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ARMY ON CHINA ROLE DURI

NDA CAMPUS APPROPRIATE

PLACE FOR BAJIRAQ’S
MEMORIAL: SHAH

INDIA WAS FIGHTING THREE ENEMIES, SAYS

M Pakwasused ‘livelab’ totest Chinese
weapon systems, Turkiye supplied military

hardware to Islamabad, says Deputy Chief
of Army Staff Lt General Rahul R Singh

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

hina used the four-
day India-Pakistan
conflict in May like

a “live lab” to test various
weapon systems and was
providing all possible sup-
port to Islamabad, in line
with its ancient military
strategy of killing the ad-
versary with a “borrowed
knife”, Deputy Chief of
Army Staff Lt Gen. Rahul R
Singh said on Friday.

The senior military offi-
cer said while Pakistan was
the “front face”, with China
extending all possible sup-
port to its all-weather ally,
Turkiye was also playing
a major role by supplying
military hardware to Is-

lamabad, adding that India
was actually dealing with at
least three adversaries dur-
ing the May 7-10 conflict.

In an address at a semi-
nar on “New Age Military
Technologies” organised by
industry chamber FICCI,

OPERATION

Lieutenant General Singh
suggested that China used
its satellites to monitor In-
dian military deployment
as the Pakistani military
was getting live inputs on
it during the DGMO (Di-
rector General of Military
Operations)-level phone

talks.

The Deputy Chief of
Army Staff highlighted
China’s ancient military
strategy of “36 stratagems”
and killing the adversary
with a “borrowed knife”
to buttress the point that
Beijing extended all pos-
sible support to Pakistan to
cause pain to India.

Lt Gen. Singh, who looks
after the Indian Army’s ca-
pability development and
sustenance vertical, said
Beijing’s support to Islam-
abad was not surprising as
81 per cent of the military
hardware used by the Paki-
stani armed forces are from
China.

“Pakistan was the front
face. We had China pro-
viding all possible support.

Shinde’s Jai Gujarat’ slogan kicks up
row, Fadnavis defends his deputy

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde’s
‘Jai Gujarat’ slogan at a Pune
event kicked up a row, with
the Congress seeking his
resignation by dubbing it as
“sycophancy and political
slavery” while Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis
defended his colleague.
NCP (SP) said Shinde has
betrayed the Marathi ‘ma-

noos’ (person).

“Jai Hind, Jai Maharashtra,
Jai Gujarat,” Shinde said at
the event, where Union min-

ister Amit Shah was present.
Shah addressed the gather-
ing in Gujarati language.

“Just because Shinde said
Jai Gujarat, it doesn’t mean
that Shinde loves Gujarat
more than Maharashtra,”
Fadnavis told reporters.

“Such a parochial thinking
doesn’t behove Marathi ma-
noos,” he added.

Fadnavis recalled that
when a statue of Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj was
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Haryana minister says those who
oppose Hindi are ‘anti-Hindustan’

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Haryana’s Energy Transport
and Labour Minister Anil
Vij has criticised the oppo-
sition to the Hindi language
in Maharashtra, calling such
resistance “anti-Hindustan”.

His remarks come amid a
growing controversy over
the imposition of Hindi in
the state and a recent inci-
dent involving the assault
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of a Hindi-speaking shop-
keeper in Mira Road for not
speaking Marathi.

Speaking to reporters in
Ambala, Vij said, “Those
who oppose Hindi are, in
fact, opposing Hindustan.”
He targeted leaders of Shiv
Sena and Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS),
accusing them of putting
regional identity above na-
tional unity. He urged them
to promote harmony instead
of linguistic division.

The Haryana minister said
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Pilgrims travel along the mountain path as they begin
their trek towards the cave shrine of Shri Amarnath Baba
from Baltal Base camp, in Ganderbal on Thursday. ani
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EU URGED TO DELAY Al
ACT ENFORCEMENT AMID
INDUSTRY CONCERNS

Armydeputy chief highlighted China’s ancient
military strategy of killing the adversary
with a “borrowed knife” to buttress the point
that Beijing extended support to Pakistan

This is no surprise because
if you look at statistics, in
the last five years, 81 per
cent of the military hard-
ware that Pakistan is get-
ting is all Chinese,” he said.

“He (China) would rather
use the neighbour (Paki-
stan) to cause pain (to In-
dia) than getting involved

in a mudslinging match on
the northern border,” Lt
Gen. Singh said.

He said Turkiye also
played an important role in
providing support to Paki-
stan.

“We saw numerous
drones coming and land-
ing in the face of war, dur-

NG OP SINDOO

ing the war, along with the
individuals who are there,”
Lt Gen. Singh said.

The military officer un-
derlined the need for India
to learn its lessons from the
conflict.

“The next important les-
son is the importance of
C4ISR (Command, Control,
Communications, Comput-
ers, Intelligence, Surveil-
lance and Reconnaissance)
and civil-military fusion.
There is a lot to be done as
far as this domain is con-
cerned,” he said.

“When the DGMO-level
talks were on, Pakistan ac-
tually was mentioning that
we know that your such
and such vector is primed
and ready for action, and
we would request you to
perhaps pull it back. So he
was getting live inputs from
China. That is one place we
really need to move fast and
take appropriate action,” Lt
Gen. Singh said.

The Deputy Chief of
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GUKESH QUTWITS CARLSEN,
LEADS “SUPER UNITED RAPID

AND BLITZ

DALAI LAMA SUCCESSION PLAN

India says does
not take position

on faith,

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI/BEIJING

India on Friday said it does
not take any position on
matters concerning faith
and religion, two days after
the Dalai Lama, the Tibetan
spiritual leader, unveiled a
plan for choosing his suc-
cessor that has been rejected
by China.

Ahead of his 90th birth-
day on Sunday, the 14th
Dalai Lama Tenzin Gyatso
had on Wednesday af-
firmed that the institu-
tion of the Dalai Lama will
continue and that only the
Gaden Phodrang Trust
will have the sole author-
ity to recognise his future
“reincarnation”, declaring
no one else can “interfere”
in his succession plan. The
Gaden Phodrang Trust
was founded by the current
Dalai Lama in 2015 to over-
see matters related to the

religion

600-year-old institution of
the Dalai Lama.

External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said the Indian gov-
ernment has always upheld
freedom of religion for allin
the country and will con-
tinue to do so.

“We have seen reports
relating to the statement
made by His Holiness the
Dalai Lama about the con-
tinuation of the Dalai Lama
institution,” he said.

“The government of India
does not take any position
or speak on matters con-
cerning beliefs and prac-
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Global community must stand united against terror: PM

The PM Modi

was addressing
Trinidad & Tobago
Parliament

AGENCIES
PORT OF SPAIN

Terming terrorism as the
enemy of humanity, Prime
Minister Narendra Modion
Friday said the global com-
munity must stand united to
deny it any shelter or space.

In his address to the Joint
Assembly of Parliament of
Trinidad & Tobago, Prime
Minister Modi also an-
nounced that the Caribbean

nation will be a priority na-
tion for India.

“Terrorism is the enemy
of humanity. This very Red

Flags of Iran, Palestine
raised in Muharram
procession in Srinagar

ASHIQ MIR
SRINAGAR

Flags of Iran, Palestine and
Hezbollah were raised by
mourners during a 8th Mu-
harram procession on Fri-
day in Srinagar. The event,
observed annually to com-
memorate the martyrdom
of Imam Hussain witnessed
thousands participating in
religious gatherings and
processions.

Several mourners car-
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ried the flags as a mark of
support to people in the
Muslim world, particu-
larly Palestinians facing
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House has itself witnessed
the wounds of terror and
the loss of innocent blood.
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Fruits of growth reaching
the ‘most needy’: PM Modi

AGENCIES
PORT OF SPAIN

India will soon be among the
top three economies of the
world, and its missions on
artificial intelligence, semi-
conductor and quantum
computing are becoming
the new engines of growth,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has said.

In an address at a gather-
ing of the Indian diaspora
on Thursday, PM Modi said
India is a land of opportuni-

ties today, and the fruits of
its growth and progress are
reaching the “most needy”.

“For New India, even the
sky is not the limit.”

Modi attended the event
hours after landing in
Trinidad and Tobago in the
second leg of his five-nation
tour. It is the first bilateral
visit by an Indian prime
minister to this Caribbean
island nation since 1999.

Trinidad and Tobago’s
Prime Minister Kamla
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ECI: 1.5 crore houses covered
under Bihar voter list revision

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission of
India on Friday claimed that
the first visit of the Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) to
nearly 1.5 crore households
in Bihar has been com-
pleted on Friday. It further
said that over 87 per cent of
enumeration forms, out of
the total of nearly 790 crore
electors who are enrolled as
on June 24, 2025, have been
distributed during the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
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Over 87 % of
enumeration forms,
out of the total of
790 croreelectors
distributed

exercise being conducted in
the state.

The Commission also stat-
ed that the remaining hous-
es could be locked, or of dead
electors, or of migrants or of
those who may be travelling.

“Since, the BLO shall be
visiting three times to the
houses of the electors dur-
ing the exercise, these fig-
ures are likely to increase
further,” it said.

It said partially filled forms
are also available for down-
load on the ECI portal as
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Chances of sudden death less among vaccinated people: Study

MANOHAR KESARI
NEW DELHI

A study undertaken by by
doctors of five different de-
partments of AIIMS in Delhi
has confirmed that the Co-
vid-19 vaccine is safe.
According to AIIMS studly,
no death has happened due
to Covid vaccine. Those who
have a history of the disease
in their family have died.
Among those who died sud-
denly, it was found that these

people used to smoke and
consume alcohol. Smokers
were found at number one.

The doctors said people
who take the vaccine are
safer than those who did
not take the vaccine. Dr.
Rajiv Narang, Professor of
Cardiology Department
at AIIMS, Delhi, said that
chances of sudden death are
less among those who have
taken the vaccine.

Dr Narang said the deaths
that are happening in the

youth due to sudden cardiac
arrest are of two types. One
isrhythmic problem and the
other is hypertrophy cardio
myopathy. Apart from this,
classical heart attacks are

happening due to blood clot.

Not only this, the reason
for each death can be dif-
ferent. After the Corona
period, social media has
become more active due to
which things are going viral
rapidly and people have also
become aware.

Dr. Sanjay Rai, a profiler
of community medicine
and principal investigator of
the Covid vaccine, said: “On
January 16, 2021, we started
making the Covid vaccine

Covishield and we used the
vaccine. So far 32 vaccines
have been approved. Vac-
cines were made using vari-
ous techniques. The fourth
dose is also being given at
many places. WHO has
talked about giving vaccine
to everyone. The side effect
of this vaccine is very less.”
Dr Karan Madan of the
Pulmonary Department
said in all the Covid vaccines
used it was not found any-
BP3
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NDA CAMPUS APP

ROPRIATE PLACE

FOR BAJIRAQ'S MEMORIAL: SHAH

Praises Marathas’ 100-year fight for Swarajled by Shivaji, Bajirao.

TDG NETWORK
PUNE

he National Defence
Academy (NDA)
campus in Pune the

most appropriate location
for Maratha empire warrior
Peshwa Bajirao’s memorial,
Union minister Amit Shah
said on Friday. NDA is the
most appropriate place for
his memorial as it is the
academy where military
leadership is being trained,
Shah said, while unveiling
Peshwa Bajirao’s equestrian
statue at the NDA campus.

“Had the battle for inde-
pendence started by Shivaji
Maharaj and taken forward
by the Peshwas for 100
years not been fought, In-
dia’s basic structure would
have ceased to exist,” Shah
said.

“In his life of 40 years,
Peshwa Bajirao wrote an
immortal history which no

other person could write,”
Shah said.

Some educational in-
stitutes located along the
route taken by Shah to the
venue of the event either an-
nounced a holiday, half day
or online classes to ensure
students are not affected
by road closure and traffic
diversions.

He also said India’s armed

forces and the leadership
are committed to defend
“Swaraj’ or sovereignty
of the country, and it was
demonstrated very well
during Operation Sindoor.
Speaking after the unveil-
ing of an equestrian statue
of Maratha statesman and
general Peshwa Bajirao I at
the National Defence Acad-
emy (NDA) here, the BJP

No comments on matters of
faith and religion: MEA

ADITYA WADHAWAN
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has clari-
fied that the Indian gov-
ernment does not speak on
matters pertaining to faith
and religion. The statement
released by MEA further
said that there exists free-
dom of religion in India
and it would remain so in
future too.

“We have seen reports
relating to the statement
made by ‘His Holiness the
Dalai Lama’ about the con-
tinuation of the Dalai Lama
institution.

Government of India does
not take any position or
speak on matters concern-
ing beliefs and practices of
faith and religion. Govern-
ment has always upheld
freedom of religion for allin
India and will continue to

do so,” said Randhir Jaisw-
al, spokesperson, MEA.

Dalai Lama on July 3,
2025, made a statement
that only the Gaden Pho-
drang Trust, the Office of
His Holiness, holds the
sole authority to recognise
his future reincarnation.
This statement by Dalai
Lama challenges the Chi-
nese claims to control the
succession of the Tibetan
spiritual leader.

“Now since the purpose
of a reincarnation is to
carry on the work of the

predecessor, the new Dalai

Lama will be born in a free
world so that the traditional
mission of the Dalai Lama
that is to be the voice for
universal compassion, the
spiritual leader of Tibetan
Buddhism, and the sym-
bol of Tibet embodying
the aspirations of Tibetan
people will continue,” said
Dalai Lama in his recently
released book, ‘Voice for
the Voiceless: Over Seven
Decades of Struggle with
China for My Land and My
People’.

leader also said whenever
he is plagued by negative
thoughts, he thinks of Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj and
Bajirao. The NDA was the
most appropriate place for
Bajirao’s memorial asitisan
institution where military
leadership is trained, Shah
said. “Whenever negative
thoughts come to my mind,
I usually think about “Bal’
(young) Shivaji and Peshwa
Bajirao, thinking that they
were able to establish a
*Swaraj’ (self-rule or sov-
ereign state) amid adverse
conditions,” he said.

The responsibility to de-
fend the Swaraj now lies
with 140 crore Indians,
Shah added.

“When it was time to
put up a fight to establish
a Swaraj, we did it. When
fighting will be required
to defend the Swaraj, our
forces and leadership will
definitely demonstrate it,

and Operation Sindoor was
its finest example,” he said.

The Narendra Modi-led
government has adopted
a ‘well thought out holistic
approach’ to improve the
health of the citizens of the
country, Union minister
Amit Shah said in Pune on
Friday. Special attention
has been given to every pro-
gramme touching health,
especially medical educa-
tion and research, Shah said
after performing the ground
breaking ceremony of Poo-
na Hospital and Research
Centre (PHRC) Health City
project.

In the past 11 years, the
Modi government has made
all the arrangements to im-
prove the health of the citi-
zens of the country, he said.

“In the previous govern-
ment, the health budget was
Rs 37000 croreand in 2025-
26, Modijiincreased it to Rs
1.37 1akh crore,” he said.

Sub Lt Poonia
becomes first woman
fighter pilot in Navy

BRYAN THOMAS
NEW DELHI

At an airbase humming with
anticipation, two young offi-
cers took a defining step in their
careers — and in the history
of Indian naval aviation. On
July 3rd, during the winging
ceremony of the Second Basic
Hawk Conversion Course at
INS Dega in Visakhapatnam,
Sub Lieutenant Aastha Poonia

Alongside her, Lieutenant
Atul Kumar Dhull was also
awarded the coveted Wings of
Gold. The honours were pre-
sented by Rear Admiral Janak
Bevli, Assistant Chief of Naval
Staff (Air), in a ceremony that
blended tradition with quiet
transformation.

Until now, women in the Na-
vy’s aviation arm had been fly-

ing helicopters and multi-role

etched her name in the record
books as the first woman to
be inducted into the fighter
stream of the Indian Navy.

Palwal CMO caught taking bribe; demanded
Rs 15 lakh, ACB selzes Rs4 lakh from home

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

In amajor crackdown on cor-
ruption in the health depart-
ment, the Gurugram unit of
the Haryana State Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) has arrested Dr
Jai Bhagwan, Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) of Palwal dis-
trict, for allegedly demanding
a bribe of Rs 15 lakh from the
owners of a private hospital.
Thearrest was made during
alate-night trap on Thursday,
after a complaint was filed by
one of the partners of Sunrise
Trauma Hospital, which has

Ch'garh FM calls for strict act

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A crucial meeting of the
Group of Ministers (GoM),
constituted to make GST
revenue collection more
transparent, tech-enabled,
and efficient across the
country, was held on Fri-
day in New Delhi. Chhattis-
garh’s Finance Minister O.P.
Choudhary participated as
a member and shared the
state’s experience, offering
significant suggestions such
as strict action against bogus
traders, the use of modern
technology in the registra-
tion process, and the curb-
ing of fake input tax credit

been operating in Palwal for
the last three months. The
ACB team caught the CMO
red-handed while accepting
an installment of Rs 11akh at
his government residence.
ACB sleuths, accompanied
by a duty magistrate and in-
dependent witnesses, con-

claims. The GoM is headed
by Goa Chief Minister Dr.
Pramod P. Sawant.

During the meeting,
Choudhary shared Chhat-
tisgarh’s policy interven-
tions and practical insights.
The primary objective of the
GoM meeting was to assess
the challenges in revenue col-
lection and explore compre-
hensive solutions.

Finance ministers from
various states discussed the
economic and other factors
affecting GST revenues in
their respective regions. On
this occasion, Choudhary
highlighted several initia-
tives undertaken by Chhat-
tisgarh in the fields of anti-

ducted search operations at
the CMO’s official residence
in Palwal, recovering an addi-
tional Rs 3 lakh in cash from
a cupboard, suspected to be
part of previously paid bribe
installments.

A case has been registered
under Section 7 of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act and
Section 308(2) of the Indian
Penal Code, 2023, at the State
Vigilance and Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau Police Station in
Faridabad.

According to the complaint
filed with the ACB Gurugram
unit, Dr Jai Bhagwan had al-

evasion and tax compliance.

He informed the group that
Chhattisgarh is extensively
using data analytics and Al-
based tools to prevent tax
evasion and facilitate genu-
ine taxpayers. These efforts
have significantly contrib-

legedly been pressuring the
hospital management—com-
prising partners Manohar,
Dheeraj, Subhash, and the
complainant—foraRs151akh
bribe, threatening to shut
down the trauma centre by
repeatedly highlighting “de-
ficiencies” in its operations
during inspections.

The complainant further
alleged that Rs 7 lakh had al-
ready been paid to the CMO,
with Rs 8 lakh more demand-
ed in one go citing that a por-
tion of the bribe was meant
to be passed on to senior of-
ficials.

uted to the state’s revenue
growth. The meeting also
included presentations on
advanced platforms such as
BIFA, GST Prime, and the E-
Way Bill portal. Choudhary
recommended the nation-
wide implementation of such
innovations, stating that it
would accelerate the iden-
tification and action against
bogus businesses.

The Finance Minister also
emphasized the need for a
centralized digital mecha-
nism to ensure transparency
in the registration process,
curb fake billing, and stop
fraudulent input tax credit
claims. He noted that such
measures would not only en-

aircraft — critical platforms,
no doubt, but outside the
high-speed, high-risk world of
fighter jets.

‘Terrorists followed their
Dharma, Armed forces
responded with Karma’

ARZU SETH
NEW DELHI

Standing before a gather-
ing in Hyderabad to mark
the 128th birth anniversary
of Alluri Sitarama Raju,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh delivered a pointed
and deeply symbolic mes-
sage.

Referring to the re-
cent Pahalgam terror at-
tack, Singh said the In-
dian Armed Forces had
responded not just with
force, but with moral clarity.

“Terrorists killed innocent
civilians in Pahalgam based
on their Dharma,” he said.
“Our forces, through Op-
eration Sindoor, destroyed
terrorist hideouts based on
their Karma.”

He added that the military
action was carried out with
restraint, carefully avoiding
civilian harm, and that un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the Armed Forces have both

the freedom and capacity to
act decisively against terror-
ism.

In linking the ethos of the
Armed Forces with that of
Alluri Sitarama Raju, Singh
mentioned the freedom
fighter as more than just a
historical figure.

“Alluri ji was not just a
revolutionary, he was a
movement,” the Defence
Minister said. “His fight
against injustice, despite
limited means, reflects the
same spirit of determina-
tion that guides our military
today.” Singh drew parallels

between Alluri’s principled
guerrilla resistance and the
patience shown by Indian
forces in Operation Sindoor
— both, he said, grounded in
purpose and restraint rather
than vengeance.

Turning to the govern-
ment’s wider efforts, Singh
underscored India’s re-
newed push for tribal em-
powerment, calling it a
natural extension of Alluri
ji's vision.

He cited initiatives like the
PM Tribal Development
Mission, Skill India, and the
Sickle Cell Anemia Elimina-
tion Campaign, describing
them not as charity, but as
long-overdue steps toward
dignity and inclusion.
“From being pushed to the
margins to becoming active
partners in India’s growth
story, our tribal communi-
ties reflect how far we've
come,” Singh said, closing
his speech with a call to hon-
our Alluri’s legacy through
unity and shared purpose.

Haryana Cong tug-of-war: Lobbying
intensifies ahead of key appointments

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

Amid tall claims of trans-
parency in organizational
appointments, the Hary-
ana Congress is reportedly
witnessing a fierce round of
internal lobbying and fac-
tional pressure as the party
prepares to announce new
district presidents and a
new Haryana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (HPCC)
chief after over a decade.
Despite assurances by se-
nior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi that the appoint-
ments would follow due
recommendations from the
Central Observers, a num-
ber of state leaders have
been camping in Delhi to
lobby for their loyalists. The
AllIndia Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) observers had
submitted panels from each
district—each including
six names balancing caste,
gender, and regional repre-

sentation—but the final list
remains under wraps.

Party sources revealed
that some senior Haryana
Congress leaders have ex-
pressed displeasure over
the selection process, alleg-
ing that they weren’t given
a fair hearing during panel
deliberations. They are now
seeking meetings with cen-
tral leadership to register
their objections, further de-
laying the much-anticipated
announcement.

The urgency to restruc-
ture the organization stems
from the Congress’s disap-
pointing performance in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
where it secured only 37
seats against the BJP’s 48.
Party insiders and analysts
attributed the loss to deep-
rooted factionalism, poor
grassroots engagement,
and neglect of local leader-
ship—factors now pushing
the party high command to
overhaul the state unit.

While the panels of six can-
didates for each district pres-
ident have reportedly been
finalized with due SC, OBC,
and women’s representation,
leaders from marginalized
communities are demand-
ing more. Haryana SC De-
partment chief Manoj Bagri,
in a media briefing, called for
greater inclusion of Sched-
uled Caste workers in the
party structure. Bagri also
met National SC Department
chief Rajendra Pal Gautam
and other senior leaders to
press for equitable repre-
sentation. “Our SC workers
must get their due place in
the organization,” Bagri said.
Also lobbying is intensify-
ing over the selection of the
next Haryana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee President.
Several OBC leaders are in
contention, with the party
keen on strengthening its
base among the politically
significant Other Backward
Classes.

Faridkot DSP held for taking bribe,
tries to bribe SP to 'suppress’ plaint

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

A Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) posted in
Faridkot district has been
arrested for corruption after
he allegedly took a bribe of
Rs1lakh from a complain-
ant and later tried to bribe
a subordinate of Senior
Superintendent of Police to
suppress a complaint filed
against him.

The officer, identified as
Rajan Pal, was serving as
DSP (Crime against Wom-
en) in Faridkot. He has been

ion on GST fraud

hance revenue but also build
trust among taxpayers.

Choudhary further high-
lighted that under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Shri
Vishnu Deo Sai, Chhattis-
garh has been conducting
regular reviews at the state
level and adopting data-
driven decision-making pro-
cesses, which have yielded
promising results. He added
that the Chhattisgarh model
could serve as a useful frame-
work for other states.

He concluded by saying
that all states must work to-
gether through collaborative
efforts to ensure stability and
growth in GST revenue col-
lection.

booked under the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act and
taken into custody. Officials
confirmed that departmen-
tal action has also been initi-
ated.

According to Senior Su-
perintendent of Police (SSP)
Dr Pragya Jain, the case be-
gan when a woman named
Kiranjit Kaur, a resident of
Pakka village, filed a com-
plaint saying the DSP had
demanded Rs 1 lakh from
her brother Karmtej Singh
to take action in a matrimo-
nial dispute case. Despite

paying the bribe, no action
was taken by the officer.

“When the family ap-
proached me, they said the
DSP had taken money but
did nothing in the case,”
said SSP Jain. “On Thurs-
day, the DSP came to my
office and tried to bribe my
staff member, ASI Jaswind-
er Singh, with another Rs
11akh to get the complaint
withdrawn. I was alerted
immediately, and we regis-
tered an FIR and arrested
him around 1am.”

ASI Jaswinder Singh, who

works as the reader in the
SSP’s office, is now the com-
plainant in the corruption
case. The FIR was filed at
Faridkot City Police Station
under the relevant sections
of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act.

“The Punjab government’s
message is clear: there will
be zero tolerance for corrup-
tion,” said SSP Jain.

Police said further in-
vestigation is underway to
determine if more people
were involved in the bribery
attempt.

Kangana faces backlash over
absence from dlsaster hit Mandi

VIPIN PARMAR
NEW DELHI

Bollywood actress and MP
from Mandi-Kullu in Hi-
machal Pradesh, Kangana
Ranaut, has been trolled on
social media. In fact, Kanga-
na posted a message on her
X Media account on July 2
expressing her condolences
over the disaster in Mandi
after a cloudburst. Kangana
is facing backlash.

More than 90% of social
media users who com-
mented on the MP’s post are
angry with Kangana. Most
have reacted sharply, advis-

ing Kangana to meet the
disaster-hit people, know
their condition, and stay
among the public.

One social media user
wrote, “Aaao Jhansi ki Rani
Aaao! Now Himachal as
well as the leaders here are

looking for you. No officer
will refuse you; you won’t
even have to walk in the
mud. Just give darshan,
even if you have tea at your
Manali cafe.”

Another user wrote:
“As an MP, you have to be
among the people. What
will happen by tweeting?”

A user named Abhishek
wrote, “Madam ji, you
remember very quickly.
Think trailers were more
important than people’s
lives. Well, there is nothing
to expect from you; what
does the rich care about the
life of a poor person?”
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76% believe there should be a uniform

rule for banning vehicles

Delhi’s air quality is under scrutiny as CAQM en-
forces a July 1 directive to ban and impound petrol
vehicles over 15 years old and diesel ones over 10.
Experts from CSE, IIT-Delhi, and DTU argue that

01.»>

What is your opinion on the ban of diesel ve-
hicles after 10 years and petrol vehicles after 15

years?

[l Thedecisionisright [l The decision is wrong
. The decision should be reconsidered

|:| Can’t say

vehicle age shouldn’t be the sole criterion. They
advocate strengthening emission standards and
the Pollution Under Control (PUC) system in-

stead.
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Should the decision be based not on the
age of the vehicle but on their fitness
(condition)?

Do you think there should be a uniform rule across the
country on banning vehicles?

. Yes, there should be a common rule across the country:

I No, the current rules are correct:

B can'tsay:
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Delhi-NCR, what will you do?
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Q4 . > If your old vehicle is banned in

[ Wiltsellitoutside [l Will challenge the decision in court

10.00%

[l Will buy electric vehicles
. Will take it to another state and get it registered
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Row over ‘Jai Gujarat’ slogan

CONTINUED FROM P1

unveiled at Chikodi in Kar-
nataka, former Union min-
ister Sharad Pawar had said
‘Jai Maharashtra, Jai Karna-
taka’.

“Does this mean that Sha-
rad Pawar loves Karnataka
more and Maharashtra
less?” Fadnavis asked.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
Congress chief Harshward-
han Sapkal sought Shinde’s
resignation for exhibiting

“political slavery” and be-
traying the state’s pride.

“Maharashtra is the land
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj, who stood for self-
respect and sovereignty. It
is a matter of shame that a
leader occupying the Dep-
uty Chief Minister’s chair
would chant ‘Jai Gujarat’
instead of ‘Jai Maharashtra’.
This is nothing but political
slavery,” Sapkal said in a
statement.

After breaking the original

Shiv Sena and being reward-
ed with the party’s name and
symbol by the powers in Gu-
jarat, Shinde has crossed all
limits to please his political
masters, he further claimed.
“His slogan of ‘Jai Gujarat’
is not just sycophancy; it is
an insult to every proud
Maharashtrian. Shinde’s
actions show how deeply en-
trenched Gujarat’s influence
has become in Maharashtra
politics under the current re-
gime,” Sapkal added.

Vaccines vis-a-vis sudden deaths

CONTINUED FROM P1

where that sudden death has
happened due to the vaccine.
The benefits of the Covid-19
vaccine are enormous.

Dr Sudhir Arava, Profes-
sor, Department of Pathol-
ogy, AIIMS, said most peo-
ple died due to lung damage.
Most of the deaths of young
people who died suddenly
have been due to heart dis-
ease.

“We also checked the
hearts of all the young peo-
ple who died suddenly. In

the one-year analysis report,
we have included about 300
people who died suddenly
and had taken the vaccine.
In this survey, it was found
that there was a problem in
the cardio vascular system.
Some had heart infection.
Most of the deaths were due
to coronary artery disease.
We did an examination of all
the body parts. There were
many cases in which every-
thing was fine but still death
occurred. Not only this, the
autopsy came negative in the
corona case. 50% had mo-

Anil Vij on Hindi use

CONTINUED FROM P1

that Hindi language is a key
in the country’s federal sys-
tem as it unites the entire
country. Those who oppose
Hindi are, in fact, opposing
the nation. Vijsaid that there
is no objection to promoting
one’s own language, but the
disrespect of Hindi will not
be tolerated.

The row intensified after
the Maharashtra govern-
ment recently withdrew its
proposed three-language
policy, which aimed to in-
troduce Hindi as a third lan-
guage in Marathi and Eng-
lish medium schools from
Classes 1 to 5. The decision
to withdraw the resolution,
made on June 29, followed
strong protests by opposi-

tion parties including Shiv
Sena (UBT) and MNS, led
by Uddhav Thackeray and
Raj Thackeray respectively.
The Language Advisory
Committee in Maharash-
tra had earlier opposed
the inclusion of any third
language, including Hindi,
in primary education. The
committee’s resolution fur-
ther escalated the debate,
with critics arguing that the
move marginalized Hindi-
speaking residents in the
state. Vij, known for his out-
spoken views, also accused
the Congress and Samajwadi
Party of politicizing the issue
for electoral gains. He criti-
cized their stance on the lan-
guage dispute, saying such
actions fuel unnecessary
discord in the country.

lecular mutation,” he said.

Dr Tulika Seth, Head of
Hematology Department,
said it is the nature of the
vaccine that can cause
blood clots. Thrombosis
i.e. blood clots also occur
among people. During the
time of Corona, due to the
high infection of its virus,
blood clotting was also very
high, in which normal medi-
cine did not work to thin the
blood. In such a situation,
people should still keep get-
ting tests related to it due to
genetic problems.

Stand united
against
terror: PM

CONTINUED FROM P1

We must stand united to
deny terrorism any shelter
or space,” he said.

The Prime Minister
thanked the people and the
government of the Caribbe-
an nation for standing with
India in its fight against ter-
rorism.

Modi said there are new
challenges and the old in-
stitutions are struggling to
deliver peace and progress.

“At the same time, the
Global South is rising. They
wish to see a new and fairer
world order,” PM Modi said,
pushing for long-pending
reforms of the United Na-
tions.

CONTINUED FROM P1

Persad-Bissessar, members
of her cabinet, lawmakers
and several other dignitar-
ies were among over 4,000
people who attended the
event.

In his remarks, Modi lav-
ished praise on the Indian
community in Trinidad and
Tobago, and said: “They left
their soil, but not their soul.”

“They left the Ganga and
Yamuna behind but carried
the Ramayan in their hearts.
They left their soil, but not
their soul. They were not
just migrants. They were
messengers of a timeless ci-
vilisation,” he said.

“Their contributions have
benefitted this country --
culturally, economically
and spiritually. Just look at
the impact that you have
all had on this beautiful na-
tion,” he added.

PM Modi said he brought
areplica of the Ram temple

and some water from the
river Sarayu in Ayodhya.

“You all know that ear-
lier this year, the world’s
largest spiritual gathering,
the Maha Kumbh, took
place. I have the honour to
carry water from the Maha
Kumbh also with me,” he
said.

“I request Kamla ji (prime
minister) to offer the holy
waters of the Sarayu River
and Maha Kumbh to the
Ganga Dhara here. May
these holy waters bless the
people of Trinidad and To-
bago,” he added.

PM Modi said India is ac-
tively working on creating a
comprehensive database of
the Girmitiya community.
The community comprised
indentured labourers sent
from British India to work
on plantations in South Af-
rica, Fiji, Mauritius and the
Caribbean islands.

In his address, the Prime
Minister also highlighted

the resilience of the Indian
economy and its upward
trajectory.

“India is the fastest-grow-
ing major economy in the
world. Soon, we will be
among the top three econo-
mies of the world. The fruits
of India’s growth and prog-
ress are reaching the most
needy,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
India has shown that pov-
erty can be defeated by em-
powering the poor and that
crores of people, for the first
time, have developed the
confidence that the country
can be freed from poverty.

He said India’s growth is
being powered by its “inno-
vative and energetic” youth.

“Today, India is the third-
largest startup hub in the
world. Nearly half of these
startups also have women
as directors. Nearly 120
startups have got unicorn
status,” he said.

“National missions for

- Fruits of growth reaching the ‘most needy’: PM

Al, Semiconductor and
Quantum computing are
becoming the new engines
of growth. In a way, inno-
vation is becoming a mass
movement,” he noted.

Modi also showcased In-
dia’s Unified Payments In-
terface (UPI), saying it has
revolutionised digital pay-
ments.

“Nearly 50 per cent of the
world’s real-time digital
transactions take place in
India. I congratulate Trini-
dad and Tobago for being
the first country in the re-
gion to adopt UPL.”

“Now sending money will
be as easy as sending a ‘good
morning’ text message! And
I promise, it will be faster
than West Indies bowling,”
he said.

The Prime Minister also
outlined India’s rapid devel-
opment and transformation
in the fields of infrastruc-
ture, defence and manufac-
turing.

ECI: 1.5 cr houses covered under voter list revision
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well on ECINET App and
the filled forms can be up-
loaded by the elector himself
on ECINET App.

Besides, 1,54,977 Booth
Level Agents (BLAs) ap-
pointed by various political
parties are also providing
active support in the SIR
process.

It stated that as on July 2,
BJP has appointed 52,689
BLAs, followed by 47,504 of
RJD, 34,669 of JD(U), 16,500
of INC, 1,913 of Rashtriya
Lok Jan Shakti Party, 1,271
of CPI(ML)L, 1,153 of Lok
Jan Shakti Party (Ram Vi-
las), 578 of CPI(M), 270 of
Rashtriya Lok Samta Party

besides others such as BSP
(74), NPP (3) and AAAP (1).
Each BLA can submit up to
50 certified forms per day.

“Nearly five percent filled-
up and signed forms i.e.
nearly 38 lakh forms have
already been received by
the BLOs who are working
sincerely with the sole motto
- Inclusion First, which has
been repeatedly emphasized
upon by the Commission,” it
said.

Italso said that as per SIR,
in order to get one’s name
in the Draft Electoral Roll
to be published on August
1, 2025, the strict condition
for an elector is to sign and
submit the pre-printed Enu-
meration Form before July

25, 2025.

“Simultaneous verifica-
tion of the uploaded forms
has also been started,” it
said, adding that “despite
apprehensions by some
quarters, SIR will ensure
that all eligible persons will
be included”.

It also pointed out that
based on the documents at-
tached or not attached, with
the signed Enumeration
Form, “eligibility verifica-
tion of each name included
in the draft rolls will be done
continuously after their re-
ceipt”.

“Verification will start vig-
orously from August2,2025
onwards after publication of
Draft Electoral Rolls. On the

basis of the published Draft
of Electoral Rolls, Claims
and Objections will be re-
ceived from any political
parties or any member of
public August 2, 2025 on-
wards,” it said.

It also said that the final
electoral rolls will be pub-
lished on September 30,
2025 and appeals can also
be filed thereafter with the
DM and the CEO.

The poll panel has issued
instructions to carry out a
SIR in Bihar to weed out in-
eligible names and ensure all
eligible citizens are included
in the electoral roll, allowing
them to exercise their fran-
chise in the polls slated later
this year.

India was fighting three enemies, says Army on China role
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Army Staff asserted that
the “strategic messaging”
by the Indian leadership
was unambiguous and that
there was no scope for “ab-
sorbing” the pain the way it
was done years ago.

The planning and selec-
tion of targets in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) was based
on a lot of data that was
collected using technology
and human intelligence, he
said.

A total of 21 targets were
identified, of which nine

“we thought would be pru-
dent to engage”, Lt Gen.
Singh said.

India launched Operation
Sindoor on May 7, target-
ing terrorist infrastructure
in territories controlled by
Pakistan, in response to the
April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack, in which 26 people
were killed.

The strikes triggered four
days of intense clashes that
ended with an understand-
ing on stopping the military
actions on May 10.

New Delhi has been main-
taining that India’s fierce
counter-attack that day

Flags of Iran raised in
Muharram procession
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the ongoing conflict. While
the procession remained
largely peaceful, it drew at-
tention from both the local
administration and secu-
rity agencies, given the geo-
political significance of the
banners displayed.

The display of such flags is
not new in Kashmir during
Muharram as participants
often express broader Mus-
lim unity and opposition to
injustice.

For over three decades,
the 8th Muharram proces-
sion was only permitted in
selected areas under tight
restrictions, and it is ongo-
ing. The lifting of the ban in
2023 marked a major shift
in policy and was hailed as
a step towards religious in-
clusivity and reconciliation.

Moreover, the 8th of Mu-
harram is part of the broad-
er commemoration leading
up to Ashura, the 10th of
Muharram, which marks
the martyrdom of Hazrat
Imam Hussain (AS), the
grandson of Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH), along
with 72 of his companions
in the Battle of Karbala in

present-day Iraq

Muharram procession
was barred due to security
concerns in the late 1980s.
The traditional mourning
route was, however, re-
stored in 2023, a move wel-
comed across religious and
civil society circles.

The administration had
made elaborate security
and logistical arrange-
ments. The Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri and
senior police officials had
earlier chaired high-level
meetings with representa-
tives of Shia organisations
ahead of Muharram to co-
ordinate efforts.

Also, traffic police Sri-
nagar city issued an adviso-
ry in advance, announcing
that vehicular movement
along the route from Guru
Bazar to Dalgate would be
restricted from early morn-
ing. Additionally, traffic
was diverted via Residency
Road, Hari Singh High
Street, Jehangir Chowk,
and other inner routes,
with designated parking
provided at Gindun Park
and SP College.

“It is reassuring that for

forced Pakistan to plead for
ending the hostilities.

In his remarks, Lt Gen.
Singh emphasised the high
demand for drones in the
armed forces and under-
lined the need to develop a
favourable ecosystem.

“We have been in consul-
tation with the Ministry of
Defence and others to come
up with a framework and
by September or October,
we should be out with our
drone framework, wherein
we are looking at how to
incentivise all the produc-
tion, how to get through
the vulnerabilities and how

to facilitate testing, which
would be the basic theme
of this framework,” he said.
On the success of and
learnings from Operation
Sindoor, Lt Gen. Singh
urged the industry to focus
on investing more on re-
search and development.
He stressed the need
for “atmanirbharta” (self-
reliance) in the defence sec-
tor and said no one should
hold hostage as far as criti-
cal technologies and their
supplies are concerned.
“India needs to be pre-
pared for all five genera-
tions of warfare. The In-

dian armed forces must
be ready now and future-
ready for warfare that uti-
lises numerous technolo-
gies and innovations,” the
Deputy Chief of Army Staff
asserted.

The industry must stick
to timelines and focus on
four “C”s, which include
cooperate, collaborate and
compete, but not complain,
he said.

“We have to be ready to
fight the war, and it is not
the soldiers only who can
win a war. It is the soldiers
and the industry going to-
gether,” he added.

India on Dalai Lama succession
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tices of faith and religion,”
Jaiswal added.

Jaiswal was responding to
media queries on the state-
ment by the Dalai Lama
that also ended speculation
on whether the Tibetan
spiritual leader will have a
successor or not after his
death. The Dalai Lama has
been living in exile in India
since 1959.

Earlier in the day, China
urged India to act cautious-
ly on Tibet-related issues to
avoid its impact on the im-
provement of bilateral rela-
tions. Beijing was respond-
ing to Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju’s assertion on Thurs-
day that the decision on the
Dalai Lama’s incarnation
would be taken by the es-
tablished institution and
the leader of the Tibetan
Buddhists himself and no
one else.

Rijiju reiterated on Friday
that all the devotees and
followers of the Dalai Lama
want the Tibetan spiritual
leader to decide on his suc-
Cessor.

Rijiju, however, clarified
he was not making the re-
marks on behalf of the Indi-
an government and neither
was he commenting on a

statement made by China
on Wednesday.

Rejecting the Nobel Peace
laureate’s succession plan,
China insisted that any fu-
ture heir must receive its
seal of approval, adding
a new chapter to Tibetan
Buddhism’s decades-long
struggle with the Chinese
ruling Communist Party.

Asked by reporters in
Delhi about China’s state-
ment on the issue, Rijiju
said, “I do not want to re-
act to China’s statement. I
speak as a devotee, I have
faith in the Dalai Lama,
those who follow the Dalai
Lama wish that he decides
his successor.”

“There is no need for any
confusion on the Dalai
Lama issue. All the people
across the world who be-
lieve in Buddhism and fol-
low the Dalai Lama want
him to decide (on his suc-
cession). There is no need
for me or the government to
say anything. Who would
be the next Dalai Lama, it
will be decided by him,” Ri-
jiju said.

On Thursday, Rijiju had
said the Dalai Lama is the
“most important and de-
fining institution” for Bud-
dhists.

“All those who follow the
Dalai Lama feel that the in-
carnation is to be decided
by the established conven-
tion and as per the wish of
the Dalai Lama himself. No
one else has the right to de-
cide it except him and the
conventions in place,” he
had said.

Reacting to a question on
Rijiju’s remarks made on
Thursday, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson
Mao Ning said India should
be clear of the anti-China
separatist nature of the 14th
Dalai Lama and honour its
commitments on Xizang
(Tibet) related issues. Chi-
narefers to Tibet as Xizang.

“India should exercise
caution in its words and
actions, stop interfering
in China’s internal affairs
with Xizang related issues
and avoid impact on the
improvement and devel-
opment of the China-India
relationship,” Mao told a
media briefing in Beijing.

Rijiju, a practising Bud-
dhist, and Rajiv Ranjan
Singh, a fellow Union min-
ister, are representing the
Government of India at the
Dalai Lama’s 90th birthday
celebrations in Dharam-
shala on July 6.
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POLITICIANS HITTING A NEW LOW, SAYS
HC AS IT GRANTS RELIEF TO BJP MLC

Issuessterndirective to Ravikumarto cooperate with the investigation.

BELLIE THOMAS
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court,
on Friday granted tempo-
rary relief to the Chief Whip
and BJP MLC N. Ravikumar
in the case related to his al-
leged derogatory, vulgar, and
sexist remarks against Chief
Secretary Shalini Rajneesh,
but the court expressed con-
cern over the deteriorating
standards of language used
by politicians.

Hearing a petition chal-
lenging the FIR and to quash
it, the High Court bench
headed by Justice SR Krish-
na Kumar issued an interim
order directing that no coer-
cive action be taken against
Ravikumar until July 8.

The court also issued a
stern directive to Ravikumar
to cooperate with the inves-
tigation.

Expressing displeasure, the
bench observed that the lan-

guage used by politicians has
stooped to a new low. “Politi-
ciansare going to anew low,”
the bench remarked.
Ravikumar’s counsel sub-
mitted that his client, while
protesting in front of Vid-
hana Soudha, had issued a
statement criticizing the in-
sensitivity of the Chief Minis-
ter and the state government,
which was now being given a

The Karnataka
LAS Officers’
Association

has condemned
Ravikumar’s
alleged remarks
and demanded
an unconditional

apology.

political twist.

The bench questioned the
prosecution on whether the
complaint was based solely
on a media clip. Responding
to this, Special Public Pros-
ecutor BA Belliappa played
the video clip containing
Ravikumar’s alleged deroga-
tory statement at the court’s
request and urged the bench
not to grant him any relief.

Healso brought to the court’s
notice that even IAS officers
in the state had strongly pro-
tested against the remarks.

The prosecutor further
argued that granting bail to
Ravikumar could demoral-
ize the police force. He also
highlighted Ravikumar’s al-
leged objectionable remarks
about Kalaburagi Deputy
Commissioner Fouzia
Tarannum.

Earlier, reacting to the
controversy, N. Ravikumar
had clarified that he had
not made any derogatory
remarks against Chief Sec-
retary Shalini Rajneesh.

Ina press statement, Ravi-
kumar said, “I am shocked
by the circulation of selec-
tive video clips and claims in
print and social media alleg-
ing that I have spoken in a
derogatory manner against
the Chief Secretary.”

The Karnataka police had
filed an FIR against Ravi-

"The 2.5-year' formula likely to increase
difficulties for Congress in Karnataka

AJIT MAINDOLA
NEW DELHI

The party has tried to show that ev-
erything is fine in Karnataka on the
surface, but the matter has not cooled
down yet. The 2.5-year formula s like-
ly to increase difficulties for the Con-
gress. Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and his faction have received some
immediate relief, but as the 2.5-year
time limit approaches, tensions are
bound to rise within the Karnataka

Congress.

It seems unlikely that State Presi-
dent and Deputy Chief Minister D.
Shivakumar and his supporters will
settle for anything less than the Chief
Minister’s post. The 2.5-year deadline
will be completed in November. Shi-
vakumar’s supporters remain hope-
ful that the Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, will

fulfill the promise made to them.

For some time now in Karnataka,
both factions have been making pub-
lic statements about the Chief Minis-
ter’s post. Not only were supporting
leaders involved in this rhetoric, but
even Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and party president Mallikarjun
Kharge joined the fray. Siddaramaiah
claimed he would remain CM for five
years, while Kharge said the high
command would decide what to do.

The first controversy arose from
Kharge’s statement about the high
command, as many questioned why
he referred to it separately—since he
himself is the party president and
part of the high command. As ten-
sions escalated, state in-charge Ran-
deep Surjewala visited Bengaluru
and managed to temporarily defuse
the situation. For now, the Sidda-
ramaiah faction has received some

relief. However, the issue is far from
resolved. Siddaramaiah wanted to
expand and reshuffle his cabinet, but
D. Shivakumar is not ready for this.
His supporters insist that the cabinet
should only be expanded after a de-
cision on the Chief Minister’s post is
taken in November.

Kharge, despite being from Karna-
taka himself, does not appear to be in
a position to take a decisive call. Ulti-
mately, the matter seems to be landing
on Rahul Gandhi’s desk. The biggest
challenge before Rahul now is decid-
ing which leader to disappoint. Sidda-
ramaiah and D. Shivakumar are both
powerful figures, and upsetting either
could prove costly for the party.

According to political experts, the
situation in Karnataka is concerning.
As in Madhya Pradesh, the 2.5-year
power-sharing formula could backfire
on the Congress in Karnataka as well.

kumar on Thursday for al-
legedly making derogatory
remarks about Chief Secre-
tary Shalini Rajneesh.

The Karnataka IAS Of-
ficers’ Association has
condemned Ravikumar’s
alleged remarks and de-
manded an unconditional
apology. Ravikumar alleg-
edly made the controver-
sial statement on July 1 in
the presence of the Leader
of the Opposition in the Leg-
islative Council, Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy, and sev-
eral police officials.

According to the Con-
gress, Ravikumar, while
expressing displeasure
over the Chief Secretary’s
absence during the submis-
sion of a BJP delegation’s
memorandum, allegedly
mocked her by saying she
works for CM Siddara-
maiah during the day and
works for the government
at night.

BJD seeks
Puri Rath

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

Days after the stampede at
the Jagannath Rath Yatra in
Odisha’s Puri, the Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) on Friday wrote to
Governor Hari Babu Kham-
bampati alleging severe
mismanagement and saying
it has deeply hurt religious
sentiments of people and
demanded to initiate a judi-
cial enquiry, monitored by
a sitting Judge of the Odisha
High Court to ensure full ac-
countability and justice for
the victims.

Several top B]JD leaders
signed the letter that was
sent to the Governor.

In their letter, the BJD
leaders wrote, “With deep

Venugopal calls 'SIR' a ‘sinister Suspect held for
campaign’ to deny voter rights

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

Congress on Friday doubled
down on the Election Com-
mossion of India over the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of voter rolls in Bihar
saying this government spe-
cializes in giving people hell
and this exercise is a sinister
campaign to deprive lakhs of
voters of their franchise.

Taking a swipe at the gov-
ernment, Congress General
Secretary (Organisation) K
C Venugopal said, “This gov-
ernment specialises in giving
people hell.”

Lamenting at the poll
panel, the Congress leader
said, “The SIR is a sinister
exercise to deprive lakhs of
voters of their franchise.”

Hitting out at the Election
Commission, Venugopal
asserted: “The unnecessary
haste, and their absolute
refusal to address genuine
concerns raised by the Op-
position, points to this being
a clear effort to destroy the
electoral system in Bihar.”
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Vowing that the Con-
gress will not allow it and
said, “We will not let this
go through. They must halt
this ridiculous exercise im-
mediately.”

He also attached a nww-
seeport to back his claims.

His remarks came after an
11 party delegation met the
Commission on Wednesday
over the SIR of the voter rolls
in Bihar and alleged that this
exercise will disenfranchise
over 2 crore voters in the
state, where assembly polls
for 243 member House is
scheduled later this year.

Even the poll panel on
Thursday clarified that it
will notwithstand the Oppo-

sition’s refrain that the ongo-
ing SIR of Bihar’s electoral
roll stands to disenfranchise
“tens of lakhs” of electors,
and said that it remains
steadfast in proceeding with
SIR strictly as per the Consti-
tution and the laws govern-
ing voter enrolment.

The Commission informed
the political parties that the
SIR exercise is being con-
ducted in a planned, struc-
tured and a phased manner
to facilitate the inclusion of
all eligible citizens.

It stated that active par-
ticipation by 1,54,977 Booth
Level Agents (BLAs) ap-
pointed by the recognised
political parties across the
state of Bihar is also ensur-
ing that the process is hap-
pening in a transparent
manner. CEC Gyanesh Ku-
mar exhorted all political
parties to come forward and
appoint even more BLASs to
assist the voters in enrol-
ment and make the process
fully transparent and par-
ticipative.

'rape’ of Pune techie
was her friend: Police

TDG NETWORK
PUNE

A suspect detained in connec-
tion with the alleged rape of a
Pune IT professional at her
home was her friend and not
a stranger who gained entry
by posing as a courier delivery
agent, police said on Friday,
casting doubt on her version
of the events.

It was the woman herself
who took a selfie with him and
typed a threatening message
in her phone, police commis-
sioner Amitesh Kumar said.

“They know each other for a
couple of years and belong to
the same community,” he said.

The 22-year-old woman had
claimed that a man who posed
as a courier delivery agent
entered her flat in Kondhwa
area on Wednesday evening
when she was alone, and
forced himself on her. She
passed out, and when she
regained consciousness, he
was gone, she said.

Before leaving, the ac-
cused clicked a selfie us-
ing her phone in which her
back and a part of his face
are seen, and left a message
warning that he had taken
her pictures and would re-
lease them on social media
if she reported the incident,
she told police.

But after detaining the
suspect, who is a highly
qualified professional, the
police found that the woman
herself had taken the selfie,
which originally showed his
face clearly, edited it, and
also typed the purported
threatening message.

No chemical spray had
been used to make her un-
conscious (as suspected ear-
lier), Kumar said.

“We are still ascertaining
why the victim made allega-
tions of rape and it is still un-
der investigation as the girl’s
mental state is not good at
present,” the commissioner
said.

DKS urges Cong workers to
work together amid 'CM row’

TDG NETWORK
MYSURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar
on Friday called on every-
one in the party to work to-
gether, abiding by the advice
and message given by Con-
gress President Mallikar-
jun Kharge, as he refused
to comment on whether he
was still in the race to be-
come the CM of the state.

After offering prayers to
Goddess Chamundeshwari
at the top of Chamundi Hills
here, he said, “Efforts may
fail, but not prayers”, and
that he had made his wish
before the Almighty.

There has been specula-
tion within political circles,
especially among the rul-
ing Congress, for some
time now about a possible
change in the chief minis-
ter later this year, citing a
power-sharing agreement
between Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar.

“I don’t want any discus-
sions now. I have not come
here to speak about politics.

E.
I want good for the state.
Mallikarjun Kharge is the
Congress President; he has
given us a message and ad-
vice. Abiding by his words,
let’s all work together,” Shi-
vakumar said, responding
to a question on whether he
was out of the CM race after
Siddaramaiah’s statement
that he would serve a full
five-year term.

Speaking to reporters
here, Shivakumar said he,
along with his family, had
offered prayers to Goddess
Chamundeshwari for the
welfare of the state, himself,
his family, and everyone.

Asked whether the time
had come for the Goddess
to bless him for his prayers,
he said, “Efforts may fail,

but not prayers—I believe
in this. I have prayed to the
Goddess and wished for
whatever I want.”

However, with Siddara-
maiah asserting that he will
be the CM for the full five-
year term, Shivakumar on
Wednesday said he had no
objection and that he would
stand by and support Sid-
daramaiah.Indicating that
he had “no option”, Shiva-
kumar, who is also the State
Congress President, said he
would abide by the direc-
tions of the high command.

There was stiff competi-
tion between Siddaramaiah
and Shivakumar for the
CM’s post after the Assem-
bly election results in May
2023.

HC-monitored probe into

Yatra mismanageme

for the sanctity of the Rath
Yatra of Lord Jagannath, we
submit this memorandum to
draw your kind attention to
the severe mismanagement
and serious lapses during
this year’s Rath Yatra, which
led to a tragedy of historic
proportions.”

It said that the BJD high-

lighted a series of grave inci-
dents that occurred during
this year’s Rath Yatra, which
have deeply hurt the senti-
ments of Lord Jagannath’s
devotees across the globe
and raised serious concerns
about the management of the
world-famous Rath Yatra.
Targeting the state govern-
ment over the mismanage-

nt

ment at the Rath Yatra, they
said: “Due to the callous and
casual attitude of the BJP-led
state government, more than
750 devotees were injured,
and tragically, three people
lost their lives the following
day due to the stampede near
Gundicha Temple.”

They also pointed out that
inunprecedented and highly
condemnable act, “several
eminent senior journalists
were physically assaulted”
by police personnel and re-
strained from covering the
events, which amounts to a
direct attack on democratic
values and press freedom.

“Besides the Sevayats, who
were performing their rites,
were pulled down from the
Charitos,” they alleged.

Manipur: Arms, ammunition

NIBIR DEKA
MANIPUR

recovered in bid to restore peace

From the midnight of 3rd July
2025 to the morning of 4th
July 2025, Security Forces
(SFs) conducted extensive
search operations in the hill
districts of Manipur. Act-
ing on specific intelligence
regarding the presence of
a large cache of arms, am-
munition, and other warlike
materials concealed in vari-
ous locations, coordinated
operations were launched si-
multaneously at multiple sites
in the interior and suspected
areas of Tengnoupal, Kang-
pokpi, Chandel, and Chura-
chandpur districts by joint
teams comprising of Manipur
Police, Assam Rifles/ Army
and CAPFs. These operations
resulted in the recovery of the
following arms, ammunition,
explosives, and other warlike
stores.

A total of 203 weapons
have been listed, including
21 Insas rifles, 11 AK series
rifles, 26 SLRs, 2 sniper rifles,
3 carbines, 17 Pt 303 rifles, 2

51 MM mortars, 2 MA as-
sault rifles, 3 M79 grenade
launchers, and 1 rifle with
scope. Additionally, there are
18 single-shot breech-loaded
guns, 11 single-barrel bolt ac-
tion rifles, 6 pistols, 1.22 cali-
ber rifle, 2 Lathodes, 25 single
bore guns, 3 country-made
pistols, 4 muzzle-loaded
rifles, another 6 single bore
guns, 38 Pompis, and 1 more
Lathode.

In terms of ammunition
and explosives, the recov-
ered items include 29 rounds
0f 5.56 mm, 80 rounds of 7.62
mm, 30 IEDs, 10 grenades, 9
Pompi shells, and 2 Lathode
grenades.

These intelligence-based

A

coordinated operations in
the hill districts represent a
significant achievement for
the Manipur Police, Assam
Rifles/ Army and Central Se-
curity Forces in their ongoing
efforts to restore normalcy,
maintain public order, and
ensure the safety and security
of citizens and their property.
The Manipur Police reiter-
ates its commitment to fos-
tering a peaceful and secure
Manipur. The public is urged
to cooperate with the Police
and Security Forces, and to
promptly report any suspi-
cious activity or information
related to illegal arms to the
nearest police station or the
Central Control Room.

Manipur groups urge Shah not to renew SoO agreements over repeated violations

NIBIR DEKA
MANIPUR

Four organisations — Indeg-
enous people forum Manipur,
Meitei Alliance, Foothill Naga
coordination committee and
Thadou Inpi — have submit-
ted a joint memorandum to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, urging the Government
of India not to renew the Sus-
pension of Operations (SoO)
Agreements with Kuki mili-

tant groups, alleging repeated
violations and a failure to
maintain law and order.

In the memorandum, the
groups claimed that the Kuki
National Organisation (KNO)
and United People’s Front
(UPF), which are signato-
ries to the SoO agreements,
were responsible for inciting
violence that began on May
3, 2023, in Churachandpur,
including arson in Torbung
and Kanvai.

The organisations stated that
although the SoO Agreements
were intended to ensure peace
and lawfulness — explicitly
barring violent acts, extor-
tion, and possession of arms
in public — these terms have
been repeatedly breached.
They pointed to a structural
flaw within the agreement: the
inclusion of the same militant
groups in the Joint Monitoring
Group (JMG) that is supposed
to oversee violations, which,

they argue, creates a conflict of
interest and renders account-
ability impossible.

“The very groups responsi-
ble for violence are part of the

The organisations stated that although
the SoO Agreements were intended to

ensure peace and lawfulness — explicitly

barring violent acts, extortion, and

possession of arms in public — these

terms bave been repeatedly breached.

mechanism meant to monitor
it,” the memorandum read,
adding that this setup severely
limits the Manipur govern-

ment’s ability to act against
violations.

The signatories further
highlighted that the elected

state government had official-
ly withdrawn from the SoO
with groups like the Kuki Na-
tional Army (KNA) and Zomi
Revolutionary Army (ZRA)in
March 2023, and formally op-
posed their renewal in Janu-
ary 2024.

Calling for peace and ac-
countability, the memoran-
dum recommended either
abrogation of the SoO agree-
ments or a comprehensive
overhaul of their structure.

It also called for a re-election
in the state to allow a popular
government to decide on any
future agreements, and for
prosecution of any militants
involved in violence, even if
they are signatories to the
So0.

The groups emphasized
that the SoO must not become
a “protector of violence” but
a genuine mechanism for en-
suring non-violence and re-
storing normalcy in Manipur.
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MANY TAKERS FOR END-OF-LIFE VEHICLE
RULE TO CURB POLLUTION IN CITY

Delhi government has halted initiative citing 'certain issues'

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

elhi vehicle own-
ers have supported
the policy restrict-

ing fuel supply to end-of-
life vehicles (ELVs), calling
it a positive step towards
pollution control. The de-
velopment comes as the
Delhi government has writ-
ten to the Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM), seeking a hold on
the directive banning fuel
sale to ELVs in the national
capital.

Speaking to reporters,
a vehicle owner said, “I
bought a Scotty in 2017. The
decision (not to give fuel to
end-of-life vehicles) was
wrong for those who cannot
afford to buy a new vehicle.
When I see a vehicle emit-
ting pollution, I tell them to
get their pollution certificate
made, because we have to
suffer because of them. So
this decision of the govern-
ment is good.”

Another vehicle owner
said, “The steps the govern-
ment is taking for Delhi are
good. Pollution caused by
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B Policy bans refuelling
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years, diesel over 10
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ross-border fuel risk

B Opposition stams BJP for policy confusion, alleges links to auto industry

vehicles is high, so the steps
being taken are good. If the
vehicle is old, then it is the
responsibility of the citizens
to come forward. Similar
steps should be taken in all
metro cities...”

Following the reactions,
the Delhi NCT government
formally approached the
Commission, urging it to
pause the enforcement.

In a letter to the Com-
mission, Delhi Minister for
Environment, Forests, and
Wildlife, Manjinder Singh
Sirsa, wrote that soon af-
ter the implementation of
the direction, which came

National Herald case:
ED case very strange,
Sonia argues in court

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi representing
Congress leader Sonia Gan-
dhi on Friday argued that
Enforcement Directorate’s
National Herald case was
“truly a strange” one.
Singhvi began his rebut-
tal after additional solicitor
general S V Raju for ED on
July 3 concluded his argu-

leges Gandhis held the
majority 76 per cent shares
in Young Indian, which
fraudulently usurped assets
of AJL, in exchange for a Rs
90 crore loan.

Singhvi, however, submit-
ted that the exercise was un-
dertaken to make AJL debt
free.

“Every company is en-
titled under law and does,
every day, make their com-

ments on the point of cog-
nisance of the chargesheet
filed in the case.

“This is truly a strange
case. More than strange.
Unprecedented. This is an
alleged case of money laun-
dering, without any prop-
erty, without use or projec-
tion of property,” Singhvi
argued.

The ED has accused So-
nia and Rahul Gandhi, late
Congress leaders Motilal
Vora and Oscar Fernandes
aside from Suman Dubey,
Sam Pitroda and a private
company Young Indian
of conspiracy and money
laundering over the fraudu-
lent takeover of properties
valued over Rs 2,000 crore
belonging to the Associated
Journals Limited (AJL),
which published National
Herald newspaper.ED al-

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

To ensure animal safety
and prevent flooding in en-
closures during heavy rain-
fall, the National Zoological
Park in Delhi has ramped
up staff preparedness, ini-
tiated key infrastructure
repairs, ordered new water
pumps, and adopted tra-
ditional remedies like tur-
meric and neem oil to deal
with seasonal infections
and flies.

With the monsoon of-
ficially arriving in the na-
tional capital, zoo authori-

panies get free by a variety
of instruments. So you take
away the debt and assign
it to another entity. So this
company becomes debt
free,” Singhvi said.

He said that Young In-
dian was a not-for-profit
company.“Means it cannot
give dividends, it cannot give
perks, it cannot give salaries,
it cannot give those bonuses.
It can give nothing,” the se-
nior lawyer argued.

Singhvi said the ED did
not do anything for several
years and instead picked up
a private complaint.

“They are, obviously
people associated with the
Congress. To have the Na-
tional Herald in a body not
associated with the Con-
gress would be worse than
having Hamlet without the
Prince of Denmark,” he said.

ties have implemented their
comprehensive monsoon
action plan to avoid inci-
dents of waterlogging that
disrupted operations in the
past.

Last year, the zoo faced
alengthy power outage and
flooding in several enclo-
sures after water entered a
transformer.

Zoo director Sanjeet Ku-
mar assured that critical
steps have already been
taken, including repair and
construction of rain sheds,
clearing and desilting of
drainage lines, and test-

into effect on July 1, 2025, it
was revealed that “certain
issues” needed to be ad-
dressed before they could
be fully implemented.
Under the Delhi govern-
ment’s policy, petrol vehi-
cles older than 15 years and
diesel vehicles older than 10
years are now denied refu-
elling at fuel stations in the
city. “The Government of
Delhi is fully aligned with
the Commission’s objective
to phase out older, pollut-
ing vehicles and has imple-
mented a comprehensive
Air Pollution Mitigation
Plan 2025 to this end,” the

CM Rekha shifts focus to people’s access with new camp o

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Friday took part
in a havan ceremony held
during the inauguration of
her camp office in the na-
tional capital. The event was
attended by her husband
Manish Gupta, son Nikunj
Gupta, along with Minis-
ters Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
Manoj Tiwari, and Lieuten-
ant Governor VK Saxena.

LG Saxena extended his
best wishes to the Chief
Minister and expressed
confidence that public griev-
ances would be effectively
addressed from the new
camp office. “This reflects
her commitment to the peo-
ple and their concerns. Going
forward, the challenges and
hardships faced by Delhi’s
citizens will be tackled di-
rectly from the CM’s resi-
dence,” he said.

Minister wrote in his letter.
“The GNCTD has been
complying with the direc-
tions of Hon’ble NGT and
Hon’ble Supreme Court
regarding implementing a
ban on EOL vehicles, dereg-
istering them and ensuring
that they do not ply on Delhi
roads,” the letter read.
Many end-of-life vehicles
have been denied fuel at fuel
stations after being identi-
fied by Automatic Number
Plate Recognition (ANPR).
The Minister said because
of “several critical opera-
tional and infrastructural
challenges”, it will not be

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa contrasted the
new initiative with previ-
ous administrations. “Ear-
lier Chief Ministers built
‘Sheeshmahals’ and kept the
public away. In contrast, our
CM has opened a ‘Janseva
Kendra’ to welcome the com-
mon people.”

BJP MP Manoj Tiwari
echoed similar sentiments,
thanking CM Rekha Gupta

feasible to implement it at
this juncture.

He argued that immedi-
ate implementation may be
“premature and potentially
counterproductive.”

“A stage-wise implementa-
tion that begins only in Del-
hi will not serve its intended
purpose.

It is highly likely to lead to
vehicle owners procuring
fuel from adjacent districts
like Gurugram, Faridabad,
and Ghaziabad, thereby
circumventing the ban and
potentially fostering an ille-
gal cross-border market for
fuel, which would further
exacerbate the problem,”
the Minister’s letter read.

“ANPR system is not
implemented in the neigh-
bouring states, which will
again be an issue in the ef-
fective integration of the
system with the system
of neighbouring states,
as and when the same is
implemented. So far as our
knowledge is concerned,
neighbouring districts have
not yet started installation of
ANPR cameras in the fuel
stations,” the letter added.

Minister for making her
residence a ‘Janseva Sadan’.
Cameras were once forbid-
den in the previous govern-
ment’s ‘Sheeshmahal’, but
today, we’ve made it a place
of service.” The inauguration
comes a day after CM Rekha
Gupta launched the Van
Mahotsav 2025 under the
Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam cam-
paign, a tree plantation drive
inspired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. During the
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for transforming the CM’s
residence into a service-
oriented space. “I whole-
heartedly thank the Chief
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launch, she criticized the pre-
vious government for its lack
of attention to environmental
issues and urban greenery.

Delhi HC raps D]B over

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday pulled up the Delhi
Jal Board for supplying con-
taminated water in colonies
and asked how the authorities
could expect the citizens to
“drink sewage mixed water”.

Abench of Chief Justice DK
Upadhyaya and Justice Anish
Dayal was hearing a plea al-
leging residents of Yojana Vi-
har, Anand Vihar, Jagriti En-
clave and other adjacent areas
in east Delhi received “highly
contaminated potable water”
mixed with sewer/sewage in
their household taps.

“Unless someone knows
the doors of the court, you
yourself can’t do this? You are
asking citizens of this city to
drink sewage mixed water?”
the bench asked.

The court, which on July 2
asked the DJB to conduct an
inspection of the areas con-
cerned, was informed that
the agency found water sup-
ply pipelines in Yojana Vihar
area to be very old and requir-
ing replacement.

The DJB filed a status re-
port based on its survey and
agreed on the presence of old
and damaged water supply
pipes in several house con-

nections, including the peti-
tioner’s house and adjoining
areas.

The DJB said a tender for
replacing the pipes would
be invited by July 7 and the
contract would be awarded
by July 17.

The project was proposed to
be completed in 20 days from
the date of the contract.

The bench directed that the
work related to replacing old
and damaged water supply
pipes in and around these
houses should be completed
in any case by August 2025
and any failure would be
viewed seriously by the court.

On the point of the sew-
age treatment plant, the DJB
counsel informed the court
about the ongoing desilting
work, which would be com-
pleted by August.

DJB said in its status report
that the water distribution

system in Yojana Vihar was
installed 35 years ago, ex-
ceeding its operational life
and requiring comprehensive
replacement.

DJBassured of undertaking
the work relating to replace-
ment of water distribution
network and prioritising the
damaged sections based on
availability of budget.

The court directed the DJB
to file an affidavit giving the
timeline in which the entire
water distribution network
in the area would be replaced.

“We also direct that au-
thorities of DJB should be
vigilant and take appropri-
ate measures to check that
booster pumps are not used
during non-supply hours by
the residents of the area and if
any resident is found indulg-
ing in this, necessary action
be taken in this regard,” the
bench said.

ice

Kapil Mishra says ‘Jan Sewa Sadan’
cost less than Kejriwal’s curtains

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra
on Friday lauded the inau-
guration of Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta’s newly opened
Jan Sewa Sadan, describ-
ing it as a transparent and
people-centric initiative. He
contrasted the project with
what he called the “secrecy
and extravagance” of the
previous administration’s
residence renovations.
According to Mishra, the
cost of the Jan Sewa Sadan is
“less than the cost of curtains
in Arvind Kejriwal’s Sheesh
Mabhal,” a reference to the
earlier AAP-led govern-
ment’s alleged high expen-
diture on the CM’s residence.
“This is the first time in 11
years that the Chief Minis-

1,347 extra-curricular seats at Delhi University

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

From divinity and dance to
digital media and debate,
Delhi University is offer-
ing 1,347 seats under the
Extra-Curricular Activities
(ECA) quota for the 2025-26
academic session, catering
to a wide range of student
talents across 14 categories.

The 14 ECA categories for
which DU is admitting stu-
dents this year are creative
writing (English and Hindji),
debate (English and Hindi),
digital media (photography,
filmmaking, animation), di-
vinity, fine arts (sketching,
painting, sculpture), music-

ing and ordering of new
pumps.

“All our pumps have
been repaired and tested.
We’ve ordered additional
pumps to ensure we can
flush out water as it pours,”

=
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vocal (Indian and western),
music-instrumental (Indian
and western), dance (Indian
classical, Indian folk, west-
ern, choreography), theatre,
quiz, National Cadet Corps
(NCC), National Service
Scheme (NSS), and Yoga.
Each category includes a
range of sub-disciplines, al-
lowing students to apply as
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he said, adding that ad-
ditional manpower was
deployed to keep pumping
operations running 24x7.

Herbivore enclosures,
especially those housing
deer, have been given spe-
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per their specific interests
and skills. All admissions
under the ECA quota will be
managed centrally through
DU’s online portal.

“The trials, allocations and
entire admission process,
including for the Divinity
category, will be conducted
through a centralised ECA
committee and not by indi-

cial attention, as they are
more prone to water accu-
mulation. Soil mounds have
been created inside the en-
closures to provide animals
with elevated ground in the
case of flooding.

“We've also used water-
proof sheets in kraals and
feeding platforms to protect
the animals,” Kumar added.

Apart from infrastruc-
tural measures, the zoo is
continuing the use of tradi-
tional herbal solutions for
animal care. Turmeric will
be used on wounds and foot
lesions to help dry and heal

vidual colleges,” Prof Deepti
Taneja, Convenor of DU’s
ECA Admissions Commit-
tee, told PTIL.

According to the official
ECA seat matrix, a total of
13 seats have been allocated
under the divinity category
this year, spread across four
colleges; Sri Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur Khalsa College (4
seats), Sri Guru Nanak Dev
Khalsa College (2), Sri Guru
Gobind Singh College of
Commerce (4), and Mata
Sundri College for Women
(3).These colleges are main-
tained by the Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee.

them faster, while neem oil
will act as a natural disin-
fectant and fly repellent
during the wet season.

The zoo staff is being
equipped with monsoon
gear, including gumboots,
umbrellas, and torches to
ensure round-the-clock
response. “Essential mon-
soon medicines have been
procured and the team is
ready,” the director said,
further stating that regu-
lar internal reviews will be
held, and coordination with
local authorities will contin-
ue throughout the season.

ter’s residence or office has
been opened to the public.
Media and cameras are wel-
come to see all the arrange-
ments made for the common
people. The entire Jan Sewa
Sadan was built transpar-

ment is public — unlike the
Sheesh Mahal’s,” Mishra
said.Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta inaugurated the Jan
Sewa Sadan at her camp

office earlier in the day. A
havan ceremony marked
the occasion, attended by
her husband Manish Gupta
and son Nikunj Gupta. Sepa-
rately, the Public Works De-
partment (PWD) recently is-
sued a Rs 60 lakh tender for
renovation work at the CM’s
official residence, Bungalow
Number 1, where she will
reside. A second property,
Bungalow Number 2, will
serve as her camp office. As
per the tender details, the
renovation includes interior
and electrical upgrades. It
also covers the installation of
five televisions (Rs 9.3 lakh),
fourteen air conditioners
(Rs 7.7 lakh), fourteen CCTV
cameras (Rs5.741akh), and a
UPS system for uninterrupt-
ed power supply (Rs 2 lakh).

When will Delhi
experience its first cloud
seeding attempt?

MEHANDI GARG

NEW DELHI

Faced with dangerously high
air pollution levels, Delhi is
taking an unprecedented
step—artificial rain through

cloud seeding—in a bid to

S & >
clear its toxic skies. This is the
first time the technique will be
used in the capital specifically
to combat pollution, mark-
ing a new direction in the
city's environmental strategy.
The initiative, titled “Tech-
nology Demonstration and
Evaluation of Cloud Seeding
asan Alternative for Delhi NCR
Pollution Mitigation,” is being
jointly implemented by the Del-
hi Environment Department
and IIT Kanpur. Originally
scheduled for early July 2025,
the operation has been pushed
to late August, when atmo-
spheric conditions are expect-
ed to better support rainfall.
Cloud seeding involves dis-
persing particles like silver

iodide and salt into moisture-
laden clouds to stimulate rain.
A specially-equipped aircraft
will conduct five sorties, each
lasting about 90 minutes, cov-
ering pollution-prone areas
such as Bawana and Rohini.

essary permissions from the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA). Real-time cloud
monitoring will be managed
by the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD), while changes
in air quality will be tracked by
CAAQMS stations across the
region. The total budget for
the pilot stands at Rs 3.21 crore.

Though cloud seeding has
been used elsewhere to in-
crease rainfall, its effectiveness
in reducing air pollution is still
under study. Officials see this
as a short-term relief measure,
not a permanent fix. Experts
stress the need for deeper,
long-term solutions to address
Delhi’s chronic pollution crisis.
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BIHAR SPECIAL ROLLS REVISION IN MAY Flood situation in Odisha
DROP 20% VOTERS, SAYS CONGRESS

BIHAR VOTER LIST REVISION ROW
CECassures

fairness

in Bihar
SIR, but
Opposition
alleges voter
exclusion
plans

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ollowing the meeting
Fof representatives of
political party with
the Election Commission
of India, Congress leader
Pawan Khera on Friday
claimed that the Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar has stated
to the delegation that a “20
per cent exclusion” is likely
to happen after the Special
Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar.
Speaking to ANI, Khera
said, “Gyanesh Kumar

Congress claims CEC in-
dicated a possible 20% ex-
clusion during electoral roll

update

B ECI says Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) is proceeding

fairly and on schedule

disenfranchised

B EC assures strict adher-

Opposition fears poor and
marginalised voters may be

ence to law and inclusion of all eligible voters

clearly stated to the delega-
tion that we believe a 20%
exclusion is likely to hap-
pen. When they intend to
exclude, what can we do?
Their intentions are clear,
not his but those of those
above him... It took one year,
from 2003 to 2004, when
the same exercise was con-
ducted in Bihar. Now;, you’ll
do it in 25 days, implying
you want to remove your
name without checking pa-
pers. You know which class
names to deduct... We have
many options--from roads
to parliament and others-
-that are available to us. No
institution can be bullied in

this country.”

On Wednesday, the Elec-
tion Commission of India
(ECI) had met representa-
tives of various political
parties at Nirvachan Sadan,
said the Election Commis-
sion.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar on Wednesday said that
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) process in Bihar
is progressing smoothly and
on schedule, despite con-
cerns raised by opposition
parties about possible voter
exclusion.

Speaking at a training ses-
sion for Booth Level Officers

(BLOs), Gyanesh Kumar
said, “The implementation
of Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) in Bihar is run-
ning as per schedule with
the active participation of all
election staff and all politi-
cal parties in a transparent
manner. Despite apprehen-
sions of some persons, SIR
will ensure that all eligible
persons will be included.”

The Special Intensive Re-
vision is a focused voter list
update exercise conducted
by the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) to ensure
electoral rolls are accurate
ahead of upcoming elec-
tions.

Will start accepting Haj applications
for 2026 W1th1n a week: Min Rijiju

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Minister of Minority Affairs
Kiren Rijiju on Friday announced
that the Union Government will be-
gin accepting applications for the Haj
pilgrimage in 2026 within a week,
urging pilgrims to ensure timely
submissions of documents to avoid
future complications ahead of the

pilgrimage.

Speaking to reporters, Rijiju out-
lined the preparations and new mea-
sures to facilitate a smooth pilgrimage
process, emphasising digitalisation
and adherence to deadlines set by the
Saudi Arabian government.

“Within a week, we will start ac-
cepting Haj applications for 2026...
I request people to fill out their ap-
plications on time so they do not face
any problems in the future. The Saudi

ments.

Arabian government has set many
strict deadlines,” Rijiju stated.

He directed tour operators to strictly
adhere to the timelines and instructed
the Haj Committee of India to deposit
payments to the Saudi government
before the deadline, ensuring com-
pliance with international require-

Rijiju also addressed several logisti-
cal and policy considerations for the
upcoming Haj, noting separate ac-
commodations for men and women
during the pilgrimage and that a com-

panion was mandatory for pilgrims
above the age of 65 years.

“Istrictly instruct the tour operators
to adhere to the set timelines. I have
directed the Haj Committee of India
to deposit the payment to the Saudi
Arabian government before the dead-
line... I have been given suggestions
regarding the accommodations. We
are considering the request for sepa-
rate accommodations for men and
women... A companion is mandatory
to look after pilgrims above 65 years
of age. We will also offer an option for
a short Haj,” he added.

He also stated that the entire process
will be digital and that food choices

will also be tailored to regional pref-

'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’: 5O crore
saplings to be planted, says UP CM

TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW

Addressing the Mango Fes-
tival 2025 in Lucknow, Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, on Friday,
lauded the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam’ initiative and said
that 50 crore saplings will
be planted on July 9.

CM Adityanath said, “Ire-
member that in 2017, when
we organised the plantation
campaign, I was unable to
get even five crore saplings.
Now, this time, when we are
initiating a large plantation
drive under the aegis of the
‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ cam-
paign, which we will join
on 9th July, we have got 50
crore saplings for planting.”

He claimed that using
modern technology, a farm-
er in Uttar Pradesh is earn-

i \U‘

ing a net profit of Rs 1lakh
per acre.

“Our farmer is earning
a net profit of Rs 1lakh in
one acre. This shows that he
has now started farming in
a modern way; the result is
visible to us. Similarly, there
is new technology sugar-
cane,” the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister said.

“Right now, we have es-
tablished some centres of
excellence for this purpose.
Agricultural Science Cen-
tres are working in a new

way. And to advance these
methods, now the Horti-
culture Department, along
with the participation of the
forest department and the
private sector, has started
the work,” he said.

On the Mango festival, he
said, “There will also be var-
ious seminars here. Buyer
and seller meet will be held,
and progressive farmers and
agricultural scientists will
share their experiences.”

Meanwhile, on Thursday,
CM Yogi took part in the
launch event of the 27 Inte-
grated Manufacturing and
Logistics Clusters (IMLC).

Sharing an X post, he
wrote, “Participated today in
the event organised in Luc-
know for the launching of
27 Integrated Manufactur-
ing and Logistics Clusters
(IMLC).

erences.

“The entire process will be digital...
We will provide food choices state-
wise so that pilgrims can eat food to
their taste,” the Union Minister added.

Opposition parties, in-
cluding the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD), have expressed
concern that the SIR pro-
cess may be misused to
disenfranchise voters, par-
ticularly the poor and mar-
ginalised communities.

In response, the ECI stat-
ed that the exercise is being
conducted strictly in line
with the provisions of Ar-
ticle 326 of the Constitution
and the Representation of
the People Act, 1950. It said
the aim is to remove ineli-
gible entries while ensuring
that no eligible voter is left
out.

“Commission stated that
SIR is being conducted per
provisions of Article 326,
RP Act 1950 & instructions
issued on 24.06.2025. Party
representatives raised con-
cerns related to SIR. Each
concern which was raised
by any member of PP was
fully addressed by the Com-
mission,” the ECI said in an
official post.

The Commission also clar-
ified that while some party
representatives had prior
appointments, others were
allowed to join the meeting

is under control: Water
Resources Department

TDG NETWORK
BHUBANESHWAR

The Water Resources De-
partment of the Odisha gov-
ernment has said that the
flood situation in the state
is currently under control,
with water levels of several
rivers receding.

Speaking to reporters on
Thursday, Sagar Mohanty,
the Engineer In Chief,
Procurement in Water Re-
sources Department of the
Odisha government, said,
“Currently, the flood situ-
ation in Odisha is under
control. Almost all the riv-
ers are receding, including
Subarnarekha, Budha-
balanga, and Jalaka. The
flood levels are currently
below the danger level...
The water that has entered
the locality is also receding,
and the river is falling...”

For today, the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD) has issued an orange
alert for heavy rainfall in
the districts of Sundergarh,
Jharsuguda, Sambalpur,
and Baragarh.

Avyellow alert, or “watch,”

has been issued for the dis-
tricts of Nuaparha, Bal-
angir, Subarnapur, Baula,
Kandhamal, Gajapati, Raya-
gada, Koraput, Malkangiri,
and Nabarangpur.

Meanwhile, the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD) said on Thursday
that the state has already
received 29 per cent of the
excess rainfall.

“In the last 24 hours, there
was widespread rainfall
activity over the state, with
five places recording very
heavy rainfall, and seven
places recorded heavy

rainfall activity. Till today,
305.8 mm rainfall has oc-
curred across the state...
There is 29% excess rainfall
already,” said Manorama
Mohanty, Director, IMD
Bhubaneswar.

She added, “An upward
cyclone circulation lies
over North Odisha and
the adjoining area of West
Bengal... Odisha is likely
to experience good rainfall
activity, with heavy to very
heavy rainfall expected over
the state. Over the next 24
hours, heavy to very heavy
rainfall is likely to occur
at isolated places in the
districts of Sundargarh,
Jharsuguda, Bargarh and
Sambalpur... Widespread
rainfall activity is very likely
over the next 24 hours...”

On June 30, Odisha Min-
ister of Rural Development
Rabi Narayan Naik had said,
“... Districts like Balasore &
Mayurbhanj have been af-
fected more, and the Odisha
government has announced
the closure of all the schools
in these areas because of the
amount of rain these areas
are receiving...”

Assam, Meghalaya to sign MoU to
define boundaries between States

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Fri-
day announced the signing
of a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) to define
boundaries between Assam
and Meghalaya.

In a post on social media
X, the CM wrote that the
signed MoU would help
people and administration
have clarity on the jurisdic-
tion and would also allow
governance to shine in the
“once grey areas.”

“In1972, when Meghalaya
was carved out, a significant
portion of its boundary with
Assam was left ambiguous,
often leading to chaos and

PM Modji’s foreign
policy ‘faulty’, creating
enemies: Kharge

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

AICC president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Friday called the
BJP-led NDA government’s
foreign policy “faulty” and as
aresult, India has enemies in
all corners.

Addressing the ‘Samajika
Nyaya Samara Bheri,” here,
Kharge alleged that PM Modi
hastravelled to 42 countries in
the world, but so far he has not
visited Manipur, where people
are dying.

“His foreign policy is not
good, because of which we
have enemies from all corners.
On one side, there is China
and on the other, Pakistan.
Today, Nepal is also distanc-
ing itself from us. Everybody
is moving away from us,” said
the Congress veteran.

He blamed Modi for “ruin-
ing” the country’s economy
during the past 11 years and
for “destroying” the Constitu-
tion.

“If someone gives Modi a
cap or a medal he will wear
it and go around,” he mocked
at the PM, demanding that he
should care for Indian farm-
ers and people. “And Modi ji,
where are you? He is visiting
eight countries, but he’s not
looking towards his country’s
people. He is not looking at
the farmers of this country,”
he added.

tension between our states.
50 years later, in 2022,
under the leadership of
Adarniya @narendramodi
Ji and in the presence of
Adarniya @AmitShah Ji,
our two states signed a his-
toric MoU to begin defin-
ing our boundaries. 6/12
disputed areas have been
resolved and earmarked for
boundary works, and fruits
of that agreement are now
flowing in as the first pillars
get erected.

So, how do these pillars

improve harmony between
the sister states?

People and administra-
tion on both sides now have
clarity on jurisdiction. Gov-
ernance can finally shine in
these “once grey areas”, the
post read.

Meanwhile, on July 3, CM
Sarma challenged the Con-
gress to say that cow slaugh-
ter in the name of sacrifice
was a “heinous crime”, stat-
ing that it would take seven
lifetimes for the Opposition
party to say it.

“I challenge Congress to
muster the courage to tell
the Muslim community in
Assam that cow slaughter
in the name of sacrifice is
a heinous crime. They will
never be able to say it. When
it comes to the rights of Gau
mata (cow), the BJP does not
care about any vote bank,”
Sarma posted on X.

He said that the BJP has
the courage to say that Is-
lam doesn’t mandate cow
sacrifice and allows for the
sacrifices of other animals.

“They will never speak
against Qurbani. However,
the BJP has the courage to
say it clearly: Islam doesn’t
mandate cow sacrifice spe-
cifically. Qurbani can be of
other animals, too.

Chhattisgarh CM reviews IT initiatives

TDG NETWORK
RAIPUR

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai on Thursday reaffirmed
the state’s commitment to
digital transformation, call-
ing electronics and informa-
tion technology a key pillar
in the vision of ‘Viksit Chhat-
tisgarh 2047’, aligned with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s ‘Viksit Bharat 2047
roadmap.

While chairing a high-level
review meeting of the Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology Department at
Mantralaya Mahanadi Bha-
wan, CM Sai directed offi-
cials to accelerate the rollout
of mobile towers and fibre
optic networks, particularly
in remote and underserved
regions such as Bastar and
Surguja. “In order to ensure
governance that is efficient,
transparent and accessible,

» )
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it is essential to strengthen
digital infrastructure across
the state,” said CM Sai.
Officials informed during
the meeting that a target of
installing over 5000 mobile
towers has been set, which
will be achieved in a phased
manner within a defined
timeline. Under e-District
2.0, the government will
expand its current 85 online
services to include 250 more,
enabling citizens to access
key schemes and facilities

from home. The move will
save time and reduce travel
costs for the public. The CM
also directed officials to up-
grade the State Data Centre
to Tier-III standards for en-
hanced digital reliability.

In the meeting, Chief Min-
ister Sai inquired about the
progress of major projects
run by the department in
the state, like Atal Monitor-
ing Portal, Niyad Nellnar
and LWE Saturation Dash-
board, BharatNet Phase-2,
Chhattisgarh State Data
Centre (CGSDC), Aadhar
Enrollment In-House Model,
e-District 2.0, CG Swan, e-
Procurement and Capacity
Building and other schemes.

Principal Secretary Mrs.
Niharika Barik highlighted
key digital milestones, in-
cluding the long-pending
data centre upgrade tender,
now finalised after four
years.

More Village More Water Chhattisgarh celebrates Water Conservation Week

TDG NETWORK
BALRAMPUR

The Chhattisgarh Govern-
ment is celebrating Water
Conservation Week under
the ‘More Village More Wa-
ter Campaign’ from 30 June
to 7 July. Nayantara Singh
Tomar, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of District Panchayat
Balrampur, shared infor-
mation about the water
conservation campaign with
media.

Ministry of Jal Shakti had
launched the Jal Shakti Ab-
hiyan (JSA) in the year 2019
in 1,592 blocks out of 2,836
blocks in 256 water-stressed
districts of the country. In
2021, “Jal Shakti Abhiyan:
Catch the Rain” (JSA: CTR)
with the theme “Catch the
Rain - Where it Falls When
it Falls” was launched by
Hon’ble Prime Minister
subsuming Catch the Rain
(CTR) campaign to cover
all the blocks of all districts

C R Paatil, Minister, Jal Shakti, launched Jal
Shakti Abbiyan: Catch the Rain - 2025 with the
theme “Jal Sanchay Fan Bbagidari - Jan Jagrukta
KiOr” on 22nd March 2025, World Water Day.

(rural as well as urban ar-
eas) across the country. JSA:
CTR has become an annual
feature since 2021.

C R Paatil, Minister, Jal
Shakti, launched Jal Shakti
Abhiyan: Catch the Rain
- 2025 with the theme “Jal

Sanchay Jan Bhagidari - Jan
Jagrukta Ki Or” on 22nd
March 2025, World Wa-
ter Day. It has been imple-
mented from 22.03.2025
to 30.11.2025, emphasising
deeper grassroots engage-
ment, inter-sectoral con-

vergence and innovative
financing mechanisms with
special focus on 148 districts
identified by CGWB.

Five focused interventions,
like in the previous years, in-
clude (i) water conservation
and rainwater harvesting;
(ii) enumerating, geo-tag-
ging & making inventory of
all water bodies; prepara-
tion of scientific plans for
water conservation based on
it; (iii) setting up of Jal Shakti
Kendras in all districts; (iv)

Intensive afforestation; and
(v) awareness generation.
“Khandwa is the district
that has done the best work
in water conservation across
the entire country. The Min-
istry of Jal Shakti of the Gov-
ernment of India has recog-
nised it... Awareness about
water has also increased
throughout the state...”
Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav had said
on the Jal Ganga Conserva-
tion Campaign on June 30.
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INDIAN STOCKS SETTLE IN GREEN ON FRIDAY

GOLD DECLINES RS 600 TO RS 99,020/10 6

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

eeping the intraday
gains intact, Indian
tock indices settled

in the green on Friday, de-
spite continued foreign
portfolio investor (FPI) out-
flows.

This marks the first jump
in the domestic indices
after multiple sessions of
losses.

The Sensex closed at
83,432.89 points, up 193.42
points or 0.23 per cent. The
Nifty closed at 25,461.00
points, up 55.70 points or
0.22 per cent. Sensex and
Nifty on a cumulative basis
declined 0.4-0.7 per cent
during this week.

Among the sectoral indi-
ces, Nifty FMCG, Nifty IT,
Nifty media, Nifty pharma,
Nifty PSU bank, Nifty re-
alty, Nifty oil and gas were
the top movers, while Nifty
metal and Nifty auto were
the top losers, NSE data
showed.

“The Indian market is ex-
periencing a pause as inves-
tors adopt a wait-and-watch
strategy ahead of the im-
pending US tariff deadline,
with mixed global cues. On-
going FII outflows reflect a

risk-off approach, while DIT
inflows are offering partial
support,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit In-
vestments Limited.

“Following the recent ral-
ly, main indices are hover-
ing near peak valuation lev-
els, limiting further upside,
which is highly dependent
on Q1 earnings and details
of the trade deal. In the
mid- and small-cap space,
the market has shifted to
being more stock-specific
following the recent recov-
ery,” Nair added.

Barring Friday, India’s
stock benchmarks re-
mained in the red this
week, which analysts at-
tribute to profit booking by
investors.

“After 5 straight sessions

of losses, the market re-
mained in a consolidation
phase as investors stayed
on the sidelines ahead of
the July 9 deadline set by
U.S. President Donald
Trump for trade tariff ne-
gotiations,” said Sundar
Kewat, Technical and De-
rivatives Analyst, Ashika
Institutional Equity -
Ashika Stock Broking part
of Ashika Group.

Analysts earlier opined
uncertainties around ex-
tension in Trump recipro-
cal tariffs beyond July 9,
and an India-US bilateral
trade agreement weighed
on the Indian stock indices
this week.

Last week, Indian stock
indices stayed in the green
for the fourth straight ses-

Gold prices declined Rs
600to Rs 99,020 per 10
grams in the national
capital on Friday due to
fresh selling by stockists,
according to the All India
Sarafa Association.

The yellow metal of 99.9
per cent purity had settled
atRs 99,620 per 10 grams
on Thursday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent
purity slipped Rs 500 to
Rs 98,500 per 10 grams
(inclusive of all taxes). It
had closed at Rs 99,000 per
10 grams in the previous
market close.

“Gold prices declined
on Friday as the US dollar
and treasury yields moved
higher following stronger

sion, lending support from
positive global cues, rela-
tive peace on the Israel-Iran
conflict front, and hopes of
a possible extension of the
July 9 tariff deadline by the
US administration.

At abroader level, India’s
strong domestic funda-
mentals, a responsive RBI,
and good monsoon condi-
tions have been supporting
the financial markets. US
markets are hitting all-time

than expected US macro-
economic data.

“Furthermore, the macro
data reduced the expecta-
tion of a interest rate cut by
the US Federal Reserve,
which also negatively im-
pacted gold prices,” Saumil
Gandhi, Senior Analyst,
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.

Silver prices also plunged
Rs 1,000 to Rs 1,04,800
per kilogram (inclusive of
all taxes) on Friday. It had
finished at Rs 1,05,800 per
kg in the previous market
close.

Spot gold in the inter-
national markets went up
marginally to USD 3,334.45
perounce.

highs, and the US dollar
is weakening; as a result,
emerging markets like In-
dia are benefiting. A com-
fortable inflation number
in India is another positive.

In 2024, Sensex and Nifty
accumulated a growth of
about 9-10 per cent each.
In 2023, Sensex and Nifty
gained 16-17 per cent, on a
cumulative basis. In 2022,
they gained a mere 3 per
cent each.

Govt extends NPS tax benefits to new unified pension scheme

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry has
announced that all tax ben-
efits available under the
National Pension System
(NPS) will also apply to the
Unified Pension Scheme
(UPS).

The announcement is a
significant move that will
make UPS more attractive
for central government em-
ployees.

The Unified Pension
Scheme was introduced
earlier this year as an option
under NPS for recruits join-
ing the central government
civil services from April 1,
2025.

Existing government em-
ployees who are already
under NPS have also been
given a one-time option to

switch to UPS.

To make this new pension
plan smoother to imple-
ment, the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority (PFRDA)
issued the necessary rules
and regulations in March
2025.

Now, with the latest deci-
sion, the government has

ensured that employees
opting for UPS will get the
same tax relief and incen-
tives as those available un-
der NPS.

This includes deductions
on contributions and other
tax-saving benefits, making
the scheme more financial-
ly appealing.

The decision brings parity

between the two schemes
and provides a level playing
field for employees choos-
ing UPS over the traditional
NPS.

“The inclusion of UPS
under the tax framework
marks another step for-
ward in the Government’s
effort to strengthen retire-
ment security for Central
Government employees
through transparent, flex-
ible and tax-efficient op-
tions,” the Finance Ministry
stated in a statement.

The Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS) is a pension
scheme for central govern-
ment employees in India,
introduced as an option
alongside the National Pen-
sion System (NPS).

The objective of the
scheme is to provide a more
predictable and secure re-

tirement income for gov-
ernment employees.

The scheme offers an as-
sured pension, with the
government contributing
18.5 per cent of the em-
ployee’s basic salary and
dearness allowance and the
employee contributing 10
per cent.

The scheme is designed
to replace the NPS for new
recruits and allow existing
NPS members to opt in.

On the other hand, the
National Pension System
is a retirement benefit
Scheme introduced by the
Government of India to
facilitate a regular income
post-retirement for all the
subscribers.

PFRDA (Pension Fund
Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority) is the gov-
erning body for NPS.

India does not enter trade deals based on deadline: Goyal

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Friday emphasised that
India will only enter into
trade agreements, including
the proposed US Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA),
when they serve the coun-
try’s national interests and
offer mutual benefits.

Speaking on the sidelines
of the 16th Toy Biz B2B expo
in New Delhi, Goyal made it
clear that India’s approach
to international trade nego-
tiations remains firm and
principled.

“It should be a win-win
agreement, and only when
India’s interests are safe-
guarded -- national interest
will always be supreme --

and keeping that in mind, if
a good deal is formed, India
is always ready to engage
with developed countries,”
the minister stated.

Goyal emphasised that
India negotiates on its own
terms.

The minister revealed that
India is currently engaged
in trade discussions with
multiple countries across
different continents.

“Discussions are ongoing
with various countries -- be
it the European Union, New
Zealand, Oman, the US,
Chile, or Peru. Talks about
agreements are underway
with many nations,” he

Malabar Gold inaugurates

manufacturin

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

Malabar Gold & Diamonds,
the 5th largest jewellery re-
tailer globally with over 400
showrooms across 13 coun-
tries, has launched its state-
of-the-art, fully integrated
jewellery manufacturing
unit, the largest of its kind,
in Hyderabad, Telangana.
Located at the General Park,
Maheshwaram in Ranga
Reddy district and spread
over 3.45lakh sq. ft, the first
of its kind integrated man-
ufacturing unit marks the
group’s largest among its 14
manufacturing units across
India and the GCC countries.

The integrated manufac-
turing facility brings all the
critical operations such as

W

design, refining, manufac-
turing, quality assurance,
hallmarking, warehousing
and supply chain manage-
ment under one roof. The
unit has an annual produc-
tion capacity of over 4.7
tonnes of gold jewellery and
1.8 lakh carats of diamond
jewellery along with an an-
nual gold refining capacity of

g site in Hyderabad

78 tonnes and employs over
2,750 skilled artisans from 18
states while ensuring safety,
security, well-being and con-
venience of the workforce.
The facility has 40% of its
workforce recruited fromlo-
cal population and maintains
workforce composition with
an overall male-to-female ra-
tio of 80:20.

said.

However, Goyal stressed
that the multiplicity of ne-
gotiations does not mean
India is in a rush to con-
clude deals. “A Free Trade
Agreement is only possible
when there is mutual ben-
efit,” he explained.

“India never enters into
trade deals based on dead-
lines or time pressure. A
deal is accepted only when
it is fully matured, well-ne-
gotiated, and in the national
interest,” Goyal stated.

This approach reflects
India’s confidence in its
negotiating position and
its commitment to secur-

ing favourable terms for its
economy and businesses.

At the toy expo, Goyal ex-
pressed optimism about the
growth potential of India’s
toy manufacturing sector,
highlighting both domestic
and international opportu-
nities.

“I am sure with the high
quality goods I am seeing
here, they will all be find-
ing good market with the
whole gulf region all the
6 countries of the Middle
East as they are today find-
ing in nearly 153 countries
in the world,” the minister
said, praising the quality of
Indian toy products.

Sebi bans US-based Jane

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi
has barred US-based Jane
Street Group from the
securities markets and
directed the group to dis-
gorge unlawful gains of Rs
4,843 crore for allegedly
manipulating stock indices
through positions taken in
derivatives segment.

This could be the highest
disgorgement amount ever
directed by the Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (Sebi).

In its interim order, the
regulator has debarred JSI
Investments, JSI2 Invest-
ments Pvt Ltd, Jane Street
Singapore Pte Litd, and Jane
Street Asia Trading — enti-
ties collectively referred to
as the Jane Street Group —
from trading until further
notice, while continuing its
investigation.

Established in 2000,
Jane Street Group LLCis a
global proprietary trading
firm in the financial ser-
vices industry. It employs
more than 2,600 people
across five offices in the US,
Europe, and Asia, and con-
ducts trading operations in
45 countries.

The Jane Street (JS)
Group has come under
Sebi’s scrutiny for allegedly
manipulating index levels
in the stock market to earn
illegal profits, primarily
through the highly liquid
Bank Nifty and Nifty index
options segments.

An investigation by Sebi
revealed that over 21 expiry
days between January 2023
and May 2025, the group
executed large trades in the

underlying cash and fu-
tures markets to influence
index movements and prof-
it from massive positions in
the options market.

Two key strategies were
identified- one involved
buying heavily in Bank
Nifty stocks and futures
in the morning and selling
them aggressively in the
afternoon to create a softer
close, while the other in-
volved concentrated selling
or buying in the last two
hours of the expiry day to
sway index levels.

These actions helped the
group earn illegal profits of
about Rs 4,843 crore, even
as they incurred smaller
losses in cash and futures
trades, the regulator said.

Sebi also noted that be-
tween January 2023 and
March 2025, the JS Group
recorded substantial trad-
ing activity across various
segments of the market.
The group made gains of
Rs 44,358 crore from in-
dex options trading, which
formed the bulk of their
profits.

However, these were
partially offset by losses of
Rs 7,208 crore in stock fu-
tures, Rs 191 crore in index
futures, and Rs 288 crore

Street from securities market

in the cash market. After
accounting for all gains
and losses, the JS Group
reported a net total profit of
Rs 36,671 crore during this
period, Sebi noted.

The case stems from me-
dia reports in April 2024,
which suggested that Jane
Street and its related enti-
ties may have used unau-
thorised proprietary trad-
ing strategies in the Indian
options market.

Sebi noted that the JS
Group continued to carry
out suspicious trading ac-
tivities, mainly near mar-
ket closing on expiry day,
by making large and ag-
gressive trades to unfairly
influence the index, even
after receiving a warning
in February and making
promises to the NSE to stop
such practices.

“Such egregious behav-
iour, in clear disregard/
defiance of the explicit
advisory issued to them
by NSE in February 2025,
amply demonstrates that
unlike the vast majority
of Foreign Portfolio Inves-
tors and other market
participants, JS Group is
not a good faith actor that
can be, or deserves to be,
trusted.

Microsoft closes its Pakistan

office after 25 years

AGENCIES
KARACHI

Tech giant Microsoft has
announced to shut down
its limited operations in
Pakistan as part of its global
strategy to reduce work-
force, which various stake-
holders termed on Friday
as a troubling sign for the
country’s economy.Micro-
soft, while closing its office
in Pakistan on Thursday
after 25 years, cited global
restructuring and a shift to
a cloud-based, partner-led
model.

The move came as the tech
giant cut roughly 9,100 jobs
worldwide (or about 4 per
cent of its workforce) in its
largest layoff round since
2023.

Jawwad Rehman, former
founding Country Manager
of Microsoft Pakistan, urged
the government and I'T min-
ister to engage with the tech
giants with a bold KPI (Key
Performance Indicators)
driven plan.

He said the exit reflected

AN

the current business cli-
mate. Even global giants
like Microsoft find it unsus-
tainable to stay;he posted on
LinkedIn.

Former Pakistan president
Arif Alvi, ina post on X, also
expressed concern over Mi-
crosoft shutting down op-
erations.

It is a troubling sign for
our economic future, he
wrote.

He claimed Microsoft once
considered Pakistan for ex-
pansion, but that instability
led the company to choose

Vietnam instead by late
2022.

The opportunity was
lost,he wrote.

Jawwad explained that
Microsoft didn’t operate
a full commercial base in
Pakistan, relying instead
on liaison offices focused
on enterprise, education,
and government clients.

Over recent years, much of
that work had already shift-
ed tolocal partners, while li-
censing and contracts were
managed from its European
hub in Ireland.

Crypto Boom: India needs regulatory protection now

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The crypto revolution in
India is no longer confined
only to tech start-ups in
Bengaluru or investment
firms in Mumbai. From the
narrow lanes of Jaipur to
the by-lanes of Coimbatore
and Dibrugarh, a new wave
of financial participation is
unfolding, which is driven
not by metro profession-
als but by citizens living in
Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities who
see digital assets as a ladder
to financial stability. Indus-
try statistics indicate that
roughly 50 percent of In-
dia’s crypto trading volume
is currently coming from
these smaller cities, and that
participation is accelerating
at over 40 percent annually
in several areas.

What is more surprising is the level of
grassroots energy. Training academies
in cities like Nagpur are seeing record
enrolment. One trainer alone claims to have
taught over 1,500 newcomers since 2023.

What's fueling this boom
outside the urban core is
not just curiosity or specula-
tion, it is practical economic
necessity. In many tier-2
towns, access to traditional
banking, capital markets,
or even stable incomes is
limited. Small business
owners, homemakers, and
students are using crypto
to bypass these structural
barriers. The average trade
sizes, around Rs 10,000,
reflect a cautious but hope-

ful attempt to supplement
stagnant wages or expand
limited savings.

The change is apparent
everywhere, in cities like
Patna, Indore, and Surat,
crypto has become an ev-
eryday topic. Seven of the
top ten crypto-active cities
in India today are not met-
ros, but smaller towns that
have never been involved in
the fintech conversation in
the past. As smartphones
become cheaper and the

internet more accessible,
there has already been a
convergence of sorts. Dur-
ing and after the pandemic,
a remote-work culture and
an internet-first mindset
allowed even remote users
to explore crypto markets.
Many young Indians now
turn to crypto not for quick
gains, but because it repre-
sents a real opportunity to
understand and participate
in the global financial eco-
system.

What is more surprising
is the level of grassroots
energy. Training academies
in cities like Nagpur are see-
ing record enrolment. One
trainer alone claims to have
taught over 1,500 newcom-
ers since 2023. Platforms
tailored for Indian users
have also played a role in
making onboarding easier.

Social media, YouTube tu-
torials in vernacular lan-
guages, and peer-to-peer
discussions have helped
simplify what would oth-
erwise be intimidating tech.
This kind of access and as-
piration explains why India
is now ranked number one
globally in grassroots crypto
adoption.

‘Women are also not left be-
hind in this movement and
are joining in greater num-
bers too. A recent survey
recorded a ten-fold increase
in female participation, with
states like Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan contributing sig-
nificantly. For many of these
users, crypto represents
financial inclusion, inde-
pendence, and the ability
to explore wealth-building
avenues beyond traditional
gold or savings accounts.
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TIBET - THE COLLECTIVE FAILURE OF THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY

OPINION
MAJ. VIJAI SINGH MANKOTIA

ixty Five years
have gone by
since His Holiness

The Dalai Lama, after
having fled Tibet, took
residence in the small hill
town of Mcleodganj in
Dharamshala, Himachal
Pradesh. Ten years earlier
in 1951, the world had
witnessed in silence the
Peoples Liberation Army of
Mao Zedong’s China carry
out its naked aggression
and annexation of Tibet.
A peace loving people,
persuing their religious
activities and preserving
their rich culture were
invaded and forced into
subjugation.

That silence continues,

but for a few resultions and
photo ops with the Dalai
Lama many a times with
US congressional leaders,
parliamentary and Tibet
support groups and organ-
isations espousing the cause
of freedom and democracy.
My own memory takes
me back to the autumn and
winter of 1962. The unfa-
miliar and inhospitable ter-
rain of the North East Fron-
tier (NEFA and present day
Arunachal Pradesh) looms
large before my eyes. The
Gorkha Battalion in which
T'd been commissioned just
a few months earlier, had
been stationed in Delhi after
its tenure in the Naushehra
region of J&K. As news of
hostilities breaking-out
with China started spread-
ing, our unit was put on
notice for induction into
the war zone. A few days
later we were airlifted to the
North East Frontier region.
At that young age we had
certain romantic notions of
battles and wars, but soon
the ugliness and the terror
of war hit us. Our own un-
preparedness, the adven-

turism of Lt. General BM
Kaul, the blue-eyed boy and
reported relative of Prime
Minister Nehru, the miscal-
culations of Defense Minis-
ter VK Krishna Menon and
his coterie all led to a most
shameful debacle of our
army, appropriately termed
by Brigadier JP Dalvias ‘the
Himalayan Blunder’.

During the war and post
cease-fire, we were to come
across countless refugees
fleeing Tibet. In the Lohit
Frontier Division there
were atleast half a dozen
such camps and shelters
for them. The condition
of these Tibetan refugees
was pathetic. Men and
women old and young,
children without food for
days, drained of energy and
stamina, many of them sick,
needing to be piggy-backed
by stronger youth, faltering,
fear and hopelessness, pain
and suffering showing in
their eyes, women unable
to hold back their tears,
brutalities and atrocities
of the occupying forces of
China, sending shudders
down ones spine. And still
we remained silent. 1989
brought the Noble Peace
Prize for His Holiness The
Dalai Lama.

Jubilatiouns and celebra-
tions. The Prophet and
Apostle of Peace ! Compas-
sion, Tolerence, Forgive-
ness, Universal Brother-
hood and Harmony ! The
torch bearer of Budha’s

teachings. We embraced
his philosophy, his mes-
sage of ‘love all, hate none’.
Congressional medals fol-
lowed, honours and acco-
lades, world leaders hailing
his wisdom, sympathis-
ing with the Tibean cause.
But beyond that nothing.
The champions of liberty,
freedom and justice hav-
ing lost their capaciy to
show righeous indignation
towards blatant violations
of human rights, genocide
and tyranny, their apathy
and passivity, in full play.
The sheer magnitude of the
tragedy of Tibet defies de-
scriptions.

In retrospect we realise
that the blunders of the
then Prime Minister, Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
then Defence Minister VK
Krishna Menon and of-
course the architect of our
defeat

Lt Gen BM Kaul, whose
over ambition to become
the next Army Chief led
to this humiliation of 1962
against the Chinese on-
slaught, a black spot that
was to haunt us for years
and years to come. Nehru,
we realise now went over-
board in his effort to seal a
permanent peace-pact with
Mao Zedong and Zhou En-
lai’s China not heading to
the frequent warnings of
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Pa-
tel, India’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Home Min-
ister, sacrificing Tibet in

the process. It is a historical
fact that Tibet was never a
part of China, though at the
height of China’s golden era,
they did claim sovereignty
over Tibet. During Brit-
ish rule over India which
lasted a good two hundred
years or so, in the Great
Game of the nineteenth
century, between Britain
and Russia to gain influence
over Central Assia, primar-
ily Afghanistan, Persia and
Tibet, the China factor was
never of much relevance.
It's a recorded fact that in
the seventh century Songt-
sen Gampo established a
Tibetan Empire covering
a large portion of Western
China. Historically Tibet
has always been an inde-
pendent state and a buffer
between Russia, British,
India and China. In 1914
the Shimla Convention was
signed during the British
rule of India that delineated
boundaries. Hower, after
the Long March of the com-
munists lead by Mao Ze-
dong with China emerging
as a powerful communist
region, Tibet was invaded
and annexed in 1950. The
greater folly committed by
Nehru was not to take the
matter of Tibet’s invasion,
naked aggression and an-
nexation by China to the
United Nations but to sign
an agreement with China
in 1954, recognising Tibet
as “Tibet region of China”.
Ethnic cleansing of Ti-

bet, by China, continues
unabated. Tibet’s demogra-
phy is being surreptitiously
changed by promoting peo-
ple from main land China to
migrate and settle in Tibet.
The suppression of Tibet-
ans and their demand for
freedom is being brutally
suppressed and put down
by the Chinese.

The recent clashes of Chi-
nese and Indian troops in
Galwan Valley further ag-
grevated relations and the
possibility of any dialogue.
And the face-off with Paki-
stan after the Pahalgaon
massacre of Indian tourist
in April this year, leading to
India launching Operation
Sindoor against Pakistan
has brought to the fore the
open and undisguised sup-
port of China for Pakistan
in the operation with their
armament, air power and
interception platforms.

We are now at a crucial
stage of history. Are we still
going to be ambient and
passive about the Tibet is-
sue, or are we, if we pride
ourselves to be the third
powerful global power, go-
ing to forcefully stand up for
the Tibetan cause, its right
to freedom and return to
their motherland. China has
turned into an international
bully. Sooner or later it has
to be confronted . Its settle-
ments across Arunachal
Pradesh and Bhutan threat-
en the peace process.

There are reports that the

Chinese, as part of their
covert operations have
breached the Dalai Lama’s
inner-circle, with the inten-
tion of subverting the suc-
cession procedure, post the
Dalai Lama’s passing away.
Dharamshala, the abode
of the Dalai Lama is under
constant surveillence of the
Chinese regime and it’s al-
leged that money is flow-
ing freely into the willing
hands of Chinese-Tibetans,
not immure from tempta-
tion and the lure of wealth.
Amidst rising speculation,
much rhetoric and uncon-
cealed passion, the debate
rages. Are we on the brink
of the third World War! Per-
haps. Russia and Uzbeki-
stan. Israel and Iran. China
and Taiwan. India and Pak-
istan. USA and China, The
master-puppeteers. Donald
Trump and Xi Jinping ! In
every country, since time-
immemorial , there have
been emperors and kings,
dictators and despots,
heads of ruthless and re-
pressive regimes who have
let loose brutality, terror,
oppression and genocide
on innocent unsuspecting
and peace loving people.
History is replete with such
examples and history is
also witness to the ultimate
downfall of such symbols of
tyranny and evil, whether
it be a Hitler, a Stalin, a Idi
Amin or a Saddam Hus-
sain. China too will implode
from within. One day. Some

day! For after all, the Soviet
Union, the only other Super
Power besides America, did
finally collapse and disinte-
grate. On the global stage
the cycle of emergence and
collapse of nations and
power blocks continues.
Such is the law of nature.
The fluidity of the present
scenario also suggests that
a great churning is taking
place.

Tiananmen massacre
took place in 1989. The ter-
ror of Tiananmen is being
re-invented time and time
again in Tibet and Xinjiang
. Yet the freedom loving
democracies of the world
watch helplessly the Ti-
betan tragedy being played
out day after day, month
after month, year after year
and now it’s 75 years. His
Holiness The Dalai Lama
is touching ninety. On the
6th of July this year we cel-
ebrate his Ninetieth birth-
day. ‘One day we will return
to our homeland’ says the
Dalai Lama, never tiring of
repeating it. Holding out
Hope. Never letting go of the
dream. FREE TIBET'!
Major Vijai Singh Mankotia,
Former Minister, Tourism,
Civil Aviation & Law, Him-
achal Pradesh, War Veteran,
1962 Sino-Indian War, 19635,
1971, Indo-Pak Wars; Sword
Of Honour & Gold Medal, Ima
Debradun (Fune 1962); Hon-
oured By Chief Of The Army
Staff (Nov’ 2024); Veteran
Achiever Medallion

A Heart to Heart for the Divyang

FROWNING

PROHIBITED
JAS KOHLI

Many senior citizens have
nostalgia pre-loaded into
their vocal apparatus- they
love to wax eloquent about
the times when they were
looking up to their lives
and not looking down upon
them. A few days ago, I too
happened to go down the
memory lane. After getting
correction of the home elec-
tricity bill in the electricity
board office, I had to deposit
some amount at the counter
in the same building. But
the job was as easy as say-
ing one two three. In fact, it
was an anti-climax because
there was no waiting.

I remembered the times
when there were long
queues at the same place
since there was no other
modality of paying bills
(The inventors of internet
and digital payments were
dreamers in those days and
became movers and shak-
ers later on). Often, so much
time was spent in deposit-
ing a bill that by the time
they finished the task, some
persons noticed increase in
the number of grey hairs.
The queues helped develop
patience and docility in the
population which in turn
prevented riots and up-
heavals.

If the employee at the
counter went for a break
just when the turn ar-
rived, one felt like banging
one’s head on the counter.
Musclemen honed their
intimidatory techniques
by breaking the queue and
then bullying those who
tried to protest. Situation
at the railway stations was
no better- the queues could
be longer than the length
of the trains. Often, by the
time one was able to buy the
ticket, the train had already
left.

If there was a breakdown
in the electricity supply, one
could ring up the complaint
number via the landline
phone. Despite praying for
it be answered, it used to be

offices.

During the licence permit
quota raj, many manufac-
turers enjoyed monopoly
for decades. Only two mod-
els of cars were available.
But these low tech, mildly
aerodynamic, breakdown
prone vehicles could only
be purchased after a wait-
ing period of five years or
more after the booking. I
remember the comment
about these in the “World
Car’ magazine- Cars man-
ufactured in India do get
upgraded every few years,
by alteration of the front
bumper!

Those who were at the
helm of affairs in Door-
darshan, suffered from the
extreme form of inertia- for
years and years, educa-
tional programs and in-
sipid serials were telecast at
prime time. So, people had
no choice but to bring VCP
(Video Cassette Player) on
rent along with three or
four movie cassettes. If all
family members had red
eyes, it was unlikely to be
due to conjunctivitis. Most

Ifthere was a breakdown in the electricity
supply, one could ring up the complaint
numbervia the landline phone. Despite
praying for it be answered, it used to be
non-responsive most of the times.

non-responsive most of the
times. In that case, one had
to do another project- go to
the electricity board office
to look for the lineman on
duty, who had a predilec-
tion for the game of hide
and seek.

In those days, the slowest
moving object on earth was
‘the file’ in an Indian office.
Sometimes, it would move
only a few inches in a year.
In business families, having
two sons was pragmatic-
because one was occupied
in making endless rounds
of banks and government

likely, they would have
binge watched movies on
VCP.

The youngsters in those
times used to opine that
only a revolution could save
the country. Then, two rev-
olutions happened without
the firing of a single bullet.
The liberalization of 1991
unshackled the economy
while digitalization simpli-
fied the tedious tasks.

Though life isn’t perfect even
nowadays, it bas never been
better. So, count your blessings
rather than the shortcomings in
yourself orin the system!

OPINION

PRIYAS. TANDON

Are Education and Vidya,
synonymous? Education or
Shiksha, imparted in schools
provides certification, but
may or may not lead to
learning. Vidya refers to
knowledge and wisdom. It
nurtures theintellectand the
soul. Imparting and imbibing
Vidya, ensures learning,.

A mother knows when her
child is hungry, sleepy; tired
...becausesheis connected. A
father, while communicating
with his child, either squats
to the child’s level or lifts the
child up in his arms. Because
for effective communication,
there has to be eye-to-eye
and heart-to-heart contact.
Children express them-
selves best, to their parents.
But after infancy, inevitably
they need to move on to the
schools.

Schools therefore, need
to be cognisant of different
kinds of learners and differ-
ent methodologies of teach-
ing. Different children, learn
in different ways and at dif-
ferent paces. Each one of us
is born different in looks, co-
lour, height, blood group etc.
So too, each one of us is dif-
ferently wired, in the brain.
This s called Neurodiversity,

and it is nature’s norm.

Only a handful of people
understand that specially-
abled children or Divyang, are
not able to learn and under-
stand by conventional meth-
ods of teaching. The norm
has been to send them to
special schools. But this iso-
lates them, from mainstream
life. They miss out on a lot
and often end up as social
outcasts. The New Educa-
tion Policy - NEP 2020, rec-
ognises that all schools need
to be ‘inclusive’. This means
that school premises, cur-
riculum, teachers and peer
mindsets should be adapted
and open towards including
all kinds of learners.

Iwork as a volunteer with
the Sri Sathya Sai Vidya
Vahini (SSSVV). Sri Sathya
Sai Vidya Vahini (SSSVV)
is a volunteer driven, digital
initiative of the Sri Sathya
Sai Central Trust focus-
ing on providing Integral
Education to rural schools.
The Ministry of Education,
invited Sri Sathya Sai Vidya
Vahini to create content, fit
for inclusive classrooms. We
started creating such content
in January, 2022. The content
created by the volunteers of
SSSVV is uploaded to the
Prime Minister’s DIKSHA
Portal.

TheGlobal Education Sum-
mit 2025 was held in Pras-
anthi Nilayam, Puttaparthi,
Andhra Pradesh, under the
spiritual aegis of Bhagawan
Sri Sathya Sai Baba, from
June 25-27, 2025, at the Sai
Hira Global Convention Cen-
tre. This summit was held
to brainstorm on, ‘Neurodi-

versity to Neuroplasticity’.
Neurodiversity, recognises
neurological differences as
natural variations of the hu-
man brain; being not deficits.
Neuroplasticity, enunciates
that the brain is capable of
reorganizing itself and form-
ingadded neural connections
all through life. A galaxy of
experts from the field of edu-
cation both traditional and
allied, attended the conclave.
Why should super-intelli-
gent children be labelled as
nerds, or the slow ones as
unintelligent, or difficult?
All children/learners should
be accepted as they are, and
taught as they need to be
taught. If they can’t learn
how you teach; just teach
them how they will learn!
In conditions like autism,
ADHD, ASD etc. the neurons
in the brain become lethar-
gic and new dendrites do
not grow. New neural con-
nections are not formed.
But if the brain is exposed
to challenges and stimulat-
ing experiences, the neurons
in the brain, begin to sprout
new dendrites. Music and
dance are ace methods for
helping children who are
specially-abled, to learn as
well as express themselves.
One expert, presented
brain stimulating exercises
titled, ‘Flex your Cortex’. To
my delight, ancient Indian
wisdom and games were
used. I had seen people,
stand in front of the temple
deity, cross-hold their ears
and do mini-squats. I al-
ways thought it was a way
of asking for forgiveness. In
our parents’ generation, this
was also a punishment given
to school children, for being
inattentive or even hyper.
They called it Muruga Bann.
Well! As per the expert, this
simple exercise opens up the
cerebral cortex! Our ancient
wisdom was so scientific!
Ilearnt that the brain is 25%
developed at birth, 70% by
the first birthday and 85%

by the third birthday of the
child. By age five, the brain is
92% developed. For the brain
to develop, the child needs to
be exposed to learning ex-
periences with people and
things, nature, situations,
circumstances, etc.

Traditional Indian wisdom
encourages motherstotalk to
theirunborn foetus. Mothers
are encouraged to talk toand
caress their babies especially
on their head, while breast-
feeding them. This stimulates
the brain. Love and care are
the greatest emotions that
build the emotional well-
being of a child. A child who
is cared for at home often has
better neural connections.

Playgrounds created at
home do not serve the pur-
pose that community play-
grounds do. It is in a play-
ground that the child learns
to interact with children
from other communities,
ages, gender, colour, strata of
society, etc. The interactions
with different kinds of chil-
dren, stimulates the neurons
of the brain to think, process
and understand. This not
only to promotes physical
growth by running, playing
on swings, slides, merry-go-
rounds, etc., it stimulates
the emotional and mental
growth of a child.

This makes me think of
the ancient wisdom to play
and do yoga in the outdoors.
Games like langri taang,
kabaddi, hopscotch, gilli-dan-
da, pallanguzhi ... were about
being in the community and
making social interactions.
Children were made to par-
ticipate in cultural events,
prayers, bhajans, dances,
Ram-leelas, Janmasthmi
celebrations ... the modern
child thinks these are just for
the oldies. The minds of the
children need to be fuelled
always. Prayer and medita-
tion can teach a child to fo-
cus on the inner self. If our
thoughts are focussed, our
mental-health integrates. If

our thoughts are flying in all
directions, our mental-health
dis-integrates.

Our very own Indian Pan-
chatantra stories are fables,
of animals having good and
bad habits. They were writ-
ten at the behest of King
Amaraski, for the benefit
of his three sons, who were
not interested in studying
and would not respond to
regular methodologies of
teaching. The king asked a
scholar Vishnu Sharma, to
devise a method to teach
morals, goodness and gov-
erning skills to his sons. The
author, created a collection of
five volumes known as Pan-
chatantra. The stories therein
are suffused with values and
teachings on multifarious
topics. This would be the first
time content was created for
inclusive education!

Parents are the first teach-
ers of the child. Teachers
often refer to their students
as ‘our children’. So, teach-
ers are the second parents. If
both sets of teachers and par-
ents work together, then the
sky is the limit for the chil-
dren! Parents and teachers
need to upskill themselves to
learn to teach, each learner
the way he/she, wants/needs
tolearn. Our children are our
future. Let’s give them our
best. When Einstein and
Newton, could excel, despite
being autistic, surely anyone
can!

The Global Education Sum-
mit 2025, brought together
many intelligent minds. It
was overwhelming to see the
good work many empathic
souls are doing in this field.
New ideas and practices
were presented. But the an-
cient truths about showering
children with tender loving
care, were at the heart of ev-
erything. As Sri Sathya Sai
Baba said, “Love all, Serve
all. Help Ever, Hurt Never!”
This is the way forward for
parents, teachers and every-
one else!
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TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

n a powerful story of
Idreams, determination,

and innovation rising
from humble beginnings,
government school students
from across Punjab are set
to showcase their entre-
preneurial creations at the
prestigious Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Ropar
on July 5. This isn’t a typi-
cal school exhibition. It’s a
live demonstration of what
happens when the right
policy meets raw talent and
passion.

Nearly 50 teams of gov-
ernment school students —
many from families of daily
wage labourers and mar-
ginal backgrounds — will
pitch their startups before a
gathering of industrialists,
potential investors, and
mentors. The event is part
of the Punjab Government’s
ambitious ‘Business Blaster
Young Entrepreneur’ pro-
gramme, which has become
alaunchpad for young inno-
vators in the state’s public
education system.

A SEED OF CHANGE
Launched in 2022 as a pilot
project, the Business Blast-
er scheme was introduced
to instil entrepreneurial
thinking in school students,
going beyond textbook edu-
cation. Initially rolled out in
just 32 government senior
secondary schools across
9 districts, the programme
reached 11,041 students in
its first year. Encouraged
by the overwhelming re-
sponse, the Punjab School
Education Department ex-
panded the initiative state-
wide.

In the 2024-25 academic
session, the programme has
now touched 1,920 govern-
ment schools and engaged
over 1.38 lakh Class 12 stu-
dents, of whom 52,050 have
been shortlisted based on
their project ideas, feasibil-
ity, and innovation. Each
selected student received
22,000 as seed funding to

EXPLAINER

kick-start their business
idea.

A MINISTER’S VISION
“This programme is not just
about business - it’s about
confidence, about a mindset
shift,” said Punjab Educa-
tion Minister Harjot Singh
Bains, speaking ahead of
the IIT Ropar event. “We
are seeing children of ma-
sons, farm labourers, and
migrant workers dreaming
of becoming job creators,
not job seekers. That is the
real revolution.”

Bains added that 7,500
teams had been selected
through a rigorous evalu-
ation process that involved
concept pitches, product
demonstrations, and com-
munity feedback.

To ensure these student
ventures are adequately
supported, the Education
Department has allocated
21040 crore this year, with
29.38 crore already dis-
bursed to 46,910 students.
The remaining amount is
under process.

STORIES OF
INNOVATION: FROM
RAILWAYS TO
REALITY
Among the many projects
that will be showcased at ITT
Ropar is Protect Plus — a
women’s safety device devel-
oped by a team of eight boys
from GSSS Boys School in
Ferozepur, led by Manthan,
a Class 12 student. The seed
for this innovation was sown
back in 2020, when Man-
than, then just a schoolboy,
was travelling in a train and
sawaman harassing a female
passenger. The incident left
him disturbed and helpless.
That moment etched in his
memory turned into a mis-
sion.

With 216,000 in funding
from the Business Blaster

scheme, Manthan and his
teammates — Gurkirat
Singh, Amandeep Singh,
Sukhman Singh, Arsh-
deep Singh, Kamaldeep
Singh, and Gurmeet Singh
— designed a multi-utility
safety stick branded as
Protect Plus, which in-
cludes a provision to de-
liver an electric shock to
a predator. This device
is intended to empower
women in vulnerable situ-
ations and act as a deter-
rent against harassment.
Their product is more than
a symbolic gesture — it’sa
real, functional safety tool
designed with purpose,
empathy, and usability in
mind.

“We didn’t just want to
make something to show.
We wanted to create some-
thing that could protect
someone’s life,” said Man-
than.

WHEELS OF CHANGE:
AN ELECTRIC DREAM
Then there’s Arjun Chaud-
hary, a 12th pass-out from
Lamini Government School
in Pathankot, who scored
89% in Vocational Electri-
cal. His parents work as
daily wage labourers, and
until recently, Arjun never
imagined he could dream
of starting a business. But
with the seed money and
motivation provided by
the Business Blaster pro-
gramme, Arjun and his
team transformed a simple
cycle into a fully functional
e-cycle.

The e-cycle, which fea-
tures a battery, motor, con-
troller, LED lights, and a
range of up to 70 km at a
speed of 25 km/hr, is not
just a prototype. With a
S-year battery life and a 10-
year motor guarantee, it is
a serious product. Already,
the team has received 15

MINDSET SHIFT

novation and self-belief.

©® Empowering Students: Punjab’s Business Blaster Young Entrepreneur programme is
transforming government school students into budding entrepreneurs by nurturing in-

® Massive Participation: From just 32 schools in 2022, the programme now spans 1,920
schools, engaging over 1.38 lakh Class 12 students across Punjab.

® Seed Funding Support: Each selected student received Rs 2,000 to develop their
startup idea. This year, Rs 9.38 crore has already been disbursed to over 46,000 students.

room.

® Pitch at lIT Ropar: Nearly 50 student-led startup teams will pitch live at [IT Ropar on
July 5 to industrialists, investors, and mentors — a real opportunity beyond the class-

® Protect Plus Innovation: A team from Ferozepur designed a women's safety stick that
can deliver an electric shock to deter attackers, inspired by a disturbing real-life incident.

® Electric Cycle Venture: Arjun Chaudhary, son of daily wage labourers, built a working
e-cycle with a 70 km range and has already received 15 orders.

® Healthy Chocolates Startup: Gagandeep Kaur's team created fox nut and khoya
chocolates, offering healthy, local alternatives to mass-market treats.

® Herbal Heaven Soaps: Jhanvi Dhami developed handmade soaps using neem, rose,
aloe vera, and turmeric. Over 160 units have been sold so far.

® Real-World Learning: Students gain hands-on experience in budgeting, product
design, marketing, teamwork, and public speaking — vital entrepreneurial skills.

® Financial Literacy: Managing seed funds, tracking profits and reinvestments gives
students, often first-generation learners, a practical grasp of money management.

® Policy with Purpose: Education Minister Harjot Singh Bains highlights the pro-
gramme’s aim — shifting mindsets from job-seeking to job-creating, especially for
students from marginalised backgrounds.

preneurship fund.

® Future Vision: The Punjab government plans to institutionalise the initiative through
school-based incubation hubs, higher education partnerships, and a dedicated entre-
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Punjab’s Business Blaster
programme empowers
government school students with
seed funding and mentorship

to launch startups. From safety
devices to e-cycles and berbal
soaps, young innovators are
solving real problems. The
initiative fosters entrepreneurship,
confidence, and financial literacy,
transforming lives across
marginalized communities.

SCHOOL ST

THEIR DEST

confirmed orders for more
such cycles — turning a
school project into a bud-
ding business.

“I always thought only
rich people can start com-
panies,” Arjun told The
Daily Guardian. “But when
the government trusted
us with even 22,000, we
realised someone believes
in us. That belief made the
real difference.”

A

without guilt,” said Gaga-
ndeep, who feels their busi-
ness also supports farmers
indirectly by using locally-
sourced materials.

HERBAL SOAPS

WITH ORGANIC
FRANGRANCES

Then there’s Jhanvi Dhami,
an 18-year-old student
from School of Eminence,
Amloh, who launched her

Arjun Chaudhary, Pathankot Lamini Govt School created E Cycle

SWEET SUCCESS:
FROM FOX NUTS TO
FRAGRANCES
Gagandeep Kaur and her
team decided to take a
different route. They cre-
ated healthy alternatives
to commercial chocolates,
crafting fox nut choco-
lates and khoya choco-
lates that not only taste
good but promote health
and local ingredients.
“We want to give people
something they can enjoy

startup named ‘Herbal
Heaven’. With a team of
two and 216,000 in fund-
ing, Jhanvi began produc-
ing handmade herbal soaps
using rose, neem, aloe vera,
and turmeric. Their soaps,
which have already seen
over 160 units sold, are not
only fragrant but also thera-
peutic.

“Herbal Heaven is not
just a business to us — it’s
a cause,” Jhanvi said. “We
want people to feel proud
of using Indian ingredients
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Gagandeep Kaur, with her team and brand BB choco Dreams

EMPOWERED BY BUSINESS
BLASTER, PUNJAB GOVT
DENTS REWRITE

NY

that heal, not harm.”
According to officials
from the Punjab Educa-
tion Department, the Busi-
ness Blaster initiative is not
about producing the next
unicorn startup overnight.
Instead, it is about build-
ing entrepreneurial think-
ing, problem-solving skills,

andself-confidencein young
students.

“These students learn
real-world lessons — from
budgeting, product devel-
opment, marketing to team-
work and public speaking,”
said a senior officer involved
in programme implementa-
tion. “This learning is price-

o

Protect Plus stick by Manthan and his team members from

GSSS boys Ferozepu
3
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Jhanvi Dhami, school of eminence amloh, created Herbal Soaps

less, especially for children
who never imagined they
could take such bold steps.”

Another key outcome is
financial literacy. Students
manage their seed money,
track profits and losses, and
learn reinvestment principles
— often for the first time in
their lives.

The event at IIT Ropar is
expected to bring industry
stakeholders, startup men-
tors, and angel investors
into direct contact with
these young innovators. “If
even a few products catch
the eye of industry leaders,
we’ll see students being
incubated, mentored, and
taken forward — and that’s
exactly what we aim for,”
Bains added.

The Punjab government
is also considering insti-
tutionalising the Business
Blaster programmeby cre-
ating incubation spaces
in selected government
schools, partnering with
higher education institu-
tions, and creating a state-
backed fund for student
entrepreneurship.

Meanwhile, the excite-
ment among the students
is palpable. From design-
ing promotional posters to
rehearsing their product
pitches, the participants are
treating the IIT event as a
real business opportunity,
not just an academic exer-
cise.

“T used to think only peo-
ple in Delhi or Bengaluru
could do startups,” said
Manthan. “But now I know
— even a boy from Feroze-
pur, who once just watched
helplessly, can build some-
thing that matters.”
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DR. JITENDRA KUMAR SONI: FULFILLING THE VISION
OF CHIEF MINISTER BHAJAN LAL SHARMA

NARENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT

ew standards of
governance are be-
ing set in Rajasthan

under the dynamic leader-
ship of Chief Minister Bha-
jan Lal Sharma. His vision
of Antyodaya—uplifting
the last person in the line—
is being realized in Jaipur
through the committed
leadership of District Collec-
tor Dr. Jitendra Kumar Soni.
With his administrative in-
novation, commitment to
transparency, and inclusive
development focus, Dr. Soni
hasbecome a symbol of good
governance in the capital
city.

COLLECTOR OF THE
COMMON PEOPLE

Known for his sensitivity,
impartiality, and foresight,
Dr. Jitendra Kumar Soni
has earned the reputation
of being the “Collector of
the Common People.” He
has played a pivotal role in
implementing state govern-
ment schemes effectively,
ensuring their impact
reaches every section of soci-
ety. His approach integrates
administration with educa-
tion, social justice, and pub-
lic participation, reflecting a
comprehensive and sustain-

able development model.
HONORED WITH PROF.
PC MAHALANOBIS

AWARD

Dr. Soni was recently hon-
ored by Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma with
the Prof. PC Mahalanobis
Award for his exemplary use
of statistical tools in econom-
ic planning, monitoring, and
execution of public welfare
schemes. This recognition at
the 19th State Level Statistics
Day function highlights his
analytical approach to gov-
ernance.

Sustainable Development
Goals Index 2024 Released

Under Dr. Soni’s leader-
ship, Jaipur became the
first district in Rajasthan
to release a District Level
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) Index in 2024.
This initiative encourages
healthy competition among
Panchayat Samitis for holis-
tic development. Additional-
ly, the district pioneered the
Birth, Death, and Marriage
Registration Guide, simpli-
fying legal procedures for
the public.
ENHANCING PUBLIC
AWARENESS THROUGH
BOOKLETS AND
PORTALS

To ensure wider dissemina-
tion of information, a book-
let on the district scenario
and flagship government
schemes was published, fa-
cilitating department-wise
scheme reviews. A help
desk under the Jan Aadhar
Scheme is also resolving
public grievances promptly,
demonstrating responsive
governance.

ANTYODAYA SAMBAL
PAKHWADA: REACHING
THE LAST MILE

In alignment with CM
Sharma’s vision, Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay An-
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Dr. Soni is personally overseeing these camps, where

over 30 lakh works across 63 categories were completed

by 16 departments in 350 camps by Fuly 2, 2025. I

tyodaya Sambal Pakhwada
camps have been effectively
organized across Jaipur. Dr.
Soni is personally oversee-
ing these camps, where
over 30 lakh works across
63 categories were com-
pleted by 16 departments in
350 camps by July 2, 2025.
These camps have become
synonymous with reliefand
empowerment for marginal-
ized communities.

RAASTA KHOLO
ABHIYAN: CONNECTING
COMMUNITIES

One of the most impactful
initiatives under Dr. Soni’s
leadership is the “Raasta
Kholo Abhiyan,” launched
on November 15,2025, Each
tehsil opens three previous-
ly closed roads weekly with
local consensus. In just eight
months, over 1,300 roads
were opened in Jaipur, bene-

fiting thousands of villagers.
Encouraged by this success,
the state government has ex-
panded the campaign state-
wide. Additionally, newly
opened roads are being de-
veloped into gravel and CC
roads for better connectivity.

LADESAR ABHIYAN:
FIGHTING
MALNUTRITION

To tackle malnutrition

among children, the Jaipur
administration, led by Dr.
Soni, initiated the “Ladesar
Abhiyan.” Ladesar kits—
containing vital nutrients—
are distributed monthly for
three months to 5,300 mal-
nourished and 883 severely
malnourished children
identified at Anganwadi
centers. Health and nutri-
tional status is regularly
monitored, making this
campaign a milestone in
improving child health.
PANCH GAURAYV YOJANA:
SHOWCASING JAIPUR’S
PRIDE

Dr. Soni has taken a unique
approach to showcase Jai-
pur’s identity and achieve-
ments under the Panch
Gaurav Yojana. Jaipur
published the first “Panch
Gaurav” booklet in Rajast-
han, highlighting five pride
areas. Under “One District
One Sport - Kabaddi,” syn-
thetic mat grounds are being
built in all blocks and villag-
es. Under “One District One
Product - Amla,” and “One

District One Vegetable - La-
soda,” plantation planning is
in its final stages. Addition-
ally, workshops are pro-
moting “One District One
Product - Ratnabhushan”
to support local industries.
DRUG-FREE JAIPUR:

A MODEL FOR YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT

Recognizing the menace
of drug abuse, Dr. Soni
launched the “Drug-Free
Jaipur Campaign” under the
Saksham Jaipur initiative. A
dedicated website allows cit-
izens to take an e-oath, with
a goal of 21 lakh pledges.
This innovative model of
community engagement is
gaining widespread public
support, emphasizing the
administration’s commit-
ment to youth welfare.
TRANSPARENT AND
PARTICIPATORY
GOVERNANCE

Dr. Soni’s governance model
is rooted in public participa-
tion. Whether it’s resolving
complaints through Jan
Aadhar helpdesks, simpli-

fying legal registrations, or
opening roads with com-
munity consensus, his fo-
cus remains on inclusive
development. His ability to
merge data analysis with
grassroots implementation
sets him apart as an admin-
istrator.

RECOGNIZED FOR
LEADERSHIP AND

VISION

The multifaceted recogni-
tion Jaipur is receiving un-
der Dr. Soni’s leadership is
not limited to awards but
reflects a deep structural
transformation. His initia-
tives have created templates
now being adopted across
Rajasthan. With educa-
tion, health, nutrition, rural
infrastructure, and digital
empowerment as his core
focus areas, Jaipur is rapidly
transforming into a model
district.

A PIONEER OF

CHANGE IN MODERN
GOVERNANCE

District Collector Dr. Ji-
tendra Kumar Soni has
emerged as a symbol of
modern, inclusive, and re-
sponsive governance in Ra-
jasthan. Through his dedi-
cation and far-sightedness,
heis ensuring that the vision
of Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma is realized in every
household of Jaipur. His ad-
ministrative style, focused
on transparency, innovation,
and human-centric develop-
ment, has turned Jaipur into
a beacon of progress and a
source of inspiration for
administrators across the
country.

The author is working as Assis-
tant Public Relations Officer in
the Department of Information
and Public Relations.

In an era where data is fast
becoming the new oil, the
underlying tension between
state surveillance and indi-
vidual privacy is getting
increasingly complicated.
With the introduction of
the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023 (DP-
DPA), India took a huge leap
towards codifying a legal
framework to govern data
processing and safeguard
the digital rights of Indian
citizens. Yet, numerous le-
gal experts, privacy rights
defenders, and human rights
organizations have posed an
uncomfortable but necessary
question—does this law go
far enough in safeguarding
citizens from the surveil-
lance powers of the State?
THE PROMISE OF THE
DPDPA

The Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023 was
conceived of as the end of a
very long road that started
in earnest after the Supreme
Court’s historic judgment
in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy
v. Union of India (2017),
which recognized privacy
asafundamental right under
Article 21 of the Constitution.
In that ruling, the Court not
only recognized the require-
ment for data protection law
but also emphasized the fact

that any interference with
privacy must satisfy the tests
of legality, necessity, and pro-
portionality.

The DPDPA brings in key
concepts of Data Fiduciaries,
Data Principals, Consent
Managers, and enacts
obligations for legal data
processing. It provides
certain rights to the
individual—such as the right
of access to information,
correction, and erasure of
personal data—and assures
penalties for breaches.
A Data Protection Board
is instituted to ensure
compliance and impose
duties.

On the face of it, these
provisions look progressive
and in line with international
data protection standards.
The actual problem lies
in what the law decides
to exclude, particularly
the surveillance by the
government.
GOVERNMENT EX-
EMPTIONS: THE EL-
EPHANT IN THE ROOM
The most criticised section of
the DPDPA is Clause 17(2),
which empowers the Central
Government to exempt any
government agency from the
provisions of the Act, such
as notice requirements, pur-
poses limitation, and consent
mechanisms, in the interest
of sovereignty, security of
the state, public order, or
friendly relations with for-
eign states.

This exemption provision
is written in sweeping and
vague terms, basically
granting a carte blanche to
the executive to override
fundamental privacy
protections. The law makes
no requirement for any
judicial or parliamentary

input prior to surveillance
or data gathering under such
exemptions.

On the other hand,
privacy as a right under
the Constitution cannot be
derogated by mere executive
order. The Supreme Court,
in the Puttaswamy verdict,
established that any invasion
must be supported by law,
must have a legitimate
objective, and must be
proportionate in character.
The exception clause fulfills
none of these requirements—

itis not specific, does not give
independent consideration,
and does not provide any
effective remedy to affected

persons.

THE SURVEILLANCE
LANDSCAPE IN INDIA:
A LEGAL VACUUM

India lacks a surveillance
law that is comprehensive in
scope. Government surveil-
lance is instead being done
under archaic legislation
such as the Indian Telegraph
Act, 1885 and Section 69 of
the Information Technology

Act, 2000. Both these acts
fail to provide prior judicial
sanction or procedures for
interception and monitor-
ing of communications in a
transparent manner. In real-
ity, authorisation of surveil-
lanceis carried out internally
within the executive, which
raises grave concerns regard-
ing absence of accountability
and abuse of power.

The scandalous Pegasus
spyware revelations in
2021, which implicated the
targeting of journalists,

activists, opposition figures
and even constitutional
powers, showed how
surveillance without any
checks could be used as a
weapon against opposition.
Refusal by the government
to deny or confirm the use
of Pegasus, on grounds of
national security, merely
provided further fuel to
public suspicion.

The lack of reference to
surveillance reform under
the DPDPA, given the
Supreme Court’s focus on
proportionality, stands as a
conspicuous omission which
cannot be overlooked.

THE ROLE AND INDE-
PENDENCE OF THE
DATA PROTECTION
BOARD

The other important weak-
ness of the Act is the compo-
sition and operation of the
Data Protection Board of
India. While introduced as
aregulator, the Board is not
autonomous—its members,
including the Chairperson,
are to be appointed by the
Central Government, and it
is subject to its administra-
tive control.

This puts major doubts
on the impartiality of action
of the Board in taking
recourse against government
departments or public sector
undertakings. For example,
if a citizen’s information
is misused or gathered
surreptitiously by a State
agency in the name of “public
interest,” there is no defined
mechanism of grievance
redressal or constitutional
remedy available within the
scheme of this legislation.
GLOBAL COMPARI-
SONS: WHERE INDIA
STUMBLES
The EU’s General Data Pro-

Data Law: A privacy promise or surveillance

tection Regulation (GDPR)
is generally accepted as the
data protection gold stan-
dard. It not only gives robust
individual rights and consent
rules, but also forbids pro-
cessing of personal data by
public authorities unless it
passes strict necessity and
proportionality tests. Addi-
tionally, state surveillance
has to be authorized by the
judiciary and independent
review, and citizens can turn
to the European Court of Hu-
man Rights for violations.

In the US, even without
a national data protection
statute, a number of
surveillance programs such
as those under the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance
Act (FISA) are governed by
specialized courts and have
been publicly debated and
litigated.

Even the Protection of
Personal Information Act
(POPIA) of South Africa
imposes more stringent
controls on access to data
by the government than
the Indian model, which
appears to completely tip
the balance in the direction
of the executive.

DIGITAL GOVERNANCE
AND DIGITAL CON-
TROL

India’s dreams of turning
into a digital economy—
through initiatives such as
Aadhaar, DigiLocker, ONDC,
and National Digital Health
Mission—are laudable. But
in a democratic country like
ours, digital governance can-
not turn into digital control.
Citizens should not be made
to compromise between ef-
ficiency and freedom.

The privacy-security
debate is not a zero-sum
game. It is possible—and

tool?

imperative—to create laws
that empower the state to
advance national interests
without diminishing the
protection of individuals
from arbitrary intrusion.
Without such equilibrium,
trust in digital systems
breaks down and people
become ever more
vulnerable to abuse by the
State as well as by private
entities.
THE WAY FORWARD
For India to actually comein
line with constitutional mo-
rality and global best prac-
tices, the following reforms
are immediately necessary:
1. Surveillance Reform Law:
An independent, overarch-
ing legislation that governs
central and state agency
surveillance, with inbuilt
checks and balances, judicial
sanction, and accountability
regimes.
2. Independent Data Regu-
lator: The Data Protection
Board needs to be established
asanautonomous body, with
appointments through open
selection process, and sepa-
rate funding and reporting
structures.
3. Right to Remedy: The
people should be provided
with the right to be informed
when their data has been ac-
cessed by public authorities,
with an open avenue for ob-
taining judicial redress.
Privacy is not merely
a technological or legal
issue—it is a democratic
value. To truly honour the
Puttaswamy judgment and
the Constitution’s promise
of liberty and dignity, India
must reimagine its data
protection law not as a tool
of regulation alone, but as
a guardian of fundamental
rights in the digital age.
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EU URGED TO DELAY Al ACT ENFORCEMENT AMID INDUSTRY CONCERNS

The EU
weighs
current
delay of
the Al Act,
balancing
clarity,
risks, and
international
regulatory
influence.

ith less than
one month to go
before the first
tranche of obliga-
tions under the EU’s Artifi-
cial Intelligence Act (AT Act)
applies to general-purpose
AI (GPAI) models—a mile-
stone scheduled for 2 Au-
gust 2025—the European
Commission finds itself at
the center of a heated de-
bate, receiving mounting
pressure from some of the
world’s largest technology
companies and European
industry leaders to pause or
delay its phased implemen-
tation, a request that now
sits in tension with the bloc’s
broader ambition to assert
global leadership in regu-
lating artificial intelligence
through robust risk-based
frameworks.

THE EU’'S PHASED
ROLLOUT

Al Artificialintelligence words, miniature of robot and EU flag are seenin thisillustration taken
December 21, 2023. File Photo

The AI Act, which formally
entered into force on 1 Au-
gust 2024, was deliberately
structured to roll out in suc-
cessive waves over a three-
year period to give compa-
nies and member states time
to adapt. The earliest provi-
sions—prohibitions on un-
acceptable AI use—took ef-
fect in February 2025, while
the next wave of obligations
targeting GPAI models, such
as foundational models de-
veloped by Google, Ope-
nAl, Mistral, and others, is
scheduled for2 August 2025,
requiring compliance in crit-
ical areas such as transpar-
ency, technical documenta-
tion, copyright adherence,
bias and toxicity testing,
robustness evaluations, and
energy usage reporting. The
subsequent wave, targeting
high-risk and systemically
impactful models, will ar-
rive in August 2026, fol-
lowed by further measures
in August 2027, thereby
establishing a clear but am-

bitious timeline designed
to balance regulatory rigor
with pragmatic deployment.

DEMAND FOR
CLOCKSTOP

In recent weeks, U.S.
technology giants includ-
ing Alphabet (Google) and
Meta Platforms, alongside
European incumbents such
as Mistral and ASML, and
a coalition of 45 European-
headquartered firms—
among them Airbus, BNP
Paribas, Philips, Carrefour,
Lufthansa, and Siemens—
have issued an open letter
to the European Commis-
sion requesting a sweeping
two-year “clockstop” on the
GPAI obligations scheduled
for next month, urging the
Commission to use its legis-
lative authority to pause en-
forcement until the AT Code
of Practice, accompanying
standards, and compliance
frameworks are fully fi-
nalized and disseminated.
These companies argue that

the convergence of intricate
regulatory obligations—
covering transparency,
model evaluations, and risk
mitigation—combined with
legal uncertainties about
training data, copyright, and
energy efficiency, threaten
to overload internal compli-
ance teams, create uneven
enforcement across mem-
ber states, raise compliance
costs, and ultimately erode
Europe’s competitiveness
at a time when the U.S. and
China continue to grow and

that without a delay and
simplification, “Europe’s Al
ambitions [are] at risk” and
innovation will be stifled.

This appeals echoes vari-
ous concerns previously
aired over the past year—
including statements from
Meta’s public policy direc-
tor, Chris Yiu, who noted
that EU regulations have
delayed deployment of novel
products, and Google Deep-
Mind’s Dorothy Chou, who
emphasized that the AT Act’s
conception predated break-
through products like Chat-
GPT and therefore risks be-
ing outdated or mismatched
to current practices.

A Contradictory Chorus

Support for delaying en-
forcement has also arisen
from political quarters in
member states, with Swe-
den’s Prime Minister Ulf
Kristersson explicitly call-
ing the rules “confusing” and
urging a pause, and Poland’s
Deputy Minister advocating
for alignment of legal dead-
lines with compliance readi-
ness. Tech lobbying associa-
tion CCIA Europe has urged
a stoptheclock intervention,
emphasizing that developers
and deployers require legal
certainty before adherence

key frameworks not be fully
available, while France, Ger-
many, and Italy have report-
edly signaled openness to
self-regulation proposals,
though EU institutions re-
main divided on whether to
reinforce or dilute the regu-
latory framework.

MISSING FOUNDA-
TIONS

One of the principal jus-
tifications for the delay re-
quest is the ongoing delay
to the AI Code of Practice, a
non-binding guidance docu-
ment envisioned as a central
tool for derisking compli-
ance uncertainty. Originally
expected by 2 May 2025, the
Code is now projected by the
European Al Board to be re-
leased only by end2025, a
sixmonth delay that leaves
companies without official
guidance for how to meet
obligations. Similarly, har-
monised technical stan-
dards being drafted by
CEN-CENELEC—intended
to serve as a presumption of
conformity with regulatory
requirements—have slipped
past their August 2025 target
into 2026, depriving compa-
nies of clear benchmarks for
documenting compliance.

EXPLAINER

deploy at scale. Signatories
to the letter characterize
the regulations as “unclear,
overlapping and increas-
ingly complex,” and warn

begins. Summarizing the
political posture, EU tech
chief Henna Virkkunen indi-
cated willingness to consider
delaying obligations should

n a grim Friday
0 night, Kyiv en-
dured the largest
drone strike in the
history of its ongoing con-
flict with Russia, marking
a significant escalation in
Moscow’s aerial offensive.
The attack resulted in
widespread damage across
the Ukrainian capital, in-
juring at least 23 people,
with 14 requiring hospi-
talization, and severely
impacting infrastructure,
residential areas, and dip-
lomatic premises, includ-
ing Poland’s consulate.

THE SCALE OF THE
ATTACK

According to Ukraine’s
Air Force, Russia launched
a massive barrage com-
prising 539 drones and 11
missiles targeting Kyivand
other regions. Ukraine’s
air defenses demonstrat-
ed remarkable resilience
by shooting down 478 of
these drones before they
could reach their targets.
Nevertheless, several
drones and missiles man-
aged to evade the defenses,
striking critical locations in
Kyiv and causing destruc-
tion across the city.

Videos circulating on so-
cial media captured har-
rowing scenes of residents
fleeing to shelters, emer-
gency services fighting
fires under dark skies, and
buildings bearing the scars
of explosions. Windows
and facades of apartment
blocks were blown out,
with structural damage ev-
ident in various neighbor-
hoods. The assault struck
six of Kyiv’s ten districts,
leaving approximately 40
apartment buildings dam-
aged, alongside passenger
railway infrastructure, five
schools and kindergartens,

Poland’s
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An elderly couple crossing a street as smoke rises in the background at a site of a strike
following a mass Russian drone and missile attack on Kyiv. Agencies

multiple cafés, and numer-
ous vehicles.

The wide-ranging impact
of the attack was visible on
both sides of the Dnipro
River, the natural artery
running through the city,
reflecting the breadth and
intensity of the strike. In
the leafy Holosiivskyi dis-
trict, falling drone debris
ignited a fire in a medical
facility, adding to the chaos
and strain on emergency
responders.

IMPACT ON
POLAND’S DIPLO-
MATIC MISSION
Among the buildings hit
was the consular section of
the Polish embassy in cen-
tral Kyiv. Polish officials
reported damage to their
consulate but confirmed
that the staff remained
unharmed. The strike on
the consulate underscores
the increasing risks faced
by diplomatic missions in
the city amid the intensify-
ing hostilities. Despite the
damage, Poland reassured
the public that its consular
personnel were safe, high-
lighting the ongoing dip-
lomatic challenges in the
warzone.

CIVILIAN DISRUP-
TION & INFRA DAM-
AGE

The attack caused se-
vere disruption to Kyiv’s
transportation network.
Ukraine’s state-owned
railway operator, Ukrza-
liznytsia, announced via
Telegram that the assault
forced the diversion of
several passenger trains,
resulting in delays and lo-
gistical complications for
commuters and travelers.

Air raid sirens wailed
across Kyiv as residents
scrambled to safety, seek-
ing refuge in bunkers
and underground metro
stations. The city’s three
million inhabitants faced
heightened anxiety as the
drone swarm darkened
the skies, a reminder of
the persistent threat hang-
ing over daily life.

The assault came hours
after a high-profile phone
conversation between U.S.
President Donald Trump
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Trump
later stated he made “no
progress” toward securing
a ceasefire during the talks,
illustrating the continued
diplomatic stalemate even

as violence escalates on the
ground.

INTENSIFYING AT-
TACKS ON KYIV

This drone strike is part
of a broader pattern of
intensified Russian air as-
saults on Kyiv in recent
weeks. The city, home
to millions, has endured
some of the war’s deadliest
attacks, with the Kremlin
increasingly targeting ur-
ban centers to destabilize
the Ukrainian government
and morale.

The deployment of kami-
kaze drones—unmanned
aerial vehicles designed
to crash into targets—has
become a hallmark of Rus-
sia’s aerial strategy. These
drones are capable of evad-
ing traditional defenses
and striking with preci-
sion, posing a severe chal-
lenge to Kyiv’s air defense
systems.

Despite the heavy bar-
rage, Ukrainian forces have
demonstrated effective de-
fense measures, managing
to intercept the vast major-
ity of incoming threats.

The resilience of the city’s
air defenses has limited the

Kyiv suffers devastating drone strike,

embassy section damaged
T L TR .- "M

potential casualties and de-
struction, though the dam-
age from successful strikes
remains significant.

Human Cost and Ongo-
ing Threat

The human toll of the at-
tack is sobering. At least
23 individuals sustained
injuries, many requiring
hospital treatment. Beyond
physical harm, the psycho-
logical impact on Kyiv’s
residents is profound, with
constant air raid warnings
and uncertainty taking a
toll on daily life.

Emergency services
continue to work under
difficult conditions, bat-
tling fires and conducting
rescue operations amid
ongoing threats. The at-
tack on civilian infrastruc-
ture—schools, kindergar-
tens, and hospitals—raises
concerns about the war’s
toll on non-combatants
and essential services.

A City Under Siege

The largest drone strike
Kyiv has faced so far high-
lights the relentless nature
of the conflict and the high
stakes involved for both
sides. Damage to Poland’s
consulate amid wide-
spread destruction across
the capital symbolizes the
war’s reach beyond purely
military targets, touching
diplomatic and civilian
spheres alike.

AsKyiv grapples with the
aftermath, the resilience of
its people and defenders
remains on display. How-
ever, with no ceasefire in
sight and hostilities esca-
lating, the city faces con-
tinued threats. The world
watches as the Ukrainian
capital endures one of its
darkest chapters, navigat-
ing the brutal realities of
modern warfare.

® TDGNETWORK

THE COMMISSION’S
POSITION

Despite heightened pres-
sure, the European Commis-

sion has maintained a firm
public stance that “there
is no stoptheclock, there is
no grace period, there is no
pause” (Thomas Regnier),
reaffirming that the GPAI
obligations will begin on 2
August 2025, followed by
high-risk rules in 2026. The
Commission argues that
bending the schedule risks
eroding legal certainty, un-
dermining harmonization,
and compromising Europe’s
reputation as the global stan-
dardsetter for trustworthy
Al—a role it has assumed
alongside GDPR.
Member-State Readiness
While the Commission
emphasizes regulatory clar-
ity, EU member states face
practical readiness issues:
half of the 27 nations have
yet to designate their na-
tional overseers and market
surveillance authorities re-
sponsible for enforcing the
Al Act, as well as identify
competent authorities and
adopt implementing laws. A
May 2025 Euronews review
found that countries such
as Germany, Italy, Portugal,
and Romania are still final-
izing their administrative
structures. Without these
bodies fully constituted,
doubts arise over whether
meaningful enforcement is
practical on deadline day.
The EU AI Board, which
coordinates across mem-
ber states, has picked up
momentum, but oversight
infrastructure remains un-
even—further fueling indus-
try concerns that obligations
may be enacted in theory but
remain unenforced in reality.

A STAFFING DEFICIT

Observers also point to a

severe lack of enforcement
capacity at the EU AI Office:
Reddit users citing internal
leaks report that the office
employs as few as 30 dedi-
cated staff, with total num-
bers at approximately 85,
significantly outmatched by
the UK’s AI Safety Institute,
which reportedly has twice
as many. This constraint may
delay enforcement and re-
duce the quality of oversight,
undermining the Act’s cred-
ibility. A widely cited Reddit
summary states:

“The EU is at risk of lag-
ging in enforcing its ground-
breaking Al regulations
due to insufficient staffing
... compared to the UK’s Al
Safety Institute”

THE POLITICAL
CALENDAR

As of midJune, analysts
note that any formal delay
of GPAI obligations would
require swift adoption
through the EU’s fast-track
legislative process, concat-
enating agreement from the
Commission, Council, and
Parliament before the Par-
liament’s final plenary week
beginning 7 July 2025, with
formal adoption by 10 July
prior to summer recess. A
delay at that point could then
retroactively halt the rollout
to allow guidance to catch
up. Historically, the EU has
enacted such clockstops—
for example, suspending
the application of the De-
forestation Regulation and
elements of the Corporate
Sustainability Reporting
Directive—suggesting that,
in principle, such actions
remain viable if ministers
choose.
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PM Modi walks tightrope at BRICS: Is
India’s ‘strategic autonomy’ under strain

his is to be a

BRICS Summit

for India like no

other in the past,

as Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi readies himself

for a diplomatic outreach

among the world’s emerg-

ing economies during the

BRICS Summit in Brazil.

In Rio de Janeiro, Modi will

have to apply his best dip-
lomatic manoeuvres.

The two-day summit be-
gins on July 6 and takes
place amid sagging sup-
port for India in its imme-
diate neighbourhood, and
among traditionally close
friends.

A diplomatic policy that
pursues the middle path,
as well as conveniently-
named ‘strategic autono-
my’ that prioritises nation-
al interest above anything
else has resulted in India
maintaining a precarious
balance among emerging
global blocs—one led by
the US, and the other being
the growing China-Russia
axis.

However, there is a grow-
ing feeling in diplomatic
circles that ‘strategic au-
tonomy’ may have outlived
its utility.

Consequently, India has
not offered categorical
and unambiguous sup-
port, either for tradition-
ally close friends Russia or
for Ukraine in the ongoing
military conflict between
the two.

The strategic positioning
was such that India could
also not clearly support old
friend Iran or major mili-
tary partner Israel when
they fought an intense
12-day-long war.

At the same time, while
India is a key member in
US-dominated multilat-
eral groupings—Ilike the
G20 and the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (or the
‘Quad’)—it is also a prima-
ry member in the BRICS

|
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Indian PM Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin at the

2024 BRICS Summit. Agencies

and SCO groupings that
have China, Russia, and

North Korea, which direct-
ly undermines the global

Adiplomatic policy that pursues the
middle path, as well as conveniently-
named ‘strategic autonomy’ that prioritises
national interest above anything else

has resulted in India maintaining a
precarious balance among emerging global
blocs—one led by the US, and the other
being the growing China-Russia axis.

Iran as members. The ob-
vious ambiguity has landed
India in a delicate position.

A dominant share of In-
dia’s military equipment
is of Russian origin, while
New Delhi has pursued
close military collaboration
with the US.

With Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and
Chinese supremo Xi Jin-
ping not in attendance at
BRICS, Modi will meet
Russian defence minister
Sergei Lavrov, where a
contentious point would
be India’s support in a joint
Quad declaration that had
slammed North Korea and
expressed concern about
nations closely associating
with Pyongyang, such as
Russia, China and Iran.

The July 1 joint declara-
tion had said: “We express
deep concern about coun-
tries that are deepening
military cooperation with

non-proliferation regime.”

On the other hand, US
President Donald Trump
has been very critical of
BRICS, which has de-dol-
larisation and multi-polar-
ity as its primary planks.

Notably, the 11-member
BRICS has been growing
in importance since its set-
ting up in 2009. Its nations
now account for about 55
per cent of the world’s pop-
ulation and 42 per cent of
the world’s GDP. It is also
increasingly being seenas a
voice for the Global South,
of which India has been a
keen votary.

In his longest foreign
jaunt in more than a de-
cade, PM Modi has already
visited Ghana, Trinidad
and Tobago, and Argen-
tina before his Brazil trip.
He will end the five-nation
tour with an official visit to
Namibia.

© TDGNETWORK
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IDF KILLS 20 IN GAZA AS US AWAITS
HAMAS REPLY TO TRUCE DEAL

Israel awaits Hamas response to a ceasefire deal as Trump offers peace
guarantees; talks may resume if Hamas replies positively:.

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

s Israel awaits
Hamas’s response
n Friday to the lat-

est proposal for a hostage
release and ceasefire deal
in Gaza, The Times of Israel
reported that US President
Donald Trump would offer
the Palestinian terror group
a direct guarantee of his
commitment to ending the
ongoing war, which began
in October 2023.

Israel is believed to be un-
der heavy US pressure to
clinch a ceasefire deal ahead
of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s visit to Wash-
ington for talks with Trump
next week.

Sources have indicated in
recent days that the sides

had shown flexibility on all
issues but remained stuck
on the question of ending
the war, with Israel insist-
ing that it be able to resume
its offensive against Hamas
and the terror group de-
manding that any deal per-
manently end the fighting,
which began with its on-
slaught in Israel on October
7,2023.

To bridge the remain-
ing gaps between Israel
and Hamas on ending the
war, Channel 12 news pre-
sented a Hebrew transla-
tion of what it described
as Trump’s likely formula-
tion: Trump will “commit
that negotiations over the
terms for ending the war
will continue even after a
temporary ceasefire, and

TO SUM UP

B Deal includes release of 10
hostages and 18 bodies over

a 60-day ceasefire.

B Mediators assure fighting
won't resume during ongoing

negotiations.

B Netanyahu tovisit Washington
Monday amid US pressure for

agreement.

B Hamas says it's consulting
with Palestinian factions be-
fore submitting formal reply.

Shati
2025. Agencies

A view of the site of Thursday'’s Israeli strike that
dama?ed and destroyed residential buildings, at

Beach) refugee camp, in Gaza City, July 4,

B [sraeli team ready to head to Doha if Hamas gives positive response.

that I will do everything in
my power to help the par-
ties reach an agreement on
the terms of a permanent
ceasefire.”

According to the un-

UK’s skilled worker visa route

AGENCIES
LONDON

Britian’s Skilled Worker
visa route used by overseas
professionals to seek em-
ployment in the country
leaves migrants vulner-
able to exploitation by some
sponsors, a parliamentary
panel warned on Friday.

The House of Commons
Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC), responsible
for scrutinising govern-
ment spending, notes that
changes to the visa route,
popular with Indian work-
ers over the years, by the
Home Office failed to prop-
erly consider the risks of
non-compliance with rules
and exploitation of migrant
workers.

In its ‘Immigration:
Skilled worker visas’ report
tabled this week, PAC said
the route being based on a
sponsorship model - where
a migrant’s right to remain
in the UK is entirely de-
pendent on their employer
- makes migrant workers
vulnerable to exploitation.

“Thereis evidence that ap-
plicants have been charged
extortionate fees for Skilled
Worker visas in their home
countries, before they come
to the United Kingdom,”

unmL!
Al o
MUL T v
CUSEE
W
reads the PAC analysis. claim to be able to find them
“The Skilled Worker visa  work in the UK.

system is based on a spon-
sorship model where a mi-
grant’s right to remain in
the United Kingdom is de-
pendent on their employer.
This reliance makes mi-
grant workers vulnerable
to exploitation, and there
is widespread evidence
of workers suffering debt
bondage, working exces-
sive hours and exploitative
conditions,” it reports.

The issue of exploitation
has been particularly stark
among foreign care work-
ers, many of whom ac-
cessed these visas when the
Skilled Worker route was
expanded in response to the
COVID pandemic in 2022.

PAC concludes that suf-
ficient action was not taken
to prevent exploitation in
applicants’ home countries
and identify bogus agents
overseas who charge appli-
cants unnecessary fees or

“Government moved
swiftly to open up the visa
system to help the social
care system cope during
the pandemic... Our report
finds that this speed came
at a painfully high cost - to
the safety of workers from
the depredations of labour
market abuses, and the in-
tegrity of the system from
people not following the
rules,” said PAC Chair Sir
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown.

“There has long been
mounting evidence of seri-
ous issues with the system,
laid bare once again in our
inquiry. And yet basic in-
formation, such as how
many people on Skilled
Worker visas have been
modern slavery victims,
and whether people leave
the UK after their visas ex-
pire, seems to still not have
been gathered by the gov-
ernment,” he said.

sourced Thursday report,
Trump’s message to Hamas
is that if it agrees to the so-
called Witkoff framework
-- which includes the re-
lease of 10 living hostages

in two phases and 18 bod-
ies in three phases over the
course of a 60-day ceasefire
-- the US will ensure efforts
continue to reach a lasting
end to the conflict.

PM Modi conferred
with Trinidad and
Tobago’s highest
civilian honour

AGENCIES
PORT OF SPAIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was on Friday conferred
with “The Order of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago’,
becoming the first foreign leader to receive the Caribbean
country’s highest civilian honour.

This is the 25th international honour bestowed upon PM

Modi by a country.

In a special ceremony at the President’s House, President
Christine Carla Kangaloo conferred upon Prime Minister
Modi the highest national award of Trinidad & Tobago
for his statesmanship, for championing the priorities of
the Global South and for his exceptional contribution to
strengthening the relationship between the two countries.

Modi, who is on a two-day visit to the Caribbean nation,
expressed his gratitude to the government and the people
for being honoured with the highest national award.

‘Russia won’t accept
Ukraine deal without
security guarantees’

AGENCIES
MOSCoOwW

Any resolution to the
Ukraine conflict must
comprehensively address
Russia’s security concerns,
Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov has said at a joint
press conference with his
Saudi counterpart, Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud,
RT reported.

Russia’s core demands
include a guarantee that
Ukraine will not join NATO,
demilitarization of the coun-
try, international recogni-
tion of territorial changes,
and the protection of Rus-
sian-speaking population.

“We cannot be satisfied
with a resolution that fails
to fully address Russia’s le-
gitimate security interests or
to eliminate and prevent fu-
ture violations of the rights
of Russian and Russian-
speaking populations,”
Lavrov told journalists in
Moscow on Friday.

Saudi Arabia has acted as
a mediator in the Ukraine
conflict, having hosted high-

Saudi Arabia bas acted as a mediator
in the Ukraine conflict, having bosted
high-profile talks between US and
Russian delegations in February.

profile talks between US
and Russian delegations in
February.

Moscow has long viewed
NATO’s eastward expan-
sion as a major threat to na-
tional security and has cited
Ukraine’s ambition to join
the US-led military bloc as
a key trigger of the current
conflict. President Vladi-
mir Putin said last week
that Moscow’s concerns
about NATO activities have

Sri Lanka’s ex-minister
held on graft charges

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD

Former minister SM Chan-
drasena was arrested on Fri-
day by Sri Lanka’s anti-graft
commission in connection
with an ongoing investiga-
tion, officials said.

Chandrasena from the
north-central region of
Anuradhapura, who held
the position of Agrarian
Services Minister, was ar-
rested by the Commission
to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption, they
said.

He was produced before
the Colombo Chief Mag-
istrate’s Court, which re-
manded him until July 18.

He has been charged with
causing a loss of 25 million
Lankan rupees by putting
pressure on officials to re-
lease maize seeds to farmers
asan election inducement in
the 2015 presidential elec-
tion of 2015.

His wife, who was his
private secretary, and his
younger brother, who was
the north central chief min-

ister, were sentenced to 16
years of rigorous imprison-
ment in April for misappro-
priation of state resources.

With the arrest of Chan-
drasena, the island nation
has seen its second arrest of
a political family.

Inmid-June, former health
minister Keheliya Rambuk-
wella, his wife, three daugh-
ters and a son-in-law were
arrested and granted bail
by the court. His only son, a
former international crick-
eter, was remanded and re-
leased on bail.

The ruling National Peo-
ple’s Power in the run-up to
last year’s elections pledged
action to hold to account-
ability senior politicians ac-
cused of wrongdoing.

been consistently ignored
and met with silence, RT
reported.

Lavrov’s comments also
reflect longstanding con-
cerns about the treatment of
Russian-speaking commu-
nity in Ukraine. Although
Russian is the mother
tongue of an estimated 33%
of the population, the au-
thorities have introduced a
series of measures that re-
strict their rights.

21 injured in
petrol station
explosion in
Rome

AGENCIES
ROME

At least 21 people were in-
jured after an explosion at
a petrol and LPG station in
the Centocelle area of Italy’s
southeast Rome on Friday,
causing significant dam-
age to nearby buildings and
vehicles, as reported by Eu-
ronews.

According to Euronews,
citing the Rome fire brigade,
the blast occurred around
8:20 am (local time) during
a refuelling operation and
was reportedly triggered by
a technical fault.

While five individuals
were hospitalised with mi-
nor burns and injuries from
shattered glass, none of the
injuries were considered
serious.

The explosion, which
was powerful enough to
be heard across the city
and seen as a large plume
of smoke, also injured resi-
dents in nearby apartments,
Euronews reported.

Africa, Latin America and Caribbean; Indian PM on his longest
foreign trip to strengthen India’s pursuit of brighter Global South

In the middle of a turbulent
global political landscape,
this week will be signifi-
cant for India’s commit-
ment to fostering global
peace and security. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has embarked on his
longest foreign tour, visit-
ing five countries: Ghana,
Trinidad and Tobago,
Argentina, Brazil, and
Namibia. The aim of this
journey is to enhance In-
dia’s bilateral, regional, and
multilateral relations with
nations and organizations
in Latin America, the Ca-
ribbean, and Africa. While
in Brazil, he will take part
in the BRICS annual sum-
mit, which is being hosted
by Brazil this year. Next
year, India will have the
honour of hosting the sum-
mit that includes BRICS+
nations. Throughout this
visit, the primary objec-
tive for the Indian Prime
Minister is to create oppor-

tunities for strategic part-
nerships with these coun-
tries, focusing on capacity
building, defence collabo-
ration, cultural exchanges,
digitalization, bolstering
counter-terrorism efforts,
and advancing the agenda
of the Global South to new
heights.

The Prime Minister of
India commenced his
visit in Ghana, where he
was warmly welcomed
by both the President and
the citizens of the nation.
While in Accra, the Indian
Prime Minister engaged in
discussions aimed at en-
hancing bilateral relations
in various sectors includ-
ing investment, energy,
health, security, and capac-
ity building. He also had
the privilege of addressing
the Parliament of Ghana,
which he regarded as an
honour for two dynamic
democracies. Also, he was
awarded the highest civil-
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ian honour by Ghana. Giv-
en its status as a stable and
democratic nation, as well
as a key member of the Af-
rican Union and ECOWAS,
the West African economic
organisation, Ghana is ex-
pected to play a crucial role
in boosting both bilateral
and regional ties for India
in Africa. During this im-
portant visit, the Indian
Prime Minister declared
a comprehensive part-
nership with Ghana and
mentioned how the bilat-
eral trade between the two
nations has crossed USD 3
billion.

The second subsequent
destination was Trinidad
& Tobago, a key Carib-
bean nation. Reflecting on

the profound people-to-
people connections, the
Indian Prime Minister re-
marked in his speech upon
arriving in Port of Spain
that Indians first set foot
in Trinidad and Tobago
180 years ago, and this
visit seeks to revitalize the
unique bonds of heritage
and cultural affinity. He
also discussed India’s de-
velopmental trajectory and
expressed his view of Trin-
idad and Tobago as a vital
ally in this endeavour. The
citizens of Trinidad and To-
bago appeared to be deeply
moved by his visit, and he
was awarded the highest
civilian honour from this
prominent Caribbean na-
tion as well. It is important

to highlight that Trinidad
and Tobago is a prosperous
nation with a commend-
able per capita income. Its
primary exports consist
of oil and gas, which rep-
resent nearly 40% of the
GDP and approximately
80% of total exports. Fur-
thermore, given the robust
civilizational connections
with India, it plays a crucial
role in enhancing India’s
influence in the Caribbean
region.

After departing from the
Port of Spain, Prime Minis-
ter Modi will head to Bue-
nos Aires, marking the first
bilateral visit by an Indian
Prime Minister to Argenti-
na in nearly sixty years. He
has described Argentina
as a crucial economic part-
ner in Latin America and a
significant ally within the
G20. During his discus-
sions with President Javier
Milei, the focus will be on
several key areas includ-

ing agriculture, essential
minerals, energy, trade,
tourism, technology, and
investment. It is notewor-
thy that Argentina is part
of the Lithium Triangle in
Latin America, which is vi-
tal for lithium production,
and the country actively
supports India’s advocacy
for reforms in the United
Nations.

The Prime Minister is set
to attend the BRICS Sum-
mit taking place in Rio de
Janeiro on Sunday this
week. He highlighted In-
dia’s commitment to the fo-
rum by clearly mentioning
that as a founding member,
India is dedicated to BRICS
as an essential platform
for collaboration among
emerging economies. He
also made clear that India
is working meticulously to
foster more peaceful, equi-
table, just, democratic, and
balanced multipolar world
order. In addition to his

participation in the sum-
mit, he will hold bilateral
talks with various global
leaders on the sidelines. Af-
ter the summit, PM Modi
will proceed to Brasilia for
a state visit, where he will
engage in bilateral discus-
sions with Brazilian Presi-
dent Lula da Silva. During
this meeting, India and
Brazil will evaluate their
trade relations, which cur-
rently stand at USD 12.2
billion, with the goal of in-
creasing this figure to USD
20 billion. India and Brazil
share similar history of co-
lonial rule and have identi-
cal national interests. India
and Brazil are also working
closely in novice areas of
international Solar alliance
and biofuel alliance.

The concluding segment
of the tour will bring the
Indian PM to Namibia,
which he referred to as a
trusted partner with whom
India shares acommon his-

tory of struggle against co-
lonialism. He is scheduled
to meet with President Ne-
tumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah to
establish a new framework
for collaboration and to ad-
dress the Namibian Parlia-
ment.

The Indian PM has con-
veyed his belief that these
visits would reinforce In-
dia’s bonds of friendship
across the Global South,
strengthen its partnerships
and deepen engagements
in multilateral platforms
such as the African Union,
ECOWAS, CARICOM, and
BRICS. Undoubtedly, these
visits play a significant role
in enhancing bilateral rela-
tions by establishing a plat-
form for dialogue, which
in turn fosters improved
multilateral relations and
promotes peace, security,
and development.

The author is Professor; School
of International Studies, TNU
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MUMBAI

The trailer of Kajol, Prith-
viraj Sukumaran and
Ibrahim Ali Khan-starrer
'Sarzameen' has been un-
veiled, garnering netizens'
attention.

Directed by Kayoze Irani,
the film stars Prithviraj Su-
kumaran as Vijay Menon - a
man torn between a father's
love and a soldier's duty, Ka-
jolas Meher - amother who
fights against all odds to
keep her family intact, and
Ibrahim Ali Khan as Har-
man - a vulnerable young
man caught at crossroads.

Excited to present 'Sar-
zameen' among the audi-
ence, Kayoze in a press
note said, " Sarzameen is
my first feature film as a
director and I am incred-
ibly proud of it. This story
came to me like a whisper

‘Raaj Karega aalik

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI
Rajkummar Rao starrer
'Maalik' is creating a sig-
nificant buzz in the enter-
tainment industry with its
teasers, trailers and new
tracks. The makers have
now released a song titled
'Raaj Karega Maalik',
which is sung by the MTV
Hustle winner MC Square.

Taking to their Insta-
gram handle, Tips (the of-
ficial production banner of
the film) shared the latest
song from '"Maalik', which
perfectly resonates with
Rajkummar Rao's gang-
ster vibe in the movie.

The music of 'Raaj Kare-
ga Maalik' is composed

I
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asks big questions but at its
heart, it's about love, iden-
tity, and finding your place

and quickly became a roar
I couldn't ignore. It's emo-
tional, it's intense, and it

.

by Sachin-Jigar and is
sung by Akasa. The song
comprises a high beat
and rage-filled rap by MC
Square.

Manushi Chillar looks

' song;unveiled}

gorgeous as she performs
beautifully to the music
beats of Sachin-Jigar. In
the music video, the duo
was also seen dancing
together after their indi-

'Chinki Minki' no more a 'jod1'

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Popular social media influ-
encer sisters Surabhi Mehra
and Samriddhi Mehra, also
known as Chinki-Minki
have announced a profes-
sional split.

Famed for their perfect di-
alogue sync, Chinki-Minki
were considered one of the
entertaining duos of social
media. They jointly created
an Instagram account that
boasts 12 million followers.

Taking to their Instagram
handle, the Mehra sisters
announced their split as
a jodi and are expected to
continue their own content
creation journey from now
on.

"With a heavy heart, we
are parting our ways now,
as Jodi. We've decided to
explore life on our individ-
ual journeys from here on,"
wrote Surabhi and Samrid-
dhi on Instagram.

With a massive following
on Instagram, Surabhi and
Samriddhi have created a
niche for themselves in the
entertainment industry.
The news of their profes-
sional separation came as a

huge shock to their fans, as
per the comment section of
the post.

Actor Vishal Jethwa, who
is known for his role in
'Mardaani 2' reacted to the
post saying "Noooo" ac-
companied by a heartbreak
emoji.

While many were
shocked, others specu-
lated on the possibility of
a prank by the sisters for
their fans. One of the so-

cial media users wrote,
"Chinkaaa minkaaa pls say
it's a prank!!! I can't believe
it!!" Another wrote, "Tell
me you guys are doing a
prank."

There were also a few
Instagram users who said
sibling separation is be-
coming a new trend, ref-
erencing Amaal Mallik's
social media post for his
family and brother Ar-
maan Malik.
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in a messy world. It is reso-
nant of the world today and
it captures the complexity
ofit."

He added, "Directing Ka-
jol Ma'am, Prithviraj Sir
and Ibrahim was a surreal
experience, they brought so
much vulnerability to their
characters and that made all
the difference."

Prithviraj Sukumaran and
Kajol also shared their expe-
rience working in the film.

Prithviraj said, "From the
moment I read the script
of Sarzameen, I knew this
was a character I needed
to play. It's layered, intense,
and speaks to the emotional
cost of choices we make in
the name of duty and love.
Playing this character
pushed me in ways I hadn't
expected--it challenged my
convictions and made me
reflect on the weight of si-
lence, loyalty, and truth.

vidual performances.

MC Square's rap and
Rajkummar Rao's expres-
sions sync perfectly, creat-
ing an adrenaline-rush

NEW DELHI
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Nora Fatehi poses for her social media. (Instagram)

sequence in the song.
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Life is not a bed of roses; you have to learn to handle
the thorns
—KAJOL
\ (Indian Actress) y

Aamir Khan to attend 16th Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Bollywood actor Aamir Khan
will attend the 16th edition
of the Indian Film Festival
of Melbourne (IFFM) as a
chief guest. The festival is set
to take place from August 14
to August 25. The film festi-
val organisers announced
Aamir's arrival through
their Instagram handle on
Thursday. Apart from him,
the actor-comedian Vir Das
willalsoattend the festival as
a guest. "Melbourne, please
welcome AAMIR KHAN

for the 16th edition of IFFM.
From redefining storytelling
in Indian cinema to break-
ing box office records and
pushing creative boundar-
ies with every film--Aamir

Khan stands tall as a legend
who has shaped generations
of cinegoers," wrote IFFM in
the caption section of their
announcement post.

IFFM further wrote, "The
Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne 2025 is proud
to welcome this GLOBAL
ICON, whose impact goes
beyond borders, languages,
and genres."

IFFM credits Aamir Khan
for sparking national and in-
ternational dialogue around
inclusive education with his
culturally impactful film "Ta-
are Zameen Par'.

Brad on why 'Ford vs Ferrari’ didn"t come through with Tom Cruise

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON DC

Brad Pitt is currently bask-
ing in the success of his
recently released film 'F1',
which has topped the charts
at the international box of-
fice. While the rumours of
the 'F1' sequel are still rife on
the internet, with a possible
crossover of Tom Cruise, the
actor Pitt revealed why the
'Ford vs Ferrari' didn't hap-
pen with him and Cruise in

the lead roles, as reported
by Variety. In an earlier in-
terview, 'F1' director Joseph
Kosinski revealed that he
initially pitched the idea of

Ford vs Ferrari with Brad
Pitt and Tom Cruise in the
lead roles. However, it didn't
see the light of another day
due to budget issues with
the makers. James Mangold
ended up directing "Ford v
Ferrari" with Christian Bale
and Matt Damon instead.
In a recent interview Pitt
revealed that there was an-
other reason why 'Ford vs
Ferrari' didn't feature him
and Cruise in lead roles.

METRO

PRAVEEN NAGDA

Story of infidelity, betrayal,
disloyalty, fickleness, and
lack of trust arising among
couples out of a variety of
reasons, including monot-
ony, loneliness, unfulfilled
dreams, unrealised aspi-

REVIEW: METRO IN DINQ ****=

IN DINO

rations, career struggles,
or probably just to explore
something outside of the
conventional relationships,
makes a very good subject.
But to tell this in a beautiful
musical, lyrical, melodious,
and poetic expression could
only come from Anurag
Basu, and his innovative
experiments in the world
of cinema.

Metro In Dino (literally -
Metro, these days) captures
intense romantic encoun-
ters and relationship is-
sues between four couples
in a comical yet powerful,
rhythmic, expressive, and

harmonious musical blend
by Pritam. It’s a film where
the real impact of the story
and screenplay is created
by its musical narrative and
not just the dialogue.
Pankaj Tripathi as Monty
and Konkona Sen Sharma
as his wife Kajol, Anupam
Kher as Parimal and Nee-
na Gupta as his ex-flame
Shibani, Ali Fazal as Akash
and Fatima Sana Shaikh as
his wife Shruti, and Aditya
Roy Kapur as Parth and
Sara Ali Khan as his part-
ner represent four couples
from different age groups,
lifestyles, social back-
grounds but with a com-
monness of living in Metro,
in contemporary times.
Each couple is gripped

with unique issues in their
relationship and is trying to
battle out their situations,
encountering or escaping
the third party, and dealing
with not just the mistrust of
the other one but also a lot
of misunderstanding, mis-
communication, and mis-
interpretation as the story
unfolds over four parallel
tracks.

Anupam Kher getting
drunk is super realistic,
Sara Ali Khan getting
drunk is funny and rib-
tickling, while Konkona
Sen Sharma getting drunk
is a bit of cacophony, but all
of them do it well for their
respective roles, adding a
touch of seriousness, com-
edy, and theatrics. Pankaj

Tripathi has delivered a
variety of expressions bril-
liantly in his character, in-
cluding deep love of a hus-
band, affection of a father,
flirtatious behaviours of in-
fidelity, pain and guilt of be-
ing disloyal to his partner,
and comical misadventures
while chasing his love back.

Excellent chemistry be-
tween Anupam Kher and
Neena Gupta as an old
couple, and an outstand-
ing performance by Aditya
Roy Kapoor, especially with
his long tongue-twister
dialogues appearing quite
a few times, making you
laugh as he charms his way
through fellow actors. Sara
remains bubbly and viva-
cious while portraying the

character of a confused in-
dividual, who knows her
path but not the destina-
tion.

You are bound to sink
into the melodies crafted
by lyricists Amitabh Bhat-
tacharya, Qaisar Ul Jafri,
Sandeep Shrivastava,
Anurag Sharma, Neelesh
Misra, and Momin Khan
Momin, etc., and the mu-
sic composed by Pritam
Chakraborty. Almost a
quarter of the film’s run
time is full of music, and
that drastically elevates the
whole story and screenplay,
which wouldn’t have stood
on its own probably.

In a strange narrative,
the film probably justifies
the infidelity, individual
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needs, and self-love coming
above everything, almost all
through the film. However,
in the end, it lands up with
a message of falling in love
with the same person again
and again, in a true Bolly-
wood style.

ANLPAM
b WHR

While it’s fun to watch the
film, it is the music that will
bring you real joy!

Praveen Nagda is Festival
Director of KidzCINEMA
and CultureCinema Film
Festivals
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TAKEN: HOW MARRIAGE BECOMES A WOMAN'S
SOCIAL SHIELD IN INDIA

NAMRATA KOHLI

€6 Ihad to catch a flight

once at 6 a.m. ...

I came out of the
house at 4 a.m. and it was
dark. A man started fol-
lowing me; I went back to
my house and I missed my
flight. The next day I booked
the same flight. But I stayed
at my male friend’s house,
and he dropped me off. I
need a man”- this wasn’t
an abla nari speaking but
an empowered and finan-
cially independent woman...
Yes, this is someone with a
voice.. We are talking about
acclaimed actor Neena
Gupta.

This stark anecdote
wasn’t about romance—it
was about basic safety and
the instinctive reliance on
male presence when public
spaces feel unsafe. Neena’s

words cut through idealism
to highlight a hard truth
faced daily by many Indian
women.

In India, safety is often not
aright—it’s a status symbol.
And marriage? That’s the
ultimate credential.

Whether consciously or
not, society treats mar-
ried women as being in a
“safe zone.” You're no lon-
ger considered available.
You're taken. That word
does more than define your
relationship—it protects
your boundaries. Once
married, society tends to
back off—literally and figu-
ratively. You're “taken,” and
that label alone becomes
your strongest armour.

It’s not just about roman-
tic interest or flirtation. It’s
about how you're treatedev-
erywhere—by the electri-
cian who visits your home,
the grocery store guy who
insists on chatting a bit too
long, the neighbour who
stares too freely, or the uncle
ji whose eyes linger a little
too much. There’s an unspo-
ken line they dare not cross
when you're someone’s wife.

But step outside that role—
become widowed, divorced,
or simply choose to remain
single—and that shield dis-
solves. Suddenly, you're
“available.” You may not be

saying anything with your
words, but society projects
all kinds of stories onto your
silences. A single woman
must have a need, a desire,
a vulnerability that’s up for
discussion, analysis—or ex-
ploitation.

It’s a cruel paradox. The
institution that is supposed
to offer companionship is
also what society uses to
determine how much re-
spect, protection, or dignity
a woman deserves. You be-
come safebecauseyou're at-
tached to a man. Lose that
man, and your vulnerability
becomes public property.

Menstrual cycle detox:
Ayurvedic panchakarma for
hormonal balance

DANNY KUMAR MEENA

Hormonal imbalances can
disrupt the natural rhythm
of the menstrual cycle, lead-
ing to issues such as irregu-
lar periods, mood swings,
weight gain, fatigue, acne,
and even infertility. While
modern medicine offers
various treatment options,
many women are now turn-
ing to holistic systems like
Ayurveda for long-term
solutions rooted in natural
healing and balance.

One of Ayurveda’s most
profound and time-tested
approaches to managing
hormonal health and restor-
ing menstrual regularity is
Panchakarma—a detoxifi-
cation therapy designed to
cleanse the body, balance
the doshas, and rejuvenate
the mind and body.

AYURVEDA AND HOR-
MONAL HEALTH
According to Ayurvedic
philosophy, health depends
on the balance of three bio-
logical energies or doshas—
Vata, Pitta, and Kapha.
Hormonal disturbances
are often viewed as a result
of imbalances in these do-
shas, compounded by poor
digestion, toxin accumula-
tion, stress, and unhealthy
lifestyle choices.

In conditions like PCOS
(Polycystic Ovary Syn-
drome) and PCOD (Polycys-
tic Ovarian Disease), doshic
imbalances—especially of
Kapha and Vata—are com-
monly observed. These dis-
orders manifest asirregular
cycles, ovarian cysts, weight

gain, and skin or hair issues,
and may also impact fertil-
ity. Ayurvedic management
focuses on restoring system-
ic harmony through diet,
lifestyle changes, herbal
therapies, and internal de-
toxification.

WHAT IS PANCHA-
KARMA?
Panchakarma, meaning
“five actions,” is a corner-
stone of Ayurvedic treat-
ment aimed at purifying the
body and restoring doshic
balance. It consists of five

primary procedures:

Vamana (Therapeutic
Emesis): Induced vomiting
to eliminate excess Kapha
and toxins from the up-
per gastrointestinal tract.
Virechana (Therapeutic
Purgation): Controlled
cleansing of the intes-
tines to expel excess Pitta
dosha and detoxify the
liver and gallbladder.
Basti (Medicated En-
ema): Administration of
herbal decoctions or oils
via the rectum to bal-
ance Vata dosha, nour-
ish reproductive tissues,
and enhance elimination.
Nasya (Nasal Therapy): Ap-
plication of medicated oils
or powders through the
nostrils to clear toxins from
the head and neck region
and balance Kapha and
Vata.

Raktamokshana (Blood-
letting): A traditional blood
purification technique
used selectively to man-

age Pitta-related disorders.
Each therapy is selected
based on an individual’s
constitution (Prakriti), cur-
rent imbalances (Vikriti),
and specific health condi-
tions.

PANCHAKARMA AND
MENSTRUAL HEALTH
For women experiencing
menstrual irregularities
or hormonal imbalances,
Panchakarma acts as a re-
set mechanism. It clears ac-
cumulated toxins (ama) that
interfere with hormonal

pathways, enhances nutri-
ent absorption, and restores
optimal functioning of the
endocrine and reproductive
systems.

Detoxifying treatments
like Virechana and Bastiare
especially beneficial in man-
aging conditions like PCOS/
PCOD, which involve slug-
gish metabolism and hor-
monal disruption. Basti, in
particular, is known to sup-
port the reproductive sys-
tem and regulate the men-
strual cycle by nourishing
the deeper tissues (dhatus).

SUPPORTING THE DE-
TOX WITH LIFESTYLE

AND DIET

Alongside Panchakarma,
Ayurvedic guidelines rec-
ommend a supportive diet
and lifestyle to maintain
hormonal balance:

Include high-fibre foods
like vegetables, fruits, le-
gumes, and whole grains to
aid digestion and hormonal

This belief is baked into
every interaction. It’s why
single women still hesitate
to rent homes alone. Why
do landlords ask, “Aapke
husband kya karte hain?”
before offering you a flat.
Why does the local plumber
behave differently once he
sees a man at home? Why
women who’ve lost their
partners are suddenly treat-
ed with either suspicion or
unsolicited sympathy.

The truth is, safety
shouldn’t be marital-sta-
tus dependent. A woman
shouldn’t need a male buf-
fer to earn respect. But in

regulation.

Reduce intake of sugar,
dairy, and processed foods,
as these can aggravate Ka-
pha and Pitta doshas and
contribute to inflammation
and insulin resistance.

Incorporate spices like
turmeric, cinnamon, and
ginger to improve digestion
and support detoxification.

Practice stress reduc-
tion techniques such as
yoga, meditation, and
pranayama (breathwork),
which help regulate stress
hormones and support
emotional well-being.

HERBAL SUPPORT IN
AYURVEDA

Herbs such as Ashoka,
Shatavari, and Ashwa-
gandha are commonly
used in Ayurvedic practice
to support menstrual and
hormonal health. Ashoka
is known to ease menstrual
cramps and promote cycle
regularity. Shatavari nour-
ishes the reproductive sys-
tem, while Ashwagandha
acts as an adaptogen, help-
ing the body cope with
stress and balance cortisol
levels.

CONCLUSION

Menstrual and hormonal
imbalances are complex
and multifactorial, but
Ayurveda provides a ho-
listic framework to under-
stand and address them.
Panchakarma, as a detoxi-
fication and rejuvenation
protocol, helps cleanse the
body of accumulated tox-
ins, balance the doshas, and
restore harmony within the
endocrine and reproductive
systems. When combined
with a wholesome diet,
mindful lifestyle practices,
and herbal support, it offers
a sustainable path toward
hormonal balance and men-
strual well-being.

The author is Founder & CEO
at Girlyveda

our society, being someone’s
wife is still a certificate of le-
gitimacy—and being single
is, unfairly, treated as a
question mark.

Mayhbe it’s time we flipped
that script.

“It’s strange,” says Anjali
Tiwari, a 34-year-old PR
executive. “The same men
who were overly friendly
when I was single became
professionally courteous
once I got married. Sud-
denly, there were no late-
night ‘work calls’ or unso-
licited compliments. I hadn’t
changed—but their percep-
tion of me had.”

This isn’t just anecdotal.
According to Dr. Radhika
Menon, a Delhi-based so-
ciologist, “In patriarchal
societies, a woman is ‘pro-
tected’ not by laws, but by
her association with a man.
Marriage is seen as a proxy
for respectability, which in
turn influences how much
harassment or intrusion she
may face. It’s deeply flawed,
but it’s real.”

And yet, women are quiet-
ly subverting this equation.
More women are choosing
singlehood on their own
terms. They’re install-
ing cameras, hiring staff,

building support systems,
and reclaiming their space.
They’re not waiting for a
man to ‘take’ them so they
can feel safe.

Counterpoint? Some ar-
gue that the perception
of safety post-marriage is
not just about gender—it’s
also about structure. With
marriage comes routine,
stability, and sometimes
the presence of a partner at
home. But that still doesn’t
justify why a single woman’s
dignity should be treated as
optional.

Because ultimately, secu-
rity shouldn’t be marital.
It should be societal.

That’s the heart of the
issue, isn’t it? Neena Gup-
ta’s statement—“I need a
man”—is not about depen-
dence, it’s a survival strategy
in a society where women
are conditioned to borrow
safetyrather than own it.

Changing this requires
a multi-pronged, societal
shift—not just policy tweaks
or moral outrage. We need
to normalize women’s In-
dependence—Visibly and
Loudly. Representation
matters. Show more single
women, widows, and di-
vorcees thriving without
apology in films, media,
public life. Create a culture
of assertiveness, not invis-

ibility. Too often, women
shrink themselves in pub-
lic to “avoid trouble.” That
must flip.

Cities must be planned
with women at the center:
well-lit streets, gender-neu-
tral public toilets, visible
security, reliable last-mile
transport. Recalibrate the
Legal & Police Machinery.
Fast-track harassment and
stalking cases, which are
currently underreported
and under-prosecuted.
Train police in gender-
sensitivity. Most women
don’t report threats because
they don’t want “to create a
scene” or face dismissive-
ness. Make residential soci-
eties more inclusive of single
women. Ban discriminatory
rental practices. Establish
women-only complaint re-
dressal cells in workplaces,
RWAs, and housing societ-
ies.

Stop teaching girls to stay
safe by shrinking their lives.
Instead, teach boys bound-
aries, consent, and conse-
quences.

When a woman says she
needs a man for protection,
she’s not endorsing patriar-
chy—she’s surviving it. But
a truly safe society is one
where no woman has to
look over her shoulder. Or
reach for a male shield.

From inheritance to investment: Empowering
women to own and grow real estate wealth

GUNJAN GOEL

Owning a piece of land or
property has long been seen
asasymbol of financial secu-
rity and independence. But
for decades, women’s stake
in real estate — whether
through inheritance or in-
vestment — has remained
limited due to social norms,
lack of awareness, and
structural barriers. Today,
however, a new generation
of women is reclaiming this
space and rewriting the rules
of wealth-building through
real estate.

In India, while the law
provides equal inheritance

rights to daughters, the re-
ality is that many women
still hesitate to claim their
share of ancestral property.
Cultural conditioning often
makes women feel guilty
about “asking” for what’s
legally theirs, fearing family
disputes or social backlash.
But conversations are chang-
ing. Legal experts, financial
planners, and women’s
rights groups are increas-
ingly spreading aware-
ness about property rights,
helping women realise that
inheritance is not a favour —
it’s a right.

Beyond inheritance,
the bigger shift is in how
women view real estate as a
means of active wealth cre-
ation. More women — from
young professionals to self-
employed entrepreneurs
— are looking at property
not just as a home but as an
investment asset that can
generate rental income, ap-
preciate in value, and offer
long-term stability. With

better access to financial
literacy resources, women
are learning to assess home
loans, check developer cre-
dentials, and negotiate deals
confidently.

Interestingly, developers
and banks are also recog-
nising the growing influ-
ence of women buyers and
investors. Many banks of-
fer concessional interest
rates for women home loan
applicants. Real estate com-
panies, too, are designing
marketing campaigns that
speak directly to women,
highlighting safety, ame-
nities, and long-term ROI
— factors that resonate
strongly with female buyers.

However, challenges per-
sist. Lack of knowledge
about paperwork, legal
loopholes, and the fear of
dealing with brokers often
hold women back. This is
where education and com-
munity support play a cru-
cial role. Women-centric
property forums, online

webinars, and real estate in-
vestment groups are emerg-
ing as safe spaces for women
to ask questions, learn from
peers, and build confidence.

Owning and investing in
property gives women more
than just an asset; it gives
them a voice at the family
table and a stronger finan-
cial backbone for life’s un-
certainties. As more women
step up to claim their inheri-
tance and make strategic in-
vestments, they are not just
securing their own future
— they’re inspiring other
women to do the same.

In the coming years, the
real estate market is poised
towitness the rise of the em-
powered woman investor —
one who knows her rights,
trusts her instincts, and be-
lieves that owning property
is not just about bricks and
walls, but about building
lasting freedom.

The author is Director, Goel
Ganga Developments)

The inner numbness of high-achieving women

DR CHANDNI TUGNAIT

She ticks all the boxes,
whether it’s promotions,
accolades, perfectly struc-
tured days, or curated
confidence. She’s the go-to
person, the planner, the
achiever. But beneath that
poised exterior, many high-
achieving women quietly
carry something they rare-
ly speak of: a strange, per-
sistent numbness.

It’s not sadness. It’s not
depression. It’s a sense of
disconnection, from joy,
from spontaneity, some-
times even from them-
selves. And it doesn’t show
up in breakdowns. It shows
up in high-functioning rou-
tines, in busy schedules, in
achievement after achieve-
ment that still doesn’t feel
like enough. This inner
numbness is not a flaw.
It’s a signal. One that often
gets silenced by productiv-
ity, perfectionism, and the
pressure to keep going.

DrChandniTugnait, MD

(A.M) Psychotherapist,
Life Alchemist, Coach &
Healer, Founder & Direc-
tor, Gateway of Healing
shares some insights on
this inner numbness of
high-achieving women-
Performing instead of feel-
ing: Many high-achieving
women have learned to
perform emotions, smiling
when exhausted, nodding
when uncomfortable, lis-
tening when craving space.
Their emotional radar be-
comes attuned to others
while they lose touch with
their own. They’re so used
to being who they need to
be in the room, they forget
to ask: What do I feel in this
moment?
Over-functioning as a
safety mechanism: When
success becomes a survival
tool, over-functioning is the
default mode. These wom-
en don’t just meet expecta-
tions, they exceed them,
repeatedly. They manage
teams, homes, friendships,
sometimes all at once. But

this constant motion often
masks emotional stillness.
The body may be moving,
but the inner world feels
frozen. It’s easier to do than
to feel. Achievement as a
substitute for worth: From
an early age, many high-
achieving women equated
value with performance.
Be the top scorer. Be the
dependable one. Be the role
model. Over time, achieve-
ment became their lan-
guage of love and identity.
But when self-worth is tied
only to output, anything
less than perfect feels like
failure, and joy becomes
conditional.

Disconnection from plea-
sure and play: Pleasure
often feels inefficient. Play
feels irresponsible. And
rest? That feels like guilt.
In the relentless pursuit
of growth, many women
forget what it’s like to be
playful, sensual, creative,
without it having to serve a
purpose. The ability to feel
deeply, to laugh freely, to

rest fully, all become muted
in a life built around “doing
more.”

Intimacy becomes a per-
formance: This numbness
can quietly infiltrate rela-
tionships too. Vulnerabil-
ity requires presence, and
when the nervous system
is wired for high alert, even
love can feel like a task.
Conversations become
check-ins.

Affection becomes rou-
tine. These women are
present, but often not fully
available, even to those they
care about.

Avoiding emotions
through busyness: Suc-
cess gives women the per-
fect hiding spot. It’s easy to
mask grief, fear, or loneli-
ness when the calendar is
full and the inbox is over-
flowing.

The author is MD (A.M)
Psychotherapist, Life Alche-
mist, Coach Gamp; Healer,
Founder &amp; Director,
Gateway of Healing
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E RIPPLE EFFECT OF FORGIVENESS

SARAH EAGGER

“To forgive is to set a prisoner
free and discover that the pris-
onerwas youw’

Lewis B. Smedes

orgiveness is a pow-
erful spiritual attri-
bute. It is the ‘inten-

tional decision to let go of
anger and resentment or
desire for revenge’. Those
who have this beautiful vir-
tue understand the value of
freedom, and recognise that
the real impact extends far
beyond just two individu-
als.

The Hawaiian people have
the understanding that the
world we experience is a
mirror of what is going on
inside us. They have the
awareness that we all con-
tribute to whatever is hap-
pening to the world and to
the self. They have a prac-
tice of reconciliation and
forgiveness, which means
to ‘make right’ or ‘to cor-

rect’. Itis a prayer of forgive-
ness and acceptance and of
cleansing the energies.

The name of their prayer
is ‘Ho'oponopono’. This is
the prayer:

I'm sorry - recognise and
accept responsibility for
what caused the situation,
to the one wronged and to
the universe.

Please forgive me - a re-
quest to make amends, to
the higher self and the uni-
verse

Thank you - an opportu-
nity to show gratitude to the
higher self and the universe.

I love you - is said to the
universe as a form of grati-
tude - for allowing me this
earthly experience whereby
Tlearn.

It takes a great deal of
strength and humility, es-
pecially when we feel as if
we are the victim, to be able
to say, ‘I'm sorry’, but this
prayer, or attitude, is a way
to liberate the soul from the
karmic ties that have been
created through many life-
times. For those on a spiri-
tual path, who have become
aware that we are originally
peaceful beings of light, we
begin to understand that if
we find ourselves in situa-
tions that are difficult, with
people who are difficult,
we have somehow, some-
where, contributed to what
is unfolding. Whatever is

happening is for a reason;
there is something to learn,
a chance to practise forgive-
ness, to develop the power
to discriminate, a chance to
respond differently. There
is a very deep significance
in difficult situations that
inspire us to respond in a
higher way. When we for-
give, we settle a karmic ac-
count. If we do not, we run
the risk of perpetuating the
account and open the way
to more hurt.

Forgiveness is power-
ful. Research shows that
forgiveness reduces stress
and anxiety, enhances emo-
tional well-being, improves
mental health, increases
empathy and compas-
sion, induces better sleep
and physical health, gives
a greater sense of control
and empowerment, en-
hances social connections
and increases the chance of
personal growth and trans-
formation. The ripple effect
is the impact on the wider
community.

Forgiveness is a journey
that requires patience, un-
derstanding and self-com-
passion. It is not something
that can be resolved just by
the words ‘I forgive you' un-
less a deep process has taken
place inside first. There has
to be an acknowledgement
of all the emotions involved,
an understanding of all the

-~

When we forgive, we settle a karmic account.

Forgiveness is ajourney that requires patience, understanding
and self-compassion. It is not something that can be resolved
Just by the words ‘I forgive you’ unless a deep process bas
taken place inside first. There bas to be an acknowledgement
of all the emotions involved, an understanding of all the
causes before the decision to forgive can move us towards
working through the pain, and letting go of resentment.

causes before the decision to
forgive can move us towards

working through the pain,
and letting go of resentment.

Meditation helps a great
deal in these processes.

Taking time in the early
morning to be in silence and
calm, can help to integrate
the healing and awaken the
recognition of what needs to
be accomplished and how it
can be done. The freedom
and lightness of being that
follows such a deep practice
of forgiving, is the beauti-
ful reward of having had
the courage, humility, and
self-compassion to begin
the journey. ‘The weak can
never forgive. Forgiveness
is the attribute of the strong’

- Mahatma Gandhi

(For further insights and
practical steps for moving
forward on the journey of
forgiveness, you may find
this book helpful: “Stillness
in the Storm - 7 tools for
coping with fear and uncer-
tainty”, by Jan Alcoe and Dr
Sarah Eagger)
Dr. Sarab Eagger; a long-time
practitioner of Rajyoga, is
Chair of the Fanki Foundation
and a retired consultant psy-
chiatrist formerly at Imperial
College, London.

Making the journey of life safe

B.K. GEETA

About 90 per cent of all traffic
accidents result from mistakes
made by drivers, according to
studies. Common driver errors
include distraction (like tex-
ting or talking on the phone),
driving under the influence of
alcohol or drugs, and reckless
driving. Drivers make poor de-
cisions or fail to react correctly
in countless situations on the
road. Different measures and
strategies are in place to reduce
driver error and prevent road
accidents. These include train-
ing courses to teach drivers ba-
sic safety rules and responsible
driving habits. There are also
public awareness campaigns to
promote safe driving.

But all that is about accidents
on the road. What about the
‘accidents’ in our lives? They
damage our relationships, our
health, our careers, and much
more. These ‘accidents’ too re-
sult from driver error - loss
of control over our thoughts,
words, and deeds, acting un-
der the influence of a weakness
(such as anger, greed, or pride),
and distraction caused by de-
sires. The driver here is the soul,
the sentient being who thinks,
reasons, and acts. The body is
the vehicle, the physical medi-
um through which the soul ex-
presses itself. Just as a car can-
not move unless it is started by
a driver, the body does not func-
tion without the soul. The soul
lends life to the body, and con-
sciousness resides in the soul.
Ideas, memories, and emotions
are rooted in the soul, not the
brain. The brain is a physical
organ that receives inputs from
the sense organs - the eyes,
ears, nose, tongue, and the skin.
These inputs from the senses
are unpredictable, and may
change every moment. How
does the brain respond to them?
It is not programmed to react to

The invisible

The mishaps in our lives result from loss of control over our thoughts, words, and actions.

the inputs. Had that been the
case, the response to one kind
of sensory input would always
be the same. But that does not
happen in real life. When con-
fronted again with a situation

that we had faced years ago, our
response is not necessarily the
same - it may be informed by
our past experience and could
be different. The soul is the in-
telligent entity that makes the

choices which determine how
the brain responds to stimuli.
Just as a driver decides wheth-
er to stop the car or swerve to
avoid hitting someone, the soul
decides how to respond to dif-

ferent people and circumstanc-
es.

But unlike in the case of road
accidents, the accidents in our
lives are rarely attributed to
the driver - the soul. Instead,
we look at other people, situa-
tions, or even our vehicle, the
body, and hold them respon-
sible for our experiences. This
is akin to a driver blaming his
or her car for an accident, com-
pletely absolving themselves of
all responsibility. However, this
is not surprising. Most people
are unaware of the fact that
they are souls. The body can
be seen and felt, not the soul.
So, they think the body is the
totality of their existence. The
seemingly rationalistic - but
rather simplistic - idea that see-
ing is believing, leads many to
ignore or doubt the existence
of anything beyond the physi-
cal realm. The metaphysical is
at best a mystery to them, and
at worst a deception. It takes
courage, and honesty, to go be-
yond the physical dimension
and explore the field of higher
consciousness. The rewards
are immense. Recognising our
spiritual identity brings under-

standing, and acceptance, of
the law of karma. Our actions
are seeds that produce the fruit
of our experiences. In other
words, all that we go through
in life - good or bad - is the re-
sult of our own karma. This
knowledge encourages us to act
responsibly, and wisely, fully
aware that the consequences of
what we do will surely come to
us one day. Every action has an
equal and opposite reaction, is
a guiding principle for building
a happy life. If we ensure that
our actions are good, beneficial,
charitable, then their karmic re-
turn will be of the same quality.
When I, the soul, live with this
awareness, then the journey of
my life is free from accidents.
There might be some mishaps
on the way, but when I remem-
ber that they are the result of
karmic accounts from the past,
I am able to take them in my
stride and continue my journey
without fuss. Others can also
learn from me the basics of safe
‘driving’, and cruise happily
through the journey of life.

B.K. Geeta is a Rajyoga teacher at
the Brabma Kumaris beadquarters
in Abu Road, Rajasthan.
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WENDY FARRINGTON

Everything that you find
in the room where you are
sitting, except the plants,
starts in the invisible. A
human mind had to think
of a chair, table, or even a
cushion. They had to think
of it first, work out how to go
about building it in the best
way, and then try it. So, the
start of the chair was in the
mind, the invisible.

We are also influenced or
guided by the invisible. Our
mind elaboratesin the invis-
ible and then decides and
goes into action. The deci-

sion or choice is also taken
invisibly. We ourselves, as
energy, soul, and spirit are
invisible. The physical body
is visible. It belongs to mat-
ter. It responds through the
sense organs and commu-
nicateswhat it feels, sees, or
hears to the soul.

The futureis also invisible.I
have hope that the future
will be good.I have this faith
alongwith otherelements of
faith in accordance with my
beliefs. All of this is invis-
ible.

We are, however, very con-
centrated on matter and the
physical world. A great part
of our lives is focused on the
invisible. Think of peace,
joy, love, and hope. And
thegreat One, God.

Are there sense organs that
recognize the invisible? If
we compare ourselves with
animals, they have very
well-developed sense or-
gans allowing them to hear
ultrasonic sounds. Their
sense of smell can be trained

A great part of our lives is focused on the invisible - peace, joy, love, hope, and God.

to alert humans of specific
medicalissues, as well as de-

tect hidden drugs. Worms,
dogs, and other animals

can sense earthquakeslong
before they begin. They

can sense vibrations of fear
from us and ‘perceive’ many
things we don’t. Dogs, for
example, just know how we
feel about them. They know
when they are loved.

The quality of our emotion-
al life depends on the invis-
ible. My spiritual sensitivity
will allow me to understand
myselfand others.The more
I develop my spiritual intel-
ligence, the more I become
alert to vibrations.

How much do I know about
myself, the soul, the spirit,
the part that is invisible?
How well can I accurately
discernwhat is going on in-
side? Can I precisely evalu-
ate people by their body lan-
guage, facial expressions,
and vibrations?

Can I discern my motiva-
tions, like kindness, selfish-
ness, and charity, and those
of others? Can I respond in
the best way possible, like
the example of Michelle
Obama telling her daughter
upon observing the bad be-

haviour of another person:
“When they go low, we go
high!”?

Can I understand the differ-
ence between limited satis-
faction and happiness? An
unselfish gesture can make
a lasting impact on some-
one. It has been discovered
that people who work in
voluntaryorganizationsthat
help other people unself-
ishly, gain benefits such as
stronger immune systems.
Man has always looked for
a connection with God, the
Ultimate Invisible! It is nec-
essary to fully develop our
awareness of the invisible
toconnect with Him.

The invisible is very real.
Maybe it is to be trusted
even more than what we
can physically see.

Wendy Farrington is a former
choreograpber and member
of the Olympic Ski Team GB,
currently based in Rome. She is
partof the national co-ordinat-
ing team for Brabma Kumaris
activities in Italy.

THOUGHT
FORTODAY

Sometimes I get caught
up in thinking Iam the
sum of everything I do,
that my actions define
me. By getting caught
up in worrying about
each of my actions
and its impact, I forget

about who Iam. When

Iremember I am a BE-
ING of peace, my ac-
tions will be filled with
the peaceful energy
of my being. Then my
pure intentions will
carry each action to a
positive outcome. To-
day let me remember
who I truly am - a hu-
man being, not a hu-
man doing.
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GUKESH OUTWITS CARLSEN, LEADS
'SUPER UNITED RAPID AND BLITZ

AGENCIES
ZAGREB

World champion D Gukesh
let his moves do the talk-
ing as he scored another
impressive win over world
number one Magnus
Carlsen to grab the sole lead
after six rounds of the Su-
per United Rapid and blitz
chess tournament here.
Counting the opening day
victories, the win against
Carlsen late on Thursday
was Gukesh'’s fifth consecu-
tive triumph in the tourna-
ment and took him to 10
points out of a possible 12.
With just three rounds
to come in rapid section,
Gukesh enjoys two points
lead over nearest rival Duda
Jan-Krzysztof of Poland.
Wesley So of United States
isin sole third spot on seven
points, a full point clear of
Carlsen, Anish Giri of Hol-
land and local hero Ivan
Saric.
RPraggnanandhaashares
the seventh spot on five
points with American Fa-

biano Caruana, while Ali-
reza Firouzja of France isin
ninth spot on four points.
Nodirbek Abdusattorov of
Uzbekistan is 10th on just
three points.

Carlsen has never minced
his words and has been a
critic of Gukesh in the faster

version of the game.

The World number one
had infamously banged the
table after his previous loss
to Gukesh in the Norway
chess tournament. That
was the Indian’s first vic-
tory over the world number
one in Classical chess.

The victory as black was
sweet for Gukesh.

Carlsen enjoyed some
optical advantage after his
king pawn opening but
the day belonged to Guke-
sh who found the perfect
counter play.

At some point Carlsen had

Wimbledon: Naomi Osaka loses to
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova

AGENCIES
LONDON

Naomi Osaka might be more
comfortable on grass courts
these days but she will once
again leave Wimbledon in
the third round after a 3-6,
6-4, 6-4 loss to Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova on Friday.

Osakais aformer No.1now
ranked 50th and a four-time
Grand Slam champion, all
on hard courts — she won
the U.S. Open and Austra-
lian Open twice apiece.

Osaka arrived at the All
England Club this year hav-
ing lost three of her last four
matches at the place and
with a career record of 5-4
there. Her best showing was
getting to the third round in
2017 and 2018; she missed
the tournament in 2021,
2022 and 2023.

From 4-all in the third set,
Pavluchenkova grabbed
eight of the match’s last 10
points, holding at love, then
breaking in the final game
with the help of a trio of
forehand unforced errors
by Osaka. “A majority of you

were cheering for Naomi, but
that’s OK,” Pavlyuchenkova,
who turned 34 on Thursday,
told the crowd at Court No.
2. “I'm mentally tough, so
that didn’t bother me at all.
The opposite: It gave me
energy.”Pavlyuchenkova,

Kannada actor Kichcha Sudeep poses with fans during the launch of his team, Kichcha’s
Kings Bengaluru (KKB), as he joins motorsport by acquiring the Bengaluru franchise in
the Indian Racing Festival (IRF), in Bengaluru on Friday. (ANI Photo)

who is ranked 53rd, was
the 2021 runner-up at the
French Open, and Friday’s
victory moved her into the
fourth round at Wimbledon
for the first time since she
was a quarterfinalist nine
years ago.

to part with two minor piec-
es forarook and a couple of
extra pawns that looked
menacing.

However, Gukesh calmly
exploited Carlsen’s bad plan
with the clock ticking away
and the famous victory was
scored after 49 moves.

Earlier in the day, Gukesh
had beaten Abdusattorov
and Caruana with some
fine efforts.

Praggnanandhaa’s search
for an elusive victory con-
tinued as he played out
three draws with Caruana,
Carlsen and Giri. Prag-
gnanandhaa will need some
victories on the final day to
make a comeback in the
tournament.

Standings after round 6: 1.
D Gukesh (Ind, 10); 2. Duda
Jan-Krzysztof (Pol, 8); 3.
Wesley So (Usa, 7); 4-6: Ivan
Saric (Cro); Magnus Carlsen
(Nor); Anish Giri (Ned) 6
each; 7-8; Fabiano Caruana
(Usa); R Praggnanandhaa
(Ind) 2 each. 9. Alireza Fir-
ouzja (Fra, 4); 10. Nodirbek
Abdusattorov (Uzb, 3).

Siraj strikes twice before Smith
smashes sensational hundred

AGENCIES
BIRMINGHAM

India pacer Mohammed
Siraj struck twice in as
many balls but Jamie Smith
swung the momentum back
in England’s favour with a
counter-attacking hundred
as the hosts raced to 249 for
five at lunch on day three
of the second Test here on
Friday.Despite the swash-
buckling effort from Smith
(102 batting off 82 balls),
England remain far away
from India’s 587 all out.

Smith smashed a memo-
rable hundred in less than
a session and Harry Brook
(91 batting off 127) was on
course toreach three figures
at the break.

Strikingly, England ham-
mered 172 runs in 27 overs
in the first two hours of play.

Resuming the day at 77 for
three, England lost half their
side in the second over of the
morning session when Siraj
had Joe Root (22) and Ben
Stokes (O) caught behind.
Root’s was a soft dismissal
as he got faint tickle down
the leg side while Stokes was
surprised to get a sharply

)

rising ball first up.

England were reduced to
84 for five but Smith and
Brook continued to attack
and put pressure back on
the opposition.

Prasidh Krishna was
brought in toimplement the
short ball plan with six field-
ers on the leg side but that
failed as Smith got the bet-
ter of him in the 12th over of
the morning that yielded 23
runs. Four boundaries and
a six over deep square leg
came in that eventful over.

India persisted it with
Krishna, whose following
over went for 11. His figures
after the session read 8-0O-
61-0.

It is not often that Brook is
outscored but it happened
on Friday as Smith relent-
lessly attacked the Indian
bowlers.

Smith also did not allow
spinners Ravindra Jadeja
and Washginton Sundar
get into any sort of rhythm.
Sundar was driven for back-
to-back fours by Smith in
his first two balls before the
wicket-keeper batter col-
lected a six and a four from
Jadeja in the following over.

Smith got to his second
Test hundred off 80, the
third fastest by Englishman,
with consecutive fours off
Jadeja in the last over before
lunch

Revival of international athletics will
be big boon for Ind1an athletes

RUPINDER SINGH
NEW DELHI

After a long time of 29
years, international athlet-
ics is coming back in grand
style on July 5 as Kanteer-
ava Stadium in Bengaluru
is all set to host the Neeraj
Chopra Classic in javelin
throw.

Later next month on Au-
gust 10, India is set to host a
full-scale World Interconti-
nental Bronze event in Bhu-
baneswar. This will give a
boost to Indian athletics as
in the current scenario only
very few athletes have been
exposed to international
competition.

Take for example the
Neeraj Chopra Classic.
Only Neeraj has had the
experience of competing

internationally regularly.
Four other javelin throw-
ers — Sachin Yadav, Rohit
Yadav, Yashvir Singh, and

Sanjay Sahiwal — will be
exposed to an internation-

-
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al event of this scale for the
first time in their careers.
As all of them are young,
they are bound to benefit
in the long run with such
exposure. Again, javelin is

an event in the Bronze meet
in Bhubaneswar, so one of
the young throwers is like-
ly to qualify for the World
Championships in Tokyo to
be held in September 2025.
We could thus realistically
expect India to become a
regular stronghold even
after Neeraj Chopra retires
in the future.

Moreover, if the interna-
tional competition in Bhu-
baneswar also invites good
international athletes, we
are in for some great per-
formances in many events.
Indian athletics can only
get better if these events
are held regularly. One
look at the IPL being held
for 18 years could show
us how much such events
will boost the careers of
athletes.

Shelton needed four points and about a minute to wrap up win

AGENCIES
LONDON

Two-time Grand Slam
semifinalist Ben Shelton
needed all of about a min-
ute and exactly four points
— three of which were aces
—towrapupa6-2,7-5,6-4
victory over Rinky Hiji-
kata on Friday in a second-
round Wimbledon match
suspended the night before
because of darkness at 5-4
in the third set.

“Very different playing
over two days and coming
out for whatever that was
— 55 seconds? — today,”
the 10th-seeded Shelton
said. “I'was hoping to may-
be hit a few groundstrokes
today. I might have to go to
the practice courts.”

The American, who

reached the final four at the
2023 U.S. Open and this
year’s Australian Open,

was about to try to serve
out the match on Thursday
at 9:30 p.m. when action

Disappointing start for Indian women golfers in Irish Open

AGENCIES
KILDARE

The Indian quartet got off
to a disappointing start at
the KPMG Irish Open and
all of them will need a low
second round effort to make
the cut in amonth thatis full
of high-profile events on the
Ladies European Tour.

Tvesa Malik had the best
score among the four with
1-over 74 at the par-73 Car-
ton House golf course.

She was lying on tied-
86th, though a good number

of players were yet to finish
their opening round.

Diksha Dagar, who has en-
sured her place in the AIG
Women’s Open, and rookie
Avani Prashanth shot
2-over 75 each and were
Tied-105th.

Hitaashee Bakshi was
3-over through five holes.

The leader was Chiara
Tamburlini was at 6-un-
der with five birdies on the
back nine, which was her
first nine. She added one
more birdie on the first and
dropped her only bogey on

the third and closed with a
birdie on the ninth, her clos-
ing birdie.

Four players, Hannah
Screen (Eng), Lisa Pet-
tersson (Swe), Madalene
Sagstrom (Swe) and Mimi
Rhodes (Eng) are tied sec-
ond at 68 each.

Tvesa Malik, who was
in the first group to tee off
from the first hole, had a
fine start with two birdies
in the first four holes, but
then followed up with six
pars before she dropped a
bogey on the 11th.

was halted at No. 2 Court,
which does not have a roof
or artificial lights. They
came back out to the same
stadium a little less than
16 hours later and, after a
warmup period that was
quite a bit longer the re-
sumption of actual play,
Shelton began with a 141
mph ace.

The 22-year-old left-
hander then hit a second
serve that resulted in a
framed return by Hijikata,
followed with an ace at 140
mph and one more at 118
mph to end things quickly.

“You come out here,
serving for the match, the
nerves are there a little bit.
To hit three aces and take
the pressure off of myself, I
couldn’t have been happier
with what I came out here

and did,” said Shelton, who
will face 105th-ranked
Marton Fucsovics of Hun-
gary for a chance to reach
the fourth round at the All
England Club for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

Shelton told the crowd:
“I'm sorry that you guys
didn’t really get to see
much tennis.”

Right before things were
halted Thursday, Shelton
held three match points
while leading 5-3 and at
love-40 on Hijikata’s serve.
But but the 87th-ranked
Hijikata grabbed the next
five points to extend the
contest.

Shelton faced only three
break points against Hiji-
kata, saving all of them.

“A great match,” he said.
“A clean match.”

Pungni Tara clinches silver
in Asian Youth C’ships

AGENCIES
ASTANA

Indian lifter Pungni Tara
delivered a commendable
performance to clinch the
silver medal in the youth
girls 44kg contest at the
Asian Youth and Junior
Weightlifting Champion-
ships here on Friday.

Tara lifted a total of 141kg
(60kg+81kg) on the opening
day of the tournament.

Her 81kg clean and jerk
effort fetched her the gold

Taralifted a total of
141kg (60kg+81kg)
on the opening day
of the tournament.

medal in the section. Her
81kg clean and jerk effort
fetched her the gold medal
in the section.

Medals are awarded sepa-
rately for snatch, clean and
jerk, and total lift in con-
tinental, World Cups and
World Championships.



