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PM SPellS out new doctrine

n First, if there is a ter-
rorist attack on India, 
a fitting reply will be 
given.

n A befitting response 
will be given on In-
dia’s terms only. India 
will take strict action 
at every place from 
where the roots of 
terrorism emerge. 

n Era of nuclear black-
mail is over. India’s 
resolve is stronger 
than any threat

n Modi also said we 
will not differentiate 

between the govern-
ment sponsoring 
terrorism and the 
masterminds of ter-
rorism.

n Today the world is 

witnessing that in 
21st century warfare 
the time has come 
for Made in India 
defence equipment 
and technology.

Following the ceasefire 
agreement between India 
and Pakistan, security forc-
es have intensified search 
operations in the border re-
gions. During one such op-
eration, fragments of a mis-
sile were discovered near 
Chuharwali on Adampur 
Road in Jalandhar, inside 
the office of Markfed. Addi-
tionally, a shell was recov-
ered and safely destroyed 
by the security personnel.

In another development, a 
school clerk in Khanna has 

been arrested for sharing an 
anti-army video. The video, 
originating from a Pakistani 
channel, contained content 

defaming the Indian Army. 
The arrested individual, 
Satwant Singh, who works 

With the air defence systems 
deployed by India standing 
the test of time in the face 
of aggression launched by 
Pakistan, Director General 
Naval Operations, Vice Ad-
miral AN Pramod, said on 
Monday that the Indian Navy 
is maintaining continuous 
surveillance to degrade or 
neutralise threats as they 
emerge.

Addressing a joint press 
conference on Operation Sin-
door, Vice Admiral Pramod 
said that India has an effec-
tive, layered fleet air defence 
mechanism that caters to all 
threats.

“Effectively using multiple 
sensors and inputs, we are 
maintaining continuous sur-
veillance to degrade or neu-
tralise threats as they emerge 
or manifest to ensure target-
ing at extended ranges. All 

The Director Generals of 
Military Operations (DG-
MOs) of India and Pakistan 
on Monday deliberated on 
various aspects of the May 
10 understanding reached 
between the two sides on 
cessation of hostilities.

The talks over the hotline 
were previously scheduled 
at 12 noon. However, they 
started at around 5 PM.

India and Pakistan have 
agreed that both sides will 

not engage in any aggres-
sive action and no shots 
will be fired, said the Indian 
Army after the military op-
erations chiefs of the two 
countries spoke on a hot-
line for the first time since 
the ceasefire.

The understanding on 
cessation of hostilities was 
announced following talks 
between the two DGMOs 
on Saturday.

Though there were cases 
of violation of the under-
standing by the Pakistani 

The US and China have ar-
rived at an agreement that 
they will withdraw their 
previously announced re-
ciprocal tariffs and counter 
tariffs for an initial period of 
90 days.

In the meantime, China 
will impose 10 per cent tar-
iffs on US goods, and the 
US will tax Chinese goods 
at about 30 per cent.

The understanding was 
arrived at recognising the 
importance of their bilat-
eral economic and trade re-

lationship to both countries 
and the global economy, 
as per a joint statement on 
Monday.

Both countries recognised 
the importance of a sustain-
able, long-term, and mutu-
ally beneficial economic and 
trade relationship.

Both countries reflected 
on their recent discussions 
and believed that continued 
discussions have the poten-
tial to address each side’s 
concerns in their economic 
and trade relationship.

Going ahead, the two 
countries will establish a 

Our fight was against 
terrorists, Pakistan 
widened conflict: India

Missile debris, bomb found as 
border search continues

Maintaining regular surveillance 
to neutralise threats: Vice Admiral

India, Pak DGMOs hold crucial talks

Tariff truce for 90 days: US cuts 
by 30%, China to tax 10% 

India on Monday said all its 
military bases and systems 
continue to remain fully 
operational and ready to 
undertake any mission if 
the need arises.

At a press briefing here, 
Director General of Air Op-
erations, IAF, Air Marshal 
AK Bharti said

India’s robust air defence 
system effectively thwarted 
Pakistani attempts to target 
Indian installations.

Another highlight was 
stellar performance of in-
digenous air defence weap-
ons like Akash system, he 
said. The Integrated Air 
Command and Control 
system thwarted Pakistan’s 
military offensives.
“Our fight was against 
terror infrastructure and 
terrorists but the Pakistan 
military chose to support 
terrorists and widened the 
conflict,” the top IAF officer 

said.
The Indian Army said 

earlier this morning, “The 
night remained largely 
peaceful across Jammu 
and Kashmir and other ar-
eas along the International 
Border”.
“No incidents have been 
reported, marking the first 
calm night in recent days,” it 
said in a statement.

India launched Operation 
Sindoor on early May 7 to 
destroy nine terror infra-

structures in Pakistan and 
Pakistan-Occupied-Kash-
mir in retaliation to the Pa-
halgam terror attack.
All subsequent retaliations 

to Pakistani offensives were 
carried out under ‘Opera-
tion Sindoor’.

India and Pakistan on 
Saturday last announced 
reaching an understand-
ing to stop all firings and 
military actions on land, air 
and sea, with effect from 5 
pm that day.

AgencieS
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CPI(M) general secretary 
MA Baby on Monday urged 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to call a special ses-
sion of Parliament in light 
of recent developments, 
and requested his “personal 
participation” in clarifying 
the government’s position.

The CPI(M) joins a raft of 
opposition parties, includ-
ing the Congress, in calling 

for a special session of Par-
liament in the wake of recent 
developments.

In a letter addressed to the 
prime minister, Baby said 
he was writing in light of 
recent developments con-
cerning the “de-escalation of 
tensions and the announce-
ment of a ceasefire” between 
India and Pakistan.

    He said, “This announce-
ment has brought a sense of 
relief to all sections of our 

Thirteen people, all women 
and children, died, and 
14 were injured in a colli-
sion between a trailer and 
a goods truck in Raipur, 
Chhattisgarh, police said on 
Monday.

Four children and nine 
women died in the accident 
that took place late Sunday 
night near Saragaon on 
Raipur-Balodabazar road 
in Raipur district.

Chief Minister Vishnu 

Deo Sai has announced a 
compensation of Rs 5 lakh 
each to the families of the 
deceased.

Raipur Senior Superin-
tendent of Police Lal Umed 
Singh said 35 persons, 
mostly members of a family, 
were returning from a fam-
ily function in Bana-Bansari 
village when the goods truck 
they were travelling in col-
lided with a trailer coming 
from the opposite direction 
and went on to hit another 
heavy vehicle.

In a firm and emotion-
ally charged address to 
the nation on Monday 

night, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi laid out India’s 
renewed and uncompromis-
ing doctrine on terrorism, 
declaring the sweeping suc-
cess of Operation Sindoor. 
The mission, he said, was 
not just a military victory 
but a tribute to the coun-
try’s enduring strength—
especially the strength of its 
women.

“For too long, Pakistan has 
exported terrorism while 
wearing the mask of vic-
timhood. Today, that mask 
has been ripped apart,” the 
Prime Minister said.

Speaking after a pause in 
military operations, Modi 
made it clear that India’s ac-

tions were driven by both 
strategy and a deeper sense 
of justice: “This operation is 

not just about eliminating 
terror—it is about honouring 
the pain of those mothers, 

sisters, and daughters who 
watched their loved ones 
butchered in cold blood.”

He did not mince words. 
“Pakistan tried to wipe the 
sindoor from the foreheads 
of Indian women. We have 
uprooted the very founda-
tions of their terror facto-
ries.” Taking that thought 
further, he declared, “Today, 
every terrorist and every ter-
ror organization has realized 
the consequences of trying 
to wipe the Sindoor from 
the foreheads of our sisters 
and daughters.”

Referring to the campaign 
as a moral commitment, 
Modi said, “Operation Sin-
door is an unbreakable 
pledge to justice.” He add-
ed, “The terrorists tried to 
destroy the sindoor of our 
women… so India destroyed 
the headquarters of their ter-
ror.”

Modi didn’t just talk of the 

PM Modi lays down new 
doctrine on counter terror
	 Warning	Pakistan	fight	is	far	from	over,	PM	Modi	said	every	

inch	of	land	where	terror	is	bred	remains	within	India’s	reach
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in Amritsar, 
IndiGo flight 
sent back to 
Delhi midway 
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India’s star batsman Virat 
Kohli announced his retire-
ment from Test cricket on 
Monday, marking an end 
to an illustrious 14-year-old 
career which saw him domi-
nate a variety of conditions, 
regions, and opponents in 
whites, both as a batter and 
captain.

Kohli took to his Ins-
tagram handle and an-
nounced his decision to re-

tire from the longest format 
of the game.

“It’s been 14 years since 
I first wore the baggy blue 
in Test cricket. Honestly, I 
never imagined the journey 
this format would take me 
on. It’s tested me, shaped 
me, and taught me lessons 
I’ll carry for life. There’s 
something deeply personal 
about playing in whites. The 
quiet grind, the long days, 
the small moments that no 
one sees but that stay with 
you forever,” Kohli wrote on 

Instagram.
“As I step away from this 

format, it’s not easy -- but 
it feels right. I’ve given it 
everything I had, and it’s 
given me back so much 
more than I could’ve hoped 
for. I’m walking away with a 
heart full of gratitude -- for 
the game, for the people I 
shared the field with, and 
for every single person who 
made me feel seen along the 
way. I’ll always look back at 
my Test career with a smile. 

Virat bids adieu to Tests, leaves behind incredible legacy 
tdg network
New Delhi
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ceasefire fallout: 
when diPloMacy Meets 
diGital hate

2
uri: residents alonG border 
can return Post unexPloded 
shells’ disPosal

The presence of 
the carrier battle 

group ensured that 
the adversary did 
not get any chance 

to come close.

Even as ceasefire under-
standing was reached be-
tween India and Pakistan, 
an IndiGo flight from Delhi 
to Amritsar was diverted 
back to the national capital 
midway after a blackout 
was enforced in the city.

Precautionary blackout 
measures were enforced 
in Punjab’s Amritsar and 
Hoshiarpur districts on 
Monday. Electricity has also 
been switched off in some 
areas of Jalandhar, officials 
said.

The sources said the flight 
had to return as the Amrit-
sar airport was closed due 
to the precautionary black-
out.

“As a  precautionary 
measure, lights have been 
switched off in some areas 
around Suranassi as there 
have been reports of drone 
sightings. We are verifying 
them. There is no (total) 

NEW DELHI: Indian stock 
indices soared through the 
roof on Monday, supported 
by the news that the conflict 
between India and Pakistan 
has de-escalated after the 
two Armed forces reached 
an understanding.

After Congress, CPM urges 
to convene special session 

13 women, 4 children 
killed in truck-trailer 
crash in Chhattisgarh

Army personnel sanitise the emergency runway on the 
Srinagar-Jammu National Highway in Anantnag district. ANI

(L-R) DGMO Lieutenant General Rajiv Ghai, Air Marshal AK 
Bharti and Vice Admiral AN Pramod during the press conference 
on ‘Operation Sindoor’, in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

Indian Army Bomb Squad personnel at the site to destroy an 
active mortar shell of Pakistan that was found after the recent 
ceasefire violation, in Rajouri on Monday. ANI
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The Press Information Bureau’s (PIB) 
fact-check unit on Monday debunked 
claims that Pakistan destroyed Indian 
air bases, stating that such reports as 
“misleading and false.”

In a recent media briefing, Pakistan’s 
Director General of Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (DG ISPR) cited an Indian 
news channel, alleging damage to an In-
dian airbase. However, the PIB revealed 
that the video had been deliberately ed-
ited to mislead viewers.

“Pakistani military in its briefing has 
shown a video clip aired on @IndiaTV 
News Channel, implying that Indian 
channels have admitted to destruction 
of Indian airbases. This is an attempt by 
#Pakistan to mislead its own people by 
editing and cleverly stitching multiple 
chunks of a larger video. The actual story 

in the full video says that the attacks were 
all intercepted, and it shows footage of a 
Pakistani missile that was shot down,” 
PIB stated in a post on X.

Additionally, PIB’s fact-check unit 
has also dismissed rumours of an artil-
lery exchange along the Line of Control 
(LoC), calling them baseless.

“These claims are false. Rumours are 
being spread to create panic!” PIB clari-
fied in another X post.

Meanwhile, Operation Sindoor was 
launched by the Indian Armed Forces in 
the early hours of May 7, targeting nine 
terror sites in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoK).

This operation was a retaliatory re-
sponse to the April 22 terror attack in 
Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, in 
which 26 civilians, including one Nepali 
national, were killed.

Union Ministers Kiren 
Rijiju and Gajendra Singh 
Shekawat on Monday paid 
their obeisance to the holy 
relics of Lord Buddha at 
the National Museum 
during the celebrations of 
Vaishakha Buddha Purn-
ima.

The Vaishakha Bud-
dha Purnima today was 
marked by a sombre cer-
emony on the quiet and 
tranquil surroundings 

of the National Museum 
where the holy relics of the 
Buddha are kept. Minister 
of Culture, Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat along with by 
Union Minister of Parlia-
mentary and Minority Af-
fairs, Kiren Rijiju joined a 
group of Theravada and 
Mahayana monks to pay 
their obeisance to the 
holy relics, reads an of-
ficial press release. While 
the Theravada monks 
represented the Cambo-
dian Buddhist Temple in 

New Delhi, the Mahayana 
monks belonged to the Hi-
malayan Buddhist Cultural 
Association under the lead-
ership of Lama Chosphel 
Zotpa. Amidst chanting 
in both traditions, the two 
ministers placed flower 
petals before the holy relics 
and Khatags while praying.

Following the ceremony, 
the ministers also took a 
round of the Buddha Gal-
lery of the National Muse-
um which houses, among 
other artefacts, the seated 

Bodhisattva from 2nd 
Century CE, the standing 
Buddha from the 5th Cen-

tury CE from Sarnath and 
the Buddha in meditation 
pose from the 3rd Century 

CE from Kushan Dyanasty. 
Later, Kiren Rijiju, while 

speaking to the media, 
mentioned that India, as 
the birthplace of the Bud-
dha’s teachings, takes 
immense pride in shar-
ing his message of peace, 
compassion, and harmony 
with the world. As nations 
unite in celebration, this 
occasion is of the univer-
sal significance of Bud-
dhist philosophy, guiding 
humanity toward truth 
and inner peace. At this 

critical juncture of various 
socio-political conflicts, 
the teachings of the Bud-
dha are more relevant than 
ever, offering solutions to 
global challenges through 
principles of non-violence, 
understanding, and mind-
fulness, he added.

Union Minister Rijiju re-
iterated the words of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
who, in his address at the 
United Nations, empha-
sised that the path to truth 
and lasting peace lies in 

following the teachings of 
the Buddha.  The essence 
of Buddha Dhamma con-
tinues to be embraced and 
shared, ensuring that its 
wisdom reaches every cor-
ner of the world, fostering 
a future grounded in com-
passion, unity, and peace. 
With this thought, he ex-
tended his heartfelt wishes 
to all. Buddha Purnima 
marks the birth of Gautam 
Buddha, the founder of 
Buddhism. It is also known 
as Vesak.

Imran Raza stood quietly at 
Patna airport on Monday 
as he received the mortal 
remains of his father, BSF 
sub-inspector Mohammed 
Imtiaz, who was killed in 
Pakistani firing along the 
international border in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s RS 
Pura sector.

“I am proud of my father 
and salute all those who 
sacrificed their lives for the 
country,” Imran told report-
ers at the airport.

“My father was a very 
strong person. I last spoke 
to him at 5:30 am on May 10 
(Saturday). He had suffered 
an injury to his right leg,” he 
said. Sub-inspector Imtiaz 
succumbed to his injuries 
later that evening.

After a guard of honour 
by security personnel and 
a wreath-laying ceremony 
at the airport, the body was 
taken to his village Narayan-
pur in Saran district.

His final rites will be per-
formed with full state hon-

ours later in the day.
Several political leaders 

and officials were present 
at the airport to pay their 
respects, including Leader 
of Opposition in the Bihar 
Assembly Tejashwi Yadav, 
state BJP president Dilip 
Jaiswal, ministers and se-
nior administrative officers.

Imran demanded that 
Pakistan be taught a proper 
lesson for the terror attacks 
in India.

“Pakistan must be taught 
a proper lesson. Our gov-
ernment should give such 
a befitting reply that no son 
has to lose his father again,” 

he said.
Interacting with reporters 

at the airport, Yadav said, 
“Sub-inspector Imtiaz was 
killed while giving a befit-
ting reply to Pakistan at 
the international border in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s RS 
Pura sector. We are safe to-
day because of brave people 
like him. The country will 
always remember their sac-
rifice”.

State Rural Development 
Minister Shravan Kumar 
said, “Mohammed Imtiaz’s 
sacrifice did not go in vain… 
Our brave soldiers have 
avenged his sacrifice”. 

After teetering on the edge 
for nearly a week, border 
regions in the north expe-
rienced a less fraught day, 
with no shelling, no sight-
ings of drones, and a com-
paratively lighter yoke of 
emergency measures.

New Delhi and Islamabad 
reached an understanding 
Saturday to halt military ac-
tions with immediate effect 
after four days of intense 
cross-border drone and 
missile strikes.

Villagers living close to the 
Line of Control who were 
forced to flee due to heavy 
shelling by the Pakistani 
military started returning 
home on Monday.

They started their jour-

ney back to their villages 
after bomb disposal squads 
cleared the residential areas 
of any leftover or unexplod-
ed shells, officials said.

“We are happy that a 
ceasefire has been reached 
between the two countries. 
We are also hopeful that 
Pakistan will not resort to 

such activities again,” said 
Arshad Ahmad, a resident 
of the Kamalkote area in 
Uri.

Uri MLA Sajjad Shafi has 
asked the residents of vil-
lages along the frontline 
to remain vigilant and not 
touch anything suspicious.

“They should immedi-

ately report any suspicious 
objects to the authorities for 
proper disposal,” he said.

Authorities in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Sunday asked 
the residents of border vil-
lages not to rush back as 
residential areas were yet 
to be sanitised and cleared 
of any unexplored shells.

In  Punjab,  markets 
teemed with people in the 
border areas on Monday, 
even though schools in 
some districts remained 
shut. Schools in Ferozepur, 
Fazilka, Pathankot, Amrit-
sar, Tarn Taran, and Gur-
daspur districts, that lie on 
the border with Pakistan, 
remained shut on Monday. 
In Pathankot and Gurdas-
pur, colleges and universi-
ties also remained closed.

The National Commission 
for Women (NCW) on Mon-
day strongly condemned the 
online abuse directed at For-
eign Secretary Vikram Misri 
and his family, particularly 
his daughter, following the 
recent announcement of In-
dia-Pakistan understanding 
of the cessation of hostilities.

In a statement issued, 
NCW Chairperson Vijaya 
Rahatkar described the 
sharing of the Foreign Sec-
retary’s daughter’s personal 
contact details as “deeply 
irresponsible” and a “seri-
ous breach of privacy” that 
endangers their safety.

“The National Commis-
sion for Women strongly 
condemns the reprehen-
sible online abuse directed 
against the family of Shri 
Vikram Misri, Foreign Sec-
retary of India, particularly 
his daughter. Sharing per-
sonal contact details of the 
Foreign Secretary’s daugh-
ter is deeply irresponsible. 

It is a serious breach of pri-
vacy, which puts her safety 
at risk,” the statement read.

She further emphasised 
that such personal attacks 
on the family of India’s “se-
nior-most civil servant” are 
“not only unacceptable but 
also morally indefensible.”

The NCW’s statement 
comes in the wake of In-
dia and Pakistan reaching 
an understanding on May 

10 to halt all military ac-
tions, following a period of 
heightened tensions after 
India’s ‘Operation Sindoor’ 
on May 7, which targeted 
terror camps in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK). Misri, who 
has been at the forefront of 
diplomatic efforts and gov-
ernment announcements 
on the updates related to the 
operation, has been facing 

online trolling, due to which 
he has also locked his X ac-
count from public view.

Rahatkar urged the public 
to maintain decency, civility, 
and restraint and called for a 
collective effort to rise above 
such behaviour

“Such personal attacks on 
family members of the se-
nior-most civil servant of the 
country, like Shri Misri, are 
not only unacceptable but 
also morally indefensible. 
We urge all to maintain de-
cency, civility and restrained 
behaviour. Let us rise above 
this,” the statement added.

Earlier on Sunday, Con-
gress MP Gaurav Gogoi also 
said expressed support for 
Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri, stating that the dip-
lomat has “only conveyed 
the message that the politi-
cal leadership of India has 
taken.” “Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri has done his 
duty impeccably. There is 
absolutely no reason for 
anyone to feel malice to-
wards him.

NCW condemns online abuse against 
FS Vikram Misri, his family

Body of BSF officer killed in Pak 
firing arrives in Patna
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PIB debunks Pakistan’s claims of damaging 
Indian airbases, calls it ‘misleading’

Union Ministers Rijiju, Shekhawat attend Buddha Purnima celebrations

Border regions come back to life as fog of war lifts

Authorities have 
cleared the way 
for residents of 

six border villages in the 
Uri sector of Baramulla 
district to return to their 
homes following the suc-
cessful disposal of unex-
ploded ordnances (UXOs) 
after recent cross-border 
shelling.

Police confirmed that at 
least 20 unexploded shells 
had been reported across 
17 locations in the district. 
Seven of these UXOs were 
safely located and disposed 
of in the villages of Kamal-
kote, Madhan, Gowhal-
lan, Salamabad (Bijhama), 
Gangerhill, and Gawalta, 
all situated in the Uri sec-
tor.

Following the clearance 
operation, the district ad-
ministration allowed evac-
uees from these six villages 
to return to their homes. 
However, authorities cau-
tioned that there may still 
be other unexploded ord-

nances in the area that have 
not yet been detected.

“These UXOs pose a criti-
cal risk to life and property. 
For the safety and wellbe-
ing of all citizens, all are 
hereby advised to observe 
the mandatory precau-
tions,” police stated. Resi-
dents were urged not to 
touch or tamper with any 

suspicious objects and to 
report them immediately 
to local authorities or se-
curity forces. 

In addition, the police 
issued a strong advisory 
urging the public to avoid 
areas where UXOs are 
suspected and warned 
against unauthorized ac-
cess to such zones, as mis-

handling of these unstable 
devices could result in fatal 
consequences.

On Sunday, as the cease-
fire between India and 
Pakistan took effect, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police 
had advised people not to 
return to the border villag-
es due to the danger posed 
by the unexploded shells.

Uri: residents of border can retUrn post Unexploded shells’ disposal
AjAy jANDyAl
SRiNAGAR
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‘We have not 
hit Kirana 
Hills’: IAF

The Indian Air Force (IAF) 
on Monday categorically de-
nied rumors circulating on 
social media that it had tar-
geted Pakistan’s Kirana Hills, 
a location often speculated 
to host a nuclear facility. Ad-
dressing the media during 
a briefing on Operation 
Sindoor, Director General 
of Air Operations, Air Mar-
shal AK Bharti, dismissed 
the claims, stating, “We have 
not hit Kirana Hills, what-
ever is there.” He clarified 
that the rumors lacked any 
factual basis and were not 
reflective of the actual targets 
chosen in the recent counter-
offensive operations. The 
speculation emerged after 
reports surfaced suggesting 
that India’s recent airstrikes 
had struck an airbase in Sar-
godha, Pakistan. Some un-
verified sources linked this 
airbase to the Kirana Hills 
region, believed by some 
analysts to house an under-
ground nuclear storage site.
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KEY POiNTs

n 20 unexploded shells 
were reported across 
17 locations in Baram-
ulla district.

n  Seven UXOs safely dis-
posed of in Kamalkote, 
Madhan, and other vil-
lages.

n  Evacuated residents from six villages allowed to return after clearance.
n Authorities warned of undetected UXOs still posing risks.
n  Precautions urged: avoid touching suspicious objects and report to 

authorities.
n  Public advisory issued to avoid areas with suspected UXOs.
n  Police caution against unauthorized access to risky zones.

Asserting that the recent 
Pakistani shelling in Jam-
mu and Kashmir created a 
“war-like situation”, with 
Poonch district bearing 
the brunt of the attack, con 
Monday said those who 
had left their homes can 
return as a military under-
standing between the two 
countries is in place now.

Abdullah also dismissed 
the Pakistani military’s on-
going propaganda, saying 
the neighbouring country 
will continue to push it, 
but the reality is known to 
the world.

“They (border residents) 
should now try to return to 
their homes. Eighty to 90 
per cent of Poonch town is 
vacant. They had left their 
homes when shelling was 
taking place. Now that the 
shelling has stopped, they 
can return to their homes,” 

Abdullah told reporters 
here.

Accompanied by his 
cabinet colleague Javed 
Rana, Advisor Nasir Aslam 
Wani and MLA Aijaz Jan, 
the chief minister on Mon-
day reached out to those 
affected by the Pakistani 
shelling in the Poonch 
and Surankote areas, and 
emphasised the need for 
setting up bunkers in the 
region.

Abdullah, who was also 
accompanied by his sons 
Zamir and Zahir, described 
the recent escalation along 
the Line of Control (LoC) as 
a “war-like” situation, with 

Poonch district suffering 
the heaviest shelling.

“For the last three-four 
days, there was a kind 
of war-like atmosphere 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Among all the areas that 
faced the brunt of the cross-
border shelling, Poonch 
was the worst affected,” he 
said. The National Confer-
ence (NC) leader said this 
is the first time that shells 
have fallen right in the 
middle of towns and heavy 
bombardment has taken 
place. “We have lost 13 pre-
cious lives. My purpose for 
coming here today is, at the 
very least, to reach those 
homes where this tragedy 
occurred,” he said.

Abdullah met with mem-
bers of the local civil society 
and commended the people 
of Poonch for maintaining 
communal harmony in the 
face of adversity. “Despite 
the difficult circumstances, 
they upheld the legacy of 

unity among Hindus, Mus-
lims and Sikhs,” he said.

Replying to a question on 
the indiscriminate nature 
of the shelling, the chief 
minister clarified that reli-
gious places were not spe-
cifically targeted, but areas 
near madrassas, temples, 
dargahs and gurdwaras 
were hit. “Their firing was 
random and reckless,” he 
said. Abdullah emphasised 
the need for preparedness 
to prevent future casual-
ties. “If such a situation 
arises again, we must en-
sure that such loss of lives 
does not happen. We have 
received several construc-
tive suggestions from the 
civil society and we will 
begin working on their 
implementation,” the chief 
minister said.

Replying to a question 
on Pakistan’s motives, 
he said, “I do not have a 
magic wand to read their  
intentions. 

AGENciEs
PooNch/JAmmu

Those who left their homes can return now: J&K CM

NCW Chairperson described the sharing 
of the Foreign Secretary’s daughter’s 
personal contact details as “deeply 
irresponsible” and a “serious breach of 
privacy” that endangers their safety.

“I am proud of my father and salute all those 
who sacrificed their lives for the country,” 
Imran told reporters at the airport.

In a recent media briefing, 
Pakistan’s Director General 
of Inter-Services Public 
Relations (DG ISPR) 
cited an Indian news 
channel, alleging damage 
to an Indian airbase. 

Residents of villages near India-Pakistan border, who were 
evacuated to safer places due to recent attacks from Pakistan, 
return to their homes after both countries reached a bilateral 
understanding, at Uri in Baramulla district, jammu & Kashmir, 
Monday. Agency

Union Minister of Minority Affairs Kiren Rijiju and Union Minister 
of Culture Gajendra Singh Shekhawat pose for a picture with 
monks during an event on the occasion of Buddha Purnima, 
at the National Museum in New Delhi on Monday. (ANI Photo)
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The Supreme Court 
has directed the 
Central Empowered 

Committee (CEC) to inves-
tigate the allegations that 
an embankment has been 
constructed on the Yamuna 
River near the Kalesar Wild-
life Sanctuary in Haryana’s 
Yamunanagar district to 
facilitate rampant and po-
tentially illegal mining op-
erations.

The court’s directive fol-
lows a plea raising environ-
mental concerns over the al-
leged diversion of the river’s 
natural flow from Haryana 
to Uttar Pradesh.

Hearing the matter the 
double judge bench com-
prising Justice B R Gavai 
and Justice Augustine 
George Masih stated that 
the issue merited a detailed 
and independent inquiry 
by the CEC. The order was 
issued in response to a peti-
tion filed by environmental 
advocate Gaurav Kumar 
Bansal.

According to the petition-
er the embankment near 
Kalesar had altered the 
Yamuna’s natural course, 
resulting in a significant 
diversion of the river’s flow 
away from Haryana. He 
argued that this change 
was orchestrated to enable 
unregulated mining in the 

area, potentially threaten-
ing the ecological balance of 
the region and the protected 
sanctuary.

Therefore, it would be ap-
propriate that the Central 
Empowered Committee 
(CEC) examines the issues 
and submit its report, the 
bench observed in its order.

The apex court has in-
structed the petitioner to 
provide copies of the plea 
to the legal representatives 
of both Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh, allowing the two 
state governments to submit 
their responses to the alle-
gations. The case has been 
listed for further hearing in 
the last week of May.

The Kalesar Wildlife Sanc-

tuary, located in the eastern 
part of Haryana’s Yamu-
nanagar district at the foot-
hills of the Shivalik range, 
is a biodiversity-rich area 
home to numerous species 
of flora and fauna. It is eco-
logically sensitive, and any 
disruption to the Yamuna 
River’s flow in this region 
could have severe environ-
mental implications.

The CEC, constituted by 
the Supreme Court in May 
2002, is tasked with over-
seeing the enforcement of 
the court’s environmental 
directives, including those 
related to forest conser-
vation, afforestation, en-
croachment removal, and 
wildlife protection.

SC orderS probe into alleged mining-linked embankment on Yamuna

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

military on Saturday night, 
there were no such inci-
dents on Sunday night.

“The night remained 
largely peaceful across Jam-
mu & Kashmir and other 
areas along the internation-
al border,” the Army said in 
a brief statement.

“No incidents have been 
reported, marking the first 
calm night in recent days,” 
it said.

Hours  ahead of  the 
DGMO talks, senior offi-
cials of the Indian military 

addressed a media brief-
ing, highlighting various 
aspects of the Operation 
Sindoor.

“We have iterated that 
our fight was with terror-
ists and their support in-
frastructure (in Pakistan),” 
Director General of Air Op-
erations Air Marshal AK 
Bharti said.

“However, it is a pity that 
the Pakistan military chose 
to intervene and bat for the 
terrorists, which compelled 
us to respond in kind,” he 
said.

Under Operation Sindoor, 

India carried out precision 
strikes on terror infra-
structure early on May 7 in 
response to the April 22 Pa-
halgam terror attack.

Following the Indian ac-
tion, Pakistan attempted to 
attack Indian military bases 
on May 8, 9 and 10.

The Pakistani attempts 
were strongly responded to 
by the Indian side by inflict-
ing heavy damage to a num-
ber of key Pakistani mili-
tary installations including 
air bases, air defence sys-
tems, command and con-
trol centres and radar sites.

India Pak DGMOs hold talks Op Sindoor uprooted Pak’s terror foundation: PM 

CPM urges to convene 
special session

13 women, 4 children killed

Missile debris, bomb 
found as border search 

Maintaining regular surveillanceAfter getting information about the ac-
cident, a police team was sent to the spot, 
and the injured were taken to Dr Bhimrao 
Ambedkar Hospital, Raipur.

District collector Gaurav Singh said dis-
trict administration officials also reached 
the spot.

Police have registered a case, and the mat-
ter is being investigated, the collector said.

Chief Minister Sai expressed grief over the 
incident and announced a compensation of 
Rs 5 lakh each to the families of the deceased 
and Rs 50,000 each to the injured persons.

Sai has instructed officials to ensure prop-
er treatment for the injured persons.
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Blackout again 
in Amritsar

Neeraj MohaN
ChANDiGARh

Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) on Monday an-
nounced that civilian flight 
operations will resume at 
32 airports that were tem-
porarily shut last week in 
view of the military stand-
off between India and Paki-
stan.

Air India on Monday an-
nounced that it is work-
ing towards commencing 
flights to and from Jammu, 
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur, 
Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamnagar, 
Chandigarh and Rajkot.

Air India took to X to an-
nounce this travel advisory. 
The airlines said that their 
teams are working to bring 
operations at these airports 

back to normal.
“Following a notification 

from aviation authorities 
on the reopening of air-
ports, Air India is work-
ing towards progressively 
commencing flights to and 
from Jammu, Srinagar, Leh, 
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuj, 
Jamnagar, Chandigarh and 
Rajkot. We appreciate your 
understanding at this time 
as our teams work on bring-
ing operations at these air-
ports back to normal. Please 
stay tuned for further up-
dates,” Air India said.

In a statement on Monday, 
state-owned AAI said the 32 
airports that were closed for 
civilian aircraft operations 
till 0529 hours of May 15 are 
now available for operations 
with immediate effect.

32 airports to resume 
ops, Air India flights 
in routes affected

Tariff truce for 90 days: 
US cuts by 30%,…

Haryana CM vows to make Yamuna pollution-free

these are conducted under 
the umbrella of a compre-
hensive and effective layered 
fleet air defence mechanism 
that caters for all threats, be 
it drones, high-speed mis-
siles or aircraft, both fight-
ers as well as surveillance 
aircraft,” he said. The joint 
briefing was also addressed 
by the Indian Army’s DGMO 
Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai and Air 
Marshal AK Bharti.

Vice Admiral Pramod 
said that the Indian Navy 
was at an advantage dur-
ing Operation Sindoor and 
the presence of the carrier 
battle group ensured that 
the adversory did not get any 
chance to come close.

He said the Indian Navy 
operates as a composite na-
val force that can address 
air, surface, and subsur-
face threats. Vice Admiral 
Pramod said Indian Navy’s 
presence compelled the Paki-
stani air operations to remain 
bottled up “denying any op-
portunity to be a threat in the 
maritime space”.

“The Indian Navy main-
tains credible capability to 
detect, identify and neu-

tralize any aerial platforms 
that threaten our units at 
sea...To sum up, the Indian 
Navy’s dominance ensured 
that, should we choose to, we 
can strike at will,” he said.

In his remarks, Director 
General Air Operations Air 
Marshal AK Bharti detailed 
the success of the Indian 
Armed Forces’ Operation 
Sindoor, launched on May 
7, targeting nine terrorist 
infrastructure sites in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (PoK).

The operation, a response 
to the April 22, Pahalgam, 
terror attack, was executed 
with precision to minimize 
damage to civilian and mili-
tary infrastructure despite 
intervention by the Paki-
stani military. Air Marshal 
Bharti emphasised that the 
Indian Armed Forces’ fight 
was solely against terrorists 
and their support networks, 
not the Pakistani military. 
The Armed forces also dis-
played a video that showed 
the destruction to Pakistani 
ordinance in the strikes.

He noted that the Pakistan 
military chose to intervene, 
and thus any loss from their 

side was their sole respon-
sibility.

“We had a detailed brief on 
the successful joint opera-
tions to destroy the terror op-
eration in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir and Pakistan itself... 
We reiterated that our fight 
was with terrorists and their 
support infrastructure and 
not with the Pakistani mili-
tary. However, it is a pity that 
the Pakistani military chose 
to intervene and back the ter-
rorists, which compelled us 
to respond, and whatever 
loss they suffered, it was 
their own responsibility,” 
he stated. The Air Marshal 
highlighted the effective-
ness of India’s layered and 
intricate air defence (AD) 
system, which played a 
pivotal role in thwarting 
multiple waves of Pakistani 
drones and unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs). The robust 
AD environment, compris-
ing assets from the Indian 
Army, Navy, and Air Force, 
included multilayered sen-
sors and weapon systems, 
indigenously developed soft 
and hard-kill counter-UAV 
systems, and highly trained 
personnel. 

nation, as well as to the 
peace-loving international 
community.  However, 
several pressing concerns 
remain unaddressed -- 
particularly regarding the 
terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam.”

The “heinous attack” in 
Pahalgam has “deeply shak-
en the conscience of the na-
tion”. Yet, the overwhelming 
unity displayed by citizens 
across the country in its af-
termath is a powerful and 
invaluable force, he added.

Baby said this solidar-
ity must be harnessed to 
isolate terrorists and their 
supporters -- both domestic 
and foreign.

“Regrettably, this mo-
ment of national unity is 
being undermined by viru-
lent campaigns of hatred 
and jingoism, as well as 
the spread of misinforma-
tion by certain media out-
lets and elements on social 
media. These actions have 
caused significant confu-
sion and unrest among the 
public,” he said.

The CPI(M) general secre-
tary said US President Don-
ald Trump’s announcement 
“regarding the ceasefire 
-- made prior to any official 
statement from our repre-
sentatives -- has raised seri-
ous concerns”.

In d i a  a n d  Pa k i st a n 
reached an agreement to 
stop all firings and military 
actions on land, air and sea 
on May 10 after four days 
of cross-border strikes that 
triggered fears of a wider 
conflict.

In a short announcement, 
Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri had said the direc-
tors general of military op-
erations of the two countries 
agreed on the understand-
ing during a call.

Baby said in his letter to 
the prime minister, “It is an 
avowedly accepted policy of 
our country that we settle 
our disputes bilaterally, 
without allowing any third-
party intervention. There-
fore, this situation requires 
clear and authoritative clar-
ification from the highest 
levels of our government.”

past—he signalled a new fu-
ture. “Operation Sindoor has 
drawn a new line in the fight 
against terrorism… it has es-
tablished a new benchmark, 
a new normal,” he said.

Addressing the Pakistani 
military establishment di-
rectly, he said, “Pakistan had 
prepared to strike at the bor-
der… but India struck at the 
heart of Pakistan.” The scale 
of India’s action was under-
lined when he revealed: 
“Over a hundred terrorist 
targets have been neutral-
ized with surgical preci-
sion. This is the language 
Pakistan understands—the 
language of decisive action.” 

Asserting the hollowness of 
Pakistan’s defence, Modi 
added, “The so-called de-
fenders of Pakistan folded 
under pressure. Their hol-
lowness stands exposed 
before the world.”

He warned that the fight 
is far from over. “Every inch 
of land where terror is bred, 
harboured, or supported—
no matter across which 
border—remains within the 
reach of our Armed Forces.” 
And in a moment of strategic 
revelation, Modi disclosed 
that Pakistan’s military 
leadership had reached out: 
“When their knees buckled, 
it was Pakistan’s Director 
General of Military Opera-
tions who reached out to 

ours, begging for peace. This 
was not diplomacy—it was 
surrender.”

To those raising the nucle-
ar threat, his message was 
firm: “The era of nuclear 
blackmail is over. India’s 
resolve is stronger than any 
threat.”

Modi reinforced India’s po-
sition on talks and terrorism. 
“Terror and talk cannot go 
together… terror and trade 
cannot go together. And… 
water and blood cannot flow 
together.” On Pakistan’s fu-
ture, he warned, “The Paki-
stani Army… the Pakistani 
government… the way they 
are nurturing terrorism… it 
will one day destroy Paki-
stan itself.”

He laid out clear terms for 
any future engagement: “If 
there is any talk with Paki-
stan, it will be on terrorism… 
if there is any talk with Paki-
stan, it will be on PoK.”

During his address to 
the nation, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi says, 
“When Indian missiles and 
drones attacked those sites 
in Pakistan, it was not just 
the buildings of the terror-
ist organisations but their 
courage also shook. Terror-
ist sites like Bhawalpur and 
Muridke were the universi-
ties of global terrorism. All 
big terrorist attacks in the 
world, including 9/11 or big 
terrorist attacks in India, 
are somehow or the other 

connected to these terrorist 
sites.”

Modi also emphasized a 
broader global principle: 
“Certainly, this is not an era 
of war… but this is not an era 
of terrorism either.” He add-
ed, “Zero tolerance against 
terrorism is the guarantee 
of a better world.”

Bringing the focus back 
to India’s firm position, he 
declared, “There is no dif-
ference between a terrorist 
and the one who shelters or 
supports them. They are all 
enemies of humanity, and 
they will all meet the same 
fate.” He promised that In-
dia’s response will remain 
“swift, decisive, and uncom-
promising.”

as a clerk at A.S. Senior Sec-
ondary School in Khanna, 
Punjab, had shared the mis-
leading and provocative vid-
eo on social media. The con-
tent caused outrage among 
locals in his village, Hariyon 
Kalan, who condemned the 
act as anti-national and de-
manded strict action.

The matter reached the 
attention of SSP Khanna, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
of Ludhiana, and officials 
at the Dholewal Military 
Complex. Police, under DSP 
Amritpal Singh Bhatti, have 
confiscated Satwant Singh’s 
mobile phone and arrested 
him. The Cyber Crime Cell is 
now investigating the source 
of the video and checking all 
platforms where it may have 
been circulated. Authorities 

are also probing whether 
the clerk was part of a larger 
conspiracy.

Meanwhile, normalcy 
is returning in the region, 
with airports in Punjab, 
Chandigarh, and Himachal 
Pradesh reopening after 
being shut down for five 
days. In Punjab, airports 
at Amritsar, Adampur (Ja-
landhar), and Sahnewal 
(Ludhiana) have resumed 
operations, alongside Chan-
digarh airport.

IndiGo Airlines has re-
leased its flight schedule 
for Amritsar airport, with 
the first flight from Delhi to 
Amritsar scheduled to de-
part at 8 PM.

In Himachal Pradesh, air-
ports at Shimla, Dharam-
shala (Kangra), and Kullu 
also reopened from 10:30 
AM onward. 

A monk covers a statue of Lord Buddha with an umbrella 
amid rains, on Buddha Purnima, in Agartala. ANI

blackout as of now. 
There is nothing to worry, 

as confirmed by armed 
forces officers. They are 
on regular vigil as always,” 
Jalandhar Deputy Commis-
sioner Himanshu Aggarwal 
said in a message at 9:15 pm.

Punjab shares a 553-ki-
lometre border with Paki-
stan.

We are alert. We are en-
forcing a blackout,” Amrit-
sar Deputy Commissioner 
Sakshi Sawhney said in a 
message and urged people 
to stay away from windows.

There was no comment 
from IndiGo.

Amritsar was among the 
32 airports that were re-
opened for civilian flights 
on Monday after being tem-
porarily shut in the wake 
of the military conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan.

mechanism to continue dis-
cussions about economic 
and trade relations.

The representative from 
the Chinese side for these 
discussions will be He Li-
feng, Vice Premier of the 
State Council, and the rep-
resentatives from the US 
side will be Scott Bessent, 
Secretary of the Treasury, 
and Jamieson Greer, United 
States Trade Representa-
tive.

“These discussions may 
be conducted alternately in 
China and the United States, 
or a third country upon 
agreement of the Parties. 
As required, the two sides 
may conduct working-level 
consultations on relevant 
economic and trade issues,” 
the joint statement added.

US President Donald 

Trump had imposed recip-
rocal tariffs on dozens of 
countries with which the 
US has a trade deficit. Later, 
President Trump decided to 
pause the tariffs for 90 days 
after many countries initiat-
ed talks with the US admin-
istration for a trade deal. In 
these 90 days starting April 
9, President Trump imposes 
a 10 per cent baseline tariff 
on all countries.

For China, Trump had in-
dicated that the tariffs may 
go up to as high as 245 per 
cent. For the US, Chinese 
tariffs were at 125 per cent.

Since assuming office for 
his second term, President 
Trump has reiterated his 
stance on tariff reciprocity, 
emphasising that the Unit-
ed States will match tariffs 
imposed by other countries, 
including India, to ensure 
fair trade.

CHANDIGARH: Hary-
ana Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini has issued 
special directions to offi-
cials to ensure that no un-
treated or contaminated 
water is discharged into 
the river. Chairing a high-
level review meeting with 
senior officials, the Chief 
Minister emphasized 
the urgent need to curb 
industrial pollution and 
promote sustainable wa-
ter management practices 
across the state.

During the meeting the 
chief minister directed 

that in areas where indus-
trial waste is currently be-
ing released into the river, 
the establishment of Com-
mon Effluent Treatment 
Plants (CETPs) should be 
expedited without delay. 
He instructed depart-
ments to prepare com-
prehensive project pro-
posals for the installation 
of CETPs in all relevant 
urban centers.

Further promoting eco-
friendly water reuse, the 
Chief Minister called for 
a dedicated mechanism to 
use the treated water from 

CETPs for irrigation pur-
poses. “This will not only 
prevent pollution but also 
support agriculture by 
providing an additional 
water source,” he said.

In preparation for the 
monsoon season, Saini 
also instructed officials 
to clean and strengthen 
all water harvesting and 
groundwater recharge 
structures to maximize 
rainwater storage and im-
prove groundwater levels. 
He stressed that proper 
upkeep of these struc-
tures was crucial for long-

term water security.
During the meeting, 

officials informed the 
Chief Minister that the 
Haryana State Drought 
Relief and Flood Con-
trol Board had approved 
209 short-term projects 
worth Rs 282 crore-of 
these, work is already 
underway on 103 proj-
ects, while the remaining 
are in different phases of 
approval. It was also re-
ported that the cleaning 
of all drains across the 
state will be completed 
by June 30.
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Amidst the India-
Pakistan tension, 
a n  i mp o r t a nt 

meeting was held between 
the defence forces and the 
Maharashtra state govern-
ment at CM’s residence 
under the chairmanship of 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis. Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis said 
that the state government 
will work in greater coor-
dination with the defence 
forces.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde, Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar 
were also present at this 
meeting on security and 
preparedness in the state. 
From the Indian Army, Lt. 
General Pawan Chadha, 
Colonel Sandeep Seal, 

from the Indian Navy, 
Rear Admiral Anil Jaggi, 
Naval Commander Nitesh 
Garg, from the Indian Air 
Force, Air Vice Marshal 
Rajat Mohan were present 
at the meeting. Represen-
tatives from Reserve Bank, 
JNPT, BPT, Mumbai Stock 
Exchange, National Stock 
Exchange, ATS, Home 
Guard were present.

The meeting discussed 

the exchange of intelli-
gence information, more 
use of technology and 
what precautions to take. 
The cooperation expected 
from the state government 
with the defence forces 
and the establishment of a 
faster coordination mech-
anism were discussed.

Speaking on this occa-
sion, Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis said that 

the strength and precision 
with which the Indian 
Army carried out Opera-
tion Sindoor is unprec-
edented.

“I salute the defence 
forces. A city like Mumbai 
is very important. It is the 
financial capital of India. 
When Mumbai was at-
tacked earlier, the enemy 
tried to show that we at-
tacked the financial capital 
of India. In the coming pe-
riod, we will have to work 
with full force. In this 
situation, the exchange of 
intelligence information is 
very important. Everyone 
will have to be more care-
ful about cybersecurity. 
Let the senior officers of 
the state government and 
the defence forces officers 
work together with more 
coordination.” CM Fad-
navis said.

State Chief Secretary 
Sujata Saunik, Secre-
tary in the Chief Min-
ister’s Secretariat, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary, 
 Home Department Iqbal 
Singh Chahal, Director 
General of Police Rashmi 
Shukla, Mumbai Police 
Commissioner Deven 
Bharti,  Mumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation Ad-
ditional Commissioner 
Vipin Sharma, Additional 
Director General of Police, 
Civil Security Prabhat Ku-
mar, Additional Inspector 
General of Police, Intelli-
gence Department Shirish 
Jain, Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Disaster Manage-
ment, State Sonia Sethi, as 
well as Mumbai District 
and Mumbai Suburban 
District Collectors and 
officers of other depart-
ments were also present.

Maharashtra govt holds Meeting 
with defence forces

Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde on 
Monday thanked all three 
services for giving a befit-
ting reply to Pakistan and 
said that Mumbai is the 
financial capital and the 
state government needs to 
be “fully alert”, as the city 
was earlier targeted by ter-
rorists in 2008.

“An important meeting re-
lated to security has taken 
place with the Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Civil Defence 
under the chairmanship of 
the CM. A discussion was 
held to appoint a nodal 
officer. This is the finan-
cial capital, so Mumbai is 
always targeted. We need 
to be fully alert,” Eknath 
Shinde said.

He further thanked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for giving a freehand to all 
three services.

“I want to thank all three 
services for giving a befit-

ting reply...Thanks to PM 
Modi for giving freehand 
to all three services. Earli-
er, no one ever dared to give 
freehand to the armed forc-
es, no matter how bad the 
situation was,” he added.

Earlier today, an impor-
tant meeting was held be-
tween the defence forces 
and the Maharashtra 
government at the CM’s 
residence under the chair-
manship of Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis.

CM Fadnavis said that 
the state government will 
work in greater coordina-
tion with the defence forces.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde, Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar 
were also present at this 
meeting on security and 
preparedness in the state. 
From the Indian Army, Lt. 
General Pawan Chadha, 
Colonel Sandeep Seal, 
from the Indian Navy, Rear 
Admiral Anil Jaggi, Naval 
Commander Nitesh Garg, 
from the Indian Air Force, 
Air Vice Marshal Rajat 
Mohan were present at the 
meeting. Representatives 
from Reserve Bank, JNPT, 
BPT, Mumbai Stock Ex-
change, National Stock Ex-
change, ATS, Home Guard 
were present.

The meeting discussed 
the exchange of intelli-
gence information, more 
use of technology and what 
precautions to take. The 
cooperation expected from 
the state government with 
the defence forces and the 
establishment of a faster 
coordination mechanism 
were discussed.

‘Mumbai is always targeted’: 
Maharashtra Deputy CM 
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The meeting discussed the exchange of intelligence information, more 
use of technology and what precautions to take.

'Op Sindoor reflects strength, maturity 
of new India’s security doctrine'

The Indian Youth Congress 
(IYC) on Monday arranged 
for the return of Kerala stu-
dents stranded in Jammu 
and Kashmir to their home-
towns.

IYC national president 
Uday Bhanu Chib claimed 
that they were contacted 
by students of the Sher-e-
Kashmir Agricultural Uni-
versity in Srinagar, through 
the #SOSIYC initiative after 
being stuck there due to the 
lack of public transport. A 
bus was arranged to bring 
them to Delhi, and they 
were then sent to Kerala 
with essential items for the 
journey, said a statement.

He also said the organisa-
tion is committed to helping 
people in times of crisis and 
is keeping politics aside. 
Whenever the country 
faced a crisis, the Congress 
and the Indian Youth Con-

gress prioritised the coun-
try’s interest,” he said.

“In this hour of crisis, our 
workers are leaving all polit-
ical programmes and stand-
ing firmly with people with 
compassion, dedication and 
courage. We remain active 
on the ground in the con-
flict-hit areas like Poonch, 
running relief camps, pro-
viding food, shelter and 
medical help to displaced 
families.” he added.

Chib also said that Con-

gress leaders, including 
Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul 
Gandhi, KC Venugopal and 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
had directed the IYC to as-
sist those affected with the 
help of the #SOSIYC initia-
tive.

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Monday stressed that the 
Centre should convene an all-party 
meeting after the announcement of 
cessation of hostilities between In-
dia and Pakistan.

Speaking to the media, Siddara-
maiah said, “Ceasefire has been de-
clared. Both countries have agreed. 
DGMOs are meeting. Let’s see what 
decision is made there. An all-party 
meeting should have been called 
before the Ceasefire. Parliament 
should have also been held along 
with it. It’s a very serious matter.”

Earlier on Sunday, in a joint press 
conference held at the National Me-
dia Centre, the senior-most opera-
tional commanders from all three 
wings of the Indian Armed Forces 
revealed the significant outcomes of 

India’s Operation Sindoor.
During the briefing, the Indian 

Armed Forces issued a clear warn-
ing to Pakistan, stating, “This time, 
if Pakistan dare take any action, 
Pakistan knows what we are going 
to do”

In addition to eliminating over 100 
terrorists, the strikes targeted 11 Air 
bases inside Pakistan and inflicted 

significant damage on their military 
capabilities. The air, land and sea 
operations were carried out with 
calibrated restraint, emphasising 
minimising civilian casualties, as 
stated in a press conference.

Regarding the issue of sending 
back Pakistani nationals, the Chief 
Minister clarified, “There are only 
three children in Mysore. The rest 
have been sent. Except for three chil-
dren under the age of six, all Paki-
stani nationals have been sent back 
to their entire state. What is happen-
ing there is that there is a Pakistani 
husband, a wife from here, and three 
children. They went to the border, 
but no one came to take them there, 
so they came back again.”

Siddaramaiah further asserted 
that his government’s performance 
is delivered in a way that was prom-
ised. “Our government has done as 
it promised,” he said.

Amid the ongoing ten-
sions between India and 
Pakistan, the Andhra 
Pradesh government, led 
by Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu, has taken 
proactive measures to en-
sure the safety of its stu-
dents and ensure that no 
Andhra Pradesh student 
studying in border states 
feels abandoned or alone.

The state is working 
with concern and urgency 
around the clock to bring 
its students back safely 
from regions like Punjab, 
Jammu & Kashmir, Rajast-
han, and Gujarat. It is pro-
viding them with shelter, 

food, and support as they 
travel back to their homes.

As per a release, 441 
students have reached 
Andhra Pradesh Bhavan 
in Delhi, of whom 158 have 
already returned to their 
hometowns in Andhra 
Pradesh. 283 students are 
currently staying at the 
Bhavan. These include 
130 students from NIT 

Srinagar, 120 from LPU 
University, 16 from Sher-
e-Kashmir University, 
and 10 from Lamrin Tech 
Skills University in Pun-
jab. An additional 20 stu-
dents from NIT Srinagar 
are expected to arrive by 
Monday evening.

To facilitate their travel, 
the government has issued 
40 Emergency Quota (EQ) 

letters for train tickets, and 
food is being arranged for 
300 students currently 
at AP Bhavan. The state 
is making all necessary 
arrangements to ensure 
these students return 
home safely and with dig-
nity.

Meanwhile, Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu 
paid tribute to army jawan 
Murali Naik, who was 
killed in the line of duty 
during cross-border fir-
ing by the Pakistani forces 
along the Line of Control 
(LoC). According to an of-
ficial release from the TDP, 
CM Naidu condoled the 
demise of the young sol-
dier from Ananthapuram 
district.

An anti-war rally in Kol-
kata, which called for peace 
and de-escalation between 
India and Pakistan, was al-
legedly disrupted by BJP 
supporters on Monday. The 
rally, organized by Left-
leaning student groups, 
intellectuals, and civil soci-
ety members, aimed to ad-
dress the escalating military 

tensions between the two 
neighboring countries. The 
demonstration took place 
in the backdrop of growing 
concerns over the impact of 
armed conflict on civilians, 
with the situation between 
India and Pakistan reaching 
a boiling point.

The protesters had assem-
bled at Moulali, located in 
central Kolkata, with plans 
to march toward Esplanade 
to voice their opposition 

to war and promote peace. 
However, their efforts were 
met with strong opposition 
from a group of BJP leaders 
and supporters, who arrived 
at the scene waving national 
flags. The BJP supporters, 
led by party leader Sajal 
Ghosh, accused the anti-war 
protesters of being “traitors” 
and allegedly hurled black 
ink at them, intensifying an 
already charged atmosphere.

Speaking to the media, 

Ghosh expressed his deter-
mination to halt the march, 
claiming, “We won’t let this 
march happen. These people 
love Pakistan and oppose 
India’s interests.” The BJP 
leader’s statement reflected 
the party’s consistent stance 
on national security and its 
opposition to any activities 
that could be perceived as 
undermining India’s stra-
tegic and military interests. 
Ghosh further accused the 

protesters of siding with 
Pakistan, drawing a sharp 
line between those who ad-
vocate for peace and those 
who are seen as sympathetic 
to the enemy.

On the other hand, the 
anti-war demonstrators re-
sponded by accusing the BJP 
of hypocrisy, highlighting a 
stark contradiction with the 
central government’s recent 
decision to agree to a cease-
fire along the India-Pakistan 

border. The ceasefire agree-
ment was viewed by many as 
a step toward de-escalation 
and a potential avenue for 
peace talks between the two 
nations. The protesters also 
voiced concerns that the 
BJP, along with its ideologi-
cal ally, the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS), was 
working on behalf of inter-
national arms dealers who 
profit from the continuation 
of war.

Indian Youth Congress 
arranges for return of Kerala 
students stranded in J&K

‘An all-party meeting should have been 
called’: Karnataka CM 

Andhra govt evacuates 441 students from 
border states 

BJP furious over peace rally in Kolkata against Indo-Pak war, labels protesters as ‘traitors’

The ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in Arunachal 
P r a d e s h  o n  Mo n d ay 
praised Operation Sindoor 
as a landmark event that 
exemplifies the strength and 
maturity of India’s evolv-
ing security doctrine. The 
state BJP president, Kaling 
Moyong, emphasized that 
the operation symbolized a 
pivotal moment in India’s 
battle against terrorism, 
particularly in the context 
of strategic defense and for-
eign policy initiatives under-
taken by the country under 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s leadership.

Moyong referred to Opera-
tion Sindoor as an illustra-
tion of a “proactive and un-
compromising new India,” 
a country that no longer 
shies away from confront-
ing security threats head-
on. He highlighted that the 
operation was not merely 
a reactive or punitive mea-

sure, but a carefully crafted 
strategic response aimed 
at addressing terrorism at 
its roots while demonstrat-
ing restraint and precision 
in military action. The BJP 
leader specifically lauded 
the Indian Armed Forces for 
their ability to carry out the 
operation with remarkable 
surgical precision, ensuring 
that the key objectives were 
met while minimizing civil-
ian casualties. This care-
ful approach was critical 
in maintaining the ethical 
high ground and avoiding 
an escalation into full-scale 

military conflict with neigh-
boring Pakistan.

The primary objective of 
Operation Sindoor, accord-
ing to the BJP, was to target 
terrorist groups operating 
in the border regions with-
out provoking an all-out 
war. Moyong emphasized 
that the operation reflected 
a major shift in India’s de-
fense posture—one that 
moves beyond mere retali-
ation to proactive defense 
and preemptive actions 
against threats. He noted 
that India’s response to ter-
rorism and cross-border 
aggression has undergone a 
significant transformation, 
evolving from a traditionally 
defensive stance to one that 
seeks to neutralize threats 
before they can materialize 
into larger crises.

One of the most significant 
aspects of the operation, ac-
cording to Moyong, was 
the ability to carry out the 
mission with such preci-
sion that civilian harm was 
avoided. 
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Fire breaks out at 
Chennai’s Shoba Textiles

A fire broke out on Monday 
at Shoba Textiles, located 
on Renganathan Street in 
Chennai’s T Nagar area, 
creating panic, fire officials 
said.

Fire and rescue personnel 
instructed nearby shops to 
shut down and asked staff 
and customers to evacu-
ate as a precautionary 
measure. This is one of the 
busiest shopping areas in 
the city. Short circuit is sus-
pected to be reason for the 
fire. However, “No casual-
ties have been reported,” 
said an official.

An investigation into the 
incident is underway, and 
further details are awaited.

In response to frequent 
factory fires in India, sev-
eral precautions are being 
taken to minimize risks 
and ensure safety. One of 
the primary measures is 
the strict enforcement of 
fire safety norms, which in-
clude the installation of fire 

extinguishers, sprinklers, 
and fire alarms through-
out industrial premises. 
Factories are required 
to regularly conduct fire 
drills and train employees 
in emergency evacuation 
procedures. Additionally, 
the use of non-flammable 
materials and fire-resis-
tant building structures 
is mandated in high-risk 
areas to prevent the spread 
of flames.

Safety audits are regularly 
conducted by government 
bodies and insurance com-
panies to ensure that fac-
tories adhere to fire safety 
regulations. 

tdg network
CheNNai 

TDG NETWORK
MuMbai

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis

Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde.

I n d i a n  Yo u t h  C o n g re s s 
national president Uday 
Bhanu Chib.

IYC national 
president Uday 
Bhanu Chib 
claimed that they 
were contacted 
by students of the 
Sher-e-Kashmir 
Agricultural 
University in 
Srinagar, through 
the #SOSIYC 
initiative after 
being stuck there 
due to the lack of 
public transport. 

Representative Pic.

Arunachal Pardesh BJP 
president Kaling Moyong

Police arrested protesters, who organised a mass rally under 
the banner of Yuddha Unmadona Birodhi Gana Michil, in Kolkata 
on Monday. Agency



BJP to organise ‘Tiranga 
Yatra’ following success 
of Operation Sindoor

The BJP will spearhead a 
11-day long ‘Tiranga Yatra’ 
across the country begin-
ning Tuesday following the 
success of Operation Sin-
door, as part of its outreach 
to people around the Modi 
government’s determined 
leadership and the valour of 
armed forces.

A BJP leader said the party 
is looking to rally people, in-
cluding prominent members 
of the society, around India’s 
successful campaign against 
terror sites in Pakistan and 
Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir 
in a campaign from May 13 
to 23. Party sources said the 
campaign’s tone will not be 
overtly political and they are 
looking to galvanize people 
over an issue, which has 

drawn support from all sec-
tions of the society.

Senior BJP leaders, includ-
ing Union ministers and or-
ganisational functionaries, 
will be joining the campaign.

Top party leaders, includ-
ing Union ministers Amit 
Shah, Rajnath Singh and J P 
Nadda, who is also the BJP’s 
national president, had held 
deliberations on the issue on 
Sunday.

Delhi will conduct five 
cloud-seeding trials, each on 
a separate day, with flights 
operating for about one to 
one-and-a-half hours for in-
jecting chemicals into clouds, 
an official said on Monday. 
They said the trials could be 
conducted in quick succes-
sion, possibly within a week, 
depending on weather con-
ditions. “If suitable weather 
is observed, we may conduct 
all five trials within a week 
or with gaps of a day or two. 
The schedule will depend on 
cloud availability,” they said.

Cloud-seeding, also known 
as artificial rain, is a tech-
nique to induce rainfall by 
dispersing specific substances 
into clouds, which eventually 
leads to rain if other weather 
conditions are favourable. An 
official from the Environment 

Department, who requested 
anonymity, said, that the lo-
cations for the trials have not 
been finalised yet.

IIT Kanpur, which is lead-
ing the experiment from plan-
ning to execution, will select 
the sites based on various 
scientific and logistical fac-
tors. He added that the trials 
cannot be conducted within 
the city, including Lutyens’ 
Delhi or near the Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport, 
due to safety and airspace 
restrictions.

Therefore, the operations 
will take place on the out-
skirts of Delhi, where meteo-
rological conditions will also 
play a key role. The official 
said that during each trial, an 
aircraft will operate for one to 
one-and-a-half hours, and the 
exact schedule will be final-
ised soon, with the first trial 
likely to be conducted by the 
end of May or June.

Delhi Congress president 
Devender Yadav launched a 
sharp critique of the newly 
formed Delhi government, 
alleging that the so-called 
“Triple Engine” BJP admin-
istration—holding power 
at the Centre, in Delhi, and 
in the Municipal Corpora-
tion—had failed to live up 
to its grand promises. He 
claimed that instead of con-
fronting the pressing issues 
facing the city, the govern-
ment was attempting to 

evade accountability, as re-
flected in its decision to can-
cel the two-day Assembly 
session originally scheduled 
for May 13 and 14. According 
to Yadav, the real reason for 
the cancellation was evident: 
the Rekha Gupta-led gov-
ernment lacks any coherent 
or definitive strategy to ad-
dress the growing air pollu-
tion and worsening water 
shortage amid the rising 
summer heat. Furthermore, 
he argued, there appear to 
be no concrete plans in place 
to combat water-logging and 
related urban infrastructure 

problems that are likely to 
surface with the onset of the 
monsoon season.

Yadav stated that citizens 
would have rightfully ques-
tioned the BJP-led govern-
ment on why it had failed to 

deliver on its commitments, 
leaving key issues unad-
dressed—issues that had 
already been neglected for 
over a decade by the corrupt 
Kejriwal regime. He asserted 
that the BJP government has 
not moved forward with any 
of the reforms or develop-
ment agendas it had prom-
ised, and instead is now try-
ing to deflect public scrutiny.

He further highlighted the 
events of May 2, 2025, when 
heavy rainfall exposed the 
severe mismanagement of 
the city’s drainage systems. 
According to Yadav, the 

drains and sewers were 
choked with silt, and this 
lack of maintenance contrib-
uted directly to widespread 
water-logging and even 
led to the tragic collapse of 
a building that killed four 
people. 

Though some de-silting 
efforts were made after the 
incident, Yadav claimed that 
the removed sludge was not 
properly disposed of and 
ended up flowing back into 
the drains when it rained 
again just two days ago, 
proving the government’s 
negligence and inefficiency.

Delhi plans 1.5-hour cloud-
seeding trials: Official

‘Assembly session cancelled to avoid tough questions’
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Bihar girl 
rescued; 
trafficker held

A 15-year-old girl, alleg-
edly lured from Bihar 
and brought to Delhi to 
be sold for Rs 2 lakh, was 
rescued by the police near 
the railway station, an of-
ficial said on Monday. 
The accused, identified as 
Shashi Kumar, 23, lured 
the minor girl during a 
train journey and brought 
her to Delhi under false 
pretences, police said. 
"A suspicious man was 
spotted with a young girl 
at the station. He was ap-
prehended on the spot, and 
the girl was taken away for 
preliminary questioning," a 
senior officer said.
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Under-construction Barapullah Phase 3 project, in new delhi. AnI

Delhi Assembly to be fully solar powered

AAP MLA Kuldeep Kumar 
on Monday accused the 
BJP government of Delhi 
of failing to deliver on its 
poll promise of continuing 
free electricity, alleging that 
residents are now facing 
frequent power cuts and a 
looming hike in electricity 
tariffs. There was no im-
mediate response from the 
Delhi government or the 
BJP over the allegations.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Kumar, who rep-
resents the Kondli assem-
bly constituency, said, “The 
AAP government provided 
24x7 electricity for the past 
10 years. Not only did we 
ensure uninterrupted sup-
ply, but we also gave free 
electricity up to 200 units 
and subsidised rates up to 
400 units. We offered the 
cheapest electricity in the 
country.”

He alleged that, contrary 
to its promise of free elec-
tricity up to 300 units made 
in the run-up to the recent 
elections, the BJP govern-

ment has only delivered 
“power cuts”.

Kumar claimed that the 
BJP dispensation is plan-
ning to increase electricity 
tariffs by up to seven per 
cent during the summer 
months of May, June, and 
July. “Today, the people of 
Delhi are faced with two 
models of governance -- 
one where AAP ensured 
round-the-clock free and 

affordable electricity and 
the other where the BJP 
is preparing to hike rates 
while failing to ensure a re-
liable supply,” he said.

The BJP stormed to power 
in Delhi earlier this year, 
ending over a decade-long 
AAP rule by securing 48 
of the 70 assembly seats in 
the February elections. The 
AAP managed to retain 22 
seats.

In a suspected case of suicide, a family of 
four allegedly inhaled toxic fumes in Delhi’s 
Sangam Park area, resulting in the death of 
two minor children. The parents are under 
medical observation but in critical condi-
tion, police said on Monday.

The incident took place in the morning at 
a bike horn manufacturing unit at DSIDC 
Shed number 63 in the Sangam Park area, 
Deputy Commissioner of Police (North-
west) Bhisham Singh said.

The deceased have been identified as Jag-
dish Singh, 16, and Hargul Kaur, 15. They 

were the children of Hardeep Singh, owner 
of the unit, and his wife, Harpreet Kaur (38).

According to police, the whole family 
reached the shed in the morning and in-
haled a poisonous substance inside the 
premises.

The family had suffered heavy financial 
losses in their business, they added.

Upon receiving the information, Hard-
eep Singh and his children were rushed to 
Hindu Rao Hospital, while Harpreet Kaur 
was taken to Deep Chand Bandhu Hospital.

Jagdish and Hargul died during treat-
ment. Hardeep and his wife are still under 
observation, with their state reported to be 
critical.

Security arrangements 
have been heightened at 
Tihar Prison Complex in 
the wake of the prevail-
ing security situation, jail 
sources said on Monday. 
Special focus is being 
placed on high-risk wards, 
particularly those housing 
gangsters and terror ac-
cused, they said.

According to the sourc-
es, multi-layered security 
checks, additional CCTV 
coverage, and stricter moni-
toring protocols have been 
implemented as part of the 
enhanced measures.

“The recent developments 
have prompted complete 

security checks. All vul-
nerable spots are being 
reinforced, and round-
the-clock surveillance of 
inmates with serious crim-
inal backgrounds is height-
ened,” a source said.

High-profile gangsters 
and terror accused like 
Tahawwur Rana, Chhota 
Rajan and Neeraj Bawana 
are lodged in Tihar Jail -- 
one of India’s largest prison 
complexes. Mobile signal 
jammers are being tested 

and upgraded to prevent 
unauthorised communica-
tion from inside the prison.

“Surprise checks have 
also been intensified. We 
are conducting at least 
three random checks daily 
in sensitive barracks to en-
sure compliance with jail 
norms,” the source said.

Jail staff deployment has 
been increased during 
night hours, and move-
ment of inmates within the 
premises is being closely 
monitored.

According to officials, the 
intelligence network within 
the jail has been activated 
and informers have been 
tasked with reporting any 
suspicious activity imme-
diately.

AAP slams govt alleging power 
cuts, likely tariff hike in city

2 die after family of 4 inhales 
toxic fumes; suicide suspected

Security heightened at Tihar 
Jail, terror accused on watch
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Govt aims to finish Barapullah 
phase-3 flyover By DecemBer

The Delhi government 
has set a deadline of 
December 2025 to 

complete the long-pending 
Barapullah Phase-3 flyover 
project. Public Works De-
partment (PWD) Minister 
Parvesh Sahib Singh vis-
ited the construction site on 
Monday and stated that the 
work is progressing swiftly, 
with the remaining tasks ex-
pected to be finished within 
the set timeline.

This was the Minister’s 
second visit to the site 
within two months of tak-
ing office, highlighting the 
current administration’s 
strong commitment to the 
project. During his earlier 
visit, the Minister had as-
sessed the situation, fol-
lowing which substantial 
efforts were made to speed 

up construction.
“Our goal is to make this 

flyover operational by De-
cember 2025,” said Minis-
ter Parvesh Sahib Singh. 
“It is a vital infrastructure 
development for Delhi 
that has faced prolonged 
delays due to years of inac-
tion. Since assuming office, 
we’ve prioritized this proj-
ect and ensured progress 
on multiple fronts.”

The Barapullah Phase-3 
flyover is designed to link 

Mayur Vihar Phase-I in 
East Delhi with AIIMS in 
South Delhi. It will connect 
with the existing Barapul-
lah corridor near Sarai 
Kale Khan, significantly 
enhancing east-west con-
nectivity and reducing 
travel time for commuters. 
The project is expected to 
ease traffic congestion and 
benefit thousands of daily 
travelers.

According to officials, 
approximately 89% of 

the construction has been 
completed. However, work 
has stalled due to pending 
approvals from the forest 
department for relocating 
about 250 trees.

Minister Singh pointed 
out that delays were pri-
marily due to the inaction 
of the previous govern-
ment. “The former admin-
istration failed to release 
payments to contractors 
and did not initiate the tree 
relocation process, result-
ing in years of delay and 

increased costs. We are 
actively working to resolve 
these issues,” he explained.

He also noted that un-
der the leadership of Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta, the 
government is coordinat-
ing closely with the forest 
department to secure the 
necessary approvals. “We 
are optimistic that we’ll 
soon receive clearance for 
tree relocation, which will 
allow the final phase of 
work to move forward,” the 
Minister added.

About 89% of the construction is finished, final phase delayed 
due to pending tree relocation approvals.
tIkAM SHArMA
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Lieutenant Governor V K 
Saxena laid the foundation 
stone of a 500-kW solar 
power plant at the Delhi As-
sembly on Monday, along 
with Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta and Speaker Vijender 
Gupta.

Power Minister Ashish 
Sood, Public Works De-
partment Minister Parvesh 
Verma, several MLAs and 
senior officers were also 
present on the occasion.

The 500-kW installation, 
scheduled for completion 
within 45 days, will signifi-
cantly expand the House’s 
existing solar infrastructure, 
the Assembly Secretariat 
said in a statement.

The old 200-kW rooftop 
solar system is being dis-
mantled to make way for 
the new 500-kW installa-
tion, which will enable the 
Assembly to run entirely on 

solar energy, it said.
The move is expected to re-

sult in zero electricity bills, 
generating estimated sav-
ings of approximately Rs 15 
lakh per month, while re-
ducing the carbon footprint 
of the Assembly premises, it 
added. The Delhi Assembly 
will soon become India’s 
first legislative body to run 
entirely on solar energy, the 
statement said. The speaker 
said the project will be com-

pleted within 45 days and 
help the Assembly save Rs 
1.75 crore annually through 
zero electricity bills.

The entire cost of the 500-
kW solar plant will be recov-
ered within a year, he said.

“I hope this message of 
green energy will be ad-
opted by Delhi people and 
they will install solar pan-
els on their rooftops,” the 
speaker said. Saxena said 
the laying of the solar plant’s 

foundation stone marked a 
historic occasion. He also 
announced that the Delhi 
Development Authority 
(DDA) will support another 
ambitious project of the As-
sembly, to transform it into 
a heritage site. The chief 
minister said her govern-
ment is working to set up a 
solar-energy network in the 
city, with every government 
and private building having 
solar panels.
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Senior BJP leaders, 
including Union 

ministers and 
organisational 
functionaries, 
will be joining 
the campaign.
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New Push

n   PWD Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh, in his second 

site visit since taking office, emphasized the govt’s 

renewed push to complete the project.

n   The current administration has resolved technical 

issues, improved inter-departmental coordina-

tion, and is conducting regular inspections.

He alleged that, contrary to its promise 
of free electricity up to 300 units made in 
the run-up to the recent elections, the BJP 
government has only delivered “power cuts”.

delhi Pwd Minister Parvesh Verma with Pwd workers during the 
inspection of the Barapulla Phase 3 Project, in new delhi. AnI

delhi Pwd Minister Parvesh Verma with Pwd workers during the inspection of the Barapullah 
Phase-3 Project, in new delhi. AnI 



Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on 
Monday termed the BJP’s 
performance in the pan-
chayat polls as “historic” 
and said the ruling alliance 
has the potential to win 104 
assembly seats out of 126 in 
next year’s election.

The ruling BJP on Monday 
is leading in all panchayat 
bodies across Assam with 
counting of votes continu-
ing for the second day in a 
row.

“The BJP is marching 
ahead to capture more than 
300 seats in Zilla Parishad 
and it is historic. However, 
it is still being counted,” 
Sarma told reporters here.

Asked about the expecta-
tion in next year’s assembly 
elections, he said that it will 

be better than the panchayat 
results.

“Panchayats are usually 
in the rural areas. In the 
Assembly, both rural and 
urban areas will go to the 
polls. Traditionally, the BJP 
performs well in urban loca-
tions.

“Presently, the BJP-led al-
liance’s potential in Assam 
is 104 seats. However, there 
is a difference between po-
tential and reality. We hope 
that we will win 95 seats. 
But everything depends on 
the public mood,” the CM 
said.

Presently, the ruling BJP’s 
strength in the 126-mem-
ber Assam Assembly is 64, 
while its allies AGP has nine 
MLAs and UPPL has seven.

In the opposition camp, 
the Congress’ strength is 
26, AIUDF has 15 members, 
BPF has three and CPI(M) 

has one MLA. There is one 
Independent legislator also.

When asked about the 
Bodoland Territorial Re-
gion’s election, which is 
due later this year, Sarma 
said, “We will fight alone in 
BTR, but we will not fight 
in all seats. We will contest 
only in those seats where 
we have our strength. Our 
alliance with UPPL will 
continue.”

According to Assam 

State Election Commission 
(ASEC) data, the BJP has 
won 242 members of An-
chalik Panchayat constitu-
encies, while its ally Asom 
Gana Parishad (AGP) has 
bagged 30 seats so far.

Opposition Congress has 
cornered 34 seats, one con-
stituency each won by Rai-
jor Dal and AIUDF and 14 
by Independents.

In Zilla Parishad, the BJP 
has won 26 seats while its 
ally AGP emerged victori-
ous in three. No other party 
has opened its account yet 
in ZP constituencies, the 
ASEC data showed.

Along with these, results 
for thousands of seats for 
Gram Panchayat (GP) have 
also been declared, but 
these are all Independents 
as candidates were not al-
lowed to contest on party 
tickets.

As many as 162 people from Telangana liv-
ing in Border States have reached Telangana 
Bhavan in Delhi, the state government said 
on Monday.

This includes 56 individuals from various 
institutions in Jammu and Kashmir and 106 
from Punjab, an official release said here.

A total of 130 people have already departed 
for their respective hometowns after receiv-
ing necessary assistance, it said, adding the 
remaining individuals are being accommo-
dated at Telangana Bhavan and will leave in 
due course.

Under the leadership of Chief Minister A 

Revanth Reddy, the state government con-
tinues to provide comprehensive relief and 
support to citizens returning from border 
areas through the Telangana Bhavan, which 
serves as the nodal coordination centre for 
all relief efforts, it said.

The Resident Commissioner Gaurav Up-
pal on Monday personally reviewed the 
arrangements and interacted with the stu-
dents. During the interaction, many stu-
dents conveyed that their institutions were 
asking them to return to campus as the situ-
ation in border areas was showing signs of 
improvement. However, a majority of them 
expressed the desire to visit their homes first 
and return to their institutions once the situ-
ation fully stabilises, the release said.

Foreign Secretary Vi-
kram Misri, who faced 
trolling on social me-

dia in the wake of India and 
Pakistan reaching an under-
standing on May 10 to halt 
all military actions, received 
support from veteran diplo-
mat Nirupama Menon Rao 
and politicians Asaduddin 
Owaisi and Akhilesh Yadav.

Samajwadi Party chief Ya-
dav wrote a long post on X in 
Hindi and said, such state-
ments break the morale of 
honest officers who work 
day and night dedicated to 
the country.

“It is the government’s 

responsibility to make de-
cisions - not individual 
officers. Some anti-social 
criminal elements are openly 
crossing all limits of abusive 
language against the officer 
and his family, but neither 
the BJP government nor any 

of its ministers are coming 
forward to protect his hon-
our and respect or discussing 
possible action against those 
who make such unwanted 
posts,” wrote Yadav.

India and Pakistan on 
Saturday reached an un-

derstanding to stop all fir-
ings and military actions 
on land, air and sea with 
immediate effect after four 
days of intense cross-border 
drone and missile strikes that 
brought the two countries 
teetering on the edge of a 

full-scale war.
Making the announce-

ment on Saturday evening, 
Foreign Secretary Misri 
said the director generals of 
military operations of India 
and Pakistan agreed on the 
understanding during a call 
on Saturday afternoon, and 
the next talks are scheduled 
at 12 noon on May 12.

The announcement came 
shortly after US President 
Donald Trump in a surprise 
social media post claimed 
that the talks between the 
two sides were “mediated” 
by the US.

Former foreign secretary 
Nirupama Menon called the 
trolling of the senior diplo-
mat “utterly shameful” and 

said it “crosses every line of 
decency”

“It’s utterly shameful to 
troll Foreign Secretary Vi-
kram Misri and his fam-
ily over the India-Pakistan 
ceasefire announcement. A 
dedicated diplomat, Misri 
has served India with pro-
fessionalism and resolve, and 
there is no ground whatso-
ever for his vilification.

“Doxxing his daughter and 
abusing his loved ones cross-
es every line of decency. This 
toxic hate must stop—stand 
united behind our diplomats, 
not tear them down. #Stop-
TrollingMisri #Support-
Diplomats #VikramMisri 
#IndianDiplomacy #NoTo-
Doxxing,” she posted on X.

Former diplomat, politicians come out in support 
oF Fs misri aFter he Faces online trolling
TDG NETWORK
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Kharge demands 
special Parliament 
session on Operation 
Sindoor, ceasefire

162 people from Telangana 
reach Delhi from border states

NDA has potential to win 104 of 126 
assembly seats in Assam: Himanta

‘BrahMos proof of continuity in 
governance which cannot be denied’ 

Blending science and tradition: Precision oncology meets Ayurveda in cancer care

IMD forecasts heatwave in south Bengal, heavy rain in north

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Monday 
reiterated his demand for 
the central government to 
convene a special session 
of Parliament to discuss 
the Pahalgam terror attack, 
Operation Sindoor, and 
the latest developments in 
cross-border firing, includ-
ing the recently announced 
“ceasefire”.

The Leader of Opposition 
in the Rajya Sabha said that 
while everyone wishes for 
peace, the country must 
be defended when neces-
sary, and the Indian armed 
forces have fought with full 
strength to do so.

“Both Rahul Gandhi and 
I have written to the Prime 
Minister, seeking a spe-
cial Parliament session. 
We want the session to be 
convened to discuss what 
is happening in our coun-
try, in Pakistan, and other 
developments, along with 
what measures we can take 
to safeguard our people,” 
Kharge said.

“We want the discussion 
to take place. Let’s see what 
steps the government takes,” 
he added while speaking to 
media.

Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul 
Gandhi, and Kharge have 
written to Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi reiterating 
their demand for a special 
session of both Houses of 
Parliament.

In his letter on Sunday, 
Kharge conveyed the unan-
imous request of all oppo-
sition parties for a special 
session to discuss the Pa-
halgam attack, Operation 
Sindoor, and the ceasefire 
announcements-first from 
Washington DC, and later 
by the governments of India 
and Pakistan.

India and Pakistan on 
Saturday reached an un-
derstanding to immediately 
halt all firing and military 
actions on land, air, and 
sea, following four days of 
intense cross-border drone 
and missile strikes.

Noting the ceasefire, the 
AICC chief said, “India 
keeps its promises, but Paki-
stan repeatedly breaks them 
and troubles people. They 
don’t fight directly--they 
use terrorists to wage war. If 
they fight, we will be forced 
to fight. If they remain quiet, 
we too will maintain peace.”
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With focus on India’s de-
fence arsenal, Congress 
leader Jairam Ramesh on 
Monday said the Brah-
Mos missile is a remark-
able proof of continuity in 
governance which simply 
cannot be denied or erased, 
“despite it being the regular 
habit of today’s ruling estab-
lishment”.

Ramesh said the BrahMos 
missile was inducted into 
the Indian Navy in 2005 
and Indian Army in 2007, 
while the air-launched vari-
ant of BrahMos appeared in 
2012, all during Manmohan 
Singh’s tenure.

“It was his leadership that 
led to the historic Indo-US 
nuclear agreement of 2005, 
paving the way for India 
finally joining the Missile 
Technology Control Re-
gime eleven years later. It 
was also during his tenure 

that the BrahMos Integra-
tion Complex in Hyderabad 
and the Brahmos Aerospace 
Thiruvananthapuram Lim-
ited were established,” the 
Congress general secretary 
said on X.

“BrahMos is very much 
in the news these days. It is 
named after the Brahma-
putra and the Moskva riv-
ers and is an outstanding 
example of Indo-Russian 
collaboration. It is also yet 
another remarkable proof 
of continuity in governance 
which simply cannot be 

denied or erased - despite 
it being the regular habit of 
today’s ruling establishment 
in New Delhi,” he said, tak-
ing a swipe at the Modi gov-
ernment.

Noting that India’s Inte-
grated Missile Development 
Programme began in 1983, 
Ramesh said it has had great 
successes.

Sometime in the mid-90s, 
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam and 
his colleagues like Dr. Siv-
athanu Pillai felt the need 
for collaboration with the 
Russians for supersonic 
cruise missiles, he said.

“An inter-governmental 
agreement was signed on 
February 12, 1998 when IK 
Gujral was PM. Inciden-
tally he was India’s Ambas-
sador to the USSR 1976-80. 
Thereafter the first contract 
was signed on July 9, 1999, 
when Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
was PM. The first successful 
launch took place on June 
12, 2001,” he said.

The Art of Healing Cancer 
is revolutionizing cancer 
care by addressing the 
limitations of conven-
tional treatments through 
a fusion of DNA-guided 
therapies and integrative 
practices such as Ayurve-
da. These innovative ap-
proaches have shown 
promising outcomes, even 
among patients diagnosed 
with stage-four cancer.

Recently, esteemed on-
cologist and AIIMS alum-
nus Dr. Mandeep Singh 
Malhotra led a significant 
discussion on the future 

of oncology. Advocating 
for a holistic and multi-
disciplinary treatment 
philosophy, Dr. Malhotra 
emphasized that blend-
ing advanced precision 
medicine with time-tested 
traditional therapies can 
enhance patient outcomes.

In alignment with its 
mission, Art of Healing 
Cancer hosted an exclusive 
Media Meet and Greet to 
foster conversation around 
cutting-edge cancer thera-
pies. The event spotlighted 
emerging strategies that 
integrate genomic-based 
treatment plans with 
Ayurvedic and naturo-
pathic principles—offering 

renewed hope for patients 
facing advanced-stage can-
cers.

“The best way to treat 
cancer is through deep 
understanding,” noted 
Dr. Mandeep Singh, Chief 
Oncologist at Art of Heal-
ing Cancer. “By applying 
precision oncology to un-
cover the genetic mutations 
driving the disease, we can 
tailor therapies—including 
chemotherapy, immuno-
therapy, and Ayurvedic in-
terventions—while execut-
ing surgery and radiation 
with exacting precision. 
Diet and lifestyle adjust-
ments also play a crucial 
role in reducing treatment-

related side effects and pre-
venting recurrence.”

D NA-g u i de d  c a n c e r 
therapies, also known as 
precision or personal-
ized oncology, represent a 
transformative shift in can-
cer treatment. These thera-
pies customize interven-

tions based on the unique 
genetic makeup of both the 
patient and their tumor, 
moving away from a one-
size-fits-all approach. This 
targeted method enhances 
treatment efficacy and re-
duces adverse effects.

In India, precision oncol-

ogy is gaining momentum 
due to advances in genomic 
technologies, declining se-
quencing costs, and in-
creased public awareness. 
However, challenges re-
main—particularly in rural 
access, high testing costs, 
and a shortage of trained 
experts. Despite these ob-
stacles, ongoing efforts to 
expand accessibility are 
positioning DNA-guided 
therapies as a cornerstone 
of future cancer care.

India’s healthcare sys-
tem is uniquely suited for 
an integrative approach 
that combines precision 
medicine with traditional 
practices such as Ayurve-

da and naturopathy. While 
modern therapies target 
specific genetic mutations, 
traditional methods focus 
on holistic healing, immu-
nity, and overall wellness. 
This combined model of-
fers a more personalized, 
patient-centric approach.

Ayurvedic treatments 
and naturopathic practic-
es—such as herbal reme-
dies, detox therapies, yoga, 
and lifestyle changes—can 
complement conventional 
treatments and enhance 
quality of life. 

For broader adoption, 
scientific validation, stan-
dardized protocols, and 
interdisciplinary collabo-

ration are essential. This 
integration has the poten-
tial to redefine cancer care 
in India and inspire global 
healthcare models.

Art of Healing Cancer 
stands as a pioneer in this 
evolving landscape, being 
among the first institutions 
in India focused exclusive-
ly on treating advanced 
cancers through a truly 
integrative framework. 
The organization uniquely 
combines cutting-edge 
scientific innovation with 
ancient healing tradi-
tions—delivering care that 
is both deeply personalized 
and grounded in evidence-
based medicine.

The IMD on Monday fore-
cast heatwave conditions 
in several districts in the 
southern part of West Ben-
gal, while heavy rain is 
likely in the sub-Himalayan 

region of the state for the 
next few days.

There will not be any 
major change in day tem-
perature over the districts 
of West Bengal during the 
next four to five days, and 
thereafter it will gradually 
fall by two to three degrees 

during the subsequent two 
to three days, the Indian 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said.

Heatwave conditions 
are likely in one or two 
places in Paschim Bardha-
man, Bankura, Jhargram, 
Paschim Medinipur and 

Birbhum districts in south 
Bengal till May 15.

Owing to moisture avail-
ability and trough from 
central Bihar to south 
Jharkhand, heavy rain is 
likely in the sub-Himalayan 
districts of Darjeeling, Ka-
limpong, Jalpaiguri, Cooch 

Behar and Alipurduar in 
the northern part of West 
Bengal till May 15, the IMD 
said.

The north Bengal district 
of Malda, however, is likely 
to experience heatwave con-
ditions at one or two places 
during the period, it said.
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Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal on Mon-
day expressed his support to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi against ter-
rorism following Operation Sindoor, 
calling for bolder actions, including 
formally declaring Pakistan a terror-
ist state.

“We want terrorism to end, but you 
muster courage, declare Pakistan a 
terrorist state and then tell America 
that it cannot trade with Pakistan. 
Then we will accept that a new di-
mension has been established,” Sibal 
said.

“Today, I assure you that the op-
position will be with you. I cannot 
speak on behalf of the opposition. 
But I know that in this fight, the op-
position is with you. I am with you; 
the people of India are with you,” he 
said.

Asserting that India cannot be 
compared with Pakistan, the Rajya 
Sabha MP said, “We should not be 
compared with Pakistan, and US 

President Trump cannot compare us 
with Pakistan.”

US President Donald Trump has 
asserted that his administration 
played a crucial role in brokering an 
immediate cessation of hostilities be-
tween India and Pakistan, following 
escalating tensions between the two 
nuclear-armed neighbours.

He said, “We stopped a nuclear 
conflict. I think it could have been a 

bad nuclear war. Millions of people 
could have been killed. I also want to 
thank VP JD Vance and Secretary of 
State, Marco Rubio, for their work...”

Speaking to the media in a press 
briefing at the White House, Trump 
emphasised the significant impact 
of US diplomatic efforts in facilitat-
ing the truce, stating, “On Saturday, 
my administration helped broker an 
immediate cessation of hostilities, I 
think a permanent one between In-
dia and Pakistan - the countries hav-
ing a lot of nuclear weapons.”

Meanwhile, in a bold and unequiv-
ocal message to the nation following 
Operation Sindoor, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi declared that India 
will no longer tolerate nuclear black-
mail and will respond to any terrorist 
attack with strict and decisive action.

“Operation Sindoor is now India’s 
established policy in the fight against 
terrorism, marking a decisive shift 
in India’s strategic approach”, he de-
clared, stating that the operation has 
set a new standard, a new normal in 
counter-terrorism measures.
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Declare Pakistan a terrorist state, tell America it 
can’t trade with them: Kapil Sibal to PM Modi

MISRI TROllED
n Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri faced on-

line abuse for announcing the ceasefire.
n Nirupama Rao, Akhilesh Yadav, and Asa-

duddin Owaisi defended Misri.
n Called the trolling “shameful” and urged 

respect for diplomats.
n Criticized the government’s silence and 

failure to act against abusers.
n US President Trump claimed the ceasefire 

was brokered by the US.
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The Government of India 
has extended support to 
India’s maritime neighbour, 
Maldives by rolling over the 
USD 50 Million treasury 
bill, the High Commission 
of India to Maldives said 
in a statement on Mon-
day. Foreign Minister of 
Maldives, Abdulla Khaleel 
expressed gratitude to the 
Indian government and 
hailed the timely assis-
tance which “reflects the 
close bonds of friendship” 
between the two countries.

In the statement shared 
on X, the High Commision 
of India to Maldives said, 
“India extends financial 
support to the Maldives 
through the rollover of the 
USD 50 million Treasury 
Bill.

According to the state-
ment, after the request by 
the Government of Mal-
dives, the State Bank of 
India (SBI) has subscribed, 

for one more year, a USD 
50 million Government 
Treasury Bill issued by the 
Ministry of Finance of Mal-
dives.

It was noted that since 
March 2019, India has been 
facilitating subscription of 
several such Treasury Bills 
by the SBI and rolling them 
over, annually, interest-free 
to the Government of Mal-
dives.

This is a part of the unique 
government to government 
arrangement between the 
two countries that serves 

as an emergency financial 
assistance to the maritime 
neighbour.

The statement also men-
tioned that India has as-
sisted Maldives in times of 
need and the subscription 
of this Treasury Bill, along 
with, the Government of 
India’s decision earlier this 
year to extend the special 
quota for export of essential 
commodities for Maldives, 
which reflects India’s con-
tinued support to the Gov-
ernment and the people of 
the Maldives.

India rolls over $50M aid 
to Maldives, reaffirms 
‘Neighbourhood First’

Modi invites Putin for bilateral talKs

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and 
Indian Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi held 
telephone talks. This was 
reported by the official web-
site of the Russian President.

The two leaders spoke by 
phone to discuss the strate-
gic strength of Russia-India 
relations, which TV Brics 
described as a uniquely 
privileged partnership.

President Putin reiterated 
his condolences over the 
recent terrorist attack in Pa-
halgam, and as cited by TV 
Brics, both sides stressed the 
urgent need for continued 
cooperation in combating 
terrorism.

During the exchange, 
Prime Minister Modi con-
gratulated President Putin 
and the people of Russia on 
the upcoming 80th anni-
versary of the Victory in the 
Great Patriotic War, which 
he described, as reported by 
TV Brics, as a shared com-

memoration for both na-
tions.

PM Modi also extended 
an invitation to President 
Putin to visit India for the 
traditional annual bilateral 
summit, a gesture that, as 
per TV Brics, was warmly 
received and accepted by the 
Russian side.

Minister of State for De-
fence Sanjay Seth partici-
pated in Victory Day cel-
ebrations during his visit to 
Russia from May 08 to 09. 
The celebrations were or-
ganised on May 09, in Mos-
cow to commemorate 80th 
anniversary of the victory of 
Soviet People in the Second 

World War (1941-45).
According to a release, 

Minister Sanjay Seth laid 
a wreath on the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier and 
witnessed the Victory Day 
Parade, along with the dis-
tinguished delegates from 
other countries. 

The participation of Rak-

sha Rajya Mantri in the 
Victory Day Parade is the 
symbol of longstanding spe-
cial and privileged strategic 
partnership between India 
and Russia.

During the visit, the MoS 
Defence called on Russian 
President Mr Vladimir Pu-
tin and extended congratu-
lations for the 80th Victory 
Day.MoS also held a bilateral 
meeting with the Russian 
Deputy Defence Minister 
Colonel General Alexander 
Fomin and thanked the Gov-
ernment & people of Russia 
for their support in India’s 
fight against the menace of 
state-sponsored cross-bor-
der terrorism.

The two Ministers also 
discussed multifaceted mil-
itary & military - technical 
cooperation and agreed to 
further deepen ties within 
the framework of existent 
institutional mechanisms. 
The two sides will continue 
to hold regular consultations 
and enhance cooperation in 
the evolving situation. 

India, Russia deepen defence, anti-terror cooperation.
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Small private airport capex to rise 
50-60% in next three fiscals: Crisil

The fast-moving consumer 
goods (FMCG) sector is ex-
pected to see a rebound in 
demand in the first half of 
financial year 2025-26, sup-
ported by a revival in rural 
markets, easing inflation, 
and favorable pricing strat-
egies, according to a recent 
report by ShriRam Mutual 
Fund.

The report stated that while 
this anticipated recovery 
comes after a period of mixed 
performance, especially as 
companies look forward 
to improved consumption 
trends across both urban and 
rural areas.

It said, “FMCG is poised 
for a demand rebound in 
H1FY26, aided by rural re-
covery, softening inflation, 
and supportive pricing”.

On the other hand, the 
consumer durable sector 
also maintains a positive 
outlook but with challenges, 
particularly for categories 
like electrical consumer du-

rables (ECD) and room air 
conditioners (RACs).

The demand for premium 
products and the effect of 
rising temperatures are 
expected to boost sales, es-
pecially for brands with a 
strong presence in fans and 
cooling appliances.

However,  the  report 
warned of some challenges. 
High raw material costs 
and limited ability to pass 
on those costs to consumers 
may impact profit margins, 
particularly in the RAC seg-
ment.

The report said, “High raw 
material costs and limited 
pricing power may pressure 

RAC margins.”
Additionally, a delayed 

summer season affected 
sales in the southern region, 
though demand in northern 
parts of the country has seen 
a pickup.

On the equity market front, 
the report highlighted in-
creasing volatility in domes-
tic markets, driven largely by 
global concerns. The fear of 
a potential global trade war, 
following tariff impositions 
by the United States, has led 
to uncertainty.

This has caused jitters in 
global financial markets and 
is contributing to short-term 
market fluctuations.

Indian stock indices soared through 
the roof on Monday, supported by the 
news that the conflict between India 
and Pakistan has de-escalated after 
the two Armed forces reached an un-
derstanding.

Another shot in the arm came from 
the easing of trade wars between the 
US and China. They have arrived at 
an agreement that they will withdraw 
their previously announced reciprocal 
tariffs and counter tariffs for an initial 
period of 90 days, and in meantime -- 
China will impose 10 percent tariffs on 
US goods, and the US will tax Chinese 
goods at about 30 per cent.

Sensex today closed at 82,429.90 
points, up 2,975.43 points or 3.74 per 
cent, while Nifty closed at 24,924.70 
points, up 916.70 points or 3.82 per 
cent, respectively.

VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment 

Strategist, Geojit Investments Limited, 
said, “The ceasefire between India and 
Pakistan has paved the way for a sharp 
rally in the market.”

“Domestic macros like expectations 
of high GDP growth and revival of 
earnings growth in FY26 and declin-
ing inflation and interest rates augur 
well for the resumption of a rally in the 
market,” Vijayakumar added.

A sustained buying by the foreign 

institutional investors is also a prime 
mover of today’s rally, he added.

Amidst the jump in the broader 
indices, companies operating in the 
pharma space have, however, taken a 
relative hit. The pharma stocks took 
cues from the news that US President 
Donald Trump will sign an executive 
order later in the day, intending to 
bring down the cost of prescription 
medicines by 30-80 per cent.

Nifty pharma index closed at 0.15 per 
cent higher while other sectoral indices 
jumped 2-4 per cent.

Pharma sector stocks in the Indian 
stock market showed strong resilience 
despite initial pressure due to the an-
ticipated executive order by Trump 
aimed at cutting prescription drug 
prices in the US.

“Pharma stocks may come under 
near-term pressure from President 
Trump’s latest announcement regard-
ing reducing prices of drugs in the US,” 
Vijayakumar noted.

Pharma sector stocks in the 
Indian stock market showed 
strong resilience on Monday 
despite initial pressure due to 
the anticipated executive or-
der by U.S. President Donald 
Trump aimed at cutting pre-
scription drug prices in the 
United States.

The Nifty Pharma index 
opened the day at 20,949.70 
but soon dropped sharply 
by more than 1,300 points, 
touching a low of 20,600. 
The early decline was in line 
with market expectations 
that Indian pharmaceutical 
companies could come under 
pressure due to the U.S. move.

However, as investor con-

fidence improved following 
signs of mutual understand-
ing between India and Paki-
stan on conflict issues, the 
market mood shifted.

This positive sentiment 
helped the Nifty Pharma in-
dex rebound more than 2.5 
per cent or 1300 points from 
its intraday low and was last 
seen trading flat at 21,047.

Experts had predicted a 

challenging session for phar-
ma stocks as President Trump 
was scheduled to sign a new 
executive order at 9 AM ET 
on Monday (6:30 pm Mon-
day, Indian Standard Time). 
The order is aimed at reduc-
ing the prices of prescription 
drugs and pharmaceutical 
products in the U.S. by an es-
timated 30 to 80 per cent.

Ajay Bagga, Banking and 

Market Expert told ANI 
“The US is expected to make 
a formal announcement on 
Monday morning US time. 
Pharma shares will face some 
pressure as President Trump 
is expected to sign an execu-
tive order that will reduce US 
prices of prescription drugs 
and pharmaceuticals by an 
expected 30 to 80 per cent at 
9 AM ET on Monday”.

Under the new “Most Fa-
vored Nation” (MFN) pric-
ing rule, the U.S. will align 
its drug prices with the low-
est prices available in other 
countries. This measure is 
expected to bring immediate 
cost relief for American pa-
tients but could have global 
implications for the pharma-
ceutical sector.

Humanoid will arrive soon-
er than expected, says Mor-
gan StanleyHumanoid will 
arrive sooner than expect-
ed, says Morgan Stanley

A humanoid is a non-hu-
man entity that resembles 
humans in appearance or 
characteristics, often used 
in science fiction or robotics

The investment banking 

firm projects that “the team 
set forth their proprietary 
humanoid TAM model that 
projects the global market 
for humanoid robots will 
grow to become materially 
larger than the global auto 
industry.” This accelerated 
timeline suggests a poten-
tially disruptive force with 
broad economic and sector-
wide implications.

With the arrival of hu-
manoids, the MS research 

estimates this potential 
impact by estimating that 
the market for humanoids 
could reach approximately 
USD 4.7 trillion by the year 
2050. This provides the 
long-term investment op-
portunities and the trans-
formative nature of hu-
manoid technology for the 
investors.

Within this AI-driven 
landscape, the development 
of humanoids, considered 

a subset of “Embodied AI,” 
is identified as a key area of 
focus. However, 2025 will 
be the year of Agentic AI, 
where companies can use 
Agentic AI tools to improve 
their businesses.

Morgan Stanley says, “we 
believe the magnitude of 
benefits from AI adoption 
is vastly underestimated.”

“AI spend is set to rise dra-
matically, but we see a USD 
1.1 trillion revenue opportu-

nity as early as 2028, with 
contribution margins of 34 
per cent in 2025, rising to 67 
per cent by 2028,” Morgan 
Stanley said.

On the nuclear power 
front, Morgan Stanley 
believes that “nuclear re-
naissance will be worth 
USD 1.5 trillion through 
2050 in the form of capital 
investment in new global 
nuclear capacity, which is 
based on the assumption 

that there will be 383.5GW 
of new nuclear capacity to 
be added globally, which is 
roughly equal to the cur-
rent global nuclear capacity 
of 390GW.”

Both AI and humanoids 
are seen as pivotal forces 
shaping investment strat-
egies and offering sig-
nificant opportunities for 
alpha generation within 
the evolving technological 
landscape.

FMCG sector: ‘Consumer durables 
show long-term strength’

Stocks skyrocket, Sensex soars 3,000 points Nifty Pharma rebounds 1,300 pts, shows 
resilience to Trump’s announcement

Humanoid will arrive sooner than expected: Morgan Stanley

Capital expenditure at small 
private airports- nearly 
half of the overall upcom-
ing private airport capex 
- will be up 50-60 per cent 
on an average in the fiscals 
2026-2028 compared with 
previous three fiscal years, 
according to Crisil Ratings.

The rating agency asserted 
that this will be driven by 
capacity expansion due to 
substantial increase in ter-
minal utilisation levels.

Capital expenditure, or 
capex, is used to set up 
long-term physical or fixed 
assets.

On the other hand, capex 
at large private airports - re-
maining half of the overall 
upcoming private airport 
capex - will see a decline 
during the same period as 
much of the capacity expan-
sion has been completed or 
is nearing completion.

Net-net, the overall ca-
pex of private airports will 
slightly slow down by 10-15 

per cent to Rs 40,000 crore 
over the next three years.

Crisil Ratings said it has 
analysed 11 operating pri-
vate airports and two soon-
to-be-operational private 
airports, which account for 
more than 95 per cent of 
India’s private airport pas-
senger traffic.

Ankit Haku, Director, Cri-
sil Ratings said small private 
airports are expected to em-
bark on a significant expan-
sion of up to 1.5 times their 
current base by fiscal 2028.

“This is in response to es-
calating travel demand and 
moderate capacity on the 
ground,” Haku said.

Strong demand, leading 
to recovery of air traffic 
movement, has yielded a 
remarkable compound an-

nual growth rate (CAGR) 
of 45 per cent in passenger 
traffic at small private air-
ports between fiscal years 
2022 and 2025.

In contrast, large private 
airports are expected to see 
a significant reduction in 
capacity addition following 
substantial expansion over 
the past three years, which 
has absorbed high traffic 
growth and kept terminal 
utilisation stable at 80-85 
per cent.

“While capex intensity for 
small private airports will 
rise to over 2 times, project 
risk will be manageable 
since these are expansions 
of existing sole airports in 
their respective cities,” said 
Gauri Gupta, Team Leader, 
Crisil Ratings.
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Half of office spaces 
are fit for retrofitting: 
CBRE report

Nearly 50 per cent of India’s 
office inventory in the top sev-
en cities, including integrated 
technology parks and stand-
alone properties, is over ten 
years old, indicating signifi-
cant potential for retrofitting 
and value enhancement, ac-
cording to a study by CBRE.

The release by CBRE fur-
ther mentions that specifi-
cally, around 27 per cent of 
the total office stock is over 
15 years old, and 23 per cent 
is between 10 to 15 years old, 
while only 28 per cent is less 
than 5 years old.

It also highlights the prob-
lem that a major portion of 
the total office stock of ap-
proximately 882 million sq. ft 
faces the risk of declining oc-
cupancy, stagnant rents, and 
functional obsolescence as oc-
cupiers increasingly prioritise 
modern, high-performance 
spaces.

The report further reveals 
that Bengaluru and Delhi-
NCR hold nearly 45 per cent 
of the of India’s decade-old of-
fice stock, while Mumbai and 
Chennai together account for 
another 32 per cent . These 
stats reaffirm the need for 
strategic upgrades and retro-
fitting to align with evolving 
workplace expectations and 
sustain asset competitiveness.

The office buildings cov-
ering approximately 434 
million sq. ft. are suitable 
candidates for upgrades, 
representing an investment 
potential of roughly INR 304 
to 520 billion.

“Retrofitting assets can 
meet occupier expectations 
around sustainability, well-
ness, and tech-readiness-
-while offering potential 
rental premiums of up to 20 
per cent (and even potentially 
surpassing 30-40 per cent in 
some instances), depending 
on market conditions,” the 
CBRE said.
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 Crisil Ratings said it has analysed 11 
operating private airports and two soon-
to-be-operational private airports, which 
account for more than 95 per cent of 
India’s private airport passenger traffic.

SUMMArY

n Modi and Putin held a phone 
call, reaffirming strategic 
ties and vowing stronger 
anti-terror cooperation; Pu-
tin accepted Modi’s invite for 
a bilateral summit in India.

n Modi congratulated Putin 
on the upcoming 80th Vic-
tory Day, calling it a shared 
legacy for India and Russia.

n MoS Defence Sanjay Seth 
attended Victory Day events 
in Moscow, laying a wreath 
and representing India at the parade.

n Seth met Putin and Russia’s Deputy Defence Minister, with both sides agreeing 
to deepen defence and technical cooperation.

Putin calls PM Modi and strongly condemned the 
terror attack in Pahalgam, India, on Monday. PM 
Modi conveyed greetings to President Putin on the 
celebration of the 80th anniversary of Victory day and 
invited him for the Annual Summit to be held in India 
later in the year. (ANI Photo)

In these 90 days starting 
April 9, President Trump 
imposes a 10 per cent 
baseline tariff on all 
countries. For China, 
Trump indicated that 
tariffs may increase to as 
high as 245 per cent.



Let’s begin with an in-
troduction to Opera-
tion Sindoor, a pivotal 

military operation launched 
by India on May 7, 2025, un-
der the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
as a decisive response to 
escalating terrorist threats. 
This operation, detailed in 
sources in many Publica-
tions targeted nine terrorist 
bases in Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir, 
neutralizing key figures 
like Abdul Rauf Asghar—a 
notorious Jaish-e-Moham-
mad operative behind ma-
jor attacks like the IC-814 
hijacking and the 2001 
Parliament attack (as noted 
in the X post). The opera-
tion not only reflects India’s 
strategic resolve but also 
sets the stage for profound 
geopolitical and economic 
consequences, which we’ll 
explore in depth. 

To frame this analysis, 
let’s draw on thoughtful 
quotes that resonate with 
the themes of justice, ret-
ribution, and geopolitical 
strategy, as provided in the 
web search results: 

On Justice and Retribu-
tion: bell hooks once said, 
―Justice demands integ-
rity. It’s to have a moral 
universe — not only know 
what is right or wrong but 
to put things in perspec-

tive, weigh things. Justice 
is different from violence 
and retribution; it requires 
complex accounting 

O p e r at i o n  S i n do o r 
emerges as a bold yet 
complex manoeuvre, bal-
ancing national security 
imperatives with the po-
tential for regional desta-
bilization. Let’s now delve 
into its geopolitical rami-
fications and economic 
implications for India, as 
requested. 

Let’s dive into the ramifi-
cations of Operation Sin-
door, a bold military oper-
ation executed by India on 
May 7, 2025, under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
leadership, as referenced 
in the India Today and Al 
Jazeera articles. This op-
eration involved coordi-
nated strikes on nine ter-
rorist targets in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir, targeting groups 
like Jaish-e-Mohammad 
(JeM), Lashkar-e-Taiba, 
and Hizbul Mujahideen, 
in retaliation for the April 
2025 Pahalgam attack 
that killed 26 tourists. The 
operation has significant 
geopolitical and economic 
implications for India, 
which I’ll break down 
systematically with refer-
ences. 

Geopolitical 
Ramifications of 
opeRation sindooR 
Escalation of India-Paki-
stan Tensions 
Immediate Impact: The 
operation has led to the 
“worst fighting in more 
than two decades” be-
tween India and Pakistan, 
according to Al Jazeera. 
Pakistan reported 26 
deaths and 46 injuries, 

while India claimed eight 
were killed in retaliatory 
strikes. This tit-for-tat 
violence, involving strikes 
near Muzaffarabad and 
shelling, raises the spectre 
of a broader conflict be-
tween two nuclear-armed 
neighbours. 

Nuclear Risk: Al Jazeera 
quotes U.S. President 
Donald Trump saying, ―
The world cannot afford 
a military confrontation 
between India and Paki-
stan,― highlighting global 
fears of escalation. The 
operation’s timing, fol-
lowing the Pahalgam at-
tack blamed on Pakistan 
(which Islamabad denied), 
underscores the fragile 
state of India-Pakistan 
relations...which will not 
happen...!!

Long-Term Consequence: 
India’s assertive posture 
could also embolden its 
“surgical strike” doctrine, 
signalling zero tolerance 
for cross-border terrorism, 
but at the cost of sustained 
border tensions....Entire 
Global support stands be-
side India’s zero tolerance 
for Terror Supporting Na-
tion-- Pakistan

Counterterrorism Alli-
ances: The operation may 
strengthen India’s ties with 
nations like the U.S., France, 
and Israel, who share intelli-
gence and military coopera-
tion on counterterrorism. 

Economic Implications 
for India Pertaining to Op-
eration Sindoor Operation 
Sindoor, while a military 
and political statement, has 
direct and indirect effects on 
the Indian economy.

Temporary Economic Ef-
fects: 
Border Trade and Connec-
tivity: India-Pakistan bor-
der trade, already minimal 
due to years of strained re-
lations, may halt entirely. 
Cross-border skirmishes 
disrupt connectivity proj-
ects like the Kartarpur 
Corridor, impacting local 
economies in Punjab and 
Kashmir. 

Tourism Sector: The Pa-

halgam attack targeted 
tourists, and the subsequent 
operation and retaliatory 
strikes may deter interna-
tional visitors to Kashmir 
and other parts of India. 
Tourism, a significant rev-
enue source for Jammu and 
Kashmir (contributing ~7-
8% to its GDP pre-COVID, 
per government data), could 
face a sharp decline, exacer-
bating economic distress in 
the region. Now the locals 
who supported these ter-
rorists will now get to un-
derstand what it means to 
them especially the Source 
of Revenue...only Tempo-
rary disruptions according 
to my view

Stock Market Volatility: 
Historically, India-Pakistan 
tensions lead to short-term 
dips in the Indian stock 
market. The Sensex and 
Nifty may experience vola-
tility as investors react to 
fears of escalation. Defence 
stocks (e.g., Bharat Dynam-
ics, Hindustan Aeronautics) 
might see gains, but sectors 
like hospitality, aviation, 
and consumer goods could 
face ...a low but believe me 
it will be revived soon...re-
member we did very well 
during Covid-19 times. So 
Our Government will act 
with PRECISION Not by 
PROVOCATION 

Defence Spending and 
Fiscal Pressure
Increased Military Expen-
diture: Operation Sindoor, 
involving precision strikes 
and likely drone or missile 
technology, signals India’s 
investment in advanced mil-
itary capabilities. India’s de-
fense budget, already ~2.5% 
of GDP (as per SIPRI 2024 
data), may rise to sustain 
such operations and bolster 
border defences, No Fiscal 
Pressures for our Economy 
as such. 

defence spendinG 
and fiscal 
pRessuRe
Increased Military Expen-
diture: Operation Sindoor, 
involving precision strikes 
and likely drone or missile 

technology, signals India’s 
investment in advanced 
military capabilities. India’s 
defense budget, already 
~2.5% of GDP (as per SIPRI 
2024 data), may rise to sus-
tain such operations and 
bolster border defences, will 
not face any headwinds for 
sure as of now. There will be 
no Geopolitical instability 
particularly in sectors like 
manufacturing and tech, 
where India is pushing for 
self-reliance under the 
“Make in India” initiative. 
It’s not going to be under 
provocation.
Under Modi’s leadership, 
India has positioned itself 
as a staunch counterterror-
ism advocate, a stance that 
has garnered significant 
global support. The claim 
here is that this leadership 
and international backing 
will minimize economic dis-
ruptions stemming from the 
operation. Let’s break this 
down.

pRoactive economic 
policies
This proactive stance sug-
gests that Modi’s govern-
ment is likely to implement 
measures to counteract any 
economic disruptions from 
Operation Sindoor, such as 
incentivizing domestic pro-
duction or reassuring inves-
tors of stability.

Nationalist Sentiment as 
an Economic Driver: India 
Today notes that Operation 
Sindoor ―satisfies the col-
lective outcry of the nation 
for justice and retribution.― 
Modi’s ability to rally na-
tional support can translate 
into economic resilience. 
For instance, heightened 
patriotic sentiment might 
boost sectors like defense 
manufacturing (e.g., Bharat 
Dynamics, Hindustan Aero-
nautics) and media, where 
content glorifying India’s 
military achievements sees 
increased consumption

Global suppoRt 
foR india’s 
counteRteRRoRism 
moves
Operation Sindoor has been 

widely framed as a counter-
terrorism effort, a narrative 
that resonates with many 
global powers.

Western Backing: U.S. Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio 
closely monitoring the situ-
ation, signalling diplomatic 
engagement. The U.S., a 
major trade partner (India-
U.S. trade was $120 billion 
in 2023, per USTR), is un-
likely to impose economic 
penalties, ensuring that FDI 
flows—$85 billion in FY 
2023-24 (DPIIT)—remain 
largely intact.

suppoRt fRom 
otheR nations:
India’s global position, as 
allies like Israel, France, 
and the UK—key partners 
in counterterrorism—like-
ly endorse the operation. 
Such support can translate 
into sustained economic 
cooperation, minimizing 
disruptions in trade and in-
vestment.

conclusion with 
peRspectives
India’s decisive leadership 
under Narendra Modi, 
coupled with global sup-
port for Operation Sindoor, 
positions the country to 
minimize economic dis-
ruptions. Modi’s strategic 
acumen, evidenced by his 
high approval ratings and 
economic initiatives like 
“Make in India,” ensures 
proactive measures to sta-
bilize markets and sectors 
like tourism. International 
backing from the U.S., Isra-
el, and others. Sustains FDI 
and trade, while India’s im-
proved Middle Eastern ties 
secure energy supplies.
Though risks like escalation 
with Pakistan and potential 
Chinese pushback exist, the 
economic impact is likely to 
be very limited, with disrup-
tions confined to short-term 
volatility rather than struc-
tural damage.
Operation Sindoor, while a 
bold military move, under-
scores India’s ability to bal-
ance security and economic 
resilience on the global 
stage. 

The gentle spring air of 
Vaishakh carries a pro-
found resonance, culmi-
nating in the sacred obser-
vance of Buddha Purnima. 
Across the globe, millions 
commemorate the birth, 
enlightenment, and Parin-
irvana (final liberation) of 
Siddhartha Gautama, the 
historical Buddha. In India, 
the land of his birth and 
awakening, this day holds 
a particularly significant 
place, intertwined with the 
rich tapestry of Sanatan 
Dharma and its ongoing 

pursuit of social harmony 
and justice.

Gautam Buddha’s life, 
born into a royal Kshatriya-
Shakya clan, was one of 
profound transformation. 
Witnessing the inherent 
suffering of human exis-
tence – sickness, old age, 
and death – ignited within 
him a relentless quest for 
liberation. His renunciation 
of worldly comforts and his 
arduous spiritual journey 
under the Bodhi tree in 
Bodh Gaya culminated in 
his enlightenment, mak-
ing him the Buddha, the 
“Awakened One.”

The core of Buddha’s 
teachings, encapsulated 
in the Four Noble Truths, 
offers a pragmatic path to 
understanding and over-
coming suffering. The truth 
of suffering (dukkha), the 
truth of the origin of suffer-
ing (Samudaya), the truth of 
the cessation of suffering 
(Nirodha), and the truth of 

the path to the cessation of 
suffering (Magga) form the 
bedrock of Buddhist phi-
losophy. The Eightfold Path 
– right understanding, right 
thought, right speech, right 
action, right livelihood, 
right effort, right mindful-
ness, and right concentra-
tion – provides a practical 
framework for ethical con-
duct, mental discipline, and 
wisdom.

While Buddhism is often 
perceived as a distinct re-
ligious tradition, its roots 
are deeply embedded in the 
philosophical and spiritual 
landscape of ancient In-
dia and Sanatan Dharma. 
Many scholars and prac-
titioners recognize Bud-
dhism as a Dharmic tra-
dition that emerged from 
within the broader Hindu 
milieu, sharing a common 
heritage of concepts like 
Karma, Dharma, and Re-
incarnation. The Buddha 
himself drew upon existing 
spiritual practices and phil-
osophical inquiries, offer-
ing his unique insights and 
a distinct path to liberation. 
It’s important to note that 
the philosophy of Buddha 
is to help one in attaining 
Nirvana, the basic objective 
of Sanatan Vaidik Hindu 
Dhrama not a new sect.

The emphasis on Ahimsa 

(non-violence), Karuna 
(compassion), and Maitri 
(loving-kindness) in Bud-
dhist teachings resonates 
deeply with the core tenets 
of Sanatan Dharma, which 
also champions ethical liv-
ing and the interconnected-
ness of all beings. The Bud-
dha’s rejection of ritualistic 
practices and his emphasis 
on inner transformation 
and ethical conduct can be 
seen as a reformist move-
ment within the existing 
spiritual framework, seek-
ing to address the social 
and spiritual challenges of 
his time.

Buddha’s teaching was 
to liberate people from 
misery, poverty and death, 
as he sees these things re-
sponsible as suffering for 
humans. He welcomed in-
dividuals from all walks of 
life into his monastic order, 
irrespective of their social 
standing. This revolution-
ary approach brought all to 
parity and offered a path of 
spiritual liberation acces-
sible to all. His emphasis on 
individual effort and ethi-
cal conduct as the determi-
nants of spiritual progress 
without rituals, through 
prayers revolutionary 
change in spiritualism. 
The principles of Metta and 
Karuna urge us to cultivate 

empathy and actively work 
towards alleviating the suf-
fering of others, particular-
ly those marginalized.

In modern times, the les-
sons from the Buddha’s life 
and teachings can inspire 
us to actively dismantle the 
structures of inequality and 
prejudice that persist in 
our society. His emphasis 
on right understanding en-
courages us to critically ex-
amine our own biases and 
assumptions, while right 
action calls us to engage in 
concrete efforts to promote 
social justice and inclusiv-
ity. The focus on mindful-
ness and compassion can 
foster a more empathetic 
and understanding society, 
where the suffering of oth-
ers is acknowledged and 
addressed.

As we observe Buddha 
Purnima, it is crucial to re-
member the spirit of inclu-
sivity and social reform that 
permeated the Buddha’s 
teachings. We must support 
individuals and organiza-
tions working tirelessly to 
build a casteless society, 
where every citizen enjoys 
equal rights and opportuni-
ties. However, it is equally 
important to be discern-
ing and distance ourselves 
from those who exploit the 
discourse of social justice 

to sow seeds of hatred and 
division within the Hindu 
community. The true es-
sence of the Buddha’s mes-
sage lies in fostering har-
mony, understanding, and 
mutual respect.

Buddha Purnima is not 
merely a commemoration 
of a historical figure; it is 
a call to action. It reminds 
us of the enduring human 
quest for liberation, both 
spiritual and social. By em-
bracing the core principles 
of the Buddha’s teachings 
– compassion, wisdom, 
and ethical conduct – and 
by recognizing the deep 
connections between Bud-
dhism and Sanatan Dhar-
ma, we can collectively 
strive towards a more just, 
equitable, and harmonious 
society, where the light of 
Dharma illuminates the 
path towards true social 
parity and the eradication 
of untouchability. Let the 
spirit of the Awakened One 
inspire us to awaken our 
own hearts and minds to 
the suffering of others and 
to actively participate in the 
ongoing journey towards a 
truly inclusive and compas-
sionate world.

Gopal Goswami, Ph.D, is a 
Columnist, Researcher & So-
cial Worker.

Buddha Purnima: Dharma, harmony, quest for social justice

Communication plays a major role in modern 
warfare, where the right message needs to go out 
not only to the domestic public but also to the in-
ternational community. It is in this department 
that India seems to have been failing in its Opera-
tion Sindoor, while winning the actual battle con-
vincingly. But this was until the time the DGMO 
press conferences started, where the senior-most 
officers of the Indian armed forces put up a fool-
proof case to show how India has pummelled 
Pakistan. Compared to this, the Pakistani DG 
ISPR’s press conferences resemble a clown show, 
with what is jokingly referred to as “trust me bro”, 
replacing actual proof. But then the problem is 
that in the international media at least, Pakistani 
claims have got amplified, including the ridicu-
lous one about Pakistani drones hovering over 
New Delhi. It is surprising that these international 
news agencies would highlight Pakistani claims 
in such a manner, while often giving a passing 
mention to whatever Indians have been saying. 
This can be seen as an extension of the bias that 
exists in mainstream western media towards In-
dia, and is not a new phenomenon. This has been 
aggravated in the last decade because of the legacy 
media’s hatred for India’s right-of-centre govern-
ment. So the fiction about India suffering badly 
in Operation Sindoor have been floated around 
the world, ably aided by Pakistan’s misinforma-
tion campaign. But then Indians too have to be 
blamed for not communicating their position 

clearly. There was a clear lack of preparedness 
on reaching out to the world media, of taking the 
facts to them, and it showed in the coverage. This 
is an area where India needs to clear up its act.

Having said that, what India has achieved is 
nothing short of spectacular.

Hitting 11 key air bases inside Pakistan—in-
cluding bases like Sargodha and Jacobabad that 
house their F-16 and J-17 fleets—and 26 terror-
ist targets is not a matter of joke, apart from 
showing to the world what a sitting duck Paki-
stan is; as well as how overrated the Turkish 
drones and Chinese missiles and air defences 
are. Nothing functioned for Pakistan. This was 
an hour of glory for our indigenous manufac-
turing, with our layered air defence grid mostly 
populated by Indian systems. In fact this gives 
a whole new dimension to India’s power pro-
jection in the region and comes with a mes-
sage to China, whose reputation as a defence 
manufacturer and military power has cratered 
because of the failure of its air defence systems 
and missiles to protect Pakistan.

Amid this, Pakistan is still spreading misin-
formation about whose DGMO approached 
whom, when Indians have made it clear that it 
was the Pakistanis who raised the white flag. 
There is also some confusion about why and 
when US Vice President J.D. Vance intervened, 
and if there was a fear of nuclear escalation by 
the Pakistani side. But then this might stay un-
answered for a long time, because it is a matter 
of utmost secrecy. Meanwhile, US President 
Donald Trump has added his bit to the melee 
by trying to score brownie points by implying 
it was his intervention that made India and 
Pakistan cease fire, even though the Indian side 
has made it clear that there was no US involve-
ment whatsoever in the talks. Also, Trump has 
offered to mediate on the Kashmir issue. He 
and his advisors need to be told that the issue 
at hand is not Kashmir, but Pakistan sponsored 
terrorism. But then they will learn it the hard 
way that it won’t be easy to bring India to the 
table on Kashmir.

The bottom line is, whatever be the misinfor-
mation and disinformation, the truth will come 
out, which it has started, gradually. As for Paki-
stan, there is no treatment for its delusions. A 
country that actually believes that its hackers 
were able to disrupt India’s power grids and 
render 70% of the country powerless, does not 
have a cure. But then there are several Paki-
stanis who still believe that 1971 was a draw, in 
spite of losing half the country to India’s mili-
tary intervention, which gave birth to Bangla-
desh. Pakistan has fallen victim to its own web 
of misinformation and disinformation, believ-
ing that it can actually take on a behemoth like 
India. Much of its policy towards India stems 
from this delusion. The result is there for all to 
see.

JoyEETa BaSu

peRspective
DELUSIONAL PAKISTAN

CommuniCation 
in the time of 
ConfliCt

op Sindoor: modi’S CheCkmate – Slaying 
terror, SeCuring india’S eCo intereStS

opinion
Dr.S.Sukanya Iyer

opinion
Gopal GoSwamI

(l-r) DGmo lieutenant General rajiv Ghai, air 
marshal ak Bharti and Vice admiral an pramod 
during the press conference on ‘operation Sindoor’, 
in new Delhi on monday. anI

8 comment & analysis the daily guardian review
tue sday |  13  may 2025
new delhi

Editorial Director:  Prof. M.D. Nalapat; Managing Editor: Pankaj Vohra; Editor: Joyeeta Basu. Printed and Published by Rakesh Sharma for and on behalf of Good Morning India Media  Pvt. Ltd.; Printed at: Good Morning India  Media Pvt. Ltd,  Khasra No. 39, Village Basai Brahuddin Nagar, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Noida, Uttar 
Pradesh, (U.P.-201301); Published at:  275, Piccadily House, Floor-1, Captain Gaur Marg, Srinivaspuri, New Delhi - 110065; The Editorial offices: 275 Captain Gaur Marg Sriniwaspuri Okhla, New Delhi - 110065; Mumbai Office: Juhu Hotel, Juhu Tara Road, Santa Cruz-West, Mumbai-400049; Chandigarh Office: SCO-7, Sector 17-E,  
Chandigarh- 160017; RNI Registration No: DELENG/2022/83719; Title Code No:  DELENG19869;  For Subscriptions and Circulation Complaints Contact: Delhi:  Mahesh Chandra Saxena Mobile:+ 91 9911825289, CISN 0976 - 0008



9nationthe daily guardian review
tue sday |  13  may 2025

new delhi

How tHe U.S. MFN 
Policy coUld ReSHaPe 
Global dRUG PRiceS

T he U.S. President in 
2025, who announced 
a sweeping “Most Fa‑

vored Nation” (MFN) pricing 
order on prescription drugs. 
On May 12, 2025, President 
Donald Trump used his 
executive powers to order 
U.S. drug prices slashed by 
“30% to 80%,” tying U.S. 
prices to the lowest levels 
paid by other developed 
countries. In a Truth Social 
post, he vowed that under 
the new MFN policy “the 
United States will pay the 
same price as the Nation 
that pays the lowest price 
anywhere in the World”. 
The announcement set off a 
global shock: pharmaceuti‑
cal stocks fell sharply in Eu‑
rope, Asia and the U.S. as 
investors braced for profit 
hits. Analysts warned that 
while American patients 
would see near‑term relief, 
companies would “intensify 
pressure on low‑cost mar‑
kets like India to raise their 
prices,” since U.S. prices 
would be benchmarked to 
the cheapest international 
price. 

DecaDes of U.s. 
DrUg Pricing 
reforms
Pressure to rein in U.S. drug 
costs has a long history. The 
2003 Medicare Modern‑
ization Act created Part D 
drug coverage but explic-
itly barred the federal gov‑
ernment from negotiating 
prices on behalf of seniors. 
Subsequent efforts failed: 
the 2010 Affordable Care 
Act (Obamacare) included 
no new price controls on 
branded drugs, and in ex‑
change Big Pharma helped 
finance coverage expan‑
sions. Even on the campaign 
trail both Donald Trump 
and Hillary Clinton (2016) 
pledged to allow Medicare 
to negotiate, but Congress 
repeatedly nixed  such 
measures. In the 2018‑22 
period, Democrats finally 
enacted negotiation via the 
Inflation Reduction Act – 
Medicare must begin price 
negotiations for a handful 

of high‑cost drugs in 2026.
During his first term, 

President Trump issued a 
drug‑pricing blueprint and 
several executive actions. 
He ordered Medicare to 
explore linking prices to 
foreign rates, authorized 
importation of lower‑cost 
drugs from abroad, and in 
2020 signed an MFN‑style 
executive order – which 
was quickly challenged 
and blocked in court. That 
earlier Trump MFN rule, 
projected to save $85 billion 
over seven years, never took 
effect. After Democratic vic‑
tories, most of those rules 
were reversed or stalled. 
Notably, the new 2025 or‑
der comes on top of Biden’s 
Inflation Reduction Act 
framework, which “already 
negotiates prices for some 
of the most expensive medi‑
cines used in Medicare”. 
Still, Trump’s second‑term 
move represents his most 
aggressive pricing action, 
promising “almost imme‑
diately” 30–80% cuts in 
U.S. prices. 

market shock anD 
reboUnD in Pharma 
stocks
The MFN announcement 
triggered a global sell‑off in 
drug stocks. In Europe, As‑
traZeneca and GSK shares 
fell around 3–5%, while 
Denmark’s Novo Nordisk 
(maker of Wegovy/Ozem‑
pic) dropped 7.5%. In Asia, 
Japan’s pharma index slid 
4%; in Hong Kong, major 
biotech BeiGene plunged 
9%. Indian shares dipped 
as well – the broad Nifty 
Pharma index in Mumbai 
opened 1.7% lower, with gi‑
ants like Sun Pharma and 
Lupin under pressure. U.S. 
trade groups warned that 
“government price‑set‑
ting in any form is bad for 
American patients,” reflect‑
ing fears that such a policy 
could undermine R&D in‑
vestment. Even European 
industry voices urged gov‑
ernments to allow higher 
drug prices and new incen‑
tives; without them they 

warned, “Europe would 
fall further behind the US” 
in medicine development.

Within a day, however, 
sentiment among some in‑
vestors began to improve. 
In India, the Nifty Pharma 
index plunged by over 1,300 
points (down about 6.5%) 
on the morning of May 12, 
but by afternoon it had re-
bounded nearly 2.5% from 
its intraday low. Analysts 
noted that relief on unre‑
lated geopolitical news (a 
tentative India‑Pakistan 
ceasefire understanding) 
helped restore confidence. 
By late trading, the index 
was back near its pre‑an‑
nouncement level around 
21,000. Observers credited 
a belief that India’s pharma 
exporters — long accus‑

tomed to policy shifts — 
could weather global price 
changes. Nonetheless, in 
the immediate aftermath 
profit margins for generic 
makers were widely seen to 
be threatened by cratering 
U.S. prices. 

imPact on inDia’s 
PharmaceUtical 
sector
An Indian generic drug pack‑
aging (Suhagra‑100, a generic 
version of sildenafil). India’s 
pharma industry is a global 
leader in low‑cost generics, but 
a U.S. MFN policy could pres‑
sure India’s prices and patents. 
India’s pharmaceuticals are 
famously the “pharmacy 
of the world.” Indian firms 
produce roughly 20% of 
the world’s generic drug ex‑

ports (and meet about 40% 
of U.S. generic demand). 
In 2024, Indian exports to 
the U.S. hit about $10 bil‑
lion. The 2025 MFN order 
therefore sent shockwaves 
through India’s generics‑
heavy sector. On May 12, 
Indian generic drugmakers 
such as Sun Pharma, Bio‑
con, Lupin and Cipla ini‑
tially tumbled in Mumbai 
trading. (Sun Pharma and 
others were among stocks 
that slid in early trade.) The 
Nifty Pharma index briefly 
hit lows of ~20,600 before 
rebounding back to ~21,047.

Industry analysts pointed 
out that if U.S. prices must 
fall to the lowest global level, 
companies exporting to the 
U.S. could lose profits. As 
Ajay Bagga of Prime Se‑
curities warned, “Pharma 
shares will face some pres‑
sure as President Trump is 
expected to sign an execu‑
tive order that will reduce 
US prices of prescription 
drugs…by 30 to 80 per 
cent”. Yet by late May 12, 
most Indian drug stocks 
had recovered, reflecting 
optimism that U.S. policy 
details might be negotiated 
and that Indian firms could 
shift focus to other markets. 
The stock rebound was also 
attributed to India’s strong 
generics pipeline and bar‑
gaining power: Indian phar‑
ma has repeatedly argued 
that its reliance on afford‑
able generics, supported 
by India’s patent laws, fuels 
global health. 

inDia’s Policy 
resPonse anD 
triPs‑PlUs 
concerns
India’s government and 
think‑tanks responded 
with caution. Trade ana‑
lysts warned that global 
drug companies would 
lobby for stricter Indian 
patent rules to recoup lost 
revenues. Indeed, even 
before the order, India’s 
patent regime had drawn 
U.S. scrutiny: in 2024 In‑
dia was placed on a U.S. 
“Priority Watch List” for 
allegedly weak intellectual 
property protection. The 
GTRI think tank argued 
that India “must hold the 
line on its patent regime” 
as developed‑country 
firms push “TRIPS‑plus” 
demands via trade deals. 
Such TRIPS‑plus provi‑
sions (stronger data exclu‑
sivity, patent extensions or 
linkage rules) would delay 
generics and raise drug 
prices domestically.

In New Delhi, officials 
have been non‑committal 
publicly. Experts say India 
may emphasize at the WTO 
that the TRIPS Agreement 
already allows compul‑

sory licensing in health 
emergencies and that MFN 
indexing was a separate is‑
sue. Behind the scenes, In‑
dian trade negotiators could 
face renewed pressure in 
free‑trade talks. But India’s 
response, backed by gener‑
ics lobby groups, stressed 
protecting affordable medi‑
cine access. As the GTRI’s 
Ajay Srivastava put it, the 
“battleground is no longer 
just legal – it has moved to 
trade negotiations,” and 
India must resist any “mo‑

nopolistic extensions” that 
erode its patent flexibilities.

 
global riPPle 
effects on Pricing 
anD iP regimes
Trump’s MFN order is a 
striking new episode in the 
globalization of drug pric‑
ing. By openly tying U.S. 
prices to those abroad, it 
underscores that low‑price 
countries effectively subsi‑
dize high prices elsewhere. 
Global analysts expect rip‑
ple effects: for example, Eu‑
ropean and Asian markets 
might see pushback from 
pharma industry groups or 
even political responses. In 
Europe, drugmakers have 

already lobbied for higher 
domestic prices to remain 
competitive. Elsewhere, 
some governments may face 
lobbying to grant extended 
patent protections or data 
exclusivity so companies 
can keep prices up. This 
could strain global intel‑
lectual property debates: 
TRIPS‑plus provisions in 
new trade deals are precise‑
ly the tools pharma firms 
use to strengthen IP beyond 
the WTO minimum, often 
at the cost of higher drug 

costs.
Conversely, some govern‑

ments might seize on the 
moment to demand more 
affordable drugs. Devel‑
oping countries that face 
high drug bills could take 
heart from the U.S. tak‑
ing a stand on low prices, 
albeit for its own citizens. 
Advocates for global health 
note that U.S. public fund‑
ing drives much pharma‑
ceutical R&D; if U.S. pric‑
es are capped by foreign 
rates, multinational com‑
panies will watch budgets 
closely. Already, U.S. trade 
officials had considered 
punitive tariffs on pharma 
imports to force companies 

to produce in America, and 
Trump hinted he’d give 
firms “a lot of time” to shift 
operations before levies.

In sum, Trump’s 2025 
executive order represents 
both a dramatic break 
from previous U.S. policy 
and a logical endpoint of 
long‑standing arguments 
over drug pricing. It revives 
the MFN idea that first sur‑
faced in his early presiden‑
cy, but now with the force 
of an order and amid a new 
global context. For India’s 

massive generics industry, 
it brings both challenge 
and attention: companies 
that supply one‑fifth of the 
world’s generics must now 
navigate potential price re‑
calibrations and defend In‑
dia’s patent laws. Globally, 
the episode has reignited de‑
bates over whether interna‑
tional pricing arrangements 
can curb costs without sti‑
fling innovation. History 
will judge how effective the 
order is for Americans – and 
how other nations, from In‑
dia to Europe to developing 
countries, respond in policy 
and diplomacy.

Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra

inDia: the WorlD's meDicine chest 

Key Stats that Power the "Pharmacy of the World"

$27.85 billion in drug & pharma exports in FY 2023–24 
(up from $15.07 billion in 2013–14)

200+ countries receive Indian pharma products — top 
buyers: USA, Belgium, South Africa, UK, Brazil

262+ USFDA-compliant plants — highest outside the US

$100 billion market by 2025 | Growing at 10–12% annu-
ally

Biotech boom: from $10 billion in 2014 to $130+ billion 
in 2024

PLI Scheme outlay: Rs.15,000 crore | Boosts APIs, diag-
nostics, and patented drugs

150 nations received Indian vaccines/medicines via Vac-
cine Maitri during COVID-19

With innovation, low-cost manufacturing, and policy sup-
port, India is scripting a new global chapter in pharma-
ceutical leadership.

Trump’s “Most Favored 
Nation” order causes a 
global pharma shock, with 
ripple effects from Wall 
Street to Indian generic 
drugmakers, and threatens 
to reshape international 
pricing and patent battles.

Trump Revives Drug Price Plan: Trump on Truth Social: Medicaid should pay the world’s 
lowest drug prices. (Getty)

Markets Soar on Geopolitical Easing. Nifty jumped 900 pts, Nifty Bank 1,700 pts as India-Pak 
ties eased and US-China trade talks progressed; pharma cautious ahead of Trump’s order.

India: Pharmacy of the World. India supplies 20% of global generics, 40% of U.S. demand.

India Sends APIs to Cuba. 90 tonnes of Indian APIs shipped to 
Cuba, boosting essential drug production and bilateral ties.

Generics May Face U.S. Policy Heat. Exports like 
Suhagra-100 may be hit by new U.S. pricing rules.

PM NARENDRA MODI, 22 AUG 2024‑ India's pharmaceutical 
exports extend to both developed and developing countries and with 
enhanced research and development efforts, the industry is poised to 
usher in a new era of drug manufacturing and testing. Collaboration 

between public and private research institutions and increased funding 
and government support are essential for driving further growth and 

innovation. Further, initiatives such as the Production Linked Incentive 
Schemes and the Bulk Drug Park, in alignment with the "Make in 
India" campaign, foster an environment conducive to investment, 

innovation, and business development in the pharmaceutical sector.

Source: Deloitte



Honouring nurses: Pillars of strength 
in global healthcare and healing

Boost your immunity: Essential 
steps for better health

Indo-nepal InternatIonal ConferenCe Boosts 
MedICal CooperatIon Between IndIa and nepal

The Indo-Nepal Inter-
national Conference 
(IndoNepalCon) 

2025, aimed at fostering 
medical and healthcare 
cooperation between In-
dia and Nepal, was held 
recently in Kathmandu. 
This conference, a collab-
orative effort of the Indian 
Medical Association (IMA) 
Rajasthan and IMA MSM 
Hospital, brought together 
senior doctors, nursing of-
ficers, police representa-
tives, and common citizens 
from both nations, marking 
a significant step forward in 
strengthening medical ties.

The conference’s chief 
conveners, Roop Singh Ku-
mawat and Manoj Kandoi, 
highlighted that the primary 

objective of the event was to 
exchange the latest advance-
ments in medical knowledge 
and to enhance the rapid 
response mechanisms in 
disaster and emergency sit-
uations. Various dialogues 
and training sessions were 
organized, covering vital 
topics like Basic Life Sup-
port (BLS), Trauma Care, 
Disaster Management, and 
Community Health.

Keynote speakers at the 
conference shared valu-
able insights on improving 
healthcare delivery in both 
countries. Dr. Rajesh Shar-
ma, one of the prominent 
speakers, discussed the im-
portance of Automated Ex-
ternal Defibrillators (AED) 
in treating cardiac arrest, 
stressing their life-saving 
capabilities. Dr. Loken-
dra Sharma focused on the 

critical issue of antibiotic 
resistance, emphasizing the 
prudent use of antibiotics in 
clinical practice.

A hands-on CPR training 
workshop was also con-
ducted, where Bijendra and 

Radhe Lal Sharma from 
SMS Medical College Trau-
ma Center provided training 
on Basic Life Support tech-
niques. Dr. JP Agarwal ad-
dressed modern challenges 
in lifestyle medicine, provid-

ing a comprehensive look at 
how lifestyle factors con-
tribute to health issues in to-
day’s world. Dr. OP Sharma 
informed the participants 
about various government 
health schemes currently 

available in the state.
Adding a unique dimen-

sion to the conference, Dr. 
Meghendra Sharma of 
Vigyan Bharti presented 
valuable insights into the 
relevance of ancient Indian 

medical science in the mod-
ern world. The event also 
saw MD and PhD students 
from Rajasthan Health Sci-
ences University actively 
participating, as they pre-
sented research papers and 

posters through online plat-
forms, contributing to aca-
demic exchanges between 
the two nations.

IndoNepalCon-2025 not 
only strengthened medical 
cooperation between India 
and Nepal but also served as 
a foundation for future bilat-
eral initiatives in the health 
sector. 

The conference has set a 
precedent for future collabo-
rations and is considered a 
historic step in enhancing 
medical ties between the two 
countries.

The event was appreciated 
by both the organizers and 
participants as a success-
ful initiative, strengthen-
ing  mutual understanding, 
knowledge sharing, and a 
stronger bond in healthcare 
cooperation between India 
and Nepal.

Every year on May 12, the 
world celebrates Internation-
al Nurses Day, commemorat-
ing the birth anniversary of 
Florence Nightingale, the 
founder of modern nurs-
ing. This day not only hon-
ors the selfless service of 
nurses across the globe but 
also highlights their integral 
role in the healthcare system. 
The theme for International 
Nurses Day 2025 is ‘Our 
Nurses. Our Future. Car-
ing for nurses strengthens 
economies.’ This theme fo-
cuses on nurses’ health and 
well-being and highlights 
the critical role of a healthy 
nursing workforce in sup-
porting the overall health-
care system.

The CriTiCal role 
of Nurses iN 
healThCare
Nurses are often the first and 
most consistent point of con-
tact for patients within any 
healthcare setting. Their role 
spans across primary, sec-
ondary, and tertiary care and 
includes promoting health, 
preventing illness, and car-
ing for the ill, disabled, and 
dying. From the emergency 
room to the ICU, from rural 
clinics to urban hospitals, 
nurses serve tirelessly, en-
suring every patient receives 
safe and effective care.

Nurses are trained to assess 
patients, administer medi-
cation, manage treatment 
plans, educate families, and 
provide emotional support. 
In recent decades, the scope 
of nursing has expanded 
even further, with advanced 
practice nurses (APNs) and 
nurse practitioners (NPs) 
taking on more autonomous 
roles in diagnosis and treat-
ment.
CoNTribuTioNs iN 
DiffereNT spheres 
of healThCare
1. CliNiCal 
exCelleNCe aND 
paTieNT Care
Nurses spend more time 
with patients than any oth-
er healthcare professional, 
making them central to pa-
tient outcomes. Their close 
observation allows for early 
detection of complications, 
timely interventions, and 
individualized patient care. 
Clinical nurses ensure hy-
giene standards, monitor 
vital signs, manage chronic 
diseases, and often serve as 
advocates for their patients.
2. publiC healTh 
aND CommuNiTy 
ouTreaCh
Beyond hospitals, nurses 

play a significant role in 
public health. Community 
health nurses educate the 
public about health promo-
tion, nutrition, sanitation, 
immunization, and disease 
prevention. During epi-
demics and pandemics like 
COVID-19, nurses were on 
the frontlines, often risking 
their lives to deliver care, 
manage vaccinations, and 
conduct contact tracing.
3. leaDership aND 
poliCy aDvoCaCy
Nurses also contribute to 
healthcare policy and re-
form. As professionals who 
understand patient needs 
and systemic gaps firsthand, 
nurse leaders are crucial in 
shaping policies for better 
access, equity, and quality in 

healthcare delivery. Nursing 
organizations worldwide 
work with governments to 
ensure adequate staffing, 
safe working conditions, 
and fair compensation.
4. eDuCaTioN aND 
meNTorship
Nurse educators play a piv-
otal role in preparing future 
generations of healthcare 
professionals. They en-
sure that nursing practices 
evolve with evidence-based 
research and medical ad-
vancements. Senior nurses 
also mentor junior staff, 
helping them navigate clini-
cal responsibilities and ethi-
cal dilemmas.
5. researCh aND 
iNNovaTioN
Many nurses today are en-
gaged in research aimed at 

improving patient care stan-
dards. They study infec-
tion control, patient safety, 
pain management, mental 
health interventions, and 
more. Nurses also contrib-
ute to healthcare innova-
tions, including the design 
of patient care models and 
the development of health 
technologies.
ChalleNges faCeD 
by Nurses
Despite their indispensable 
role, nurses often face nu-
merous challenges. Long 
working hours, inadequate 
staffing, low wages in many 
regions, and emotional 
burnout are common issues. 
During health emergencies, 
these challenges intensify, 
affecting their physical and 

mental well-being. There’s 
also a global nursing short-
age, which puts immense 
pressure on existing staff 
and compromises patient 
care. Gender disparity is 
another concern. Although 
nursing is a female-domi-
nated profession, leadership 
roles in healthcare are often 
male-dominated. Empow-
ering nurses through edu-
cation, leadership training, 
and equitable policies is 
crucial for the growth of the 
profession.
The eCoNomiC value 
of NursiNg
 This year’s theme is “Car-
ing for nurses strengthens 
economies” Investing in 
nursing education, fair 
wages, and workplace safe-
ty improves retention and 

job satisfaction. It also leads 
to more sustainable health-
care systems, especially in 
low- and middle-income 
countries where medical 
resources are limited.

Nurses are not just care-
givers—they are critical 
thinkers, advocates, edu-
cators, and innovators. By 
recognizing their economic 
impact, countries can bet-
ter allocate resources to 
strengthen their health sys-
tems from the ground up.

International Recognition 
and the Way Forward

Organizations such as the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) and ICN have been 
advocating for the empow-
erment and recognition of 
nurses on global platforms. 
The State of the World’s 
Nursing Report (2020) by 
WHO emphasized the need 
for strategic investments in 
nursing education, jobs, and 
leadership.

To ensure that the nurs-
ing profession continues to 
evolve and thrive, several 
critical steps must be priori-
tized. Expanding education 
and training opportunities 
is essential to equip nurses 
with advanced skills and up-
to-date clinical knowledge. 
Strengthening nursing lead-
ership and ensuring greater 
representation in health pol-
icy decisions will empower 
nurses to influence systems 
that directly impact patient 
care. Fair remuneration and 
professional recognition 
are vital to acknowledge 
the value nurses bring to 
healthcare, helping to retain 
skilled professionals. Addi-
tionally, providing robust 
mental health support and 
ensuring safe, supportive 
working environments are 
necessary to protect the well-
being of nurses and enable 
them to perform their duties 
effectively.
Nurses are 
The hearT of 
healThCare.
Their compassion, resil-
ience, and expertise form 
the backbone of medical 
services in every country. 
On International Nurses Day 
2024, the world not only cel-
ebrates their contributions 
but also calls upon leaders, 
institutions, and citizens to 
support and invest in nurs-
ing as a cornerstone of global 
health. The future of health-
care depends on nurses. Let 
us empower them, support 
them, and recognize the im-
mense value they bring—not 
just in saving lives but in 
shaping a healthier, more 
equitable world.

A strong immune system 
is essential for protecting 
the body against infections, 
illnesses, and diseases. 
The immune system acts 
as a defense mechanism, 
identifying and eliminat-
ing harmful pathogens like 
viruses, bacteria, and toxins 
that could otherwise cause 
harm. However, factors 
such as stress, poor diet, 
lack of sleep, and sedentary 
lifestyles can weaken immu-
nity. This makes it crucial 
to adopt a healthy lifestyle 
and incorporate habits that 
enhance immune function. 
Here’s how you can improve 
your immunity naturally.
1. balaNCeD DieT 
for a sTroNger 
immuNe sysTem
The food we eat plays a 
significant role in boosting 
immunity. A well-balanced 
diet rich in fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains, lean proteins, 
and healthy fats provides 
essential nutrients that 
support immune function. 
Vitamins such as vitamin C, 
vitamin D, and minerals like 
zinc are especially important 
for the immune system.

Vitamin C: Found in citrus 
fruits, strawberries, bell pep-
pers, and broccoli, vitamin 
C is known to enhance the 
production of white blood 
cells, which fight infections.

Vitamin D: This vitamin 
helps activate immune cells 
and is found in fatty fish, for-
tified dairy, and eggs. Spend-
ing time in the sun also helps 
the body produce vitamin D.

Zinc: This mineral is cru-
cial for maintaining im-
mune cell function and can 
be found in foods like nuts, 
seeds, legumes, and lean 
meats.
2. regular 
exerCise
Exercise is not only good for 
overall health but also boosts 
the immune system. Regular 
physical activity improves 
blood circulation, allow-
ing immune cells to move 
more freely throughout the 
body. It also helps regulate 
inflammation and promotes 
a healthy body weight.

Moderate exercise, such as 
brisk walking, swimming, or 
cycling, for at least 30 min-
utes most days of the week, 
is beneficial. However, exces-
sive exercise without proper 
rest can actually suppress 
immune function, so it’s es-
sential to maintain a balance.
3. aDequaTe sleep
Sleep is vital for maintaining 
a healthy immune system. 

When we sleep, the body un-
dergoes repair and regenera-
tion, and immune function 
is optimized. Lack of sleep 
can impair the production 
of immune cells, making 
the body more susceptible 
to infections.

Adults should aim for 7-9 
hours of quality sleep each 
night. To improve sleep 
quality, establish a regular 
sleep schedule, create a re-
laxing bedtime routine, and 
make the sleep environment 
conducive to rest, such as by 
keeping the room cool and 
dark.
4. maNagiNg sTress
Chronic stress has been 
shown to suppress the im-
mune system, making the 

body more vulnerable to 
illness. When stressed, the 
body produces cortisol, a 
hormone that, in excess, can 
impair immune function. 
Therefore, managing stress 
is crucial for improving im-
munity.

Effective stress-manage-
ment techniques include 
deep breathing exercises, 

meditation, yoga, and mind-
fulness. Engaging in activi-
ties that promote relaxation 
and joy, such as spending 
time with loved ones or 
pursuing hobbies, can help 
lower stress levels.
5. hyDraTioN
Staying hydrated is essential 
for overall health, including 
the proper functioning of 
the immune system. Water 
helps flush out toxins from 
the body, supports nutrient 
absorption, and maintains 
the health of mucosal mem-
branes, which act as barriers 
to pathogens.

Aim to drink at least 8 
glasses (2 liters) of water a 
day, but more may be nec-
essary if you are physically 

active or in hot climates. 
Herbal teas and water-rich 
foods like fruits and veg-
etables can also contribute 
to hydration.
6. probioTiCs for 
guT healTh
The gut plays a major role in 
immunity, as about 70% of 
the immune system resides 
in the gut. A healthy gut is 

essential for proper immune 
function, and probiotics—
beneficial bacteria found 
in fermented foods—help 
maintain a balanced gut 
microbiome.

Include foods like yogurt, 
kefir, sauerkraut, kimchi, 
and kombucha in your diet 
to boost gut health and, con-
sequently, immune health. If 
necessary, you can also take 
probiotic supplements after 
consulting a healthcare pro-
fessional.
7. avoiD smokiNg 
aND exCessive 
alCohol
Smoking and excessive alco-
hol consumption can dam-
age the immune system and 
make it harder for the body 
to fight infections. Smoking 
weakens the respiratory sys-
tem, while alcohol impairs 
the production and function 
of immune cells.

Quitting smoking and 
limiting alcohol intake can 
significantly improve im-
mune function and overall 
health. If you’re struggling 
to quit, seek support from 
healthcare professionals or 
support groups.
8. regular 
haNDwashiNg aND 
hygieNe praCTiCes
In addition to strengthening 
the immune system from 
within, practicing good 
hygiene is crucial for pre-
venting infections. Regular 
handwashing with soap and 
water, especially before eat-
ing or after being in public 
places, can help reduce the 
risk of infection.

Avoid touching your face, 
especially the eyes, nose, 
and mouth, as these are the 
entry points for viruses and 
bacteria. Keeping your liv-
ing environment clean and 
practicing proper food hy-
giene are also essential steps 
in preventing the spread of 
infections.

Improving immunity re-
quires a holistic approach 
that includes proper nu-
trition, regular exercise, 
adequate sleep, stress man-
agement, and good hygiene. 
By adopting these healthy 
habits, you can strengthen 
your immune system, in-
crease your body’s resil-
ience to illness, and enjoy 
better overall health. Re-
member, a healthy immune 
system is not only about 
avoiding sickness but also 
about ensuring your body 
can repair and protect itself 
effectively. With consistent 
efforts, you can give your 
immune system the sup-
port it needs to keep you 
healthy and thriving.
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U.S. President 
Donald Trump 

confirmed late 
Sunday that Edan Alex-
ander, a dual U.S.-Israeli 
citizen and the last known 
living American held by 
Hamas in Gaza, will be 
released. Alexander has 
been in captivity since the 
militant group’s October 7, 
2023, attack on Israel.

Trump announces 
release

“I am happy to announce 
that Edan Alexander, an 
American citizen who has 
been held hostage since 
October 2023, is com-
ing home to his family,” 
Trump said in a post on 
his Truth Social platform.

Expressing gratitude to 
those who played a role in 
the development, Trump 
added, “I am grateful to all 
those involved in making 
this monumental news 
happen. This was a step 
taken in good faith to-
wards the United States 
and the efforts of the 
mediators — Qatar and 
Egypt — to put an end to 
this very brutal war and 
return all living hostages 
and remains to their loved 
ones. Hopefully this is the 
first of those final steps 
necessary to end this bru-
tal conflict. I look very 
much forward to that day 
of celebration!”

edan alexander: 
confirmaTion 
from Hamas and 
israeli Govern-
menT

Hamas later confirmed 
the release of Alexander, 
stating that it is “part of 
the efforts to reach a cease-
fire.”

The Israeli Prime Minis-

ter’s Office also acknowl-
edged the development, 
releasing a statement: 
“The U.S. has informed 
Israel of Hamas’s intention 
to release soldier Edan 
Alexander as a gesture to 
the Americans, without 
conditions or anything in 
exchange.”

Earlier on Sunday, Al-
exander’s family was no-
tified by the U.S. Middle 
East Envoy Steve Witkoff 
that Hamas had agreed to 
release him.

The family had also re-
ceived a video clip show-
ing Edan alive, in which 
he pleaded to be freed. 
With his release now im-
minent, Yael is heading 
back to Israel to reunite 
with her son.

WHo is edan alex-
ander?

Edan Alexander, the son 
of Yael and Adi Alexander, 
grew up in Tenafly, New 
Jersey. The eldest of three 
siblings, he was a competi-
tive swimmer and enjoyed 
extreme sports. After high 
school, he made aliyah—
immigrating to Israel—

and moved in with his 
grandparents in Tel Aviv.

He joined the Israel De-
fense Forces and served in 
the elite Golani Brigade.

On October 7, 2023, while 
his mother was visiting 
from the U.S., Edan chose 

to stay on duty at his base 
in southern Israel. Despite 
the looming threat, he 
stood by his unit. During 
the attack, he managed to 
briefly contact his mother 
by phone before all com-
munication ceased.

U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s 
upcoming visit 

to the Gulf, which 
notably bypasses Israel, 
has triggered fresh anxiet-
ies amongst several Israe-
lis about their standing in 
Washington’s strategic 
priorities, Reuters report-
ed on Monday. Here’s a 
breakdown of what’s hap-
pening and why it matters.

WHaT’s causinG 
THe currenT con-
cern in israel?

Trump’s decision to skip 
Israel during his Middle 
East tour — which in-
cludes Saudi Arabia, Qa-
tar and the United Arab 
Emirates — has raised 
eyebrows in Jerusalem, the 
report said, adding that 
the move follows a string 
of developments that have 
unsettled Israeli officials:

U.S. talks with Hamas 
led to the pending re-
lease of U.S.-Israeli hos-
tage Edan Alexander, but 
they excluded Israel from 
the negotiation process. 
The announcement came 
just after Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu an-
nounced an expanded 
military operation in Gaza.

Trump suddenly halted 
U.S. airstrikes on Iranian-
backed Houthi rebels in 
Yemen, days after a Houthi 
missile struck near Israel’s 
main international airport.

According to the Reuters 
report, these decisions 
have been interpreted by 
many in Israel as signs 
that U.S. priorities may be 
shifting away from tradi-
tional support for Israel.

HoW Have israeli 
officials reacT-
ed?

Reports of unease grow-
ing behind the scenes 
within the Israeli govern-
ment have emerged. One 
unnamed senior official in 
Netanyahu’s inner circle 
told Reuters there was 
“chaos” in the Trump ad-
ministration, adding that 
“everything depended on 
what the president decid-
ed at any given moment.” 
Sometimes that helped 
Israel, the official report-
edly said, “and sometimes 
it did not.”

Another official report-
edly described the Houthi 
decision as “kind of an em-
barrassment.”

Meanwhile, Foreign 
Minister Gideon Saar said 
on Sunday, “We coordi-
nate. It doesn’t mean you 
must fully agree 100% 
on every issue… The U.S. 
is a sovereign state. Israel 
is a sovereign state. But 
I believe we have a very, 
very big common ground 
of positions with this ad-
ministration, more than 
in the past,” as reported 
by Reuters.

WHaT’s aT sTake 
for israel?

Trump’s moves, ana-
lysts say, have seemingly 
widened the gap between 
Israeli and U.S. priorities 

on key regional issues. 
Beyond the immediate 
concerns about Gaza and 
Houthi missiles, several 
long-term strategic goals 
also appear in limbo:

Saudi-Israel normalisa-
tion: A key Israeli objec-
tive — bringing Saudi 
Arabia into the Abraham 
Accords — appears to have 
been shelved, for now. Ac-
cording to Reuters, the 
U.S. is no longer insisting 
on normalisation as a pre-
requisite for nuclear talks 
with Riyadh.

Iran nuclear negotia-
tions: Quiet U.S. discus-
sions with Tehran on its 
nuclear program continue 
to rattle Israel, especially if 
they undercut the threat 
of Israeli military action 
against Iran.

One Israeli  official 
summed it up, reportedly 
saying, “But we don’t have 
a choice.”

HoW is THe israeli 
public respond-
inG?

Reports suggest that 
there is growing public 
frustration in Israel over 
the perception that the 
U.S. is now making major 
policy decisions that affect 
Israel without consulting 

or even notifying it.
Tel Aviv pensioner Jack 

Gottlieb told Reuters, 
“There’s just no leadership 
now… Right now, it’s every 
man for himself.”

WHaT does THe 
u.s. say?

The U.S. has pushed 
back on suggestions that 
it’s distancing itself from 
Israel. “The president 
has been consistent in his 
support and his partner-
ship and I have no reason 
to believe that that won’t 
continue,” Reuters quoted 
U.S. Ambassador Mike 
Huckabee said.

“That word [‘ironclad’] is 
still operative,” he report-
edly said, referring to the 
oft-used descriptor of U.S.-
Israel ties.

Understanding the release of U.S.-
Israeli hostage Edan Alexander

Signals from the Gulf: What Israel 
is watching

Ceasefire fallout: When diplomaCy meets digital hate

oreign Sec-
retary Vikram 
Misri, India’s 

m o s t  d i s t i n -
guished diplomat, has 
been targeted by despi-
cable online abuse af-
ter his contribution to 
the announcement of a 
ceasefire deal with Paki-
stan. Misri, Colonel So-
fiya Qureshi, and Wing 
Commander Vyomika 
Singh have been updat-
ing the media on Op-
eration Sindoor, a key 

response operation after 
the Pahalgam terror at-
tack.

But when the ceasefire 
deal became public, so-
cial media users started 
going after Misri with 
personal abuses. To ev-
erybody’s surprise, the 
abuse escalated to his 
daughter, Didon Misri, 
leading the Foreign Sec-
retary to lock his X (pre-
viously Twitter) account.

WHy THe TrollinG 
beGan aGainsT 
vikram misri

On May 10,  India 
and Pakistan mutu-
ally agreed to suspend 
all military activity on 
land, sea, and air. The 
move, following four in-
tense days of drone and 
missile bombardments, 
was announced by For-
eign Secretary Misri in a 
press conference.

He said that the Direc-
tors General of Military 
Operations of both na-
tions had sat down and 
would continue to meet. 
This ceasefire, regarded 
as a diplomatic break-
through by most, infu-
riated some right-wing 

sections on the net who 
had insisted on a re-
sounding retaliatory at-
tack on Pakistan. Misri, 
being the face of the an-
nouncement, felt the 
brunt of their wrath.

The trolling grew more 
aggressive when us-
ers started attacking his 
daughter, Didon Misri, 
who lives in London and 
works for international 
law firm Herbert Smith 
Freehills. Allegations 
that she had offered legal 
assistance to Rohingya 
refugees prompted a tor-
rent of hate, including 
doxxing and abuse.

criTicism from 
across THe po-
liTical divide

As the trolling mount-
ed, a number of politi-
cians, diplomats, and 
associations came out in 
defense of Misri.

The IAS Association 
stated, “The IAS Associ-
ation stands in solidarity 
with Shri Vikram Misri, 
Foreign Secretary, & his 
family. Unwarranted 
personal attacks on civil 
servants serving their 
nation with integrity are 
regrettable.”

AIMIM leader Asa-
duddin Owaisi twit-
ter, “Mr Vikram Misri 
is a good and an honest 
hard-working diplo-
mat working day and 
night for our Nation. 
Our civil servants work 
under the Executive…
they shouldn’t be held 
responsible for the deci-
sions made by…any Po-
litical leadership operat-

ing Watan E Aziz.”
The IRTS Association 

also denounced the troll-
ing: “We request every-

one to uphold respect 
and decorum, consider-
ing his devoted service 
and immense contribu-
tions towards the na-
tion.”

diplomaTs and 
bureaucraTs 
come ouT in sup-
porT of vikram 
misri

Former Foreign Sec-

retary Nirupama Me-
non Rao did not mince 
words. “It’s shameful 
to troll Foreign Secre-

tary Vikram Misri and 
his family…Doxxing his 
daughter and harassing 
his loved ones crosses 
every line of decency,” 
she stated. “Stand united 
behind our diplomats, 
not tear them down.”

Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor, while talking 
to NDTV, remarked, “I 
can’t understand who 
on earth would troll and 
why? What could they 
be critical of, and what 
could these people have 
done differently or bet-
ter?”

Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav 
further stated that such 
abuse demoralises offi-
cials serving the nation 
with dedication. He also 
criticized the BJP gov-
ernment for failing to act 
against hate spreaders.

Other senior bureau-
crats, such as V Srinivas, 
Secretary of Administra-
tive Reforms, and Srini-
vas Katikithala, Sec-
retary of Housing and 
Urban Affairs, highlight-
ed Misri’s commitment 
and demanded respect 
for civil servants.

Even comedian Vir Das 
came to Misri’s defence, 

writing, “Vikram Misri 
was amazing, so were 
Colonel Sophiya Qureshi 
and Wing Commander 
Wyomika Singh. Any-
one who thinks other-
wise is a fool.”

a diGnified ca-
reer under aT-
Tack

Vikram Misri’s cre-
dentials make the troll-
ing even more baffling. 
Born in Srinagar in 1964, 
he began his diplomatic 
journey on the Pakistan 
desk at the Ministry of 
External Affairs after 
joining the Indian For-
eign Service in 1989.

Over the years, he 
served as private sec-
retary to three prime 
ministers: IK Gujral, 
Manmohan Singh, and 
Narendra Modi. Be-
tween January 2022 and 
June 2024, Misri served 
as Deputy National Se-
curity Advisor.

His selection as For-
eign Secretary on July 15, 
2024, was generally in-
terpreted as an acknowl-
edgment of his diplomat-
ic acumen and strategic 
insight. He has served in 
the most sensitive geopo-

litical environments, so 
no one can question his 
integrity.

THe biGGer ques-
Tion

Notwithstanding the 
publicized backing for 
Misri, the Ministry of 
External Affairs has 
thus far failed to come 
out with an official de-
nunciation of the mal-
treatment. Such silence 
is worrying in regards 
to the exposure of public 
servants and their fami-
lies in the age of digital 
media.

Social media, while a 
tool of democracy, has 
increasingly become 
a breeding ground for 
hate and disinformation. 
The doxxing of Misri’s 
daughter and the lack 
of official action signal a 
troubling normalization 
of online abuse against 
civil servants.

Public servants oper-
ate under the direction 
of elected governments. 
Blaming them for na-
tional policy decisions 
reflects a dangerous mis-
understanding of how 
democratic governance 
works.

As Vikram 
Misri’s 
trolling 
mounted, a 
number of 
politicians, 
diplomats, 
and 
associations 
came out in 
defence of 
Misri.

President Donald Trump received a warm welcome from 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in Riyadh on Saturday. 
(Getty Images)

 Gideon Saar addresses the audience during a handover 
ceremony with his predecessor at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Jerusalem on November 10, 2024. (AFP)

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri addresses the media during a 
special briefing on Operation Sindoor. (Photo: PTI)

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri seen with his family in a rare 
public moment. (X post)

In the aftermath of the India-Pakistan ceasefire, one striking 
image continues to resonate: Colonel Sofiya Qureshi representing 
the Army at the joint MEA–MoD press conference. (File photo)

Wing Commander Vyomika Singh fronted the Indian 
government’s media briefing on Operation Sindoor. (File photo)

Hamas had said earlier that it would release Alexander.
Credit: X/@WhiteHouse
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While many hailed the ceasefire 
as a diplomatic breakthrough, it 
enraged certain right-wing voices 
online who had demanded a forceful 
retaliation against Pakistan. As the 
public face of the announcement, 
Misri bore the brunt of their outrage.

Expressing gratitude to those who 
played a role in the development, 
Trump added, “I am grateful to 
all those involved in making this 
monumental news happen.



TRUMP’S TARIFFS IGNITE GLOBAL 
TRADE WARS: THE TIMELINE 

Long-threatened tar-
iffs from U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump 

have plunged the country 
into trade wars abroad — 
all while on-again, off-again 
new levies continue to esca-
late uncertainty.

Trump launched a trade 
war during his first term as 
well, taking particular aim 
at China by putting taxes 
on most of its goods. Beijing 
responded with its own re-
taliatory tariffs on a range of 
U.S. products. Trump used 
the threat of more tariffs 
to force Canada and Mex-
ico to renegotiate a North 
American trade pact, called 
the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement, in 2020.

When President Joe Biden 
took office, he preserved 
most of the tariffs Trump 
had enacted against China, 
in addition to imposing 
some new restrictions. But 
his administration claimed 
to take a more targeted ap-
proach.

Fast-forward to today, 
and economists stress there 
could be greater conse-
quences on businesses and 
economies worldwide un-
der Trump’s more sweep-
ing tariffs this time around 
— and that higher prices 
will likely leave consumers 
footing the bill. There’s also 
been a sense of whiplash 
from Trump’s back-and-
forth tariff threats and re-
sponding retaliation seen 
over the last few months.

Here’s a timeline of how 
we got here:

January 20   Trump is 
sworn into office. In his  in-
augural address , he again 

promises to “tariff and tax 
foreign countries to enrich 
our citizens.” And he re-
iterates plans to  create an 
agency called the External 
Revenue Service , which 
has yet to be established.

On his first day in office, 
Trump also says he  expects 
to put 25% tariffs on Cana-
da and Mexico  starting on 
Feb. 1, while declining to 
immediately flesh out plans 
for taxing Chinese imports.

January 26  Trump  threat-
ens 25% tariffs  on all Co-
lombia imports and  other 
retaliatory measures  after 
President Gustavo Petro’s 
rejects two U.S. military 

aircraft carrying migrants 
to the country, accusing 
Trump of not treating im-
migrants with dignity dur-
ing deportation. 

In response, Petro also 
announces a retaliatory 
25% increase in Colombian 
tariffs on U.S. goods. But 
Colombia later reversed its 
decision and  accepted the 
flights  carrying migrants. 
The two countries soon 
signaled a halt in  the trade 
dispute .

February 1  Trump  signs 
an executive order  to im-
pose tariffs on imports from 
Mexico, Canada and China 
— 10% on all imports from 
China and 25% on imports 
from Mexico and Canada  
starting Feb. 4 . Trump  in-
voked this power  by declar-
ing a national emergency 
— ostensibly over  undocu-
mented immigration and 
drug trafficking .

The action prompts swift 
outrage from all three coun-
tries, with promises of retal-
iatory measures.

 February 3  Trump  
agrees to a 30-day pause  

on his tariff threats against 
Mexico and Canada, as both 
trading partners take steps 
to appease Trump’s con-
cerns about border security 
and drug trafficking.

February 4  Trump’s new 
10% tariffs on all Chinese 
imports to the U.S.  still go 
into effect . China retaliates 
the same day  by announc-
ing a flurry of countermea-
sures, including new duties 
on a variety of American 
goods and an  anti-monopo-
ly investigation into Google .

China’s 15% tariffs on coal 
and liquefied natural gas 
products, and a 10% levy on 
crude oil, agricultural ma-
chinery and large-engine 
cars imported from the U.S.,  
take effect Feb. 10 .

February 10  Trump an-
nounces plans  to hike steel 
and aluminum tariffs  start-
ing March 12. He removes 
the exemptions from his 
2018 tariffs on steel, mean-
ing that all steel imports 
will be taxed at a minimum 
of 25%,  and also raises  his 
2018 aluminum tariffs from 
10% to 25%.

AGENCIES
New York

A group of 49 white South 
Africans departed their 
homeland Sunday for the 
United States on a private 
charter plane having been 
offered refugee status by 
the Trump administration  
under a new program an-
nounced in February.

The group, which in-
cluded families and small 
children, was due to arrive 
at Dulles International Air-
port outside Washington on 
Monday morning local time, 

according to Collen Msibi, a 
spokesperson for South Af-
rica’s transport ministry.

They are the first Afri-
kaners —  a white minority 
group  in South Africa — to 
be relocated after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump issued 
an executive order on Feb. 
7 accusing South Africa’s 
Black-led government of ra-
cial discrimination against 
them and announcing a 
program to offer them relo-
cation to America. 

The South African govern-
ment  said it is “completely 
false”  that Afrikaners are 

being persecuted.
The Trump administra-

tion has fast-tracked their 
applications while pausing 
other refugee programs, 
halting arrivals from Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, most of sub-
Saharan Africa and other 
countries in a  move being 
challenged in court .

Refugee groups have ques-
tioned why the white South 
Africans are being priori-
tized ahead of people from 
countries wracked by war 
and natural disasters. Vet-
ting for refugee status in the 
U.S. often takes years.

Russia launched more than 
100 Shahed and decoy 
drones at Ukraine in night-
time attacks, the Ukrainian 
air force said Monday, after 
the Kremlin effectively reject-
ed an unconditional 30-day 
ceasefire in the more than 
three-year war, but reiter-
ated that it would take part 
in possible peace talks later 
this week without precon-
ditions. There was no direct 
response from the Kremlin, 
meanwhile, to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy’s challenge for Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin to meet 
him for face-to-face peace 

talks in Turkey on Thursday. 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov on Monday refused 
to say who might travel to Is-
tanbul from the Russian side. 
“Overall, we’re determined 
to seriously look for ways to 
achieve a long-term peaceful 
settlement. That is all,” Pes-
kov said. The United States 
and European governments 
are making a concerted push 
to stop the fighting, which 
has killed tens of thousands 
of soldiers on both sides, as 
well as more than 10,000 
Ukrainian civilians. 

Russia’s invading forces 
have taken around one-
fifth of Ukraine in Europe’s 
biggest conflict since World 
War II.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
on Sunday challenged Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin to meet him personally in 
Turkey on Thursday, the latest move in a 
weekend-long exchange of proposals from 
both sides on the next steps in the U.S.-led 
peace effort.

Zelenskyy said that he still hopes for a 
ceasefire with Russia starting Monday, and 
that he will “be waiting for Putin” in Tur-
key “personally” after U.S. President Donald 
Trump insisted Ukraine accept Russia’s lat-
est offer — to hold direct talks in Turkey on 
Thursday. Ukraine, along with European al-
lies, had demanded Russia accept an uncon-
ditional 30-day ceasefire starting Monday 
before holding talks, but Moscow effectively 
rejected the proposal and called for direct 
negotiations instead.

It was not clear if Zelenskyy was condi-
tioning his presence in Turkey on the Mon-
day ceasefire holding, and there was no 
immediate comment from the Kremlin on 
whether Putin would go. In 2022, the war’s 
early months, Zelenskyy repeatedly called 
for a personal meeting with the Russian 
president but was rebuffed, and eventu-
ally enacted a decree declaring that holding 
negotiations with Putin had become impos-
sible.

  “We await a full and lasting ceasefire, 
starting from tomorrow, to provide the 

necessary basis for diplomacy. There is no 
point in prolonging the killings. And I will 
be waiting for Putin in (Turkey) on Thurs-
day. Personally. I hope that this time the Rus-
sians will not look for excuses,” Zelenskyy 
wrote on X on Sunday. 

Trump said in a social media post earlier 
Sunday that Ukraine should agree to Putin’s 
peace talks proposal “IMMEDIATELY.” 

“At least they will be able to determine 
whether or not a deal is possible, and if it 
is not, European leaders, and the U.S., will 
know where everything stands, and can 
proceed accordingly!” Trump wrote, add-
ing: “HAVE THE MEETING, NOW!!!”

Ukraine, allies insist on a ceasefire   French 
President Emmanuel Macron, British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer, German Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz and Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk met with Zelenskyy in Kyiv on 
Saturday and issued a coordinated call for a 
30-day truce starting Monday. The plan has 
received backing from both the European 
Union and Trump.

Hamas said it has released Is-
raeli-American hostage Edan 
Alexander from Gaza, paving 

the way for a possible return to ceasefire talks for the war-
torn enclave.

There was no immediate confirmation from Israel, the 
United States or the International Committee of the Red 
Cross that Edan Alexander had been released. Alexander 
was expected to be received in Tel Aviv at Ichilov hospital 
for an assessment and treatment after 19 months in captivity.

The May 12 announcement came as Israel’s prime minister 
said there would be no ceasefire and plans for an intensified 
military campaign would continue.

Fighting was paused to allow for Alexander’s safe passage, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said earlier. Three 
Palestinians in Gaza told Reuters early afternoon that there 
had been calm since midday, with no sound of drones or 
warplanes. Netanyahu’s office said it had been informed by 
the United States of an agreement to release Alexander on 
May 11, after talks between Washington and Hamas that did 
not include Israel. Alexander’s release was presented to Is-
rael as a goodwill gesture from Hamas to President Donald 
Trump and came as a global hunger monitor said Gaza’s 
entire population is at critical risk of famine. “Edan Alex-
ander, American hostage thought dead, to be released by 
Hamas. Great news!” Trump wrote in capital letters on his 
social media platform on May 12.

Taiwan on Monday con-
ducted its first live-firing of 
the High-Mobility Artillery 
Rocket Systems (Himars) it 
purchased from the United 
States, as the self-ruled 
island upgrades its capa-
bilities to repel a poten-

tial Chinese attack. China 
claims Taiwan as part of 
its territory and has threat-
ened to use force to bring 
the island under its control. 
Taiwan would be massively 
outgunned in any war with 
China, and for decades has 
been buying US military 
weapons and equipment as 

a deterrence against Beijing.
The first batch of 11 Hi-

mars were delivered to 
Taiwan in November. The 
truck-mounted units can 
launch multiple precision-
guided rockets at the same 
time, and has been used by 
Ukraine against Russia in 
their ongoing war.

Bangladesh on Monday is-
sued a gazette notification, 
officially banning all ac-
tivities of deposed premier 
Sheikh Hasina’s Awami 
League party under an over-
night revised anti-terrorism 
law.

“The Home Ministry today 
issued the gazette notifica-
tion banning all activities 

of the Awami League, its all 
front, associate and broth-

erly organisations,” Home 
Adviser Lt Gen (retd.) Ja-
hangir Alam told a media 
briefing here.

According to the notifica-
tion, Awami League and 
its affiliated organisations 
were banned under the An-
ti-Terrorism Act 2025 until 
Bangladesh’s International 
Crimes Tribunal (ICT-BD) 
completed the trial of its 
leaders and activists, said a 
Home Ministry official.

First group of South Africans leaves 
for US under Trump refugee plan

Russian drones 
attack Ukraine after 
Kremlin turns down 
ceasefire proposal 

Zelenskyy hopes for ceasefire 
with Russia, challenges Putin 
to meet him ‘personally’

Hamas says it released 
Israeli-US hostage 
Edan Alexander

Taiwan conducts first live-fire 
HIMARS test in signal to China

Bangladesh officially bans Hasina-
led Awami League 

The Chinese military on 
Monday denied reports 
that its largest military car-
go plane has carried arms 
supplies to Pakistan and 
warned legal action against 
those spreading such ru-
mours.

The People’s Liberation 
Army Air Force (PLAAF) 
has denied that its Xi’an 
Y-20 military transport air-
craft has taken supplies to 
Pakistan.

After seeing a large 
amount of information on 
the internet about a “Y-20 
transporting relief supplies 
to Pakistan”, the Air Force 
said in a statement that such 
claims were untrue, a report 
on the official website of the 
Chinese Defence Ministry 
said on Monday.

In an official statement 
published on the Chinese 
Defence Ministry’s web-
site, the People’s Liberation 
Army Air Force (PLAAF) 
denied that its Xi’an Y-20 
transport aircraft had deliv-
ered any supplies—military 

or otherwise—to Pakistan. 
The PLAAF clarified that 

recent online claims sug-
gesting the Y-20 was used to 
carry relief materials to the 
neighboring country were 
baseless.

The PLAAF posted mul-
tiple screenshots of photos 
and reports that shared this 

false information, each pic-
ture carried a stamp with 
“rumour” written in red.

“The internet is not be-
yond the law! Those who 
produce and spread mili-
tary-related rumours will 
be held legally responsible!” 
the report added.

The denial holds signifi-
cance as the PLA shares 
close ties with Pakistan. 
The Chinese state media 
has also been actively cov-
ering the India-Pakistan 
situation with reportedly 

echoing some of Pakistan’s 
claims including reports 
about Indian aircraft being 
shot down.

China was the largest sup-
plier of weapons to Pakistan 
between 2020 and 2024, 
providing 81 per cent of the 
country’s arms imports, ac-
cording to a recent report by 
the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute (SI-
PRI) cited in the PTI report.

The report stated that the 
supplies included advanced 
military equipment such as 
fighter jets, radars, naval 
vessels, submarines, and 
missile systems. 

China and Pakistan also 
co-produce the JF-17 fighter 
aircraft, which serves as a 
key component of the Paki-
stan Air Force.

SIPRI noted the strategic 
depth of the China-Pakistan 
defense partnership, which 
has drawn attention during 
recent tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan.

The fact-check comes two 
days after a ceasefire be-
tween India and Pakistan to 
stop military action on land, 
sea and in the air.

AGENCIES
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China denies reports of 
sending cargo plane, military 
supplies to Pakistan

The ongoing and unpredictable tariff policies are expected to raise prices.
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Deer cross a road in a forest of the Taunus region near Frankfurt, Germany. 

FOREST DASH

Russia’s coal reserves are 
enough to meet demand 
for more than five centuries 
and the country sees vast 
potential for cooperation 
with India, Russian Energy 
Ministry Officials here have 
said. The new environment-
friendly and safe coal min-
ing hubs will provide up to 
250 million tonnes of addi-
tional production capacity 
by 2025, Russian Energy 
Minister Alexander Novak 
said in an article.

Russia is one of the leading 
coal suppliers to India by 
volume, Novak, who holds 
the rank of Deputy Prime 
Minister in the Russian 
cabinet, said.

Russian coal produc-
tion totalled 443.5 million 
tonnes in 2024, with 196.2 
tonnes exported.

In the article published in 
the latest issue of ‘Energy 

Policy’ magazine, Novak 
writes that by 2050, the 
industry will be made up 
of high-tech, modern enter-
prises operating under strict 
environmental standards.

“Installed coal-power gen-
eration capacity in Siberia 
and the Far East is expected 
to reach about 38 GW. We 
also plan to introduce ‘clean 
coal’ technologies and in-
novative coal mining ap-
proaches to develop a wide 
range of products for coal 
and coal-waste processing, 
as well as to boost the devel-
opment of coal chemistry 
industries, he said and un-

veiled the plans for the de-
velopment of coal industry 
in Russia.

According to Russia’s en-
ergy strategy which runs 
through 2050, the coun-
try’s target for coal produc-
tion in 2030 is 530.1 million 
tonnes, with a goal of 662 
million tonnes by 2050. In 
2024, coal output stood at 
443.5 million tonnes.

“Russia has a vast resource 
base and every opportunity 
to efficiently extract and use 
these reserves to reliably 
meet domestic demand and 
expand export supplies,” 
Novak said.

Russia’s coal reserves could last 500 
years, eyes partnership with India
AGENCIES
MoSCow

US President Donald Trump delivers remarks on tariffs in the 
Rose Garden at the White House in Washington.  AGencieS 
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BRAIN PICKING

For me, love is magic, it's about trust and 
understanding.

—   Aditi RAo HydARi
(Indian Actress)

    

Sara Ali Khan poses for her social media. (ANI)

PICtuRe PeRfeCt

Ever since Anupam Kher's 
directorial Tanvi The Great 
was announced, the actor 
has left no stone unturned 
in keeping fans hooked.

Kher, who has been re-
vealing the star cast for the 
film one after another, has 
now shared another poster 
introducing Nasser's char-
acter, Brigadier Rao.

Along with the poster, the 
actor added a caption that 
read: "ACTORS of TANVI 
THE GREAT: Even though 
#NasserSir is younger than 
me, it is because of his leg-
endary film career that the 
'SIR' comes out automati-
cally when I refer to him. 
His acting graph and his 
list of films are an actor's 
dream," a part of his post 
read.

Take a look
The film also stars 'Khaki: 

The Bihar Chapter' actor 
Karan Tacker, who is set to 
make his debut on the big 
screen after years of work-
ing in television and on 
streaming platforms. The 
film also features debutant 
Shubhangi Dutt.

Apart from the two, the 
film also includes Boman 

Irani, Jackie Shroff, and Ar-
vind Swami in crucial roles. 
Game of Thrones actor Iain 
Glen is also part of the film.

Tanvi The Great features 
sound design by Resul Poo-

kutty, the Academy Award-
winning sound designer 
known for Slumdog Mil-
lionaire. It is produced by 
Anupam Kher Studios in 
collaboration with NFDC.

Oscar-winning actress Mi-
chelle Yeoh will be seen 
headlining the stylised ac-
tion film 'The Surgeon'.

As per Variety, the feature 
-- hoped to be the first in a 
franchise -- introduced to 
buyers in Cannes by Pat-
rick Wachsberger's 193.

'The Surgeon' comes from 

writer/director Rohsan 
Sethi, who also happens 
to be a physician, and ex-
tends a history of success-
ful action collaborations for 
Wachsberger and producer 
Basil Iwankyk, who previ-
ously combined on 'John 
Wick', which Iwankyk pro-
duced and Wachsberger 
distributed as chair of the 
Lionsgate Motion Picture 
Group.

In the film, Yeoh will be 
seen essaying the role of a 
retired surgeon who is ab-
ducted and forced to oper-
ate on a mystery patient. 
Though greatly outnum-
bered, her captors have 
overlooked her greatest 
weapon: 35 years of sur-
gical experience, leading 
to what the synopsis de-
scribes as an "explosive 
and brutal confrontation" 

during which she outwits 
and cuts down her ene-
mies "in a visual style that 
defies anything you have 
seen before."

On having Michelle in the 
project, director Rohsan 
Sethi said, "I'm so excited 
to bring something brand 
new and innovative to the 
action genre based heav-
ily on my medical back-
ground. 

Anupam Kher unveils Nasser's 
character poster from 'Tanvi The Great'

Oscar-winner Michelle Yeoh to headline action film 'The Surgeon'

The cessation of hostilities 
between India and Pakistan, 
announced on May 10, has 
sparked a wave of reactions 
from across the country, 
with several Bollywood 
celebrities also expressing 
their thoughts on the news.

Among the many celeb-
rities was Salman Khan, 
who took to his X account 
on Saturday, minutes after 
the understanding was an-
nounced. However, shortly 
after, the actor deleted his 
post.

In his now-deleted tweet, 
Salman wrote, "Thank God 
for the ceasefire...."

The post drew a range of 
reactions. While some ap-

preciated the actor's sup-
port for peace, others criti-
cised the timing, given the 
recent loss of civilian lives in 
the Pahalgam terror attack.

One user wrote, "Salman 
Khan. He was silent for 2-3 
days, then tweeted right af-
ter the ceasefire agreement. 
Remember him. Never 

watch his films again if 
you're a true Indian."

Another user defended 
the actor, saying, "We know 
Salman bhai as a person 
who always wants peace 
and love, not just with 
Pakistan but with all neigh-
bouring countries. Civilians 
from India will die. 

Salman Khan's deleted ‘ceasefire’ tweet 
goes viral, netizens react

Anushka's emotional tribute to Virat Kohli

Actor Anushka Sharma 
shared a heartwarming 
post for her husband and 
star batter Virat Kohli, who 
announced his retirement 
from Test cricket on Mon-
day morning.

In her post, Anushka re-
counted Kohli's "tears and 
battles" that no one saw.

Hailing her husband's 
unwavering dedication to-
wards the game of cricket, 
she wrote, "They'll talk 
about the records and 
the milestones -- but I'll 
remember the tears you 
never showed, the battles 
no one saw, and the un-
wavering love you gave 
this format of the game. I 

know how much all this 
took from you. After ev-
ery Test series, you came 
back a little wiser, a little 
humbler -- and watching 
you evolve through it all 
has been a privilege."

Anushka also said that 
she anticipated Virat's 

retirement from interna-
tional cricket in whites, 
like many of his innumer-
able fans across the globe.

"Somehow, I always 
imagined you'd retire inter-
national cricket in whites 
-- But you've always fol-
lowed your heart, and so 

I just want to say my love, 
you've earned every bit of 
this goodbye."

Anushka also shared a 
priceless picture from Vi-
rat's tour to Australia in 
2018, where he led India to 
a 2-1 series win, India's first 
Test series win in Australia.

In his Test career, the 
36-year-old made 123 ap-
pearances in white cloth-
ing, scoring 9,230 runs at 
an average of 46.85, with 
30 centuries and 31 fifties 
in 210 innings and the best 
score of 254*.

He is India's fourth-high-
est run-getter in the format, 
behind Sachin Tendulkar 
(15,921 runs), Rahul Dravid 
(13,265 runs) and Sunil Ga-
vaskar (10,122 runs). 
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'RRR', which starred actors 
NTR Jr. and Ram Charan, 
had a special screening at 
the Royal Albert Hall in 
London on Sunday, May 11.

The event also featured a 
live orchestra performance 
by the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra.

The special screening was 
also attended by Jr. NTR, 
Ram Charan, and ace direc-
tor SS Rajamouli.

Taking to its official X 
handle on Sunday, the 
team shared a picture 
of the packed hall along 
with a caption that read, 
"HistoRRRY!! #Togeth-
eRRRAgain @RoyalAl-
bertHall."

Earlier, the team had 
announced the event on 
social media. Their post 
said, "LONDON... here 
we come! Relive the soul 
of #RRRMovie like never 
before with a scintillat-
ing live orchestral perfor-
mance by the Royal Phil-
harmonic Orchestra. Join 

our Trio: @ssrajamouli @
tarak9999 @AlwaysRam-
Charan at @RoyalAlber-
tHall, London, on Sunday, 
May 11th, for a musical 
celebration of India's epic 
action drama."

'RRR' made history as 
the first Indian film to win 
an Oscar for Best Original 

Song with 'Naatu Naatu'. 
The film also received 
praise on many global plat-
forms, including the Gold-
en Globe Awards.

The song was also re-
leased in Hindi as 'Naacho 
Naacho', in Tamil as 'Naat-
tu Koothu', in Kannada as 
'Halli Naatu', and in Ma-
layalam as 'Karinthol'. Its 
Hindi version was sung by 
Rahul Sipligunj and Vishal 
Mishra.

RRR is a fictional story 
based on the lives of two 
Telugu freedom fighters, 
Alluri Seetharama Raju 
and Komaram Bheem. Ram 
Charan and Jr. NTR played 
the lead roles, respectively. 
Alia Bhatt, Ajay Devgn, and 
Shriya Saran also starred in 
the film. 

'RRR' Gets GRANd sCReeNING At 
LoNdoN's RoyAL ALBeRt HALL
AGENCIES
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Jackie Chan says CGI stunts ‘missing a sense of reality’

Veteran star Jackie Chan 
shared his views on the use 
of Computer-generated im-
agery (CGI) for filming ac-
tion scenes.

As per Variety, in a candid 
interview with Haute Living, 
Jackie Chan said CGI-based 
stunts are safer for actors but 
miss a "sense of reality."

"In the old days, the only 
[choice we had] was to be 
there and jump; that's it," 
Chan said.

"Today, with computers, 
actors can do anything, but 

there's always a sense of real-
ity that you feel is missing. 
It's a double-edged sword. 
On one hand, actors become 

more and more capable of 
doing impossible stunts with 
the help of technology, and 
yet, on the other hand, the 

concept of danger and limit 
gets blurred and the audi-
ence is numb [to it]. But I'm 
not encouraging anybody 
to risk their lives to do the 
stunts like I did; it truly is 
too dangerous," he added.

Chan, a master stuntman, 
has seen his fair share of 
big-screen action in movies 
"Drunken Master," "Police 
Story" and "Rush Hour." 
And, even at 71 years old, he 
has no plans to slow down.

Hollywood actress Amber 
Heard shared good news 
on Mother's Day as she re-
vealed she welcomed twins 
-- a daughter named Agnes 
and a son named Ocean.

On Sunday, she took to In-
stagram and penned a heart-
felt post accompanied by a 
picture of the little ones' feet.

"Mother's Day 2025 will 
be one I'll never forget," she 
captioned the snap.

"This year I am elated be-
yond words to celebrate the 
completion of the family I've 

strived to build for years. To-
day I officially share the news 
that I welcomed twins into 
the Heard gang. My daughter 
Agnes and my son Ocean are 
keeping my hands (and my 

heart) full," Amber added.
The actor said she had 

chosen motherhood "re-
sponsibly and thought-
fully" and "couldn't burst 
with more joy."

Amber Heard welcomes twins, shares news
AGENciEs
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Kher, who has been revealing the star 
cast for the film one after another, has 

now shared another poster introducing 
Nasser's character, Brigadier Rao.

Chan, a master stuntman, has seen his 
fair share of big-screen action in movies 
"Drunken Master," "Police Story" and 

"Rush Hour." And, even at 71 years 
old, he has no plans to slow down.



Senior psychiatrist and in-
tegrative health expert Dr. 
Jyoti Kapoor was honored 
at the Annual Accolades 
Ceremony recognizing 
400 women doctors for her 
exceptional contributions to 
the healthcare sector. The 
prestigious event took place 
at the India International 
Centre and was graced by 
the presence of Hon’ble 
Delhi Chief Minister Ms. 
Rekha Gupta and Hon’ble 
Delhi Health Minister Shri 
Pankaj Kumar Singh.

Dr. Kapoor, Founder-
Director of Manasthali -- 
Mental Health and Wellness 
platform, has spent over a 
decade pioneering an inte-
grative healthcare system 
that addresses physical and 
mental health. Her innova-
tive approach to holistic 

wellness and mental health 
has earned her acclaim 
within the medical commu-
nity and beyond.

Her dedication to mental 
health extends beyond clini-
cal practice. Dr. Kapoor has 
launched initiatives like the 
“Chalo Baat Karein” men-
tal health support helpline 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the Manasthali 
YouTube channel to raise 
awareness about mental 
health issues. She has been 

a vital asset to the nation’s 
healthcare landscape. Her 
efforts in integrating mental 
wellness into mainstream 
healthcare have positioned 
her as a thought leader and 
changemaker in the field.

The felicitation is a testa-
ment to Dr. Kapoor’s un-
wavering commitment to 
advancing mental health 
awareness, breaking soci-
etal stigmas, and building 
inclusive wellness ecosys-
tems for all.

The health of medicine

Senior Psychiatrist Dr. Jyoti Kapoor felicitated at Annual 
Accolades Ceremony honouring 400 women doctors

Grand InauGuratIon of ‘M uMMa’s BlessInG IVf  
and BIrthInG ParadIse’ In VrIndaVan

A new ray of hope has 
begun in the reli-
gious and spiritual 

city of Vrindavan. A state-
of-the-art hospital, named 
‘M umma’s Blessing IVF and 
Birthing Paradise,’ which is 
fully integrated with Vedic 
values, was ceremoniously 
inaugurated with great fan-
fare on Sunarkh Road. This 
institution is dedicated to 
couples who desire to have 
healthy, cultured, and pros-
perous children.

The special ceremony was 
graced by highly respected 
and spiritual figures from 
the Radha Vallabh Sampra-
day. Acharya Shrihit Rad-
hesh Lal Ji Goswami, Tiketh 
Adhikari of Radha Vallabh 
Temple, officially inaugurat-
ed M umma’s Blessing IVF 
and Birthing Paradise. The 
event was also attended by 
Shri Mohit Maral Ji, Tiketh 

Adhikari of Radha Vallabh 
Temple, Shrihit Shobhit Lal 
Ji Goswami, Shri Anand Lal 
Ji Goswami, Shri Govind Lal 
Ji Goswami, Shri Sukrit Lal 
Ji Goswami, Shri Vishal Lal 
Ji Goswami, Shri Gaurav Lal 
Ji Goswami, Shri Udit Lal Ji 
Goswami, Shri Kanhaiya 
Lal Ji, Shri Umesh Baba Ji, 
Bhajan Samrat Shri Babbu 
Bhaiya, and the esteemed 
presence of Mayor Mukesh 
Saraswat Ji.

‘M umma’s Blessing’ is the 
world’s first medical center 
that combines Vedic Garbh 
Sanskar (womb rituals), 
mantra chanting, and cul-
tural energy with modern 
medical facilities such as 
IVF, surrogacy, normal de-
livery, C-sections, and neo-
natal care—all under one 
roof.

Another major feature of 
this center is that it will be 
the first in India to install 
the Robotic ICSI (Intra-

cytoplasmic Sperm Injec-
tion) system, which will 
make the embryo creation 
process technically more 
secure, advanced, and suc-
cessful. Vedic mantras will 
resonate throughout the 
center at all times, creating 
positive energy and provid-
ing the unborn child with a 
pure, sacred, and peaceful 
environment from the very 
beginning.

Dr. Shobha Gupta, the 
Medical Director of M 
umma’s Blessing IVF and 
Birthing Paradise and a 
renowned IVF specialist, 

explained that the reason 
for establishing this center 
in the holy land of Vrinda-
van is deeply spiritual. She 
believes that the energy of 
Vrindavan, the blessings 
of saints, and the spiritual 
atmosphere here positively 
influence the physical and 
mental development of the 
unborn child. This is why 
the center not only focuses 
on medical care but also em-
phasizes spiritual healing 
and the imparting of values.

The institution aims 
not only to help childless 
couples conceive but also 

to give birth to children 
who are physically healthy, 
mentally strong, and rich in 
values. The goal is to bring 
joy to parents’ lives and, in 
the future, contribute to the 
progress of society and the 
nation.

Dr. Shobha Gupta men-
tioned that the service is 
available to residents of 
Vrindavan and surround-
ing areas, as well as people 
from other parts of India 
and abroad. Couples who 
wish to conceive using Ve-
dic methods, with the pure 
sound of mantras and ener-
gy, now have an ideal option 
in this institution.

It is noteworthy that the 
booking process for the cen-
ter has already begun, and 
several interested couples 
have already made inqui-
ries. In the future, this center 
will become a symbol of new 
thinking and direction in the 
field of child conception.

Maharishi Charaka, the 
ancient Indian physician 
and scholar who has made 
significant contributions 
to the field of Ayurveda, 
pronounced with clar-
ity the ethics of medical 
profession. It is famously 
known as the Charaka 
Shapath, wherein he puts 
forth as follows:

As a physician:
• I shall always use my 
knowledge for the welfare 
of mankind
• I shall always be ready to 
serve patients, even if I am 
extremely busy and tired
• I shall not harm any pa-
tient for the sake of mon-
etary or selfish gains
• I shall not entertain a de-
sire for pleasure, greed or 
wealth
•  I m m o r a l i t y  s h a l l 
not emerge even in my 
thoughts
• I shall not divulge the 
confidentiality that is re-
quired to be kept

His ideology is the ideal 
of healthcare in ancient 
India. The key words from 
the above Shapath could be 
– 1welfare of all, 2service 
above self, 3selfishness 
will not supersede service, 
4monetary gains will take 
a backseat, 5no place for 
greed and pleasure, and 

6immoral thoughts have 
no space.

In fact, Maharishi Chara-
ka began the Shapath 
with ethics for medical 
students, even before he 
elucidated the ethics for 
the medical professionals, 
when he said:

During the period of my 
study:
• I shall live a disciplined 
life with my teachers and 
peers

•  My action shall  be 
guarded, service oriented, 
and free from envy and in-
discipline
• I shall be patient, obedi-
ent, humble, constantly 
contemplative and calm
• I shall focus my efforts 
and abilities towards the 
desired goal of my profes-
sion

This is indeed ideal, for 

it is so important to fo-
cus on the ethics of medi-
cal students during their 
training years itself, so that 
they come out as capable, 
virtuous, and committed 
healthcare professionals.

The Hippocratic Oath 
which was adopted by 
the World Medical Asso-
ciation based in Geneva in 
1948 states the same ethics 
and values for physicians:
• I will benefit my patients 

according to my greatest 
ability and judgement
• I will do no harm or in-
justice to my patients
• In purity and according 
to divine law will I carry 
out my life and art
• I shall not perform any 
action of corruption and 
impropriety
• I shall keep up the confi-
dentiality of my patients

The idea is amply clear, 
irrespective of who wrote 
the oath, the circumstanc-
es in which it was written, 
and the culture that in-
spired the oath. 

The word ‘medicine’ 
originates from its Latin 
roots ‘medicina’ or ‘mederi’, 
which means ‘healing.’ 
Therefore, if we pause to 
understand medicine in 
its true sense, it is not just 
about treating, performing 

a procedure, and at times 
conducting a commercial 
exercise wherein the can-
ons of care and justice are 
forgotten. 

Medicine is essentially 

about healing the whole 
person in body, mind and 
spirit. While the skills 
and knowledge of a doc-
tor does the diagnoses and 
treatment, the heart of a 
doctor should exude com-
passion to heal the patient 
completely from inside 
out – this is the art of true 
medicine.  Compassion 
should reign over care, and 
then everything else about 
medical ethics would fall 
in place. 

The simple question that 
every medical professional 
should ask themselves is 
‘what would I do if this 
patient was my own fam-
ily member and a close as-
sociate?’ The answer that 
comes from within, will 
itself guide a medical pro-
fessional to do the right 
thing. 

The Indian way is to 
consider a doctor as God – 
vaidyo narayano harih. The 
reverse would also hold 
true which is to treat every 
patient as God and hence 
give them the best care, 
while also striving to erase 
commerce from care. 

May the World Health 
Day be a reason to restore 
the ethics of true medicine 
in the heart and soul of ev-
ery person who is walking 
the corridors of medicine 
in multiple capacities.  

TDB NETWORK
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nutra-erGonoMIcs: restorInG 
MInd-Body harMony throuGh food 

In today’s fast-paced and 
digitally driven world, 
workplace wellness has 
taken centre stage. While 
ergonomics traditionally 
focuses on the physical 
setup, posture, and equip-
ment, a new dimension 
nutra-ergonomics is gain-
ing attention. This concept 
integrates nutrition, physi-
cal activity, and the work 
environment, emphasiz-
ing how food can serve 
as a powerful medicine to 
enhance worker health, 
productivity, and mental 
well-being.

Amid rising cases of 
physical discomfort, emo-
tional fatigue, and chronic 
illness, it’s worth asking: 
are we truly valuing our 
health?  This imbalance 
disrupts our Mind-Body 
Harmony, leading to ma-
jor health issues rooted in 
poor nutrition and physical 
inactivity.

MajOR WORKplacE 
HEalTH IssuEs 
1. Musculoskeletal Disor-
ders: Conditions like lower 
back pain, neck strain, and 
postural syndromes are 
worsened by sedentary 
work and poor dietary 
habits.
2. Medical Conditions: 
Stress-linked illnesses such 
as hypertension, type 2 dia-
betes, and PCOS are on the 
rise, often aggravated by 
nutrient-poor diets and 
sleep disturbances.

3. Nutritional Deficiencies: 
Common issues include 
deficiencies in vitamin D, 
iron, vitamin B12, and cal-
cium each affecting energy, 
mood, and immunity.

Many of these issues are 
preventable with conscious 
dietary choices. Unfortu-
nately, misinformation, 
irregular meal timings, 
and portion imbalances 
are sabotaging our health 
silently.

FOOD as a TOOl 
FOR REcOvERy aND 
pERFORMaNcE
A balanced diet forms the 
foundation of workplace 
vitality:
•  Carbohydrates for sus-

tained energy.
•  Proteins (e.g., lentils, 

eggs, chicken, fish): 
To support repair and 
stamina.

•  Healthy f ats  (e.g. , 
groundnut oil, flax-
seeds): Aid in cardio-
vascular health.

•  Micronutrients like vi-
tamin C, zinc, iron, and 

vitamin A boost immu-
nity, oxygen transport, 
and vision.

Smart nutrition habits 
include proper meal tim-
ing , portion control using 
visualization, and avoiding 
mindless eating. Together, 
these support digestion, 
regulate metabolism, and 
improve sleep directly en-
hancing workplace focus 
and output.

REsTORING MIND-
BODy HaRMONy
True workplace perfor-
mance stems from inner 
balance. Nutra-ergonomics 
teaches us that food is more 
than sustenance, it’s medi-
cine, capable of calming the 
mind, energising the body, 
and building resilience. 
Employers and individu-
als alike must recognize 
the value of nutrition 
education, active breaks, 
and healthier food envi-
ronments. In doing so, we 
move from mere survival 
at work to thriving with 
vitality and purpose.

Dr Anish DesAi
food is medicine
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Dr. Kapoor, Founder-Director of 
Manasthali -- Mental Health and 
Wellness platform, has spent over 

a decade pioneering an integrative 
healthcare system that addresses 

physical and mental health. 

Dr. Shobha Gupta, the Medical 
Director of M umma’s Blessing IVF and 
Birthing Paradise and a renowned IVF 

specialist, explained that the reason 
for establishing this center in the holy 
land of Vrindavan is deeply spiritual. 

Smart nutrition habits include proper 
meal timing , portion control using 

visualization, and avoiding mindless 
eating. Together, these support 

digestion, regulate metabolism, and 
improve sleep directly enhancing 

workplace focus and output.

A unique fusion of Vedic Traditions and Modern Medicine

medically speaking the daily guardian review
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When battles broke out in an-
cient kingdoms, there was no 
breaking news. The town crier 
did not repeat the body count 
every hour. People knew a war 
had begun. And then, they 
waited—for silence.

Today, the war begins not only 
on the border, but in your living 
room.

Live updates. Drones in the 
sky. Heated debates from news-
rooms that resemble battle-
grounds. A panel of angry voic-
es. A banner that bleeds red. 
“BREAKING.” “NOW.” “LIVE.”

And you watch.
At first, it feels like concern. 

You want to stay informed. But 
soon, something else takes over. 

The heart races. The throat 
tightens. You refresh the screen 
again and again—not for clarity, 
but for a hit of the next develop-
ment.

You are no longer a witness. 
You are a consumer.

The Bhagavad Gita begins on 
a battlefield, but before the first 
arrow is shot, Krishna reminds 
Arjuna that he should get a 
hold on his emotions and not 
be swayed by external circum-
stances. In the Dhammapada, 
the Buddha teaches: “All that 
we are is the result of what we 
have thought. The mind is ev-
erything. What we think, we 
become.” 

The ancients reflected upon 

the truth that our external 
world is shaped by the internal 
state of our minds. When we 
allow fear, anxiety, and turmoil 
to take root within, we find our-
selves surrounded by the same 
in the world around us. The 
chaos outside is only a mirror of 
the unrest inside.

Fear is fed not by missiles or 
borders, but by the craving 
mind—hungry for certainty in a 
world that offers none.

Modern media knows this. It 
doesn’t sell information. It sells 
agitation.

A study last year found that 
news addiction correlates with 
increased stress, poor sleep, and 
helplessness. People who con-
sume war coverage obsessively 
are less likely to act meaningful-
ly. Not because they don’t care—
but because they are paralysed.

And yet, every evening, the 
ritual continues. Dinner with 

destruction. Headlines with 
heartbreak. Then a sleepless 
night spent scrolling. The wise 
have always known that atten-
tion is energy. And wherever it 
flows, it grows.

To be informed is not to be 
inflamed. The Gita never glori-
fies war. It teaches detachment, 
duty, and discernment.

So the question is not, “What 
is happening over there?” It is, 
“What is happening to me, as I 
watch?” When conflict becomes 
entertainment, empathy dies. 
And when fear becomes a habit, 
peace is no longer possible.

In such times, turning off the 
screen is not withdrawal. It is 
courage.

It is the quiet warrior’s way.
Deepam Chatterjee is an author 
and meditation teacher. He can be 
reached at deepamchatterjee@ya-
hoo.co.in and at deepam.chatterjee 
on Instagram

The war you watch is watching you

Spiritual happpiness, 
or true happpiness 
is rooted not just in 

fleeting emotions or tem-
porary pleasures. It is not 
ephemeral like material 
happiness which is tempo-
rary. It is a transformative 
journey that includes Plea-
sure, Peace and Purpose. 
That is why I spell happ-
piness with 3 Ps. The three 
Ps represent true happ-
piness and the evolution 
from material pleasure 
to spiritual happpiness. 
Spiritual happpiness is at-
tained when we realize the 
purpose of life. When we 
are enlightened with the 
truth about our true self.

Pleasure refers to the joy 
we derive from material 
success and worldly com-
forts. Yet, as we evolve, we 
begin to seek something 
more enduring—Peace, 
which is the foundation 
of lasting happpiness. Fi-
nally, we arrive at Purpose, 
the pinnacle of spiritual 

bliss. Spiritual happpiness 
isn’t about chasing endless 
goals or being the best in 
a race of achievement. In-
stead, it’s about stepping 
away from that race, not 
getting caught in a maze of 
achievements. It is about 
living with grace, finding 
balance in contentment 
and scaling the peak of En-
lightenment, the ultimate 
goal of human life. 

Enlightenment is not 
confined to any religion or 
belief in a deity. It is about 
uncovering the truth of 
who we are. It is the re-
alization that we are not 
the body, mind or ego that 
experiences suffering and 
pain. 

We realize that while we 
possess a body, we are not 
the body. We become ob-
servers — no longer are we 
victims of pain. The awak-
ened one can transcend 
suffering, understanding 
that pain may exist, but it 
does not control us. We are 
the Soul. The Soul experi-
ences neither pain nor suf-
fering. 

The mind is a source of 
misery. It breeds fear, wor-
ry, anxiety, stress, guilt, 
regret and shame —seven 
miseries that rob us of our 
inner joy. Once we are in 
a state of spiritual happ-
piness, the mind is stilled 
and silenced, freeing us 
from its tyranny. Material 

happiness can collapse un-
der the weight of negative 
thoughts of the mind, leav-
ing us empty despite exter-
nal success.

Moreover, spiritual happ-
piness completely dis-
solves the ego—the ‘I’ that 
clings to pride, envy, anger, 
greed and selfishness. In 
spiritual awakening, we re-
alize that we are the Soul, 
a Spark Of Unique Life. 
Material success may pro-
vide temporary highs, but 
it often fuels anxiety, fear, 
stress and discontent. We 
are misled to believe that 
success equals happpiness. 
In truth, happpiness is real 
success, and it begins with 
spiritual wealth not mate-
rial gain.

To be truly happpy, we 
must satisfy our needs 
without succumbing to 
greed. We must still the 
mind, seek peace and pur-
sue our purpose: to dis-
cover who we are and why 
we exist. This spiritual 
path brings eternal con-
tentment, unlike worldly 
desires that never quench 
our thirst but only make us 
burst.

Enlightenment—the re-
alization that we are the 
Soul, the Atman, the Spirit, 
we are all manifestations 
of a single Divine Energy, 
the Supreme Immortal 
Power we call God — leads 
to a state of Satchitananda, 

bliss in truth conscious-
ness. We realize that every-
thing we experience is part 
of a cosmic illusion. The 
only truth is God. Prabhu 
Satya. Jagat Mithya. Rec-
ognizing this brings libera-
tion and eternal joy.

Spiritual happpiness is 
the true way of life. It is 
the path of eternal peace, 

Divine love, and everlast-
ing bliss. If you want to live 
with joy that never fades, 
choose the path of the 3 Ps. 
Otherwise, happiness with 
just two Ps will always re-
main incomplete—brief 
and shallow. Material hap-
piness comes and goes but 
spiritual happpiness for-
ever flows.

Spiritual HappineSS vS. Worldly HappineSS: 
GuidinG tHe diScernment

AtmAn in RAvi

What if the very sound that 
once bound us to the uni-
verse is now the medicine 
we have to use to reconnect 
with ourselves?

Thousands of years back, 
the Rishis, the sages and 
seers of ancient India, sat 
quietly and uncovered a 
truth so deep, it resonated 
through the ages: that sound 
is not vibration, but deity it-
self. They left us mantras, 
not religious mottos, but 

living instruments for inner 
change, for reaching out to 
deity. This was the essence 
of Mantra Sadhana, a sys-
tematic practice to attune 
mind, breath, and being to 
the universe.

These mantras were not 
just symbols of faith, but 
instruments of transfor-
mation, shabda brahman, 
sound as the final reality. 
These sages inserted them 
into every aspect of life. 
Our forefathers didn’t dis-
tinguish between worldly 
life and spiritual life. From 
lamp lighting at sunrise to 
pouring water over the ris-
ing sun, from cooking sa-
cred chants to unwinding 
with sunset sandhya, rituals 
were done on a daily basis, 
not as duty, but as acts of 
tuning in. Mantras were in-
fused in their breath, inter-
woven in their habits, sung 
into the earth as oblations. It 

was a civilisation that lived 
attuned to the sacred heart-
beat of life.

Now, we lead a new life, 
one that is machine-dom-
inated. The typical indi-
vidual spends more than 
7 hours a day on screen 
(DataReportal, 2024). Do-
pamine loops, scrolling fa-
tigue, and emotional numb-
ness are the new norm. The 
mind, which was once able 
to engage in profound con-
templation, now flickers like 
a screen, always on, hardly 
ever present.

But amidst this pande-
monium, Mantra Sadhana 
comes into its own once 
again. Not out of sentimen-
tality, but out of urgency. It 
was the finding of a 2022 
study in Frontiers in Human 
Neuroscience that mantra 
meditation lessened stress, 
added gray matter, and im-
proved emotional control. 

These results affirm what 
the ancient people under-
stood all along: holy sound 
re-stabilizes, both inside 
and outside. It’s the key to 
inner tranquility!

And so, how do we take 
back this in our super-dig-
ital lives?

Through the use of tech-
nology as a bridge, not a bar-
rier, the user is able to access 
ancient practice on digital 
devices. The smartphone 
is a tool of stillness, not dis-
traction. The headphone is 
a temple bell. The mantra is 
a lifeline.

Let the machine be the 
servant of the mantra, not 
vice versa because when 
we come back to the sound 
of our soul, we don’t merely 
survive the contemporary 
world. We recall who we 
are.
The author is CEO Of Vedic 
Sadhana Foundation

From mantras to machines: How tech is 
transforming spiritual practices 

PRiyAnkA Om AnAnd

the modern day monk
Deepam Chatterjee

The mind is a source of misery. It breeds fear, worry, anxiety, 
stress, guilt, regret and shame —seven miseries that rob us of 
our inner joy. Once we are in a state of spiritual happpiness, 
the mind is stilled and silenced, freeing us from its tyranny. 

Material happiness can collapse under the weight of negative 
thoughts of the mind, leaving us empty despite external success.

spiritually speakingthe daily guardian review
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Having already booked 
their place in the SAFF U19 
Championship semi-finals, 
India will aim to secure top 
spot in Group B when they 
face Nepal on Tuesday, May 
13, 2025, at the Golden Jubi-
lee Stadium at 19:30 IST. The 
match will be streamed live 
on the Sportzworkz YouTube 
channel. The tickets can be 
purchased on slotallot.in.

India kicked off the tour-
nament with an 8-0 rout of 
Sri Lanka last Friday in head 
coach Bibiano Fernandes’ 
first match after his return 
to the national youth team 
setup. On Sunday, Nepal also 
thrashed Sri Lanka — win-
ning 5-0 to knock them out 

of the tournament, while 
guaranteeing semi-final 
qualification for both India 
and themselves.

“Both teams won their first 
games by big margins. But 
we don’t read too much into 
the scorelines. Every match 
is different, and Nepal have 
shown that they are a strong 
and competitive side. They 
were solid against Sri Lanka 

and created several chances.
“We’ve analysed their game 

and know they are well or-
ganised. For us, it’s about 
sticking to our strengths, 
staying focused, and giving 
our best on the day. Like I al-
ways say, at this level, every 
team is tough, and it comes 
down to who wants it more,” 
said Fernandes.

The 48-year-old was left 

satisfied with the perfor-
mance in the opening match, 
especially with the domi-
nance on the ball and the 
number of chances created 
by the Blue Colts. It was In-
dia’s joint-highest margin of 
victory in a SAFF men’s age-
group tournament. The U20s 
had beaten Nepal (2022) and 
the U17s had defeated Mal-
dives (2023) by the same 
scoreline of 8-0.

Fernandes also emphasised 
the importance of not getting 
carried away and allowing 

complacency to creep in after 
a big victory.

“It’s always important to 
stay grounded, especially af-
ter a win like that. These are 
young boys, and part of their 
development is to know the 
importance of humility and 
discipline. The real test is 
to keep the same intensity 
and hunger against stronger 
teams. The message is clear — 
one match at a time, no com-
placency, and always respect 
the opponent. That’s how we 
grow as a team.”

Agencies
YUPIA 

Semi-final spot booked, India face Nepal in SAFF U19 C’ship

Full circle oF Virat Kohli’s test journey

‘All IPL franchises to call 
their foreign players’

Karishma Sanil wins javelin throw 
title at UAE Athletics Women’s Gala

Gold medal

Prince goswami on clinching 2 gold medals  in c-1 1000m & c-1 500m respectively at the 
Asia - Pacific sprint cup in Japan.(X)

India’s Karishma Sanil 
won the javelin throw 
title at the UAE Athlet-
ics Women’s Gala 2025 in 
Dubai while Ancy Sojan 
and Shaili Singh finished 
second and third, respec-
tively, in the long jump 
event on Sunday, as per 
Olympics.com

Competing at the Dubai 
Police Club Stadium on 
Mother’s Day, the 24-year-
old Karishma Sanil topped 
the three-woman field with 
an effort of 53.33m. UAE’s 
Aliazya Tarek (31.04m) 
and India’s Harshita Seh-
rawat (16.77m) claimed the 
next two places.

Karishma Sanil’s person-
al best is 55.55m. India’s 
national record of 63.82m 
belongs to Asian Games 
champion Annu Rani.

The women’s long jump 
saw Indian athlete Ancy 

Sojan, an Asian Games sil-
ver medallist, come second 
with a season’s best effort 
of 6.54m.

India’s Asian Champion-
ships silver medal winner 
Shaili Singh came third 

with a leap of 6.48m. Arab 
Games champion Esraa 
Owis won the event with a 
distance of 6.66m.

Ancy’s personal best is 
6.71m while Shaili’s best 
is 6.76m. India’s women’s 

long jump national record 
of 6.83m belongs to Anju 
Bobby George.

Ancy Sojan and Shaili 
Singh also competed at 
the UAE Grand Prix 2025 
athletics meet at the same 
venue on Friday. Then, 
Shaili Singh hit the 6.44 
m mark for second place 
while Ancy Sojan came 
third with a 6.33m effort.

In other events on Sun-
day, India’s Moumita 
Mondal (24.61s) claimed 
second spot in the 200m 
race behind Tamzin 
Thomas (24.15s) of South 
Africa.

India’s Niharika Vash-
isht, with a new personal 
best effort of 13.58m, fin-
ished third in women’s 
triple jump. Sawant Poor-
va came fourth with a 
leap of 12.98m. Zinzi Xulu 
(13.75m) and Romania’s 
Andreea Talos (13.64m) 
claimed the top two places. 
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Cricket in India has in-
formed the ten Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 
franchises to call all their 
foreign players to return to 
India, as a decision on the 
resumption of the 18th edi-
tion of the cash-rich league 
is coming soon, according to 
BCCI sources.

Last week, the BCCI an-
nounced that the remain-
der of the tournament was 
suspended for a week, citing 
the cross-border tensions 
between India and Paki-
stan. After the cessation of 
hostilities on Saturday, re-
ports suggested IPL is on the 
verge of resumption.

BCCI sources on Monday 
revealed that the tourna-
ment is close to returning 
to cricket fans’ routine lives 
and said, “BCCI have in-
formed all IPL franchises to 
call all their foreign players 
to return as a decision on the 

resumption of IPL is coming 
soon.”

After tensions escalated 
between the two neigh-
bouring nations, the match 
between Punjab Kings and 
Delhi Capitals at the Him-
achal Pradesh Cricket As-
sociation (HPCA) Stadium 
in Dharamshala was called 
off midway through the first 
innings last Thursday. Spec-
tators were informed of the 
cancellation and asked to 
vacate the premises, while 
both teams were escorted 
back to their hotel.

According to recent 
developments, 
Bengaluru, 
Chennai, 
a n d  H y -
derabad 
have been 
picked as 
the ven-
ues for the 
remain-
ing 16 fix-
tures for 

the 18th season. Recently, 
a BCCI source revealed a 
possibility of a change in the 
venue for the final.

Originally, the final was 
set to take place on May 25 
at the iconic Eden Gardens 
in Kolkata. However, due to 
the rain prediction, a deci-
sion can be made to change 
the venue for the trophy-
deciding fixture.

“The final venue could be 
changed as rain can affect 
the matches in Kolkata later, 
so this call will be taken ac-
cordingly,” a BCCI official 

told ANI.
Overall, 

57 matches 
were com-
pleted in 
IPL 2025, 
a n d  t h e 

58th fixture 
between 
Punjab Kings 
a n d  D e l h i 
Capitals was 
called off after 
10.1 overs. 
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New DelhI

In a marathon final which went 
on for nine hours, Ishpreet 
Chadha emerged a 10-7 winner 
over Pankaj Advani to clinch 
the NSCI Baulkline Snooker 
tournament here.

In a best-of-19 frames final, 
Chadha won 62-45, 4-77, 59-
35, 7-65, 68-12, 57-66, 19-60, 
90 (90)-0, 33-70, 0-97 (97), 99 
(94)-16, 75 (67)-35, 75-27, 68-31, 
83 (68)-10, 6-122 (122), 73-72.

Advani enjoyed a superior 
potting as he led 4-3 at one 
stage, but Chadha intensified 
his efforts and showed con-
sistency to edge past his oppo-
nent 238-238 in terms of balls-
potted score.

The only century break in the 
final was a 122 in the 16th frame 
by Advani, after which Chadha 
closed out the final in the 17th.

The win also marks an end 
to Chadha’s wait for success 
against Advani, having lost 
8-10 in the last year’s final and 
also 6-8 in the CCI Snooker 
Classic in March.

Ishpreet 
Chadha wins 
NSCI Baulkline 
Snooker title
Tdg neTWORK
MUMbAI

Speculation around Virat Kohli’s 
red-ball future had been 
building for months and 

now, it has finally come to an 
end. The 36-year-old Indian 
cricketing icon has officially an-
nounced his retirement from 
Test cricket, marking the end 
of an era that saw one of the 
modern greats dominate 
the longest format of the 
game with unmatched 
passion and intensity.

Kohli’s final chapter 
in Test whites played 
out far from home, 
during a disastrous 
Border-Gavaskar Tro-
phy in Australia. Once 
a land of his triumphs 
and transformation, 
Australia became the 
backdrop to a painful 
farewell. His last in-
nings was the same 
way of dismissal, 
edging behind after 
chasing another de-
livery outside off-
stump from Scott 
Boland. Virat has 
witnessed it all 
in Australia, 
f r o m  c o m -
ing of  age 
to domi-
nance to 
utter help-
less- ness against 
forc- e s  o f  a g e , 

muscle memory, 
and time.

It was in Australia 
where Kohli had first 

announced himself in 
the red-ball arena a young 

maverick scoring centuries, 
confronting sledges, and lead-

ing India to a historic series 
win but the very venue of 

his rise would also script his fall.
While Kohli has dazzled in the ongoing In-

dian Premier League and was instrumental 
in India’s recent ICC Champions Trophy win, 

guiding the team to its second white-ball 
trophy in less than a year.

Here is a timeline of Virat’s Australia 
tours:
2011-12: A 23-year-old walked to the Aus-

tralian shores for the first time ever with 
immense scrutiny on him. After managing 
just 202 runs in four games against the West 

Indies with two promising fifties at home after 
a disastrous Test debut in the Caribbean, an 
Australia tour was a make-or-break opportu-

nity for a young Virat, surrounded by 
legends like Sachin Tendulkar, VVS 
Laxman, Rahul Dravid, and Viren-
der Sehwag in their last legs of career, 
but none- theless, 

proven match-
winners in 
Australia.

After man-
aging just 32 runs in four 

innings of the first two matches, 
Virat’s luck took a turn for the better at 

Perth, where he managed scores of 44 and 
75. Finally, at Adelaide, came his maiden 
Test ton against the likes of Ben Hilfen-
haus, Ryan Harris, Peter Siddle, Nathan 
Lyon, among others. While other seniors 
could not even touch the 300-run mark 
in a shameful clean sweep by 4-0, Virat’s 

batting in the later half was a huge 
positive as he touched the 300-

run mark, proving his capability 
for tough Australian conditions 
where pace, bounce, movement, 
and trademark Aussie aggres-
sion came in plenty.

2014-15: This tour to Austra-
lia came when India was in a 
transitional phase, with MS 
Dhoni calling it quits on this 
tour from the format after 
poor overseas results. After 
a pathetic show at England 

with just 134 runs in 10 
innings, 

where he 
was toyed 

w i t h  b y 

swing and seam of James Anderson and Stu-
art Broad, not a lot of people expected Virat to 
deliver a good campaign in Australia, let alone 
double his numbers from the past tour.

During the first Adelaide Test, where he led 
in the absence of an injured Dhoni, a bumper 
from Mitchell Johnson during the first Ad-
elaide Test rang loudly in Virat’s head, awak-
ening a rockstar who would go on to routinely 
dominate bowlers for the next five-six years. 
Right from his twin ton master class at Ad-
elaide, which almost won India the match to 
the New Year’s Test classic at Sydney where he 
took over as full-time Test captain, Virat pulled, 
cut, sliced, drove bowlers with fearlessness, 
class, and relentlessness that earned him the 
respect of cricket purists worldwide. With 692 
runs in four games at an average of 86.50, four 
centuries and a fifty, he not only top-scored in 
the series, but also established the record of 
most runs scored by an Indian during a series 
in South Africa, England, New Zealand, and 
South Africa (SENA) regions, successes where 
are considered a measuring stick for an Asian 
player.

2018: After two successful tours to England 
and South Africa with the bat that added some 
more fantastic knocks to his catalogue, Virat, 
itching for his first series win in SENA coun-
tries as a captain, came to Australia with an aim 
to win and bully Australia into submission. 
That is what a powerful, all-round Indian line-

up did, defeating Australia 2-1. Virat scored 282 
runs in four matches and seven innings at an 
average of 40.29, with a century and a half-
century each. His knock at 123 at Perth against 
a world-class line-up of Pat Cummins, Mitchell 
Starc, Josh Hazlewood, and Nathan Lyon on a 
green wicket is considered as one of the finest 
knocks in Australia by an Indian.

2020-21: During this time, Virat came to the 
shores as the best all-format batter, ready to 
deal with new challenges coming with parent-
hood. His only match during the tour was the 
first Adelaide Test. While he played a patient 
knock of 74 on a testing wicket, his side being 
bundled out for 36 in the second innings is con-
sidered one of the most humiliating moments 
in Indian cricket. Virat headed back home to 
care for his wife and actress Anushka Sharma 
after a humiliating loss, with 78 runs under 
his belt in two innings. From then on, Rahane 
took over his role and led India to an inspiring 
victory, overcoming inexperience, injuries, rac-
ism, and a full-strength Australian side.

2024-25: This series saw Virat at his most 
vulnerable and weakest. After a fine century 
at Perth, fans got their hopes up for a comeback 
series Down Under against his favourite oppo-
nent. But between the prospect of an all-timer 
and a poor series, stood pacer Scott Boland, 
who decided to make a meal out of the senior 
batter, dismissing him four times and taking 
full advantage of his weakness against outside 

off-stump line. Despite his ton, he could score 
only 190 runs in nine innings at an average of 
23.75. His last image in Australia was him cuss-
ing at himself, slapping his bat aggressively on 
the ground as he took a long walk back to the 
pavilion.
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‘We should respect…’: Rajeev 
Shukla 

New Delhi: After Virat Kohli’s retirement from 
Test cricket, the Board of Control for Cricket 
(BCCI) vice-president Rajeev Shukla hailed the 
star batter for his contribution in the longest 
format, saying that while they do not feel good 
about him leaving, the board respects his per-
sonal decision. In a massive development ahead 
of the England tour of five matches, which will 
kickstart India’s ICC World Test Championship 
2025-27 campaign, Virat Kohli announced his 
retirement from Tests after 14 years, marking 
an end to a brilliant career spanning 14 years 
and 123 Tests. 
Speaking to ANI, Shukla said, “The contribu-
tion of Virat Kohli for Test Cricket and India 
has been great. Any amount of praise is less. 
We are not feeling good that he has retired from 
Test Cricket. But it is his individual decision, 
and BCCI never puts pressure on a player for 
retirement. We should respect his decision.

‘Legacy will continue for-
ever’: BCCI

New Delhi:  The Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) and the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) expressed their thoughts on 
star India batter Virat Kohli’s retirement 
from Test cricket. Kohli announced his 
retirement from Test cricket on Monday, 
marking an end to an illustrious 14-year-
old career which saw him dominate a va-
riety of conditions, regions, and opponents 
in whites, both as a batter and captain.Tak-
ing to their official social media handle, X, 
the BCCI wrote, “Thank You, Virat Kohli! 
An era ends in Test cricket, but the legacy 
will continue forever! @imVkohli, the for-
mer Team India Captain, retires from Test 
cricket. His contributions to #TeamIndia 
will forever be cherished!”

Competing at the Dubai Police Club Stadium 
on Mother’s Day, the 24-year-old Karishma 
Sanil topped the three-woman field with 
an effort of 53.33m. UAE’s Aliazya Tarek 
(31.04m) and India’s Harshita Sehrawat 
(16.77m) claimed the next two places.

India kicked off the tournament with an 
8-0 rout of Sri Lanka last Friday in head 
coach Bibiano Fernandes’ first match after 
his return to the national youth team setup.
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