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OPERATION SINDOOR

INDIA SMASHED

NINE TERROR

TARGETS, MISSED NONE: DOVAL

M Dares
foreign
media

to show
damages
to Indian
structure

AGENCIES
CHENNAI

ndia smashed nine ter-
Iror targets with pre-

cision, crisscrossing
Pakistan, under Operation
Sindoor, National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval said here
on Friday and dared the for-
eign media to show “even
one image” of damage to
any Indian structure, even
a “glass pane having been
broken”.

Speaking at the 62nd Con-
vocation of IIT Madras,
Doval also asserted that not
a single intended target in
Pakistan was missed during
the May 7 military offensive,
which was in retaliation for
the April 22 Pahalgam ter-
ror attack that left 26 per-
sons dead.

“Mention of Sindoor was
made here. We are really
proud of how much indige-
nous content there was. We
decided to have nine terror-
ist targets in the crisscross
of Pakistan, it was not in the
border areas. We missed
none. We hit nowhere else
except that. It was precise to

Two quakes
in two days in

Jhajjar trigger
concerns

Tremors felt across
Delhi-NCR as
3.7-magnitude
earthquake struck
Jhajjar districtin
Haryana on Friday
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For the second consecutive
day, tremors were felt across
Delhi-NCR as a 3.7-magni-
tude earthquake struck Jha-
jjar district in Haryana on

Friday evening at 7:57 PM.
According to the National
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“We decided to have
nine terrorist targets
inthe crisscross of
Pakistan.... Itwas
preciseto the point, we

The entire operation

took just 23 minutes

- Ajit Doval, National
Security Advisor

knew who was where.
|

that started at 1.05 am |
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Aview of a damaged Jamia Masjid Subhan Allah, the operational headquarters of JeM, caused by
India’s precision missile strikes, carried out under ‘Operation Sindoor’, in Bahawalpur. File photo ANI

the point, we knew who was
where. The entire operation
that started at 1.05 am took
23 minutes,” he said amid
loud cheers from the gath-
ering.

Criticising the foreign
media, Doval, who specifi-
cally named the New York
Times, said: “They (inter-
national media) wrote these
things and put out things.
The images only showed 13
air bases in Pakistan before
and after May 10, whether
it was in Sargodha, Ra-
him Yar Khan, Chaklala or
Rawalpindi,” but images
only showed damage done
by the Indian Air Force on
Pakistan’s bases.

“You tell me one image or

photograph which shows
any damage to any Indian
structure, even a glass pane
having been broken,” he
said.

Addressing the students,
Doval also emphasised the
link between technology
and warfare and said the
country should develop
indigenous technology to
meet its requirements.

Referring to the earlier
speaker, Padma Vibhushan
awardee and legendary
danseuse Padma Subrah-
manyam, who congratulat-
ed Doval for the success of
Operation Sindoor, the NSA
said, “I am really proud of it
(Operation Sindoor). Much
of it was driven by indig-

enous content.”

“We are proud of it—that
some of our best systems
worked, whether it was
BrahMos (missiles), the
integrated air control and
command system...or bat-
tlefield surveillance. We
decided on nine terrorist
targets, not in the border
areas but in the crisscross
of Pakistan, and we missed
none,” he added.

Earlier, speaking at the
convocation, Subrahman-
yam said the historic victory
of Operation Sindoor was a
manifestation of adherence
to the valour that the Bhaga-
vad Gita preaches.

“As a proud Indian, I have
always offered my saluta-

Indian Coast Guard carries out a rescue operation for sailing
vessel ‘Sea Angel’ stranded about 52 nautical miles south-
east of Indira Point, at Andaman and Nicobar Islands. ani

tions to our jawans, who
are our national guardian
angels,” she said, congratu-
lating Doval for his role in
the operation.

At the event, Doval said
the country could not afford
to lose the technology battle
and remain behind or fall
decades behind others.

He acknowledged the role
of IIT, Madras, and the pri-
vate sector in developing
5G in two-and-a-half years’
time, whereas the Chinese
took over 12 years and spent
300 hillion dollars to devel-
op 5G technology.

“Even a screw that deals
with anything related to
data or security protection
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ECI says 3 out of every
4 voters have submitted
enumeration forms

MANOHAR KESARI
NEW DELHI

After the Supreme Court
refused to stop Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar, the
Central Election Commis-
sion has claimed that re-
muneration forms of 3 out
of every 4 voters of Bihar
have been submitted. That
means, a total of 74.39%
enumeration forms have
been submitted.

Two weeks before the last
date of submission of these
forms, more than 74% of
the 7,89,69,844 voters of Bi-
har have already submitted
their forms. The Election
Commission hopes that the
figures will reach 100% be-
fore the stipulated date.

Besides, in the second
phase of SIR, BLOs (booth-
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level officers) are going
door-to-door to assist vot-
ers and collect their filled
counting forms. Thirty
eight District Election Offi-
cers, Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs) and area of-
ficers including 963 AEROs
covering all 243 assembly
seats are the monitors. Also,
digitisation and uploading
of counting forms is going
on smoothly.

While, as per Para 3(H) of
SIR guidelines, BLOs have
successfully converted and

uploaded 3.73 crore count-
ing forms out of the total
counting forms collected by
them so far into digital form
through BLO App/ECINET.
Not only this, a new mod-
ule has been implemented
on Friday for verification
of the forms uploaded by
AROs/EROs. “Till 6 pm
today, 5,87,49,463 counting
forms, which is 74.39% of
the total forms, have been
collected in the last 17 days
since the issuance of SIR
instructions on June 24,
2025. The counting forms
can be submitted before
July 25, 2025. 77,895 BLOs
along with 20,603 newly
appointed BLOs and other
election officials are work-
ing day and night to com-
plete the process on time,”
the Election Commission
of India said in a statement.

Delhi minister Sirsa demands apology

from Punjab minister Arora

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

Senior BJP leader and Delhi
Cabinet Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa has issued a le-
gal notice to Punjab Min-
ister and Aam Aadmi
Party leader Aman Arora
demanding an uncondi-
tional apology, accusing
him of making defamatory
and malicious statements.

Sirsa has demanded an
immediate apology within
24 hours and retraction of
the alleged remarks made
on social media and other
public platforms.

The controversy sparked

Aman Arora
from a recent social media
post by Aman Arora on
X where he accused Sirsa
of having ties with gang-
sters and protecting them
through central jails.

The post written in Pun-
jabi labelled the situation
as “very embarrassing”
and claimed that the BJP is

Manjinder Singh Sirsa
involved in shielding crimi-
nals. Arora’s remarks were
made in the context of the
murder of prominent social
worker and businessman
Sanjay Verma, suggesting
that Sirsa’s stance supports
such activities.

“He must immediately
B8P3

Shah chairs meet on Yamuna clean-up,

lists a slew of steps for Delhi to
L = o

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday chaired a
high-level meeting on the
rejuvenation of the Yamuna
River, directing all stake-
holders to increase the ca-
pacity of Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs) in Delhi to
1,500 million gallons per
day (MGD) by 2028.

The meeting was attended
by Union Ministers Mano-
har Lal (Housing and Ur-
ban Affairs), CR Patil (Jal
Shakti), Delhi Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta, senior
officials from the Delhi gov-

Tesla all set to debut in India next week

To open first
experience centre
at Mumbai’s
Bandra Kurla
Complex.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Global EV giant Tesla is all
set to formally debut in the
Indian market next week
with the opening of its first

experience centre at Mum-
bai’s Bandra Kurla Com-
plex.

The Elon Musk-led firm
has sent out select invites
presenting the inaugu-

ral event on July 15 as the
“launch of Tesla in India”.
Tesla could not be reached
for comments.
As per industry experts,
the Austin-headquartered

company has already
shipped in first set of cars,
apparently Model Y rear-
wheel drive SUVs, from its
China plant.

Last month, Tesla India
took on lease 24,565 square
feet warehousing space in
Lodha Logistics Park in
Mumbai for a period of five
years.

In June, Union Heavy In-
dustries Minister H D Ku-
maraswamy stated that the
electric carmaker is not in-
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Home Minister Amit Shah

., N \
hairs a high-level review meeting
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on Yamuna rejuvenation, in New Delhi on Friday. ani

ernment, the Union Home
Secretary, and secretaries
from relevant ministries.

In a strong push for inter-
state collaboration, Shah
called upon Delhi, Hary-

Kanwar Yatra begins, tra

ana, and Uttar Pradesh to
work together in cleaning
the river. He emphasised
regularity and transpar-
ency in water quality test-
ing at Sewage Treatment

act upon

Plants (STPs) and insisted
on third-party verification
of the treated water being
discharged.

“Efforts from all three
states are essential for the
Yamuna’s rejuvenation.
Chemicals and untreated
waste flowing into the river
from outside Delhi must
also be addressed collec-
tively,” Shah stated.

Highlighting key mea-
sures to combat water pol-
lution, Shah instructed
the Delhi Pollution Con-
trol Committee (DPCC)
to adopt an “action mode”
approach. He also urged
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police issues advisory in Delhi

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

As the Kanwar Yatra be-
gan on Friday, Delhi Traffic
Police issued a detailed ad-
visory alerting commuters
about possible congestion
and diversions on several
major roads in the city over
the next two weeks.

The yatra during which
lakhs of devotees carry holy
Ganga water to the temples

of Lord Shiva will continue
till July 23 (Chaturdashi
Tithi) and is expected to see
afootfall of 15 to 20 lakh pil-
grims in the national capital.

The movement of kan-

wariyas and the setting up
of Kanwar camps are likely
todisrupt traffic flow on key
roads, including Najafgarh
Firni, Rohtak Road, Pankha
Road, Dev Prakash Shastri
Marg, Nangloi-Najafgarh
Road, Outer Ring Road,
Rani Jhansi Road (Baraf
Khana Chowk to Fire Sta-
tion), Boulevard Road, Azad
Market Chowk, Gokulpuri
Flyover, 66 Foota Road,
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KHARGE, RAHUL SLAM BJP IN ODISHA OVE
CONSTITUTION, POLL THEFT, CRONYISM

Rahul claimed Odisha has become a model of crony capitalism,
with natural resources handed to large corporations like Adani

TDG NETWORK
BHUBANESWAR

ongress President
Mallikarjun Kharge
and senior leader

Rahul Gandhi shared the
stage at the ‘Samvidhan
Bachao Samavesh’ rally in
Bhubaneswar on Friday,
delivering a coordinated
and forceful attack against
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI), and
industrialist Gautam Adani.
Speaking at the rally, both
leaders accused the rul-
ing BJP of attacking India’s
Constitution, favouring a
handful of billionaires, and
manipulating democratic
institutions for electoral
gain.

Rahul Gandhi, who is the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, alleged
that the BJP was making
attempts to “steal” the up-
coming Bihar assembly
elections, just as it allegedly
did during the Maharash-
tra assembly polls in 2024.
He claimed that more than
one crore new voters were
added to the electoral rolls

DPE
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in Maharashtra without ex-
planation, and that repeated
demands for the voter list
and related videography
were ignored by the Elec-
tion Commission. Gandhi
accused the ECI of acting as
a “BJP wing” and not as an
impartial constitutional au-
thority. “Like Maharashtra,
attempts are being made to
steal the elections in Bihar.
The BJP is attacking our
Constitution across the
country. The INDIA alliance
has resolved to prevent the
BJP and ECI from stealing
the Bihar elections,” he said.

He also claimed that Odi-
sha had become a “model”
for crony capitalism, alleg-

ing that the state’s natural
resources were being hand-
ed over to five or six large
corporate houses while
tribals, farmers, labourers,
and the poor were being
systematically dispossessed.
Referring to the Rath Yatra
in Puri, he claimed that the
chariots carrying Lord Jag-
annath were halted for Ad-
ani and his family, a move
he said symbolised the com-
plete control of corporate in-
terests over the Odisha gov-
ernment. Gandhi added that
Odisha’s BJP government
has failed to implement the
Panchayats (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996
(PESA), which is crucial for

Oppn did’'t demand SIR stay: Cong
slams ECI for headline management

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh on Friday clarified that
the opposition parties never
demanded stay on Special
Intensive Revision of voter
rolls and took a veiled dig at
the Election Commission of
India (ECI) alleging delib-
erately misleading headline
management and it does not
befit a Constituional author-
ity.

Ramesh, who is also the
Congress General Secre-
tary and communication
incharge, remarks came a
day after the Supreme Court
ordered the poll panel to in-
clude Aadhar, EPIC card or
the ration cards in the Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of
the voter rolls.

In a post on X, Ramesh, a
Rajya Sabha MP said, “Fol-
lowing the Honble Supreme
Court’s order that has just
come out officially, the Elec-
tion Commission now has
to include the EPIC, Aadhar
cards, and Ration Cards in
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion of the electoral rolls in
Bihar. This will save a vast
majority of voters from be-
ing disenfranchised.”

“Moreover the EC’s spin on
the no stay being given has
been clearly exposed. Page
7 of the order makes it clear
that no stay was asked for by
any of the petitioners yester-
day,” he clarified.

“Such deliberately mislead-

ing headline management
does not befit a Constitution-
al authority,” he said sharing
the order of the Supreme
Court.The Supreme Court or-
der, passed on Thursday stat-
ed that since these cases will
come up before the appropri-
ate Court prior to August 1,
2025 which is the scheduled
date for notification of Draft
Electoral Rolls there is no
occasion presently to pass
any order on the ad interim
stay applications, and the
petitioners in any case donot
press for a stay at this stage.
Depending on thereply of the
Election Commission the pe-
titioners would always be at
liberty to press their plea for
stay on the next date of list-
ing, the order read.

protecting tribal land rights.
He said forest rights pattas
were not being distributed,
and the poor were being
displaced without fair com-
pensation.

“The Jal, Jangal, and Jamin
belong to the tribals, and the
Congress will ensure they
remain with them,” he said.
“The government here takes
your wealth, your forests,
and your land from you 24
hours aday. It displaces you,
threatens you, and offers no
compensation. But the Con-
gress party and I will always
stand by you.”

He further voiced con-
cerns over women'’s safety
in Odisha, alleging that
over 40,000 women have
gone missing from the state
and that around 15 women
are raped every day while
the government remains
silent. Gandhi called for
a caste-based census in
Odisha, similar to the one
recently conducted by the
Congress-led government
in Telangana, to ensure fair
representation and welfare
delivery.

Referring to the drivers’
strike in Odisha, which co-

incided with the day of the
Congress rally, Gandhi ac-
cused the BJP of pressuring
unions to obstruct the event.
He said the protest was part
of a conspiracy to derail
the Samvidhan Bachao
Samavesh. “BJP put pres-
sure on the drivers’ union
to hinder our rally. How-
ever, we prevailed as the
union agreed to pause their
strike for a day. The state
government must now take
responsibility and listen to
the legitimate demands of
the protestors,” he said.

Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge echoed
Gandhi’s constitutional con-
cerns. He urged the youth
of the country to “wake
up, rise and protect the
Constitution” if they want
to secure their own future.
Kharge accused the BJP
and RSS of trying to divide
the country along religious
and caste lines. He alleged
that the BJP was attempting
to remove the words “secu-
lar” and “socialist” from the
Constitution, despite these
very terms being included
in their own party constitu-
tion in 1980.

Civil nuclear cooperation
agreement between US,
Thailand enters into force

TDG NETWORK
NASHIK

The civil nuclear coopera-
tion agreement between the
United States and Thailand
has come into force. This
123-agreement which has
come into force would pro-
vide a framework for peace-
ful nuclear cooperation
between the two countries
based on a mutual commit-
ment to nuclear non-prolif-
eration.

Civil nuclear cooperation
agreement between the two
nations would facilitate the
transfer of nuclear mate-
rial, equipment (including
reactors), components, and
information for nuclear
research and civil nuclear

Haryana CM orders crackdown on crime, drugs, extortion

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini on
Thursday night chaired a
high-level, four-hour-long
closed-door meeting with
top police officials at the
Civil Secretariat, issuing
strict instructions to launch
an aggressive and technol-
ogy-driven crackdown on
criminals, gangsters, and
drug networks across the
state.

The emergency meet-
ing lasted for around four
hours-came in the wake of

i’

a shocking attack on a bus
carrying wedding guests
in Karnal. The bus was
ambushed near the Karnal
sugar mill on Meerut Road,
where armed assailants al-
legedly smashed windows,
looted valuables, and left at
least seven people injured.

Preliminary police inves-
tigations indicated the vio-
lence stemmed from a scuf-
fle near a local liquor vend,
with public outrage spilling
over on social media and
questioning the local police’s
effectiveness.

Sources told The Daily
Guardian that the CM was
angry by the incident and
the subsequent public out-
cry. A direct complaint from
affected citizens prompted
Saini to urgently summon
the Home Secretary Sumita
Misra, Director General of
Police Shatrujeet Kapur,

Mizoram: B]P justifies Governor’s
rule in Chakma autonomous council

NIBIR DEKA
GUWAHATI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), Mizoram Pradesh,
has come out in support of
the imposition of Governor’s
Rule in the Chakma Au-
tonomous District Council
(CADC), calling it a consti-
tutional and administrative
necessity amid long-stand-
ing political instability and
alleged corruption within
the Council.

The decision followed pro-
longed instability within the
CADC, which, according to
the BJP, had become a “play-

ground of political defection
and backdoor manipula-
tion.”

The BJP dismissed as
“baseless and mislead-
ing” a statement made by
Mizoram Home Minister
Pu K. Sapdanga, who al-
leged the Governor’s move
undermined democratic
principles. The BJP argued
that the Governor was act-
ing within his discretionary
powers as provided in the
Sixth Schedule and Article
163(2) of the Constitution,
which permits gubernato-
rial intervention when au-
tonomous councils fail to

function according to con-
stitutional provisions.

Earlier, the Mizoram gov-
ernment on Monday, July
7 placed the Chakma Au-
tonomous District Council
(CADC) under Governor’s
Rule, suspending its regu-
lar functioning under the
Sixth Schedule of the Con-
stitution.

The decision, taken after
months of infighting and de-
fections within the council,
was confirmed through an
official notification issued
by the Department of Dis-
trict Council and Minority
Affairs.

Commissioners of Police,
SPs, and other senior of-
ficers to review the state’s
deteriorating law and order.

“The police must act with-
out hesitation. The name
of Haryana Police should
instill fear in the minds of
criminals,” the Chief Min-
ister reportedly told the
officers. He made it abun-
dantly clear that no form of
negligence in crime control
would be tolerated.

Saini directed that every
police station must ensure
regular surveillance, fast-
track investigations.

energy production. The
Civil Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement of 1974 between
US and Thailand expired
in June 2014, 40 years after
entering into force. Hence,
this agreement was signed
between the two countries
in January this year to re-
new the civil nuclear part-
nership.

America in the past has
advocated the fact that
countries seeking to trade
nuclear power goods and
services must sign formal
cooperation agreements.
Such section 123 agree-
ments relate to the relevant
paragraph of the US 1954
Atomic Energy Act which
requires them.

Chhattisgarh CM suspends 22 o
Rs 3,200 crore liquor

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

In one of the most decisive
crackdowns on corruption
in recent times, the Chhat-
tisgarh government has sus-
pended 22 officials from the
State Excise Department in a
single day. The action, which
is in connection with the Rs
3,200 crore liquor scam that
occurred during the previous
Congress-led government
(2019-2023), has drawn na-

Bhagwat’s ‘retire at 75’
remark fuels speculation
over Modi’s future

TDG NETWORK
NAGPUR

A remark by Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhag-
wat suggesting that leaders
should step aside at the age
of 75 has triggered intense
political speculation, par-
ticularly as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi approaches
that age this September.
Speaking at a book launch
event in Nagpur in honour
of late RSS ideologue Mo-
ropant Pingle, Bhagwat
said, “When you turn 75,
it means you should stop
now and make way for oth-
ers.” Herecalled that Pingle
had a humorous way of ex-
pressing the idea of grace-
ful retirement, once saying
that being honoured with a
shawl after 75 was a signal
to step aside and allow oth-
ers to take over. Bhagwat
noted that although Pingle
was deeply committed to
national service, he also
knew when it was time to
withdraw.

Bhagwat’s comment has
been widely interpreted as
asubtle message directed at
Modi, who was born just six
days after Bhagwat in Sep-
tember 1950. The remark
has reignited debate over
the BJP’s unwritten rule of
retiring leaders once they

Congress’ 'one arrow, two
targets’ jibe at PM Modi
over Bhagwat statement

ANAND SINGH
NAGPUR

The Congress on Friday
took a jibe at Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi over
Rashtriya Swayamsewak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat's remarks on
stepping aside at 75 years
of age, saying what kind
of a homecoming is this
for the Prime Minister
that upon returning from
abroad he was reminded
by the Sarsanghchalak
that he will turn 75 this
year and added one arrow,
two targets.

In a post on X, Jairam
Ramesh, who is Congress
General Secretary and

cross 75—an age cap that
had been applied in the past
to senior figures like LK Ad-
vani, Murli Manohar Joshi,
and Jaswant Singh.
Reacting swiftly, Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut pointed out the dou-
ble standard, saying, “PM
Modi forced leaders like
LK Advani, Murli Manohar
Joshi, and Jaswant Singh to
retire after they turned 75.
Let’s see if he applies the

communications incharge
said, “Poor award-winning
Prime Minister! What a
homecoming - reminded
by the RSS chief upon re-
turn that he will turn 75 on
September 17, 2025.”

“But the Prime Minister
could also tell the RSS
chief that - he too will turn
75 on September 11, 2025!
One arrow, two targets,”
he added.

His remarks came after
Bhagwat during an event
in Nagpur on Wednesday,
mentioned Sangh ideo-
logue late Moropant Ping-
ley's statement about step-
ping aside after 75 years of
age.

same rule to himself now.”
Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi also criti-
cised the inconsistency,
stating, “Preaching without
practice is always danger-
ous. It is unprincipled that
the Margdarshak Mandal
was given compulsory re-
tirement applying the 75
years age limit but indica-
tions are clear that current
dispensation will be ex-
empted from this rule.”

Namo Bharat train frequency
increased amid Kanwar Yatra rush

ARZU SETH
NEW DELHI

National Capital Region
Transport Corporation
(NCRTC) have prepared
and made several arrange-
ments to ensure the conve-
nience of travellers and dev-
otees during Kanwar Yatra
in Holy month Sawan. This
month is specifically dedi-
cated to Lord Shiva begins
from July 11 and concludes
on August 9.

The sacred month of
Sawan holds immense sig-
nificance For Hindus, As
devotees performs various
rituals and traditions to seek
Lord Shiva’s blessings.

Every year, thousand of
devotees joins the Kawar

tionwide attention to Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai’s
zero-tolerance stance on cor-
ruption and his strong com-
mitment to clean governance
and accountability at all levels

Yatra, a divine pilgrimage
to Haridwar, where they
collect holy water from the
River Ganga. Pilgrims from
Delhi, Meerut, and near by
regions throng to Haridwar
during the Kanwar Yatra.
This sacred journey is a sig-
nificant ritual to seek spiri-
tual fulfilment and divine
blessings.

In anticipation of the large
number of devotees to en-
able smooth travel, the Na-
tional Capital Region Trans-
port Corporation (NCRTC)
has announced a boost in
train services on the Namo
Bharat route. NCRTC to
increase the frequency of
Namo Bharat trains be-
tween New Ashok Nagar
and Meerut South.

Scam case

of administration.

According to an investiga-
tion by the Economic Of-
fences Wing (EOW), several
officials allegedly allowed li-
quor to be sold without valid
licenses and without deposit-
ing mandatory fees. This not
only caused significant losses
to the state exchequer but re-
portedly enabled the accused
officers to earn illegal com-
missions ranging from Rs 80
to Rs 88 crore.

So far, charge sheets have

Beginning from July 11
Trains will run every 10
minutes, down from 15
minutes during peak hours
(8 AM to 11 AM and 5 PM
to 8 PM). Change in timings
has been done to provide
convenient travel options
for devotees.

The Namo Bharat train
currently operates on the
Delhi-Meerut Regional Rap-
id Transit System (RRTS)
corridor. The Namo Bharat
train service, operates over
a 55 km section across 11
stations and has already
achieved a milestone with
over 1.25 crore rides.

During the Kanwar Yatra,
road traffic from Delhi to
Haridwar increases signifi-
cantly.

[

icials in

been filed against 29 officials,
including 7 who are now re-
tired. Chief Minister Sai has
made it clear: regardless of
rank or retirement status,
those who have betrayed
public trust will face con-
sequences.The scale of this
crackdown signals that ‘clean
governance’ in Chhattisgarh
isno longer just a slogan—it’s
becoming a reality. Unlike
many instances where “zero
tolerance” remains confined
to policy documents.

Adhikari cites Pahalgam, tells tourists to avoid Muslim areas

SUPROTIM MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA

A day after Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah invited tourists
and his Bengal counterpart
Mamata Banerjee to his home
State and she accepted it, Su-
vendu Adhikari, BJP’s leader
of the Opposition (LoP) in
the West Bengal Legislative
Assembly, on Friday said
tourists should avoid Mus-
lim-dominated places like
Kashmir, citing the Pahalgam
terror attack.

“Don’t go to places which
are Muslim-dominated
habitats. If you want to go
to Jammu and Kashmir, go

to Jammu. Avoid Muslim-
dominated destinations. (In
Pahalgam) Tourists were
identified on the basis of their
religion and murdered. I am
telling the Bengalis. Don’t go
to places where Muslims are
in majority. Your life is your
first priority. Save your life,”
Adhikari said.

Adhikari added: “Go to
Himachal Pradesh. There
is Devbhoomi. Visit Uttara-
khand and Odisha. People
should visit every place in
India.”

The remarks triggered
sharp reactions from the
Trinamool Congress, which
said that the BJP leader was
speaking like the terrorists

who attacked Pahalgam.

In a statement, the Trin-
amool Congress described
Adhikari’s remarks as a “dis-
graceful, calculated act of
communal provocation.”

“The LoP is speaking like
a terrorist. The terrorists
wanted to cripple the tour-
ism industry in Jammu and
Kashmir which forms the

Union Territory’s backbone.
The LoP is speaking in the
same lines. We were shocked
to hear this statement of the
BJP legislator,” Shashi Panja,
State Women and Child De-
velopment Minister, told the
media in a hastily-organised
press conference on Friday.
The Trinamool Congress,
in a social media post, also
raised questions whether the
Prime Minister, Union Home
Minister and the External
Affairs Minister endorsed
Adhikari’s remarks.
Tourism in Jammu and
Kashmir had taken a hit af-
ter terrorists opened fire and
killed 26 people, 25 of them
Hindu tourists, in Pahalgam

in Kashmir on April 22.

Abdullah on Thursday said
that tourism in the Union Ter-
ritory was bouncing back.

After the Pahalgam attack,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had said that the intent
was to incite riots in India
and to disrupt the livelihood
of the hardworking people of
Kashmir.

“By discouraging the people
of Bengal from visiting Jam-
mu & Kashmir and warning
them against travelling to cer-
tain tourist areas, @Suvendu-
'WB has shamelessly echoed
the terrorists’ agenda. This is
exactly the fear they wanted
tospread and Suvendu hand-
ed them that victory.
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UARDIAN SURVEY ON TENNIS PLAYER MURDERED IN GURUGRAM

91% believe that the craze for Reels on social media is leading to a rise in vulgarity and anger.

Arecentsurvey onthe murder oftennis player Radhika Yadavin Gurugramrevealsthat 63% hold social media responsible. Most respondents

believe excessive social media use causes family rifts, vulgarity, and anger. To prevent such incidents, 90% support parental counseling. Many

also suggest monitoring children’s online activity and setting limits to ensure balanced social media use.
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India smashed nine terror targets
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must come from a trusted
source. It is either made in
India or by somebody who
is very close to India,” he
added, emphasising the

need to totally insulate our
system from the enemy.

A total of 3,227 students
graduated. As many as
3,661 Degrees (including
Joint and Dual Degrees)
were awarded to the stu-

dents on the occasion. A
total of 529 PhDs were also
awarded, which included
PhDs, Joint Degree Ph.Ds
with foreign institutions,
and Dual Degree PhDs, the
institute said.

Shah on Yamuna clean-up

Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), includ-

CONTINUED FROM P1

the Delhi government to take stringent and
continuous steps to curb pollution from
industrial units, especially those operating
illegally. Focusing on the critical role of the
Najafgarh and Shahdara drains, the Home
Minister recommended conducting drone
surveys to better assess pollution levels. He
also stressed the need to improve the Bio-
chemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) levels in

these major drains.

Shah suggested that the Delhi govern-
ment increase its efforts under the National

CONTINUED FROM P1

Centre for Seismology, the
quake occurred at a depth
of 10 kilometers. No report
of casualties or damage has
been received so far.

The latest tremor fol-
lows a 4.4-magnitude
earthquake that hit the
same region on Thursday
morning at 9:04 AM. Both
earthquakes had their epi-
centre in Jhajjar, triggering
concern among residents

ing a budget enhancement to boost ongoing
initiatives. He also proposed the develop-
ment of city reservoirs to collect rainwater,
which he said would not only improve wa-
ter availability but also promote tourism.
Addressing the issue of waste manage-
ment, Shah recommended that the Delhi
government collaborate with the National
Dairy Development Board (NDDB) to man-

age waste from dairies and cow shelters,

in Delhi, Noida, Gurugram,
Ghaziabad, and Faridabad,
many of whom said they
felt the ground shaking and
household items moving.
Following Thursday’s
tremor, precautionary
measures were briefly ac-
tivated, including a tem-
porary halt of Delhi Metro
train services for 2 to 3 min-
utes. Many residents evac-
uated buildings, especially
in high-rise areas, due to

and to regulate unauthorised dairy units
across the capital.

Two quakes in two days

the shallow depth of the
quake that increased the
intensity of ground motion.

Delhi falls under Seismic
Zone IV, which makes it
vulnerable to moderate-
to-severe seismic activ-
ity. Its location near the
Himalayan collision zone
and fault lines such as the
Delhi-Hardwar Ridge and
Mahendragarh-Dehradun
Fault contributes to its seis-
mic sensitivity.
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Delhi minister Sirsa demands apology
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withdraw his baseless and
defamatory statement and
issue a clear public apology
on social media platforms,”
Sirsa said in a post on X.

In the legal notice, Sirsa’s
counsel asserted that the
public and media have been
misled by Arora’s state-
ments, leading to significant

reputational damage. The
notice highlights that Sirsa
has received numerous calls
from concerned individuals
and that his hard-earned
reputation among friends,
family, and professional as-
sociates has been tarnished.
It further alleged that Aro-
ra’s comments were made
with malicious intent to
harm Sirsa’s character and

Kanwar Yatra begins,
traffic advisory issued

CONTINUED FROM P1

Maujpur Chowk, Badarpur
T Point and Mathura Road,
said the advisory.

The traffic is also expected
to remain heavy on NH-8,
particularly between Dhaula
Kuan Metro Station and Ra-
jokri Border.

On NH-24, the diversions
by Uttar Pradesh Police at
Apsara and Maharajpur
Borders are likely to impact
traffic entering Delhi.

One of the main routes for
kanwariyas starts at Apsara
Border and goes through
Shahdara Flyover, Seelam-
pur T Point, ISBT Flyover,
Boulevard Road, RaniJhansi
Road, Faiz Road, Upper
Ridge Road, Dhaula Kuan
and NH-8. From there, devo-

tees will leave Delhi from the
Rajokri Border and head to-
wards Haryana.

Another route begins at
Bhopura Border and goes
through Wazirabad Road,
Loni Flyover, Gokulpuri T
Point, 66 Foota Road and
Seelampur T Point before
heading towards NH-1 and
the new ISBT bridge.

A separate route from Bho-
pura Border passes through
Wazirabad Road, Wazirabad
Bridge, Outer Ring Road and
Mukarba Chowk to NH-1.
From there, devotees will
either move out of Delhi
through the Singhu Border
or Mukarba Chowk, or travel
further via Auchandi Border,
Madhuban Chowk, Bawana
Road and Peeragarhi to exit
from Tikri Border.

Despite MEA’s criticism, Mann continues tirade against PM Modi

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Unfazed by the backlash
over his earlier remarks,
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has once
again questioned Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
recent five-nation foreign
tour, asserting that he will
“continue to ask” about the
concrete outcomes of such
visits.

His comments have reig-
nited a political row, with
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) and BJP leaders

accusing him of undermin-
ing India’s diplomatic ef-
forts.

Responding to the MEA’s
sharp criticism of his earlier
statements, Mann retorted,
“Don’t I have the right to
ask questions about foreign
policy? Wherever he (PM
Modi) goes, why does Ad-
ani’s business start there? I
will keep raising this ques-
tion. He says he’ll stop the
Russia-Ukraine war, but he
can’t even solve the Punjab-
Haryana water dispute.
The Prime Minister should
speak to the 140 crore peo-

ple of this country and ad-
dress their concerns.”

Mann first stirred contro-
versy during a press con-
ference on July 10, where
he ridiculed Modi’s visits to
countries like Ghana, Trini-
dad and Tobago, Argentina,
Brazil, and Namibia, de-
scribing them as “obscure”
with relatively small popu-
lations. He repeated similar
jibes in the Punjab Assem-
bly on July 11, despite the
MEA's strong rebuke.

In a statement, MEA
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal condemned Mann’s

remarks, calling them “ir-
responsible and regret-
table.” The ministry said
such comments do not re-
flect the dignity expected
from a constitutional au-
thority and risk damag-
ing India’s relations with
friendly nations. Mann’s
use of fictitious names like
“Magnesia,” “Galveaisa,”
and “Tarvesia” to mock the
tour was seen as dismissive
of India’s outreach to the
Global South.

Prime Minister Modi’s July
2-9 foreign tour — the lon-
gest of his tenure in the last

ten years — was diplomati-
cally significant. He was
conferred with several high
civilian honors, including
Ghana’s Order of the Star,
the Order of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago, Bra-
zil's Grand Collar of the Na-
tional Order of the South-
ern Cross, and Namibia’s
Order of the Most Ancient
Welwitschia Mirabilis. He
also received the Key to the
City of Buenos Aires in Ar-
gentina and participated in
the BRICS summit in Brazil,
highlighting India’s roleasa
global player.

public standing.

The notice demands that
Arora cease making any
further defamatory state-
ments and issue an uncon-
ditional apology in writ-
ing across all social media
platforms within 24 hours.
It also called for the with-
drawal of the offending
statements from all public
mediums where they were

published. “The failure to
comply the notice will result
in legal proceedings against
Arora at his own risk,cost,
and consequences”, reads
the notice.

Sirsa on Wednesday ac-
cused the AAP government
in Punjab of playing politics
over the issue of sacrilege,
much like the Congress did
during its regime.

80.00%

100.00%

Sources close to Sirsa sug-
gest that Sirsa plans to pur-
sue the matter vigorously,
potentially escalating it to
the courts if his demands
are not met.

Meanwhile, Arora has yet
to respond officially, though
his supporters have defend-
ed the post as a legitimate
critique of political affilia-
tions.

Tesla to debut in India next week

CONTINUED FROM P1

terested in manufacturing
cars in India but keen on
establishing showrooms in
the country.

US President Donald
Trump has said that if Tesla
were to build a factory in
India to circumvent that
country’s tariffs, it would
be “unfair” to the US.

Tesla CEO hillionaire Elon
Musk had said in April last
year that his visit to India
had been delayed due to the
company’s heavy obliga-
tions.

The electric car maker was
seeking an initial tariff con-
cession that would allow it
to offset 70 per cent of cus-
toms duty for cars priced
less than USD 40,000,
and 100 per cent for cars of
higher value.

However, earlier this year,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
stated that India will not
tailor its policies to suit
Tesla, and its laws and tar-
iff rules will be formulated
to attract all-electric vehicle
manufacturers from across
the globe to set up a base in
the world’s fastest-growing
economy.

The government recognis-
es the need for a vibrant EV
ecosystem as greater use of
battery-run vehicles will cut
carbon emissions as well as
the staggering oil import
bill, he stated.

But for this, it will not tai-
lor policies that suit any one

Gets RTO nod

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

and sell its cars.

RTO official said.

Days ahead of its debut in the country, EV giant Tesla on
Friday received a go-ahead from the Regional Transport
Office (RTO) here to display vehicles, allow test drives

The Andheri RTO formally issued a ‘trade certificate’
to the global EV giant, officials said.

Ending months of speculation over its entry into the
Indian market, Tesla is set to inaugurate its showroom
in Mumbai’s Bandra Kurla Complex business district
on July 15. A senior RTO official told PTI that they is-
sued trade certificate to Tesla India Motors and Energy
Private Limited, an Indian arm of the Elon Musk-head-
ed firm, as per the procedure prescribed by the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act. Before issuing the certificate, Motor
Vehicle Inspectors inspected the showroom, parking
and godown facilities mentioned in the company’s ap-
plication. Another official from Andheri RTO said the
application for dealership registration was received
earlier this week. The trade certificate is issued under
section 35 of the Central Motor Vehicle Rules and it au-
thorises unregistered vehicles to be legally operated on
public roads under specific conditions. The certificate
is valid for five years, and also allows car display and
exhibition, delivery runs and workshop usage. Vivek
Bhimanwar, transport commissioner of Maharashtra,
told PTI that the company had applied for the trade
certificate at Andheri RTO. Trade certificates are man-
datory under the Central Motor Vehicles Rules for ve-
hicle dealers or manufacturers who wish to move un-
registered vehicles for trials or promotional activities.

“This is a procedural requirement for all auto dealer-
ships. With the trade certificate in place, Tesla can now
bring in demo vehicles, conduct road tests and begin
the registration process for sales in India,” a retired

company and would rather
frame ones that will encour-
age all-electric vehicle man-
ufacturers from across the
world to set up shop in In-

dia, the minister had noted.

Tesla is entering the In-
dian market at a time when
it is facing reduced sales in
Europe and China.
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GOVT MISLEADING: BJP ON 42% QUOTA FOR
OBC IN LOCAL BODY POLLS IN TELANGANA

Congressgovtinstatesaystaking concretestepstofulfilitscommitment.

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

erming the Telangana

I Government decision
to approve 42 per

cent reservation for OBCs
inlocal body polls “duping”,
Telangana BJP President N
Ramchander Rao said on
Friday that the state govern-

‘MUST IMPLEMENT IT’

B “BJP believes the government is trying to deceive mss
the Telangana people... They are now attempting to &
throw the ballinto the centre court, a political move
by Congress. They promised, introduced the bill, the §
BJP supported it, and now Congress must imple-
ment it,” Rao said.

BMEarlier on Thursday, Telangana Transport Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar announced that the cabinet has

ment is misleading the back-
wards classes of the state.

Rao said that although the
BJP supported the reserva-
tion bill in the state Assem-
bly, the Congress govern-
ment has failed to follow
through.

“They are duping and mis-
leading the backwards class-
es of Telangana. The 42%
reservation for backwards
classes in local bodies has
been passed in the assem-
bly, with the BJP support-
ing it. Now it is the state gov-
ernment’s responsibility to
implement this reservation.

advanced efforts to implement the 42% OBC quota in local body elections

The government announced
that the ordinance will in-
clude a 50% cap, but under
the Panchayat Raj Act, there
isalegal embargo,” Rao said.

The BJP leader also point-
ed to the government’s claim
of respecting the 50% res-
ervation ceiling, noting that
the legal framework under
the Panchayat Raj Act pres-
ents a challenge.

“BJP believes the govern-
ment is trying to deceive the

Telangana people... They are
now attempting to throw the
ball into the centre court, a
political move by Congress.
They promised, introduced
the bill, the BJP supported
it, and now Congress must
implement it,” Rao said.
Meanwhile, the Congress
government maintains that
it is taking concrete steps to
fulfil its commitment.
Earlier on Thursday,
Telangana Transport Min-

ister Ponnam Prabhakar
announced that the cabinet
has advanced efforts to im-
plement the 42% OBC quota
in local body elections. The
decision was taken during
a cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, who directed officials
toinitiate all necessary mea-
sures to ensure implementa-
tion ahead of the upcoming
polls.

Minister Prabhakar cred-

Andhra SIT summons former YSRCP

MP Reddy in 11quor scam case

TDG NETWORK
VIJAYAWADA

The Special Investigation Team (SIT)
of the Andhra Pradesh Government
yesterday issued a formal notice to
YSR Congress Party former Rajya
Sabha MP Vemubaka Vijayasai Reddy;,
summoning him to appear as a wit-
ness on July 12 in connection with the
ongoing probe into a major corruption

case.

The notice, dated 10th July 2025,
was served under Section 179 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023--previously Section
160 of the CrPC--citing his possible
acquaintance with crucial facts and
circumstances of Criminal Case No.
21/2024. The case involves multiple
charges, including criminal breach of
trust (Section 409 IPC), cheating (Sec-
tion 420 IPC), criminal conspiracy

(Section 120-B IPC), and violations
under the Prevention of Corruption
Act (POCA), 1988.

In a separate matter, on March 11, the
Andhra Pradesh Crime Investigation
Department (APCID) issued notices to
former YSRCP MP Vijayasai Reddy,
ordering him to appear for question-
ing in connection with the Kakinada
port case. Reddy was asked to appear
at the Vijayawada CID office on March

12 at 11 am. The notices included Sec-
tions 506, 384, 420, 109, 467, 120(B),
and 34 of the BNS, along with others.
The case involved allegations of coer-
cion and threats to forcibly take over
shares in Kakinada Port and Kakinada
SEZ, worth around Rs 3,600 crore.
While speaking to mediapersons,
Reddy had stated that he had told the
truth and presented the facts to the
state CID investigating the Kakinada

seaport case. Dismissing his role in

this case, he claimed the involvement
of Vikrant Reddy, son of YRSCP MP

YV Subba Reddy.

26-year-old man arrested for secretly
filming women on Bengaluru roads

TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru police,
on Thursday, arrested a
26-year-old man for alleg-
edly recording videos of
women in public places and
uploading them on social
media without

The accused has been
identified as Gurudeep
Singh. the Banashankari
police arrested him after
registering a suo motu case.
The action was initiated
after one of the women fea-
tured in a video tagged the
Bengaluru Police Depart-
ment on Instagram and
sought action.

DCP (South) Lokesh Jag-
alasar stated that a person
who used to shoot voy-
euristic pictures and videos
of women and post them
online on Instagram has
been arrested, based on a
suo motu FIR registered
at the Banashankari police
station.

The FIR was registered a
couple of weeks ago. Police

“By doing so, the accused bas
violated the privacy of women and
harmed their dignity,” the FIR says.
Further investigation is on.

are currently in the pro-
cess of taking down the ac-
cused’s Instagram account,
he said.

According to police, the
accused had been uploading
videos of women recorded
in public areas like Church
Street in Bengaluru, with-
out their consent.

A young woman, who
claims to be one of the vic-
tims, took to Instagram to
share her experience, spark-
ing widespread outrage.

The Instagram account,
which claimed to showcase
“street scenes,”contains vid-
eos of women taken with-
out their knowledge, often
zooming in on their bodies.

One woman who reported
the incident said she began
receiving vulgar messages

after a video featuring her
was uploaded. She empha-
sized that having a public
Instagram profile or simply
being in a public space does
not amount to giving con-
sent to be filmed.

The accused has been
booked under Section 78
(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita and Section 67 of
the Information Technol-
ogy Act.

The FIR states that the ac-
cused used to film women
from the front and back in
public places and uploaded
45 such videos on Insta-
gram.

“By doing so, the accused
has violated the privacy of
women and harmed their
dignity,” the FIR says. Fur-
ther investigation is on.

Reddy had announced his retire-
ment from politics on January 24,
stating that he would resign from his
Rajya Sabha membership on January
25. He resigned as a member of the Ra-
jya Sabha voluntarily, citing personal
reasons and expressing his intention
to focus on agriculture in the future.

ited Congress leader and
Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gan-
dhi, for the promise made
during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, which led to this step
for OBC reservation.

The government has
directed officials to take
all necessary steps at the
ground level to ensure the
implementation of the 42%
reservation for OBCs in the
local body elections, which
will begin immediately
across the state.

The minister empha-
sised that the government
is committed to fulfilling
its promise, made by Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy on
February 4, 2024, within
the promised timeframe of
one year. “As promised in
Revanth Reddy’s declara-
tion on February 4, 2024,
this promise, from decision
to implementation, is being
fulfilled within one year.

Delhi visit fruitful: DKS
on meet :mg Union Jal Min

TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar on
Friday described his visit to
the national capital as “fruit-
ful” on irrigation issues.
Shivakumar, respond-
ing to the media queries at
Kempegowda International
Airport, said, “During the
Delhi trip, I met Union Jal
Shakti Minister C.R. Patil
and discussed the notifica-
tion regarding the Krishna
Tribunal verdict and the
appraisal report of the Me-
kedatu project. I met Forest
Minister Bhupendra Yadav
and discussed the Kalasa
Banduri issue. I also spoke
to Prahlad Joshi on this issue.
He has suggested a compro-
mise between the two states.
‘We have approached the Su-
preme Court, and there are
some technicalities in this
matter. The Goans said that
it is not right for us to have
a show cause notice, and we
have discussed it with legal

A

experts.”

Shivakumar said that the
Karnataka government has
submitted request for new
projects. “In addition, we
have submitted a request
for new projects. During the
Parliament session, we will
go to Delhi again, discuss it
with the state MPs and re-
quest them to impose pres-
sure together.”

When asked about the op-
position to the construction
of a dam in Lakkenahalli in
connection with the Yetti-
nahole project, he said, “No

Bill to curb Left-wing extremism
gets Maha Legislative Council nod

[N =
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Amid walkout by the opposi-
tion, the Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Council on Friday passed
a bill which seeks to curb un-
lawful activities of Left-wing
extremist outfits and make
offences under it cognizable
and non-bailable, a day after
it received approval in the as-
sembly.

The Maharashtra Special
Public Security Bill was tabled
in the upper house by Yogesh
Kadam, Minister of State for
Home (Urban).

Thebill was passed by the as-
sembly on Thursday.

The passage of the billin both
houses of the state legislature
paves the way for it to become a

15 arrested in
Rs 53-crore bank
heist in Karnataka

TDG NETWORK
VIJAYAPURA

Twelve more people have
been arrested in connection
with the alleged robbery of
gold and cash worth over
Rs 53.26 crore from Canara
Bank’s Managuli branch in
Vijayapura district, police said
on Friday.

The arrests were made fol-
lowing the interrogation of
three accused—including for-
mer branch manager Vijaya-
kumar Miriyala—who were
taken into custody last month.

With the total number of ar-
rests rising to 15, police have
so far recovered assets worth
over Rs 39.26 crore, including
39 kg of melted gold, Rs 1.16
crore in cash, and five cars,
said Vijayapura Superin-
tendent of Police Lakshman
Nimbargi.

The heist took place on May
25 at the bank’s Managuli
branch in Basavanabagewadi
taluk, where Miriyala had

previously served as branch
manager. To avoid identifica-
tion, the accused also stole the
bank’s CCTV Network Video
Recorder (NVR).

According to Nimbargi,
valuables worth Rs 53.26
crore—including gold or-
naments and Rs 5.2 lakh in
cash—were looted from the
bank locker.

Police recovered 39 kg of
melted gold bars and jewel-
lery from the accused. Ad-
ditionally, Rs 1.16 crore in
cash—allegedly earned by
selling a portion of the stolen
gold and deposited at Goa’s
Majestic Pride Casino—was
also seized.

“Fifteen accused have been
arrested, and assets worth
over Rs 39.26 crore recovered.
Initially, Canara Bank officials
reported that 58.97 kg (gross
weight) of gold jewellery was
stolen. Upon verification
by bank authorities, the net
weight was confirmed to be
40.7 kg,” the SP said.

law after the Governor’s assent.
The bill stated that public
order is being jeopardised by
unlawful activities of Left-
wing extremist organizations
or similar organizations and
such activities interfere with
the administration of law and
maintenance of public order.
“It is expedient to enact a
new law to provide for effective
prevention of certain unlawful

activities of Left-wing extrem-
ist organizations or similar
organizations and for matters
connected therewith,” it said.

The bill defined unlawful
activity as any action taken by
an individual or organization
whether by committing an act
or by words either spoken or
written or by sign or by visible
representation or otherwise
which constitute a danger or
menace to public order, peace
and tranquillity.

All offences under this Act
shall be cognizable and non-
bailable. Offences under the
law shall only be registered un-
der the written permission by
an officer not below the rank of
the Deputy Inspector General
of Police, who will specify the
investigating officer, it said.

matter what project you do,
including roads and dams,
there will be opposition.
Drinking water must be
supplied. This water must
be stored everywhere. We
had thought that not only
Lakkenahalli, but also some
areas in the Koratagere area
should be used. It is impos-
sible to say how the water
will flow. This issue will be
discussed with Paramesh-
war and discussed in the
next cabinet.”

DK Shivakumar denied
that the too and fro with the
party high command in Del-
hi had anything to do with a
possible change in the state
leadership.

“What political discussions
took place? There was a dis-
cussion about giving some
status to our workers. All the
MLASs have submitted their
opinions. Those who have
worked hard in the party
organization at the taluk
and district levels and some
others should be given status
as per the promise we made.

Stalin accuses
ATADMK of
backing ‘unfair’
delimitation

AGENCIES

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister M K Stalin on Fri-
day accused the op-
position ATADMK of
backing the Centre’s
proposed delimitation
exercise, which, he said
“punishes our progress.”
On the occasion of World
Population Day, he took to
‘X’ to give a ‘reminder’ to
the union government that
“Tamil Nadu leads in pop-
ulation control, empowers
women with dignity, de-
livers healthcare and edu-
cation for all, champions
sustainable development.”
“And yet, what do we get in
return? Fewer seats.

Chhattisgarh cabinet nod to draft
Bill to set up State Cap1ta1 Region

AGENCIES
RAIPUR

The Chhattisgarh cabinet on
Friday approved the draft
bill for establishment of an
authority for the develop-
ment of the Chhattisgarh
Capital Region on the lines
of the National Capital Re-
gion (NCR), Deputy Chief
Minister Arun Sao said.

The state government also
decided to set up a joint
venture firm in with col-
laboration Pan IIT Alumni
Reach For India Founda-
tion (PARFI) for the insti-
tutional development of
tribal groups, poor youth,
women and third gender
people from other deprived
sections in the state, he said.

“The cabinet approved
the draft bill for the estab-
lishment of the relevant au-
thority for the development
of the Chhattisgarh Capital
Region (State Capital Re-
gion) on the lines of the Na-
tional Capital Region,” Sao
said.

In view of the rapidly in-

creasing population and ur-
banisation in Raipur, Durg-
Bhilai and Naya Raipur Atal
Nagar, this authority will
work for the systematic and
planned development of
this area. This authority will
work to plan for the capital
region, promote investment,
coordinate between various
government and private or-
ganisations and properly
control the expansion of the
city, he said.

“By 2031, about 50 lakh
people are expected to live in
this area, so it is important
to ensure urban develop-
ment while effectively us-
ing the land and protecting
the environment. In this
way, the Capital Region De-

Telangana implementing mvestment strategy of Rsl lakh crore in state:

RAJ KIRAN BATHULA
HYDERABAD

Telangana is moving ahead
with a well-defined strat-
egy to transform the state
into a global life sciences
hub, said Duddilla Sridhar
Babu, Minister for IT and
Industries. Speaking at the
inauguration of the second
edition of the ET Pharma
Tech Innovation Conclave.

“In just a year and a half,

Telangana govt have at-
tracted investments ex-
ceeding Rs50,000 crore,
resulting in the creation
of over 60,000 new jobs.”
He noted that Telangana
is projected to export life
sciences products worth
Rs66,000 crore in FY
2024-25. Hyderabad, has
earned global recognition
as the “Vaccine Capital
of the World,” supplying
one-third of the world’s

vaccines. From India’s larg-
est Medical Devices Park,
“Made in Telangana” stents
and catheters are now be-
ing exported to 89 coun-
tries, including the US and
Japan. The minister added.
“Our government is com-
mitted to creating employ-
ment for five lakh individu-
alsin rural and semi-urban
regions through the life
sciences sector. To achieve
this, we are implementing

a long-term investment
strategy worth Rsl lakh
crore.” Minister Sridhar

Babu revealed that plans
are underway to establish
Pharma Villages in Vi-
karabad, Nalgonda, and
Medak districts, after ex-
tensive consultations with
stakeholders.

He also said Addition-
ally, the government is
preparing to set up a Life
Sciences University, built
to international standards,
to cultivate a highly skilled
workforce tailored to in-

dustry needs. The univer-
sity will offer both short-
and long-term programs
in partnership with global
life sciences organizations.

Minister also mentioned
ongoing collaborations
Through Young India
Skills University, youth are
already receiving industry-
aligned training in partner-
ship with companies like
Dr. Reddy’s and Aurobin-
do. With the Centre for the

Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion (C4IR), science gradu-
ates are being groomed to
become specialists in life
sciences.

“We are in the final stages
of launching a dedicated
‘Telangana Comprehen-
sive Life Sciences Policy’
to enhance the global vis-
ibility of the Telangana
brand in this sector.” He
emphasized that the gov-
ernment’s approach goes

velopment Authority will
help in making the urban
areas of Chhattisgarh bet-
ter, sustainable and well-
organised,” he added.

According to Sao, the for-
mation of a non-profit joint
venture company between
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment and Pan IIT founda-
tion was approved by the
cabinet during its meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai at Mantrala-
ya Mahanadi Bhawan here.

Through this joint venture
company, scheduled tribes
and poor youth, women and
third gender people of other
deprived communities will
be empowered through in-
stitutional vocational educa-
tion, skill development and
rural entrepreneurship, he
said.

The firm will also work for
the livelihood and socio-eco-
nomic change by converging
the unused funds of Tribal
Sub-Plan, Scheduled Caste
Sub-Plan etc. for the devel-
opment of deprived commu-
nities, he said.

IT Min

beyond industry and R&D,
focusing on public benefit
through technology inte-
gration. Telangana has al-
ready initiated AI-based pi-
lot screening programs for
oral, breast, and cervical
cancers in three districts.
Encouraged by the positive
outcomes, preparations are
underway to extend this
initiative across all govern-
ment hospitals and medical
colleges in the state
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OFTEN MOCKED FOR LIVING OFF HER INCOME: FATHER TO POLICE

Police continue probe to find motives behind killing of tennis player Radhika by her father

Court sends accused father
to police custody for a day

TDG NETWORK
GURUGRAM

ormer state-level ten-
nis player Radhika
Yadav was cremated

on Friday evening, a day
after her father allegedly
shot her dead at point blank
range, bringing the curtains
down on a life cut short
cruelly and leaving behind
questions aplenty.

Deepak Yadav, 49, who
confessed to the crime and
told police he was taunted
for living off her income
from a tennis academy, was
produced in court on Friday
and remanded to one-day
police custody.

The 25-year-old received
four bullets, three in the
back and one in the shoul-
der, according to the post-
mortem report by a board
of three doctors, said police.
That done, her body was
handed over to the family
and taken for last rites to
the family’s village in Wazi-

RADHIKA RAN TENNIS ACADEMY

B Cremation held in Wazirabad, attended

by 150 mourners

B Father confessed to killing overincome-

related disputes

B Victim ran a tennis academy, played in =

national events

B Four bullets fired while she was cooking

athome

B Police probing possible family, financial,

and personal triggers

rabad close by.

There was stunned silence
and many tears too as the
young woman was cremat-
ed, said a villager. About
150 people, including her
grieving family, attended
the funeral with her brother
Dheeraj lighting the pyre.

“There were many ques-
tions about the murder. Ev-
eryone was surprised how
Deepak could have killed
his daughter, the one he
loved the most,” said one of

the mourners.

What could have led the
father to pump bullets into
his daughter’s back while
she was cooking in their
home in upscale Sushant
Lok in Gurugram? Was
it the tennis academy she
ran? Was it a music video
she made last year? Was it
wounded pride? Or was it
something else entirely?

The speculation swirled
as people took in the scant
details of the shock murder

of the clearly successful
woman set to go places.
Deepak Yadav confessed
he shot Radhika because he
was often mocked for living
off her income, police sourc-
es said. Police also issued a
statement claiming the ten-
nis academy Radhika ran
was the bone of contention
between father and daugh-
ter. “Her father was not
happy with it,” Gurugram
police spokesperson Sand-
eep Singh said. “On many

LG asks city Government to make
Aadhaar reg1strat1ons ‘foolproof’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Lt Governor VK Saxena
has asked the Delhi gov-
ernment to make Aadhaar
registrations in the na-
tional capital “foolproof™,
saying illegal migrants ob-
taining the document has
wider national security
ramifications, officials said
on Friday.

It has come to the atten-
tion of the Lt Governor that
in several instances, illegal
immigrants have managed
to secure an Aadhaar card
on the basis of “false docu-
mentation or misrepresen-
tation”, Ashish Kundra,
principal secretary to LG,
said in a letter to the Delhi
chief secretary.

This has a “cascading”
effect as some individuals
secure other documents

DUS

(p!assport and voter iden-
tity cards) which establish
nationality and avail ben-
efits under various govern-
ment schemes and impact
employment opportunities
meant for locals, noted the
letter.

“This also has wider
ramifications for national
security,” the letter from
the LG office said. A fresh
look at the responsibilities
assigned to Registrars un-
der the Aadhaar (Enrol-
ment and Update) Regu-

Divisional
commissioner
should also
superuvise amonthly
audit exercise to
make sure there

areno loopholes,
it added further.

lations, 2016, in the Delhi
government, is required
with respect to field-level
implementation, monitor-
ing and verification proce-
dures, the letter said.

“The Lt Governor has di-
rected that clear instruc-
tions be issued to all Reg-
istrars to strictly comply
with the provisions of the
Aadhaar (Enrolment and
Update) Regulations, 2016

panel to explore Dharavi

style slum redevelopment in crty

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Urban Shel-
ter Improvement Board
(DUSIB) has formed a
nine-member committee
to examine the feasibility of
adopting the Dharavi mod-
el of in-situ rehabilitation
for slum redevelopment in
the national capital.

According to an official
order, the committee will
be headed by the DUSIB
chairman and will include
senior officials including
the chief engineer, director,
superintending engineer,
executive engineer and two
junior engineers.

“A committee is constitut-
ed of the following officers

to examine the feasibility of

implementing the Dharavi
model of in-situ rehabilita-
tion in the context of Delhi,”
the order stated.

The panel will carry out
a detailed study of the
Dharavi model and assess
whether it can be suitably
adapted and implemented
in Delhi, the order stated.

The order further men-

tloned that if the implemen-
tation was found feasible,
the committee will also sug-
gest possible modalities, in-
stitutional frameworks and
implementation mecha-
nisms. It may also make
other relevant observations
and recommendations.
The committee has been
asked to submit its report
preferably within 15 days.

and switch to an in-house
model of Aadhaar enrol-
ment within two months,”
it said.

Divisional commission-
er should also supervise
a monthly audit exercise
to make sure there are no
loopholes, it added further.
Details of all the enrolment
centres set up by the state
government including
municipal bodies, may be
put up alongwith the cur-
rent mode of functioning
by July 15, the LG directed
further.

Aadhaar Enrolment is
an “extremely sensitive
exercise” and it’s vital to
fix the responsibility of
the person gathering data
before issuing Aadhaar, so
that accountability can be
fixed in case of lapses, the
letter noted.

occasions, he had told her
to shut it, but she did not
agree. Angered, he shot
her,” the spokesperson add-
ed. The accused, who police
said was depressed for the
last 15 days, also felt he was
financially well off and had
good rental income so there
was no need for his daugh-
ter to run an academy.

Radhika had appeared
in a romantic music video
in 2024 alongside an inde-
pendent artist. According to
sources, this too could have
triggered tensions at home.

Police officials said they
were investigating all pos-
sible angles in the murder,
including what her mother
was doing when the inci-
dent occurred.

According toan FIR based
on the complaint of her
uncle Kuldeep Yadav, Rad-
hika’s mother Manju Ya-
dav was present on the first
floor of the house when the
shooting took place.

TDG NETWORK
GURUGRAM

A court here on Friday sent
Deepak Yadav, arrested for
killing his daughter and ten-
nis player Radhika Yadav, to
police custody for a day.

Outside the court, a police
official told reporters that
they had sought a two-day
remand of the accused. “We
have to recover the ammuni-
tion of his licensed revolver
(used in the crime). We have
to verify how much ammu-
nition he had procured,” he
said.

Asked from where the re-
covery has to be made, the
official said, “The accused
owns land in Kasam vil-
lage near Rewari. We have
to get the ammunition from
there.”

The 49-year-old accused,

wearing a T-shirt and trou-
sers, had his head covered
with a towel as he stepped
out of the vehicle near the
court complex under police
escort for a court appear-

ance.

He faced a volley of ques-
tions from a battery of medi-
apersons, wanting to know
why he killed his daughter.
However, he was quickly

taken inside the court prem-
ises. When he came out of
court after the hearing, the
towel was off. He faced the
same question, and again,
he was quickly escorted by
the police to the vehicle.

Deepak Yadav allegedly
shot dead his 25-year-old
daughter at the family’s
double-storey home in the
upscale Sushant Lok area
on Thursday. He has con-
fessed to the crime.

Police said they were
investigating all possible
angles in the murder, in-
cluding what the player’s
mother was doing when the
incident occurred.

They claimed that the ten-
nis academy Radhika ran
was the bone of contention
between the father and the
daughter.

Kanwar Yatra: AAP slams Govt for redirecting

(%

funds to BJP-a

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

AAP Delhi State President Saurabh
Bharadwaj on Wednesday criticised
the BJP-led Delhi administration for
politicising the sacred Kanwar Yatra
by defunding long-standing commu-
nity-run camps and redirecting funds
to BJP-backed and affiliated organisa-
tions.

Addressing a press conference,
senior AAP leader and Delhi State
President Saurabh Bharadwaj said,
“Every year, we supported all Kanwar
camps--irrespective of their political
affiliations--by arranging tents, lights,
sound systems, furniture, fans, cool-
ers, music systems, and stages. The
Kanwar committees only had to focus
on ‘seva’ and managing the prasad dis-
tribution. This model ran smoothly for
years. I can say with full responsibility
that it never mattered whether a Kan-
war committee was aligned with Con-
gress, BJP, or AAP--our government
helped everyone equally.”

HICHN
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Claiming to have exposed the policy
shift, he stated, “The BJP government
has first declared that they will no
longer provide tents, lights, or sound
directly. Instead, they claimed they’ll
give money. This created confusion
and anxiety among Kanwar commit-
tees--how much will be given? When
will it be given? Even during a meeting
held at the Secretariat, ministers used
derogatory words about the Kanwar
committees and the camps them-
selves. It was said that money would be
transferred to their accounts, but now
when the time has come to set up the
camps, no one has received anything.

iliated community camps

The committees don’t know how much
will come or when.”

Calling out the BJP for targeting
non-affiliated camps, the AAP Delhi
State President revealed, “Now, BJP
leaders are being asked to form new
committees, register societies, open
bank accounts, and only then they’ll
be funded by the government. Delhi’s
taxpayer money, government funds,
are being withheld from those Kan-
war committees that have served for
10, 15, 20 years. Instead, the money is
being directed to newly formed com-
mittees run by BJP leaders.” Saurabh
Bharadwaj cited a specific instance,
“Our MLA Kuldeep Kumar has been
running a Kanwar camp at Kondli
Pul, near Sankhwar Hospital, for the
last six years. Every year, the govern-
ment provided tents, lights, and sound.
This was likely Delhi’s biggest Kanwar
camp, as it is located right at the entry
point to the city and serves thousands
of pilgrims. But this year, due to this
political vendetta, their tents were re-
moved by police this morning (July 9).

One dead as Azad Market three -storey shop collapses

DMRC announces Rs 5
lakh ex-gratia for victim
of building collapse

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A man died after a three-
storey shop building col-
lapsed near Pul Mithai in
North Delhi’s Lohia Chowk
area early on early hours of
Friday.

The collapsed building,
located at Tokri Walan in
Pul Mithai near Bara Hin-
du Rao, had three shops
on the ground floor and
godowns on the first floor.
The shops were part of
the Azad Market area and
dealt in bags and canvas
cloth.

The deceased has been
identified as Manoj Shar-
ma, also known as Pappu,
aged 45. He was an em-
ployee at shop number 7A,
owned by Gulshan Maha-

jan, and had been working
there for the past 30 years.

Bara Hindu Rao Police
Station received informa-
tion about the building col-
lapse through PCR calls at
around 1:55 AM.

The Delhi Fire Services
sent three fire tenders to
the site. Teams from the
Fire Brigade, NDRF, CATS
Ambulance, DDMA, and

the Crime Team also ar-
rived for rescue operations.
Manoj Sharma was
pulled out of the debris and
taken to Bara Hindu Rao
Hospital, where he was
declared dead on arrival.
No other injuries have
been reported so far. A
truck parked in front of
the building was also badly
damaged in the collapse.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) has an-
nounced an ex gratia of Rs 5
lakh for the family of a man
who died after a building
collapsed near Pul Mithai in
North Delhi’s Lohia Chowk
area around the early hours
of Friday.

The deceased has been
identified as Manoj Sharma,
also known as Pappu, aged
45. He was an employee at
shop number 7A, owned
by Gulshan Mahajan, and

had been working there for
the past 30 years. The col-
lapsed building, located at
Tokri Walan in Pul Mithai
near Bara Hindu Rao, had
three shops on the ground
floor and godowns on the
first floor. The shops were
part of the Azad Market
area and dealt in bags and
canvas cloth.

MCD invites tenders for waste-to-energy plant at Ghazipur dump site

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) has
invited tenders for setting
up a Waste-to-Energy
facility at the Ghazipur
dumpsite, one of the three
major landfills in the na-
tional capital.

In a push towards sci-
entific waste processing
and clean energy genera-
tion, the civic body’s proj-
ect is to be implemented
under the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model

on a Design, Build, Fi-
nance, Operate and Trans-
fer (DBFOT) basis.

According to the Notice
Inviting Tenders (NIT)
dated July 9, the initiative
is aligned with the Solid
Waste Management Rules,
2016, and seeks the partici-
pation of private develop-
ers through a transparent,
tariff-based competitive
bidding process.

The civic body, through
its Office of the Executive
Engineer (WtE), DEMS,
has officially begun the
process to select a suitable

developer for the project
via a transparent, tariff-

based bidding system.
Under this initiative,

The selected firm will be expected to
develop the facility in strict compliance
with the waste management rules,
as amended from time to time.

private developers will be
responsible for the end-
to-end execution of the
project -- from design and
financing to construction,
operation, and eventual
transfer back to the MCD.
The selected firm will be
expected to develop the fa-
cility in strict compliance

with the waste manage-
ment rules, as amended
from time to time.

The proposed plant
is part of a wider push
to reduce the environ-
mental burden posed by
the Ghazipur dumpsite,
which has been a persis-
tent source of concern due

to the massive volume of
untreated waste accumu-
lating at the location.

The use of waste-to-ener-
gy technology aims to con-
vert a portion of the city’s
solid waste into usable
energy, thereby reducing
the dependence on land-
fills while also generating
power from waste.

According to the tender,
to facilitate better under-
standing and address que-
ries, the MCD has sched-
uled a pre-bid meeting on
July 29, inviting all inter-
ested parties to participate

and raise questions regard-
ing the project scope and
expectations.

Interested parties must
pay a non-refundable doc-
ument cost of rupees one
lakh and submit the req-
uisite bid security amount
along with their bids. Any
bids not accompanied by
the document cost will be
summarily rejected, the
notice states.

The last date for submis-
sion of bids is August 18,
2025, and the bids will be
opened on the same day,
the notice adds.
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VADODARA BRIDGE COLLAPSE DEATH TOLL Security forces hunt 40-50
RISES T0 20; ONE PERSON STILL MISSING

A preliminary
probe suggests
the bridge
collapsed
duetothe
crushing of
pedestaland
articulation
joints.

TDG NETWORK
VADODARA

he death toll in the
Mahisagar river
bridge collapse in

Gujarat’s Vadodara district
rose to 20 on Friday after an
injured man died in hospi-
tal and the body of a miss-
ing person was found in the
river, officials said.

One more person was still
missing, and efforts to find
him will be resumed on Sat-
urday as the search and res-
cue operation concluded in
the evening, they said.

Citing a preliminary probe

report, a state minister said
the collapse was caused by
the “crushing of pedestal
and articulation joints”.

Several vehicles plunged
into the river after a seg-
ment of the four-decade-
old bridge near Gambhira
village, connecting Anand
and Vadodara districts,
collapsed on Wednesday
morning.

“On the first day we man-
aged to recover 12 bodies
and six on the second day.
Today, one victim died un-
fortunately at the hospital
and we managed to retrieve
another body,” Vadodara
collector Anil Dhamaliya
said.

Narendrasinh Parmar
(45), resident of resident of
Dahevan village, died dur-

ing treatment at Vadodara’s
SSG Hospital.

The main focus of the next
stage of the operation on
Saturday will be removing
a large chunk of slab that
has fallen into the river, the
collector said.

“We will try to remove the
main slab with the help of
the technical team. Along
with that, we will also try
to retrieve a person in the
missing list. Efforts will also
be made to safely remove a
tanker carrying sulfuric
acid which is still stuck in
the water,” he said.

On Thursday, Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel suspended four en-
gineers of the state’s Roads
and Buildings Department
in connection with the

Centre extends Union Home Secy
Mohan's tenure till Aug 22, 2026

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Friday extended the tenure of
Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan till
August 22 next year, according to an official

order.

The extension comes at a time when the |

country is preparing for the mega census

with caste enumeration and amid the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs’ (MHA’s) resolve to
end Naxalism by March next year.

India’s 16th Census with caste enumeration
will be carried out in 2027, with the reference
date of October 1, 2026, in snow-bound areas
like Ladakh and March 1, 2027, in the rest of

the country.

Mohan, a 1989 batch Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer of the Sikkim cadre, was
named the Union Home Secretary in August
2024. He took over the charge from Ajay Ku-
mar Bhalla on completion of his tenure on

August 22 last year.

The Appointments Committee of the Cabi-

net (ACC) has approved Mohan’s extension in
services as Home Secretary beyond the date
of his superannuation on September 30 up
to August 22, 2026 or until further orders, in
terms of the provisions of Fundamental Rules
or FR 56 (d) and Rule 16 (1A) of the All India
Services (Death-Cum-Retirement Benefits)

Rules, 1958, said the order issued by the Min-

istry of Personnel.

The rules have provisions to extend the ser-
vices of such officers.

With this extension, Mohan will have two
years’ tenure on the crucial post mandated

with mainly ensuring internal security mat-

ters among others.

Punjab passes resolution against
CISF deployment at Bhakra dam

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

On Friday, the Punjab As-
sembly unanimously passed
a resolution opposing the
Centre’s proposal to de-
ploy CISF personnel at the
Bhakra-Nangal dam proj-
ect managed by the Bhakra
Beas Management Board
(BBMB).

The resolution said that
if the BBMB deploys CISF
personnel, the Punjab gov-
ernment will not bear any
financial burden arising
from such deployment.

The resolution against the
deployment of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) was moved by Cabi-
net Minister Barider Goyal
during the second day of the
special session of the Punjab
Assembly here on Friday.

As per the resolution, Pun-
jab has re-examined the is-
sue of deployment of CISF
and had already conveyed
to the BBMB on May 27 and
July 4, expressing its strong
reservations against the de-
ployment of CISF.

In May, the Centre had
sanctioned a contingent of
296 armed CISF personnel
for providing a counter-ter-
rorist security cover to the
Nangal dam in Punjab amid

the standoff between Punjab
and Haryana over the shar-
ing of water from the dam.

But the AAP government
in Punjab opposed any move
to deploy the CISF at the
dams in the state.

Participating in the dis-
cussion on the resolution
on Friday, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann said that
Punjab Police is capable of
protecting the dams in the
state.

bridge collapse.

Minister Rushikesh Patel
visited the site of the trage-
dy and informed the media
that action has been taken
on the basis of a prelimi-
nary report submitted by a
committee set up by Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel.

A high-level probe com-
mittee of the state’s roads
and buildings department
will submit a detailed report
in 30 days, he said.

Out of the 7,000 bridges
in the state that have been
surveyed, the government
has identified those that
need repairs or require
construction of a new one.
Action is taken on them ac-
cordingly, he said after the
visit.

“As per the preliminary
report of this investigation
committee, it has been re-
corded that the bridge col-
lapsed due to pedestal and
articulation crushing. A
detailed report will be given
by this committee within 30
days,” he said.

“The state government
placed four roads and
buildings department of-
ficials under suspension,”

said Patel who also later
visited the injured persons
at the SSG Hospital and en-
quired about their health.

Collector Dhamaliya,
meanwhile, noted that the
rescuers faced several chal-
lenges such as 3.5-metre
deep mud, release of soda
ash in water, a tanker of
sulfuricacid, a truck placed
precariously overhead.
“But the team managed to
face all these challenges to
carry out the operation,” he
added.

He also acknowledged the
role played by the local com-
munity in the rescue opera-
tion, noting that they were
the first responders.

The search and rescue op-
eration is being carried out
by the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF), State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) and other agencies.

At least six major inci-
dents of bridge collapse
have taken place in Gujarat
since 2021.

In December 2021, a slab
collapsed during the con-
struction of the Mumatpura
flyover on the outskirts of
Ahmedabad city.

terrorists 1 in Jammu reg10n

TDG NETWORK
NAGROTA

The security situation in both
the hinterland and border
areas of the Jammu region
remains stable and under
control, with security forces
maintaining a strong pres-
ence and conducting inten-
sive operations in key high-
altitude zones to track down
40 to 50 active terrorists,
according to official sources.

Multi-tier measures, in-
cluding an anti-drone strat-
egy, additional deployments
and a focus on intensified
night operations, have been
put in place to keep the ter-
rorists on their toes, they
said.

According to the sources,
around 40 to 50 terrorists
operating in multiple groups
are currently active south of
the Pir Panjal range. “Nearly
80 per cent of them are Paki-
stani nationals,” a source
said, citing earlier intelligence
assessments and ongoing
ground reports.

A series of counter-terror
operations is underway in
districts including Rajouri,
Poonch, Kishtwar, Doda
and Udhampur, they said.
“We are acting on specific

inputs regarding terrorist
movements. They are being
tracked and are on the run,”
said the sources familiar with
the ongoing operations.

The operations are focused
on the hinterlands of Kisht-
war, Basantgarh, Rajouriand
Poonch, with ground-level
intelligence playing a critical
role in directing troop move-
ments.

Security has been signifi-
cantly stepped up, with rein-
forcements deployed across
high-sensitivity areas and
higher reaches in the region.
“Higher reaches in the region
have been brought under the
effective control of forces and
are being fully dominated.

Night surveillance has
been intensified using night
vision devices and other
modern equipment,” a
source said.

Routes previously exploit-
ed by terrorists to enter the
Kashmir valley have been
plugged and preventive mea-
sures are in place to block
infiltration attempts. “Cross-
border activity continues and
reports suggest that terrorists
are being staged along the
border. However, our troops
are fully alert to foil any such
design,” the source added.

The anti-terror strategy has
been revised with increased
emphasis on night operations
and tactics aimed at denying
terrorists the opportunity to
regroup or seek shelter and
carry out night movement in
the hill ranges.

However, the sources
maintained that there are no
credible reports suggesting
that Pakistani regulars are
operating alongside terrorist
ranks as of now.

Arunachal highway through Namdapha tiger
reserve gets nod from wildlife board

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Standing Committee
of the National Board for
Wildlife has cleared a pro-
posal to divert 310 hectares
of forest land from the core
area of Namdapha Tiger Re-
serve in Arunachal Pradesh
for the construction of the
Arunachal Frontier High-
way (NH-913).

The decision comes even
as some members flagged
serious concerns over inad-
equate wildlife mitigation
measures and the planned
felling of over 1.5 1akh trees.

The project in the
Changlang district, con-
nects NH-215 near Kharsang

to the Miao- Gandhlgram-
Vijaynagar road, a stretch of
the strategic NH-913 corridor
close to the India-Myanmar
border, according to govern-
ment records.

The Public Works De-
partment (PWD), Arunachal
Pradesh, had sought 248.79
hectares (ha) of forest land

Delhi social worker
Malik flags off relief
vehicle for Himachal

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Cloudburst and sudden
floods in Mandi district of
Himachal Pradesh have
caused massive destruc-
tion. So far, 72 people have
lost their lives in the disas-
ter, while many others are
still missing. Over 200
roads have been closed,
and 285 electricity trans-
formers have been affected
in the district. The Sirajand
Karsog subdivisions have
been hit the hardest, with
225 houses and 14 bridges
damaged. Around 250
personnel from the NDRF
and SDRF are engaged in
ongoing relief and rescue
operations.

In a humanitarian ges-

ture, Delhi-based social
worker Rahul Malik
flagged off a vehicle carry-
ing 250 kits of food and es-
sential items from his resi-
dence in Rajendra Nagar
for the disaster-affected
people of Siraj and Karsog
assemblies in Mandi dis-
trict. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Malik said, “Natural
disasters come without
warning and often snatch
away everything. In such
times, it is our moral duty
to help those in need. Ful-
filling my social responsi-
bility is my greatest call-
ing.” He also acknowledged
the efforts of the Himachal
government and empha-
sized the importance of
collective social support in
times of crisis.

for intermediate laning and
61.21 ha for muck disposal.
On June 26, member sec-
retary of the committee said
ameeting regarding the proj-
ect proposal had been held
with committee members
H S Singh and R Sukumar,
along with the state’s chief
wildlife warden (CWW).

It was observed that
“the mitigation measures
proposed, including under-
passes, are quite rudimenta-
ry when compared to earlier
proposals”.

The member secretary
added that the animal pas-
sage plan lacked adequate
site specific research and sev-
eral proposed structures fol-
low “standard PWD culvert
or causeway designs rather
than designs tailored for ef-
fective wildlife movement.”

“There was consen-
sus that a comprehensive,
research-based animal pas-
sage plan is necessary, one
that clearly specifies the ap-
propriate design, location,
height and length of under-

passes and overpasses based
on actual animal movement
patterns,” he said.

Sukumar, while raising
two key concerns, acknowl-
edged the strategic impor-
tance of the road, which had
already been approved two
years ago as an all-weather
corridor.

“First, the plan would
result in the felling of ap-
proximately 1,55,000 trees
and the justification for
such extensive widening is
unclear; second, the animal
passage plan must be aligned
with actual ground realities
regarding wildlife presence
and crossing points and the
current plan is weak in this
respect,” he said.

BAM BHOLE

‘Kanwariyas’, Lord Shiva devotees, carry holy water during ‘Kanwar Yatra’ in the holy
month of ‘Shravan’, at Har Ki Pauri, in Haridwar. Agencies
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Nadda accepts Telangana MLA Raja Singh’s resignation over 'irrelevant' remarks

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

BJP National President JP
Nadda, on Friday accepted
the resignation of Telangana
MLA T Raja Singh from the
party with immediate effect.

According to a letter by
Arun Singh, the BJP’s na-
tional general secretary,
Singh’s resignation was ac-
cepted as per the direction
of party president JP Nadda.
The letter stated that the con-

tents of Singh’s resignation
letter were “irrelevant” and
did not align with the party’s
functioning, ideology, and
principles.

“The contents mentioned
by you are irrelevant and do
not match the functioning,
ideology and principles of
the party”: the letter stated.

Earlier, after resigning
from the BJP over reports
that Ramchander Rao is
set to be appointed as the
new BJP state president for

Telangana, MLA T Raja
Singh refused Rao’s eleva-
tion and said that the party
leaders and booth-level
workers need a state chief
who is aggressive and talks
about Hindutva.

Speaking to ANI, Raja
Singh said, “I always keep
telling the party that the
BJP can form a government
in Telangana. Today, the
party workers, booth-level
workers, are working for
the party. However, when it

comes to the declaration of
the state BJP president, the
party should consider what
kind of person should be
appointed as the state presi-
dent.”

“I have been consistently
advocating for a discus-
sion within the party, from
hooth-level to party leaders,
on the selection of the state
party president. We need
a state unit president who
is aggressive. The people of
Telangana, in particular, like

those who talk about Hindu-
tva,” Singh added.
Furthermore, T. Raja Singh
stated that he feels suffo-
cated in the party and can
no longer tolerate injustice.
However, he emphasised
that even after resigning
from the party, he would
remain a supporter of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath. “For how long can I

tolerate this injustice?...
Humara bhi dum ghut raha
hai party mein..Whether or
not I stay in the BJP, I will
remain a supporter of Modi
ji, Amit Shah ji and Yogi ji....
The party workers have been
demanding a state party
president who talks about
Hindutva,” he said.”This
is my personal decision. I
cannot continue to toler-
ate injustice. Some people,
by misusing their powers,
are ruining the party in the

state, and I cannot stand wit-
ness to this happening,” Raja
Singh added.

In his resignation letter ad-
dressed to G. Kishan Reddy,
President of the BJP Telan-
gana unit, Raja Singh stated
that at a time when the BJP
stands on the threshold of
forming its first government
in Telangana, the choice
of Ramchander Rao as the
State President raises seri-
ous doubts about the direc-
tion the party is heading.
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MARKETS EXTEND LOSSES FOR 3RD DAY,

SENSEX TANKS

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

quity benchmark
indices Sensex and
Nifty declined for

the third session in a row
on Friday, dropping nearly
1per cent, dragged by heavy
selling in I'T, auto and ener-
gy stocks amid a muted start
of the earnings season.

Tariff-related uncertain-
ties and mixed global mar-
ket trends also added to the
pressure, analysts said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 689.81 points or
0.83 per cent to settle at
82,500.47. During the day,
it fell 748.03 points or 0.89
per cent to 82,442.25.

As many as 2,450 stocks
declined while 1,557 ad-
vanced and 158 remained
unchanged on the BSE.

Similarly, the 50-share
NSE Nifty dropped 205.40
points or 0.81 per cent to
25,149.85.

On the weekly front, the
BSE benchmark dropped
932.42 points or 1.11 per
cent, and the Nifty tanked
311.15 points or 1.22 per cent.

“While weak European
market cues and negative
US Dow Futures weighed
on sentiment, the disap-
pointing start to earnings
season by software major
TCS cautioned investors
about the sluggish global
demand scenario that led to

heavy selling in IT, telecom,
auto, realty and oil & gas
stocks,” Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research), Meh-
ta Equities Ltd, said.

From the Sensex firms,
Tata Consultancy Services
declined 3.46 per cent after
reporting its June quarter
earnings.

The country’s largest
IT services company on
Thursday reported a 6 per
cent growth in June quar-
ter net profit at Rs 12,760
crore, helped by a jump in
non-core income even as
revenues grew at a tepid
pace.

The rupee revenue grew
1.3 per cent to Rs 63,437
crore during the quarter.
Still, it was down by over 3
per cent on a constant cur-
rency basis, as the company
faced headwinds in its ma-
jor markets amid a wind-
ing down of the BSNL deal,
which helped it in recent
quarters.

Mahindra & Mahindra,
Bharti Airtel, Tata Motors,

Adani Group to build
‘Healthcare Temples’, first
in Mumbai, Ahmedabad

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

Gautam Adani, Chairman
of the Adani Group, on
Friday announced that the
conglomerate will build
Artificial Intelligence-first
Healthcare Temples initi-
ated from Ahmedabad and
Mumbai.

Speaking at the 5th An-
nual Conference of the So-
ciety for Minimally Invasive
Spine Surgery - Asia Pacific
(SMISS-AP) in Mumbai to-
day, Adani said, “We will be
delivering on this promise
through the Adani Health-
care Temples --1,000-bed
integrated campuses that we
will initiate from Ahmed-
abad and Mumbai.”

These healthcare infra-
structures are designed to be
world-class, affordable, AI-
first healthcare ecosystems
-- and we are proud to have
the Mayo Clinic guiding us
on the design, implementa-
tion, and global standardsin
medical infrastructure and
research, Adani said.

Chairman of the Adani

Group further stated the
groupis preparing for a cap-
ital expenditure investment
of nearly 100 billion US dol-
lars over the next five years,
adding that the these invest-
ments are the manifestation
of the future of India.

Adani Group Chairman
said that the scale and pace
of this investment and its
commitment are unprec-
edented in India’s private
sector history.

In a stirring address trac-
ing his entrepreneurial jour-
ney, Gautam Adani, Chair-
man of the Adani Group,
reflected on the formative
experiences and bold deci-
sions that helped build one
of India’s largest infrastruc-
ture conglomerates.

Titan, HCL Tech, Bajaj Fi-
nance, Reliance Industries,
Trent, Infosys and HDFC
Bank were among the other
major laggards from the
pack.

“Markets traded under
pressure on Friday and lost
over halfa per cent, dragged
down by weak cues. The
session began on a negative
note following disappoint-
ing results from IT major
TCS, which further wors-
ened due to profit-taking in
heavyweight stocks across
other sectors. Sentiment
remained subdued due to
ongoing uncertainty around
tariff-related issues and a
weak start to the earnings
season,” Ajit Mishra - SVP,
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd, said.

Meanwhile, shares of Hin-
dustan Unilever Ltd (HUL)
surged 4.61 per cent follow-
ing the announcement that
Priya Nair will become the
first woman CEO and MD
of the firm, effective August
1,2025.

Competition heats up as Amazon

690 PTS ON IT, AUTO SELLING

BSE, NSE URGE INVESTORS TO VERIFY BEFORE
BUYING BONDS ONLINE

MUMBAI: Stock ex-
changes BSE and NSE
have jointly urged market
participants to take into
account several important
factors while investing in
bonds through various
online platforms.

In ajoint statement Fri-
day, the stock exchanges
have advised investors to
check the bond’s credit
rating, the issuer'’s track
record in timely repay-
ments, the liquidity of the
instrument, settlement
timelines, and the tax

Axis Bank, NTPC, Eter-
nal and State Bank of India
were also among the gain-
ers.

“The domestic market ex-
perienced a negative close
due to a sober start to Q1
earnings season and a ramp-
up in the tariff threat by the
US to impose a 35 per cent
tariff on Canada. Investors
may continue to be focused
on quarterly earnings for a
buy-on-dips strategy. How-
ever, in the near term, the
current premium valuation
and the global headwinds
like low spending and tariff
uncertainties may restrain
new inflows.

“The IT index underper-
formed due to deferment

implications of the invest-
ment.

Additionally, the joint
statement suggested it is
crucial to verify whether
the platform is a SEBI-
registered Online Bond
Platform Provider (OBPP).

In addition, the stock ex-
changes suggested inves-
tors carefully read platform
disclaimers, understand
the terms and conditions,
and ensure that trans-
actions are carried out
through properly regulated
and secure systems.

in orders and new invest-
ments, which may impact
FY26 earnings estimates,”
Vinod Nair, Head of Re-
search, Geojit Investments
Limited, said.

The BSE smallcap gauge
declined 0.70 per cent, and
the midcap index dropped
0.65 per cent.

On BSE sectoral indica-
tors, teck tumbled 1.85
per cent, BSE Focused IT
tanked 1.77 per cent, IT
(1.65 per cent), auto (1.72
per cent), oil & gas (1.28 per
cent), consumer discretion-
ary (1.23 per cent), and tele-
communication (1.22 per
cent).

In contrast, healthcare and
FMCG were the gainers.

RBI imposes penalty on HDFC
Bank, Shriram Finance

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank on Fri-
day said it has imposed a Rs
4.88 lakh penalty on HDFC
Bank for contravention of
certain norms relating to
foreign investment in India
while granting a term loan
toits client.

The central bank also im-
posed a penalty of Rs 2.70
lakh on Shriram Finance
Limited for non-compli-
ance with certain provi-
sions of the “Reserve Bank
of India (Digital Lending)
Directions, 2025”.

Regarding the penalty
on authorised dealer bank
- HDFC Bank, the RBI
said it had issued a show
cause notice to the bank,
in response to which the
bank had submitted a
written reply and had also
made oral submissions
thereon.

“After considering the
facts of the case and the
response given by HDFC
Bank Ltd in the matter,
the Reserve Bank of India
came to the conclusion that
the contraventions were
established and warranted
imposition of penalty,” RBI
said.

The statutory inspection
of Shriram Finance was
conducted by RBI with ref-
erence to its financial posi-
tion as on March 31, 2024.
Based on supervisory find-
ings of non-compliance

challenges Zepto, Blinkit with 10-min dash

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Amazon’s launch of 10-min-
ute delivery service, Ama-
zon Now, in Delhi follow-
ing its debut in Bengaluru,
has heated up the quick
commerce space, which is
already marked by fierce
competition among Blinkit,
Zepto, and Swiggy Inst-
amart, making India one
of the few markets globally
where ultra-fast delivery is
thriving.

A report by ICICI Securi-
tiesin April this year, in fact,
had talked about how quick
commerce platforms are
building deep-habit loops,
are no longer confined to
speed and snack-led oc-
casions, and structurally
reshaping retail behaviour
through high-frequency
engagement and curated
category expansion.

Amazon has begun its
ultra-fast delivery service
‘Amazon Now’ in select pin-
codes in Delhi with “curated
selection of everyday essen-
tials”; the 10-minute deliv-

ery service was launched
in Bengaluru in December
last year.

“Amazon Now’ tab now
appears within the app in
select pincodes it is available
in, and the company intends
to launch the offering in oth-
er cities soon.

Amazon 10-minute deliv-
ery service covers daily es-
sentials including groceries,
fruits and vegetables, per-
sonal care and beauty prod-
ucts, wireless accessories,
small appliances. Orders
with minimum value of Rs
99 for Prime users, and Rs
199 for non-Prime users are
delivered free of charge.

Market watchers be-

lieve that app-based quick
commerce platforms have
cracked the code when it
comes to recreating the
convenience and familiarity
of shopping at local kirana
stores. Amid fast paced life-
styles and busy work sched-
ules, they offer customers
online stacks of a diverse
choice of products and, of
course, the ease of doorstep
delivery.

Moreover, quick com-
merce boom is riding on
the India’s smartphone
penetration, low data costs,
and predominantly young
demographics.

According to a report ear-
lier this year by Flipkart and

Bain and Company, more
than two-thirds of all e-gro-
cery orders and one-tenth of
e-retail spends happened on
quick commerce platforms
in 2024, underlining how
QCom is revolutionising
the way consumers buy in
India.

Jefferies, in a recent report,
had noted that the quick
commerce has indeed be-
come mainstream and en-
try of horizontal platforms
like Flipkart and Amazon is
more out of force as the us-
ers and their share of wallet
have been rapidly moving to
quick commerce platforms.

“The market in some pock-
ets may get cluttered, as in
certain places, there may
be as many as six different
quick commerce platforms,
with some trying to woo us-
ers viaaggressive discounts.
Specifically, on Amazon,
we think these are early
days and the offering needs
to have enough scale in
terms of coverage to be a
meaningful player in the
overall Q/C (quick com-
merce) market.

Tariff war is due to economic imbalances between countries: SBI
TARIFF DEADLINE MAY BE EXTENDED AS US-CHINATALK’S DRAG: REPORT

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

The recent surge in the trade
wars impacting global econ-
omy is due to the trade im-
balances between the coun-
tries, according to a report
by SBI Funds Management.

The report noted that ten-
sions between the United
States and China are be-
cause of deeper rooted
problems of global eco-
nomic imbalances. China
invests much more than
it consumes, while the US
consumes far more than it
invests, leading to a sharp
imbalance in global trade
flows.

It stated “The tariff issue
highlights the deeper eco-
nomic imbalance between
the U.S. and China”.

As per the data quoted in
the report, China’s invest-
ment stands at 42 per cent
of its GDP, while household
consumption is only 40 per

cent. In contrast, the US in-
vests only 22 per cent of its
GDP but has a very high
household consumption
rate of 68 per cent.

India falls somewhere in
between, with investment
at 33 per cent of GDP and
household consumption at
62 per cent.

This imbalance has cre-
ated a massive trade gap
between the two countries
which in turn has support-
ed the trade wars between
countries to reduce their
trade deficits.

The US runs an annual
goods trade deficit of around
USD 1,202 billion, while
China enjoys almost equal
surplus of USD 992 billion.
India runs a trade deficit of
USD 275 billion.

The US also has a negative
current account balance of
-3.2 per cent of GDP, while
China maintains a surplus
of 1.4 per cent.

In terms of savings, the US

saves 18 per cent of its GDP,
compared to 43 per cent in
China and 33 per cent in In-
dia. This pattern shows that
the US underinvests and
overspends, while China
over saves and over invests.

Due to this imbalance, the
US has become the world’s
largest absorber of surplus
goods, resulting in ris-
ing levels of external debt,
which now stands at USD
276 trillion. In comparison,
China’s external debt is only
USD 2.4 trillion and India’s
is USD 0.7 trillion.

The SBI Funds Manage-
ment report highlighted
that the US administra-
tion is looking to fix this
imbalance impacting their
economy. Measures such as
tariffs are being used, and
though any increase in tar-
iffs is expected to be gradual
through 2025, the report
says the US could still use
other legal tools to enforce
trade measures.

NEW DELHI: Trade negotiations between
the United States and China are moving
slowly, raising the chances that the current
tariff deadlines may be extended, accord-
ing to a report by SBI Funds Management.

The report highlighted that the ongo-
ing talks have once again hit a familiar
deadlock, with both sides showing limited
progress. A major concern in these discus-
sions is China's dominance in rare earth
processing, an area where it controls 90
per cent of the global capacity.

These rare earth materials are crucial
for various industries, especially in
electric vehicles, electronics, and clean

energy.

China has already started placing
curbs on the export of rare earths. The
report mentioned that this move is
beginning to affect the global automo-
bile sector, particularly electric vehicle
production in the US, Europe, and India.

The Trump adminis-
tration has also pushed
for reducing America’s
dependence on China
for manufactured goods

The situation adds more complexity to
the ongoing trade talks.

The current deadline for tariff decisions
was July 9, 2025. While US President Don-
ald Trump recently announced that the tar-
iffs announced in April will be implement-
ed from August 1, against countries who
failed to sign a deal, the report expresses
doubt and suggests that there could be a
further extension of the deadline due to the
slow pace of the negotiations.

The SBI report also pointed out that
many countries are still focused on main-
taining stable trade relations with China,
which is making it difficult for the US to

push forward its tariff plans.

and has raised serious
concerns about the long-
term sustainability of its
debt levels.

On the other hand, China

Despite US efforts, China remains a key
playerin global trade and is largely not part
of new trade agreements being formed.

Among the US's trade partners, India,
Vietnam, and Japan are in a better position
to finalize trade deals.

is taking steps to reduce its
reliance on the US, includ-
ing reforms in cross-border
payment systems and com-
modity exchanges.

The company routed the loan repayments
through the account of a third-party,
instead of the borrowers directly
crediting the loan repayments to the
company’s account, the RBI said.

with RBI directions and
related correspondence in
that regard, a notice was
issued to the company ad-
vising it to show cause as to
why penalty should not be
imposed on it for its failure
to comply with the said di-
rections.

After considering the
company’s reply to the
notice, additional submis-
sions made by it and oral
submissions made during
the personal hearing, RBI
said it found, inter alia,
that the following charge
against the company was
sustained, warranting im-

position of monetary pen-
alty.

The company routed the
loan repayments through
the account of a third-
party, instead of the bor-
rowers directly crediting
the loan repayments to the
company’s account, the
RBI said.

In both cases, the central
bank said the penalties are
based on the deficiencies in
regulatory compliance and
not intended to pronounce
upon the validity of any
transaction or agreement
entered into by the entities
with their customers.

‘Gold’s rally awaits
clarity on US interest
rates, dollar weakness

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Current bullion market is
focusing on a combination
of factors which includes
direction of US interest
rates, weakness in USD,
among many others factors
for further guidance, noted
a recent report by Emkay
Wealth Management.

The direction of US inter-
est rates, which as of now is
unclear about its likely im-
pact on the tariffs on the US
retail prices, which means
that one of the major trig-
gers for gold is absent.

While the second major
factor could be the weak-
nessin the US Dollar against
other currency majors. This
can happen only with a sus-
tained fall in the US Dollar
yields and interest rates, the
report said. Gold and the US
dollar usually have an in-
verse relationship. When-
ever dollar weakens, gold
becomes cheaper for other
currencies, increasing de-
mand and often impacts its
price, and vice-versa.

However, the strength
in the dollar and firming
US bond yields over the
last two weeks have added
downward pressure on the
gold prices. The report sees
technical support for gold at
USD 3,297 and USD 3,248.

“What we need to see is
a further fall in the Dollar
caused by official rate cuts
and a fall in market yields.
There is a strong view that
with the new budgeted
spends to the tune of USD
4.60 trillion, the situation
could become murkier be-
cause the resultant borrow-
ings may put upward pres-
sure on the yields,” Emkay
Wealth Management said.

Along with that, a pattern
of consolidation is currently
being observed in the gold
market, which typically
leads to an increase in gold
prices.

‘Recall of Chinese
engineers from Foxconn
India an opportunity’

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The recall of Chinese em-
ployees from the Foxconn
India factory, which manu-
factures Apple iPhones,
won’t impact mobile pro-
duction in India, said a se-
nior government official.
The official added that it is,
in fact, an opportunity for
India.

“I would look at it more
as an opportunity. If the
workers want to go back,
it’s between the company
and the workers. They will
have to make arrangements
to ensure the work contin-
ues -- production won't be
impacted. We facilitated
their visas,” said the senior
official from the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (Meity).

“As far as Apple is con-
cerned, they have alterna-
tives. The primary respon-
sibility lies with Apple to
ensure that the manufac-
turer doesn’t impact pro-
duction,” the official added.

According to reports last
week, more than 300 Chi-
nese workers have departed
from Foxconn’s southern In-
dia plants.

Although the exact rea-
sons behind the recall were
unclear, it appears it was
linked to Beijing’s broader
strategy to limit technology
transfers and equipment ex-
ports to India and Southeast
Asia.
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INDIA'S INVISIBLE WAR: HOW TECHNOLOGY, ESPIONAGE AND
APATHY THREATEN NATIONAL SECURITY

OPINION
DR. NISHAKANT OJHA

AN
ndia today stands at the
forefront of a modern

battle—a war not waged
with tanks or missiles,
but with smartphones,
seductive messages, and
silent spyware. In the
evolving domain of hybrid
warfare, the lines between
external attack and internal
compromise have blurred.
Cyber intrusions, social
engineering, and digital
espionage have become the
new arsenals of state and
non-state actors targeting
the Republic.

The threat to national in-
tegrity is no longer limited
tosoldiers crossing borders;
it now lurks within mobile
applications, false online
identities, and pre-installed
foreign software. From de-
fense establishments to dig-
ital banking systems, India
is navigating a labyrinth of
silent attacks designed to ex-
ploit trust, technology, and
institutional vulnerabilities.

THE RISE OF THE
INSIDER THREAT: SIM
CARDS, HONEY TRAPS
AND COVERT NET-
WORKS

The arrest of cleric Moham-
mad Kasim from Bharat-
pur has brought to light a
disturbing pattern. He had
been in contact with Paki-

stan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI), allegedly trans-
porting Indian SIM cards
across the border. These
were used by Pakistani
handlers to impersonate
senior Indian officials and
manipulate defense person-
nel into disclosing sensitive
information.

Kasim had visited Paki-
stan multiple times, un-
dergoing training in covert
communication techniques.
He is not an isolated case.
Several other individuals
from Punjab and Haryana,
often from underprivileged
backgrounds, were enticed
by promises of visa support
and financial compensation.
These SIM cards served as
critical enablers for psycho-
logical and digital warfare
against India—fuelling
everything from misinfor-
mation to attempted honey
traps. These operations are
more than isolated inci-
dents; they represent a cali-
brated ISI playbook of ex-
ploiting digital connectivity
and personal weaknesses to
undermine India’s defense
ecosystem.

NAVAL LEAKS AND
EMOTIONAL EXPLOI-
TATION: WHEN LOVE
BECOMES A WEAPON
In a separate incident, a
young naval technician, Ra-
vindra Verma, was detained
by Maharashtra ATS for
leaking classified data on
Indian naval vessels. His
downfall began with Face-
book friend requests from
fake accounts posing as
Indian researchers. Over
time, the exchange turned
intimate, drawing Verma
into an emotional depen-
dency that was weaponized

against the nation. Despite
stringent protocols barring
the use of personal phones
within restricted zones,
Verma memorized ship po-
sitions and recreated them
in notes, sketches, and au-
dio messages—all of which
he shared over encrypted
platforms. At least five of
the ship locations were
later verified as authentic
and classified. What oc-
curred was not merely es-
pionage—it was a systemic
breach driven by psycho-
logical manipulation. When
an individual with access to
strategic assets is turned,
the damage can ripple far
beyond what’s immediately
visible.

THE SMARTPHONE
MENACE INSIDE
HIGH-SECURITY COR-
RIDORS

Smartphones have trans-
formed communication
and productivity—but in
government buildings and
military installations, they
have become a double-
edged sword. Despite the
known risks, phones are
often permitted into high-
level meetings and sensitive
areas. These devices, when
infected, can transmit live
audio, record video, and ac-
cess encrypted communica-
tions like WhatsApp, Sig-
nal, or Telegram. Spyware
has demonstrated the ter-
rifying capability to activate
microphones or cameras
remotely—without any user
interaction. Allowing such
devices into national secu-
rity environments is akin to
leaving a backdoor open for
foreign surveillance.

Yet, security protocols re-
main inconsistent. In many
establishments, personal
devices are not audited, and
there is no centralized Mo-
bile Device Management
(MDM) policy enforced.
The consequence is stark:
confidential decisions on
defense, diplomacy, and
national strategy risk be-
ing leaked without a single
physical intrusion.

INDIA'S DIGITAL
WEAK SPOT: A
NATION UNDER
CYBER SIEGE

Globally Security experts,
including those at Safr.me,
have raised the alarm about
smartphones being the most
compromised personal de-
vices today. Through phish-
ing, zero-day exploits, SIM
swapping, and app vulner-
abilities, cybercriminals and
hostile states can access ev-
erything from banking cre-
dentials to biometric data.
Unfortunately, most Indian
users—including public
servants—still grant exces-
sive app permissions, reuse
passwords, and connect to
unsecured networks. One
infected phone can become
a surveillance hub capable
of undermining national
operations.

The era of cyber warfare has
arrived—and India’s mobile in-
[frastructure, despite advance-
ments, remains porous.

BANKING ON

CYBER FRAGILITY:
SEBI’'S WARNING

TO FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS

India’s financial infrastruc-
ture is not immune to these
threats. Recognizing the
systemic risk, the Securi-
ties and Exchange Board

The enduring shadow of ‘Enemy Property

of India (SEBI) introduced
the Cybersecurity and Cy-
ber Resilience Framework
(CSCRF), urging banks to
fortify their defenses. Yet,
multiple institutions missed
compliance deadlines, citing
operational difficulties and
internal audits.

In a financial system as
vast as India’s, even minor
breaches can be exploited
for destabilizing the econo-
my. Cyber attacks on bank-
ing systems could lead to
widespread disruption—
from manipulated stock
markets to compromised
investor data. This is not just
a digital risk; it is a national
security risk with economic
consequences.

FOREIGN FIRMWARE:
THE SILENT

INVASION INSIDE
INDIAN DEVICES

In West Asia and North
Africa, a growing scandal
involves Samsung smart-
phones carrying unremov-
able apps like “AppCloud,”
allegedly developed by
iron Source—a firm with a
controversial record in ad
tech and data surveillance.
These pre-installed apps
harvest data silently, with
no option for removal and
minimal visibility to users.
While India was not directly

named in the investigation,
the implications are seri-
ous. Among the top mobile
brands in India, similar
firmware vulnerabilities
could already be in circu-
lation. If hostile firms con-
trol access to critical device
functions, they also control
how, when, and where data
is shared.

India must audit all im-
ported devices and enforce
localization of firmware and
app permissions. Blind trust
in foreign OEMs could turn
national infrastructure into
asurveillance playground.

THE REAL THREAT:
COMPLACENCY AND
INSTITUTIONAL
DISCONNECT

Despite these revelations,
India’s greatest vulnerabil-
ity may not lie in malware
or foreign agents—it lies in
bureaucratic inertia. Min-
istries operate in silos. Cy-
bersecurity remains under-
funded. Public awareness is
limited. Training modules
on digital risks are absent
from most government cur-
ricula. Policies exist, but en-
forcement is patchy. What’s
more alarming is the casual
approach to data privacy in
the very offices responsible
for national security. This
apathy enables threats to

A question of inheritance and identity

OPINION

DR. DEEVANSHU SHRIVASTAVA

The recent setback for ac-
tor Saif Ali Khan in the
long-standing dispute over
his ancestral properties in
Bhopal has once again cast a
harsh spotlight on the com-
plex and often unforgiving
jurisprudence of ‘enemy
property’ in India. The case,
winding its way through the
courts for decades, serves
as a poignant illustration of
how a law, born out of the
crucible of war, continues

to cast a long and conten-
tious shadow over the lives
of Indian citizens, raising
fundamental questions
about inheritance, identity,
and the very nature of jus-
tice. At the heart of this le-
gal quagmire is the Enemy
Property Act,1968. Enacted
in the aftermath of the 1965
Indo-Pak war, the legisla-
tion empowered the gov-
ernment to take control of
properties belonging to in-
dividuals who had migrated
to Pakistan and China. The
underlying principle was
to prevent assets from be-
ing used by or benefiting a
nation at war with India. A
Custodian of Enemy Prop-
erty was appointed to man-
age these assets, which were
tobe held in trust.
However, the journey of
this law has been far from
straightforward. The most

significant and controver-
sial turn came with the 2017
amendment to the Act. This
amendment, introduced
with retrospective effect,
fundamentally altered the
landscape of enemy prop-
erty jurisprudence. It ex-
panded the definition of
an “enemy” to include the
legal heirs of those who
had migrated, even if those
heirs were Indian citizens
by birth and had never held
any allegiance to the ‘enemy’
nation. Furthermore, it ex-
tinguished the right of suc-
cession to such properties,
effectively nullifying the
claims of Indian citizens to
their ancestral inheritance.
The Saif Ali Khan case is
a direct consequence of
this stringent legal frame-
work. The dispute revolves
around the vast estates of
the erstwhile Bhopal prince-
ly state. The classification of
these properties as ‘enemy
property’ stems from the
migration of Saif Ali Khan’s
great-grandmother, the Be-
gum of Bhopal, to Pakistan
after the Partition. While
his grandmother was recog-
nized as the sole successor
by the Indian government,
the 2017 amendment has

The dispute revolves around the vast estates
of the erstwhile Bhopal princely state. The
classification of these properties as ‘enemy
property’ stems from the migration of Saif
Ali Kban's great-grandmotber, the Begum
of Bhopal, to Pakistan after the Partition.

provided the legal ammuni-
tion for the state to challenge
the inheritance rights of her
descendants, including Saif
Ali Khan. The recent Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court

ruling, which has allowed
the government to re-notify
these properties as enemy
property, underscores the
far-reaching implications
of the amended Act. Critics

/i - St
of the Enemy Property Act,
particularly its 2017 itera-
tion, argue that it creates a
class of Indian citizens who
are perpetually disenfran-
chised from their heritage
based on the actions of a
forebear. They contend that
it violates the fundamental
right to property and the
principles of natural jus-
tice. The retrospective ap-
plication of the law is seen
as particularly draconian,
unsettling settled matters
and creating a climate of
uncertainty and legal jeop-
ardy for families across the

fester and grow.

India is engaged in a war
without visible enemies.
But the consequences are
very real—loss of strategic
advantage, compromised
defense operations, and
erosion of sovereign control
over digital ecosystems.

SECURING INDIA’S
FRONTLESS

WAR: STRATEGIC
RECOMMENDATIONS
To counter this multifacet-
ed threat, India must move
from reaction to anticipa-
tion:

Policy & Governance

® Mandate strict Mobile
Device Management
systems for all officials
handling classified data.

® Ban personal phones in
secure zones; introduce
secure, custom-built
government devices.

® Enforce criminal pen-
alties for unauthorized
communication within
restricted environments.

Technological

Preparedness

® Deploy Al-driven
anomaly detection
tools in sensitive cyber
ecosystems like smart
IMSI Catcher (Interna-
tional Mobile Subscrib-

er Identity catcher) is a
surveillance tool used to
intercept mobile com-
munications by mim-
icking a legitimate cell
tower.

® Audit all pre-installed
apps and firmware on
imported devices.

® Set up a national digi-
tal command centre for
cross-ministerial sur-
veillance oversight.

Human Factor &

Awareness

® Launchnationwide digi-
tal literacy campaigns
on phishing, password
protection, and social
engineering.

® Train defense and public
sector employees on cy-
ber hygiene and counter-
honey-trap awareness.

® Encourage regular
third-party audits of
mobile devices used in
public offices.

VICTORY LIES IN
VIGILANCE

India’s security is no longer
safeguarded by borders
alone. The battlefield has
expanded into chat rooms,
mobile devices, and en-
crypted networks. Enemies
exploit human weaknesses,
unpatched software, and
institutional inertia to wage
a war without flags or uni-
forms.

We are not approaching
this threat—we are already
in the crosshairs.

Protecting sovereignty
in this digital era requires
more than weapons; it de-
mands a transformation
in mindset, behaviour, and
policy. From the smart-
phones in our hands to the
servers in our ministries,
every vulnerability must
be sealed. In this invis-
ible war, India’s strength
will lie not just in military
might, but in strategic
foresight and uncompro-
mising vigilance.

Dr. Nishakant Ojba, Interna-
tional Security Strategist &
Hybrid Warfare Expert

country.

Proponents of the law, on
the other hand, maintain
that it is a necessary tool to
safeguard national interests
and prevent the assets of
former enemies from falling
into the wrong hands. They
argue that the properties in
question were left behind
by those who chose to sever
their ties with India and that
their descendants cannot
lay claim to them. The gov-
ernment’s stance has been
that these properties, once
vested in the Custodian, be-
long to the state and can be
disposed of as it deems fit.
The Saif Ali Khan dispute,
therefore, is more than just
a high-profile celebrity legal
battle. It is a mirror reflect-
ing the inherent tensions
within the Enemy Property
Act - the clash between
national security concerns
and individual rights, be-
tween the ghosts of the past
and the realities of the pres-
ent. It forces us to confront
uncomfortable questions:
Can the concept of ‘enemy’
be passed down through
generations, branding In-
dian citizens with a label
that denies them their in-
heritance? Should the sins

of the father, or in this case,
the great-grandmother, be
visited upon the sons and
daughters who are citizens
of India?

As this case and others
like it continue to navigate
the labyrinthine corridors
of the Indian judicial sys-
tem, there is a pressing
need for a nuanced and
humane re-examination of
the Enemy Property Act.
While the state’s interest in
managing properties left be-
hind by those who became
citizens of enemy nations is
understandable, the law in
its current form appears to
be a blunt instrument with
devastating consequences
for Indian citizens. A just
resolution would require
balancing the historical
context of the law with the
present-day realities of citi-
zenship and inheritance.
The enduring shadow of
‘enemy property’ must not
be allowed to eclipse the
fundamental rights of the
citizens of a democratic re-
public.

Prof. (Dr.) Deevanshu Shriv-
astava, Founding Dean and
Professor, GL Bajaj Institute of
Law, Greater Noida.
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THE NEXT BIG STEP FOR

orld Population Day 2025 marks a pivotal
moment for India as preparations for Census 2027
begin. With a focus on digital transformation

and comprebensive caste enumeration, this
upcoming census promises to be the most
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ambitious and inclusive yet—redefining how India collects,
understands, and uses population data for future planning.
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INTRODUCTION

World Population Day is
celebrated every year on July
11. The theme for this year is
“Empowering young people
to create the families they
want in a fair and hopeful
world.” In India, the young
population is set to form to-
morrow’s workforce, with
65% of people under the age
of 35. On June 16, 2025, the
Ministry of Home Affairs of-
ficially issued the notification
for Census 2027. The Indian
Census is the largest single
source of various statisti-
cal information on various
characteristics of the peo-
ple of India. With a history
of more than 150 years, this
reliable, time-tested exercise
is bringing in a real insight
into population data every
10 years.

Beginningin the year 1872,
the first census was con-
ducted at different times in
different parts of India. The
Indian Census hasbeenause-
ful source of data for scholars
and researchers in demog-
raphy, economics, anthro-
pology, sociology, statistics
and many other disciplines.
The rich diversity of India’s
people isindeed revealed by
the decadal census, which has
become a tool for understand-
ing and studying India.

ANCIENT FOUNDATIONS
AND EARLY MODERN
CENSUS
India has a long and rich
tradition of conducting
censuses. The earliest refer-
ences of conducting census
in the country can be found
in Kautilya’s ‘Arthashastra’
(321296 BC) and later in the
writings of Abdul Fazl’s in
‘Ain-e-Akbari’ during the
days of Emperor Akbar.
The first modern popu-
lation census in India was
conducted between 1865 and
1872, though it didn’t happen
simultaneously across all re-
gions. India conducted its first
coordinated census in 1881.

POST-INDEPENDENCE
EVOLUTION (1951-2011)
Censusis the biggest source of
primary dataat village, town
and ward level providing mi-
cro level data on various pa-
rameters including Housing
Condition; Amenities & As-
sets, Demography, Religion,
SC & ST, Language, Literacy
& Education, Economic Ac-
tivity, Migration and Fertility.
The Census Act,1948 and the
Census Rules, 1990 provide
the legal framework for con-

duct of Census.

CENSUS 2011: MAJOR
FINDINGS AND
INNOVATIONS

The Census 2011 was the 15th
Censusasreckoned from1872
and the seventh since inde-
pendenceThe Complexity
and Scale of Census 2011
operations are as follows:

Multilingual Operations:
The Census Schedules were
surveyed in 16 different lan-
guages to accommodate In-
dia’s linguistic diversity.

Massive Printing Require-
ments: The exercise recquired
printing of approximately 5.4
million instruction manu-
als and 340 million Census
Schedules to support the
nationwide operation.

Extensive Human Resourc-
es: A workforce of 2.7 million
enumeratorsand supervisors
was engaged to carry out the
census takingactivities across
the country.

Geographic Coverage: The
census operations spanned
across:

@ 35 States and Union
Territories

® 640 districts

® 5,924 sub-districts

® 7,933 towns

@ 6.41 lakh villages

Unique Integration: Cen-
sus 2011 featured a distinctive
approach where Schedules
for preparation of the Na-
tional Population Register

NATION 9

INDIA: CENSUS 2027

Religious composition as per Census 2011

96.63crores  17.22crores 2.78 crores
(79.8%) (14.2%) (2.3%)
» 16.8% 24.6% 15.5%

Growth Rate (2001-1)

Sikh Buddhist Jain
2.08 crores 0.84 crores 0.45 crores
(1.7%) (0.7%) {0.4%)
8.4% 6.1% 5.4%

Source: Census 201

and ranking of households
based on predefined param-
eters. The Census in rural
areas was conducted by
Dept. of Rural Development,
in urban areas by Ministry
of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs. Office of the Registrar
General and Census Com-
missioner of India under the
Ministry of Home Affairs
provided technical support

SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND

CASTE CENSUS (SECC)
201

Conducted by the Ministry
of Rural Development, SECC-
2011 was a study of the socio-
economic status of rural and
urban households and rank-
ing of households based on
predefined parameters. The
Census in rural areas was
conducted by Dept. of Ru-

Population Characteristics in India

Census Households Population Literacy Rate
{in milion)

(in milion)

Year

1981-201

(in 26)

Sex Ratio
{No. of females
per 1000 Males)

Urban Population
as share of Total
Population (in 96)

1981 18 683 431 934 231
1991 157 846 51.6 926 25.5
2001 194 1028 64.8 933 27.8
201 250 1210 73.0 943 311

Source: A Treatise on Indian Censuses Since 1981, Consus of India

(NPR) were canvassed simul-
taneously with the Housel-
isting Schedules, making ita
comprehensive demographic
exercise.

Logistical Achievement:
The scale and complexity of
coordinating such a massive
operation across India’s di-
verse geographical and lin-
guistic landscape demon-
strated the organizational
capabilities of the census
machinery.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND
CASTE CENSUS (SECC)
2011

Conducted by the Minis-
try of Rural Development,
SECC-2011 was a study of
the socio-economic status of
rural and urban households

for SECC. The purpose of
SECC-2011 was to enable ev-
idence-based policy making,
targeted delivery of welfare
schemes, and efficient iden-
tification of beneficiaries for
various government pro-
grammes. It included caste
enumeration, but names of
caste/tribe/religion were not
shared publicly.

The SECC 2011 was a
unique paperless Census
utilizing over 6.4 lakh
electronic handheld de-
vices for enumeration.
This groundbreaking ex-
ercise demonstrated ro-
bust grievance redressal
mechanisms, processing
1.24 crore claims and ob-
jections with 99.7% resolu-
tion rate.

ral Development, in urban
areas by Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs. Of-
fice of the Registrar General
and Census Commissioner of
India under the Ministry of
Home Affairs provided tech-
nical support for SECC. The
purpose of SECC2011 was to
enable evidence-based policy
making, targeted delivery of
welfare schemes, and efficient
identification of beneficiaries
for various government pro-
grammes. It included caste
enumeration, but names of
caste/tribe/religion were not
shared publicly.

The SECC 2011 was a

unique paperless Census uti-
lizing over 6.4 1akh electronic
handheld devices forenumer-
ation. This groundbreaking
exercise demonstrated robust
grievance redressal mecha-
nisms, processing 1.24 crore
claims and objections with
99.7% resolution rate.

REVOLUTIONARY
CHANGES IN CENSUS 2027

Caste Enumeration

For the first time since inde-
pendence, Census 2027 will
include caste enumeration for
allindividuals. Caste except
Scheduled Caste (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST) has
been excluded fromall census
operations conducted since
independence. Some states
have conducted caste surveys
with varying transparency
and intent, raising concerns
of politicization. To protect
social harmony;, it has been
decided toinclude caste enu-
meration in the main census
rather than as a separate
survey.

Digital Transformation

Census 2027 represents
a paradigmatic shift as In-
dia’s first digital census. The
government has announced
several technological innova-
tions-

® First-time use of Mo-
bile Apps for data collec-
tion.

® Census Monitoring &
Management Portal with
multilingual support.

@ Online self-enumera-
tion for the public for both
phases of Census.

® Code Directory to
streamline data process-
ing.

® Training of more than
35 lakh field functionaries.

® [n-built validation
check mechanism

® Operational Frame-
work

THE CENSUS WILL BE
CONDUCTED IN TWO
DISTINCT PHASES:
The reference date for the
census shall be 00.00 hours
(12 AM midnight) of the 1st
day of March, 2027 except
for the Union Territory of
Ladakh and snow-bound ar-
eas of Union Territory of J&K,
and the states of Himachal
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand.

For the Union Territory of
Ladakh and snow-bound ar-
eas of Union Territory of J&K,
and the states of Himachal
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand,
the reference date shall be
00:00 hours (12 AM mid-
night) of the 1st day of Octo-
ber, 2026.

WHY CENSUS 2027
MATTERS MORE

THAN EVER

The 2027 Census arrives at
a time when India is grap-
pling with rapid urbaniza-
tion, youth unemployment,
rising demand for digital
services, and persistent so-
cio-economic inequalities.

Did you know?

1951 Census- First Quality Check: Pioneered field re-checking to assess census accu-
racy - the first-ever attempt to verify how correct the count actually was.

1961 Census- Cultural Repository: Conducted extensive studies on rural crafts, fairs,
festivals, and ethnographic surveys, transforming the Census Organisation into India’s
largest sociological information bank.

Mechanical Revolution: First census to use mechanical tabulation equipment includ-
ing key punches, verifiers, sorters, and tabulators, marking India’s early step toward
automated data processing.

1971 Census- Migration Mapping: First census to systematically track internal migra-
tion by collecting data on people’s last place of residence, providing crucial insights into
India’s population movement patterns.

regional research needs.

1971 Census - Local Choice Research: Allowed each state's Director of Census Opera-
tions to conduct one special study of their choice, making the census more responsive to

field.

Until 1991, only 45% of data could be digitised, However, in Census 2001 and 2011, the
use of ICR technology made it possible to digitise all data that were collected from the

Number of Enumerators
& Supervisors

2991

1981

(In Lakhs)

2001

Source: A Treatise on inclae Consuses Since 1961 Census of xla

I

201 2020

Technology used and time taken for
data processing, 1961-2011

Pl

Item/CensusYear 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 20m
Fopdation 439 | 548 | 683 | 846 1028 1210
{in Million)

| 96 of field Data
Cotlaction 100 100 100 100 100 100

| % of Data

| Digitized 5 15 25 45 100 100

| Offiine | PC Based
szr.a_capture | Hand | Key ; Scanning | Scanning
Digitization Punch | Punch Data Data iR IR

| Method Entry Entry
E"I_"'_'f_ Tﬂ't‘i‘e':,f“ 510 | 510 | 540 510 3.7 28

iy ‘01 J Years | Years | Years Years Years Years

Processing |

KCR: Invefigont Characoer s usedl o extroct from mages.

CAPE Compuater-Assisted Personal nterviewing refers to survey data colection by an in-person nerviewer.

Source: A Troatise on indian Censuses Sinee 1981, Census of India

The importance of accurate,
timely; and inclusive data can-
not be overstated. With India
expected to surpass 1.45 bil-
lion people by 2027, popula-
tion management is not just
agovernance challenge—it’s
a national priority.

From urban planning toin-
frastructure development, ed-
ucation to employment, and
health to housing, virtually
every aspect of policy relieson
reliable demographic infor-
mation. The upcomingcensus
is seen as a transformative
step towards understanding
ground realities, improving
delivery mechanisms, and
empowering underrepre-
sented communities through
targeted interventions.

THE DEMAND FOR
CASTE DATA
One of the most debated in-
clusions in Census 2027 is
the full caste enumeration.
The demand for updated
caste data has intensified
over the past decade, par-
ticularly from political par-
ties, social organizations,
and state governments.
These groups argue that ac-
curate caste data is essential
for equitable distribution of
resources, updating reserva-
tion policies, and tracking
the socio-economic progress
of backward classes.
Inclusion of caste in the na-
tional censusisamove aimed
at transparency and national
integration. For decades, the
lack of credible caste data be-
yond SCs and STs hindered
meaningful socio-political
discourse. Census 2027 will
fill that vacuum, allowing pol-
icymakers to back affirmative
action and welfare programs
with hard data rather than
outdated estimates.
However, the process also
carries risks. There are con-
cerns that public caste data
could deepen social divides
or become a political weapon
during elections. To mitigate
this, the government has
promised strict data protec-
tion protocols and non-disclo-
sure of sensitive information
to the public domain unless
essential for academic or ad-
ministrative use.

OVERCOMING COVID-
ERA DELAYS
Census 2021 was originally
scheduled to begin in early
2021 but was delayed indefi-
nitely due to the COVID-19
pandemic. This break in the
decadalrhythm of India’s cen-
sus operations disrupted sev-
eral planning processes that
rely on fresh demographic
insights. Census 2027, there-
fore, will have to bridge this
16-year gap between two full
national counts.

In the meantime, govern-

ment departments relied on
smaller-scale surveys like
the National Family Health
Survey (NFHS) and the Pe-
riodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), but none of these
offer the comprehensive,
bottom-up data that a full
census provides. With the
upcoming enumeration,
policymakers hope to re-
calibrate development pro-
grams using real, updated
population trends.

GLOBAL RELEVANCE
AND DIGITAL
SOVEREIGNTY
Astheworld’s most populous
democracy, India’s censusis
globally significant. Multilat-
eral agencies, researchers,
and private companies often
rely on Indian census data for
economic forecasting, market
analysis, and developmental
collaboration. The digital-first
approach of Census 2027 will
not only speed up data col-
lection and processing but
also seta precedent for digital
sovereignty in demographic
governance.

By training over 3.5 mil-
lion functionaries in digital
tools and equipping them
with multilingual support
systems, India is sending a
strong message about its in-
tent to lead in civic tech and
digital public infrastructure.

LOOKING AHEAD
Census 2027 is not merely
a bureaucratic exercise—it
is the soul of India’s demo-
cratic and developmental
framework. Every individual
counted isa voice recognized,
a need documented, and
a right acknowledged. On
this World Population Day;,
India takes abold leap toward
that vision, with the world
watching.

CONCLUSION

As India prepares for Cen-
sus 2027, the nation stands
at a historic juncture where
years of unbroken census
tradition meets revolution-
ary digital transformation.
This groundbreaking exer-
cise introduces comprehen-
sive caste enumeration for
the first time since indepen-
dence, mobile app-based
data collection, and online
self-enumeration facili-
ties, representing the most
ambitious demographic
undertaking in India’s his-
tory. Census 2027 will not
only establish new global
benchmarks for large-scale
population exercises but
also serve as a cornerstone
for inclusive governance
and evidence-based policy
formulation, ensuring that
India’s diverse population
is accurately represented in
the digital age.
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CYBERSECURITY IN THE AGE OF SMART CITIES:

RITIKA GOSWAMI

India’s Smart Cities Mis-

sion, initiated in 2015,

had envisioned making
urban governance smarter
through data, automation,
and connectivity. After a
decade, more than 100 cit-
ies are embedding Internet-
of-Things (IoT) devices,
smart transport systems,
e-governance platforms,
and surveillance networks
into day-to-day infrastruc-
ture. The digital revolution
promises efficiency and
citizen-centric administra-
tion — but it also sets a new
horizon of cyber vulner-
abilities that India’s legal
apparatus is not entirely
prepared to tackle.

THE DIGITAL BACKBONE
OF URBAN INDIA

Smart cities are built on a

complex network of tech-
nology: CCTV surveillance
systems with face detection,
smart energy grids with au-
tomation, intelligent water
meters, Al-driven traffic
management, and cloud-
based data centers with
real-time processing. Every
level of this infrastructure,
as it enhances operational
efficiency, is a vulnerability
for cyber attacks.

In 2024, for example,
several Indian municipal
corporations were hit by
ransomware attacks that
crippled property tax web-
sites and e-payments in
Pune and Bhopal. While
the digital dependence of
city systems increases, so
does the attack surface —
which poses grave issues of
public safety, national secu-
rity, and data privacy.

LEGAL GAPS
AND OUTDATED
FRAMEWORKS

India’s first core cybersecu-
rity law — the Information
Technology Act, 2000 —
was crafted in an era long
before smart cities or Al-
based surveillance. While it
does have provisions under
Sections 66 and 72 of cyber

Smart
Economy
Smart Living Smart
Environment Governance
Key Action
Areas of
Smart City
Smart Smart
Population Environment
Smart
Mobility

offenses and data leakages,
it is not specific to address
issues particular to smart
infrastructure, ie.,

« Safety of critical infor-
mation infrastructure (CII),
such as smart grids, trans-
portation control systems,
and emergency services.

» IoT security norms, for
devices that may not even
have primary encryption
or firmware patches.

» Compulsory breach dis-
closure protocols, particu-
larly to civic governments
and private smart city pro-
viders.

« Liasion of liability, par-
ticularly when private tech

contractors operate over
public data or city systems.

Though CERT-In (Indian
Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team) released
fresh cybersecurity guide-
lines in 2022 requiring re-
porting of incidents within
six hours, its implementa-
tion is inconsistent, partic-
ularly at the municipal level
where digital capacity is
limited.

The Privacy Conundrum

Smart cities collect mas-
sive volumes of personal
data: location, facial im-
ages, utility consumption,
mobility patterns, and even
behavioral data through

OUR LAWS PREPARED?

predictive analytics. This
raises critical questions:
Where is the data stored?
Who owns it? Is there
meaningful consent?

Though the Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023, estab-
lished paradigms for con-
sent, purpose limitation,
and redressal of grievances,
its extension to public sec-
tor bodies — particularly
municipal authorities — is
still nascent.

GLOBAL LESSONS AND
THE PATH AHEAD

Across the globe, nations
such as Estonia, Singa-

pore, and South Korea are
incorporating cybersecu-
rity-by-design into their
smart city initiatives. These
involve pre-deployment
risk evaluation, encryption
guidelines, real-time moni-
toring of threats, and most
critically, sound legislative
structures.

India must take a simi-
lar approach by urgently
enacting a comprehensive
Digital India Act — cur-
rently under draft — to re-
place the IT Act. This Bill
has been crafted to deal
with the legal and regula-
tory implications of an in-
creasingly dynamic digital

environment, and it seeks
to create a holistic frame-
work for emerging tech,
online safety, data gover-
nance, intermediary liabil-
ity, and cybersecurity.

In contrast to its prede-
cessor, the DIA is expected
to cover advanced digital
areas including artificial
intelligence, blockchain,
deepfakes, digital plat-
forms, and smart infra-
structure. It will likely
establish graded regula-
tion of intermediaries, sup-
port open internet values,
and enhance protections
against misinformation,
cybercrime, and algorith-

mic harms. The Act is one
aspect of the larger vision
of the Digital India initia-
tive, seeking to make sure
that India’s digital expan-
sion is both innovative and
rights-friendly, with a legal
framework adapted to the
21st century.

India’s path to smart ur-
banism is both inevitable
and desirable. But technol-
ogy without strong legal
protections is a risky bet.
A hack into a city’s surveil-
lance or traffic grid is not
just an ICT glitch — it’s a
public-order, safety, and
liberty-threatening phe-
nomenon.

From struggles to stardom: The
real-to-reel journey of Jaipur’s

Amit Talwa |

TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

“I wanted to serve the
nation, but now I serve
it through acting,” says
Jaipur-based actor Amit
Talwar. Originally from
Punjab, Amit dreamed
of becoming a soldier but
found his calling in act-
ing. Starting on the ramp,
he moved to TV and films,
using his roles to inspire
and deliver meaningful
messages. For Amit, act-
ing is not just a career, but
a responsibility to impact
society.

FROM THE RAMP TO
THE CAMERA

Amit Talwar began his
professional journey in
the world of modeling. His
confidence and charm on
the ramp quickly made him
a noticeable figure, leading
to several acting offers in a
short time. In 2009, he won
the title of Mr. Rajwada in a
prestigious modeling com-
petition held in Delhi. He
also impressed audiences
and judges at the ‘Mr. Face
of the Year 2009’ fashion
event organized by Hindu-
stan Times.

His first significant
break as an actor came
with the television series
‘Shri Ramanandacharya’,
produced by Sagar Arts

]

and shot in Baroda. It was
during this project that
veteran actor Browney
Parashar noticed Amit’s
potential and advised him
to move to Mumbai. This
suggestion proved to be a
major turning point in his
career.

STRUGGLES IN MUM-
BAI AND FIRST BIG
OPPORTUNITY

Amit’s journey in Mumbai
was far from easy. He had
no godfather, no recom-
mendations, and no influ-
ential connections. But he
never gave up. Through
sheer hard work and de-
termination, he landed
his first major television

project — ‘Rabba Ishq Na
Hove’ (produced by Ba-
laji Telefilms), in which he
played a supporting lead
role. The show aired on Zee
Punjabi. Although Amit
wasn’t in the lead role, he
portrayed the character of
an NRI who returns from
the UK. Even though the
role was supporting, his
compelling performance
caught the audience’s atten-
tion. Renowned comedian
Jaspal Bhatti was the first
to recognize his talent, and
he played a pivotal role in
introducing Amit to the
Punjabi entertainment in-
dustry through light and
sound shows and Punjabi

serials. This show became
a turning point in Amit’s
career. From that moment
on, he made up his mind —
there was no looking back,
only moving forward to-
wards his dreams.
BECOMING A HOUSE-
HOLD NAME WITH
‘CRIME PATROL

Amit’s true nationwide
recognition came when he
began appearing in Sony
TV’s Crime Patrol, one of
India’s most-watched crime
shows. Portraying vari-
ous lead characters across
multiple episodes, he im-
pressed audiences with his
intense performances—
whether as a police inspec-
tor, a victim, or a central
character. His compelling
screen presence earned him
the tag of a “reel-life hero”
and firmly established his
place in the television in-
dustry.Following this suc-
cess, Amit showcased his
versatility across a wide
range of popular television
shows, leaving a mark with
each performance. His no-
table appearances include
Halla Bol (UTV Bindass),
Tum Bin (Star Plus), Hoshi-
yar (AND TV), Police Files
(Big Magic Ganga), Apara-
jita (DD National), Aahat
4 (Sony TV), Tum Bin Jiya
Jaye Na (DD1), and Crime
Files (ABZY Cool), among
many other serials. With
every role, Amit proved his
ability to adapt to diverse
characters and genres,
earning him recognition
and appreciation in the
television industry.

BIG SCREEN DEBUT:
‘CHHOO LE AASMAAN’
Amit has recently stepped
into the world of cinema
with his Hindi film ‘Chhoo
Le Aasmaan’, which was
specially made for the film
festival circuit. The film
won accolades at the Goa
Film Festival and tells the
uplifting story of a rural
girl who uses education as
a means to uplift her fam-
ily and move to the city.

In the film, Amit plays

the role of a wealthy :
and arrogant college
trustee’s son, a negative
character that contrasts :
with his earlier roles. His :
performance in the film :
received praise from both :
critics and audiences : Co D) SHARMA
alike, proving his range :
¢ Everyyear1lJulyis celebrat-
: ed as World Population Day.
PUNJABI MULTISTAR- : The main objective of this
: day is to make people aware
¢ of the need for population
Amit is now all set to take :
another major leap in his :
career with an upcom- :
ing Punjabi multistarrer :
film, scheduled to begin :
shooting at foreign loca- :
tions in April next year. :
In this film, he will por- :
tray a young man caught :
in the dilemma between
arranged marriage and
love marriage—a relat- : Howdid World Population
able theme that blends hu- :
¢ On 11 July 1987, when the
boasts a stellar ensemble :
¢ theShbillion mark, the United
Ghuggi, Kavita Kaushik, :
B.N. Sharma, and Upas- :
ana Singh. Sharing the :
screen with such promi- :
nent Punjabi actors is a :
clear testament to Amit’s :
rising stature and cred- :
: formally recognized by the
: United Nations General As-
¢ sembly. Since then, this day
Despite all the fame and :
success, Amit remains :
humble and purpose- :
. paigns.
way to make a difference,” :
he says. “If even one per- :
son feels inspired by my :
work or starts thinking :
differently after watching :
my performance, then I :
: poverty, education, adoles-

From dreaming of:
donning an army uniform
to becoming a known :
face on the screen, :
Amit Talwar’s journey :
is a testament to hard :
work, patience, and the
power of staying true : by2037 India’s high growth
to one’s passion. He is a
shining example of how :
dreams can come true— :
without shortcuts—just :
with belief, talent, and :
: Censusisconducted every 10

and maturity as an actor.
NEXT BIG PROJECT:

RER FILM ON FOR-
EIGN LOCATIONS

mor with drama. The film

cast including Gurpreet

ibility in the film industry.
A PERFORMER WITH
A PURPOSE

driven. “For me, acting is a

feel I've done my job.”

perseverance.

: y
Y-

control and its social, eco-
nomic and environmental
effects. The ever-increasing
population has affected the
pace of development and
problems like unemploy-
ment, hunger, illiteracy are
increasing. In view of these
challenges, population con-
trol has now become not just
an option but an imperative.

Day start?
global population crossed

Nations expressed concern
about the increasing popu-
lation. Two years later, on
11 July 1989, this day was
celebrated for the first time
as ‘World Population Day’.
In December 1990, it was

is celebrated every year with
special programs, discus-
sions and awareness cam-

Population Awareness and
India’s Growing Numbers
Awareness programs world-
wide focus on population
control by discussing fam-
ily planning, gender equality,

cent health, and contracep-
tive methods. India has be-
come the most populous
country, surpassing China,
with the global population
exceeding 8.2 billion and
expected to reach 9 billion

rate, along with neighboring
Pakistan and Bangladesh,
significantly impacts the re-
gion’s population challenges.
Status of Census and Delay

years in India, but the 2021
census could not be con-
ducted due to the COVID-19
pandemic. This census is ex-
tremely important for policy
making and resource man-
agement. Without updated
data, policy making becomes
challenging.

Population Growth: A Seri-
ous Challenge-

The growing population has
created problems like traffic
jams, congestion, unemploy-
ment and excessive pres-
sure on resources in cities.
Experts believe that if this

pace continues, then by 2050
there may be a huge short-
age of resources and life on
earth may become extremely
difficult.

Major Causes and Effects of
Population Growth
Population growth is driven
by factors such as high birth
rates combined with decreas-
ing death rates, widespread
ignorance and illiteracy,
child marriage, superstitions,
the desire to have a son, and
inadequate health and fam-
ily planning services. This
rapid growth has several
adverse effects, including
indiscriminate cutting of
forests, climate change, ris-
ing unemployment, poverty
and hunger, increased pres-
sure on health services, and
the degradation of natural
resources, all of which pose

- Think about the growing

_population, make the future safe

R
o Yy

serious challenges to sustain-
able development.

Ten most populous coun-
tries in 2024

The ten most populous
countries in 2024 are led
by India, followed closely
by China. The United States
ranks third, with Indonesia
and Pakistan holding the
fourth and fifth positions,
respectively. Brazil is sixth,
while Nigeria comes in sev-
enth. Bangladesh and Russia
occupy the eighth and ninth
spots, and Mexico rounds
out the list at tenth place.

UI
‘

These countries collectively
represent a significant por-
tion of the world’s popula-
tion.

Time for resolution: For a
better tomorrow-

On this day in the year 2025,
let us take a resolution that
we will not only be alert for
population control ourselves,
but will also make the society
aware, It isimportant that we
imagine a world where ev-
eryone gets equal opportu-
nities, health services and a
clean environment.

“If we do not wake up now,
the future and the lives of
the next generation will be
in danger.”

On this World Population
Day, let us all move together
towards a strong, balanced
and prosperous future.

The author is a senior journalist
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BRITAIN'S €283 MN AID TO KIEVE

Unpacking
the post-
election
push,
strategic
timing,

and what it
means for
the warand
beyond

WHAT’S IN THE
DEAL?

The United
Kingdom’s newly an-
nounced €283 million assis-
tance package for Ukraine,
signed on July 10, 2025, re-
flects a multidimensional
effort combining military,
humanitarian, and infra-
structural aid. British offi-
cials have confirmed that a
significant portion will bol-
ster Ukraine’s depleted air de-
fense capabilities, including
procurement of anti-drone
and surface-to-air missile
systems to counter intensify-
ing Russian strikes on civilian

and energy infrastructure.
But thisisn’t just a weapons
shipment. Around €80 mil-
lion is reportedly earmarked
for humanitarian assistance,
particularly to support inter-
nally displaced Ukrainians
during the upcoming win-
ter. Reconstruction funds

Damaged buildings in the southern Ukrainian port city of Mariupol. Credit: Reuters

are also included—target-
ing war-damaged schools,
railways, and energy grids,
in collaboration with Ukrai-
nian local governments and
international partners like
the World Bank.

Crucially, this marks the
first major UK-Ukraine agree-
ment signed under Britain’s
new government—a symbolic
and strategic gesture that re-
iterates continuity in foreign
policy despite political change
at home.

The timing of the deal is as
important as its content. The
UK’s general election in early
July resulted in a Labour gov-
ernment led by Keir Starmer,
replacing the Conservative
administration of Rishi Su-
nak. While both parties have
largely supported Ukraine,
Starmer’s government sought
to signal early international
commitment to global allies—
especially NATO—just ahead
of the 2025 NATO summit in

Angela Rayner Deputy Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.
Credit: X post

Washington D.C. next week.
This comes amid increasing
war fatigue in parts of Europe
and the United States, where
funding debates have grown
polarized. For the UK, this
deal allows the Starmer ad-
ministration to reassert Brit-
ain’s global security posture,
especially post-Brexit, at a
time when European unity

over Ukraine remains vital
but fragile.

Tt also reflects growing con-
cern over Russia’s summer of-
fensive. Ukrainian positions
in the Donbas and Kharkiv
regions have come under
renewed assault, and British
intelligence has warned of an
uptick in long-range drone
and missile attacks designed

o ver the past
two weeks, tens
of thousands of
Afghan migrants have fled
or been forcibly deported
from Iran, as authori-
ties accelerate a sweeping
crackdown on undocu-
mented foreigners. Teh-
ran claims the move is
essential to preserve na-
tional security and allevi-
ate economic burdens, but
human rights observers
call it a politically charged
purge with dangerous hu-
manitarian consequences.

Iran’s Interior Minister
Ahmad Vahidi defended
the policy, stating, “Iran
cannot become a haven
for illegal entry. Our na-
tional economy and social
order must be protected.”
According to Iranian
state media, over 50,000
Afghans have been “vol-
untarily repatriated” or
expelled since late June,
though advocacy groups
say the number is far high-
er and the returns are far
from voluntary.

This crackdown coin-
cides with rising domestic
frustrations in Iran. In-
flation is soaring, youth
unemployment remains
high, and protests have
flared over water short-
ages and government re-
pression. Analysts suggest
the Afghan community—
long a scapegoat—is being

Afghan refugees arrive from Iran at the Islam Qala border
crossing between Afghanistan and Iran on July 5, 2025. AFP

targeted to deflect public
anger away from Tehran’s
internal failings.
GROUND REALITY

On the ground, reports
paint a harrowing picture.
Migrants describe arbi-
trary arrests, police raids,
and widespread harass-
ment in cities like Mash-
had, Zahedan, and Tehran.
Social media videos show
migrants being rounded
up en masse, while some
employers and landlords
have reportedly been
warned against sheltering
undocumented Afghans.

“We were living peace-
fully for years. Suddenly,
we are being hunted,” said
Rahmatullah, a 32-year-
old construction worker
who fled Iran with his wife
and infant son. Speaking
from Herat, he added, “I
left everything behind.
They didn’t even let us col-

lect our wages.”

The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) has urged
Iran to halt mass deporta-
tions, citing concerns over
“collective expulsions” and
“refoulement”—the forc-
ible return of refugees to
a country where they face
danger.

Iran, however, insists
it has shouldered a dis-
proportionate burden for
years. With over 4 million
Afghans (documented and
undocumented) residing
in the country, Iranian of-
ficials argue that interna-
tional support has been
insufficient, despite Iran
not being a signatory to the
1951 Refugee Convention.

BACK TO NOWHERE?
For many returnees, Af-

ghanistan offers little more

than fear and hunger. The

Silent exodus in Iran

Taliban regime remains
diplomatically isolated,
the economy is in collapse,
and humanitarian agen-
cies are stretched thin.
Food insecurity affects
half the population, and
female-headed house-
holds face acute risks due
to Taliban restrictions on
women’s movement and
work.

“Going back to Afghani-
stan is not a return—it’s
an exile into a void,” said
Mariam Atayi, an Afghan
women’s rights activist
now based in Islamabad.
“They’re being expelled
from one country and
abandoned by another.”

While Afghanistan’s de
facto authorities have an-
nounced “reception plans”
for returnees, these are
often poorly funded and
logistically inadequate.
Many refugees end up in
overcrowded camps or
return to conflict-scarred
villages with no liveli-
hoods.

As the exodus continues,
rights groups warn of a
regional crisis in slow mo-
tion. The deportations not
only strain Afghanistan’s
fragile recovery but also
destabilize border prov-
inces, increase trafficking
risks, and worsen tensions
between ethnic groups
and local administrations.

® TDG NETWORK

The aid reflects

UK concernover
Russia’s summer
offensive, with
intensified attacks
on Donbas and
Kharkiv. It's both a
tactical boost and a
symbolic signal to
Moscow and Kyiv.

UK PM Keir Starmer announced fresh package of military aid for Ukraine. Credit: X post

symbolic—a message to Mos-
cow and reassurance to Kyiv.

The bigger picture

The UK’s €283 million
package doesn’t stand in iso-
lation. It aligns with recent
G7 and EU pledges to chan-
nel frozen Russian assets into
Ukrainian reconstruction,
and echoes moves by the
United States, which passed

London is also keen to re-
assert its post-Brexit foreign
policy independence, while
still coordinating tightly
with EU and NATO frame-
works. The UK remains one
of Ukraine’s most reliable
backers in Europe, even out-
side the EU bloc. Continued
support strengthens Britain’s
soft power and rebuilds dip-

EXPLAINER

to erode civilian morale. UK
aid is thus both tactical and

a $60 hillion aid package for
Ukraine earlier this year.

lomatic capital lost after its
departure from the European

Union.

Longer-term, this package
fits into broader Western
plans for postwar Ukrainian
integration into European se-
curity and economic systems.
As discussions around even-
tual EU accession and NATO
guarantees for Ukraine ac-
celerate, Britain’s role as a
bridge between the US and
continental Europe remains
critical.

In a conflict now well into
its third year, and with no
diplomatic end in sight, Brit-
ain’s fresh aid package is not
just a financial transfer—it is
a strategic bet on Ukraine’s
survival and Europe’s long-
term security order.

© TDG NETWORK

Sun Valley: The billionaire summit that
shapes big tech, media, power negotiations

WHAT IS SUN

W vaLiev»

Every summer,
the small town of
Sun Valley, Idaho, trans-
forms into the epicenter
of elite power network-
ing. Since 1983, the Allen
& Company Sun Valley
Conference has brought
together the most power-
ful figures in technology,
media, and finance for
an off-the-record retreat
that looks deceptively ca-
sual—billionaires in vests
and sneakers strolling past
wildflower meadows. But
beneath the summer-
camp aesthetics lies some-
thing more serious: a Da-
vos-style gathering where
industry-shaping deals
are seeded, softened, or
sealed.

“It’s the one place where
CEOs drop their guards—
and pitch over Pinot Noir,”
said a former media ex-

Barry Diller, Chairperson of IAC, and fashion designer Diane

von Furstenberg. Reuters

ecutive who has attended
multiple times.

Run by the secretive
investment bank Allen
& Co., Sun Valley has be-
come a proving ground for
industry alignment, where
strategic marriages—me-
dia mergers, tech buy-
outs, and even leadership
successions—are quietly
nudged forward through
socializing rather than
spreadsheets.

PR s ey
The Sun Valley Lodge

P

is seen ahead of the Allen & Company

Sun Valley Conference. Getty Images

THE GUEST LIST

This year’s conference,
held from July 9-13, 2025,
includes an all-star cast:
Jeff Bezos, Tim Cook, Bob
Iger, Sheryl Sandberg,
Elon Musk, and OpenATI’s
Sam Altman. Also attend-
ing are Netflix co-CEO
Ted Sarandos, JPMorgan
Chase’s Jamie Dimon, and
YouTube CEO Neal Mo-
han.
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Notably absent is Meta
CEO Mark Zuckerberg,
who reportedly declined
this year due to ongoing
regulatory pressure and
scrutiny over his compa-
ny’s role in generative Al
misinformation. His ab-
sence has sparked chatter
over Meta’s increasingly
isolated posture in tech’s
geopolitical chessboard.

Sun Valley’s guest list
isn’t just about status—it’s

about signal. As one tech
journalist noted, “If you’re
not invited, you’re not in
the room where the next
five years are mapped out.”
The closed-door pan-
els and fireside chats are
strictly off-record. But
photo ops outside the
Sun Valley Lodge—where
executives in hiking gear
casually chat by the golf
course—offer subtle clues
about shifting alliances
and negotiation trails.
Deals in the mountains
Sun Valley has a history
of shaping major corporate
maneuvers, some of which
began as informal discus-
sions in Idaho’s cool sum-
mer air. In 1995, Disney’s
then-CEO Michael Eisner
launched merger talks
with Capital Cities/ABC at
the conference, culminat-
ing in a $19 billion deal.
More recently, Jeff Bezos
reportedly initiated Ama-

Tim Cook, CEO of Apple. Reuters

Bebind closed
doorsinldaho’s
mountains,
titans of
industry shape
fomorrow’s
headlines

zon’s acquisition of MGM
Studios during the 2019
edition.

This year, speculation
swirls around a possible
Disney-Apple streaming
alliance, murmurs of con-
solidation among mid-tier
Al startups, and renewed
interest from private eq-
uity in distressed media
assets.

“There’s always one night
when the deal gets real,”
said a veteran banker who
has attended for over a
decade. “It might be on a
gondola ride or during fly-
fishing, but it’s never in a
boardroom.”

While most details re-
main under wraps, the
Sun Valley effect is real:
companies return to Wall
Street with fresh direction,
surprising partnerships,
or newly groomed succes-
sors.

® TDG NETWORK
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44.7% PAKISTANIS UNDER POVERTY LINE, US, Japan, Philippines
WORLD BANK REVEALS ALARMING DATA

Extreme poverty in Pakistan triples, exposing systemic policy and data failure.

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD

akistan’s poverty
crisis continues to
spiral out of control,

with the World Bank’s
2025 assessment revealing
a shocking 44.7 per cent of
the population living below
the $4.20/day poverty line,
according to Geo News.

This alarming figure ex-
poses the failure of succes-
sive Pakistani governments
to effectively address the
rampant poverty afflicting
nearly half of the nation’s
citizens.

The report further high-
lights that extreme poverty,
defined by the World Bank’s
$3.00/day threshold, has
surged to 16.5 per cent from
a previously reported 4.9
per cent, demonstrating that
millions more Pakistanis
are sinking deeper into
destitution. Meanwhile, the
Multidimensional Poverty
Index (MPI) indicates that
over 30 per cent of Paki-
stan’s population suffers

Credit: X post

from severe deprivation in
health, education, and liv-
ing standards.

In stark contrast, neigh-
bouring countries like Chi-
na, Bangladesh, and Nepal
have managed to make
meaningful progress in pov-
erty alleviation through tar-
geted strategies, industrial
growth, and social reforms.

China has slashed its ex-
treme poverty rate below 1

per cent, and Bangladesh’s
microfinance and garment
sectors have propelled mil-
lions out of poverty despite
recent setbacks. Even Nepal
boasts a poverty rate be-
low 2.2 per cent.Pakistan’s
struggle is compounded by
bloated social welfare pro-
grams like the Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP), which, despite in-
creased funding, remain

US, Russia top diplomats meet again
over Ukraine at ASEAN summ1t

AGENCIES
KUALA LUMPUR

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and United
States Secretary of State
Marco Rubio met again on
the sidelines of the ASEAN
foreign ministers’ meeting
in Kuala Lumpur, with the
war in Ukraine at the centre
of discussions, according to
Al Jazeera citing Russia’s
state-run TASS agency.
The talks followed a
50-minute meeting between
the two top diplomats a day
earlier. While no details
have emerged from Fri-
day’s exchange, Rubio told
reporters after Thursday’s
talks that both sides had dis-
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cussed a possible “new and
different approach” to reviv-
ing peace efforts in Ukraine,
Al Jazeera reported.

“I wouldn’t characterise
it as something that guar-
antees peace,” Rubio said,
“but it’s a concept that I'll
take back to the president.”

Lavrov said on Friday

‘Afghan migrants face
surge in diseases WHO

AGENCIES

KABUL

The World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) has issued a
warning regarding the rising
spread of infectious diseases
among Afghan migrants de-
ported from neighbouring
nations amid poor sanitary
conditions, Khaama Press
reported. The WHO empha-
sised the need to enhance
medical resources and staff
capacity to address the in-

creasing health risks.

WHO has reported a rise
in respiratory infections,
skin conditions like scabies,
diarrhoea and suspected CO-
VID-19 cases among those
deported from neighbouring
nations. The ground assess-
ments carried out at key bor-
der points, especially Islam
Qalain Herat Province, reveal
that upper respiratory infec-
tions are the most common
diseases spread.

that he conveyed Moscow’s
stance on the conflict. “We
discussed Ukraine. We
confirmed the position that
President [Vladimir] Pu-
tin had outlined, including
in his July 3 conversation
with President [Donald]
Trump,” Lavrov told Rus-
sian media.

patchwork solutions unable
to break the cycle of poverty.
Overreliance on these hand-
outs without integrating ef-
fective poverty graduation
methods leaves millions
trapped in dependency.
While the Pakistan Poverty
Alleviation Fund (PPAF)
has made some strides, em-
powering women entrepre-
neurs and disbursing mil-
lions in interest-free loans,

its achievements remain iso-
lated successes amid a vast
sea of deprivation. The lack
of a comprehensive, updat-
ed poverty database cripples
targeted policymaking, leav-
ing millions invisible to the
state’s welfare mechanisms.
Experts argue that with-
out political will and insti-
tutional reform, Pakistan
will continue to lag behind
regional neighbours. Frag-
mented data systems, bu-
reaucratic inefficiencies,
and limited coordination
among aid agencies un-
dermine any meaningful
progress. Geo News further
reported that to reverse
these devastating trends,
Pakistan must adopt data-
driven policies inspired
by global best practices,
strengthen public-private
partnerships, and scale up
community-driven poverty
graduation models. With-
out bold reforms, the na-
tion risks remaining a pov-
erty hotspot in South Asia,
perpetually failing its most
vulnerable citizens.

unite against China’s
maritime bullymg

AGENCIES
TOKYO

In a rebuke of Beijing’s in-
creasingly aggressive mari-
time posture, the foreign
ministers of Japan, the Unit-
ed States, and the Philippines
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to freedom of naviga-
tion during a trilateral meet-
ing on July 10.

The gathering, held on the
sidelines of ASEAN-related
meetings in Kuala Lumpur,
marks the first such high-
level ministerial dialogue
since US President Donald
Trump returned to office in
January, The Straits Times
reported. Japanese Foreign
Minister Takeshi Iwaya, US
Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio, and Philippine Secretary
of Foreign Affairs Maria
Theresa Lazaro voiced firm
opposition to any unilateral
attempts to change the status
quo “by force or coercion,” a
pointed message directed
at China’s belligerent ac-
tions in the East and South
China seas. According to the

GOP senators alarmed by Hegseth’s
Ukraine aid freeze, seek probe

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

Republican senators have
voiced serious concerns
following reports that US
Secretary of Defense Pete
Hegseth froze weapons
shipments to Ukraine with-
out prior approval from US
President Donald Trump,
raising questions about co-
ordination between the Pen-
tagon and the White House,
The Hill reported.

Senate Republicans say
the freeze may have resulted
from “miscommunication”
between Trump and Hegs-
eth. A senior Senate Repub-
lican aide called it “a clear
goof-up on a lot of levels,”

accorchng to The Hill.

Some GOP sources on
Capitol Hill warned that if
Hegseth or his senior team
acted to deliberately bypass
the president, it would pres-
ent a significant issue. Senate
Republicans are “alarmed”
by reports that Hegseth may
have paused shipments mul-
tiple times without inform-

ing lawmakers and are now
demanding to know who at
the Pentagon was involved.

“That’s a problem,” said
one GOP senator who re-
quested anonymity. “To hear
there may have been other
pauses or this pause went on
longer than any of us know,
to me that’s alarming,” the
senator added.

UN warns Tahban s new media pohcy fuels fear

AGENCIES

KABUL

The United Nations has
raised serious concerns
over a new media direc-
tive issued by the Taliban,
warning that the policy
will intensify fear and
self-censorship among
Afghan journalists.
In a statement issued on
Thursday, the United Na-
tions Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan (UNAMA)
said the move will tighten
control over press free-

dom and formalise pre-
vious restrictive actions,
Khaama Press reported.
The directive mandates
that all political programs
and participants must

receive prior approval
from the Taliban’s Min-
istry of Information and
Culture before broadcast.
According to Khaama
Press, the four-page docu-

ment titled “Policy for
Holding Political Programs
(Roundtables) in Afghani-
stan” requires media out-
lets to submit content to
the ministry ahead of time
and mandates ID cards for
all program participants.
UNAMA stated that the
new rules “increase fear
and self-censorship among
Afghanistan media outlets”
and warned that the direc-
tive “further erodes press
freedom in the country,”
Khaama Press reported.

On July 10, FM IWAYA, who is visiting Malaysia, held a Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting with the Honorable Marco Rubio, US
Secretary of State and the Honorable Maria Theresa Lazaro,
Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Philippines.

Japanese Foreign Ministry,
the ministers emphasised
strengthening trilateral co-
operation to deter further
Chinese aggression in the
region. The backdrop to this
renewed alliance is China’s
long-standing pattern of
illegal and provocative ac-
tions in the South China
Sea, where it has militarised
artificial islands, harassed
foreign vessels, and ignored
international rulings against
its territorial claims. The
Philippines, in particular,
has faced repeated incur-

sions by Chinese vessels into
its exclusive economic zone.
At the same time, Japan has
been forced to respond to
Chinese ships encroaching
near the Senkaku Islands in
the East China Sea. As The
Straits Times reported, the
trilateral also highlighted
recent progress in maritime
cooperation, including joint
coast guard exercises held in
June off Japan’s Kagoshima
Prefecture, a signal of grow-
ing preparedness to counter
Chinese maritime assertive-
ness.

‘We're going to defeat these
monsters’: Netanyahu
amid Gaza truce talks

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has ex-
pressed hope that a hostage
release deal with Hamas may
be concluded in the coming
days, adding that the poten-
tial agreement could trigger
a 60-day ceasefire during
which Israel and Hamas
might negotiate an end to
the conflict, according to The
Times of Israel.

“We think we can bring it
to completion,” said Netan-
yahu. “So I wouldn'’t tell you
that we have a war goal that
is unachievable. We're going
to defeat these monsters and
get our hostages back.”

“I hope we can complete it
in a few days,” he told News-
max’s Greta Van Susteren in
an interview before flying
back to Israel while indirect
talks continued in Qatar amid
signs of deadlock.

“We’ll probably have a 60-
day ceasefire. Get the first
batch out and then use the 60
days to try to negotiate an end
to this,” he said on the last day
of a four-day visit in which
he met US President Don-
ald Trump twice. “And this
could end tomorrow, today,
if Hamas lays down its arms.”

Netanyahu granted three in-

terviews to US media during
his trip, but no interviews to
the Israeli press.

Amid reports that the
Trump administration does
not intend to allow Israel to
resume fighting in Gaza after
a potential ceasefire, Netan-
yahu promised earlier Thurs-
day that Israel would return
to war if Hamas does not give
in. “We were told, “You will
not return to war,” after the
first ceasefire, and we did
return,” said Netanyahu in
a video statement. “We were
told “You will not resume your
fight,” after the second cease-
fire, and we did. Now they’re
saying “You will not continue
fighting’ after the third cease-
fire. Do I need to say more?”

After Hamas invaded Is-
rael on October 7, 2023, and
Jerusalem declared war on
the terrorist organization,
the sides agreed to ceasefires
in November 2023 and Janu-
ary 2025.Two sources told on
Wednesday that the Trump
administration has assured
mediators that it does not
intend to allow Jerusalem to
go back to fighting against
Hamas in Gaza following a
60-day ceasefire, even if this
is not explicitly included in
the text of the deal being ne-
gotiated in Washington and
Qatar.

INDIA REGISTERS HUGE DIPLOMATIC VICTORY AT BRICS; TRUCE TALKS BETWEEN ISRAEL, HAMAS FAIL

This week, Indian PM’s five-
nation tour significantly
enhanced India’s relation-
ships within the Global
South, yielding important
advancements in the areas
of critical minerals, defence,
digital payments, trade and
investment; and people-to-
people connect. This visit
resulted in substantial bi-
lateral agreements with the
five nations and marked the
first international adoption
of UPL. It also included the
awarding of four prestigious
civilian honors to Indian PM.
Notably, this was his longest
trip since assuming office in
2014, encompassing Ghana,
Trinidad and Tobago, Ar-
gentina, Brazil, and Namibia,
and featured participation
in the 17th BRICS Summit
held in Rio de Janeiro. India
secured vital bilateral agree-
ments, strengthened its
development partnerships,

and broadened its digital
public infrastructure pres-
ence internationally. India
also clearly called for the
essential reforms in interna-
tional organizations from the
BRICS platform, garnering
significant backing from the
member countries.

PM Modi participated in
the BRICS summit hosted
by Brazil, which was the key
purpose of this visit. BRICS
added Indonesia as the new
member extending its reach
to southeast Asia. It should
be noted that India is going to
host the next BRICS summit.
Atthe BRICS Summit in Bra-
zil, India focused on reforms
in global governance, respon-
sible AI, food and energy
security and counter-terror
cooperation. India success-
fully lobbied for the inclusion
of the Pahalgam terror attack
condemnation in the final
declaration, which is consid-
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ered as a diplomatic win of
India. It was relieving to see
Lula condemning the bru-
tal Pahalgam terror attack
and also echoed PM Modi’s
message of not sparing ter-
rorism at any cost. PM Modi
also went to Brasilia where
he received an overwhelm-
ing welcome and had bilat-
eral talks with the Brazilian
President. Bilateral talks
with Lula da Silva included
agreements on renewable
energy, agriculture research,
digital solutions, intellectual
property and cross-border
security. India and Brazil also
agreed to set up a ministerial
mechanism to monitor trade
and investment, reaffirming

the strategic partnership.

In an era where partner-
ships and international or-
ganizations such as the UN
appear to be struggling in
their contributions to global
objectives, India has forged
a path for a novel form of
diplomacy. Unlike China,
which entices developing
and underdeveloped nations
with promises of aid only to
later seize their strategic lo-
cations, or the US, which is
accused by many of intimi-
dating Global South nations,
India advocates for a devel-
opmental politics that fosters
win-win partnerships. Fur-
thermore, India instils hope
during these times marked

by two ongoing wars, dem-
onstrating that conflicts can
be resolved through diplo-
matic dialogue. Nations can
also exchange their success
stories regarding the achieve-
ment of targets related to
climate change mitigation,
digitalization, sustainable
development, infrastructure
development, and more. For
instance, India has effectively
utilized its digitalization nar-
rative as a form of digital di-
plomacy, which has gained
global traction through the
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI). Additionally, India has
fostered people-to-people
connections and explored
new markets for its pharma-
ceutical, fintech, defence, and
agricultural technology com-
panies and services. More-
over, India has significantly
bolstered its support in the
fight against terrorism, and
the civilian honors received

by the Indian PM have en-
hanced India’s brand image.
In summary, it can be con-
cluded that this visit by the
Indian Prime Minister has
added significant value to
Indian foreign policy across
multiple dimensions.

While India celebrated
remarkable diplomatic suc-
cesses at the BRICS summit
and during the visits to five
nations by the Indian PM, it
was disheartening to witness
the failure of truce negotia-
tions in Doha between Israel
and Hamas aimed at pausing
the ongoing Israel-Hamas
conflict.

Despite the recent dis-
cussions between Trump
and Netanyahu, along with
Trump’s assertion that the
war would soon come to an
end, the initial talks between
Hamas and Israel in Doha
did not yield a favorable
result. Earlier this week,

Trump had expressed op-
timism that an agreement
could be reached shortly, ex-
plaining the reporters about
how negotiation talks are
going well and that Hamas
is eager for a ceasefire. How-
ever, the discussions between
the two parties concluded
without any announcement
of a truce. Communications
and clarifications were ex-
changed through Qatari and
Egyptian mediators, yet no
significant progress was
made. Hamas indicated that
it had responded positively to
the latest ceasefire proposal;
Israel also issued a similar
statement, but it is evident
that substantial gaps remain
between the two sides that
must be addressed for any
agreement to be finalized.
Israeli PM Benjamin Netan-
yahu expressed his desire for
adeal, “but not at any price.”
On the other hand, Hamas

described the ongoing nego-
tiations as hard due to Israel’'s
stubbornness. Essentially,
both parties hold differing
perspectives on issues such
as UN aid distribution, mili-
tary de-escalation, and the
release of war prisoners.

On one hand, when the
multilateral initiatives led
by Western-dominated or-
ganizations fail to resolve
conflicts, India has dem-
onstrated to the world how
these platforms can be en-
hanced by incorporating new
members and implementing
essential reforms.

However, at this moment,
there appears to be a state of
flux in global politics. We can
only hope that the conflicts
donot escalate further if they
cannot be halted at this time.
It may seem idealistic, but the
wars of today will ultimately
conclude only at the diplo-
matic table.
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ctor Dhanush has
started the shoot-
ing of his movie

tentatively titled ‘D54’ on
Friday. It is helmed by ‘Por
Thionzhil’ director Vignesh
Raja. The makers of ‘D54
shared pictures from the
pooja ceremony of the film,
which was attended by the
lead cast, director, and the
movie’s crew. The ‘Asuran’
director Vetrimaaran also
attended the event.

Taking to their Instagram
handle, Vels Film Interna-
tional (official production
banner of film) shared a
series of snaps from the
pooja ceremony, which also
included a clapboard with
‘Pooja’ inscribed on it.

Dhanush, producer Dr
Ishari K Ganesh, and di-
rector Vignesh Raja posed
with the D54 poster for the

AGENCIES

MUMBAI

The trailer of Siddhant
Chaturvedi and Triptii
Dimri-starrer ‘Dhadak 2’
was unveiled on Friday
morning.

Helmed by Shazia Igbal,
‘Dhadak 2’ explores love
and challenges social
norms. The film follows
Siddhant’s character as
he navigates a love story
that breaks through soci-
etal expectations and class
barriers.

In the trailer, Sidhhant
and Tripti can be seen
fighting for their love and
life in a promising film,
which tackle cast discrim-
ination. It also highlights

DHANUSH BEGINS ‘D54’

pictures at the pooja cer-
emony. While sharing the
photos, the makers wrote,
“The much-awaited jour-
ney starts off. #D54 starring
@dhanushkraja - Shoot
begins today with a pooja.
Produced by @dr.isharik.
ganesh @VelsFilmIntl. A
film by @vignesh_raja.”

the themes of identity,
power dynamics, and the
painful emotional cost of
love.

Siddhant and Triptii's in-
tense performances as lov-
ers caught eyeballs. Fans
have been raving about

The music of the film
will be composed by GV
Prakash Kumar. Dhanush
has recently wrapped up
the shooting of ‘Raan-
jhanaa’s spiritual sequel
‘Tere Isk Mein’, which is
directed by Aanand L Rai
and stars Kriti Sanon in
the lead role along with

Siddhant, Triptii Shine as lovers in ‘Dhada

their chemistry ever since
the trailer was launched.

“They look good togeth-
er,” a social media user
commented.

“Wow...can’t wait for
the movie,” another one
wrote.

Ajay Devgn cons gangster in
'Son of Sardaar 2' trailer

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Actor Ajay Devgn’s highly an-
ticipated film ‘Son Of Sardaar
2 traileris finally out, offering
viewers anostalgic experience
with comedy similar to its
blockbuster precquel in 2012.

Directed by Vijay Kumar
Arora, the ‘Son of Sardaar 2’
also stars Ravi Kishan, San-
jay Mishra, Mrunal Thakur,
Neeru Bajwa, Chunky Pan-
day, Kubbra Sait, Deepak
Dobriyal, Vindu Dara Singh,
Roshni Walia, Sharat Saxe-
na, Sahil Mehta and the late
Mukul Dev. The two-minute
and fifty-second trailer begins
with some popular scenes
from its prequels, showcas-
ing the troubles Ajay Devgn
went through in a Punjabi
village due to bad relations
between his ancestors.

This time, Ajay Devgn has
gone to Scotland and lands
in another trouble when he,
along with his love partner
Mrunal Thakur, decides to
help Roshni Walia by becom-
ing her Sikh parents to tie her
wedding knot with the love

N
of her life.

However, the problems
arose after Ajay-Mrunal
met the boy’s father, who
is a Sardaar with uncount-
able guns at his disposal,
accompanied by dozens of
bodyguards, as per the trailer.

The trailer features hilari-
ous conversations between
Ravi Kishan (Boy’s father)
and Ajay Devgn. Mrunal
has mastered the accent of a
Punjabi girl in the movie as
she portrays herselfas a Desi
Girl of India in Scotland.

Vindu Dara Singh packs
good one-linersin the trailer,
while the late actor Mukul
Dev’s character in the film
becomes anostalgic one when
Ravi Kishan taunts him for
speaking good English. The

“OFFICIAL

TRAILER
actor’s character hilarious
comedy punches in the pre-
quel was majorly due to his
lack of understanding the
English language.

While sharing the trailer,
Ajay wrote, “Action! Emo-
tions! Confusion kabhandaar.
JASSIisback, auriss baarsab
kuch double hai!”

‘Son of Sardar 2’ is produced
by Ajay Devgn and Jyoti Desh-
pande. It will be released on
July 25,2025.

The first instalment of ‘Son
of Sardaar’ was directed by
Ashwani Dhir. It featured
Devgn alongside Sonakshi
Sinha and tells the story of
Jassi, a man who returns to
his ancestral village in Punjab
and becomes embroiled in a
family feud.
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‘Asuran’ actor.

The film is written by long-
time collaborator Himanshu
Sharma and features music
by AR Rahman with lyrics
by Irshad Kamil. ‘“Tere Ishk
Mein’ is produced under the
banners of Gulshan Kumar,
T-Series, and Colour Yellow
Productions.

k 2" trailer

Elated to be a part of
the script, Triptii shared,
“When I started my act-
ing career, I had wished to
be a part of certain kinds
of films, and T have been a
part of those films. Dha-
dak 2 is not a usual story,
in fact, it is special beyond
measure. It was quite chal-
lenging to play the part. I
have always desired to
play such kind of charac-
ters that could challenge
me as an actor, so the thrill
of acting continues. And
I feel that was justified in
Dhadak 2. We are quite
proud of this film, and the
audiences will realize this
once they watch it in the-
atres.”

-
BRAIN PICKING

Itis important to move on from the laurels of the past.
| can't let success go to my head.
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Shraddha Kapobr poses for her social media. (Instagram)

Anupam, Boman attend "Tanvi The
Great' screening with President

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Legendary actor Anupam
Kher and Boman Irani ar-
rived at Rastrapati Bhavan
in Delhi to attend the spe-
cial screening of “Tanvi The
Great’ with President Drou-
padi Murmu on Friday.
The screening is organ-
ised for President Murmu
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
Cultural Centre ahead of
the film’s official release.
Kher and Irani looked stun-
ning as they arrived for the
screening. “Tanvi The Great’

actor opted for a black suit
while Boman chose to wear
a brown suit.

Shubhangi, who plays the
title role of Tanvi, and Karan
Tacker also arrived in style
for the special occasion.

The screening is a sig-
nificant moment for the
film’s team, especially
actor and producer Anu-
pam Kher, who has de-
scribed the film as being
close to his heart.

‘I shouldn’t have said anything’: Tamra breaks down over backlash

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

‘The Real Housewives of Or-
ange County’ fame Tamra
Judge discussed her mental
health-related issues and
also opened up about the
controversy over her past
claims that she had Autism,
reported People.

On the season 19 premiere
of The Real Housewives
of Orange County, Tamra
had a conversation with her

GV
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therapist about the emo-
tional challenges she was
facing. She shared that she
had “been crying since last
week’s session.”

“I realized that you have
to dig up those things that
are buried deep inside of
you, because those are the
things that come out when
you get angry,” she said,
noting she has spent her
past four months in therapy
“just talking about stuff that
I don’t want to talk about,”
reported People.

Tamra also noted that she
was struggling to deal with
her trauma.

REVIEW: JURASSIC WORLD: REBIRTH ****+

JURASSIC WORLD: REBIRTH

PRAVEEN NAGDA

Dinosaurs have always in-
trigued us in many ways, and
the cinematiclegacy that'sbeen
created by the Jurassic Park
franchise is certainly unfor-
gettable. Having said this, I
have always maintained that

the quality of movie experience
with the original edition of any
franchisefarexceedsitssequels.
In the sequels, while the story
is explored with new angles,
ideas, visuals, characters, and
myriad ways, they oftenlack the
same punch, thesameawe, the
sameimpact, and the cinematic
experience when compared to
the original one.

Jurassic World: Rebirth also
falls in the same category, and
those who have followed this
franchise over the past three
decades would agree with-
out a doubt after watching
the film. While the latest se-
quel introduces a few fresh

angles, it builds upon excel-
lent graphics and captivating
natural environments, but it
islaced with many scenes that
are strikingly similar to the
prior editions.

A dinosaur in its most mon-
strous form chasing the boat
instead of car, grabbing a char-
acter and chewing it up atro-
ciously this time from some
otherlocation and not thetoilet
seat, scary visual of the hand
chopped up this time holding
up a cryo-box preserving the
blood samples, and the beast
chasing the humans inside the
lab, people hiding behind the
shelf, and the distracting the
monster with red light etc.,
everything reminds you of
the earlier editions.

Scarlett Johansson as Zora

— MANOJ BAJPAYEE

\ (Indian Actor)
Bennett, Jonathan BaileyasDr.  this family that also lands on
Henry Loomis, LunaBlaiseas  the same island after being
TeresaDelgado,MahershalaAli  separated from an aquatic
asDuncanKincaid,andRupert  dinosaur attack.
Friend as Martin While there isalot of action

Krebs are on a mission to
procure the blood samples
of select species of the living
dinosaurs, inasecluded equa-
torial tropical environment,
which is legally banned for
humans to visit. All this to
create a drug to address car-
diovascular diseasein human
beings. They end up meeting
afamily stranded on high seas
onanoverturned sailing boat,
hearing the Mayday call. Ed
Skrein as Bobby Atwater, Da-
vid Iacono as Xavier

Dobbs, Philippine Velge as
Nina, and Audrina Miranda
as Isabella Delgado make up

and thrill, adrenaline-pump-
ing sequences in the fast- mov-
ing second half of the film, the
first half of the film is pretty
dull, slow-moving, and alot of
blue sea to watch. Johansson
as Zoraremains energeticand
active throughout the film,
and Audrina as little child
Isabella makes a cute little
grass-eating dinosaur her
friend. There are genetically
mutated, deadly dinosaurs,
a lot of jungles, deep gorges,
lofty cliffs, and tall trees,
along with encounters with
the dinosaurs of different
kind instilling fear and awe,

but most of the timesina very
predictable manner.

Based on characters created
by Michael Crichton, written
by David Koepp, and directed
by Michael Crichton, Jurassic
World: Rebirth will hold you
inyour seat in the second half
of the film, where the music
and sound connect well with
the scenes and remind you of
the previous editions.

The storyline is very basic
and lacks novelty, but visuals
and graphics are outstanding,
and almost all actors deliver
highly relevant performances,
making the film a good watch,
especially for franchise fans
and children.

Praveen Nagda is Festival Di-
rector of KidzCINEMA and
CultureCinema Film Festivals
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DEALING WITH MOOD SWINGS AND ANXIETY
DURING PREGNANCY

DR. YUVAKSHI JUNEJA

regnancy is a pro-
found journey that
brings with it a wide

range of physical, emotional,
and psychological changes.
While it can be a time of great
joy and anticipation, many
women also experience
mood swings and anxiety
that can feel overwhelming,.
These emotional fluctua-
tions are largely driven by
hormonal changes, such as
the rise and fall of estrogen
and progesterone, which
influence neurotransmit-
ters in the brain responsible
for regulating mood. At the
same time, external stressors
like concerns about labor,
changes in body image, rela-
tionship dynamics, or finan-
cial stability can compound
these emotional shifts. Un-
derstanding how to cope
with these mood swings and
anxiety is crucial not only for
the well-being of the mother
butalsofor the healthy devel-
opment of the baby.

First and foremost, it’s
important for pregnant
women to recognize that
mood swings and anxiety
are common and not a sign
of weakness or inadequacy.
Accepting these feelings as
anormal part of pregnancy

can reduce self-judgment
and encourage a more com-
passionate internal dialogue.
Talking openly with a part-
ner, friend, or healthcare
provider about one’s feelings
can also help to process and
alleviate emotional stress.
Emotional support is a pow-
erful buffer against anxiety,
and even a short conversa-
tion can sometimes ease a
heavy mental load.

One of the most effective
tools for managing mood
swings and anxiety during
pregnancy is establishing a
consistent self-care routine.
Regular physical activity,
such as walking, prenatal
yoga, or swimming, can
boost endorphins, natural
mood enhancers and im-
prove sleep, which often
becomes disrupted during
pregnancy. Balanced nutri-
tion is equally important;
fluctuating blood sugar lev-
els can affect mood, so eating
small, frequent meals rich
in complex carbohydrates,
protein, and healthy fats
can help maintain emotional
equilibrium. Adequate hy-
dration and sleep hygiene
are also critical factors in
emotional regulation.

Mindfulness practices like
meditation, deep-breathing
exercises, and guided visu-
alization can be especially

1
Balanced nutrition is equally important; fluctuating blood sugar levels can
affect mood, so eating small, frequent meals rich in complex carbobydrates,
| protein, and bealthy fats can belp maintain emotional equilibrium. |

helpful for calming anxious
thoughts. Even spending
a few minutes a day prac-
ticing mindfulness can re-
center the mind and reduce
the intensity of mood swings.
Journaling is another power-
ful technique, allowing preg-
nant women to express and
examine their feelings in a

safe, nonjudgmental space.
Writing about fears, hopes,
or daily experiences can
provide clarity and a sense
of control amidst the uncer-
tainty that often accompanies
pregnancy.

Insome cases, anxiety dur-
ing pregnancy may escalate
to the point where profes-

sional intervention is nec-
essary. Persistent sadness,
panic attacks, inability to
concentrate, or withdrawal
from socialinteractions may
be signs of prenatal depres-
sion or an anxiety disorder.
These are medical condi-
tions, not character flaws,
and can be effectively treated

with therapy, medication, or
acombination of both under
the guidance of a health-
care provider. Cognitive-
behavioral therapy (CBT),
in particular, has shown
great promise in helping
expectant mothers reframe
negative thought patterns
and develop healthier cop-

ing mechanisms.

Support groups, either in-
person or online, can also
play a critical role. Connect-
ing with other expectant
mothers who are experienc-
ing similar challenges can
provide comfort, validation,
and practical advice. These
groups can become a source
of strength, helping women
feel less isolated and more
empowered. Partners and
family members should be
educated about the emotional
changes that occur during
pregnancy so they can offer
informed support and recog-
nize when professional help
might be needed.

Ultimately, dealing with
mood swings and anxiety
during pregnancy requires
amultifaceted approach that
includes physical self-care,
emotional expression, men-
tal wellness practices, and
when needed, professional
help. By cultivating aware-
ness and seeking support,
pregnant women can better
navigate the emotional tur-
bulence of this life-changing
period. Doing so not only
enhances their own well-
being but also lays a strong
foundation for a healthy and
nurturing environment for
their baby.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, mood swings
and anxiety during pregnan-
cy are common experiences
that stem from a combina-
tion of hormonal changes,
emotional challenges, and
life transitions. While these
feelings can be unsettling,
they are a natural part of
the journey to motherhood.
By adopting healthy coping
strategies such as regular
physical activity, balanced
nutrition, mindfulness prac-
tices, and emotional support,
expectant mothers can sig-
nificantly improve their
mental well-being. Open
communication with loved
ones and healthcare provid-
ers also plays a crucial role
in identifying when addi-
tional help is needed. Most
importantly, recognizing
that seeking support is a
sign of strength not weak-
ness can empower women
to take charge of their men-
tal health during pregnancy.
Prioritizing emotional care
not only supports a healthier
pregnancy but also fostersa
more positive transition into
motherhood, benefiting both
mother and child in the long
team.

Dr. Yuvakshi Funeja (Senior
Consultant Obstetrics & Gyne-
cology) Apollo Cradle & Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Chirag Enclave,
Delhi

Emotional intelligence in the
boardroom: The hidden strength

behind executive presence

TDG NETWORK

How do women executives le-
verage emotional intelligence
to establish relationships, drive
decisions, and foster collabora-
tion?

Solid self-knowledge, em-
pathy, and social sensitiv-
ity, emotional intelligence’s
pillars are often shown
by women leaders. They
are able to form genuine,
trusting relationships with
constituencies, teams, and
colleagues due to them.
Emotional intelligence
makes individuals adept at
reading people, adjusting
their communication style,
and remaining alert to un-
derlying dynamics in high-
pressure environments
such as boardrooms.

This allows them to fa-

cilitate open, inclusive
communication, heal rifts
between opposing posi-
tions, and diffuse tensions.
Emotionally intelligent
women leaders can balance
emotional awareness with
rational analysis in strate-
gic decision-making, pro-
ducing solutions that are
both technically solid and
respectful of others. Their
empathetic listening and
subtle response style cre-
ates collaborative climates in
which diverse perspectives
are respected and heard.
Given the long-documented
advantages of emotional intel-
ligence for leadership, why is
it underutilized in corporate
boardrooms?
Emotional intelligence
(EI) is under-valued in
conventional commercial
organisations, even after
decades of study and prac-
tical outcome. This is partly
because of old beliefs which
link good leadership with
qualities that are more easy
to measure and reward, like
being assertive, competitive,
and commanding-and-con-
trolling behaviour.

Samira Gupta, Founder, CoachSamiraGupta.com

Emotionalintelligence (EI) is under-

valued in conventional commercial

organisations, even after decades

I of study and practical outcome. I

Conversely, emotional in-
telligence, though crucial,
is more difficult to quantify
and, therefore, appears tobe
subjective. Consequently,
characteristics such as em-
pathy, vulnerability, and re-
flective consideration have
not always been actively
encouraged or developed,
particularly within indus-
tries traditionally linked
with men. Fortunately, this
is now shifting, especially
as globalized corporations
come to understand the
long-term payoff of emo-
tionally intelligent leader-
ship in the areas of creativ-

ity, culture, and employee
retention.

Which of the competencies of
emotional intelligence are most
valuable for distinguishing
bighly successful female lead-
ers from others?

Out of the numerous skills
in EI, empathy and self-reg-
ulation are most effective.
Empathic leaders are more
capable of comprehending
multiple viewpoints, build-
ing inclusion, and develop-
ing emotionally secure spac-
es. Self-regulation allows
leaders to stay calm while
under pressure, navigate
conflict elegantly, and make

stead of impulsive ones.
These abilities combined
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: Blending timeless design
value-driven decisions in- :
¢ ship, Amalfa redefines
¢ jewellery as a medium of
with social sensitivity and :
genuine communication, :
enable women to approach :
and resolve intricate lead-
ership issues with strength :
as well as feeling. These :
are some similar themes :
: 1. How have your different

with conscious craftsman-

identity and empowerment.
Founded by Neha and Ishi-
ta, the brand reflects a mod-
ern, mindful aesthetic that
speaks to women who lead
with strength, style, and in-
tention.

backgrounds shaped Amalfa’s
design and vision?

» At Amalfa, our design and
vision are shaped by the
unique strengths that each
of us brings to the brand. I,
Neha, have a deep passion

sibilities, honed through my
education in fashion design
and years of professional
experience in creative di-

This foundation allows us to
create jewellery that is time-
less, elegant, and thought-
fully crafted.

« Ishita complements this
with her expertise in tech-
nology and digital market-
ing, bringing fresh and in-
novative ways to connect
with our customers. She
ensures that our jewellery

trend but is as powerful a
form of personal identity
and self-expression. To-
gether, we blend design
excellence with meaningful
storytelling, crafting pieces
that celebrate individual-
ity and empower women
to wear their strength and

« At Amalfa, jewellery
should be more than just an
adornment. It is a statement
of who you are.

ment” mean to you at Amalfa?
« To us at Amalfa, “con-
scious adornment” is about
more than just wearing
jewellery. It is about choos-

you and reflects who you
truly are. We believe jew-

Designing jewellery with
purpose and power

i TDG NETWORK

Ishita Ajmani, Co-founderAmalfa

and thoughtfully designed
so they’re not only beautiful
but also responsible choices
for your well-being.

» Conscious adornment
means wearing jewel-
lery that holds meaning,
celebrates boldness, and
complements your authen-
tic self. Each Amalfa piece
is created to resonate with
the alpha spirit in every
wearer, blending timeless
elegance with modern in-
novation. Sustainability is
another important aspect
of this philosophy. Our fo-
cus on durable, allergy-safe
metals and timeless designs
reduces waste and encour-
ages mindful consumption.
More and more buyers to-
day want jewellery that not
only looks good but also
aligns with their values of
ethical craftsmanship and
environmental responsibil-
ity. According to a McKin-
sey report, 66% of jewellery

consumers now prioritis-
esustainability, seeking out
brands that use recycled
metals and responsibly
sourced gemstones.

« At Amalfa, conscious
adornment is a celebration
of identity, a statement of
purpose, and a commit-
ment to craftsmanship that
honours both the wearer
and the world around her.
3. What challenges have you
faced as women founders in
this space?

» We’re very aware that
women entrepreneurs of-
ten face unique challenges
in business, and we deeply
respect the journeys many
have navigated. We haven’t
encountered significant
obstacles that have held us
back. As empowered wom-
en ourselves, we are con-
fidently charting our path
and building a brand that
genuinely represents mod-
ern, alpha women - strong,

Neha Sethi Walia, Co-founder, Amalfa

independent, and unapolo-
getically bold.

« Amalfa reflects who we
are and the community we
serve. Our vision is to create
jewellery for women who
lead with confidence and
purpose, and we’re proud
to embody those values ev-
ery day. While challenges
exist in the broader land-
scape, we choose to focus on
empowerment, innovation,
and creating opportunities
rather than limitations.

4. How do you balance sto-
rytelling and strategy while
building the brand?

» We don’t see storytelling
and strategy as opposing
forces. Infact, we believe
they’re two sides of the
same coin, both essential to
building a brand that truly
resonates. For us, effective,
authentic storytelling is our
strategy.

« We create for the mod-
ern Indian alpha woman:
bold, empowered, and
confident. Our jewellery
embodies sustainability,
durability, and a fearless
spirit. This philosophy is
more than just a narrative;
it’s the foundation of every-
thing we do, guiding our
outreach, marketing, and
product design. By stay-
ing true to this story, we
build meaningful connec-
tions that drive our brand
forward with purpose and
impact.
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SPIRITUAL ANCHORS FOR STABILITY IN A CHANGING WORLD

CHARLIE HOGG

lenging world of social

upheaval, economic
transitions, and an ever-
faster pace of life, is it pos-
sible to remain stable? I
think it is. As Ilook around,
I come to three conclusions.
Firstly, there is no turning
back, no matter how often
we wish there was a way to
goback to ‘the good old days’
- that is not going to happen;
we have to navigate our way
through the here and now.
Secondly, we need a new ap-
proach to the world. Unless
I have a new approach, then
all of the things that are hap-
pening globally, locally, and
within my own family circle,
are going to impact on my
well-being. The most impor-
tant realisation we can have,
istounderstand that despite

In this increasingly chal-

the fact that we are all trying
to mentally control what is
happening in the world, we
cannot. We may be able to
influence things in a small
way, but the only thing I do
have control over is my re-
action to what is happening.
Spirituality is when I start to
take responsibility for my-
self, my thoughts, reactions,
and behaviour.

The third conclusion is -
we need a new wisdom. In-
tellectual wisdom is needed
to understand the world, to
develop a career, to provide
for my family, but when I
feel anxious and the dark-
ness seeps into my being, in-
tellectual capacity does not
help very much. Emotional
wisdom may be the founda-
tion of building rich, loving,
sustainable relationships,
but what happens when
I am rejected or someone
does not like or value me -
do I have resources to deal
with that?

What we really need to
explore is spiritual wisdom;
the wisdom that is innate
in every single one of us. If
emotional intelligence helps
us build rich, loving, sus-
tainable relationships with
others, then spiritual intel-
ligence helps me to build a

rich, loving, sustainable re-
lationship with myself. The
first relationship in life is
with me. If this relationship
is dysfunctional, it pollutes
each and every part of my
life.

If we take a look at our
world, just a snapshot of
the whole planet, there is
absolute chaos. In almost
every corner of the world
there is chaos in institu-
tions, workplaces, chaos in
countries, chaos in families
- where does it all begin?
It begins with this first and
most intimate relationship
of life - with the self. If this
relationship is not healthy, it
seeps into every part of my
life. This is why, in Rajyoga
meditation, we go deeper
and deeper into the aspect
of knowing the self, realis-
ing the self, experiencing
the self, and this is the life-
long internal journey of this
spiritual path.

All the signs in the world
we see today are telling me
one thing - look within and
learn about yourself and
internally stabilise the self.
There are three anchors I
can use to stabilise myself as
the world swirls around me.

The anchor of the loving
relationship with myself as

To navigate successfully through a chaotic world, | have to take responsibility for myself, my thoughts and behaviour.

a soul. It is absolutely fun-
damental to learn about
myself, experience and un-
derstand myself. Research
shows that 80 per cent of
us believe that we are more
than bodies, that we have a
soul. We may believe that,
but it is in meditation that
we convert what ‘I believe’

into what ‘I feel’ and what
‘T experience’; turning the
theory of ‘yes, I am a soul’
into experiencing that re-
ality. The spark of eternal
light, in the middle of the
forehead, experiences life on
the physical plane, through
the body. Realisation of this
reality, of being an eternal

point of spiritual energy,
means that fear hasless and
less power over me.

The second anchor is de-
veloping a loving relation-
ship with the Supreme, the
Divine - God. When the
connection with that soul
is strong, the opinions of
others, their behaviour, and

all the myriad challenging
situations have less and less
effect on me. The medita-
tion process develops the
art of being detached from
the awareness of my body,
which is the first step to
making a true connection
with the Divine. This is im-
portant because it gives me

an extraordinary power to
deal with life, tolerate situa-
tions, to have patience, to be
benevolent, to have goodwill
for people. The more I am
able to step back and with-
draw from the awareness of
the body, the more I am able
to make this connection and
develop a living relationship
with the Supreme Soul.

The third anchor is regular
practice. The way things are
in the world leads me to the
conclusion that ultimately
only I can help myself. The
way to do that is by put-
ting down these anchors of
knowing the self and con-
necting with the Divine.
The more I do that, the more
Ireconnect toan inner peace
and inner stability and an
extraordinary power. But it
needs regular practice.

Thisis a pure act of love for
the self. It is in regular prac-
tice that I will find the way
to a pristine point of still-
ness, and then the absolute
source of the kind of love I
will find nowhere else - the
connection with the Divine.
And the more I practise, the
more stable I become.

Charlie Hogg, based in Sydney,
is the National Coordinator,
Brabma Kumaris, Australia.

Being alone need not be lonely

CHIRYA RISELY

Loneliness is considered to be
one of the largest public health
challenges we face. In 2022, a
study in the UK showed that
almost half the adult population
(49.63 per cent) reported feeling
lonely from time to time. How
fortunate are those who do not
fear solitude; who are not afraid
of their own company, who are
not always desperately looking
for something to do, something
toamuse themselves with, some-
thing to judge.

Loneliness is not just a feeling;
it can actually affect our health.
When feeling lonely, people of-
ten adopt behaviours that det-
rimentally impact their health.
Lonely people are more likely

to start, or increase, a smok-
ing habit, and often loneliness
can have symptoms similar to
mild depression, which makes
people less likely to engage in
any physical activity. Long-term
loneliness can lead to a gradual
decline in mental health, due to
having more time to ruminate on
worries and negative thoughts.
The more time is spent in this
way, the more likely the person
is to lose their confidence, self-
esteem, and ability to socialise.

Long-term loneliness can de-
crease life expectancy by 25 per
cent, increase coronary heart
disease by 29 per cent, increase
the risk of stroke and high blood
pressure, and reduce immunity
against infection.

Living alone, spending long
hours alone, does not mean
that you necessarily feel lonely.
It depends on how much of a
healthy relationship one has
with one’s own mind. In fact, to
know the self well, so that all the
strengths can be appreciated
and the weaknesses minimised
through a healthy and honest
assessment, literally requires
time spent alone. It is a neces-
sity.

When Iam alone in the silence

When | am alone, it is a time to refresh the mind, to check and change my thoughts from negative to positive.

of inner quietness, my mind
also quiets down, and my ability
to think clearly and make deci-
sions, increases. It is a time for
refreshing the mind. ‘Listen-

ing in’ to check and change our
thoughts from negative to posi-
tive, from worry and anxiety to
hopefulness and courage, helps
to create constant pure feelings

for the self and others. Spend-
ing time alone helps us not to at-
tach to or be dependent on oth-
ers, but to grow a deeper sense
of self-reliance, self-trust, and

Living alone, spending long hours alone,
does not mean that you necessarily feel
lonely. It depends on how much of a bealthy
relationship one bas with one’s own mind.
Infact, to know the self well, so that all
the strengths can be appreciated and the
weaknesses minimised through a bealthy
and honest assessment, literally requires
time spent alone. It is a necessity.

self-esteem.

“Learn to like yourself since
you must spend so much time
with yourself, you might as well
get some satisfaction out of the
relationship.” - Norman Vin-
cent Peale.

Loneliness is possible even in
a crowd, because it is based on
the feeling of not being heard,
and of a perceived sense of iso-
lation. Even if social contact is
suddenly limited for one rea-
son or another, if we are able to
enjoy the company of our own
mind, then we do not feel lonely.

Being alone helps us to ex-

plore our true identity; an eter-
nal spiritual being, radiating
light. Contemplating this truth
opens the lines of communica-
tion with the Supreme Being,
God. It is impossible to feel lone-
ly when in connection with that
Being.

Meditation is a powerful way to
keep our mind healthy and posi-
tive, and a mind linked with the
Supreme Mind never feels alone.

Chirya Risely is a Rajyoga medita-
tion teacher based at the Brabma
Kumaris Peace Village Retreat Cen-
ter; USA.

Disinfecting the soul

&n

B.K. ATAM PRAKASH

Sunlight is the best disin-
fectant, they say. While the
sun’s rays can kill germs,
this is a metaphorical state-
ment which suggests that
transparency and open-
ness prevent corruption
and wrongdoing. When de-
cisions, policies, and actions
are exposed to public view,
those who wield power are
less likely to behave un-
ethically, and the people are
more likely to hold them ac-
countable. It reflects the idea
that secrecy allows abuse,
while openness promotes
honesty and responsibility.
This holds true not only in
government, politics, and
business, but also in our

personal lives.

Just as sunlight exposes
what is hidden in the dark,
when we engage in honest
self-reflection and shine
the light of our awareness
into the deep recesses of
the mind, our unconscious
thought patterns, fears, and
flaws come into view. Spiri-
tual growth begins when we
courageously see ourselves
clearly — the good, the bad,
and the painful. In the ab-
sence of self-examination,
we may superficially as-
sess ourselves as doing fine,
overlooking the weaknesses
that may be visible to others,
and which unconsciously
influence our thinking and
behaviour.

Once self-examination has
revealed problem areas, re-
medial action must follow.
Sometimes, introspection
may uncover unpalatable
truths about the self, which
may lead to shame and guilt,
which are fertile grounds for
inner suffering. But when
we bring our struggles into
the light — through trusted
conversations, meditation,
or keeping a diary — they
begin to subside. Emotional

wounds that had festered in
silence begin to heal when
we address them head-on.
Openness in our personal
lives also invites feedback
and guidance. By allowing
others to see us as we are,
we create the conditions for

growth. A mentor, spiritual
guide, or even a supportive
friend can only help usif we
are honest with them — and
ourselves. Sunlight not only
makes things clearly visible,
it also nourishes; similarly,
honest accountability helps

~ ]
When we allow God’s light into the soul, it gradually eliminates the weaknesses that had brought suffering.

us develop strength and
maturity by encouraging us
to take the steps needed for
personal growth, and make
responsible choices in life.
Living in truth — internally
and externally — leads to
trust in the self, and when

we align more fully with
our values, it brings peace
and integrity.

But the greatest transfor-
mation takes place when
we allow the most powerful
light into our lives - the light
of God, who is also called

the Sun of Knowledge. As
souls, we are children of the
Supreme Soul. When we
remember this and connect
to Him with faith and love,
this mental link becomes
the channel through which
God’s power and virtues
flow into the soul. Regular
communion with the Al-
mighty, the ocean of peace,
love, and mercy, gradually
makes us more and more
like Him. Just as sunlight
kills germs, God’s light of
truth and power eliminates
weaknesses in the soul
that had brought suffering.
When we are freed from the
influence of selfish desires,
anger, and ego, peace and
contentment follow. This
gain is not limited to the
self. A spiritually fulfilled
soul radiates and reflects
God’s light to others, help-
ing them connect to the
Supreme Father and bask
in the warmth of His love,
to be healed and become
whole again.

B.K. Atam Prakash is a
Rajyoga teacher at the Brabma
Kumaris beadquarters in
Mount Abu, Rajasthan.

THOUGHT
FORTODAY

Optimism is the
lens through which
Ilook at the world.
Like a kaleidoscope
that arranges bits of
coloured glass into
a pleasing view,
I can choose to
organise the bits of
my life into a view
that pleases. The
energy of optimism
is the organizing
of
positivity. Today

principle

let me apply the

lens of optimism

to arrange the bits
of my life into a

pleasing view.
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KATERINA SINIAKOVA AND SEM VERBEEK

WIN WIMBLEDON MIXED-DOU

AGENCIES
LONDON

Katerina Siniakova added
to her collection of major
titles by winning the mixed
doubles at Wimbledon with
Sem Verbeek in a 7-6 (3), 7-6
(3) victory over Luisa Stefani
and Joe Salisbury on Thurs-
day.

Siniakova, a10-time Grand
Slam women’s doubles
champion from the Czech
Republic, hit a smash on the
first match point at a half-full
but lively Centre Court. It's a
first major title for Verbeek,
and the Dutchman celebrat-
ed by having the crowd join
himin singing “Happy Birth-
day To You” to his father.

Siniakova is also a two-time
Olympic champion. She won
gold in mixed doubles with
Tomas Machac at the Paris
Games last year. She teamed
with Barbora Krejcikova to
win the women’s doubles
gold at the Tokyo Games in
2021.

Of Siniakova’s 10 major
women’s doubles titles, sev-
en were with Krejcikova, two
with Taylor Townsend, and
one with Coco Gauff at last
year’s French Open.

“It’s very special, I mean it
means a lot -- we had a lot

LONDON : Carlos Alcaraz
takes on Taylor Fritz, and
Jannik Sinner faces Novak
Djokovic in the men’s semi-
finals at Wimbledon.

Both matchups are sched-
uled to be played Friday at
Centre Court, with No. 2 seed
Alcarazvs. No. 5 Fritz leading
things off at about 1:30 p.m.
local time, followed by No. 1
Sinnervs. No. 6 Djokovic.

The two winners will
meet Sunday to decide the

Alcaraz vs. Fritz Djo
in Wimbledon’s men’s semifinals

champion. Alcaraz has won
the last two trophies at the
All England Club, beating
Djokovic in the final each
time.Alcaraz is on a career-
best 23-match winning
streak that includes the
championship at the French
Openamonth ago, defeating
Sinner in an epic five-set fi-
nal after saving three match
points.

Inall, Spain’s Alcaraz owns
five Grand Slam titles at age

kovic vs. Sinner

22. ltaly’s Sinner, who won
the Australian Openin Janu-
ary, has three atage 23. They
have combined to collect the
last half-dozen majors.

That's nothing compared
to what Djokovic has ac-
complished, of course. The
38-year-old from Serbia al-
ready has 24 Slam trophies,
the most for a man, and is
bidding for a 25th that would
give him more than anyone in
the history of tennis.

Amanda or Iga? Who will be Wimbledon’s

8th first-time women’s champion in a row

AGENCIES
LONDON

Either Amanda Anisimova
or Iga Swiatek will leave the
All England Club’s grass
courts as Wimbledon’s
eighth consecutive first-time
women’s champion.

Why has there been such a
revolving door? Chris Evert
has some thoughts about
various elements that, as she
put it ahead of Saturday’s fi-
nal, “make it difficult to feel
completely secure and confi-
dent on this elusive surface.”

For one, there’s the amount
of talent in the game —
“deeper now than ever,” said
Evert, a Hall of Famer who
won three of her 18 Grand
Slam titles at Wimbledon
in the 1970s and 1980s and
was the runner-up six times
during an era when Martina
Navratilova won a record
nine singles championships
there.

Plus, Evert noted, there’s
a short turnaround after
the red clay of the French
Open, leaving only two to
three weeks to practice and
prepare for what she called
a “polar opposite” surface.
Another contributing factor
are the uneven bounces and
other adjustments required
on grass.

And with no completely
dominant figure since Ser-
ena Williams retired after
the 2022 U.S. Open, there
is more room for new faces
such as the 13th-seeded Ani-
simova, a 23-year-old Ameri-

can who will be participatin,
in her first major final against
Swiatek, a former No. 1 who
won four trophies at Roland-
Garros and one at the U.S.
Open but hadn’t been past
the quarterfinals at Wimble-
don until now.

“I never even dreamt that
it’s going to be possible for
me to play in the final,” said
Swiatek, a 24-year-old from
Poland who hadn’t been in a
title match as a professional
at any grass-court tourna-
ment until three weeks ago,
when she was the runner-up
at Bad Homburg, Germany.
“I thought I experienced ev-
erything on the court,” Swi-
atek said. “But I didn’t expe-
rience playing well on grass.”

Sure did Thursday dur-
ing her 6-2, 6-O win against
Belinda Bencic in the semi-
finals.

“Maybe I would have had to
play my absolutely best ten-
nis of my life and risk every
shot to beat her today, the
way she played,” Bencic said.

Like Swiatek, Anisimova
also was a recent runner-
up on the surface, reaching
the final at Queen’s Club last
month.

Her powerful, flat strokes
are a natural fit for the turf,
and she showed just how
good she can be on the stuff
during a 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 victory
against No. 1 Aryna Sabalen-
ka on Thursday.

“I have to say,” Sabalenka
said, “that she was more
brave.”

A sign of Anisimova’s skill
on grass came three years
ago, when she reached the
quarterfinals at Wimbledon.

But she hadn’t played at the
event again until now, be-
cause she sat out the tourna-
ment during a mental health
break to deal with burnout
in 2023, then was ranked too
low to get in automatically a
year ago and lost during the
qualifying rounds.

“Alot of people told me that
you would never make it to
the top again if you take so
much time away from the
game. That was a little hard
to digest, because I did want
tocome back and still achieve
a lot and win a Grand Slam
one day,” Anisimova said,
adding that she is pleased
to be “able to prove that you
can get back to the top if you
prioritize yourself.”

CYCLING RACE

XRG team’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar sprints to the finish line ahead of Team Visma
- Lease a bike team’s Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard (2nd L) placing second during the

7th stage of the 112th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 197 km between Saint-
Malo and Mur-de-Bretagne Guerledan, in Brittany, western France. Agencies
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BLES TITLE

Its afirst major
title for Verbeek,
and the Dutchman
celebrated by baving
the crowdjoin him
insinging “Happy
Birthday To You”
to bis father.

of fun on the court and I re-
ally enjoyed it, it was a really
amazing time here,” Sinia-
kova said after lifting the
trophy.

“Katerina, thank you so
much, it’s been an honour to
compete next to such a great
doubles legend, one of the
best to ever do it and thank
you for making this a Thurs-
day I will remember for the
rest of my life,” the 31-year-
old Verbeek said.

Salisbury, who faced the
disappointment of home
fans hoping to see a British
champion, said margins did
not fall in his and Stefani’s
favour. “It’s always tough to
lose a final but they played
amazing so congratulations.
They were too good in the
tie-breaks today,” Salisbury
said.

I have identified a
problem area and
working on it: Neeraj

AGENCIES
GURUGRAM

India’s star javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra on Friday
said he has identified a
problem in his game and is
looking to address it at the
earliest, as he seeks to win
a second world champion-
ship gold medal later this
year.

Chopra, who is the stron-
gest Indian medal hope
in the September 13-21
showpiece in Tokyo, will
be training in Prague and
Nymburk in the Czech Re-
public for 57 days.

He will be heading out
with his physio Ishan Mar-
wah tonight and be based
in the European country
till September 5 at a total
cost of Rs 19 lakh. “I have
already identified the areas
I need to work on. While
throwing the spear I tend
to fall too much on my left
side. We need to work on
that. In training I don’t do
that, but in competition, it
happens because of the ex-
tra effort I put in,” Chopra
said.The double Olympic
medallist said he also needs

to work on his consistency
to hit the 90-mark more
often.

“I have achieved 90m
this year. But I need to be
more consistent to achieve
it more often. I am continu-
ously around 88-89m, and
my coach said he is happy,
but I need to be more con-
sistent,” Chopra said.

Needless to say, his next
big target is to finish on top
of the podium at the World
Athletics Championships.

“My next target is the
world championships, and
I want to win there. Before
the world championships,
I will plan with my coach
and see which event I can
compete to best prepare for
it,” Chopra said.

Bumrabh fifer, Rahul’s unbeaten

AGENCIES
LONDON

Jasprit Bumrah’s five-wicket
haul and Joe Root’s sublime
century set up an absorb-
ing contest before KL Ra-
hul’s composed unbeaten 53
guided India to 145 for three
at stumps on day two of the
third Test against England at
Lord’s on Friday.

At stumps, India trailed
by 242 runs with Rahul and
Rishabh Pant (19 batting) at
the crease.

Bumrah (5/74) dismantled
England’s middle and lower
order to claim his second
successive five-wicket haul
and 15th overall, as the hosts
were bowled out for 387 after
resuming the day on 251/4.

Root anchored the innings
with a composed 104 off 199
balls -- his 37th Test century
-- while No 9 Brydon Carse
(56) and keeper-batter Jamie
Smith (51) staged a crucial
lower-order fightback as the
last three England partner-
ship was worth 84 runs.

In reply, India started
brightly but lost Yashasvi
Jaiswal (13) early with Jofra
Archer’s dismissing him in
the third ball of his Test come-
back after nearly four years.

Rahul held firm with a pa-
tient unbeaten 53 (113 balls)
adding 61 runs with Karun

fifty keeps India steady at Lord’s

India's batter KL Rahul celebrates his half century during the
second day of the third Test match between India and England,
at the Lord'’s Cricket Ground, in London

BRIEF SCORES

England 1st Innings:
387 (Root 104, Carse 56,
Smith 51; Bumrah 5/74).
India 1st Innings: 145/3
in 43 overs (KL Rahul 53
batting, Karun Nair 40).

Nair, who made 40 before
falling to a spectacular div-
ing catch by Root at slip -- his
record 211th in Tests, surpass-
ing Rahul Dravid’s 210 for the
most catches by a fielder in
men’s Tests.

Captain Shubman Gill (16)
fell just two runs short of
overtaking Dravid’s record

for most runs by an India
batter (602) in a Test series in
England.

A defensive push off Chris
Woakes found the edge, with
Smith standing close tak-
ing a sharp catch behind the
stumps in a key moment of
the match.

The five-match series is tied
one-all after India bounced
back to win the second Test
at Edgbaston by 336 runs.

Brief Scores: England 1st
Innings: 387 (Root 104, Carse
56, Smith 51; Bumrah 5/74).
India 1st Innings: 145/3 in 43
overs (KL Rahul 53 batting,
Karun Nair 40).

Bumrah surpasses Kapil for most
five-fors in away Tests for India

AGENCIES

LONDON

World best Jasprit Bumrah
breezed past the legend-
ary Kapil Dev to break the
record for most five-wicket
hauls in away Tests for India
following his sizzling spell
under London’s scorching
heat on the second day of
the third Test against Eng-
land on Friday.

After sitting out in the
second contest, Bumrah
returned at the ‘Home of
Cricket’, Lord’s, with his
mojo. He left England’s top-
class batters gobsmacked
with his precise lines and
troubling lengths. Bumrah
blazed his way to his maid-
en five-wicket haul at Lord’s
to take his tally to 13 in away
Tests, achieving the feat in
35 games.

Bumrah toppled Kapil’s
record of 12 five-wicket
hauls in 66 away Tests for
India and moved to the top.
Former spinner Anil Kum-
ble slipped to the third spot
with 10 five-fers in 69 Tests
far from home.

In 47 Tests, Bumrah
boasts 215 scalps at a stel-
lar average of 19.49, with
best figures of 6/27 and 15

Jyothi, Parneet reach semis; mixed team

AGENCIES
MADRID

Jyothi Surekha Vennam and
Parneet Kaur stormed into
their respective semifinals,
while the mixed team stayed
in contention for a bronze
medal as India’s compound
archers kept their campaign
alive at the Archery World
Cup Stage 4 here on Friday.

Reigning Asian Games
champion Jyothi, the top
seed, defeated Hazal Burun
of Turkey 147-144, while
seventh seed Parneet edged
past Oznur Cure Girdi, also
of Turkey, 142-141 to make
the last four.

Both will face different op-
ponents in the semifinals,
giving India a chance to se-
cure a double podium finish
in the women’s individual
compound event.

However, the men’s com-
pound archers disappointed
in the individual category.

in bronze hunt at Archery

o

World Cup

Top seed Rishabh Yadav
exited in the second round,
losing 141-143 to Italy’s Mi-
chea Godano. Aman Saini
and Priyansh also bowed
out early.

In the mixed team event,
the top-seeded Indian pair
of Jyothi and Yadav, who
had shattered the qualifying
world record with a total of
1431 points on the opening
day, fell short of expecta-
tions, losing to 12th-seeded
Netherlands 152-155 in the
semifinals.

They will now face El Sal-
vador for the bronze medal
on Saturday.

The Indian pair started
strongly, dropping just one
point to take the first end
39-38.

But an eight in the second
end proved costly as the
Netherlands bounced back
to win the end by one point
and level the scores at 77-all.

A flawless third end from
the Dutch, shooting four Xs,
gave them a two-point lead
at 117-115.
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five-wicket hauls. Across
all formats, in 206 appear-
ances, Bumrah crossed the
450-wicket mark. He has
453 scalps under his belt
at an average of 20.48, with
best figures of 6/19 and 17
five-wicket hauls.

With a spell to remem-
ber, the 31-year-old went
level with the ‘Sultan of
Swing” Wasim Akram for
an elusive feat. With a tally
of 11, Bumrah has the joint-
highest five-wicket hauls by
an Asian in SENA countries
(South Africa, England,
New Zealand and Austra-
lia).

He opened his wicket ac-
count on the first day by
navigating the ball past
Harry Brook’s inside edge
straight into the stumps. On
the second day, the crafty

quick continued to put his
rich vein of form on exhibi-
tion.

On the second day, he
ended England Test cap-
tain Ben Stokes’ (44) hunt
to regain form by rattling
the timber with a sublime
delivery. With the ball nib-
bling around, Root lunged
forward, but the ball nipped
in slightly, brushed off the
inside edge and crashed
into the stumps. Root got his
record-shattering Test ton
but failed to add many as he
walked back to the dressing
room with 104(199).

On the next delivery,
Bumrah made a bleated
appeal for a caught behind.
However, the slip squadron
had more faith that Chris
Woakes had edged it to
wicketkeeper Dhurv Jurel.

Sumit Antil, Preeti Pal win
gold on day 1 of Indian
Open Para Athletics C’ship

AGENCIES
BENGALURU

Two-time Paralympic
champion Sumit Antil re-
affirmed his dominance by
clinching the men’s javelin
throw (F12 & F64) gold on
day1ofthe 7th Indian Open
Para Athletics Champion-
ship here on Friday.
Haryana’s Antil sent the
spear to an outstanding
72.25m to be on the top step
of the podium. His compa-
triot Manjeet secured silver
with a commendable effort
of 54.56 m, while Pradeep
Kumar of SSCB earned
bronze with a 45.17m throw.
This edition of the champi-
onship holds critical impor-
tance as it serves as the final
selection trial for the Indian
contingent heading to the
prestigious New Delhi 2025
World Para Athletics Cham-

pionships later this year.

In the F40 & F41 javelin
category, Haryana’s golden
streak continued with Paris
Paralympics champion
Navdeep Singh throwing
42.63m to secure top hon-
ours.

Prince, also from Haryana,
bagged the silver medal with
a 31.90-meter effort, and
Delhi’s Ritender completed
the podium with a 30.85-m
throw.



