Political leadership, 
as well as internal turmoil in 
Baluchistan and unrest in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 
a cribbling economy of the 
country compounded the 
situation. 

Undoubtedly, this was the 
most appropriate time and 
historic opportunity for In-
dia to kneel Pakistan on the 
issue of POK forever. The 
outcome of Operation Sin-
door will definitely push 
Pakistan to upgrade its de-
fence infrastructure, attack-
ing capacity Hence, India 
has to be alert and continue 
to upgrade its military and 
diplomatic capabilities.

Though India continuous-

ly and successfully managed 
to draw world attention to-
wards ill terror support by 
Pakistan worldwide, Paki-
stan was able to secure a 
huge amount of 1.3 billion 
USD from the IMF, even at 
the peak of Operation Sin-
door.

The outcome and back-
door diplomacy to conclude 
the negotiation of cease 
ceasefire between India 
and Pakistan has set a new 
paradigm shift in the world 
order. The new key player to 
dominate diplomacy and the 
peace process in Central and 
South East Asia, Central 
Europe, is now led by the 
US President and actively 
supported by Saudi Ara-
bia, UAE, and Qatar. China 
and Turkey are silent play-
ers against India, whereas 
Russia itself is struggling 
to get out of the Ukraine 
issue. Undoubtedly, the 
strong leadership of India is 
capable of dealing with the 
group of current and key 
stakeholders to ensure that 
it safeguards its strategies, 
diplomatic and financial 
interests, as well as ensures 
the outcome of these en-
deavours on the Indo-Pak 
Scenario.

Given the past track record 
of Pakistan and its unwrit-
ten anti-India doctrine, it is 
highly unlikely that Paki-
stan will ever deviate from 
its strategies of Proxy war 
against India.
Major General J.K.S. Parihar, 
Sena Medal, Bar to Vishisht 
Seva Medal (Retd.), Former 
Additional Director General, 
AFMS and Expert on Defence 
and International Strategic 
Affairs 

The progress of technol-
ogy and the dynamism of 
the legal universe in this 
latest age provide a per-
spective on privacy and 
data protection problems. 
Privacy is something that 
does not interfere with 
other people’s interests. 
Due to technological de-
velopment, privacy has 
become a priority of every 
person and it also places 
a narrow emphasis on in-
formation security. Data 
protection emphasizes the 
freedom of people and the 
freedom of these people is 
threatened by the strang-
er’s interference. It is nec-
essary to stop the interac-
tion of the stranger to the 
operation of the individual 
by any means. Any fresh 
phenomenon can be vali-
dated through the consti-
tution as a fundamental 

legal necessity. Although 
privacy is not expressly 
given in accordance with 
the Constitution, it im-
plies the right to privacy 
as guaranteed personal 
freedom under Article 21. 
There is an intrinsic dis-
pute between data protec-
tion and the right to pri-
vacy. Data protection and 
privacy were dealt with in 
an exhaustive way but not 
in the Information Tech-
nology (Amendment) Act, 
2008. In data protection, 
the IT Act is not adequate 
and a distinct legislation 
is therefore needed in this 
respect.

INTRODUCTION
The concept of privacy is not 
old in India. The ancient In-
dian knowledge theory, 
based on all literature from 
Upanishad, prescribes 
meditation, which must be 
done without any external 
disruption. The estates and 
the ‘Arthashastra’ show suf-
ficient concern and regard 
for the privacy of the indi-
vidual. The use of curtains 
is defined in the Ramayana 
and other classical litera-
tures are developed in a 
certain manner. Private life 
is the thing that everybody 
needs to limit to him and 

other feel crazy in earthing 
the same.

The law of privacy is the 
recognition of individual’s 
right to be let alone and to 
have his personal space in-
violate. The term ‘privacy’ 
denotes the rightful claim 
of the individual to deter-
mine the extent to which 
he wishes to share himself 
with others and his control 
over the time, place and 
circumstances to commu-
nicate with others. It means 
his right to withdraw or to 
participate as he thinks fit. 
It also means an individual’s 
right to control dissemina-
tion of information about 
himself as it is his own per-
sonal possession. 

RIGHT TO PRIVACY 
IN INDIAN 
CONSTITUTION
The Constitution of India in 
general does not have any 
express provision regard-
ing the Fundamental Right 
to Privacy but still by the 
means of judicial decisions 
the right is said to be under 
Part III of the Constitution. 
Article 21: Right to Life and 
Personal Liberty-Article 21 
of India’s constitution gives 
citizens and non-citizens the 
right to privacy. This is not 
obviously stated in it, but as 
a statutory justification, the 
Supreme Court indicated 
the same. Article 21 of the 
Constitution states as fol-
lows: “No individual shall 
be denied of his lives or 
personal freedom except as 
provided by the procedure 
established by law.” Article 
21 is the heart of Indian peo-
ple’s freedom. 

RIGHTS RELATED 
TO PRIVACY IN DATA 
PROTECTION LAWS
Information Technology 
Act, 2000 is the sole exist-
ing legislation in the coun-
try that keeps the privacy 
of an individual protected 
in the matters of Data and 
Information transactions. 
The Act has been amended 
in the year 2008 by the In-
dian legislature and added 
several provisions to the ex-
isting Act of 2000 to make 
them more effective in the 
field of protection. The In-
formation Technology Act 
and the Amendment Act 
2008 have the following 
provisions that ensure the 
privacy in the Data related 
issues such as

Section 66 of the Informa-
tion Technology Act, 2000 
also protects sensitive pri-
vate information residing 
in a computer resource as 
it makes, among others, a 
punishable decrease in the 
value of information resid-

ing within a computer re-
source with imprisonment 
for up to three years. Thus, 
if an attacker is hacking into 
the computer system and 
copying and transferring 
sensitive personal informa-
tion to a rival that may be of 
very high utility or of very 
private nature or business 
importance to the propri-
etor, the said act results in 
a decrease in the amount of 
data located within a com-
puter resource and thus in-
fringement of privacy.

Section 72 of the Informa-
tion Technology Act, 2000 
says about violation of con-
fidentiality and privacy, i.e. 
a government officer can be 
fined if he transfers in his 
formal ability any digital in-
formation or data which he 
has obtained about an per-
son. There is only a limited 
implementation of this sec-
tion. It is confined to the ac-
tions and omissions of those 
individuals who have been 
given authority under this 

Act, rules or laws produced 
under it, i.e. police, certifica-
tion authorities and officials 
approved by particular no-
tice.

Further in accordance 
with the order of the Su-
preme Court in the case of 
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy, 
the Govt. of India has set up 
a committee of five members 
headed by former Supreme 
Court judge, Justice (Retd.) 
B.N. Srikrishna for draft-
ing a Data Protection Bill. 
The Srikrishna Committee 
published its final study and 
draft data protection law in 
July 2018, called the Per-
sonal Data Protection Bill, 
2018. The Personal Data 
Protection Bill offers for the 
creation of a Data Protec-
tion Authority to supervise 
information handling op-
erations. It also acknowl-
edges the need to safeguard 
private information in the 
context of the fundamental 
right to privacy, as well as 
the need to develop a mu-

tual culture that promotes 
a safe and honest digital 
economy, respects citizen’s 
information privacy and 
ensures freedom, advance-
ment and creativity.

SUGGESTIONS
A protected change is re-
quired whereby privacy 
rights can be explicitly 
guaranteed by adding an-
other agreement. Such a 
change is important to offer 
side recognition for protec-
tion. Individual freedom as 
guaranteed by Article can 
be increasingly essential at 
precisely that stage. Devel-
oping National Policy: India 
requires a comprehensive 
strategy to ensuring that in-
dividuals have the privilege 
of controlling their own 
information collection and 
transmission. An impera-
tive aspect of this strategy 
is the enactment that fuses 
the vital precepts of sensible 
information rehearses.

In this way, the enactment 
would place constraints on 
the collection and use of in-
dividual information by in-
dividual data customers. In-
dividual data clients would 
be required to educate peo-
ple unequivocally when col-
lecting individual data and 
how to use it. Implementa-
tion would require individ-
ual data clients to provide an 
opportunity for individuals 
to prevent further spread of 
their own data. As needed, 
the online production and 
accumulation of individual 
information would be ad-
equately confined. Educa-
tional privacy interests and 
self-governance interests 

and information assurance 
intrigues should be shielded 
by appropriate legal systems 
to ensure the privacy of in-
formation and the trading of 
sensitive data on the Inter-
net, whether categorized or 
individual.

Although such a com-
prehensive confidentiality 
arrangement is important 
to ensure the right of the 
person to control the accu-
mulation and transmission 
of individual data, there 
is a requirement for those 
concerned to exercise this 
control. In any case, online 
customers will have to take 
responsibility for their elec-
tronic interchanges. They 
should be aware of the sub-
stance of these interchanges 
and use appropriate secu-
rity attempts to safeguard 
their privacy, for instance, 
encryption. People will also 
have to choose how close 
it is to uncovering home 
data while enrolling in in-
ternet locations and tak-
ing an interest in business 
exchanges. By predicting 
the dangers of online use 
and using the recently illus-
trated legitimate insurance 
schemes, people will most 
likely exploit the numer-
ous informative, social and 
business openings available 
through the internet now 
and later. 
Dr.S.Krishnan is an Associate 
Professor in Seedling School of 
Law and Governance, Jaipur 
National University, Jaipur.  
Ms.Divyanshi Jangi is a Fi-
nal year student, BALLB in 
Seedling School of Law and 
Governance, Jaipur National 
University, Jaipur
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India’s shift from Nehruvian restraint to retaliatory strikes marks a 

historic pivot: Terror attacks are now treated as acts of war.

Since Partition, In-
dia’s approach to its 
western neighbor has 

swung from cautious diplo-
macy to robust retaliation. 
In the Nehruvian era, India 
fought Pakistan’s first Kash-
mir war (1947–48) with the 
aim of reclaiming territory 
illegally seized by tribes-
men and Pakistani forces. 
That conflict ended with a 
UN-brokered ceasefire on 
January 1, 1949, and succes-
sive Indian governments 
largely maintained a “cau-
tious attitude toward us-
ing military power”. Prime 
Minister Nehru, reflecting 
this restraint, repeatedly 
sought international adju-
dication on Kashmir even 
as Indian troops advanced 
to secure key areas. India’s 
1965 war with Pakistan, 
which began with Pakistani 
incursions into Punjab and 
Kashmir, similarly ended in 
a ceasefire and a return to 
pre-war lines. In both wars, 
India avoided full-scale 
offensives deep into Paki-
stan – a pattern critics later 
termed “strategic restraint,” 
inherited from Nehru’s em-
phasis on diplomacy over 
conquest.

After India’s decisive 1971 
victory over Pakistan in 
East Pakistan (now Bangla-
desh), both countries signed 
the Shimla Agreement (July 
1972). The Shimla Accord 
enshrined a doctrine of bi-
lateralism: “The two coun-
tries are resolved to settle 
their differences by peaceful 
means through bilateral ne-
gotiations”. The treaty also 
bound both sides to refrain 
from unilateral changes 
(for example, territorial 
claims) and to “prevent the 
organization, assistance or 
encouragement of any acts 
detrimental to the mainte-
nance of peace”. In prac-
tice, New Delhi interpreted 
this framework as a ban on 
large-scale invasions, even 
in response to cross-border 
terrorism – a policy rooted 
in the Nehruvian aversion to 
open conflict. As one retired 
Indian Air Force chief later 
observed, the Shimla Pact 
“remained a diplomatic 
touchstone for decades,” 
emphasizing dialogue and 

ceasefire accords.

Nuclearisation 
and the Kargil 
Standoff  
(1998–1999)
The nuclear tests of 1998 
dramatically changed the 
security calculus. India’s de-
clared doctrine of “No First 
Use” meant it would not 
employ nuclear weapons 
unless first attacked with 
them, but it also threatened 
“massive retaliation” against 
major aggression. Pakistan’s 
own nuclear tests days later 
created a mutual deter-
rent, raising the stakes of 
any conventional war. Yet 
within months, Pakistan 
tried a limited intervention: 
in 1999 it infiltrated regular 
troops and militants into 
the Kargil heights on India’s 
side of the Line of Control. 
India’s successful Kargil of-
fensive drove the intruders 
back, but New Delhi took 
care not to cross the LoC – 
mindful of both the Shimla 
commitment and the new 
nuclear reality. The crisis 
underscored India’s need 
for faster mobilization and 
new options short of all-out 
war.

After the 2001 Parliament 
attack – in which Pakistani-
backed militants struck the 
very seat of India’s democ-
racy – public outcry in In-
dia demanded immediate 
retaliation. However, India 
delayed action while it as-
sembled the military. As one 
analysis noted, India “chose 
to wait for the armed forces 
to mobilize fully” before 
striking, and international 
pressure grew to prevent 

escalation. When the dust 
settled, the Indian Army 
recognized a gap: it needed a 
doctrine to punish Pakistan 
quickly but without trig-
gering nuclear holocaust. 
Thus, in the early 2000s 
India quietly formulated 
what came to be known as 
the Cold Start doctrine. 
This concept envisaged 
immediately launching 
limited, coordinated offen-
sives – “shallow thrusts” by 
divisional-sized Integrated 
Battle Groups – into Pakistan 
if warranted by a major at-
tack. Crucially, Cold Start 
was “carefully designed to 
avoid crossing Pakistan’s 
nuclear red lines,” using 
only moderate forces and 
returning territory as le-
verage. As one expert ex-
plained, it would limit op-
erations to the plains and 
avoid deep incursions, 
thereby “avoiding the risk” 
of rapid nuclear escalation.

Indian analysts argue the 
Cold Start was as much a 
psychological deterrent as a 
war plan. By signaling that 
India could strike back at 
Pakistani terror bases with 
conventional forces, the 
theory goes, “Pakistan can 
no longer be sure whether 
or not India will resort to 
lightning strikes across the 
border” in response to ma-
jor attacks. In other words, 
the prospect of sudden re-
taliation means “the impu-
nity with which Pakistan 
was exporting terror to 
India is in grave danger”. 
Indeed, some Indian strate-
gists believe the very suspi-
cion this doctrine sowed in 
Islamabad has so far helped 

deter even bigger strikes 
since 2008. (Critics caution 
that Pakistan’s development 
of tactical nukes – the Nasr 
missile – was meant to spoil 
exactly this limited-war sce-
nario.)

Terror Attacks 
and Punitive 
Strikes (2001–2019)
In practice, India’s military 
actions for the first decades 
of the 21st century fell well 
within Shimla-era restraint: 
attacks in Indian Kashmir 
were met with counter-
insurgency operations in-
side India, not cross-border 
invasions. After 26/11 (the 
Mumbai terror attacks of 
2008), Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh famous-
ly said India would not be 
“provoked” into war. In-
stead, India relied on inter-
national pressure and bor-
der shelling to protest. But 
attitudes gradually hard-
ened. In September 2016, 
after a devastating suicide 
attack on an Army camp 
at Uri (19 Indian soldiers 
killed), the Indian govern-
ment broke precedent by 
publicly acknowledging 
a surgical strike inside 
Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir. Prime Minister 
Modi, addressing a rally 
soon after, vowed he “will 
never forgive, nor forget 
Uri” and approved strikes 
on the militant launch-pads 
across the LoC. India later 
revealed that special forces 
had destroyed multiple 
Pakistani-terrorist camps 
in retaliation.

A still bolder shift came 
in February 2019. Follow-
ing the Pulwama suicide 
bombing (which killed 40 
paramilitary soldiers) and 
Pakistan’s denials, Indian 
Mirage jets crossed the de 
facto border and bombed 
the Jaish-e-Mohammad 
training camp at Balakot 

inside Pakistan. India’s For-
eign Secretary VK Gokhale 
bluntly justified the air raid 
by saying it was carried out 
“after Pakistan failed to 
take any concrete action 
against terrorists.” This 
was a marked departure: 
India was now using sig-
nificant air power across the 
border, justified explicitly as 
self-defense.

Through all these epi-
sodes, the narrative tension 
was clear. As one commen-
tator noted, attacks like the 
1993 Bombay bombings, 
the 2001 Parliament strike, 
26/11, and the Uri and Pul-
wama attacks “were de-
liberate, planned acts of 

war” – yet for decades New 
Delhi had responded only 
with diplomatic notes and 
appeals to international 
conscience. “That era is 
now over,” he wrote, as In-
dia turned to swift military 
reprisal. In other words, 
Modi’s government has de-
liberately redefined terms of 
engagement. Special opera-
tions and air raids on enemy 
territory – once unthinkable 
under Nehruvian restraint 
– are now tools to impose 

tangible costs on Pakistan 
for cross-border terrorism.

The New Doctrine: 
Terrorism as War 
(2020s)
By the 2020s this trans-
formation was official doc-
trine. India’s foreign-poli-
cy articulation at the UN 
and elsewhere has repeat-
edly framed cross-border 

terror as a casus belli. After 
a Pahalgam bus bombing 
(April 2025) that killed 
Hindu pilgrims, National 
Security Advisor Ajit 
Doval and others declared 
that “any future act of ter-
ror will be treated as an act 
of war.” In effect, India has 
signaled it will invoke its 
right of self-defense under 
Article 51 of the UN Char-
ter – a right that applies if 
an “armed attack” occurs 
– against terror strikes. 

As an analysis put it, India 
has made “unequivocally 
clear that any act of terror-
ism emanating from across 
the border…will now be re-
garded not as a criminal or 
insurgent act, but as an act 
of war”. This is “not just a 
rhetorical escalation,” the 
commentator wrote, but 
“a tectonic realignment” 
in India’s strategic outlook.

In practice, this means 
India has dropped the old 
taboo against crossing the 
LoC or international bor-
der in retaliation. In May 
2025, for instance, India 
launched missile strikes 
deep inside Pakistan in a 
retaliatory operation (‘Op-
eration Sindoor 2.0’) after 
the Pahalgam attack. The 
targets included terror 
launch-pads and instal-
lations, and some reports 
credited it with dozens of 

militants killed. Even Paki-
stan’s civil-military leader-
ship acknowledged that In-
dia’s strikes had hit targets 
well beyond Kashmir. In 
response, national-securi-
ty experts in India noted 
that a now-suspended 
Shimla “remains a diplo-
matic touchstone,” but had 
lost practical relevance. As 
retired Air Marshal Anil 

Khosla wrote, Simla’s “sus-
pension in 2025 reflects 
its diminished practical 
relevance. The repercus-
sions… open the door to 
heightened tensions and 
strategic recalibrations, 
particularly for India”.

This evolution – from 
restraint to retaliation – is 
intentional. India’s current 
doctrine effectively classi-
fies sustained proxy-war 
terrorism as a war-like 
aggression, warranting 
proportionate force. Indi-
an officials now routinely 
remind Pakistan that re-
peated terror attacks will 
invite military responses, 
and the armed forces have 
demonstrated resolve by 
acting on that promise. In 
short, India has signaled 
that cross-border terror 
will be met with all levers 
of statecraft: not just sanc-
tions and protests, but pu-
nitive strikes and conven-
tional deterrence on a scale 
once deemed unthinkable.

Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra

Line of Control,  
Line in the Sand: 
India’s New  
Security Doctrine 1947–48: Indian troops during the First Kashmir War. (Bharat-Rakshak)

1947: Brig. Rajinder Singh, 
“Saviour of Kashmir,” 
defended Uri for 3 days. 
(Daily Excelsior)

Sept 23, 1965: Gen. J.N. Chaudhuri and Air Marshal Arjan Singh after India-Pak ceasefire. 
(Getty Images)

Zero Line: Pakistan Rangers near India-Pakistan border flags. (Wikipedia)

1971, Longewala: 120 Indian troops led by Maj. Chandpuri repelled large Pak attack. 
(Rajasthan Tourism) 

April 22, 2025: Indian forces patrol after deadly terrorist 
attack in Pahalgam. (File Photo)

Operation Sindoor, 2025: Pakistan troops at missile-hit 
building in Muzaffarabad. (AP Photo)

2019, Balakot: Satellite image of madrasa allegedly targeted in Indian airstrike. (Reuters)



Buddha Purnima, one 
of the most impor-
tant festivals for mil-

lions of Buddhists around 
the world, marks the birth, 
enlightenment, and death 
(parinirvana) of Siddhar-
tha Gautama, the founder of 
Buddhism. The festival, ob-
served on the full moon day 
in the month of Vaisakha 
(April-May), is a time for 
reflection, meditation, and 
reverence for the profound 
teachings of Lord Buddha.
The Life of Siddhar-
tha Gautama
Siddhartha Gautama, who 
would later become known 
as the Buddha, was born 
into a royal family around 
the 6th century BCE in 
Lumbini, which is now 
in Nepal. His father, King 
Suddhodana, ruled over 
the Shakya clan, and his 
mother, Queen Maya, was a 
princess. Siddhartha’s early 
life was one of privilege and 
luxury, shielded from the 
harsh realities of the world. 
King Suddhodana, eager 
to protect his son from the 
sufferings of life, kept him 
within the confines of the 
palace, surrounding him 
with beauty, pleasures, and 
distractions.

Despite his father’s best 
efforts to shield him, Sid-
dhartha was curious about 
the world outside the palace. 
At the age of 29, he ventured 
beyond the palace walls, 
where he encountered what 
are known as the “Four 
Sights”: an old man, a sick 
person, a dead body, and a 
wandering ascetic. These 
sights deeply affected Sid-
dhartha, as they revealed 
to him the inevitability of 

aging, illness, and death. 
This realization sparked a 
profound crisis in him, and 
he began to question the na-
ture of life and the meaning 
of suffering.
The Path to Enlight-
enment
Determined to find answers 
to the suffering that seemed 
inherent to life, Siddhartha 
left his royal life, wife, and 
young son, renouncing 
his privileged existence. 
He embarked on a journey 
of spiritual quest, seeking 
wisdom and enlightenment. 
He studied under several 
renowned teachers of his 
time, practicing intense 
meditation and austerities. 
However, after several years 
of extreme self-denial, Sid-
dhartha realized that the 
path of self-mortification 
was not leading him to the 
truth. He then adopted the 
“Middle Way,” a path of 
moderation between indul-
gence and self-denial.

Siddhartha’s  break-
through came while medi-
tating under a Bodhi tree in 
Bodh Gaya, India. He vowed 
not to rise until he had at-
tained enlightenment. After 
a period of deep meditation, 
he achieved a profound real-
ization and became the Bud-
dha, “The Awakened One.” 
In that moment of enlight-
enment, he understood the 
Four Noble Truths, which 
would later form the foun-
dation of his teachings.
The Four Noble 
Truths and the 
Eightfold Path
The Four Noble Truths are 
the essence of Buddha’s 
teachings. They are:

The Truth of Suffering 
(Dukkha): Life involves 
suffering, be it physical, 
emotional, or existential. 

Birth, aging, sickness, and 
death are unavoidable parts 
of existence.

The Truth of the Cause 
of Suffering (Samudaya): 
Suffering is caused by de-
sire, attachment, and igno-
rance. These cravings lead 
to cycles of birth and death 
(samsara), trapping indi-
viduals in suffering.

The Truth of the End of 
Suffering (Nirodha): It is 
possible to end suffering by 
eliminating desires and at-
tachments. Achieving Nir-
vana – the cessation of suf-
fering – is the ultimate goal.

The Truth of the Path 
Leading to the End of Suf-
fering (Magga): The path 
to liberation is through the 
Eightfold Path, a set of ethi-
cal and mental practices 
that lead to enlightenment.
The Eightfold Path 
consists of:
Right Understanding (Sam-
ma Ditthi): Understanding 
the Four Noble Truths and 
seeing the world as it truly 
is.

Right Intent (Samma 
Sankappa): Cultivating the 
right intentions, free from 
desires and hatred.

Right Speech (Samma 
Vaca): Speaking truthfully 
and kindly, avoiding harm-
ful or divisive speech.

Right Action (Samma 
Kammanta): Acting ethi-
cally, avoiding harm to oth-
ers, and following moral 
conduct.

Right Livelihood (Samma 
Ajiva): Earning a living 
through ethical means that 
do not harm others.

Right Effort (Samma 
Vayama): Making an effort 
to cultivate positive quali-
ties and remove negative 
ones.

R i g h t  M i n d f u l n e s s 
(Samma Sati): Developing 
awareness and presence in 
each moment, cultivating 
mindfulness in daily activi-
ties.

Right Concentration 
(Samma Samadhi): Practic-
ing meditation to achieve 
mental focus and clarity.

Through these teachings, 
Buddha offered a practical 
guide for overcoming suf-
fering and attaining peace 
and happiness in one’s life. 
The path is one of personal 
discipline, wisdom, and 
ethical conduct, leading to 

ultimate liberation from the 
cycle of rebirth.
The Significance of 
Buddha Purnima
Buddha Purnima holds im-
mense spiritual significance 
for Buddhists. The day com-
memorates not only the birth 
of Siddhartha Gautama but 
also his attainment of en-
lightenment and his pass-
ing into Nirvana. The full 
moon of the Vaisakha month 
symbolizes clarity, peace, and 
insight. Buddha Purnima 
serves as a reminder to fol-
low the teachings of the Bud-
dha and seek enlightenment 
through mindfulness, com-
passion, and wisdom.
Celebrations of Bud-
dha Purnima
Buddha Purnima is cel-
ebrated across the world in 
Buddhist communities, espe-
cially in countries like India, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Myanmar, Cambodia, and 
Tibet. The day is marked by 
prayers, meditation, rituals, 
and processions at Buddhist 
temples, monasteries, and 
stupas.
Buddhist Temples 
and Monasteries
On Buddha Purnima, Bud-

dhists gather at temples and 
monasteries to pay homage 
to Lord Buddha. Many tem-
ples are decorated with flow-
ers, incense, and candles, 
and devotees participate 
in chanting sessions and 
prayers. Special ceremonies 
are held to honor Buddha’s 
teachings, and monks often 
give sermons, reminding 
followers of the importance 
of following the Buddha’s 
path. It is also common for 
followers to make offerings 
of flowers, fruits, and incense 
as symbols of respect.
Pilgrimage Sites
For many Buddhists, Bud-
dha Purnima is a time for 
pilgrimage. Some of the 
most important pilgrimage 
sites related to Buddha’s life 
include:

Lumbini (Nepal): The 
birthplace of Lord Buddha. 
Pilgrims from across the 
world visit this sacred site 
to pay their respects.

Bodh Gaya (India): The site 
of Buddha’s enlightenment 
under the Bodhi tree.

Sarnath (India): The place 
where Buddha delivered his 
first sermon after attaining 
enlightenment.

Kushinagar (India): The 
place where Buddha passed 
away and attained parinir-
vana.

During Buddha Purnima, 
these pilgrimage sites see a 
large influx of devotees who 
engage in prayers, medita-
tion, and rituals, reflecting 
on Buddha’s life and teach-
ings.
Charity and Acts of 
Kindness
In keeping with the spirit of 
Buddha’s teachings on com-
passion, many Buddhists 
engage in acts of charity 
on Buddha Purnima. This 
can include donating food, 

clothes, and necessities to 
the poor and needy. In some 
Buddhist communities, it is 
also customary to release 
captive animals, symbolizing 
the Buddha’s compassion for 
all sentient beings.
Meditation and 
Reflection
A key aspect of Buddha 
Purnima celebrations is the 
emphasis on meditation. 
Buddhists often observe si-
lence, meditate, and reflect 
on the Buddha’s teachings 
during this time. Meditation 
centers hold special sessions 
for practitioners to deepen 
their mindfulness and un-
derstanding. The goal is to 
experience the peace and 
clarity that Buddha attained 
under the Bodhi tree.
Buddha Purnima in 
India
In India, Buddha Purnima 
is celebrated with great en-
thusiasm in various parts of 
the country. Although Bud-
dhism is not the majority re-
ligion in India, the country 
holds great historical and 
spiritual significance in the 
life of the Buddha. The states 
of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 
and Maharashtra, among 
others, witness large-scale 
celebrations, with proces-
sions, prayers, and public 
gatherings.

In the capital, New Delhi, 
the Buddha Jayanti Smriti 
Park and the Buddha Vihar 
Temple see large crowds of 
devotees offering prayers 
and performing rituals. 
In Bihar, the state where 
Buddha attained enlighten-
ment, Bodh Gaya becomes 
a major pilgrimage destina-
tion during this time.
The Teachings of 
Buddha: A Timeless 
Legacy
Buddha Purnima is not just 

a day of remembrance; it is 
a day to reflect on and ap-
ply the Buddha’s teachings 
in daily life. The central 
messages of Buddhism—
compassion, non-violence, 
mindfulness, and the pur-
suit of wisdom—are as rel-
evant today as they were 
over two millennia ago. 
Buddha’s teachings con-
tinue to inspire millions of 
people around the world, 
offering a path to inner 
peace and liberation.

The concept of mindful-
ness, which has become in-
creasingly popular in mod-
ern times, is deeply rooted 
in Buddhist philosophy. 
By practicing mindful-
ness, individuals can gain 
greater control over their 
thoughts, emotions, and 
actions, leading to a life of 
greater awareness and se-
renity.

Buddha’s teachings on 
compassion and non-vi-
olence (ahimsa) have also 
had a profound impact 
on global movements for 
peace, including the civil 
rights movement led by 
Mahatma Gandhi and the 
non-violent resistance 
movements in the 20th 
century. The message of 
loving-kindness, tolerance, 
and respect for all beings 
is a universal call for har-
mony in an often-divided 
world.

Buddha Purnima is a day 
of reverence, reflection, 
and renewal for Buddhists 
around the world. It is a 
time to honor Lord Bud-
dha’s life, teachings, and 
ultimate realization. The 
festival not only commem-
orates Buddha’s birth, en-
lightenment, and death but 
also serves as a reminder of 
the transformative

Spiritual teachings have been 
an integral part of human 
civilization for thousands 
of years. Across various 
cultures and traditions, in-
dividuals have sought guid-
ance from spiritual leaders, 
scriptures, and practices 
to find meaning, purpose, 
and inner peace. Spiritual 
teachings offer wisdom 
that transcends the material 
world, guiding individuals 
toward emotional well-being, 
mental clarity, and spiritual 
fulfillment. These teach-
ings, when understood and 
practiced, help individuals 
overcome life’s challenges, 
cultivate compassion, and 
foster a deep connection 
with the universe. This 
article explores the signifi-
cance of spiritual teachings 
and how they contribute to 
the holistic development of 
an individual.
Spirituality 
and Its Role in 
Personal Growth
Spirituality is often misun-
derstood as merely a reli-
gious practice or ritual. How-
ever, at its core, spirituality is 
the pursuit of understanding 
and aligning oneself with the 
deeper truths of existence. It 
encompasses the search for 
answers to life’s fundamen-
tal questions: Who am I? 
What is my purpose? What 
happens after death? These 
questions drive individuals to 
seek spiritual teachings that 
guide them toward self-dis-
covery and enlightenment.

S p i r i t u a l  t e a c h i n gs 
encourage individuals to 
look inward rather than 
outward, to seek answers 
from within their own 

hearts and minds. This 
inward journey promotes 
self-awareness, helping 
individuals recognize their 
strengths and weaknesses, 
desires, fears, and values. By 
reflecting on these aspects, 
people are able to make more 
informed choices in their 
lives and cultivate positive 
traits such as patience, 
gratitude, humility, and 
kindness.

Furthermore, spiritual 
teachings often emphasize 
the importance of self-
discipline and mindfulness. 
Through practices such 
as meditation, prayer, and 
contemplation, individuals 
develop the ability to 
quiet their minds, reduce 
stress, and increase mental 
clarity. This enhanced self-
awareness and inner calm 
contribute to personal 
growth and well-being.
Finding Inner 
Peace Through 
Spiritual Wisdom
One of the most profound 
benefits of spiritual teach-
ings is the cultivation of inner 
peace. In today’s fast-paced 
and often chaotic world, 
many people struggle with 
stress, anxiety, and emotional 
turmoil. Spiritual practices 
offer a refuge from this tur-
moil, providing a space for 
individuals to connect with 
their higher selves and the 
divine.

Many spiritual traditions 
teach that true peace comes 
from within. For example, 
in Buddhism, the concept 
of Nirvana refers to the 
cessation of suffering and 
the attainment of inner peace. 
Similarly, in Hinduism, the 
goal of spiritual practice is 
to reach Moksha, liberation 
from the cycle of birth and 

death, and a state of eternal 
bliss. In Christianity, peace is 
often associated with a deep, 
personal relationship with 
God, where trust in divine 
will leads to a sense of calm 
and serenity.

Spiritual teachings also 
encourage individuals to 
release negative emotions 
such as anger, resentment, 
and fear. These emotions, 
if left unchecked, can lead 
to stress and disharmony. 
By practicing forgiveness, 
letting go of attachments, 
and embracing love and 
compassion, individuals are 
able to create a sense of peace 
both within themselves and 
in their relationships with 
others.
Spiritual 
Teachings and 
the Search for 
Purpose
In a world that often empha-
sizes material success and 
external validation, many 
individuals find themselves 
grappling with a lack of pur-
pose or direction. Spiritual 
teachings provide a frame-
work for understanding the 
deeper meaning of life and 
help individuals discover 
their true calling.

For example, in the Bhaga-
vad Gita, Lord Krishna 
guides Arjuna, a warrior fac-
ing a moral dilemma, toward 
understanding his purpose 
in life. Krishna teaches Arju-
na that one’s duty (dharma) is 
to fulfill their responsibilities 
in alignment with divine will. 
In this way, spiritual teach-
ings offer individuals a sense 
of direction and purpose, 
showing them that their ac-
tions, when performed with 
integrity and compassion, 
can contribute to the greater 
good of humanity.

S p i r i t u a l  t e a c h i n gs 
a l s o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e 
interconnectedness of all 
beings. By understanding 
that we are part of a larger 
whole, individuals can find 
meaning in their lives beyond 
personal achievements. 
Many spiritual traditions 
encourage service to others, 
fostering a sense of altruism 
and compassion. This selfless 
service not only benefits 
others but also enriches the 
individual, bringing a sense 
of fulfillment and satisfaction 
that cannot be found in 
material pursuits.
The Healing Power 
of Spiritual 

Teachings
Spiritual teachings are often 
a source of healing for indi-
viduals who are struggling 
with physical, emotional, or 
psychological pain. Many 
people turn to spirituality 
in times of suffering, seek-
ing comfort, hope, and guid-
ance. The wisdom offered by 
spiritual traditions can help 
individuals navigate through 
difficult times, offering solace 
and perspective.

For instance, in times 
of grief or loss, spiritual 
teachings offer comfort by 
reminding individuals of 
the impermanence of life 
and the eternal nature of 
the soul. In Hinduism, the 
concept of reincarnation 
teaches that death is not the 
end, but rather a transition 
to another state of being. 
Similarly, in Christianity, the 
belief in eternal life provides 
hope that death is not the 
final chapter, but rather the 
beginning of a new journey 
with God.

In addition to offering 
comfort, spiritual teachings 
also promote healing by 
encouraging individuals 
to forgive themselves 
and others. Forgiveness 

is a central tenet in many 
spiritual traditions, as 
it is believed to release 
individuals from the burdens 
of anger and resentment. By 
letting go of these negative 
emotions, individuals can 
heal emotionally and move 
forward in their lives.

Mo r e ove r,  sp i r i t u a l 
practices such as meditation, 
prayer, and yoga have been 
shown to have positive 
effects on mental and 
physical health. Studies 
have demonstrated that 
these practices can reduce 
stress, lower blood pressure, 
i m p r o v e  m o o d ,  a n d 
promote overall well-being. 
Spirituality, therefore, plays 
a key role in holistic healing, 
addressing not only the body 
but also the mind and spirit.
The Connection 
Between 
Spirituality and 
Ethics
Spiritual teachings provide a 
moral framework for living 
a virtuous life. Many spiri-
tual traditions emphasize 
the importance of ethics 
and the cultivation of virtu-
ous qualities such as honesty, 
kindness, humility, and com-
passion. By adhering to these 
ethical principles, individu-
als can live in harmony with 
themselves, others, and the 
environment.

For example, in Buddhism, 
the Five Precepts serve 
as ethical guidelines for 
lay practitioners. These 
precepts include refraining 
from killing, stealing, 
lying, engaging in sexual 
misconduct, and consuming 
intoxicants. Similarly, 
in Christianity, the Ten 
Commandments outline 
moral principles that guide 
individuals toward righteous 

living. These teachings 
encourage individuals to 
act with integrity, respect, 
and kindness toward others, 
fostering social harmony and 
peace.

Spiritual teachings also 
encourage individuals to live 
in alignment with the greater 
good. In many traditions, 
selflessness and service to 
others are considered the 
highest virtues. By focusing 
on the welfare of others and 
acting with compassion, 
individuals can create a 
positive impact on the world 
around them.
The Role of 
Spirituality 
in Social and 
Environmental 
Awareness
S p i r i t u a l  t e a c h i n g s 
o f t e n  e mp h a s i z e  t h e 
interconnectedness of 
all living beings and the 
environment. Many spiritual 
traditions advocate for 
respect and stewardship 
of the Earth, recognizing 
that human beings are not 
separate from nature but part 
of a larger ecological system. 
In Hinduism, for example, 
the concept of Ahimsa (non-
violence) extends to all living 
beings, encouraging the 
protection of animals and 
the environment.

Similarly, in Buddhism, the 
principle of interdependence 
teaches that all phenomena 
are interconnected, and our 
actions have far-reaching 
c o n s e q u e n c e s .  T h i s 
understanding encourages 
individuals to act with 
mindfulness and care, not 
only toward other people 
but also toward the planet.

Spiritual teachings thus 
have a significant role in 
promoting environmental 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d 
social responsibility. By 
recognizing the sacredness 
of life and nature, individuals 
are motivated to live in a 
way that is harmonious 
with the Earth, practicing 
sustainability and promoting 
peace and justice in society.

The importance of spiri-
tual teachings in human life 
cannot be overstated. These 
teachings provide a frame-
work for personal growth, 
inner peace, and the search 
for meaning and purpose. 
They offer guidance on 
how to live a virtuous life, 
heal emotional wounds, 
and foster compassion and 
understanding toward oth-
ers. Spirituality encourages 
individuals to look inward, 
cultivate mindfulness, and 
develop a deeper connection 
with the world around them.

In a world that often 
prioritizes material success 
and external validation, 
spiritual teachings offer 
a  r e f u ge,  r e m i n d i n g 
individuals of their true 
nature and the deeper 
truths of existence. Whether 
t h r o u g h  m e d it at i o n , 
prayer, or ethical living, 
spiritual teachings provide 
a  path  toward inner 
peace, fulfillment, and 
enlightenment.

By embracing these 
teachings and integrating 
them into  dai ly  l i fe, 
individuals can experience 
profound transformation, 
creating a life filled with 
wisdom, compassion, and 
purpose. Ultimately, the 
pursuit of spiritual wisdom 
is a lifelong journey—one 
that leads to the realization 
of our highest potential and 
a deeper connection with the 
divine and the universe.

The power of spiritual teachings: Path to peace and enlightenment

Buddha Purnima: Celebrating the Birth, 
Enlightenment, and Nirvana of Lord Buddha
TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR
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aniel Pearl was a 
respected Ameri-
can journal ist 

and the South Asia 
Bureau Chief for The Wall 
Street Journal. Known for 
his thoughtful reporting 
and deep curiosity, Pearl was 
pursuing a story in Pakistan 
in early 2002, investigating 
links between extremist 
groups and terrorist net-
works following the 9/11 at-
tacks. His assignment took 
him to Karachi, where he 
was tracing the shadowy 
connections between mili-
tant groups and the failed 
shoe bomber, Richard Reid.

The kidnapping
On January 23, 2002, Pearl 

was kidnapped by a group of 
militants after being lured 
under the pretense of an in-
terview with a radical Islam-
ic cleric. The group, calling 
itself the “National Move-
ment for the Restoration of 
Pakistani Sovereignty,” later 
claimed responsibility. They 
circulated photographs of 
Pearl in captivity and issued 
a list of demands, including 
improved conditions for 
prisoners at Guantanamo 
Bay and the release of Paki-
stani detainees held by the 
U.S.

The execution and 
global outcry

Despite efforts by Ameri-
can and Pakistani authori-
ties to locate him, Pearl was 
murdered approximately a 
week after his abduction. A 
gruesome video showing his 
beheading surfaced in Feb-
ruary 2002, shocking the 
world and highlighting the 
growing threat to journalists 
operating in conflict zones.

His executioner was later 
identified as Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed, a senior Al-
Qaeda figure and the mas-
termind of the 9/11 attacks. 
However, the man initially 

arrested and convicted for 
the crime was Ahmed Omar 
Saeed Sheikh, a British-born 
Pakistani militant with a his-
tory of involvement in ex-
tremist activities. In 2002, 
Sheikh was sentenced to 
death by a Pakistani court.

Controver-
sial legal 
turn-
around

In April 2020, 
the Sindh High 
Court in Paki-
stan overturned 
Sheikh’s mur-
der conviction, 
reducing it to 
a lesser charge 
of kidnapping 
and ordering 
his release. The 
decis ion was 
condemned by 
Pearl’s family, the 
U.S. government, 
and human rights 
organizations 
across the 
world. It 
sparked 
fears 
about ju-

dicial accountability in Paki-
stan and the state’s failure to 
protect journalists.

Legacy
Daniel Pearl’s death be-

came a grim symbol 
of the dangers jour-
nalists face in 
conflict re-

gions. In his memory, the 
Daniel Pearl Foundation 
was established by his fam-
ily to promote cross-cultural 
understanding and press 
freedom. His story contin-
ues to resonate in the global 
media community as a re-
minder of the costs of truth-
telling in times of terror.
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n d i a  dow n s 
Pakistan’s 
AWACS, 3 jets in 

retal iat ion after 
drone missile attacks on 
J&K, Punjab, Rajasthan; 
no Indian casualties re-
ported.

India  on Thursday 

mounted 
a  p owe r f u l 
retaliation after 
an aerial offensive 
by Pakistan, destroying 
drones and missiles aimed 
at Indian cities and down-
ing Pakistan’s Airborne 
Warning and Control Sys-
tem (AWACS) aircraft—a 
major strategic asset for 
Islamabad.

According to reports, In-
dian forces also shot down 
three Pakistani fighter jets, 
including one F-16 and two 
JF-17s, marking a signifi-
cant blow to Pakistan’s air 
capabilities.

Pakistani missiles 
and drones tar-
get Indian states

The attack began late 
Thursday evening when 
Pakistan launched drones 
and missiles toward sever-
al Indian states bordering 
the Line of Control and in-
ternational border. Targets 
included civilian and mili-
tary areas across 
Jammu and 

Kash-
mir, Rajasthan, and 
Punjab.

The Indian Army 
swiftly responded. In a 
statement, it confirmed 
that all incoming drones 
were neutralised success-
fully. “No casualties were 
reported,” said the Army’s 
official release.

AWACS downed 
inside Pakistan’s 
Punjab province

Amid the retaliatory 

strikes, India brought 
down Pakistan’s AWACS 
aircraft within Pakistani 
territory, specifically in 
Punjab province. The 
move is seen as a major set-
back for Pakistan’s air sur-
veillance and operational 
planning capabilities.

Reports described the 
Indian response as “fierce 

counterstrikes,” 
which contin-

ue amid 
height-

ened 
ten-
sions 

be- tween 
the two coun-

tries. 

The 
loss  of  the 
AWACS and fighter 

aircraft is considered a 
critical blow for Pakistan.

What Is an AWACS 
aircraft?

The Airborne Warning 
and Control System, or 
AWACS, plays a vital role 
in modern military op-

erations. Fitted with a dis-
tinctive radar dome, these 
aircraft are built for long-
range radar surveillance 
and real-time command 
and control of air defence 
missions.

Designed to detect, track, 
and identify both aerial 
and surface targets over 
vast distances, AWACS 
serves as the eyes and ears 
of any air force. “It is a criti-
cal asset in any conflict,” 
said a defence expert. “It 
doesn’t just monitor the 
skies—it commands the 
battle from above.”

These aircraft can 
relay vital infor-

mation to 
command 
centres on land, 
at sea, or in the air, 
enabling seamless coordi-
nation between fighter jets, 
surface-to-air missile sys-
tems, and ground-based 
radar units.
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A journalist who changed how public 
sees terrorism today

A glimpse of AWACS: Pakistan’s 
surveillance aircraft 

ONE phone call: US role in India-Pak conflict de-escalatiON

fter four days of 
intense military 
tension between 

India and Pakistan, 
both nuclear-armed neigh-
bours agreed to halt hostili-
ties, ending a crisis that had 
kept the world on edge. The 
breakthrough came at 3:35 
PM on Saturday through a 
phone call between Paki-

stan’s Director General of 
Military Operations, Major 
General Kashif Abdullah, 
and his Indian counter-
part, Lieutenant General 
Rajiv Ghai.

Pakistan proposed a 
ceasefire, and India re-
sponded positively, accord-
ing to people familiar with 
the matter. However, In-
dian Foreign Secretary Vi-
kram Misri later confirmed 
that Pakistan breached this 
agreement later the same 
evening.

The de-escalation came 
after India launched a series 
of targeted military strikes 
under Operation Sindoor, 
in response to the April 22 
terror attack in Pahalgam. 
On May 7, India struck nine 
terror hubs in Pakistan and 
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK). These were fol-
lowed by more military ac-
tions targeting Pakistani air 
bases, radar installations, 
and command centres.

India maintained that its 
actions were defensive and 
proportionate. Officials 
said New Delhi responded 

to Islamabad’s missile and 
drone attacks on Indian 
military sites. They em-
phasized that the objective 
of Operation Sindoor was 
to combat terrorism and 
send a strong message to 
Pakistan: any future terror 
attack would be treated as 
an act of war.

A key factor in achiev-
ing the ceasefire was the 
intervention of the United 
States. Sources said that 
pressure from Washington, 
particularly the prospect of 
a conditional International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) bail-
out for Pakistan, played a 
critical role. US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio called 
Pakistan Army Chief Gen-
eral Asim Munir on Satur-
day, urging him to de-esca-
late and offering support 
for peaceful talks.

Rubio later posted on X: 
“Over the past 48 hours, 
VP Vance and I have en-
gaged with senior Indian 
and Pakistani officials, 
including Prime Minis-
ters Narendra Modi and 
Shehbaz Sharif, External 

Affairs Minister Subrah-
manyam Jaishankar, Chief 
of Army Staff Asim Munir, 
and National Security Ad-
visors Ajit Doval and Asim 
Malik.”

According to CNN, Vice 
President Vance, who was 

in India during the Pahal-
gam attack—spoke with 
Prime Minister Modi as 
the White House assessed 
a high risk of rapid escala-
tion. However, CNN clari-
fied that the Trump admin-
istration was not involved 

in drafting the ceasefire 
deal.

Interestingly, the nego-
tiations bypassed the usual 
diplomatic channels. There 
was no interaction between 
the foreign ministers or 
national security advisors 
of India and Pakistan. In-
stead, the military-to-mili-
tary channel facilitated the 
ceasefire.

During a press briefing 
before the ceasefire was 
confirmed, Indian Army 

Colonel Sofiya Qureshi 
and Air Force Wing Com-
mander Vyomika Singh 
said India was willing to 
de-escalate if Pakistan did 
the same. Singh mentioned 
Pakistan’s troop move-
ments to forward areas, 
warning of their offensive 
intentions, but reiterated 
India’s commitment to 
peace.

Meanwhile, in Pakistan, 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif informed major po-
litical party leaders that the 
country had “avenged the 
blood of innocents” , a mes-
sage many analysts inter-
preted as a sign of moving 
toward de-escalation. Earli-
er in the day, Pakistan’s mil-
itary claimed that a meeting 
of the National Command 
Authority, which controls 
the nuclear arsenal, was 
called. However, Defence 
Minister Khawaja Asif later 
denied this, saying no such 
meeting was held or sched-
uled.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar also hinted at 
stepping back, stating in a 

media interview, “If India 
stopped its military actions, 
then Pakistan will consider 
stopping here.”

Sharif later posted on 
X: “We thank President 
Trump for his leadership 
and proactive role for peace 
in the region. Pakistan ap-
preciates the United States 
for facilitating this out-
come, which we have ac-
cepted in the interest of re-
gional peace and stability.”

Despite the ceasefire, In-
dian authorities made it 
clear that there would be no 
political dialogue or meet-
ings. Measures such as put-
ting the Indus Water Treaty 
in abeyance will remain in 
place. Officials said that 
India had made its position 
clear: state-sponsored ter-
ror from Pakistan would 
not go unanswered.

Indian defence officials 
also said that Operation 
Sindoor had demonstrated 
India’s capability to hit key 
military targets in Pakistan, 
including strategic loca-
tions like Rawalpindi.
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Prime 
Minister 
Shehbaz 
Sharif 
posted on X: 
“We thank 
President 
Trump for his 
leadership 
and proactive 
role for peace 
in the region.”

Daniel Pearl, a Wall Street Journal reporter, appears in this 
image sent by his kidnappers after he was abducted in Karachi 
on January 23, 2002. (Getty Images)

An Indian soldier patrols near the Clock Tower in Srinagar a day after the ceasefire, May 11, 
2025. (AP Photo)

Pakistani Kashmiris inspect debris after Indian shelling in Neelum Valley; cross-border clashes 
killed and injured dozens. (Getty)

Twelve Mirage 2000 jets dropped 1000-kg laser-guided bombs on terror camps across LoC; Jaguars recorded 
the strikes. (ANI)

Republican presidential nominee, former President 
Donald Trump holds a campaign rally at the PPG 
Paints Arena on November 04, 2024 in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. (Getty)

a

DI His assignment took 
him to Karachi, 
where he was 
tracing the shadowy 
connections 
between militant 
groups and the 
failed shoe bomber, 
Richard Reid.

Local residents and members of the media examine a building damaged by a suspected Indian missile attack 
near Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, on May 7. Asia Nikkei

Mariane 
Pearl, widow 
of journalist 
Daniel Pearl, 
holds their 
son Adam in 
a December 
2002 portrait 
taken in New 
York. (Getty 
Images)

India 
shot down Paki-

stan’s AWACS. X post



KYIV WELCOMES MOSCOW’S OFFER, BUT SAYS 
CEASEFIRE MUST COME BEFORE PEACE TALKS 

Faithful crowd St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican, where newly elected Pope Leo XIV will 
deliver his first Sunday blessing from the central balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica following 
the traditional Regina Caeli prayer at noon on Sunday. � Agencies

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy on Sunday 

welcomed Russia’s offer 
for direct peace talks, but 
insisted there must be a 
full, temporary ceasefire in 
place before negotiations 
can start.

Zelenskyy, writing on X, 
said it was a “positive sign 
that the Russians have fi-
nally begun to consider 
ending the war” and said 
that “the entire world has 
been waiting for this for a 
very long time.”

He added, however, that 
“the very first step in truly 
ending any war is a cease-
fire,” in a reference to his 

proposal to start a 30-day 
unconditional truce on 
Monday.

“There is no point in con-
tinuing the killing even 
for a single day. We expect 

Russia to confirm a cease-
fire — full, lasting, and reli-
able — starting tomorrow, 
May 12th, and Ukraine is 
ready to meet,” Zelenskyy 

said.
Russian President Vladi-

mir Putin in remarks to the 
media overnight effectively 
rejected that ceasefire offer 
and proposed restarting 
direct talks with Ukraine 
in Istanbul on Thursday 
instead “without precondi-
tions.” He said a ceasefire 
might be agreed on during 
the negotiations.

Putin’s counter-offer 
came after leaders from 
four major European 
countries threatened to 
ratchet up pressure on 
Moscow if it does not ac-
cept an unconditional 30-
day ceasefire in Ukraine.

French President Em-
manuel Macron, Brit-
ish Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer, German Chan-

cellor Friedrich Merz and 
Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk met with 
Zelenskyy in Kyiv on Sat-
urday and issued a coor-
dinated call for the truce 
starting Monday. The plan 
has received backing from 
both the European Union 
and U.S. President Donald 
Trump. In a social media 
post several hours after 
Putin’s overnight remarks 
about peace talks, Trump 
said it was “a potentially 
great day for Russia and 
Ukraine!”

“I will continue to work 
with both sides to make 
sure that it happens. The 
USA wants to focus, in-
stead, on Rebuilding and 
Trade. A BIG week upcom-
ing!” he added.

AGENCIES
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US President Donald Trump on 
Sunday praised the “strong and un-
waveringly powerful” leadership 
of India and Pakistan for reaching 
a “ceasefire” and offered to work 
with them for a “solution” on the 
Kashmir issue.

India has always maintained that 
the Kashmir issue is a bilateral mat-
ter and there is no space for any 
third party. India asserts that the 
Union Territory of Jammu & Kash-
mir and the Union Territory of La-
dakh are and always will be integral 
and inalienable parts of it.

“I will work with you both to see 
if, after a “thousand years,” a solu-
tion can be arrived at concerning 
Kashmir. God Bless the leadership 
of India and Pakistan on a job well 
done!!!” Trump said in a post on 
Truth Social.

His comments came hours after 
India and Pakistan on Saturday 
reached an understanding to stop 
all firings and military actions on 

land, air and sea, with immediate 
effect.

“I am very proud of the strong and 
unwaveringly powerful leadership 
of India and Pakistan for having the 
strength, wisdom, and fortitude to 
fully know and understand that it 
was time to stop the current aggres-
sion that could have lead (led) to the 
death and destruction of so many, 
and so much,” Trump said.

“Millions of good and innocent 
people could have died! Your leg-
acy is greatly enhanced by your 
brave actions. I am proud that the 
USA was able to help you arrive at 

this historic and heroic decision,” 
Trump said.

He went on to say that even 
though this has not been discussed, 
he is going to “increase trade sub-
stantially with both of these great 
Nations.” In Islamabad, Pakistan’s 
Foreign Office Sunday said it appre-
ciates President Trump’s “willing-
ness to support efforts aimed at the 
resolution of the Jammu and Kash-
mir dispute”.

Trump on Saturday announced 
that India and Pakistan have agreed 
to a “full and immediate ceasefire” 
after a “long night” of talks.

Soon after Trump’s announce-
ment, Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri said that the directors general 
of military operations (DGMOs) of 
India and Pakistan have agreed to 
stop all firings and military action 
on land, air and sea with effect from 
5 pm (IST) on Saturday.

Tensions between India and Paki-
stan soared after the Indian Armed 
Forces hit terror launchpads in Pak-
istan and Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) last week in response to 

the Pahalgam terror attack.
US Secretary of State Marco Ru-

bio on Saturday said that over the 
past 48 hours, Vice President J D 
Vance and he engaged with senior 
Indian and Pakistani officials, “in-
cluding Prime Ministers Narendra 
Modi and Shehbaz Sharif, External 
Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar, Chief of Army Staff 
Asim Munir, and National Security 
Advisors Ajit Doval and Asim Ma-
lik.” “I am pleased to announce the 
Governments of India and Pakistan 
have agreed to an immediate cease-
fire and to start talks on a broad set 
of issues at a neutral site,” Rubio 
said.

Vance had also expressed grati-
tude to the leaders of India and Pak-
istan for their “hard work and will-
ingness to engage in this ceasefire.” 
“Great work from the President’s 
team, especially Secretary Rubio. 
And my gratitude to the leaders of 
India and Pakistan for their hard 
work and willingness to engage in 
this ceasefire,” Vance said in a post 
on X.

Iran and the United States held a fourth 
round of negotiations Sunday over 
Tehran’s rapidly advancing nuclear 
program , just ahead of  a visit by Presi-
dent Donald Trump to the Middle East  
this week. 

The talks ran for some three hours in 
Muscat, the capital of Oman, which has 
been mediating the negotiations, said a 
U.S. official. Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Esmail Baghaei also said 
the talks took place that long and that 
a decision on the next round of talks is 
under discussion.

Baghaei called the talks “difficult but 
useful.” The U.S. official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity to discuss the 
closed-door negotiations, offered a little 
bit more, describing them as being both 

indirect and direct. 
“Agreement was reached to move for-

ward with the talks to continue working 
through technical elements,” the U.S. 
official said. “We are encouraged by 
today’s outcome and look forward to 
our next meeting, which will happen 
in the near future.”

Iran insisted they only took place indi-
rectly — possibly over internal political 
pressures within the Islamic Republic.

The talks seek to limit Iran’s nuclear 
program in exchange for the lifting of 
some of the crushing economic sanc-
tions the U.S. has imposed on the Is-

lamic Republic, closing in on half a 
century of enmity.

Trump has repeatedly threatened 
to unleash airstrikes targeting Iran’s 
program if a deal isn’t reached. Iranian 
officials increasingly warn that they 
could pursue a nuclear weapon with 
their stockpile of uranium enriched to 
near weapons-grade levels. Meanwhile, 
Israel has threatened to strike Iran’s 
nuclear facilities on their own if it feels 
threatened, further complicating ten-
sions in the Mideast already spiked by 
the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. 

Iranian state television announced the 
talks had begun. There was no immedi-
ate comment from the U.S. side. 

The fourth round comes ahead of 
Trump’s trip The talks again saw Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 
and U.S. Mideast envoy Steve Witkoff  
lead the negotiations . 

Senior U.S. and Chinese offi-
cials met again on Sunday in 
Geneva, two sources famil-
iar with the situation told 
Reuters, to resume weekend 
talks aimed at cooling the 
trade war that threatens to 
seriously damage the global 
economy.

Chinese Vice Premier He 
Lifeng met for about eight 
hours on Saturday with U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Scott 

Bessent and U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative Jamieson Greer 
in their first face-to-face 
meeting since the world’s 
two largest economies im-
posed tariffs well above 
100% on each other’s goods.

Neither side commented 
on Saturday about the sub-
stance of the discussions 
nor signalled any specific 
progress towards reducing 
steep trade barriers as meet-
ings at the residence of Swit-
zerland’s ambassador to the 
U.N. concluded.

But later, U.S. President 
Donald Trump gave a posi-
tive reading of the talks, 
saying the two sides had ne-
gotiated “a total reset … in a 
friendly, but constructive, 
manner.”

“A very good meeting 
today with China, in Swit-
zerland. Many things dis-
cussed, much agreed to,” 
Trump posted on his Truth 
Social platform.

Trump added: “We want 
to see, for the good of both 
China and the U.S., an open-

ing up of China to American 
business. GREAT PROG-
RESS MADE!!!” He did not 
elaborate on the progress.

The negotiating teams are 
meeting at the gated U.N. 
ambassador’s villa, which 
has its own private park 
overlooking Lake Geneva 
in the leafy suburb of Co-
logny.

Switzerland was chosen 
as the location following 
approaches by Swiss politi-
cians on recent visits to Chi-
na and the United States.

Trump praises ‘strong, unwaveringly 
powerful’ leadership of India, Pakistan

Iran, US conclude 4th round of negotiations 
over Tehran’s nuclear programme

US-China talks to defuse trade 
row resume in Geneva

Turkey is ready to host peace 
talks between Russia and 
Ukraine in Istanbul again, 
President Tayyip Erdogan 
told his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin in a phone 
call on Sunday, Erdogan’s 
office said.

Putin earlier on Sunday 
proposed direct talks with 
Ukraine in Istanbul aimed 
at ending the war. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skiy said Kyiv was willing to 
talk but Moscow must first 
agree to a ceasefire.

Putin made the offer in a 
televised statement from the 
Kremlin that began after 1:30 
a.m. local time on Sunday 
(2230 GMT Saturday).

In their later phone call, 

Erdogan welcomed Putin’s 
statement and said Turkey 
was ready to host negotia-
tions that would lead to a 
permanent solution, ac-
cording to a readout from 
Erdogan’s office.

Erdogan also told Putin 
that a comprehensive cease-
fire would create the neces-

sary environment for peace 
talks, the readout said.

Putin’s proposal for direct 
talks with Ukraine came 
hours after major European 
powers including France de-
manded in Kyiv that Russia 
agree to an unconditional 30-
day ceasefire or face “mas-
sive” new sanctions.
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Turkey ready to host 
Russia-Ukraine peace talks

Putin rejected the ceasefire, suggested talks in Istanbul, with a potential 
ceasefire discussed during negotiations.
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WASHINGTON:  Iran is preparing to deliver in the 
near future launchers for short-range ballistic missiles 
that the U.S. said Tehran sent to Russia last year for use 
against Ukraine, according to two Western security of-
ficials and a regional official.

Iran denied it had such plans and dismissed the idea 
as “utterly absurd”.

The delivery of the Fath-360 launchers – if it occurs 
– would help support Russia’s grinding assault on its 
neighbor and reaffirm the deepening security ties be-
tween Moscow and Tehran.

With a 75-mile (120-km) range, the Fath-360 would 
give Moscow’s forces a new weapon to fire at Ukrainian 
frontline troops, nearby military targets, and popula-
tion centers close to the border with Russia, analysts 
said. 

The U.S. last September said that Iran delivered the 
missiles to Russia on nine Russian-flagged ships – 
which it sanctioned – and three sources told Reuters at 
that time that the launchers were not included.

The Western security officials and the regional official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, said the delivery 
of the Fath-360 launchers was imminent.

They declined to provide further details of the pend-
ing transfer, including why they thought the launchers 
were not delivered with the missiles.

Iran to send Russia launch-
ers for short-range missiles

Ceasefire Proposal
n	 Zelenskyy proposed a 30-day unconditional 

ceasefire starting May 12.
n	 EU leaders and Trump backed Zelenskyy’s call 

for a ceasefire.
n	 Macron supported talks but 

stressed a ceasefire must 
come first.

n	 Russia resumed drone at-
tacks on Ukraine after 
a three-day pause, 
despite diplomatic 
efforts.

Turkish President Tayyip 
Erdogan.� (file photo)

Israeli strikes overnight and 
into Sunday killed 13 people 
in the Gaza Strip, mostly 
women and children, ac-
cording to local health of-
ficials.

Two of the strikes hit tents 
in the southern city of Khan 
Younis, each killing two 
children and their parents, 
according to Nasser Hos-
pital, which received the 
bodies. Another five people 
were killed in strikes else-
where, according to hospi-
tals.

The Israeli military says 
it only targets militants 
and tries to avoid harming 
civilians. It blames Hamas 
for civilian deaths in the 
19-month-old war because 
the militants are embedded 
in densely populated areas. 
There was no immediate Is-
raeli comment on the latest 
strikes.

Israel has sealed Gaza off 
from all imports, includ-
ing food, medicine and 
emergency shelter, for over 
10 weeks in what it says is 
a pressure tactic aimed at 
forcing Hamas to release 
hostages. Israel resumed its 
offensive in March, shatter-
ing a ceasefire that had fa-
cilitated the release of more 
than 30 hostages.

The U.N. and aid groups 
say food and other supplies 
are running low and hunger 

is widespread.
Children carrying empty 

bottles raced after a water 
tanker in a devastated area 
of northern Gaza on Sun-
day. Residents of the built-
up Shati refugee camp said 
the water was brought by a 
charity from elsewhere in 
Gaza. Without it, they rely 
on wells that are salty and 
often polluted.

“I am forced to drink salty 
water, I have no choice,” said 
Mahmoud Radwan. “This 
causes intestinal disease, 
and there’s no medicine to 
treat it.”

COGAT, the Israeli mili-
tary body in charge of Pal-
estinian civilian affairs, says 
enough aid entered during 
a two-month ceasefire this 
year and that two of the 
three main water lines from 
Israel are still functioning. 
Aid groups say the human-
itarian crisis is worse than 
at any time in the 19-month 
war.

U.S. President Donald 
Trump, whose administra-
tion has voiced full support 
for Israel’s actions, is set to 
visit Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates this week in a regional 
tour that will not include 
Israel.

The war began when 
Hamas-led militants at-
tacked southern Israel on 
Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 
1,200 people, mostly civil-
ians, and taking 251 hostage. 

Israeli strikes on Gaza kill 11 people, 
mostly women and children
AGENCIES
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip 

JERUSALEM: Israel’s Foreign Minister Gideon Saar 
said Sunday that the country has fully endorsed US 
President Donald Trump’s aid plan for Gaza, laid out 
by the American envoy to Israel.

Israel has blocked aid from entering the Palestinian 
territory since early March, a move aid groups say has 
led to severe shortages of food, clean water, fuel and 
medicine.

Despite fears of looming famine, Israel has denied 
a humanitarian crisis is unfolding in Gaza and said 
the blockade would place pressure on militant group 
Hamas, who sparked the war in Gaza with its October 
7, 2023 attack on southern Israel.

“Israel fully endorses the Trump Administration’s 
plan presented on Friday by US Ambassador to Israel, 
Mr. Mike Huckabee,” Saar said at a press conference 
in Jerusalem with his German counterpart, Johann 
Wadephul. Saar commended the plan, saying that it 
would allow aid to reach civilians while directly by-
passing Hamas, which he accused of stealing aid and 
using “it to feed its war machine”.

Israeli foreign minister says 
country fully endorses US 
aid plan for Gaza

Palestinians mourn their relatives who were killed in an 
overnight Israeli airstrike, at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis, 
Gaza Strip. � Agencies

world the daily guardian review
monday |  12  may 2025
new delhi12



13movies & ottthe daily guardian review
monday |  12  may 2025

new delhi

BRAIN PICKING

Unfiltered photos always get more attention. Filters 
are easy to discern.

— ANANYA PANDAY
(Indian Actress)

Rasha Thadani poses for her social media. (ANI)

Picture perfect

The film industry remem-
bered one of its popular 
makeup artists, Vikram 
Gaikwad, who passed away 
in Mumbai on Saturday.

The renowned makeup 
artist, known for his detailed 
work, was one of the most 
respected names in both 
Hindi and Marathi cinema. 
From Aamir Khan to Ran-
veer Singh, several Bolly-
wood celebs paid tribute to 
Gaikwad, remembering not 
just his work but also his 
gentle nature and dedication 
to the craft.

Aamir,  who worked 
with Gaikwad in films like 
Dangal, PK, and Rang De 
Basanti, shared a message 
remembering the makeup 
artist through Aamir Khan 
Productions' Instagram 
post.

"It is with great sorrow 
that we say goodbye to the 
legendary makeup artist 
Vikram Gaikwad. I had the 
pleasure of working with 
him in films like Dangal, 
PK, and Rang De Basanti, 
to name a few. He was a true 
master of his craft, and his 
work transformed many ac-

tors into unforgettable char-
acters that will live forever 
on screen. Heartfelt condo-
lences to the family from me 
and everyone at AKP. We 
will miss you, Dada," the su-
perstar said in a statement.

Take a look
Ranveer Singh,  who 

worked with him on the 
film 83, shared Gaikwad's 
photo on Instagram with a 
simple note: "Dada," along 
with emoticons of a dove and 
folded hands.

Actor Varun Dhawan also 
remembered Gaikwad from 

their collaboration on Bad-
lapur.

"Calling him a 'true magi-
cian,' the actor wrote: 'I had 
the pleasure of working with 
Vikram Gaikwad sir in Bad-
lapur. He helped me design 
my look in every detail. A 
true magician who pushed 
Indian cinema ahead. Thank 
you, Dada. Om Shanti.'"

Actor Arjun Kapoor, who 
collaborated with Gaikwad 
on Panipat, took to his Ins-
tagram Stories, describing 
him as "a gentle soul with a 
gracious stroke of genius."

Sanam Teri Kasam direc-
tors Radhika Rao and Vi-
nay Sapru have come down 
heavily on Pakistani actors 
for their ‘silence or worse, 
statements’ on terrorism, 
especially after India’s re-
cent military strike on the 
Pahalgam terror attack. 
The filmmakers, who had 

employed Mawra Hocane 
in their 2016 romance film, 
backed a total ban on Paki-
stani talent in the Indian 
film industry.

During the heightening 
tensions between India 
and Pakistan, Radhika and 
Vinay also released a state-
ment wholeheartedly sup-
porting the Indian govern-
ment for deciding to deny 
entry to Pakistani artists. 

Describing the actors who 
have previously performed 
in India, they asserted,

“Innocent Indian lives 
are still being lost to years 
of cross-border terrorism. 
And more disappointing 
than this is the silence or 
worse, the words of Paki-
stani actors who have pre-
viously worked in India, 
accepting love, respect, and 
opportunity.”

Bollywood celebs remember 
make-up artist Vikram Gaikwad

Directors Radhika, Vinay support govt’s ban on Pakistani actors

Aamir, who worked with Gaikwad in 
films like Dangal, PK, and Rang De 

Basanti, shared a message remembering 
the makeup artist through Aamir 

Khan Productions' Instagram post.

Actor and Punjab Kings 
co-owner Preity Zinta ad-
dressed fans following the 
sudden cancellation of the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2025 match between 
Punjab Kings (PBKS) and 
Delhi Capitals (DC) at the 
Dharamshala stadium ear-
lier this week.

The match was halted 
after just 10.1 overs due to 
security concerns related to 
the rising tensions between 
India and Pakistan along 
the border.

On Sunday, the actress 
took to her Instagram ac-
count to thank her fans 
and also apologise for being 
'curt' and saying "no to pic-

tures" at the moment.
Thanking everyone who 

helped with the safe evacu-
ation, the actress, in her 
tweet, wrote, "Finally back 
home after a crazy few days. 
A heartfelt thank you to In-
dian Railways and our Rail-
way Minister Mr. Ashwini 
Vaishnaw for helping both 
IPL teams, officials, and 
families leave Dharamshala 

safely, swiftly, and com-
fortably. A big thank you 
to @JayShah, Mr. Arun 
Dhumal, BCCI, our CEO 
Mr. Satish Menon, and the 
operations team of @Pun-
jabKingsIPL for coordinat-
ing the evacuation of our 
stadium in Dharamshala 
safely and in an orderly 
manner. Everything was 
handled so well."

Preity Zinta apologises to fans for being 
‘curt’ at Dharamshala Stadium 
TdG NETWORK
Mumbai 

Big B salutes Indian Army

Bollywood veteran Am-
itabh Bachchan has ex-
pressed profound admira-
tion for the Indian Army's 
valour following the recent 
Pahalgam terror attack 
and the military's retalia-
tory Operation Sindoor.

Speaking publicly for the 
first time on the matter, 
Bachchan shared an emo-
tionally charged message 
on social media just hours 
after India and Pakistan 
formally announced a 
ceasefire.

Bachchan had refrained 
from commenting imme-
diately after the gruesome 

attack in Pahalgam, where 
terrorists targeted inno-
cent tourists.

However, on Sunday 
morning, he posted a 
heartfelt tribute that not 
only condemned the bru-
tality but also honoured 
the Indian forces for their 
decisive response.

In a heartfelt post on X, 
the legendary actor de-
scribed the horrific scene 
in Pahalgam, writing, 
"While celebrating the 
holidays, that monster 
dragged the innocent cou-
ple outside, stripped the 
husband naked, and after 
fulfilling his duty, started 

shooting him," adding, 
"Even after the wife fell on 
her knees and cried and 
requested not to kill her 
husband, that cowardly 
monster shot her husband 
very ruthlessly, making 
the wife a widow."

In a moment of literary 
poignancy, Bachchan re-
flected on the emotional 
toll through a reference 
to a line from a poem by 
his late father, renowned 
poet  Harivansh Rai 
Bachchan.

"Hai Chita ki raakh kar 
me, maangti sindoor du-
niya," ("There are ashes of 
the funeral pyre, the world 
is asking for vermilion.")

TdG NETWORK
New Delhi

Kareena Kapoor Khan, 
Allu Arjun, Anil 
Kapoor, and Karan 

Johar were among several 
film celebrities who extend-
ed their heartfelt wishes on 
International Mother's Day 
2025 on Sunday. Every year, 
International Mother's Day is 
celebrated on the second Sun-
day of May to honour moth-
ers and maternal figures. Ka-
reena shared a post about the 
"strength" of a mother on her 
Instagram Stories. 

"Pushpa" star Allu Arjun 
shared a series of pictures of 
his mother, his wife Sneha, 
and his mother-in-law on 
his X page. "Happy Moth-
er’s Day to all the incredible 
mothers out there #Moth-
ersDay," he wrote. > Happy 

Mother’s Day to all the in-
credible mothers out there 
❤️ > #MothersDay pic.twitter.
com/0ID8tyo17k > — Allu 
Arjun (@alluarjun) May 
11, 2025 Producer Boney 
Kapoor and actors Anil 
Kapoor and Sanjay Kapoor, 
who lost their mother Nir-
mal Kapoor last week, re-
membered her in emotional 
social media posts.

 "Maa, You were my dear-
est hello and my hardest 

goodbye," Boney Kapoor 
wrote on Instagram. "Hap-
py Mother's Day," Anil Ka-
poor said on his Instagram 
Stories. "Happy Mother's 
Day... Today and always," 
wrote Sanjay Kapoor in an 
Instagram post. In an ap-
parent expression of grati-
tude, actor Suniel Shetty 
wished the mothers of In-
dian armed forces person-
nel amid the India-Pakistan 
military conflict. "Happy 

mother's day... To all the 
brave mothers and to the 
Motherland," Shetty wrote. 
Karan wished his mother, 
producer Hiroo Johar, with 
a post captioned: "Love love 
love love love love YOU!!!!!!! 

#happymothersday." 
Sunny Deol shared a video 
on his Instagram handle 
that featured a series of pic-
tures of the actor alongside 
his mother, Prakash Kaur. 
"To the woman who gave 
me everything without 
ever asking for anything 
in return - your love is my 
greatest gift. Happy Moth-
er's Day, Mom," he wrote 
in the caption. Sanjay Dutt 
uploaded old pictures with 
his mother and cinema star 
Nargis on Instagram, writ-
ing "I miss you everyday 
and love you maa, happy 
Mother's Day." 

KAREENA, ANIL, ALLU ARJUN EXTEND 
WISHES ON MOTHER’S DAY
TdG NETWORK
New Delhi  

TdG NETWORK
Mumbai 

TdG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Shakira recalls convincing label to add 'Hips Don't Lie' to album

Shakira recently shared the 
story behind the creation 
and inclusion of her hit song 
'Hips Don't Lie' featuring 
Wyclef Jean on her album 
Oral Fixation, Vol. 2.

According to The Holly-
wood Reporter, the song, 
which became a massive 
hit, was not initially part of 
the album.

Shakira revealed on The 
Tonight Show Starring Jim-
my Fallon that she had to 
convince her label to repur-
pose the albums to include 

the song.
"I knew I had a hit," she 

said, recalling her conver-
sation with Donny Lenner, 
the head of Epic Records at 

the time.
Shakira shared during the 

conversation that she had a 
dream about working with 
Wyclef Jean the night before 

her manager called her to 
propose a collaboration.

After working with Wyclef, 
she was convinced that 'Hips 
Don't Lie' would be a hit and 
insisted that the label add it 
to the album.

The label initially hesitated, 
as the albums had already 
been distributed. However, 
Shakira's conviction ulti-
mately won out, and the 
albums were repackaged to 
include the song.

Meghan Markle, the Duch-
ess of Sussex, offered a rare 
look into her private life 
with Prince Harry, posting 
affectionate photos and vid-
eos from their recent date 
night at Beyonce's Cowboy 
Carter Tour held at SoFi Sta-
dium in Los Angeles.

In a heartfelt Instagram 
post shared on May 10, 
Meghan thanked the pop 
icon and her team for a "very 
fun date night," writing, 

"About last night.... Thank 
you @beyonce and team for 
an amazing concert (and 
a very fun date night)! All 

love."
The post included several 

warm moments of the cou-
ple, featuring Meghan and 
Harry cuddling and even 
sharing a kiss on the cheek.

The couple, who tied the 
knot in 2018, rarely share 
public displays of affection. 
However, the post offered 
fans a candid look at their 
chemistry and happiness.

One image showed Meghan 
dancing while wearing Har-
ry's cowboy-style hat, a play-
ful tribute to the concert's 
Western theme.

Meghan Markle shares romantic 
moments with Prince Harry 
Agencies
Los Angeles 

Agencies
Washington 

The label initially hesitated, as the 
albums had already been distributed. 

However, Shakira's conviction 
ultimately won out, and the albums 

were repackaged to include the song.



Stepping into Naukuchia 
House felt less like ar-
riving at a hotel and 

more like being embraced 
by the serene Kumaon hills 
themselves. From the mo-
ment I was greeted with the 
soulful resonance of the rose 
petals shower, a tradition 
beautifully revived, I knew 
this staycation was going 
to be something special. 
The two artisanal welcome 
brews, the Jamun & Betel 
Leaf Cold Brew and the Hi-
malayan Malta & Sea Buck-
thorn Warm Brew, served on 
that elegant bronze tray with 
leaf-wrapped glasses, were 
a delightful and thoughtful 
introduction to the region’s 
unique flavours.

My Premium Lake View 
Room was an absolute sanc-
tuary. The tasteful décor, a 
harmonious blend of con-
temporary style and subtle 
nods to local craftsmanship, 
created an atmosphere of un-
derstated luxury. Waking up 
to the breathtaking vista of 
Naukuchiatal Lake shim-
mering through the large 
windows was a daily dose 
of pure tranquility. The at-
tention to detail was evident 
everywhere, from the plush 
bedding to the well-appoint-
ed bathroom.

Dining at Ija, the all-day 
restaurant, was a culinary 
journey through the heart of 
Kumaon. Each dish felt like a 
story lovingly prepared, just 
as the press note described. 
The Kumaoni Thali was an 
explosion of authentic re-
gional tastes, each compo-
nent distinct and delicious. 
The Aloo Gutka and Gahat 
Ki Dal was a revelation – the 
slow-cooked curry exuded 
a comforting, home-cooked 
warmth. And the Vadi Ki 
Sabzi and Lahsooni Palak, so 
fresh and simply seasoned, 
allowed the natural flavour 
to shine. The promise of ma-
ternal, regional love infused 
in every dish truly resonated. 
The handcrafted cocktails at 
Ija, inspired by local botani-
cals, were just as inventive 
and refreshing. Besides the 
Kumaoni Thali, we also sa-
voured their breakfast buf-
fets, chinese, pan-asian, and 
mughlai cuisine - all of which 
resonated with the proper-
ty’s promise of luxury and 
comfort! 

Beyond the exquisite food 
and comfortable rooms, it 
was the genuine warmth 
of the hospitality that truly 
stood out. Every member of 
the staff seemed genuinely 
invested in ensuring a mem-
orable stay. From the seam-
less check-in to the helpful 
recommendations for local 

excursions, their attentive-
ness was both professional 
and heartfelt. The tempera-

ture-controlled outdoor pool 
offered a refreshing escape 
with stunning views, and 

the exclusive lake access 
truly sets Naukuchia House 
apart. And oh, how can I for-

get the Spa? I indulged into 
an authentic 45 minutes oil 
champi (head massage) and 

I slept through it and how! 
All my tension just van-
ished with the first swipe of 
my masseuse and that was 
clearly one of the best spa 
experiences of my life.

Naukuchia House also of-
fered a plethora of experi-
ences designed to immerse 
guests in the natural beauty 
and cultural richness of the 
region. The Naukuchia For-
est Bathing was a surpris-
ingly profound experience, 
a tranquil walk amongst 
the towering trees that left 
me feeling utterly rejuve-
nated. The in-house experi-
ences were equally engaging. 
Evenings were enchanting, 
with interesting stargazing 
sessions and the soothing 

melodies of live flute music 
and DJ across all meals!

What makes Naukuchia 
House truly special is its abil-
ity to offer a luxurious escape 
without feeling detached 
from its surroundings. It’s a 
place where you can savour 
authentic cuisine, immerse 
yourself in nature through 
thoughtfully curated expe-
riences, and be enveloped 
in genuine hospitality. My 
staycation here was not just 
a break; it was a soulful jour-
ney into the heart of the Ku-
maon, leaving me refreshed, 
rejuvenated, and longing to 
return! 

Do I recommend this haven 
for your next trip to Nauku-
chiatal? A total yes!

Whispers of the Hills: An Enchanting Escape 
at Naukuchia House

It was the kind of morning 
that felt like a promise. The 
mist hung low in the valleys 
and the air, fresh and crisp, 
whispered of adventure. My 
destination was the Nivriti 
Summit View, but my jour-
ney didn’t start with a gruel-
ling trek. It began at a hum-
ble homestay tucked away 
in the serene hills of Uttara-
khand, a place where time 
slowed down and nature 
unfolded its quiet wonders.

Before booking the place, in 
a brief conversation with the 
owner, Randhir Brar, I asked 
him why the place called 
Nivriti Summit View? He 
said, “ Nivriti means ‘bliss’ 
and that’s what this place is 
about. Snow-capped moun-
tains, peaceful and quiet 
surroundings, greenery, a 
slow-flowing river, amaz-
ing sunsets, relaxing around 
the clouds - makes it a perfect 
place to unwind, detox and 
enjoy a stress-free stay.”

The homestay was perched 
at 5400 feet in the Almora 
district, surrounded by trees 
and snowcapped mountain 
views of the Himalayan 
Range. The scent of pine 
trees filled the air and the 
sound of birdsong was the 
only thing that accompanied 
the soft rustling of leaves. Af-
ter a six-hour journey from 
New Delhi, we reached the 
homestay in the evening. 

The chef and the caretaker 
of the property greeted ev-
eryone with the warmth of 
someone who had long ago 
embraced the simplicity of 
mountain life. Their fami-
lies had lived here for gen-
erations and the homestay 
was more than just a place 
to stay; it was a window into 
the authentic life of the Ku-
maoni people.

After a warm meal of arhar 
dal, roti and aloo ki sabzi 
along with a locally made 
chutney that had just the 

right amount of tang, we 
called it a night. 

After gorging on burgers 
and relishing the piping hot 
tea, the chauffer shared the 
plan for the day. We decided 
to visit the Bhona Devi Tem-
ple – a temple which is 250 
years old. The temple houses 
a Shivling, a pillar of Kaal 
Bhairavnath and the sacred 
hearth of Harju Devta. 

As evening approached, 
the sky slowly turned shades 
of pink and orange, casting 
a golden hue over the moun-
tains. I sat on the balcony, 
sipping a cup of chai and 
watched the sun sink behind 

the peaks. In that moment, 
the world felt distant—dis-
tant from the noise, the rush, 
the chaos. Here, in the quiet 
hills, there was peace.

The next morning, after 
a hearty breakfast of ‘Aloo 
Ke Paranthe’ and a few sips 
of freshly brewed tea, we 
got ready to visit a hidden 
waterfall which was 25 km 
from the homestay. The path 
to reach the falls was steep 
but worth the effort to take a 
dip in the crystal-clear water 
of the pool. 

According to the plan, 
our next stop was to have a 
picnic near the Ramganga 
River. The staff had quickly 
set up a table and chairs 
for us. Opening the tiffin 
box, the fragrance of pulao, 
paratha and sandwiches 
along with sodas and juices 
made us hungrier than we 
were. The rustling of leaves 
and flowing water were the 
only music we could hear for 
hours without a single soul 
around us. 

By the time we reached 
the homestay, it became 
dark and the chauffeur had 
started to share the stories of 
leopard sightings in the area. 

As we were gearing up to 
leave the place, I couldn’t stop 
smiling thinking about my 
experience at the homestay. 
The views at Nivriti Summit 
View were breathtaking, yes, 
but it was the peaceful nights 
in the homestay, the quiet 
conversations with the fam-
ily and the simple, unhurried 
pace of life that made this 
journey unforgettable.

How to reach 
By air: Pantnagar is the 
nearest airport, 140 km 
away. 
By train: Kathgodam rail-
way station is the closest, 
100 km away.
Address: Nivriti Summit 
View Jihar, Near – Basot, 
Bhikiyasen Distt Almora, 
Uttarakhand, Pin 263860 
India

Restored Rambha: A jewel in 
Odisha’s crown
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Heard of restored 
palaces? If you are 
a fan of heritage 
havelis and 
vintage vibes, then 
Rambha Palace 
in Odisha is just 
meant for you
Many of us born in the late 
70s, early 80s were fed on 
narratives of history (books) 
which showcased our past 
as a series of defeats- one 
where we were constantly 
plundered, conquered and 
overpowered- sometimes by 
the Mughals, at other times 
by the British. The stories 
were more of conquest than 
valour, of plundering rather 
than pride, of regret than re-
vival.

 But today there are quite a 
few efforts being made to in-
still pride in our heritage, in 
our roots and culture. Going 
to Rambha Palace, a meticu-
lously restored 18th-century 
heritage property, on the 
banks of Chilika Lake in Odi-
sha was an exercise in div-
ing deep into Oriya culture.  
The architectural nuances, 
lotus-petal motifs, terracotta 
installations, ikat weaves, 
Dhokra tribal metalwork – 
and even the authentic local 
Oriya thali with as many 
options in non-vegetarian 
(esp seafood) as vegetarian 
(saag sabzi, fermented curd 
rice, kathal achaar) - all this 
offered an insight into the 
rich Odisha heritage. 

  The restoration of a 
200-year-old palace prop-
erty into a lakefront ho-
tel was the dream of Hi-
mangini Singh, Co-founder 
of Hunch Ventures, New 
D e l h i  b a s e d  ve nt u r e 
capital fund. Hunch Ven-
tures took over this property 
in 2018 after and then fol-
lowed a six-year restoration 
project, led by Sri Lankan 
architect Channa Daswatte, 
a protégé of Geoffrey Bawa. It 
was inaugurated as a bou-
tique hotel on Utkal Divas 
(Odisha Foundation Day 
held on April 1, 2024) by 
former chief minister Naveen 
Patnaik. Says Himangini 
Singh who spent her child-
hood in Odisha- “As a child, I 
would often come to Chilika 
Lake with my parents. It was 
pure nostalgia. In a beauti-
ful way, it felt like life had 
come full circle. Through 
this ambitious revival proj-
ect we are trying to breathe 
new life into a palace that 
once hosted the Utkal Con-
ference, a landmark moment 
in Odisha’s journey toward 
statehood. Rambha Palace is 
not just a luxury destination, 
it is a cultural beacon, a place 
for guests to immerse them-
selves in the rich heritage and 
vibrant traditions of Odisha.”

 The highlight of this prop-
erty is an art installation 
which captures the 5,000-
year history of the state on 
canvas with its myriad ref-
erences to Kalinga war, Ma-
habharata. Painted by young 
emerging artist Guruvinayak 
Singh Budhwar, this instal-
lation took over 7,000 hours 
to create, spread across one 

and half years including 
research and planning and 
daily studio work extended 
to nearly 13 hours. Explains 
Chandigarh based Budh-
war- “The piece starts at the 
lower bottom corner, where 
history, mythos, and folklore 
combine, with a representa-
tion of Prince Kalinga, son of 
Bali, blended with the refer-
ence of Srutayudha as per the 
Mahabharata. Behind him 
is a chair with mandala-like 
characteristics, rendered in 
the modern Jagannath art 
style and format.” There are 
depictions of Hathigumpha 
Caves, Ashoka Stambh, 
Tribhuvana Mahadevi of 
the Bhaumakara Dynasty, 
one of the earliest female 
monarchs of antiquity, Lin-
garaja Temple, Narasingha 
Deva I, chariot of the Konark 
Temple, Dharani Penu etc.

A key aspect of any resto-
ration project is retaining 
the old while bringing in 
the new- here too they have 
retained several things such 
as the original  mandap, or 
the wall hand wrapping 
technique. Local artisans 
from the Sundarbans were 
instrumental in reviving 

the palace’s grandeur us-
ing authentic materials and 
age-old craftsmanship. “The 
walls at Rambha Palace are 
hand-rubbed with choona—
a lime mortar mixed with 
spices like cinnamon and 
clove,” says Mallika Ahluwa-
lia, Chief Marketing Officer 
(CMO) Hunch Ventures. 
“We traced artisans all the 
way to a remote Sundar-
bans village to revive this 
traditional method. Initially 
hesitant, the tribal artisans 
agreed to come only after 
being assured of their safety. 
Their secret choona recipe, 
passed down through gen-
erations, remains closely 
guarded—even architects 
weren’t allowed in on it.”

The property is spread 
across five acres, and fea-
tures a presidential villa and 
14 restored suites with 18th-
century furniture, Venetian 
chandeliers, Persian car-
pets, and original terrazzo 
floors. Guests can unwind 
with Ayurvedic therapies at 
the Mantnam Spa, bespoke 
yoga, and curated dining—
from Odia to vegan and al-
lergen-free menus—served 
in intimate indoor and scenic 

outdoor spaces. Room tariffs 
range from Rs 25,000 to Rs 
55,000 per night, includ-
ing meals and personalized 
experiences like birdwatch-
ing, blackbuck and dolphin 
sightings. “It’s a slow hotel,” 
says Mallika Ahluwalia. 
“You come here to truly re-
lax.”

On the downside, Rambha 
Palace’s remote location—a 
two-hour drive from Bhu-
baneswar airport—can feel 
isolating. Nestled in a small 
village with no nearby eat-
eries, guests are left with no 
choice but to dine exclusively 
on the property. While the 
seclusion is marketed as a 
virtue, some may find the 
lack of flexibility limiting. 
The suites, though elegant, 
come without modern lock-
ing systems, relying on old-
fashioned door bolts—an 
unsettling detail for urban 
travellers. Moreover, the 
‘silent service’ approach, 
where staff enter your rooms 
without your permission 
and when you are exploring 
the property, may sometimes 
become awkward or intru-
sive especially for guests who 
value privacy over caring 
hospitality. Also, the tariffs 
are a bit too steep.

However, the one thing 
that truly sets Rambha 
Palace apart is its stunning 
lakefront location, perched 
on the banks of Asia’s largest 
brackish water lagoon—
Chilika Lake. The ever-
changing moods of the lake, 
from misty mornings to 
flamingo-filled evenings, 
offer a rare, immersive 
connection with nature.

Sanjana Chawla
new delhi

Ayushi Anand

A journey to Nivriti Summit 
View: Tranquillity at a boutique 
homestay in Uttarakhand

Namrata Kohli



The Atorium Founda-
tion is set to captivate 
audiences with its 

latest dance drama produc-
tion, Chitrangada – Stree Ki 
Sarvoch Dhawani, a stirring 
retelling of Rabindranath 
Tagore’s timeless work. 
Slated to be a landmark cul-
tural event, the production 
brings to life the powerful 
journey of Chitrangada, the 
warrior princess of Mani-
pur, through an evocative 
blend of movement, music, 
and storytelling.

Directed by Rahul Ray 
and choreographed by 
Nisha Ray, this original 
production is rooted in the 
epic Mahabharata, but its 
message feels strikingly 
contemporary. The per-
formance features an en-
semble of three classical , 
semi- classical and Indian 
creative dance forms—

Kathak, Mayurbhanj Chhau, 
and the Uday Shankar dance 
style—each interwoven to 
depict the emotional and 
spiritual evolution of Chi-
trangada. At its core, Chi-
trangada  is a bold asser-
tion of feminine strength, 
leadership, and identity—a 
resonant tribute to every 
woman who dares to defy 
societal expectations.

“Tagore’s Chitrangada is a 
visionary celebration of a 
woman’s right to self-deter-
mination and power,” said 
Rahul Ray, the director of 

the production. “Through 
this rendition, we aim to 
honour her spirit—not just 
as a mythological figure, 

but as a symbol of the en-
during journey towards 
equality and freedom.”

The Atorium Founda-
tion, known for its commit-
ment to using the arts as a 
catalyst for social change, 
views Chitrangada as more 
than a performance—it is a 
movement. By reinterpret-
ing Tagore’s masterpiece 
for today’s audience, the 
Foundation hopes to ignite 
important conversations 
around gender empower-
ment and identity.

The evening promises a 

rich cultural experience: 
beginning with a ceremo-
nial lighting of the lamp, 
welcoming of the Guest of 
Honour, and a special an-
nouncement introducing 
the dance production. Fol-
lowing the performance, 
artists will be felicitated 
with certificates of appreci-
ation, honouring their con-
tribution to this transfor-
mative artistic endeavour.

Chitrangada – Stree Ki Sar-
voch Dhawani is not just a 
production; it is a celebra-
tion of the supreme voice 
of womanhood. Audiences 
are invited to witness a riv-
eting tale that transcends 
time, inspiring a collective 
commitment towards a 
more just and compassion-
ate society.

S t ay  t u n e d  f o r  a n 
unforgettable evening 
where mythology meets 
modernity, and where art 
speaks the language of 
empowerment.

The French Institute in In-
dia has launched its month-
long ocean-themed Festival 
of Ideas titled “We Are the 
Ocean” at Alliance Française 
de Delhi, running until May 
25, 2025. Designed to raise 
awareness about ocean con-
servation, the festival offers 
a rich mix of interactive art, 
film screenings, panel dis-
cussions, VR experiences, 
and creative workshops.

The festival’s centerpiece 
is an immersive exhibition 
that transforms the Ro-
main Rolland Gallery into a 
deep-sea voyage. From Tidal 
Echoes and Floating Cit-
ies to Plankton Ballet and The 
Mermaid Tears, artworks 
evoke the ocean’s depth, 
beauty, and fragility. Visitors 
are also invited to interact 
with installations like “My 
Letter to UNOC” and an 
ocean drum experience in 
the outdoor patio.

A series of  nine panel 
discussions, curated by 
Dakshin Foundation, ex-
plore ocean conservation 
through ecological, social, 
and political lenses across 
cities like Delhi, Chennai, 
Pondicherry, and Goa. 
Highlight events include a 
screening of “Against the 
Tide” followed by a panel 
on sustainable seafood and 
youth-led discussions call-
ing for climate action.

Workshops such as Ocean 
Col lage,   Rime of  the 
Ocean poetry writing, and Si-
laiWali upcycling add hands-
on engagement for all ages. 

Meanwhile, curated reading 
corners and poetry open 
mics enrich the cultural ex-
perience.

The festival supports 
the UN Decade of Ocean 
Science and paves the way 
to the Third United Nations 
Ocean Conference (UNOC3). 
It brings together artists, sci-
entists, activists, and citizens 
in a collaborative call to ac-
tion for our oceans.

As Damien Syed from the 
French Embassy states, “This 
is about reimagining how 
we relate to our oceans—
through science, art, and 
collective action.”

Celebrating the Supreme Voice of 
Womanhood: Atorium Foundation Presents 
Chitrangada – Stree Ki Sarvoch Dhawani

Mangalotsav - A musical tribute to Padma 
Vibhushan Dr. Vidushi Girija Devi 

A celebration of legacy and grace: Guru Pranam 
Utsav 2025 organised by Vaishali Kala Kendra

Inward Bound: The art of Hemraj

Girija-Darshan Trust proudly pre-
sented Mangalotsav, a commemora-
tive concert on 8th May 2025 at Stein 
Auditorium, India Habitat Centre, 
New Delhi, celebrating the 96th birth 
anniversary of Padma Vibhushan Dr. 
Vidushi Girija Devi. This special eve-
ning brought together some of India’s 
finest classical musicians in a heartfelt 
tribute to one of the most revered fig-
ures in Hindustani Classical Music.

The concert honoured Girija Devi 
Ji’s extraordinary legacy and raised 
awareness about her unmatched con-
tributions to Indian classical music. 
Known as ‘Appa Ji’ to her disciples 
and admirers, she was a custodian 
of the Banaras gharana and a pioneer 
in elevating thumri, dadra, and other 
semi-classical forms to global recog-
nition. The evening’s performances 
were curated to reflect the depth and 
spirit of her music, especially for those 
who never had the chance to witness 
her live or learn from her directly.

The lineup featured a Jugalbandi 
(Vocal & Flute)  by  Vidushi Suna-
nda Sharma and Pt. Rupak Kulkar-
ni and Hindustani Vocal by Padma 
Bhushan Pt. Sajan Misra and Shri 
Swaransh Misra. Accompanying art-
ists included Pt. Mithilesh Kumar Jha 
(Tabla), Pt. Sumit Mishra (Harmo-
nium), Pt. Vinod Lele (Tabla), and Pt. 

Vinay Mishra (Harmonium).
Vidushi Sunanda Sharma, a fore-

most disciple of Girija Devi Ji and 
torchbearer of her musical tradition 
shared, “Appa Ji was not just my guru, 
she was my guiding force - musically 
and spiritually.  Mangalotsav is more 
than a concert; it is my personal hom-
age and a promise to carry forward 
her legacy with integrity and love.”

Pt. Sajan Misra, doyenne of the 
Banaras gharana added, “Girija Devi 
Ji was the soul of Banaras music. She 
brought the beauty of semi-classical 
forms to the forefront and inspired 
generations. This concert is our way 
of saluting that brilliance.”

Acclaimed flautist,   Pt. Rupak 
Kulkarni said, “It is a rare honour 
to be part of a tribute to a legend like 
Girija Devi Ji. Her music had an emo-
tional resonance that transcended 
technique .I hope the flute can echo 
even a fraction of that magic in this of-
fering.”

Shri Swaransh Misra, a rising vocal-
ist and son of Pt. Sajan Misra, noted, 
“Even though I never met Appa Ji, 
her music shaped my understanding 
of emotion in performance. Through 
this tribute, we hope to pass on her es-
sence to the next generation.”

Mangalotsav is a collective expres-
sion of love, gratitude, and remem-
brance—an effort to keep alive the 
timeless voice and spirit of Girija Devi 

Ji in the hearts of rasikas and students 
alike.

About Vidushi Sunanda 
Sharma:
A leading vocalist of the Benaras Gha-
rana, Vidushi Sunanda Sharma is the 
foremost disciple and torchbearer of 
Padma Vibhushan Dr. Vidushi Girija 
Devi’s legacy. Trained in the Guru-
Shishya Parampara for nine years 
under Girija Devi ji, Sunanda blends 
technical brilliance with emotional 
depth in her renditions of Khayal, Th-
umri, Dadra, Tappa, and Chaiti. With 
performances at prestigious festivals 
in India and across the world—in-
cluding Paris, London, Norway, and 
South Africa—she is also a dedicated 
guru, having taught at SOAS and the 
Royal Academy of Music, London. 
Praised by her guru as the voice of her 
legacy, Sunanda continues to uphold 
and share the timeless beauty of Hin-
dustani classical music.

About Pandit Sajan Misra
Pandit Sajan Misra, one half of the 
iconic duo Pandit Rajan-Sajan Misra, 
is a torchbearer of the great Maestros 
of Banaras lineage. Trained under 
Pandit Bade Ramdasji and the doyens 
of his family, Pandit Hanuman Prasad 
Misra and Pandit Gopal Misra, he em-
bodies the rich spiritual and cultural 
heritage of the Banaras Gharana.  

About Pandit Rupak 
Kulkarni
Pandit Rupak Kulkarni, a distin-
guished flautist and disciple of Padma 
Vibhushan Pt. Hariprasad Chaurasia, 
is a leading exponent of the Maihar 
Gharana. 

About Swaransh Mishra
Swaransh Mishra represents the 
sixth generation of the 350-year-old 
Banaras Gharana. Trained by his 
father and uncle, Padmabhushan 
Pandit Rajan-Sajan Misra, he carries 
forward a deep-rooted classical music 
tradition. A multifaceted artist, he is 
also a songwriter, composer, and cap-
tivating orator. 

Vaishali Kala Kendra re-
cently celebrated the 37th 
edition of its annual Guru 
Pranam Utsav at the presti-
gious Triveni Kala Sangam, 
Mandi House, on the occa-
sion of World Dance Day. 
The evening was a heart-
felt tribute to the timeless 
beauty of Indian classical 
dance and the sacred Guru-
shishya tradition.

The event was profound-
ly honoured by the pres-
ence of Padma Shri Guru 
Durga Charan Ranbir, 
whose blessings enriched 
the spiritual and artistic 
ambience of the celebra-
tion. His disciple, Guru Dr 
Jyoti Shrivastava, Founder 
and Director of Vaishali 
Kala Kendra, led the eve-
ning with deep reverence, 
reflecting her dedication to 
the Odissi tradition and the 
legacy of her Gurus.

The Utsav featured capti-
vating Odissi performanc-
es by disciples of the Kend-
ra, including Khyati Rawat, 
Kaori Naka, Sanvi Rastogi, 
Shruti Mishra, among oth-
ers. The artistes presented 
both traditional and signa-
ture choreographies of the 
Deba Prasad Das Gharana, 
originally choreographed 
by Late Guru Shrinath 
Raut and Padma Shri Guru 
Durga Charan Ranbir. 
Highlights included time-
less pieces like Oriya Geet 
Tolagi, Krishna Stuti Man-
glacharan, Saberi Pallavi, 

Arabhi Pallavi, and Long 
Sthayee. A special revival 
of the legendary composi-
tion “Suryastak”, crafted 
over two decades ago, mes-
merized the audience and 
received high praise from 
Guruji himself.

Adding further depth 
to the celebration, Guru 
Kavita Thakur presented 
a soulful Kathak recital, 
while Sushri Gayatri Ran-
bir performed a moving 
Odissi solo, showcasing 
the diversity and richness 
of Indian classical dance.

The evening was graced 

by Uma Shankar Garg as 
Chief Guest, and Guru 
Vijay Shanker as Guest of 
Honour. Eminent person-
alities such as Padma Shri 
Ranjana Gauhar, Guru 
Sharon Lowen, and other 
stalwarts from the arts 
community added to the 
prestige of the gathering, 
creating a vibrant conflu-
ence of tradition, talent, 
and tribute.

The event concluded 
with a warm felicitation 
of Guruji and Guruma, 
marked by a symbolic 
showering of flowers by 
the performers—a gesture 
of reverence and celebra-
tion. In her Vote of Thanks, 
Guru Dr Jyoti Shrivastava 
emphasized the vital im-
portance of preserving and 
promoting India’s classical 
dance heritage and reaf-
firmed the enduring role 
of the Guru Parampara in 
shaping future generations 
of artistes.

In the expansive terrain of 
Indian contemporary art, 
where noise often drowns 
nuance, Hemraj emerges 
as a rare voice of restraint. 
Over three decades, his ab-
stract canvases—vast, at-
mospheric, and deeply in-
tuitive—have quietly carved 
out a territory where silence 
is not absence, but presence; 
not void, but vibration.

Born in Delhi in 1968, 
Hemraj grew up amid the 
churn of a rapidly chang-
ing India. His formative 
years at the College of Art, 
New Delhi, were steeped 
in a rigorous yet expansive 
education under some of In-
dia’s finest artists. There, he 
absorbed the tenets of mod-
ernism while learning to 
resist its superficial dazzle. 
He completed his Master 
of Fine Arts in 1993, a year 
that also marked the begin-
ning of national recognition 
with a Junior Fellowship 
from the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development and 
the Pandit Ravi Shankar 
Award.

But awards, for Hemraj, 
have always been markers, 
not milestones. From the 
outset, his journey has been 
less about ascent and more 
about inward excavation—
an unfolding rather than a 

race.
Hemraj’s work is not born 

out of impulse or fashion, 
but from a sustained en-
gagement with the nature of 
being. His paintings do not 
speak in declarative state-
ments. They whisper, they 
breathe. Through a delicate 
balance of texture, light, 
and space, he constructs 
surfaces that feel less like 
objects and more like envi-
ronments—spaces to enter, 
to dwell in, to return to.

There is a tactile poetry to 
his surfaces: layers of paint 
patiently laid, scraped, and 
reassembled until the can-
vas becomes a meditation. 
This process, which bor-
ders on the ascetic, reveals 
Hemraj’s belief that paint-
ing is not merely an act—it 
is a ritual. “For me, painting 

is a form of prayer,” he has 
said. “It’s where I confront 
myself, without distraction, 
without escape.”

Unlike narrative or rep-
resentational art, Hemraj’s 
visual vocabulary is non-
verbal, even pre-verbal. It 
is a language constructed 
from quiet contrasts—be-
tween opacity and translu-
cence, movement and still-
ness, weight and lightness. 
These are not pictures of the 
world, but experiences of 
being in it. His paintings do 
not explain. They reveal—
gradually, subtly, like dusk 
folding into night.

What sets Hemraj apart 
is his refusal to decode his 
work for the viewer. He 
does not guide or instruct. 
Instead, he invites—gently—
into a world where meaning 
is not imposed but intuited.

In a time when the art 
world often seems more 
concerned with spectacle 
than substance, Hemraj re-
mains grounded. His 23 solo 
exhibitions, spread across 
India and abroad, have built 
a quiet but loyal audience—
collectors, curators, and fel-
low artists who value depth 
over drama.

His works have entered 
prestigious platforms such 
as Bonhams in New York 
and Astaguru in India, and 
yet commercial success has 
never diverted him from his 

path. Rather than adapting 
his vision to fit a market, 
Hemraj has made the mar-
ket adapt to his vision—a 
rare and courageous stance 
in today’s hyper-visible art 
economy.

Younger artists look to 
Hemraj not just for inspira-
tion, but for assurance. In 
him, they see an artist who 
has not only survived but 
thrived by staying true to his 
internal compass. His story 
is not just about artistic ex-
cellence; it is about spiritual 
conviction—about choosing 
depth over dazzle, meaning 
over metrics.

Hemraj’s contribution to 
Indian art is not one that 
shouts from rooftops—it 
lingers, like the aftertaste 
of something profound. 
His paintings remain open 
fields—undecided, unteth-
ered, alive. They do not end 
when the viewer steps away; 
they echo, like a bell rung 
deep in a temple.

In a world increasingly 
fragmented by speed and 
spectacle, Hemraj reminds 
us of the enduring value of 
slowness, solitude, and the 
courage to listen. He has 
not just painted pictures—
he has created sanctuaries. 
And in doing so, he has be-
come more than an artist; he 
has become a guide toward 
stillness in an age of con-
stant motion.

Art for Oceans: French Institute 
in India launches ‘We Are The 
Ocean’ festival in Delhi 
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India’s Anahat Singh ad-
vanced into the second 
round of the ongoing World 
Squash Championships 
2024-2025 as she upsetted 
USA’s world No. 28 Marina 
Stefanoni 3-2 (10-12, 11-9, 
6-11, 11-6, 11-6) on Friday.

Making her debut in 
the singles World Squash 
Championships, Anahat, 
the current India No. 1, was 
trailing Stefanoni 2-1 before 
turning the tables in spectac-
ular fashion to take the win 
after a 51-minute-long battle.

“We had really long ral-
lies, and she’s a great player. 
I’ve seen her play in the last 
few tournaments, she’s been 

playing really well and she’s 
broken into the top 30 so I 
knew today it was going to 
be a battle. It was really tir-
ing and I’m exhausted and 
I’m really happy I was able 
to get through it,” Anahat 
said as quoted by Olympics.
com.

The Indian squash prod-

igy will be in for a tougher 
challenge against world No. 
15 Fayrouz Aboelkheir of 
Egypt in the second round.

A win in the contest could 
pit her against the world 
No. 1 and reigning champi-
on Nouran Gohar, another 
Egyptian, in the pre-quar-
terfinals.

The world number one ten-
nis star Jannik Sinner made 
his return to the tennis court 
after serving his suspen-
sion, kickstarting his Italian 
Open campaign with a win 
over Mariano Navone.

On Saturday night, he beat 
Navone in two sets by 6-3, 
6-4. Sinner lost some mo-
mentum in the second set, 
but recovered quickly, seal-
ing the match in 38 minutes 
at the ATP Masters 1000 
event in Rome.

This continues Sinner’s 
win streak, as he extended 
it to 22 matches. He has not 

lost his match since his win 
over Carlos Alcaraz in the 
China Open last year, as per 
Olympics.com.

The three-time Grand 
Slam winner completed his 
three-month suspension, af-
ter having a settlement with 
World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) over his two posi-
tive doping tests in 2024.

“It’s an amazing feeling,” 
said Sinner as quoted by 
ATP’s official website.

“I waited quite long for this 
moment. I am very happy to 
be back. It is very difficult 
to have the right feedback 
when you do not have any 
matches, and that is exactly 
what I need. 

Rajeev Shukla, Vice Presi-
dent of the Board of Control 
of Cricket in India (BCCI), 
said no final decision has 
been made yet regarding 
the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2025 restart.

Shukla stated that BCCI 
officials are actively work-
ing on the situation and as-
sured that the tournament 
would be restarted soon.

“No decision has been 
taken yet. The BCCI of-
ficials are working on the 
situation. The tournament 
was suspended for a week, 
and yesterday there was a 
ceasefire....The tournament 
will be restarted soon,” 
Shukla told reporters on 
Sunday.

On Friday afternoon, 
the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
announced its decision to 
suspend the remainder 
of the ongoing IPL 2025, 
with immediate effect, for 
one week due to escalating 
tensions between India and 
Pakistan.

The match between 
Punjab Kings and Delhi 
Capitals at the Himachal 
Pradesh Cricket Associa-
tion (HPCA) Stadium in 
Dharamshala was called off 
midway through the first 
innings on Thursday. Spec-
tators were informed of the 
cancellation and asked to 

vacate the premises, while 
both teams were escorted 
back to their hotel.

In an official statement, 
BCCI secretary Devajit 
Saikia said, “The Board of 
Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) has decided to 
suspend the remainder of 
the ongoing IPL 2025 with 
immediate effect for one 
week. Further updates re-
garding the new schedule 
and venues of the tourna-
ment will be announced in 
due course after a compre-
hensive assessment of the 
situation in consultation 
with relevant authorities 
and stakeholders.”

“The decision was taken 
by the IPL Governing 
Council after due consul-
tation with all key stake-
holders.
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Anahat Singh storms into second round of 
World Squash Championships

World number one Sinner 
makes return to competition 
with win over Navone

‘No decision has been taken yet’: Rajeev Shukla 

Archer Deepika Ku-
mari and Parth 
Salunkhe secured 

bronze medals, completing 
India’s seven-medal haul 
at the Archery World Cup 
Stage 2 on Sunday. Deepika 
triumphed in the bronze 
medal contest against Ko-
rea’s Kang Chaeyoung, an 
Olympic team gold medal-
list, with a 7-3 score. This 
achievement represented 
India’s initial medal for the 
year in women’s recurve 
and Deepika’s 12th individ-
ual World Cup medal. She 
concluded with excellent fi-
nal sets of 30 and 29 points 
to claim victory. As the sole 
non-Korean competitor in 
the women’s recurve semi-
finals, Deepika prevented a 
Korean clean sweep by se-

curing bronze following her 
1-7 defeat to Paris Olympic 
champion Lim Sihyeon in 
the semifinal. 

U21 world champion 
Parth Salunkhe earned his 

debut World Cup medal in 
men’s recurve. He overcame 
Paris Olympic medallist 
Baptiste Addis from France 
6-4 in a close bronze medal 
match. Earlier, in his semi-

final against South Korea’s 
Kim Woo Jin, Parth recov-
ered from a two-set deficit 
to equalise, but scored a 7 
in the final shot, resulting 
in a 4-6 loss. During the 

bronze contest, Parth en-
tered the final set at 4-4 and 
demonstrated composure 
by scoring consecutive 10s 
to achieve victory. His suc-
cess gave India consecutive 
medals in men’s recurve, 
following Dhiraj’s bronze 
at the Florida World Cup. 
These recurve bronze med-
als contributed to India’s 
overall Shanghai World 
Cup performance of seven 
medals: 2 gold, 1 silver and 
4 bronze. 

Deepika, Salunkhe win bronze at 
Archery World Cup Stage 2
tdg network
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 Nirupama Devi finishes 4th in 
Asian Weightlifting C’ships

Kynan, Sabeera win Trap 
Mixed Team bronze 

Vice-captain Smriti Mand-
hana scored a sublime 11th 
ODI century, while pacer 
Amanjot Kaur and spinner 
Sneh Rana shared seven 
wickets among them as In-
dia defeated Sri Lanka by 97 
runs to clinch the Women’s 
Tri-Nation ODI Series title 
on Sunday.

Mandhana’s majestic 116 
off 101 balls, laced with 15 
fours and two sixes, and 
vital contributions from In-
dia’s top and middle-order 
batters, especially Harleen 
Deol (47), Harmanpreet 
Kaur (41) and Jemimah Ro-
drigues (44), helped India 
post an imposing 342/7 in 
50 overs.

In reply, Sri Lanka were 

dismissed for 245 runs in 
48.2 overs with Amanjot 
returning figures of 3 for 54, 
while Rana took four wick-
ets for 38 runs.

For Sri Lanka, captain 
Chamari Athapaththu (51) 
and Nilakshika Silva (48) 
were the highest run-get-
ters. Both were dismissed 
by Rana. Brief Scores: India 
342/7 in 50 overs (Smriti 

Mandhana 116, Harleen 
Deol 47, Jemimah Rodrigues 
44, Harmanpreet Kaur 41; 
Sugandika Kumari 2/59, 
Dewmi Vihanga 2/69, Malki 
Madara 2/74).

Sri Lanka 245 all out in 
48.2 overs (Vishmi Gunara-
tne 36, Chamari Athapath-
thu 51, Nilakshika Silva 48; 
Amanjot Kaur 3/54, Sneh 
Rana 4/38).

tdg network
COLOMBO

Indian men’s and mixed 4x400m teams 
fail to qualify for World Athletics Relays

Khelo India

Players of Manipur (red) and Uttarakhand (blue) in action during their boxing match in 
Khelo India Youth Games, in Patna on Saturday, (ANI Photo)

 

The Indian men’s team 
as well as the mixed 
4x400m team failed to 
qualify for the finals in 
their respective events at 
the ongoing World Athlet-
ics Relays 2025 in Guang-
zhou, China on Saturday, 
according to Olympics.
com.

Both teams finished fifth 
in their respective heats, 
missing out on a chance 
to secure early qualifica-
tion for the World Athlet-
ics Championships 2025, 
set to be held in Tokyo this 
September.

On the opening day, 
quotas were on offer to 
the top two teams in each 

heat in every relay event 
(except the 4x100m). The 
two teams also made the 
finals and will race for 
World Championships 
lane seeding and medals 
on Sunday.

The Indian mixed team 
of Jay Kumar, Sneha Kol-
leri, Dharmveer Choud-
hary and Rupal clocked 
3:16.85 in Heat 3. Great 
Britain & Northern Ire-

land (3:13.28) and South 
Africa (3:13.79) were the 
top two in the group.

Overall, the Indian 
mixed team placed 15th 
among 21 teams. The 
United States posted a 
world-leading time of 
3:11.37 in Heat 2 to clock 
the best time across heats.

India’s national record 
in the mixed 4x400m 
team event is 3:12.87s set 

at the National Inter-State 
Athletics Championships 
2024 in Panchkula.

The men’s team of San-
thosh Kumar Tamila-
rasan, Manu Thekkinalil 
Saji, Vishal Thennarasu 
Kayalvizhi and Mohit Ku-
mar, meanwhile, recorded 
a time of 3:03.92 in Heat 4.

France (3:00.30) and 
Kenya (3:00.88) secured 
qualification from the 
heat, while India finished 
15th overall among all 
heats.

South Africa topped the 
overall standings with a 
time of 3:00.00. India’s 
national record in the 
men’s 4x400m is 2:59.05, 
clocked at the World Ath-
letics Championships 
2023 in Budapest.
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Two failed clean and jerk at-
tempts cost Indian weight-
lifter Nirupama Devi a 
bronze medal as she fin-
ished fourth in the women’s 
64kg category at the Asian 
Championships here on 
Sunday.

The 24-year-old, an Asian 
Youth Weightlifting Cham-
pionships medallist, man-
aged 115kg in clean and jerk 
as she faltered in her at-
tempts to heave 120kg and 
125kg, adding to her 91kg 
snatch for a total of 206kg in 
the non-Olympic category.

A successful 125kg lift 
would have taken the Ma-
nipur lifter past South Ko-
rea’s Mun Min-hee, the 2018 
Asian Games medallist, 
who claimed bronze with a 

total of 214kg (94kg +120kg) 
China’s Li Shuang won the 
gold with an effort of 239kg 
(105kg+134kg) while Fili-
pina lifter

Elreen Ann Ando clinched 
the silver for her 232kg 
(102kg+130kg) effort.

India has sent a two-
member team to the Asian 
Championships, which 
most of the elite weightlift-
ers are giving a miss Dilbag 
Singh will be competing 
in the men’s 96kg event on 
Tuesday.

 

Olympian Kynan Chenai 
and Sabeera Haris won 
India a bronze in the Trap 
Mixed Team Olympic 
event, as the year’s third In-
ternational Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World 
Cup Shotgun stage reached 
its conclusion. Kynan and 
Sabeera defeated the Turk-
ish pair of Tolga Tuncer 
and Pelin Kaya 34-33 in the 
bronze-medal match at the 
Cyprus Olympic Shooting 
range in Nicosia. China won 
gold while Polan won silver.

The Indian pair finished 

a commendable fourth 
among 34 teams in quali-
fication, with a tally of 142 
after 75 shots fired by each 
team member. Sabeera 
tallied 72 (23,25,24) while 
Kynan shot 70 (23,25,22). 

The second Indian pair, 
that of Shardul Vihan and 
Kirti Gupta, shot 137 to fin-
ish 17th.

Kynan brought all his in-
ternational experience to 
the bronze match however, 

shooting down 23 out of his 
25-targets, with the next 
best being Tolga’s 17 for Tur-
key as the Indians got the re-
sult by one in the end to give 
the squad a first World Cup 
medal for the year.

China overturned their 
second-place finish in the 
qualifications to defeat 
Poland 42-39 in the gold 
medal match. The Neutral 
Athletes took the top spot 
in the standings with two 
out of the five golds on offer 
while China, Spain and Italy 
took the other three. 12 Na-
tional Olympic Committees 
(NOCs) won medals out of 
the 54 participating.
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Saptak Talwar had a none-
too-good 2-over 73 and 
slipped down the leader-
board in the third round of 
the Challenge de Espana at 
Fontanals Golf Club. Lying 
T-11 after the second round 
with 69-66, he shot 73 and at 
5-under, he was T-48th with 
one round to go.

Talwar, playing his first 
full season on the Hotel-
Planner Tour, had three 
bogeys and one birdie after 
starting on the 10th. Clem-
ent Charmasson will take 
a one-stroke lead into the 
final day of the Challenge 
de Espana at Fontanals Golf 
Club, as he closes in on se-
curing a maiden Hotel Plan-
ner Tour title.

Saptak Talwar 
slips to T-48 on 
Hotel Planner 
Tour
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India defeat Sri Lanka by 
97 runs to win Women’s 
Tri-Nation ODI Series U21 world 

champion Parth 
Salunkhe earned 
his debut World 
Cup medal in 
men’s recurve.

The 24-year-old, an Asian Youth Weightlifting 
Championships medallist, managed 115kg in clean 
and jerk as she faltered in her attempts to heave 
120kg and 125kg, adding to her 91kg snatch for 
a total of 206kg in the non-Olympic category.
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