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A woman was killed and 
two of her family members 
injured in heavy shelling 
by Pakistani troops from 
across the Line of Control 
(LoC) targeting Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Baramulla and 
Kupwara districts, officials 
said on Friday. They said the 
Indian Army has responded 
proportionately to the Paki-
stani aggression.

Pakistani troops violated 
the ceasefire along the LoC 
and resorted to heavy shell-
ing in the civilian areas of 
the Uri sector in north Kash-
mir’s Baramulla district on 
Thursday night, officials 
said.

Multiple areas of Uri, in-
cluding Silikot, Boniyar, Ka-
malkote, Mohra and Gingle, 
were targeted with heavy 
shelling that damaged sev-
eral structures and forced 

people to flee, they added.
According to them, three 

members of a family were 
injured when a shell hit 
their car near Mohra while 
they were trying to move to 
safety. They were rushed to 
a hospital where a woman, 
identified as Nargis Begum, 
succumbed to injuries, the 
officials said.

Later on Friday, Pakistani 
troops violated the ceasefire 
in Gouhalan and Chotali, 
Tourna Post of the Uri sec-
tor and in north Kashmir’s 
Kupwara district, the offi-
cials said.

“Heavy ceasefire viola-
tions have started in Chotali, 
Tourna Post, and Gouhalan 
areas of Uri and Toli Post 
Taad in Karnah area, and 
TMG Nowgam sector in Qal-
amabad area of the Kupwara 
district. Pakistani troops re-
sorted to unprovoked heavy 
firing at Indian posts and ci-
vilian areas,” an official said.

Escalating the ten-
sions even further, 
one Paksitani drone 

hit a residential area in 
Firozpur, Punjab on Friday, 
injuring three people.

Three people suffered 
burn injuries and were im-
mediately rushed to the 
hospital, SSP Ferozepur, 
Bhupinder Singh Sidhu 
said.

“We received informa-
tion about 3 people being 
injured. They have burn 
injuries. Doctors will treat 
them. Most of the drones 
have been neutralised by 
the army,” Bhupinder Singh 
Sidhu said.

Indian Air Defnce have 

intercepted most of the 
drones in the Firozpur area.

Drone attacks on Srinagar 
airport and Awantipora air 
base were thwarted late on 
Friday, while blasts were 
heard in Jammu and parts 
of the south Kashmir re-
gion, officials said.

The attack came a day af-
ter India thwarted attempts 
by the Pakistan military to 
hit Indian military instal-
lations using drones and 
missiles.

The sky was lit up in 

Baramulla district as the 
Indian military shot down 
Pakistani drones.

Blasts were heard and si-
rens sounded in the Jammu 
region and south Kashmir 
as many parts of the Union 
Territory plunged into 
darkness, officials said.

Defence officials said 
drones were sighted also in 
Jammu, Samba and neigh-
bouring Pathankot district 
in Punjab, and they were 
being engaged.

In Srinagar, mosque loud-

speakers were used to con-
vey to locals to switch off 
their lights as a precaution-
ary measure.

Officials said the drones 
were also engaged in Ud-
hampur and Nagrota of 
Jammu and Punjab.

Heavy cross-border shell-
ing was underway along 
the International Border in 
Suchetgarh and Ramgarh 
sectors of Jammu and Sam-
ba districts.

Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah said in a post on 

X, “Intermittent sounds of 
blasts, probably heavy artil-
lery, can now be heard from 
where I am.”

He also posted a picture 
of the city in darkness, cap-
tioning the post as, “Black-
out in Jammu now. Sirens 
can be heard across the 
city.”

In another post ,  he 
said,”It’s my earnest appeal 
to everyone in and around 
Jammu please stay off the 
streets, stay at home or at 
the nearest place you can 

comfortably stay at for the 
next few hours. Ignore ru-
mours, don’t spread unsub-
stantiated or unverified sto-
ries and we will get through 
this together.”

On Thursday evening, In-
dian air defence units inter-
cepted at least eight missiles 
fired by Pakistan towards 
the border areas of Jammu, 
including the strategically 
important Jammu airport, 
defence sources had said.

Likening the attack to 

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini on Friday said the 
state was fully alert and tak-
ing all necessary precautions 
in view of the rising tensions 
between India and Pakistan 
following attempted air strikes 
by Pakistan on Indian military 
bases.

He lauded the Indian armed 
forces for their swift and strong 
response, saying, “I salute all 
the soldiers who are foiling 
Pakistan’s nefarious inten-
tions.”

Saini, emphasized that 
Haryana shares a sensitive 
geographical location with 
border states like Punjab and 
Rajasthan, and hence the state 
government is keeping a close 
watch on all developments. 
“We are sending our patriotic 

youth to support Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and the 
armed forces in this crucial 
time,” he said.

Referring to the Ambala air 
base, which had previously 
been targeted in the 1965 and 
1971 wars, the Chief Minister 
said the area is now under high 
alert.

Urging people to remain calm 
but alert, Saini said, “We have 
told people not to panic. They 
just need to stay alert and fol-
low the government’s instruc-
tions. There is no need for 
panic buying of food or fuel.” 
He reassured the public that 
all essential supplies are stable 
and being monitored.

Meanwhile, the alert has been 
sounded in Haryana’s Ambala 
and Panchkula districts with 
schools have been ordered shut 
until further notice as a safety 
measure. The government has 

placed special focus on border-
adjacent districts like Am-
bala, where sirens were heard 
earlier in the day, prompting 
precautionary closures of 
educational institutions and 
heightened surveillance.

The Chief Minister also 
strongly condemned Paki-
stan’s involvement in terror ac-
tivities, especially in the wake 
of the recent Pahalgam terror 
attack. “Pakistan must act 
against those who are spread-
ing terrorism from its soil. The 
Indian Army is giving a strong 
and fitting reply to the enemy,” 
he asserted.

As per the information the 
Chief Minister’s Office is op-
erating in coordination with 
all district administrations. 
Control rooms have been acti-
vated for quick response, and 
emergency services have been 
placed on standby.

In the wake of this rising 
conflict, all schools, col-
leges, and educational 

institutions in Chandigarh 
— the shared capital of Pun-
jab and Haryana — have 
been ordered shut until May 
12. The entire Tricity region 
(Chandigarh, Panchkula, 
Mohali) has been placed 
on high alert. The Chan-
digarh administration has 
announced that all markets 
and shopping malls in the 
city must close by 7 p.m. 

Additionally, a complete 
ban has been imposed on 
fireworks and crackers. In 
Panchkula, the district ad-
ministration has decided 
that all shops must shut by 
6 p.m., although essential 
services like medical stores 
will remain open. In Mohali, 
all markets are to close by 8 
p.m.

An alert was issued in ar-
eas near the Chandigarh 
airport on Friday, includ-
ing Mohali, Panchkula and 
Ambala. People were told to 
stay indoors, away from win-
dows and doors, and not step 
out unless absolutely neces-
sary. The warning came after 
Pakistan attempted to target 
Indian military locations on 
Thursday night.

The Chandigarh Transport 
Undertaking (CTU) has sus-
pended its bus services to 
Jammu and Katra. College 
students from Chandigarh 
and surrounding areas have 
started returning home, 
leading to heavy crowds at 
Chandigarh’s 43 bus stands 
on Friday. Meanwhile, many 
city streets have fallen silent. 
Following repeated drone 
alerts from Pakistan across 
several regions in Punjab 
last night, most students 
living in major college and 

university hostels in Mohali 
have packed their bags and 
are heading home.

It’s worth noting that large 
numbers of students from 
Punjab, Haryana, Jammu 
& Kashmir, and Himachal 

Pradesh study at private 
institutions around Chan-
digarh. Many are now 
returning home. Hostels 
along Landran Road, which 
houses several colleges and 
universities, have emptied 

out. Most students report 
that their exams have been 
postponed, and they’ve 
been told they may go home; 
new exam dates will be an-
nounced soon.

J&K woman killed in 
heavy Pak shelling 
from across LoC

State fully alert: Haryana CM 
amid rising Indo-Pak tensions

Sirens sounded in Tricity, schools, colleges shut

Wing Command-
e r  Vy o m i k a 
Singh exposed 

Pakistan’s airspace tac-
tics, saying that Islamabad 
deliberately kept its civil 
airspace open after launch-
ing a “failed unprovoked 
drone” and missile attack on 
Wednesday, effectively us-
ing civil airliners as shields.

Addressing the special 
briefing on Operation Sin-
door on Friday, Wing Com-
mander Vyomika Singh 
said, “Pakistan did not 
close its civil airspace de-
spite it launching a failed 
unprovoked drone and 

missile attack on 7 May at 
08:30 hours in the eve-
ning. Pakistan is using civil 
airliner as a shield, know-
ing fully well that its attack 
on India would elicit a swift 
air defence response.”

She further emphasised 
that this decision endan-
gered unsuspecting civil 
airliners, including inter-
national flights operating 
near the India-Pakistan 
border.

“This is not safe for the 
unsuspecting civil airliners 
including the international 
flights which were flying 

India says Pak used civil airlines as a shield

Pak drone hits residential areas in Punjab
 Drones 

sighted 
in Jammu, 
Samba; blasts 
heard, sirens 
sounded

   28 airports 
will remain closed 
until May 15.

 Ample fuel 
stocks, including 
LPG,  available 
across the country; 

supply lines are smooth. 

 ATMs are 
fully functional, 
well-stocked, 
digital services 
ops smooth.

 Pakistan used 300-
400 Turkish drones to 
target 36 Indian locations 
from Leh to Sir Creek.
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“Pakistan did not close its civil airspace 
despite it launching a failed unprovoked 

drone and missile attack on May 7 .... 
Pakistan is using civil airliner as a shield, 
knowing fully well that its attack on India 
would elicit a swift air defence response.”

- Wing Commander Vyomika Singh

“On the night of May 7 and 8, the Pakistani 
army violated Indian airspace several times 

over the entire western border to target 
military infrastructure. The Pakistani army 

also fired heavy-calibre weapons along the 
LoC. Around 300 to 400 drones were used 

to attempt infiltration at 36 locations.”
- Colonel Sofiya Qureshi

India’s air defence system intercepts objects in the sky during a blackout following multiple 
blasts in the city of Jammu on Friday. ANI

A vehicle passes on a deserted road near the closed shops after 
shelling by Pakistani armed forces, in Uri on Friday. ANI

Residents arrive at the ISBT bus stand in Sector 43 to go back to their city after the alert amid 
rising tension between India and Pakistan, in Chandigarh on Friday. ANI
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Tahawwur Rana, a key con-
spirator in the 26/11 Mumbai 
terror attacks, was presented 
before the Patiala House 
Court from NIA remand on 
Friday, a day earlier than the 
scheduled date due to secu-
rity concerns. The NIA Spe-
cial Court has ordered his 
judicial custody until June 6, 
2025.

Rana, a 64-year-old Cana-
dian businessman of Paki-
stani origin, was extradited 
from the United States ear-
lier this month in connection 
with his purported role in 
the deadly 2008 terror strike 
on Mumbai. Last week, the 
National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) collected voice and 
handwriting samples from 

Rana.
Rana provided handwrit-

ing specimens by penning 
various alphabets and nu-
merical characters. Advocate 
Piyush Sachdev, his legal 
aid counsel, confirmed that 
Rana fully complied with the 
court’s directive to submit 
these samples.

The Special NIA Court 
has recently allowed the Na-

tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) to obtain voice and 
handwriting samples of 
Rana.

Earlier on April 29, the 
Court extended the NIA’s 
custody of Tahawwur Rana 
for 12 days more days.

During the hearing, the 
NIA informed the court that 
Rana had been confronted 
with a substantial volume 

of records and evidence re-
lated to the 26/11 Mumbai 
terror attacks. The agency 
argued that further custody 
was necessary to complete 
his interrogation. While 
seeking an extension of his 
remand, the NIA argued that 
Rana had been evasive dur-
ing questioning and was not 
cooperating with the investi-
gation.

The agency emphasised 
the need for further custo-
dial interrogation to extract 
crucial information related 
to his alleged involvement in 
the attacks.  In the legal pro-
ceedings concerning Tahaw-
wur Rana, the NIA was rep-
resented by Senior Advocate 
Dayan Krishnan and Special 
Public Prosecutor Narender 
Mann. 

The Ministry of Defence 
has urged media channels, 
digital platforms, and indi-
viduals to avoid live cover-
age or real-time reporting 
of defense operations and 
security forces’ move-
ments.

The Ministry emphasized 
that revealing such sen-
sitive information could 
compromise operations 
and put lives at risk, citing 
past incidents like the Kar-
gil War, 26/11 attacks, and 

the Kandahar hijacking.
According to Clause 6(1)

(p) of the Cable Television 
Networks (Amendment) 
Rules, 2021, only autho-
rized officials can provide 
updates during anti-terror 
operations. The Ministry 
has called on everyone to be 
responsible and mindful of 
national security.

Meanwhile,  Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Friday conducted a review 
of the country’s current 
security situation at South 
Block, which houses the 

Ministry of Defence, in the 
national capital, in the af-
termath of the foiled large-
scale drone strike by Paki-
stan on Thursday.

The Defence Minister was 
accompanied by the mili-
tary top brass and senior 
officials, including Chief of 
Defence Staff General Anil 
Chauhan, Chief of Army 
Staff General Upendra 
Dwivedi, Chief of Naval 
Staff Admiral Dinesh K 
Tripathi, Chief of Air Staff 
Air Chief Marshal Amar 
Preet Singh, and Defence 

Secretary RK Singh.
The meeting came in 

the wake of Pakistan’s at-
tempted retaliation fol-
lowing Operation Sindoor, 
where the Indian Armed 
Forces targeted nine terror 
infrastructures in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir on Wednesday. 
The operation was a direct 
response to the April 22 Pa-
halgam terror attack.

Earlier, Indian Army dur-
ing the intervening night 
of May 8 and May 9 suc-
cessfully repelled and re-

sponded to multiple drone 
attacks by Pakistan along 
the western border and the 
Line of Control (LoC) in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Indian Army said, 
“Pakistan Armed Forces 
launched multiple attacks 
using drones and other 
munitions along entire 
Western Border on the in-
tervening night of 08 and 
09 May 2025. Pak troops 
also resorted to numerous 
cease fire violations (CFVs) 
along the Line of Control 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on Friday said ar-
eas bordering Punjab’s 
Pathankot, Chandigarh and 
Jammu and Kashmir are on 
high alert and district admin-
istration have been directed 
take necessary actions when 
air raid warning sirens are 
blown.

Sukhu held a high level 
meeting with the officials 
and district heads and said, 
“There is nothing to panic but 
we should ensure our safety 
and fulfill our responsibility 
and stay alert.”

He said that all must ad-
here to the instructions of the 
Union Government and the 
state government to ensure 
the safety of the people.

Sukhu told the officers to 
stay vigilant in view of the 
cross-border tensions es-
calating between India and 
Pakistan and took detailed 
feedback from all DCs and 
SPs regarding the prevailing 
condition in their respective 

districts, a statement issued 
here said.

The chief minister directed 
officials to ensure adequate 
security around the vital in-
stallations including religious 
places, airports, dams and 
bridges.

He also instructed them to 
conduct regular mock drills 
in accordance with the advi-
sories of the Union Govern-
ment. Sukhu extended soli-
darity with the Indian Armed 
forces and the Union Gov-
ernment further commend-
ing the action of the armed 
forces for giving a befitting 
reply to the Pakistani failed 
intrusion. “We are proud of 
our brave hearts and action 
being taken by our Armed 
forces in safeguarding the 
nation”, he remarked. Talking 
to the reporters here, he said 

that the offices of the chief 
secretary, general administra-
tion department and control 
rooms would remain open 
during the upcoming three 
holidays to assist people and 
act promptly in times of need.      
He also appealed to the gen-
eral public to believe only of-
ficial information.

The chief minister assured 
that no stone would be left 
unturned in ensuring safety 
of about 103 students, cur-
rently pursuing their studies 
in Jammu and Kashmir and 
asked the Chief Secretary 
for prompt and co-ordinated 
action to bring the students 
back home safely. Security 
has been beefed up across 
the state and strict vigil is be-
ing kept in districts border-
ing Jammu and Kashmir and 
Punjab, officials said.

The entire nation is praising 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s decision on the exe-
cution of Operation Sindoor. 
The operation has received 
widespread support from 
political leaders across the 
ruling and opposition par-
ties. After a long period of si-
lence, BJP leader and former 
MP Varun Gandhi issued a 
statement expressing admi-

ration for PM Modi’s strong 
leadership. He commended 
the operation, stating that 
the country is proud of Mo-

di’s decisive actions. Varun 
had remained silent since 
his ticket was cut in the 
2024 general elections but 
chose to speak out in sup-
port of the operation.

After a period of silence, 
BJP leader and former MP 
Varun Gandhi has publicly 
expressed his support for 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s leadership following 
the successful execution of 
Operation Sindoor against 
Pakistan. 

The Supreme Court on Friday 
directed the Central govern-
ment not to relieve a group of 
Army officers from service in 
a plea challenging the prema-
ture termination of a woman 
Army officer.

A bench led by Justice Surya 
Kant also remarked that dur-
ing times of conflict, the mo-

rale of army officers needs to 
be kept high.

“This is not the time when 
we keep these people roam-
ing around the Supreme Court 
and courtrooms. There’s some 
better place for them. They 
need to be at a better place,” 
Justice Surya Kant said, im-
plying that at such a pressing 
hour, the country needs army 
officers on the battlefield.

The Court was hearing a 
plea in which a woman offi-
cer of the army, Lt. Col. Geeta 
Sharma, had allegedly been 
released from service at an 
earlier date (March 17) even 
though the date of her release 
was June 9. Thus, she had 
moved to the top court seek-
ing a stay in the release of her 

service.
Interestingly, Senior Advo-

cate Maneka Guruswamy ap-
pearing for Sharma submitted 
that the Supreme Court had, 
in an earlier decision, allowed 
a similar plea in which Colonel 
Sophia Qureshi, who has been 
leading briefings of the Indian 
forces to inform the nation of 
updates regarding the ongo-
ing conflict with Pakistan, 
was lauded by a bench led by 
former CJI DY Chandrachud, 
along with other officers of the 
army, for their immense con-
tributions towards national 
security.

“Your lordships had inter-
vened in the systemic discrim-
ination (against women army 
officers). If your lordships 

hadn’t intervened, she (Colo-
nel Sophia Qureshi) wouldn’t 
be briefing the nation,” the se-
nior counsel stated.

Justice Surya Kant respond-
ed in agreement and stated, 
“As of date, we would like 
their morals high and higher 
than anything. Each of them is 
meritorious.”

During the hearing, the 
Court was of the view that it 
would hear the matter on mer-
its and in detail at a later date. 
However, it clarified that until 
the next hearing, army officers 
should not be bothered or dis-
tracted by pursuing litigation; 
instead, their focus should be 
on more pressing issues that 
the nation is going through at 
such times of conflict.

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day dismissed a PIL seeking 
implementation of the three-
language formula, proposed 
by the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020, in Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala and West Ben-
gal. A bench headed by Jus-
tice JB Pardiwala refused to 
entertain the plea, saying the 
court cannot directly com-
pel a state to adopt a policy 
like the National Education 
Policy 2020.

The top court in its order 
stated, “It (court) cannot di-
rectly compel a state to adopt 
a policy like the National 
Education Policy 2020. The 

court may, however, inter-
vene if a state’s action or in-
action related to the National 
Education Policy violates 
any fundamental rights. We 
do not propose to examine 
this issue in this writ peti-
tion. We believe that the peti-
tioner has nothing to do with 
the cause he proposes to es-
pouse. Although he may be 
from the state of Tamil Nadu, 
yet on his own admission, he 
is residing in New Delhi. In 
such circumstances, this pe-
tition stands dismissed.” The 
plea was filed by BJP lawyer 
GS Mani, stating the refusal 
or failure of the state gov-
ernment to implement the 
National Educational Policy 
of the Central government or 

sign an MOU may harm the 
public interest or infringe on 
citizens’ rights. The petition 
sought direction to the state 
governments to implement 
the National Education Pol-
icy and sign an MOU which 
involves fundamental public 
welfare and rights of Educa-
tion, constitutional rights, or 
government obligations that 
are being neglected or vio-
lated is very well maintain-
able. “The state government 
is under a constitutional or 
legal obligation to imple-
ment the National Educa-
tional Policy, 2020 of the 
Central government and to 
enter into an MOU for the 
implementation of the said 
policy, scheme, or project,” 

the petition stated.
All state governments 

except Tamil Nadu, Kerala 
and West Bengal have ad-
opted and implemented the 
Central government’s most 
important national educa-
tion policy, the tri-language 
curriculum policy, advocate 
Mani said.

In the petition, the Na-
tional Education Policy is a 
major education policy plan 
brought by the Central gov-
ernment with the aim of im-
proving the quality of school 
education for students from 
all walks of life. “All Indian 
languages should be taught 
free of cost to school children 
belonging to the poor, sched-
uled, tribes, backwards, and 
the most backwards classes,” 
the petition added. 

The petition said that the 
state governments of Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala and West Ben-
gal are refusing to accept 
the three-language formula 
for political reasons, citing 
the false reason of imposing 
Hindi.

SC junks plea for enforcing NEP’s three 
languages formula in TN, Kerala, WB

Himachal’s border areas with J&K, 
Pathankot, Chandigarh on high alert

Varun Gandhi speaks out after long 
silence, backs Modi on Op Sindoor

Jaishankar thanks for solidarity of  allies for India’s resolute response to counter threats
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Rana remanded to judicial custody till June 6

Defence Min urges media to refrain from live coverage of security ops

SC directs Centre not to relieve Army 
officers in plea challenging termination

External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar 
on Friday said India 

is “confronting” the chal-
lenge of terrorism, which 
is a “shared threat” to the 
international community.

The minister thanked 
those who have expressed 
solidarity with the country 
and understand the “reso-
lute response that is under-
way”.

He was delivering an ad-
dress at an event hosted at 
the Russian Embassy here 
to mark the 80th anniver-
sary of the Soviet Union’s 
triumph over Nazi Germa-
ny in World War II.

“It is a great pleasure to 
join you all on this occasion 
to mark the 80th anniver-
sary of the victory in the 
war over fascism in 1945,” 
Jaishankar said.

“We also meet at a time 
when India is confronting 
the challenge of terrorism, 
one that is a shared threat 
to the international com-
munity. I thank those who 
have expressed solidarity 
with us and understand the 
resolute response that is un-
derway,” he added.

The Indian armed forces 

early Wednesday carried 
out precise missile strikes 
on nine terror targets in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK) and Pakistan under 
Operation Sindoor.

In d i a  o n  Thu r s d ay 
thwarted Pakistan’s at-
tempts to strike military 
sites with drones and mis-
siles at 15 places in northern 

and western regions of the 
country and targeted Paki-
stani air defence systems 
with one in Lahore being 
“neutralised”.

Since the dastardly ter-
ror attack in Jammu and 
Kashmir ’s  Pahalgam, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and External Affairs 
Minister Jaishankar have 
received calls from their 
counterparts in several 
countries, condemning the 
April 22 attack, conveying 
condolences over the loss 
of lives and expressing soli-
darity with India.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin conveyed to 
Prime Minister Modi in a 
phone call on May 5 that 
his nation fully backs In-
dia’s fight against terrorism 
and that the perpetrators of 
the Pahalgam terror attack 
must be brought to justice.

A Russian embassy read-

out had said that Putin de-
scribed the terror attack as 
“barbaric” and the two lead-
ers emphasised the need for 
an “uncompromising fight” 
against terrorism in all its 
manifestations.

Jaishankar in his address 
at the embassy also said, 
“Today is an occasion for 
hope and optimism, as also 
for remembrance, under-
pinned by the conviction, 
that international coopera-
tion is even more important 
than even before.”

“It is an endorsement of 
our diplomatic endeavours 
be that bilateral, regional or 
multilateral,” he added.

Russian envoy Denis Ali-
pov and several other dip-
lomats were present on the 
occasion.

The backdrop on the stage 
depicted the famous Red 
Square landmark of Mos-
cow.

IndIa confrontIng challenge of terrorIsm, a 
shared threat to global communItIes: eam
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West Bengal 
STF arrests 
two JMB 
operatives 

West Bengal’s Special Task 
Force (STF) on Friday ar-
rested two individuals, Aj-
mol Hossain (28) from Nal-
hati and Saheb Ali Khan (28) 
from Murarai, for allegedly 
spreading the ideology of 
the banned terrorist group 
Jamatul Mujahideen Ban-
gladesh (JMB) and planning 
attacks in India.

The arrests were made 
during simultaneous raids 
in the Birbhum district on 
May 8-9, 2025, according to 
the West Bengal STF.

The suspects were found 
to be propagating JMB’s 
ideology and were part of 
a module that is engaged in 
dissemination of seditious 
and jihadi materials by us-
ing encrypted sophisticated 
mediums. They were al-
legedly planning to target 
specific people and places 
in India, aiming to harm the 
country’s sovereignty.
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Union Health Minister JP 
Nadda chaired a high-level 
meeting on Friday with se-
nior health ministry officers 
to review emergency health 
systems preparedness.

The current status of medi-
cal preparedness for han-
dling emergency cases was 
presented to the Union Min-
ister. He was apprised of the 
actions taken regarding de-
ployment of ambulances, en-
suring adequate availability of 
medical supplies, including 
equipment, medicines, and 
blood vials and consumables, 
hospital readiness in terms of 
beds, ICU, and HDU, deploy-
ment of BHISHM Cubes, ad-
vanced mobile trauma care 
units, etc.

Hospitals and medical in-
stitutions have been advised 
to ensure the availability of 

essential drugs, an adequate 
supply of blood, oxygen, trau-
ma care kits, etc.

AIIMS New Delhi and other 
central government hospi-
tals have mobilised doctors 
and nurses with supplies 
for ready deployment. They 
have been advised to coordi-
nate with state and district 
administration, armed forces 
and regional associations of 
doctors, nurses, paramed-
ics, private sector hospitals, 
charitable institutions, etc., 
to strengthen the emergency 

response networks in a col-
laborative manner.

Additionally, nationwide 
mock drills for disaster pre-
paredness have been con-
ducted at AIIMS, PGIMER, 
JIPMER and other premier 
hospitals.

To build capacity in emer-
gency healthcare, additional 
training modules for CPR, 
first aid, and basic life sup-
port are being rolled out with 
support from the Indian Red 
Cross Society, the National 
Institute of Health & Family 
Welfare (NIHFW), AIIMS 
New Delhi, and iGOT.

Union Health Secretary 
apprised about a series of 
her meetings with states/
UTs, and central govern-
ment hospitals and health-
care institutes for seamless 
coordination with relevant 
stakeholders at the centre and 
within the states for ensuring 
effective response.

Nadda chairs high-level 
meeting on emergency health 
systems preparedness
TDG NETWORK 
New Delhi   

External Affairs Minister s Jaishankar and Russian Ambassador 
to india, Denis Alipov during the Victory Day celebrations at 
Russian Embassy, in New Delhi on Friday. (ANi Photo)

 Rejecting BJP 
leader’s plea, 
SC says can’t 
compel a state 
to adopt policy 
like NEP 2020

During times 
of conflict, 
the morale of 
Army officers 
needs to be kept 
high, says SC
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Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister MK Stalin 
on Thursday urged 

citizens to unite in support 
of the Indian Army amid 
the escalating tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan 
following the April 22 Pa-
halgam terror attack.

Stalin, in a statement, 
emphasised the need for 
collective action against 
Pakistan’s promotion of 
terrorism and atrocities 
and announced a rally to 
be held on May 10, start-
ing from the Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) office 
and proceeding to the 
War Memorial in the state. 
“Pakistan is promoting 
terrorism and committing 
atrocities in India, not only 
for its own sake but also for 
its own sake. 

It is time to express 
our support for the In-

dian Army, which is fight-
ing bravely to protect 
us,” Stalin stated on X. 
He called upon ex-service-
men, ministers, the public, 
and students to participate 
in the rally.

“Tomorrow at 5 pm, a 
rally will be held from the 
DGP office to the War Me-
morial on the island, led by 
me, with the participation of 
ex-servicemen, ministers, 
the public and students. 
Let all the people participate 
and show our unity and 
determination,” the Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister said. 

Stalin’s call to action comes 
in the backdrop of Opera-
tion Sindoor, where the In-
dian Army targeted nine 
terror infrastructures in 
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) 
on May 7, in response to the 
Pahalgam terror attack.

The Indian Army during 
the intervening night of 
May 8 and May 9 success-
fully repelled and decisive-
ly responded to multiple 
drone attacks and ceasefire 
violations by Pakistan along 
the western border and 
the Line of Control (LoC) 

in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Taking to X on Friday, the 
Additional Directorate 
General of Public Informa-
tion (ADG PI) stated that 
the drone attacks were “ef-
fectively neutralised” and 
the ceasefire violations were 
appropriately responded to.

The ADG PI also noted 
that the successful re-
taliation by the Indian 
Armed Forces was also 
under Operation Sindoor. 
Earlier on Thursday, the 
Indian Army had shot 
down more than 50 Paki-
stani drones during a 

large-scale counter-drone 
operation along the LoC 
and International Borders 
(IB), sources told ANI. 
The operation was launched 
after Pakistan made failed 
attempts to send multiple 
swarm drones into Indian 
territory across different 
locations.

The Indian Army Air 
Defence units responded 
swiftly and targeted the 
drones in areas includ-
ing Udhampur, Samba, 
Jammu, Akhnoor, Na-
grota, and Pathankot. 
Sources added that the 
Army used several air de-
fence systems and weap-
ons, including L-70 guns, 
ZU-23 mm, Schilka sys-
tems, and other advanced 
counter-UAS equipment, 
to destroy the drones. 
The Indian Armed Forces 
successfully thwarted the 
drone attack targeting ci-
vilian areas. No casualties 
have been reported so far.

Stalin callS for rally in Support of 
armed forceS amid tenSionS with pak

The Karnataka Congress 
on Friday organised a Ti-
ranga Yatra from KR Circle 
to Minsk Square near Ben-
galuru’s Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium, extending support to 
the Indian armed forces as 
tensions between India and 
Pakistan escalated.

Party leaders and workers 
marched with the national 
flag, expressing solidar-
ity with the security forces 
and sending out a message 
of unity during the ongo-
ing border developments. 
Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah, Dy CM DK Shiva-
kumar, and state Cabinet 
Ministers led the rally. 
Speaking at the rally, Kar-
nataka Home Minister G. 
Parmeshwara said, “We 
would like to send out a 
message saying that we are 
all with you (Indian armed 
forces). Whatever action 
you have taken, it’s appre-

ciated and praised. This 
rally has been organised 
to say that symbolically...” 
The yatra, marked by trico-
lour flags and spirited slo-
gans, saw participation from 
across sections of society, 
including students, armed 
forces, and leaders from vari-
ous political parties.Deputy 
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar expressed satisfaction 
at the wide participation and 
said, “We have invited all sec-
tions of the society... We want 
to salute our armed forces 
and stand in solidarity with 
the country... I’m pleased 
that within a short period, all 
sections of people, including 

retired armed forces, stu-
dents, and all political par-
ties, are participating here...” 
“India is stronger. Like we 
managed the situation under 
the leadership of Indira Gan-
dhi, the same thing will hap-
pen now, and India will win,” 
DY CM Shivkumar added.

Karnataka Minister HK 
Patil underscored the sig-
nificance of the rally, stating, 
“This Tiranga Yatra conveys 
our moral support and ap-
preciation for our armed 
forces. They have succeeded 
and shown the world that 
India is the strongest and the 
most intelligent force in the 
world.”

K’taka Cong holds Tiranga 
Yatra to show solidarity 
with armed forces
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Tamil Nadu  CM to lead rally today to be held from DGP office

Rahul welcomes new KPCC chief, 
praises outgoing chief Sudhakaran

Amid rising tension be-
tween India and Pakistan, 
Gujarat Chief Minister 
Bhupendra Patel conduct-
ed a high-level review of 
the state’s preparedness in 
border districts on Friday. 
The Chief Minister held a 
video conference with col-
lectors and superintendents 
of police from affected re-
gions and issued urgent 
instructions on evacuation, 
civil defence, healthcare, 
and communication sys-
tems.

The review meeting held at 
the State Emergency Opera-
tion Centre in Gandhinagar 
included Minister of State 
for Home Harsh Sanghavi 
and Chief Secretary Pankaj 
Joshi.

Top officials from vari-
ous departments and 
defence forces also par-
ticipated in the session. 
During the meeting, he di-
rected all control rooms and 
emergency operation cen-

tres to remain operational 
round-the-clock.

He stressed the impor-
tance of alternative com-
munication tools such as 
satellite phones and hot-
lines to maintain coordina-
tion during emergencies. 
The CM also ordered that 
evacuation plans in border 
villages be activated. 

He instructed district ad-
ministrations to identify 

safe shelters and ensure the 
availability of drinking wa-
ter, food supplies, fuel, and 
other essential items.

“The administration 
must be fully prepared 
with civil defence mea-
sures and healthcare 
support,” the CM said. 
He also asked officials to 
gather an adequate stock 
of essential commodi-
ties and fuels as a precau-
tionary step against any 
supply chain disruption. 
The CM also urged the 
Health and Transport De-
partments to deploy medi-
cal teams and necessary 
transport facilities imme-
diately.

He advised district heads 
to pinpoint sensitive areas, 
strengthen surveillance, 
and evaluate warning 
systems for public safety. 
A major focus of the review 
was public communication. 
The CM also suggested to 
launch a state-wide aware-
ness campaign to prevent 
panic and misinformation.

In light of rising tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan, Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis conducted a 
comprehensive review of the state’s 
security and preparedness with police 
and administrative agencies on Friday. 
According to the Chief Minister’s 
Office, while reviewing aspects such 
as mock drills, blackouts, and more, 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis is-
sued several directives.

CM Devendra Fadnavis issued 
directives to conduct mock drills 
in every district and to establish 
war rooms at the district level. 
The directives also included set-
ting up coordination mechanisms 
with hospitals during blackouts. 
He said that since lights are turned 
off to avoid becoming targets, to 
continue operations using alternate 
power sources, and use dark-co-

loured curtains or tinted glass to pre-
vent light from being visible outside. 
The directives stated to share educa-
tional videos explaining what a black-
out is and what actions to take during 
one with students and citizens and 
raise widespread public awareness.

F a d n av i s  s a i d  s t u d y  t h e 
Union Government’s  “Union 
War Book” thoroughly and en-
su r e  eve r yo n e  i s  i n f o r m e d . 
The directives said that cyber cells 
in each district police department 
should monitor social media to 
identify and act against handles 

supporting Pakistan. Take action 
against those spreading false or 
enemy-supporting information. 
It said that emergency funds will be 
released today to all District Collec-
tors, enabling immediate purchases 
of urgent supplies and any other ma-
jor proposal related to this should be 
approved within an hour.

The directives said convene meet-
ings of all municipal corporations in 
the MMR region and instruct them 
to raise awareness about blackouts. 
Involve cooperative housing societies 
in this process.

Amid India-Pakistan ten-
sion, Telangana Govern-
ment has established a 
round-the-clock Control 
Room at Telangana Bhavan 
in national capital on Friday 
to provide assistance, infor-
mation, and support to resi-
dents of Telangana residing 
in border states, an official 
release said.

“In light of the prevailing 
situation in the interna-
tional border, the Govern-
ment of Telangana has es-
tablished a Control Room 
at Telangana Bhavan, New 
Delhi, with a view to pro-
vide timely assistance, in-
formation, and support to 

residents of Telangana who 
are currently residing in the 
border States,”I&PR Telan-
gana release read.

The contact details are 
as follows: Landline: 011-
23380556, Vandhana, 
Private Secretary to the 
Resident Commissioner 
& Liaison Head Mobile: 
9871999044, Haider Ali 
Naqvi, Personal Assistant 
to the Resident Commis-
sioner Mobile: 9971387500, 

G Rakshith Naik, Li-
aison Officer Mobile: 
9643723157, CH Chakra-
varthy, Public Relation Of-
ficer-Mobile: 9949351270. 
“The Control Room shall 
operate round-the-clock to 
ensure uninterrupted sup-
port,” the release added.

Tensions between India 
and Pakistan have escalat-
ed after the Indian Armed 
Forces launched Operation 
Sindoor in the early hours 

of 7th May, targeting terror-
ist infrastructure in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (PoK). 

This operation was a retal-
iatory response to the April 
22 terror attack in Pahal-
gam, Jammu and Kashmir, 
which resulted in the deaths 
of 26 civilians, including 
one Nepali national.

Hours after India con-
ducted a series of strikes on 
terrorist sites in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK), Foreign 
Secretary Vikram Misri, 
Colonel Sofiya Qureshi, 
and Wing Commander 
Vyomika Singh held a me-
dia briefing in the national 
capital to share details of the  
operation.

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has chargesheeted 
four accused for their involve-
ment in supplying weapons to 
the Naxals and other criminal 
elements, an official statement 
issued on Friday said.

The four accused, identified as 
Vikash Kumar, Satyam Kumar, 
Devmani Rai and Ahmad An-
sari, were previously charged by 

the local police under the Arms 
Act, it said.

As per the NIA, which has 
been investigating the case 
since May last year, the ac-
cused “had conspired and were 
actively involved in the illegal 
procurement and smuggling 
of prohibited bore weapons to 
Naxalites and other criminal 
elements”, said the statement 
issued by the probe agency. 
     They had also raised and uti-
lised funds for procurement 

of these arms as part of a con-
spiracy, aimed at disturbing the 

nation’s unity, integrity, secu-
rity and sovereignty, it added. 

I n  i t s  s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
chargesheet filed before the NIA 
Special Court in Patna on Thurs-
day, the NIA has now charged 
all four under Section 120B of 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 
Sections 13 and 18 of the Un-

lawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, 1967, the statement said. 
     The chargesheet followed an 
investigation in a case related 
to the seizure of an AK-47 
rifle in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur. 
         The NIA said that the Mu-

zaffarpur Rail Police had ini-
tially on May 7, 2024, recov-
ered an AK-47 butt and a rifle 
lens from Vikash and Satyam. 
“The duo disclosed during 
investigation that they had 
supplied an AK-47 rifle and 
five live rounds to Devmani 
Rai alias Anish, a resident of 
Mankauli under Fakuli PS, Mu-
zaffarpur,” the statement said. 
“A search of Devmani’s house 
later led to the recovery of the 
rifle and the live rounds. 

Gujarat CM reviews border security, 
issues order of evacuation plans

Maha reviews preparedness, issues directives Telangana government sets up control 
room for border state residents

NIA chargesheets four persons for involvement in supplying weapons to Naxals

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi extended con-
gratulations to Peravoor 
MLA Sunny Joseph and 
the newly appointed 
KPCC team, wishing 
them success as they 
lead the fight for justice 
and progress in Kerala. 
In a message of pride, 
Gandhi said, “Proud of K. 
Sudhakaran ji -- a fearless 
warrior whose leadership 
and service have been 
pillars of strength for the 
Congress party and the 
people of Kerala.” 

The party thanked 
outgoing Kerala unit 
chief K. Sudhakaran 
for his contributions. 
Ahead of the 2026 Assem-
bly elections, the Congress 
high command appointed 
Peravoor MLA Sunny Jo-
seph as the new president 
of the Kerala Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC), 
replacing Kannur Lok 
Sabha MP K. Sudhakaran. 

Along with the president, 
there has been a com-
plete change at the top of 
the state unit of the Con-
gress in the state. Adoor 
Prakash has been appoint-
ed UDF convener in place 
of M M Hassan. MLA’s P 
C Vishnunath , A P Anil 
Kumar and MP Shafi 

Parambil have been made 
w o r k i n g  p r e s i -
dents  of  the  KP CC. 
A few months ago, Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor 
extended his support for K 
Sudhakaran to continue as 
Kerala Pradesh Congress 
Committee (KPCC) presi-
dent, dismissing the need 
for a leadership change. 
“I believe there is no need 
for a change in the KPCC 
president post. 

K  S u d h a k a r a n 
should continue in the 
role,”  Tharoor said. 
He emphasised the party’s 
recent successes under 
Sudhakaran’s leadership, 
including in by-elections. 
Tharoor said that party 
unity remains his pri-
ority and that a leader-
ship change is unnec-
essary in that regard. 
“My priority is party unity, 
and that doesn’t require a 
leadership change. Every-
one should stand together 
with the KPCC president,” 
he said. 
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Andhra CM pays tribute 
to jawan Naik killed in 
LoC shelling by Pakistan

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu 
paid tribute to army jawan 
Murali Naik, who was killed 
in the line of duty during 
cross-border firing by the 
Pakistani forces along the 
Line of Control (LoC).

According to an offi-
cial release from the TDP, 
C h a n d r a b a b u  Na i d u 
condoled the demise of 
the young soldier from 
Ananthapuram district. 
Naidu spoke with Murali’s 
parents, Jyotibai and Ram 
Naik, and assured them of 
the state government’s sup-
port.

He praised Murali’s in-
valuable service in the 
army over the past two 
years and called on every-
one to stand united with 
patriotism and vigilance. 
CM Naidu also urged every-
body to observe two min-
utes of silence in honour of 

Murali Naik’s sacrifice. 
As per reports, Agniveer 
M Murali Naik was injured 
during heavy shelling from 
Pakistan side on Thursday. 

He was later taken to 
hospital for treatment 
but succumbed to inju-
ries on Friday morning. 
Meanwhile, in a major esca-
lation along India’s western 
front, the Pakistani army 
carried out multiple air-
space violations and drone 
intrusions on the night of 
May 7 and 8, targeting In-
dian military infrastructure. 

tdg network
ananthapuraM

The four accused, identified as Vikash Kumar, 
Satyam Kumar, Devmani Rai and Ahmad Ansari, 
were previously charged by the local police under 
the Arms Act, it said. 

Tharoor said that 
party unity remains 
his priority and that 
a leadership change 
is unnecessary in 
that regard. 

Top officials from 
various departments 
and defence forces 
also participated in 
the session. 

This operation was a retaliatory 
response to the April 22 terror attack in 
Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, which 
resulted in the deaths of 26 civilians, 
including one Nepali national.
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committing atrocities in India, not only 
for its own sake but also for its own sake. 
It is time to express our support for the 
Indian Army, which is fighting bravely 
to protect us,” Stalin stated on X.
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In a major decision aimed at 
ensuring affordable housing 
to people, the Punjab Cabi-
net led by Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Singh Mann on 
Friday gave its consent to 
simplify the Land Acqui-
sition process through di-
rect purchase to expedite 
the process of establishing 
urban estates and timely 
completion of other devel-
opment works in the State 
of Punjab.

A decision to this effect 
was taken by the Council 
of Ministers in its meeting 
held here under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister 

at his official residence to-
day. Disclosing this here 
today a spokesperson of 
the Chief Minister’s office 
said that the Cabinet also 
gave its consent for land 
pooling scheme of the 
Housing department to 
set up more urban estates 
in the state. The policy will 
be helpful in providing af-
fordable housing facility to 

the people of the state. The 
scheme will be helpful in 
land acquisition for set-
ting up of the urban estates 
across the state.

The new and separately 
formulated Mechanism to 
purchase land Directly from 
the land owners by Simpli-
fying the Land Acquisition 
process was approved. This 
will facilitate in expediting 

the process of establishing 
urban estates and timely 
completion of other devel-
opment works in the State 
of Punjab. The land to be 
acquired for development 
of urban estates/creating 
infrastructure will be iden-
tified by a committee as per 
the Land Purchase Policy of 
the Department of Revenue 
and Rehabilitation dated 
07.07.2011.

After completing neces-
sary formalities for invit-
ing the concerned farmers/
Land owners to sell their 
land to the Authority by 
adopting the Land Pooling 
Policy of Housing and Ur-
ban Development Depart-
ment, the Title of the Land 

offered by the Land owners 
to the Authority shall be got 
verified by the Development 
Authority from the Deputy 
Commissioner concerned. 
Thereafter, objections 
shall be called from gen-
eral public by giving 30 
days Public Notice regard-
ing the title of the land. The 
objections received within 
the prescribed period shall 
be decided by the above 
said Committee within a 
period of 30 days and pro-
cess to acquire land under 
the Land Pooling Policy 
shall be initiated by the 
Concerned Officer of the 
Development Authority 
nominated by Chief Ad-
ministrator concerned.

Additional Chief Secretary, 
Home Department and 
Revenue & Disaster Man-
agement, Dr. Sumita Misra, 
informed that the State Gov-
ernment has sanctioned Rs. 
1.10 crore, allocating Rs. 
5 lakh each to all Deputy 
Commissioners across the 
state to address any emer-
gent situations.

According to the official 

order issued by the Depart-
ment of Revenue and Disas-
ter Management, all Deputy 
Commissioners have been 
directed to exercise strict 
financial discipline and en-

sure that the allocated funds 
are utilized exclusively for 
the intended purpose. No 
expenditure beyond the 
sanctioned limit shall be 
incurred without prior ap-

proval of the Government.
Dr. Misra stated that as 

per the guidelines, only the 
amount actually required 
should be drawn from the 
treasury. Furthermore, all 
Deputy Commissioners 
are instructed to submit 
monthly expenditure state-
ments in Form 26 and 29 to 
the Accounts Branch of the 
department by the 10th of 
every month.

Additional Chief Secretary 
stated that Deputy Com-

missioners are required to 
upload expenditure details 
on the National Disaster 
Management Information 
System (NDMIS) portal 
every month and furnish 
Utilization Certificates to 
the department on a prior-
ity basis. All provisions and 
norms of the State Disaster 
Response Fund (SDRF), as 
issued by the Government 
of India and the State Gov-
ernment, must be strictly 
adhered to, she added.

The General Secretary of the 
All India Congress Commit-
tee, former Union Minister, 
and Member of Parliament 
from Sirsa

Kumari Selja said that the 
country is currently going 
through a sensitive and 
challenging phase. Our In-
dian Army, deployed at the 
borders, is engaged in the 
defense of the nation with its 
bravery and commitment. 
In such times, it becomes 
the duty of every citizen 
to maintain respect for the 
army and commitment to 
national unity. Vigilance 
and unity are necessary.

In a statement released to 
the media, Kumari Selja ap-
pealed to the people of the 
country to stay alert in this 

crisis, avoid rumors, and 
contribute to maintaining 
the morale of the Indian 
Army at every level. She 
mentioned that the Con-
gress Party supports every 
step taken by the govern-
ment that challenges coun-
tries like Pakistan, which 
are breeding grounds for 
terrorism, and responds 
firmly. The Congress Party’s 
clear stance is that national 
security is paramount. It is 
the duty of every Indian to 
take pride in the valor, cour-

age, and sacrifices of the 
Indian Army. Kumari Selja 
said that the need to remain 
alert to forces that weaken 
the unity of the country, so-
cial harmony, and democ-
racy.

Kumari Selja said that it 
is important to stay away 
from rumors, as they give 
birth to negative thoughts. 
In such times, we must col-
lectively reject the politics of 
hatred and division and re-
main united for the nation’s 
interest. 

In order to ensure that the 
residents of the state do 
not face any inconvenience 
during the ongoing war 
like situation in the state, 
the Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Singh Mann has 
directed the Ministers of his 
Cabinet to be permanently 
stationed in the border ar-
eas.

 During the Cabinet, the 
Chief Minister asked the 
Ministers of the border ar-
eas to be permanently sta-
tioned at their respective 
towns to oversee the relief 
operations. Likewise, he 
said that the other Minis-
ters should also visit these 
towns on rotation basis so 
that people can be assured 
help in case of emergency. 
Bhagwant Singh Mann said 
that the Ministers will visit 
Fire Stations, Hospitals, Ra-
tion depots and other places 
so that people in these areas 

do not face any type of prob-
lem.

The Chief Minister said 
that the Ministers from bor-
der areas will supervise the 
rescue operations and give 
necessary directions to the 
officers. Likewise, he said 
that the Ministers will visit 
the villages of the border ar-
eas to listen to the problems 
of the villagers and ensure 
their redressal. Bhagwant 
Singh Mann said that it is 
the need of the hour to en-
sure that people do not face 
any problem in this hour of 
crisis.

The Chief Minister said 
that keeping in view the es-
calating tension at the bor-
der the state government 

was duty-bound to ensure 
relief to people. Striking 
an emotional chord with 
the residents of border re-
gion, he said that the entire 
country was thankful to 
them for braving all odds 
while living in this part of 
the state. Likewise, Bhag-
want Singh Mann said that 
brave people of the region 
have to confront number of 
problems during their day 
to day life.

The Chief Minister said 
due to frequent threat of war 
this region lagged behind in 
development but then also 
the brave residents of this 
region had contributed im-
mensely in socio-economic 
progress of the country. 

In view of the current ten-
sions between India and 
Pakistan, the Punjab Gov-
ernment has taken immedi-
ate steps to ensure the high-
est level of preparedness in 
the state’s Fire and Emer-
gency Services. Local Gov-
ernment Minister Dr. Rav-
jot Singh has issued strict 
directives, cancelling all 
leaves of Fire Brigade staff 
and ordering 24x7 deploy-
ment at sensitive locations 
across Punjab. He said that 
war is a major emergency 
and the Fire Brigade plays 
a crucial role in such situa-
tions. He instructed officials 
to conduct mock drills, en-
sure all equipment is fully 
functional and maintain 
constant communication 
with Army authorities for 
swift response in case of any 
emergency. Officials have 
been directed to remain on 
high alert with their mobile 
phones active at all times.

Dr. Ravjot Singh said that 
the State Government led by 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Singh Mann is fully com-

mitted to ensuring public 
safety and has mobilized 
all resources to handle any 
emergency effectively. To 
ensure rapid response, 
the Cabinet Minister has 
asked Fire Brigade officials 
to coordinate closely with 
Deputy Commissioners to 
strategically position fire 
tenders at key locations for 
quick mobilization. Regular 
meetings must be held to 
review preparedness and 
all necessary arrangements 
should be expedited.

Dr. Singh reassured the 
public that the situation is 
under control and urged 
citizens not to panic. He 
also instructed officials to 
study the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
manuals to ensure timely 

and effective relief opera-
tions. Additionally, local 
vehicle repair workshops 
will be engaged to provide 
emergency maintenance 
services, even during night-
time, if required. Dr. Ravjot 
Singh announced that Cabi-
net Ministers will personal-
ly inspect hospitals and Fire 
Brigade facilities to assess 
readiness.

Additional Chief Secretary 
(ACS) Tejvir Singh stressed 
the department’s responsi-
bility and called for profes-
sional commitment in de-
livering efficient services. 
He confirmed that the de-
partment is well-equipped 
with modern firefighting 
tools but urged officials to 
promptly report any addi-
tional requirements. 

Government eases land acquisition for urban estates

Haryana govt sanctions emergency fund of Rs 1.10 cr for Dy Commissioners

Vigilance and unity are essential: 
Kumari Selja

Fresh recruitment scam allegations in 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha

This will provide coverage for victims of war and terrorist activities, 
ensuring comprehensive support and relief to affected individuals.
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CM Mann directs ministers to camp in 
sensitive areas, vows full support

Punjab govt on high alert: Leaves of fire 
brigade, emergency staff cancelled

Wi d e n i n g  t h e 
ambit of Far-
ishtey scheme, 

the Punjab Cabinet led by 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Singh Mann also gave nod 
to include war and terrorist 
affected victims under this 
scheme. A decision to this 
effect was taken in the meet-
ing of Council of Ministers 
held here under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister 
at his official residence.

Disclosing this here to-
day, a spokesperson of the 
Chief Minister office said 
in order to provide im-
mediate hassle-free medi-
cal treatment to victims of 
War and terrorist activities 
in Government / empan-
eled private hospitals in 
the State, to save precious 

lives and to encourage the 
general public to bring the 
War victims and terror-
ist activities to the nearest 
government and empan-
eled private hospitals, cov-

erage under the Farishtey 
Scheme 2024 has been ex-
panded. This will provide 
coverage for victims of war 
and terrorist activities, en-
suring comprehensive sup-

port and relief to affected 
individuals. This expan-
sion reinforces the state 
government’s commit-
ment to help those facing 
extraordinary hardships 

due to such events.
The primary objective of 

move is to lower down the 
mortality and morbidity 
rates resulting from inju-
ries sustained in war and 
terrorist activities.  The 
government aims to pro-
vide immediate, hassle-free 
treatment in the available 
Government/ empaneled 
Private hospitals under 
Farishtay scheme. Addition-
ally, to encourage the com-
mon people to come forth 
and help such victims so 
that timely treatment may 
save the lives of the victims 
who require medical at-
tention. This scheme shall 
be incentivized with cash 
rewards, commendation 
certificates describing them 
as “FARISHTEY,” and pro-
viding immunity from legal 
complications and police 
inquiries.

War and Terror vicTims broughT 
under FarishTey scheme coverage
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The earlier recruitment 
scam within the Punjab 
Vidhan Sabha has been in 
limbo for three years, and 
now a fresh controversy of 
a recruitment scam has sur-
faced. Allegations of back-
door appointments during 
the tenure of Speaker Kul-
tar Singh Sandhwan have 
come to light, particularly 
focusing on staff hired from 
his home constituency, Kot-
kapura.

Despite the unresolved 
earlier recruitment scam, 
which involved alleged ir-
regularities in the direct 
recruitment of clerks, assis-
tants, and other staff with-
out proper procedures, the 
new allegations have inten-
sified calls for transparency 
and accountability within 
the institution.

According to the com-
plaint, the fresh scam in-
volves the appointment 
of approximately 70 indi-
viduals through backdoor 
means, bypassing formal 
government rules and pro-
cedures. These individuals 

were allegedly issued per-
manent Vidhan Sabha ID 
cards, despite being hired 
as contract staff through 
the NICSI (National In-
formatics Centre Services 
Inc.) outsourcing mecha-
nism.

A complaint sent to cen-
tral agencies claims (TDG 
has copy of complaint ) that 
the staff were appointed 
during Speaker Kultar 
Singh Sandhwan’s tenure, 
raising eyebrows due to the 
concentration of hires from 
his constituency. However, 
when asked about this, Pun-
jab Vidhan Sabha Secretary 
Ramlok Khatana clarified 
that the recruitment was 
entirely managed by NICSI, 
and he had no knowledge of 
the regional backgrounds of 
the appointees.

In the wake of these alle-

gations, concerns remain 
regarding the lack of trans-
parency in the recruitment 
process, the issuance of 
permanent Vidhan Sabha 
identity cards to contract 
employees, and the overall 
accountability in the Speak-
er’s office.

Secretary Khatana, how-
ever, emphasized that 15 
technical staff were hired 
under NICSI on a three-year 
contract as per an MoU be-
tween the Punjab Vidhan 
Sabha and the Government 
of India. 

The new and separately formulated 
Mechanism to purchase land Directly 

from the land owners by Simplifying the 
Land Acquisition process was approved. 

eXPANSIoN

n   The expansion aims 
to provide immediate, 
hassle-free medical 
treatment in govern-
ment and empaneled 
private hospitals to 
reduce mortality and 
morbidity in such 
cases.

n  Citizens who help 
transport victims to 
hospitals will receive 
cash rewards, com-
mendation certificates 
(as “Farishtay”), and 
legal immunity from 
police procedures.

n  This move highlights 

the Punjab govern-
ment’s commitment to 
supporting individuals 
facing extreme hard-
ship due to war and 
terrorism.

n  The scheme ensures 
free and prompt medical 
aid, improving emergen-
cy response and encour-
aging community-driven 
assistance efforts.

Dr. Misra stated that as per the 
guidelines, only the amount 
actually required should be 

drawn from the treasury. 

According to the 
complaint, the fresh 

scam involves the 
appointment of 

approximately 70 
individuals through 

backdoor means, 
bypassing formal 
government rules 
and procedures. 

During the Cabinet, the Chief Minister 
asked the Ministers of the border areas to be 

permanently stationed at their respective 
towns to oversee the relief operations.

Harbhajan Singh ETO 
unveils overhaul of power 
infrastructure

Punjab Power Minister 
Harbhajan Singh ETO today 
announced significant ad-
vancements in the modern-
ization of Amritsar’s power 
distribution network under 
the Revamped Distribution 
Sector Scheme (RDSS) for 
the financial year 2024-25. 
He informed that with Am-
ritsar emerging as a key reli-
gious, cultural and econom-
ic hub, Punjab government 
has prioritized upgrading its 
aging power infrastructure 
to curb losses, enhance effi-
ciency and ensure seamless 
electricity supply to resi-
dents and businesses. 

He said that the initiative 
focuses on critical areas such 
as infrastructure reinforce-
ment, voltage stabilization, 
reduction of technical and 
commercial losses and the 
adoption of smart technolo-
gies to future-proof the grid. 
Key interventions include 
the augmentation of power 
transformers, replacement 
of outdated conductors with 

High-Temperature Low-Sag 
(HTLS) cables, installation 
of advanced distribution 
transformers and under-
ground cabling in theft-
prone and heritage-sen-
sitive zones. Besides this, 
the deployment of smart 
meters, SCADA systems 
and GIS-based monitor-
ing mechanisms has been 
accelerated to improve 
operational transparency 
and consumer service de-
livery. 

Highlighting the project’s 
achievements, S. Harbhajan 
Singh ETO informed that 
five 12.5 MVA power trans-
formers were upgraded 
to 20 MVA, while four 20 
MVA units were enhanced 
to 31.5 MVA. Likewise, five 
new 100 MVA transformers 
were installed to bolster the 
grid’s capacity. Over 508 km 
of high-tension (HT) lines 
and 299 km of low-tension 
(LT) lines were upgraded 
alongside the installation 
of 5,200 new distribution 
transformers and the re-
placement of 4,060 over-
loaded units. 
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Haryana Chief Electoral 
Officer, Pankaj Agarwal, 
said that the Election Com-
mission of India is continu-
ously taking new initiatives 
to make the Lok Sabha and 
State Assemblies election 
process more transparent 
and fair.

He said that to ensure an 
error-free voter list, a to-
tal of 4,719 meetings have 
been organised with the 
representatives of national 
and state recognized politi-
cal parties and other stake-
holders.

Out of these, 40 meet-
ings were conducted by 
the CEOs, 800 by DEOs, 
and 3,879 by EROs. More 

than 28,000 representa-
tives from different political 
parties participated in these 
meetings.

He said that this initia-
tive aligns with the com-
mission’s vision of further 
strengthening the elec-
toral process in accor-
dance with the existing 
legal framework with all 
stakeholders.
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EC takes new initiatives to ensure 
free and fair elections

Kumari Selja said that the country is 
currently going through a sensitive 
and challenging phase. Our Indian 

Army, deployed at the borders, is 
engaged in the defense of the nation 
with its bravery and commitment.



The administration has 
also imposed a ban on 
hoarding essential items, 
including ration supplies. 
Chandigarh Deputy Com-
missioner Nishant Yadav 
issued the orders, making 
it illegal for any individual, 
trader, wholesaler, or retailer 
to stockpile food or essential 
goods. All parties have been 
instructed to report their 
current stock levels to the 
Department of Food and 
Supply. If anyone is found 
selling food items at inflated 
prices, citizens can file com-
plaints with the Consumer 
Affairs and Legal Metrol-
ogy Department located 
in Sector-17. Complaints 
can also be made by calling 
0172-2703956. These orders 
will remain in effect from 
May 9, 2025, through July 
7, 2025.Indian armed forces 
quickly responded and shot 
down the incoming drones 
and missiles. 

According to the Ministry 
of Defence, Pakistan tried 

to target 15 Indian military 
sites, including in Bathinda, 
Amritsar, Ludhiana, Sri-
nagar, and even airbases in 
Bhuj and Phalodi. Missile 
debris was found in Bath-
inda’s villages like Tungwali, 
Gehri Baghi and Bir Talab.

One missile hit a house in 
Tungwali village, damaging 
a shed and breaking win-
dows. Bathinda’s Deputy 
Commissioner Shaukat Ah-
mad Parray confirmed that 
4–5 drones were spotted 
and destroyed by the Indian 
Army during the night.

The Punjab government 
has cancelled the leave of 
all government employees 
and asked them not to leave 
their place of posting. In the 
morning, an air raid siren 
was sounded in Chandigarh. 
An hour later, officials said 
the alert had ended.

Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann held an emergency 
Cabinet meeting and as-
signed 10 ministers to stay in 
border areas to boost public 
confidence. In Mohali, cine-
ma halls and malls have been 

ordered shut from sunset to 
sunrise until further notice.

In Amritsar, one of India’s 
most visited tourist and reli-
gious places, the number of 
visitors has dropped sharply 
due to the situation. Many 
people working in the hos-
pitality sector are now out 
of work. All schools in six 
border districts of Punjab — 
Ferozepur, Pathankot, Fazil-
ka, Amritsar, Gurdaspur 
and Tarn Taran — have been 
closed until further notice. 
Mohali’s Deputy Commis-
sioner Komal Mittal said that 
a complete blackout might 
be needed at night to protect 
public safety and important 
locations.

Chief Minister Mann also 
assured the public that there 
is no shortage of petrol, die-
sel, or cooking gas in the 
state. He asked people not to 
panic and report any black 
marketing to the police.

In Haryana, the govern-
ment has cancelled the leave 
of all police and health de-
partment employees. They 
must stay at their assigned 

places. In Panchkula, a black-
out was scheduled from 7 pm 
Friday as a precaution, and 
the district is on high alert.

In Ambala, sirens rang for 
48 minutes around 10 am. 
Schools and colleges were 
immediately closed. Flights 
between Hisar and Delhi and 
Ayodhya have also been can-
celled. Hisar’s SP Shashank 
Kumar Sawan urged people 
to remain indoors, stay safe, 
and keep an emergency kit 
ready.

Meanwhile, the Indian 
Medical Association (IMA) 
has formed a war relief team 
in Gurugram with 50 special-
ist doctors. Details of more 
than 2,000 doctors’ blood 
groups have been collected, 
and they are ready to donate 
blood if needed.

In neighbouring Himachal 
Pradesh, security has been 
increased in border districts 
like Hamirpur, Una and Bi-
laspur. Police are keeping a 
close watch, especially near 
famous temples like Baba 
Balak Nath, Maa Chintpurni, 
and Maa Naina Devi.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi chaired a meeting at his 
residence on Friday amid the 
rising tension between India 
and Pakistan.

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval, Chief 
of Defence Staff Gen Anil 
Chauhan, Air Chief Marshal 
AP Singh, Army chief Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi, and 
Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh 
K Tripathi were among those 
present in the meeting.

Earlier in the day, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
conducted a review of the 
current security situation. 
The review was held a day 
after Pakistan sought to tar-
get Indian cities and civilian 
infrastructure, in addition 
to some military targets. 
The attacks were effectively 
repelled by Indian Defence 
Forces.

The meeting was attended 
by the country’s top security 
brass and Defence Secretary 
RK Singh was also present.

Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri condemned Pakistan’s 
“provocative and escalatory 
actions” and said Indian 
Armed Forces responded 
appropriately.

“These provocative and 
escalatory actions taken by 
Pakistan last night were 
targeted at Indian cities and 
civilian infrastructure in ad-
dition to military establish-
ments. Indian armed forces 
responded proportionately, 
adequately, and responsi-
bly... The official and bla-
tantly farsical denial of these 

attacks that Pakistan carried 
out, by the Pakistani state 
machinery is another exam-
ple of their duplicity and the 
new depths they are plumb-
ing to,” Misri said. 

The Indian Army said, 
“Pakistan Armed Forces 
launched multiple attacks 
using drones and other 
munitions along entire 
Western Border on the in-
tervening night of 08 and 
09 May 2025. Pak troops 
also resorted to numerous 
cease fire violations (CFVs) 
along the Line of Control in 
Jammu and Kashmir. The 
drone attacks were effec-
tively repulsed and befitting 
reply was given to the CFVs. 
Indian Army remains com-
mitted to safeguarding the 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the Nation. All 

nefarious designs will be re-
sponded with force.”

The indigenously devel-
oped Akash surface-to-air 
missile air defence system 
has played a crucial role in 
thwarting Pakistani drone 
attacks targeting Indian as-
sets on Thursday, according 
to defence officials. Officials 
added that both the Indian 
Army and Air Force have 
deployed the missile system 
along the Pakistan border.

“The Made in India Akash 
surface-to-air missile air 
defence system has been ef-
fectively used by the Indian 
armed forces in foiling Paki-
stani attacks towards In-
dian targets. Both the Indian 
Army and Air Force have the 
missile system all along the 
Pakistan border,” a defence 
official stated.

In a major security operation along the 
India-Pakistan border, the Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) thwarted a significant 
infiltration attempt in the Samba Sector 
of the Jammu Frontier early Friday and 
neutralised seven terrorists.

The BSF confirmed the input through 
a statement pointing out that the infiltra-
tion bid was noticed during the interven-
ing night of May 8 and 9.

According to BSF, a large group of ter-
rorists attempted to cross into Indian 
territory under the cover of fire provided 
by Pakistan Rangers from the Dhandhar 
post.

However, the force said, the attempt 
was promptly detected by the BSF’s ad-
vanced surveillance grid.

“Acting swiftly, alert BSF troops en-
gaged the infiltrators in a fierce exchange 
of fire. In the ensuing gunfight, at least 
seven terrorists were neutralised,” said 
the BSF.

Additionally, retaliatory action by BSF 
caused extensive damage to the Dhand-
har post.

The BSF, which is mandated to guard 
the 3,323 km India-Pakistan border, also 
issued a Hand-Held Thermal Imager 
(HHTI) clip of the destruction of the 
Pakistani Post Dhandhar.

The action came a day after Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah held discus-
sions with the Director Generals of all 
border guarding forces and reviewed the 
current security situation along India’s 
borders.

The meeting was aimed at assessing 
preparedness and operational readi-
ness in light of recent developments, as 
Pakistan on Thursday night launched 
a significant missile and drone attack 
targeting India’s Jammu region and Ra-
jasthan, including Satwari, Samba, RS 
Pura, Arnia, and Jaisalmer. However, all 
missiles were intercepted and blocked by 
air defence units, and no major damage 
was reported.

In a specific talk with the Border Secu-
rity Force DG, the Home Minister had 
also taken stock of the situation in the 
border areas and the preparedness of 
the border guarding force.

The BSF’s fresh action followed addi-
tional explosions reported on Thursday 
night in Jammu and Jaisalmer, prompt-
ing air-raid sirens and civilian evacua-
tions in border areas.

The Pakistani attack followed India’s 
“Operation Sindoor” on May 7, wherein 
Indian forces conducted missile strikes 
on nine locations in Pakistan and Pak-
istan-Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 

PM chairs meet with Rajnath, NSA, CDS, 
service chiefs

BSF foils infiltration bid, kills seven 
terrorists in Samba sector

Sirens sounded in Tricity, schools, colleges shut

India says Pak used civil airlines as a shield
Pak drone hits residential areas in Punjab
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The Punjab-Haryana wa-
ter dispute took a dramatic 
turn on Friday when the 
Punjab and Haryana High 
Court heard a contempt 
petition filed by the Bhakra 
Beas Management Board 
(BBMB) against the Punjab 
government. During the 
nearly hour-long hearing, 
Punjab’s legal team flatly 
refused to comply with the 
court’s earlier directives, 
arguing that the High Court 
has no authority to issue or-
ders on water distribution. 

The defiance prompted 
Chief Justice Sheel Nagu to 
abruptly leave the court-
room, warning, “Now wait 
and watch for our orders,” 
before reportedly moving 
to his chambers to draft a 
formal ruling.

The dispute centres on 
Punjab’s control over the 
Bhakra Nangal Dam and 
the Lohar control room, 
where earlier court orders 
had directed the Punjab 
government to keep police 
away from daily opera-
tions while permitting in-
creased security if needed. 
The state was also expect-
ed to comply with direc-
tions issued during a May 
2 meeting chaired by the 
Union Home Secretary, 

or else present its objec-
tions to the Centre via the 
BBMB chairman rather 
than block operations.

The conflict escalated 
when BBMB Chairman 
Manoj Tripathi visited 
Nangal, only to be sur-
rounded by Punjab Edu-
cation Minister Harjot 
Singh Bains, AAP work-
ers, and local leaders. The 
group locked the main gate 
of Sutlej Sadan, effectively 
detaining the chairman in-
side. Protestors gathered 
outside, raising slogans 
against the BBMB and 
the central government. 
Punjab Irrigation Minister 
Virender Goel and Cham-
kaur Sahib MLA Charanjit 
Singh Channi also reached 
the scene, intensifying the 
political standoff.

BBMB filed the contempt 
petition yesterday, assert-
ing that Punjab’s actions 

amount to outright defi-
ance of High Court orders. 
The board also informed 
the court about the hostile 
treatment of its chairman. 
This comes after two ear-
lier petitions — one filed 
by Advocate Ravindra 
Dhul and another by the 
Fatehabad gram panchay-
at — sought the removal 
of Punjab police from the 
dam and demanded Hary-
ana receive 8,500 cusecs 
of water as decided in a re-
cent BBMB meeting. The 
petitioners emphasized 
that water from Bhakra 
is essential not only for 
Haryana but also for Pun-
jab, Rajasthan, and Delhi.

Meanwhile, during a 
special Punjab Assembly 
session, Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann declared 
that although Punjab is 
currently supplying wa-
ter to Haryana, it may 

soon stop altogether. He 
firmly rejected Haryana 
Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini’s allegations 
that blocking water to 
Haryana was sending it to 
Pakistan, asserting, “Not 
a single drop is going to 
Pakistan.” The Punjab 
Assembly passed six res-
olutions supporting the 
state’s position.

In response, Haryana 
Chief Minister Nayab 
Saini condemned Punjab’s 
move as unconstitutional 
and against India’s federal 
framework. 

He called on Punjab to 
release Haryana’s drink-
ing water immediately 
and unconditionally, 
stressing that the BBMB 
is a statutory body under 
central government con-
trol. Saini criticized Pun-
jab’s stand, stating, “They 
don’t respect the Constitu-
tion or the judiciary.”

With the High Court 
now preparing its next 
steps and Punjab openly 
defiant, the legal and po-
litical confrontation has 
intensified. The Chief Jus-
tice’s warning signals that 
strong judicial orders are 
likely in the coming days, 
setting the stage for a de-
cisive chapter in the long-
standing water dispute.

Punjab govt defies HC on 
water sharing; Chief Justice 
warns of stern action
Tdg neTwork
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the tactics used by Hamas, 
sources said all “cheap” 
rockets directed at the Jam-
mu region were intercepted 
and neutralised by air de-
fence units.

The missiles were aimed 
at key locations, including 
Satwari (Jammu airport), 

Samba, RS Pura, and Arnia.
A sudden power outage 

had plunged Jammu city 
into darkness following 
two loud explosions, likely 
resulting from the intercep-
tion of the intruding drones. 
Immediately after, sirens 
were blared throughout the 
city, alerting residents to 

seek shelter. The aerial ob-
jects had attempted to strike 
the strategic Jammu airport 
and its surrounding areas, 
which house the army, air 
force, and paramilitary in-
stallations.

Tension between the two 
neighbours soared after 
the Indian Armed Forces 

on Wednesday conducted 
precision strikes targeting 
terror launchpads in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK) in response 
to the April 22 attack by ter-
rorists in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Pahalgam in which 
26 people, mostly tourists, 
were killed.

near IB between India and 
Pakistan,” she said.

During the briefing the 
Wing Commander showed 
the data of the application 
flight radar 24 during a 
high air defence alert situ-
ation in the Punjab sector.

Singh pointed out that 
while India’s airspace was 
closed due to the height-
ened alert, Pakistan al-
lowed civil airlines to 
continue flying, including 
those on the Karachi-La-
hore route.

“As you have seen, the 
airspace on the Indian side 
is absolutely devoid of civil 
air traffic due to our de-
clared closure. However, 
there are civil airlines fly-
ing the air route between 
Karachi and Lahore...Indi-
an Air force demonstrated 
considerable restraint in 
its response thus ensuring 
safety of international civil 
carriers,” she said.

Further, she also higlight-
ed that, in response to the 
Pakistani attack, armed 
drones were launched 
at four air defence sites 
in Pakistan. One of the 

drones was able to destroy 
an Air Defence radar on 
Thursday.

Citing Pakistan’s attack 
on Indian Army on the 
night of May 7 and 8, she 
stated, “Pakistan also car-
ried out artillery shelling 
across the line of control 
using heavy-calibre ar-
tillery guns and armed 
drones... which resulted 
in some losses and injuries 
to Indian army personnel. 
Pakistan army also suf-
fered major losses in Indi-
an retaliatory fire.”

Meanwhile, Colonel So-
fiya Qureshi revealed that, 
in a major escalation along 
India’s western front, the 
Pakistani army carried out 
multiple airspace viola-
tions and drone intrusions 
on the night of May 7 and 
8, targeting Indian military 
infrastructure.

Colonel Sofiya Qureshi 
said during the press brief-
ing, “On the night of May 7 
and 8, the Pakistani army 
violated Indian airspace 
several times over the en-
tire western border to tar-
get military infrastructure. 
Not only this, the Pakistani 
army also fired heavy-cali-

bre weapons along the Line 
of Control. Around 300 to 
400 drones were used to 
attempt infiltration at 36 
locations.”She added, “The 
Indian armed forces shot 
down many of these drones 
using kinetic and non-ki-
netic means. The possible 
purpose of such large-scale 
aerial intrusions was to 
test air defence systems 
and collect intelligence. 
Forensic investigation of 
the wreckage of the drones 
is being done. Initial re-
ports suggest that they are 
Turkish Asisguard Songar 
drones...”

Escalating its tensions 
with India, Pakistan target-
ed Jammu using Hamas-
style missiles to target mul-
tiple areas on Thursday, 
defence sources had said.

The sources said the at-
tack resembled a Hamas-
style operation in Israel, 
where multiple cheap 
rockets were used to target 
cities.

Pakistan’s attempted re-
taliation came in the wake 
of India’s Operation Sin-
door, where the Indian 
armed forces targeted nine 
terror infrastructures in 
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir on 
Wednesday.

The operation was a di-
rect response to the April 
22 Pahalgam terror attack.

Earlier on Thursday, the 
Indian Army had shot 
down more than 50 Paki-
stani drones during a large-
scale counter-drone op-
eration along the LoC and 
International Borders (IB), 
sources said.

The Indian Armed Forces 
also successfully neutral-
ised Pakistan military’s 
attempts at a large-scale 
drone and missile attack 
on multiple Indian military 
installations across North-
ern and Western India dur-
ing the night of May 7-8, 
and an Air Defence system 
at Lahore was neutralised.

“The Made in India 
Akash surface-to-air 

missile air defence 
system has been 

effectively used by 
the Indian armed 

forces in foiling 
Pakistani attacks 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs a meeting with Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, NSA, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan 
and triservices chiefs, at his residence in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

the Indian Army 
had shot down more 
than 50 Pakistani 
drones during a 
large-scale counter-
drone operation 
along the LoC and IB
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Deputy Chief Whip Kewal 
Singh Pathania met Him-
achal Pradesh Chief Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
on Friday and apprised him 
about the concerns raised by 
the parents of Himachali stu-
dents studying in Jammu & 
Kashmir, mostly in Srinagar 
amid the prevailing tension 
between India and Pakistan.

He said that about 103 stu-
dents were currently pursu-
ing their studies in Jammu 
and Kashmir, and their 
families were deeply worried 
about their well-being and 

were urged to bring them 
back home safely, according 
to a release.

The Chief Minister as-
sured that the State Govern-
ment would leave no stone 
unturned in ensuring the 
safety and well-being of the 
Himachali students. He im-
mediately asked the Chief 
Secretary for prompt and co-
ordinated action to bring the 
students back home safely.

Earlier in the day, the Rev-
enue, Horticulture and Tribal 
Development Minister of Hi-
machal Pradesh, Jagat Singh 
Negi, said that the state is fully 
prepared for internal security 

and that the current situation 
along the Indo-China border 
in Kinnaur and Lahaul-Spiti 
remains peaceful.

Speaking to the media in 
Shimla, Negi said the state 
is ready for internal secu-
rity. “Himachal Pradesh is 
ready for internal security.” 
He added that while the state 
does not share a direct border 
with Pakistan, some districts 
like Kinnaur and Lahaul-Spiti 
border China, and currently, 
there is no tension in those 
regions.

“Everything is peaceful. 
We hope it remains peace-
ful in the future as well,” he 

said. Negi noted that all small 
hydro power projects in Kin-
naur district have security 
deployed, and arrangements 
for their protection have been 
made.

“We do not have many large 
dams in Himachal. The only 
major dam is Bhakra. In Kin-
naur, there are several small 
hydro power projects which 
naturally require protection,” 
he said. Pakistan on Thurs-
day night launched a series 
of coordinated drone and 
missile attacks along India’s 
western border, targeting re-
gions in Jammu and Kashmir 
and Rajasthan. 

Multiple residential build-
ings were damaged in 
the region of Kupwara, 
Poonch, and Rajouri sec-
tors of Jammu in the cross 
border shelling by Paki-
stan last night. Visuals 
from Kupwara and Poonch 
showed residential build-
ing affected in the attack.

A local, whose house was 
damaged by Paksitan shell-
ing in Poonch, said “”I can’t 
understand what Pakistan 
thinks and does. This is not 
humanity. If Pakistan won’t 
understand now, then what 
will it? If it weren’t for our 
Armed Forces, we wouldn’t 
have been able to sleep 
peacefully at night,”

Additionally, a Hanuman 
Temple in Poonch was also 
damaged in the shelling last 
night.

A local criticisied Paksi-
tan for targeting religious 
places, “Pakistan army is 
targeting religious places in 
poonch, gurudwara, masa-
jid, temples, this is very bad 
he said we are stand with 
Indian army and govern-
ment of India,” he said.

Additionally, Residents 
of Rajouri living along the 
LOC have started mov-
ing to safer areas after 
heavy cross-border shell-
ing by Pakistan. A local 

resident said, “”Last night 
when the shelling took 
place, around 200 of us 
were hidden in a bunker. 
There was an atmosphere 
of fear. Many houses were 
also damaged. This is why 
people have started mov-
ing to safer places. Some 
people moved away in the 
morning, some are wait-
ing for vehicles to move 
out... Many people are still 
here... Shelling went on all 
night... Children were very 
scared... Our houses have 
been destroyed and cattle 
have died, while some are 
being left behind.”

Another local said that 
the shelling went on from 
9 pm yesterday to 6 am 
today in which couple of 
houses and vehicles have 
been damaged. “Shelling 
went on from 9 pm yester-
day to 6 am today. A couple 
of houses and vehicles have 
been damaged. We spent 
the night in a bunker with 
around 200 others. We 
have nowhere to go. The 

government has sent a bus 
for us so we are leaving, 
but we don’t know where 
to go... Civilians were tar-
geted by Pakistan,” he said.

Pakistan on Thursday 
night launched a series of 
coordinated drone and 
missile attacks along In-
dia’s western border, tar-
geting regions in Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Rajast-
han. According to Indian 
defense officials, the attacks 
were largely intercepted by 
India’s air defense systems, 
including the S-400 mis-
sile defense system, pre-
venting significant damage.

This comes after India 
conducted Operation Sin-
door earlier this week, 
which targeted terrorist 
camps in Pakistan follow-
ing a deadly terrorist attack 
in Kashmir that killed 26 
tourists on April 22.

The situation remains 
volatile, with international 
calls for restraint and dip-
lomatic engagement to pre-
vent further escalation.
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Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on Friday directed 
all the Deputy Commis-
sioners (DCs) and Superin-
tendents of Police (SPs) to 
stay vigilant in view of the 
latest cross-border tensions 
escalating between India 
and Pakistan.

While presiding over a 
high-level meeting here 
today, the Chief Minister 
took detailed feedback from 

all DCS and SPS regarding 
the prevailing condition in 
their respective districts, 
according to a release.

“There is no need to panic 
as such, but you all should 
remain cautious and watch-
ful at all levels”, stated the 
Chief Minister.

He said that the essential 
government offices, includ-
ing the Chief Minister’s of-
fice, Office of Chief Secre-
tary, and Control Rooms 
with essential staff, will re-
main operational across the 
state during the upcoming 

three holidays.
The release stated that the 

Chief Minister hoped that 
the district administration 
adjoining inter-state bor-
ders would immediately 
take necessary measures 
as and when warned by 
the sound of sirens, partic-
ularly in Pathankot, Chan-
digarh, and Jammu and 
Kashmir, in case of possible 
escalation of tension.

He directed that all adhere 
to the instructions of the 
Union Government and the 
State Government to ensure 

the safety of the people.
He also directed ensuring 

adequate security around 
vital installations, includ-
ing religious places, air-
ports, dams, and bridges. 
He also instructed to con-
duct regular mock drills 
in accordance with the ad-
visories of the Union Gov-
ernment. He also assured 
us that he would extend 
full support in strengthen-
ing the Control Rooms es-
tablished across the State.

CM Sukhu extended 
solidarity with the Indian 

Armed Forces and the 
Union Government, further 
commending the action of 
our armed forces for giving 
a befitting reply to the Paki-
stani failed intrusion.

“We are proud of our 
brave hearts and action 
being taken by our Armed 
forces in safeguarding the 
Nation,” he remarked. The 
Chief Minister also urged 
the people of the State to 
rely on the official informa-
tion and not be swayed by 
the rumours or fake news.

Principal Advisor Media 

to Chief Minister Naresh 
Chauhan, Chief Secretary 
Prabodh Saxena, Direc-
tor General of Police Dr 
Atul Verma, Additional 
Chief Secretaries KK Pant, 
Onkar Chand Sharma and 
RD Nazeem, Principal Sec-
retary Finance Devesh Ku-
mar, Secretaries Abhishek 
Jain and Rakesh Kanwar 
attended the meeting at 
Shimla while Deputy Com-
missioners and Superin-
tendent of Police of all the 
districts joined the meeting 
virtually.

The Revenue, Horticul-
ture and Tribal Develop-
ment Minister of Himachal 
Pradesh, Jagat Singh Negi 
on Friday said that the state 
is fully prepared for internal 
security and that the current 
situation along the Indo-
China border in Kinnaur 
and Lahaul-Spiti remains 
peaceful.

Speaking to the media in 
Shimla, Negi said that the 
state is ready for internal se-
curity. “Himachal Pradesh is 
ready for internal security.” 
He added that while the 

state does not share a direct 
border with Pakistan, some 
districts like Kinnaur and 
Lahaul-Spiti border China, 
and currently, there is no 
tension in those regions.

“Everything is peaceful. 
We hope it remains peace-
ful in the future as well,” 
he said. Negi noted that all 

small hydro power projects 
in Kinnaur district have 
security deployed, and ar-
rangements for their protec-
tion have been made.

“We do not have many 
large dams in Himachal. 
The only major dam is 
Bhakra. In Kinnaur, there 
are several small hydro 
power projects which natu-
rally require protection,” he 
said.

While referring to recent 
developments along the 
Pakistan border, Negi ex-
pressed concern over the 
casualties reported there. 
“Given the recent incidents 
along the Pakistan border, 

it is natural to feel alarmed. 
The casualties reported are 
worrying. We will know in 
the coming days what kind 
of situation develops and to 
what extent the set targets 
can be achieved,” he said.

He further emphasized 
that although Himachal 
does not share a direct 
boundary with Pakistan, 
its proximity to the China 
border requires caution.

“If we look at the China 
border, especially our Kin-
naur region, not a single un-
toward incident has taken 
place till date. We hope that 
no such incident happens in 
the future either,” he said.

Following the launch of 
Operation Sindoor on May 
7, India’s integrated air de-
fence network successfully 
intercepted every missile 
and drone Pakistan de-
ployed against military in-
stallations across northern 
and western India, accord-
ing to highly placed sources.

Sources confirmed that 
S-400 Triumph batteries, 
Barak-8 and Akash sur-
face-to-air missile systems, 
and DRDO-developed anti-
drone technologies were all 
mobilised to repel the of-
fensive. “Not a single hostile 

missile reached its intended 
target,” an official said, un-
derscoring the robustness 
of India’s layered defence 
architecture.

In response to the Pahal-
gam terror attack, Indian 
forces had carried out pre-
cision strikes on Jaish-e-
Mohammad strongholds 
in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, includ-
ing Bahawalpur. Pakistan 
retaliated overnight on May 
7–8 by launching drone and 
missile attacks aimed at bas-
es in Awantipora, Srinagar, 
Jammu, Pathankot, Amrit-
sar, Jalandhar, Ludhiana, 
and several other locations.

“The coordinated deploy-

ment of our air defence as-
sets ensured a swift and 
seamless response,” the 
source added. “This op-
eration highlights the syn-
ergy among our strategic 
weapons, medium-range 
systems, and indigenous 
counter-drone capabilities.”

Defence analysts say the 
exercise demonstrated not 
only the accuracy of India’s 
strike options but also the 
maturity of its defensive 
posture. By neutralising 
every incoming threat, In-
dia sent a clear message of 
deterrence: any aggression 
will be met with both preci-
sion strikes and impenetra-
ble defensive measures.

India’s advanced air defence 
systems neutralise all Pakistani 
missiles and drones

Residential buildings across Kupwara, 
Poonch damaged in cross-border shelling

Himachal CM directs all DCs, SPs to remain vigilant amid escalating tensions

With airports shut due to security concerns, CM travelled by road early in the morning.
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CM directs to coordinate with J&K govt for 
safe evacuation of Himachali students 

HP fully prepared for internal security; no 
tension on China border: Jagat 

Amid heightened 
tensions along the 
border, drone at-

tacks in Jammu, and in-
tense cross-border shelling, 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
rushed to Jammu on Thurs-
day to assess the evolving 
situation and oversee relief 
efforts. With airports shut 
due to security concerns, the 
Chief Minister travelled by 
road early in the morning.

Upon arrival, Abdullah 
visited multiple relief camps 
and lodgement centres 
in the Jammu and Samba 
districts, including those 
at Mishriwala, Nagbani, 
Bishnah, and Thandi Khui. 
These centres have been es-
tablished to shelter civilians 
evacuated from vulnerable 
border areas.

Accompanied by his Ad-
visor Nasir Aslam Wani, 
Minister for Food, Civil Sup-
plies and Consumer Affairs 
Satish Sharma, and senior 
officials, the Chief Minister 
personally interacted with 
displaced families and re-
viewed the availability of 

food, shelter, medical aid, 
and other essential services.

“All efforts shall be made 
to ensure that all necessities 
are provided to the people 
during this difficult time,” 
Abdullah assured, direct-
ing the administration to 
remain alert and responsive 
to emerging needs.

In light of large-scale civil-
ian displacement caused by 
continued hostilities, the 
government has established 
multiple relief camps across 
the affected border districts.

The Chief Minister also 
held high-level discussions 
with senior district officers 
to take stock of the ground 

situation and ongoing relief 
measures, reiterating the 
government’s unwavering 
commitment to the safety 
and welfare of all citizens.

Expressing deep sor-
row over the loss of civil-
ian lives—particularly in 
Poonch district, which has 
seen the highest number of 

casualties—Abdullah said 
the injured are being treat-
ed at Government Medi-
cal College Jammu, while 
critically wounded patients 
have been referred to Chan-
digarh for specialized care.

The Chief Minister also 
praised the armed forces 
for their swift and effective 
response to cross-border 
attacks launched from 
Pakistan across various 
locations in both Jammu 
and Kashmir divisions last 
night.

“Our security mecha-
nisms responded with com-
mendable speed and preci-
sion, ensuring the defense 
of all targeted areas,” he 
stated. “If innocent people 
of ours are harmed, the na-
tion reserves every right to 
defend itself. It is Pakistan 
that must end aggression 
if peace is to prevail. Con-
tinued offensives will be 
met with proportionate re-
sponse—our forces are fully 
capable and ready.”

Here are **5 key pointers** 
summarizing the situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
and CM Omar Abdullah’s 
response:

CM OMar visits relief CaMps in JaMMu 
aMid esCalating bOrder tensiOns 
AjAy jANDyAl
Jammu

AjAy jAndyAl
New Delhi 
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Police urges blackout 
protocol compliance, 
markets shut in Jammu

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Police on Friday made an-
nouncements urging resi-
dents to follow blackout 
protocols and respond 
promptly to sirens amid 
heightened tensions in the 
region. As a precautionary 
measure, markets in Jammu 
City have begun closing op-
erations.

The citizens are requested 
to follow the advisories and 
cooperate with the authori-
ties to ensure their safety. 
Multiple residential build-
ings were damaged in the 
region of Kupwara, Poonch, 
and Rajouri sectors of 
Jammu in the cross-border 
shelling by Pakistan on 

Thursday. In a series of co-
ordinated drone and missile 
strikes, Pakistan, on Thurs-
day night, targeted multiple 
locations across Jammu and 
Kashmir and Rajasthan. Ac-
cording to Indian defence 
officials, the majority of the 
attacks were intercepted 
by India’s advanced air de-
fence systems, including 
the S-400 missile defence 
system, averting any signifi-
cant damage. These attacks 
are a response to Operation 
Sindoor, a recent Indian mil-
itary offensive that targeted 
terrorist camps and infra-
structure inside Pakistan. 
The operation followed a 
deadly terrorist attack in 
Kashmir on April 22, which 
killed 26 tourists.

tdg network
Jammu 

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha today toured villages 
in the Uri sector hit by three 
nights of unprovoked Paki-
stani shelling, affirming that 
the Indian Army’s morale 
remains “very high” and 
civilians will face no incon-
venience under his admin-
istration.

“I went to border villages 
that suffered losses,” Sinha 
told reporters in Baram-
ulla. “Attempts were made 
to attack, but our forces 
are ready to deal with any 
situation.” He assured that 

ex-gratia grants have been 
sanctioned for the families 
of the deceased and the in-
jured, whose treatment and 
recovery are being closely 
monitored.

Highlighting the need for 
improved civilian protec-
tion, the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor announced plans to 
construct additional safety 
bunkers in the coming days. 
“The injured are stable and 
will be discharged soon,” he 
said after visiting patients in 
the Uri sector.

Commending the sol-
diers he met in Uri, Sinha 
observed, “The nation has 
always been proud of you. 

Whenever the country has 
faced challenges, you have 
rendered supreme sacri-
fice.”

 He underscored the ad-
ministration’s directive to 
district authorities to ensure 
immediate relief, safety, and 
security for affected families 
in Lagama, Gingal, and oth-
er border hamlets.

In a post on X, Sinha re-
iterated his commitment: 
“I’ve directed the district 
administration to provide 
immediate relief to the af-
fected families and ensure 
their safety and security. 
The nation stands strong 
with them.”

LG visits Uri villages, praises 
Army morale, promises relief 
to shelling victims
AjAy jAndyAl
SriNagar   

A local criticisied Paksitan for targeting 
religious places, “Pakistan army is 

targeting religious places in poonch, 
gurudwara, masajid, temples, this is very 
bad he said we are stand with Indian army 

and government of India,” he said.

Mobilized

nAbdullah conducted meetings with senior officials to coordinate ongoing relief 
efforts and ensure administrative responsiveness to the crisis.

n  He expressed grief over civilian deaths, especially in Poonch, and ensured 
the injured received treatment in Jammu and specialized care in Chandigarh.

n Commending the armed forces, the CM warned Pakistan that continued 
aggression will face a proportionate response, emphasizing India’s right to 
self-defense.



In a quick and measured 
reaction to the recent ter-
ror strike in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Pahalgam, the 
Indian Army has initiated 
targeted attacks across the 
Line of Control (Loc) with 
Anti-Tank Guided Missiles 
(ATGMS). The attacks, de-
fence sources said on Friday, 
destroyed several Pakistani 
military outposts, escalat-
ing an already tense border 
situation.

Why the Retalia-
tion Was sWift and 
PRecise
The Army deployment of 
ATGMS followed a matter 
of days after 26 civilians 
were butchered in one of 
the worst Kashmir attacks 
in more than two decades. 
The airstrikes are being con-
ducted as part of an ongoing 
operational campaign. The 
strike included air attacks 
under Operation Sindoor 
that bombed terror camps 
across Pakistan and Pok.

Official sources also at-
tested to the fact that India 
successfully downed more 
than 50 drones en route to 
sensitive military installa-
tions at Jammu, Pathankot, 
and Udhampur.

What aRe atGMs 
and Why do they 
MatteR?
Anti-tank guided Missiles 
are specifically made to 
blow up heavily armoured 
vehicles, especially tanks. 
In contrast to previous 
systems, these missiles are 
“guided,” which means 

that they can target some-
thing and course-correct 
during the air. This greatly 
enhances accuracy and en-
ables soldiers to attack from 
a safe distance.

ATGMS can be fired from 
many different platforms 
— shoulder firings, tripods, 
vehicles, or aircraft. Their 
versatility and accuracy 
have made them imperative 
in defensive and offensive 
military tactics.

hoW atGMs WoRK
ATGMS depend mostly on 
a shaped charge — a con-
centrated explosive that 
can penetrate thick tank 
armour. 
Newer versions employ 
tandem warheads. The ini-
tial blast destroys protective 

systems such as explosive 
reactive armour (ERA), and 
the second enters the tank’s 
core.

A few systems provide a 
‘top-attack’ option, attack-
ing a tank’s thinner upper 
armour. Others are fitted 
with dual-mode seekers 
that enhance target track-
ing, even in sophisticated 
combat conditions.

can tanKs defend 
theMselves?
Tanks are not complete-
ly defenceless against 
ATGMS. Some employ slat 
armour or reactive plates 
that initiate premature deto-
nation of incoming missiles. 
Advanced defence systems 
such as Israel’s Trophy are 
even capable of intercept-

ing ATGMS mid-air. Tanks 
also employ smokescreens 
or fire-and-forget options 
to come out of these engage-
ments alive.

But as India’s retaliation 
indicates, even the most 
sophisticated tank defence 
mechanisms are being 
tested by the increasing ac-
curacy and range of latest-
generation ATGMs.

Global sPRead and 
futuRe outlooK
ATGMS are currently in 
operation in more than 130 
countries and have become 
a standard element in such 
conflicts as the Russia-
Ukraine war. 
India’s recent employment 
serves to highlight not only 
the missile’s tactical value 
but also the evolving nature 
of combat engagement.

As with the Indian Army 
indicating its preparedness 
and capability to counter 
any provocation, the em-
ployment of ATGMS gives 
a stark message — the coun-
try will never shy away from 
protecting its sovereignty 
using precise firepower.

Disillusionment is gripping 
Britain. From rising living 
costs and an overburdened 
welfare system to a crisis in 
immigration and asylum, 
voters across the politi-
cal spectrum are growing 
tired of empty promises 
and flashy announcements. 
There is a growing demand 
for competence, fairness, 
and real results—especially 
in how the country treats 
the most vulnerable, includ-
ing asylum seekers. But as 
the Labour Party prepares 
for government, it appears 
to be doubling down on pu-
nitive immigration rhetoric, 
aligning itself more closely 
with the Conservatives and 
Reform UK in tone if not al-
ways in substance.

Rather than focusing on 
practical solutions or sys-
temic reforms, Labour is 
increasingly adopting the 
politics of spectacle—lean-
ing into dramatic deporta-
tion videos and pledges to 
send failed asylum seekers 
to “return hubs” in coun-
tries like Albania. An up-
coming immigration white 
paper is expected to outline 
even tougher policies, in-
cluding stricter English-
language requirements and 
a crackdown on interna-
tional students who claim 
asylum. While these moves 
may capture headlines, their 
impact on the asylum sys-
tem—and on the daily lives 
of British citizens—is likely 
to be negligible.

PlayinG to RefoRM 
voteRs
Labour’s strategy is clearly 

aimed at attracting voters 
who might otherwise back 
Reform UK, the right-wing 
populist party that’s made 
immigration a cornerstone 
issue. But there’s a flaw in 
this logic. As much as Re-
form voters may respond 
emotionally to tough talk, 
they—like most of the elec-
torate—ultimately want pol-
icies that work. They want 
to see fewer boats crossing 
the Channel, fewer asylum 
seekers in hotels, and a 
greater sense of control over 
borders. What they’re not 
looking for is more rhetoric 
or symbolic measures that 
fail to produce tangible re-
sults.

cuRRent Policies & 
asyluM seeKeRs
The raft of new policies 
being proposed—target-
ing international students, 
introducing more hurdles 
to settlement, and publi-
cizing deportations—are 
unlikely to deter asylum 
seekers. Those fleeing war, 
persecution, or societal col-
lapse do not make finely 
calculated decisions based 
on the latest Home Office 
press release. Research and 
on-the-ground experience 
from organizations like the 
Refugee Council show that 

people seeking asylum are 
influenced by far more fun-
damental factors: family 
connections, historical ties 
to the UK, and the language 
advantage of English. Brit-
ain’s colonial past also cre-
ates a cultural and linguistic 
affinity that naturally draws 
people from many former 
colonies.

heaRt of the  
PRobleM
Perhaps the most visible 
sign of a broken asylum sys-
tem is the widespread use of 
hotels to house claimants. 
This isn’t just an immigra-
tion issue—it’s a housing 
crisis. Councils across the 
UK are buckling under the 
pressure of rising homeless-
ness, spiraling temporary 
accommodation costs, and 
the absence of affordable 
housing. The asylum hous-
ing problem is just one facet 
of a much broader failure in 
housing policy.

RethinKinG chan-
nel cRossinGs
The public’s concern over 
small boats crossing the 
Channel is legitimate. It’s a 
visible, emotionally charged 
issue that taps into deeper 
anxieties about control 
and security. But again, the 

response has been more 
about optics than effective-
ness. Plans to “smash the 
gangs” of people smugglers 
dominate the headlines, but 
they offer little in the way of 
comprehensive strategy.

neW voteR-aliGned 
Policy
If Labour wants to rebuild 
public trust and prove itself 
as a party of serious gov-
ernment, it must shift away 
from reactive, headline-
driven policymaking. The 
public doesn’t need more 
deportation footage or pop-
ulist soundbites. They need 
thoughtful, evidence-based 
policies that deal with root 
causes, not just symptoms.
Asylum policy cannot be 
solved through deterrence 
alone. It requires housing 
reform, international coop-
eration, and legal migration 
channels. 
These are not just humani-
tarian imperatives—they 
are practical ones. When 
voters see real progress in 
their communities—fewer 
hotels filled with asylum 
seekers, fewer boats on the 
Channel, and less strain on 
council resources—they will 
reward competence, not just 
toughness.

faiRness oveR feaR
Labour has a clear choice 
to make as it inches toward 
power. It can continue down 
a path shaped by fear and 
media sensationalism, try-
ing to outflank the right by 
being equally harsh on asy-
lum seekers. Or it can chart 
a different course—one that 
puts fairness, pragmatism, 
and results at the center of 
its approach.

India’s indigenously de-
veloped Akash surface-
to-air missile system 

played a key role in stopping 
a large-scale drone and mis-
sile attack by Pakistan. Ac-
cording to defence officials, 
the Indian Army and Air 
Force used this system ef-
fectively during the night 
of May 8 and 9 to protect 
military positions near the 
Western border and Line of 
Control (LoC) in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

What is the aKash 
Missile systeM?
The Akash missile is a 
medium-range air defence 
system made in India. The 
Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation 
(DRDO) designed and de-
veloped it. This missile is 
meant to shoot down enemy 
aircraft, helicopters, drones, 
and cruise missiles.

can strike aerial targets at 
a range of up to 25–30 kilo-
meters and at speeds nearly 
three times the speed of 
sound (Mach 2.5). This 
makes it a reliable shield for 
important military locations 
and formations.

hoW does the aKash 
systeM WoRK?
The Akash system uses a 
multi-target tracking radar 
and command-guidance 
mechanism. The ground 
radar locks onto the target 
and sends instructions to 
the missile mid-flight. This 
helps the missile make real-

time adjustments and en-
sures it hits moving aerial 
threats.
The system includes:
n A 3D Central Acquisition 
Radar (CAR) to scan for 
threats
n A Battery Level Radar 
(Rajendra) for target track-
ing and guidance
n Launchers mounted on 
vehicles for mobility
n A Command and Control 
Centre for real-time threat 
analysis

This setup allows Akash 
to detect, track, and destroy 
multiple targets from differ-
ent directions at the same 
time.

Key Features of the Akash 
Missile System
n All-weather capability: 
Works in rain, fog, and dust
n Mobility: Easy to deploy 
in rough terrains and battle-
field conditions
n Multiple engagements: 
Can shoot down more than 

one target at once
n Flexible operation: Can 
work alone or with other 
systems
n Indigenous design: 96% 
of the components are made 
in India
n High agility: Can respond 
to fast and low-flying threats

hoW it Was used 
aGainst PaKistan’s 
dRone attacK
During the night of May 8 
and 9, Pakistan launched 

a series of drone attacks 
and ceasefire violations. 
These targeted areas near 
the LoC and international 
border in Jammu and 
Kashmir. However, the In-
dian Army detected these 
attacks early and used the 

Akash missile system to 
intercept and destroy the 
drones mid-air.

Officials confirmed that, 
“The Made in India Akash 
surface-to-air missile air 
defence system has been 
effectively used by the In-

dian armed forces in foil-
ing Pakistani attacks.”

Additionally, mobile 
phone videos from the 
region captured bright 
lights across the night sky, 
showing successful inter-
ceptions by the Indian air 
defence units.

aRMy’s official 
stateMent
The Indian Army stated, 
“Pakistan Armed Forces 
launched multiple at-

tacks using drones and 
other munitions along the 
entire Western Border… 
The drone attacks were 
effectively repulsed and a 
befitting reply was given 
to the CFVs (ceasefire vio-
lations). Indian Army re-
mains committed to safe-
guarding the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of 
the Nation. All nefarious 
designs will be responded 
with force.”

oveR 50 dRones 
shot doWn in eaR-
lieR attacK
On the night of May 7 and 
8, Pakistan also attempted 
a massive drone and mis-
sile assault on Indian mili-
tary facilities. In response, 
India launched a strong 
counter-drone operation.

Sources told ANI that 
Indian forces shot down 
more than 50 drones. They 
also neutralised a Paki-
stani air defence system 
in Lahore as part of their 
response.

A Strong Defence with 
Indigenous Technology

The Akash missile sys-
tem has once again prov-
en its value in combat. Its 
role in protecting Indian 
military posts from a large 
Pakistani drone and mis-
sile attack highlights its 
real-time efficiency and 
reliability. 

India’s ability to develop 
and deploy such advanced 
systems shows how the 
country is becoming more 
self-reliant in defending its 
borders.
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What Is akash MIssIle systeM and Why It’s key 
to IndIa’s Border securIty agaInst drones

India’s indigenous Akash missile system has proven vital in countering aerial threats, showcasing its 
strength during recent attacks from Pakistan and boosting its global export potential.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
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What are ATGMs? The missile India 
fired at Pakistan after Pahalgam attack 

Labour’s new asylum stance: Tough 
talk, missed solutions

As tensions rise after the deadly 
Pahalgam attack, the Indian Army 

retaliated with precision strikes using 
Anti-Tank Guided Missiles (ATGMs) 

along the LoC, highlighting their 
growing role in modern warfare.
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Central Government on 
Friday empowered Chief of 
Army Staff to call out “every 
office and every enrolled 
person” of Territorial Army 
on active duty amid escalat-
ing tensions with Pakistan.

This decision came under 
the power conferred Rule 33 
of the Territorial Army Rule 
1948.

According to a notification 
from Ministry of Defence, 
the government has sanc-
tioned 14 out of the existing 
32 Infantry Battalions of the 
Territorial Army for deploy-
ment in the areas of South-
ern Command, Eastern 
Command, Western Com-
mand, Central Command, 
Northern Command, South 
Western Command, Anda-
man and Nicobar Command 
and Army.

“In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by Rule 33 of 
the Territorial Army Rule 
1948, the Central Govern-
ment empowers Chief of 
the Army Staff to exercise 
the powers under that rule 
to call out every officer and 
every enrolled person of the 
Territorial Army to provide 
for essential guard or to be 
embodied for the purpose of 
supporting or supplement-
ing the regular army to the 
extent,” the notification 
from Ministry of Defence 
stated.

“Out of the existing 32 In-
fantry Battalions (Territo-
rial Army), embodiment of 
14 Infantry Battalions (Ter-
ritorial Army) for deploy-
ment in the areas of South-
ern Command, Eastern 
Command, Western Com-
mand, Central Command, 
Northern Command, South 
Western Command, Anda-
man and Nicobar Command 

and Army,” it added.
This order will remain in 

effect for a period of three 
years, until February 2028.

Pakistan on Thursday 
night launched a series of 
coordinated drone and 
missile attacks along In-
dia’s western border, tar-
geting regions in Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Rajast-
han. According to Indian 
defense officials, the attacks 
were largely intercepted by 
India’s air defense systems, 
including the S-400 missile 
defense system, preventing 
significant damage.

This comes after India 
conducted Operation Sin-
door earlier this week, 
which targeted terrorist 
camps in Pakistan follow-
ing a deadly terrorist attack 
in Kashmir that killed 26 
tourists on April 22.

The situation remains vol-
atile, with international calls 
for restraint and diplomatic 

engagement to prevent fur-
ther escalation.

The TA, raised on October 
9, 1949, completed 75 years 
last year and has served the 
nation in times of war, and 
in humanitarian and envi-
ronmental protection works 
through its eventful journey 
over the decades.

It is fully integrated with 
the regular Army. In rec-
ognition of nation-building 
efforts and contributions 
made during war or con-
flicts, numerous individuals 
have been honoured with 
gallantry as well as distin-
guished service awards in 
the TA, a report said.

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Friday carried out 
a comprehensive review of 
the national security sce-
nario with the top military 
leadership, a day after Paki-
stan's attempts to target In-
dian military installations 
were repelled.

ironclad skies: How Modi govt 
Since the 22 April Pa-

halgam massacre, it 
was expected that In-

dia would respond to the 
Pakistan military orches-
trated terror attack with all 
its might. The confidence 
behind this expectation 
turned into reality, as it 
eventually did on the in-
tervening night of 6-7 May 
when it executed Operation 
Sindoor.

Officials told the Sunday 
Guardian that since the last 
three days, India’s military 
prowess, specifically its air 
defence and offensive ca-
pabilities have been put to 
the ultimate test in which 
it obliterated nine terrorist 
camps across Pakistan.

According to officials, 
there was no doubt that 
Pakistan would retaliate in 
order to pacify its military 
ego and the various terror-
ist groups.

However, when Paki-
stan retaliated with missile 
strikes targeting Indian 
military installations in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Pun-
jab, Rajasthan, and Gujarat, 
not a single missile reached 
its mark.

This, sources said, hap-
pened because of India’s air 
defence ecosystem, meticu-
lously built over the past 
decade under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s lead-
ership, which neutralized 
every threat with precision.

Sharing details, an official 
source said that the opera-
tion showcased a seamless 
integration of cutting-edge 
systems: the S-400 Triumf, 
Barak-8 missiles, Akash 
Surface-to-Air Missiles, 
and DRDO’s anti-drone 

technologies which formed 
an unbreachable aerial 
shield.

The Integrated Counter-
Unmanned Aerial Sys-
tem (UAS) Grid and Man 
Portable Counter Drone 
Systems (MPCDS) further 
ensured that hostile drones 
and UAVs were jammed or 
disabled before they could 
pose a threat.

This robust defence not 
only thwarted Pakistan’s 
aggression but also exposed 
the fragility of its own air 
defence systems as was re-
vealed during the 20 min-
utes of the execution of Op-
eration Sindoor in which 

the Indian Armed forces 
struck deep into Pakistani 
territory. A Chinese-sup-
plied HQ-9 air defence unit 
in Lahore was destroyed, 
and critical radar infra-
structure was crippled.

Sources revealed that 
the operation marked the 
combat debut of indig-
enously manufactured 
loitering munitions—sui-
cidal drones ordered in 
2021—that executed si-
multaneous,  pinpoint 
strikes, catching Paki-
stan’s defences off guard.

In addition, locally built 
Harop drones, alongside Ra-
fale fighter jets armed with 

SCALP and HAMMER mis-
siles, took out air defence as-
sets in Karachi and Lahore, 
showcasing India’s ability to 
project power with surgical 
accuracy. This military suc-
cess is likely to be seen and 
deciphered by experts as a 
result of a decade-long trans-
formation of India’s defence 
architecture under the Modi 
government.

Since 2014, strategic in-
vestments have fortified the 
nation’s air defence capabili-
ties which included the Rs 
35,000 crore deal for five 
S-400 Triumf squadrons, 
signed in 2018, under which 
three squadrons deployed 
along the borders with China 
and Pakistan.

Similarly, the $2.5 billion 
acquisition of Barak-8 Me-
dium-Range Surface-to-Air 
Missiles, signed with Israel 
in 2017, is now protecting 
key bases like Bhatinda. In-
digenous systems, includ-
ing Akash missile batteries 

and DRDO’s counter-drone 
technologies, have further 
strengthened India’s self-
reliance in defence.

Sources pointed out that 
the rise of Indian technology 
in modern warfare was a de-
fining feature of Operation 
Sindoor. The use of home-
grown loitering munitions 
and locally produced Harop 
drones underscored India’s 
growing expertise in preci-
sion weaponry. Combined 
with a tech-driven airspace 
defence network capable 
of detecting, jamming, and 
eliminating threats, India 
has established itself as a 
formidable force in modern 
warfare.

Operation Sindoor is not 
just a military victory—it is 
also being seen as a testa-
ment to the Modi govern-
ment’s vision of a resilient, 
multi-layered defence eco-
system. India’s skies are 
not just defended; they are 
controlled.

Centre empowers Army chief to call 
out Territorial Army in support
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi  

Family members mourn the death of Nargis, who was killed during shelling by the Pakistan 
army, at Uri in Baramulla on Friday.

ABhiNANDAN MishRA
New Delhi 

BARAK-8 missile (File photo) s-400 Triumf (File photo)

image shows Pakistani drone sighted and neutralised by the indian forces. Agencies

A man searches for his belongings amid debris after his house was damaged amid the 
ongoing military conflict between india and Pakistan, at Uri, in Baramulla district, Jammu and 
Kashmir, on Friday.

The Press Information 
Bu r e au’s  Fac t  C h e ck 
unit has debunked mis-
information circulating 
on social media, falsely 
claiming to be a video of 
a Pakistani attack on Jam-
mu.

On debunking, it was 
found that the video cir-
culating on social media, 
claiming to be a Pakistani 
attack on Jammu, was 
found to be an old video 
from Bangladesh’s Dhaka 
from February 2025.

The unit provided a link 
to a report to substantiate 
its findings, urging the 
public not to fall for the 
misinformation.

In a social media post 
on X, the official handle 
of PIB Fact Check wrote, 
“Fake News Alert! An old 
video is circulating on 
social media claiming a 
Pakistani attack on Jam-
mu. #PIBFactCheck - This 
video is originally from 
Dhaka, from February 
2025. Don’t fall for misin-
formation.”

The clarifications come 
amidst heightened ten-
sions between Indian 
and Pakistan fol low-
ing Operation Sindoor, 
where India  targeted 
nine terror infrastruc-
tures in Pakistan and 
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir  (PoK) ,  fo l lowing 
which Pakistan tried to 
retaliate with a large-
scale drone attack on 
Thursday.

Pakistan-based social 
media handles have been 
trying to deliberately 
sabotage the narrative 
from the ground reality 
by launching intense mis-

information campaigns 
amid these tensions.

The PIB Fact Check unit 
has debunked several 
such claims.

Earlier today, the PIB 
Fa c t  C h e c k  u n i t  d e -
bunked the claim that 
multiple explosions oc-
curred at the Jammu Air 
Force Base, stating that 
the viral image accom-
panying the claim was 
traced back to the Kabul 
Airport blast in August 
2021, not a recent event 
in India.

In another social media 
post, the Fact Check unit 
tackled a false narrative 
about an attack on Guja-
rat’s Hazira Port, where 
a video showing a mas-
sive fire and explosions 
was  shared  with  the 
claim that Pakistan had 

targeted the port. PIB 
Fact Check clarified that 
the footage was from an 
oil tanker explosion on 
July 7, 2021, without con-
nection to Hazira Port or 
any recent attacks.

The PIB Fact Check’s ef-
forts in debunking fake 
news and busting myths 
have  been cr ucia l  in 
maintaining public trust 
and countering attempts 
to destabilise the nation 
through misinformation 
during such times.

PIB Fact Check debunks 
false claims of Pakistani 
attack on Jammu
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

This comes after India conducted Operation 
Sindoor earlier this week, which targeted 

terrorist camps in Pakistan following 
a deadly terrorist attack in Kashmir 
that killed 26 tourists on April 22.

However, when Pakistan retaliated with 
missile strikes targeting Indian military 

installations in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, and Gujarat, not 

a single missile reached its mark.
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Amid the rising tension 
between India and Paki-
stan, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi met a group 
of armed forces veterans 
on Friday and had an 
extensive interaction on 
various issues related to 
the current situation.

The group included for-
mer Air Force, Army, and 
Navy Chiefs and other 
veterans who have exten-
sively served the country.

Earlier today, the Cen-
tral Government empow-
ered the Chief of Army 
Staff to call out “every 
office and every enrolled 
person” of the Territo-
rial Army on active duty 
amid escalating tensions 
with Pakistan.

This decision came un-
der the power conferred 
Rule 33 of the Territorial 
Army Rule 1948.

According to a notifica-
tion from the Ministry 
of Defence, the govern-
ment has sanctioned 
14 out of the existing 32 
Infantry Battalions of 
the Territorial Army for 
deployment in the areas 
of Southern Command, 
Eastern Command, 
Western Command, Cen-
tral Command, Northern 
Command, South West-
ern Command, Anda-

man and Nicobar Com-
mand, and the Army.

“In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by Rule 33 
of the Territorial Army 
Rule 1948, the Central 
Government empowers 
Chief of the Army Staff 
to exercise the powers 
under that rule to call 
out every officer and ev-
ery enrolled person of the 
Territorial Army to pro-
vide for essential guard 
or to be embodied for 
the purpose of support-
ing or supplementing 
the regular army to the 
extent,” the notification 
from Ministry of Defence 
stated.

“Out of the existing 
32 Infantry Battalions 
(Territorial Army), em-
bodiment of 14 Infantry 
Battalions (Territorial 
Army) for deployment 
in the areas of South-
ern Command, Eastern 
Command, Western 
Command, Central Com-
mand, Northern Com-
mand, South Western 
Command, Andaman 
and Nicobar Command 
and Army,” it added.

Pakistan on Thursday 
night launched a series 
of coordinated drone and 
missile attacks along In-
dia’s western border, tar-
geting regions in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Rajas-
than. 

PM Modi meets group of 
armed forces veterans
agencies
New Delhi 

In a dramatic turn of events, 
the Bathinda Army Canton-
ment, Asia’s largest mili-
tary garrison, became the 
main target of Pakistan’s 
latest cross-border aggres-
sion following India’s ‘Op-
eration Sindoor’ airstrike. 
On the night of May 8–9, 
Pakistani forces launched a 
drone attack aimed at Bath-
inda, but the Indian Army 
intercepted and destroyed 
the drone before it could in-
flict any damage. Ministry 
of External Affairs officials, 
Colonel Sophia Qureshi and 
Wing Commander Vyomika 
Singh, confirmed the inci-
dent during a press confer-
ence, praising the swift mili-

tary response.
This marks Pakistan’s 

third attack on Punjab in 
recent days, intensifying 
tensions along the border. 
Shortly after the Bathinda 
incident, Amritsar faced a 
drone strike at 5 a.m. Fri-
day, India’s advanced S-400 
defense system neutralized 
two drones — one small and 
one large — over the Khasa 
area.

In Pathankot, a late-night 
strike triggered a massive 
search operation near the 
airbase on Friday morning. 
Police recovered a bomb 
near the riverbank, forcing 
the army to evacuate the 
area. At the same time, an-
other drone was seized near 
Karoli village, where resi-

dents had reported hearing 
several explosions around 
4:30 a.m.

Bathinda’s surrounding 
villages bore the brunt of 
Thursday night’s aggres-
sion. In Tungwali, located 
in Beed Talab and Nathana 
block, fragments of Paki-
stani rockets were found 
in the fields, and the shock-
waves from the blasts shat-
tered windows, doors, and 
damaged sheds. Bathinda 
SSP Amneet Kaundal con-
firmed that army teams 
conducted on-site investi-
gations and secured the af-
fected zones.

Elsewhere, a rocket was 
recovered in Kamahi Devi, 
Hoshiarpur, and loud explo-
sions were reported around 
8:15 p.m. in Uchi Bassi, an 

area hosting an army camp.
Reacting to the mounting 

threat, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann an-
nounced that the state will 
install nine anti-drone sys-
tems across its border areas 
to bolster defenses.

Meanwhile, Faridkot ex-
perienced a 13-hour inter-
net shutdown, imposed at 
midnight to curb the spread 
of rumors, with services re-
stored by 12:45 p.m. today.

Taking no chances, the 
Punjab government has 
canceled all IAS officers’ 
leave and instructed them 
to remain at their headquar-
ters. Additionally, ten state 
ministers are set to tour the 
border regions today to as-
sess the situation firsthand.

Bathinda cantonment foils 
major Pakistani drone 
attack; Punjab on high alert
Taruni gandhi
ChaNDigarh  

an elderly Kashmiri villager, Mohammad saleem, inspects a damaged house after overnight shelling from Pakistan at gingal 
village in uri, in Baramulla district, Jammu & Kashmir, Friday, May 9, 2025

Baramulla: a man searches for his belongings amid debris after his house was damaged amid the ongoing military conflict 
between india and Pakistan, at uri, in Baramulla district, Jammu & Kashmir, Friday, May 9, 2025

transformed air defence might
Amid rising tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan, 
Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann convened 
a high-level cabinet meeting 
on Friday, which resulted in 
15 key decisions on security, 
agriculture, and industrial 
development.

The most significant deci-
sion was activating the anti-
drone system across the 
state. Ministers and MLAs 
will be stationed in the bor-
der areas to maintain secu-
rity and peace. The govern-
ment has urged the citizens 
to remain calm and assured 
that the administration is 
fully prepared and with 

them.
In addition, it has been de-

cided that the unused lands 
of the Housing Department 
will be handed over to the 
Industry Department to 
be used for industrial pur-
poses.

The cabinet also approved 
the launch of the ‘Rangla 

Punjab Fund’, encouraging 
public contributions. The 
government has assured 
that funds will be used 
transparently, and tax ex-
emptions will be provided 
by the Centre.

On the agriculture front, 
the government has de-
cided to procure maize at 

Minimum Support Price 
(MSP). Discussions are un-
derway with agencies and 
ethanol producers for pro-
curement. Farmers sow-
ing maize instead of paddy 
will receive compensation 
at the rate of Rs 17,000 per 
acre.

To combat illegal min-
ing, the state will adopt 
the mining system of IIT 
Ropar. Additionally, the 
Land Pooling Scheme will 
be implemented in various 
cities, enabling landown-
ers to access residential and 
commercial plots.

The cabinet further pro-
posed to benefit about 2,500 
employees appointed before 
2014 under the Old Pension 
Scheme (OPS).

In response to growing se-
curity concerns and pub-
lic complaints, the Mohali 
administration began in-
stalling new air raid sirens 
across key locations on Fri-
day, with 30 requisitioned 
for Kharar and 20 for Zirak-
pur and Dera Bassi.

Mohali Deputy Commis-
sioner Komal Mittal stated, 
“We are comprehensively 
augmenting the early 
warning system, with some 
sirens having a range of up 
to 15 km. The orders were 
placed yesterday, and in-
stallation is expected to be 
completed by this evening.”

Residents from Mohali 
city, Kharar, Gharuan, and 

Zirakpur had raised con-
cerns that the existing air 
raid sirens were either too 
few or simply inaudible 
across large areas. Cur-
rently, only 10 limited-range 
sirens are operational in 
Zirakpur and Dera Bassi, 
while officials have re-
frained from disclosing the 
exact number working in 
Mohali and Kharar. How-
ever, they assured that the 

system is being significantly 
strengthened today.

Most of the new sirens are 
being installed at municipal 
offices, BDPOs, and gov-
ernment buildings in Dera 
Bassi, while in Kharar, addi-
tional sirens and loudspeak-
ers are being set up at gurd-
waras and other religious 
institutions to maximize 
coverage.

Officials confirmed that 

rosters are being prepared 
to ensure these facilities are 
manned in shifts, guaran-
teeing timely activation in 
case of an emergency. “Prob-
ably due to the high popula-
tion density in these areas, 
the existing sirens were not 
effective,” they admitted.

The administration also 
acknowledged that the 
current siren network is 
operated on a standalone 
basis, with no integrated 
or synchronized system yet 
in place at the subdivision 
level. “As of now, there is no 
integrated mechanism,” an 
official revealed, highlight-
ing that future efforts would 
need to focus on creating a 
more unified early warning 
system across the region.

Punjab takes key decisions amid Indo-Pak tensions

Mohali strengthens air raid siren network 
Taruni gandhi
ChaNDigarh 

Jammu and Kashmir Minister of health and Medical education and social Welfare sakina itoo meets displaced people at a 
camp at uri, amid the ongoing military conflict between india and Pakistan, in Baramulla district.

samba: residents of 
Kandral village take 
shelter in a bunker in 
view of the ongoing 
military conflict between 
india and Pakistan, in 
samba district, Jammu 
& Kashmir, Friday, May 
9, 2025
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Residents from Mohali city, Kharar, 
Gharuan, and Zirakpur had raised 
concerns that the existing air raid 

sirens were either too few or simply 
inaudible across large areas.

Reacting to the mounting threat, 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant 

Mann announced that the state will 
install nine anti-drone systems across 

its border areas to bolster defenses.



Since its premiere on March 
13, 2025, the gripping lim-
ited series “Adolescence” 
has captured global atten-
tion, amassing over 114 
million views within just 
one month—an impressive 
achievement that under-
scores its resonance with 
a diverse audience, includ-

ing Indian parents. Its har-
rowing narrative and bold 
engagement with dark yet 
timely theme has struck a 
chord with viewers around 
the world. It wouldn’t be 
an exaggeration to say that 
viewers were captivated by 
the series, which revolves 
around a 13-year-old boy 
accused Jamie of murder-
ing a classmate. Everyone 
involved—his family, thera-
pists, and detectives—was 
left asking: why? Through-
out his childhood, both Ed-
die and Manda (parents in 
the series) made sure that 
Jamie avoided the mis-
takes—such as underage 
drinking, smoking, drug 
use, and premature sexual 

activity. They knew where 
he was and what he was 
doing at all times when he 
was out with friends, and 
he was always at home 
when he wasn’t with them. 
However, when Jamie was 
home, he spent most of his 
time locked in his room, 
quietly browsing the inter-
net until the early hours of 
the morning. Eddie makes 
a devastating observation 
in the final episode of the se-
ries. He assumed that close 
proximity would ensure 
that Jamie would grow up 
to be a happy, healthy young 
boy. Eddie even stated that 
he made a concerted effort 
to be a better father than his 
own had been, while Manda 
poignantly emphasized that 
both Jamie and his sister 
were “made” in the same 
way: “through love.” Re-
grettably, Jamie’s seemingly 
normal upbringing couldn’t 
prevent his eventual horrific 
crime.

Indian parents may find 
the Netflix web series “Ado-
lescence” particularly valu-

able for several compelling 
reasons. Firstly, the series 
offers deep insight into the 
multifaceted issues and 
challenges that today’s teen-
agers face. These include 
identity formation, com-
plex relationships (such as 
peer pressure and romantic 
entanglements), and mental 
health struggles (like anxi-
ety and depression). Un-

derstanding these intricate 
themes can empower par-
ents to empathize with their 
children, fostering an envi-
ronment conducive to open 
and honest conversations. 
The series tackles signifi-
cant themes, such as toxic 
masculinity and the rami-
fications of raising spoiled 
male children. It poignantly 

explores how neglect from 
fathers, coupled with unre-
solved personal issues, can 
adversely affect their sons, 
often leading to harmful 
behaviors and destructive 
attitudes.

For Indian parents, “Ado-
lescence” transcends the 
genre of a mere crime thrill-
er; it acts as a stark wake-up 
call. It emphasizes that par-

enting in the digital age goes 
far beyond focusing solely 
on academic performance 
and career ambitions; it’s 
fundamentally about nur-
turing emotionally intel-
ligent and empathetic in-
dividuals. This message is 
especially crucial for raising 
boys, who must learn that 
genuine power is rooted in 

kindness and compassion, 
rather than aggression or 
violence. 

As Indian parents, it is 
crucial to recognize that 
the digital challenges our 
children encounter are not 
confined to specific cultural 
contexts but are universal 
in nature. Today’s youth, ir-
respective of their upbring-
ing, are vulnerable to the 
pressures and risks associ-
ated with digital platforms. 
The notion that our chil-
dren are immune to these 
vulnerabilities due to our 
traditional values is increas-
ingly outdated. Long before 
Andrew Tate and the mano-
sphere gained widespread 
notoriety, the influence of 
uncles and cousins played 
a significant role in shap-
ing perceptions of mascu-
linity. They promoted the 
idea that real men do not 
cry, that economic indepen-
dence defines manly status, 
and that men should avoid 
household chores—like do-
ing dishes—because they 
consider them unmanly. In 

Indian society, particularly 
in the regions of Punjab and 
Haryana, the foundations 
of masculinity are deeply 
ingrained in the minds of 
young boys from an early 
age, and there remains a 
strong preference for male 
children. Boys are often 
socialized to believe that 
assertiveness, or even ag-
gression, is a virtue. Many 
young boys learn that nego-
tiation or acceptance doesn’t 
always apply to them, fre-
quently refusing to accept 
“no” from their mothers 
or sisters. This socializa-
tion leads them to believe 
that emotional expression 
is often discouraged, while 
dominance is celebrated.

Moreover, it’s essential to 
move away from the ten-
dency to blame working 
mothers or attribute societal 
issues solely to the disinte-
gration of the joint family 
system. Problems such as 
infidelity, extramarital af-
fairs, and violence against 
women, which frequently 
dominate media headlines, 

cannot be pinned down to 
specific family structures 
alone. Instead, we need to 
take a holistic view and 
understand the interplay 
of various factors contrib-
uting to these issues. If we 
believe we are what we eat, 
the same logic applies to 
what we watch and scroll 
through. These beliefs, 
whether consciously or un-
consciously picked up, end 
up shaping how teens think, 
feel, act, and even influence 
their life experiences.

The pertinent question 
still remains- Who ought 
we to hold accountable—
the parenting, the children, 
the insidious grasp of digital 
addiction, or the pervasive 
influence of social media—
when children transgress 
despite admonitions? It is 
even more disconcerting 
when they exhibit lack of re-
morse, often retorting with 
dismissive phrases such as 
“no big deal,” “everyone is 
doing it,” “it’s okay; our gen-
eration is just messed up,” 
or even “no one is clean.”? -

The renowned chil-
dren’s  magazine 
Champak has filed a 

lawsuit against the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) on the designation of 
the Indian Premier League’s 
(IPL) new AI-driven robotic 
dog, which shares the name 
“Champak.” The Delhi High 
Court has taken cognizance 
of the matter and sent a no-
tice to the BCCI to address 
the trademark infringement 
claims within four weeks. 
Champak’s publishers, Del-
hi Press Patra Prakashan 
Pvt Ltd, assert that the use of 
the term “Champak” for the 
IPL’s robotic mascot under-
mines their brand’s unique-
ness and violates their regis-
tered trademark, which has 
been associated with chil-
dren’s books in India since 
1968. The next hearing is 
scheduled for July 9, 2025, 
and this case may establish 
a substantial precedent in 
intellectual property rights, 
particularly with the use of 
established brand names in 
future technology and en-
tertainment platforms.

What is “Champak” 
in ipL?
“Champak” is an AI robotic 
dog that has been launched 
as part of the technological 
advancements in the league 
During the 2025 Indian 
Premier League (IPL), This 
robotic dog greets players, 
umpires, and fans with ges-
tures such as handshakes, 
jumps, and heart gestures. 
It also has several cameras 
to capture novel angles on 
the field. The name “Cham-
pak” was chosen via an 

online fan poll held during 
match 33 of the tournament 
between Mumbai Indians 
and Sunrisers Hyderabad, 
in which it garnered 76% of 
the votes, beating out other 
names such as Buddy, Chul-
bul, and Jaffa.

What is “Champak” 
as a magazine?
Champak is India’s longest-
running and most popular 
children’s magazine, estab-
lished back in 1969 by the 
Delhi Press Group. It has 
been a part of numerous 
Indian families for decades, 
amusing and enlightening 
generations of children. The 
magazine is popular for its 
short moral stories, animal-
based stories, comics, puz-
zles, science snippets, and 
interactive exercises that 
instill critical thinking, cre-
ativity, and ethical values. 
It is specifically made for 
children in the age group of 
4 to 14 years, with the help 
of simple language, vibrant 
illustrations, and familiar 
characters that appeal to 
young readers.

is “Champak” 
RegisteRed 
tRademaRk?
The Delhi Press Group, 
magazine publisher since 
1969, owns the registered 
trademark “Champak” in 
India. With 36 publica-
tions in 10 languages, such 
as popular names as Saras 
Salil, Grihshobha, Sarita, 
and The Caravan.

What is the 
ContRoveRsy 
ReLated to 

“Champak” name?
D e l h i  P r e s s  P a t r a 
Prakashan Private Limited, 
the publisher of the Cham-
pak, magazine argues that 
the use of its registered 
trademark in a commercial 
setting threatens brand di-
lution and consumer con-
fusion. The matter, which 
came up for hearing before 
Justice Saurabh Banerjee in 
the Delhi High Court, saw 
the BCCI being directed to 
file a written reply within 
four weeks and a notice be-
ing issued to it. At the hear-
ing, the legal representative 
of Champak contended that 
the application of the name 
by BCCI unjustly appropri-
ates the magazine’s reputa-
tion built over the years. Yet, 
Justice Banerjee had reser-
vations about the absence 
of proof demonstrating a 
direct commercial abuse 
as necessary under Section 
29(4) of the Trademarks 
Act, 1999, which deals with 
the use of a well-known 
trade mark on disparate 
goods or services. For BCCI, 
Senior Advocate J Sai Deep-
ak replied that “Champak” 
is a generic word “a flower” 
and not “a novel” or “coined 
term” unique to the maga-
zine. He argued that the 
choice of the name by a pub-
lic vote campaign for a non-
commercial mascot does 
not amount to trademark 
infringement. The case 
highlights the intricacies of 
trademark law, especially 
where common words are 
applied in various contexts, 
and emphasizes the need to 
establish both commercial 
intent and consumer con-
fusion in such cases.

What is the LaW 
on tRademaRk 
infRingement
Trademark infringement 
is, as per Section 29 of the 
Trade Marks Act, 1999, 
involves using a mark in 
trade that will likely cause 
confusion or create a false 
connection with the regis-
tered trademark. This also 
includes applying a well-
established trademark to 
goods or services that are 
not related, according to 
Section 29(4), where the use 
is without reasonable cause 
and for unfair advantage or 
detriment to the distinctive 
character or reputation of 
the mark. Although a trade-

mark may not be registered, 
the law of “passing off” safe-
guards established brands 
where misrepresentation 
causes harm to goodwill. So, 
in short, infringement relies 
on unauthorized commer-
cial use, likelihood of con-
fusion, brand dilution, and 
damage to reputation.

Relief from Trademark In-
fringement

Under Section 135 of the 
Trade Marks Act, 1999, an 
aggrieved party in case of 
trademark infringement or 
passing off can seek relief in 
the form of injunctions and 
damages. Further, the court 
can grant damages as mon-
etary compensation for the 
legal harm caused, even if 
the precise loss is not mea-
surable.

Prospective Outcomes
In the ongoing Champak 

controversy, the central le-
gal issue lies in whether the 
use of the name Champak 
by the BCCI for its AI-pow-
ered robotic dog in the IPL 
constitutes trademark in-
fringement or unauthorized 
exploitation of a well-estab-
lished brand. The Delhi 
High Court, having directed 
notice to BCCI, has not yet 
ruled on whether under 
section 29(4) of the Trade 
Marks Act, 1999 the maga-
zine’s claims of use of a well-
known mark on dissimilar 
goods can be evidenced by 
proof of commercial use 
and consumer confusion. 
The next hearing is set for 
July 9, 2025, on which date 
BCCI is required to submit 
its written submission. 

In this matter, the court 
will probably deal with 
larger questions like the ap-
plication of common or de-
scriptive terms to branding, 
the extent of trademark pro-
tection extending to newer 
goods and services, and the 
standard of proving dilu-
tion or goodwill misappro-
priation in non-competing 
environments. The verdict 
may establish an impor-
tant precedent in Indian 
trademark law, especially 
with respect to digital and 
AI-based branding in high-
profile commercial environ-
ments.
Dr. Zeeshan is an Assistant 
Professor of Law at Amity 
University Rajasthan and Dr. 
Alisha is an Assistant Profes-
sor of Law at Symbiosis Law 
School, Pune.

Every day is Mother’s DayTrademark Trouble: IPl Fame 
meeTs ‘ChamPak’ legaCy

opinion
Priya S. Tandon

opinion
dr avlokiTa Sharma

In the Shadows of Influence: Masculinity and Modern Parenting

The mother-child relation-
ship is the purest relation-
ship in the world. In the 
recent years it became a fad 
to celebrate Mother’s day. I 
often wonder why Indians 
are so enamoured by the 
ways of the West.

In the western world, 
youngsters leave home in 
their teens and fend for 
themselves. Mother’s day is 
a designated day for them to 
come and meet their moth-
ers once in a year. They may 
even skip the trip and just 
send a bouquet of flowers 
with a ‘Happy Mother’s 
Day’ greeting card. The day, 
and many others akin to it, 
have been popularised by 
those for whom this was 
a business proposition. 
Innumerable cards, flow-
ers, teddies, chocolates etc. 
are sold, the world over 
on these days. If you look 
closely, they have nothing 
to do with our culture but 
have just been copy-pasted 
on our psyche. 

Contrarily in the Bhartiya 
culture, mothers look after 
the children much beyond 
their growing up. I would 
say that mothers look out 
for their children forever. 
I remember a time when 
my Dadi told my mother , 
“Madan lissa ho gaya hai. Eh 
nu changi khuraak deya kar!” 
(Madan -my father, had lost 
weight and was looking 
weak, so she should give 
him a better diet) We all 
had a good laugh because 
my Dad was always over-
weight! But mothers are 
mothers!

Mother’s love is pure. It 
doesn’t need to be posted 
about or glorified on social 
media. It doesn’t look for 
gratification because it’s 

natural and undemand-
ing like a flowing river. It’s 
suffused in every breath of 
a mother. It’s lived and felt 
every day of a mother’s life. 
Mothers give their all for 
their children. Their sac-
rifices for the upbringing 
of the children have been 
recognised in our scrip-
tures. Mothers teach their 
children to distinguish 
between right and wrong. 
They are the ones who 
teach values like honesty, 
kindness, punctuality, em-
pathy, sacrifice, devotion 
etc. by setting an example; 
by walking the talk. That 
is why the mother is the 
one who is accorded the 
first place of reverence. The 
Taitriya Upanishad says, 
“Mathru Devo Bhava, Pith-
ru Devo Bhava, Aacharya 
Devo Bhava, Atithi Devo 
Bhava.” Meaning: Honour 
your Mother as God. Hon-
our your Father as God. 
Honour your Teacher as 
God. Honour your Guest as 
God. 

Children grow up; get in-
volved with their careers 
and their spouses. They 
move on … that’s the way 
of life. But a mother’s heart 
always beats for those she 
once carried in her womb. 
Mothers are always about 
giving … there is no ‘take’ in 
their vocabulary. 

In the Bharatiyas culture 
we worship five mothers. 
These are Deha Mata- the 
physical mother, Desh 
Mata- Mother India, Bhu 
Mata- Mother Earth, Gau 
Mata- Mother Cow and 
Veda Mata- The scriptures 
and the feminine form of 
Divinity. Bhartiyas are the 
only ones that revere their 
country as a mother. Did 
you ever hear of Mother 
America or Mother Can-
ada? They adulate the five 
as mothers, because they 
nourish us selflessly. 

Mo t h e rh o o d  b r i n gs 
great joy but it also brings 
great responsibilities. Our 
scriptures propound that 
responsible motherhood 
begins, not when a child 
is born; it begins when the 
thought of conceiving a 

child is born. It means that 
a women should be in good 
mental and physical health 
before she conceives. If she 
is not, the same shortcom-
ings would likely be there 
in the child to come. 

Sri Sathya Sai Baba says, 
“If one’s mother is un-
happy, all the expenditure 
one incurs and all the wor-
ship one offers in the name 
of Durga, Lakshmi and 
Saraswathi in the Navaratri 
festival will yield no fruit. 
Even in the ancient teach-
ings about the persons who 
are to be revered as Gods 
- mother, father, teacher 

and guest - the first place is 
given to the mother, when it 
says, ‘Mathru Devo Bhava’. 
Even in our casual talk we 
say mother, father, teacher 
and God. God is relegated 
to the last position but the 
mother is given the first 
place. This reveals the atti-
tude of Bharathiya culture 
towards women in general 
and the mother in particu-
lar. It is the mother that 
holds the child with her 
hand and teaches it how to 
walk. It is the mother that 
feeds the child and teaches 
it how to eat. It is again the 
mother that teaches the 
child how to utter mean-
ingful sounds and speak. 
Thus the mother is one’s 
foremost teacher.”

Maa ka haath ka khaana, 
was a delicacy in our child-
hood. Maa here would 
include Grandmas too. I 
still remember my Nani’s 
paranthas and my Dadi’s 
halwa. My mother would 
make the best Matar-pan-
eer, Zeera-alu, pakoras etc. 
She was much ahead of 
her time and would bake 
healthy cakes and desserts 
for us. Her 5-star dishes 
were homemade Gulab ja-
muns and Trifle pudding. 
In those times, we too ate 
with abandon. There was 
no calorie counting. The 
calories would get burnt in 
the normal course of play.

Much as I understand the 

demands of the working 
mothers of today, it would 
be nice if they would find 
time to feed, cuddle and 
connect with their babies. 
Our mothers fed us with 
their own hands. However 
busy they were, they always 
found time for their babies. 
Feeding time is the best 
time to bond with children.

In the present day pace 
of life, with professional 
commitments, social com-
mitments, social media … 
taking a toll on time, moth-
ers have lesser time for 
their babies. This is what 
happened in the West too. 
And the family as a unit 
of togetherness and com-
mitment to each other, got 
eroded. When the moth-
ers stopped bonding with 
the children, they started 
bonding elsewhere.

Motherhood is precious. 
If you are lucky to be a 
young mother, enjoy every 
moment of it. Give your 
best to your babies, because 
they are your most valuable 
property. It’s important 
to make proper-ties, they 
are far more valuable than 
properties.

And if your mother has 
passed on to the other side, 
remember that a mother 
never really dies, she re-
mains alive in your smile, 
in your thoughts, in your 
demeanour … and a part of 
her is alive in your siblings 
too! 

In the Bhartiya culture, 
we do not really need to 
celebrate Mother’s day, 
because we look after our 
mothers each day, till the 
end. They have looked af-
ter us and we can never 
repay the Matri-rinn! We 
don’t meet them just once 
in a year. They are a part 
of us, just as we are a part 
of them. For us, each day is 
mother’s day.

In the Bhagwad Puran 
it is stated that when Kali-
yuga is at its prime, moth-
ers shall overindulge chil-
dren such that they shall 
be spoiled rotten and shall 
not be able to do the sim-
plest things for themselves, 
neither would they respect 
the parents who have given 
them everything. Sadly, we 
see this all around, more 
so in the affluent sections 
of society. Let us raise re-
sponsible children who are 
assets, not burdens to the 
society and the nation. Let 
the innate essence of moth-
erhood stay alive. Happy 
Mother’s Day!

opinion
dr. ZeeShan h. haShmi & 

dr. aliSha verma

In Indian society, particularly in the regions 
of Punjab and Haryana, the foundations of 
masculinity are deeply ingrained in the minds 
of young boys from an early age, and there 
remains a strong preference for male children.
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India’s Anahat Singh will 
compete in the upcoming 
World Squash Champion-
ships 2024-2025, which will 
be played at Chicago, the 
United States of America, 
from Friday.

The 2025 World Squash 
Championships, which run 
from May 9 to 17, as per the 
Olympics.com.

Anahat, still just 17, is fast 
becoming one of India’s 
top bets in world squash. 
The youngster has been 
in inspired form since her 
double bronze medal win at 
the Hangzhou 2023 Asian 
Games in the People’s Re-
public of China two years 
ago.

Last year, Anahat Singh 
won an astonishing nine 
PSA Challenger titles - more 

than any other woman - and 
successfully defended her 
senior and junior national 
crowns.The teenage prodigy 
has carried her form into 
2025, winning the Indian 
Tour tournament in Chen-
nai before clinching the In-
dian Open title in Mumbai. 
She also helped India win a 
bronze medal at the Asian Ju-
nior Squash Team Champi-
onships held in Hong Kong, 
China, this year. Courtesy of 

the succession of wins, Ana-
hat is currently ranked 62nd 
in the world, which makes 
her the India No. 1 among 
women.

The Indian squash player, 
who booked her ticket to 
her maiden singles World 
Championships by winning 
the Asian Qualifiers held in 
Malaysia last month, will 
face England’s world No. 28 
Marina Stefanoni of the USA 
in the first round. A couple 

of wins could see the young-
ster square off against world 
No. 1 and reigning champion 
Nouran Gohar of Egypt in 
the third round.

While Anahat will be the 
only Indian in the women’s 
draw at Chicago, India will 
mount a four-front challenge 
in the men’s category with 
Abhay Singh, Veer Chotrani, 
Ramit Tandon and Velavan 
Senthilkumar competing 
under the tricolour.

World Squash Team Cham-
pionships 2025: Indian 
squad Men: Abhay Singh, 
Veer Chotrani, Ramit Tan-
don and Velavan Senthilku-
mar Women: Anahat Singh

Veer Chotrani, similar to 
Anahat, qualified for the 
Chicago World Champion-
ships by winning the Asian 
Qualifiers but the other three 
received direct entries.

The Neeraj Chopra Classic 
2025, which was set to be 
held on May 24 at the Sree 
Kanteerava Stadium in 
Bengaluru, has been post-
poned until further notice 
in the wake of the escalating 
cross-border tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan.

“In light of the current 
situation, the inaugural 
edition of the NC Classic 
stands postponed until fur-
ther notice. This decision 
has been made after careful 
thought and consultation, 
with the well-being of ath-
letes, stakeholders, and the 
broader community as the 
top priority,” a statement 
from NC Classic on social 

media.
In a direct response to 

the April 22 Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, where 26 tour-
ists were gunned down, 
the Indian Armed Forces 
on Wednesday launched 
‘Operation Sindoor’, car-
rying out precision strikes 
on nine terrorist camps in 
Pakistan and Pakistan-oc-

cupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (PoJK).

Pakistan retaliated, but 
the Indian Army during the 
intervening night of May 8 
and May 9 successfully 
repelled and responded to 
multiple drone attacks by 
Pakistan along the west-
ern border and the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Jammu 

and Kashmir.
Neeraj said standing 

“firm” with India in the 
“critical moment” matters 
most while sending his 
thoughts to the nation’s 
Armed Forces. He con-
firmed that a revised sched-
ule will be released later.

“We believe in the unify-
ing power of sport. But, in 
this critical moment, stand-
ing firm with the nation 
matters most.

 All our gratitude and 
thoughts at this point are 
only with our Armed Forc-
es, who are at the forefront 
for our nation. A revised 
schedule for the NC Clas-
sic will be provided in due 
course. Jai Hind,” the state-
ment concluded.

NC Classic isn’t the only 
event postponed due to the 
current situation between 
India and Pakistan. On Fri-
day afternoon, the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) announced that the 
18th edition of the Indian 
Premier League had been 
suspended for a week due 
to rising tensions between 
the neighbouring nations.

Recently, Neeraj faced 
backlash for inviting the 
Pakistani javelin spearhead 
Arshad Nadeem to India for 
the event, after the terror 
attack in Pahalgam. Neeraj 
silenced his critics and said 
that the invitation he sent to 
Nadeem was from “one ath-
lete to another” and there 
was “nothing more” to it.

Odisha grabbed the girls’ 
kho-kho gold while Ma-
harashtra swimmer Aditi 
Satish Hegde picked up her 
seventh medal of the Khelo 
India Youth Games on the 
sixth day of competitions 
here on Friday. Odisha beat 
fancied Maharashtra in the 
girls’ kho-kho final here 
while Aditi won a bronze in 
the 1500m freestyle event to 
take her medal haul to seven 
at the BIPARD Sports Com-
plex in Gaya. 

Odisha also won a silver 
medal in the boys’ kho-kho. 
Aditi has already won five 

gold -- including two in re-
lays. She had won five med-
als the 2024 KIYG in Chen-
nai and came to Gaya with a 
resolve to improve her medal 
count. On the last day of the 
swimming competitions 
dominated by Karnataka, 
Haryana’s Arjun Singh not 
only emerged as the fastest 

swimmer of the meet with 
a victory in 23.91 seconds 
but also claimed his second 
sprint gold. He had won the 
50m backstroke gold earlier 
in the week.   

If it was the Jammu and 
Kashmir boys’ volleyball 
team that took the breath 
away of the fans at the Patli-

putra Sports Complex here 
late on Thursday, it was the 
turn of Odisha girls kho-
kho team to do the same as 
they wiped off a deficit at the 
break to secure a memorable 
victory. At the Karni Singh 
Shooting Range in New Delhi, 
the 10m air rifle mixed team 
of Rudra Pratap and Divya 
Shree took Bihar’s medal 
count to 14. The duo showed 
poise and calm under pres-
sure to beat an Uttar Pradesh 
pair for a bronze.  Bihar, how-
ever, suffered a heartbreak 
when the girls’ team lost 
the sepaktakraw Regu final 
to Manipur. Bihar now has 
one gold, five silver and eight 
bronze medals. Despite the 

reverse in the kho-kho final 
in the morning, Maharashtra 
continued its relentless quest 
to stay on the top of the medal 
tally. With a title win for the 
kho-kho boys’ team and the 
air rifle shooting mixed team, 
and three athletes on the final 
day of swimming competi-
tion in Gaya, Maharashtra’s 
haul rose to 23 gold. The twin 
gold medals won by Rujula S 
(50m freestyle) and the boys 
4x100m freestyle relay quar-
tet enabled Karnataka to edge 
ahead of Rajasthan on the 
chart with 12 gold, 20 silver 
and six bronze medals. Mad-
hya Pradesh and Haryana 
complete the top five on the 
medal tally.

Diksha Dagar and Pranavi 
Urs made a reasonable start 
with cards of 1-over 73 each 
on the first day of the rain-
hit Aramco Korea Champi-
onship here. Diksha was in-
side the top-10 till she came 
to the ninth hole, her closing 
hole of the day.

She bogeyed the hole and 
dropped to 1-over to go tied-
19. Pranavi had just one 
birdie against two bogeys in 
her 73 and she was also tied-
19. Despite a beautiful week 
in Seoul the rain proved a 
tough test for the stars of 
the Ladies European Tour 
(LET). India’s other two 
stars, Tvesa Malik (79) and 
Avani Prashanth (79) were 
both T-86 and needed good 
second rounds to cut. 

Only six players were 
under-par with France’s 
Perrine Delacour and Ger-
many’s Patricia Schmidt 
tied at the top on three-

under. The former, a recent 
winner at the Investec SA 
Women’s Open, also tops 
the Team event with her 
side on 13-under par. Dik-
sha started from the tenth 
and had two birdies and 
bogeys each to turn in even 
par. On the second nine, she 
bogeyed the first but got the 
shot back with a birdie on 

the fifth.  A dropped shot 
on the last hole saw her go 
over par. Pranavi opened 
with a birdie on the tenth 
and then had bogeys on the 
15th and the sixth. Out in the 
first group of the day, Dela-
cour, alongside her squad 
of Maha Haddioui, Eleanor 
Givens and Polly Mack, set 
the benchmark teaming up 

for 14 birdies to post a com-
bined score of 13-under par. 

They lead Team Kous-
kova by one shot. The cap-
tain, Olympian Delacour, 
led from the front carding 
five birdies and dropping 
just two shots at New Korea 
Country Club for a round 
of 69 (-3). Joining her at the 
top of the Individual leader 
board is fellow LET win-
ner Schmidt. The German, 
winner of the 2023 Belgian 
Ladies Open, also made five 
birdies, dropping her only 
shots of the day at the par-
4 1st and par- 3 11th. In the 
team competition, Team 
Dagar was T-6, while Team 
Urs was T-12 and she also 
had Avani in the team. Tve-
sa Malik, who was on Team 
Babnik, was T-24. Three 
players share third spot on 
two-under par, a trio which 
includes South Africa’s Lee-
Anne Pace, Ecuador’s Dan-
iela Darquea and defending 
champion Hyo Joo Kim 
from South Korea.

The Pakistan Cricket Board’s 
(PCB) hopes of hosting the 
remainder of the PSL 10 in 
the United Arab Emirates 
have suffered a massive set-
back. The Emirates Cricket 
Board (ECB) remains wary 
of the repercussions it can 
cause amid the escalating 
border tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan.

After the recent develop-
ments, the PCB announced 
that the remaining fixtures of 
the ongoing Pakistan Super 
League (PSL) X have been 
shifted to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). The Paki-
stan board stated that the last 
eight fixtures of the tourna-
ment, which were previously 
scheduled in Rawalpindi, 
Multan, and Lahore, will 
now be staged in the UAE.

However, a source close to 
the development at the Emir-
ates Cricket Board (ECB), 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, has indicated 

that the board is unlikely to 
approve the hosting of the re-
mainder of the PSL matches 
in the UAE, citing security 
concerns potentially emanat-
ing from the rising tension 
between India and Pakistan.

“The UAE has a diverse 
South Asian population 
which enjoys cricket. Host-
ing a tournament like the 
PSL in the midst of such 
tense circumstances could 
vitiate harmony, pose securi-
ty risks and stir unnecessary 
friction between communi-
ties,” the source said.

The recent developments 
have made the Emirates 
Cricket Board wary of being 

perceived as an ally of PCB, 
which it believes the act of 
harbouring PSL may sug-
gest. The Emirates Cricket 
Board has enjoyed a strong 
relationship with the BCCI 
in recent years, having host-
ed the ‘India’ edition of the 
ICC T20 World Cup 2021, 
editions of the IPL, and In-
dia matches during the ICC 
Champions Trophy 2025.

Dubai is also the Interna-
tional Cricket Council’s head-
quarters and has hosted mul-
tiple Asian Cricket Council 
events during former Presi-
dent and current ICC Chair-
man Jay Shah’s tenure at the 
ACC.

The Indian compound 
mixed team entered the 
bronze medal match while 
Deepika Kumari and Parth 
Sushant Salunkhe made it 
to the women’s and men’s 
recurve individual semifi-
nals of the World Cup Stage 
2 here on Friday.

Madhura Dhamanga-
onkar and Abhishek Verma 
lost 156-158 to Ella Gibson 
and Ajay Scott of Great Brit-
ain in the compound mixed 
team semifinal.

The Indian archers lost 
the opening and third series 
38-39 and 39-40 while they 
were tied 40-40 and 39-39 
in the second and fourth 

series.
Dhamangaonkar and Ab-

hishek Verma will face Ma-
laysia who lost to Turkiye 
156-157 in the bronze medal 
match on Saturday.

In the individual men’s 
recur ve  compet it ion, 
Salunkhe made it to the 
semifinals after stunning 

Tokyo Olympics gold med-
allist and Paris Games 
bronze winner Mete Gazoz 
6-5 in the shoot-off in the 
first round.

He then overcame Aoshi-
ma Tetsuya of Japan with 
an identical margin in the 
round of 32 before defeating 
Ryan Tyack of Australia 6-2.

Anahat Singh to feature in World 
Squash Championships 2024-25

Neeraj Chopra Classic postponed  

Odisha girls win Kho-Kho gold; Aditi Hegde bags 7 medals

Diksha and Pranavi make a decent start on rainy day

UAE likely to shut door on PCB’s plan 
to host PSL X in Dubai: Sources

Deepika, Salunkhe reach recurve 
semis; mixed team in bronze play-off
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The Board of Control 
for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) has decided 

to suspend the remainder of 
the ongoing Indian Premier 
League (IPL) 2025 with im-
mediate effect for one week, 
as per a release from BCCI 
media advisory.

Further updates regarding 
the new schedule and ven-
ues of the tournament will 
be announced in due course 
after a comprehensive as-
sessment of the situation in 
consultation with relevant 
authorities and stakehold-
ers.

The decision was taken by 
the IPL Governing Council 
after due consultation with 
all key stakeholders follow-
ing the representations from 
most of the franchisees, who 
conveyed the concern and 
sentiments of their players, 

and also the views of the 
broadcaster, sponsors and 
fans; while the BCCI reposes 
full faith in the strength and 
preparedness of our armed 
forces, the Board considered 
it prudent to act in the col-
lective interest of all stake-
holders.

“At this critical juncture, 
the BCCI stands firmly with 
the nation. We express our 

solidarity with the Govern-
ment of India, the Armed 
Forces, and the people of our 
country. The Board salutes 
the bravery, courage, and 
selfless service of our armed 
forces, whose heroic efforts 
under Operation Sindoor 
continue to protect and in-
spire the nation, as they lead 
a resolute response to the 
recent terrorist attack and 

the unwarranted aggression 
by Pakistan’s armed forces. 
While cricket remains a 
national passion, there is 
nothing greater than the 
Nation and its sovereignty, 
integrity, and security of our 
country. The BCCI remains 
firmly committed to support 
all efforts that safeguard In-
dia and will always align its 
decisions in the best interest 

of the nation,” a statement 
from the board said. The 
development comes on the 
heels of Thursday night’s 
unfortunate incident at the 
Himachal Pradesh Cricket 
Association (HPCA) Stadi-
um, where the highly antici-
pated match between PBKS 
and DC was called off.

BCCI deCIdes to suspend the 
remaInder of IpL 2025 for a week
agencies 
New Delhi 

 Games

Jammu and Kashmir and Uttar Pardesh players in action during the final match of 
Volleyball during the Khelo India Youth Games 2025, in Patna on Thursday. (ANI Photo)

As you know, 
the situation 

escalated yesterday... 
To ensure no panic 

in the crowd and the 
safety of the public, 

steps were taken and 
people were evacuated 

comfortably.s 
- Arun Dhumal, 

IPL chairman
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BRAIN PICKING

I have always had a flair for acting; maybe that's why I 
enjoyed casting so much.

— Bhumi Pednekar
(Indian Actress)

Sonam Kapoor poses for her social media. (ANI)

PICtuRe PeRfeCt

Actor Anushka Sharma has 
expressed her support for 
India's Operation Sindoor 
against terror camps in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK).

On Friday afternoon, 
Anushka took to Instagram 
and thanked the Indian 
armed forces for working 
day and night to protect 
the nation.

In a heartfelt message, she 
wrote, "Eternally grateful 
to our Indian Armed Forces 
for protecting us through 
these times like the heroes 
that they are. Heartfelt grati-
tude to the sacrifices they 
and their families have made 
(folded hands and Indian 
Flag emojis)."

Anushka's husband and 
star batter Virat Kohli also 
saluted the Indian Armed 
Forces.

Virat Kohli posted on his In-
stagram, "We stand in solidar-
ity with and salute our armed 
forces for fiercely protecting 
our country in these difficult 

times. We are forever indebted 
to our heroes for their unwav-
ering bravery and heartfelt 
gratitude for the sacrifices 
they and their families make 
for our great nation."

India and Pakistan have 
been at loggerheads against 
each other after terrorist 
camps were destroyed at nine 
locations in the neighboring 
country under Operation Sin-
door, which was launched in 
response to the ghastly Pahal-

gam terrorist attack.
Bollywood celebrities have 

extended support to the na-
tion and also offered prayers 
for the safety and well-being 
of the people.

On Thursday, the Indian 
Army shot down more than 
50 Pakistani drones during 
a large-scale counter-drone 
operation along the Line of 
Control and the Interna-
tional Borders (IB), sources 
told ANI.

Anushka, Virat, other celebs  
laud Indian Army

Bollywood celebrities have extended support 
to the nation and also offered prayers for 

the safety and well-being of the people.

After stunning fans at the 
Met Gala 2025, Shah Rukh 
Khan is back in Mumbai.

The Bollywood superstar, 
who made headlines with 
his debut at the prestigious 
fashion event, was seen 
walking out of the airport on 
Thursday evening. The ac-
tor looked stylish as always.

He was accompanied by 
his manager, Pooja Dadlani.

In videos captured by pa-
parazzi, the actor was spot-
ted in a white t-shirt paired 
with blue jeans, a black 

jacket, and sunglasses. He 
completed his look with a 
blue bag, brown belt, and 
white sneakers.

Shah Rukh Khan made 
a scintillating debut at the 
prestigious Met Gala this 
year.

For Shah Rukh's Met 
Gala appearance, ace de-
signer Sabyasachi created 
a black floor-length, elon-
gated coat in Tasmanian 
superfine wool with mono-
grammed Japanese horn 
buttons. The coat is hand-
canvassed, single-breast-
ed, with a peak collar and 
wide lapels. It was paired 
with a crepe de chine silk 
shirt and tailored super-
fine wool trousers.

A 4K restored version of mas-
ter filmmaker Satyajit Ray’s 
1970 film “Aranyer Din Ratri” 
will be screened at the 2025 
Cannes Film Festival under 
the Classics section, the or-
ganisers said on Thursday.

Based on the novel of the 
same name by author Sunil 
Gangopadhyay, the Bengali-
language film, titled “Days 
and Nights in the Forest” 

in English, featured an en-
semble cast of Soumitra Chat-
terjee, Subhendu Chatterjee, 
Samit Bhanja, Robi Ghosh, 
Aparna Sen, Sharmila Tagore 
and Simi Garewal.

The movie, which explored 
themes of alienation, class, 
and modernity, followed the 

story of four city-bred men 
who escape to the forests of 
Palamau for a carefree holi-
day, only to undergo a jour-
ney of self-discovery. 

“Aranyer Din Ratri” is 
presented and restored 
by The Film Foundation’s 
World Cinema Project at 
L’Immagine Ritrovata in 
collaboration with the Film 
Heritage Foundation (FHF), 
Janus Films, and the Crite-
rion Collection. 

SRK returns to Mumbai after his big Met 
Gala 2025 debut

Satyajit ray’s ‘aranyer din ratri’ set for screening at Cannes 
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Pranav's horror thriller with 'Bramayugam' 
makers is titled 'Dies Irae'

The upcoming horror 
thriller of Pranav Mohan-
lal, son of actor Mohanlal, 
has finally got a title. The 
movie is titled 'Dies Irae'.

The 'Bramayugam' mak-
ers have come up with an-
other horror thriller, and 
this time they are collabo-
rating with Pranav Mohan-
lal for the film.

It is written and directed 
by Rahul Sadasivan.

The actor shared the mo-
tion poster of the film on his 
Instagram handle.

https://www.instagram.
com/p/DJbESRGRCnP/

As per Variety, the princi-
pal photography has been 
wrapped, and the project 

is currently in post-pro-
duction.

The studio's previous 
effort, 2024 monochrome 
period horror film "Bra-
mayugam," starring Ma-
layalam-language cinema 
superstar Mammootty, 
Arjun Ashokan and Sid-
harth Bharathan, directed 
by Sadasivan, was a box of-
fice success.

The film is produced 

under the banner of Night 
Shift Studios.

"With 'Bramayugam,' we 
were able to draw global at-
tention to what Indian-hor-
ror thrillers could achieve. 
'Dies Irae' is the next step 
in this pursuit. Pranav 
Mohanlal is set to leave an 
indelible footprint on this 
genre," says Chakravarthy 
Ramachandra, founder and 
producer of Night Shift Stu-

dios, as quoted by Variety.
While specific plot details 

remain under wraps, direc-
tor Sadasivan hints that 
viewers can expect some-
thing distinctly different 
from his previous work.

"Compared to my previ-
ous films, 'Dies Irae' ex-
plores a diametrically op-
posite emotional spectrum 
which connects to the new 
generation," he says.

"While it stays true to 
the horror-thriller space, 
it's a very different beast 
in terms of narrative style 
and mood," added direc-
tor Sadasivan as quoted 
by Variety.

A worldwide theatrical 
release is slated for later 
this year. 
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Bollywood actress 
Kangana Ranaut will 
debut in Hollywood 

with a lead role in the horror 
drama 'Blessed Be the Evil', 
reported Variety. She will 
star alongside 'Teen Wolf' 
actor Tyler Posey and 'Tulsa 
King' star Scarlet Rose Stal-
lone in the film.

According to the outlet, 
the production of the film is 
set to begin this summer in 
New York. Producers chose 
US. locations to "avoid run-
ning into any uncertainties 
stemming from the recently 
announced Trump indus-
try tariffs," as quoted by 

Variety.
The movie will be directed 

by Anurag Rudra. She also 
wrote the screenplay of the 
film along with Gatha Ti-
wary, president and found-

er of Lions Movies.
As per the synopsis, the 

film follows a Christian 
couple who, after expe-
riencing a devastating 
miscarriage, purchase an 
abandoned farm with a 
dark past. However, a ma-
levolent presence soon tests 
their love and faith, report-
ed Variety.

The director, with roots 
in India, shared his affinity 
for the stories he heard dur-
ing his childhood in rural 
India.

"Being born and spend-
ing my childhood in rural 
India, I was told stories that 
got embedded in my mind 
and heart. This folklore was 

so special that I truly be-
lieved in all the stories, and 
wanted to showcase them 
internationally through the 
art of cinema - the strongest 
and most beautiful way to 
connect to dreams and real-
ity," said Anurag Rudra as 
quoted by Variety.

Earlier this year, actress 
Ranaut released her direc-
torial 'Emergency'. In the 
film, she portrayed the for-
mer Prime Minister of In-
dia, Indira Gandhi.

As for actor Posey, it is not 
his first time that he will be 
trying his luck in the horror 
genre. He was earlier seen 
in the horror film 'Truth or 
Dare', reported Variety.

KANGANA to mAKe heR hollywooD 
DeBut wIth hoRRoR DRAmA 
AGENCIES
wAshINgtoN DC  

Marvel Cinematic Universe 
(MCU) is back with another 
cinematic thrill, not only for 
those who are die-hard follow-
ers of MCU but also for those 
who enjoy super sharp graphic 
effects in 3D of the superhe-

roes. Directed by Jake Schreier 
and written by Eric Pearson, 
Joanna Calo, and Kurt Busiek, 
Thunderbolts* packs a punch 
while introducing a new char-
acter in this Universe.

Thunderbolts* opens up with 
the mysterious Val aka Valen-
tina Allegra de Fontaine (Ju-
lia Louis-Dreyfus) deploying 
Yelena Belova (Florence Pugh) 
for destroying a laboratory of 
the OXE group working on a 
superhuman project secretly. 
She is facing an impeachment 
possibility and wants all her 
dark secrets buried as far as 
her OXE association is con-

cerned, so mercenaries are 
sent by her to kill each other 
and self-destruct, erasing all 
the evidence against her.

John Walker (Wyatt Russell), 
Ava Starr (Hannah John-Ka-
men) and Taskmaster (Olga 
Kurylenko) are all in the secret 
OXE facility. Ava kills the Task-
master, and to their surprise 
they discover Bob aka Robert 
Reynolds (Lewis Pullman) out 
of the blue popping out from 
a container wearing a hospital 
gown like a test subject in the 
mid of the gunshots and fire 
powers being exchanged.

Having understood that it 
was only a trap set up by Val to 
eliminate all mercenaries, also 
with the facility, the team unites 
for an escape attempt before 
they are roasted in the thermal 

chamber itself. Of course, they 
come out saving Bob from the 
facility, and in the escape bid, 
Bob realises his superhuman 
powers, letting Yelena, John, 
and Ava escape and face the 
wrath of military bullets that 
turn only into lightning and fly 
high in the skies. And this new 
team is Thunderbolts*. 

Val’s agents are going for 
a kill by eliminating Thun-
derbolts* but there comes 
the Winter Soldier turned 
Congressman, Bucky Barnes 
(Sebastian Stan) apprehend-
ing them eventually discov-
ers the Bob and the Sentry 
project. Bucky wants them 
to testify against Val in her 
impeachment,  but Val tries 
brainwashing Bob, the Sentry, 
whose superhuman capabili-

ties overpower the Thunder-
bolts*. However, the good side 
of Sentry doesn’t listen to Val 
for eliminating the Thunder-
bolts*, and it takes Val head-
on. A Killswitch activation by 
Mel (Geraldine Viswanathan), 
assistant to Val, triggers Sen-
try’s darker side (Void), and 
he is on a rampage in spread-
ing darkness in the entire city, 
trapping people in pocket di-
mensions as per their worst 
memories.

Interestingly, all characters 
here have some troubled past, 
and they all deal with it in form-
ing a new team, Thunderbolts*. 
While they’re being presented 
as rogues by Val to the media 
and public, they, in turn, start 
saving the citizens from the 
wrath of the Sentry’s void. 

Yelena doesn’t give up, and 
she enters the darkness to reach 
Bob's consciousness and bring 
back the good side, eventually 
making the new team.

Visual effects and graphics 
are simply amazing, and they 
give you much thrill as ex-
pected in MCU movies with 
the stunning visuals of sky-
scrapers and the skydiving. 
As refreshing were the brutal 
fight sequences of the motor-
cycle and big guns as were the 
emotional exchanges between 
various characters through the 
film. Thrills, chills, and feel-
ings are all very well packed 
in Thunderbolts*!

Praveen Nagda is Festival Di-
rector of KidzCINEMA and 
CultureCinema Film Festivals

RevIew: RAID 2 *****

thuNDeRBoltS*

pRavEEN NaGda
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The Punjab Cabinet led by 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Singh Mann on Friday gave 
nod for purchasing anti-
drone system to check the 
smuggling of weapons and 
drugs through drone on the 
borders.

A decision to this effect 
was taken in a meeting of the 
council of Ministers held here 
at the official residence of the 
Chief Minister.

Disclosing this here today, 
a spokesperson of the Chief 
Minister’s Office said that 

nine anti drone systems will 
be installed along with 532 
kilometers of border with 
Pakistan. He said that these 
systems will help in check-
ing the smuggling  of drugs 
and weapons along with the 
border through the drones. 
Bhagwant Singh Mann said 
that Rs 51.41 crore will be 
spent by the state govern-
ment for this Nobel initiative 
aimed at strengthening secu-
rity along with border.

Punjab shares a long Inter-
national Border with Paki-
stan and lies in proximity of 
Afghanistan (major Heroin-

producer). Pakistan contin-
ues to make concerted efforts 
to destabilize India’s Internal 
Security by smuggling from 
across the border. The fenc-
ing along the international 
border has been breached 
with use of Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAVs) or Drones.

Requirement for Anti 
Drone System (ADS) to en-
hance capability to detect 
and neutralize hostile drones, 
thereby preventing the influx 
of arms, explosives and nar-
cotics which are smuggled 
from across the border using 
the drones is must. 
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There is a conspiracy to 
terrorize Chandigarh, the 
capital of Punjab and Hary-
ana, once again. For this 
purpose, two miscreants 
from a terrorist group had 
reached Chandigarh with 
a large quantity of RDX and 
time bombs. But due to the 
alertness of the police, a ma-
jor incident was averted.

Chandigarh Crime Branch 
arrested two goons of ter-
rorist Happy Pasia. A large 
quantity of weapons, time 
bombs and RDX have been 
recovered from the accused. 
Crime Branch SP Jasbir 
Singh was leading this op-
eration to catch the goons. 
The team led by Inspector 
Satwinder Singh caught 
both the goons before the 
incident. Police caught both 
the goons from the jungle 

area near Jeeri Mandi of 
Sector-39.

According to  police 
sources, the accused were 
planning to commit a ma-
jor crime in Chandigarh. 
Recently, the IB had shared 
inputs with the Chandi-
garh Police that Happy 
Pasia was plotting to blow 
up the police station in the 
South Area of   Chandigarh. 
After this, the police had in-
creased the security of the 

police stations. Let us tell 
you that the most wanted 
gangster Happy Pasia living 
in America was arrested by 
the FBI and US Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment in April last month.

There has been a hand gre-
nade attack in Chandigarh

On 9 September 2024, a 
hand grenade attack took 
place in bungalow number 
575 in Sector 10 of Chandi-
garh. Three youths came in 

an auto, threw a hand gre-
nade in the bungalow and 
fled. The responsibility of 
this attack was also taken 
by the terrorist Happy Pa-
sia sitting abroad. The bun-
galow on which the bomb 
was thrown belongs to NRI 
couple Ramesh Malhotra. 
In Chandigarh, US-based 
gangster Happy Pasia and 
Pakistan-based terrorist 
Harvinder Singh Rinda 
carried out a grenade attack.

After Operation Sindoor, 
tension between India and 
Pakistan is at its peak. Late 
on Thursday night, Pakistan 
tried to launch air strikes in 
several cities of Punjab. After 
these incidents, an alert has 
been issued in Panchkula 
and Mohali including Chan-
digarh.

Air raid warning sirens 
started ringing in Chandi-
garh on Friday morning. 
This meant that an air raid 
warning of a possible drone 
attack had been received 
from the Air Force station. 
Everyone was advised to 
stay indoors and away from 
the balcony.

CTU has stopped its bus 
going to Jammu-Katra. A 
CTU official said that buses 
used to run from Chandi-
garh to Jammu and Katra 
every morning and evening. 
The bus that had left yester-
day evening was sent back 
from Pathankot citing se-
curity reasons, after which 
CTU has not sent any bus 

going towards Jammu-Katra 
this morning.

Chandigarh UT adminis-
tration has issued an impor-
tant order informing that 
due to the current circum-
stances, the DC office will 
now remain open even on 
holidays i.e. 10 May (Satur-
day), 11 May (Sunday) and 
12 May (Monday). The or-
der issued by the DC states 
that all the employees of the 
office must be present on 
these three days. This order 
will be applicable to the em-
ployees of DC office and all 
sub-divisions. 

There is an alert in Panch-
kula as well. The DC has 
instructed to increase vigi-

lance in hospitals in the 
district. Now shops will not 
open after 6 pm. The DC 
has instructed the police to 
remain alert. There will be 
a blackout in Panchkula to-
night as well.

 The Personnel Depart-
ment of the Chandigarh Ad-
ministration has issued an 
urgent order to all Adminis-
trative Secretaries and Heads 
of Departments directing 
that all government employ-
ees should remain in their 
respective headquarters/
stations (which are located 
in Chandigarh) until further 
orders are issued. The order 
clarifies that no employee 
will leave his headquarters. 
All leaves already sanctioned 
will also now be considered 
cancelled unless they get the 
approval of the concerned 
Secretary and that too will 
be granted only under spe-
cial circumstances. This in-
struction has been sent to all 
concerned officials for strict 
compliance and it has been 
issued with the approval of 
the competent authority.

Mohali Jyoti Singla:- Keep-
ing in mind the safety of 
the people, Mohali District 
Magistrate Komal Mittal 
has ordered to keep cinema 
halls and shopping malls 
closed from 8:00 pm to 
6:00 am.

Giving detailed informa-
tion, he said that these or-
ders have been issued for 
the safety of life and prop-
erty of the general public 
and to protect the lives of 
citizens from any future 
danger, keeping in mind 
the prevailing conditions at 
night, so that any potential 
danger can be avoided.

Similarly, the use of fire-

crackers and long beam la-
ser/DJ lights will be prohib-
ited in the district, especially 
during evening hours, so 
that these lights do not be-
come a hindrance in imple-
menting a complete black-
out, whenever required.

Additionally, there is a 
complete ban on the use of 
inverters, generators and 
any other power backup 
and solar lights used for 
outdoor lights, billboards, 
street lights etc. in case of 
sudden blackout (in case of 
prior notice given by the ad-
ministration) in district SAS 
Nagar till further orders.

Apart from this, the Mo-
hali administration has 
appealed to the people not 
to step out of their houses 

in the evening, unless it is 
absolutely necessary. If any 
siren/signal sounds, people 
should immediately follow 
the instructions issued by 
the government from time 
to time. It is generally ad-
vised to use lights as little as 
possible.

He said these orders will 
not apply to law enforce-
ment agencies including 
police, para-military, air 
force, SPG personnel and 
persons authorised by the 
competent government, au-
thority, as well as hospitals 
and emergency services etc.

These orders issued un-
der Section 163 of the BNNS 
2023 will be effective from 
May 9, 2025, until further 
orders.

Strict evening restrictions 
imposed to ensure public safety

Chandigarh terror plot foiled: Two held with time bomb, RDX

In response to rising Indo-Pak tensions, Chandigarh Mayor Harpreet Kaur Babla 
convened an emergency meeting to ensure the city’s full preparedness and citizen safety.
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Mann govt cracks down on terror funding 
with anti-drone system approval 

Tricity alert: CTU halts Jammu-
Katra buses; Panchkula markets 
to close by 6 PM

Chandigarh Today So-
ciety Chandigarh In 
a swift and proactive 

response to the escalating 
tensions between India and 
Pakistan, Chandigarh Mayor 
Harpreet Kaur Babla today 
called a special meeting with 
top officials of the Municipal 
Corporation Chandigarh. 
The meeting was attended 
by Municipal Commissioner 
Amit Kumar, Senior Deputy 
Mayor Sh. Jasbir Singh Bun-
ty, Deputy Mayor Taruna 
Mehta, all Joint Commis-
sioners, Sumit Sihag, Joint 
Commissioner Himanshu 
Gupta, Joint Commissioner 
Vasundhara Chief Engineer, 
Sanjay Arora Superinten-
dent Engineer and senior 
officers of the corporation.

Expressing deep concern 
for the safety and well-being 
of Chandigarh residents, 
Mayor Babla issued a series 
of immediate directives to 
ensure the city’s prepared-
ness for any emergency. 
He emphasized that “the 
safety of citizens is our top 
priority, and the Municipal 
Corporation is fully mobi-
lized to respond swiftly and 

efficiently.”Key measures 
initiated under the Mayor’s 
leadership include

EmErgEncy control 
room activatEd
A 24x7 control room has 
been set up at ICCC (Tel: 
0172-2787200) to handle all 
emergency calls. A dedicated 
team under the supervision 
of SDE Sh. Rudesh Kumar 
has been deputed to manage 
the operations, with full sup-
port from designated staff.

Blackout Protocol 

and StrEEt light 
managEmEnt

The mayor directed imme-
diate implementation of the 
blackout plan. SE (horticul-
ture) has been appointed as 
the nodal officer to switch off 
street and solar lights and to 
raise the siren if necessary. 
Coordination with the Shi-
kha and Engineering depart-
ments has been ensured.

WatEr SuPPly man-
agEmEnt
In case of power failure, SE 
(Public Health) has been 

directed to ensure unin-
terrupted water supply 
through tankers. Contact 
details of key officials are be-
ing centralised in the control 
room.

PuBlic adviSory 
through rWaS/
mWaS
Field engineers are directed 
to meet Resident Welfare 
Associations (RWAs) and 
Market Welfare Associations 
(MWAs) to advise them on 
blackout protocols, prevent 
public panic, discourage 
hoarding and ensure com-
pliance with emergency ad-
visories.

idEntification of 
Evacuation cEntrES
Community centres in 
Chandigarh are being iden-
tified and prepared to func-
tion as evacuation centres 
if required, with logical ar-
rangements for boarding 
and lodging.

ProtEction of vital 
inStallationS
Critical infrastructure such 
as waterworks, tube wells 
and ICCCs are to be secured. 
Only verified government 

personnel will be allowed 
access to these locations.

moBilization of 
machinEry
The Mechanical and Trans-
port Wing is preparing a list 
of all government and pri-
vate machinery (JCBS, Tip-
pers, Trucks) with contact 
details of drivers for rapid 
deployment during emer-
gencies.

PrEParEdnESS of 
firE and rEScuE 
SErvicES
The Chief Fire Officer has 
been directed to ensure that 
all fire and rescue operations 
are on high alert and fully 
operational.Mayor Harpreet 
Kaur Babla urged the citi-
zens of Chandigarh to remain 
calm, avoid rumours and co-
operate with the authorities. 
She assured that all depart-
ments are on full alert and 
Chandigarh is fully prepared 
to meet any contingency. “The 
Corporation is taking every 
step to ensure the safety and 
resilience of our city. I appeal 
to the public to remain vigi-
lant, stay informed through 
official channels, and avoid 
panic,” he said.

Amid indiA-PAkistAn tension, mAyor cAlls 
meeting on emergency resPonse
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Chandigarh alert: Shops shut, 
schools closed till today; DC office 
to remain open on holidays

India-Pak tension: Flights to 
three cities cancelled till today 
morning, may extend 

There was panic in Chan-
digarh on Friday morning 
when sirens suddenly started 
ringing in many areas of the 
city. According to the infor-
mation, this step was taken 
after receiving a warning of 
a possible air attack from the 
Air Force Station. The DC of-
fice will remain open even on 
holidays on 10, 11 and 12 May.

DC Nishant Yadav said that 
he had received information 
from the Air Force station 
that there could be a pos-
sible air attack, after which 
the entire city was imme-
diately alerted. He has ap-
pealed to the city residents 
that everyone should stay in 

their homes, not go out of the 
house without any need and 
stay away from balconies or 
open spaces.  As soon as the 
siren sounded, shopkeepers 
in many markets including 
Sector 22, Sector 17, Sector 
35 immediately closed their 
shops and people were seen 
running here and there. 
Apart from this, the adminis-
tration has also taken precau-
tions regarding schools.

Kendriya Vidyalaya located 
in Sector-31, where children 
of Air Force personnel and 
officers study, has declared 
holiday till May 10. Apart 
from this, holiday has been 
declared in all government 
and private schools of the en-
tire city till May 10.

One flight each from Patna to 
Chandigarh, Bhubaneshwar 
and Hindon in Ghaziabad has 
been cancelled till 5.29 am on 
May 10. After Operation Sin-
door, IndiGo has cancelled 
flights to Chandigarh and Bhu-
baneshwar while Air India Ex-
press has cancelled flights to 
Hindon in Ghaziabad. About 
550 passengers travel to and 
from Patna from these cities 
daily by these three flights.

Sources say that due to the 

tension and war like situation 
between India and Pakistan, 
flights to these three cities may 
be cancelled even after 10th 
May. However, the airlines 
have cancelled the flights only 
till the morning of 10th May. 
The refund of tickets for the 
passengers of these three sec-
tors is full.
Flight cancelled
6 E 6485 : Bhubaneswar - Patna 
6E 6485 : Patna - Chandigarh 6 
E 6394 : Chandigarh - Patna 6 
E 6394 : Patna - Chandigarh IX 
1591: Hindon - Patna.
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In view of the emergency 
situation, Panchkula dis-
trict is on high alert and is 
completely safe. Deputy 
Commissioner Mrs. Mon-
ica Gupta has appealed to 
the people to be cautious 
in view of the situation. In 
this regard, while holding 
a meeting of officials in the 
District Secretariat, she gave 
necessary guidelines and 
said that we have to work 
together to keep our district 
safe.

Deputy Commissioner 
Monika Gupta said that last 
night too, a blackout was 
imposed in the district after 
a sudden blackout alert was 
issued in Panchkula. There 
may be an alert today too. 
She requested the people 
of Panchkula that as a pre-
caution, all the residents of 
the district should observe 
a blackout themselves and 
everyone should stay safe 
in their homes. She ap-
pealed to keep all the lights 
of their homes switched off 
and leave the house only in 
case of essential work.

He has also requested the 
market associations to keep 
the display board lights of 
their respective establish-
ments off and not leave any 
lights of their establish-
ments on. He requested the 
shopkeepers to observe a 
blackout as a precaution 
today and close the market 
at 7 o’clock. He said that 
those who have CCTV cam-
eras installed at their places 
should switch off their 
CCTV cameras before leav-
ing. Switching off the cam-
eras will make the blackout 
more effective. Keep the 
lights of the common park-

ing area off as well. He said 
that electricity will not be 
cut at the government level, 
it is an appeal to the general 
public to fully cooperate in 
the blackout. Deputy Com-
missioner Monika Gupta 
said that no lights should 
be kept on at night in gov-
ernment headquarters and 
offices. Officers of the con-
cerned departments should 
ensure that all the lights in 
their offices are switched 
off.

 Deputy Commissioner 
Monika Gupta said that 
in case of a blackout alert, 
area-wise teams have been 
formed to inform people 
so that the alert informa-
tion reaches people on time 
and all the district residents 
remain safe. She said that 
in case of a sudden black-
out alert, people will be 
informed through siren 
and loudspeaker, separate 
teams have been formed 
for this. She said that as a 
precautionary measure, a 
blackout will be observed 
in the entire district from 7 
o’clock today.

Deputy Commissioner 
Monika Gupta said that 
till now the district is com-
pletely safe and there is no 
situation to impose curfew. 
She said that all activities are 
being done with caution for 
safety, people need not be 
afraid. She said that follow 
the information issued by 
the district administration 

and do not pay attention 
to any kind of rumor. She 
said that only believe the 
message sent by the district 
administration. She said 
that a lot of rumors spread 
at such a time, so do not pay 
attention to any rumor. She 
said that for information, 
apart from the social media 
handle of the district admin-
istration, believe only the in-
formation posted in the civil 
society group created by the 
district administration on 
WhatsApp. She said that all 
the councilors, sarpanches, 
etc. prominent people are 
being included in this group 
so that correct and accurate 
information reaches the 
people. She said that in to-
day’s meeting it was decided 
that till the situation is seri-
ous, the solar lights will be 
kept off.

He said that we have iden-
tified the sensitive areas. 
The health and fire depart-
ment teams are on alert 
mode.

On this occasion, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police Hi-
mandri Kaushik, Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner 
Nisha Yadav, SDM Panch-
kula Chandrakant Kataria, 
SDM Kalka Sanyam Garg, 
City Magistrate Vishwajeet, 
District Revenue Officer 
Dr Kuldeep Singh, EO of 
Haryana Urban Develop-
ment Authority Manav 
Malik and other concerned 
officers were present.

Panchkula on high alert, district safe: 
DC Monica Gupta urges caution 
tdg nEtWork 
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There is an alert 
in Panchkula 

as well. The DC 
has instructed to 

increase vigilance 
in hospitals in 

the district.



Under the ongoing anti-
dengue campaign ‘Har 
Friday Dengue Te Vaar’, a 
dengue container survey 
and inspection drive was 
carried out in Dhakoli on 
Friday. The initiative was 
conducted as per the direc-
tions of Civil Surgeon Mo-
hali, Dr. Sangeeta Jain, and 
SMO Dr. Pomi Chatrath, 
under the leadership of SI 
Lakhwinder Pal and health 
worker Pankaj Patti. The 
survey covered key loca-
tions including the Dhakoli 
Community Health Center, 
local police station, temples, 
and marketplaces.

During the inspection, 
dengue mosquito larvae 
were found at two shops. 
The health team took im-
mediate action by spraying 
Temephos, an anti-larval 
chemical, to eliminate the 
breeding grounds on the 
spot. Additionally, the shop 
owners were issued chal-
lans on the spot by the of-
ficials from the Municipal 
Corporation for not main-
taining hygienic conditions.

To spread awareness and 
promote preventive mea-
sures, the health depart-
ment team put up posters 
and distributed pamphlets 
in various areas. The cam-
paign also included on-the-
spot health education ses-

sions for both employees at 
the surveyed locations and 
the general public. Informa-
tion was shared about the 
symptoms, causes, and pre-
vention of dengue, malaria, 
and chikungunya.

People were strongly ad-
vised not to let clean water 
accumulate, as it provides a 
breeding ground for dengue 
mosquitoes. Residents were 
encouraged to stay at home 
if unwell, take paracetamol 
for fever, and immediately 
visit their nearest health 
center or hospital for a blood 
test if symptoms of dengue 
appear. The public was also 
advised to maintain cleanli-
ness in homes, shops, and 
workplaces.
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 Today Society Chandigarh 
Deputy Commissioner Nis-
hant Yadav expressed his 
hearty appreciation for the 
exemplary cooperation of 
Chandigarh residents over 
the last two days. The city-
wide blackout conducted 
last evening and the mock 
drill conducted a day before 
were both successfully con-
ducted. The administration 
particularly appreciates 
the contribution of Resi-
dent Welfare Associations 
(RWAs) and Market Wel-
fare Associations (MWAs) 
in enhancing community 
participation, disseminat-
ing verified information 
and effectively countering 
the spread of misinforma-
tion.

The public is ad-

vised To be famil-
iar wiTh The fol-
lowing emergency 
siren signals:
n  Red Alert Siren: A fluctu-
ating, high-low tone lasting 
about five minutes, indicat-
ing an imminent air attack 
or emergency.
n  All Clear Siren: A single, 
continuous tone indicating 
the end of danger and re-
turn to normal.

These sirens can be acti-
vated at any time of the day 
or night, depending on the 
changing situation. The ad-
ministration is in the pro-
cess of increasing the num-
ber of existing sirens and 
installing additional units 
to ensure comprehensive 
citywide coverage.

The following 
poinTs were ob-
served during The 
recenT blackouT 

exercise and re-
quire immediaTe 
aTTenTion:
n Solar lighting: All solar-
powered lights must be 
manually deactivated dur-
ing blackout periods. RWAs 
and MWAs are encouraged 
to take voluntary responsi-
bility to ensure compliance.
n CCTV surveillance sys-
tems: Some night-vision 
cameras emit light while in 
operation. Property own-
ers are advised to disable 
this feature during blackout 
hours.
n  Commercial lighting: 
All commercial lighting, 
including illuminated 
signage, shop hoardings 
and display lights, must 
be switched off during the 
blackout period. MWAs 
are requested to monitor 
and facilitate compliance 
in their respective jurisdic-
tions.

emergency hous-
ing and public 
welfare mea-
sures:
As part of contingency 
planning for public safety, 

several hotels and inns have 
been identified for use as 
emergency evacuation and 
shelter centres, if required.

Additionally, the Chan-
digarh administration 
has issued instructions 

to prevent hoarding and 
profiteering in essential 
commodities. All govern-
ment employees, especially 
those engaged in essential 
services, have been directed 
to remain in Chandigarh as 
their services may be requi-
sitioned 
n All coaching institutes 
up to class 12 will remain 
closed till further orders.
n  From May 9, 2025, all 

markets and commercial 
establishments, includ-
ing malls, bars, hotels and 
showrooms, will remain 
closed after 7:00 pm, ex-
cept medical stores, which 
can function as usual.
n  Hon’ble Administrator of 
UT Chandigarh Shri Gulab 
Chand Kataria attended the 
blood donation camp orga-
nized today. Such camps 
will be organized in the 
coming days as well and all 
citizens are encouraged to 
actively participate in this 
noble cause.
n Enrolment and Train-
ing Camp for Civil Defence 
Volunteers will be held on 
10th May 2025 at 11:00 am 
at Tagore Theatre, Chandi-
garh. Individuals interested 
in serving as volunteer dur-
ing emergency situations 
are urged to attend the 
same.
residenTs are 

sTrongly advised 
To rely only on 
official communi-
caTion channels 
for auThenTic and 
Timely informa-
Tion:
It is important to note that 
emergency announce-
ments, including blackout 
alerts, can be issued at very 
short notice – as little as 
5 to 10 minutes. Citizens 
are therefore requested 
to remain vigilant and act 
promptly upon receiving 
such communications.

For any emergency assis-
tance or clarification, please 
contact Helpline 112.

Let us, as responsible citi-
zens, stand in full solidar-
ity with our armed forces 
and civil authorities during 
these times. Your continued 
cooperation and vigilance is 
vital to ensure the safety of 
all residents.

Punjab Pollution Control 
Board (PPCB) celebrated 
its Golden Jubilee by or-
ganising a function which 
focused on the theme 
“Role of Punjab Pollution 
Control Board in improv-
ing prevention and control 
of pollution in pharma-
ceutical industries”. This 
Golden Jubilee celebration 
not only honoured the 
legacy of PPCB but also 
strengthened its dedica-
tion towards a clean, green 
Punjab.

Chief Guest, Dr. Lavneet 
Kumar Dubey, Chief En-
vironmental Engineer in-
augurated the event with 
ceremonial lamp light-
ing in presence of PPCB 
Member DD Garg, DIA 
President Vijay Mittal. He 
praised the ongoing initia-
tives of the Board and reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
protect the environment 
of Punjab, especially in 
sectors like pharmaceuti-
cals where pollution chal-
lenges are evolving. EO 
Rantej Sharma informed 
that Engineer Rohit Singla, 
Anuradha Sharma, Senior 

Environmental Engineer 
highlighted the regional 
approach of PPCB for pol-
lution control. Dr. Anoop 
Verma, SE Gursharan Das 
Garg, emphasized on the 
regulatory journey and 
achievements of the Board. 
The event concluded with 
the presentation of the 
commemorative Golden 
Jubilee Calendar of PPCB. 
The event brought togeth-
er eminent officials, en-
vironmental experts and 
academic leaders to reflect 
on the significant contri-
butions of PPCB over the 
last five decades.

PPCB Golden Jubilee highlights 
pollution control in pharma sector 

 Dengue survey conducted in Dhakoli 
under ‘War on Dengue Friday’ drive

Dy Commissioner hails Chandigarh residents for effective emergency response

Due to the halt in devel-
opment work in the 
city, 14 councillors 

submitted a memorandum to 
the Executive Officer on Fri-
day and demanded that if any 
emergency situation arises in 
the country, how will we be 
able to help the people. Be-
cause the administration is 
not making any coordina-
tion with the councillors of 
the city. Councillors Harjeet 
Singh Minta, Neha Sharma, 
Ajitpal Singh, Navjot Singh, 
Jaswinder Longia, Sukhbir 
Singh Longia, Dharminder 
Sharma, Yadvinder Sharma, 
Parveen Sharma, Dharmind-
er Singh, Teji Sidhu, Jagdev 
Singh, Jaipal Singh and with 
them Mani Sharma, Pratap 
Rana, Anil Jain, etc. said 
that in view of the situation 
in the country, there was a 
blackout on Thursday, but 
many people in the city were 
keeping the lights on and the 
hawkers were sitting on the 
roadside with the lights on. 
Apart from this, the street 
lights of the city were also on. 
It is the responsibility of the 
Municipal Council and the 
administration to turn them 
off. But no officer or employ-

ee of the administration is 
picking up the phone, due to 
which a memorandum was 

handed over to the executive 
officer and a demand was 
made to fix the responsibili-

ties of the concerned officers. 
Apart from this, it was said 
to create a WhatsApp group 
and create mutual coordina-
tion so that the messages and 
important information of the 
administration can reach the 
people. At the same time, 
the councilors demanded 
to organize a meeting of the 
House as soon as possible 
to solve the problems of the 
people who are troubled by 
the stalling of development 
work in the city.

The councillors who gath-
ered on Friday supported 
Navjot Saini and said that if 
he will work ahead then we 
will all support him. Due to 
which Navjot Singh resigned 
from Aam Aadmi Party with 

a heavy heart on Friday and 
declared himself an indepen-
dent councillor. During this 
he said that people had made 
us councillors so that devel-
opment works of the people 
could be done. But develop-
ment has been stalled for a 
long time. Roads are broken 
everywhere, the condition 
of streets, drains and sewer-
age is so bad that people have 
become very upset. Due to 
which today all 15 to 16 coun-
cillors held a special meeting 
and demanded to call a meet-
ing of the House so that the 
stalled development works in 
the city can be taken forward 
and people can be given re-
lief. During this the council-
lors present there said that 
we had removed Udayveer 
Dhillon from the Pradhan 
post so that the work of the 
people could be done, but 
Aam Aadmi Party made the 
situation even worse than 
that. Due to which council-
lors of all parties want to 
come together and work on 
development works. For 
which they have been elected. 
On the issue of Pradhan and 
Vice Pradhan, Navjot Singh 
said that if all the other coun-
cillors support me then I am 
ready to serve.

‘I RESIGNED FROM AAM AADMI PARTY 
WITH A HEAVY HEART’: NAVJOT SAINI
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Tyre of moving bus bursts 
on Zirakpur flyover, major 
mishap averted

On Friday morning around 
11 a.m., a major accident 
was narrowly avoided on 
the Zirakpur flyover when 
a CTU bus suffered a tyre 
burst while in motion. The 
incident involved a Chandi-
garh Transport Undertaking 
(CTU) bus that was on its way 
from Chandigarh to Narnol 
with approximately 35 pas-
sengers on board.

As the bus descended the 
Zirakpur flyover, one of its 
tyres suddenly burst. React-
ing swiftly, the driver showed 
commendable presence of 
mind and managed to bring 
the vehicle to a safe halt, pre-
venting what could have been 
a serious mishap. Thanks to 
his timely response, no inju-
ries were reported among the 
passengers.

After safely stopping the 
vehicle, the driver coordi-
nated with authorities to ar-
range alternative transport 
for the stranded passengers. 
Another bus was promptly 
arranged, and the passen-
gers were safely transferred 
to continue their journey. 
The damaged bus was later 
moved from the scene with 

the help of a crane and sent 
to a workshop for necessary 
repairs.

This incident comes just 
two weeks after a similar 
situation occurred on the 
same flyover, when another 
bus went out of control and 
crashed. In that case, the 
driver was rescued with con-
siderable effort, highlighting 
the recurring safety concerns 
on this route.

Authorities are being urged 
to inspect road conditions 
and vehicle maintenance 
standards to prevent such 
incidents in the future. The 
alertness and quick think-
ing of the driver in Friday’s 
case, however, ensured the 
safety of all passengers and 
prevented what could have 
been a serious tragedy.
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Two incidents took place 
in Zirakpur as soon as the 
blackout started at 8 pm on 
Thursday. In the first com-
plaint, Raj Chauhan told 
the police that he works as 
an AC repairer. His salary 
is 9 thousand. He got his 
salary on Thursday, out of 
which he had spent 1 thou-
sand rupees. Raj Chauhan 
told that after returning 
from work, he was going 
to the park with his friend 
12-year-old Prince at 8 pm. 
There was a blackout at that 
time. Under the Saini Vihar 
Phase-3 underbridge, a boy 
first surrounded him and 
tried to rob his belongings. 
When he started fighting, 
the robber youth whistled 
and called his friends. 
About 6 to 7 boys came af-
ter hearing his whistle, who 
had knives, rods, sticks and 
stones in their hands. All 
of them came and attacked 
him. He was attacked on 

the head with a rod and a 
knife. The robbers took out 
8 thousand rupees of his sal-
ary from his pocket and fled 
after snatching his mobile. 
His friend Prince rushed 
him to Dhakoli Hospital 
from where he was referred 
to GMCH-32. Raj Chauhan 
has got five stitches on his 
head.

The second incident took 
place in Tribune Colony of 
Baltana where a youth at-
tacked another youth with 
a sharp weapon for Rs 100. 
The incident was carried 
out during the blackout. 
Naushad Ali, a resident 

of Baltana, was injured in 
this attack. He was attacked 
with a sharp weapon on 
his ear due to which his ear 
was cut. Naushad was sent 
to GMCH-32 in an injured 
condition where he was sent 
back after first aid. Naushad 
Ali told that three youths 
came to him on a scooter 
and started demanding Rs 
100 from him. When he 
refused, all three attacked 
him with sharp weapons. 
One of the attacks hit his 
ear, causing a deep cut. Lat-
er they fled after snatching 
five thousand rupees from 
his pocket.

In the weekly Bhagwat 
Katha Gyan Yagna held at 
Prem Mandir in Trivedi 
Camp, Sant Prem Murti 
Maharaj, the narrator from 
Vrindavan, is narrating the 
chapters from Shri Vishnu 
Avtaar to Shri Krishna 
Avtaar in a musical atmo-
sphere. He congratulated 
the congregation for the 
crowd of devotees gath-
ering day by day. He said 
that like the Shri Ram 
temple built in Ayodhya, 
the temples in Mathura 
and Kashi should also be 

renovated. Anyway, the fol-
lowers of Sanatan Dharma 
have goodwill towards all 
religions. Sarpanch Sunita 
Rani along with the Pan-
chayat members attended 
and received the blessings 
of the narrator. Sunita Cho-
pra, Deepak Sharma, Vikas 
Chopra, Shanti, Gulshan, 
Hariom, Gurmeet, Goldie 

Pahwa were also present in 
today’s story. Vikas told that 
the Shrimad Bhagwat Katha 
has been going on since May 
2, in which the enthusiasm 
of the devotees is worth 
seeing. In the packed pan-
dal, the repeated chants of 
Radhe-Radhe and Jai Shri 
Ram were making the entire 
atmosphere devotional.

Two robbing incidents during 
blackout in Baltana

Devotees gather for Shrimad 
Bhagwat Katha at Trivedi Camp

Tdg neTwork 
Zirakpur    

Tdg neTwork 
Derabassi     

These sirens can be activated at any 
time of the day or night, depending 

on the changing situation. 

This incident comes 
just two weeks after 
a similar situation 

occurred on the 
same flyover, when 
another bus went 

out of control 
and crashed. 

14 councillors submitted a memorandum to the Executive Officer due to the stagnation of 
development work.

  I cannot call a meeting alone, a 
meeting will be called according to the 

rules of the government. All the officers and 
employees have been informed about the 
rest of the development work. After seven 

o’clock in the evening, duties have been 
assigned to remove all the hawkers from 
the roads and black out will be observed 

with the cooperation of the people.
- Jagjit Singh Judge, Executive 

Officer, Zirakpur.

        Raj Chauhan’s complaint has 
been received and his statement 

has been recorded. The matter is being 
investigated. The process of registering 

a case against unknown persons has 
been started. Naushad Ali has not yet 

lodged a complaint at the police station.
- Urpreet Singh, Outpost Incharge Baltana

Officials with the Golden Jubilee Calendar of PPCB which was released on the occasion.



Two indicators of 
spiritual transfor-
mation are: worry 
reduces and one 
b e c o m e s  m o r e 
lighthearted and 
joyful. Also a per-
son begins to see 
more meaningful 
coincidences and 
moments of syn-
chronicity in life. 
To what extent do 
I see these indica-
tors in my spiri-
tual growth? What 
other indicators do 
I see? Today let me 
notice the signs of 
my own transfor-
mation. 

A  
thought 

for todAy

Virtue has a bad reputation. 
People treat it like a checklist for 
being “good” or a bland alterna-
tive to real fun. But what if virtue 
is not a rule book at all? What if it 
is a hidden design — something 
real, flowing beneath the noise?

Think of a river. When it flows 
freely, it nourishes. Block it, and 
you get stagnation, disease, flood. 
Virtue works the same way. It is 
not forced goodness — it is our 
natural current, once the block-
ages are cleared.

The challenge? Distractions 
scream. Cravings seduce. Virtue 
whispers. It does not chase or 
beg to be seen. It just is. Unless 
we learn to feel it, we might miss 
it entirely.

This is not about morality. It is 
about recognition. Each of the 
seven essential virtues — Peace, 
Joy, Love, Bliss, Purity, Power, 
Truth — is not something we 
build from scratch. It is some-
thing we uncover. Something 
already alive in us, waiting be-
neath the clutter.

And it begins with Peace — the 
stillness that moves everything. 
Not passivity, but presence. When 
fear quiets, peace speaks — not 
with volume, but with gravity. 
Like the calm of a deep pool, it 
holds everything without strug-
gle. Real peace does not pause life 
— it lets it flow.

From this stillness, Joy — the 
lightness that lifts everything 
— rises like sunlight on the wa-
ter’s surface. Joy does not arrive 
because we have earned it. It bub-
bles up when we stop trying so 
hard to hold everything together. 
Joy reminds us that lightness is 
not frivolity — it is freedom.

As Joy opens us, we feel Love — 
the force that unites. Love is the 
river’s reach, flowing into every 
crevice, nourishing everything 
in its path. Not sentiment, not 
possession — just the quiet pull 
toward connection. Love does not 

restrict — it expands.
Beneath the movement, there 

is Bliss — the quiet delight of 
simply being. Deeper than joy, it 
hums below the surface like the 
current under calm water. Bliss 
is not excitement — it is pres-
ence. Not something to chase, 
but something we touch when 
we no longer resist the moment.

In that depth, we discover Pu-
rity — the state of being undis-
torted. The river does not try to be 
pure — it is, when nothing clouds 
it. Purity is clarity, the unfiltered 
transparency that appears when 
there is nothing to hide and noth-
ing to force.

And in that clarity, we feel Pow-
er — the strength of alignment. 
Not the power of pushing, but the 
strength that comes from moving 
in harmony with what is. Like a 
river shaping stone over time, true 
power flows with what is real — it 
does not resist, but it never yields 
its direction.

Beneath every current is Truth 
— the foundation of everything. 
Like the riverbed shaping the 
course of flow, truth holds 
steady, untouched by preference 
or opinion. It does not shout to 
be noticed. It simply is — quiet, 

constant, sure.
These virtues are not traits we 

earn. They are not trophies. They 
are what is left when the noise 
drops out. Peace when fear fades. 
Joy when striving ends. Purity 
when distortion clears.

And once you feel them — even 
once — you never forget. They are 
not dull. They are alive. Familiar. 
Flowing. Virtue is not a burden. 
It is a rediscovery. A return to 
the natural course. And just like 
water, it always finds the path of 
least resistance — moving not 
with effort, but with grace.

How do we uncover this flow of 
virtue deep within us? We spend 
time in bringing each one to the 
surface. We take time to really feel 
the energy of that virtue, use it 
in our lives, re-affirm it, and go 
deeper and deeper each time, 
until we ultimately become full 
of all the virtues. It is through 
meditation and connection with 
the source of all virtue – the Su-
preme Being, that we have the 
power to delve that deeply into 
the silence, and rediscover our 
true nature.
Michael Frank is a teacher of Rajyoga 
meditation with the Brahma Kumaris 
and is based in Halifax, Canada.

The truth of virtue 

MichAel frAnk

Young people are 
generally regarded 
as a potential source 

of positive change. Govern-
ments and organisations 
try to channel their vigour 
and enthusiasm in order 
to foster in them a posi-
tive identity, resilience, and 
help in their overall devel-
opment. This is seen as cru-
cial for economic and social 
progress in communities 
and nations. 

According to the United 
Nations, there have never 
been so many young people 
in the world as now, and 
they represent a great po-
tential for economic and 
social growth. While their 
potential is vast, the reali-
ties surrounding the youth 
today are not all encourag-
ing. There was a time when 
youth was considered the 
best phase of one’s life, ro-
manticised and envied by 
those past their prime. But 

now, young people are as-
sociated with unemploy-
ment, disorder, violence, 
and substance abuse. In 
some communities, they 
are seen as a nuisance. 

Why has this promising 
segment of the population 
come to be regarded as a 
source of problems? There 
are several reasons for this.

Too many of the world’s 
young people are trapped 
in insecurity, with few op-
portunities to learn or earn 
a decent living, and little 
hope for the future. Grow-
ing populations and slug-
gish economies are increas-
ing competition for jobs. 
Technological advance-
ments are putting more 
jobs beyond the reach of 
those without higher edu-
cation or advanced train-
ing. A lot of young people 
thus remain out of work or 
stuck in low-paying jobs. 
The resulting economic 
hardship takes a psycho-
logical toll, and many of 
them become resentful of 
an economic order they see 
as unjust. Their feelings are 
sometimes vented through 
extremism and violence, 
or they resign themselves 
to an unhappy existence. 
Many turn to alcohol and 
drugs in a misguided at-
tempt to escape their miser-
ies, while some take to a life 
of crime.

While economic and so-
cial factors do create condi-
tions in which young peo-
ple end up as unproductive 
or undesirable elements in 
society, they do not entirely 
explain this phenomenon. 
Even individuals from priv-
ileged backgrounds who 

have never encountered de-
privation pick up harmful 
habits and ideas, and end 
up as drug addicts, crimi-
nals, or terrorists.

The reason many young 
people take the wrong turn 
at some point in their life 
is a weak moral compass, 

which fails to show them 
the right way. Governments 
spend a lot of money on 
providing a good educa-
tion for the young, but little 
attention is paid to the val-
ues they pick up. From a 
young age, children are 
told, or come to believe, that 

success, and by extension 
happiness, will come from 
getting good grades and a 
well-paying job. In today’s 
overtly materialistic milieu, 
the role models for young 
people are those who have 
become very rich or famous 
through exceptional skill or 

talent. Some of these high-
achieving individuals have 
their faults, but impres-
sionable youngsters nev-
ertheless copy them, in the 
process picking up wasteful 
or harmful habits. When 
these idolised celebrities do 
something wrong, the mes-
sage that goes out to their 
adoring fans is that it is all 
right to make mistakes as 
we are merely human.

When youngsters see po-
litical and religious leaders, 
business tycoons, and top 
sportspersons getting em-
broiled in scandals, many 
of them conclude that it is 
pointless to remain upright: 
it is smarter to get ahead by 
hook or by crook as that is 
what everybody is doing. 
The rebel types become 
convinced that all means 
are justified to correct a sys-
tem that is loaded against 
the underprivileged.

It is here that spiritual 
education can play a role. 
Everyone, especially the 
young, need to know that 
the true worth of a person is 
measured by their charac-
ter. I could be a billionaire, 
but if I am arrogant, dishon-
est, and selfish, I will get lit-
tle love or respect. Wealth, 
fame, and flamboyance may 
impress people for some 
time, but what touches their 
hearts is kindness, humility, 
and integrity. These values 

do not just please others; 
one who has them is re-
warded with peace of mind, 
a sense of satisfaction, and 
happy relationships. Such 
individuals win the trust of 
others and are offered op-
portunities that everyone 
does not get. 

The materialistic mantra 
is: grab more to get more. 
In the process, you deprive 
and antagonise others and 
no one would like to share 
anything with you. You are 
soon isolated and find your-
self the target of resentment 
and hostility. The spiritual 
principle works exactly the 
other way: The more you 
give, the more you get in 
return – opportunities, co-
operation, love, trust, and 
success -- and you make a 
lot of friends in the process.

When young people un-
derstand this subtle truth, 
they will begin to appreci-
ate the value of community 
initiatives and collaborative 
efforts that seek to address 
their issues in a construc-
tive way. They will also 
realise that dialogue and 
engagement with the stake-
holders, and not protests 
and violence, are the best 
ways to create a better fu-
ture for themselves.
B.K. Atam Prakash is a Rajyo-
ga teacher at the Brahma Ku-
maris headquarters in Mount 
Abu, Rajasthan.

Spirituality for the young

B.k. AtAM PrAkAsh

In real life and on the internet, 
we are often advised to be pas-
sionate about whatever we do, 
in order to achieve the desired 
results. Passion helps — it pro-
vides us energy, drive, and re-
silience. Those who are deeply 
passionate about a task often 
push through obstacles that 
others might quit at. But passion 
is not the only path to achieve-
ment.

Wisdom, discipline, and a 
sense of duty — all of these can 
lead to good outcomes even 
without intense emotion. Many 
people achieve their goals 
through steady, consistent ef-

fort rather than bursts of inspi-
ration. So, while passion can be 
a powerful engine for attaining 
success, it is not strictly neces-
sary.

Actually, when passion is not 
accompanied by wisdom, it can 
burn out or lead to recklessness 
and ego-driven goals. There are 
several well-known examples 
of people’s intense dedication to 
their craft leading them to great 
achievements, but ultimate-
ly, their unrelenting passion 
turned out to be their undoing. 
Their inability, or unwilling-
ness, to balance passion with 
caution or self-care resulted in 
personal suffering and, in some 
cases, premature death.

In today’s world, the perils of 
unchecked passion can be seen 
most commonly in the field of 
sports, where the drive for vic-
tory sometimes takes the form 
of vehemence, impulsiveness, 
and aggression.

Wisdom alone may also not be 
enough to realise our dreams. 
In the absence of passion, it can 
turn passive, or lack motivation. 
It is when the two are together 

that they create a kind of pur-
poseful fire — energy guided by 

insight. That is when people be-
come both effective and ethical.

In the Bhagavad Gita, Shri 
Krishna encourages the Pan-

dava prince Arjuna to fight with 
full energy and fulfil his duty, 
but without ego or personal 
desire. That is passionate de-
tachment. The Gita emphasizes 
equanimity — staying balanced 
in success and failure, not cling-
ing to results, and doing one’s 
duty without selfish attach-
ment. 

Passion is not about getting 
things done by hook or by crook 
in a desperate attempt to win at 
any cost. That is imprudence. It 
is really about caring for the task 
and engaging with it fully and 
responsibly. Similarly, equa-
nimity is not indifference, but a 
calm inner balance while fully 
engaged in action, without crav-
ing success or fearing failure. It 
is like being in love with the ef-
fort, while at the same time not 
needing a specific outcome to 
validate our exertions. This is 
done not by suppressing emo-
tion, but by cultivating a still 
centre amidst the storm. It is the 
hallmark of spiritual maturity.
B.K. Usha is a Rajyoga teacher at 
the Brahma Kumaris headquarters 
in Abu Road, Rajasthan.

Balancing passion and equanimity

B.k. ushA

The spiritual principle is — the more you give, the more you get in return – opportunities, cooperation, trust, and success.

When passion is accompanied by wisdom, the balance brings success.

Virtue is not forced goodness — it is our natural current, once the blockages are cleared.
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Motherhood often comes 
with a celebrated sacrifice 
that can lead to self-erasure. 
The moment a woman be-
comes a mother, the world 
tends to remember her for 
her roles, as the caregiver, the 
homemaker, while quietly 
forgetting her essence. She 
becomes the center of her 
family’s orbit, yet slowly los-
es connection with her own 
gravity. What was once her 
name becomes “Mumma.” 
What was once her dream 
becomes “someday.” And 
what was once her voice 
becomes a whisper under 
layers of routine.

Reclaiming identity is not 
about turning away from 
motherhood. It’s about re-
membering that motherhood 
is part of her, not all of who 
she is. Identity loss doesn’t 
arrive dramatically; it arrives 
gradually- through unspo-
ken expectations, continu-
ous self-neglect, and years 
of emotional multitask-
ing. But it can be reversed. 
Not through rebellion, but 
through quiet, consistent 
choices that say, ‘I am al-
lowed to be whole. ‘

Reclaim rhythm before 
roles: Most mothers wake 
up into a role, not into 
themselves. They enter the 
day reacting to others’ needs 
before they’ve even asked 
themselves how they feel. 
Reclaiming identity starts 
with rhythm- returning to 
a morning that begins with 
her. Even ten quiet minutes 
of reflection, movement, 
music, or mindful stillness 

can shift her from reaction 
to intention. It’s a small act, 
but a powerful declaration: ‘I 
belong to myself first.’

Redefine worth outside of 
usefulness: Many women 
are conditioned to associ-
ate their value with being 
needed. If they are not fix-
ing, organizing, giving, or 
caring, they feel invisible. 
Reclaiming identity means 
separating worth from use-
fulness. She is allowed to 
have a desire that doesn’t 
serve anyone else. She is al-
lowed to rest without guilt. 
Her joy does not have to be 
productive to be valid.

Give yourself back your 
name: Motherhood often 
leads to the disappearance of 
identity in language. Friends 
call less. Partners speak in 
logistics. Children call her 
“mumma,” and slowly, her 
name gets lost in function. 
To reclaim her identity, she 
must remember her own 
name, not just in title, but 
in how she refers to her-
self within her mind. Who 
was she before the labels? 
What did she crave, create, 
or imagine? That woman is 
not gone. 

Restore the inner dialogue: 
Often, mothers speak to 
themselves in a tone they 
would never use on their 
children- critical, rushed, 
dismissive. The voice in her 
head often becomes me-
chanical: “You should be 
doing more.” “You’re falling 
behind.” “Why can’t you just 
be better at this?” Reclaim-

ing identity means rewriting 
that voice. Speaking to her-
self like someone she loves. 
With grace. With presence. 
With the same compassion 
she extends so freely to oth-
ers.

Let yourself be seen again: 
In the journey of giving, 
many mothers stop being 
visible in their own lives. 
They dodge the camera. 
They say no to the dinner. 
They delay the gathering 
because there’s always some-
thing more important. Iden-
tity can’t survive in the shad-
ows. Reclaiming it means 
choosing to be seen again- by 
dressing for herself, saying 
yes to joy, and showing up in 
places where she is not “the 
mom of someone” but simply 
herself.

Reclaiming identity isn’t 
about becoming someone 
new, it’s about remember-
ing who’s always been there 
beneath the surface. A 
mother’s wholeness is not 
a threat to her family; it is a 
gift. When a woman returns 
to herself, she models some-
thing powerful: that love is 
not self-abandonment, and 
that joy does not have to wait 
its turn. She does not have to 
disappear to be a good moth-
er. She only has to remember 
that she matters too.

Dr Chandni Tugnait,  MD (A.M) 
Psychotherapist, Life Alchemist, 
Coach & Healer, Founder & 
Director, Gateway of Healing 
shares few steps to help mothers 
reclaim their identity-

1. You transitioned quite early from a cor-
porate career to leadership development. 
What shaped that decision, and how did 
the journey unfold?
I started my career in corporate 
banking at Citibank. It gave me a 
strong foundation in business, but 
I soon realized that what energized 
me most was helping people realize 
their potential. I was drawn to con-
versations about leadership, growth, 
and transformation—things that 
weren’t necessarily part of my job 
description. I chose to follow that 
calling early in my career, moving 
into leadership facilitation and even-
tually executive coaching.

 It wasn’t an easy transition. Walk-
ing away from a structured corpo-
rate path meant learning to trust my 
instincts—and building a life more 
aligned with my values of authentic-
ity, purpose, and service. Over three 
decades, this journey has evolved into 
Powerfulife Solutions, where I work 
with leaders, founders, and profes-
sionals to help them lead with power, 
presence, and joy.
2. Leadership coaching has become a 
crowded space today. What differenti-
ates your approach from others?
Today, leadership coaching often 
emphasizes skills, tools, or check-
lists. While these are useful, real 
leadership transformation comes 
from the inside out.

At Powerfulife Solutions, my work 
is grounded in helping leaders re-
claim their authentic power—the 
ability to act with agency, presence, 
and purpose.

Unlike one-size-fits-all programs, 
my leadership journeys integrate the 
Being and the Doing—deep inner 
shifts coupled with visible leader-
ship behaviors.

Through my coaching, I guide in-
dividuals to recognize their inherent 
potential and connect to their own 
values and purpose to overcome lim-
iting and shadow beliefs that create 
pwoer blocks.

When I coach women, we connect 
deeply to the 4 strategies or condi-
tioning that blocks our power and 
potential 

Diminish (underplaying your 
worth), Divide (judging and compet-
ing with others), Deter ( giving in to 
fear of negative consequences), and 
Decorate (being pressured to live 
upto impossibly high standards).

Another key differentiator is the 
Powerfulife Assessment, South 
Asia’s first validated psychometric 
tool for women leaders. Based on six 
feminine archetypes, it has helped 
over 3,500 women discover new di-
mensions of their leadership.

Ultimately, my belief is simple: 
true leadership comes when you 
align your strengths, energy, and 
purpose.

That’s what I help leaders do—not 
just perform better, but live and lead 
more powerfully.
3. You’ve developed the Powerfulife As-
sessment for women. Could you share the 
idea behind it and the impact it’s created?
In my work across industries, I 
often found that women leaders’ 
potential was being seen through 
traditional, often narrow, leader-
ship models. Many of the traits that 
women bring—nurturing, resilience, 
collaboration—weren’t recognized as 
“leadership” enough.

The Powerfulife Assessment grew 
out of a desire to change that narra-
tive. It’s based on six feminine arche-
types, such as the Veera (Warrior), 
the Rani (Leader), the Ma (Nurturer), 
Rishika ( Seeker) , Apsara ( influenc-

er) and Kanya (good girl)  allowing 
women to see leadership through a 
broader, empowering lens. I shared 
the model first in my book Powerful 
and then worked with a pshychome-
trician to create a validated assess-
ment using research data.

Today, over 3,500 women across 
industries have used the assessment 
to better understand their leadership 
energy, recognize unconscious pat-
terns, and step into their authentic 
power. It’s a tool that enables reflec-
tion and action—and I’m grateful to 
see the kind of deep shifts it continues 
to create.
Curious to discover your dominant lead-
ership archetype?
Take the free Powerfulife Assessment 
and begin your leadership journey.
4. Your next book, The Nurturing Quo-
tient, is generating interest. What lead-
ership gaps are you hoping to address 
through it?
The Nurturing Quotient, co-au-
thored with Rajesh Ramakrishnan, 
will be published by Penguin in June 
2025.

 It focuses on an often overlooked 
leadership capability: the ability to 
nurture oneself and others. Lead-
ership has traditionally empha-
sized authority, achievement, and 
resilience, but nurturing—building 
environments of trust, psychologi-
cal safety, and sustainable perfor-
mance—is equally critical, especially 
in today’s complex world.

 We explore how leaders can ac-
tively nurture themselves across 
four domains of energy—physical, 
emotional, mental, and spiritual—
so they can show up fully for their 
teams and organizations. The idea 

is simple but powerful: if you are 
depleted within, you cannot nurture 
growth outside. Leaders nurture oth-
ers through the qualities of HOPE- 
Humility,Openness, Patience and 
Empathy . Guided by these qualities 
that can Mentor&Coach others, Lis-
ten Actively , Inspire others to grow 
and Empower the team to thrive.

We have also created an assessment 
which can give you your score- the 
NQ-Nurturing Quotient and indicate 
the areas where you do well and ar-
eas to improve your nurturing be-
haviors. 
5. For young leaders today, especially 
women professionals, what advice would 
you offer for building authentic leader-
ship?
First, I would say: know yourself 
deeply. Take the time to under-
stand your core values, your inner 
drivers, and what gives you energy, 
your larger purpose. Leadership is 
not about fitting a mold—it’s about 
creating one that fits you. You can 
be authentic and skilled.

Second, claim your space unapolo-
getically. Leadership is about impact, 
not titles. You don’t need permission 
to start influencing the world around 
you.

And third, nurture yourself. Sus-
tainable leadership is not a sprint; it’s 
a marathon. Learn practices that re-
plenish your energy, build resilience, 
and ground you in your purpose.

Especially for women, I would add: 
you are powerful. You have all the 
powers you need within you- they 
have been stifled or stilled by condi-
tioning but you evoke your powers, 
be guided by purpose and claim your 
space and voice in the world.
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Helping mothers 
reclaim their identity

From archetypes to authenticity: How 
Nirupama Subramanian and Powerfulife 
are redefining women’s leadership

“My  d a u g h -
t e r  c a m e 
home wide-

eyed and said, ‘Mumma, 
my classmate’s grandma 
doesn’t look like a dadi—she 
looks like her chachi!’ Turns 
out, she was full of Botox. 
Smooth forehead, pouty 
lips, not a line in sight.

When people start look-
ing unusually young, it does 
something strange—it blurs 
roles, confuses perception, 
and breaks generational 
codes. We expect grand-
mothers to look like grand-
mothers. When they don’t, 
it’s not just their face that’s 
changed—it’s how we relate 
to them.

But the bigger question is: 
why this urge to erase age 
so completely? Delve deep 
into the psyche of women 
and a billionaire’s wife re-
veals in a private intimate 
conversation- “We women 

become a depreciating as-
set over time. He (husband) 
will find beauties swooning 
over him even in his 70s, 
80s, 90s despite his bulg-
ing tummy and balding 
head. His worth is mea-
sured by his wealth and 
in a woman’s case, by her 
beauty. And that’s the hon-
est truth.” From KP Singh 
finding love at 91 to Warren 
Buffett remarrying SOON 
after his first wife’s death, 
and Gates, Trump... the 
rich surely don’t retire from 
romance. (and often with 
someone decades younger).

Take the case of women, 
and their currency is youth 
and even more dangerously, 
ageing has become optional. 
And once something be-
comes optional, not opting 
in can feel like opting out—
of desirability, of relevance, 
even of self-respect. It’s not 
just about beauty—it’s about 
belonging. About clinging 
to youth in a culture that 
sidelines the old. Looking 
young becomes a form of so-
cial survival. A way to stay 
seen. Relevant. Wanted.

But in chasing the age-
less look, we may be age-
ing out of authenticity. 
When everyone looks like 
they’re 30—who teaches 
the 30-year-olds what 60 
looks like?

There’s a strange kind of 
doublethink at play today. 
We celebrate ageing grace-

fully—and yet, we spend 
thousands smoothing out 
the very lines that come 
with grace. With Instagram, 
filters, reels—beauty is un-
der a constant spotlight. Bo-
tox smooths skin, enhances 
symmetry, and creates that 
“camera-ready” face with-
out going under the knife. 
We claim to embrace our 
natural selves, while Bo-
tox clinics and filter-heavy 
selfies quietly tell another 
story. And Botox used to 
be a five-star service. To-
day, it’s available in dermat 
clinics, medispas, and even 
mall-based salons. EMI 
options, packages, and in-
fluencer marketing make it 
both aspirational and  acces-
sible. Thanks to celebs and 
content creators being open 
about injectables, botox is 

now talked about like skin-
care—just with a needle.

And do you know where it 
is leading younger women 
to… Women in their late 20s 
and early 30s are starting 
early—not to reverse wrin-
kles, but to prevent them. 
This shift toward “prejuve-
nation” is trending globally, 
and India’s catching on.

It’s also creating problems 
in society where middle 
aged women end up at-

tracting young suitors. And 
then what happens when 
the expectations, emotional 
maturity, or life stages don’t 
align? There’s thrill, yes. 
But more than that confu-
sion, embarrassment and 
disasters.

So why do we, especially 
women, want to look eter-
nally young?

The short answer: because 
youth is valued and you are 
painfully undervalued with 

age. We live in a culture 
where being young isn’t 
just desirable—it’s a form of 
social capital. Youth equals 
energy, beauty, relevance, 
and vitality. Ageing, on the 
other hand, is often equated 
with decline: physical, so-
cial, and professional. This 
isn’t new, but the tools to de-
lay ageing are newer, sharp-
er, and more accessible than 
ever before.

Earlier generations didn’t 

have Botox on EMI. They 
didn’t have under-eye fillers 
at mall kiosks or YouTube 
dermatologists telling them 
that “prejuvenation” at 28 
is smart self-care. Today, 
the pressure to “not age” 
doesn’t just come from mov-
ies or magazines—it’s algo-
rithmic. Your face on Zoom. 
Your reel views. Your dating 
profile. The ring light that 
flatters, but also reveals.

But here’s the twist: the 
desire to look young is no 
longer just about beauty. 
It’s about control. For many 
women, especially those 
in their 30s and 40s, in-
jectables are not vanity—
they’re agency. After years 
of being told how to look 
and what to wear, choosing 
Botox is, ironically, a per-
sonal decision to own the 

mirror again.
Yet, we must ask: what 

happens when youth be-
comes the only acceptable 
version of ourselves?

There is nothing wrong 
with aesthetic enhance-
ments. What’s wrong is 
when one’s age becomes a 
liability—at work, in rela-
tionships, in how seriously 
we’re taken. And that is not 
a skin-deep problem. That’s 
societal.

Let’s normalize ageing not 
as a decline but as a deepen-
ing. Let’s allow a wrinkle to 
mean wisdom, not weak-
ness. And while we may 
still love our serums and 
shots, let them be tools—not 
terms—for belonging.

Because ageing is not the 
enemy. The fear of becom-
ing invisible is. 

There’s a strange kind of doublethink at play today. We 
celebrate ageing gracefully—and yet, we spend thousands 

smoothing out the very lines that come with grace. With 
Instagram, filters, reels—beauty is under a constant spotlight. 

Botox smooths skin, enhances symmetry, and creates that 
“camera-ready” face without going under the knife. 

Today, over 3,500 women across industries have 

used the assessment to better understand their 

leadership energy, recognize unconscious patterns, 

and step into their authentic power. It’s a tool that 

enables reflection and action—and I’m grateful to 

see the kind of deep shifts it continues to create.

Forever 25: The obsession with eternal youth

namraTa kohli 

Woman Wise

Nirupama Subramanian, through Powerfulife, redefines women’s leadership by 

shifting focus from rigid archetypes to authentic expression, fostering inclusive 

workplaces grounded in empathy, self-awareness, and emotional intelligence.


