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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will chair a meeting of 
the Union Council of Minis-
ters on Wednesday, the first 
after India’s punitive mili-
tary action against Pakistan 
under Operation Sindoor 
launched in response to the 
Pahalgam terror attack.

Sources said the ministers 
are likely to be given details 
of the operation, which is 
also expected to figure in the 
ruling BJP’s programmes 
starting next week to mark 
the first anniversary of the 
Modi government in its 

third term.
Besides speaking on Op-

eration Sindoor, the prime 
minister may give an overall 
highlight of his governance 
thrust in the council meet-
ing as the ministers prepare 

to communicate with peo-
ple across the country dur-
ing the anniversary events.

India’s precise strikes on 

Elon Musk-owned electric 
car manufacturer Tesla is 
not interested in manu-
facturing in India, instead, 
they are opening show-
rooms, Union Minister for 
Heavy Industries HD Ku-
maraswamy told reporters 
on Monday.

“Tesla, we are not actu-
ally expected from them, 
they are only to start show-

rooms. They are not inter-
ested in manufacturing in 
India,” the minister said.

Heavy Industry Secretary 
Kamran Rizvi added, “So 
the real intent we’ll know 
when we open the appli-
cation and if the company 
still feels like investing. 
What minister sir is telling 
is about what people they 
come and told informally.”

The minister added that 
many European compa-

In Rajasthan, members of 
District Milk Producers’ 
Cooperative Unions had 
not received their subsidies 
under the Mukhyamantri 
Dugdh Utpadak Sambal Yo-
jana (Chief Minister Dairy 
Producers Support Scheme) 
for several months. During 
a recent public grievance 
hearing, cooperative board 
members directly raised 
their concerns with Chief 
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma.

Responding promptly, the 

Chief Minister instructed of-
ficials to release all pending 
subsidy payments without 
delay. Following his direc-
tive, the subsidy amounts 
were directly transferred to 
the bank accounts of nearly 
4.5 lakh (450,000) eligible 
dairy farmers across the 

state.
Farmers expressed heart-

felt gratitude, praising 
Sharma as a dedicated ad-
vocate for their welfare who 
responds swiftly to their 
concerns. They lauded the 
government’s continuous 
efforts to improve the eco-
nomic conditions of farm-
ers and promote animal 
husbandry.

These decisive steps to 
support farmers are integral 
to laying a strong founda-
tion for a self-reliant Rajast-
han. Inspired by the aspira-
tions of its people, the state 

The man on whose com-
plaint the Kolkata Police ar-
rested Sharmishta Panoli, 
a 22-year-old law student 
and Instagrammer study-
ing in Pune, on charges 
of hurting Muslim senti-
ments, has been found to 
have posted multiple mes-
sages insulting Hindus 
and Hindu Gods and God-
desses. A complaint has 
been filed against him in 
Kolkata.

Wazahat Khan of Kol-
kata, who runs the Rashi-
di Foundation, has been 
found to have posted mul-
tiple social media posts 
denigrating Hindu deities 
and making vile comments 
against Sanatan Dharma. 
Despite this, he has not 
been arrested by the Kol-
kata police.

Wazahat Khan, claiming 
to be the general secretary 
of the Rashidi Foundation, 
had filed the FIR against 
Sharmishta Panoli and had 
taken the credit for ensur-

ing her arrest 1,500 km 
away from Gurgaon.

Sharmishta Panoli had 
posted an Instagram video 
lashing out at Pakistan in 
the aftermath of Operation 
Sindoor, which contained 
a reference to Prophet Mo-
hammed, thereby offend-
ing Muslims.

Though she deleted the 
offending post and posted 
another video apologiz-
ing for her action, Kolkata 
Police travelled all the way 
to Gurugram and arrested 
her on Friday afternoon. 
She was brought to the city 
on transit remand and pro-
duced before the Alipore 
Police court on Saturday af-

ternoon and sent to judicial 
custody till June 13.

While being brought out 
of the court, a distraught 
Panoli said: “You cannot 
harass me like this. This is 
a democracy.”

Soon after Panoli’s posts 
started getting criticised by 
Muslim community lead-
ers across the country, she 
had deleted the offensive 
post on Instagram and 
apologised for her remarks 
on X.

In her post on X, Pa-
noli had said: “I do hereby 
tender my UNCONDI-
T I O NA L  A P O L O GY. 
Whatever was put are my 

PM to chair meet of Union 
Council of Ministers today

Tesla not keen on make in 
India, says minister

CM Sharma directs immidiate release of dairy subsidiesMan who got Sharmishta arrested 
is accused of same ‘hate’ offence

Landslide strikes Army camp in Sikkim, 
three jawans killed, three go missing 

Situation remains critical in Assam Arunachal 
toll rises to 10

20K people hit 
in Manipur

Over 1,600 
tourists stuck 
in two towns 
evacuatedThree army personnel 

died and six soldiers 
went missing after 

a landslide hit a military 
camp at Chhaten in Sikkim, 
a defence official said on 
Monday.

The landslide, which oc-
curred at 7pm on Sunday 
near Lachen town in Man-
gan district, was triggered 
by heavy rainfall in the 
area, he said.

“... A catastrophic land-
slide occurred following 
intense and continuous 
rainfall in the region caus-
ing death of three combat-
ants, identified as Havaldar 
Lakhwinder Singh, Lance 
Naik Munish Thakur, and 
Porter Abhishek Lakhada,” 
an official said in a state-
ment.

A massive landslide, trig-
gered by heavy rains struck 
an Army camp at approxi-
mately 7 PM on June 1.

Four personnel with mi-
nor injuries have been res-
cued. Mortal remains of 
Hav 

Bodies of the personnel 
have been recovered, while 
four other soldiers were 
rescued with minor inju-
ries, the official said in a 
statement.

“Rescue teams are work-
ing round-the-clock under 
challenging conditions to 
locate the six missing per-

sonnel,” he said.
The army has expressed 

deep condolences to the 
families of the deceased 
and assured all necessary 
support, the defence official 
added.

The National Highways 
& Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation (NHID-
CL) has issued a traffic ad-
visory restricting vehicular 
movement along the NH 

The flood situation in Assam 
remained grim on Monday 
with the water levels rising 
in many parts of the state, 
officials said.

The India Meteorological 
Department’s Regional Me-
teorological Centre (RMC) 
in Guwahati has said that 
moderate rainfall is very 
likely to occur at most plac-
es of Assam, while heavy to 
very heavy rainfall has been 
predicted at a few places and 
extremely heavy rainfall in 
isolated places.

A report by the Assam 
State Disaster Management 
Authority (ASDMA) on 
Sunday night said that two 
more people lost their lives 
in Cachar and Sribhumi dis-
tricts, and around four lakh 
people are reeling under the 
deluge across 15 districts.

The total number of peo-
ple losing their lives in this 

year’s flood and landslides 
has increased to 10.

Cachar is the worst hit 
with over one lakh people 
affected, followed by 85,000 
people in Sribhumi and 
62,000 in Nagaon, it added.

The administration has 
been operating 155 relief 
camps and relief distribu-
tion centres in 12 districts, 
taking care of 10,272 dis-
placed people at present.

The authorities have dis-
tributed 1,090.08 quintals of 
rice, 284.63 quintals of dal, 
952.76 quintals of salt and 

4,726.26 litres of mustard 
oil among the flood victims 
of the state during the last 24 
hours.

At present, 764 villages are 
under water and 3,524.38 
hectares of crop areas have 
been damaged across As-
sam, the ASDMA said.

Embankments, roads, 
bridges and other infra-
structure have been dam-
aged by flood waters in 
many districts across the 
state.

At present, the mighty 

With one more death re-
ported from Lohit dis-
trict, the toll in landslides 
and floods in Arunachal 
Pradesh rose to 10 even as 
incessant monsoon rains 
lashed the state on Monday, 
officials said.

According to the State 
Emergency Operation Cen-
tre (SEOC), 938 people in 

More than 19,000 people 
have been affected by floods 
in Manipur caused by over-
flowing rivers and breaches 
in embankments, officials 
said on Monday.

They said 3,365 houses 
have been damaged and 
19,811 people affected by 
floods triggered by inces-

Altogether 1,678 tourists, 
stuck in north Sikkim’s 
Lachung and Chungthang 
towns following rain-trig-
gered landslides there were 
evacuated on Monday, and 
more than 100 others are 
still stranded in Lachen, DGP 
Akshay Sachdeva said.

The evacuation of strand-
ed tourists began after the 
Border Roads Organisation 
(BRO) restored road connec-
tivity to Lachung in Mangan 
district.

Sachdeva said that 1,678 
tourists stranded in Lachung 
and Chungthang towns for 
several days left for Gangtok 
via Phidang near Dzongu 

rain fury wreaks havoc in north east
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Education hub Kota has 
once again affirmed its po-
sition as the coaching capital 
of India with outstanding re-
sults in JEE Advanced 2025. 
Rajit Gupta, a classroom stu-
dent from Kota secured All 
India Rank-1 with 332 out of 
360 marks. This marks the 
second consecutive year that 
a classroom student from 
Kota has topped one of the 
most competitive exams in 
the country.

The results were an-

nounced by IIT Kanpur on 
Monday.

Kota has contributed four 
students to the top 10. They 
are Rajit Gupta (AIR-1), 
Saksham Jindal (AIR-2), 
Akshat Kumar Chaurasia 
(AIR-6) and Devesh Pankaj 
Bhaiya (AIR-8). 

In the top 20, Kota also 
had Vedansh Garg (AIR-
13), Ritvik Khandelwal 
(AIR-14), Devdatta Majhi 
(AIR-16 and also the Girl 
Topper), and Agam Jignesh 
Shah (AIR-17).

Kota has produced 46 
students in the top 100, 

with 42 from classroom 
programmes, three from 

online test series, and one 
from distance learning. The 

city’s coaching institute Al-
len highlighted its consis-
tent success, noting that in 
2024 every fourth student 
admitted to IITs was from 
Allen.

The key to Kota’s consis-
tent performance lies in its 
robust ecosystem—nation-
al-level peer competition, 
top IIT-NIT faculty, excel-
lent academic support, 
and holistic student care 
through initiatives like Kota 
Cares. This environment 
continues to make Kota the 
most preferred destination 
for IIT aspirants.

Kota cements its status as numero uno in JEE coaching
tdg network 
kota

12
world champion 
Gukesh stuns former 
no. 1 maGnus carlsen

9
china hits backs at 
us, says us seriously 
undermined tariff truce

6
india, paraGuay 
stand united aGainst 
terrorism: pm modi

For the first time in six years, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is unlikely to attend 
the upcoming G7 summit to 
be held in Canada’s Alberta 
province, people familiar 
with the matter said on 
Monday.

Canada is hosting the sum-
mit from June 15 to 17 that is 

BJP to run ‘Sankalp Se 
Siddhi Tak’ campaign

CM congratulates 
Gukesh on historic win

Met predicts 
more rain

Elon Musk’s EV car 
company interested 

only in opening 
showrooms

A view of the landslide-affected area, at Chaten in Lachen in 
Sikkim.  ANI

A woman collects drinking water from a hand pump in a flood-
affected area, at Dekapara village in Nagaon on Monday. ANI

Sharmishta PanoliWazahat Khan

The first after 
India’s punitive 
military action 
against Pakistan

Rajit Gupta, who secured All India Rank – 1 in JEE Advanced 
2025 along with students celebrate at a Coaching Institute in 
Kota, after the announcement of JEE Advanced results, in Kota 
on Monday. ANI

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma con-
gratulated World Champion 
D Gukesh for his stunning 
victory over World No. 1 
Magnus Carlsen in the sixth 
round of the prestigious 
Norway Chess Tournament. 
Praising Gukesh’s remark-
able talent, confidence, and 
strategic brilliance, Sharma 
called the win a historic 

achievement that has made 
the entire nation proud and 
wished the young Grand-
master a bright and success-
ful future.

This victory marks Guke-
sh’s first-ever classical chess 
win against Carlsen. The 
19-year-old Grandmaster 
climbed to third place on 
the Norway Chess 2025 
points table with 8.5 points, 
while Carlsen and Ameri-
can Grandmaster Fabiano 

The Rajasthan BJP on 
Monday held a state-lev-
el workshop at its party 

headquarters to kick off 
the nationwide campaign 
‘Sankalp Se Siddhi Tak’, cel-
ebrating 11 years of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
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Rajasthan faces alarming gang violence with three brutal 
murders in four days, exposing police delays.

To raise awareness about 
the health risks associated 
with tobacco consump-
tion, the National Institute 
of Ayurveda (NIA), Jaipur, 
organised a series of events 
under the theme “Unmask-
ing the Appeal – Expos-
ing the Industry Strategy 
on Tobacco and Nicotine 
Products.” The initiatives 
were led by the Department 
of Agad Tantra in collabora-
tion with the WHO SEARO 
team.

As part of the campaign, 
webinars, a national e-
poster competition, and on-
campus awareness drives 
were conducted. During 
a webinar session, Dr Za-
karia Chauhan from WHO 
SEARO addressed medical 
professionals and faculty, 
shedding light on the tactics 

used by the tobacco indus-
try to attract consumers.

NIA Vice Chancellor Prof 
Sanjeev Sharma urged 
people to shun tobacco 
and adopt Ayurveda for a 
healthier life. He under-
scored the severe societal 
and personal impacts of to-
bacco use and highlighted 
the institute’s active role in 
de-addiction research and 
treatment. Prof Anita Shar-
ma, Head of the Agad Tan-
tra Department and De-ad-
diction Centre, reported that 
more than 1,500 patients 
have successfully under-

gone Ayurvedic treatment 
for tobacco addiction. The 
institute runs dedicated de-
addiction OPD services ev-
ery Monday to Wednesday.

The national e-poster com-
petition attracted entries 
from students and research-
ers across the country, with 
top submissions receiving 
awards. Additionally, an 
awareness campaign was 
launched on the NIA cam-
pus, where patients, visi-
tors, and the public were 
educated about the dangers 
of tobacco and available de-
addiction options.

NIA launches anti-tobacco campaign, 
highlights Ayurveda’s role in de-addiction
TDG NETWORK
Jaipur

BJP MLA from Pokaran, Ma-
hant Pratap Puri, on Monday 
alleged that Shakoor Khan 
Mangalia, former personal 
secretary to ex-Congress 
minister Saleh Mohammad, 
had travelled to Pakistan 
while serving as a govern-
ment employee — allegedly 
under political protection. 
Addressing the media at 
the BJP state headquarters, 
Pratap Puri demanded an 
impartial probe into the 
matter, including an inves-
tigation into those who may 
have extended political cover 
to Khan.

Pratap Puri raised con-
cerns about national secu-
rity, noting that Khan was 

closely associated with Saleh 
Mohammad for a long period 
and may have participated 
in military events held in the 
region alongside the former 
minister. 

“In such a scenario, the pos-
sibility of confidential infor-
mation being leaked cannot 
be ruled out,” he said. 

He described the situation 
as one of serious concern 
and questioned whether the 
minister was unaware of the 
activities of his aide.

The BJP MLA said he 

had taken up the matter 
with Chief Minister Bhajan 
Lal Sharma and BJP State 
President Madan Rathore, 
and had also written to the 
party’s central leadership, 
urging a high-level, impartial 
inquiry. According to Pratap 
Puri, both Sharma and Ra-
thore have taken the issue 
seriously and assured strict 
action. He added that Union 
Minister Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat is also monitor-
ing the matter closely. Ex-
pressing growing alarm over 
security issues in Rajasthan’s 
border areas, Pratap Puri 
called for surveillance of in-
stitutions established by for-
mer public representatives in 
the region, especially those 
operating under the guise of 
religion or education. 

Leader of Opposition in 
the Rajasthan Legislative 
Assembly, Tikaram Jully, 
addressed a large gather-
ing during the unveiling 
ceremony of the statue of 
Bharat Ratna Bodhisattva 
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar. The 
event, organised by the Baba 
Saheb Ambedkar Vikas 
Samiti, was held on Monday 
in Siryani village, Neemrana.

Jully highlighted Dr 
Ambedkar’s monumental 
contributions to shaping 
modern India and strength-
ening its democratic in-
stitutions. He described 
Ambedkar as a visionary 
nation-builder who played 
a crucial role in establishing 
the constitutional frame-
work of independent India.

“Thanks to the strength 
and inclusiveness of the 
Constitution, today a tribal 
woman holds the highest 
constitutional post in the 
country, and a Dalit leader 
heads India’s oldest political 
party,” Jully said. 

He emphasised that 
Ambedkar’s vision ensured 
equal opportunity, justice, 

and dignity for all, regard-
less of caste, creed, or gender.

Jully stressed that the Con-
stitution, drafted by Baba 
Saheb, remains the founda-
tion of India’s democracy, 
promoting social, economic, 
and political justice. 

He pointed out  that 
Ambedkar’s ideas continue 
to be relevant, especially in 
the context of federalism and 
cooperative federalism. Ex-
pressing concern over efforts 
to weaken the Constitution, 
Jully warned that such ac-
tions threaten the country’s 
unity and stability.

Calling Dr Ambedkar a 
symbol of social harmony, 
Jully praised his tireless ef-
forts for the upliftment of all 
sections of society. He urged 
the gathering to prioritise 

education, recalling Ambed-
kar’s emphasis on educat-
ing both sons and daugh-
ters. Jully also highlighted 
Ambedkar’s advocacy for 
farmers and labourers, not-
ing how their rights were 
safeguarded in the Consti-
tution. 

He underscored that the 
Constitution ensures non-
discrimination based on 
language, caste, region, or 
religion.

Remembering Ambedkar’s 
tenure as India’s first Law 
Minister, Jully highlighted 
his key reforms in labour 
laws and social justice. 
He urged people to follow 
Ambedkar’s principles and 
study his life fully to truly 
understand his vision and 
greatness.

Health Minister Gajendra 
Singh Khinvsar, during a 
review meeting at Sawai 
Mansingh Medical College, 
emphasised the urgent need 
to raise standards in govern-
ment hospitals and medical 
colleges across Rajasthan. 
He made it clear that negli-
gence in healthcare services 
would not be tolerated and 
called for a compassionate, 
patient-centred approach 
from medical personnel.

“Hospitals should be treat-
ed like our homes and pa-
tients like our own family,” 
the minister said, adding, 
“There is no greater virtue 
than giving new life to a pa-
tient.”

Khinvsar announced that 
regular inspections will now 
be conducted at all medical 

colleges and their associated 
hospitals. Officers will be 
held accountable for unre-
solved issues identified dur-
ing these inspections. Key 
focus areas include cleanli-
ness, equipment mainte-
nance, treatment quality, and 
the availability of medicines.

Medical Education Sec-
retary Ambrish Kumar in-
formed that 33 inspection 
teams, comprising around 
150 officers, carried out de-
tailed assessments across the 
state. Hospitals were evalu-

ated on multiple parameters, 
including building condi-
tion, cleanliness, and the 
functioning of medical and 
electrical equipment. The 
compiled findings will guide 
prompt corrective measures.

Commissioner of Medi-
cal Education Iqbal Khan 
noted that comprehensive 
evaluations also included 
fire safety compliance, bio-
medical waste management, 
and essential utilities such as 
electricity and water supply. 
He said steps are being taken 

to upgrade both cleanliness 
standards and infrastruc-
ture.

In a significant move to 
streamline maintenance, the 
Medical Education Depart-
ment has signed a Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with the Public 
Works Department (PWD), 
authorising it to handle re-
pairs in medical facilities. 
Dedicated PWD mainte-
nance posts will be set up 
in hospitals to provide 24/7 
emergency support.

To ensure clean and hy-
gienic restrooms, Sulabh 
International has been en-
gaged for toilet maintenance. 
Additionally, discussions are 
underway to hand over hos-
pital security management 
to the Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) for im-
proved safety and discipline.

In a major crackdown on 
food safety violations, the 
Chief Medical and Health 
Officer (CMHO) Jaipur has 
initiated legal proceedings 
against 51 shops and food 
establishments after food 
samples collected from vari-
ous locations were found to 
be unsafe and substandard. 
The Food Safety Team un-
der the CMHO conducted 
widespread sampling 
across sweet shops, restau-
rants, bakeries, and grocery 
stores throughout the city.

Dr. Ravi Shekhawat, 
CMHO Jaipur First, con-
firmed that challans have 
been filed before the Chief 
Judicial Magistrate against 
51 firms for serious food 
safety violations.

Some of the notable viola-

tors in the recent food safety 
crackdown include Lak-
shmi Traders in Gangauri 
Bazaar, where black pepper 
was found unsafe, and New 
Lal General Store in Jais-
inghpura Khor, which sold 
substandard red chilli pow-
der. New Kaushar Sweets 
in Hasanpura was found 
selling adulterated gulab 
jamun, while Kirti Enter-
prises and Ganesh Trading 
Company in Shastri Nagar 

had coriander, chilli, and 
turmeric powder that failed 
to meet safety standards. 
Other unsafe and contami-
nated products were dis-
covered at Adarsh Namkeen 
Bhandar in Rajapark (Meri 
Nation gravy), R.N. Hospi-
tality (substandard sauces), 
and Hotel Highway King 
and Venus Indian Dhaba 
(unsafe gravy). Adulter-
ated oil, mawa, ice cream, 
and namkeen were found 

at Kala Namkeen Udyog, 
Jodhpur Dairy Booth, and 
Gopi Quality Sweets. Ad-
ditional violators included 
Shree Ganpati Desi Ghee 
Bhandar and Pure Desi 
Ghee Bhandar for unsafe 
ghee, Bhuramal Bhagirath 
for contaminated almond 
shavings, Royal Sweets and 
Shri Balaji Mawa Dudh 
Bhandar for adulterated 
mawa, and Radhika Traders 
for substandard ice cream. 
Vendors at Surajpol Mandi, 
Kalwar Road, and Chand-
pole Bazaar were also found 
selling impure ghee and oil 
samples.

The CMHO office has 
stated that strict action will 
be taken in all cases, and this 
drive is part of an intensified 
campaign to ensure food 
safety and public health in 
Jaipur. 

Senior IAS officer and Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary of 
the Energy Department, 
Alok, passed away on Mon-
day morning after a nearly 
two-month-long battle with 
cancer. 
He was undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital in Delhi, 
where he had been admitted 
a month ago due to deterio-
rating health. 
Though initially discharged 
after treatment, his con-
dition worsened, and he 
passed away at his residence 
in Delhi. His last rites were 
performed at the Lodhi 
Road crematorium.

The news of his demise 
cast a shadow of grief over 

the state bureaucracy and 
political circles alike. A 
1989-batch IAS officer, Alok 
was known for his princi-
pled work ethic, visionary 
thinking, and commitment 
to transparency, efficiency, 
and public interest. Over the 
course of his distinguished 
career, he served in crucial 
departments such as Educa-
tion, Home, Rural Develop-
ment, and Panchayati Raj.

Senior IAS officer Alok 
passes away, leaves 
legacy in governance

Health Minister orders regular hospital 
inspections, prioritises patient-centred care

CMHO takes action against 51 shops 
for selling substandard food items

Rajasthan is  wit-
nessing a disturb-
ing surge in gang 

violence, with three brutal 
murders reported in just 
four days. On Monday 
morning in Jhalawar, BJP 
leader Surendra Mewada 
was hacked to death with 
swords in Mandawara vil-
lage. Police suspect the 
killing was linked to an 
old rivalry, as Mewada had 
previously been convicted 
in the Sattu Chaudhary 
murder case. The attack oc-
curred around 7 am, when 
assailants struck Mewada 
with sharp weapons, leav-
ing him bleeding on the 
ground before fleeing the 
scene. His family rushed 
him to Shri Rajendra Hos-
pital in Jhalawar, where doc-
tors declared him dead. A 
heavy police presence was 
deployed in the area follow-

ing heightened tensions.
The state’s criminal ele-

ments appear to be openly 
challenging the Anti Gang-
ster Task Force (AGTF) of 
the Police Headquarters 
by engaging in violent gang 

wars. The first high-profile 
case in this wave of violence 
surfaced four days ago in 
Hanumangarh, where ho-
tel owner Suresh Bijaraniya 
was shot dead in broad day-
light in the Bhadra area. He 

was chased and killed by 
two men on a motorcycle. 
Despite the brutal nature of 
the murder, the AGTF has 
yet to arrest any suspects, 
raising questions about law 
enforcement’s responsive-

ness.
On Sunday night in Chit-

torgarh, 33-year-old Ajay 
Raj Singh Jhala, son of a 
retired ASI, was brutally 
murdered. While dining 
with friends at a hotel near 
the Semalpura intersection, 
around 25 armed attackers 
arrived in seven vehicles, 
opened fire, and then threw 
Jhala from the hotel’s first 
floor. They further assault-
ed him with a sword and set 
his car on fire before fleeing. 
The attackers are believed to 
be connected to the illegal 
mining mafia. Despite mul-
tiple emergency calls, police 
arrived only after the killing 
had occurred.

These unresolved mur-
ders and the slow police 
response have emboldened 
criminal gangs, leading to 
escalating violence and rais-
ing serious concerns about 
the state’s law and order 
situation. 
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Animal Husbandry, Gopa-
lan, and Devasthan Min-
ister Joraram Kumawat 
launched a state-level vac-
cination campaign against 
lumpy skin disease at Pin-
jrapole Gaushala in San-
ganer on Monday. Speak-
ing at the event, Kumawat 
affirmed the state govern-
ment’s commitment to 
animal welfare under the 

guidance of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and the 
leadership of Chief Minister 
Bhajan Lal Sharma. He de-
scribed lumpy skin disease 
as a highly contagious and 
often fatal viral disease that 
primarily affects cows, re-
calling the severe impact of 
the outbreak two years ago. 
The government is now 
proactively working to pre-
vent a recurrence through 
vaccination and awareness 
efforts.

The two-month campaign 
aims to vaccinate over 1.11 
crore bovine animals be-
fore the monsoon season 
to ensure herd immunity. 
Kumawat emphasised the 
critical importance of time-
ly vaccination to control 
disease spread, citing last 
year’s success when 95% 
of the cattle population was 
vaccinated, significantly 
reducing the outbreak’s 
impact.

The Animal Husbandry 

Department has issued 
comprehensive guidelines 
for disease surveillance, 
diagnosis, and district-
level micro-planning. Vac-
cination targets have been 
assigned based on bovine 
population data in each 
area.

The launch ceremony be-
gan with Kumawat offer-
ing fodder to the cows and 
inspecting the cowshed. He 
then handed over a vaccine 
carrier to the field vaccina-

tion team, who immediately 
began vaccinating the ani-
mals present.

Also attending the launch 
were Director of Animal 
Husbandry and Execu-
tive Officer of RLDB Dr 
Anand Sejra, Pinjrapole 
Gaushala General Secre-
tary Shivratan Chitlangia, 
Minister Vivek Laddha, Ad-
ditional Director Dr Suresh 
Meena, Dr Vikas Sharma, 
along with other officials 
and cowshed staff.

Mahant Pratap Puri alleges 
political cover for ex-minister’s 
aide visiting Pakistan

Jully honours Ambedkar’s legacy at 
statue unveiling in Siryani village
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Rajasthan Reels undeR gang violence; 
thRee bRutal muRdeRs in fouR days

GANG VIOLENCE

n  Rajasthan saw three brutal gang-related murders in four days, includ-
ing BJP leader Surendra Mewada’s killing.

n  Police are yet to arrest suspects in high-profile cases, raising concerns 
about law enforcement’s effectiveness.

n  Slow police response and unresolved crimes have emboldened gangs, 
worsening the state’s law and order situation.

 BJP leader Surendra Mewada Ajay Raj Singh Jhala. Hotelier Suresh Birajaniya.



In a significant policy shift, 
Rajasthan University has 
relaxed its earlier directive 
restricting interaction with 
the visiting NAAC (National 
Assessment and Accredita-
tion Council) team. Faculty 
members will now be allowed 
to speak freely with the evalu-
ators, particularly during a 
scheduled meeting on June 5 
in the QAC Hall. This marks 
a change from the administra-
tion’s earlier stance issued on 
May 26, which limited com-
munication to only autho-
rised personnel—an order 
that drew criticism from the 
university community.

While faculty interaction 
has been liberalised, the uni-
versity has tightened entry 
protocols for students and re-
tired staff. From Monday, all 
students must present their 
ID cards to enter the campus. 
Retired employees are also 
required to show identifica-

tion, a move that has sparked 
discontent among former 
staff who say the policy is ob-
structing essential tasks such 
as pension-related work.

The NAAC team’s evalua-
tion, which runs from Tues-
day until June 5, is a critical 
exercise that will determine 
the university’s accreditation 
grade—affecting its reputa-
tion, funding, and future 
growth. During their visit, 
the team will assess various 
academic and administrative 
parameters, visiting different 
departments and colleges, 
and holding dialogues with 
faculty and students on mat-

ters such as curriculum qual-
ity, research, anti-ragging ef-
forts, academic freedom, and 
student welfare.

Security has been visibly 
increased at the university 
gates, with staff verifying 
ID cards and monitoring 
campus activity to ensure a 
smooth evaluation process. 
The administration hopes 
the revised approach will 
demonstrate transparency 
and encourage broader par-
ticipation while maintaining 
order. However, concerns 
have emerged about discrep-
ancies in reports submitted to 
NAAC. According to sources, 
Rajasthan University has up-
loaded progress reports for 
several schemes—despite 
limited or no actual imple-
mentation.

 Of particular concern is the 
‘Mentor-Mentee Scheme’, 
which is designed to foster 
stronger academic and per-
sonal support between fac-
ulty and students. 

Rajasthan University eases NAAC interaction 
rules, faces scrutiny over scheme reports

Dr Ravindra Goswa-
mi, District Collec-
tor of Kota, chaired 

a detailed inter-departmen-
tal meeting at the district 
headquarters to review 
monsoon preparedness, di-
saster management plans, 
and progress on social jus-
tice and empowerment ini-
tiatives. The session began 
with a two-minute silence 
in memory of the late Addi-
tional Chief Secretary of the 
Energy Department, Alok.

Dr Goswami stressed the 
importance of vigilance 
and proactive measures 
across all departments. He 
directed the Public Health 
Engineering Department 
(PHED) to ensure unin-
terrupted supply of safe 
drinking water, while in-
structing the Medical and 
Health Department to se-
cure essential medicines 
and form emergency med-

ical teams. The Electric-
ity Department was tasked 
with inspecting electrical 
infrastructure to prevent 
hazards in waterlogged 
areas.

Highlighting safety con-
cerns, the Collector ordered 

all departments to conduct 
safety audits of government 
buildings and schools, en-
suring no personnel are as-
signed to unsafe structures. 
The Education and Child 
Development Department 
was specifically directed to 

inspect schools and Angan-
wadi centres to safeguard 
children. In preparation 
for potential floods, Dr Go-
swami instructed the Dis-
trict Supply Officer (DSO) 
to coordinate with donors 
to stock relief camps with 

adequate food and essen-
tials and to identify safe 
locations for these camps.

He also called for the 
establishment of control 
rooms in all departments 
to enable quick and effec-
tive emergency responses. 
Regular monitoring and 
timely action were empha-
sized to promptly address 
any emerging issues.

Under the ‘Vande Ganga 
Pakhwada’ campaign, 

scheduled from June 5 to 
20, the Collector urged 
departments to undertake 
activities focused on clean-
ing water sources, promot-
ing water conservation, 
and raising environmental 
awareness among the pub-
lic.

Additionally, he directed 
the Social Justice and Em-
powerment Department 
to prepare a list of disabled 
individuals and organise 
camps for distributing as-
sistive devices, ensuring 
beneficiaries receive timely 
support. 

Concluding the meeting, 
Dr Goswami reiterated the 
critical role of inter-depart-
mental coordination and 
preparedness in minimis-
ing the impact of the mon-
soon season, emphasising 
that proactive efforts and 
community involvement 
are vital to protecting lives 
and property during poten-
tial disasters.
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Event Managers Day was 
celebrated with great enthu-
siasm in the capital, centring 
around this year’s theme: 
“Sustainable Events.” The 
occasion brought together 
prominent figures from Ra-
jasthan’s event industry, all 
united in their commitment 
to promoting environmen-
tal responsibility in event 
planning and execution.

A highlight of the celebra-
tion was a collective pledge 
by event professionals to 
prioritise sustainability in 
their work. The goal is to 
make eco-friendly practices 
a hallmark of the indus-
try—through greener ven-
ues, reduced plastic use, 
better waste management, 
and conscious energy con-
sumption.

Former Forum Presi-
dent Mahavir Sharma an-
nounced a key initiative 

aimed at long-term envi-
ronmental impact: planting 

a tree at every event venue, 
with the responsibility of its 

care entrusted to the venue 
owner. The initiative is de-

signed to increase greenery, 
reduce the carbon footprint 
of events, and foster a sense 
of accountability among 
stakeholders.

Renowned industry ex-
pert Arshad Hussain, pop-
ularly known as the “Event 
Guru,” addressed partici-
pants virtually. He shared 

practical and innovative 
ideas to make events more 
sustainable, encouraging 
industry professionals to 
rethink traditional prac-
tices and adopt greener 
alternatives. This year’s 
Event Managers Day not 
only celebrated the creativ-
ity and dedication of the 
event industry but also sent 
a strong message: the future 
of events lies in blending cel-
ebration with environmen-
tal consciousness.

A dialogue-based training 
workshop aimed at elimi-
nating child labour was 
held at the Indira Gandhi 
Panchayati Raj and Ru-
ral Development Institute 
in Jaipur. The event was 
jointly organised by the 
Department of Child Rights 
and the Rajasthan State 
Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights, in the lead-
up to World Day Against 
Child Labour on June 12. It 
brought together govern-
ment officials, subject ex-
perts, and representatives 
of NGOs to discuss practi-
cal strategies for addressing 
the issue.

Minister of State for Child 
Rights, Dr Manju Baghmar, 
reiterated the state govern-
ment’s resolve to make Ra-
jasthan child labour-free 

by 2030. She cited poverty, 
illiteracy, and poor health 
as key drivers pushing 
children into labour and 
stressed the importance of 
rescuing affected children, 
counselling them, and steer-
ing them toward education 
and value-based learning. 

“Only through education 
and skill development can 
their future be secured,” 
she said.

A campaign poster for a 
“Child Labour-Free Rajast-
han” was launched during 

the event, and participants 
took a pledge to work active-
ly toward eradicating child 
labour. Dr Baghmar also un-
derscored the importance of 
community awareness and 
urged citizens to support 
underprivileged families, 
so their children aren’t com-
pelled to work.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary Kuldeep Ranka noted 
that while parents often 
want better lives for their 
children, adverse economic 
conditions hold them back.

In a significant anti-en-
croachment operation, the 
Jaipur Development Au-
thority (JDA) reclaimed 15 
bigha of government land 
valued at Rs 45 crore near 
the JDA flats in Bagrana 
village (Zone-10). The land, 
recorded as Khasra No. 
680/1, had been illegally 
occupied by local farmers 
who constructed cement 
strip boundaries and other 
unauthorized structures. 
Acting on directives from 
Zone-10 officials, the JDA 
enforcement team em-
ployed JCB machines and 
labourers to remove the 
encroachments.

In Zone-11, illegal con-
structions such as fencing, 
boundary walls, and iron 
gates along the 200-foot 
sector road boundary in 
Khatwada village—con-
necting Mahapura Khat-
wada to Nevta—were de-

molished.
Similarly, in Zone-13, the 

JDA enforcement squad 
dismantled three illegal 
colonies spread over 6 big-
ha of private agricultural 
land. These included two 
colonies along Agra Road in 
Gudha Chak Bassi and one 
in Isharwala village, where 
roads and structures had 
been developed without 
necessary approvals or 
land conversion.

The entire operation was 
overseen by Chief Control-
ler of Enforcement, Adarsh 
Chaudhary, along with en-
forcement officers from 
Zones 10, 11, and 13.

To date, the JDA has re-
claimed a total of 1,256 big-
ha of land and demolished 
383 illegal colonies across 
Jaipur. Citizens are encour-
aged to report encroach-
ments through helpline 
numbers (0141-2565800, 
2575252, 2575151), Helpline 
181, the Rajasthan Sampark 
Portal, or via email at cce.

In a major boost to cardiac 
care in Rajasthan, angiogra-
phy services have officially 
begun at RUHS Hospital, 
Jaipur. The facility was in-
augurated on Monday un-
der the directives of Chief 
Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma 
and Health Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Khinvsar, as part 
of the government’s push to 
enhance super-specialty ser-
vices and reduce patient load 
at Sawai Mansingh (SMS) 
Hospital.

Medical Education Secre-
tary Ambrish Kumar said 
the move is a step toward 
developing RUHS into a 
world-class medical insti-
tute. On the first day, two 
coronary angiograms were 
successfully performed at 
the Cath Lab, housed within 
the State Cancer Institute on 
the hospital campus.

The new service is ex-

pected to significantly ben-
efit cardiac patients who 
previously had to depend 
solely on SMS Hospital for 
angiography diagnostics. It 
will ensure faster diagnosis, 
quicker treatment during 
emergencies, and shorter 
wait times for patients across 
the state.

“This initiative not only 
supports patients near 
RUHS but will serve people 
from all over Rajasthan,” Ku-
mar said. 

“The facility marks an im-
portant advancement in the 
accessibility and efficiency of 
cardiac care.”

RUHS Hospital Superin-
tendent Dr Mahesh Mangal 
shared that the first ben-
eficiaries were a 75-year-old 
woman and a 44-year-old 
man, both with diagnosed 
heart conditions. Their 
procedures were success-
fully conducted under the 
Chief Minister Ayushman  
Arogya Yojana.

A 15-day stop motion ani-
mation workshop, jointly 
organised by the Rajasthan 
Lalit Kala Academy and 
Attunes Creations, com-
menced today at the Acade-
my premises. Academy Sec-
retary Dr Rajneesh Harsh 
noted the visible enthusi-
asm among participants on 
the opening day.

Renowned trainers and 
animators Abhilasha Bhar-
tiya and Swapnil Tank led 
interactive sessions intro-
ducing the fundamentals of 
stop motion animation and 
clay modelling. They were 
assisted by associate ani-
mators Jahnavi Taneja and 
Aayushi Kasera, who pro-
vided hands-on guidance 
in handling and sculpting 
plasticine clay.

The first day of the work-
shop focused on clay charac-

ter modelling, encouraging 
participants to bring their 
imagined characters to life 
through tactile creativity. 
The session concluded with 
participants creating short 
clay-based animations using 
their custom models.

Abhilasha Bhartiya also 
spoke about the influence of 
art on everyday life and an-
nounced that an animation 
film based on this theme 
will be developed during 
the course of the workshop. 
Swapnil Tank shared in-
sights on teamwork, camera 
setup, and career prospects 
in animation filmmaking. 
The workshop will run daily 
until June 16, from 11 am to 
2 pm, at the Rajasthan Lalit 
Kala Academy.

Rajesh Kumar Agarwal, a 
1993-batch officer of the In-
dian Telecommunication 
Service, assumed charge on 
Monday as Advisor (Head of 
Office) at the Jaipur Regional 
Office of the Telecom Regu-
latory Authority of India 
(TRAI). The regional office 
oversees the implementation 
of regulatory provisions in 
the telecom and broadcasting 
sectors across three Licensed 
Service Areas (LSAs) — Raj-
asthan, Gujarat, and Haryana.

Agarwal brings with him 
over three decades of experi-
ence in the telecommunica-
tions sector. He has previously 
served in key roles, including 
Director at Jaipur Metro and 
Principal General Manager 
(Telecom District) at Bharat 

Sanchar Nigam Limited 
(BSNL), Jaipur.

As Advisor, Agarwal will 
be responsible for monitoring 
service quality, ensuring con-
sumer protection, and facili-
tating the effective implemen-
tation of TRAI regulations in 
the region.

On his joining, he was wel-
comed by Joint Advisor J.P. 
Garg, Deputy Advisor Rakesh 
Purohit, and other officers and 
staff of the Jaipur regional  
office.

District Collector Dr Jitendra 
Kumar Soni has directed of-
ficials to make every possible 
effort for the effective reha-
bilitation of freed, nomadic, 
and semi-nomadic families 
in Jaipur district. Chairing a 
review meeting on Monday 
at the Collectorate audito-
rium, Dr Soni assessed the 
progress of welfare schemes 
designed to support these 
marginalised communities.

He instructed concerned 
departments to issue No-
madic Identity Cards to all 
eligible individuals between 
June 5 and 20, 2025, empha-
sising that providing identity 
is the first step toward their 
inclusion in government 
welfare programmes.

In addition to identity 
cards, Dr Soni ordered the 

preparation and distribution 
of essential documents such 
as Aadhaar cards, Jan Aad-
haar cards, caste certificates, 
voter IDs, and domicile cer-
tificates. Officers were also 
directed to allocate land 
leases to eligible families, 
enabling them to establish 
permanent homes.

Further, he urged depart-
ments to extend the ben-
efits of the DTNT Housing 
Scheme to these families, 
aiming to provide secure 
and dignified living condi-
tions. Dr Soni stressed that 
proper documentation and 

permanent housing are 
vital for integrating these 
communities into the main-
stream.

The meeting was attended 
by CEO of District Council 
Pratibha Verma, Additional 
District Collectors Vinita 
Singh, Ashish Kumar, and 
Devendra Kumar Jain, Dis-
trict Logistics Officer Trilok 
Chand Meena, as well as se-
nior officials from the Social 
Justice and Empowerment 
Department, including Joint 
Director B.P. Chandel and 
Deputy Director Jitendra 
Kumar Sethi, among others.

Event Managers Day highlights sustainability, pledges greener practices for celebrations

Dialogue-based workshop on 
eliminating child labour held in Jaipur

JDA demolishes three 
illegal colonies, reclaims 
15 bigha govt land

RUHS hospital launches angiography 
services, boosting cardiac care

Stop motion animation 
workshop inaugurated at 
Rajasthan Lalit Kala Academy

Rajesh Agarwal assumes 
charge as advisor at TRAI’s 
Jaipur regional office

District collector calls for 
rehabilitation of nomadic families 
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Kota ColleCtor reviews monsoon 
preparedness and disaster management

 Kota Collector 
Dr Ravindra 
Goswami 
reviewed monsoon 
readiness, disaster 
planning, and 
social welfare 
initiatives.

The occasion brought together prominent 
figures from Rajasthan’s event industry, 
all united in their commitment to 
promoting environmental responsibility 
in event planning and execution.

Monsoon PreParedness 

n Dr Goswami directed departments to ensure water, electricity, and healthcare 
readiness, and conduct safety audits.

n Relief camps, control rooms, and donor coordination were mandated for swift 
disaster response.
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The India-Pakistan 
relationship has 
been characterized 

by persistent tensions since 
the partition of 1947, with 
Kashmir remaining the 
central point of contention. 
Recent escalations, marked 
by the 22nd April, 2025 Pa-
halgam terror attack and In-
dia’s retaliatory “Operation 
Sindoor” on 7th May, 2025, 
have brought the conflict 
under renewed interna-
tional legal scrutiny. This 
article explores the legal 
aspects of the ongoing cri-
sis, the role of International 
and Domestic Laws, and the 
broader implications for re-
gional stability, drawing on 
principles of International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL), 

the UN Charter, and India’s 
legal framework.

The latest flashpoint in 
the relations between In-
dia and Pakistan occurred 
when militants, allegedly 
linked to Pakistan-based 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, attacked a 
tourist convoy in Pahalgam, 
Kashmir, killing 26 people—
the deadliest terror strike 
in India since 2008. India 
responded with ‘Operation 
Sindoor’, launching 24 pre-
cision missile strikes on ter-
rorist camps in Pakistan and 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK). 

IndIa’s domestIc 
LegaL Framework
India’s response is guided 
by its Constitution and 
military doctrine. Article 
355 imposes a duty on the 
Union to protect states from 
external aggression. India’s 
evolving military doctrine, 
shifting from “deterrence 
by denial” to “deterrence 
by punishment,” reflects 
a proactive stance against 
cross-border terrorism. 
The Ministry of Defence 
and Armed Forces operate 
under dynamic Rules of 

Engagement (ROE), allow-
ing flexibility in response to 
threats like the Pahalgam 
attack. The Supreme Court, 
while typically deferring to 
the Executive on national se-
curity, can review actions to 
ensure constitutional com-
pliance, particularly regard-
ing fundamental rights. In a 
declared war, India’s Consti-
tution grants the Union ex-
tensive emergency powers 
under Article 352, including 
suspending fundamental 
rights, extending executive 
control over states, and leg-
islating on state matters. The 
President, as Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces 
under Article 53(2), oversees 
military operations.

the Un charter 
Framework 
The cornerstone of modern 
international law regarding 
the use of force is Article 2(4) 
of the UN Charter, which 
states: “All Members shall 
refrain in their international 
relations from the threat 
or use of force against 
the territorial integrity or 
political independence of 
any state, or in any other 
manner inconsistent with 
the Purposes of the United 
Nations.” 

This prohibition is consid-
ered a peremptory norm (jus 
cogens) of international law. 

The Charter provides only 
two explicit exceptions to 
this prohibition: 

Self-defense under Ar-
ticle 51: 

“Nothing in the present 
Charter shall impair the in-
herent right of individual or 
collective self-defence if an 
armed attack occurs against 
a Member of the United Na-
tions, until the Security 
Council has taken measures 
necessary to maintain inter-
national peace and security.” 

UN Security Council au-
thorization under Chapter 
VII for actions to maintain 
or restore international 
peace and security. 

India has framed «Op-
eration Sindoor» explic-
itly within the  Article 
51  framework, citing its 
inherent right to self-
defense following the Pa-
halgam terror attack.  
A critical legal question is 
whether terrorist attacks 
can constitute an «armed at-
tack» triggering the right to 
self-defense against a sover-
eign state.   The International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) ad-
dressed this issue in the Ni-
caragua v. United States case 
(1986), establishing that an 
armed attack by non-state 
actors must be of “sufficient 
gravity” and attributable to 
a state to trigger self-defense 
against that state. 

India’s legal position relies 
on establishing that: 

The Pahalgam attack 
was of sufficient gravity (26 
civilian casualties). 

The attack is attributable 
to Pakistan through its al-
leged support of terrorist 
outfits.  
While Article 51 refers to 

self-defense «if an armed 
attack occurs,» Customary 
International Law recog-
nizes a limited right to an-
ticipatory self-defense. This 
principle derives from the 
Caroline incident of 1837, 
establishing what is known 
as the Caroline test: the 
threat must be «instant, 
overwhelming, leaving no 
choice of means, and no mo-
ment for deliberation.» 

India›s missile strikes, 
coming after the Pahalgam 
attack, do not invoke an-
ticipatory self-defense but 
rather responsive self-de-
fense.  However, India›s new 
position that «any future act 
of terror will be treated as an 
act of war” suggests a po-
tential shift toward a more 
expansive interpretation of 
self-defense that could in-
clude anticipatory elements. 
The International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) adjudicates 
disputes between states. 
In the Nicaragua case, the 
ICJ ordered reparations 
for damages caused by 
violations of international 
law.   This precedent sug-
gests potential avenues for 
legal redress between India 
and Pakistan, though politi-
cal realities make such cases 
difficult. Neither India nor 
Pakistan has accepted the 
compulsory jurisdiction 
of the ICJ without reserva-
tions, limiting the court’s 
role unless both parties 
consent to its jurisdiction in 
a specific case. 

The International Crimi-

nal Court (ICC) prosecutes 
individuals for war crimes, 
crimes against human-
ity, genocide, and aggres-
sion.  Neither India nor 
Pakistan are parties to the 
Rome Statute, placing them 
outside the ICC’s jurisdic-
tion unless the UN Security 
Council refers a situation 
to the court—a politically 
unlikely scenario given 
geopolitical alignments, 
particularly China’s support 
for Pakistan. 

Way ahead
The India-Pakistan conflict 
presents a complex intersec-
tion of international legal 
principles concerning the 
use of force, state respon-
sibility, humanitarian law, 
and bilateral agreements. 
India’s recategorization of 
terrorism as an “act of war” 
signals a significant shift 
in its approach, potentially 
reshaping the application 
of International Law in this 
long-standing conflict. As 
both nations navigate this 
crisis, adherence to IHL, 
respect for bilateral agree-
ments, and international 
cooperation are crucial to 
prevent further destabiliza-
tion. The key takeaway for 
India is the urgent need for 
unity and restraint to avoid 
a broader conflict, fostering 
a “New India” .

Dr.S.Krishnan is an Associate 
Professor in Seedling School of 
Law and Governance, Jaipur 
National University, Jaipur. 

Even today, many of us are 
still unaware that cervical 
cancer can be prevented 
through vaccination. De-
spite the availability of the 
vaccine for several years, 
cervical cancer continues 
to pose a significant global 
public health challenge. It 
is primarily caused by cer-
tain high-risk strains of the 
Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV), an infection that 
leads to cervical cancer in 
women and genital warts in 
men. Fortunately, the risk of 
HPV infection can be effec-
tively reduced through vac-
cination. The HPV vaccine 
is recommended for all girls 
aged 9 to 26 years. Girls un-
der 15 years are administered 
two doses, while those over 
15 receive three doses over a 
span of six months. The vac-
cine is specifically designed 
to prevent infection from 
high-risk HPV types, par-
ticularly HPV-16 and HPV-
18, which together account 
for about 70% of cervical 
cancer cases.

The invention of the HPV 
vaccine is a major mile-
stone in cancer prevention. 
The first successful HPV 
vaccine was developed in 
the early 2000s by Profes-
sor Ian Frazer and Dr. Jian 
Zhou at the University of 
Queensland, Australia. Their 
groundbreaking research led 
to the creation of the vaccine 
Gardasil, which was first ap-
proved for use in 2006. This 

revolutionary development 
has since transformed global 
public health strategies by of-
fering a scientifically proven 
method to prevent HPV-re-
lated cancers.

Globally, cervical cancer 
ranks as the third most com-
mon cancer among women 
in terms of new cases per 
year, with approximately 
85% of the burden falling 
on less developed countries. 
In 2012, cervical cancer was 
responsible for 7.5% of all 
female cancer deaths world-
wide, with significantly high-
er mortality rates reported in 
low-resource settings. The 
estimated age-standardized 
incidence rate was 22.9 per 
100,000 women in 2012. In 
India, the burden is particu-
larly alarming. According to 
the National Cancer Regis-
try Programme and GLO-
BOCAN 2020 estimates, In-
dia reports around 123,907 
new cases of cervical cancer 
and approximately 77,348 
deaths annually. It is the 
second most common can-
cer among Indian women 
aged 15 to 44 years. Although 
large-scale screening pro-
grams remain limited, ur-
ban areas have shown a 
notable decline in cervical 
cancer rates. For example, 
in Chennai, the age-adjusted 
incidence rate dropped from 
42.3 in 1982–83 to 16.7 in 
2010 per 100,000 women. 
However, the decline in ru-
ral regions has been much 

slower.
Vaccines such as Garda-

sil-9, which protects against 
nine HPV types, and the old-
er version Gardasil, which 
protects against four types, 
are commonly used. Vacci-
nating both girls and boys 
before adolescence not only 
prevents the onset of cervi-
cal cancer but also helps in 
reducing the spread of HPV 
within the general popula-
tion, thereby offering com-
munity-wide protection. In 
countries where vaccination 
coverage is high, significant 
declines in HPV infections 
and related diseases have 
been observed. The HPV 
vaccine has undergone ex-
tensive clinical testing and 
is approved by major health 
authorities, including the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), and the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA). 
It is considered safe and 
well-tolerated. Mild side ef-
fects may include soreness at 
the injection site, mild fever, 
fatigue, headache, or dizzi-
ness. Serious side effects are 
extremely rare, and millions 
of doses have been safely ad-
ministered worldwide.

Given the extensive medical 
evidence and global health 
recommendations, the ad-
ministration of the HPV 
vaccine stands as a scientif-
ically validated and legally 
endorsed measure for pre-
venting HPV-related cancers, 
including cervical cancer. 
The vaccine has gained ap-
proval from reputable health 
regulatory bodies such as the 
WHO, CDC, and FDA for use 
in designated population 
groups. In this context, it is 
in the best interest of public 
health policy—and in keep-
ing with international obliga-
tions to uphold the Right to 
Health—that governments, 
healthcare providers, and 
public institutions take all 
necessary steps to ensure the 
availability, accessibility, and 
informed administration of 
the HPV vaccine. Promot-

ing this vaccination initia-
tive not only decreases the 
incidence of cervical cancer 
but also fulfils moral, legal, 
and ethical duties to protect 
both present and future gen-
erations.

Despite these advance-
ments, there is an urgent 
need to raise awareness in 
society regarding cervical 
cancer prevention and the 
benefits of the HPV vaccine. 
Many individuals, especially 
in rural and underserved 
communities, remain un-
aware of the link between 
HPV and cervical cancer 
or are influenced by myths, 
stigma, or misinformation. 
Lack of knowledge among 
parents, adolescents, and 
even healthcare workers 
often result in missed vac-
cination opportunities. Social 
taboos associated with sex-
ual health also hinder open 
discussions and education. 
Therefore, community-based 
awareness campaigns, school 
health programs, inclusion of 
cervical health education in 
curricula, and involvement of 
local influencers, including 
teachers, doctors, and me-
dia, are essential. Increas-
ing awareness is not only 
crucial for improving vac-
cination uptake but also for 
empowering individuals to 
make informed health deci-
sions and demand accessible 
preventive services.

As of May 2025, numerous 
countries have launched or 
expanded their HPV vac-
cination programs to elimi-
nate cervical cancer and 
improve public health. In 
October 2023, Bangladesh 
initiated its first nationwide 
HPV vaccination campaign, 
targeting girls aged 10 to 14. 
Tanzania launched a national 
multi-age cohort (MAC) vac-
cination campaign in April 
2024, offering the HPV vac-
cine free of charge. Nigeria 
began its national HPV vac-
cination program in October 
2023, adopting a single-dose 
schedule for girls aged 9 to 
14, aiming to achieve at least 
80% coverage. The United 

Kingdom expanded its pro-
gram in 2024 to include 
all 12- and 13-year-olds, re-
gardless of gender, to protect 
against multiple HPV-related 
cancers. Ireland now offers 
the HPV vaccine to both 
boys and girls and aims to 
eliminate cervical cancer by 
2040, following Australia’s 
model. Since July 2022, Aus-
tralia has allowed women 
aged 25 to 74 to self-collect 
cervical screening samples, 
thereby improving access 
in underserved regions. In 
India, efforts have been in-
tensified with the launch of 
the indigenous HPV vaccine 
“Cervavac” in March 2024. 
Thousands of doctors have 
been trained to promote its 
uptake, making the vaccine 
more accessible and afford-
able.

At the state level, India has 
witnessed various proactive 
initiatives. Bihar launched 
the “Mukhyamantri Balika 
Cancer Pratirakshan Yoja-
na,” becoming the first state 
to offer the HPV vaccine free 
of cost. Sikkim implemented 
a school-based program that 
achieved high coverage rates. 
Gujarat provides the vaccine 
through government health 
programs and school drives. 
Andhra Pradesh offers a 
90% subsidy and delivers 
free vaccines through gov-
ernment schools. States like 
Punjab, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Chhattisgarh, and Ma-
harashtra have initiated free 
HPV vaccination programs 
for schoolgirls in specific 
districts, strengthening the 
country’s collective efforts 
against cervical cancer.

In view of these successful 
examples, it is imperative 
that all state governments 
in India promote and imple-
ment free HPV vaccination 
programs across all govern-
ment and private schools. A 
nationwide school-based 
vaccination strategy will en-
sure equitable access for chil-
dren from all socio-economic 
backgrounds and close the 
urban-rural gap in preven-
tive care. The inclusion of 

HPV vaccination as part of 
the standard school health 
initiative will not only pro-
tect millions of girls and boys 
from HPV-related diseases 
but also lay the foundation 
for a future free from cervi-
cal cancer.

To protect future genera-
tions and eliminate cervical 
cancer, it is critical that the 
Government of India inte-
grate the HPV vaccine into 
the Universal Immuniza-
tion Programme (UIP), just 
as it has done with the polio 
vaccine. Polio eradication 
in India was made possible 
by sustained political com-
mitment, public awareness, 
and free, widespread access 
to vaccination. A similar 
model is urgently needed 
for cervical cancer preven-
tion. Incorporating the HPV 
vaccine into the national 
immunization schedule 
would guarantee that all eli-
gible children - regardless of 
their socio-economic or geo-
graphic background - receive 
protection early in life, well 
before exposure to the virus.

This move would also 
normalize the vaccine, re-
ducing stigma around its 
administration and ensuring 
it is seen as a routine part of 
childhood immunization. It 
would significantly reduce 
future cancer-related health 
burdens, lower treatment 
costs, and align with global 
commitments to eliminate 
cervical cancer as a public 
health problem. Institu-
tionalizing the HPV vaccine 
within India’s medical policy 
will be a bold and necessary 
step toward safeguarding the 
health of future generations, 
just as the country success-
fully did with polio, measles, 
and tuberculosis.
Dr. Pyali Chatterjee, Associ-
ate Professor, HOD, Faculty of 
Law, ICFAI University, Raipur, 
Chhattisgarh, Ms.Disha Gau-
tam, B.A L.LB (Hons), 1 st year, 
2nd sem, The ICFAI University, 
Raipur, Chhattisgarh, Ms.Komal 
Goswami, B.A L.LB (Hons), 1 st 
year, 2nd sem, The ICFAI Uni-
versity, Raipur, Chhattisgarh.
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Ukraine’s Operation Spiderweb, which destroyed 
around 30% of Russia’s strategic bomber fleet—
apparently 41 aircraft—will go down in the history 
books as one of the most ambitious and audaciously 
executed military plans ever. It was possible for 
Ukraine to target five key air bases housing these 
nuclear weapons-carrying aircraft deep inside Rus-
sia by launching the drones from close proximity. 
In the process, Ukraine caught the mighty Russian 
military machine off guard and dealt a body blow 
to Russia’s nuclear deterrence. That Ukraine was 
able to smuggle in, or assemble, the drones and 
transport them hidden in trucks and operate them 
remotely, right under the nose of the Russian in-
telligence, tells a story of meticulous planning that 
went on for 18 months. With Ukraine not having 
the ability to breach Russia’s air defences, the only 
way they could dent its nuclear triad was to launch 
the attack from deep inside, thus neutralising the 
safety of distance that the Russian bases enjoyed. 
And that’s what the Ukrainians did. A complex 
military and intelligence operation, the Ukrainians, 
however, achieved a spectacular success at a very 
low cost, as drones are a cheap military option, but 
can cause brutal damage if deployed tactically. The 
operation also reminded the world of the changing 
nature of modern warfare, where a combination of 
drones and projectiles such as missiles and rockets 
can deal devastating blows to the adversary, as In-
dia did to Pakistan during Operation Sindoor.

However, Spiderweb may have been a brilliant 
operation tactically, but it was also a reckless opera-
tion, where no amount of tactical success can com-
pensate for the enormity of the likely fallout—and 
in this case, the ripples might travel far and wide.

All eyes are now on Vladimir Putin, to see how 
he reacts to the attack, which is being described by 
the Russian media as Russia’s Pearl Harbour mo-
ment, a reference best avoided because of its World 
War II connotations. The question uppermost on 
many minds is if the Russian nuclear fleet getting 
hit would also result in Russia exercising its “right 
to use” nuclear weapons in case of a major conven-
tional attack—and this is a major attack. It is hoped 
that Vladimir Putin has more sense than to esca-
late the war to that level, for it would spell disaster 
and a certain World War III. So what are Putin’s 
options—something that he has not already tried 
in this war that has been going on for over three 
years? It’s likely that he will pummel Ukraine even 
harder, and that there will be a major loss of lives, 
once again. Volodymyr Zelenskyy should bear 
some responsibility for that.

One aspect of Ukraine’s attack that riles is the tim-
ing. What pushed Zelenskyy to time it exactly the 
day before the scheduled peace talks in Istanbul, 
on Monday? Was he trying to use the attack as a 
bargaining chip to get concessions from Russia? But 
his demands have been maximalist—nothing short 
of the return of Crimea, lost in 2014, and the territo-
ries lost in the last three years. While Putin is clear 
that Russia would not concede to his demands.

There is no denying that Operation Spiderweb is 
an attempt by Zelenskyy to burnish his own image. 
Is Zelenskyy thus trying to show his “mentors” that 
he is not finished and that there is still a possibility 
that Putin could be defeated and dethroned, given 
that this has been the intention right from the be-
ginning? Is the aim of the operation to ensure that 
more money and materiel flow in for Ukraine, now 
that the US under President Donald Trump has de-
cided to turn the tap off? Also, who among the Nato 
members knew about and helped in this attack, by 
using satellites, etc., to remote control the drones 
from thousands of miles away? There is a buzz that 
the Americans were not told about the impending 
attack. Was it the Europeans then? Did they, as Nato 
members, get directly involved in Zelenskyy’s oper-
ation? If yes, this brings Nato in direct conflict with 
Russia, which is a disaster. Surprisingly, President 
Trump, who cannot stop speaking of how he pre-
vented a nuclear war from breaking out between 
India and Pakistan, has not uttered one word, at the 
time of going to print, about Ukraine’s Operation 
Spiderweb. This is a strange silence, given that he 
was once personally invested in stopping the war 
inside 24 hours of taking office—four and a half 
months ago. No one seems to be listening to the 
American President and that is not good news for 
the world’s number one superpower or the world.

The only thing clear amidst this fog of war is that 
there are several vested interests that want this war 
to continue and perhaps even escalate.

Joyeeta Basu
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Russia is committed 
to delivering the re-
maining units of the 

S-400 air defence system 
to India by 2025-2026, the 
country’s Deputy Chief of 
Mission in India, Roman 
Babushkin, said on Mon-
day, highlighting that the 
system performed “very ef-
ficiently” during the recent 
India-Pakistan tensions.

Babushkin also hinted 
at expanding bilateral co-
operation with India in air 
defence and anti-drone sys-

tems.
“We heard that the S-400 

performed very efficiently 
during the recent clashes 
between India and Paki-
stan. We have a long history 
of collaboration. The air 
defence systems, accord-
ing to what we are expe-
riencing, the situation in 
Europe and here, this is one 
of the promising topics of 
our partnership in defence 
preparation in general,” Ba-
bushkin said

Babushkin confirmed 
that the contract for the re-
maining two S-400 units is 
on track, with deliveries ex-

pected to be completed by 
2025-26, in line with pub-
licly announced timelines.

India signed a USD 5.43 
billion deal with Russia in 
2018 for five squadrons of 
the S-400 Triumf missile 
system, a state-of-the-art 
air defence platform ca-
pable of engaging multiple 
aerial threats at long rang-
es. Three squadrons have 
already been delivered.

On the potential expan-
sion of defence collabora-
tion, Babushkin expressed 
openness to further dia-
logue.

“We are open for promo-

tion of this partnership for 
the discussion of the ex-
pansion of dialogue on air 
defence systems,” he said, 
noting the strategic impor-
tance of such cooperation in 
the current global security 
environment.

Commenting on the 
growing threat of drones, 
particularly in light of their 
extensive use during the 
India-Pakistan clash, the 
deputy chief of mission 
highlighted Russia’s expe-
rience in countering such 
challenges.

“We are facing this threat 
for several years already, 

and I think that our sys-
tems are being modernised 
constantly. I think it would 
be a joint interest from both 
sides how to counter this 
threat and lead to some 
other cooperation,” he said, 
adding that anti-drone sys-
tems are already part of the 
ongoing India-Russia de-
fence dialogue.

Babushkin also provided 
an update on a possible visit 
by Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov to India.

“The exact dates are not 
yet finalised, but it can hap-
pen anytime soon. We ex-
pect this month,” he said.

IndIa to get remaInIng S-400 mISSIle SyStemS by 2026, SayS ruSSIa

Arunachal 
toll rises to 10

20K people hit 
in Manipur

personal feelings and I 
never intentionally want-
ed to hurt anybody. So, if 
anybody is hurt, I’m sorry 
for the same. I expect co-
operation and understand-
ing. Henceforth, I will be 
cautious in my public post. 
Again, please accept my 
apologies.

Social media is now abuzz 
with tweets and posts of 
Wazahat Khan, wherein he 
made derogatory, vile and 
blasphemous posts against 
Hinduism and its deities.

 “Kamakhya Devi temple 
where Brahmin gets wor-
ship from other Hindus of 

a chopped Vagina. It is very 
hard to differentiate. Is it 
blind worship or mental 
sickness?? Sick people. In-
dian Hindu worship female 
vagina for luck,” he had 
tweeted. Many other posts 
contained even more vile 
expletives.

On Monday, Kolkata resi-
dent Prasun Maitra filed a 
formal complaint against 
Rashidi for two posts on 
the social media platform 
X, which he said, hurt the 
religious sentiments of 
Hindus.

Maitra, who emailed his 
complaint to Kolkata Po-
lice Commissioner Manoj 
Kumar Verma and other 

top officers, also attached 
screenshots of Rashidi’s 
posts.

 “Your recent activism 
shows that you are very 
much against such com-
munally instigating posts 
and determined to enforce 
the rule of law. In view of 
the above, you are request-
ed to initiate appropriate 
legal action against the 
person, described above, 
in line with your recent ac-
tivities and as per law of the 
land so that your integrity 
doesn’t come under any 
question,” said Maitra in 
his complaint.

Maitra followed up on his 
complaint several hours 

later, noting that the police 
were yet to register a first 
information report (FIR) 
on the basis of his com-
plaint. Harikrishna Pai, 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Port) said Maitra’s 
complaint will be looked 
into and action taken ac-
cording to law.

 “Whatever complaint we 
get, we will definitely take 
legal action. He (Maitra) 
has sent his complaint to 
several officers,” Pai said.

A BJP leader told The 
Daily Guardian: “Despite 
such overwhelming evi-
dence against Wazahat 
Khan, aimed at disturbing 
communal harmony and 

creating enmity between 
two religions, no action 
has been taken by the Kol-
kata Police against him 
though who resides in Kol-
kata. Kolkata Police could 
travel 1500 km to arrest a 
22-year-old Hindu girl but 
failed to nab Kolkata-based 
Wazahat Khan.”

Suvendu Adhikari, the 
BJP’s Leader of the Oppo-
sition, said: “The action is 
only taken against Sanata-
nis. In Mamata Banerjee’s 
rule, everyone here has a 
licence to abuse Sanatan 
Dharma…This is appease-
ment politics,” he said.

On Monday, Delhi-based 
advocate Vineet Jindal, also 

filed an official complaint 
with the Delhi Police and 
Cyber Crime Unit against 
Wajahat Khan, accusing 
him of online hate speech, 
religious defamation, and 
abusive content under 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS) and the IT Act, 
though it has not yet been 
registered as a case/FIR.

When many social media 
users criticised Panoli’s ar-
rest, the Kolkata Police de-
fended its action on X on 
Sunday.

In a post, Kolkata Police 
said some social media ac-
counts were spreading false 
information that it  had un-
lawfully arrested a law stu-

dent for opposing Pakistan. 
“This narrative is mischie-
vous and misleading.

Expressing national pride 
and patriotism is a thing 
that every citizen and or-
ganisation stands for. Kolk-
ata Police being no different, 
stands firmly with the citi-
zens of India,” the post said.

It added that the Panoli 
case was registered “on the 
basis of allegations that she 
posted a video which was 
insulting to the religious 
beliefs of a class of citizens 
of India and amounted to 
promoting disharmony 
and hatred between differ-
ent communities. “The case 
was registered under ap-

propriate sections of Bhar-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita. The 
case was duly investigated 
and, adhering to legal pro-
cedures, several attempts 
were made to serve notice 
u/s 35 of BNSS to the ac-
cused but every time she 
was found absconding,” 
the Kolkata Police said.

“Kolkata Police acted law-
fully according to the pro-
cedure established by law. 
The accused was not ar-
rested for expressing patri-
otism or for personal belief; 
legal actions were taken for 
sharing offensive content 
which promotes hatred 
among the communities,” 
it added.

Immidiate release of dairy subsidies

Tesla not keen on make in India 

Man who got Sharmishta arrested is accused of same ‘hate’ offence

Over 1,600 tourists 
evacuated

Landslide strikes Army camp

Situation remains critical in Assam
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PM unlikely 
to attend 
G7 summit 

Agencies
NEW DELHI

nine terror sites in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir followed by its 
counterattack on the neigh-
bouring country’s military 
facilities, especially air bas-
es, have been a highlight of 
Modi’s recent speeches.

He has affirmed that 
Operation Sindoor has 
marked India’s “new nor-
mal” in punishing terror 
acts linked to Pakistan and 
vowed to go after terrorists 
and their sponsors with 
equal ferocity in case of any 
future terror incidents on 
the Indian soil.

The Council of Ministers, 
which generally meets in a 
few months but has no fixed 
frequency, unlike the Union 
Cabinet’s, and key govern-
ment policies are discussed 
threadbare in the presence 
of top bureaucrats.

PM to chair meet 
of Union Council of 
Ministers today

BJP to run ‘Sankalp Se Siddhi Tak’ campaign

Brahmaputra is flowing 
above the danger mark at 
Dibrugarh and Nimatighat.

Its tributaries Dhansiri at 
Numaligarh and Kopili at 
Kampur are flowing above 
the danger level.

The Barak is flowing above 
the danger mark at Badar-
pur Ghat, while its tribu-
tary Kushiyara at Sribhumi 
and Katakhal in Matizuri 
are also flowing above the 

danger mark, ASDMA said.
The situation is likely to 

worsen for the people liv-
ing in low-lying and river 
bank areas due to continued 
heavy rainfall in the state 
and neighbouring areas, 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma cautioned on 
Sunday evening.

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah dialled Sarma 
to take stock of the situa-
tion and assured of all pos-

sible assistance, as multiple 
agencies remained engaged 
in rescue and relief opera-
tions. Fourteen stranded 
people were evacuated by 
an IAF helicopter from the 
Assam-Arunachal Pradesh 
border.

Road, railway and ferry 
services have been hit in dif-
ferent parts as most parts of 
the state continued receiv-
ing rain over the past few 
days. 

10 (Sevoke to Rangpo) sec-
tion in the light of ongoing 
emergency works due to 
sharp rise in the Teesta Riv-
er’s water level, an official 
said on Monday.

An official order issued by 
the DGM(P) PMU-Siliguri 
issued on Sunday said on 
June 2 and 3 traffic will be 
fully closed from 8 am to 2 
pm at four key locations - 
near Suntaley (km 14.45), 
near Likhuveer (km 26 to 
28), near Melli (km 33 to 34) 
and km 49.98.

The 52 km stretch of NH 
10 from Sevoke to Rango 
connects Sikkim with Sili-
guri town in West Bengal.

The traffic regulation 
will be further coordinated 
with the respective district 
administrations of Darjeel-
ing, Kalimpong, Namchi, 
Pakyong, and Gangtok for 
smooth execution, it said.

Meanwhile, with the 
m o n s o o n  s e a s o n  ap -
proaching, and heavy 
rainfall in the region may 
lead to landslides and road 
blockages, particularly 
on routes leading to re-

mote tourist destinations, 
the Sikkim government’s 
Tourism department has 
advised all tourists to ex-
ercise caution while travel-
ling and to plan their trips 
based on the latest road 
and weather updates from 
official sources.

“Your safety remains 
our utmost priority. In the 
event of road blockages or 
any unforeseen circum-
stances, necessary relief 
and evacuation support 
will be promptly provided 
to the stranded tourists,” it 
said.

CM congratulates Gukesh 
on historic win

town by 284 vehicles and 16 motorcycles. 
The director general of police, who person-

ally received the tourists at Phidang, said Mangan District 
Collector Anant Jain and Superintendent of Police (SP) So-
nam Detchu Bhutia led the convoy to ensure a safe departure 
of the visitors, he said. 

“The convoy of vehicles, carrying tourists, comprising 
737 men, 561 women and 380 children, crossed via Theng 
Check Post and arrived in Phdang before heading for the 
state capital,” an official said.

The Sikkim DGP said that efforts are underway to evacu-
ate more than 100 tourists stranded in Lachen. Sachdeva 
said he enquired about the well-being of the tourists who 
were on their way to Gangtok. Many of them thanked the 
district administration for its support in north Sikkim. The 
tourists expressed gratitude to the Sikkim government and 
all the agencies involved in the evacuation process, the of-
ficial said.

government under Sharma 
is committed to uplifting ev-
ery section of society, espe-
cially farmers and livestock 
rearers, aiming to create a 
prosperous and empowered 
Rajasthan.

Sharma emphasised that 
dairy production forms the 
backbone of Rajasthan’s 
rural economy. His admin-
istration prioritises the wel-
fare of livestock farmers by 
providing comprehensive 
support. Dairy farming 
not only creates employ-

ment in rural areas but 
also strengthens the overall 
economic fabric of villages. 
Being a farmer himself, 
Sharma understands the 
challenges faced by agricul-
tural and livestock commu-
nities. The state budget in-
cludes multiple provisions 
focused on their empower-
ment and prosperity.

The Chief Minister ’s 
regular public grievance 
hearings have become a 
crucial forum for resolv-
ing citizen issues swiftly 
and effectively. Thousands 
participate in these ses-

sions, bringing concerns 
related to health, pensions, 
education, drinking water, 
transportation, and more, 
many of which are ad-
dressed on the spot.

During these hearings, the 
Chief Minister has instruct-
ed officials to provide imme-
diate relief to complainants 
and maintain consistent 
monitoring of each case’s 
progress, keeping the com-
plainants informed. He has 
also warned of strict action 
against officials found neg-
ligent in addressing griev-
ances.

nies like Hyundai, Mer-
cedes Benz, Skoda and 
Kia have shown interest 
in manufacturing units in 
India under the new EV 
policy.

The government also said 
that European companies 
are interested in investing 
in India as they have left 
hand drive like in India and 
they don’t have to do much 
changes for exporting their 

cars, unlike US which has a 
right hand drive.

The new EV policy an-
nounced in 2022, has given 
many concessions for com-
panies who will invest in 
India and set up manufac-
turing units.

The policy allows a duty 
of 15 per cent if a company 
invest USD 500 million 
in a manufacturing plant 
in India. In the first three 
years the company will 
have to source 25 per cent 

of parts locally which has 
to be increased to 50 per 
cent by end of fifth year.

The company will be al-
lowed to export a maxi-
mum of 8,000 units an-
nually to India against a 
highly reduced duty of 15 
per cent.

Earlier, there were re-
ports that Tesla was inter-
ested in importing Tesla 
car into India and subse-
quently sell it through their 
showrooms in India.

expected to deliberate on 
pressing challenges facing 
the globe including the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict and the 
situation in West Asia.

It is learnt that Ottawa is 
yet to send an invitation to 
the Indian Prime Minister 
for the summit, but Modi, in 
any way, would have skipped 
it as such a visit would have 
required a lot of groundwork 
considering the current state 
of ties between the two sides, 
said the people cited above.

However, Liberal Party 
leader Mark Carney’s victory 
in the parliamentary election 
in April triggered hopes for 
reset of the relationship.

156 villages in 23 districts 
have been affected by the 
monsoon deluge.

The body of Guptajit Bh-
arali, swept away by flood-
ed Sukha Nallah in Up-
per Digaru was recovered 
downstream at Lasa Pani in 
Lohit district on Sunday.

Governor Lt General K 
T Parnaik (Retd) has ex-
pressed deep sorrow over 
the loss of lives and extend-
ed heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved families. He 
urged residents to remain 
alert, especially in vulner-
able and landslide-prone 
areas.

Calling on district ad-
ministrations to remain 
vigilant, the governor em-
phasised the importance 
of night time movement 
restrictions in risky zones 
and advocated proactive 
communication to keep 
citizens informed and 
safe.

sant torrential rains during 
the last four days.

Thirty-one relief camps 
have been opened mostly 
in Imphal East district to 
mitigate the hardships of 
the people who have been 
evacuated from their homes 
and localities.

Heingang, Wangkhei and 
Khurai assembly constituen-
cies in Imphal East district 
are worst affected along with 
Senapati district.

Forty-seven landslides too 
have been reported in differ-
ent parts of the state during 
the last four days.

Waterlogging was reported 
on the premises of several 
offices, health facilities, and 
establishments, includ-
ing All India Radio Imphal 
complex, and state-run 
Jawaharlal Nehru Institute 
of Medical Sciences, after the 
Imphal river overflowed in 
the Checkon area, one of the 
officials said.

leadership. The campaign, 
scheduled from June 5 to 
June 25, aims to showcase 
the government’s achieve-
ments in governance, public 
welfare, and national devel-
opment.

Chief Minister Bhajan 
Lal Sharma and BJP State 
President Madan Rathore 
addressed party workers, 
outlining upcoming pro-
grammes that will span 
from World Environment 
Day to the 50th anniver-
sary of the Emergency. The 
campaign will emphasise 
grassroots outreach, with 
BJP workers expected to 
promote key government 
schemes at the booth level.

India’s global identity has 
transformed: Sharma

Sharma said that under 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s leadership, India has 
gained a new identity on the 
global stage. He compared 
the pre-2014 era—marked 
by terrorism, corruption, 

and appeasement—with the 
post-2014 period of trans-
formation and reform.

“Whether it’s PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi, Mudra 
Yojana, or the Ujjwala 
scheme, the Prime Minister 
has brought development 
directly to the people—be it 
youth, women, farmers, or 
labourers,” Sharma said.

He noted that India has 
jumped from the world’s 
11th-largest economy to the 
4th position under Modi’s 
leadership, and praised the 
government’s efforts in de-
fence, particularly after the 
Pahalgam terrorist attack. 

Echoing Swami Vive-
kananda’s vision, Sharma 
said, “Narendra had said it, 
and Narendra is fulfilling 
it—the 21st century belongs 
to India.”

Month-Long Campaign 
Schedule

The month-long cam-
paign will begin on June 
5 with activities centred 
around water conservation 
and environmental aware-

ness as part of the ‘Vande 
Ganga Jal Sanrakshan Jan 
Abhiyan’, coinciding with 
World Environment Day. 
From June 9 to 21, out-
reach programmes will 
be conducted to spread 
awareness about the Modi 
government’s inclusive 
policies and achievements. 
On June 21, party work-
ers will actively participate 
in events held across the 
state to mark World Yoga 
Day. This will be followed 
by seminars on June 23 to 
commemorate the martyr-
dom of Dr Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee. The campaign 
will conclude on June 25 
with events highlighting 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Emergency, which the BJP 
describes as a dark chapter 
in Indian democracy.

Sharma called on every 
party worker to take part in 
these initiatives and reach 
out to people at the grass-
roots level to raise aware-
ness about government ef-
forts.

BJP’s commitment to so-
cial concern

Sharma underlined that 
BJP workers function with 
the motto of “nation first.” 
He highlighted environ-
mental campaigns like ‘Ek 
Ped Maa Ke Naam’ and the 
party’s initiatives in reli-
gious and cultural tourism. 

“In the BJP, workers are 
empowered and given new 
responsibilities, which 
is why it has become the 
world’s largest democratic 
political party,” he said.

Modi has fulfilled his reso-
lution: Rathore

BJP State  President 
Madan Rathore said that 
Modi’s 2014 pledge to build 
a new India has been re-
alised over the past 11 years. 

“Under Congress, the 
country had to mortgage its 
gold. Today, India stands as 
the world’s fourth-largest 
economy,” Rathore said, 
adding that over 21 coun-
tries have honoured PM 
Modi with their highest ci-
vilian awards.

Caruana remain tied for 
the top spot with 9.5 points 
each.

Following his defeat, a 
visibly frustrated Carlsen 
reportedly struck the 
chessboard, scattering the 
pieces. However, he later 
apologised to Gukesh and 
showed sportsmanship by 

patting him on the back. The 
two had also faced off in the 
tournament’s first round, 
where Carlsen had claimed 
victory.

Gukesh’s impressive 
comeback in the sixth round 
has added excitement to the 
elite tournament, highlight-
ing the emergence of new 
talent on the global chess 
stage.
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Ahead of Congress leader 
and Lok Sabha Leader of 
Opposition Rahul Gandhi’s 
Chandigarh visit on June 4, 
the faction-ridden Haryana 
Congress braces for what 
could be a long-overdue or-
ganisational shake-up.

According to party lead-
ers, the visit—part of the 
party’s Sangathan Srijan 
Abhiyan (organisation-
building campaign)—is 
being seen as a crucial mo-
ment to revive the state unit, 
which has been operating 
without district-level execu-
tives for over 11 years.

Rahul’s day-long visit 
comes amid buzz that the 

party high command may 
finally announce a new or-
ganisational structure in the 
state—a move that has re-
mained on the backburner 
due to chronic internal ri-
valries, primarily between 

former Chief Minister Bhu-
pinder Singh Hooda and his 
intra-party critics.

Party sources confirmed 
that Rahul will be accom-
panied by AICC Haryana 

in-charge BK Hariprasad, 
co-in-charges, and 21 cen-
tral observers appointed last 
month to restructure dis-
trict units. Two high-stakes 
meetings are scheduled: the 
first with top senior leaders 
of the state, and the second 
with all 21 AICC and 90 
PCC observers. Notably, 
the party’s 37 MLAs have 
not been officially invited 
to either meeting, though 
many are reportedly keen 
to interact with Gandhi and 
have made their sentiments 
known. “We are totally clue-
less about the agenda and 
even the list of invitees. But 
we hope district executives 
will finally be announced,” 
said a senior party leader, 
pleading anonymity.

India’s active COVID-19 cas-
es stand at 3,961 as of 8 AM 
on Monday, June 2, accord-
ing to Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare. The cu-
mulative COVID-19 deaths 
in the country since January 
this year have increased to 
32, with four deaths report-
ed since Sunday.

According to official data, 
203 new cases were added 
to the active case count since 
Sunday.

Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Maha-
rashtra, and Kerala each re-
ported one COVID-19 death 
since Sunday.

Delhi reported 47 more 
COVID-19 cases, increasing 
the total active cases in the 
national capital to 483.

In Kerala, active COVID-19 
cases rose to 1,435, with 35 
new cases reported since 
Sunday. In Maharashtra, 21 
new COVID-19 cases were 
reported, taking the active 
case count to 506.

In West Bengal, 44 new 

COVID-19 cases were re-
ported, increasing the state’s 
active cases to 331.

On Friday, Union Minister  
Prataprao Jadhav, assured 
that the Centre is fully pre-
pared to handle any situa-
tion that may arise.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Mon-
day began its arguments 
on charges in the land for 
job scam case, in which 
former Railway Minister 
Lalu Prasad Yadav, his fam-
ily members, former public 
servants, and candidates are 
accused.

Yadav is alleged to have 
granted railway jobs in 
exchange for land parcels 
from candidates or their 

relatives, either as gifts or at 
significantly reduced prices.

Special judge Vishal 
Gogne heard the submis-
sions by senior advocate 
DP Singh alongwith advo-
cate Manu Mishra, who ap-

peared for the CBI.
CBI’s counsel gave a brief 

overview of the case and 
submitted that there is a 
sanction to prosecute Lalu 
Prasad Yadav and public 
servants in this case.

It was further submitted 
that there is sufficient mate-
rial evidence to frame charg-
es against the accused per-
sons for the offence they are 
chargesheeted. Delhi High 
Court has already rejected 
the plea of Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav seeking a stay on trial 
court proceedings.

Lashing out at the “double-
engine” government in Bi-
har over the alleged rape 
and murder of a minor girl 
in Muzaffarpur, RJD leader 
Tejashwi Yadav on Monday 
alleged “administrative an-
archy” in the state as law and 
order has “collapsed.”

Speaking to the media, Ya-
dav said that no one from the 
government has time to visit 
the victim’s family as “the CM 
and his Deputy CMs are busy 
with political programs.”

“The double-engine govern-
ment has failed in Bihar. The 
CM never discussed this; I am 
unsure if he is even aware of 
the incidents. Law and order 
has collapsed. There is ad-
ministrative anarchy in the 
whole of Bihar. No action is 
being taken... No one has time 
to meet the victim or the vic-
tim’s family. The CM and both 
the Deputy CMs are busy in 
political programs,” Tejashwi 
Yadav said.

Earlier today, Bihar Min-
ister Kedar Gupta promised 
speedy trial and strictest 
punishment in the rape and 
murder of a minor girl in Mu-

zaffarpur. 
He added that the State gov-

ernment will provide an ex 
gratia of Rs four lakh to the 
victim’s family.

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day agreed to hear a man’s 
plea over his mother’s pur-
ported illegal detention by 
Assam Police amid wide-
spread allegations of depor-
tations to Bangladesh.

Iunuch (Yunus) Ali, 26, 
sought immediate release of 
his mother Monowara Bewa, 
who was reportedly detained 
on May 24 after being called 
to Dhubri Police Station on 
the pretext of recording her 
statement.

The plea also sought a direc-
tion restraining the deporta-

tion or “push back” of the 
detainee across any Indian 
border.

The matter came up before a 
bench of Justices Sanjay Karol 
and Satish Chandra Sharma 
which agreed to hear it.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for the petitioner, 
said the woman had previ-

ously filed an special leave pe-
tition (SLP) in the apex court 
which is still pending and she 
was also granted bail but she 
was being “thrown out”.

“We will list it along with 
the main case. We will hear 
it,” the bench said.

Ali’s plea, the bench said, 
would be heard along with 

the pending SLP.
The SLP challenges the de-

cision of the Gauhati High 
Court, which upheld a For-
eigners Tribunal ruling de-
claring Bewa a foreigner - a 
decision that has remained 
under challenge before the 
apex court since 2017.

When the bench said the 

plea would be heard along 
with the pending petition, 
Sibal said, “In the meantime, 
she is being thrown out.”

“Thrown out means?” the 
bench asked.Sibal said she 
might be sent to Bangladesh 
and the petitioner was un-
aware of his mother where-
abouts. “Where is she, we 

don’t know. At least ask them 
(authorities) to tell us that. 
The son does not know,” he 
argued.The petitioner raised 
concerns over the practice in 
Assam of allegedly detain-
ing and deporting persons to 
Bangladesh overnight, even 
when their legal cases were 
pending.

Rahul’s Chandigarh visit: Can it revive 
Haryana Cong after 11 years of gridlock?

4 new deaths from COVID-19, 
active cases near 4,000 in India

Land-for-jobs case: CBI begins 
arguments against Lalu, others

Tejashwi slams Bihar govt over Muzaffarpur 
rape, calls ‘double-engine rule a failure’

SC agrees to hear plea over woman’s ‘illegal’ detention in Assam

India and Paraguay 
stand united in the fight 
against terrorism and 

there is immense possibility 
to work unitedly to combat 
shared challenges such as 
cybercrime and drug traf-
ficking, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said on Monday.

Modi made the remarks at 
delegation-level talks with 
Paraguayan President San-
tiago Pena Palacios. The Pa-
halgam terror attack figured 
in the talks.

Pena arrived in Delhi this 
morning on a three-day visit 
to India to explore ways to 
expand overall cooperation.

It is his first visit to India 
and only the second trip 
by a president of the South 
American country.

Paraguay is an important 
trading partner for India in 
the Latin American region. 
Several Indian compa-
nies in the automobile and 
pharmaceutical sectors have 
their presence in Paraguay.

Modi expressed his deep 
appreciation for Paraguay 
for its strong condemna-
tion of the terrorist attack 
in Pahalgam, as well as for 
the sincere condolences 
and solidarity expressed 
with the people of India, P 
Kumaran, Secretary (East) 

in the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA), said at a me-
dia briefing.

Both leaders “unequivo-
cally” condemned terrorism 
and violent extremism in all 
its forms, he said.

On behalf of the Para-
guayan people, President 
Pena expressed his deep 
solidarity with the victims 
of the terrorist attack and 
their families, he added.

Kumaran said President 

Pena made it clear that he 
would be looking at India 
as a big trade and invest-
ment partner, and invited 
Indian companies to invest 
in Paraguay.

Modi and Pena held a 
comprehensive discussion 
on the entire spectrum of 
ties including trade and in-
vestment, defence and secu-
rity, infrastructure, mining 
and mineral resources, ag-
riculture and food security, 

and green energy.
In his remarks at the talks, 

Modi said, “We see new op-
portunities for cooperation 
in areas such as digital tech-
nology, critical minerals, 
energy, agriculture, health-
care, defence, railways, 
space and overall economic 
partnership.”

The prime minister also 
referred to New Delhi’s pref-
erential trade arrangement 
with South American trad-
ing bloc MERCOSUR.

“We can work together to 
further expand it,” he said.

MERCOSUR or Com-
mon Market of the South is 
a trading bloc comprising 
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, 
and Uruguay.

The two leaders also de-
liberated on ways to combat 
terrorism against the back-
drop of the Pahalgam terror 
attack.

“India and Paraguay stand 
united in the fight against 
terrorism. There is immense 
possibility of cooperation to 
fight against shared chal-
lenges such as cybercrime, 
organised crime and drug 
trafficking,” Modi said.

The prime minister de-
scribed Paraguay as an 
integral part of the Global 
South. “India and Paraguay 
are integral parts of the 
Global South. Our hopes, 

aspirations and challenges 
are similar. And this is why 
we can learn from each oth-
er’s experiences to deal with 
these challenges effectively,” 
he said.

“We are pleased that In-
dia could extend support 
to Paraguay by sharing its 
vaccines during the COVID 
pandemic. We look forward 
to continuing this spirit 
of cooperation by sharing 
more of our capabilities,” 
he said.

Modi and Pena welcomed 
the establishment of a Joint 
Commission Mechanism 
(JCM) that will serve as a 
key platform to review and 
advance cooperation in 
priority areas of mutual in-
terest. India and Paraguay 
established diplomatic re-
lations on 13 September 
1961, cultivating warm and 
friendly ties between the 
two nations.

Both countries have since 
developed cooperation in 
various sectors, including 
trade, agriculture, health, 
pharmaceuticals and infor-
mation technology.

The two countries share 
common views on various 
international issues, in-
cluding UN reforms, climate 
change, renewable energy 
and combating terrorism, 
according to the MEA.

IndIa, Paraguay stand unIted 
agaInst terrorIsm: Pm modI
tdg network
New Delhi

Neeraj MohaN 
ChANDiGARh 

TDG NeTWorK 
New Delhi  

TDG NeTWorK 
New Delhi 

TDG NeTWorK 
PAtNA  

TDG NeToWrK
New Delhi 

Khaps part of country’s 
heritage: Haryana CM

Union Cabinet to meet 
on June 4 ahead of Modi 
3.0’s first anniversary

Haryana Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini said 
that the support of Palam 
360 Khap helped the BJP 
gain new strength in Delhi, 
marking its resurgence in 
the region. He added that 
the issues of the national 
capital’s rural belt will now 
be addressed on a priority 
basis.

Saini emphasized that 
Khaps are an important part 
of the country’s heritage and 
praised the late Chaudhary 
Dayanand Pradhan of Del-
hi’s Matiyala village for his 
leadership in community 
development and Panchayat 
affairs.

A grand Yagya was held 

on Sunday in South West 
Delhi’s Matiyala village as 
a tribute to soldiers and in 
memory of Chaudhary Day-
anand Pradhan.

According to Palam 360 
Khap chief Chaudhary 

Surender Solanki, thou-
sands of farmers and villag-
ers gathered at Matiyala to 
pay their respects to the late 
Pradhan.

The Union Council of Minis-
ters is scheduled to meet on 
June 4 at the Sushma Swaraj 
Bhawan in the national 
capital. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will chair 
the meeting, which comes 
just days before the Modi 
3.0 government marks the 
completion of its first year 
in office on June 9.

Last year, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led NDA se-
cured 293 seats in the Lok 
Sabha elections. BJP won 
240 seats on its own. In the 
543-strong lower house of 
the Indian parliament, 272 
is the minimum majority 
figure.

The agenda of the meeting 
will include a review of the 

government’s performance 
over the past year, internal 
matters, and preparations 
for public outreach as the 
Central Government com-
pletes 11 years in power, as 
per the sources.

According to the top 
source in the BJP, “The 
Union Council of Minis-
ters will meet on June 4 at  
Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in 
the evening. The agenda of 
the meeting will be 11 years 
of central government, 1 
year completion of Modi 
3.0, and other internal issues 
that need to be discussed.”

“The PM will hold a  
meeting with all the minis-
ters before the completion 
of one year of the Modi 3.0 
government.”, a source  
said.
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Senior Congress leader 
Salman Khurshid, part of the 
all-party delegation briefing 
on Operation Sindoor, stirred 
controversy on Monday with 
a cryptic post questioning 
those calculating political al-
legiances, asking, “Is it so dif-
ficult to be patriotic?”

Khurshid’s post came short-
ly after fellow party leader 
Shashi Tharoor faced inter-
nal criticism for his views on 
surgical strikes.

Notably, Khurshid had ear-
lier praised the abrogation 
of Article 370 in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

In a post on X (formerly 
Twitter), Khurshid wrote, 
“When on mission against 
terrorism, to carry India’s 
message to the world, it’s dis-
tressing that people at home 
are calculating political alle-
giances. Is it so difficult to be 
patriotic?”

He did not name any party 
leaders or specify which party 
he was referring to.

Khurshid’s remarks on Ar-
ticle 370 during his visit have 
further deepened unease 
within the Congress party.

The former foreign minis-
ter is currently in East Asia 
as part of an all-party par-
liamentary delegation led by 

JD(U) MP Sanjay Kumar Jha.
While addressing think 

tanks and academic forums 
in Indonesia last week, Khur-
shid said it was unfortunate 
that Pakistan wants to undo 
the prosperity that has come 
to Jammu and Kashmir fol-
lowing the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370.

This stance contrasts with 
Congress’s earlier position, 
which strongly opposed the 
NDA government’s move to 
revoke Article 370 in 2019.

Khurshid’s remarks come a 
day after he said during an in-
teraction with think tanks in 
Indonesia that Kashmir had 
“major problems” for a long 
time and the abrogation of 
Article 370 finally put an end 
to them. These remarks were 
welcomed by BJP leaders 
but stirred controversy.BJP 
leader Shehzad Poonawalla, 
referring to Khurshid’s com-
ments, slammed the Congress 
and other opposition parties, 

accusing them of overlooking 
national interest.

“After Shashi Tharoor and 
Manish Tewari, yet another 
Congress leader has given a 
reality check and shown the 
mirror to Congress and the 
INDIA alliance,” Poonawalla 
said.

“Salman Khurshid has 
said that when the all-party 
delegation is on a mission to 
expose Pakistan by putting 
India first, some people are 
calculating political allegianc-
es. Is it so difficult to be pa-
triotic? This is a resounding 
slap on those who constantly 
doubt India’s military might 
and diplomatic strength,” he 
added.

He accused Congress of put-
ting the interests of the “pari-
var,” a clear reference to the 
Gandhi family, above national 
interest.

“For petty political gains, 
Congress puts party interest 
and parivar interest above the 
nation. Hopefully, they will 
realize that Salman Khur-
shid is not a party spokesper-
son but is putting the nation 
first. But when will Congress 
put the nation first?” he ques-
tioned.In an apparent jab at 
Lok Sabha Opposition Leader 
Rahul Gandhi, Poonawalla 
said, “The LoP is busy prov-
ing how Pakistan is powerful 
and how India lost.”

Khurshid sparks row 
with patriotic post amid 
Congress internal criticism
aNaND SiNGh
New Delhi   

Prime Minister narendra Modi meets President of Paraguay, 
Santiago Pena, at Hyderabad House in new delhi. AnI

If it helps party, will definitely 
contest Bihar polls, says Chirag 
raipur:  Union Minister and Lok Janshakti Party (Ram 
Vilas) president Chirag Paswan on Monday said he will 
definitely contest the upcoming Bihar polls if his candi-
dature consolidates his party’s position and “strike rate”.

He also said there is no vacancy for the post of chief 
minister of the eastern state as incumbent Nitish Kumar 
will continue to lead post the polls, likely to be held in 
October-November this year.

Paswan was talking to reporters at Swami Vivekananda 
Airport here on his arrival to attend an event of a regional 
news channel.

When asked about his contesting Bihar assembly elec-
tions, Paswan said, “I have already said that I don’t see 
myself in the politics of the Centre for a longer period. 
The reason for my entry into politics is Bihar and Biharis 
(people of Bihar). I have my own vision - Bihar First, Bihari 
First.” “In such a situation, I want my state Bihar to stand 
at par with developed states. After becoming an MP for 
the third time, I realised that it may not be possible (to 
work for Bihar) by staying in Delhi,” he asserted, adding 
that he had told his party that he wished to return to Bihar 
(politics) soon.

new delhi :  The Delhi High Court has directed the Union 
Government to submit a comprehensive status report de-
tailing its actions regarding the policy for sample collec-
tion, collection centres, and transportation of samples, 
underscoring that the “next COVID-19 pandemic is far 
from over.” Expressing concern over the lack of clarity 
on steps taken following a meeting on May 30, 2023, the 
court emphasized the urgency of finalizing and imple-
menting Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). It noted 
widespread reports of COVID-19 cases within the com-
munity, highlighting the necessity of swift and decisive 
measures.

Delhi HC seeks govt update on 
COVID-19 testing standards 
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A M a h i l a  C o u r t 
here on Monday 
awarded the life 

sentence for a minimum 
period of 30 years with-
out remission and a fine of 
Rs 90,000 to the accused 
Gnanasekaran, who has 
been convicted for alleg-
edly raping  a student on 
the Anna University cam-
pus in December last year. 
Mahila Court judge M Ra-
jalakshmi, who convicted 
Gnanasekaran on May 
28, awarded sentences 
in respect of each of the 
11 charges proved by the 
prosecution against him. 
Public Prosecutor Marry 
Jayanthi said, “As far as the 
Gnanasekaran case is con-
cerned, we have got the ver-
dict today. 30 years without 

remission have been pro-
vided. SIT inquired into 
the incident, they filed a 
charge sheet at the Mahila 
court. April 30 for the first 
time, affected women took 
the stage. All evidence was 
provided, as it was satis-
factory for the court, today 
this judgement has come. 
The highest punishment is 
a life sentence for this case, 

and it has been provided.” 
A second-year student of 
Anna University was sexu-
ally assaulted on the Anna 
University campus in De-
cember. After an investiga-
tion, the Chennai Police had 
arrested Gananesekaran in 
connection with the case. 
Earlier, Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister MK Stalin on 
Wednesday hailed the state 

police, investigating officers 
and government lawyers for 
the expeditious verdict in 
the Anna University sexual 
assault case. In a post on X, 
the Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister said that the state’s 
police swiftly pursued the 
case and justice was deliv-
ered in just five months. 
Stalin said he had told the 
police to prevent crime, 

and if any incident occurs, 
no criminal should escape. 
The criminals, he said, 
should be investigated ex-
peditiously and punished.

He also slammed the op-
position parties who had 
made allegations against 
the ruling DMK over 
the incident and said at-
tempts were made to play 
“cheap politics”. He said 
the government has shat-
tered the “slander” being 
spread.  “We will always 
ensure justice and the 
safety of women,” he said. 
Leader of Opposition 
Edappadi Palaniswamy 
welcomed the verdict, al-
leging that the DMK had 
tried to protect the accused, 
“Chennai Mahila Court sen-
tenced to life Ganasekaran, 
accused in Anna University, 
who is also a DMK sym-
pathiser. 

AnnA vArsity rApe cAse: Accused 
GnAnAsekArAn Gets life sentence

NCP (SP) leader Anil 
Deshmukh on Monday 
downplayed speculation 
about a political reunion 
following recent meetings 
between Sharad Pawar 
and his estranged neph-
ew Ajit Pawar, asserting 
there was no discussion 
on the rival NCP factions 
coming together.

NCP (SP) president Sha-
rad Pawar and Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar 
have met on multiple 
occasions in the recent 
past, fuelling specula-
tion in political circles 
about rapprochement. 
A s k e d  a b o u t  i t , 
Deshmukh told report-
ers here, “There is no 
discussion on both the 
NCPs reuniting. The two 
leaders keep meeting on 
different occasions on is-
sues related to sugar and 
educational institutes. 
There is no discussion on 
the two factions merging.” 
Such meetings are rou-

tine, the former state 
home minister added. 
On the issue of various 
local and civic body elec-
tions pending in the state, 
Deshmukh said they 
should be held as per the 
Supreme Court’s orders. 
“Clean drinking water 
and governance issues are 
pending, elections should 
not be delayed further,” he 
said.

Elections to several local 
and civic bodies, includ-
ing the all-important and 
cash rich Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC), are long overdue. 
The Supreme Court last 
month directed the State 
Election Commission to 
hold local body elections 
within four months, in 
what would be the mini-
assembly polls.

Deshmukh dispels Sharad, 
Ajit Pawar merger rumours
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Rashtriya Swamyamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) leader Kal-
ladka Prabhakar Bhat has 
been booked by Mangaluru 
Police for allegedly deliver-
ing a provocative speech 
during a condolence pro-
gramme held for the recent 
murder in the district.

Bhat had delivered the 
speech on May 12, at Mad-
wa Palace Kalyana Man-
tapa Hall in Kavlapadoor 
village.

According to police, Kal-
ladka Prabhakar Bhat, 
while addressing approxi-
mately 500 attendees at 
the event, made statements 
that are believed to “disrupt 
social harmony, create ani-
mosity between religious 
groups, and incite commu-
nal disharmony.”

Authorities stated that 
there is a potential for 

disturbance to law and 
order in the district due 
to  these  statements. 
On Monday, a case was 
filed against the RSS leader 
at Bantwal Rural Police Sta-
tion under Section 353(2) 
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita. 
Section 353 deals with 
statements conducing to 
public mischief, with the 
section 2 detailing that 
whoever makes, publishes 
or circulates any statement 
or report containing false 
information, rumour or 
alarming news, including 
through electronic means, 
with intent to create or pro-
mote, or which is likely to 
create or promote. 

feelings of enmity, hatred 
or ill will between different 
groups shall be punished 
with imprisonment which 
may extend to three years, 
or with fine, or with both. 
Further legal action will be 
taken, police confirmed.

Karnataka RSS leader 
booked for alleged 
provocative remarks
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Mahila court judge also imposes Rs 90, 000 fine on the convict 
for alleged sexual assault of student of Anna University 

‘30 years in jail without remission’

n   Mahila Court judge M Rajalakshmi, 
who convicted Gnanasekaran on May 
28, awarded sentences in respect of 
each of the 11 charges proved by the 
prosecution against him.

n   A second-year student of Anna Uni-
versity was sexually assaulted on the 
Anna University campus in December. 

n  After an investigation, the Chennai 
Police had arrested Gananesek-
aran in connection with the case. 

Mumbai city received 
heavy rainfall on Mon-
day. Rain lashed sev-
eral parts of the city. 
The India Meteorologi-
cal Department IMD ear-
lier today predicted a partly 
cloudy sky with the possibil-
ity of occasional light spells 
of rain in the city and sub-
urbs for today.

The IMD said that maxi-
mum and minimum tem-
peratures are likely to be 
around 33 degrees Celsius 
and 26 degrees Celsius.

E a r l i e r ,  o n  M a y 
2 8,  Mu mb a i  c i t y  r e -
ceived heavy rainfall. 
The IMD said that quan-
titatively, the southwest 
monsoon seasonal rainfall 
over the country as a whole 
is likely to be 106 percent 
of the Long Period Average 
(LPA) with a model error 
of +-4 percent, indicating 

that above normal rainfall 
is most likely over the coun-
try as a whole during the 
monsoon season (June to 
September), 2025.

“The southwest monsoon 
seasonal (June to Septem-
ber, 2025) rainfall is most 
likely to be above normal 
over Central India and 
South Peninsular India 
(>106% of LPA), normal 
over Northwest India (92-
108% of LPA) and below 
normal over Northeast 
India (<94% of LPA),” the 

IMD said in a press release. 
The southwest monsoon 
seasonal rainfall over the 
Monsoon Core Zone (MCZ) 
consisting of most of the 
rainfed agriculture areas in 
the country is most likely 
to be above normal (>106% 
of LPA). During June to 
September 2025, normal to 
above normal rainfall is very 
likely over most parts of the 
country except some areas 
of Northwest and East India, 
and many areas of North-
east India where below 

normal rainfall is very likely. 
Earlier, the national capi-
tal on Sunday witnessed a 
spell of rain, accompanied 
by strong winds over the 
southern parts of Delhi. 
The rains are due to an 
east-southeastward-
moving cloud cluster, 
according to the Meteo-
rological Department. 
The spell of rain offered a 
much-needed respite from 
the heat, as the national 
capital recorded maximum 
temperatures of more than 
39 C earlier in the morning. 

According to IMD, Safdar-
jung area recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 39.7 
degrees Celsius, Ayanagar 
39.5 degrees Celsius, Lodhi 
Road 39.4 degrees Celsius 
and Palam recorded 39.1 de-
grees Celsius. The IMD has 
issued warnings of thun-
derstorms, lightning and 
squall for the next two days, 
on June 2-3, in the national 
capital. 

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawa-
nt on Monday termed the creation 
of the Divyang Department in his 
administration a “major change” 
in spearheading the welfare of 
the differently abled in the state. 
“The Goa government has started a 
Divyang Department. 

This is a major change after the 
International Purple Festival,” 
Sawant said at the concluding cer-
emony of ADIP Assessment Camp. 
“Divyang Minister Subhash Faldes-
sai has done excellent work. I thank 
the department and the minister. 
We are ahead of other governments 
when it comes to welfare for the di-
vyangs,” the Chief Minister added. 
The Goa government organised As-

sessment Camps across all talukas 
of the state from May 20 to June 02. 
These camps aimed to identify eligible 
Divyangs (PwDs) for free distribution 
of aid and appliances under the ADIP 
Scheme as part of Swayampurna Goa 
2.0 and Inclusive Goa initiatives.

Over 11,800 PwDs across Goa were 
personally contacted via phone calls 
informing them about the camp’s 
scheduled date, time and venue. 

Divyangjans who have 40 per cent dis-
ability (UDID Certificate), monthly in-
come below 22,500(with valid income 
proof), Aadhaar and address proof, no 
aid received in the last three years (one 
year for children under 18 for specific 
items) are eligible for these camps. 
Locomotor, visual impairment, hear-
ing impairment and intellectual and 
developmental disabilities were cov-
ered in this camp. 

Film Actor Kamal Haasan 
on Monday moved to the 
Karnataka High Court, 
seeking release of his up-
coming movie Thug Life 
in the state on June 5. 
This came after the ac-
tor’s upcoming film, Thug 
Life directed by Mani 
Ratnam, faced trouble in 
Karnataka after the ac-
tor’s recent remark on 
the Kannada language 
sparked anger among lo-
cal groups, including the 
Karnataka Film Chamber 
of Commerce (KFCC), 
which has banned the 
film’s release until the ac-

tor issues a public apology. 
The actor filed this peti-
tion through the CEO 
of his company, Rajka-
mal Film International. 
The statement sparked 
anger after Kamal Haas-
an purportedly said that 
the Kannada language 
has been derived from 
the  Tamil  language. 
Kamal Haasan appealed 

to the court to restrain the 
government, police depart-
ment and Film Chamber of 
Commerce from stopping 
the screening of the movie 
and petitioned to provide 
proper security for the 
movie screening.

Meanwhile, the Karnata-
ka Film Chamber of Com-
merce has issued a 24-hour 
ultimatum to Kamal Haas-
an to apologise, stating that 
failure to comply will result 
in his movie being banned 
from release in Karnataka. 
Narasimhulu, President of 
the Karnataka Film Cham-
ber of Commerce, said, “As 
per the demand of pro-
Kannada organisations 
and also the letter written 

by the Karnataka Govern-
ment, we have also given 24 
hours to Kamal Hassan to 
apologise for the statement 
which you made that hurt 
the sentiments of Kannadi-
gas of Karnataka state.”

“We have given in 24 
hours as one of our distrib-
utors also invested money 
in his movie from Kar-
nataka; distributors con-
tacted his team, his team 
has said that he’s in Dubai; 
he will come tomorrow, 
then there will be a mes-
sage from Kamal Hassan. 
We will wait for 24 hours; 
if he doesn’t apologise, his 
movie will not be allowed 
to be released in any of the 
theatres in Karnataka.

Telangana Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy, on 
the occasion of Telangana 
Formation Day, paid a flo-
ral tribute to Telangana 
Martyrs at the Martyrs 
Memorial at Gun Park. 
Chief Minister Revanth Red-
dy also extended wishes on 
the state formation day via X 
post, wrote, “For the aspira-
tions of the martyrs... For the 

aspirations of the people... 
For the welfare of the poor... 
For the dreams of farmers... 
For the economic self-reli-
ance of girls... For the golden 
future of the youth... For the 
vision of Telangana Rising... 
On this auspicious day... Let 
us renew our commitment. 
Happy Formation Day to 
the people of the state.” 
Me a nwh i l e ,  m a rk i n g 
Telangana’s 11th Formation 
Day, President Droupadi 
Murmu led the nation in 

extending warm greet-
ings to its people, prais-

ing its rich cultural legacy 
and dynamic growth story. 

In a message shared on social 
media, the President lauded 
Telangana’s journey as a 
young state swiftly emerg-
ing as a hub of cultural pride 

and economic progress. 
In a post on X, the Presi-
dent of India wrote, “Warm 
greetings to the people of 
Telangana on Statehood 

Day! This young State has a 
rich cultural heritage and a 
vibrant modern ecosystem 
of economic and techno-
logical development. I wish 
that the people of Telangana 
march ahead on the path of 
progress and prosperity.” 
PM Modi also extended 
wishes and wrote, “Greet-
ings to the wonderful peo-
ple of Telangana on their 
Statehood Day. The state is 
known for making innu-
merable contributions to na-

tional progress. Over the last 
decade, the NDA Govern-
ment has undertaken many 
measures to boost ‘Ease 
of Living’ for the people of 
the state. May the people 
of the state be blessed with 
success and prosperity.” 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah also shared his mes-
sage in both English and 
Telugu, celebrating Telan-
gana’s cultural richness and 
the hardworking spirit of its 
people.

Heavy rain lashes Mumbai, IMD 
predicts occasional light spells

Goa ahead of other states in welfare 
of divyangs: CM Pramod Sawant

Kamal Haasan moves Karnataka HC, 
seeks release of ‘Thug Life’ in state

Telangana CM honours martyrs with floral tribute on state Formation Day
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Andhra: YSRCP leader 
condemns scrapping of 
doorstep delivery of ration  

YSRCP leader K V Nag-
eswara Rao on Monday 
condemned the TDP-led 
NDA government in Andhra 
Pradesh for scrapping 
doorstep delivery of rations 
through Mobile Distribution 
Units (MDU vehicles) and 
reverting to the old format 
of supplying ration through 
fair price shops from June 1. 
    Rao, who is former civil sup-
plies minister, alleged that by 
scrapping MDUs, women, 
pregnant women and tribal 
families will be affected. 
        “Naidu cannot toler-
ate initiatives that benefit 
people,” Rao said, address-
ing a press conference, 
and said that “abolishing 
MDUs is a stab in the back”. 
    Recently, the N Chandrab-
abu Naidu-led government 
scrapped doorstep delivery 
of rations through MDU 
vehicles introduced by the 

previous YSRCP regime. 
       The former minister al-
leged that  under  the 
old ration system, there 
were server failures, long 
queues, and heat-related 
deaths. A 70-year-old 
woman died in Ananta-
pur district, he claimed. 
     Rao demanded evidence 
from Naidu for alleg-
ing corruption in MDUs. 
    He said that the previous 
YSRCP government oper-
ated MDUs offering quality 
supplies and higher dealer 
commissions and noted that 
the scheme was a people-
centric model which was 
dismantled for “vendetta”.

agencies
Tanuku

The Koya tribes of Telangana forests take part in the 12th 
Telangana commemoration Day (Formation Day) at Parade 
Grounds, in secunderabad on Monday. (ANi Photo)

Over 11,800 PwDs across 
Goa were personally 
contacted via phone calls 
informing them about the 
camp’s scheduled date, time 
and venue. 

Asked about it, Deshmukh told 
reporters here, “There is no discussion 
on both the NCPs reuniting. 

“Warm greetings to the people of Telangana 
on Statehood Day! This young State has a rich 

cultural heritage and a vibrant modern ecosystem 
of economic and technological development. I 

wish that the people of Telangana march ahead 
on the path of progress and prosperity.
-Droupadi Murmu, President of india



Punjab approves new Land PooLing 
PoLicy: 400% RetuRn for FaRmeRs, 
Rs 30,000/acRe aid, PLots with FuLL 
amenities in 27 cities

Move aimed at 
curbing illegal 
colonisation, 
empowering 
farmers, and 
promoting 
planned 
development 
across 27 cities

In a significant develop-
ment aimed at stream-
lining urban expansion 

and tackling the menace of 
illegal colonies, the Punjab 
Cabinet on Monday ap-
proved a new Land Pool-
ing Policy. The policy, de-
scribed as a voluntary and 
participatory model, seeks 
to include landowners as 
stakeholders in the state’s 
planned growth initiatives 
while ensuring safeguards 
against coercion or exploi-
tation.

The policy was approved 
during a meeting of the 
Council of Ministers held 
at Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann’s official 
residence. With this move, 
the government aims to 
reverse decades of unregu-
lated construction and un-
checked colonisation, par-
ticularly in urban fringes 
and peri-urban areas.

Voluntary 
ParticiPation 
EmPhasisEd
Punjab Renewable Energy 
Minister Aman Arora clari-
fied that the scheme is com-
pletely voluntary. “There is 
no force, no pressure. The 
farmer has complete au-
thority. Nothing will hap-
pen without their written 
consent,” he stated.

T h e  p o l i c y  w i l l  b e 
launched in 27 selected cit-
ies in its first phase, where 
unauthorised colonies and 
unregulated development 
have been most prevalent. 
Landowners in these areas 
can now opt to pool their 
land with the government. 
They can also continue 
farming, sell their land, or 
develop it independently if 
they so choose.

What FarmErs Will 
GEt?
Under this land pooling 
scheme, for every one acre 
of land pooled with the 
government, the farmer 
will receive a 1,000-square-
yard residential plot and a 
200-square-yard commer-
cial plot.

The government will 
undertake full infrastruc-
ture development on the 
returned plots, including 
the construction of roads, 
water supply, sewerage, 
street lighting, and public 

parks.
Until the final plots are 

ready and handed over, the 
landowners will receive an-
nual compensation of Rs 
30,000 per acre, for a maxi-
mum of three years.

Each landowner will re-
ceive an entitlement certifi-
cate detailing the plots they 
will get in return. The ben-
eficiaries will also have the 
option to choose between 
two 500-square-yard plots 
or other configurations, 
based on policy guidelines. 
The returned plots, once 
developed, are expected to 

be worth up to four times 
the current market value of 
the contributed land.

ProVisions For 
larGEr land 
holdinGs
The policy also lays down 
incentives for those contrib-
uting larger tracts of land:

A farmer contributing 
nine acres of land will get 
back three acres of devel-
oped land, suitable for con-

structing a group housing 
society.

A consortium of farmers 
pooling 50 acres will collec-
tively get 30 acres of devel-
oped land in return.

This model of proportion-
ate return based on larger 
contributions aims to en-
courage cooperative par-
ticipation among landown-
ers while facilitating larger 
development projects.

no PriVatE PlayErs 
in initial handoVEr
To address  concerns 
around land exploitation 

by private developers, the 
government has clarified 
that the land will be handed 
over directly to the state and 
not to any private entity. 
Only after the necessary 
infrastructure is developed 
will the farmers receive 
their plots.

This step is designed to 
break the existing nexus of 
land sharks, illegal colonis-
ers, and certain local offi-
cials, which has historically 

led to haphazard urban 
sprawl without basic civic 
amenities.

BEnEFits For small 
and marGinal 
FarmErs
The policy has been ration-
alised to favour small and 
marginal landowners, who 
often suffer the most in 
urbanisation drives. By in-
cluding them as direct ben-
eficiaries, the government 
aims to distribute develop-
ment benefits equitably.

Farmers will have the 
freedom to retain their 

share of developed land or 
sell it in the open market. 
There will be no compul-
sion to sell it back to the 
government or any third 
party. This flexibility pro-
vides landowners with the 
ability to make decisions 
based on their own finan-
cial needs and aspirations.

associatEd caBinEt 
aPProVals
In addition to the land pool-
ing policy, the Cabinet also 
cleared several related mea-
sures aimed at enhancing 
the effectiveness of urban 

development regulation in 
Punjab.

1. Partial 
surrEndEr and 
cancEllation oF 
licEnsEs
The Cabinet approved a 
policy allowing for the 
partial surrender and con-
ditional cancellation of li-
censes granted under the 
Punjab Apartment and 
Property Regulation Act 
(PAPRA), 1995. This also 
applies to approvals given 
for industrial parks. The 
new policy, notified ear-
lier in March 2025, per-
mits partial withdrawal 
of licensed land subject 
to specific conditions. It 
also provides for the sus-
pension or cancellation of 
project licenses if they fail 

to comply with the terms.
This move is aimed at 

clearing the backlog of 
non-compliant or stalled 
development projects that 
continue to occupy land 
without making a meaning-
ful contribution to urban 
growth.

2. incEntiVEs 
For lumP sum 
PaymEnts
To improve revenue gen-
eration and reduce pay-
ment defaults, the Cabi-
net approved an incentive 
scheme for plot allottees. 

Those who make a lump 
sum payment of 75% of the 
plot cost will be eligible 
for a 15% discount. This 
incentive applies to resi-
dential, commercial, and 
other properties allotted 
by the government.

The decision is expected 
to ease the financial bur-
den on honest buyers while 
improving cash flow for 
government development 
agencies.

3. rEVision oF 
charGEs For 
PromotErs
The Cabinet also approved 
a revision in real estate de-
velopment charges:

External Development 
Charges (EDC)

Change of Land Use 
(CLU) Charges

licEnsE FEEs (lF)
These charges were last re-
vised in May 2016, with an 
annual increment clause 
of 10% from April 1 each 
year. However, the annual 
increase was waived in pre-
vious years. With the latest 
decision, the revised rates 
have been implemented 
from April 1, 2020, reflect-
ing a cumulative increase of 
around 77%.

Going forward, the charg-
es will increase by 10% an-
nually from April 1, 2026. 
The move aims to ensure 
that real estate promoters 
contribute adequately to the 
development of infrastruc-
ture and civic services.

End oF illEGal 
colonisation?
By integrating these mul-
tiple policy moves with the 
new Land Pooling Scheme, 
the Punjab government is 
aiming for a comprehen-
sive approach to reform ur-
ban land management. The 
policy targets unregulated 
colonies that have mush-
roomed without proper 
roads, drainage, or power 
infrastructure.

A government spokesper-
son stated that a strict ban 
will be enforced on illegal 
colonies and unauthorised 
development. This will be 
accompanied by greater 
surveillance and coordina-
tion among local bodies and 
the state urban develop-
ment department.

FarmEr-cEntric, 
yEt structurally 
BalancEd
While the scheme is struc-
tured to favour the land-
owners, the policy also 
ensures that the resulting 

urban spaces are not just 
profitable but also livable. 
By mandating complete in-
frastructure development 
before handing over plots 
to landowners, the govern-
ment intends to avoid the 
emergence of poorly con-
nected, half-developed resi-
dential areas.

Moreover, since the re-
turned land comes with 
clear titles and basic servic-
es, the landowners stand to 
gain significantly whether 
they choose to live, rent, or 
sell.

Cabinet Minister Arora 
further stated that while 
the policy presents a viable 
model for participatory ur-
ban expansion, its success 
will depend on transparent 
implementation and timely 
completion of infrastruc-
ture development. Past at-
tempts at similar schemes 
in other states have faltered 
due to delays, bureaucratic 
hurdles, and litigation.

Punjab’s decision to 
make this a fully voluntary 
scheme with upfront writ-
ten consent mechanisms 
marks a crucial shift from 
the often-criticised model of 
forced acquisition. The real 
test, however, will be in ex-
ecution—ensuring that the 
benefits promised on paper 
reach the landowners with-
out administrative delays or 
procedural ambiguity.

As urbanisation contin-
ues to expand, policies like 
this could define how states 
balance growth with so-
cial equity. If implemented 
efficiently, Punjab’s land 
pooling policy may well of-
fer a replicable framework 
for other states seeking 
to manage urban growth 
while safeguarding farmer 
interests.

Taruni Gandhi
Chandigarh 

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann chairs Cabinet meeting

Cabinet meeting held at CM Bhagwant Mann residence.

Cabinet Minister of renewable Energy aman arora giving details on Cabinet-approved Land 
Pooling Policy

Until the final plots are ready and 
handed over, the landowners will 

receive annual compensation 
of Rs 30,000 per acre, for a 

maximum of three years.
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Two Indian-origin men were 
among nine persons charged 
in Singapore on Monday for 
allegedly acting as money 
mules, enabling scam syn-
dicates to use their bank ac-
counts.

Yuvan Thirumaran, 24, 
and Amarjit Singh Jugin-
dar Singh, 50, were among 

six men and three women 
charged with scam-related 
offences, facing between 

one and 19 counts each, The 
Straits Times newspaper re-
ported.

The nine persons are ac-
cused of selling their bank 
accounts to enable criminal 
syndicates to launder money.

Their offences include 
abetment of cheating, assist-
ing another to retain benefits 
from criminal conduct, and 
various contraventions of the 

Computer Misuse Act.
Forty-one persons are ex-

pected to be charged this 
week over allegedly acting as 
money mules or allowing re-
lated activities in a variety of 
scams, including government 
official impersonation scams, 
rental scams, job scams, fake 
friend call scams and e-com-
merce scams, according to 
the report. Those convicted 

of assisting another person 
to retain the benefits from 
criminal conduct or cheating 
can be jailed for up to three 
years, fined, or both.

Scam victims in Singapore 
lost SGD 1.1 billion in 2024, 
about 70 per cent more than 
the SGD 651.8 million lost in 
2023, marking record-high 
amounts of losses suffered in 
a single year.
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More than a million Mus-
lim pilgrims poured into 
the holy city of Mecca ahead 
of the annual hajj, with au-
thorities vowing to hold a 
safer pilgrimage amid sear-
ing desert heat and a mas-
sive crackdown on illegal 
visitors.

Officials have beefed up 
heat mitigation measures 

hoping to avoid a repeat of 
last year’s hajj, which saw 
1,301 pilgrims die as temper-
atures reached 51.8 degrees 
Celsius (125.2 Fahrenheit).

Temperatures were fore-
cast to exceed 40 degrees 
Celsius this week as one of 
the world’s largest annual 
religious gatherings starts 
on Wednesday.

The hajj, one of the five pil-
lars of Islam, must be per-

formed at least once by all 
Muslims with the means.

As of Friday, more than 
1.3 million pilgrims had ar-
rived in Saudi Arabia for the 
multi-day pilgrimage, ac-
cording to officials.

This year, authorities have 
mobilised more than 40 
government agencies and 
250,000 officials, doubling 
their efforts against heat-
related illness following the 

lethal heatwave of 2024.
Shaded areas have been 

expanded by 50,000 square 
metres (12 acres), thou-
sands more medics will be 
on standby, and more than 
400 cooling units will be 
deployed, Saudi Arabia’s hajj 
minister Tawfiq al-Rabiah 
told AFP last week.

On Monday, with temper-
atures topping 40 degrees 
Celsius, the health ministry 

said 44 cases of heatstroke 
had already been treated.

The latest artificial intel-
ligence technology will also 
help monitor the flood of 
data and footage, including 
video from a new fleet of 
drones, from across Mecca 
to better manage the mam-
moth crowds.

Despite the punishing heat, 
pilgrims were overjoyed as 
they arrived in Mecca.

“This is really a blessing 
from Allah,” Abdul Majid 
Ati, a Filipino lawyer and 
Sharia counsellor, told AFP 
near the Grand Mosque.

“We feel so peaceful and 
safe in this place.”

Abdulhamid, from Nigeria, 
said he was “very happy” to 
be performing his second 
pilgrimage in a row at just 
27 years old.But the young 
man said he never walks out 

without his sunglasses, de-
scribing the temperatures 
in Mecca as “very, very, very 
hot”.The rites in the holy city 
and its surroundings, which 
follow a lunar calendar, fall 
again this year during the 
hot month of June.

Last year, most of the 
deaths were among unreg-
istered pilgrims who lacked 
access to air-conditioned 
tents and buses. “They were 

caught by surprise because 
the intensity of the heat was 
so high that their adaptation 
measures failed,” said Fahad 
Saeed of Climate Analytics, 
a think tank based in Ger-
many. In the run-up to this 
year’s hajj, Saudi authori-
ties launched a widespread 
crackdown on unregistered 
worshippers, using frequent 
raids, drone surveillance 
and a barrage of text alerts.

Iran is poised to reject a US 
proposal to end a decades-
long nuclear dispute, an 
Iranian diplomat said on 
Monday, slamming it as a 
“non-starter” that fails to 
address Tehran’s interests 
and leaves Washington’s 
stance on uranium enrich-
ment unchanged.

“Iran is drafting a negative 
response to the U.S. propos-
al, which could be interpret-
ed as a rejection of the U.S. 
offer,” the senior diplomat, 
who is close to Iran’s nego-
tiating team, told Reuters.

The U.S. proposal for a 
new nuclear deal was pre-
sented to Iran on Saturday 
by Oman’s Foreign Minister 
Sayyid Badr Albusaidi, who 
was on a short visit to Teh-
ran and has been mediating 
nuclear talks between Teh-
ran and Washington.

But after five rounds of 
talks between Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas Araq-
chi and President Donald 
Trump’s Middle East envoy 
Steve Witkoff to resolve the 
nuclear standoff, many is-
sues remain unresolved.

Among clashing red lines 
is Iran’s rejection of a U.S. 
demand that Tehran com-
mit to scrapping uranium 
enrichment, viewed as a 
potential pathway to de-
veloping nuclear bombs.
Tehran says it wants to 
master nuclear technology 

for peaceful purposes and 
has long denied accusa-
tions by Western powers 
that it is seeking to develop 
nuclear weapons. “In this 
proposal, the U.S. stance on 
enrichment on Iranian soil 
remains unchanged, and 
there is no clear explana-
tion regarding the lifting 
of sanctions,” said the dip-

lomat, who declined to be 
identified due to the sensi-
tivity of the matter. Tehran 
demands the immediate 
removal of all U.S.-imposed 
curbs that impair its oil-
based economy. 

But for the U.S., the re-
moval of nuclear-related 
sanctions should be done 
in phases.

After six hours of emergen-
cy martial law, hundreds of 
days of protests, violence at a 
Seoul court and the eventual 
impeachment of President 
Yoon Suk-yeol, South Ko-
rea is now hours away from 
choosing a new leader in the 
hope of restoring stability to 
an unsettled nation.

From 6am to 8pm on Tues-
day (21:00 to 11:00 GMT), 
South Koreans will vote for 
one of five presidential candi-
dates in a race led largely by 
the opposition Democratic 
Party’s Lee Jae-myung. He 
is followed in the polls by the 
governing People Power Par-

ty candidate Kim Moon-soo.
The election – involving 

44.39 million eligible vot-
ers – is expected to see either 
of these two top contenders 
replace Yoon. The expelled 
former president last week 
attended his fifth court hear-
ing where he faces charges 
of leading an insurrection 
and abusing power due to 
his failed imposition of mar-
tial law on December 3.If 

convicted, Yoon could face 
a maximum penalty of life 
in prison or even the death 
sentence.

Participation in the election 
is predicted to be at an all-
time high amid the political 
turmoil resulting from the 
brief imposition of military 
rule, which still resonates 
in every corner of society 
and has sharply divided the 
country along political lines. 

Iran poised to dismiss US nuclear 
proposal, says country’s diplomat 

South Korea presidential hopefuls 
make final pitch for today’s poll

An Israeli strike on Gaza 
kills 14 Palestinians

China claims US breached recent Geneva trade truce by imposing 
AI chip export controls guidelines, stopping sale of chip software
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2 Indian-origin men among 9 charged in 
Singapore for aiding scam syndicates

Over a million Haj pilgrims gather in Mecca under scorching desert sun

China on Monday hit 
back at the US, ac-
cusing it of seriously 

violating their recent Geneva 
trade truce by introducing 
multiple restrictive measures 
like AI chip export control 
guidelines, stopping the sale 
of chip design software to 
China and revoking visas for 
Chinese students.

The US has seriously un-
dermined the consensus 
reached during the China-US 
economic and trade talks in 
Geneva by successively in-
troducing multiple discrimi-
natory restrictive measures 
against China, a spokes-
person for the Commerce 
Ministry said in a statement, 
refuting President Don-
ald Trump’s allegation that 
China had “totally violated 
agreement with us”.

The US measures included 
issuing guidance on AI chip 
export controls, halting sales 
of chip design software to 
China, and announcing the 
revocation of visas for Chi-
nese students, the spokes-
person said.

It is significant that China 
has clubbed the student visas 
with that of trade and tariff-
related issues.

About 2.7 lakh Chinese 
students, the second largest 

after India, studying in the 
US scrambled to work out 
their plans after US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio 
announced on May 29 that 
America would begin revok-
ing the visas of some Chinese 
students, including those 
studying in “critical fields” 
and “those with connections 
to the Chinese Communist 
Party.”

These actions severely vio-
lated the consensus reached 
during a phone call between 
the two heads of state on 
Jan. 17 and gravely harmed 
China’s legitimate rights and 
interests, the statement said.

The US has unilaterally 
and repeatedly provoked 
new economic and trade 
frictions, exacerbating un-
certainty and instability in 
bilateral economic and trade 
relations, the spokesperson 
said.

Both the US and China 
agreed to lower tit-for-tat 

tariffs after talks last month 
in Geneva. The truce is due to 
last 90 days to provide time 
for the top two economies to 
reach a broader substantive 
agreement to end their tariff 
war.

Trump imposed 145 per 
cent of tariffs against the Chi-
nese exports of about USD 
439.9 billion and China re-
taliated with 125 per cent on 
American exports of about 
USD 143 billion.

China also put restrictions 
on the exports of rare-earth 
minerals which are all criti-
cal materials for defence, 
new energy batteries, semi-
conductors and advanced 
manufacturing and Beijing 
has not lifted the curbs.

Under the Geneva agree-
ment, the US lowered tariffs 
imposed on goods from Chi-
na from 145 per cent to 30 per 
cent while China dropped its 
retaliatory tariffs from 125 
per cent to 10 per cent.

China hits backs at US, 
says Washington seriously 
undermined tariff truce

Beijing, China on Monday 
hit back at the US, accusing 
it of seriously violating their 
recent Geneva trade truce by 
introducing multiple restric-
tive measures like AI chip 
export control guidelines, 
stopping the sale of chip de-
sign software to China and 
revoking visas for Chinese 
students.

The US has seriously un-
dermined the consensus 
reached during the China-US 
economic and trade talks in 
Geneva by successively in-
troducing multiple discrimi-
natory restrictive measures 
against China, a spokes-
person for the Commerce 
Ministry said in a statement, 
refuting President Don-
ald Trump’s allegation that 
China had “totally violated 
agreement with us”.

The US measures included 
issuing guidance on AI chip 
export controls, halting sales 
of chip design software to 
China, and announcing the 
revocation of visas for Chi-
nese students, the spokes-
person said.

It is significant that China 
has clubbed the student visas 
with that of trade and tariff-
related issues.

About 2.7 lakh Chinese 
students, the second largest 

after India, studying in the 
US scrambled to work out 
their plans after US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio 
announced on May 29 that 
America would begin revok-
ing the visas of some Chinese 
students, including those 
studying in “critical fields” 
and “those with connections 
to the Chinese Communist 
Party.”

These actions severely vio-
lated the consensus reached 
during a phone call between 
the two heads of state on 
Jan. 17 and gravely harmed 
China’s legitimate rights and 
interests, the statement said.

The US has unilaterally 
and repeatedly provoked 
new economic and trade 
frictions, exacerbating un-
certainty and instability in 
bilateral economic and trade 
relations, the spokesperson 
said.

Both the US and China 
agreed to lower tit-for-tat 
tariffs after talks last month 
in Geneva. The truce is due to 
last 90 days to provide time 
for the top two economies to 
reach a broader substantive 
agreement to end their tariff 
war.Trump imposed 145 per 
cent of tariffs against the Chi-
nese exports of about USD 
439.9 billion and China re-
taliated with 125 per cent on 
American exports of about 
USD 143 billion.

US SerioUSly Undermining tariff 
trUce, china hitS back at US moveS
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Pakistan sends 
delegations to US, Russia 
post clash with India

Dubai:  Iran’s foreign ministry said on Monday it would 
have to see if there are changes in the U.S. position on 
sanctions, as the two countries negotiate a deal to resolve 
a decades-long dispute over Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

“I regret to inform you that the American side has not 
yet been willing to clarify this issue,” ministry spokesper-
son Esmaeil Baghaei said in a weekly press conference in 
Tehran. “It must be clear to us how the oppressive sanc-
tions against the Iranian people will be lifted, to ensure 
that past experiences are not repeated”, he added.

Oman’s Foreign Minister Sayyid Badr Albusaidi, who 
has been mediating between Iran and the Trump ad-
ministration, presented elements of a U.S. proposal for 
a nuclear deal between Tehran and Washington during a 
short visit to Tehran on Saturday. Iranian and U.S. delega-
tions wrapped up a fifth round of talks in Rome last month 
and, while signs of some limited progress emerged, there 
are many points of disagreement that are hard to breach, 
notably the issue of Iran’s uranium enrichment.

A high-level Pakistani del-
egation, comprising three 
former foreign ministers, is 
travelling to the US as part 
of Islamabad’s global diplo-
matic push to seek support 
following its recent conflict 
with India.

The Pakistani team will be 
in the US around the same 
time an Indian parliamen-
tary delegation led by Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor 
is visiting the US to high-
light India’s policy of zero-
tolerance to terrorism and 
expose Pakistan’s support 
to terrorist groups.

On Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif ’s directive, a 
high-level multi-party del-
egation will visit New York, 
Washington DC, London 

and Brussels from June 2,” 
the Foreign Office (FO) said 
on Monday.

The nine-member delega-
tion is led by the Pakistan 
People’s Party Chairman 
and former Foreign Minis-
ter Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

The move comes after In-
dia sent seven multi-party 
delegations to 33 global capi-
tals as part of its diplomatic 
outreach following the ter-
rorist attack in Pahalgam 
that claimed 26 lives.
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An Israeli strike on a resi-
dential building in the Gaza 
Strip on Monday killed 14 
people, mostly women and 
children, according to health 
officials.

The Shifa and al-Ahli 
hospitals confirmed the toll 
from the strike in the built-
up Jabaliya refugee camp in 
northern Gaza, saying five 
women and seven children 
were among those killed.

The Israeli military did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment. Israel 
says it only targets militants 
and tries to avoid harming 
civilians. It blames civilian 
deaths on Hamas because 
the militant group is en-
trenched in populated areas.
The Israel-Hamas war began 
when Palestinian militants 
stormed into Israel on Oct. 
7, 2023, killing some 1,200 
people, mostly civilians, and 
abducting 251. Hamas is still 
holding 58 hostages, around 

a third of them believed to be 
alive, after most of the rest 
were released in ceasefire 
agreements or other deals.

Israel’s military campaign 
has killed over 54,000 Pales-
tinians, mostly women and 
children, according to Gaza’s 
Health Ministry, which does 
not say how many of the 
dead were civilians or com-
batants.

 The offensive has de-
stroyed vast areas of Gaza 
and displaced around 90% 
of the population. Hamas 
has said it will only release 
the remaining hostages in 

return for more Palestinian 
prisoners, a lasting ceasefire 
and an Israeli pullout.

Israel has vowed to con-
tinue the war until all the 
hostages are returned, and 
Hamas is defeated or dis-
armed and sent into exile. It 
has said it will maintain con-
trol of Gaza indefinitely and 
facilitate what it refers to as 
the voluntary emigration of 
much of its population.

Palestinians and most of 
the international communi-
ty have rejected the resettle-
ment plans, viewing them as 
forcible expulsion.
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Muslims perform morning prayers in the Grand Mosque during the annual Hajj 
pilgrimage, Mecca, saudi Arabia. Agencies

Iran: US hasn’t given clarity on 
sanctions relief in nuclear talks



Priyanka Chopra poses for her social media. (Instagram)

Picture Perfect

Ananya joins 'tu Meri Main tera, Main tera tu Meri'

Actor Ananya Panday is 
the female lead of the up-
coming Kartik Aaryan-
starrer "Tu Meri Main 
Tera, Main Tera Tu Meri", 
the makers announced on 
Monday.

Directed by Sameer Vid-
wans, the film is produced 
by Karan Johar's Dharma 
Productions. It is slated to 
release in theatres on Feb-
ruary 13, 2026.

Johar shared the news 
on his Instagram handle. 
He uploaded a post featur-
ing both actors..

"Signed, sealed and de-
livering hamaare Ray ki 
Rumi. #TuMeriMainTer-

aMainTeraTuMeri - in 
cinemas next Valentine's: 
13th Feb,, 2026," read the 
caption.

"Tu Meri Main Tera, 

Main Tera Tu Meri" re-
unites Aaryan and Pan-
day, who have previously 
worked in "Pati Patni Aur 
Woh".

Released in 2019, the 
romantic comedy also 
featured Bhumi Pednekar 
and was directed by Mu-
dassar Aziz.
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"Umrao Jaan", the cult clas-
sic 1981 film starring Rekha 
in the lead role, is set to re-
release across PVR INOX 
theatres in a restored 4K 
version on June 27.

Rekha essayed the role of 
Amiran, a courtesan-poet-
ess in the film, which was di-
rected by Muzaffar Ali. The 
period musical drama also 
earned the actor a National 
Award for 'Best Actress' in 
1982.

The film has been restored 
by NFDC-NFAI. It will be 
screened as a part of PVR 
INOX's Timeless Classics 
initiative, which curates 
landmark films that have 
shaped Indian cinema’s ar-
tistic legacy, according to a 
press release

"Umrao Jaan' is not just 
a film I acted in, she lives 
within me, breathes through 

me, even now," she said in a 
statement.

"At the time, none of us 
could have imagined the 
timelessness of the film, 
the way it would gently 
etch itself into the soul of 
Indian cinema. To see it 
return to the big screen is 
like watching an old love 
letter being opened by a 

new generation. My heart 
is full," she added.

Ali said he is "thrilled" 
about the film re-releasing 
in theatres again.

"'Umrao Jaan' was not 
just a film, it was a journey 
into the soul of a lost cul-
ture, a forgotten tehzeeb. 
Through her pain, poetry, 
and grace, we tried to res-

urrect the elegance of an 
era where love and longing 
spoke in verse.

"I had actors who brought 
a lot of heft to their char-
acters, and then there was 
Rekha, who lived Umrao 
Jaan and truly immortalised 
it. I am thrilled that the film 
is back on the big screen for 
a whole new generation to 
discover a time and culture 
that is very much a part of 
our being," he said.

"Umrao Jaan" revolved 
around Rekha's character, 
a young woman who gets 
kidnapped and sold into a 
brothel where she becomes 
a courtesan named Umrao 
Jaan. It is based on Mirza 
Hadi Ruswa's 1899 Urdu 
novel "Umrao Jaan Ada".

The film is also remem-
bered for its iconic songs 
such as "Dil Cheez Kya Hai, 
"In Aankhon Ki Masti", and 
"Justuju Jiski Thi".

rekhA-stArrer 'uMrAo JAAn' to re-releAse
TdG NETWORK
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BrAin PickinG

I do my own thing. And I believe what I do is the right 
thing," she stated, showcasing her confidence in her 
decisions.
— Kareena Kapoor Khan 
(Indian Actress)

Veteran actor and filmmak-
er Kamal Haasan marked 
director Mani Ratnam's 
birthday with an emotional 
message that celebrated 
their decades-long cinemat-
ic partnership.

The note, shared publicly, 
struck a deeply personal 
tone, reflecting on their jour-
ney from the iconic Nayakan 
to their much-anticipated 
upcoming film Thug Life.

"Happy Birthday, Mani 
Ratnam," Haasan wrote, 
adding, "From Nayakan to 
Thug Life, we've journeyed 
through time together -- 
as colleagues, family, co-
dreamers, and above all, as 
lifelong students of cinema," 
he wrote on X.

He went on to praise Rat-
nam not only for his creative 
brilliance but for being a 
guiding presence through-
out the years.

"Through every chapter, 
your presence has been a 
source of strength -- a mind 
I turn to in moments of 
doubt, and a soul deeply at-
tuned to the language of film 
like few others. May your 
stories keep unfolding, for 

with every frame, your vi-
sion brings depth, beauty, 
and meaning to cinema," 
he wrote, signing off with, 
"Forever your friend, Kamal 
Haasan."

Kamal Haasan and Mani 
Ratnam share one of the 
most revered collaborations 
in Indian cinema.

Their first and most cel-

ebrated partnership came 
in 1987 with Nayakan, a 
Tamil crime drama loosely 
inspired by the life of un-
derworld don Varadarajan 
Mudaliar.

The film not only became a 
critical and commercial suc-
cess but was also India's of-
ficial entry to the Academy 
Awards that year.

American TV actor Devin 
Harjes best known for his 
roles in 'Boardwalk Empire,' 
'Daredevil' and 'Gotham,' 
passed away at the age of 41 
years, reported People.

Harjes passed away on 
May 27, as confirmed by 
his obituary posted on his 
website.

As per People, the actor 
died after complications 
from cancer at Mount Sinai 
West Hospital in New York 
City. He was diagnosed with 
cancer last winter.

The actor played boxing 
legend Jack Dempsey across 
two episodes of 'Boardwalk 
Empire' Season 2.

He also had a nine-ep-
isode arch on the Netflix 
popular sci-fi drama 'Man-

ifest' where he played Pete 
Baylor, a member of a drug 
posse known as the Meth 
Heads.

In 'Daredevil,' the actor 
played Oscar, a Rikers Is-
land Nurse. Whereas in 'Go-
tham,' Harjes played a bank 
guard named Clyde.

His other TV credits in-
clude 'Blue Bloods,' 'Orange 
Is the New Black,' 'Elemen-
tary' and 'FBI.'

Kamal Haasan pens heartfelt 
birthday message to Mani Ratnam

'Manifest', 'Gotham' actor Devin Harjes passes away at 41

The film not only became a critical 
and commercial success but was 
also India's official entry to the 

Academy Awards that year.

Actor Ishaan Khatter stole 
the spotlight at the Miss 
World 2025 ceremony in 
Hyderabad. He delivered a 
power-packed performance 
that had the audience cheer-
ing. His moonwalk and en-
ergetic steps drew loud ap-
plause from the crowd.Soon 
after the event, several clips 
of Ishaan dancing surfaced 
online. Fans shared videos 
of him grooving to Bruno 
Mars’ Uptown Funk, BTS’ 
Mic Drop, and Zingaat from 
Dhadak. His stage presence 
and confidence stood out.

Social media users flooded 
the internet with praise. One 
fan wrote, “We couldn’t have 
this feeling sink in as it all 
seemed so unreal… Forever 

grateful to have a day like 
this in life.” Another added, 
“Crazyy Energyyy.”

Ishaan’s dance to BTS’ Mic 
Drop thrilled the K-pop fan-
base. One BTS Army mem-
ber wrote, “@ishaankhatter 
sir this was unexpected but 
thank you. PS: I know the 
choreo is changed but appre-
ciate the fact he tried it and 
IDK about anyone else but I 
got so excited seeing this.” 

Another user shared, “As a 
kpop fan… this is a crossover 
I never expected.” Someone 
even suggested, “Ngl he 
should definitely do a dance 
collab with BTS.” While 
Ishaan’s performance added 
sparkle to the event, the night 
also marked the crowning of 
Thailand’s Opal Suchata Ch-
uangsri as Miss World 2025. 
She had earlier won the Miss 
World Thailand 2025 title on 
April 22 and had also placed 
as third runner-up at Miss 
Universe 2024. Miss India 
Nandini Gupta could not 
reach the finals. However, 
the event remained a grand 
celebration of talent, culture, 
and purpose. The glamorous 
night was hosted by Miss 
World 2016 Stephanie del 
Valle and Indian presenter 
Sachiin Kumbhar. 

Ishaan Khatter lights up Miss World 2025 stage
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eiza Gonzalez calls timothée and kylie ‘cute’

Actress and singer Eiza Gon-
zalez shared her thoughts on 
ex, Timothee Chalamet's re-
lationship with Kylie Jenner.

She liked a photo of the 
couple on social media, and 
recently Gonzalez confirmed 
that she pressed "like" on the 
snapshot, which appeared 
to be of the pair at the 70th 
David Di Donatello Awards 
earlier this month, reported 
People.

"They look so cute togeth-
er," said Gonzalez, adding, 
"They look so in love and so 

cute, and I'm obsessed with 
them, and I love Timmy."

Gonzalez, previously 

linked to the 29-year-old 
Dune actor in 2020, said she 
considers him "the most tal-

ented, sweetest boy."
"And I'm so proud to see 

him thriving and doing great 
in his career," she added. 
"We're just good friends. I 
have nothing but amazing 
things to say about him."

Chalamet and Gonzalez 
were first spotted together 
on a getaway in Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico, in June 
2020. A source said the pair 
flew there with friends and 
"looked happy together," re-
ported People.

Another insider later 
shared that the two actors 
had been "talking on and 
off," and by October 2020, 

it was reported that the pair 
had parted ways.

As for Chalamet and Jen-
ner, 27, the couple was first 
romantically linked in April 
2023. They were later spot-
ted kissing at Beyonce's 
Renaissance World Tour in 
September of that year, ac-
cording to People.

The actor and the Kylie 
Cosmetics founder made 
their red carpet debut at the 
70th David Di Donatello 
Awards in May after attend-
ing several other events to-
gether in the months leading 
up to the ceremony, reported 
People.

Veteran actor and moti-
vational speaker Anupam 
Kher has announced his 
fourth book titled 'Different 
But No Less.'

Best known for his inspir-
ing journey both on and off 
screen, Kher took to his In-
stagram to share the news. 
The actor posted a video, 
calling the book "very spe-
cial." The book is based on 
his real-life experiences.

The actor, who has ear-
lier penned 'The Best Thing 
About You Is You,' 'Lessons 

Life Taught Me Unknow-
ingly,' and 'Your Best Day Is 
Today,' described Different 
But No Less as another self-
help and motivational book.

"My motivational books 
come from my own experi-
ences of life...What my life 
experiences teach me is 
what I put in a book," read 
a part of his caption.

The book shares the story 
behind his upcoming film 
Tanvi The Great, and how 
he faced several challenges 
while making it. "This book 
is not about storms..

Anupam Kher announces fourth 
book 'Different But No Less'
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Willpower and the treatment of any disease:  
The power of mind in healing

DeDicateD cancer 
treatment 
centre with Free 
consultations in 
Jaipur 

unmasking the appeal – a call to 
protect our Youth 

Tobacco use is one of 
the leading causes 
of preventable dis-

eases and deaths world-
wide. Despite widespread 
awareness of its harmful 
effects, millions continue 
to consume tobacco in vari-
ous forms, such as smoking 
cigarettes, cigars, pipes, or 
using smokeless tobacco 
products like chewing to-
bacco and snuff.
HealtH Risks of 
tobacco
The primary health haz-
ard of tobacco comes from 
the thousands of harmful 
chemicals released when 
tobacco is burned or con-
sumed. These chemicals 
include nicotine, tar, car-
bon monoxide, and many 
carcinogens that damage 
nearly every organ in the 
body.

Smoking tobacco  is 
strongly linked to respi-
ratory diseases such as 
chronic bronchitis, emphy-
sema, and chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease 
(COPD). 

It is also the leading 
cause of lung cancer, re-
sponsible for approxi-
mately 85% of cases 
worldwide. Beyond 
the lungs, tobacco 
use increases the 
risk of cancers of 
the mouth, throat, 
esophagus, pancre-
as, bladder, kidney, 
and cervix.

Cardiovascular 
diseases are another 
major consequence 
of tobacco use. Smok-
ing damages blood vessels, 
raises blood pressure, and 
increases the likelihood of 
heart attacks and strokes. 
It also negatively affects the 
immune system, making 
the body more vulnerable 
to infections.
effects on otHeRs
Secondhand smoke expo-
sure is equally dangerous, 
especially for children, 
pregnant women, and in-
dividuals with pre-existing 
health conditions. It can 
cause respiratory prob-
lems, sudden infant death 

syndrome (SIDS), and low 
birth weight in newborns.
addiction and so-
cial impact
Nicotine, the addictive com-
ponent of tobacco, makes 
quitting difficult, trapping 
users in a harmful cycle. 
Tobacco use also imposes 
a heavy financial burden 
on families and healthcare 
systems, particularly in 
low- and middle-income 
countries.

The ill effects of tobacco 
are far-reaching and se-

vere, affecting not only the 
users but also those around 
them. Combating tobacco 
use through awareness, 
regulation, and support for 
cessation is vital to improv-
ing public health and saving 
millions of lives.

very year on May 31st, 
the world unites to observe 
World No Tobacco Day, an 
initiative led by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
to raise awareness about the 
harmful effects of tobacco 
use. The theme for 2025, 

“Unmasking the Appeal,” is 
a powerful call to action—ex-
posing how the tobacco and 
nicotine industries manipu-
late young minds to become 
lifelong users of their deadly 
products.
tHe Hidden 
dangeRs beHind 
tHe flavoRs
One of the most insidious 
tactics used by the tobacco 
industry is the addition of 
appealing flavors—ranging 
from bubblegum to mango 
ice. These flavors mask the 
harshness of tobacco and 
nicotine, giving young peo-
ple a false sense of safety. The 
reality is stark: these are not 

harmless treats, but gate-
ways to addiction.
addictive by design
Modern nicotine products 
like e-cigarettes and vapes 
are deliberately engineered 
to be addictive. With sleek, 
tech-inspired designs and 
flavored pods, they attract 
teenagers and give the illu-
sion of being less harmful 
than traditional cigarettes. 
But the nicotine content in 
many of these products is 
dangerously high, leading 
to rapid addiction and long-
term health consequences.
tHe digital tRap
Marketing strategies have 
evolved to keep up with 
youth trends. The industry 

spends billions on targeted 
digital marketing, reaching 
young audiences on plat-
forms like Instagram, Tik-
Tok, and YouTube. Shock-
ingly, promotional tobacco 
content has garnered over 3.4 
billion views globally—most 
of them from impressionable 
teenagers.
a global HealtH 
emeRgency
The numbers are alarming. 
Over 37 million children 
aged 13–15 are using tobac-
co worldwide. There are 
more than 16,000 unique 
flavors of tobacco and nico-
tine products, specifically 
designed to attract new, 
young consumers. These 

are not coincidences—they 
are calculated moves by an 
industry that prioritizes 
profit over public health.
WHat can be done?
This year’s theme urges 
governments, communi-
ties, and families to take a 
stand:

Stronger regulations on 
flavored products and on-
line advertising.

Educational campaigns in 
schools and communities 
to raise awareness.

Support services to help 
young people quit tobacco 
and nicotine. Parental in-
volvement to monitor and 
guide children away from 
harmful influences.
a futuRe WitHout 
tobacco
“Unmasking the Appeal” 
is more than a theme—it is 
a mission to protect future 
generations from falling 
prey to addiction. By ex-
posing the industry’s de-
ceptive strategies, we can 
empower youth to make in-
formed decisions and build 
a healthier, tobacco-free 
future.

Let us all stand together 
this World No Tobacco Day 
to say NO to manipulation, 
NO to addiction, and YES 
to life.
The writer of the article is a re-
nowned Cancer Specialist.

Health is often described 
as a combination of physi-
cal, mental, and emotional 
well-being. While medical 
science provides the tools 
and techniques for diagnos-
ing and treating various dis-
eases, one element often un-
derestimated in the process 
of recovery is the power of 
will. Willpower—the men-
tal strength to persevere, 
stay positive, and actively 
participate in one’s healing 
journey—can significantly 
influence the outcome of 
treatment for any disease.
tHe mind-body 
connection
Medical research and psy-
chological studies have in-
creasingly confirmed the 
strong mind-body connec-
tion. Our thoughts, beliefs, 
and emotional states can 
influence physiological pro-
cesses. Stress, anxiety, and 
depression can weaken the 
immune system, while op-
timism, hope, and a strong 
will to live can enhance it.

For instance, cancer pa-
tients who maintain a 
positive outlook and strong 
determination to fight the 
disease often respond bet-
ter to treatments. Simi-
larly, people suffering from 
chronic conditions such 
as diabetes, heart disease, 
or autoimmune disorders 
manage their symptoms 
more effectively when they 
possess mental resilience 
and commitment to lifestyle 
changes.
WHat is 
WillpoWeR?
Willpower refers to the in-
ner strength or self-control 
that enables a person to 
overcome temptations, en-
dure hardships, and make 
consistent efforts toward 
a goal. In the context of ill-
ness, it manifests as:
• Adherence to treatment 
protocols
• Patience with recovery 

timelines
• Maintaining hope and 
faith in the process
• Avoiding harmful behav-
iors like smoking or poor 
diet
• Choosing health-promot-
ing habits despite difficul-
ties

Willpower is not just 
about motivation; it’s a 
sustained effort that comes 
from a deep desire to live 
and heal.
WillpoWeR in 
cHRonic disease 
management
Chronic diseases like diabe-
tes, hypertension, asthma, 
and arthritis require lifelong 
management. Medication 
alone is often not enough. 
Patients need to adopt spe-
cific diets, exercise routines, 
and stress management 
strategies. In such cases, 
willpower becomes the 
driving force behind con-
sistency and discipline.

A diabetic who resists the 
temptation of sugar-rich 
foods daily is exercising 
willpower. A person with 
heart disease who walks 
every morning despite joint 
pain is practicing mental 
resilience. These daily deci-
sions, powered by will, form 
the cornerstone of success-
ful chronic disease manage-
ment.
psycHological Re-
silience in teRmi-
nal illness
In cases of terminal illness, 
willpower may not “cure” 
the disease, but it can en-
hance quality of life and ex-
tend survival. Many stories 
from hospice care highlight 
patients who lived far be-
yond medical expectations 
due to their sheer will to wit-
ness a life event—a wedding, 
a birthday, or a reunion.

Studies in psycho-oncolo-
gy (the psychological study 
of cancer) show that emo-
tional well-being, support 
from loved ones, and inner 
strength can help cancer 
patients tolerate aggressive 

treatments better, recover 
faster from chemotherapy 
cycles, and sometimes even 
enter remission.
WillpoWeR and tHe 
placebo effect
The placebo effect is one of 
the most fascinating dem-
onstrations of how belief 
and willpower can influ-
ence health. When patients 
believe that a harmless pill 
is an effective drug, their 
symptoms often improve—
even without any active 
medication. This occurs 
due to the brain’s ability to 
trigger healing processes, 
reduce pain perception, 
and adjust hormone levels 
in response to belief and ex-
pectation.

This phenomenon sup-
ports the idea that what we 
believe affects how we heal. 
A strong will, reinforced 
by trust in doctors, faith 
in treatment, and hope for 
recovery, creates a mental 

environment conducive to 
healing.
cultivating 
WillpoWeR duRing 
illness
Building and sustaining 
willpower, especially during 
illness, is not easy. Physical 
pain, emotional exhaustion, 
and fear can deplete mental 
strength. However, certain 
practices can nurture and 
enhance willpower:

Setting Small, Achievable 
Goals: Instead of focusing 
only on full recovery, pa-
tients can aim for small vic-
tories—walking 10 steps, 
eating a healthy meal, or 
sleeping better. Each suc-
cess boosts confidence.

Mindfulness and Medita-
tion: These practices help 
in reducing stress, enhanc-
ing focus, and calming the 
mind. Even 10 minutes a 
day can recharge mental 
energy.

Support System: En-

couragement from family, 
friends, or support groups 
can strengthen resolve. 
Knowing that others care 
and believe in you can be a 
powerful motivator.

Positive Visualization: 
Imagining oneself healthy 
and active can create a 
subconscious goal that the 
body strives to achieve. 
Many athletes and patients 
use this technique during 
recovery.

Spirituality and Faith: 
For many people, faith in 
a higher power or belief 
in a greater purpose can 
provide immense strength 
during illness. It helps 
them find meaning, peace, 
and courage.
doctoRs and 
caRegiveRs: 
encouRaging 
tHe patient’s 
WillpoWeR
Healthcare professionals 
play a crucial role in moti-
vating patients. A doctor’s 
compassionate words, 
clear communication, 
and belief in the patient’s 
strength can have a pro-
found psychological effect. 
Caregivers, too, can help by 
being patient, emotionally 
supportive, and encourag-
ing independence where 
possible.

Simple words like “You’re 
doing great”, “You can beat 
this”, or “Let’s take it one 
step at a time” reinforce a 
patient’s willpower. Even 
in pediatric care, a child’s 
will to recover often reflects 
the emotional environment 

created by parents and doc-
tors.
WHen WillpoWeR 
isn’t enougH
It’s important to acknowl-
edge that willpower is not 
a cure-all. It is a powerful 
aid, but not a replacement 
for medical treatment. Ad-
ditionally, illnesses like de-
pression, schizophrenia, or 
bipolar disorder can impair 
willpower itself. In such 
cases, expecting patients to 
“just be strong” is neither 
fair nor effective. These 
individuals need clini-
cal support, therapy, and 
medication to regain men-
tal balance before they can 
engage their will effectively.
WillpoWeR as a 
Healing ally
Willpower is a silent, often 
invisible force that can sig-
nificantly affect the course 
of an illness. It enhances 
treatment outcomes, im-
proves compliance, sup-
ports emotional well-being, 
and instills hope. While 
medicine heals the body, 
willpower uplifts the soul, 
helping patients walk the 
difficult path of recovery 
with courage and determi-
nation.

In the words of American 
author Norman Cousins, 
“The will to live is not just a 
form of survival instinct—it 
is a powerful healing force.”

Harnessing willpower, 
supported by professional 
care and love, can make the 
difference between merely 
surviving and truly living—
even in the face of disease.

Santokba Durlabhji Memorial Hospital (SDMH) 
has launched the Durlabhji Institute of Cancer 
and Research Centre, a dedicated centre offering 
comprehensive treatment for all types of cancer. 
This state-of-the-art facility, equipped with mod-
ern technologies and a team of expert oncologists, 
marks a significant step in delivering integrated 
cancer care under one roof.

Yogendra Durlabhji, Secretary of the Santokba 
Durlabhji Trust, stated that the new centre aims to 
provide holistic treatment with advanced modali-
ties such as radiotherapy, brachytherapy, chemo-
therapy, hormonal therapy, targeted and immu-
notherapy, cancer surgeries, and PET CT scans. 
The centre is also empanelled under key health 
schemes including Medical Insurance (TPA), 
RGHS, and the Chief Minister Ayushman Arogya 
Yojana.

A team of renowned specialists including Dr. 
Sarika Lamba (Surgical Oncology), Dr. Neha 
Rawat (Medical Oncology), Dr. Dinesh Kumar 
Singh and Dr. Meenal Iyer (Radiation Oncology), 
and Dr. Mahendra Acharya (Nuclear Medicine) 
will supervise patient care.

To promote awareness and early detection, 
SDMH is offering free cancer consultations and 
second opinions from 2 June to 7 June (Monday 
to Saturday). Cancer screening services will also 
be available during this period. For appointments, 
patients can contact 9116050108.

Dr. TarachanD GupTa
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Former champions Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chi-
rag Shetty will look to keep 
their comeback story on 
track as they spearhead In-
dia’s challenge at the USD 
1,450,000 Indonesia Open 
Super 1000 badminton 
tournament, beginning here 
on Tuesday.

The former world No. 1 
pair, who returned to action 
after regaining fitness with 
a creditable semifinal finish 
at the Singapore Open last 
week, will be eager to go the 
distance this week and re-
claim the trophy they won 
in 2023.

Currently ranked 27th, 
Satwik and Chirag are ex-
pected to inch closer to the 
top 20 following their ex-
ploits in Singapore. They will 
open their campaign against 
the Indonesian duo of Leo 
Rolly Carnando and Bagas 

Maulana at Istora Senayan 
arena, the spiritual home of 
badminton.

The conditions at Istora suit 
the Indians and a win could 
set up a potential clash with 
their nemesis, Malaysia’s 
Aaron Chia and Soh Wooi 
Yik, who ended their run last 
week and enjoy a dominant 
record against the Indian 
duo.The two had missed last 
few weeks of action due to 
Satwik’s health issues and 
Chirag’s lingering back in-
jury, which took time to heal.

However, the star pair dis-
played their trademark bril-
liance last week when they 
outclassed the world No. 1 

Malaysian duo of Goh Sze 
Fei and Nur Izzuddin with a 
tactical masterclass en route 
to the semifinals.

Two-time Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu will also aim 
for a deep run following a 
string of underwhelming 
performances this year.

The 29-year-old suffered 
a hamstring injury during 
training in Guwahati in Feb-
ruary, which ruled her out 
of the Asia Team Champion-
ships. Since returning, she 
has lost matches to players 
such as Thuy Linh Nguyen, 
Putri Kusuma Wardani, and 
Kim Ga Eun to make early 
exit from tournaments.

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) Vice 
President Rajeev Shukla is 
likely to become the acting 
president of the board in 
July after the current presi-
dent Roger Binny, touches 
the age of 70 on July 19 this 
year, as per sources.

65-year-old Shukla will 
first get the acting president 
role for three months. With 
the Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) in September, 
the month he would turn 

66, he could stand for the 
post of full-time president 
in the elections, added the 
sources.

Roger was elected as the 
36th president of BCCI in 
October 2022, replacing 
ex-Indian skipper Sourav 
Ganguly, who completed 
his three-year tenure. 

Notably, Binny was the 
only candidate to have filed 
a nomination for the top 
post.During his presidency, 
India won two white-ball 
titles, the ICC T20 World 
Cup 2024 and the ICC 
Champions Trophy 2025. 

In the IPL 2025 final today 
at Ahmedabad’s Narendra 
Modi Stadium, two teams 
will face off that have never 
won this prestigious trophy 
before. Punjab Kings and 
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore (RCB) not only battle 
for their maiden IPL title 
but also promise cricket fans 
an exciting and high-octane 
contest. This season, Punjab 
Kings have been one of the 
best with a batting run rate 
of 10.14, the second highest 

overall, and an explosive 
death-over batting rate of 
13.31 runs per over — the 
fastest in the tournament. 
On the other hand, RCB 
boasts a net run rate of 0.42 
and a bowling economy of 
9.29, ranking them fourth 
in the tournament. RCB 
has reached the final three 
times before (2009, 2011, 
2016), but the trophy has al-
ways slipped through their 
fingers. Punjab Kings have 
only made it to the final once 
before, in 2014, when they 
lost to Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers. This time, both teams 

are set to claim the IPL 
crown for the first time.

Cricket Predicta pow-
ered by 1XBAT Expert 
Noel David Weighs In “No 
one has led three different 
franchises to the IPL final 
like Punjab Kings captain 
Shreyas Iyer,” said former 
Indian cricketer Noel Da-
vid. “He played finals with 
Delhi Capitals in 2020, Kol-
kata Knight Riders in 2024, 
and now with Punjab Kings 
in 2025. His leadership has 
been a key factor behind 
Punjab’s success this sea-
son.”

Elina Svitolina saved three 
match points and came back 
to eliminate 2024 runner-up 
Jasmine Paolini 4-6, 7-6 (6), 
6-1 on Sunday, earning her 
fifth French Open quarterfi-
nal appearance.

The 13th-seeded Svito-
lina, who is from Ukraine, 
is a three-time Grand Slam 
semifinalist — getting that far 
twice at Wimbledon and once 
at the U.S. Open — but is 0-4 
so far in the quarterfinals at 
Roland-Garros.

“Last few months have been 
really, really tough for the 
Ukrainian people, and last 
few weeks have been awful, 
as well,” Svitolina said. “It’s 
something that all Ukrainians 
live on a daily basis with — 
with the bad news. So when 
I’m on the court, I’m fully fo-
cused on my job, on my ten-
nis, and try to get these wins, 

try to keep Ukrainian flag fly-
ing for my country.

“That’s what motivates me 
to keep pushing, to keep win-
ning, to keep playing tennis, 
in general.”

She’ll try to go a step further 
Tuesday, when she will face 
three-time defending cham-
pion Iga Swiatek, who trailed 
by a set and a break before 
defeating 2022 Wimbledon 
champion Elina Rybakina 
1-6, 6-3, 7-5 at Court Philippe-
Chatrier.

The other quarterfinal on 
the top half of the women’s 
bracket will be No. 1 Aryna 
Sabalenka against No. 8 
Zheng Qinwen. 

Satwik-Chirag lead charge as Indian 
shuttlers eye glory in Indonesia

Rajeev Shukla likely to become 
BCCI acting president

IPL 2025: Punjab vs Bangalore — search 
for a vew champion begins today!

French Open: Elina 
Svitolina beats 2024 
runner-up Jasmine Paolini 
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World Champion 
Dommaraju 
Gukesh pulled 

off a stunning victory 
against former World No. 1 
Magnus Carlsen in Round 
6 of the ongoing Norway 
Chess 2025 tournament, 
turning the game around 
from a losing position on 
Sunday.

This marked Gukesh’s 
first-ever classical win over 
the Norwegian grandmas-
ter. The 19-year-old also 
became the second Indian 
player to beat Carlsen in 
the history of the compe-
tition after Rameshbabu 
Praggnanandhaa.

Carlsen had an upper 
hand over Gukesh for most 
of the time in the match, 
but in the end, he 
couldn’t control 
his nerves, and 
the teenager 
turned the ta-
bles around and 
went on to win 
the match.

With this win, D 
Gukesh jumped 
to third spot in the Norway Chess 

2025 points table with 8.5 
points, and now he is just 
one point behind Carlsen 
and American Fabiano Ca-
ruana.

Earlier on May 27, the 
marquee clash of Round 
One at Norway Chess 2025 
lived up to expectations as 
Magnus Carlsen launched 
a classic king hunt to defeat 
reigning World Champion 
D Gukesh in a thrilling en-
counter. This was their first 
classical match since Guke-
sh won the world title, and 
it also marked Carlsen’s re-
turn to individual classical 
chess after nearly a year.

Reacting to the upset 
victory, Gukesh’s coach, 
Grandmaster  Vishnu 

Prasanna, praised the teen-
ager’s resilience and fight-
ing spirit.

“We have to give a lot of 
credit to Gukesh for his 
stubbornness and for his 
resourcefulness because I 
think he was aware that he 
was dead lost for so long, 
yet he kept kicking, he kept 
kicking, and the time went 
lower, the more chances he 
had to actually do some-
thing with the position. I 
don’t think his intention 
was to win that, but yeah, 
I’m sure he is happy,” Vish-
nu Prasanna said.

The win has added fur-
ther excitement to the tour-
nament, with the race for 
the top spot tightening as it 
enters its final rounds.

carlsen’s frus-
tration on full 
displaY
The dramatic scene took 
place during the Norway 
Chess 2025 tournament. 
After making a late error 
that cost him the game, 
Carlsen reacted with frus-
tration. He struck the table, 
causing the chess pieces to 
scatter—a rare emotional 
display from the usually 
composed Norwegian. His 
reaction left fans and com-
mentators stunned. The 
clip of his outburst quickly 
spread across social media 
platforms, capturing wide-
spread attention.

a shocKing finish 
with sportsman-
ship intact
Carlsen had earlier defeat-
ed Gukesh in the opening 
round and seemed poised 
to do it again, which would 
have strengthened his lead 
with another three points. 

But after his costly mistake, 
he extended his hand in 
resignation. Gukesh, still in 
disbelief, shook it, stood up 
slowly, and walked away 
looking dazed. Despite the 
high emotions, Carlsen pat-
ted Gukesh on the back—a 
gesture that showed re-
spect and sportsmanship in 
the face of a dramatic loss

Chess fans and analysts 
have called it the “turn-
around of the year.” Guke-
sh turned the tide in a game 
that lasted over four hours 
and ended in 62 intense 
moves. He capitalized on 
Carlsen’s late slip to seal a 
stunning win. The young 
grandmaster’s emotional 
reaction—marked by quiet 
disbelief and wide-eyed 
awe—struck a chord with 
fans across the globe. Many 
praised not just his perfor-
mance but the deeply hu-
man response to a defining 
moment.
climbing the lead-

erboard after 
rough start
Gukesh’s victory was more 
than just a single-game 
win. It also marked a strong 
comeback in the tourna-
ment after a difficult begin-
ning. He had lost to Carlsen 
in the first round, leading 
many to question his form. 
But this victory has pushed 
him to third place in the 
standings with 8.5 points—
just one point behind lead-
ers Carlsen and Fabiano 
Caruana.

As Norway Chess 2025 
continues, Gukesh’s in-
credible win and his heart-
felt reaction may go down 
as one of the event’s most 
iconic moments. It was a 
night that reminded fans 
of the unpredictability of 
chess and the raw emotions 
that can follow a game-
changing victory.

Earlier on May 27, the 
marquee clash of Round 
One at Norway Chess 2025 

lived up to expectations as 
Carlsen launched a classic 
king hunt to defeat reigning 
World Champion D Guke-
sh in a thrilling encounter. 
This was their first classical 
match since Gukesh won 
the world title, and it also 
marked Carlsen’s return to 
individual classical chess 
after nearly a year. Reacting 
to the upset victory, Guke-
sh’s coach, Grandmaster 
Vishnu Prasanna, praised 
the teenager’s resilience 
and fighting spirit.”We 
have to give a lot of credit 
to Gukesh for his stubborn-
ness and his resourceful-
ness because I think he was 
aware that he was dead 
lost for so long, yet he kept 
kicking, he kept kicking, 
and the time went lower, 
the more chances he had to 
actually do something with 
the position. I do not think 
he intended to win that, 
but I am sure he is happy,” 
Vishnu Prasanna said.

World Champion Gukesh stuns former no. 1 maGnus Carlsen 
agencies 
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Qualifier 2

 Punjab Kings’ co-owner Preity Zinta congratulates team opener Priyansh Arya on the 
team’s victory against Mumbai Indians in the Qualifier 2 match of the Indian Premier 

League, 2025, at Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad on Sunday. (ANI Photo)

  norWay Chess

Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweets this picture on his X account, congratulating World 
Champion D Gukesh victory against former World No. 1 Magnus Carlsen in Round 6 of Norway 
Chess, on Sunday. (ANI Photo)

In this image via Norway Chess, World Chess Champion D Gukesh and former world chess champion Magnus Carlsen during 
their match at Round 6 of Norway Chess 2025 tournament, in Stavanger, Norway.Earlier on May 27, the marquee clash 

of Round One at Norway Chess 2025 
lived up to expectations as Magnus 

Carlsen launched a classic king hunt 
to defeat reigning World Champion 
D Gukesh in a thrilling encounter. 

 PBKS dramatic comeback

n After 11 years without playoff qualification, PBKS has made a dramatic comeback

n Surya became the first-ever non-opener to score 700 runs in a single IPL season, achiev-
ing the feat with a boundary off Kyle Jamieson.

n Iyer smashed an unbeaten 87 off 41 balls, leading PBKS to their first IPL final since 2014.

n With this, Iyer becomes the first captain to take three different teams (DC, KKR, PBKS) 
to the IPL final.

n Chasing a steep 204-run target, PBKS sealed the win in 19 overs, thanks to Iyer’s calm 
leadership and clean hitting.

n Key partnerships: Iyer-Wadhera’s 84-run stand and Inglis’s explosive 38 off 21.

n A moment from the game went viral when Nita Ambani was seen visibly disappointed 
next to her son Akash Ambani after a massive six by Iyer.
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