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BJP MOCKS OPPN FOR

MISSPELLING ‘LOKTANTRA'
AS ‘LOKTANTAR’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shakes hand with his British counterpart Keir Starmer after Britain’s Secretary of State for Business
and Trade, Jonathan Reynolds and Union Minister Piyush Goyal signed a free trade agreement, at Chequers Estate, in U.K. aNI

B Pactcutstariffon

99% of Indian exports,
unlock thousands of jobs

M British whisky, cars
and an array of other items
will be cheaper now

AGENCIES
LONDON

ndia and the UK on
IThursday inked a land-

mark free trade agree-
ment that seeks to boost both
the economies, slash tariff
lines across 99 per cent of
Indian exports, unlock thou-
sands of jobs and cut tariffs
on British whisky, cars and

an array of other items.

The pact, officially named
as the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agree-
ment (CETA), was signed
by Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal and British
Trade Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds in the presence of
the prime ministers of India
and the UK.

The mega deal was for-

malised shortly after British
PM Keir Starmer hosted his
Indian counterpart Naren-
dra Modi at Chequers, the
countryside residence of the
British PM that is located 50
kms northwest of London.

The CETA, firmed up after
three years of negotiations,
is expected to ensure com-
prehensive market access
for Indian goods across all
sectors and India will gain
from tariff elimination on
about 99 per cent of tariff
lines (product categories)
covering almost 100 per
cent of the trade values, of-
ficials said.

“I'm really pleased and
privileged to welcome you
here today on what I con-
sider to be a historic day for

e\

Opposition MPs create ruckus in Lok Sabha during the
Monsoon Session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Thursday. ani

Next V-P
likely to be
someone
with RSS
background

AJIT MAINDOLA
NEW DELHI

The next Vice President of
the country is likely to be
someone with RSS back-
ground. The RSS may also
have its say in the selection
of the candidate. According
to sources, BJP now does
not want to take any risk of
making an outsider the Vice

President.
Discussions have started
between BJP and RSS on
B P3

“Our landmark
trade deal with India
is a majorwin for
Britain. This is about
putting more money
inthe pockets of
bardworking Brits...."

Keir Starmer
UK Prime Minister

B

both of our countries, and
the delivery of the commit-
ment that we made to each
other,” said Starmer, as he
greeted the Indian prime
minister.

In his remarks to the me-
dia, Modi said the UK and
India are “natural partners”

B P3
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CETA (COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC
AND TRADE AGREEMENT)

AGRICULTURE
India to get duty-free
access in several agri
goods in the UK, such
as fruits, vegetables,
cereals, turmeric, pep-
per, cardamom, and pro-
cessed goods like ready-
to-eat food, mango pulp,
pickles, and pulses.

B Over 95% of agricul-
tural and processed
food tariff lines will
attract zero duty.

B Duty-free access is
expected to boost
agri exports by over
20percentinthe next
three years, contrib-
uting toIndia’s goal of
USD 100 billion agri-
exports by 2030.

B Provisions related to
Technical Barriers
to Trade (TBT) will
streamline certifi-
cation, cutting down
time and cost for ex-
porters.

MARINE

B The CETAeliminates
UK tariffs on India’s
marine products.

B Despite the UK's
USD 5.4 billion ma-
rine import market,
India’s share remains
at just 2.25 per cent,

underscoring a sig-
nificant untapped
opportunity.

B With existing UK tar-
iffs on Indian shrimp
ranging between
4.2 per cent and 8.5
per cent, the FTA's
tariff elimination is
expected to unlock
rapid growth, par-
ticularly in shrimp,
tuna, fishmeal, and
feeds.

PLANTATION SECTOR

B Duty-free access to
instant coffee will
help Indian busi-
nesses compete
with other European
suppliers of instant/
value-added coffee,
such as Germany,
Spain, and the Neth-
erlands.

B FTAwill create a pow-
erful springboard for
boosting exports of
value-added coffee
products, particularly
Indian instant coffee,
to the UK.

OILSEEDS

B With reduced tar-
iffs and streamlined
procedures, Indian
Oilseed exporters
can become B P3

“‘We are going to come for you':

Rahul’s explicit

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi, the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, on Thursday once again
targeted the Election Com-
mission (EC) accusing it of
“enabling” electoral fraud
in Karnataka and issued a
stern message saying that if
you think you can get away
with it, you are mistaken
and we are going to come
for you.

Rahul Gandhi made the
remarks while speaking
with the media in Parlia-
ment.

The former Congress
President said that thisis a

Rahul Gandhi speaks to the
media at Parliament House
complex on Thursday. ANI

serious issue as the Election
Commission is not func-
tioning as Election Commis-
sion of India.

He said that today the poll
panel made some statement
that is “complete nonsense”.

The Congress leader said

Mumbai train blasts: SC stays HC order, but no re-arrest

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday stayed the Bom-
bay High Court verdict
acquitting all 12 accused
in the 2006 Mumbai train
bomb blasts case but said
they need not return to jail.

The top court further di-
rected the Bombay High
Court judgement not to be
treated as a precedent.

A bench of Justices M M
Sundresh and N Kotiswar
Singh issued notice to all
the accused in the case and
sought their responses on
the appeal filed by the state
government.

“We have been informed
that all the respondents

have been released and
there is no question of
bringing them back to the
prison. However, taking
note of the submission
made by the solicitor gen-
eral on the question of law,
we are inclined to hold that
the impugned judgment
shall not be treated as a
precedent. To that extent,
there shall be a stay of the
impugned judgment,” the
bench said.

During a brief hearing,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Maharashtra government,
sought a stay on the high
court judgment saying it
would affect pending tri-
als under the Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime
Act (MCOCA).

Justice Sundresh en-
quired if all the accused
have been released from
jail, noting some accused
persons were Pakistani na-
tionals.

“They were not arrested,”
a counsel for the state in-
formed.

On July 21, a special high
court bench of Justices Anil
Kilor and Shyam Chandak
acquitted all the 12 accused,

saying the prosecution ut-
terly failed to prove the case
and it was “hard to believe
the accused committed the
crime”.

Of the 12, five had been
sentenced to death and
seven to life imprisonment
by the special court. One of
the death row convicts died
in 2021.

More than 180 people
were killed when seven
blasts ripped through
Mumbai local trains at vari-
ous locations on the west-
ern line on July 11, 2006.

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment challenged the
high court judgment on
grounds, including that the
recovery of RDX from an

B P3

threat

to ECI

that the fact of the matter is
that the Election Commis-
sion is not doing its job.

“Now, we have concrete
100 per cent proof of the
Election Commission al-
lowing cheating in a seat in
Karnataka. Not 90 per cent,
when we decide to show it
to you, it is a 100 per cent
proof,” Rahul said.

He said that we just looked
at one constituency and
we found this. “And I am
absolutely convinced that
constituency after constitu-
ency this is the drama that
is taking place. Thousands
of thousands of new voters.
How old are they 50, 45, 60

B P3
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INKS LANDMARK TRADE DEAL WITH UK

‘EK PED MAA KE NAAM’

]

TheDaily Guardian

Review

DUCKETT, CRAWLEY GIVE

ENGLAND SOLID START AFTER
INDIA BUNDLE OUT FOR 358

=
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Family said in a post on X

King Charles lll meets the Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during an audience at the Sandringham Estate in Norfolk,
England. His Majesty was given a tree to be planted this
Autumn, inspired by the environmental initiative launched
by the Prime Minister, ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’, The Roayl

London, New Delhi will
work together to extradite
economic offenders

LONDON: With India seek-
ing extradition of a number
of billionaire fugitives from
the UK, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Thursday

said the concerned agen-
cies of the two sides will
continue to work in “close”

coordination and coopera-
B P3

3

‘Baseless’ charges: ECI

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
on Thursday dubbed the
claims of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi of cheating
in Karnataka during last
year Lok Sabha polls as
“baseless” and issued fiery
responses to him wonder-
ing why such baseless and
threatening allegations are
being made against CEC
when no appeal has been
filed by the grand old party
last year.

The Election Commis-
sion spokesperson in a
fiery response referred to
Rahul Gandhi’s warning
as unwarranted threaten-
ing statements made by
Leader of Opposition in

the Lok Sabha against CEC
Gyanesh Kumar on Karna-
taka Lok Sabha Elections
2024.

The spokesperson said:
“As far as electoral rolls of
Karnataka Lok Sabha 2024
are concerned, not a single
appeal was filed with DM
or CEO of Karnataka, a val-
id legal remedy available to
Congress under Section 24
of RP Act 1950.

“As far as conduct of Lok
Sabha elections 2024 are
concerned, out of 10 Elec-
tion Petitions, not a single
Election Petition was filed
by any loosing Congress
candidate as a legal remedy
available to the party under
Section 80 of RP Act 1951,”
the spokesperson said.

B P3

Tejashwi plays hardball, says
open to boycott Bihar polls

AGENCIES
PATNA

Playing hardball on special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar, RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav on
Thursday asserted that the
option is open for his party
and its allies to “boycott” the
assembly polls in the state
due later this year.

In response, NDA leaders
claimed that Yadav’s com-
ment indicates the opposi-
tion party has “conceded
defeat”.

The leader of the opposi-
tion hardened his stance
during an interaction with

Tejashwi Yadav, speaks to the media in Patna on Thursday. AnI

journalists outside the as-
sembly, minutes after tell-
ing the House that he was
“not opposed to SIR per se”,
but the manner in which the
Election Commission was
carrying out the exercise
gave rise to many misgiv-

ings.

“The option is open for
boycott of elections. We will
take a decision after discuss-
ing the matter with other
parties. What is the point in
contesting elections if we are

B P3
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WHl] SAID WHAT
IN PARLIAMENT

P
TECHNICAL DEFECTS
IN AIRCRAFT: GOVT
REPORT

New Delhi: Five Indian
airlines reported 183
technical defects in
their aircraft to the
aviation regulator DGCA
this year till July 21,
including 85 by Air India
Group, according to
the government.IndiGo
and Akasa Air reported
62 and 28 technical
defects, respectively,
while SpiceJet reported
8 defects, as per data
shared by the civil
aviation ministry in a
written reply to the Lok
Sabha on Thursday.
Air India and Air India
Express together
reported 85 technical
defects, respectively.

SPEAKER
CONDEMNS UPROAR
IN PARLIAMENT

New Delhi: Opposition
parties continued their
protest in the Parliament
complex on Thursday and
disrupted proceedings

in both Houses during
the ongoing Monsoon
Session, demanding a
discussion on the special
intensive revision (SIR)

of the Bihar electoral
roll.Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla criticised the
conduct of the Opposition,
and expressed concern
over the message such
behaviour sends to new
parliamentarians.”ls
this what you're teaching
the next generation

- sloganeering, placard-
waving, desk-thumping?
These weren't the values
your party once upheld.

LOK SABHALOPTO
VISIT GUJARAT

New Delhi: Gujarat
Pradesh Congress
Committee chief Amit
Chavda announced on
Thursday that Lok Sabha
Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi will visit
the state on July 26.
Chavda informed that
Rahul Gandhi will land
at the Vadodara airport
in the morning of July 26
and will participate in the
training program being
held in Anand.The state
Congress chief said that
the party is celebrating
the year 2025 as an
organisational year, for
which a day training
camp has been organised
in Anand.

UJJWAL NIKAM
SWORN IN AS RAJYA
SABHAMP

New Delhi : Special
Public Prosecutor
Ujjwal Nikam, known
for handling the 26/11
Mumbai terror attack
trials, took oath as a
member of the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday.

The Special Public
Prosecutor was
nominated to the upper
house by the President
on July 13.Nikam took
the oath in Marathi
shortly after the Upper
House was convened at
11 AM today, with Deputy
Chairman Harivansh

on the chairApart from
Nikam, Harsh Vardhan
Shringla, Meenakshi Jain,
and Sadanandan Master
were also nominated to
the Upper House under
Article 80(1)(a) of the
Constitution, read with
clause (3) of the same
article. The nominations
come in the wake of
vacancies created by the
retirement of previously
nominated members.

BJP MOCKS OPPN FOR MISSPELLING ~ Attack on democracy?:
'LOKTANTRA AS ‘LOKTANTAR’

Mocking the opposition parties over the spelling
of ‘loktantra’ (democracy) in the banner

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he BJP on Thursday
Ttook a dig at the op-

position parties for
displaying a banner with in-
correct spelling of ‘loktantra’
in Hindi during a protest on
Parliament premises, saying
those who do not even know
how to write the said word
have come out to give lessons
on democracy.

This came after several
MPs of the opposition IN-
DIA bloc, including Con-
gress Parliamentary Party
(CPP) chairperson Sonia
Gandhi and party MP Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra, held a
protest in Parliament House
complex against the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the electoral rolls
by the Election Commission

(EC) in poll-bound Bihar.
There was a huge banner
in front of them which read:
‘SIR- loktantar par vaar’ (at-
tack on democracy), as they
lined up on the steps of the
Makar Dwar of Parliament
and staged a protest, raising
slogans like “Save democ-
racy” and “Stop vote-bandi”.
Mocking the opposition
parties over the spelling of
‘loktantra’ (democracy) in

TMC slams ECI for ‘backdoor
disenfranchisement exercise’

SUPROTIM MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA

Highlighting apparent dis-
crepancies in successive press
notes issued by the Election
Commission of India on the
Special Intensive Review
(SIR) of voter lists in Bihar,
the Trinamool Congress on
Thursday accused the poll
body of carrying out a “back-
door disenfranchisement
exercise” at the behest of the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

Trinamool Congress leaders
in Bengal and its Parliamen-
tarians in New Delhi carried
out coordinated attacks on
the poll body highlighting
its concerns. The Trinamool
Congress shared three press
notesreleased by the EC, with
the last two coming back-to-
back on July 22 and 23.

The party’s official X han-
dle pointed out “ALARM-
ING DISCREPANCIES” and
said: “Two glaring red flags

have emerged from the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision of the
voter list in Bihar: On 22nd
July, the number of untrace-
able electors stood at 11,484.
By 23rd July, that number
suddenly exploded to 1
LAKH.

“At 88.18% voter coverage,
the count of electors marked
for deletion was 35 lakh. Now,
with 98.01% coverage, this
figure has skyrocketed to 56
lakh. That means: in the next
7762 lakh electors surveyed,
21 LAKH have been pushed
for deletion.”

It asked: “Who are these
voters being erased? Why
this overnight manipulation
in numbers? Is this a back-
door disenfranchisement
exercise?” The Trinamool
Congress said that the Elec-
tion Commission owes the
people of India an immedi-
ate, transparent, and public
clarification.

the banner, BJP IT depart-
ment head Amit Malviya
said in a post on X in Hindi,
“It’s loktantra, not loktan-

”

tar.

Posting a picture of the IN-
DIA bloc’s protest, the BJP
took a swipe at opposition
leaders over the spelling of
‘loktantra’, saying, “Those
who do not know how to
write ‘loktantra’ have come
out to give lessons on de-

Nadda bids
farewell
to retiring

members of
Rajya Sabha

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Leader of the House in Rajya
Sabha, Jagat Prakash Nadda,
bid farewell to the retiring
MPs on Thursday, praising
their contributions in en-
riching the house and wish-
ing them well for their future
endeavours.

“Today, 6 members are hav-
ing their farewell. In that Wil-
son ji is coming back, I wel-
come him back. On behalf of
my party and myself, I extend
my congratulations and wish
the people well. This house
functions with continuity;
that is why many new people
come into Rajya Sabha, their
terms finish, and they leave.
In a democracy, discussion is
expected,” he added.

Govt ensuring land rights for tribal
communities: Union Minister Uikey

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Replying to the un-starred
questions of Saptagiri Sankar
Ulaka , the Union Minister of
State for Tribal Affairs Durga-
das Uikey informed lok sabha
today that the Ministry of Trib-
al Affairs, being the Nodal Min-
istry for administering the leg-
islative matters of “Scheduled
Tribes and Other Traditional

Forest Dwellers Recognition
of Forest Rights Act 2006” (in
short FRA), has been issuing
directions and guidelines from
time to time on various aspects
to ensure proper implementa-
tion of the Act. As per FRA
and Rules made thereunder,
the State Governments are re-
sponsible for implementation
of various provisions of the Act
and is being implemented in 20

States and 1 UT. FRA provides
safeguards against forced evic-
tion. Section 4(5) of FRA pro-
vides that Save as otherwise
provided, no member of a for-
est dwelling Scheduled Tribe or
other traditional forest dwell-
ers shall be evicted or removed
from the forest land under his
occupation till the recognition
and verification procedure is
complete,

mocracy.” Latching on to the
issue, BJP national spokes-
person Shehzad Poonawalla
aimed at the Congress and
said they can spell and save
“parivar tantra and Emer-
gency” in which they believe,
not “loktantra”.

“Can’t blame Congress.
They can neither spell nor
save ‘loktantra’. They believe
in Parivar Tantra and Emer-
gency! Surely, they can spell
and save that,” he wrote on
X.

The INDIA bloc of the op-
position parties has been
protesting in both Houses of
Parliament against the ongo-
ing SIR, alleging that the ex-
ercise, initiated by the Elec-
tion Commission, is aimed
at disenfranchising voters in
Bihar ahead of the assembly
elections in the state.

I.N.D.I.A bloc MPs protest at
Parliament against Bihar SIR

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Indian National Devel-
opmental Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) MPs, for the fourth
consecutive day, protested
against the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) be-
ing conducted by the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) in poll
bound Bihar. The MPs gath-
ered at Parliament Makar
Dwar, and called for a stop
to the exercise. The opposi-
tion parties have repeatedly
called for a discussion in the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
regarding the revision exer-
cise, moving adjournment
motions everyday since the
start of the monsoon session
and alleging that manipula-
tion of voter rolls is taking
place under the guise of the
SIR.

Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi, Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM) MP Mahua
Maji, Deputy Opposition

leader in Lok Sabha Gaurav
Gogoi, Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi, Rash-
triya Janata Dal (R]) MP
Manoj Jha, among multiple
other leaders attended the
protest.

Carrying banner which
read “SIR-Attack on Democ-
racy,” the MPs stood at Makar
Dwar, demanding that the
voter list revision is halted.

Earlier, Congress MP Man-
ickam Tagore submitted an
Adjournment Motion seek-
ing discussion on the revi-
sion exercise, calling it an “act
of mass disenfranchisement”
which was nothing short of
“institutional voter cleansing”
orchestrated under the Modi
Government.

Tagore further highlighted
the SIR exercise as an attack
on the legacy of Babasaheb
BR Ambedkar, who “en-
shrined” universal adult
franchise in the Constitu-
tion to empower citizens,
irrespective of their caste,

class or wealth. Meanwhile,
multiple party MPs in Rajya
Sabha have moved adjourn-
ment motions in Rajya Sabha
to discuss the issue.

Party leaders in the up-
per house, including Rajani
Ashokrao Patil, Jebi Mather,
Ranjeet Ranjan, Neeraj Dan-
gi, Neeraj Dangi, and Akh-
ilesh Prasad Singh have called
for the house to suspend Zero
Hour and Question Hour on
Thursday to discuss the Bihar
SIR.

Rajani Ashokrao Patil,
while submitting the letter
said that the actions of the
poll panel has “sparked ap-
prehensions about potential
electoral manipulation.”

Patil wrote in her letter, “To
discuss the concerns arising
out of the Election Commis-
sion’s Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) exercise in Bihar
ahead of elections, as well as
reports of a similar exercise
being planned in West Bengal
and other states.”

Opposition is politically frustrated people,
mocking people’s earnings: Dinesh Sharma

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Amidst the continuous dis-
ruptions in Parliament pro-
ceedings, BJP MP Dinesh
Sharma stated today that
the opposition are politi-
cally frustrated individuals
and they are wasting public
money.

Hesaid, “They (Opposition)
are mocking the earnings of
the people by standing here,
enjoying a picnic, taking Vi-
tamin D in the sun, and they
are taking it because they are
politically frustrated people.
Their despair does not shine
inside the assembly...Come
and discuss it in the parlia-

™ L
ment. The challenge is for you
to come and discuss.”

Sharma further stated that
the opposition should discuss
subjects such as development,
foreign policy, education,
and India’s rapidly growing
economy.

He further added, “You will
not doit...you will not give the
answer to the people in the
Parliament... You coming on
the road and not allowing the
Parliament to function is un-
democratic behaviour, and in
this sacred Parliament build-
ing, it is an open mockery of
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar’s
constitution.

Earlier, BJP MP Dinesh
Sharma took a swipe at the
opposition, stating that the
opposition has no real issues
todiscuss and that the session
should be one of felicitations
rather than criticism.

Sharma said to AN, “Today;,
the Opposition has no real is-

sues...The way development
is happening in the entire
country, the way a youth from
Lucknow has gone to Space...
the way India entered Paki-
stan and conducted strikes...
This session should be of fe-
licitations, not criticism...”

He added, “I would like to
say to the Congress that the
Congress and the opposition
should also learn to speak in
the interest of India some-
time. The manner in which
honourable Rahul ji express-
es himself is that he bases his
statement on a tautologically
false premise. It seems to him
that he is giving statements
for Pakistan.”

Golden Temple ko Dhamki
Ani Band Karwao

| Golden Tempi-
Ani Ban

Congress MPs Manish Tewari, Selja Kumari, Charanjit Singh Channl and others protest, seeking Centre’s intervention in email threats
to the Golden Temple during the Monsoon Session of Parliament, at Makar Dwar of Parliament in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

adjournment of the Lok Sabha during
the Monsoon Session of the Parliament,
in New Delhl on Thursday. ANI

s

GLIMPSES FROM MONSOON SESSION

Thursday. ANI

D @ @

SP MP Dimple Yadav leaves after the Azad Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) MP Congress MP Jairam Ramesh arrives
Chandrashekhar Azad Ravan holding to attend the Monsoon Session of the
a placard protest in New Delhi on Parliament, in New Delhi on Thursday.

ANI

MDMK MP Vaiko and RJD MP Manoj Kumar Jha in Rajya
Sabha in New Delhi. ANI

Deputy Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh & nominated
Rajya Sabha MP Ujjwal Nikam greet each other in Parliament.

Govt ramps up critical mineral
reforms to ensure supply

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Minister of State for
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances & Pensions and Prime
minister’s office Dr Jiten-
dra Singh said that critical
minerals such as lithium,
graphite, cobalt, titanium,
rare earth elements etc are
demand intensive due to
their strategic uses in vari-
ous sectors, viz., electric
vehicles, renewable energy
and defence.

Responding to the un-
starred query of Rajya
Sabha member Kartikeya
Sharma during the ongo-
ing Monsoon Session, the
Union Minister said that
the Ministry of Mines has
undertaken significant
steps including various
policy reforms to ensure
exploration and mining
of these critical sectors:
The Mines and Minerals

(Development and Regula-
tion) Act, 1957 (MMDR) has
been amended through the
MMDR Amendment Act,
2023 w.e.f. 17.08.2023. Ma-
jor reforms of Amendment
Act, 2023 are:

i. Omission of six miner-
als from the list of 12 atomic
minerals namely Lithium,
Titanium, Beryl and beryl-
lium bearing minerals, Nio-
bium, Tantalum and Zirco-
nium bearing minerals.

ii. Created a list of 24 criti-
cal & strategic minerals in
part D of Schedule-I of the
MMDR Act. iii. Section 11D
of the Act empowered Cen-
tral Government to exclu-
sively auction mining lease
and composite licence for
critical & strategic miner-
als specified in Part D of
the Schedule-I of the Act.
iv. Introduced exploration
license for 29 minerals in-
cluded in Schedule- VIL. In
addition, Ministry of Mines

has also been empowered
to auction blocks for grant
of Exploration Licence
through an order under
section 20A of MMDR Act
1957.

DEEP OCEAN MISSION
Dr Singh is also the Minis-
ter of State (Independent
Charge) for Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology and
Earth Sciences.

While answering to the
query of Mr Sharma, Dr
Singh said that Ministry
of Earth Sciences (MoES),
through the National In-
stitute of Ocean Technol-
ogy Chennai launched the
Samudrayaan project under
the Deep Ocean Mission.

Under this project, NIOT
is developing a manned sub-
mersible, MATSYA 6000,
which aims to carry three
people to a depth of 6000
meters in the ocean with a
suite of scientific sensors for
ocean exploration.
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON BIHAR POLITICS

STATISTICALLY SPEAKING &

62% people believe that Samrat Chaudhary

knowingly call Lalu Yadav a thief

The Bihar Assembly’s monsoon session saw chaos after
Deputy CM Samrat Chaudhary allegedly called Lalu Ya-
dav a thief. Tejashwi Yadav slammed the ruling party for

6
5%
40%

. o,

33%

In the Bihar Assembly, when =«
Samrat Chaudhary called Lalu .«

Yadav a thief, what is your opinion?

A - He was absolutely

right

49%

16%

B-ltwasa
meaningless issue

C - He crossed the line

lowering House dignity, misleading voters over Nepal-
Bangladesh claims, and avoiding debate. He accused Nitish
Kumar of confusion and said Bihar is run by Delhi’s remote.

2%

AR

D -Can't say

< 02.

Did Samrat Chaudhary knowingly call

Lalu Yadav a thief?

. Yes
. No

. Cannot say

Who is responsible for the 30%
scuffle in the Bihar Assembly 20%
after the “thief” remark? 10%

60%

50%

40%

A - Samrat Chaudhary

B - Tejashwi Yadav
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Will work together to extradite
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tion on the matter.

The prime minister made
the remarks after meet-
ing his British counterpart
Keir Starmer at Chequers,
the countryside residence
of the British PM.

“On the matter of extradi-
tion of economic offenders
as well, our agencies will
continue to work together
in close coordination and
cooperation,” Modi said in
his media statement.

India has been raising

with the UK the issue of
extradition of economic of-
fenders such as Vijay Mal-
lya, Nirav Modi and Lalit
Modi.

At a media briefing, For-
eign Secretary Vikram Mis-
ri said PM Modi sought the
UK’s cooperation to bring to
justice the economic offend-
ers and fugitives.

Nirav Modi, the fugi-
tive diamond merchant, is
wanted in India to stand
trial on fraud and money
laundering charges in an es-
timated USD 2 billion Pun-

jab National Bank (PNB)
loan scam case.

Mallya, who fled to the
United Kingdom in March
2016, is wanted in India
over a default of Rs 9,000
crore that was loaned to
Kingfisher Airlines (KFA)
by several banks.

Lalit Modi is also wanted
by Indian probe agencies
for his alleged involvement
in money laundering and
violating the Foreign Ex-
change Management Act,
1999 (FEMA).

- Agencies

“‘We are going to come for you’
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and 65, thousands and thousands of new
voters in one constituency in Karnataka,”

he remarked.

He also said that voter addition, voter dele-
tion, new voter, who are way above 18 and

“we have caught them”.

“I want to send a message to the Election
Commission: If you think you are going to
get away with it, if your officers think they
are going to get away with it, you are mis-
taken. You are not going to get away with it,
because we are going to come for you,” the
Leader of Opposition said in a stern message

to the poll panel.

His remarks came as the opposition has
been demanding for a detailed discussion

on the Special Intensive Revision of voter

rolls in Bihar by the Election Commission.
The opposition also held protest at the

Makar Dwar in Parliament, which was also

joined by Congress Parliamentary Party
(CPP) chairperson Sonia Gandhivalong

with the opposition leaders.

Earlier, Rahul Gandhi had alleged about
alleged rigging by the EC in Maharashtra
assembly polls bg adding over almost one
crore voters between 2024 Lok Sabha and
assembly polls in the state.

The EC had earlier also dismissed Rahul
Gandhi’s allegations on Maharashtra polls

and had said that electoral rolls are pre-

pared transparently and copies were shared
with the recognised parties.

Mumbai train blasts: SC stays HC order
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accused, was disbelieved on
a “hyper-technical ground”
that the seized explosives
were not sealed with a lac
seal.

The state government, in
its appeal, raised several se-
rious objections to the high
court’s order of acquittal.

The plea argued due pro-
cedural safeguards under
Section 23(2) of Maharash-
tra Control of Organised
Crime Act (MCOCA) were
observed, including proper
sanctioning by senior of-
ficers like prosecution wit-
ness 185 Anami Roy.

It said the high court over-
looked the validity of these
approvals despite no sub-
stantial contradiction in the
prosecution’s evidence.

The plea took exception to
the high court’s rejection of
the recovery of 500 grams
of RDX from one of the ac-
cused on the ground that it
lacked a lac seal.

The state argued RDX,
being highly inflammable,
was not sealed for safety
reasons and the recovery
was duly sanctioned and
documented.

The high court allowed
the appeals filed by the ac-
cused against their convic-

tion and sentences imposed
on them by a special court
in 2015.

The high court verdict
came as a major embarrass-
ment to the Maharashtra
ATS which probed the case.

The agency claimed the
accused were members of
the banned outfit Students’
Islamic Movement of In-
dia (SIMI) and hatched the
conspiracy with Pakistani
members of the terror
group Lashkar-e-Taiba.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday issued notice on
Maharashtra government’s
appeal against the Bombay
High Court’s July 21 order.
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convinced that these are not
going to be free and fair”, the
former deputy CM said.

Yadav seemed upset that
during the discussion in-
side the House, in which
alliance partners also took
part, “Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar did not utter a word”
when Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Vijay Kumar
Chaudhary “sought to mix
things up by equating SIR
with the annual revision
of electoral rolls that takes
place to strike off the name
of deceased voters and other
minor corrections”.

The EC has so far claimed
to have covered, under SIR,
“99 per cent” of the state’s
7.9 crore voters, of whom
the number of deceased
electors has been stated to
be “21.6 lakh”, in addition to

another “31.5lakh who have
permanently migrated”.

However, Yadav contended
that “about four crore peo-
ple” from the state lived in
other states to pursue higher
education or seek a career
and many of them, who
might not have been regis-
tered at their current places
of residence, could like to
vote in their home state.

“We suspect that many
such people may end up hav-
ing their names struck off
the voters’ list just because
they were not found to be at
their registered addresses in
Bihar,” Yadav said.

He also alleged that “the
real game” will begin from
August 1 when the EC,
done with the collection of
enumeration forms filled
up and signed by respective
voters, would invite “claims

and objections”.

The RJD leader also cited
media reports claiming
enumeration forms are be-
ing filled up and signed by
booth-level officers who are
ina hurry to meet targets set
by the EC, and at many plac-
es, such forms were found
dumped on the streets.

“Despite so many anoma-
lies, the ruling NDA is silent.
Even though their leaders
are also elected by voters
registered in the same elec-
toral roll. The inference is
clear. The EC is trying to
help the ruling coalition
through SIR,” alleged Yadav.

The Congress, an ally of
the RJD, also said in Delhi
that the “Tughlaqi process”
of the SIR in Bihar will be
opposed at all forums and
“all options are open” for
the INDIA bloc. However,

- Tejashwi plays hardball, says open to boycott

leaders of the NDA mocked
the opposition parties.

Union ministers Rajiv
Ranjan Singh alias Lalan, a
former JD(U) president, and
Nityanand Raji, an ex-state
unit chief of BJP, alleged in
Delhi that Yadav’s statement
was proof that “the opposi-
tion has conceded defeat”.

Nonetheless, on a day
when a procession of the
Congress against SIR met
with water cannons fired
by police in Patna, Yadav
seemed to be firing on all
cylinders, and his fulmina-
tions on the issue continued
through the day.

Yadav also inveighed
against an FIR lodged re-
cently in Begusarai against
independent journalist Ajit
Anjum, whose YouTube
channel has been running a
series on SIR.

President Droupadi Murmu witnesses art exhibition of the artists, created during their
Artists-in-Residence program at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi on Thursday. ani

India inks landmark trade deal with UK
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and said the nations were
“writing a new chapter” in
their history.

He highlighted Indian
textiles, footwear, gems and
jewellery, seafood and engi-
neering goods will get bet-
ter market access in the UK,
with agricultural products
and processed food industry
winning new opportunities
for growth following the
trade deal.

“This agreement will prove
especially beneficial for In-
dia’s youth, farmers, fisher-
men and MSME sector. On
the other hand, people and
industries in India will be
able to access products made
in the UK such as medical
devices and aerospace parts
at affordable and attractive
prices,” Modi said.

“Along with this agree-
ment, we have also reached
a consensus on the Double
Contributions Convention
(DCC). This will inject new
energy into the services sec-
tors of both countries, es-
pecially in technology and
finance.”

“It will promote ease of do-
ing business, reduce cost of
doing business and increase
the confidence of doing busi-
ness,” he said.

The prime minister went
on to use cricket as a meta-
phor for the UK-India rela-
tionship, saying there may
be a “swing and a miss” at
times, but they are com-
mitted to playing with a
“straight bat” and building
a “high-scoring, solid part-
nership”.

Hours before the trade
pact was inked, Starmer
said it will create thousands
of British jobs across the
UK, unlock new opportuni-
ties for businesses and drive
growth.

According to the UK De-
partment for Business and
Trade (DBT), once the trade
pact comes into force, In-
dia’s average tariff on British
products will drop from 15
per cent to 3 per cent. It will
mean British companies sell-
ing products to India, from
soft drinks and cosmetics
to cars and medical devices,
will find it easier to sell to the
Indian market. Whisky pro-
ducers will benefit from tar-
iffs slashed in half, reduced
immediately from 150 per
cent to 75 per cent and then
dropped even further to 40
per cent over the next 10
years, giving the UK an ad-
vantage over international
competitors in reaching the
Indian market, DBT said.
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more competitive in the UK market,
potentially leading to higher exports.
TEXTILES:
Zero-duty market access for the textiles
and clothing sector accounts for 1,143
tariff lines (or product categories).
India is facing a duty disadvantage
vis-a-vis Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Cambodia, which had duty-free
access to the UK market. The FTA
eliminates the tariff on textile im-
ports from India, thereby enhancing
its competitiveness.
In textiles and clothing, while the
UK'’s total imports (USD 26.95 bil-
lion) are lower than India’s global
exports (USD 36.71 billion), India still
supplies worth only USD 1.79 billion
to the UK.

ENGINEERING
Anumber of goods to get zero-duty
market access.

The UK is India’s 6th largest engi-
neering export market.

India’s global exports are USD 77.79
billion, while the UK imports USD
193.52 billion worth of such prod-
ucts, yetonly USD 4.28 billion comes
from India, signalling strong poten-
tial for expansion.

With tariff elimination (as high as 18
per cent) under the FTA, engineer-
ing exports to the UK could nearly

double inthe next five years, reach-
ing over USD 7.5 billion by 2029-30.
PHARMA

India exports stand at USD 23.31
billion globally, and the UK imports
were nearly USD 30 billion, but In-
dian pharma accounts for under
USD 1 billion, indicating significant
headroom for growth.
Generics get the sweet medicine -
The FTA's zero tariff provisions are
expected to enhance the competi-
tiveness of Indian generics in the UK
market.
Number of medical devices like
surgical instruments, diagnostic
equipment, ECG machines, X-Ray
systems will not attract any duty.
To make domestic products more
competitive.

CHEMICALS
The FTA is anticipated to trigger a
dramatic 30-40 per centincrease in
India’s chemical exports to the UK,
propelling figures to an estimated
USD 650-750 million in 2025-26.
In chemicals and allied products,
India’s exports stand at over USD
40.52 billion globally, against the
UK’s imports of USD 35.11 billion,
but captures only USD 843 million of
that market, highlighting a potential
to scale up, especially with improved
market access under the FTA.

Next V-P likely to be someone from RSS ‘Baseless’ charges: ECI
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names who are staunch
Sangh workers and have
been dedicated to the party.
BJP is doing this because
earlier Satpal Malik, who
has anon-RSS background,
who was appointed LG of
J&K had embarrassed the
party. Now comes the Jag-
deep Dhankhar saga.
During the farmers’ move-
ment and general elections
2024, Malik tried to harm
the Modi government by
making statements against
it. The opposition believes
that the way Dhankhar has

resigned, sooner or later
he will also say something.
The opposition feels that
Dhankhar did not resign
due to health reasons but
his resignation was taken.
Based on this, Congress and
other parties started farmer
and Jat politics.

In fact, leaders like Malik
and Dhankhar were nev-
er of the Sangh ideology.
Satpal Malik started his
politics with Lok Dal, then
reached BJP via Janata Dal
and Congress. Similarly, Jag-
deep Dhankhar started his
politics with Janata Dal and

joined BJP via Congress. Af-
ter the BJP government was
formed at the Centre in 2014,
the Modi government made
Malik the Governor of Bihar
in 2017.

A year later, he was ap-
pointed the Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir. While being the
Lieutenant Governor there,
Malik started speaking
against the government.
Then he was sent to Goa.
Malik had created trouble by
opening a front against his
own government during the
farmers’ movement.

CONTINUED FROM P1

“ECI is wondering as to
why such baseless and
threatening allegations are
being made against CEC
and that too now?” the
spokesperson added.

The remarks came af-
ter the former Congress
chief on Thursday doubled
down on his claims that the
party has found voter addi-
tion in one of the Lok Sabha
seats in Karnataka in last
year Lok Sabha polls.

The Lok Sabha MP from
Uttar Pradesh’s Rae Bareli

also issued a stern warning
to the poll panel and said
that if you think you can get
away with it, you are mis-
taken and we are going to
come for you.

“I want to send a message
to the Election Commis-
sion: If you think you are
going to get away with it, if
your officers think they are
going to get away with it,
you are mistaken. You are
not going to get away with
it, because we are going to
come for you,” Rahul Gan-
dhi said in a stern message
to the poll panel.
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'NO CURRENT PLAN TO RECONSIDER OR REMOVE
'SOCIALISM’, "SECULARISM’ FROM PREAMBLE'

The govt has not formally initiated any legal process to remove the two words.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
ment has “no current
plan or intention” to

reconsider or remove the
words ‘socialism’ and ‘secu-
larism’ from the Preamble
of the Constitution inserted
during the Emergency pe-
riod, the Rajya Sabha was
informed on Thursday.

The House was also told
that the government has
not “formally” initiated
any legal or constitutional
process to remove the two
words from the Preamble
of the Constitution.

In a written reply, Law
Minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal said while there may be
discussions or debates in
certain public or political
circles, “no formal deci-

sion or proposal has been
announced by the govern-
ment” regarding amend-
ments to these terms.

“The government’s offi-
cial stand is that there is no
current plan or intention
to reconsider or remove
the words ‘socialism’ and
‘secularism’ from the Pre-
amble of the Constitution.
Any discussions regarding
amendments to the Pream-
ble would require thorough
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deliberation and broad con-
sensus, but as of now, the
government has not initi-
ated any formal process to
change these provisions,”
the minister asserted.

He pointed out that in No-
vember 2024, the Supreme
Court had also dismissed
petitions challenging the
1976 amendment (42nd
Constitutional Amend-
ment), which affirmed
that Parliament’s power to

amend the Constitution ex-
tends to the Preamble.

The court clarified that
“socialism” in the Indian
context signifies a welfare
state and does not impede
private sector growth, while
“secularism” is integral to
the Constitution’s basic
structure.

Regarding the atmosphere
created by the office-bear-
ers of some social organisa-
tions, Meghwal said certain
groups may be expressing
opinions or advocating for
reconsideration of these
words.

“Such activities can create
a public discourse or atmo-
sphere around the issue,
but this does not necessarily
reflect the official stance or
actions of the government,”
he said.

Last month, then

Kanda’s statement that BJP aided Chautala’s son
in Assembly polls sparks political controversy

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Former Sirsa MLLA Gopal Kanda has
set off a fresh controversy in Haryana
by making a statement that the BJP
helped Indian National Lok Dal can-
didates in 2024 assembly elections.
In a video being circulated on social
media Kanda could be heard saying
that the INLD’s Arjun Chautala was
losing from Rania assembly constitu-
ency and a senior BJP leader said that
the INLD set to lose this seat to Con-

gress if they will not help.

The statement has evoked a sharp
reaction from the opposition as the
Congress party has alleged that Kan-
da’s statement has exposed a “secret
understanding” between the BJP and
the Indian National Lok Dal (INLD)
during the last Assembly elections.

However, the explosive admission
has provided fresh ammunition to the
opposition with the Congress, which
claims it confirms long-suspected col-

lusion between BJP and INLD aimed
at undermining the democratic pro-

cess.

conspiracy.

Congress MP Deepender Singh
Hooda alleged that Kanda’s statement
has torn the mask off a dirty political

“It’s now clear that BJP and INLD
were working hand in glove dur-
ing the elections. Gopal Kanda has
openly admitted that Abhay Chau-
tala’s son was made MLA from Rania

with help from BJP and a prominent
BJP leader. This is not politics, this is
betrayal of the people of Haryana,”
Hooda alleged.

Accompanied by three other MPs
of the Congress party, Hooda further
claimed that the BJP had a covert ar-
rangement with INLD for three seats
— Rania, Dabwali, and Ellenabad,
and in return, INLD supported BJP
across the rest of the state. “These par-
ties pretended to be in opposition, but
behind the scenes they were united
against one target: the Congress. This
isthe reason INLD, JJP, and HLP have
been reduced to political footnotes —

they were never real alternatives, only

BJP’s B-teams,” he said.
The Congress leader also accused
BJP and INLD of colluding in the

recent Rajya Sabha elections, stating

IT raids on former minister Malla
Reddy’s son’s residence in Kompally

RAJ KIRAN BATHULA
HYDERABAD

In a major development,
the Income Tax (IT) depart-
ment on Thursday con-
ducted raids at the plush
residence of Ch Bhadra
Reddy, son of former min-
ister Ch Malla Reddy, lo-
cated in Kompally under
Medchal constituency. The
action comes close on the
heels of earlier inspections
at Malla Reddy Hospitals
and Malla Reddy Medical
College in Suraram.

Sources in the IT depart-
ment revealed that the
raids were initiated follow-
ing a specific tip-off regard-
ing suspicious high-value
cash transactions. Bhadra
Reddy, who serves as the
chairman of Malla Reddy
Hospital, and his family
members were reportedly
questioned extensively
about recent financial
dealings—both digital and
cash-based.

These raids are
not the first time
the Malla Reddy
family bas come
under scrutiny.

During the operation,
IT officials confiscated
mobile phones of the do-
mestic staff and reportedly
directed them to remain in-
doors while searches were
underway. The department
is said to be closely scruti-
nizing documents and
digital evidence related to
financial flows into and out
of the institution.

These raids are not the
first time the Malla Reddy
family has come under
scrutiny. Earlier, both the
Income Tax department
and the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) had carried
out searches at multiple
properties linked to the
family, during which they

reportedly uncovered sig-
nificant amounts of unac-
counted cash.

The timing of the latest
raid has raised political
eyebrows. Just two days
prior, Preeti Reddy—wife
of Bhadra Reddy—met
with several BJP leaders
in Hyderabad. Adding to
the speculation, her asso-
ciates had put up banners
featuring BJP leaders dur-
ing the recent Bonalu cel-
ebrations. Soon after these
political developments, IT
teams swooped in on her
residence, intensifying the
political buzz around the
raids.

While official details on
the exact amount of cash
orassets seized are yet to be
disclosed, political circles
are abuzz with the implica-
tions of these enforcement
actions, especially given
the recent proximity of the
family to BJP leaders ahead
of possible political realign-
ments in Telangana.

that some members voted against the
Congress candidate to aid BJP’s vic-
tory — an episode that, according to
him, now fits into a larger pattern of
manipulation and electoral sabotage.

vice president Jagdeep
Dhankhar had asserted
that the words inserted in
the Preamble of the Consti-
tution through an amend-
ment during the Emer-
gency era were a “festering
wound”, lending weight to
the call by a top RSS leader
for a review of the added
terms ‘secular’ and ‘social-
ist’.

Wading into the political
row sparked by RSS general
secretary Dattatreya Hosa-
bale’s call for a national de-
bate on whether the terms
‘secular’ and ‘socialist’ to
define India’s foundational
values should remain in the
Preamble, Dhankhar had
said the Preamble is sacro-
sanct and “not changeable”.
He further said the added
words were a “sacrilege to
the spirit of Sanatan”.

Haryana Cong to soon
get district presidents

AJIT MAINDOLA
NEW DELHI

The list of district presidents
of Haryana Congress can be
released by the high com-
mand soon. If sources are
to be believed, then orga-
nization general secretary
KC Venugopal, after hold-
ing several rounds of meet-
ings with senior leaders of
the state, has finalized the
names of the district presi-
dents and sent the list to the
leader of opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi. The
list will be released as soon
as he gives the green signal.
Rahul Gandhi is not show-
ing any laxity in the selection
of district presidents under
the organization creation.
He is also asking for names
from his team and matching
them, then taking a decision.
After the list of district presi-
dents is released, the name
of the new state president

will be announced. As per
indications, the next presi-
dent of Haryana Congress
will be from OBC. After this,
the decision on the post of
leader of the legislative par-
ty will be taken. It is more
likely that this post will be
given to a non-Jat. The Con-
gress high command is try-
ing to prepare a completely
new Congress in Haryana.
Therefore, many old leaders
are likely to get less impor-
tance. In the matter of selec-
tion of district presidents,
discussions were definitely
held with all the veterans of
the state, former Chief Min-
ister Bhajanlal Sharma, MP
Shailaja and Randeep Singh
Surjewala, Udaybhan and
some prominent leaders,
but the names given by them
were also thoroughly brain-
stormed. A separate exercise
has been done by the state
in-charge VK Hariprasad.
Actually, Congress is going

to give great power to its dis-
trict presidents. They will
have an important role even
in the selection of candi-
dates. The party is currently
focusing on those states
where Congress is continu-
ously losing elections. Under
the organization creation
campaign, a new team has
been announced for Gu-
jarat. Now it is Haryana’s
turn. Rahul Gandhi himself
has held a meeting with the
leaders of Haryana once and
is himself keeping an eye on
the whole matter. There is
no organization in Haryana
for more than two decades.
Due to internal conflicts,
the high command was un-
able to take a decision. But
after losing three consecu-
tive elections, Rahul himself
took over the charge. Apart
from Gujarat and Haryana,
organisation creation drive
is being run in Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh as well.

Rs 6,604 crore in PMFBY insurance
claims still pending: Chouhan

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

India’s flagship crop insur-
ance scheme, the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY), is under scrutiny
with pending claims rising
to the insurance companies
reaching to Rs 6604 crore as
of June 30.

As per the figures Andhra
Pradesh tops the list with
Rs 2,565.8 crore in pend-
ing claims, followed by Ra-
jasthan at Rs 1,531.8 crore
and Madhya Pradesh at Rs
1,469.8 crore.

Maharashtra and Uttar
Pradesh also face delays,
with Rs 334.4 crore and
Rs 121.1 crore still unpaid,
respectively. Meanwhile,
states like Goa, Sikkim, and
Telangana have cleared all
claims, showing uneven

Srinagar: Lord Shiva’s
holy mace reaches
Shankaracharya temple

ASHIQ MIR
SRINAGAR

As part of the ongoing Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra, the re-
vered ‘Chhari Mubarak’
the holy mace of Lord
Shiva reached the historic
Shankaracharya Temple
in Srinagar.

The ceremonial proces-
sion began from Dashnami
Akhara under the supervi-
sion of Mahant Dipendra
Giri, the traditional cus-
todian of the holy mace. A
special ‘Chhari Pujan’ was
held at the temple, with a
large number of devotees
in attendance, offering
prayers and seeking bless-
ings.

The Shankaracharya
Temple, a significant spiri-
tual landmark in Kashmir,
witnessed heavy footfall
of pilgrims during the
special event, as chants of

Total Pending Claims (Rs.
State/UT

in Crore)

Andhra

Pradesh

Rajasthan

Madhya
Pradesh

Tamil Nadu

Uttar Pradesh

devotion echoed across the
premises.

So far, nearly 3.5 lakh
yatris have paid obeisance
at the Holy Cave Shrine of
Amarnath and performed
darshan of the naturally
formed ice Shivlingam.
The yatra continues to see
enthusiastic participation
from across the country.

The annual pilgrimage
not only symbolizes deep
spiritual devotion but also
showcases Kashmir’s rich
religious heritage and cul-
tural unity.

Development of gram panchayats to acquire new dimension
N

AMAN AGNIHOTRI
KANPUR

A one-day workshop on
Panchayat Advancement
Index (PAI) was organized
on Tuesday in the new audi-
torium located at Sarasaiya
Ghat. In this workshop
organized under the chair-
manship of District Officer
Jitendra Pratap Singh, dis-
trict level officers were in-
formed about the purpose,
utility and practical aspects
of PAL

In the workshop, the DM
gave clear instructions that
the concept of Panchayat
Advancement Index should
be effectively implemented
in all 590 gram panchay-

ats of the district to ensure
monitoring, evaluation
and transparency of the
schemes operated at the
panchayat level. He also di-
rected all the departments

to take concrete action in
this direction and inform
their subordinate officers
and employees in this re-
gard. The DPO discussed
the topic in detail, outlining
the difference between PAI-
1 and PAI-2. In the work-
shop, the concerned depart-
ments were also trained on
various questions related
to gram panchayats, so that
the quality of implementa-
tion of schemes can be im-
proved.

DM Jitendra Pratap Singh

said that “This workshop
has been organized to speed
up development work at
the Panchayat level. The fa-
cilities required in the 590
gram panchayats of the dis-
trict will be identified and
developed in a time-bound
manner.”

Senior officials of other
departments including
Chief Development Officer
(CDO), District Forest Of-
ficer (DFO), Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) were also
present in the workshop.

performance across the
country. This was revealed
in a written reply by the
Union Agriculture Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
in the Lok Sabha pointing to
delays as the farmers were
waiting for the claims after
crop losses from floods,
droughts, and unseasonal
rains.

As per the reply the delay
behind the disbursement of
claims was that the govern-
ments are slow to submit

Manipur,
Meghalaya,
Nagaland on
high alert over
illegal influx

NIBIR DEKA
DISPUR

As Assam intensifies its
crackdown on encroach-
ers and illegal settlers, the
ripple effects are being
felt far beyond its borders.
The recent eviction drives,
particularly in Dhubri and
Goalpara, have prompted
neighbouring states —
Nagaland, Manipur, and
Meghalaya — to issue high-
level alerts to prevent the
influx of displaced individu-
als.

Three states in the north-
east have issued an alert
cautioning against the en-
try of illegal migrants from
Assam, where the Himanta
Biswa Sarma government
has been carrying out mas-
sive eviction drives.
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crop yield data, banks often
make mistakes in insurance
applications and disputes
between insurers and state
officials over damage assess-
ments add to the problem.

These sethbacks have hit
farmers hard, especially
those already reeling from
natural disasters. To tackle
these challenges, the gov-
ernment has introduced
new tools to make the pro-
cess smoother and more
transparent.

The National Crop Insur-
ance Portal (NCIP) and
Digiclaim Module, linked
with the Public Finance
Management System, aim
to speed up claim pro-
cessing. Starting with the
Kharif 2024 season, insur-
ance companies face a 12%
penalty for delays in settling
claims.

The government is also
using advanced technol-
ogy like YES-TECH, which
uses satellite imagery for ac-
curate yield estimates, and
WINDS, which tracks local
weather patterns to assess
losses better. Despite these
efforts, farmer groups are
frustrated.

They say timely payments
are crucial for their surviv-
al after crop failures, and
delays defeat the purpose
of the insurance scheme.

SC reserves order on K'taka
govt’s plea challenging bail
to actor Darshan

SAMBHAV SHARMA
NEW DELHI

In a latest development in
Renukaswamy murder
case, the Supreme Court
on Thursday reserved
its order on the Karna-
taka government’s appeal
against the bail granted to
Kannada actor Darshan
Thoogudeepa.

A bench of Justices JB
Pardiwala and R. Mahade-
vanreserved the order after
hearing arguments from
both sides.

During the hearing, the
apex court expressed sharp
concern about the manner
in which the Karnataka
High Court had granted
bail.

Justice Pardiwala re-

Anti-terror operation:
property attached in Sopore

ASHIQ MIR

SRINAGAR

In a significant crackdown
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UAPA),
Sopore Police have attached
a residential property for
its alleged role in providing
shelter and logistical support
to terrorists involved in anti-
national activities.

The property includes a sin-
gle-storey residential house
and land measuring 3 kanals
and 3 marlas, falling under
Survey Nos. 2011, 2012, 2013,
2016, and 2018, located at Re-
ban Ramham. The property is

owned by Javaid Ahmad Dar,
son of Ghulam Rasool Dar, a
resident of Reban Sopore.

The action is linked to FIR
No. 133/2024, registered at
Police Station Sopore under
sections 13, 18, 19, 20, 23, 38,
and 39 of the UAPA, along
with section 7/25 of the Arms
Act.

During the investigation,
it was established that the
property was deliberately
used to shelter terrorists and
facilitate their movement and
operations in the Sopore re-
gion. Following the collection
of substantial evidence and

marked that the bail order
read more like an acquittal.
The bench also questioned
the High Court’s decision to
delve deep into the merits
of the case.

Justice Pardiwala said:
‘Is this how you grant bail?
‘We will not repeat the High
Court’s mistake.’

The Court also noted
its concern over the High
Court’s comment that no
reason was shown for ar-
rest, despite the case in-
volving serious charges
under IPC Section 302.

residential

approval from the competent
authority, police proceeded
with the formal attachment
as per legal provisions.

Sopore Police reaffirm their
commitment to dismantling
the terror ecosystem in the
region not just by neutral-
izing operatives, but also by
targeting those who support
or shelter them.

The public is strongly ad-
vised to avoid providing any
form of support—direct or
indirect to terrorists or their
affiliates. Strict legal action
will be taken against anyone
found involved.
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SECURITY LAPSES AT OVER 100 SPOTS  Delhi CM says she welcomes
DETECTED IN CHECKS AHEAD OF I-DAY

Copsin Delhi are working and planning foolproof, robust
security in view of high alert ahead of Independence Day

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

head of Indepen-
dence Day, Delhi
olice conducted

comprehensive checks at
key places in the city, in-
cluding hotels, railway sta-
tions and bus terminals, and
identified security lapses at
over 100 spots, sources said
on Thursday.

The Special Cell, North-
east Delhi, reported lapses
at 16 locations, followed by
13 in East, 12 each in Shah-
dara and North, 11 in Cen-
tral, 10 in Southeast, nine
in South, eight in Metro,
seven in Rohini, and six in
Dwarka, they said.

“Multiple teams of the
Special Cell undertook a
five-day security inspec-
tion drive across various
parts of Delhi in view of the
high alert surrounding the

upcoming national event,”
said a source.

During the inspection,
non-functional CCTV cam-
eras in hotels, parkings, lo-
cations near metro stations,
eateries at metro stations,
several premises near rail-
way stations, bus stands
and many other installa-
tions were flagged.

“The teams also inspected
non-functional door frame
metal detectors (DFMDs),

SC to hear plea to allow
BS-VI end-of- hfe Vehlcles

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to hear
an application seeking to
allow vehicles meeting the
BS-VI emission standards
to operate in the Delhi-
NCR instead of a blanket
age-based ban on vehicles.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice of India BR
Gavai and Justice K Vinod
Chandran agreed to exam-
ine whether BS-VI compli-
ant vehicles should have
an end-of-life period of 15
years for petrol vehicles
and 10 years for diesel ve-
hicles in the NCR.

The bench posted the
matter for hearing next
Monday, after an advo-
cate mentioned the appli-
cation for urgent listing.
The advocate stated that
a direction from the
Supreme Court is nec-

essary to permit such
vehicles to continue op-
erating even after their
life term has expired, as
these periods were estab-
lished by the court itself.
He said the government
can’t alter it, given the apex
court orders relating to
curbing pollution.

In 2015, the National
Green Tribunal directed
that diesel vehicles older
than 10 years and pet-
rol vehicles older than 15
years should no longer be
allowed to operate in Delhi
NCR to combat pollution.
The apex court in 2018 had
upheld the directions of
the NGT.
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security personnel deploy-
ment and improper main-
tenance of visitor records,”
a source said.

Another officer, who
spoke on the condition of
anonymity, said the Special
Cell will write letters to the
DCPs of the concerned dis-
tricts to improve security in
their respective areas.

The inspection, conducted
discreetly by trained teams
of the Special Cell, was

The officer said the Special Cell has
submitted a detailed report of its findings
to senior officers and bas recommended
immediate corrective action.

aimed at assessing the capi-
tal’s preparedness to tackle
any terror threats. It covered
public places known to at-
tract large crowds.

“Teams noticed a lack
of functional DFMDs at
various entry points. Sev-
eral public places had either
switched off their metal de-
tectors, or they did not have
power supply, or were notin
working condition,” said the
officer.

At some places, CCTV
cameras were poorly posi-
tioned. Several public places
did not have adequate light-
ing during night hours.

The officer said the Spe-

cial Cell has submitted a de-
tailed report of its findings
to senior officers and has
recommended immediate
corrective action.

“We cannot afford to ig-
nore these gaps. The DCPs
are already working and
planning foolproof and ro-
bust security in their areas.

“They are also holding
meetings of ACPsand SHOs
of their districts. Local sta-
tion house officers have
been directed to re-inspect
all sensitive spots in their
respective jurisdictions
and submit compliance
reports at the earliest,” the
officer said.

Delhi HC strengthens bench with
— appointment of three new Judges

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Three newly appointed
judges--Shail Jain, Madhu
Jain, and Vinod Kumar
were formally sworn in
at the Delhi High Court
on Thursday, raising the
court’s working strength to
43 judges, against a sanc-
tioned total of 60.

The oath of office was
administered by Chief
Justice Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya following the
central government’s clear-
ance of their appointments.
The swearing-in ceremony
was attended by sitting
judges of the Delhi High
Court, family members
of the appointees, senior
members of the Delhi
High Court Bar Asso-
ciation, and other distin-
guished legal professionals.

PwC India expands in NCR
with state-of-the-art facility

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

New facility will accom-
modate over 1,200 employ-
ees, in line with the region’s
growing strategic impor-
tance in serving domestic
and international clients
Tuesday, 22 July 2025 - PwC
India today announced the
opening of its new office in
DLF Downtown 4, Guru-
gram - its sixth facility in the
NCR.

Spread across 125,000
sq. ft., the new office will be
home to the firm’s growing
workforce in the region. This
expansion brings PwC In-
dia’s total capacity in the NCR
to nearly 8,000 people—na-
tionally PwC India employs

Spread across
125,000s4q.ft., the
new office will be
home to the firm'’s
growingworkforce
in the region.

close to 30,000 people across
20 locations. The office will
feature innovation hubs, cli-
ent experience zones, and
collaborative spaces designed
to foster creativity, enhance
service delivery and support
the firm’s multidisciplinary
approach to solving complex
problems and creating dis-
ruptive value for its clients.
At the opening, Sanjeev Kris-
han, Chairperson, PwCin In-

dia, said, “The opening of our
sixth office in the NCR region
represents the continued de-
mand of our services and
trust of our clients. As a peo-
ple business, our offices are
always centered around our
clients and employees. Our
new office has been designed
as an open, flexible, Gen Z
friendly workspace created
to challenge the conventions
of traditional workplaces.
The contemporary work-
place design and bold interi-
ors that are aligned with our
refreshed brand identity, will
support balance, collabora-
tion, and innovation—giving
our people what they need
to thrive and bring their best
every day, and our clients the
experience they expect.”

'r"ln- ‘

li“f“" Sy
gy mn

il mmnmﬂ;lii '

The appointments were of-
ficially notified by the Min-
istry of Law and Justice on
Tuesday.

Union Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal an-
nounced the selections via
his account on X (formerly
Twitter), stating that they
were made under the au-
thority of the Constitution of
India, in consultation with
the Chief Justice of India.
These appointments are
expected to ease the pres-
sure on Delhi’s judicial sys-

tem, which has long been
hampered by a shortage of
judges and a growing back-
log of cases.

The Supreme Court Col-
legium approved the ap-
pointments of Shail Jain
and Madhu Jain during
its meeting on July 1, 2025.
Vinod Kumar’s elevation
was subsequently cleared
in the Collegium’s July 2
meeting, following a thor-
ough evaluation of each of-
ficer’s judicial track record
and tenure.

‘constructive criticism’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta on Thursday welcomed
“constructive criticism”
over waterlogging and civic
issues in Delhi and lashed
out at the AAP saying her
government is “fixing the
mess” left behind by the
previous regime.

Gupta’s reaction comes
a day after, AAP leaders,
including Leader of Oppo-
sition in Delhi Assembly
Atishi, shared multiple vid-
eos on social media showing
waterlogging in residential
and industrial areas, and
targeted the government for
failing to address the issue.

Speaking at the launch of
Ayushman Arogya Man-
dir health facilities, the
CM said, “The same people
who now post videos say-
ing ‘look at this road, look at
this water’, were in power
five months ago. Why didn’t
they fix it then?”

No immediate reaction
was available from the Aam
Aadmi Party over the Delhi
chief minister’s charges and

The Delbi
government will
now develop seven
super speciality
hospitals in place of
the incomplete ones
and strengthen the
healthcare system
by digitising it,

CM Guptasaid.

claims. Gupta called the op-
position AAP “better half”
of the BJP government say-
ing the party point out
things it could not do while
in power in Delhi for over a
decade. “We welcome con-

structive criticism, but the
truth is that we are now
fixing the mess they left be-
hind,” she said.

Gupta took a dig at AAP
saying she was still looking
for the health model which
it touted as world level.

“They spent thousands of
crores of rupees on hospi-
tals but could not complete
even one. Four ICU hospi-
tals were to be started by
the previous AAP govern-
ment but only pillars were
erected. Even appointments
were stuck and hospitals
were clubbed to be headed
by just one medical superin-
tendent,” the chief minister
said.

The Delhi government will
now develop seven super
speciality hospitals in place
of the incomplete ones and
strengthen the healthcare
system by digitising it, CM
Gupta said.

The BJP government will
rectify every shortcoming
pointed by the AAP leaders
because their party could
not do so while ruling Delhi,
she added.

"Houses, shops of Bihari are
being demolished in Purvanchal'

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MP Sanjay Singh hit out
against the BJP and alleged
that houses and shops of
people from Purvanchal
and Bihar living in Delhi are
being demolished.

He said that those who
were removing people
from Bihar to Delhi would
be removed by the people
of Bihar during the up-
coming polls in the state.
Sanjay Singh said, “Houses
and shops of Purvanchali
and Bihari people living in
Delhi are being demolished.

‘We have protested against
that. Samajwadi Party MPs
from Purvanchal have also
supported our protest. We
stand with the people of
Delhi who are suffering.
We stand with people of

Purvanchal. Those who are
removing people of Bihar in
Delhi, people of Bihar will
remove such people during
the Bihar polls, this is why
we are protesting.”

Earlier, Sanjay Singh sub-
mitted an Adjournment
motion on Wednesday to
draw attention to and hold
a discussion on the human-
itarian crisis arising from
the forceful eviction in the
national capital, New Delhi.
In his letter, the AAP MP
claimed that the evic-
tion of a large number of

women, ch11dren dlsabled
and elderly after the Lok
Sabha elections, and be-
fore the formation of the
newly elected central gov-
ernment, highlighted the
contradiction between the
promises made by the gov-
ernment and its actions.
Singh in his letter further
stated that the demolish-
ment of the homes of the
people not only violated Ar-
ticles 21 and 14 of the Consti-
tution but also reflected the
“insensitivity and brutality”
of the government.

88% seats filled in first round of DU UG admissions

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

As many as 62,565 under-
graduate seats have been
filled at Delhi University at
the end of the first round of
admissions, which is nearly
88 per cent of the total avail-
able UG capacity.

The upgrade window for
the next round has now been
opened and will remain
live till 4:59 pm on July 25.
Of the confirmed admis-
sions, 34,014 are female
and 28,551 are male candi-
dates. A total of 143 orphan
students (77 females and 66
males) and 949 single girl
children have secured seats.

While 16,126 candi-
dates have frozen their
admission, 43,741 have
opted for an upgrade.
DU had allocated over

93,000 seats in the flI‘St

round, significantly exceed-

ing its actual undergradu-
ate seat capacity of just
over 71,000, to account for
withdrawals and rejections.
“Round I has concluded
with 62,565 confirmed ad-
missions, including 34,014
females and 28,551 males,”
a Delhi University official
said. “A total of 143 orphans
and 949 single girl child

=

candidates have been admit-
ted. While 16,126 candidates
have frozen their admission,
43,741 have opted for an up-
grade.”

The admissions process
began on June 17, 2025,
under the Common Seat
Allocation System (CSAS).
After the CUET results
were declared, candidates
were allowed to fill in college
and program preferences.

The admissions process began on June 17,
2025, under the Common Seat Allocation

+ System (CSAS). Afterthe CUET results

were declared, candidates were allowed to
fillin college and program preferences.

The university received its
highest-ever number of
applications this year, over
3.05lakh sign-ups, with 2.39
lakh students successfully
submitting their choices.
Candidates submitted more
than 1.68 crore program-
college combinations.
B.Com (Hons) emerged
as the most preferred
course with nearly 19.9
lakh preferences, followed
by B.Com, B.A. (Hons)
English, Political Science,
and History. Shri Ram

College of Commerce,
Hindu College, and Mi-
randa House were the most
sought-after colleges based
on first preference data.
A majority of candidates,
58.89 per cent, opted for
humanities-based pro-
grams, 20.89 per cent for
commerce, and 20.22 per
cent for science.

Vacant seats as of 2:01 pm
on July 24 have been pub-
lished on the university por-
tal for the benefit of candi-
dates considering upgrades.

Attempt to disrupt functioning of Parl serious threat: HC on security breach case

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Duringa hearing on the bail
application of Manoranjan
D, an accused in the 2023
Parliament security breach
case, the Delhi High Court
orally observed that any at-
tempt to interrupt the func-
tioning of Parliament could
be seen as a deeply alarming
act, with serious implica-
tions for national security.
A division bench of Jus-
tices Vivek Chaudhary and
Shalinder Kaur made the
observation in response to

Manoranjan’s lawyer argu-
ing that his client’s use of
non-toxic smoke canisters
and slogans was a peaceful
protest aimed at highlight-
ing issues like unemploy-
ment.

The bench countered,
“The best way to create
terror in India is to dis-
rupt the Parliament. You
disrupted the Parliament.”
The breach happened on
December 13, 2023, when
Manoranjan and Sagar
Sharma leapt into the
Lok Sabha chamber dur-
ing a live session, while

Neelam Azad and Amol
Shinde protested outside.
All four were arrested for
coordinating the act using
coloured smoke devices.

More recently, the High
Court granted bail to
Neelam Azad and Ma-
hesh Kumawat, requir-
ing a Rs 50,000 personal

bond and two sureties.
Conditions include a ban
on media engagement,
compulsory police station
visits thrice a week, and re-

The bench
countered, “The best
way lo create terror
in Indiais to disrupt
the Parliament.

You disrupted the
Parliament.”
strictions on leaving Delhi.
Delhi Police opposed bail,
presenting evidence under

the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA),

1967. They argued that
the accused posed a risk
of absconding, influenc-
ing witnesses, and ob-
structing investigations
due to their influence.
The defense criticized the
use of UAPA, calling it ex-
cessive and an attempt to
suppress dissent. Allega-
tions also surfaced regard-
ing the assault of the ac-
cused inside Parliament.
On June 7, 2024, Delhi
Police filed a 1,000-page
charge sheet against six
individuals, detailing their
role in the breach, which oc-

curred on the anniversary
of the 2001 Parliament at-
tack. Prosecution sanction
under Sections 16 and 18 of
the UAPA was granted by
the Lieutenant Governor,
based on findings by the Tis
Hazari Review Committee.

The original FIR, lodged
on December 14, 2023, in-
cluded charges under IPC
Sections 186, 353, 452, 153,
34, 1208, and sections of
the UAPA.

The investigation was
subsequently transferred to
the Special Cell’s Counter-
Intelligence Unit.
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DGCA ISSUES SHOW CAUSE NOTICES TO
AIR INDIA FOR MULTIPLE VIOLATIONS

The notices pertain to breaches related to Flight Duty Period and weekly rest
requirements, cabin crew rest and duty norms, crew training, operational procedures.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Wednes-

day issued four show cause
notices to Air India over a
range of regulatory viola-
tions, sources told ANI.

The notices pertain to
breaches related to Flight
Duty Period (FDP) and
Weekly Rest require-
ments, cabin crew rest
and duty norms, crew
training, and operational
procedures.

According to sources, the
show cause notices were
issued on July 23 follow-
ing voluntary disclosures
made by Air India to the
DGCA on June 20 and 21.

Each notice seeks a re-
sponse from the airline
within 14 to 15 days of re-
ceipt, asking why appro-
priate enforcement action
should not be taken under
applicable provisions of
the Aircraft Rules and Civ-
il Aviation Requirements.
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Following the accident, the DGCA
intensified its checks and inspections of
critical safety components to identify
and rectify immediate systemic issues.

In the event of non-com-
pliance, the matter may
be decided ex parte based
on the evidence on record,
says the show cause notice

accessed by ANI.

Air India, while re-
sponding to the develop-
ment in a statement, said,
"We acknowledge receipt

of these notices from the
regulator related to certain
voluntary disclosures that
were made over the last
one year by Air India. We
will respond to the said
notices within the stipu-
lated period. We remain
committed to the safety of
our crew and passengers."

Following the accident,
the DGCA intensified its
checks and inspections of

Govt to notify new vegetable oil regulation
order next week: Food secretary Chopra

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

product integrity.
On import duty cuts in crude edible

critical safety components
to identify and rectify im-
mediate systemic issues.

DGCA continuously
reviews and updates its
surveillance methodol-
ogy based on risk assess-
ment, operator perfor-
mance, fleet performance
and global best practices
such as the guidelines is-
sued by European Union
Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) and Federal Avia-
tion Agency (FAA), the
statement added.

In 2021, the total number
of technical defects report-
ed was 514. In the years
2022, 2023, 2024, and
2025, the technical defects
reported were 528, 448,
421, and 183, respectively,
by the Indian airlines in-
cluded: Alliance Air, In-
digo, SpiceJet, Tata Asia
Airlines Ltd (Vistara), Air
India, Air India Express,
and Akasa Air.

Additionally, 3925 com-
plaints by passengers
have been received by the
DGCA as of July 14, 2025.

95.1% rural households

have access to toilets,
says Jal Shakti Minister

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

According to a government
survey, about 95.1 per cent
of rural households have
access to toilets, 92.7 per
cent have arrangements to
dispose of organic waste
and 78.7 per cent have sys-
tems in place for greywater
disposal, Minister of State
for Jal Shakti V Somanna
said on Thursday.

In a written reply in Lok
Sabha, the minister quoted
findings from the Swachh
Survekshan Grameen 2023-
24 conducted by the Depart-
ment of Drinking Water and
Sanitation, which covered
17,304 villages across 729
districts in the country.

The survey included
feedback from 2,60,059
households and 85,901 pub-
lic places such as schools,
anganwadis, health centres
and markets.

In terms of waste seg-
regation, only 39.9 per cent
households reported segre-
gating waste into biodegrad-
able and non-biodegradable

The survey includedfeedback from
2,60,059 households and 85,901 public
Dplaces such as schools, anganwadis,
health centres and markets.

categories, it said.

At the village level, 45
per cent have exclusive or
shared vehicles to collect
and transport solid waste,
and 29.4 per cent have desig-
nated sheds for storage and
segregation.

For plastic waste manage-
ment, 62.1 per cent villages
reported having forward
linkages in place. Among
the public places surveyed,
91.1 per cent have minimal

stagnant water, and 76.7 per
cent have access to toilets,
the survey showed.

Out of the 437 faecal
sludge treatment plants with
urban linkages, 83.8 per cent
were functional. Of the 1,029
plastic waste management
units surveyed, 61.4 per cent
were operational, while 58.5
per cent of the 451 GOBARd-
han and biogas plants were
found functional, the minis-
ter said, quoting the survey.

Court grants pre-arrest bail to Pharmacy
Council of India chief in corruption case

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The government will notify a new or-
der next week to regulate vegetable oil
products in India with modern, trans-
parent and technologically advanced
provisions, Food Secretary Sanjeev
Chopra said on Thursday.

The 2025 Vegetable Oil Products,
Production and Availability (VOPPA)
Regulation Order will replace the exist-
ing 2011 order and emphasise enhanced
monitoring of edible oil imports, pro-
duction, stocks and sales through digi-
tal tools.

"The associations have been consult-
ed. It's in the final stages now, probably
by next week it will be notified," Cho-
pra told reporters on the sidelines of the
fourth edition of Indian Vegetable Oil
Producers' Association (IVPA) Global
Roundtable.
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The new regulation makes it manda-
tory for the industry to report produc-
tion, sales and pricing figures. "Right
now we are groping in the dark because
we are dependent on the association for
the data," he said.

Addressing the event, the secretary
said the VOPPA framework will track
production, pricing and availability in
real-time, providing critical data to in-
dustry stakeholders while improving
compliance, market monitoring, and

oils, Chopra said the government has
implemented calibrated customs duty
reductions to cushion the impact of
global fluctuations and ensure afford-
ability.

The government is monitoring mar-
ket dynamics, conducting nationwide
inspections and working with indus-
try associations to ensure duty cuts are
"swiftly passed on" to customers for fair
price discovery across the supply chain.

While overall food inflation remains
at its lowest since 2021, edible oil has
seen 20-30 per cent annual inflation
except groundnut oil, which remains a
concern for the government.

Mustard oil prices remain firm,
though government agencies like Nafed
have a stock of 7 lakh tonnes of mustard
seed, which should help ease pressure
on rates.

Gole Market restoration: Traffic curbs in area for 6 mths

A Delhi court has granted
anticipatory bail to Phar-
macy Council of India (PCI)
president Montu M Patel in
an alleged multi-crore-ru-
pee scam, prima facie find-
ing the allegations against
him not backed by "any co-
gent material”.

Inan order on July 23, spe-
cial judge Sushant Chango-
tra said, "The courts are
under a bounden duty to
strike a fair balance vis-a-vis
the protection of personal
liberty of an individual and
the right of the investigat-
ing agency for fair investi-
gation."

The court observed given

the facts of the case, where
the allegations were "prima
facie not supported by any
cogent material”, it would
fail in its duty if Patel’s lib-
erty was not protected.

The CBI conducted
searches at Patel’s premises
after he was booked for al-
leged corruption and sys-
temic irregularities in the
inspection and approval
processes for pharmacy
colleges.

The action against Patel
was taken based on the find-
ings of a preliminary enqui-
ry, indicating instances of
alleged corruption, control
and potential manipula-
tion in granting approvals
to colleges, besides initial
allegations against him of

pre-election inducements
and post-election nepotism.

Judge Changotra, how-
ever, said the accused had
already joined the investiga-
tion and he was not at flight
risk besides no recovery
was to be effected from him
and no facts necessitated his
custodial interrogation.

The alleged offences, the
court said, were punishable
with a maximum punish-
ment of seven years.

Despite the court’s que-
ries, it was observed the
investigating officer (I0)
failed to specify how he had
quoted the bribe amount of
Rs 5,000 crore and instead
said it was arrived at via "se-
cret information" and "me-
dia reports".

The judge said the owner-
ship of the properties worth
Rs 118 crore, allegedly pur-
chased by Patel, was not
specified, nor were the dates
of purchase mentioned.

"Further, perusal of the
case diary of the IO vis-a-
vis the interrogation of the
accused shows that he was
not confronted with the
aforementioned facts. The
said facts on the face of it
make the allegations qua
the above stated quantum
highly doubtful," the order
read.

The court wondered if
the allegations were true,
how was the agency unable
to find any material to sup-
port the case despite investi-
gating it for over two years.

TDG NETWORK
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In view of the conserva-
tion and restoration of the
Gole Market building as a
museum, vehicular move-
ment around the area will
be affected for the next six
months starting July 25, ac-
cording to an advisory issued
on Thursday.

The extensive project
which will be handled by the
New Delhi Municipal Coun-
cil (NDMC), includes the
restoration of the iconic Gole
Market building into a muse-
umand the redevelopment of
surrounding infrastructure,
including the construction of
asubway and a service block.

In a detailed advisory,
the Delhi Traffic Police said
movement between the Gole
Market and Bhai Veer Singh
Marg roundabout will be
restricted in both directions.

However, access to Bhai

Authorities bave warned that
additional regulations and diversions
may be imposed depending on ground
conditions and the progress of work.

Veer Singh Marg will remain
available via Kali Bari Marg,
GPO roundabout, and cer-
tain service lanes.

The traffic restrictions will
come into effect from July 25,
it said.

Authorities have warned
that additional regulations
and diversions may be im-
posed depending on ground
conditions and the progress
of work.

Motorists approaching
from Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Marg (Outer Connaught Cir-
cle) are advised to take a right
at Gole Market roundabout
and proceed via Peshwa
Road or RK Ashram Marg to
reach their destinations, ac-

cording to the advisory.

Vehicles coming from
Mandir Marg towards GPO
roundabout via Gole Market
are directed to use Kali Bari
Marg. Heavy vehicles have
been advised to take Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Road via
Talkatora roundabout and
vice versa, it said.

Similarly, vehicles head-
ing from RK Ashram Marg
towards GPO roundabout
via Gole Market round-
about should use Panch-
kuian Marg, Bangla Lane, or
Peshwa Road, the advisory
added.

In addition to the traffic
curbs, a strict parking ad-
visory has also been issued

and no vehicles will be al-
lowed to be parked on the
service lanes near Gole Mar-
ket roundabout and Udyan
Marg.

Improperly parked vehi-
cles will be towed and pros-
ecuted as per the law; it said.

Delhi Transport Cor-
poration (DTC) bus route
modifications are also un-
der consideration to ensure
smoother public mobility
during the construction pe-
riod, it said.

The traffic police has also
urged commuters to use
public transport to reduce
congestion and to avoid the
affected stretch wherever
possible.

Travellers heading to criti-
cal transit points such as In-
dira Gandhi International
Airport, New Delhi Railway
Station, and ISBT terminals
have been advised to plan
their journeys in advance to
avoid delays.

Police busts interstate gang of carjackers,
burglars; 3 arrested, 15 cases solved

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police has busted a gang of
carjackers and burglars with the ar-
rest of three people, officials said on
Thursday.

The police said they have recovered
stolen vehicles, gold and silver orna-
ments and tools used in robberies from
their possession.

Rajvir Singh (24) and Gurdeep Singh
(21), both residents of MP’s Indore, and
Karan Singh (21) from Maharashtra
were nabbed near Chitragupt Road in
the Paharganj area on July 20, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Central) Ni-
dhin Valsan said.

With their arrest, the police claim
to have worked out 15 cases of vehicle
theft and burglary reported from vari-
ous parts of the national capital.

“Acting on inputs and surveillance of
CCTV footage, a trap was laid and the
three suspects were apprehended,” the
DCP said.

Four stolen motorcycles, around 41

grams of gold or gold-plated metal, 19
grams of silver or silver-plated metal,
four silver bracelets and a large cache
of tools used in vehicle thefts and
house break-ins were recovered, he
said.

“During the search, several of these
items were found to be linked to a case
registered at Sarai Rohilla police sta-
tion. On interrogation, the accused
confessed to their involvement in mul-
tiple thefts,” said the DCP.

The gang primarily targeted residen-
tial areas and parked two-wheelers,
using special tools to break into houses
and steal vehicles, the police said.

According to investigators, the ac-
cused also kept the clothes and shoes
worn during the crimes, which helped
match their identities with CCTV foot-
age from the scenes of the offences.

“One of the stolen motorcycles was
linked to a case registered at Shakar-
pur police station in east Delhi. Three
more stolen bikes were recovered at
the instance of the accused during
further interrogation,” he said.

Rajvir Singh, identified as the mas-
termind, was previously arrested in
2020 in a theft case registered at DBG
Road police station and is also linked to
three more cases in Delhi. Police said
he is an expert in housebreaking and
motor vehicle thefts.

“Rajvir led the gang and facilitated
planning and execution of the crimes.
The other two — Gurdeep and Karan
— assisted in reconnaissance, stealing
and concealing stolen property,” the
DCP said, adding that the cases solved
with their arrest are spread across
multiple districts including Central,
North, East and West Delhi.

5 teenagers held in connection with dacoity case in Delhi's Inderlok

TDG NETWORK
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Five minors were appre-
hended in connection witha
dacoity case in the Inderlok
area of north Delhi, officials
said on Thursday.

The accused, aged between
14 and 17 years, are school
dropouts and struggle with
drug addiction, the police
claimed.

“The incident occurred
on July 19, when the victim,

Shohrab Alam (23), afactory
worker residing in JJ Colony
in Wazirpur, was on his
way home through the Ka-
chra Park near Inderlok. At
around 10 pm, he was alleg-
edly intercepted by a group
of five boys, one of whom
grabbed him from behind
while two others restrained
him,” a police officer stated.

The officer further said
that when Alam resisted,
one of the juveniles alleg-
edly assaulted him with a
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The accused,

aged between 14
and 17 years, are
school dropouts
and struggle with
drug addiction, the
police claimed.

knife, injuring his forearm
and knee. The group then
robbed his mobile phone

and fled the scene.

Alam was taken to the
Deep Chand Bandhu Hos-
pital, where the police were
informed about the incident.
Based on his statement, an
FIR was registered at the
Sarai Rohilla Police Station,
and an investigation was ini-
tiated. A team was formed to
pursue the case.

Despite the absence of
CCTV footage from the
park, the team managed to
trace the escape route of the

accused by scanning sur-
veillance cameras from the
nearby streets and the sur-
rounding factory areas.

“The footage revealed five
suspects fleeing towards
the Zakhira Railway Line.
Through local informants,
two boys were identified
and apprehended near the
Railway Line Daya Basti on
July 21. A sharp-edged knife
used in the offence was also
recovered from their posses-
sion,” the officer said.
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INDIA-UK FTA EXCLUDES DAIRY, OILS,
APPLES; ZERO DUTY ON 95% AGRI EXPO

FTA removes duties up to 70% on processed foods,
benefiting 99.7% of tariff lines

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

interest of domestic

farmers by excluding
dairy products, edible oils
and apples in the free trade
agreement (FTA) with the
UK while securing zero du-
ties on 95 per cent of agri-
culture and processed food
items.

No tariff concession has
been allowed on oats as
well in the FTA, which was
signed on Thursday.

On the other hand, Indian
staples like turmeric, pep-
per, cardamom; processed
goods like mango pulp,
pickles, and pulses; and
marine products such as
shrimp and tuna will enjoy
duty-free access in the UK
market, boosting India’s
agri exports by 20 per cent
over the next three years.

A commerce ministry of-
ficial said there has been a
major gain in the food pro-
cessing sector as products
that earlier faced duties
up to 70 per cent will now
enjoy zero duty on 99.7 per
cent of tariff lines.

In marine and animal
products, the duties will
come down to zero from up
to 20 per cent.

India has protected the

—
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“India’s farmers are
poised to be the biggest
winners of the FTA, which
unlocks premium UK
markets for their produce,
matching or exceeding the
benefits already enjoyed by
exporters from Germany,
the Netherlands, and other
EU nations,” a commerce
ministry official said.

More than 95 per cent of
agricultural and processed
food tariff lines will attract
zero duties on fruits, veg-
etables, cereals; pickles,
spice mixes, fruit pulps;
and ready-to-eat meals and
processed foods.

This will lead to reduc-
tion in landed cost of these
Indian products in the UK
market, boosting India’s ex-
portand enhancing income
of domestic farmers.

“Duty-free access is ex-

pected to increase agri ex-
ports by over 20 per cent
in the next three years,
contributing to India’s goal
of USD 100 billion agri-ex-
ports by 2030,” the official
said.

The FTA would also give
aboost to exports of emerg-
ing products such as jack-
fruits, millets, and organic
herbs.

In agriculture, the UK
imports USD 37.52 billion
worth products, but im-
ports from India are just
USD 811 million.

With regard to the ben-
efits for the blue economy,
the FTA provides for ze-
ro-duty access for 99 per
cent of exports, including
shrimp, tuna, fishmeal, and
feeds. These are currently
taxed in the range of 4.2-8.5
per cent.

market.

the UK statement noted.

in India.

products.

Tariffs on UK products in India to
drop from 15% to 3%

London: India’s average tariff on UK products will drop
from 15 per cent to 3 per cent under the to-be-signed India-
UK FTA, a British government statement said just ahead of
the scheduled signing ceremony in presence of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and his British counterpart Keir Starmer.

The UK statement asserted that British companies selling
products to India -- from soft drinks and cosmetics to cars
and medical devices -- will find it easier to sell to the Indian

Further, British whisky producers will benefit from tariffs
slashed in half, reduced immediately from 150 per cent to
75 per cent and then dropped even further to 40 per cent
over the next ten years - giving the UK an advantage over
international competitors in reaching the Indian market,

“Our landmark trade deal with India is a major win for
Britain. It will create thousands of British jobs across the
UK, unlock new opportunities for businesses and drive
growth in every corner of the country, delivering on our
Plan for Change,” Starmer said in the statement.

The statement added that the British Prime Minister will
welcome nearly £6 billion in new investment and export
wins, which will create over 2,200 British jobs across the
country as Indian firms expand their operations in the UK
and British companies secure new business opportunities

The UK statement further added that these deals will drive
jobs in high-growth sectors like aerospace, technology and
advanced manufacturing - supporting engineers, techni-
cians and supply chain workers, in every corner of the UK.

It also asserted that British workers will enjoy a collective
uplift in wages of £2.2 billion each year and could also see
cheaper prices and more choice on clothes, shoes, and food

ED raids in Rs 3,000-cr bank loan ‘fraud’

against Anil A

TDG NETWORK
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The Enforcement Directorate on Thurs-
day conducted simultaneous raids as
part of an alleged Rs 3,000 crore worth
bank loan fraud linked money launder-
ing case against the companies of Reli-
ance Group chairman Anil Ambani, of-

ficial sources said.

More than 35 premises in Mumbai be-
longing to 50 companies and 25 persons
are being searched under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), they
said. The investigation is being carried
out by a Delhi-based investigation unit of
the ED. The Reliance Anil Ambani group
did not offer an immediate comment.

ED sources said they are probing alle-
gations of illegal loan diversion of around
Rs 3,000 crore, given by the Yes Bank,
to the group companies of Ambani be-
tween 2017 and 2019. The ED has found
that just before the loan was granted,

Yes Bank promoters "received” money
in their concerns, the sources claimed.
The federal probe agency is inves-
tigating this nexus of “bribe” and the
loan. The agency, according to the
sources, is also probing allegations of
“gross violations” in Yes Bank loan ap-
provals to Anil Ambani Group com-
panies, including charges like back-
dated credit approval memorandums
(CAMs), investments proposed with-
out any due diligence/credit analysis

in viola

mbani group com

Ranies

of banks credit policy, the

sources said.
The loans are alleged to have been

Telecom policy draft aims Rs 1L cr
yearly investment, 10 lakh jobs
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The National Telecom Policy
aims to attract Rs 1lakh crore
annual investments and cre-
ate 10 lakh new jobs in the
sector by 2030, according to
the draft document released
by the Department of Tele-
com.

The draft policy aims to
position India among the top
10 global hubs for innovation
and research in emerging
technologies, such as 5G and
6G, Al IoT, and Quantum
Communications.

“The NTP-25 aims to accom-
plish the following strategic
objectives in the Telecom Sec-
tor by 2030...universal and
meaningful connectivity for
all, double the contribution
of the sector to India’s GDP,
...achieve an annual invest-
ment of Rs 1,00,000 crore,”
the draft policy document is-
sued on July 24 said.

The telecom department
has invited public comments
on the proposed policy within
21 days from the date the cir-
cular was issued.

The policy will aim to make
India not only a leading con-
sumer of digital technologies,

(i
R K

but also a trusted global pro-
vider of telecom products,
services, and solutions.

“The National Telecom
Policy 2025 (NTP-25) would
position India to become
the manufacturer of choice
of telecom products for the
world. It outlines a compre-
hensive roadmap for invest-
ment in research, upskilling
of the workforce, infrastruc-
ture modernisation, and effec-
tive spectrum management to
support in a sustainable man-
ner for emerging use cases
across smart cities, industry
4.0, rural broadband, emer-
gency response, and digital
governance,” the draft said.

The policy aims to double
the export of telecom prod-

The telecom
department bas
invited public
comments on the
proposed policy
within 21 days
from the date the
circularwas issued.

ucts and services, the num-
ber of telecommunications
startups and the sectoral
R&D spending on emerging
telecom technologies.

It has set a target to create
an innovation-centric non-
profit company and attain 10
per cent global share in 6G-
related intellectual property
rights by 2030.

Under the NTP-25, the
government will explore the
establishment of a sovereign
patent fund with an objec-
tive of creating a Standard
Essential Patent (SEP) pool
for widely used telecom tech-
nologies and supporting the
development of Standard
Essential Patents (SEPs) in
emerging tech.

“diverted” to many group companies
and shell companies by the entities
involved. The agency is also looking at
some instances of loans given to enti-
ties with weak financials, lack of proper
documentation of loans and due dili-
gence, borrowers having common ad-
dresses and common directors in their
companies etc., the sources said.

The money laundering case stems
from at least two CBI FIRs and reports
shared by the National Housing Bank,
SEBI, National Financial Reporting
Authority (NFRA) and Bank of Baroda,
they said.

These reports indicate, the sources
said, that there was a “well-planned
and thought after scheme” to divert
or siphon off public money by cheat-
ing banks, shareholders, investors and
other public institutions.

Sensex tanks 542 points
on blue-chip sell-offs

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Equity markets fell on Thurs-
day, with the benchmark
Sensex tumbling 542.47
points, amid profit-taking in
blue-chip stocks and foreign
fund outflows.

Despite a positive start,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
failed to carry forward the
momentum and fell later in
the trade. The benchmark
tanked 542.47 points, or 0.66
per cent, to settle at 82,184.17.
During the day, it tumbled
679.42 points, or 0.82 per
cent, to 82,047.22.

As many as 2,410 stocks
declined, while 1,645 ad-
vanced and 166 remained
unchanged on the BSE.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
dropped 157.80 points, or
0.63 per cent, to 25,062.10.

From the Sensex firms,
Trent, Tech Mahindra, Bajaj
Finserv, Reliance Industries,
Infosys, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, HCL Technologies,
and NTPC were among the
biggest laggards.

However, Eternal, Tata Mo-
tors, Sun Pharma, Tata Steel,
and Titan were the gainers.

Infosys declined over 1 per
cent amid profit-taking after
its June quarter earnings an-
nouncement.

In Asian markets, South
Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s Nik-
kei 225 index, Shanghai’s SSE
Composite index and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng settled in
positive territory.

4’1

. A

20 495
P 'lir

7
F [ -“:_- I ra

¢ 3O e
4. -6_.15_1‘5

European markets were
quoting in the green. The
US markets ended higher on
Wednesday.

“Indian equities fell sharply
today (Thursday), reversing
previous gains despite posi-
tive global cues. Initial opti-
mism around the India-UK
free trade agreement gave
way to caution as attention
shifted firmly to earnings.
The IT and FMCG sectors
dragged down large-cap
stocks due to subdued Q1
performance. Though the Q1
earnings are broadly in line,
it does not justify the premi-
um valuation...” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit In-
vestments Litd, said.

India and the UK on Thurs-
day inked a landmark free
trade agreement (FTA) that
will cut tariffs on British
whisky, cars, and an array
of items, besides boosting
bilateral trade by about USD
34 billion annually.

The deal was signed by
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal and his British coun-

terpart Jonathan Reynold in
the presence of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
his British counterpart Keir
Starmer.

The FTA is expected to
benefit 99 per cent Indian
exports from tariff and will
make it easier for British
firms to export whisky, cars,
and other products to India,
besides boosting the overall
trade basket, according to
Indian officials.

“Markets traded under
pressure on the weekly ex-
piry day, reversing Wednes-
day’s gains and continuing
the prevailing downtrend.
After a flat start, the Nifty
gradually moved lower, pri-
marily weighed down by
persistent weakness in IT
majors following Infosys’
results and profit booking
in private banking stocks
after their recent rally. As a
result, the index declined by
over halfa per cent to close at
25,062.10,” Ajit Mishra, SVP,
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd, said.

Govt appoints former Finance Secretary
Ajay Seth as IRDAI chief

The appointment of IRDAI chairman
comes nearly four montbhs after the vacancy
was created following Debasish Panda
completing bis term in March this year.

TDG NETWORK
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The government on Thurs-
day appointed former Fi-
nance and Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth as chair-
man of the Insurance Regu-
latory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI).

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet has
approved Seth’s appoint-
ment as chairperson of the
insurance regulator for a
period of three years or till
the incumbent attains the
age of 65 years or until fur-
ther orders, whichever is the
earliest, a government notifi-
cation said.

Seth, a 1987-batch IAS of-
ficer of the Karnataka cadre,

NSDL to launch IPO,
eyes Rs 4K cr; issue
opens on July 30

TDG NETWORK
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National Securities Deposito-
ry Ltd (NSDL) is set to launch
its Initial Public Offering
(IPO) on July 30, with the is-
sue size pegged at around Rs
4,000 crore.

The depository’s maiden
public issue will conclude on
August 1. The one-day bid-
ding for anchor investors is
scheduled to open on July 29,
according to the Red Herring
Prospectus (RHP).

The IPO only consists of Of-
fer For Sale (OFS) component
of 5.01 crore shares and those
selling shares under thisare --
the National Stock Exchange
of India (NSE), State Bank
of India (SBI), HDFC Bank,
IDBI Bank, Union Bank of
India and Administrator of
Specified Undertaking of the
Unit Trust of India (SUUTI).

Since the public issue is en-
tirely an OFS, NSDL will not
receive any proceeds from the
IPO.

Market sources have pegged
the IPO size to around Rs
4,000 crore.

This upcoming listing will
make NSDL the country’s sec-
ond publicly traded deposi-
tory after Central Depository
Services (CDSL), which was
listed on the NSE in 2017.

The listing of NSDL is cru-
cial in order to comply with
Sebi’s ownership norms.
These regulations require
that no entity can hold more
than 15 per cent of the share-
holding in a depository com-
pany.

NSDL’s principal share-
holders, IDBI Bank and the
NSE, are required to reduce
their stake in the company to
comply with Sebi’s rule. Cur-
rently, IDBI holds 26.10 per
cent and NSE owns 24 per
cent stake in NSDL, which
exceeds the permissible limit.

It is a Sebi-registered mar-
ket infrastructure institu-
tion offering a wide range
of products and services to
the financial and securities
markets in India. Following
the introduction of the De-
positories Act in 1996, NSDL
pioneered the dematerialisa-
tion of securities in India in
November 1996.

retired as Economic Affairs
Secretary in June this year
after a four-year stint.

The appointment of IRDAI
chairman comes nearly four
months after the vacancy
was created following Deba-
sish Panda completing his
term in March this year.

As per the procedure for
the appointment of regula-
tors, the name is suggested

by the Financial Sector Regu-
latory Appointments Search
Committee (FSRASC) head-
ed by the Cabinet Secretary.

Based on interaction with
eligible candidates, FSRASC
recommends the name to the
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet, headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, for
its final approval.

IRDAI is entrusted with the
task of protecting the interest
of insurance policyholders
and bringing about speedy
and orderly growth of the in-

surance industry (including
annuity and superannuation
payments), for the benefit of
the common man and to
provide long term funds for
accelerating growth of the
economy.

It also helps promote fair-
ness, transparency and or-
derly conduct in financial
markets dealing with insur-
ance and build a reliable
management information
system to enforce high stan-
dards of financial soundness
among market players.

‘India’s concert economy to create

1.2 cr temporary
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India’s live event and con-
cert economy is expected to
generate nearly 12 million
(1.2 crore) temporary jobs
by 2030-2032, with over
100 large-format concerts
expected annually across
the country, says global
technology and digital tal-
ent solutions provider NLB
Services.

“Live event and concert
economy in India is wit-
nessing a transformative
phase, which is emerg-
ing not only as a thriving
cultural phenomenon but
also as an employment and
economic driver, poised to
generate nearly 12 million
temporary jobs by 2030-
2032,” NLB Services CEO
Sachin Alug said.

This evolving landscape is
fueling demand for skilled
professionals in production,
logistics, security, hospital-
ity, and digital media, he
stated.

While metropolitan cities
like Mumbai, Delhi, Benga-
luru, and Hyderabad con-
tinue to host major inter-
national and national acts,

the next wave of growth is
clearly shifting toward tier
1T and ITI cities, he said.
“Cities like Shillong, Gu-
wahati, Pune, Jaipur, Ko-
chi, Lucknow, Indore, and
Chandigarh are fast becom-
ing hotspots for high-ener-
gy live events,” Alug said.
He said, each concert gen-
erates 15,000 to 20,000
short-term roles across
venue operations, crowd
management, Food and
Beverage (F&B) services,
stage rigging, digital mar-
keting, content creation, art-
ist management, and more.
Further, he said, the con-
cert economy is acting as a
multiplier for allied sectors
like travel, tourism, hospi-
tality, and F&B as well.
For instance, he said,
Coldplay’s 2024 concert in

jobs by 2032’

Ahmedabad (Gujarat) add-
ed Rs 641 crore to the local
economy, including Rs 72
crore in GST revenue.

Theripple effects included
a 300-350 per cent surge
in flight demand, an 8 per
cent spike in train book-
ings, record-high hotel tar-
iffs (some rooms hitting Rs
90,000 a night), and huge
business for local eateries
and delivery platforms, he
added.

This concert boom is
not just about short-term
engagement, he said, add-
ing that around 10-15 per
cent of temporary roles are
transitioning into full-time
employment, particularly
in domains like audio en-
gineering, digital strategy,
event tech, and production
management.
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INDIA'S EVACUATION MISSIONS FROM CONFLICT
AREAS IN FOREIGN SOIL: ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

OPINION

DR.S.KRISHNAN AND
AVNEET SANDHU

ndia’s Evacuation
IMissions have become

increasingly vital for
safeguarding its citizens
during global crises,
as exemplified by the
recent Sudan conflict in
2023. In this mission,
India demonstrated its
unwavering commitment
to ensuring the safety and
well-being of thousands of
its nationals trapped in the
African nation. However,
these missions also present
a myriad of challenges,
including geopolitical
complexities, operational
difficulties, and resource
constraints.

RISING COMPLEXITY
IN INDIA’S
EVACUATION
MISSIONS
India’s evacuation missions
often involve unstable re-
gions where the security
situation can change rap-
idly, making it difficult to
plan and execute safe evacu-
ations. The recent rescue of
Indians from Sudan high-
lights this complexity, as the
IAF faced intelligence chal-
lenges and a rough landing
environment.

Global crises like the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and the

conflict in Afghanistan have
led to an increased need
for evacuation missions in
challenging circumstances.
In the Kabul mission of Au-
gust 2021, the pilots faced
chaotic and uncontrolled
airspace, emphasizing the
complexity of such opera-
tions.

India’s evacuation mis-
sions often involve not only
Indian citizens but also
foreign nationals, adding
to the logistical challenges
of coordinating with other
governments and interna-
tional organizations. Dur-
ing “Operation Raahat” in
2015, India evacuated over
4,600 Indians and 950 na-
tionals from 41 countries
amid the Yemen crisis.

India’s evacuation mis-
sions require close coor-
dination between various
government agencies, the
armed forces, and inter-
national partners. This
increases the complexity
of such operations, as dem-
onstrated by India’s efforts
to evacuate its citizens from
Ukraine during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic or from
Iraq and Syria.

India’s evacuation mis-
sions are becoming more
complex due to evolving

security threats, such as
terrorism and cyberattacks.
These threats can directly
impact the safety and se-
curity of evacuees and the
personnel involved in the
missions, requiring robust
planning and countermea-
sures to mitigate risks.

Natural disasters caused
by climate change, such as
cyclones and floods, can
hamper evacuation mis-
sions.

With an increasing num-
ber of Indians living, work-
ing, and studying abroad,
the potential for India’s
evacuation missions to in-
volve a more diverse group
of people is growing. This
can create additional com-
plexities in terms of com-
munication, cultural un-
derstanding, and logistical
coordination during evacu-
ation operations.

POLICY SUPPORT
PROVIDED BY THE
GOVERNMENT FOR
INDIA’S EVACUATION
MISSIONS

India’s Prime Minister’s
directive to prepare evacu-
ation plans for Indian citi-
zens in Israel, Sudan and
Ukraine and his emphasis
on regular monitoring and
assessment of their safety
demonstrate the govern-
ment’s unwavering dedica-
tion to protect its nationals
abroad.

The high-level meeting
chaired by India’s PM to
discuss the situation of
Indians trapped, this was
attended by officials from
the Ministry of External
Affairs, the Indian ambas-
sador to Sudan, the Foreign
Secretary, and high-level
officials from the air force
and navy, highlighting the
importance of interagency
coordination in evacuation
missions.

India’s External Affairs
Minister meeting with UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres to discuss the situ-

Union MoS L Murugan receives 165 Indian evacuees from Israel on their arrival at AFS Palam
under Operation Sindhu from Amman, Jordan

ation, emphasizing the role
of diplomacy in facilitating
evacuation missions.

The Indian government’s
allocation of resources, such
as the deployment of Indian
Air Force C-130] Super Her-
cules aircraft for evacuation
missions like the one in Su-
dan in 2023, demonstrates
support for the missions.

The Ministry of External
Affairs’ cautionary state-
ment to Indians in countries
like Iran, Ukraine, Sudan
etc about active fighting
near conflicted areas, em-
phasizing the role of effec-
tive public communication
in ensuring the safety of
citizens during evacuation
missions.

The specialized train-
ing provided to the IAF’s
special operations crew,
like the C-130] squadrons,
which helped in successful
evacuation missions such as
the ones in Afghanistan and
Sudan.

During the Vande Bharat
Mission in 2020, India
worked closely with host
countries to ensure the safe
repatriation of Indian citi-
zens from various nations,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of coordination with

host countries for successful
evacuation missions.

OPERATIONAL
CHALLENGES

FACED IN INDIA'S
EVACUATION
MISSIONS

Evacuation missions can
face challenges due to in-
sufficient information about
local conditions, hindering
effective planning and exe-
cution. Coordinating trans-
portation, navigating diffi-
cult terrain, and providing
basic necessities like food
and water can be challeng-
ing during evacuation mis-
sions. For instance, Indian
citizens trapped in Sudan in
2023 faced difficulties due
to a lack of electricity, food,
and water, highlighting
the logistical challenges in
evacuation missions. Lan-
guage differences, poor
communication infrastruc-
ture, and limited access to
local authorities can com-
plicate coordination and
rescue efforts. In many
evacuation scenarios, the
situation on the ground can
change rapidly, requiring
flexibility and adaptability
from the mission planners
and the personnel involved.

This adds another layer of
complexity to India’s evac-
uation missions, as deci-
sion-makers must quickly
respond to new informa-
tion and adjust their plans
accordingly. Estimating the
exact number of citizens
who require evacuation
can be difficult, leading to
challenges in planning and
executing evacuation mis-
sions. Evacuation missions
may involve coordinating
with foreign governments
or navigating complex po-
litical situations, such as
India maintaining contact
with the U.S., Saudi Arabia,
the UK., and the UAE dur-
ing the Sudan evacuation in
2023.

OPERATIONAL
CHALLENGES

AND POLICY
RECOMMENDATIONS
New Delhi should continue
to build on its rich experi-
ence. However, it must also
realize that there is sig-
nificant scope for improve-
ment. A larger and increas-
ingly mobile and diverse
diaspora poses new com-
munication, coordination,
and operational challenges
for the Indian government

to conduct such future
operations efficiently. To
ensure the protection and
safe homecoming of its mi-
grants, address recurrent
shortcomings, and over-
come such challenges, the
Indian government must
strive to collaborate with
regional and global part-
ners to improve intelligence
collection and sharing for
better situational aware-
ness, like during the Yemen
evacuation mission, which
involved coordination with
several countries. There is a
need to establish joint task
forces with friendly coun-
tries to streamline coordina-
tion between different gov-
ernment agencies, foreign
governments, and interna-
tional organizations, similar
to the collaboration during
the Nepal earthquake relief
operations.

The Indian Government
need to continue investing
in cutting-edge technology,
such as the C-130] Super
Hercules and C-17 Globe-
master aircraft, to enhance
evacuation capabilities and
ensure mission success, as
seen in the Sudan evacua-
tion.

Further, focus also needs
to be on strengthening the
training and capabilities of
special forces like the Ga-
rud commandos, who par-
ticipated in the Herat em-
bassy evacuation mission,
to guarantee the safety of
Indian citizens abroad. The
Indian Government should
conduct regular simulations
and exercises with regional
partners to prepare com-
prehensive contingency
plans for different scenar-
ios, ensuring timely and
effective responses in real-
life situations. And finally,
to actively participate in
regional forums and estab-
lish joint mechanisms with
countries in the region, as
well as those with signifi-
cant citizens in crisis zones.
This will ensure smooth

cooperation during evacu-
ation missions.

Despite varying local con-
ditions that require flex-
ibility and adaptation, all
evacuations include core
operations that call for stan-
dard operating procedures.
The Indian mantra of ju-
gaad (muddling through
with quick-fix solutions)
must therefore be the excep-
tion and not the norm.

WAY AHEAD

India is not a newcomer to
diaspora evacuation op-
erations, having conducted
more than thirty missions
across Asia and Africa
since 1947. However, given
the lack of any formal doc-
trine or emergency plan,
the past success of Indian
evacuation missions has
mostly been due to the indi-
vidual sacrifices of officials
in its diplomatic corps, flag-
ship carrier Air India, and
armed forces. New Delhi
will not be able to continue
relying on heroic and ad
hoc efforts. Given that the
diaspora is expanding and
becoming more mobile and
assertive, evacuation opera-
tions are likely to become
more frequent, complex,
and distant, which poses
challenges to capacity and
coordination. As the Indian
Armed Forces, in particu-
lar the navy and air force,
develop new capabilities
and interests to operate
out-of-area and in support
of such contingency opera-
tions, there is also a need for
anew civil-military balance
in decision-making, coor-
dination, and operational
matters.

Dr.S.Krishnan is an Associate
Professor in Seedling School of
Law and Governance, Jaipur
National University, Jaipur.
Mr. Avneet Sandhu is a 2nd
Year Student of BBALLB (H)
of Seedling School of Law and
Governance, Jaipur National
University, Jaipur.

OPINION

INDIRA VASHISHTA
CARENA

Enhancing air travel safety
is a critical concern for pas-
sengers, airlines, and regu-
latory bodies alike. The
fear of flying and concerns
about air safety and aircraft
maintenance have intensi-
fied, particularly following
incidents like the Air India
crash in Ahmedabad. This
tragic event has under-
scored the urgent need for
comprehensive strategies
to ensure that air travel
remains one of the safest
modes of transportation.
A detailed plan to address
these issues should include
phasing out older aero-
planes and empowering

pilots to reject aircraft they
deem unsafe without fac-
ing pressure or repercus-
sions. Below is a detailed
plan outlining various
measures to achieve these
goals, which can collective-
ly transform the aviation
industry.

1. MANDATORY AIR-
CRAFT AGE LIMITS
Establishing mandatory
age limits for commercial
aircraft is foundational for
ensuring safety and reli-
ability. Many airlines oper-
ate older aircraft that may
not meet modern safety
standards or technological
advancements. By intro-
ducing regulations that set
amaximum age for aircraft,
airlines would be com-
pelled to retire older mod-
els. This would enhance
safety by ensuring aircraft
are equipped with the latest
safety features and technol-
ogies. Encouraging airlines
to invest in newer, more ef-
ficient models will promote

environmental sustainabil-
ity by reducing emissions
and fuel consumption.

2. RIGOROUS SAFETY
INSPECTIONS
Implementing strict and
regular safety inspections
is crucial, especially for
older aircraft. The avia-
tion industry should adopt
standardised inspection
protocols to ensure com-
pliance with the latest
safety standards, regard-
less of the aircraft’s age.
These inspections should
cover every aspect of the
aircraft, including engines,
navigation systems, and
emergency equipment. It is
vital that if an aircraft fails
to meet safety standards
during these inspections,
it should be grounded un-
til necessary repairs or
upgrades are made. This
proactive approach can
prevent accidents and
enhance passenger con-
fidence in air travel, as it
demonstrates a commit-
ment to maintaining high
safety standards.

3. PILOT AUTHORITY
AND PROTECTION
Empowering pilots with
the authority to refuse
to fly an aircraft they be-
lieve is unsafe is essential
for maintaining safety

in aviation. Policies that
protect pilots when they
exercise this right must
be established, ensuring
they cannot be penalised
for prioritising safety over
operational demands. Pi-
lots should feel supported
in their decision-making
processes, with compre-
hensive training focused on
effectively communicating
concerns and the formal
rejection process. This em-
powerment fosters a safety
culture within airlines,
where the welfare of pas-
sengers is prioritised over
schedules and profits.

4. TRANSPARENT

REPORTING SYSTEMS
Developing anonymous
reporting systems for pi-
lots and crew members is
vital for promoting safety
and accountability with-
in the aviation industry.
These systems would al-
low individuals to report
safety concerns about spe-
cific aircraft without fear
of retaliation or negative
consequences. By foster-
ing a culture of safety and
transparency, airlines can
identify and address issues
before they escalate into
serious problems. Anony-
mous reporting encour-
ages frontline employees to
voice their concerns, lead-

ing to timely interventions
and enhanced safety proto-
cols, ultimately benefiting
the industry.

5. STRICTER
REGULATIONS
REGARDING WEATHER
TOLERANCE
Establishing stricter regu-
lations concerning weather
tolerance is essential for
ensuring safe flight opera-
tions. Mandatory criteria
for visibility, wind speed,
and severe weather condi-
tions should be clearly de-
fined. Airlines must adhere
to these guidelines to pre-
vent flights during adverse
weather situations, which
can pose significant risks
to safety. Enhanced train-
ing for pilots to recognise
and respond effectively to
weather-related challenges
should also be mandated,
equipping them with the
skills to make informed
decisions in unpredictable
conditions.

6. PUBLIC
TRANSPARENCY
Public transparency re-
garding airline fleets’ ages
and safety records is vital
for passengers’ informed
decision-making. Regula-
tions requiring airlines to
disclose this information
could be established, al-

lowing travellers to make
choices based on aircraft
safety. Passengers would
appreciate knowing the
age and maintenance his-
tory of the aircraft they are
flying in, which can influ-
ence their travel decisions.
This transparency can lead
to increased competition
among airlines to maintain
safer fleets and improve
their reputations in the
market, as consumers in-
creasingly prioritise safety
when selecting their carri-
ers.

7. FLIGHT DUTY TIME
LIMITATIONS

Adequate flight duty time
limitations and restrictions
on the number of takeoffs
and landings pilots can
perform daily are essen-
tial for preventing fatigue.
Pilot fatigue is a signifi-
cant risk factor in aviation
safety, and regulations
should mandate minimum
rest periods between shifts
to ensure pilots have ad-
equate recovery time. Pilots
should feel safe report-
ing fatigue without facing
repercussions, ensuring
their well-being is priori-
tised. Additionally, airlines
should implement roster-
ing practices that maintain
a healthy work-life balance
for pilots, contributing to

overall operational safety
and efficiency.

8. PILOT SUPPORT
SYSTEMS

Establishing support sys-
tems for pilots who choose
to reject an aircraft based
on safety concerns is essen-
tial. These systems should
provide access to resources,
counselling, and peer sup-
port to help pilots manage
any pressure or stress asso-
ciated with their decisions.
The aviation industry must
recognise the emotional
and psychological toll of
making safety-related deci-
sions. By offering support,
airlines can ensure that pi-
lots feel empowered to pri-
oritise safety without fear
of negative consequences,
fostering a healthier work
environment.

9. INTERNATIONAL
EMERGENCY
LANDING GUIDELINES
Implementing strict inter-
national guidelines for al-
lowing emergency landings
of passenger aeroplanes,
even in countries with un-
friendly relations, is cru-
cial for ensuring safety.
Such guidelines should
include clear protocols for
communication and coop-
eration between nations
to facilitate emergency

landings. This framework
will ensure that the safety
of passengers and crew is
prioritised above political
concerns, ultimately en-
hancing trust in the global
aviation system.

CONCLUSION
Implementing these mea-
sures can significantly
enhance air travel safety
by phasing out older aero-
planes and empowering pi-
lots. By establishing man-
datory aircraft age limits,
enforcing rigorous safety
inspections, and allowing
pilots to reject unsafe air-
craft, the aviation industry
can create a safer envi-
ronment for passengers
and crew alike. Fostering
transparency, collabora-
tion, and support systems
will contribute to a safety
culture prioritising every-
one involved in air travel.
As the aviation industry
evolves, a commitment to
safety and modernisation
will be paramount in build-
ing trust and confidence
among passengers. By tak-
ing these steps, we can en-
sure that air travel remains
a safe and reliable mode of
transportation for genera-
tions.

Author is a Former Airline Pi-
lot, Airbus 340.
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Adani-operated Mundra port highlights key modern infrastructure facilitating India-UK trade
flows in goods like machinery, textiles, and petroleum products. Adaniports.com
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he economic ties be-
tween India and the
UK stretch back to

the colonial era. The Brit-
ish East India Company,
chartered in 1600, was in-
strumental in early trade.
It traded heavily in spices,
cotton textiles, silk, indigo
dye, saltpeter, tea, and even
opium, among other goods.
By the mid-18th century,
the East India Company
had gained political control
over large parts of India,
and trade became a tool
of imperial policy. Under
Company rule and later
the British Raj (1858-1947),
India’s role in the relation-
ship was primarily as a
supplier of raw materials
and a market for British
manufactured goods. Brit-
ish policies led to Indian
commodities (cotton, jute,
tea, etc.) being exported in
massive quantities to Brit-
ain, while finished British
industrial goods flooded In-
dian markets. This pattern
enriched Britain’s industri-
al economy but deindustri-
alized India - for example,
by 1875 over half of Indian
cloth consumption was met
by imports of cheap Brit-
ish textiles. India’s famed
textile industries and arti-
sans suffered due to high
tariffs and restrictions that
favored British products,
transforming India from
an exporter of textiles into
an exporter of cotton and
other raw materials. The
colonial railways and ca-
nals were built largely to
extract and transport these

EXPLAINER

global trade had plummet-
ed. (In 1950 India account-
ed for only around 1.8%
of world exports, a figure
that would fall to just 0.5%
by 1991.) This legacy of co-
lonial trade would shape
India’s post-independence
approach to foreign trade.

POST-INDEPENDENCE
TRADE TRENDS
(1947-1990)

After independence, India’s
trade relationship with the
UK shifted onto a new
footing. No longer bound
by imperial preferences,
India initially pursued a
strategy of economic self-
sufficiency and protection-
ism, focusing on building
domestic industries. From
the 1950s to the 1980s, In-
dia had a mixed economy
with socialist-inspired five-
year plans, import substitu-
tion policies, and stringent
controls on foreign trade.
In this period, overall trade
volumes remained relative-
ly low, and the UK, while
still an important partner,
saw its dominance reduced
as India diversified its trad-
ing partners. In the early
post-1947 years, historical
ties meant the UK still took
a significant share of In-
dia’s exports (and supplied
a substantial share of im-
ports), but this diminished
over time. India forged
trade links with the Soviet
Union, Europe, and other

(mostly primary products
and a few manufactured
goods), and high tariffs kept
imports (like British capital
goods or consumer prod-
ucts) in check. India’s share
of global trade remained
minuscule, and the UK’s
relative importance to In-
dia also declined. By 1990,
the UK was no longer a top
2 or 3 trading partner for
India as it once had been;
other partners (the USSR,
US, Middle East etc.) had
grown in significance. Nev-
ertheless, historical and
cultural ties (such as the
English language and the
Indian diaspora in Britain)
kept economic channels
open, even if volumes were
modest. This would lay a
foundation for re-engage-
ment once India opened up
its economy.

LIBERALIZATION AND
TRADE EXPANSION
(1991-2020)

India’s economic landscape
changed dramatically after
the 1991 liberalization. Fac-
ing a balance-of-payments
crisis, India undertook
sweeping reforms to open
up its economy - cutting
import tariffs, disman-
tling licensing controls,
and encouraging foreign
investment. This liberal-
ization unleashed India’s
growth and trade volumes
exploded in the following
decades, including with

From the 1950s to 1980s, India followed a protectionist strategy
aimed at self-sufficiency, promoting domestic industry through
import substitution, socialist-inspired five-year plans, and tight
controls on foreign trade within a mixed economy framework.
I This shaped India’s early post-independence economic policy. I

raw materials to ports for
export. In essence, the pre-
independence trade was
one of unequal exchange:
India was a source of ag-
ricultural produce and
minerals for Britain and a
captive market for British
industrial goods, leading to
asignificant drain of wealth
from India. By the time In-
dia gained independence in
1947, the country was im-
poverished and its share of

regions, and by the 1970s-
80s the UK was just one
of many partners. Notably,
in 1973 the UK joined the
European Economic Com-
munity, meaning India-UK
trade thereafter was partly
governed by EU trade poli-
cies rather than a bilateral
colonial framework. In-
dia’s cautious approach to
globalization meant that
through the 1980s, its ex-
port basket was limited

the UK. Bilateral trade was
only a few billion USD in
the early 1990s but grew
steadily thereafter. By the
mid-2010s, goods trade
between India and the UK
had reached around $15 bil-
lion annually, and includ-
ing services, total bilateral
trade was on the order of
$50 billion per year by the
mid-2020s. This surge re-
flected India’s rapid GDP
growth and integration into

India-UK Bilateral Trade and Balance (1990-2025)
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India-UK bilateral trade in goods and services, 1990-2025. The blue and green lines show India’s exports to the UK and the UK’s exports to India (left axis, USD
billions), both rising steeply after 2000. The red dashed line (right axis) shows the UK’s trade balance [exports minus imports), which turned negative as India

consistently exported more to the UK than itimported by the 2010s. Trade growth accelerated after India’s 1991 reforms, with total trade exceeding $50 billion
by 2024-25. globaleconomicnews.au

FROM COLONIALERATO
TRADE DEAL: JOURNEY OF
HISTORIC INDIA-UK PACT

India-UK FTA slashes tariffs on 90% of UK goods and 99% of Indian
exports, making most trade duty-free. Key gains: cheaper Scotch and UK
cars in India; duty-free Indian textiles, rice, tea, and jewelry in the UK—
marking India’s boldest trade liberalization with a Western economy.

global markets, as well as
the UK’s continued inter-
est in India as a trade and
investment destination.

Several factors drove this
growth. India’s economic
reforms and high growth
rates created demand for
British goods and services
(from machinery to finan-
cial services), while India’s
own exports became more
competitive globally. The
large Indian diaspora in
the UK (over 1.5 million
people) also facilitated
business links, investment,
and knowledge transfer,
supporting trade expan-
sion. Meanwhile, two-way
investment flourished: the
UK became a major inves-
tor in India (with £174 bil-
lion UK FDI stock in India
by 2023), and Indian com-
panies invested in the UK
(Indian FDI stock £13.1 bil-
lion, including high-profile
acquisitions like Tata’s
ownership of Jaguar Land
Rover). These investment
ties deepened economic
integration and often
paved the way for greater
trade (for example, Indian-
owned brands manufac-
turing in Britain, or British
financial firms operating in
India).

However, even as abso-

FTA implications for India - Opportunities and challenges

Category

Implications

Textiles and Apparel

UK to eliminate tariffs on =50% of Indian exports including garments; boosts
competitiveness and employment.

Agriculture and Food Products

95% of agri exports to UK duty-free; boosts rice, tea, seafood; protections for dairy
and apples retained.

Gems and Jewelry

job creation.

Tariff-free access for jewelry; benefits diamond and gold ornament exporters and

Pharmaceuticals and Healthcare

duty-free.

Faster regulatory clearance; cheaper medical device imports; pharma inputs

Auto Parts and Industrial Goods

Duty-free access for engineering goods; boosts exports of bicycles, auto parts.

Services and Skilled Professionals

Easier short-term staff movement; mutual qualification recognition; boost for IT,
fintech, and tourism.

Investment and Economic Growth

Greater UK FDI into India expected; growth in infra, renewables, and jobs; adds to
$5 trillion GDP goal.

Competition for Domestic Industries

Cheaper UK goods could challenge domestic liquor, auto, and machinery sec-
tors; pressures ‘Make in India’.

Utilization of the FTA

is crucial.

SMEs need awareness on using FTA; navigating rules of origin and UK standards

Digital Sovereignty and Regulations

Digital trade rules may restrict India’s regulatory power; risks to data localization
and digital sovereignty.

Limited Gains in Mode 4

ments in mobility.

No new visa quotas; limited gains for nurses, engineers; only admin improve-

Trade Balance and Revenue

Imports to rise; surplus may shrink; loss of tariff revenue offset by expected
growth and investment.

Key features of the India—-UK FTA

The 2025 India-UK FTA is a landmark deal aimed at boosting bilateral trade by eliminating barriers across goods, ser-
vices, investment, and digital trade.

Tariff reductions: India will reduce or eliminate tariffs on 90% of British goods, while the UK will remove tariffs on 99%
of Indian exports. This is especially significant for sectors like textiles, automobiles, and spirits. For example, Scotch

whisky tariffs in India will be slashed from 150% to 75% initially, then down to 40%. Indian apparel, rice, tea, and jewel-
lery will enter the UK duty-free, enhancing competitiveness. Sensitive Indian sectors like dairy and apples are excluded
from tariff cuts to protect domestic interests.

Services and investment: The FTA eases market access in telecommunications, banking, and insurance. India con-
firmed a 74% FDI cap in insurance and assured equal treatment for UK firms. Mutual recognition of qualifications in
professions like accountancy and architecture will also improve mobility. Legal services remain outside the agreement.

Business mobility: The deal streamlines visa processing for short-term assignments and intra-company transfers. A
Social Security totalisation agreement prevents double contributions, easing costs for Indian IT and consulting firms.
However, it does not include new long-term visa quotas or major immigration changes.

Government procurement: For the first time, India has opened part of its public procurement market to foreign bid-
ders. UK firms meeting a 20% local content rule can bid for Indian contracts. Indian companies will also gain access to
UK government tenders in sectors like infrastructure and IT.

Digital and IP rules: The FTA promotes free data flows and bars forced data localisation, supporting e-commerce
growth. It includes protections for source code and non-discrimination of digital products. However, critics argue this
may limit India’s regulatory autonomy over Big Tech.

Values-based provisions: The agreement includes India>s first commitments on anti-corruption, labour rights, gender
equity, and environmental standards in any FTA—marking a shift towards values-based trade partnerships.

lute trade volumes grew,
the relative importance of
the UK in India’s trade fell
due to diversification. In
the late 1990s the UK was
India’s ranked as two trad-
ing partners, but by 2019
it had dropped to around
18th among India’s export
destinations as India’s
trade with the US, EU (as
a whole), China, Middle
Eastern and Asian neigh-
bors expanded faster. (For
instance, by 2001 the UK
accounted for about 6% of
India’s goods exports; two
decades later, that share
was smallerresearch-
briefings.files.parliament.

ukresearchbriefings.files.

parliament.uk.) Converse-
ly, India’s importance for

UK trade actually rose in
recent years - by 2024 In-
dia was the UK’s 11th larg-
est trading partner (com-
prising about 2.4% of total
UK trade). This reflects
India’s emerging role as
a major economy and the
UK'’s interest in stronger
ties with fast-growing
markets.

Throughout the 2000s
and 2010s, India and
the UK made efforts to
facilitate trade. They
established a Joint Eco-
nomic and Trade Com-
mittee (JETCO) in 2005
to address barriers and
encourage business co-
operation. They also
launched a “Strategic
Partnership” (2004) and

Ships in Bombay Harbour, c. 1731. Wikimedia Commons

later an “Enhanced Part-
nership” (2015) aiming
(ambitiously) to double
bilateral trade. Many of
these dialogues, howev-
er, were limited in impact
without a formal trade
agreement. Until 2020,
the UK’s trade policy was
constrained by EU mem-
bership - indeed, India
had engaged in protract-
ed free trade negotiations
with the EU from 2007
to 2013 (the proposed
Broad-based Trade and
Investment Agreement),
which stalled over mar-
ket access issues. As a
result, no comprehen-
sive deal materialized in
that period. But once the
UK left the EU (Brexit),

it gained the freedom to
negotiate its own trade
agreements. This opened
the door to a direct India-
UK Free Trade Agreement
- a prospect long dis-
cussed but now feasible in
a post-Brexit world.

After nearly two years
of talks and 15 rounds of
negotiation, India and the
UK concluded a landmark
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) in May 2025. This
deal - described by both
governments as “historic”
- is India’s first compre-
hensive trade pact with a
major Western economy
in decades, and the UK’s
most significant bilateral
trade deal since Brexit.
What is an FTA? In general,
a Free Trade Agreement is
a treaty between countries
to reduce or eliminate tar-
iffs, quotas, and other bar-
riers on trade in goods and
services, and to enhance
economic cooperation.
The India-UK FTA aims
to do exactly that - liber-
alize trade flows between
the two nations, while also
setting rules on invest-
ment, services, and other
economic activities. It is a
“comprehensive economic
partnership” covering not
just tariff cuts but also
chapters on services, in-
tellectual property, digital
trade, government procure-
ment, labor standards, and
more.
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THE MARBLE OF RAJASTHAN: A LEGACY CARVED IN STONE

TDG NETWORK

ajasthan, the land of
kings, is renowned
orits grand palaces,

majestic forts, and vibrant
culture. Among the many
treasures the state boasts,
one of its most celebrated
and enduring legacies is its
marble heritage. Rajasthan
is home to some of the fin-
est marble quarries in the
world and has played a piv-
otal role in shaping India’s
architectural and artistic
landscape through this
prized natural resource.

A GEOLOGICAL GIFT
Marble is a metamorphic
rock formed when lime-
stone is subjected to high
pressure and temperature.
The Aravalli Range, one of
the oldest mountain sys-
tems in the world, is where
this transformation took
place millions of years ago.
Within this geological mar-
vel lies the Makrana region,
the most prominent source
of marble in Rajasthan and
perhaps the most iconic in
all of India.

Makrana marble is world-
renowned for its pure white
hue, fine texture, and high
resistance to water and
weathering. It is this very
marble that was used in
constructing the Taj Mahal,
one of the Seven Wonders
of the World. The fact that
the Taj Mahal has retained
its pristine white brilliance
even after centuries is a
testament to the quality of
Makrana marble.

Besides Makrana, other
important marble-produc-
ing regions in Rajasthan
include Rajsamand, Kis-
hangarh, Udaipur, and Ban-
swara. Each region yields
marble of distinct color,

texture, and quality—from
milky whites to greens and
pinks—making Rajasthana
mosaic of marble varieties.

HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE

The use of marble in Rajas-
than dates back to ancient
times. Temples, palaces,
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and cenotaphs (chhatris)
across the state stand as
monuments to this stone’s
enduring appeal and versa-
tility. The Dilwara Temples
in Mount Abu, built be-
tween the 11th and 13th cen-
turies, are perhaps the most
exquisite example of marble
craftsmanship. These Jain

temples, with their intricate
carvings, delicate jaalis (lat-
ticed screens), and detailed
ceilings, reflect a level of
artistry that remains un-
matched to this day.

In the royal courts of Raj-
asthan, marble was not just
a building material but a
symbol of power, opulence,

and divine connection. Pal-
aces like the City Palace in
Udaipur, Jai Mahalin Jaipur,
and Umaid Bhawan Palace
in Jodhpur incorporate mar-
ble elements extensively.
The cenotaphs of Jaisalmer,
with their delicate marble
work, serve as ethereal me-
morials to royal lineage and
valor.

THE ART OF MARBLE
CRAFTSMANSHIP

The strength of Rajasthan’s
marble legacy lies not just
in its quarries but also in
its generations of skilled
artisans. Known locally
as “moortikars” or marble
sculptors, these craftsmen
have handed down their
skills through centuries,
blending traditional knowl-
edge with evolving aesthet-
ics.

From intricately carved
statues of deities to elegant
fountains, tabletops, and
flooring tiles, Rajasthan’s
marble artisans have con-
tributed both to sacred and
secular spaces. Cities like
Kishangarh and Jaipur have
emerged as hubs for marble
sculptures, furniture, and

home décor, attracting buy-
ers from across India and
the world.

Kishangarh, often dubbed
the “Marble City of India,”
is particularly notable for
its expansive marble mar-
ket and export-oriented
industries. The blending of
modern cutting and polish-
ing technology with hand-
carving techniques has en-
abled Rajasthan to compete
globally while preserving its
rich artisanal traditions.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC
IMPACT

The marble industry is a
major contributor to Rajas-
than’s economy. It provides
employment to lakhs of peo-
ple, directly and indirectly—
from quarry workers and
transporters to sculptors,
polishers, traders, and ex-
porters. It has also fostered
supporting industries,
including diamond-tool
manufacturing, polishing
powder units, and heavy
machinery repair.

However, the economic
benefits have come with
challenges. Marble quarry-
ing is an environmentally
taxing activity. Deforesta-
tion, dust pollution, water
table depletion, and occu-
pational hazards are seri-
ous concerns. Additionally,
unregulated mining prac-
tices in the past have led to
ecological degradation in
several areas.

The Rajasthan govern-
ment, in collaboration with
environmental bodies and
mining associations, has
been taking steps toward
sustainable quarrying
practices. These include
introducing scientific min-
ing, enforcing reclamation
of abandoned mines, and
encouraging the recycling

of marble slurry.

A GLOBAL PRESENCE
Rajasthan’s marble is not
confined to the boundaries
of the state or even the coun-
try. It is a significant export
commodity, with markets
in Europe, the Middle East,
Southeast Asia, and North
America. Global architects
and interior designers in-
creasingly seek out Rajast-
han marble for its elegance
and timeless quality.
Makrana marble, owing
to its historical prestige and
physical properties, enjoys
a Geographical Indication
(GI) tag, ensuring its au-
thenticity and helping local
producers safeguard their
heritage from imitation.

MARBLE IN
CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURE

In today’s modern world,
marble continues to be a
popular choice for luxury
interiors and heritage res-
torations. High-end hotels,
airports, museums, and
luxury residences use Ra-
jasthan marble to evoke a
sense of grandeur and per-
manence.

Notably, the Lotus Temple
in New Delhi, the Birla tem-
ples across various Indian
cities, and the Akshardham

Temple in Delhi are con-
temporary examples where
Rajasthan marble plays a
central aesthetic and struc-
tural role.

Additionally, Rajasthan
has become a preferred
destination for destination
weddings and heritage
tourism, where the marble-
adorned palaces and havelis
serve as fairy-tale venues,
drawing attention back to
this regal stoneA Legacy
Etched in Time

The marble heritage of
Rajasthan is more than a
geological accident—it is a
living tradition, a cultural
identity, and a symbol of In-
dian artistry and resilience.
From the cool corridors
of ancient temples to the
polished floors of modern
hotels, Rajasthan’s marble
continues to shape spaces
and captivate hearts.

As sustainability becomes
the new mantra of develop-
ment, balancing economic
prosperity with environ-
mental stewardship will be
key to preserving this legacy
for generations to come. For
now, each sculpture, pillar,
and floor panel stands as a
silent yet eloquent witness
to Rajasthan’s unbroken ro-
mance with marble—a ro-
mance carved in stone and
polished by time.

Architectural Heritage of Rajasthan: A Living Legacy of Colour & Culture

TDG NETWORK

Rajasthan, the land of kings,
is a vibrant canvas of majes-
tic forts, palaces, spiritual
temples, rich traditions, and
grand festivities. Nestled in
the northwestern part of In-
dia, Rajasthan is more than
just a geographical entity; it
is a timeless cultural trea-
sure. Every street, stone, and
celebration here echoes tales
of valor, devotion, artistry,
and community. The heri-
tage and festivals of Rajast-
han not only reflect its glori-
ous past but also breathe life
into the present, creating a
unique blend of history and
modern vibrance.

ECHOES OF A REGAL
PAST

Rajasthan’s architectural
grandeur is perhaps its most
visually striking feature. The
state is dotted with awe-
inspiring forts and palaces
that stand as proud sym-
bols of its royal legacy. The
Amber Fort in Jaipur, with
its intricate mirror work and
sweeping courtyards, offers
a glimpse into the life of Ra-
jput royalty. Mehrangarh
Fort in Jodhpur, perched
high above the Blue City,
tells tales of war, honor, and
strategy. The City Palace in
Udaipur, surrounded by the
shimmering waters of Lake
Pichola, is a fine example of
Mughal-Rajput architec-
tural fusion.

The Jaisalmer Fort, made
of golden sandstone, rises
like a mirage in the heart of
the Thar Desert and remains
one of the few “living forts”
in the world, with people
still residing within its walls.
Each fort and palace is a liv-
ing museum that narrates
stories through its design,
paintings, murals, and ar-
tifacts.

CULTURAL HERITAGE:

ALIVING TRADITION
The true richness of Rajas-
than lies in its living tradi-
tions. Folk music and dance
are integral to the cultural
landscape. Ghoomar, a tra-
ditional dance performed by
women in swirling ghagras,
and Kalbeliya, the sensuous
dance of the snake charmer
community, mesmerize with
their rhythm and grace. Folk
instruments like the Ravan-
hatta, Morchang, and Saran-
gi evoke deep emotion and
ancestral memory.

Artisans of Rajasthan con-
tinue to keep ancient crafts
alive. From the blue pottery
of Jaipur and block printing
of Sanganer to the miniature
paintings of Kishangarh and
the puppetry of Nagaur,
every region contributes
uniquely to the cultural
fabric. Jewellery making,
mojari crafting, and carpet
weaving are not just trades
but legacies passed down
generations.

Traditional attire, char-
acterized by vibrant colors
and elaborate embroidery,
reflects the Rajasthani spirit
of celebration. The bandhani
turbans and odhnis, along
with silver jewellery and
mirror work, showcase the
local communities’ love for
aesthetics and symbolism.

SPIRITUAL AND
HISTORICAL SITES
Rajasthan is also a land of
spiritual significance. The
Dilwara Temples at Mount
Abu, known for their ex-
quisite marble carvings, are
a Jain architectural marvel.
Pushkar, home to the only
Brahma temple in the world,
draws devotees and seekers
from across the globe. The
Ajmer Sharif Dargah, the
resting place of Sufi saint
Khwaja Moinuddin Ch-
ishti, welcomes pilgrims

of all faiths. The temples
of Ranakpur, Eklingji, and
Karni Mata (famous for its
revered rats) reflect a spiri-
tual devotion deeply rooted
in nature and community.
These sacred places are not
just sites of worship but also
of cultural convergence.

FESTIVALS: THE

SOUL OF RAJASTHAN
Rajasthan’s calendar is
packed with vibrant festivals
that celebrate life, seasons,
deities, and folklore. These
festivals go beyond rituals;

they are immersive cultural
experiences that invite par-
ticipation from locals and
tourists alike.

DESERT FESTIVAL
(JAISALMER)

Held in the heart of the Thar
Desert, this festival showcas-
es camel races, folk music,
turban-tying competitions,
and fire dances. The golden
sands come alive with the
rhythm of drums and the
colors of traditional attire.

PUSHKAR CAMEL

FAIR

One of the world’s largest
livestock fairs, the Pushkar
Camel Fair is a spectacle of
animal trading, rural games,
music, and spirituality. It co-
incides with Kartik Purn-
ima, a significant religious
day for pilgrims bathing in
Pushkar Lake.

TEEJ AND GANGAUR

Celebrated primarily by
women, these festivals
honor Goddess Parvati and
the arrival of the monsoon.
Women dress in green, sing

traditional songs, swing in
courtyards, and carry dec-
orated idols in processions.
They reflect devotion, mari-
tal bliss, and feminine grace.

MEWAR FESTIVAL
(UDAIPUR)

Coinciding with Gangaur,
the Mewar Festival includes
cultural performances, boat
processions on Lake Picho-
la, and a lively display of
regional attire and rituals.
It’s a tribute to Udaipur’s
royal legacy and devotion
to springtime renewal.

MARWAR FESTIVAL
(JODHPUR)

Dedicated to the music and
dance of the Marwar region,
this festival revives tales
of heroism and romance
through performances, pup-
petshows, and competitions,
set against the imposing
Mehrangarh Fort.

DIWALI AND HOLI

Like the rest of India, Di-
wali and Holi are major
festivals in Rajasthan. But
here, they carry a distinctive
charm—palaces are lit with
thousands of lamps, and the
desert towns erupt in color,
music, and joy. Brij Holi
in Bharatpur is especially
famous for its devotional
fervor and flower-laden
celebrations.

CAMEL FESTIVAL
(BIKANER)

Bikaner’s Camel Festival
celebrates the ship of the
desert. Decorated camels pa-
rade, race, and dance, while
spectators enjoy folk music,
fire performances, and local
delicacies.

MODERN
CELEBRATIONS,
TIMELESS ROOTS
What makes Rajasthan
remarkable is how seam-
lessly it blends the old with

the new. Events like the Jai-
pur Literature Festival, Ra-
jasthan International Folk
Festival (RIFF), and World
Sacred Spirit Festival attract
global audiences while root-
ed deeply in regional culture.

In today’s age of globaliza-
tion, these festivals and heri-
tage sites are not just tourist
attractions but embodiments
of a resilient identity. They
empower local communities,
support sustainable tourism,
and reinforce pride in indig-
enous traditions.

PRESERVING THE
LEGACY

While Rajasthan’s heritage
is grand, it also faces chal-
lenges from modernization,
environmental pressures,
and cultural dilution. There
is a growing movement to-
wards preserving both
tangible heritage—like forts
and temples—and intangible
heritage, such as oral tradi-
tions, folk performances,
and crafts.

Government initiatives,
UNESCO recognitions, com-
munity participation, and
responsible tourism have
become crucial tools in pro-
tecting this vibrant legacy.
Encouragingly, the youth of
Rajasthan are increasingly
engaging with their roots,
taking pride in their cul-
ture, and contributing to its
revival and promotion.

CONCLUSION

Rajasthan is not merely a
destination—it is a journey
into the soul of India. Its
heritage and festivals are
windows to a civilization
that values bravery, beauty,
and balance. With each fes-
tival celebrated and each
monument preserved, Raj-
asthan continues to remind
the world that history is not
just to be remembered—it
is to be lived, danced, sung,
and passed on.
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THAILAND-CAMBODIA BORDER CLASHKILLS 12

Clashes occurred in at least six areas, involving small arms,
artillery, rockets, Thai air strikes in major escalation of conflict

AGENCIES
BANGKOK

Thailand and Cambodian
soldiers clashed in several
areas along their border
Thursday in a major esca-
lation of their conflict that
left at least 12 people dead,
mostly civilians. The two
sides fired small arms, ar-
tillery and rockets, and
Thailand also called in air
strikes.

Thai villagers could be
seen on video fleeing their
homes to seek shelter as the
clashes began in the morn-
ing.

Fighting was ongoing in
at least six areas along the
border, Thai Defense Minis-
try spokesperson Surasant
Kongsiri said. The trigger
for the clashes was a mine
explosion along the border
on Wednesday that wound-
ed five Thai soldiers and led
Bangkok to withdraw its
ambassador to Cambodia
and expelled Cambodia’s.

Thailand has also sealed
all land border crossings
while urging its citizens to
leave Cambodia.

The Southeast Asian

neighbors have longstand-
ing border disputes that pe-
riodically flare along their
800-kilometer (500-mile)
frontier and usually result
in brief confrontations that
sometimes involves ex-
changes of gunfire.

But relations have deteri-
orated sharply since a con-
frontation in May that killed
a Cambodian soldier, and
Thursday’s clashes were far
bigger in scale and intensity
than usual.

The first clash Thursday

morning happened in an
area near the ancient Ta
Muen Thom temple along
the border of Thailand’s
Surin province and Cam-
bodia’s Oddar Meanchey
province.

Avideo from the Thai side
showed people running
from their homes and hid-
ing in a concrete bunker as
explosions sounded.

The Thai army said its
forces heard a drone before
seeing six armed Cambo-
dian soldiers moving closer

‘Hamas is hijacking aid and holding
Gaza civilians hostage’: Israel

AGENCIES
TEL [AVIV]

Israeli President Isaac Her-
zog has launched a scathing
attack on Hamas during his
visit to the Gaza Strip, accus-
ing the group of hijacking
humanitarian aid, blocking
a ceasefire, and holding both
hostages and Gaza’s civilian
population in captivity.

“It is the terrorists of
Hamas hijacking aid, and
refusing to agree to a hos-
tage release and ceasefire,
who are kidnapping the ci-
vilian Gaza population and
subjecting them to their
tragic suffering,” Herzog
said on Wednesday after
meeting Israeli command-
ers and soldiers stationed at
the frontlines.

Herzog said he received
a detailed update on the
situation inside Gaza and
claimed that large volumes
of aid were entering the

Strip through efforts coor-
dinated by Israel, the UN,
and the EU, but alleged
that Hamas was preventing
proper distribution.

“Huge quantities of aid
are flowing in - in conjunc-
tion with UN and EU efforts
agreed by Israel. Hamas
loots the aid and prevents
its proper distribution,”
Herzog said in a post on X,
formerly Twitter.

He insisted that Israel re-
mains committed to inter-
national humanitarian law.
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“Even in the midst of war,
we are doing everything
possible to help civilians
in need - in keeping with
international law, and our
Israeli and Jewish values,”
he added.

The President urged global
leaders to stop echoing what
he described as “Hamas
propaganda and lies” and
to demand the immediate
release of hostages.

“I urge leaders from
around the world to look at
the facts, to see the reality...

to Thai military positions at
the border. It said Thai sol-
diers tried to shout at them
to defuse the situation, but
the Cambodian side started
to open fire.

Cambodia’s Defense Min-
istry, however, said Thai-
land deployed a drone first
before opening fire, and that
Cambodia “acted strictly
within the bounds of self-
defense, responding to an
unprovoked incursion by
Thai troops that violated
our territorial integrity.”

Cambodian Prime Min-
ister Hun Manet wrote to
the current president of the
U.N. Security Council ask-
ing for an urgent meeting
“to stop Thailand’s aggres-
sion.”

The Thai army said it
later launched airstrikes on
military targets in Cambo-
dia, while the Cambodian
Defense Ministry said the
Thai jets dropped bombs
on a road near the ancient
Preah Vihear temple, which
has been the site of some of
the most prominent and vi-
olent past conflicts between
the countries.

Thailand’s Foreign Min-
istry accused Cambodia of
attacking both military and
non-military sites in Thai-
land, including a hospital.

“The Royal Thai Gov-
ernment is prepared to
intensify our self-defense
measures if Cambodia per-
sists in its armed attack and
violations upon Thailand’s
sovereignty in accordance
with international law and
principles,” said Nikorndej
Balankura, the ministry’s
spokesperson.

Six university students
drown at Zhongjin
gold mine in China

TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

Six university students
drowned on Wednesday
while on a field visit to a
copper molybdenum mine
in northern China owned
by Shanghai-listed Zhongjin
Gold Corp, according to a
stock exchange filing on
Thursday.

The students from North-
eastern University in
Shenyang fell into a flota-
tion cell - a piece of mining
equipment that uses a liq-
uid solution to extract cop-
per from crushed ore - after
protective grates collapsed.

A teacher was also hurt
in the accident at the mine
located in China’s Inner
Mongolia region, according
to the filing from Zhongjin

Gold, a subsidiary of state-
owned China National Gold
Group Co.

The company said it ac-
tivated an emergency plan
and reported the incident to
the relevant departments of
the local government.

The operator of the mine,
a subsidiary of Zhongjin
Gold, halted production,
the company said in another
stock exchange filing later
on Thursday.

Shares of Zhongjin Gold
closed down 4.4% on
Thursday.

Such field visits have been
organised for years and the
incident was unexpected,
said a teacher from North-
eastern University, accord-
ing to a social media account
belonging to Henan Radio
and Television.

Ex-B'desh’s CJ Khairul Haque detained for sedition

AGENCIES
DHAKA

Bangladesh’s former chief
justice ABM Khairul
Haque was detained here
on Thursday in connection
with three criminal cases,
including a sedition charge,
officials said.

Haque, who served as the
country’s 19th chief justice
from 2010 to 2011, was
known for presiding over
landmark verdicts, includ-
ing the 2011 ruling that de-
clared Bangladesh’s nonpar-
tisan caretaker government
system unconstitutional.

Detective branch officers
picked up the 81-year-old
former judge from his resi-
dence in Dhanmondi area

of the capital, Dhaka Metro-
politan Police deputy com-
missioner Talebur Rahman
told reporters.

“Haqueisaccused in three
cases. Legal procedures are
underway,” Rahman said,
adding that the former chief
justice is likely to be shown
arrested in atleast one of the
cases before being produced
in court.

The cases against him
were filed by different law-
yers in August 2024, shortly
after the then Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League government was
ousted in a violent street
movement led by the Stu-
dents Against Discrimina-
tion (SAD) on August 5.

At the time, Haque was
serving as the chairman of
the Law Commission, a post
he resigned from on August
13.

The first case, filed in Dha-
ka, accused him of fraud
and forgery in allegedly al-
tering the judgment annul-
ling the 13th constitutional

amendment related to the
caretaker system.

A week later an identical
case was filed against him in
river port town of Narayan-
ganj, on the outskirts of the
capital, over the same issue
and in the same month, an-
other case was filed in Dha-
ka by another lawyer over
his alleged corrupt prac-
tices, illegal and fraudulent
judgments.

Haque had authored the
lead judgment that declared
the caretaker government
system in 2011 as “illegal,”
calling the system contrary
to the spirit of the constitu-
tion.

The initial verdict, how-
ever, suggested the next two

subsequent elections could
be held under caretaker
governments while a num-
ber of leading Bangladeshi
jurists strongly argued for
retaining the system for the
sake of the country’s nascent
democracy.

The verdict passed nar-
rowly, with three of the
seven apex court judges
dissenting and three con-
curring, leaving Haque with
the casting vote.

Legal experts and political
commentators later criti-
cised the ruling, arguing
that it undermined demo-
cratic safeguards and paved
the way for Hasina to retain
power without a neutral
electoral mechanism.

Aid groups say Gaza
starvation spreadmg

AGENCIES
JERUSALEM

Scores of aid groups say the
humanitarian situation in
Gaza is worse than ever and
that starvation is spreading,
with Israel blaming the situ-
ation on Hamas.

The crisis is spiraling as I's-
rael and Hamas mull a truce
and comes two weeks after
the European Union an-
nounced an agreement with
Israel to increase the flow of
food to Gaza.

A major dispute in the
ceasefire negotiations, offi-
cials from both sides say, is
over a Hamas demand for
the restoration of a United
Nations-administered relief
network that Israel side-
lined, arguing the Palestin-
ian militant group was steal-
ing food and medicine.

World anger toward Isra-
el’s government is growing
amid increasing reports of
emaciated babies, children
crammed into soup queues
and men tussling over bags
of flour. Foreign doctors vol-
unteering in Gaza say they
too are going hungry. Inter-
national news agencies are
withdrawing staff for fear
of famine.

“Thereis noreal change on
the ground,” Médecins Sans
Frontiéres said in a state-
ment, referring to the July
10 accord between Israel
and the EU. MSF and many
other humanitarian groups
accused Israel of failing to
make good on the arrange-
ment.

“Every day without a sus-
tained flow means more
people dying of preventable
illnesses,” MSF said. “Chil-
dren starve while waiting
for promises that never ar-
rive.”

The World Health Orga-
nization added its voice to
the alarm.“The 2.1 million
people trapped in the war
zone that is Gaza are facing
yet another Kkiller on top of
bombs and bullets: starva-
tion,” said WHO Director-
General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus on Wednesday.
“We are now witnessing a
deadly surge in malnutri-
tion-related deaths.”These
accusations are a “coordi-
nated, scripted campaign,”
according to Israel’s am-
bassador to the UN, Danny

KFAR YONA: The Israeli
military said eight soldiers
were wounded on Thursday
when a driver deliberately
rammed his car into a bus
stop in what police called a
“terror attack.”

The army said two sol-
diers were “moderately
injured” and six “lightly
injured” in the attack at the
Beit Lid junction near Kfar
Yonain central Israel.

“The soldiers were evacu-
ated to a hospital to receive
medical treatment and
their families have been
notified,” it said in a state-
ment.

There has been a spate of
violence in Israel and the
occupied West Bank since
the start of the war against
Hamas in Gaza, triggered
by the Palestinian militants’
attack on October 7, 2023.

Ateenager died in March
this year when police said a
car driven by a Palestinian
man deliberately plowed
into civilians at a bus stop
in northern Israel.

One witness to Thursday’s
ramming said the driver
cut her off the road near
Kfar Yona, then “turned
his wheel to the right, full
gas, as fast as he could,

Israeli military says eight soldiers
wounded in car-ramming attack

and hit as many people as
he could.”

Kineret Hanuka, 45, told
AFP: “ saw only blood and
heard them screaming: ‘It
hurts!"... It was so hard for
me to see this.”

Israel’s Magen David
Adom (MDA first respond-
ers said they received a re-
port at 9:25 am (0625 GMT)
that a vehicle had crashed
into a bus stop near Kfar
Yona.

They said that the wound-
ed had chest, limband head
injuries.

Israeli police spokesman
Dedan Elsdunne described
the incident as a “terror
attack, where a terrorist
rammed his vehicle intoin-
dividuals who were stand-
ing here waiting to catch
the bus.”

“He (the attacker] then
attempted to flee. He aban-
doned his vehicle and fled
from that location. We had
large police forces who im-
mediately arrived here, set
up a perimeter so that we
can locate this individual.”

The car was later recov-
ered and the driveris being
hunted using helicopters,
motorbikes and a special-
ist dog unit, police added.

Danon. Iran-backed Hamas,
which is on terrorism black-
lists in much of the West,
called on Wednesday for
global protests against Israel
“until the siege is broken and
the famine ends.” Thirty-
three Palestinians have died
of malnutrition over the last
48 hours, according to the
Hamas-run health ministry
in Gaza.More than 59,000
people have been killed since
the war started in October
2023, according to the min-
istry. Hamas triggered the
conflict with an attack on Is-

rael that killed 1,200 people
and saw 250 taken hostage.
Israel has lost more than
400 troops in Gaza combat.
Israel says it must continue
the war until the remaining
50 captives — roughly 20 of
who Israel believes are alive
— are freed. It's negotiating
a 60-day truce with Hamas
that would lead to the return
0f 10 living and and around
18 deceased hostages. Dur-
ing the ceasefire, the sides
would continue talks to end
the war permanently and re-
lease the last captives.

FLOOD CHAOS

Residents wade through a flooded street after heavy rains in Pangasinan province. The
Philippines shut down schools and cancelled flights on Thursday as torrential rains,
driven by a typhoon and a separate tropical storm, pounded the country’s northern
island of Luzon, Dagupan City, Philippines. Agencies

EU and China agree to take act10n on climate change

AGENCIES
BEIJING

China and the European
Union have issued a joint
call to action on climate
change during an other-
wise tense bilateral summit
in Beijing on Thursday riven
with major disagreements
over trade and the war in
Ukraine.

The two economic jugger-
nauts issued a joint state-
ment on climate change,
urging more emission cuts

and greater use of green
technology and affirming
their support for the Paris
Climate Agreement as well
as calling for strong action
at the upcoming COP30 cli-
mate summit in Brazil.

“In the fluid and turbu-
lent international situation
today, it is crucial that all
countries, notably the major
economies, maintain policy
continuity and stability and
step up efforts to address
climate change,” the joint
statement said.

Their climate agreement
was a silver lining on a
stormy day where Euro-
pean leaders demanded a

more balanced relationship
with China in talks with
President Xi Jinping.

They highlighted trade in

their opening remarks, call-
ing for concrete progress to
address Europe’s yawning
trade deficit with China.
“As our cooperation has
deepened, so have the im-
balances,” European Com-
mission President Ursula
von der Leyen said. “We
have reached an inflection
point. Rebalancing our bi-
lateral relation is essential.
Because to be sustainable,
relations need to be mutu-
ally beneficial.”
Expectations were low

ahead of the talks, initially
supposed to last two days
but scaled back to one. They
come amid financial uncer-
tainty around the world,
wars in the Middle East and
Ukraine, and the threat of
U.S. tariffs. Neither the EU
nor China is likely to budge
on key issues.

European Council Presi-
dent Anténio Costa called
on China to use its influence
over Russia to bring an end
to the war in Ukraine — a
long-running plea from Eu-

ropean leaders that is likely
to fall again on deaf ears.

Xi called for deeper coop-
eration between China and
Europe to provide stability
in an increasingly complex
world.

Both sides should set
aside differences and seek
common ground, he said, a
phrase he often uses in re-
lationships like the one with
the EU.

China is willing to
strengthen coordination on
climate and make greater

contributions to address-
ing climate change, he said,
but he pushed back against
EU restrictions on Chinese
exports.

“We hope the EU will keep
its trade and investment
markets open, refrain from
using restrictive economic
and trade tools and provide
a good business environ-
ment for Chinese companies
to invest and develop in Eu-
rope,” he said, according to
a readout posted online by
state broadcaster CCTV.
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RUSSIAN PLANE CRASHES INCOUNTRY'S  Hindu temple defaced
FAR EAST, KILLS ALL 48 PEOPLE ON BOARD

The authorities launched a probe on the charge of flight safety violations
thatresulted in multipledeaths,a standard procedureinaviationaccidents.

AGENCIES
MOSCOW

passenger plane
crashed Thursday
in Russia’s Far

East, killing all 48 passen-
gers and crew on board, of-
ficials said.

The Angara Airlines flight
disappeared from radar,
and searchers later found
the burning wreckage of the
plane on a hillside south of
its planned destination in
Tynda, more than 7,000 ki-
lometers (4,350 miles) east
of Moscow, Russia’s Emer-
gency Situations Ministry
said.

Regional Gov. Vasily Or-
lov said in a statement that
all 48 people aboard were
dead, and announced three
days of mourning in the
Amur region over what he
called a “terrible tragedy.”

It wasn’t immediately

-

clear what caused the crash.

Russia’s Interfax news
agency said there were ad-
verse weather conditions at
the time of the crash, citing
unnamed sources in the
emergency services. Several
Russian news outlets also
reported that the aircraft
was almost 50 years old,

citing data taken from the
plane’s tail number.

The Soviet-designed
twin turbo prop plane had
initially departed from
Khabarovsk before making
its way to Blagoveshchensk
on the Russian-Chinese
border and onwards to

Tynda.

Democratic freedoms must
not be misused: PM Modi

AGENCIES
LONDON

India on Thursday flagged
its concerns to the UK over
increasing activities of pro-
Khalistani elements from
British soil, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
asserting that forces with
“extremist ideologies” must
not be allowed to misuse
democratic freedoms.
Modi made the remarks
after meeting his British
counterpart Keir Starmer at
Chequers, the countryside
residence of the UK prime
minister that is located 50
kms northwest of London.
With Starmer by his side,
Modi also said that both In-
dia and the UK are “united
in our view that there can
be no place for double stan-
dards in the fight against
terrorism” as he thanked the
British government for its
“strong” condemnation of
the Pahalgam terror attack.
“We agree that forces with
extremist ideologies must
not be allowed to misuse

T

democratic freedoms. Those
who misuse democratic
freedoms to undermine de-
mocracy itself must be held
to account,” Modi said.

There have been increas-
ing concerns in India about
activities of pro-Khalistani
elements in the UK, espe-
cially after an attack on the
Indian High Commission in
London in March 2023.

India has been flagging its
concerns to the UK over the
activities of pro-Khalistan
elements.

At a media briefing, For-
eign Secretary Vikram Mis-
risaid India shared its views

with the UK on the activities
of the “extremist elements”.

We have noted the fact
that they are increasingly
active and have in the past
and continue to threaten the
safety and security of our
diplomatic missions and
personnel, inciting violence
against our leaders and our
diplomats, he said.

At the same time, Misri
noted that India received
cooperation from the UK
on the issue.

PM Modi also underlined
the need to confront the
challenge of terrorism with
afirm approach.

¥

Images of the reported
crash site circulated by
Russian state media show
debris scattered among
dense forest, surrounded
by plumes of smoke.

Orlov said rescuers had
struggled to reach the site
due toits remote location, 15
kilometers (9 miles) south

of Tynda.

An earlier statement from
the governor said that 49
people had been onboard
the flight, but that number
later was updated to 48. The
reason for the discrepancy
was not immediately clear.

The transport prosecu-
tor’s office in the Far East
said in an online statement
that the plane was attempt-
ingtoland for a second time
when it lost contact with air
traffic control and disap-
peared from radars.

The authorities launched
a probe on the charge of
flight safety violations that
resulted in multiple deaths,
a standard procedure in
aviation accidents.

Aviation incidents have
been frequent in Russia,
especially in recent years
as international sanctions
have squeezed the country’s
aviation sector.

PM Modi condoles
British casualties in
Ahmedabad crash

AGENCIES
LONDON

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday
condoled the deaths of
several British citizens in
last month’s Ahmedabad
plane crash.

“Last month, in the trag-
ic accident that took place
in Ahmedabad, several
of those who lost their
lives were our brothers
and sisters from the UK.
We extend our heart-
felt condolences to their
families,” Modi said with
British counterpart Keir
Starmer by his side after
their talks.

Air India flight AI 171,
operated with the Boeing
787-8, enroute to London
Gatwick, crashed soon af-
ter takeoff from Ahmed-
abad on June 12, killing
260 people, including 241
passengers and crew.

Of the 53 British nation-
als on board, only one

Days of US tech companies building factories
in China, hiring workers in India ‘over’: Trump

AGENCIES
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump has
criticised American tech com-
panies for building factories in
China and hiring workers in India,
warning that under his presidency,

“those days are over”.

Trump made the remarks on
Wednesday at the AI Summit
where he signed three executive
orders related to Artificial Intel-
ligence, including a White House

action plan to utilise Al

He said that for too long, much of
America’s tech industry pursued
a “radical globalism” that left mil-
lions of Americans feeling “dis-

trustful and betrayed.”

“Many of our largest tech com-
panies have reaped the blessings

of American freedom while build-
ing their factories in China, hir-
ing workers in India and slashing
profits in Ireland, you know that.
All the while dismissing and even
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censoring their fellow citizens

right here at home. Under Presi-

dent Trump, those days are over,”
he said.

“Winning the AI race will de-
mand a new spirit of patriotism
and national loyalty in Silicon Val-
ley and long beyond Silicon Valley,”
Trump said.

“We need US technology com-
panies to be all in for America. We
want you to put America first. You
have to do that. That’s all we ask,”
he added.

Trump signed three executive
orders related to Al, including a
‘White House action plan, an order
that establishes a coordinated na-
tional effort to support the Ameri-
can Al industry by promoting the
export of full-stack American AI
technology packages.

Columbia University to pay $220M in

AGENCIES
NEW YORK

Columbia University an-
nounced Wednesday it
has reached a deal with the
Trump administration to
pay more than $220 million
to the federal government
to restore federal research
money that was canceled in
the name of combating anti-
semitism on campus.

Under the agreement, the

Ivy League school will pay
a $200 million settlement
over three years, the univer-
sity said. It will also pay $21
million to resolve alleged civil
rights violations against Jew-
ish employees that occurred
following the Oct. 7, 2023,
Hamas attack on Israel, the
White House said.

“This agreement marks an
important step forward after
a period of sustained federal
scrutiny and institutional

uncertainty,” acting Univer-
sity President Claire Ship-
man said.

The school had been threat-
ened with the potential loss
of billions of dollars in gov-

Of the 53 British
nationals on board,
only one passenger
miraculously
survived the
tragedy.

passenger miraculously
survived the tragedy.

Modi also said that the
people of Indian origin
living in the UK serve as
a living bridge in our re-
lationship.

“They did not just bring
curry from India, but also
creativity, commitment,
and character. Their con-
tribution is not limited to
the UK’s thriving econo-
my — it is equally visible
in the country’s culture,
sports, and public ser-
vice,” he said in his media
statement.

in Australia

AGENCIES
MELBOURNE

A Hindu temple was de-
faced with racist graffiti
along with two Asian-run
restaurants in Melbourne,
raising concerns among
the community members
in Australia, a media report
said on Thursday.

Shree Swaminarayan
Temple on Wadhurst Drive,
Melbourne’s eastern sub-
urb of Boronia, was defaced
with red-painted racist slurs
on Monday morning, the
Australia Today web portal
reported.

Two restaurants located
further on Boronia Road
were painted with the same
slurs on the same day, it
added.

Victoria Police confirmed
the incident, saying that
“There is absolutely no place
at all in our society for hate-
based and racist behaviour”,
the report said.

Shocked with the inci-
dent, President of the Hin-

du Council of Australia,
Victoria chapter, Makrand
Bhagwat, said it “feels like
an attack on our identity,
our right to worship and
freedom of religion,” the
web portal reported.

Victoria’s Premier Jacinta
Allan, in a private message
to temple management,
called the attack “hateful”
and “racist”, the report said.

“What happened this
week was hateful, racist
and deeply disturbing. It
wasn’t just vandalism - it
was a deliberate act of hate,
designed to intimidate, iso-
late, and spread fear,” the
report quoted from Jacinta’s
message.

Meanwhile, the Hindu
Community urged support
from interfaith groups fol-
lowing the incident. The
attack hints at the worry-
ing rise in targeted hate in-
cidents across Melbourne,
the report said.

The report further claimed
that Victoria’s Premier Ja-
cinta Allan had sent a pri-

vate letter to the temple
authorities condemning the
attack. “What happened
this week was hateful, rac-
ist and deeply disturbing.
It wasn’t just vandalism - it
was a deliberate act of hate,
designed to intimidate, iso-
late, and spread fear. It was
an attack on your right to
feel safe and to belong, and
on the values that bind us to-
gether. There’s no place for it
anywhere in Victoria. And it
must be called out for what it
is,” she said in the letter.

“Jackson Taylor raised
this with me directly. He is
a strong voice for your com-
munity, and I want you to
know that we both stand
with you. I'm advised that
Victoria Police are taking
this matter seriously, as they
should. Soon, the Minister
for Multicultural Affairs
will visit the Shree Swami-
narayan Temple to offer the
support of our Government,
and to listen to you and your
community directly,” the let-
ter added.

India-UK defence industrial roadmap

AGENCIES
LONDON

India and the UK on
Thursday firmed up a de-
fence industrial roadmap
for co-development and
co-production of key de-
fence products and plat-
forms in sync with their
overall strategic ties.

The roadmap was final-
ised following wide-rang-
ing talks between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and his British counter-
part Keir Starmer.

The two leaders wel-
comed the finalisation
of a defence industrial
roadmap to promote col-
laboration in co-design,
co-development and co-
production of defence
products to meet the
growing demand in both
countries as well as for the
world market, an Indian
readout said.

Modi and Starmer also
expressed satisfaction at
the deepening defence
and security partnership
between two countries.

There has been an up-
swing in India-UK defence

The roadmap was finalised following
wide-ranging talks between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and bis
British counterpart Keir Starmer.

ties in the last few years.

In October 2021, the
UK'’s Carrier Strike Group
(CSG) visited India and
held India-UK tri-service
exercise Exercise Konkan
Shakti.

The UK Carrier Strike
Group will do a port call
in Mumbai in October as
well.

In November last, both
sides firmed up a state-
ment of intent (Sol) indi-
cating resolve to strength-
en cooperation in electric
propulsion. The two sides
are also looking at the
possibile cooperation in
production of jet engines.

In their talks, Modi and
Starmer also deliberated
on the overall situation in
the Indo-Pacific.

“We have continued to
share our perspectives on
peace and stability in the

Indo-Pacific, the ongo-
ing conflict in Ukraine,
and the situation in West
Asia,” Modi said.

“We support early resto-
ration of peace and stabil-
ity. Respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
all countries is essential.
Today’s era demands de-
velopment, not expansion-
ism,” he said.

The two leaders ex-
pressed satisfaction at the
growing collaboration in
new and emerging tech-
nologies and called for ac-
celerated implementation
of the Technology and Se-
curity Initiative (T'SI).

The TSI, firmed up last
year, focuses on telecom,
critical minerals, artificial
intelligence, biotechnol-
ogy and health technology,
semiconductors, advanced
materials and quantum.

State department approves $322 million

AGENCIES
PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES

The State Department said
Wednesday that it has ap-
proved $322 million in
proposed weapons sales
to Ukraine to enhance its
air defense capabilities

and provide armored com-

i

bat vehicles, coming as the
country works to fend off
escalating Russian attacks.

The potential sales,
which the department said
were notified to Congress,
include $150 million for
the supply, maintenance,

in proposed weapons sales to Ukraine

RUSSIAN DRONES HIT ODESA, DAMAGE
HISTORIC MARKET, UNESCO SITES

KYIV: Russian forces launched a drone attack on the

Ukrainian city of Odesa in the early hours of Thursday,
damaging residential buildings and historic sites, ac-
cording to Governor Oleh Kiper.

Ukraine's State Emergency Service said a nine-story
apartment building was destroyed in the strike. “Resi-
dents of apartments on the fifth through eighth floors
have been left without homes,” the agency said, adding
that parts of the structure are now at risk of collapse.
Firefighters evacuated 33 people and rescued five oth-
ers from blocked apartments.

repair and overhaul of U.S.
armored vehicles, and $172
million for surface-to-air
missile systems.

The approvals come
weeks after Defense Sec-
retary Pete Hegseth di-

rected a pause on other
weapons shipments to
Ukraine to allow the Pen-
tagon to assess its weapons
stockpiles, in a move that
caught the White House
by surprise.

Trump deal to regain federal funding

ernment support, including
more than $400 million in
grants canceled earlier this
year. The administration
pulled the funding because
of what it described as the
university’s failure to squelch
antisemitism on campus
during the Israel-Hamas
war.

Columbia has since agreed
to a series of demands laid
out by the Republican ad-
ministration, including

overhauling the university’s
student disciplinary process
and applying a contentious,
federally endorsed defini-
tion of antisemitism not only
to teaching but to a disciplin-
ary committee that has been
investigating students criti-
cal of Israel.

Wednesday’s agreement —
which does not include an
admission of wrongdoing —
codifies those reforms while
preserving the university’s

autonomy, Shipman said.

Education Secretary Linda
McMahon called the deal “a
seismic shift in our nation’s
fight to hold institutions that
accept American taxpayer
dollars accountable for an-
tisemitic discrimination and
harassment.”

“Columbia’s reforms are a
roadmap for elite universities
that wish to regain the confi-
dence of the American public
by renewing their commit-

ment to truth-seeking, merit,
and civil debate,” McMahon
said in a statement.
As part of the agree-
ment, Columbia agreed to
a series of changes previ-
ously announced in March,
including reviewing its
Middle East curriculum
to make sure it was “com-
prehensive and balanced”
and appointing new faculty
to its Institute for Israel and
Jewish Studies.
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"SAIYAARA" COLLECTS RS 155 CRORE IN SIX DAYS

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

ilmmaker Mohit Su-
ri's romance drama
"Saiyaara", featur-

ing newcomers Ahaan
Panday and Aneet Padda,
has breached Rs 150 crore
mark at the domestic box
office, the makers said on
Thursday.

The movie, produced by
Yash Raj Films (YRF), was
released in theatres last
week and has emerged as a
runaway blockbuster.

Ina press note, the makers
said the film earned Rs 22
crore on Wednesday, which
took its box office score to Rs
155.75 crore.

"Saiyaara" follows Krish,
played by Pandey, an ambi-
tious musician, and Vaani,
played by Padda, a shy lyri-
cist recovering from heart-
break.

The music of "Saiyaara",
which features seven
songs composed by Mit-

hoon, Sachet-Parampara,
Tanishk Bagchi, Rishabh
Kant, Vishal Mishra, Fa-
heem Abdullah and Arslan

Nisami, is already a chart-

buster.

Alongside Pandey and
Padda, the romance also
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stars Geeta Agarwal, Rajesh
Kumar, Varun Badola and
Shaad Randhawa in key
roles.

"Fire in my belly to do the next’: Randeep Hooda

AGENCIES
GURUGRAM

Bollywood actor Randeep
Hooda wishes to do films
that can spark a "fire" in
himself, something to
drive his urge for more
work.

The 'Jaat' star recently
opened up about his up-
coming projects, giving
subtle hints about the
films in the pipeline.

"I am currently in the
stage where I have to
choose. And that is what
gives me the fire in my
belly to do the next," he
told ANI, in reference to

his next releases.
Randeep Hooda has
been on a busy slate late-
ly, including 'Operation
Khukri', which is based
on the real-life events of
2000, when 233 Indian
Army soldiers were taken
hostage by rebel forces in

Sierra Leone, West Africa.
It was followed by a sub-
sequent high-risk mission.

Hooda will be seen in
the role of Major General
Pal Punia, then Company
Commander of the 14th
Mechanised Infantry, who
played a key role in navi-

Ali, Richa board as producers on
'Secrets of a Mountain Serpent'

AGENCIES
VENICE

Bollywood couple Richa
Chadha and Ali Fazal have
come aboard as producers
on 'Secrets of a Mountain
Serpent' through their pro-
duction banner 'Pushing
Button Studios'. The movie
is set to make its world pre-
miere at the 2025 Venice
Film Festival, according to
Variety.

The film is directed by
Nidhi Saxxena, who won
Venice's Biennale College
Fund grant for the project.
Saxena previously helmed
'Sad Letters of an Imaginary
Woman,' which premiered
at the 2024 Busan Interna-
tional Film Festival.

'Secrets of a Mountain Ser-
pent' is co-produced with
Forest Flower Films, the
banner of Cannes Camera
d'Or winner Vimukthi Jaya-
sundara, reported Variety.

According to the outlet,
the movie is set in a remote
Himalayan town during the
1990s. The intimate drama
follows Barkha (Trimala
Adhikari), a school teacher
whose husband is stationed
at the border.

In an environment where

Secrets of a Mountain Serpent'is co-
producedwith Forest Flower Films, the
banner of Cannes Camera d'Orwinner

Vimukthi Jayasundara, reported Variety.

most men are absent and
silence permeates daily life,
Barkha becomes drawn to
Manik Guho (Adil Hus-
sain), a mysterious outsider
who disrupts the delicate
equilibrium of waiting, re-
straint and local mythology.

"We were immediately
drawn to Nidhi's lyrical vi-
sion. This is a story rooted
in myth and yet is startling-
ly relevant today. At PBS,

we believe in backing sto-
rytellers who take creative
risks, and Nidhi has crafted
something singular, poetic,
and soulful,” Chadha and
Fazal said as quoted by Va-
riety.

According to Variety, the
production has completed
filming the movie and is
currently in post-produc-
tion ahead of its premiere at
the Venice Film Festival.

gating the tense standoff
and the rescue operation
of the soldiers.

Earlier this year, Ran-
deep Hooda Films and Ra-
hul Mittra Films acquired
the exclusive film rights to
the operation.

The actor will also re-
unite with his 'Extraction’
director Sam Hargrave
for the upcoming action-
thriller 'Matchbox' along-
side John Cena.

Based on the iconic
Matchbox car line, the film
will show the story of a
group of childhood friends
who come together to stop
a global disaster.
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PICTURE PERFECT

Bollywood actress Tamanna Bhatla poses for a photo durl-n.g Hyundal
India Couture Week 2025, at Taj Palace in New Delhi on Wednesday. (ANI)

Vs

things get

—MRUNAL THAKUR

(Indian actress)

BRAIN PICKING

Never give up on your dreams, no matter how hard

J

'Songs of Forgotten Trees', set to premiere
at Venice Film Festival 2025

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON DC

Director Anurag Kashyapis
all set to present Anuparna
Roy's feature directorial
debut 'Songs of Forgotten
Trees', which will world
premiere at the 82nd Ven-
ice Film Festival, reported
Variety.

The human drama marks
India's only selection in
Venice's Horizons strand,
joining the ranks of previ-
ous films including Chai-
tanya Tamhane's 'Court’
and Karan Tejpal's 'Stolen,’
the latter of which recently
bowed on Prime Video.

Starring Naaz Shaikh and
Sumi Baghel, the Mumbai-
set feature is produced by

Bibhanshu Rai, Romil Modi,
and Ranjan Singh, with co-
production from Navin
Shetty and Roy herself, re-
ported Variety.

According to the outlet,
the film follows Thooya, a
migrant and aspiring ac-
tress who navigates Mum-
bai by leveraging beauty and

wit, occasionally trading
intimacy for opportunity.
When she sublets her sugar
daddy's upscale apartment
to Swetha, a fellow migrant
working a corporate job,
the two women from seem-
ingly different worlds begin
sharing more than just liv-
ing space.

'Bayaan' to premlere at Toronto International Film Festival 2025

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

Huma Qureshi starrer 'Bay-
aan' has been selected for the
world premiere in the presti-
gious Discovery Section of the
Toronto International Film
Festival 2025, to be held in
September.

Helmed by writer-director
Bikas Ranjan Mishra, best
known for his acclaimed

French DJ Snake to performin six cities in India

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Popular French DJ and pro-
ducer D] Snakeis set toarrive
in India for a massive six-city
Sunburn Arena tour across
the nation this year.

As per the press note, the
tour will kick off in Kolkata
on September 26, followed by
Hyderabad on September 27,
Bengaluru on September 28,
Pune on October 3, Mumbai
on October 4 and wrapping
up in Delhi-NCR on Octo-
ber 5.

Fans can expect Sunburn to
unveil an even bigger show-

ancainar u:si% ‘,.‘_ b o
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case and a more electrifying
production this time around,
underscoring D] Snake's
continued recognition of
India's major fanbase with

undying demand.

Tickets for the tour will go
live starting July 26th at 12
PM (Noon) IST, exclusively
on BookMyShow.

The decade-long partner-
ship between D] Snake and
Sunburn stands at its stron-
gest, bringing back the EDM
artist for a third time, after
his last performance in In-
dia in 2022. From sold-out
shows and roaring crowd
chants to fans belting out
every lyric at full volume,
the French hitmaker has
created magic every time he
has hit the stage in India, and
he is now back to bring that

energy to a whole new level.

Speaking about his return
to India, DJ Snake recalled
the love he received from his
Indian fans on his last tour.

"The passion and the love
in India - it all hits different.
I still remember the energy
during my last visit with
thousands of voices singing
every word back to me; It
was pure madness! It's the
way the crowd gives every-
thing they've got. Every time
Icome back, that connection
feels so deep. See you soon
India!" as quoted in a press
note.

Karan Singh, CEO, Sun-

tiff%o

BREAK THE SILENCE

burn, expressed his excite-
ment to welcome D] Snake
back to India.

"D]J Snake's return to India
for his third Sunburn Arena
tour speaks to the incredible
demand and the unique bond
he has built with India over
the years. It's been great
to work with him over the
years and it's truly hearten-
ing to see artists of his stature
come back to perform and to
larger crowds each time. At
Sunburn, our goal hasalways
been to champion Indiaasa
top destination for global tal-
ent by delivering world-class
experiences.

feature film 'Chauranga’,
'Bayaan' is the only Indian
filmin the Discovery section.
The movie was developed
at Film Independent, Los
Angeles and is produced by
Shiladitya Bora of Platoon
One Films, India's film studio
known for multiple Filmfare
award-winning Ghaath (Ber-
linale 2023), National Award
winner Picasso (Amazon
Prime's first direct-to-digi-

tal Marathi film). Bayaanisa
co-production of Platoon One
Films with Madhu Sharma
(Summit Studios), Kunal Ku-
mar, Anuj Guptaas producers
with Switzerland-based Sadik
Keshwani (Guidant Films) as
co-producer. Huma Qureshi
also serves as an Executive
Producer on the film.

The ensemble cast of the
film includes Chandrachur
Singh, Sachin Khedekar,

Sand, Avijit Dutt, Vibhore
Mayank, Sampa Mandal,
Swati Das, Aditi Kanchan
Singh and Perry Chhabra.

Filmmaker Bikas Ranjan
Mishra describes 'Bayaan’
as a poignant reflection of
contemporary India, where
"power and gender intersect
involatile and often invisible
ways," as quoted in a press
release shared by the film's
makers.

Haasan reviews Fahadh Faasil's 'Maareesan’

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Superstar Kamal Haasan
was all praise for Fahadh
Faasil's latest release '"Maa-
reesan'. The actor congrat-
ulated the team for produc-
ing a socially apt film.

Taking to his X handle,
actor Haasan wrote a me-
ticulous review of 'Maa-
reesan', highlighting the
maker's motive to use hu-
mour as a camouflage to
showcase "human emo-
tions" and "dark shadows"
of our society.

Haasan wrote, "Watched

Maareesan - a film that
dances effortlessly be-
tween wit and depth, leav-
ing me laughing, thinking,
and admiring its craft.
Had a wonderful con-
versation with the team

to congratulate them on
this delightful creation.
Beneath its humour lies
a socially conscious lens
on human emotion and
a keen gaze at the darker
shadows of our society.
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Metallic Waves in Bollywood Fashion: How
Actresses Are Embracing the Futuristic Glam

TDG NETWORK

etallic fashion is
having a serious
moment in Bolly-

wood, and it’s not just about
sparkle anymore. The new
wave is all about metallic
waves — flowing, sculpted,
and futuristic silhouettes
that shimmer with every
move. This high-shine
trend has graced red car-
pets, fashion magazines,
and promotional events,
with leading Bollywood
actresses championing the
look in their own unique
ways. Let’s dive into how
the trend is evolving and
who’s making it shine.

DEEPIKA PADUKONE

When it comes toiconic red
carpet appearances, Deep-

Next-Gen Smart Fabri_g:s: Weaving Innovation Into Everyday Wear

«a>

PAWAN GUPTA

Inaworld where technology
is seamlessly integrated into
every aspect of modern lives,
the textile industry remains
no exception. As the wave
of innovation continues to
sweep through the ecosys-
tem, the advent of smart
fabrics represents a remark-
able revolution. At a pivotal
juncture of technology and
fashion, these fabrics carry
the potential to reshape the
clothes we wear, along with
the way we interact with the
environment.

Building up on tech-backed
innovations, smart fabrics
leverage materials that are
incorporated with electronic
components to deliver added
functionality. Unlike tradi-
tional fabrics, smart fabrics
can sense, react, and adapt
to diverse external stimuli.
With the integration of con-
ductive materials, sensors,
and microelectronics, smart
fabrics boast endless possi-
bilities. That said, the sig-
nificant uptick in customer
demands and technological
advancements are bound to
drive the growth of smart
fabrics.

Smart Fabric Technology
poised to Influence the Fu-
ture of Fashion

This rapidly evolving field
is more than just about in-
novative fabrics but serves
as a glimpse into advanced
technologies that can be ap-

ika Padukone is always
ahead of the curve. At the
Cannes Film Festival, she
turned heads in a stunning
metallic saree designed by
Sabyasachi. The saree fea-
tured fluid gold textures
and wave-like draping that
gave the illusion of molten
metal. Paired with state-
ment jewellery and her
signature bold eyes, Deep-
ika proved how traditional
wear can embrace futuris-
tic elements and still look
rooted in Indian aesthetics.

SONAM KAPOOR
AHUJA

Known for pushing the
boundaries of fashion, So-
nam Kapoor Ahujahas of-
ten embraced the metallic
trend with her character-
istic flair. From structured
gowns that look like moving

plied to the fashion industry.
In tandem, the influence of
smart fabrics is becom-
ing more evident with the
launch of smart clothing
that makes garments fash-
ionable and functional. With
in-bult sensors these clothes
are designed to monitor the
wearer’s health, track move-
ments, and communicate
with other devices.

In addition, smart fabrics
are being used to produce
clothing that adapts to the
wearer’s needs. This es-
sentially means that a shirt
could be designed with
sensors that detect the tem-
perature and maintain the
insulation, which would
keep the wearer comfort-
able in different climatic
conditions. The widespread
demand of smart fabrics can
be attributed to their ability
to change colour or patterns
inresponse to external stim-

sculptures to silver pleated
skirts with dramatic flair,
Sonam plays with textures
and silhouettes that reflect
light and draw attention.
At a fashion awards event,
she wore a metallic bronze
gown with exaggerated
wave-like shoulder details,
proving that fashion is as
much about drama as it is
about design.

JANHVI KAPOOR

Janhvi Kapoor, one of
the younger fashion icons
in Bollywood, has been
spotted in several metallic
ensembles that perfectly
blend youthfulness with so-
phistication. A photoshoot
featuring her in a silver me-
tallic bodycon dress with
ripple detailing became
an instant trendsetter. She
kept the makeup minimal

uli, namely heat, touch, and
light.

Significance in Transform-
ing Key Aspects of Daily Life
Smart Fabrics are more than
just afashion statement, but
an opportunity to reshape
health monitoring. The same
is actively being achieved
with shirts that have in-bulit
sensors that can effectively
track the wearer’s heart rate,
breathing, and other vitals,
allowing them to gain real-
time feedback about their
body at all times. In fact,
smart fabrics are also being
applied to design socks that
are capable of detecting foot
ulcers in diabetic patients,
leading to the delivery of
improved preventive health-
care.

Against growing envi-
ronmental consciousness,
smart fabrics also present
the chance to create clothes

and the hair sleek, allow-
ing the outfit to do all the
talking. Her choices show
how metallic waves can be
youthful, edgy, and fashion-
forward.

KIARA ADVANI

At a recent film promo-
tion, Kiara Advani wowed
in a gold metallic gown
with flowing ruffles that
mimicked water waves.
The outfit, designed by a
leading international label,
combined glam with grace.
Kiara’s styling — soft curls
and dewy makeup — bal-
anced the boldness of the
outfit, proving that metal-
lics can be both fierce and
feminine.

WHY METALLIC
WAVES WORK
The beauty of metallic wave

that are eco-friendly. They
can contribute to sustainable
fashion by using ecologically
safe materials like tempera-
ture-regulating fabrics that
are adept at reducing the
need for excessive heating
or cooling. This in turn will
promote efficient energy use
and a smaller environmen-
tal footprint. Furthermore,
clothes made with smart
fabrics could be constructed
to break down easily after
use, mitigating the amount
of waste produced by the
fashion industry.

Enhancing Potential Across
Diverse Industries

The convergence of technol-
ogy and textiles has caused
diverse industries to shift
towards smart fabrics, es-
pecially fashion, fitness,
and military sectors. While
for the fashion industry,
smart fabrics are a testa-

fashion lies in its versatility.
It works across outfit types
— from sarees and lehengas
to dresses and jumpsuits.
The shimmering textures
and undulating cuts of-
fer movement, light play,
and a bold presence that
photographs beautifully.
As Indian fashion grows
more experimental, metal-
lics represent innovation,
power, and glamour.

Bollywood’s leading la-
dies — from Deepika and
Sonam to Janhvi and Kiara
— are not just following the
metallic wave trend; they’re
defining it. As designers
continue to explore new
materials and silhouettes,
and actresses embrace
bold fashion choices, me-
tallic waves are here to stay
— dazzling, dramatic, and
truly cinematic.

ment to limitless creativity
that emerges out of the blend
between fashion and innova-
tion and produces aestheti-
cally pleasing yet tech-driven
garments.

For the sports and fitness
industry, smart fabrics em-
power athletes with robust
monitoring which enhances
training programs, reduces
the risk of injuries, and
provides crucial insights to
both athletes and coaches.
Inaddition, smart fabrics are
poised to play a fundamen-
tal role in the defence sec-
tor by producing advanced
uniforms that feature sen-
sors for detecting chemical
and biological threats and
an adaptive camouflage for
improved stealth.

Final Thoughts

Smart Fabrics symbolise a
masterful blend between
technology and textiles, de-
signed to offer a multitude
of possibilities across mul-
tiple industries. As smart
fabrics continue to push the
boundaries of innovation,
the business ecosystem as
awhole can expect new and
inventive garments with
each launch. Within the
coming years, smart fabrics
are estimated to become an
integral component that will
drive the development of a
more connected and intel-
ligent fashion world.

On bebalf of Pawan Gupta,
Co-founder at Fashinza

Transform your grey hair to gorgeous and
shiny locks with Henna Cream

CLELIA CECILIA ANGELON

While ageing is the primary
cause of greying hair, envi-
ronmental factors including
pollution and UV rays, he-
redity, stress, smoking, and
nutritional deficiencies also
play a significant impact.
‘We often see that premature
greying of the hair is impact-
ing people as young as 20
years old. And this number
is growing every day. How-
ever, every problem has a
solution. There are numer-
ous options for covering
grey hair. A few years ago,
chemical hair dyes were
very common. Resorcinol,
heavy metals, EDTA, PPD,
ammonia, and its byprod-
ucts, ethanolamine, dietha-
nolamine, and triethanol-
amine, are frequently found
in them. Over time, they
damage the hair, and the
byproducts of ammonia are
more damaging than am-
monia itself. These strong
hair colours made of harsh
chemicals are frequently the
cause of cancer and respira-
tory disorders too. Thus the
consumers started looking
for better alternatives.
Although henna was com-
monly used to cover grey
hair, the younger genera-
tion disliked the orangish
tint it created. Henna cream,
a pre mixed henna paste, is
now available in the market.
It comes with an easy to ap-
ply applicator, making the
entire process mess free.
This premixed henna cream
eliminates the need to soak
henna for hours and blend
it with additional herbs, just
to make it more effective.
Since you can apply it your-
self at home, you don’t need
to visit a salon as frequently.
Another issue that many
young people deal with is
also addressed by henna
cream. They love to be fash-
ionable, and love coloring
their hair crazy. With a re-
sult of an orangish tint, it
wasn't preferred by many.
However, henna cream can
be combined with several
Brazilian herbs like jabo-
randi, guaran4, acai, cuma-
ru, and babassu oil to result
in different colours, includ-
ing Natural Black, Natural

Radiant Skin and a

Even during the beight of the rainy
season, when the humidity is at its worst,
the benna cream, which is blended
with Indian berbs like amla, produces
magnificent, glossy bair that is frizz-free.

Brown, Burgundy, Red,
Copper, and even Blonde,
dure to the presence of dif-
ferent herbs. But the great-
est benefit of henna cream
is that it naturally dyes hair,
and even fashionistas adore
it for the variety of colours it
provides.

Even during the height
of the rainy season, when
the humidity is at its worst,
the henna cream, which is
blended with Indian herbs
like amla, produces mag-
nificent, glossy hair that is
frizz-free. Applying henna
cream as a hair mask al-
lows the user to absorb
more nutrients. Because of
the strength they possess
internally, it results in hair
that is silky and lustrous
and appears healthy from
the outside.

Henna cream can be sim-
ply washed away with tap
water after application.
Post-coloration shampoos
and conditioners are used
for aftercare to prolong the
life of the hair color. It may
endure up to ten washings
with proper maintenance.
Depending on the growth
rate of the hair, the roots
may require a touch-up.
Additionally, because henna
contains no harsh ingredi-
ents, it can be reapplied as
frequently as desired. With
the use of henna cream, you
may naturally transform
your grey hair into a stun-
ning, flowing masterpiece,
giving you confidence to
flaunt your hair everyday.

By; Clelia Cecilia Angelon,
Founder & CEO, Surya Brasil

Signature Scent: All About
Latest Beauty Discoveries

SANJANA CHAWLA

In my daily conquest of
finding everyday radiance,
glow and luxury, I tried six
new products that brought
a difference in how I look
and, more importantly,
how I feel. Here’s a deep
dive into the standout prod-
ucts that have earned a per-
manent spot on my vanity
- at least for this rainy sea-
son!

My struggle with oily,
acne-prone skin has been
a long-standing battle, es-
pecially in monsoons. The
Re’equil Oil Control Anti-
Acne Face Wash came as a
revelation. This soap-free,
sulfate-free gel cleanser
has become my morn-
ing and evening ritual. It
gently purifies, removing
excess oil and dirt without
over-drying. My skin now
feels balanced, less prone to
breakouts, and remarkably
refreshed.

Late long nights and
screen time has left my
under-eye area looking dull
and tired, with fine lines
starting to make an unwel-
come appearance. The Gin-
seng Cica Eye Cream 1 from
ClayCo has been a true
savior. This cream, packed
with potent ingredients
targets dullness, strength-

& anl

ens the delicate skin bar-
rier, and smooths fine lines.
The intense hydration it
provides lasts all day, and
it blends seamlessly under
makeup.

Dealing with hair fall
and thinning has been a
source of immense frus-
tration and due credits to
work stress. The Bounce
Beauty Raise Fall Fighter
Starter Kit with an ex-
foliator, shampoo, and
treatment was my must-
try hope, and it delivered!
This kit promised to tackle
hair loss and improve hair
density. Within weeks, I
observed noticeably less
hair in my brush and a
healthier scalp. My hair
feels smoother, has more
volume at the roots, and
boasts a new, glossy shine.

It truly felt like I was giving
my hair a new lease on life!

Continuing my hair care
journey, I also discovered
the And Done Hair Take
Control Combo this month.
This dynamic duo—a gentle
shampoo and a lightweight
conditioner—deeply hy-
drates and strengthens my
strands from the inside out.
The shampoo, with its SLS-
free blend of cleansing and
mild surfactants effectively
removes buildup with-
out stripping moisture. A
must-mention is how the
color-protection polymers
ensure my hair color stays
vibrant for longer!

And now to my favou-
rite category - I sought a
fragrance that truly reso-
nated with my evolving
self. The Rose Oud Eau
De Parfum from House of
Moksha is pure enchant-
ment. With top notes of
Cardamom, middle notes
of Rose, Lily, and Jasmine,
and a luxurious base of
Agarwood (Oud), Amber,
Velvet, Musk, and Sandal-
wood, this unisex scent is
a masterful blend of clas-
sic charm and modern
opulence. It’s sophisticated,
bold yet elegant, and its lon-
gevity (12+ hours!) means I
feel enveloped in its intoxi-
cating aroma all day.
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A GOOD STORY DOESN'T LECTURE—NIHIT MOHAN
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practise daily gratitude.
And during personal or
professional setbacks, I

PROF SHIV SETHI

ihit Mohan is a
purpose-driven
author, mentor,

and thought leader whose
writing invites readers to
rediscover the brilliance
that quietly lives within
them. With a successful
career in financial ser-
vices and a soul rooted in
reflection and travel, Ni-
hit has journeyed across
27 countries, learning not
just from books, but from
people, cultures, and ev-
eryday life. His first book,
What School Doesn’t
Teach You, addressed the
gaps between academic
success and life wisdom.
His second project, a tril-
ogy titled Human Super-
powers - Unlock | Unleash
| Uplift, dives deeper—of-
fering readers powerful
frameworks to master
their inner world and live
with clarity, resilience, and
purpose. TDG recently
caught up with the author.
Here are the excerpts from
that conversation.

1. What inspired you to
write Human Superpow-

HUMAN

SUPERPOWERS

Unlock | Unleash | Uplift

NIHIT MOHAN

FOREMAODRD BY PRATIK GaURI

Years ago, I struggled with maths until I
began visualising success and affirming
belief daily. That mindset shift—from
lowfaith, low vision to bigh faith, bigh

exploration of

what it truly means to awak-
en to our own power—not
by learning something new,
but by unlearning what
holds us back.

someone else’s perfection.
In Human Superpowers, 1
wove together global icons
like Satya Nadella with in-
timate personal stories—

3. How do you hope the
book will impact readers?
I hope it becomes more
than a book—it becomes
a mirror. A pause. A com-

helps readers not become
someone new, but remem-
ber who they already are.

4. How do you apply these
superpowers in your own

call upon resilience—not
for perfection, but to keep
inching forward with
grace.

5. Who is this book for?
For the seeker. The quiet
dreamer. The overworked
professional. The parent re-
discovering joy. The student
drowning in expectations.
It’s for anyone ready to stop
surviving and start living
intentionally. This book of-
fers not just inspiration, but
structure—through frame-
works like the Faith-Vision
Quadrant and Quiver Para-
digm etc.

6. What’s next? Is there
more to come?
Yes—Human Superpowers
is a trilogy. This first book,
Unlock | Unleash | Uplift, is
about personal mastery. The
second explores interper-
sonal powers—empathy, in-
fluence, collaboration. And
the final part unites them all
to build a life of conscious,
collective impact. This isn’t
just a book journey—it’s a
human revolution in the
making.

7. Can you share an in-
stance where real life in-
spired one of the chapters
or frameworks?

Years ago, I struggled with
maths until I began visual-
ising success and affirming
belief daily. That mindset
shift—from low faith, low
vision to high faith, high vi-

ers, and how did the idea . . 2. What makes a good sto- my child’s first words, my pass. In a world full of life? sion—transformed my re-
evolve? VISION— 11 le’le ormed myr esults. Scor: Mg  ry—and how did you use move to Singapore—sothat ~ deadlines and distractions, They’re not theories to sults.Scoring 97/100 wasn’t
It started not with a bang, storytelling in this book? readers can see themselves Human Superpowers of- me—they’re my survival luck; it was alignment. That

but a whisper—“What if
the extraordinary is already
within us?” That quiet ques-

RUPALI SETHI

“Drug Lords of the World”
by Dr. Binoy Gupta is a
compelling dive into the
dark and demonic world
of drug trafficking which
is a global menace now.
This engaging book pres-
ents a highly captivating
depiction of the world’s
multibillion-dollar drugs
trade, diabolical influence,
oppressive authority, fur-
tive operations and the be-
witching backstage stories
of their infamous kingpins.
In his magnum opus work
“Poetic” Aristotle gives cre-
dence to the belief that Art

97/100 wasn’t luck; it was alignment.

tion surfaced during one of
my morning introspection

and wouldn’t let go. Over
time, it evolved into a deeper

Nefarious World of Narcotics
: _ it -

A good story doesn’t lec-
ture—it listens with you. It
reflects your struggles, not

in those reflections and
ask, “Where is my hidden
strength?”

empires, which they had
once erected on the fiend-
ish foundation of sin, are
destined to crumble down
and fall apart. Here we are
informed that Chicago’s Al
Capone was as famous as
a celebrity through news
media and movies, and
the author relates his story
in the most breathtaking
manner which resonates
depply with the readers
. Quite in a similar fash-
ion, there are many more
whose nefarious deeds
will send cold shivers deep
down the spines of the sen-
sitive readers.

Owing to his remarkable

fers a way back to self—
through gratitude, resil-
ience, vision, and more. It

POEM
Mask of

Terror

P.V. LAXMIPRASAD

They are enemies
of religion, humanity,
co-existence

kit. When I moved to a new
country, I leaned on faith
and vision. As a parent, I

realisation became the seed
for the Quadrant of Faith &
Vision model.

What will India look
like whenitturns 100?

TDG NETWORK

Aditya Pittie’s Viksit Bbarat:
India @2047 answers this
bold question with a rare
mix of clarity, strategic
insight, and national op-
timism. Published in the
lead-up to India’s cente-
nary of independence, this
timely book provides a vi-
sionary roadmap for trans-
forming the country into a
fully developed, globally
influential nation by 2047.
Providing a thorough, ev-
idence-based plan for turn-
ing the country into a fully

BHARAT

INDIA @2047

manifesto for India’s next
quarter-century.

Whether you’re a policy-
maker or a UPSC aspirant,
an entrepreneur or edu-

and Literature have cathar- writing acumen, the author They are Perpetra- developed country by 2047  cator, the book resonates
tic and therapeutic purpos- embarks upon the journey tors of diabolic plots with an economy worth with anyone invested in
es. When the intellectuals of his writing unfolding the Fueling dreaded over $30 trillion each chap-  India’s future. It empow-
dwell on the purpose of personal story and then networks on assorted ter of Viksit Bbarat is an-  ers citizens with knowl-
art and literature, two di- lays bare the smutty un- routes chored in evidence-based edge and ownership of the
vergent schools with their derbelly of their gory and They are hardcore analysis, laying out clear national vision, making it
thoroughly dichotomous gruesome world of narcot- hardliners harbored strategies for economic more than just a book—it’s
standpoint emerge on the ics and when they are gone, On principles of growth, digital transforma-  a participatory manifesto.

literary canvas . Acknowl-
edging the social account-

stories about their descen-
dents begin to shape up.The

grudges, enmities and
emotions

tion, fiscal reform, sustain-
able infrastructure, educa-

The language is simple
and conversational, mak-

ability of the authors, one fact can not be refuted that They have sweet > .
school asserts that Art is Drug Lords and drug Car- tooth for killings Whet./oery oureap Olle} makerora UPSC
for the sake of Life whereas tels have always fascinated On measured scales aspirant, an entrepreneur or educator,

the proponents of the other
school are of the opinion
that Art is primarily for
the sake of Art only. Cer-

us. They are almost like
parallel Governments -
run professionally, but far
more ruthlessly. The illegal

of hatred and animosi-
ties

Masterminding and
engineering tentacles

the book resonates with anyone invested
in India’s future. It empowers citizens

tainly, the writers have an traffic in narcotic drugs of ontimorous lots with knowledge and ownership of the
absoluteautonomy to tread — generates huge amounts of Panic of times ma- i Jvisi kineit th st
upon the paths of their own nn I. n \ nn Bl“ﬂY Gu money. This money is used neuvergd o national oision, maring i more tan jus
choice and follow or negate UF TI'IE W . PTA to bribe, corrupt, threaten Toscript histories of a book—it’s a participatory manifesto.
the set canons laid down Skivéto 2 and even kill politicians blood baths and dark
by the eminent thinkers ! and government officials. shadows
and erudite philosophers pins to the multilayered This illicit money has to be Gruesome pictures tion and skill development, ing the book completely
of the bygone era . Like workings of the smug- laundered through com- of facesand bodies innovation, healthcare and  accessible to general read-
Friedrich Nietzsche, who gling networks, every as- plex money laundering How villainy playing well-being, agricultural ersdespite its encyclopedic
remarks that there is no E‘UE?"_]} StOT”j] becomes profoundly pect of the drug trade has  techniques which leave upon barbaric tunes and rural transformation, content.
art for art’s sake, Dr Binoy L. . ) been deftly dwelled upon the readers with furrows Bomb-plants national security, tourism,  Viksit Bharat: India
Guptahas produced his art Spell - bmdmg when it beg ins to shed in this book. and frowns on their fore- become blood of heritage revival and social @2047 (Fingerprint)
and literature for the sake . . . Every story becomes heads. Many of the Drug revenges equity. stands as one of the most
of society. Not wallowing hght ontheriseandthe Ultlm&ltej%l I profoundly spell-binding Lords have cultivated a Human lives become The book manages to be lucid and ambitious visions
in his personal pains and Ofdrug lords Of grgat notoriety. when it begins to shed Robin Hood type of image revenges of blood both encyclopaedic in its  for India’s future—a must-
sorrows, he lays bare the light on the rise and the often helping the poor and Upon moments scope and remarkably ac-  read for anyone invested in
cadaverous underbelly of ultimate fall of drug lords needy. Their stories have disguised cessible—balancing aca- the country’s next chapter.
our drug- afflicted sordid of great notoriety. Indubi- been converted into block They runwild with demic rigour with public- By combining data, ambi-
society and makes us see  ing the global drug trade. nable origins of the drug tably, It comes out as nem-  buster movies and TV se- glee friendly language. tion, and realism, Aditya
its festering wounds. One of the most gripping cartels, their nasty opera- esis and final retribution rials. Best seller books have Under masks of Pittie combines economic  Pittie presents a future that
By means of his meticu- facets of “Drug Lords” is  tions, and the illegitimate =~ which hammers the fact been written about them. terror foresight with policy clar-  feels both within reach and
lous research, Dr. Gupta its author’s subtle knack socio-economic factors thatevil-doermayclimbup Allthese ghastly and maca- With long trails of ity and strategic depth to  worth striving for. For any-
offers his readers a com-  to unfold the layers of this which help them thrive thesummitofphenomenal bre details are conveyed to destruction lay out the pathway to a  oneinvested in India’s devel-
prehensive and complete  dark and deeply dangerous  and perpetuate their exis- power and amass mind- readers as they flip through T° catchlingering $30-+ trillion economy. This  opmental trajectory, Pittie’s
understanding of the industry. Hethrowsaflood tence.From theriseofthe blowing pelfbutasthetime the pages of this master- minds ever. book is an expansive, opti-  work is not just informa-

complexities surround-

of light on the most abomi-

most ignominious king-

flies, their mighty illegal

piece.

mistic, and data-intensive

tive—it’s inspirational.
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DUCKETT, CRAWLEY GIVE ENGLAND SOLID
START AFTER INDIA BUNDLE OUT FOR 358

AGENCIES
MANCHESTER

ngland openers Ben
Duckett and Zak
Crawley provide a

solid start to the hosts after
bundling out India for 358
in the second session of Day
2 of the fourth Test at Old
Trafford in Manchester on
Thursday.

At the stroke of Tea, the
Ben Stokes-led side was
77/0 with Duckett (43*) and
Crawley (33*) unbeaten on
the crease. The England side
still trails India’s total of 358
by 281 runs.

The second session of Day
2 resumed from 321/6 with
Rishabh Pant (39%) and
Washington Sundar (20%)
unbeaten on the crease.

In the 110th over, Team
India lost two wickets as
Sundar (27) and debutant
Anshul Kamboj (0) were
sent back to the pavilion
by England skipper Ben
Stokes when the side’s score
was 337. Pant completed his
half-century on the first

‘Aessuaon
Aesourcn M

India's KL Rahul plays a shot durlng day 1 of the 4th test match agalnst England at Old
Trafford stadium in Manchester on Wednesday. (@BCCI X/ANI Photo)

ball of the 112th over as he
slammed a boundary on the
bowling of Stokes.

At the score of 349, India
lost the wicket of Pant (54
runs off 75 balls) as he was
cleaned up by right-arm
seamer Jofra Archer. In the
same over, the Shubman
Gill-led side touched the
350-run mark.

After Pant’s dismissal,
right-hand batter Moham-
med Siraj (5%) came out to
bat in the middle.

On the first ball of the 115th
over, India were bowled out
at the score of 358 as right-
hand batter Jasprit Bumrah
(4) was dismissed by Ar-
cher.

For the hosts, the pick of

India ready to host Asia Cup 2025

on neutral venues:

Sources

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI

The Board of Control for Crick-
etin India (BCCI) on Thursday
agreed to host the upcoming
Asia Cup 2025 at a neutral
venue. The venues of the tour-
nament can be Abu Dhabi
and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), as per the sources.

The Asia Cup 2025, a six-
team tournament, will be
played in T20 format this time
around. The sources further
revealed that it is likely that
both India and Pakistan will
be in the same group for the
tournament.

“India is ready to host the
Asia Cup 2025, but at a neutral
venue (Abu Dhabi and UAE),
India and Pakistan will likely
be in the same group,” sources
said.

India is the defending cham-
pion of the Asia Cup. In 2023,
India refused to travel to Paki-
stan for the Asia Cup, and Sri

Lanka was picked as the neu-
tral venue for India’s fixtures.
Earlier this year, Pakistan host-
ed the Champions Trophy, but
India declined to cross the bor-
der and played all its matches
at a neutral venue in Dubai.

In May, various reports and
speculations stormed social
media, suggesting that India
had declined to participate in
this year’s Asia Cup and the
Women’s Emerging Teams
Asia Cup due to cross-border
tensions between India and
Pakistan.The reports claimed

that the BCCI had informed the
Asian Cricket Council (ACC) of
its decision to withdraw from
both events--the Women'’s
Emerging Teams Asia Cup,
scheduled tobe held in Sri Lan-
ka next month, and the Men’s
Asia Cup, slated for September.
BCCI Secretary Devajit Saikia
categorically denied the claims,
stating that the BCCT hasn’t en-
gaged in such conversations or
taken any steps regarding the
ACC events. The BCCI sec-
retary labelled the reports as
“speculative and imaginary.”

the bowlers was Stokes,
who bagged a fifer in his
spell of 24 overs, where he
conceded 72 runs in his
spell. Three wickets were
snapped by Archer (3/73 in
26.1 overs), and one wicket
each was grabbed by right-
arm seamer Chris Woakes
(1/66 in 23 overs) & left-arm
spinner Liam Dawson (1/45

BRIEF SCORE

India 358 all out (Sai
Sudarshan 61, Yashasvi
Jaiswal 58; Ben Stokes
5/72) vs England 77/0
(Ben Duckett 43*, Zak
Crawley 33*; Jasprit
Bumrah 0/22).

in 15 overs) in their respec-
tive spells. In reply to India’s
358, openers Duckett and
Crawley came out to bat
on the crease. Both players
started off the innings care-
fully, but later attacked the
Indian bowlers, especially
right-arm pacer Siraj (0/26
in 4 overs) and Kamboj
(0/29 in 5 overs). Bumrah
was also a little bit expensive
as he gave away 22 runs in
his first five overs.

Earlier in the first session,
the visitors managed to add
just 57 runs in 22 overs, los-
ing two important wickets
along the way. Jofra Archer,
who looked sharp from the
start, gave England the per-
fect start by dismissing Ra-
vindra Jadeja for 20.

Wrestling Legend Hulk

Hogan dies

AGENCIES
FOLRIDA

The wrestling world is griev-
ing the loss of one of its great-
est icons, as legendary wres-
tler Hulk Hogan has passed
away at the age of 71. He was
reportedly recovering from
a serious heart surgery, and
despite recent reassurances
from his wife Sky Daily
about his condition, Hogan
ultimately succumbed to
complications related to the
procedure and an earlier neck
surgery.

The WWE issued a state-
ment shortly after news
broke, calling Hogan “one of
pop culture’s most recogniz-
able figures” and crediting
him with helping the organi-
zation “achieve global recog-
nition in the 1980s”. Hogan
was considered a pioneer for
professional wrestling and
his accomplishments speak

China Open: Unnati shocks Sindhu,
Satwik-Chirag advance, Prannoy exits

AGENCIES
CHANGZHOU

In a defining moment of
her fledgling career, young
Unnati Hooda stunned two-
time Olympic medallist and
Indian badminton stal-
wart PV Sindhu in a grip-
ping three-game contest to
storm into the quarterfinals
of China Open Super here
Thursday.

Facing her decorated
compatriot for only the
second time, 17-year-old
Hooda held her nerve in
crunch moments to regis-
ter a sensational 21-16, 19-
21, 21-13 victory in 73 min-
utes, marking her maiden

quarterfinal appearance
at a Super 1000 event.The
teenager from Rohtak, who
has won Super 100 titles
at the 2022 Odisha Mas-
ters and 2023 Abu Dhabi
Masters, will next take on
Japan’s Akane Yamaguchi,

the third seed and a two-
time world champion.

On the other hand, HS
Prannoy, a World Cham-
pionships medalist, bowed
out of the competition in the
round of 16, facing a loss to
Chinese Taipei’s Chou Tien-

chen by 21-18, 15-21, 8-21 in
a one-sided match despite
winning the first game.

In women’s singles com-
petition, Unnati Hooda
delivered a commanding
performance to outplay
experienced Scottish shut-
tler Kirsty Gilmour 21-11,
21-16 in just 36 minutes on
WednesdayWith this im-
pressive win, 17-year-old
Unnati advanced to the
Round-of-16, where she
will take on compatriot
PV Sindhu in an all-Indian
clash.Sindhu brushed off
an early scare to book her
berth in the next phase at
the Olympic Sports Centre
Gymnasium in Changzhou.

at 71

for themselves. Hogan’s look
became iconic once he joined
the World Wrestling Fed-
eration (WWTF) in 1983. His
trademark horseshoe mus-
tache and bandanas made
him a fan favorite, along
with his charisma and abil-
ity to get the crowd into his
matches. As an icon for the
sport, Hogan naturally won
tons of awards throughout
his career.

Hogan headlined eight
of the first nine editions
of WrestleMania, helping
launch professional wres-
tling into the mainstream
media space. During his first
stint with WWE/WWTE, Ho-
gan won the Championship
five times, before winning it
a sixth time in 2002.

From 1994 to 1999, Hogan
won the WCW World Heavy-
weight Championship six
times as well, during his run
with World Championship

India Compound team of Kushal Dalal, Sahil Jadhav & Hritik Sharma beat Chinese Taipei
in the semis to advance to the final at the #WorldUniversityGames.

Team India to tour England
in 2026 for Whlte ball ser1es

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

In what promises to be a
packed summer of cricket in
England next year, both the
Indian men’s and women’s
teams are set to tour the
country in 2026 for a series
of white-ball fixtures, accord-
ing to the England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) website.
The Indian men’s team will
kick off their tour with a five-
match T20I series starting
July 1, with Durham playing
host to the opening game. The
action then shifts to Manches-
ter (July 4), Nottingham (July
7), Bristol (July 9), and con-
cludes with the final T20I in
Southampton on July 11.
Following the T20Is, Rohit
Sharma’s men will take on
England in a three-match
ODI series beginning July 14
in Birmingham. The second
ODI is slated for July 16 in
Cardiff, before the marquee
clash at the iconic Lord’s on
July 19 wraps up the tour.
Meanwhile, the Indian
women’s team will also be
heading to English shores
for amulti-format series. The
tour will begin with three

ODlIs, the first on May 28
in Chelmsford, followed by
Bristol on May 30, and the fi-
nal ODI game in Taunton on
June 2. A one-off Test match
to be played at the iconic
Lord’s Cricket Ground, a
venue steeped in history and
significance.

Before India’s arrival, Eng-
land women will start their
home season with a six-match
limited-overs series against
New Zealand, comprising
three ODIs and three T20Is,
beginning May 10 in Dur-
ham.

Following the India series,
England Women will host
Ireland for three ODIs in Sep-
tember. In between, they’ll

have their blggest a551gnment

of the year, the ICC Women’s
T20 World Cup, which Eng-
land is set to host from June
12to July 15.

As for the men’s side, Eng-
land will begin their home
summer in June with three
Test matches against New
Zealand.

Post the India series in July,
the focus will shift to Paki-
stan, who will tour England
for a three-match Test series
starting August 19. England
will conclude their home cal-
endar with a limited-overs
series against Sri Lanka,
comprising three T20Is and
three ODISs, starting on Sep-
tember 15.

Markram, Bavuma return in South Africa squad

AGENCIES
JOHANNESBURG

The Proteas men’s head coach
Shukri Conrad announced
full-strength white-ball
squads for South Africa’s
tour to Australia for three
T20Is and ODIs each, start-
ing from August 10 onwards,
with ICC World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) final heroes
Aiden Markram and Temba
Bavuma returning to lead
the T20I and ODI sides re-
spectively. A statement from
Cricket South Africa (CSA)
said, “Proteas Men’s head
coach Shukri Conrad has to-
day announced full-strength
squads for the upcoming
white-ball tour against Aus-
tralia, scheduled to take place
next month.”Aiden Markram
will lead the T201I side, while

Temba Bavuma returns to
captain the ODI squad, fol-
lowing heroic performances
in the Proteas’ ICC World
Test Championship 2023-25
triumph.

Dolphins off-spinner Pren-
elan Subrayan, who recently
made his Test debut against
Zimbabwe, has earned his
maiden T20I call-up.

He is one of four frontline
spinners in the squad along-
side Western Province’s

George Linde, Warriors’
Senuran Muthusamy, and
Lions’ Ngaba Peter.

Titans batters Dewald Bre-
vis and Luan-dre Pretorius
have been named in the ODI
squad, with Pretorius receiv-
ing his first call-up to the 50-
over setup. While Brevis was
part of the ODI squad for the
home series against Australia
in 2023, he has yet to make his
debut. Both players will aim
to build on their experience

in T20Is and Tests as they
continue their progression at
the international level. Bre-
vis, Pretorius and Subrayen
feature in both squads, along
with batters Aiden Markram,
Ryan Rickelton and Tristan
Stubbs, as well as seamers
Corbin Bosch (Titans), Nan-
dre Burger, Lungi Ngidi and
Kagiso Rabada.

“Itis great to have our senior
players back in the mix after
their rest following the WTC
Final,” said Conrad. “Their
experience and quality add
real value to the group as we
continue to build a strong
core in both formats,” he
added.

“Every series from here on
plays a part in shaping our
squads for next year’s T20
World Cup and the 50-over
World Cup at home in 2027.”

Tour de France: Jonathan secures stage 17 win, pips Jordi in rain-soaked finale

AGENCIES
PARIS

Jonathan Milan (Lidl-Trek)
won a chaotic Stage 17 of the
Tour de France, pipping
Jordi Meeus (Red Bull-Bora-
hansgrohe) in a rain-soaked
finale in Valence.

On Wednesday, with Tadej
Pogacar (UAE Team Emir-
ates) closing in on Milan in
the race for the green jersey,
Milan’s team was deter-
mined to ensure the stage
would finish in a bunch
sprint and maximise the

Ttalian’s points haul.
Although not what Milan
would have wanted, that
task was made easier by a
crash that occurred beneath
the flamme rouge banner,
with a kilometre to go. Only
the front ten riders were
completely unaffected, with
most of the rest of the bunch
impeded by a wall of bodies
and bikes. They included the
rider most expected to chal-
lenge Milan for the stage,
Tim Merlier (Soudal-Quick-
Step), who stayed upright
but was forced to slow to a

standstill and was unable to
contest the final sprint.

It all came at the end of a
short, somewhat punchy
stage that wasn’t even guar-
anteed to finish in a bunch
sprint. That it did was al-
most entirely down to the
efforts of Milan’s Lidl-Trek
team-mates throughout the
stage.

Their first task was to re-
strict the size and make-up
of the breakaway. Narrow
roads out of Bollene made
that an easier one. Once
four riders had disappeared

up the road, a wall of riders
mostly wearing red, yellow
and blue appeared at the
front, slowing the bunch
down and repressing any
further efforts to make the
jump. Kasper Asgreen (EF
Education EasyPost) was
the most apparently keen of
those who had missed out,
but the Danish rider was put
inabox and prevented from
finding a way through.

By the time Axel Laurance
(Ineos Grenadier) was able
to bust out it was too little
too late.

The Frenchman spent
about 20km with his nose
in the wind before being re-
absorbed into the peloton. It
was soon clear that Vincenze
Albanese (EF Education-
EasyPost), Quentin Pacher
(Groupama-FD]), Mathieu
Burgaudeau (Total Ener-
gies) and Jonas Abrahamsen
(Uno-X Mobhility) were going
to be allowed the most lim-
ited of leads. Although they
worked hard and cooper-
ated well, for most of the af-
ternoon, they were about as
invisible as a break could be.



