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MODI-PUTIN CALL PAVES
WAY FOR ANNUAL SUMMIT

M Prime Minister Modi spoke with President Putin on
Friday, inviting him to India for the Annual Bilateral Summit.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Naren-
Pdra Modi on Friday

said he had held a de-
tailed telephone conversa-
tion with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, inviting him
to India later this year for
the 23rd Annual Bilateral
Summit.

“Had a very good and de-
tailed conversation with
my friend President Putin.
I thanked him for sharing
the latest developments on
Ukraine. We also reviewed
the progress in our bilat-
eral agenda, and reaffirmed
our commitment to further
deepen the India-Russia
Special and Privileged Stra-
tegic Partnership,” Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir
Putin. aNiI

said in a post on X, adding
he looked forward to host-

ing the Russian leader.
The External Affairs Min-

INDIA bloc unites against
‘vote theft’, targets EC over
Bihar voter roll purge

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

Amid growing concerns
over the unity of opposition
parties, the INDIA bloc on
Thursday evening show-
cased its strength as leaders
met to discuss the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
voter rolls in Bihar, alleged
vote theft during the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, and the
upcoming vice-presidential
election in a small group
session.

The meeting took place at
the new residence of Lead-
er of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, at 5,
Sunehri Bagh, and was at-
tended by at least 5O leaders
from 25 parties.

Among those present were
Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav, accompanied
by his wife Dimple Yadav
and uncle Ram Gopal Ya-
dav; DMK leaders Kani-
mozhi and Tiruchi Siva;
MNM chief Kamal Haasan;
RJD leader Tejashwi Ya-
dav; NCP-SP chief Sharad
Pawar along with Supriya
Sule; Shiv Sena (UBT) chief

Tarifts & Nobel:

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

After the United States im-
posed a 50% tariff on Indian
goods—citing national secu-
rity and foreign policy con-
cerns, particularly India’s
ongoing imports of Russian
oil—former Indian diplomat
Rakesh Sood said that US
President Donald Trump
“loves tariffs and the Nobel
Peace Prize,” hinting that In-
dia’s lack of recognition on
the latter might be a reason
for the former.

Speaking to ANI on Fri-
day, Sood said, “There are
two things that President
Trump loves—one is tariffs,

Lok Sabha LoP and Congress
MP Rahul Gandhi. NI
Uddhav Thackeray with his
wife Rashmi and son Aad-
itya Thackeray; and Trin-
amool Congress leaders Ab-
hishek Banerjee and Derek
O’Brien, among others.

According to party lead-
ers, Rahul Gandhi gave a
presentation to the Indian
National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)
bloc leaders on the alleged
vote theft during the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. Sourc-
es said all opposition leaders
present took the matter seri-
ously and resolved to raise
it both inside and outside
Parliament.

Gandhi also outlined
how the SIR exercise being
conducted by the Election

and the second is the Nobel
Peace Prize. He will do any-
thing to get to the bottom of
these two. He has repeatedly
said how he stopped the war
between India and Pakistan
and prevented a nuclear war.
‘We've not given him comfort
on the Nobel, so I guess we
are facing the tariffs. We’ll
see how we deal with it.”
Trump’s fondness for tar-
iffs is evident in his protec-
tionist trade policies. He be-
lieves tariffs are an effective
tool to negotiate better trade
deals and protect American
industries. During his presi-
dency, Trump imposed sig-
nificant tariffs on various
countries, including India,

Commission aims to remove
lakhs of eligible voters from
the rolls. Congress lead-
ers explained that he will
launch the ‘Matdata Ad-
hikar Yatra’ on August 17,
which will continue for 15
days. The yatra will begin
from Sasaram and cover at
least 21 districts of Bihar,
with several Mahagath-
bandhan allies expected to
join.

The yatraaims to highlight
how voting rights of back-
ward classes, Dalits, and
minorities are allegedly be-
ing targeted ahead of crucial
polls, and how misinforma-
tion about the SIR exercise
is being spread. Leaders
agreed that the SIR exercise
is being conducted just be-
fore the assembly elections
to remove lakhs of voters in
a move that would benefit
the BJP.

It was also decided to
consistently question the
functioning of the Election
Commission and make the
issue a central part of the op-
position’s campaign.

In a separate discussion
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istry said Putin briefed Modi
on the latest developments
in Ukraine during the call.
The leaders also reviewed
bilateral cooperation, with
both reaffirming their com-
mitment to strengthening
the strategic relationship.

The invitation comes amid
strained ties with the West
over India’s continued pur-
chase of Russian oil, which
recently prompted tariffs
on Indian goods. The call
followed Putin’s meeting on
Thursday with India’s Na-
tional Security Advisor Ajit
Doval at the Kremlin.

Modi last visited Russia
in 2024, when both lead-
ers lauded the “time-tested”
partnership built on trust,
mutual understanding, and
strategic convergence.

FAMINE KILLS NEARLY 200 IN

GAZA AMID ‘APOCALYPTIC’
BATTLE FOR SURVIVAL

Review

16

VIRAT GEARING UP
FOR AUSTRALIA
0DIs?

Israel approves Gaza city
occupation plan

TDG NETWORK
TEL AVIV

Israel’s security cabinet has
approved Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu'’s plan
for the military occupation
of Gaza City, marking a sig-
nificant escalation in the on-
going war on the Palestinian
territory.

Netanyahu’s office an-
nounced early on Friday
that the Israel Defence
Forces will prepare to “take
control” of the northern city
while providing humanitar-
ian aid to civilians outside
combat zones. The plan still
requires approval from the
full cabinet, which may not
meet until Sunday.

The move is expected to
force the displacement of
tens of thousands of Gaza
City residents, many already
enduring famine conditions
as Israel restricts humani-
tarian aid. UK Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer condemned
the plan as “wrong”, warn-

Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu. ani

HAMAS OFFERS ‘COMPREHENSIVE DEAL FOR
ISRAELI CAPTIVE RELEASE

The Palestinian group said it is ready, via Egyptian and Qatari
mediation, to exchange all Israeli prisoners for a ceasefire
and full troop withdrawal from Gaza. In a Telegram state-
ment, Hamas warned that occupying Gaza City “will cost
[Israel] a heavy price and will not be a picnic”, vowing there
would be no surrender. “Netanyahu'’s plans and illusions will

fail,” it added.

ing it would bring “more
bloodshed” and hinder
hostage release efforts.
According to Israeli me-
dia reports cited by Axios

journalist Barak Ravid,
the operation will involve
evacuating all Palestinian
civilians from Gaza City to
central camps by 7 October,

followed by a siege and a
ground offensive against
remaining Hamas fighters.
Netanyahu told Fox News
that Israel does not intend
to govern Gaza perma-
nently but seeks a security
perimeter, transferring con-
trol to a third party.

Hamas accused Netan-
yahu of abandoning nego-
tiations and prioritising per-
sonal and ideological goals,
while opposition leader
Yair Lapid warned the plan
would be a “disaster” cost-
ing lives, money, and politi-
cal stability.

The decision comes amid
reports that over 61,000
Palestinians have been
killed since October 2023. A
ground offensive could fur-
ther impede aid deliveries to
the famine-stricken enclave,
where nearly 200 people
have died from starvation.

“There is no Gaza left,” resi-
dent Maysaa al-Heila said
while reacting to news of
the planned takeover.

Shah hits out at opposition over SIR, Operation Sindoor

TDG NETWORK
SITAMARHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday launched
a blistering attack on the
Opposition, accusing the
Congress party and Rash-
triya Janata Dal (R]D) chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav’s camp
of “opposing” the govern-
ment’s anti-terror initiative,
Operation Sindoor, as well
as the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of voter rolls in
Bihar.

Addressing a rally in Sita-
marhi, Bihar, Shah alleged
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses the gathering during
a public meeting, in Sitamarhi on Friday. ani

targeting Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi. He accused
the Opposition of shielding
“Bangladeshis who come

Govt withdraws
Income-Tax Bill, new
draft on Monday

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday with-
drew the Income-Tax Bill,
2025, from the Lok Sabha,
following recommenda-
tions from a 31-member
Select Committee chaired
by Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MP Baijayant Panda.
The House approved the
withdrawal amid protests
from Opposition members.
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President of the United States of America, Donald Trump.

GLOBAL SOUTH CONNECT

B Modi, Lula discuss trade & multilateralism
B Brazil, India eye deeper integration
B China calls US tariffs an “abuse”

citing national security and
foreign policy concerns.

Trump has been nominat-
ed for the Nobel Peace Prize

mat lin

e e

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman. ani

A revised version, incor-
porating most of the panel’s
566 recommendations, will
be tabled on Monday;, 11 Au-
BP3

ks Trump

multiple times. In 2024, he
was nominated by Repub-
lican leader Buddy Carter
for his efforts in brokering a
ceasefire between Israel and
Iran. Pakistan also nominat-
ed him for his alleged role in
establishing peace between
India and Pakistan during a
cross-border crisis.

Trump has publicly ex-
pressed his desire for the
Nobel Peace Prize, often
comparing himself to past
winners such as Barack
Obama. He has repeatedly
claimed credit for broker-
ing peace deals, including
the Abraham Accords,
which normalised relations
between Israel and several

should stop this vote bank
politics,” he said, adding
that the NDA would win
the upcoming Bihar polls

SHAH’S SECURITY & DEVELOPMENT ATTACK

B Accuses Congress, RJD of “opposing” Operation

Sindoor.

B Says NDA will not compromise on national se-

curity.

B Questions Tejashwi Yadav's record in developing

Mithilanchal.

B Alleges past RJD rule marked by “hooliganism,

gangs, and ransom.”

with a clear majority.
Turning to Operation
Sindoor, Shah questioned
the Opposition’s stance
in Parliament. “Congress
party and Lalu, Lalu and

company are opposing Op-
eration Sindoor. Should we
not reply to terrorists? No
one has the right to mess
with the security of the na-
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EC to Rahul: Put it in writing or
retract your claims

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
on Friday hit back at Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi over
his allegations of vote theft,
asking him to either sign a
declaration or apologise to
the nation.

The fresh jibe from the poll
panel came after Rahul Gan-
dhi continued his attack on
the Election Commission,
stating that he had taken an

“We’ve not given
him comforton
the Nobel, so

T guessweare
facing the tariffs.”
- Rakesh Sood

Arab countries. Trump
has also claimed to have
brokered a ceasefire be-
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oath inside Parliament on
the Constitution, and yet the
Commission was asking him
to take an oath on the alleged
vote theft.

Election Commission
sources said it appeared that,

'S twin obsessi

“We shouldnot
overreact to
this situation
and keep our
heads down.” -

Shyam Saran

tween India and Pakistan,
although this claim has been
disputed by India.

asin the past, Rahul Gandhi
would submit his response
on the Special Intensive Re-
vision only after the Bihar
Assembly polls.

Coming down heavily
on the Congress leader, a
source said, “If Rahul Gan-
dhi believes in his analysis
and stands by his allegations
against the ECI, he should
have no problem in signing
the declaration. If he does
not sign it, it would mean he
does not believe in his own
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Despite his efforts, Trump
has not received the Nobel
Peace Prize, which has only
fuelled his desire for it. On
Friday, the White House
once again listed “securing
a ceasefire between India
and Pakistan” among US
President Donald Trump’s
“foreign policy victories.”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had informed Parlia-
ment that no world leader
had told India to halt Opera-
tion Sindoor, which was car-
ried out to retaliate against
the Pahalgam terror attack.

Meanwhile, former For-
eign Secretary Shyam Saran
reiterated the government’s
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OPPOSITION PROTEST DISRUPTS BOTH
HOUSES, ADJOURNED TILL AUGUST 11

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman formally withdraws
the Income Tax Bill 2025 as reported by the select committee

| 2 . ¥ ‘\{

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

turbulent session
in the Lok Sabha
n Friday wit-

nessed repeated appeals for
order as Opposition mem-
bers staged a protest in the
well of the House, prompt-
ing the chair, presided over
by Krishna Prasad Tenneti,
to adjourn proceedings for
the day.

Despite the disruption,
the House transacted brief
business, with Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man formally withdrawing
the Income Tax Bill 2025 as
reported by the select com-
mittee. The withdrawal was
cleared through a voice vote
amid ongoing commotion.

Asthe House resumed at 3
p.m. after being adjourned
earlier due to an major din
by the Opposition, Tenneti

made multiple appeals to
protesting members to va-
cate the well, assuring them
that their concerns would
be heard.

His repeated requests
went unheeded, forcing
him to move to the next
item of business.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju ex-
pressed dismay over the
continued disruptions,

remarking, “Opposition
members have the opportu-
nity to raise issues of public
interest — even during the
discussion on private mem-
ber bills. I am very sad.”

His comments reflected
growing frustration within
the government benches
over the impasse.

Several MPs voiced con-
cern that their private
member bills were being

India prioritises energy security

amid global tensonaishankar

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The government considers
energy security to be among
its “top priorities” and has
taken all necessary steps to
ensure access to affordable
energy for people, Lok Sab-
ha was informed on Friday.

External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar in a written re-
sponse to a query also said
the government pursues a
“multi-pronged strategy”
that includes diversifying
supply sources, enhanc-
ing domestic production of
oil and gas, expanding the
adoption of alternate energy
sources and advancing the
energy transition.

He was asked details of
the steps taken by the gov-
ernment to safeguard the
country’s strategic and en-
ergy interests amid global
tension, and also whether
the government has raised
concerns with countries
like the US regarding the
“impact of sanctions” on

S =

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar

India’s petroleum imports
from Russia and Iran.

Last week, US President
Donald Trump had an-
nounced 25 per cent recipro-
cal tariffs on India that came
into effect from August 7.

The US president on
Wednesday also signed an
executive order slapping an
additional 25 per cent levy
on India for New Delhi’s
purchases of Russian oil,
bringing the total duties
to 50 per cent, among the
highest imposed by the US
on any country in the world.

The additional 25 per cent
duty will come into effect

after 21 days on August 27.

Jaishankar in his written
response also said, “Gov-
ernment considers energy
security to be among its top
priorities and has taken all
necessary steps to ensure
access to affordable energy
for the people of India.”

“Government pursues
a multi-pronged strategy
that includes diversifying
supply sources, enhancing
domestic production of 0il &
gas, expanding the adoption
of alternate energy sources
and advancing the energy
transition,” the ministry
said.

Over 2 lakh Indians renounced

Indian citizenship in 202

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

More than two lakh Indians
renounced their citizenship
in 2024, the government
informed the Lok Sabha on
Friday.

Minister of State (MoS)
for External Affairs Kirti
Vardhan Singh said thisina
written response to queries
on the number of individu-
als who have renounced
their Indian citizenship and
taken citizenship of other
countries during the last
five years.

The minister was replying
to queries by Congress MP
K C Venugopal.

“As per the information
available with the Ministry,
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the number of Indians who
gave up their Indian citizen-
ship was 85,256 in 2020,
1,63,370 in 2021, 2,25,620
in 2022, 2,16,219 in 2023
and 2,06,378 in 2024, Singh
said.

For reference, such cas-
es were 1,22,819 in 2011,
1,20,923 in 2012, 1,31,405 in
2013 and 1,29,328 in 2014,
he added.The reasons for re-

4. Govt

nouncing Indian citizenship
or taking foreign citizenship
are personal and known
only to the individual, the
government said.

“The government recog-
nises the potential of the
global workplace in an era
of the knowledge economy.
It has also brought about a
transformational change
in its engagement with the
Indian diaspora,” the MoS
said.

A successful, prosperous
and influential diaspora is
an asset for India, which
stands to gain a lot from
tapping their networks and
productive utilisation of the
soft power that comes from
having such a flourishing
diaspora, he said.

sidelined due to the repeat-

ed stalling of proceedings.

The chair acknowledged
these concerns, stating,
“We want to raise impor-
tant legislative proposals,
but you do not want to run
the House,” addressing the
Opposition benches di-
rectly.

With no signs of resolu-
tion, Tenneti adjourned the
House until Monday, leav-

ing several legislative items
pending and underscoring
the deepening gridlock in
Parliament.

The withdrawal of the In-
come Tax Bill 2025 marks
a notable development in
the government’s fiscal
agenda, while the contin-
ued disruption raises ques-
tions about the functioning
of the House and the space
available for individual
members to introduce and
debate private legislation.

AsParliament reconvenes
next week, attention will
turn to whether the Oppo-
sition and government can
find common ground to
restore order and resume
legislative business.

Rajya Sabha adjourned
for the day after Opposition
MPs raised slogans in the
House and will now recon-
vene at 11 am on August 11.

Cases of attack on Hindus,
vandalisation of temples noted
in West UK, Canada, US: Govt

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Cases of attack on Hindus
and vandalisation of tem-
ples have been noted in the
UK, Canada and the US, the
government informed Par-
liament on Friday.

In a written response to a
query in Lok Sabha, Minis-
ter of State for External Af-
fairs Kirti Vardhan Singh
also said since last year,
five cases of vandalisation
of Hindu temples in the US
and four cases in Canada
have taken place.

The Ministry of External
Affairs was asked by Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP Anil Ye-
shwant Desai whether the
government has taken note
of instances of “attack” on
Hindus, “vandalisation” of
their temples, and “discrim-
ination” in some countries.

“Cases of attack on Hindus
and vandalisation of Hindu
temples have been noted in
UK, Canadaand USA. How-
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Canadian Hindus hold massive

rally against attacks by
Khalistani. File Photo

ever, no such case has come
to notice specifically in Scot-
land (UK). Since last year,
five cases of vandalization of
Hindu temples in USA and
four cases in Canada, have
taken place,” Singh said.
The MEA was also asked
whether a motion against
such “Hindu phobic at-
tempts” is under consider-
ation in Scottish Parliament.
“No motion against
Hinduphobia is currently
under consideration in Scot-
tish Parliament,” Singh said.

TMC says don’t want to
disrupt Parliament, but
demand debate on SIR

TDG NETWORK
KOLKATA

TMC national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee
on Friday said neither the
party nor any INDIA bloc
member has any inten-
tions of disrupting parlia-
mentary proceedings, but
insisted that a discussion
on the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls must be undertaken
immediately.

Speaking to reporters at
NSC Bose International
Airport upon his return
from New Delhi, the Dia-
mond Harbour MP ex-
pressed support for Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi’s
allegations of voter roll ma-
nipulation in a Karnataka
Assembly segment.

“His (Gandhi’s) claims
should be looked into,” Ba-
nerjee said.

Banerjee, who was re-
cently appointed as the
TMC parliamentary party
leader in the Lok Sabha,

TMC national general
secretary Abhishek
Banerjee

said, “We want the House
to function, but not with-
out holding a discussion
on SIR. The Supreme Court
talks about anomalies in the
electoral rolls, then how
was the 2024 general elec-
tions conducted using the
old rolls? Were the Prime
Minister, Union Home
Minister, and other cabinet
ministers elected using a
flawed mandate?”

With Bihar elections ap-
proaching and West Bengal

Assembly polls just months
away, Banerjee questioned
the feasibility of conduct-
ing a comprehensive SIR
within a short time frame.

“How can a two-year ex-
ercise be completed in two
months?” he asked.

Banerjee expressed con-
cern that the SIR process
could be manipulated to the
BJP’s advantage, especially
in constituencies where
margins were tight in pre-
vious elections.

“In past Lok Sabha re-
sults, BJP scraped through
in places like Balurghat
and Bishnupur by very
slim margins. A flawed SIR
could unfairly tilt results by
eliminating genuine poor
voters due to their econom-
ic vulnerability. We will not
allow SIR in Bengal,” he
said.Continuing his attack,
Banerjee also addressed
the TMC’s ongoing allega-
tion about harassment of
Bengali-speaking migrants
in BJP-ruled states.

DRDO does not undertake any project
under ‘pilot project’ category: LS told

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) “does not under-
take” any project under the
‘pilot project’ category, it
undertakes mission-mode
projects to deliver state-of-
the-art weapons systems and
platform to the Indian armed
forces, the government in-
formed Lok Sabha on Friday.

The defence ministry was
asked “the number of de-
layed defence pilot projects”
along with the “total cost es-
calation due to such delays”.

In a written response, Min-
ister of State for Defence,
Sanjay Seth, said, “DRDO
does not undertake any
project under the category of
Pilot Project. DRDO under-
takes Mission Mode (MM)
projects to deliver state-of-
the-art weapons systems
and platform to the Indian
Armed Forces.”

In a separate query, the
ministry was asked the de-

Parliamentary panel raps govt over
gaps in OBC representation fee

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A parliamentary panel has
pulled up the Department
of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) for failing to act de-
cisively on key recommenda-
tions aimed at strengthening
OBC representation in re-
cruitment and promotions,
easing financial burdens on
poorer candidates, and im-
proving transparency in data
reporting.

In its ninth report, present-
ed to both Houses of Parlia-
ment on Friday, the Com-
mittee on Welfare of Other
Backward Classes noted that
while the government had
accepted over half of its ear-
lier suggestions, three crucial

proposals have not been ad-
equately addressed.

These proposals are man-
datory inclusion of an OBC
member on all selection and
promotion boards, complete
exemption of application and
entrance exam fees for OBC
candidates, and public disclo-
sure of representation data.

On the issue of selection
panels, the committee ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with
the DoPT’s “lackadaisical and
inconclusive” response, say-
ing mandatory OBC repre-
sentation should apply even
when fewer than 10 vacancies
are being filled.

The panel criticised the
ministry for failing to provide
any “convincing measure” or
“definite timeline” for imple-

menting this change and said
that simply citing recruit-
ment statistics and backlog
clearance “does not satisfy
the recommendation of the
committee” The committee
also reiterated its call for a
complete waiver of applica-
tion fees for OBC candidates,
arguing that many come from
economically weaker back-
grounds and face financial
stress in seeking education
or government jobs.

The DoPT maintained that
fees for national-level exams
are already nominal, but the
panel pointed out the absence
of any comment on entrance
fees for educational institu-
tions and urged action in
consultation with other min-
istries.

‘Lalu and Co’ opposing Op Sindoor in Parliament: Amit Shah

TDG NETWORK

SITAMARH|

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday lashed out
at the Opposition over their
criticism of the govern-
ment’s handling of Opera-
tion Sindoor, accusing the
Congress party and Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD) chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav’s camp
of “opposing” the anti-terror
operation.

Addressing a public rally
in Bihar’s Sitamarhi, the
Union Minister asserted
that no one has the right to
mess with the security of the
nation.

“Congress party and Lalu,
Lalu and company are op-
posing Operation Sindoor
in the Parliament. I want to
ask should not we give reply
to terrorists? Should not we
do Operation Sindoor? Lalu

and company do not know
that this is the government
of Narendra Modi, the NDA
government. No one has the
right to mess with the secu-
rity of the nation,” Shah
stated.

Targeting RJD and Tejash-
wi Yadav, Union Minister
Shah asked what they had
done for the development
of Mithilanchal region of
the state.

He said, “I want to ask Te-
jashwi Yadav, his father and
mother were in power for a
long time. Apart from hoo-
liganism, running gangs,
kidnapping, demanding
ransom, what have you
done for the development
of Mithilanchal?...”

The Home Minister fur-
ther congratulated the peo-
ple of the State for the rede-
velopment of Janaki Mata

temple at Punaura Dham

“...I congratulate the
devotees of Lord Ram and
Janaki Mata as the founda-
tion stone has been laid for
the redevelopment of Jana-
ki Mata temple at Punaura
Dham...” Shah said.

Earlier today, Shah laid the
foundation stone for the re-
development of Janki Mata
Temple at Punaura Dhamin
Sitamarhi.

tails of the significant con-
tributions of the DRDO and
its associated labs to civilian
technological advancements,
scientific research and na-
tional innovation ecosystem.

“DRDO under the Minis-
try of Defence through the
Technology Development
Fund (TDF) scheme provides
grants-in-aid to private in-
dustries, especially MSMEs
and startups for the devel-
opment of cutting-edge de-
fence technologies/systems/
sub-systems/components up
to the prototype level along
with strong handholding,
mentorship and support of
the DRDO for the successful
realisation of defence tech-

nologies against require-
ments of SHQs/DRDO/
DDP,” Seth said.

At present, 81 projects
worth Rs 343.90 crore have
been sanctioned to various
industries under the TDF
scheme. So far, 30 technolo-
gies have been successfully
developed, he said.

Also, the DRDO-developed
“dual use spin off” technolo-
gies are transferred to the
industries. Till date, 637
Licensing Agreement for
Transfer of Technology
(LAToT) have been signed
for the dual use (spin off)
technologies for the benefit
of the society at large, the
minister said.

Taken note of reports
related to Lalmonirhat
airbase in B'desh: Minister

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

India has noted reports
related to the Lalmonirhat
airbase in Bangladesh, the
government informed Par-
liament on Friday.

In a written response to a
query in Lok Sabha, Minis-

Bangladesh in this regard.

Singh in his response said,
“The government of India
has noted reports concern-
ing the Lalmonirhat airbase
in Bangladesh.”

The government of In-
dia “continues to monitor”
all developments having a
bearing on national secu-

ter of State for External Af-
fairs Kirti Vardhan Singh
said the government has
also noted a press briefing
on May 26 by the Director
of Military Operations of
Bangladesh Army, in which
it has been stated that “there
are no plans at present for
the Lalmonirhat airfield to
be used for military purpos-
es” The Ministry of External
Affairs was asked whether
Bangladesh has “authorised
China to restart operations”
at its Lalmonirhat Airbase,
and if the government has
“lodged its objections” with
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rity and takes all necessary
measures to safeguard it, he
said.

Recent reports and grow-
ing speculation around
the redevelopment and
potential militarisation of
the Lalmonirhat airbase in
Bangladesh, located close
to the Indian border, have
raised strategic concerns
in New Delhi, particularly
given the base’s proxim-
ity to the Siliguri Corridor,
a narrow but vital strip of
Indian territory connecting
the northeastern states with
the rest of the country.



THE DAILY GUARDIAN REVIEW
SATURDAY | 09 AUGUST 2025
NEW DELHI

STATISTICALLY SPEAKING &

WWW.THEDAILYGUARDIAN.COM

THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON RAHUL GANDHI POLL FRAUD

56% reject rigging claim, but want Rahul Gandhi to legally
defend himself.

The Daily Guardian Survey conducted with a sample
size of 312 respondents—95% male and 5% female—re-
veals a complex public response to the recent allegations
against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi. While 56% of
participants disagreed with the accusation that he at-

01.»

How do you see the
accusation against Rahul
Gandhi of influencing
voting through rigging in
the Election Commission?

N

tempted to influence voting via the Election Commission,
37% believed the charge to be valid. Despite the majority
dismissing the allegation, a striking 69% supported the
idea of Gandhi filing a defamation case, and 67% felt he
should actively protect himself from such claims.
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with these allegations?

03.»

Should Rahul Gandhi
save himself from such
allegations?
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How do you see the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
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the voter list in Bihar?

THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON TRUMP PAKISTAN CONNECTION

87% believe that Trump administration’s sheltering of
terrorists affecting Pakistan’s policies

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh criticised PM Modi’s
“special relationship” claim with Donald Trump, citing
Pakistan Army chief Asim Munir’s repeated U.S. visits
and Trump’s praise for Pakistan. Munir, hosted by Trump

01.»

How do you view America’s

inclination towards Pakistan?

. Anti-India US move . Could also harm America

in June, is set to visit again, highlighting deepening U.S.-
Pakistan ties post-Pahalgam terror attack and four-day

India-Pakistan conflict.
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INDIA bloc unites against ‘vote
theft’, targets Election Commission

CONTINUED FROM P1

among top leaders of some
parties, it was decided to
field an opposition candi-
date for the vice-presiden-
tial election. Leaders opined
that, given the BJP’s conduct
in recent years, there could
be no joint candidate with
the ruling party.

The Election Commission
has announced September
9 as the polling date for the
vice-presidential election,
following the surprise resig-

nation of Jagdeep Dhankhar
on health grounds. Nomina-
tions opened on August 7,
and the last date for filing is
August 21. The INDIA bloc
has now begun serious dis-
cussions on its candidate.
With Rahul Gandhi host-
ing the INDIA bloc meet-
ing—attended by Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge, CPP chairperson
Sonia Gandhi, KC Venugo-
pal, and other senior party
leaders—the Congress has
signalled that the opposi-

tion is in no mood to accept
the election results without
challenge. Instead, it plans
to intensify its demand for
transparent and fair elec-
tions.

According to sources,
the united INDIA bloc will
focus on raising questions
about the fairness of polls,
the transparency of the elec-
toral system, and the SIR
exercise, which they allege
is being used to disenfran-
chise voters ahead of crucial
assembly elections.

566 evacuated, 300 still
stranded in flood-hit Uttarkashi
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Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami comforts a victim rescued from the Dharali mudslide
disaster, in Uttarkashi on Friday. ani

TDG NETWORK
UTTARKASHI

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment on Friday announced
the restoration of mobile
network services in Har-
sil Valley, Uttarkashi dis-
trict, following disruptions
caused by flash floods and
landslides.

“Mobile network has been
restored in Harsil Valley
due to the tireless efforts
of the state government on
the instructions of the Chief
Minister,” the Chief Minis-

ter’s Office (CMO) said.

In Chamoli, work is un-
derway on a war footing to
clear debris from the Badri-
nath National Highway
near Bhanrepani, blocked
since Thursday due to a
landslide. “The work of
opening the road by ma-
chines is going on a war
footing,” Chamoli Police
said in a post on X.

State authorities con-
firmed the evacuation of 566
people from Dharali and
Harsil till noon, with nearly
300 more stranded individ-

uals still being rescued. The
Indian Army has deployed
dog squads, drones, and
ground-penetrating radar
to aid the search and rescue
operations.

Director General of Police
(DGP) Deepam Seth visited
Uttarkashi to inspect the di-
saster site, review relief ef-
forts, and issue instructions
to speed up operations. Af-
ter meeting the Chief Min-
ister at Matli helipad, Seth
travelled to Harsil and held
a review meeting with po-
lice officials.

Shah hits out at opposition over SIR,

CONTINUED FROM P1

tion,” he asserted, lauding
the Narendra Modi-led
NDA government’s ap-
proach to national security.

The Home Minister also
took aim at RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav, accus-
ing him and his family of
neglecting the develop-
ment of the Mithilanchal
region during their years
in power. “Apart from hoo-

SIR POLITICAL ROW IN BIHAR

B Opposition alleges voter roll revision may delete
large numbers of voters.
B Shah says SIR aims to remove infiltrators from

lists.

B Claims infiltrators form part of Opposition’s vote

bank.

B Notes SIR firstintroduced by Jawaharlal Nehru;
conducted again in 2003.

liganism, running gangs,
kidnapping, demanding

ransom, what have you
done for the development

Govt withdraws Income-Tax Bill

CONTINUED FROM P1

gust, to provide a consolidated and updat-
ed draft. Officials said the move was aimed
at avoiding confusion caused by multiple

versions of the Bill.

The Select Committee’s 4,584-page re-
port, presented in the Lok Sabha on 21
July, proposed tightening definitions, re-
moving ambiguities, and aligning the leg-
islation with existing legal frameworks.
The suggested changes include permitting
refunds even if tax returns are filed late,
harmonising the definition of micro and
small enterprises with the MSME Act,
and clarifying rules for non-profits on
terms such as ‘income’ versus ‘receipts’,

anonymous donations, and the deemed
application concept.

Other recommendations address ad-
vance ruling fees, TDS on provident funds,
low-tax certificates, and penalty powers.

The panel stressed the need for drafting

regime.

corrections based on stakeholder input to
ensure clarity and minimise disputes.

The new legislation, first tabled by Sith-
araman on 13 February, is intended to re-
place the complex Income-Tax Act of 1961,
making the law more concise, reducing
litigation, and offering significant relief
to taxpayers. The government initiated
the review during the July 2024 Budget to
modernise and simplify India’s direct tax

Operation Sindoor

of Mithilanchal?” Shah
asked.

Earlier in the day, Shah,
alongside Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar and
Deputy Chief Minister
Samrat Chaudhary, laid the
foundation stone for the re-
development of the Janaki
Mata Temple at Punaura
Dham, believed to be the
birthplace of Goddess Sita.
He congratulated devotees
on the project, calling it a

EC to Rahul

CONTINUED FROM P1

conclusions and absurd al-
legations — in which case,
he should apologise to the
nation.” The source added
that Rahul Gandhi had two
options: either sign the dec-
laration or apologise to the
nation for raising “absurd”
allegations against the ECL.

The source further claimed
that in the past, Rahul Gan-
dhi had never sent any self-
signed letter to the Com-
mission. “Whatever reply
we give is to other entities,
and every time he disowns

landmark for the region’s
cultural heritage.

The political row over the
SIR has dominated both
Parliament and Bihar’s po-
litical landscape in recent
days, with the Opposition
INDIA bloc warning that
the exercise could lead to
mass voter deletions, while
the government insists it is
a necessary step to ensure
the integrity of the electoral
process.

it,” the source said.

“For example, he raised the
Maharashtra issue in De-
cember 2024. Some advocate
from the AICC wrote to us.
Our reply dated 24 Decem-
ber 2024 is on our website,
but Rahul Gandhi says we
never replied,” the source
added.Responding to the poll
panel, Rahul Gandhi said, “T
am a politician. What I say
to the people is my word. I
am saying it publicly — take
it as my oath. Interestingly,
they haven’t denied the in-
formation.”

Taritfs & Nobel: Ex-diplomat links Trump’s twin obsessions

CONTINUED FROM P1

stance, emphasising the
need for continued nego-
tiations on the trade deal.
Speaking to ANI, he said,
“We hope that as we go for-
ward, the negotiations on
the trade deal may still be
continued. We hope that
over time, we can overcome
this kind of hitch in the re-
lationship. We have been
through many ups and
downs in India-US rela-
tions, so perhaps we should
keep it in perspective and
not panic.”

He advised against overre-
acting, noting that India has
navigated similar situations
in the past. “We should not
overreact to this situation
and should keep our heads

down, hoping to overcome
this obstacle as we have done
in the past. But there is no
denying that this is a severe
development and could have
major consequences for the
Indian economy. The gov-
ernment and the people of
India must be prepared for
those consequences,” said
Saran.

On the reaction of the
Global South to the US tar-
iffs, he added, “There is no
doubt that in facing this
kind of new situation, coop-
eration among some of the
major developing countries
and emerging economies,
like Brazil and India, will
be very important.”

Earlier on Thursday,
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi received a call from
Brazilian President Luiz In-
4cio Lula da Silva. The two
leaders exchanged views on
various regional and global
issues of mutual interest.
“We are committed to
deepening our strategic
partnership, including in
trade, energy, tech, defence,
health, and more. A strong,
people-centric partnership
between Global South na-
tions benefits everyone,”
PM Modi said in a post on X.
The Brazilian President,
in his own post on X, shared
that India and Brazil had
“reaffirmed the importance
of defending multilateral-
ism, the need to address the
challenges of the current
situation, and to explore

possibilities for greater in-
tegration between the two
countries.”

Earlier, China voiced its
opposition to the US tariffs
on India. Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Guo
Jiakun, responding to me-
dia queries during a press
briefing, called the move an
“abuse of tariffs.”

On Wednesday, the White
House issued an Executive
Order imposing an addi-
tional 25 percentage points
in tariffs on Indian goods,
raising the total levy to 50%.
The administration cited na-
tional security and foreign
policy concerns, pointing
specifically to India’s contin-
ued imports of Russian oil.

On Thursday (US local

time), President Trump
said there would be no
trade negotiations with In-
dia until the tariff dispute
was resolved, following his
administration’s decision
to double tariffs on Indian
imports.

The US State Department
said on Thursday that “In-
dia is a strategic partner”
and that Washington is en-
gaging with New Delhi in
“full and frank dialogue,”
even as relations remain
tense amid the tariff dispute.

When asked whether
China and other BRICS na-
tions are seeking to organise
apushback against US trade
measures, the State Depart-
ment said that dialogue with
India “will continue.”
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RAHUL TO KICK OFF 15-DAY BIHAR YATRA
TO PROTEST VOTER LIST REVISION

The party leader said the entire route of the yatra has been planned,
which will go through 21 districts, starting August 17

ANAND SINGH
NEW DELHI

With the opposition par-
ties targeting the Election
Commission over the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of voter rolls in Bihar, Lead-
er of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi will
kick off 15 day yatra in the
state over the issue from Au-
gust 17, party leaders said.

According to party lead-
ers, Rahul Gandhi will be-
gin the yatra over SIR in Bi-
har from Sasaram district of
the state.

The party leader said that
the entire route of the yatra
has been planned, which
will go on for 15 days and
pass from 21 districts.

The leader said that Ra-
hul Gandhi along with the
Mahagatbandhan leaders
will also address several

public meetings during the
yatra, which will be in hy-
brid mode just like that of
the Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
model.

Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) leader Tejashwi Ya-
dav, VIP’s Mukesh Sahni,
Left parties leaders will
also share the stage with

the Congress leader for ad-
dressing the public over the
issue of the SIR.

He stated that the leaders
will highlight that how the
poll panel has been remov-
ing lakhs of eligible voters
mainly from the backward
and minority communities
ahead of the crucial assem-

bly polls in the state.

The party leader also said
that the yatra will start from
Sasaram district on August 17
and move towards Aurang-
abad, and then reach Gaya
and Wazirganj.

The yatra will then reach
Nawada, Sheikhpura, Lakh-
isarai, Munger and Bhagalpur

INLD MLA Arjun Chautala under fire for

remarks on Punjab CM

VIPIN PARMAR
CHANDIGARH

Arjun Chautala, an Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) MLA from Ranian as-
sembly seat in Sirsa district in Hary-
ana, made a controversial statement
on Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant

Mann.

Arjun Chautala, who visited Bawan-
ikheda in Bhiwani on Thursday night,
said, “The Chief Minister of Punjab,
Bhagwant Mann, is a Piyakkad crow.
They should act consciously, because

they don’t believe how many sips they

will come and say what.”

Arjun Chautala further said:
A bewada man is running the state. I
pray to God that he should sit down in

his senses, that is enough.

“AAP Punjab spokesperson Neil
Garg hit back, saying, “”This is a con-
spiracy to take the level of politics to the
abyss by those who have neither tamiz,

knowledge of facts nor any record of
public service.””” Arjun Chautala ji,
first save your party’s land in Haryana.
INLD is on ventilator in Haryana itself.
Leaders who could not even run a gov-
ernment school properly in their area
are imparting knowledge to the Punjab

Chief Minister.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann

Haryana AAP president Sushil Gup-

ta said his party leaders were in jail for
corruption in jobs. They should ques-
tion themselves.

Arjun Chautala said that SYL's water
is Haryana’s right and it will directly
benefit Bhiwani district the most. The
government should take this issue se-
riously. Many people have a habit of
saying that they are doing politics. Ev-
eryone knows how much trouble it is
when there is a shortage of water. Our
government should take it seriously.

Chautala further said that Bhagwant
Mann narrates a joke. They tell the sto-

ry of the crow. The situation in Punjab

has become the same. You must have
heard the story of a thirsty crow, so the
chief minister of Punjab is a drunkard
crow. ‘Once there was a crow, he was
very-very thirsty ‘ Othe Pendi Si Ag,
Lal Pari da Jag. In Lal Pari, Daru si
Thoda, Mukhyamantri Katha Karda

Roda, Roda Katha Kari, his Daru Uthe

HC extends bail of Asaram
Bapu in rape case till August 21

TDG NETWORK
GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat High Court on
Thursday extended the bail
of self-proclaimed godman
Asaram Bapuinarape case,
till August 21, on medical
grounds.

Asaram has been in jail
since August 2013 for al-
legedly raping a schoolgirl
and was arrested after the
16-year-old, whose parents
were both devotees, lodged
a complaint with police.
Two months later, Asaram
and his son Narayan Sai
were booked for allegedly
raping two sisters at their
ashram in Surat, Gujarat.

Earlier in January, the Su-
preme Court granted inter-
im bail to Asaram on medi-
cal grounds till the end of
March in the 2013 rape case.

A bench of Justices MM
Sundresh and Rajesh Bindal
directed that Asaram shall
not attempt to tamper with
the evidence, and shall not
meet his followers after he

A sister’s

RAJ KIRAN BATHULA
HYDERABAD

‘What should have been
a day of celebration and
sibling bonding turned
into an unforgettable
tragedy in Krishtapuram
village of Kusumanchi
mandal, Khammam dis-
trict.

On the morning of Rak-
sha Bandhan, 25-year-old
Pandiri Appireddy, a resi-
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is released on interim bail.
Three policemen will escort
Asaram, and they will not
interfere in the treatment,
the bench ordered.

The bench noted that
Asaram has various age-re-
lated health conditions and
had two heart attacks."We
are inclined to grant bail
to the petitioner on medi-
cal grounds by the end of
March. The petitioner shall
not make any attempt to
tamper with the evidence,
shall not meet his follow-
ers," the order stated.

Asaram is serving a life
imprisonment sentence at
Jodhpur Central Jail.

Approaching the apex
court, Asaram has sought

dent of the village, lost his
battle with a severe viral
fever. Despite receiv-
ing treatment over the
past few days, his health
deteriorated rapidly.
His sudden death sent
shockwaves through the
community, leaving the
family and villagers dev-
astated.

As preparations were
underway for his fi-
nal rites, a heartbreak-

bail citing deteriorating
health and the need for ad-
vanced medical treatment.

Asaram also sought the
suspension of the life im-
prisonment sentence im-
posed on him by a trial
court in a rape case in Gu-
jarat.

A sessions court in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat in
January 2023 convicted
Asaram under various pro-
visions of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) in a2013 rape of
a female disciple at a Surat
Ashram. In August, while
hearing an appeal against
the trial court verdict, the
Gujarat High Court de-
clined to suspend his life
imprisonment sentence.

ing scene unfolded one
that will forever remain
etched in the minds of
those who witnessed it.
In a moment filled
with unimaginable
grief, Appireddy’s sis-
ter, dressed in a simple
saree, approached her
brother’s bier. Her
hands trembled. Tears
streamed down her face.
But with a deep breath
and a heavy heart, she

came up, then Mukhyamantri Paig

districts.

The yatra will also cover the
district of Katihar, Purnea,
Araria, Madhubani, Darb-
hanga, Sitamarhi, East Cham-
paran, West Champaran, Go-
palganj, Siwan and Saran.

The yatra will then conclude
at Ara district of the state.

The Congress leaders said
that through this yatra the
party wants to highlight the
alleged malpractice in the
state to remove lakhs of vot-
ers. The opposition has al-
leged the SIR issue as ‘vote-
bandi’ and daylight dacoity
of votes. The assembly polls
in Bihar for the 243 seats
will take place later this year
in the month of October and
November.

The Congress, RJD, VIP and
Left parties have been target-
ing the Commission and ac-
cusing it of helping the ruling
NDA in the state.

Stalin releases State
Education Policy, remains
firm on opposition to NEP

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Friday said that
the State Education Policy
(SEP) has been curated while
keeping in mind the "unique
character” of the state and an-
nounced that the state will only
follow a two-language policy.

"Through this education
policy, we don't want students
just to mug up, but think and
get educated. Physical educa-
tion will be taught along with
studies. Importantly, I want to
say firmly that we will follow
two two-language policy and it
is our firm policy," Stalin said
while addressing the gather-
ing at Anna Centenary Library
Auditorium.

The Chief Minister informed
that smart classes will be in-
troduced under the newly re-
leased SEP.

"We are going to make a
change in education, our aimis
to educate all. Nobody should

be left out," Stalin said while
emphasising the need to teach
rational thought in education.

"We will never allow anyone
to stop education. We will not
allow pirooku (reactionary
thinking) in our education.
Our state education policy
aims to create samathuva
kalvi (equality) and will be a
pagutharivu kalvi (one with
a rational thought). This will
serve as a platform to compete
with international standards
of education," Stalin asserted.

He said that his government
aims for a 100 per cent ad-
mission of school students in
higher education, which now
stands at 75 per cent.

"The government, based on
the Dravidian model, needs all
school students to join higher
education. Mother feels happy
to see her children study well.
75 per cent of school students
joined higher education, and
we target 100 per cent to join
higher education," the CM
said.

"When you finish school and
join college life, it will give a
new experience. This willbea
way for your career. This year,
901 students joined premier
institutions," Stalin added.

This move comes after
months of protests by the
DMK led government against
the National Education Policy
(NEP) promoted by the Cen-
tre. The DMK-led Tamil Nadu
government has consistently
opposed the NEP, calling it
"against social justice" and
an attempt to impose Hindi
on the state. Tamil Nadu has
refused toimplement the NEP.

In May, the state govern-
ment filed a plea in the Su-
preme Court over the alleged
withholding of about Rs
2,200 crore in central funds,
which it linked to its refusal to
adopt the NEP. The plea asks
the court to declare that the
NEP 2020 and the PM SHRI
Schools Scheme are not bind-
ing on the state unless it for-
mally agrees to them.

Phone-tapping scandal: Bandi Sanjay accuses
KCR regime of snooping on 6,500 people

RAJ KIRAN BATHULA
HYDERABAD

In a sensational revelation,
Union Minister and BJP
leader Bandi Sanjay Kumar
has alleged that the previ-
ous BRS government, led
by former Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao (KCR),
tapped the phones of over
6,500 individuals, including
politicians, judges, contrac-
tors, bureaucrats, film per-
sonalities, and even family
members of BRS leaders.
Speaking to the media after
appearing before the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
probing the phone tapping
case, Bandi Sanjay expressed
shock over the details shared
by police during the inquiry.

SC deletes direction to
remove Allahabad HC judge
from handling criminal cases

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day recalled it's recent order
in which it had issued ad-
verse observations against
Allahabad High Court
judge Justice Prashant Ku-
mar for the latters' decision
in having allowed criminal
proceedings to continue in
a civil money recovery dis-
pute.

In its August 4 order, a
bench of Justices ].B. Pardi-
walaand R. Mahadevan had
asked the Chief Justice of the
Allahabad High Court tore-
move Justice Prashant Ku-
mar from the criminal roster
-- meaning the judge will not
be handling criminal mat-
ters until his retirement. The
top-court had also directed
the High Court Chief Justice
to change Justice Kumar's
roster and bench him along
side a senior judge of the
High Court.

However, following the

top-court's observation
against Justice Kumar, at
least thirteen Allahabad
High Court judges wrote to
the High Court's Chief Jus-
tice Arun Bhansali to con-
vene a full-court meeting in
defiance of the adverse ob-
servations made by the top-
court against Justice Kumar.

Subsequently, the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) B.R.
Gavai wrote to Justice Pardi-
wala urging the top-court
judge to reconsider the said
directions against Allahabad
HC judge Justice Kumar.

Therefore, the bench led by
Justice Pardiwala decided to
recall the said order and de-
leted the two paragraphs in
which it had issued adverse
directions against Justice
Kumar.

The bench while dictating
its order today, said "At the
outset we must clarify our
intention was not to cause
embarrassment or asper-
sions on the concerned
judge.

“Iam shocked to know that
the KCR government tapped
phones of more than 6,500
people. This includes myself,
current CM Revanth Red-
dy, Harish Rao, ministers,
MLAs, and even KCR’s own
daughter Kavitha,” Sanjay
said.

Bandi Sanjay further
claimed that the phones of
judges one of whom was

Assam: Injured
tusker’s 95-km
forced march
sparks outrage

NIBIR DEKA
NEW DELHI

A viral video showing an in-
jured 48-year-old elephant
named Maniki limping
along a highway in Assam
has triggered widespread
condemnation from wildlife
lovers and prompted imme-
diate intervention by forest
department officials. The
elephant was being forced
to walk nearly 95 km from
Kakopathar in Tinsukia
district to Dibrugarh for
medical treatment, despite
official instructions to trans-
port the animal by truck.

The shocking footage re-
vealed Maniki, suffering
from a severely bent left
foreleg, struggling to walk
with a mahout (elephant
handler) riding on her back.
The elephant’s owner, Ru-
chi Chetia from Jorhat, had
defied forest department
guidelines that specifically
mandated vehicular trans-
portation for the injured
animal’s welfare.

fulfilled her Raksha
Bandhan ritual tying a
Rakhi to her deceased
brother’s wrist.

It was a powerful and
painful gesture one that
conveyed the essence
of sibling love even in
death. Those around
were moved to tears. The
silence was only broken
by soft sobs and prayers.

“Raksha Bandhan is
meant to celebrate the

investigating the TSPSC
Group-1 paper leak were also
tapped.

“Even the judge probing the
TSPSCleak was underillegal
surveillance. This is nothing
short of constitutional mur-
der,” he stated.

He said the KCR-led gov-
ernment used the SIB (Spe-
cial Intelligence Bureau) as
a tool for political espionage,

blackmail, and extortion.

“The SIB is meant to track
Maoist and terrorist activi-
ties, but KCR misused it to
spy on opposition leaders,
contractors, and even BRS
leaders. They intimidated
people and collected crores
in bribes,” he alleged.

Bandi Sanjay also ques-
tioned why Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy, whose phone
was allegedly tapped as well,
has not appeared before the
SIT.

“Why hasn’t the CM given
his statement to SIT? Why is
he silent? Is he trying to pro-
tect KCR and his family?” he
asked.

He accused both Congress
and BRS of colluding to delay
justice.

Assam: Citizens’ meet in
Sivasagar calls for communal
harmony amid rising tension

NIBIR DEKA
NEW DELHI

A citizens’ meet was con-
vened in Sivasagar district
of Assam on Friday, August
8. This has been convened
amid the growing commu-
nal tensions in the region.
The meeting, organised by
the youth of Sivasagar, wit-
nessed participation from
conscious citizens as well as
representatives of various
national and community-
based organisations.
Assam pressure group Bir
Lachit Sena leader Shring-
khal Chaliha delivered a
speech that drew mixed
reactions from a section of
attendees. Chaliha has ad-
dresed political bias in the
gathering and remarked
that the event had turned
into a political meeting rath-
er than a neutral citizens’
forum. Chaliha announced
that a separate citizens’
meeting would be organised
in the future under the lead-

eternal bond between
brothers and sisters,”
said a grieving elder from
the village. “But today, it
reminded us of the fragil-
ity of life.”

Locals gathered in large
numbers to offer their
condolences to the fam-
ily. The entire village,
usually festive on this day,
wore a mournful look.
Shops remained closed,
and homes kept their cel-

ership of Sivasagar’s senior
residents.

Reacting to his remarks,
meeting organiser Ankuron
Phukan dismissed Chaliha’s
allegations, asserting that
the event did not favour
any political party. “If we
have shown bias, it is only
towards indigenous Assa-
mese,” Phukan said.

Some of the speakers
evoked about the syncretic
traditions of the state.

Later in the session, sev-
eral speakers appealed for
preserving Sivasagar’s cen-
turies-old unity and harmo-
ny. The meeting passed a se-
ries of resolutions, including
awarning against delivering
inflammatory speeches in
future.

The forum condemned
statements made by Chitu
Boruah, Shringkhal Chal-
iha, and Yunus Tamuli
regarding the ‘Miya’ issue
and resolved not to allow
such provocative remarks
at subsequent gatherings.

last Rakhi: Grief overwhelms Krishtapuram on Rakshabandhan

ebrations minimal out of
respect.

For Appireddy’s sis-
ter and family, Raksha
Bandhan will never be
the same again. It will be
remembered not as a day
of joy, but as the day they
bid a final goodbye.

A sister’s last Rakhi
tied with love, grief, and
unbreakable memory
has left an entire village
in tears.
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CM REKHA GUPTA SAYS EDUCATION
NOT ACOMMERCIAL VENTURE

"It's for the first time that a governmentis openly standing
alongside the parents of school children in Delhi"
DELHI SCHOOL FEES BILL: TAKEAWAYS

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

hief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Friday
said the broad mes-

sage of the bill introduced
by the Delhi government to
regulate fee hikes by private
schools was to underline
that education was not a
commercial enterprise.

“Its for the first time that a
government is openly stand-
ing alongside the parents of
school children in Delhi.
The AAP is looking side-
ways now as the BJP gov-
ernment did what it could
not do while being in power
in Delhi,” Gupta told report-
ers.

Delhi Education Minis-
ter Ashish Sood tabled the
‘Delhi School Education
Transparency in Fixation
and Regulation of Fees Bill,
2025’ on the first day of the

CM cites

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Friday launched a
scathing attack on the pre-
vious AAP government
for allegedly neglecting
the welfare of construction
workers in the city, citing
damning findings from a
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report.
Speaking in the Assem-
bly, she demanded that
the CAG report on “Wel-
fare of Building and Other
Construction Workers’ be
referred to the Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC) of
the House for investigation
and necessary action.
Assembly Speaker Vijen-
der Gupta subsequently
referred the report on
construction workers,
along with two other
CAG reports on the Delhi
government’s finance ac-

B Bill aims to stop commer-
cialisation of education and
protect parents’ interests.

M Coversall private, recognised
unaided schools in Delhi

without exceptions.

M Introduces three-tier assess-
ment and approval system
with penalties for violations.

B Requires prior government
permission before any pri- |

vate school fee hike.

ongoing Monsoon session.

The bill is scheduled to
be discussed and passed
in the Assembly later in
the day. Members of the
House were also allowed to
propose amendments to its
provisions.

It seeks to regulate the fees

of all private, recognised
unaided schools in Delhi
through a three-tier system
of assessment and approv-
als via committees set up for
the purpose, with stiff pen-
alties in case of violations.
On Thursday, Sood said all
private and unaided schools

"

in Delhi, irrespective of
where they are built, will
now need prior permission
from the government before
raising their fees from now
on.

Until now, only around
350 schools built on gov-
ernment-allotted land were

CAG report to attack AAP

counts and appropriation
accounts for 2023-24 —
presented in the House on
August 4 by the chief min-
ister — to the PAC.

Rekha Gupta alleged that
despite court orders, the
previous Kejriwal govern-
ment in Delhi failed to re-
lease financial assistance
to construction workers.
She further claimed that
the former AAP adminis-
tration “failed” to deliver
benefits to workers under
various schemes intended
to provide loans for pur-

chasmg tools, house loans,
and assistance to pregnant
women in cases of miscar-
riage.

The CAG report, cover-
ing a four-year period from
2019 to 2023, highlighted
irregularities in the reg-
istration of construction
workers and pointed to
low expenditure on their
welfare, despite the state
government having a sub-
stantial fund exceeding Rs
3,500 crore.

Earlier in the discus-
sion, AAP MLA Virendra

Kadian accused the BJP of
selectively quoting portions
of the report that criticised
the previous Delhi govern-
ment. He emphasised that
the report covered a period
heavily impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic, when
large numbers of migrant
workers had returned to
their home states. Accord-
ing to Kadian, the former
Kejriwal government had
provided financial assis-
tance of Rs 5,000 each to
workers during the pan-
demic.

BJP MLAs Poonam Shar-
ma and Neelam Pahalwan
also criticised the previous
AAP government, accusing
it of neglecting construc-
tion workers’ welfare.

Sharma charged that mi-
grant workers were forced
to leave Delhi because the
then AAP government
could not adequately ad-
dress their needs.

Centre fixes subsidised tomato
prices Rs 47 60 per kg

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Friday an-
nounced the subsidised
retail sale price of tomatoes
in the range of Rs 47-60 per
kg in the national capital
through the National Co-
operative Consumers’ Fed-
eration of India (NCCF), to
provide relief to buyers.
The NCCF, which has
been procuring tomatoes
from Azadpur mandi since
August 4, is retailing them
with minimal margins, the

Police rejects charges of communal angle in Asif Qureshi murder

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police has re-
jected all the claims of a
communal angle in the ac-
tor Huma Qureshi’s cousin,
Asif Qureshi, who was
murdered in Delhi follow-
ing a dispute over parking
in the Bhogal area and has
noted that the incident was
the result of issues between
the neighbours.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP) South East,
Hemant Tiwari, said to ANI,
“Last night at 11:35 pm, we
received a PCR call from Na-
tional Heart Institute East of
Kailash. We were told that
one Mohd Asif Qureshi,
aged 45 years, was brought
dead to the hospital after an

consumer affairs ministry
said.

“To date, NCCF has sold
27,307 kilograms of toma-
toes at retail prices ranging
from Rs 47 to Rs 60 per kg,
depending on the procure-

altercation. Upon receiving
information, our SHO and
IO teams arrived at the hos-
pital, while ACP and ADCP
teams proceeded to the in-
cident site. The deceased
and the accused are neigh-
bours.”

DCP Tiwari recounted
the events of last night and
added, “Last night around
10:30 pm, one accused Ujj-
wal, who had returned from
his music class, parked his

ment cost,” the ministry
stated. Retail sales are being
conducted through NCCF’s
stationary outlets at Nehru
Place, Udyog Bhawan, Patel
Chowk, and Rajiv Chowk,
as well as through 6-7 mo-

scooty in front of the victim’s
house, to which the victim
objected, after which they
got into an altercation. Ujj-
wal’s brother Gautam also
came downstairs, and one
of them attacked the victim
with a sharp poker. The vic-
tim fainted. He was taken to
the hospital,l where he was
declared dead. The two ac-
cused have been arrested,
and the murder weapon
has been seized... The vic-

bile vans operating at vari-
ous locations across the city.

A similar initiative was
undertaken by NCCF in
previous years as well.

The ministry said tomato
prices have spiked tempo-
rarily in Delhi due to rains,
but the all-India average
remains stable. The cur-
rent average retail price of
tomatoes in Delhi at Rs 73
per kg is primarily due to
heavy rainfall in northern
and north-western regions
since the last week of July.

tim owns a butcher’s house
in the East district...”
Discarding the claims
made by the victim’s wife,
the SHO said, “There is
no communal angle to the
incident, it is just an issue
between two neighbours
which led to the incident...”
Earlier, Shaina, the de-
ceased’s wife, alleged that
the murder of his husband,
Asif Qureshi, was pre-
planned, highlighting that
the whole conflict was reli-
gion-based and the accused
had a problem with them
staying in a Hindu area.
She said, “Asif was a Mus-
lim boy, and all the other
residents here are Hindus.
They (both the accused) had
aproblem with how he is so
friendly with the Hindus.

The bill is scheduled
to be discussed
and passedin the
Assembly later
inthe day.

required to seek approval
before hiking their fees, he
said.

AAP leader Saurabh Bha-
radwaj criticised the bill,
saying it is designed to pro-
tect more than 350 private
schools from high court
and Supreme Court rulings
that previously kept their
fee structures under tight
scrutiny.

Bharadwaj claimed that
under existing laws and
court directions, these
schools were already re-
quired to seek permission
from the director of educa-
tion before increasing fees.

‘Phansi Ghar’ row: Kejriwal,
Sisodia to be summoned

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

After the discussion in the
house, Delhi Assembly
Speaker Vijender Gupta has
referred the controversial
‘Phansi Ghar’ issue to the
Assembly’s Privileges Com-
mittee. The committee is set
to summon former Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and former Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
over their alleged involve-
ment in the matter.
Speaker Gupta stated
that, “Based on the sense of
the House, a decision has
been taken to restore this
historical Assembly Build-
ing to its original form.” He
condemned the previous
government’s actions, call-
ing them a “grave insult to
history” and “amajor fraud.”
“The fake ‘Phansi ghar’
and tunnel, along with the
unauthorised alterations
to a heritage building, are
a betrayal of public senti-
ment and an affront to the
dignity of the House. His-
tory will never forgive such
misdeeds.” Gupta said. The

Speaker added, “In an event
held on August 9, 2022, to
mark the anniversary of
the Quit India Movement, a
plaque bearing the names of
Kejriwal and Sisodia was in-
stalled in the name of ‘Phansi
Ghar’. The House resolves
that the inscription plaque
will be removed.”

Speaker Gupta informed
the house that the Privileges
Committee will also sum-
mon former Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel and former
Deputy Speaker Rakhi Birla,
noting that the inauguration
took place under their su-
pervision. “The Assembly’s
dignity was compromised,
and public emotion was ma-
nipulated. This is a serious
matter of privilege and can-

not be ignored,” he added.
On Wednesday, Delhi Min-
ister and BJP leader Parvesh
Verma visited the British-era
“phansi-ghar” and accused
former Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal of distort-
ing a significant part of histo-
ry. While speaking to media
persons, Verma said, “When
this building was being con-
structed, this place was an
elevator... Arvind Kejriwal
has completely distorted
such a significant history...
Today, during the assembly
session, all the facts were
presented...”The minister
further said that the photos,
maps, and documents they
have received prove that
there were no gallows in the
“phansi-ghar”.

Delhi to form enforcement team against

illegal borevvells , SayS Water minister

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Water Minister Parvesh Verma on
Friday announced that the Delhi Jal
Board (D]B) is forming an enforce-
ment team to curb illegal borewells
across the city.

The announcement came in re-
sponse to growing concerns over
depleting groundwater levels in the
national capital raised by BJP MLA
Jitendra Mahajan.

Speaking in the Delhi Assembly,
Verma stated that while illegal bore-
wells pose a serious issue, an abrupt
shutdown of all borewells would lead
to widespread disruption.

“We are trying to provide water to
every household. So, borewells should
be allowed under regulation. A poli-
cy is being formulated to regularise
them. Seizing all borewells all of a sud-
den will cause problems,” Verma said.

The new enforcement teams will
inspect hotels and commercial estab-
lishments that either rely on ground-

water or procure water from tankers
without availing D]JB water connec-
tions, he added.

Hitting out at Leader of Opposition
Atishi, the water minister further
said, “In unauthorised colonies of
Delhi the previous government used
to carry out work of water and sewer
lines without any planning and vi-
sion.”

According to Verma, a water pipe-
line in Sangam Vihar area was laid but
could not be commissioned because of
multiple leakages.

“After initial Rs 7 crore was spent

on new line, additional Rs 4 crore
were demanded to plug the leakages.
Pipelines were laid so that rates were
raised but the network was not con-
nected to main supply,” Verma added.

According to Verma, the water loss-
es in the last 10 years increased from
30 per cent to 40 per cent.

“Since coming to power we have
launched an app, GPS fitted water
tankers and several other steps to-
wards better facilities. If we cut the
water loss from 40 per cent to 10-15
per cent, supply situation will im-
prove,” he said.

The water minster also said that
Wazirabad water supply improve-
ment project has been revived with
the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
and alleged that previous government
asked “commission” from the bank.

“Previous government demanded
6 per cent commission from ADB re-
garding Wazirabad water treatment
plant. The ADB withdrew from the
project saying it wont work with such
a government,” Verma said

CAQM admits no research on
pollutlon from overage Vehlcles

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM) has admitted that
it has not conducted any re-
search or study on pollution
caused by diesel vehicles
older than 10 years and pet-
rol vehicles older than 15

the basis of the ban, the com-
mission said the restrictions
on "end-of-life" (EoL) ve-
hicles stem entirely from the
National Green Tribunal's
(NGT) order in Vardhman
Kaushik vs Union of India
& Ors and the Supreme
Court's order in M C Mehta
vs Union of India & Ors.
Last month, the CAQM de-

years — the very category
that forms the basis of the
overage vehicle ban in Delhi-
NCR.

The CAQM revealed this

Why do they speak well of
him? This was the whole is-
sue. We do not even talk to
them.”

She also alleged that the
accused’s younger sibling
had a criminal record and
is involved in nefarious
activities. She said, “Their
younger child is involved in
theft and does drugs. He has
acriminal record. The elder
brother is also like him and
supports him.”

She further added, “They
attacked purposefully. If
there is a fight, you can say
what you have to. His sister
is abusing me and Asif as
well. She did not stop her
brothers. This was a pre-
planned murder. The girl
kept saying ‘maro maro’
(beat them).”

in a reply to a Right to In-
formation (RTT) application
filed by environmentalist
Amit Gupta. The commis-
sion confirmed that it has not

undertaken any pollution
research or study regarding
the impact of such vehicles.
When asked if there was any
other research that formed

ferred until October 31 the
enforcement of its earlier
directive that fuel stations
in Delhi should not supply
petrol or diesel to overage

Bharadwaj slams law and
order situation in the city

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) president Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj on Friday criticised the law
and order situation in the national capital,
alleging a sharp increase in street crimes
and accusing the police of focusing on tar-
geting AAP leaders instead of public safety.

His remarks came after Bollywood actor
Huma Qureshi’s cousin, Asif Qureshi, was
stabbed to death in Jangpura on August 7
following an argument over scooter park-
ing. Speaking to ANI, Bharadwaj said,
“Crime is constantly increasing in Delhi. A
few days ago, an MP’s chain was snatched
in Lutyen Zone’s Chanakyapuri. Chain
snatching, mobile snatching, and breaking
into cars for theft have become so common

that people have now stopped registering
complaints.” “Murders, rapes, and robber-
ies are constantly increasing. Delhi Police
and other agencies have been given just one
task, to falsely frame AAP leaders,” he add-
ed. According to Delhi Police, Asif Qureshi,
42, was killed around 10:30 pm in the Bho-
gal area of Jangpura after an argument with
two local youths.
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BIHARELECTIONS

ECI ASKS TEJASHWI TO SURRENDER
'FAKE’ EPIC CARD BY AUGUST 16

AGENCIES
SITAMARHI

he Election Commis-
sion on Friday told
RJD leader Tejashwi

Yadav that it was a crime to
forge and use a bogus gov-
ernment document and set
a deadline for him to submit
his “apparently fake” Elec-
toral Photo Identity Card
(EPIC) by August 16.

A fresh letter was issued
to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Bihar assem-
bly by the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Patna (Sadar)
cum Electoral Registration
Officer (ERO) for Digha as-
sembly constituency in this
regard.

The Official had last week
written to the former Depu-
ty CM, urging him to ‘hand
over for investigation’ the
voter card which he claimed
to possess despite it having
been ‘not issued officially’.

In the latest letter, the
ERO said that a perusal of
the voters list for the past
several years has led to

the conclusion that the EC
had never issued the voter
card with the EPIC number
quoted by Yadav.

“It appears that the afore-
mentioned EPIC card is
fake. Forging and using a
bogus government docu-
ment in the eyes of the law is
a crime. You are once again
requested to surrender your
apparently fake EPIC card
by 16/08/2025till5 pm,” the
letter read.

Yadav had in a press con-
ference on August 2 and
said that a search conduct-
ed with his EPIC number
was yielding the result ‘no
records found’ in the draft
electoral rolls prepared as
part of Special Intensive
Revision (SIR).

When the claim was re-
jected by the District Ad-
ministration in Patna, Ya-
dav alleged that his EPIC
number had been ‘changed’.
Later, Yadav admitted that
he did have the voter ID
card with the EPIC number
quoted by the officials, but
sought to blame them for is-

Leader of the Oppositionin the Bihar Legislative Assembly and
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) leader Tejashwi Yadav. ANI

suance of two EPIC cardsin
his favour.

Earlier, Janata Dal (Unit-
ed) MP Sanjay Kumar Jha
alleged that Opposition
leader Tejashwi Yadav
holds multiple Election IDs,
suggesting a similar prac-
tice among his supporters.
He further said there is no
issue on the ground in Bihar
regarding Special Intensive
Revision (SIR).

"On the ground, there is
noissue in Bihar. When the
Opposition leader (Tejashwi

ECI explains 65 lakh gap in
draft voter list in Bihar

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Enumeration Forms
for 7.24 crore electors were
collected out of about eight
crore forms distributed and
downloaded during the Enu-
meration Phase of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the voter list in Bihar, the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) said in a press release on
Friday.

Giving the reasoning behind
the gap between the forms dis-
tributed and collected, the ECI
stated, “BLO did not find these
electors or did not get back
their Enumeration Forms be-
cause they: Became electorsin
other States/UTS, or were not
found in existence, or did not

submit the form till 25 July, or
were not willing to register as
an elector for some reason or
other (Para iv of Enumeration
Form at Page 17 of SIR order
refers).”

The ECI released the cu-
mulative data for the forms
distributed, downloaded, col-
lected, and digitised.

The press release also
shared the graphical data for
the Enumeration Forms dis-
tributed, collected and digi-
tised daily. According to ECI’s

graph, the gap of 65 lakh elec-
tors is attributed to 22 lakh
deceased individuals, 36 lakh
who have either permanently
shifted from Bihar or were
not found, and the remaining
7 lakh who were enrolled in
multiple places.

According to the press note,
the objective of SIR is to en-
sure that no eligible elector is
left behind and no ineligible
elector getsincluded. Any gen-
uine electors can still be added
back in the electoral rolls dur-
ing the Claims and Objections
period from 1st August to Ist
September 2025.

Earlier today, ECI reiterated
that no claim or objection has
been submitted by any politi-
cal party regarding the draft
electoral rolls in Bihar.

Yadav) kept two Election
IDs, then we don't know
how many IDs his support-
ers must be having. This
is the reason SIR is being
done," he said.

Tejashwi Yadav on Tues-
day said that the Election
Commission of India (EC)
should answer for "several
voters who have been left
out" in the draft electoral
rolls in Bihar.

Healso said that he will re-
spond to EC's notice which
was sent to him over a voter

ID he showed in a press con-
ference. The EC had said
that the voter ID was not of-
ficially issued.

" A response will be given.
What is the big deal? Elec-
tion Commission should
tell us about several voters
who have been left out," Te-
jashwi Yadav told reporters
in Patna.

"Names of 50 people from
the same household have
been added. There are sev-
eral such discrepancies by
the Election Commission.
We will send the same to
the Election Commission
and present our side before
the Court," he said.

Amid the row over SIR,
Union Minister and LJP
(Ram Vilas) President Chi-
rag Paswan accused Tejash-
wi Yadav, of involvement in
"duplicity of votes".

"... Who is giving rise to
this situation of doubt? As
an LoP in Bihar, he conducts
apress conference and com-
plains that his name is not
there in the electoral roll,"
Paswan asked.

Will fight solo in Bihar if

AGENCIES
PATNA

Suheldev Bharatiya Samayj
Party (SBSP) president and
Uttar Pradesh Panchayati
Raj Minister Om Prakash
Rajbhar on Friday reiter-
ated that if his party does
not form an alliance with
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) in Bihar,
it will contest the elections
independently by forming
a separate front.

He asserted that such a
move would not jeopardise
his ministerial position in
the BJP-led Uttar Pradesh
government and added that
he has no greed for holding
office.

Speaking to reporters
after a party review meeting
in Nawanagar, Rajbhar said
that even if the SBSP con-
tests separately in Bihar, his
position as a minister in Ut-
tar Pradesh would remain
unaffected.

"There is no threat to
my ministerial post in Uttar
Pradesh. We are not saying
that we will definitely not
form an alliance in Bihar.
Our first preference is to

NDA ties ta]ks faJl Rajbhar

He asserted that such a move would
not jeopardise bis ministerial
position in the BJP-led Uttar Pradesh
government and added that be

bas no greed for holding office.

fight the elections together
with the NDA," he said.

Recalling past experi-
ences, Rajbhar remarked
that in 2007 he was stopped
from contesting elections
and, in a later bypoll, his
party's defeat was also cited
as areason to keep him out.

"If in 2025 no alliance
happens in Bihar, then we
will definitely fight the elec-
tions by forming our own
front," he added.

BJP leaders in Bihar ‘more corrupt
than Lalu’, alleges Prashant Kishor

AGENCIES
PATNA

Jan Suraaj Party founder
Prashant Kishor on Friday
flagged “serious irregulari-
ties” in the health depart-
ment of Bihar, a portfolio
held by the BJP all through
the NDA rule, and alleged
that leaders of the saf-
fron party in the state are
“more corrupt” than RJD
president Lalu Prasad.
Addressing a press con-
ference, Kishor launched
a frontal attack on state
Health Minister Mangal
Pandey, whois also a former
Bihar BJP president, accus-
ing him of “quid pro quo”
with current state unit chief

Prashant Kishore

Dilip Jaiswal, whom the Jan
Suraaj Party founder has
been targeting for some time.
Kishor alleged that the health
department had placed an
order for “1,200 ambu-
lances” priced at around
Rs 28 lakh each, which
was almost twice as what
states like Odisha and Ut-

tar Pradesh were paying. He
also claimed that in the thick
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Pandey had purchased a
flat in Delhi in his wife’s
name and Jailswal helped
him in the transaction.
The BJP has rub-
bished the allegations.
“Pandey showed his grati-
tude by granting the status
of deemed university to a
medical college in Kishan-
ganj in which Jaiswal has
huge stakes,” said Kishor.
“Jaiswal transferred Rs
25 lakh to the account of
Pandey’s father on August
6, 2019 and that money
was used in the purchase
of a flat in the name of the
then health minister’s wife.

Jaiswal even signed as a
witness in the document of
the flat purchased in Del-
hi’s Dwarka,” he claimed.
Even if Pandey borrowed
this amount from Jaiswal,
why did he not mention it
in his election affidavit in
the 2020 assembly polls
in the category of unse-
cured loan, Kishor said.
“BJP leaders in Bihar claim
to be unblemished, but in
reality they are more cor-
rupt than even RJD presi-
dent Lalu Prasad, whom
they like to attack over
conviction in fodder scam
cases and alleged involve-
ment in railway scams
like land for hotels and
land for jobs,” he asserted.

When asked whether
contesting separately in Bi-
har would strain relations
with the NDA, Rajbhar
replied that he was not at-
tached to the perks of min-
istership.

"If we contest separately
in Bihar, it will not affect our
alliance in Uttar Pradesh. I
am not tempted by the min-
isterial post — last time, I
resigned and walked away,
didn’t 1?" he said.

5 killed as tree
falls on moving
bus in UP

AGENCIES
BARABANKI
Five passengers, including four
women, were killed on Friday
after a tree fell on a running bus
on Haidergarh-Harakh road in
Barabanki district, police said.
The Uttar Pradesh roadways
bus left for Haidergarh from the
Barabanki bus stop with about
60 passengers at 10.30 am. As
the bus reached near Harakh
village, a cluster fig tree (gular)
suddenly fell on it due to heavy
rain, causing considerable dam-
age to the vehicle, police said.
Six seriously injured persons
were rushed to the district hospi-
tal, of which four women and the
bus driver were declared dead,
while another is undergoing
treatment, Barabanki chief medi-
cal officer Awadhesh Kumar said.

Banke Bihari temple: SC
proposes to suspend operation
of panel under UP ordinance

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day said it will pass an order
to suspend the operation of
the Committee under the
Uttar Pradesh Shri Bankey
Bihari Ji Temple Trust Ordi-
nance, 2025, which has been
vested with the management
of the Bankey Bihari temple
in Vrindavan, Mathura.
A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi also said that it will
refer the matter to the Al-
lahabad High Court to chal-
lenge the constitutional
validity of the Ordinance.
Till the High Court decides
the matter, the Committee will
be kept in abeyance, it said.
It further said that in the
meantime, to ensure the

smooth adm1n1strat10n
of the temple, the apex
court will constitute an-
other Committee, which
will be headed by a former
Judge of the High Court.
The Committee will also
have certain government
officers and the representa-
tives of the Goswamis, who
are the traditional caretakers
of the temple, said the bench.
The bench also orally pro-
posed to recall the direc-
tions in the May 15 judg-
ment, which allowed the
government to use the tem-
ple funds for the corridor.

HC upholds charges against professors in
Beas river tragedy that killed 25 students

TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

The Himachal Pradesh High
Court on Friday refused to
discharge three faculty mem-
bers of the VNR Vignana Jyo-
thi Institute of Engineering
and Technology, Hyderabad,
who are facing charges cul-
pable negligence under Sec-
tions 336, 304-A read with
Section 34 of the IPC, in con-
nection with the 2014 Beas
River tragedy that claimed
the lives of 25 students
and a tour manager near
Thalout in Mandi district.
Justice Virender Singh, while
dismissing the revision plea
(Cr. Revision No. 284 of 2024)
filed by professors A. Aditya,
C. Kiran, and Sumabala, up-
held the trial court’s Febru-
ary 8, 2024, order, which had
denied their discharge un-

der Section 258 of the CrPC.
The court noted that the pe-
titioners, who were acting as
tour guardians, had stopped
the bus during a college trip
and allowed students to ven-
ture down to the riverbed for
photographs, despite being
aware of the dangerous na-
ture of mountain rivers and
the possibility of sudden wa-
ter surges from dam releases.
“Faculty members were
knowing that by not stopping
the students from going to the
river bed, they were likely to
die, which is clear from the
fact that while going into the
river bed, the faculty member
had not taken their own child
along,” the judgment stated.
“This Court finds that the
negligence was so gross that
it is a criminal negligence
punishable under Section

304 IPC,” the Judge added,
while rejecting the argument
that Section 34 IPC (common
intention) was not applicable.
On June 8, 2014, 48 engi-
neering students and fac-
ulty members were travel-
ling from Shimla to Manali
when they stopped near the
Beas river at Shala-Nala for a
photo session. With the river
level appearing low, many
students moved into the dry
riverbed. Suddenly, water was
released from the Larji Dam
upstream without any prior
hooter or warning system
in place, sweeping away 25
students and a tour manager.
The bodies were recovered
over the following weeks from
downstream, including Pan-
doh Dam. The postmortem
reports confirmed drown-
ing as the cause of death.

Why only Air
India? SC junks
PIL seeking
audit of airline

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday
refused to entertain a plea for
the constitution of a commit-
tee headed by a retired Su-
preme Court judge to audit
Air India's safety practices
and maintenance procedures
independently.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi
questioned the petitioner why
he was singling out Air India.

"Why just Air India? What
about others?" they asked
while rejecting the petition.
That plea was filed in the
wake of a recent crash of an
Air India Boeing aircraft op-
erating on the Ahmedabad -
London route, which claimed
270 lives.

Indian Army, IAF seek 200
light helicopters to replace
ageing Chetak-Cheetah fleet

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Defence Ministry has
issued a Request for Infor-
mation (RFI) to replace its
fleet of Chetak and Chee-
tah helicopters with about
200 modern light helicop-
ters classified as Recon-
naissance and Surveil-
lance Helicopters (RSH).
The new helicopters
will serve both the In-
dian Army and the In-
dian Air Force, with an
expected requirement of
120 units for the Army
and 80 for the Air Force.
The RFI aims to finalise
technical requirements, de-
cide the procurement meth-
od, and identify potential
suppliers, including Indian
companies partnering with

original equipment manu-
facturers (OEMs), who can
supply Reconnaissance and
Surveillance Helicopters.
These helicopters will have
multiple roles, operating
day and night. Their du-
ties will include reconnais-
sance and surveillance,
carrying small troops or
Quick Reaction Teams for
special missions, support-
ing ground operations with
internal and external loads,
scouting alongside attack
helicopters, casualty evacu-
ation including search and
rescue, and aiding civil au-
thorities when required.
In March, the Indian Air
Force had already planned
to acquire more utility he-
licopters alongside other
defence platforms.

World Lion Day 2025: Barda Sanctuary thrlves with 17 lions, 25 leopards

TDG NETWORK
GANDHINAGAR

On the occasion of World Lion
Day 2025, the State of Gujarat
reaffirmed its position asana-
tional leader in wildlife con-
servation by showcasing the
ongoing ecological advance-
ment of the Barda Wildlife
Sanctuary into a robust sec-
ondary habitat for the Asiatic
lion, a press release from the
Gujarat CMO said on Friday.
As per the 2023 wildlife cen-

sus, Barda is now home to 17
Asiatic lions, including cubs,
and a healthy population of 25
leopards.

According to the release,
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel,
the Forest and Environment
Department has undertaken
a science-driven and com-
munity-inclusive approach
to habitat development. The
strategic transformation of
Barda Sanctuary is the result

of focused efforts in ecological
restoration, scientific habitat
management, and participa-
tory governance. Gujarat’s
sustained success in the con-
servation of the Asiatic lion
stands as a model of balanced
development. It reflects the
guiding philosophy of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
-- “Vikas bhi, Virasat bhi” --
where progress and preser-
vation are pursued simultane-
ously and harmoniously. This

dual approach ensures that
the protection of natural heri-
tage goes hand in hand with
sustainable development.

Comprehensive conserva-
tion measures -- including
grassland restoration, prey
base enhancement, and

technology-enabled wildlife
tracking -- have significantly
improved the sanctuary’s car-
rying capacity. This progress
aligns with the broader objec-
tives of Project Lion, launched
by Prime Minister Modi to
expand lion habitats beyond
Gir, ensure health security for
wildlife, and promote long-
term ecological sustainability.

Located near Porbandar
in coastal Saurashtra, Barda
Wildlife Sanctuary has been

identified as a core landscape
under Project Lion for habitat
diversification. Unlike many
protected areas, Barda re-
cords 100 per cent lion habi-
tation within its boundaries,
underscoring the success of
habitat protection strategies.
The use of advanced tools
like radio-collars and real-
time movement tracking has
made lion monitoring more
effective.

Efforts such as large-scale

grassland rejuvenation and
prey species augmentation
have created a robust eco-
logical base capable of sup-
porting apex predators. The
co-existence of lions and
leopards within the sanctu-
ary signals the presence of
a stable and functional eco-
system, positioning Barda as
areplicable model for future
rewilding and conservation
projects, the press release
said.
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INDIA'S FUEL BILL TO RISE WITHOUT
RUSSIAN OIL IMPORTS: REPORT

The bill could increase by $9 billion to $12 billion: SBI study

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

India’s crude oil import

bill could increase by

USD 9 billion to USD
12 billion, if the country
stops buying Russian
crude oil, according to a
report by the State Bank of
India (SBI).

The report noted that if
India halted oil imports
from Russia for the rest of
FY26, the fuel bill might
increase by USD 9 billion in
FY26 and USD 11.7 bhillion
in FY27 due to increase in
prices.

SBI stated “if India
stopped oil imports from
Russia during the rest of
FY26, then India’s fuel bill
might increase by only
USD 9 hillion”.

Russia currently ac-
counts for 10 per cent of
the global crude supply.
If all countries stopped
buying from Russia,
crude oil prices could

FUEL BILL IMPACT WITHOUT RUSSIAN OIL
%

B SBI projects USD 9bnrisein

FY26,USD 11.7bn in FY27.

W Russia supplies 35.1% of
India’s crude imports, up
from 1.7% in FY20.

M Diversified imports from
40 nations could cushion
impact but not avoid higher
costs.

B Global crude prices may

jump 10% if Russian exports

face wider bans.

rise by around 10 per
cent, provided no other
countries increase their
production.

India substantially in-
creased purchasing of Rus-
sian oil since 2022, which
was sold at a discount,
capped at USD 60 per bar-
rel, to ensure energy secu-
rity after Western nations
imposed sanctions on Mos-
cow and avoided its sup-
plies following the invasion

India marches towards energy
self-reliance, but imports still
crucial: Hardeep Puri

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Friday highlighted India’s
strides in clean energy
and domestic fuel produc-
tion, while acknowledg-
ing that the country still
relies heavily on imports
to meet its growing en-
ergy needs.

“We already have 113 com-
pressed biogas (CBG) plants

Pioneer Biofuels 360 Sum-
mit here in the national
capital.

The Minister pointed to
India’s liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) distribution as
another example of progress
in energy access.

“Today, we are running
against all statistics,” he
said. “We have 33.5 crore
LPG connections in the
country, including 10.5 crore
under the Ujjwala Yojana,
yet we still import about 60
per cent of our LPG.”

———

operating and another 73
under construction,” he said
on the progress of bioenergy
and natural gas space.
“Ifyoulook at the car mod-
els coming onto the market,
many new ones are CNG-
compatible. So that’s a suc-
cess story,” the minister told
reporters on the sidelines of

While acknowledging the
import dependency, Puri
reaffirmed that the country
is taking decisive steps to in-
crease domestic production.

“Our refineries are going
to produce more. We are
going to do more in explora-
tion and production (E&P),”
he said.

India needs adequate valuation
mechanism for skilled
workers: Jayant Chaudhary

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Jayant
Chaudhary urged business-
es to step up by offering bet-
ter pay for certified workers
and shifting away from in-
formal hiring practices, stat-
ing, “everyone understands
our skilling gap -- young
people are graduating, but
we cannot hire them”.
Speaking at the 16th FICCI
Global Skills Summit, the
minister likened the cur-
rent gap in valuing certified
workers to the early days of
carbon pricing, where the
absence of clear mechanisms
delayed meaningful climate
action. He called for a shift
in how India values skilled
labour. “Currently, we don’t
have a price for employabil-
ity, for skilling,” he said.
Indiais staring at a discon-
nect between formal educa-
tion and employability, with

policymakers and industry
leaders warning that with-
out urgent reforms, the
country risks turning its
demographic dividend into
a liability.

Reinforcing this sentiment,
Jayant Chaudhary told ANI,
“FICCI showed solidar-
ity with the efforts the Gol
is making to ensure national
interest is kept supreme. Our
Prime Minister also said that
there is no way the interest of
our farmers, fishermen, agri-
cultural workers or rural ar-
tisans can be compromised.”

of Ukraine.

As aresult, Russia’s share
in India’s total oil imports
surged from just 1.7 per
cent in FY20 to 35.1 per
cent in FY25, making Rus-
sia India’s largest oil sup-
plier. In volume terms,
India imported 88 million
metric tonnes (MMT) of
crude from Russia in FY25,
out of its total oil imports of
245 MMT.

Before the Ukraine war,

Iraq was India’s top crude
supplier, followed by Sau-
di Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE).

Indian refiners gener-
ally source oil from Middle
Eastern producers through
annual contracts, which
allow flexibility to request
additional supplies each
month.

Since the imposition of
sanctions on Russia, re-
finers have also turned to

crude suppliers in the Unit-
ed States, West Africa, and
Azerbaijan.

India has further diversi-
fied its oil sources to about
40 countries. New supply
options have emerged from
Guyana, Brazil, and Cana-
da, adding to the country’s
energy security.

If Russian supplies were
cut off, India could shift
back to its traditional Mid-
dle Eastern suppliers under
existing annual deals, en-
suring flexibility in meeting
its import needs.

The SBI report highlight-
ed that while the potential
increase in the import bill
is significant, India’s diver-
sified supply network and
established contracts with
other oil-producing na-
tions may help cushion the
impact.

However, a rise in global
crude prices due to reduced
Russian exports would still
put upward pressure on
costs.

US tariffs may slow India’s
economic growth: Morgan Stanley

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

If the recently announced
US tariffs on Indian goods
persist for a longer period,
the impact on India’s eco-
nomic growth could be be-
tween 0.4 per cent and 0.8
per cent, Morgan Stanley has
said in a report.

The US has increased tar-
iffs on Indian goods to 50 per
cent. According to the re-
port, if tariffs remain at these
high levels for 12 months,
India’s growth could see
downside risks, assuming
no mitigating factors.

“To assess the impact of
tariffs on India’s GDP, we use
inferences from the input-
output table modelled by our
global team,” the report said.

The report analyzed that
assuming all goods exports
are subject to a 50 per cent
tariff rate, the direct impact
on growth is likely to be
60bps (basis points), while
the indirect impact could be
of a similar magnitude over
a12-month period.

A similar sensitivity analy-
sis for the 67 per cent of non-
exempted goods suggests
that the direct impact could
be 40bps, while the indirect
impact could be of the same
magnitude, taking the total

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Imposing tariffs on the
pharmaceutical Industry
will significantly impact the
earnings of Indian pharma
companies, as nearly 40 per
cent of India’s total pharma
exports are directed to the
US market, according to a
report by SBI Research.
The report highlighted
that if the US President im-
poses 50 per cent tariffs on
Indian pharma exports as
well, the earnings of phar-

impact to 80bps.

The sensitivity analysis
is based on a linear impact
from the external demand
shock and does not consid-
er mitigating factors such as
domestic policy response or
export market diversifica-
tion.

The report also noted that
policy support could step up
to bolster domestic growth
conditions if downside risks
persist.

Breaking down the tar-
iff impact, the report ex-
plained that the primary
impacts account for the

mand causes global ripple ef-
fects in intermediate inputs
linked to the goods initially
impacted. Reduced output
from these effects can lead to
adecline in value-added pro-
duction, which, if sustained,
could result in falling wage
bills or employment losses.

The report also shared
that there is also a tertiary
impact, arising from small-
er operating profits and a
weaker business environ-
ment, which could discour-
age investment.

“We will closely monitor
geopolitical developments
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decline in value-added
GDP from lower demand,
either in the sector or prod-
uct that is tariffed, or in all
goods from a country if it
faces a blanket tariff.

The secondary impacts
look at how lower initial de-

maceutical companies may
decline by 5to 10 per cent in
FY26.

This is because many large

and high frequency growth
data. On the trade side, the
sixth round of negotiations
between India and the US,
currently slated for Au-
gust 25, will be important
to track,” Morgan Stanley
said.

Indian pharma companies
derive between 40 - 50 per
cent of their total revenue
from the US market.

Sensex dives below 80k
on tariff jitters

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Equity benchmark index
Sensex tumbled nearly 1 per
cent to slip below the 30,000
level on Friday as growing
concerns over the impact of
the additional US tariff and
unabated foreign fund out-
flows unnerved investors.

Deep losses in market
heavyweights Reliance In-
dustries, HDFC Bank and
Bharti Airtel also added
pressure on equities, trad-
ers said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 765.47 points or 0.95
per cent to settle at 79,857.79.
During the day, it tumbled
84742 points or 1.05 per cent
t0 79,775.84.

As many as 2,507 stocks
declined while 1,521 ad-
vanced and 145 remained
unchanged on the BSE.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
dropped 232.85 points or
0.95 per cent to 24,363.30.

Extending losing streak
for the sixth consecutive
week, the BSE benchmark
dropped 742.12 points or
0.92 per cent, and the Nifty
declined 202.05 points or
0.82 per cent.

“The Indian equity market
exhibited downward move-
ment, closing at a three-

month low amid growing
concerns over the impact of
US tariffs on Indian exports.

“FIIs remained net sell-
ers, intensifying the pres-
sure on domestic indices.
The pessimism was broad-
based, with realty and
metals bearing the biggest
brunt,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Limited, said.

From the Sensex firms,
Bharti Airtel, Tata Motors,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Ko-
tak Mahindra Bank, Axis
Bank and Reliance Indus-
tries were among the lag-
gards.

“Selling intensified, with
the Sensex ending below the
psychological 80k mark, as
analysts believe that once the

stiff tariff penalty on Indian
goods by the Trump admin-
istration comes into effect,
India’s growth could be hit
going ahead,” Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

However, NTPC, Titan,
Trent, ITC and Bajaj Fin-
serv managed to be in green
territory.

The BSE midcap gauge
tanked 1.56 per cent, and the
smallcap index dropped 1.03
per cent.

All sectoral indices ended
lower, realty dropped 2.09
per cent, telecommunication
(1.83 per cent), metal (1.82
per cent), consumer durables
(1.68 per cent), capital goods
(1.62 per cent) and commodi-
ties (1.55 per cent).

SEBI chairman calls for
modernising boardrooms

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The way the larger finan-
cial markets operate have
changed over the years
but Boardrooms in India
haven’t evolved at the same
pace, SEBI Chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey asserted on
Friday, suggesting some
changes that need to be in-
corporated as part of day-to-
day practice.

Speaking at the 2025 An-
nual Directors’ Conclave
organised by Institute of
Directors (IOD), SEBI chief
said boardrooms in India
are still equipping them-
selves with analog tools in
a digital, decentralised, and
high-stakes environment.

The boardroom of tomor-
row will need different in-
stincts, different questions,
and different courage, he
sets off as he went on to
spell some of the changes
the Boardrooms need to
bring about.

First, he suggested that
Boardrooms must shift
from compliance to culture.

“Governance is no longer

SBI stated “a possible tar-
iff of 50 per cent on pharma
exports may hit earnings of
pharma companies by 5 per
cent- 10 per cent in FY26,
as many big pharma com-
panies’ revenues from US
stood in the range of 40-50
per cent”.

In FY25, around 40 per
cent of India’s pharmaceu-
tical exports were directed
to the United States. India’s
share in the US’s total phar-
ma imports stood at 6 per
cent in 2024.

justabout policies. It’s about
tone, about behaviour and
about values in action. Does
the board talk about suc-
cession planning - or only
CEO compensation? Does
it probe culture - or leave
that to HR? Does it review
whistle-blower trends with
curiosity -- or with defen-
siveness?” he explained.
“We must begin treating
culture as a board-level re-

sponsibility - just like finan-
cials, risk, or strategy,” he
supplemented.

In another suggestion, he
called for redefining the role

Any tariff on pharma will hit India: SBI Research

A possible tariff of 50 per
cent on pharma exports will
also reduce the competitive-
ness of Indian products in
the world’s largest pharma-
ceutical market and create
pressure on profit margins,
as companies may be un-
able to pass on higher costs
to consumers.

The report noted that In-
dia has been a cornerstone
of the global supply chain
for affordable, high-quality
medicines, particularly
life-saving oncology drugs,

of independent directors.

“We cannot continue to
view them as honorary ap-
pointees, or friendly critics.
They must be viewed - and
treated - as stewards of ac-
countability,” the SEBI chief
added.

Third, Boards must em-
brace governance technol-
ogy, he opined.

“Let’s stop viewing digital
tools as burdens or threats.
Today’s boards can and
should demand real-time
dashboards that provide
meaningful insights - not
just volumes of PDF re-
ports. Imagine dashboards
that track red-flag employ-
ee exits, whistle-blower
complaints, ESG trends,
or vendor concentration
risks -- and bring them to
the board’s attention before
they hit the news,” Pandey
said.

Governance intelligence,
according to him, must be-
come as routine as financial
intelligence.

Finally, he noted that
Boardrooms need diversity
that goes beyond demogra-

phy.

antibiotics, and treatments
for chronic diseases. In the
generic drug market, India
supplies nearly 35 per cent
of the US’s pharmaceutical
requirements.

If the US were to shift
manufacturing and active
pharmaceutical ingredient
(API) production to other
countries or domestic fa-
cilities, the transition would
take a minimum of three to
five years to achieve mean-
ingful capacity, the report
added.

Gold prices hit fresh record on stockist buying, taritts

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Gold prices climbed by Rs
800 to hit a fresh all-time
high of Rs 1,03,420 per 10
grams in the national capital
on Friday due to persistent
buying by stockists, accord-
ing to the All India Sarafa
Association.

The precious metal of
99.9 per cent purity added
Rs 3,600 in the preceding

session to hit a new closing
peak of Rs 1,02,620 per 10
grams.

In the national capital,
gold of 99.5 per cent purity
alsojumped by Rs 800 to hit
a fresh peak of Rs 1,03,000
per10 grams (inclusive of all
taxes) on Friday, surpassing
its earlier lifetime high of
Rs 1,02,200 per 10 grams
recorded after Thursday’s
session.

In the last five sessions,
the yellow metal prices
have risen by Rs 5,800 per
10 grams.

“Gold prices rise af-
ter US imposed a 39 per
cent tariff on 1 kg and
100-ounce of gold bars
imported from Switzer-
land, disrupting a key
supply route and inject-
ing fresh volatility into
the bullion market.

“The reclassification of
these bars under a tax-
able category ended their
long-standing exemption,
as Switzerland is a major
refining hub and the move
has created supply-side
uncertainty and revived
safe-haven interest in gold
amid broader geopolitical
tensions,” Abans Finan-
cial Services’ CEO Chintan
Mehta said.
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EMPOWERING BHARAT'S FUTURE: THE SWADESHI
APPROACH TO SELF-RELIANCE

OPINION

SHIVPRAKASH
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he proposed 25%
tariff proposed by
the United States of

America (USA), to pres-
surise Bharat for a unfair
trade deal is not only ir-
rational but also a direct
attack on Bharat’s rural
agricultural economy and
self-reliance. In this context,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modji’s call for “Swadeshi”
(indigenous products) and
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” (self-
reliant Bharat) is no longer
justan emotional appeal but
a strategic response.
Bharat’s rural economy
is not limited to just farms
and the dairy sector. Itis a
socio-economic structure
that includes small farm-
ers, women’s self-help
groups, cooperative societ-

X

ies, and traditional produc-
tion chains. About 86% of
Bhartiya farmers are small
and marginal, with land
holdings of less than two
hectares. Over 8 crore rural
families in the country are
associated with the dairy
sector, most of whom are
women and landless farm-
ers.

This entire group is highly
vulnerable and relies heav-
ily on government support
for their livelihood. The
entire structure involving
such a vast population de-
pends on Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP), subsidies,
and customs duties.

PM Modi has expressed
his commitment to protect
the interests of agriculture
and dairy, which are the
backbone of the rural econ-
omy. Safeguarding the tar-
iff structure, strengthening
local price structures, and
empowering farmer pro-
ducer organizations, cold
storage facilities, and pro-
cessing units are among the
government’s top priorities.

The government is fully
committed in empower-
ing women economically,
ensuring nutritional secu-
rity, preserving traditional

agricultural diversity, and
safeguarding rural life and
livelihoods in every possible
way.

In light of these concerns,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, during his visit to
Kashi, raised the slogan
of Swadeshi(indigenous)
to the people of the coun-
try. Referring to Operation
Sindoor, he stated that the
world has witnessed the
strength of indigenous
weapons. The Prime Min-
ister described this as the
power of self-reliance in
Bharat’s defence sector.

There is an atmosphere
of uncertainty and instabil-
ity in the global economy.
To overcome this instabil-
ity, all nations are adopting
policies that protect their
national interests. In such
a scenario, how can Bharat
remain an exception? We
are on the path to becom-
ing the world’s third-largest
economy. In this context, we
must remain vigilant about
our national interests, as
well as the livelihoods of our
farmers, small industries,
and youth.

To achieve the goal of be-
coming the third-largest
economy, all political par-
ties, intellectuals, and so-
ciety as a whole must rise
above partisan lines and
unite in proclaiming the
mantra of Swadeshi. We
must adopt Swadeshi and
promoteSwadeshi.

Over the past decade,
Bharat’s economy has
steadily climbed to new

heights. In 2013-2014,
Bharat was ranked as the
11th largest economy of
the world. Today, it stands
at the fourth position and
is rapidly moving toward
becoming the third larg-
est. Our growth rate is pro-
gressing at a strong pace of
6.4%. Bharat’s influence
has expanded across all
sectors, including defence
and agriculture. Bharat’s
participation in the global
market has also increased
significantly.

Because of our poor wel-
fare policies, more than 24
crore people have been el-
evated beyond the poverty
line. Bharat has made prog-
ress in all areas, including
infrastructure develop-
ment. The standard of our
basic amenities is reaching
world-class levels.

Referring to the success
of Operation Sindoor, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
stated that while we wor-
ship Lord Bholenath, when
the need arises, we also be-
come Kaal Bbairav for our
security.

Bharat’s rising economic
progress, robust security
policy, and growing global
influence are also gener-
ating envy toward India
among some nations of the
world.

The agricultural system in
the United States is indus-
trialised, subsidy-support-
ed, and operates on a large
scale. In contrast, Bharat’s
agricultural sector is com-
posed mainly of small land-
holding farmers. Around
55% of Bharat’s population
depends on agriculture, the
majority of whom live in vil-

lages. Agriculture contrib-
utes about 15% to Bharat’s
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP).

Farming in Bharat is high-
ly dependent on unpredict-
able weather conditions.
Rooted in a labor-intensive
system, Bhartiya agricul-
ture cannot be compared
to that of the United States.
Therefore, countries like the
U.S. and Bharat cannot be
expected to operate under
similar tariff structures.

In Bharat, sectors like
textiles, food grains, sugar,
dairy, and fisheries are
closely linked to agricul-
ture. Forcing Bharat to open
up sensitive sectors such as
agriculture and dairy to the
U.S. would be unreason-
able.

If such a situation arises,
Bharat’s market will be

flooded with cheap Ameri-
can dairy products. Wom-
en’s self-help groups and
cooperative institutions like
Amul will face economic
distress. Bharat’s farmers
will be forced to sell their
produce at throwaway pric-
es in the market. This could
trigger an economic crisis
in rural areas, leading to
unemployment, migration,
and growing discontent.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has introduced
numerous policies for agri-
culture and farmer welfare
over the past decade. In the
last ten years, the agricul-
ture budget has increased
more than fivefold — from

21,933 crore in 2013-2014
to 1.25lakh crore in 2023-
2024.

The cooperative sector
in Bharat is also actively
working to empower wom-
en and strengthen the rural
economy. Supporting rural
economies, agriculture and
farmer welfare, women’s
safety, the dairy industry,
and nurturing the coop-
erative movement is our
national duty — a call that
has been strongly voiced by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Swadeshi is not just a
temporary idea — it is the
very soul of Bharat. It is
the clarion call of Bharat’s
unity, patriotism, and col-
lective aspirations. The
spirit of Swadeshihas mani-
fested itself in various
forms throughout Bharat’s
history. During British co-

lonial rule, it emerged as a
powerful tool of resistance
— symbolised by the burn-
ing of foreign clothes and
the slogan Vande Mataram,
which helped uproot for-
eign domination.

Even during the tenure
of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, when
Bharat faced international
sanctions after conducting
nuclear tests, the country
responded with the spirit
of Swadeshi. The world was
given a fitting reply, pow-
ered by the strength of in-
digenous resolve.

The mantra of Swadeshi
awakens a sense of restraint
and self-reliance, helping us
resist unnecessary depen-
dence on foreign capital. By
embracing this principle,
we can fuel the growth of
our defence industry, in-
crease agricultural produc-
tivity, and expand labor-
intensive industries.

The expansion of public
services and core industries
under the Swadeshi vision
will provide a solid founda-
tion for our economy. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has called for the practical
adoption of Swadeshibased
on these very principles.
By truly integrating it into
our lives, we can re-estab-
lish Bharat as an invincible
force. This is the need of the
hour.

Shivprakash is the National
Jt.General Secretary (Organ-
isation) of the Bbartiya Janta
Party

OPINION

DR. AMAN KUMAR SHARMA &
SHELU SHARMA

Inasignificant development
that could reshape global
trade dynamics, the United
States has announced a
25% tariff on selected In-
dian goods. Alongside this,
a new oil-related project
and trade deal with Paki-
stan have emerged, adding
layers to an already complex
geopolitical and economic
scenario.

WHAT IS A TARIFF
ANDWHYISIT
IMPORTANT?
A tariff is a kind of tax or
duty imposed by one coun-
try on goods imported from
another. For example, if an
American car priced at 50
lakhsis imported into India
and a100% tariffis applied,
the price effectively becomes
1 crore. The extra money
goes to the Indian govern-
ment, making imported
products more expensive
and less competitive com-
pared to local alternatives.
In reverse, if Indian goods
gotothe US and are hit with
a 25% tariff, those products

become costlier for Ameri-
can consumers. The US
government earns revenue
from these tariffs, but the
higher cost discourages
imports, impacting foreign
exporters like Indian busi-
nesses.

THE TRADE DEFICIT
TRIGGER

One of the main reasons
the US has imposed this
tariff is the growing trade
imbalance between the two
nations. India has consis-
tently maintained a trade
surplus with the US, mean-
ing it exports far more than
it imports. Last year alone,
India had a trade surplus of
around $40 billion.

From the American per-
spective, thisisn’t ideal. The
US wants to reduce this gap
and balance the trade re-
lationship. Many analysts
believe that the tariff is a
pressure tactic to push India
into a bilateral trade agree-
ment that would allow US
companies more access and
favorable conditions in the

Indian market.

INDIA: THE “TARIFF
KING”?
Interestingly, the US argues
that India itself imposes
steep tariffs on imported
goods, particularly Ameri-
can products. Items like
luxury cars, watches, and
electronic gadgets often face
30% to 100% tariffs when
entering India. This signifi-
cantly raises the price and
makes them less attractive
to Indian consumers, who
might then choose similar
items from other countries.
The US sees its own 25%
tariff as a retaliatory or cor-
rective measure. It’s also
a signal that India must
be more flexible if it wants
continued trade cooperation
with Washington.

STRATEGIC MOTIVES
BEHIND THE MOVE
While trade balance is one
reason, there are deeper
strategic motivations. In-
dia’s growing proximity to
Russia, especially its contin-
ued oil imports and defense
ties despite Western sanc-
tions, has been a sore point
for the US. Additionally, In-
dia’s participation in BRICS
and discussions within the
group to trade in local cur-
rencies rather than US dol-
lars is another concern for
Washington.

These developments
could weaken the dollar’s
dominance in global trade,
which the US naturally
wants to prevent. Hence, the
25% tariff can also be inter-
preted as part of a broader
geopolitical game to nudge
India away from Russia and
China.

IMPACT ON INDIAN
INDUSTRIES
The tariff will primarily af-

Items like luxury cars, watches, and
electronic gadgets often face 30% to
100% tariffs when entering India.
This significantly raises the price and
makes them less attractive to Indian
consumers, who might then choose
similaritems from other countries.

fect some of India’s largest
export sectors:

1. Gems and Jewelry-
India exports around $10
billion worth of gems and
jewelry to the US annually.
With the new tariff, these
products will become sig-
nificantly more expensive
in the US market, reducing
demand and hurting Indian
artisans and exporters.

2. Textiles and Garments-
Another vital sector, textiles
account for about $2.5 bil-
lion in exports to the US.
These products will also
become costlier, potentially
reducing India’s competi-
tiveness compared to coun-
tries like Vietnam and Ban-
gladesh.

3. Auto Parts- Indian auto

component manufacturers
export parts that are assem-
bled or used for repairs in
the US. A tariff will increase
prices, affecting demand
and eventually production
back home.

4. Pharmaceuticals-
While not directly targeted
(yet), there’s concern that
Indian pharmaceutical ex-
ports, which form a large
part of the healthcare eco-
system in the US, could face
indirect pressure or future
tariff extensions.

The cumulative effect of
reduced exports could dent
India’s GDP, with estimates
suggesting a potential im-
pact of 0.2% to 0.5%, de-
pending on how long the
tariff remains in place and

how deep its effects run.

WHO PAYS THE PRICE
IN THE US?
Though intended to target
India, the tariffs will also
affect American consumers
and companies:

©® Apple and Tech Firms-
With iPhones now being
manufactured in India, the
tariff would increase their
cost when re-imported into
the US. That would raise
retail prices for American
consumers, causing dis-
satisfaction and potentially
forcing Apple to reevaluate
its supply chain strategies.

® Jewelry Retailers- As
Indian diamonds and pre-
cious stones become prici-
er, US based jewelers may
struggle to maintain mar-
gins or pass on the increased
cost to consumers, which
could reduce sales.

Overall, Americans will
end up paying more for sev-
eral products as a result of
these tariffs.

US-PAKISTAN OIL
DEAL: ADDING FUEL
TO THE FIRE

In a parallel development,
the US announced its inten-

tion to support Pakistan in
a major oil infrastructure
project, pledging technical
and economic cooperation.
Additionally, Pakistan may
be granted tariff exemptions
on certain exports to the US.
Some experts view this
as a geopolitical strategy to
strengthen ties with Paki-
stan and counter Chinese
influence in the region, es-
pecially via CPEC (China
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor). It’s also a message to
India highlighting that the
US has other partners in
South Asia and that India
must not take the US rela-
tionship for granted.
Cheaper Pakistani exports
to the US could compete di-
rectly with Indian products,
especially in textiles and
garments. If Pakistani prod-
ucts become cheaper due to
tariff exemptions, Indian
products may lose market
share, further intensifying
the impact of the US tariff.

WHAT LIES AHEAD
FOR INDIA?
India now faces a strategic
crossroads. It must decide
whether to:

1. Negotiate a Bilateral

Deal - The US clearly wants
atrade agreement that gives
its companies more market
access and reduces India’s
high tariffs on American
products. If both sides reach
a compromise, some of the
current tensions may ease.

2. Explore New Markets
- With a possible decline in
US-bound exports, India
must look for alternative
markets. Opportunities ex-
ist in Europe, the Middle
East, Africa, and Southeast
Asia(e.g., Vietnam, Indone-
sia) where demand for In-
dian goods is growing.

3. Reform Tariff Policies
- India may consider recali-
brating its own tariff struc-
ture, especially if it wants to
be seen as a more open and
cooperative trade partner
globally.

CONCLUSION

The 25% tariff imposed by
the US on Indian goods
is not just about trade it’s
about leverage, influence,
and geopolitics. While it
may be seen as a penalty for
trade imbalances or India’s
closeness to Russia, it also
reflects America’s shifting
priorities in the South Asian
region.

India must respond with a
balanced mix of diplomacy,
economic strategy, and
policy reform. Whether
it chooses negotiation, di-
versification, or both, the
goal must be to protect its
economic interests without
compromising its geopoliti-
cal autonomy.

Dr. Aman Kumar Sharma, As-
sistant Professor (Constitution-
al Law), Symbiosis Law School,
Pune, Symbiosis International
(Deemed University), Pune
Mrs. Shelu Sharma, Ph.D.
Scholar (Criminology), Faculty
of Law, Banasthali Vidyapith,
Vanasthali, Rajasthan
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THE ANATOMY OF

DHARALI’S COLLAPSE

In two days, the Indian Army and Air Force airlifted nearly 355 people
[from cut-off areas like Harsil to safety in Matli, furtber downstream.

EXPLAINER

n a quiet afternoon
in early August, the
people of Dharali -

a small Himalayan village
on the road to Gangotri
temple - heard a deafen-
ing roar. “I heard a sound
like boulders grinding,” re-
calls Sunita Devi of nearby
Mukhba village. Within
moments, a wall of muddy
water and rock was upon
Dharali. Witnesses saw the
Kheer Ganga stream turn
into a monster, a raging tor-
rent tearing through the
valley. In a video that later
went viral, terrified villag-
ers can be heard scream-
ing “Everything is over!”
as the floodwaters swal-
lowed homes and hotels in
seconds. What had been a
picturesque pilgrim hamlet
in Uttarkashi district was
suddenly a scene of carnage
and despair.

Indo-Tibetan Border
Police personnel search
through deep mud and
rubble in Dharali village
after the flash flood. The
once-bustling Himalayan
stopover was left half-bur-
ied in debris.

A VILLAGE
OBLITERATED
At 1:30 pm on August 5,
2025, the Himalayan vil-
lage of Dharali in Uttarkashi
was all but erased from the
map. Without warning, a
wall of water, rocks, and
sludge roared down from
the mountains, engulfing
the bustling pilgrim ham-
let. Locals had been attend-
ing a temple festival when
the deluge struck. “People
ran for their lives, but the
flood came so fast that there
was nothing anyone could
do,” said Lokendra Bisht, a
homestay owner and MLA.
Multi-story hotels and
homes were flattened or
swept into the Bhagirathi
River. Satellite images later
revealed a massive sediment
deposit nearly 20 hectares
wide, burying much of the
village under layers of de-
bris. “The whole of Dharali
was wiped out,” Bisht said.
At least five were confirmed
dead, and around 100 were
feared missing—many of
them migrant workers or
pilgrims. The floodwaters
also struck an Army camp
4 km away in Harsil, where
11 soldiers vanished as bar-
racks were washed away.
Dharali, at 2,700 metres,
was a key stop for Gan-
gotri pilgrims. Its riverside
growth—marked by 20-25
hotels and shops—had
made it a tourism hub. But

experts warn it sat “on a
ticking time bomb,” built in
an ecologically fragile zone
vulnerable to both flash
floods and glacial activity.

RESCUE ON WAR
FOOTING

Rescue efforts began within
hours. Despite heavy rain
and unstable terrain, over
800 personnel—includ-
ing the Army, ITBP, NDREF,
SDREF, and local forces—
launched a high-risk op-
eration. “Rescue teams had
been deployed on a war
footing,” said Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami,
who rushed to oversee relief
on-site.

Reaching Dharali was a
battle. With highways bur-
ied or broken, rescuers were
forced to navigate landslides
and waist-deep sludge.
“More teams couldn’t reach
due to continuous land-
slides,” said NDRF DIG
Mohsen Shahedi. Yet sol-
diers pushed through 50-
foot debris piles, aided by
sniffer dogs and drones.

Improvisation saved lives.
Army engineers built rope
bridges and later a tempo-
rary span across the Bha-
girathi, enabling access to
the isolated side of the vil-
lage. Airlifting was critical:
Chinooks, Mi-17s, and state
helicopters ferried food,
equipment, and evacuees.
Over two days, nearly 355
people were rescued from
nearby Harsil, many airlift-
ed on stretchers. By Day 4,
566 people had been evacu-
ated—an extraordinary feat
in such terrain.

Communication lines
were down, but the Army
enabled satellite and radio
contact. Families were re-
united by short calls from
relief camps. “All affected
people are being given
medical assistance,” said
Lt. Gen. D.G. Mishra. Still,
dozens remained trapped.
“The number of missing is
unknown,” added Colonel
Harshvardhan, vowing to
continue through the night.

CM Dhami camped in
Uttarkashi for days, direct-
ing efforts to restore roads
and power. He pledged a
month’s salary to the cause.
Prime Minister Modi also
offered full central assis-
tance. For many soldiers
digging through the wreck-
age, the mission was deeply
personal—eleven of their
own were among the miss-
ing.

CLOUDBURST OR
GLACIER COLLAPSE?

N
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Before-and-after satellite images of Dharali village in Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand. The left
image (August 13, 2024), captured before the disaster, shows the original layout of Dharali
near the confluence of the Bhagirathi and Kheer Ganga rivers. The right image (August 7,
2025), taken after the August 5, 2025 flash flood, reveals the massive deposition of sediments
that buried much of the village. ISRO analysis suggests the flood was likely caused by a
glacial lake outburst or landslide-induced debris flow, rather than a typical cloudburst.

THE MYSTERY OF THE
TRIGGER

Astheimmediate rescue op-
eration continued, experts
and officials began probing
what exactly caused such
a sudden and devastating
flood. Early statements from
state authorities blamed a
“cloudburst” - a localized
extreme downpour - high
in the mountains. In fact,
the India Meteorological
Department reported ex-
tremely heavy rain (up to
21 cm in 24 hours) in parts
of Uttarakhand around
that time. Chief Minister
Dhami initially attributed
the disaster to a sudden
cloudburst and termed the
destruction “extremely sad
and distressing”. Cloud-
bursts are not uncommon
in these mountains: intense
downpours over a small
area can send deadly flash
floods crashing through
valleys with little warning,.
The phenomenon is a no-
torious monsoon-season
threat across Uttarakhand
and has caused many past
Himalayan disasters.

Yet on closer look, the
cloudburst explanation
didn’t fully add up. Weath-
er stations near Dharali
showed very little rainfall
on Tuesday - Harsil record-
ed only 6.5 mm that day,
nowhere near cloudburst
levels. “The area near Dh-
arali village did not receive
heavy rain in the hours pre-
ceding the calamity,” several
scientists pointed out. This
raised an ominous alterna-
tive theory: the flood might
have been triggered by a
glacial lake burst or a gla-
cier collapse high above. “It
may not have been heavy
rain at all,” noted Dr. D.D.
Chauniyal, a Himalayan ge-
ographer. He suspects one
of the small glacial ponds
upstream of the Kheer Gan-
gariver suddenly breached.
“There are several glacial
ponds in the snow-covered
area north of Dharali...
think one of these ponds
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Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami assures the victim of her safety during his visit to the
Dharali mudslide disaster site, in Uttarkashi on Friday. (ANI Video Grab)

burst, and caused others
to burst. Then water and
debris flowed downstream
with great force... and
then it hit Dharali,” he ex-
plained. The torrent came
down so fast and ended so
quickly - essentially a single
violent surge - that experts
say it was characteristic
of a glacial lake outburst
flood (GLOF) rather than a
prolonged cloudburst-fed
flow. “The deluge lasted just
for seconds, but created
massive destruction,” Dr.
Chauniyal noted, compar-
ing it to the infamous 2013
Kedarnath disaster which
was also caused by a sudden
breaching of a natural lake.
Other scientists echoed
this hypothesis. Safi Ah-
san Rizvi, an advisor at the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, revealed
indications that part of a
glacier’s snout at 6,700m
altitude had detached days
earlier, accumulating a huge
mass oficeand rock inaval-
ley. “Incessant rain over the
past few days... led to loos-
ening of the debris. Once
critical mass was crossed,
the massive collection of de-
bris cascaded downstream
with water in the Kheer
Ganga, accelerating due
to the steep gradient up to
Dharali,” Rizvi explained.
In simpler terms, a natural
dam - whether ice, rock, or
moraine - likely gave way
in the upper watershed,
releasing a violent pulse of
water and sediment. The
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) bolstered
this theory when it released
before-and-after satellite
images of Dharali. The im-
ages from August 7 clearly
showed a newly-formed de-
bris fan covering the village
and significantly widened
river channels compared
to a month prior. ISRO
analysts noted these are
tell-tale signs of a sudden,
high-energy flood. “Scien-
tific analysis is being carried
out to ascertain the cause of

the triggering event,” ISRO
said, adding that the event
highlights the increasing
vulnerability of Himalayan
settlements.

By all accounts, climate
change is a big part of the
story. Uttarakhand’s Hima-
layan glaciers are retreat-
ing, and unstable glacial
lakes are growing in size
and number. “Cloudbursts
have increased in recent
years partly due to climate
change, while damage
from storms has increased
because of unplanned de-
velopment,” experts say.
In 2024, the World Me-
teorological Organization
warned that more intense
cloudbursts and flash floods
in South Asia are a “distress
signal” of the climate crisis.
The monsoon rains them-
selves are becoming more
erratic - long dry spells
punctuated by bursts of
extreme rainfall - which
strains the mountains’
capacity to absorb water.
Whether the trigger was
cloudburst or GLOF (or a
combination of both), the
outcome was magnified by
a warming climate that fu-
els extreme weather. As one
Uttarakhand official put it,
“the Himalayas are becom-
ing monsoon graveyards”
for villages caught in the
wrong place at the wrong
time.

MOUNTAIN
VULNERABILITIES
AND PAST WARNINGS
The Dharali tragedy un-
derscores how fragile the
Himalayan terrain is - and
how human actions have
amplified the risks. Ut-
tarkashi district is a steep,
earthquake-prone zone
sliced by fast-flowing riv-
ers. Historically, villages
were built on higher ledges
or the more stable side of
river bends. In Dharali’s
case, the original settlement
on the river’s right bank
(when facing downstream)
remained largely intact, ac-

Indian Air Force rescues 226 civilians stranded and affected
after a massive cloudburst at Dharali, in Uttarkashi on Friday.
IAF deploys Chinook and Mi-17V5 helicopters, along with C-295
and AN-32 aircraft. ([@SpokespersonMoD X/ANI Photo)
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The ITBP team, with the help of JCB clears debris at a road near Dharali after a cloudburst

and landslides hit various places in Uttarkashi on Wednesday. (ITBP/ANI Photo)

cording to experts, whereas
the newer constructions on
the left bank - essentially
the river’s floodplain - were
obliterated. “Earlier, people
carefully chose the safe area
to build their homes,” Dr.
Chauniyal noted. “The new
settlements, built without
planning for natural disas-
ters, were razed. Earlier,
this area was agricultural
land, then hotels came up,
roads were built,” he said,
lamenting the short-sight-
ed development. In recent
decades, tourism and road-
building in Uttarakhand
have boomed, often with lit-
tle regard for environmen-
tal precautions. Hillsides
have been cut for highways,
and riversides crowded
with guesthouses - many of
which lack sturdy engineer-
ing. Such construction can
weaken slopes and block
natural drainage, making
landslides and flash floods
more destructive.
Tragically, Uttarakhand
has seen this pattern be-
fore. Twelve years ago in
June 2013, intense cloud-
bursts and dam breaches
around Kedarnath trig-
gered massive floods and
landslides that killed over
6,000 people across the
state. That disaster wiped
out entire villages and
4,500 roads, and was a
wake-up call about the
dangers of rampant de-
velopment in a climate-
stressed region. Two years
later in 2015 (and appar-
ently even as far back as
1864), similar cloudburst-
induced floods hit the
Uttarkashi area, includ-
ing Dharali, though on a
lesser scale. More recently,
in February 2021 a chunk
of a glacier broke off in
Chamoli district, releasing

a torrent of water and rock
that devastated two hydro-
electric project sites. Over
200 workers were killed
in that incident, which was
later identified as a rare
high-altitude rockslide
and glacial ice avalanche.
Investigations showed
how a warming climate
contributed to the insta-
bility of glaciers, while the
presence of infrastructure
in hazardous zones led to
high casualties.

Despite these warnings,
development has marched
on in the name of progress
and connectivity. Utta-
rakhand is building all-
weather roads to its Char
Dham pilgrimage sites,
and hydroelectric dams
continue to be planned on
its rivers. But events like
the Dharali mudslide are
forcing a rethink. “The
Dharali tragedy has yet
again brought to spotlight
the perils of unplanned
construction in the eco-
logically sensitive Hima-
layas,” noted one report.
Environmentalists have
long argued that the re-
gion’s carrying capacity is
limited, and that aggres-
sive construction is a “rec-
ipe for disaster” in places
like the Bhagirathi valley.
Sure enough, in the Ut-
tarakashi floods, concrete
buildings and widened
roads in vulnerable zones
paid the price. Congress
MP Ranjeet Ranjan called
the calamity “man-made”,
revealing that she had
raised concerns in Parlia-
ment about the Char Dham
road widening through ar-
eas “like Dharali... an eco-
sensitive region near the
Bhagirathi River”. Bring-
ing heavy infrastructure
into such landslide-prone

Indian Air Force rescues 226 civilians stranded and affected
after a massive cloudburst at Dharali, in Uttarkashi on Friday.
IAF deploys Chinook and Mi-17V5 helicopters, along with C-295
and AN-32 aircraft. (@SpokespersonMoD X/ANI Photo)

terrain, she warned, was
courting disaster - and her
words proved prescient.
AFTER THE

DELUGE: POLICY,
PREPARATION, AND
THE ROAD AHEAD

As the floodwaters in Ut-
tarakhand recede, the di-
saster in Dharali has left
behind pressing questions
for policymakers. How can
remote mountain commu-
nities be better protected in
an age of escalating climate
extremes? While the India
Meteorological Department
had issued general rainfall
warnings, they were too
broad to help a small village
like Dharali. Experts now
urge the implementation of
hyper-local early warning
systems using dense rain-
gauge networks and satel-
lite surveillance of glacial
lakes.

The calamity has also reig-
nited debates over unchecked
construction in fragile zones.
Opposition leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra called for a
comprehensive disaster pre-
vention strategy, including
tighter enforcement of build-
ing codes, no-build zones
nearrivers, and reforestation
to restore natural buffers.
The fact that “old” Dharali
withstood the flood while
newly developed areas were
destroyed has prompted
calls to prioritise traditional
wisdom in reconstruction.
Experts warn that rebuild-
ing should not replicate past
mistakes—tourist infrastruc-
ture must be shifted to safer
ground, and climate-resilient
systems must be prioritised.

Crucially, evacuation pro-
tocols and early alerts must
be improved. In Dharali,
residents had only min-
utes before disaster struck.
Authorities are now con-
sidering upstream sensors
that can detect landslides
or glacial lake outbursts
(GLOFs) and instantly alert
downstream communities,
potentially saving lives.

The tragedy has ampli-
fied calls for serious cli-
mate adaptation. Former
CM Akhilesh Yadav urged
unified action across In-
dia’s hill states to “Save the
Himalayas.” The Centre
has announced aid, and
Prime Minister Modi has
stressed better connectiv-
ity in border regions—but
experts caution that the line
between development and
ecological collapse is thin.

Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra
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RAJASTHAN ADIVASIS: CULTURE, CHALLENGES, AND RESILIENCE

HEMANT SINGH

divasi Diwas, cel-
ebrated on August
9 every year, hon-

ors the rich culture, history,
and contributions of the
indigenous tribal commu-
nities across India. This day
recognizes the unique iden-
tity and heritage of Adiva-
sis while raising awareness
about their rights, struggles,
and the need for social and
economic empowerment. It
serves as a reminder of the
importance of preserving
tribal traditions and promot-
ing inclusive development
for these communities.
Asthe name suggests, Adi-
vasi means resident on earth
since the beginning, Adivasis
are the original inhabitants
of India. This community is
also called local. This com-
munity still lives in the lap
of nature. Shiva is the deity
of this community which
worships nature, sun, moon,
trees, rivers, mountains and
animals. According to Vedas,
Rudra means one who lives
in the forest. Adivasis wor-
ship Shiva. This proves that
the history of the tribal com-
munity is the history of the

most ancient civilization.

KANHAIYA PAD DANGAL,
LIVING CULTURAL
HERITAGE

The Meena tribal community
of Rajasthan has its own folk
culture, singing-dancing
style and clothing which dif-
ferentiates them from other
communities and gives them
a unique identity. Kanhaiya
Pad Dangalis such a unique
singing and dancing style of
Meena tribals of eastern Raj-
asthan which includes Sawai
Madhopur, Dausa, Tonk
and Dholpur districts. This
folk dance is performed in
groups throughout the year,
especially on auspicious oc-
casions, except during the
rainy season.

CHANGE IN STYLE,
INCLUSION OF FOLK
MusIC

Initially, this tradition was
based on classical music
with 16 maatra and three ta-
als. But in the last 120 years,
the style has changed and to
make the pada gayan more
simple and effective, it is es-
pecially done with naubat,
ghera (big dhap), dholak,
harmonium and manjiro.
10 to 100 men participate
inagroup. If there are more
people, two or more groups
are formed. In this dance,
which is performed entirely
by men, the Madia (artist)
wears simple attire of dhoti
kurta or kurta pyjama and
the members of one group
give the words to the other
group. On one side the nau-
bat is played and on the other

side the Madia beats the gera
loudly. The members of the
other group speak the words
by connecting them to the
story. The Madia dances by
stamping their feet loudly
on the ground and moving
around with a towel in their
hands.

This folk dance is performed
with full enthusiasm and
zeal, which creates enthu-
siasm in the minds of the
audience as well. The sto-
ries are based on characters
from the mythological Ra-
mayana and Mahabharata.
At present, parties organize
Kanhaiya Pad Dangal by cre-
ating stories based on Bhag-
wan Birsa Munda, Dr. Baba
Saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar,
Father of the Nation Mahat-
ma Gandhi, Bhagat Singh,
Chandrashekhar Azad, Iron
Man Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-

tel, Indian Constitution and
social evils, corruption, edu-
cation etc. as per the time.

BIRSA MUNDA: TRIBAL
HERO AND WARRIOR
Birsa Munda was a great

tribal leader born in

Jharkhand, India. He is

considered a hero and a

symbol of pride for the trib-
al community. Birsa fought
bravely against the enemies
who tried to take away the
rights of his people. He is
known as the warrior of the
Dhola Jhanda and is deeply
respected by many.

Birsa grew up in the lap
of Mother Kurmi, and his
influence spread across In-
dia. Unlike others, he did
not shout slogans but stood
strong with his turban and
shaved moustache, repre-
senting the unique identity of
the tribal people, symbolized
by the Dhora towel.

Parties like Kanhaiya Pad
Dangal tell stories on the
biography of Doctor Baba
Saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar.
So before starting, how do
they remember Baba Saheb.

Bhawani Shankar Meena,
Lakhpat Meena, and Ka-
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mlesh Aasika shared that
tribal communities once
ruled from Ambagarh Fort
to Ranthambore Fort. The
Bunda Meena settled Bundi,
and the Kothia Bhil settled
Kota. Tribal Pad Dangal
performances showcase
mythology, great leaders,

and social issues, promoting
education and reform.

PARTICIPATION OF THE
NEW GENERATION

The inclusion of political
and social topics has in-
creased the interest of the
youth towards this tradi-
tion. Now young artists not
only participate in singing,
but have also started doing
stage management and cre-
ative writing.

The writer is, Deputy Director
Information and Public Rela-
tions Office, Jaipur

Rajasthan education
transforms through reforms,
community support

¥ )

NARENDRA SHARMA

In recent years, Rajasthan
has witnessed a significant
transformation in its educa-
tion sector, with improve-
ments not only in the qual-
ity of education but also in
infrastructure. The imple-
mentation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) has
played a major role in driv-
ing innovation and modern
learning approaches across
the state. Government
schools are being upgraded
and developed in ways that
rival private institutions, of-
fering hi-tech classrooms,
digital learning tools, and
modern facilities.

The results of the Parakh
National Survey 2024, re-
cently released by the Min-
istry of Education, provide
strong evidence of Rajast-
han’s remarkable progress.
The survey assessed the
reading, writing, and com-
prehension abilities of stu-
dents in Classes 3, 6, and 9
in subjects such as Hindi,
English, Mathematics, Sci-
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ence, and Social Science.
Rajasthan outperformed
the national average in sev-
eral categories. For instance,
Class 3 students in the state
scored an average of 70%
in language knowledge,
compared to the national
average of 64%. In Mathe-
matics, Rajasthan achieved
an average score of 66%,
outperforming the national
score of 60%. Similar trends
were observed in the higher
classes as well.

A notable highlight of the
survey was that students
from rural areas outper-
formed their urban counter-
parts, with girls performing
better overall—demonstrat-
ing growing educational in-
clusivity and effectiveness in
remote regions.

These improvements are
not a result of short-term
changes but of consistent
efforts and innovative strat-
egies by the state govern-
ment and the education de-
partment. Initiatives such
as regular teacher training,
introduction of smart class-
rooms, weekly assessments,
ICT labs, and community
participation have signifi-
cantly enhanced both the
learning environment and
student interest in educa-
tion.

In many villages, students
who had never seen a com-
puter are now learning
through ICT labs. Teachers

National Education Policy

are using digital tools and
videos in smart classrooms
to enhance understand-
ing. For younger children,
Activity-Based Learning
(ABL) kits are making
learning fun and interactive,
encouraging better literacy
from an early age.

Another key factor driv-
ing educational progress
in Rajasthan is the strong
partnership between the
community and the edu-
cation system, especially
through the contributions
of Bhamashahs (philan-
thropists). These contribu-
tors are playing a vital role
in building infrastructure
and supporting quality edu-
cation across the state.

One such success story
is the Shrimati Geeta Devi
Bagdi Government Girls
Higher Secondary School
in Napasar, Bikaner, which
has seen its enrollment
double in the past six years
due to the joint efforts of the
CM Mundhra Trust and the
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education department. Sim-

a higher secondary school
was recently constructed
with the support of local

15 crore rupees. Another
new school building for the
Government Girls Higher
Secondary School in Desh-
nok, Bikaner, is being built
with Rs 2 crore contributed
by donors.

These examples are just
a glimpse of the broader
change taking place. With
continued focus on in-
novation, community
participation, and infra-

Rajasthan is paving the way
for a brighter and more in-
clusive educational future.
The combined efforts of
the government, educators,
and citizens are transform-
ing schools into spaces of
real learning and empow-
erment, setting new bench-

in India.
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Eleven years after the NDA
ilarly, in Sisoda, Rajsamand, :
economic growth is strong,
¢ inflation is low, rupee is sta-
¢ ble, external sector is strong,
philanthropists at a cost of :
¢ bad loan problem has also
¢ ended. Though there are
: many global constraints and
i uncertainties created by tar-
¢ iff barriers and worsening
: geopolitical tensions, India
: hasemerged asan economic
: power, which is important.
: But we have failed to push
: forward quality employ-
. ment, manufacturing and
next-generation economic
. reforms.

structural development, :
¢ rate from 2000 to 2014 was
: driven more by private in-
¢ vestment and the economic
: growth rate from 2014 to
: the present is driven more
by government investment.
: But the common man did
¢ not get much benefit from
. these reforms. Certainly,
marks for public education :

government came to power,

fiscal position is better and

The economic growth

GDP is growing, and we

¢ have moved ahead. Today
: we are a four trillion-dollar
: economy. In 2014, we were
: ranked 11th. Today we are
i the fourth largest economy

in the world and in 2027 we
will be the third largest. But
GDP is just a measure. As
we know, we are a big econ-
omy, we have a population
of 1.4 billion.

But the truth is that in
terms of per capita income,
we are still a poor country,
which is a measure of a
country’s well-being. With
aper capita income of about

$2,800 (US$2,878), we are
136th (out of 196 countries)
in this respect. We are the
poorest in the BRICS. We
are the poorest in the G-20.
And we have more poor
people than any other coun-
try in the world. It is worth
noting that jobs are being
created in the economy, but
they are low-productivity,
part-time jobs in the unor-
ganised sector. There are
not enough productive jobs
being created in the organ-
ised sector, and this is one
of the biggest failures of the
current government. We
should focus on manufac-
turing to create jobs. There
should be more focus on
small and medium indus-
tries in particular, they are
employment intensive sec-
tors. But the situation in the
manufacturing sector has
not improved much in the
last 11 years.

According to the data, the
contribution of the manu-
facturing sector to GDP
has remained stagnant. In
2014, the contribution of
the manufacturing sector to
GDP was 16.7 percent which
is currently around 17 per-
cent. Another disappoint-
ing thing about the current
government regarding next
generation economic re-
forms is that it seems that
they have retreated from
reforms. Land reform, la-
bor reform, taxation reform,
foreign investment reform,
governance reform, all these
are important. But no one is
talking about this now. It is
worth mentioning that after
coming to power in 2014,
the government had taken
steps to resolve the issue
related to land acquisition
but it was put on hold due
to protests. The amend-
ment in the agricultural law
was also withdrawn due to
protests. In the case of labor
reform, the government has
made a code of conduct, but

India has emerged as an
‘economic power, but recent
reforms are superficial

it has not been implement-
ed yet. The Reserve Bank
of India’s latest Economic
Review paints a mixed
picture. On the surface, In-
dia’s growth rate appears
strong, among the highest
globally, inflation is down
and the agricultural sector
is performing well. But be-
hind this optimism lurks a
more fragile reality. Urban
demand remains weak,
unemployment is rising
and credit growth is slow-
ing. The RBI has passed on
recent rate cuts to banks to
stimulate the economy, but
structural issues such as
rising inequality, stagnant
wages and uneven recovery
remain. Global risks, includ-
ing rising geopolitical ten-
sions and growing financial
protectionism, are further
clouding the outlook.

Amid this uncertainty, the
RBI has moved to weaken
priority sector lending, a key
pillar of inclusive banking.
Small finance banks, which
were previously required to
direct 75% of their lending
to essential sectors such as

.

agriculture, education and
small businesses, will now
be required to allocate only
60%. This quiet rebalancing
dilutes the social mandate
of priority sector lending,
shifting its purpose from
empowerment to efficiency
and from equity to profit.
What was once a mecha-
nism to enhance financial
justice is now being hol-
lowed out, percentage point
by percentage.

The RBI’s final project fi-
nance framework, which
will come into effect in Oc-
tober 2025, is worrying.
Despite persistent pressure
from civil society to inte-
grate climate safeguards,
social audits and public
consultation into lending
rules, the RBI has chosen to
ignore these calls. Instead,
it has relaxed key provi-
sions, such as reducing the
construction-stage provi-
sion from 5% to1%. This has
opened the door to high-risk
infrastructure lending with
little public oversight. In the
age of climate crisis, this sig-
nals a worrying regulatory
drift, enabling opaque, un-
sustainable mega-projects
at the expense of public in-
terest and environmental
integrity. Together, these
policy decisions reflect a
sweeping ideological shift
from responsible growth
to unregulated financial ar-
rangement.

The writer is Director, Niti
Aayog Chair, Univ. of Rajast-
ban, Jaipur
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FAMINE KILLS NEARLY 200 IN GAZA AMID 10 killec
APOCALYPTIC’ BATTLE FOR SURVIVAL

WHO director Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus warned that about 12,000
children younger than five are suffering from acute malnutrition

i

AGENCIES
JERUSALEM

aza health authori-
ties say nearly 200
people, including 96

children, have died of hun-
ger in Gaza, as the starving
population battles against
the odds to get food from
dangerous airdrops and
deadly aid hubs run by the
GHF.

AsIsrael’s man-made fam-
ine under the ongoing block-
ade tightened its grip on the
enclave, hospitals recorded
four more deaths from
“famine and malnutrition”
on Thursday - two of them
children - bringing the total
to197.

Amid the mounting death
toll, World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) director Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
warned that about 12,000
children younger than five

were suffering from acute
malnutrition in July - the
highest monthly figure ever
recorded.

The scenes in Gaza City
are “apocalyptic”, said Al
Jazeera’s Ibrahim al-Khalili,
with hundreds of people
scrambling for scraps from
aid pallets airdropped
among the rubble of de-
stroyed buildings.

“Here the fight is not over
food, but for survival,” he
said.

Mustafa Tanani, a dis-

placed Palestinian at the
scene, said that some of the
food had failed to land and
was “hanging up high” be-
tween the buildings, making
it “too risky” to try to reach.
“It’s like a battle here. We
come from far away and end
up with nothing,” he said.

“Everyone is carrying bags
of aid, and we don’t even
manage to get anything. The
planes are dropping aid for
nothing. Look where they
threw it. Up there, between
the buildings.

ISRAELI AIRSTRIKE KILLS PALESTIN-
IAN OFFICIAL AND BODYGUARD

BEIRUT: An Israeli airstrike on eastern Lebanon killed a

number of people, including a senior member of a Pal-
estinian group and his bodyguard as they were on their
way to Syria, news reports and his group said Friday.
The airstrike near the Lebanese border crossing of Mas-
naa on Thursday afternoon killed Mohammed Wishah, a
member of the central committee of the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine, or PFLP, the group said
inastatement. The Israeliarmy confirmed the airstrike,
saying that Wishah was responsible for coordinating with
other militant groups in the region and strengthening
ties between the PFLP and Iran’s so-called axis of re-
sistance. The military said that Wishah was advancing
attacks against Israel and took his job as the PFLP’s top
security official in Syria after his predecessor was killed
in an airstrike in Beirut in September.

In a post on social media, senior PFLP official Marwan
Abdel-Al mourned the death of Wishah and his body-
guard, Mufid Hussein."We have lost two of the most loyal
comrades who gave their precious souls to freedom,”
Abdel-Al wrote.Lebanon’s state-run National News
Agency, or NNA, said that the airstrike on east Lebanon
killed six people and wounded 10 others, without iden-

tifying the victims.

Xi and Putin discuss Ukraine war
ahead of Russia-US summit

AGENCIES
BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinping on Fri-
day spoke with his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin over the phone ahead of
the latter’s planned summit with Donald
Trump to discuss the future course of the

Ukraine war.

During the phone call, held at the request
of Putin, the Russian leader briefed Mos-
cow’s views on the current situation of the
Ukrainian crisis and recent contacts and
communications between Russia and the
US, a statement released by the Foreign

Ministry here said.

Putin was under pressure from Trump
to end the Ukraine war started by Russia
in February 2024 to assert its territorial

claims.

According to reports from the US,
Trump wants Putin to agree to a ceasefire

to be followed by a peace deal.

ing with Putin.

Putin and Xi struck a personal friend-
ship since 2013, adding a strategic dimen-
sion to Russia-China relations, forging
close political and military ties, posing a
major challenge to the global dominance
of the US and European Union.

They met numerous times and estab-
lished close trade ties under which China

The summit plan came after Trump’s
special envoy Steven Witkoff travelled to
Moscow, where he held a prolonged meet-

has emerged as the largest buyer of Rus-
sian oil and gas.

China also maintained strategic am-
biguity over Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
and denied allegations that it supplied
arms to Moscow.

In his phone call, Putin, who is expected
to visit China later this month to take part
in the SCO summiit in Tianjin, emphasised
that the Russia-China comprehensive
strategic partnership of coordination will
remain unchanged under any circum-
stances, the statement said.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

(SCO) summiit is due to be held on Aug 31

Cambodia, Thailand agree to
ceasefire with ASEAN as observers

AGENCIES
KUALA LUMPUR

Cambodia and Thailand
agreed to allow the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) to ob-
serve the ceasefire the two
countries reached late last
month to end fighting in a
disputed border area, local
media reported.

Malaysian state media
Bernama said that an in-
terim observer team com-
prising defence attaches
from ASEAN countries, led
by a Malaysian attache, will
be assigned on both sides of
the Thai-Cambodian bor-
der to monitor the ceasefire
agreement on July 28.

Top officials of Thailand
and Cambodia met on
Thursday in Malaysia, the
current ASEAN chair.

Thailand’s Acting Minis-
ter of Defence Nattaphon
Narkphanit met with his
Cambodian counterpart
Tea Seiha and concluded
four days of talks.

Both continued to accuse

South African court backs Zambia in dispute over former

AGENCIES
JOHANNESBURG

A South African court on
Friday ruled in favor of
the government of Zam-
bia and ordered that it can
repatriate the remains of
its former president and
bury him in his home
country, against his fam-
ily’s wishes.

The Zambian govern-
ment and the family of the
late Edgar Lungu, Zambi-

each other of cross-border
attacks, even after their
leaders agreed to a cease-
fire ending five days of
fighting that began on July
24 and left 32 dead in Thai-
land and at least 13 in Cam-
bodia. The two countries
had been quarrelling for
decades over their 817km
(508-mile) undemarcated
land border with the recent
dispute breaking out aftera
landmine explosion on the
border injured five Thai
soldiers last month, with
the resulting fighting kill-
ing at least 43 people.

Both sides have agreed
to a ceasefire involving all

an president from 2015 to
2021, have been embroiled
in legal battle over his re-
mains and burial.

Lungudied in June, aged
68, at a South African
hospital following an un-
disclosed illness.

His family wanted him to
be buried in South Africa
and for the current Presi-
dent Hakainde Hichilema
neither to attend his fu-
neral nor be involved in

types of weapons and any
form of attacks on civilians
and military objectives. All
sides must avoid unpro-
voked firing towards the
other side’s positions or
troop

The two countries re-
solved to maintain regular
communications between
all army areas and military
regions along the border
of both sides and strive to
solve all issues peacefully.

They also agreed to con-
vene the Regional Border
Committee (RBC) Meeting
within two weeks after the
Extraordinary GBC Meet-
ing on August 7, 2025.

its arrangements.

The family said it was
Lungu’s final wish that
Hichilema should not get
anywhere near his burial,
but the Zambian govern-
ment went to court to stop
him being buried in South
Africa.

The court ruled on Fri-
day that Zambia had the
authority to hold a state fu-
neral for its former leader.

“The court noted that the

and Sept 1.

After the summit, Putin is expected to
stay back to witness the massive military
parade of the Chinese military to be held in
Beijing on Sept 3 to mark the 80th anniver-
sary of the victory in the Chinese People’s
War of Resistance against Japanese Ag-
gression and the World Anti-Fascist War.

AGENCIES
BEIJING

At least 10 have been killed
and 33 others are missing
after flash foods in Yuzhong
County in China’s north-
western Gansu province,
state media reported on Fri-
day.

Heavy rains since Thurs-
day have triggered severe
flooding and at least one
landslide in mountainous ar-
eas near the city of Lanzhou,
according to state broadcast-
er CCTV.

The downpour knocked
out power and telecom-
munications services in the
Xinglong Mountain area,
stranding more than 4,000
people across four villages.

Three people are still miss-
ing after a landslide in the
village of Maliantan in Yu-
zhong County, which hap-
pened late on Thursday.

Maximum rainfall in the
area had reached 195 mil-
limetres by early Friday,
according to Lanzhou local
authorities.

Chinese President Xi Jin-

ping urged all-out rescue
and flood prevention efforts.

Several parts of China are
being battered by heavy
rains.

In the southern metropo-
lis of Guangzhou, seven
people died and seven others
were injured after a flood-
triggered landslide buried
homes in the city’s northern
Baiyun district on Wednes-
day.

In Zhengzhou, the capital
of the central Henan prov-
ince, local authorities shut
down schools, offices and
factories and closed traffic
in parts of the city, which
saw catastrophic floods that
killed at least 292 people in
2021.

|and 33 missing in
northern Chin flash tlood

While in late July, local
officials said that 31 people
had died at the Taishitun
Town Elderly Care Centre
in Beijing’s Miyun district,
which was one of the areas
hardest hit areas by storms
that dumped nearly a year’s
worth of rain in the area over
afew days.

Officials offered a rare
public apology when they
announced the deaths.

“For along time, this senior
centre was in the town’s cen-
tre and was safe, and as such
was not included in the pre-
paredness plans. This means
that our prepared plans had
holes,” Miyun Party secre-
tary Yu Weiguo said, calling
theincident a “bitter lesson.”

Congo reshuftles cabinet to bring

AGENCIES
KINSHASA

The Congolese government
has reshuffled its cabinet
which now includes oppo-
sition members in an effort
to cobble together support
across the remaining re-
gions where the government
still retains control.

In a television address by
the government spokes-
person, Tina Salama, late
Thursday, the government
announced the 53 members
of the new cabinet, including
Adolphe Muzito, a former
prime minister under for-
mer President Joseph Kabila
as the vice prime minister in
charge of the budget. More
than 90% of the old cabi-
net members have been re-

MOBILE DATA SERVICES
SUSPENDED IN BALOCHISTAN

PROVINCE TILL AUGUST 3

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan authorities on
Friday said they have
suspended mobile data
services in Balochistan
province until August 31
due to unspecified security
reasons.

An official from the
state-run Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority
(PTA) told Geo News that
mobile data services were
suspended on the request
of the Balochistan govern-
ment.

A notification from the
Balochistan Home Depart-
ment on August 6 ordered
the immediate suspension
of data services until Au-
gust 31 in view of the law
and order situation in the
province.

Balochistan government
spokesman Shahid Rind
confirmed the notification.

Pakistan celebrates its
independence on August

Zambian courts have pre-
viously emphasized that a

14 and officials fear that
terrorists may try to sabo-
tage festivities by carrying
out attacks.

Balochistan has been in
the grip of violence perpe-
trated by Baloch national-
ists who blame the federal
government for robbing
the province of its rich
minerals, a charge rejected
by the central government.

The nationalists have re-
peatedly attacked security
forces and other targets
and the officials believe
that they use internet ser-
vices to coordinate and
communicate.

state funeral is a matter of
public interest and proto-

tained.

The incumbent president,
Felix Tshisekedi, defeated
Kabila in 2019, putting an
end to the latter’s 18-year
rule of the central African
country.

Direct talks in Doha sched-
uled for Friday between the
Congolese government and
the M23 rebel group will

g S

onboard opposition members

- ek i i
not take place as neither
party has traveled there. On
Thursday, the rebel group
claimed it had not received
an official invitation to the
talks.

More than 100 different
groups are fighting in the
mineral-rich eastern region.
Prominent among them is
the M23 movement, which

now controls key cities in
the region.The M23 group
had said it would not be
engaging in further talks if
Kinshasa does not release
approximately 700 mem-
bers and sympathizers it has
allegedly imprisoned. The
government had committed
toreleasing the prisoners but
norelease has been recorded.

On Thursday, the govern-
ment denounced the rebel
group’s violation of the peace
agreement signed in June.

In February, the president
announced wide-ranging
political changes and a
proposed “government of
national unity” to forestall
the conflict in the eastern
part from spilling over into
broader fighting.

‘Diplomatic efforts initiated for search of

AGENCIES
KATHMANDU

Nepal has initiated diplo-
matic efforts requesting In-
dia to search for the 17 Ne-
pali workers who have gone
missing in Uttarakhand
flood, Nepali Prime Minister
KP Sharma Oli announced
on Friday.

Oli, who is on his way
back from Turkmenistan
on Friday, took to Facebook
to condole the tragic inci-
dent and request the Indian
Government to search for
Nepali workers in the tragic
incident.

“Tam deeply concerned by
the tragic news of the huge
loss of life and property due
to floods in Uttarakhand, a
neighbouring and friendly
country in India. It has been
reported that more than 17
Nepali citizens have also
been affected by the floods.
Immediate diplomatic dis-
cussions were held through
the embassy for their rescue.
I pay my respects to all those
who lost their lives in the

col for a person of national
significance.“Such that
even if a president has ex-
pressed a desire not to be
given a state funeral, such
awish mustbe overridden
by public interest,” said
Judge President Aubrey
Ledwaba.

Lungu and Hichilema
were sworn political ri-
vals. Their conflict led to
Hichilema’s imprison-
ment in 2017, when Lungu

17 missing Nepalis in U’khand floods’

floods and landslides and
wish the bereaved families
the strength to bear the
loss,” Oli wrote on Face-
book.

Amongst those missing 17
are from Jajrkot District and
four others from Bardiya
district local officials has
confirmed. As per the offi-
cials whereabouts of them
is unknown since Tuesday
afternoon after a devastat-
ing flood hit the Dharali area
of Uttarkashi district in Ut-
tarakhand, India.

“The missing locals have
not been contacted since
the flood, and their families
are deeply worried. We also
have requested the Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs to
assist in search and rescue
operations,” Hari Chan-
dra Basnet, Chairperson at
Kushe Rural Municipality
in Jajarkot District told ANI
over phone.

In addition, the Bardiya
District Administration Of-
fice has confirmed that four
people from Bardiya are
also missing due to the same
flood. Reports indicate that
dozens of Nepali have been
injured in the disaster.

Chief District Officer of
Jajarkot, Megh Bahadur
Mangrati, said the local
government is coordinating
efforts to identify and locate
the missing persons.

President burial

was president.

Last year, Lungu accused
Hichilema’s government
of using police to harass
him and restrict his move-
ments. His family also said
the government had ini-
tially prevented him from
traveling to South Africa
for treatment, a charge the
government denied.

Zambia’s Attorney
General Mulilo Kabesha
welcomed the judgment,

telling reporters that he
hoped the ruling would
bring the matter to a close
even though the family
still had a right to appeal.
“This is not winning. You
don’t win over a burial.
It’s just what makes good
sense, that the former
president of the Republic
of Zambia should be bur-
ied in his own country,
the country where he was
president,” said Kabesha.
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INDIA, RUSSIA DISCUSS WAYS TO

AGENCIES
MOSCOwW

ational Security
Advisor (NSA) Ajit
Doval held a meet-

ing with Russia’s Secretary
of Security Council Ser-
gey Shoigu on Thrusday
in Moscow and discussed
ways to further strengthen
strategic partnership, the
Russain Embassy in India
said

The Russian Embassy in
India shared the update
on X, “On August 7, Sec-
retary of Russia’s Security
Council Sergey Shoigu held
talks with #India’s NSA
Ajit Doval. The parties
discussed ways to further
strengthen the #Russia-
India special & privileged
strategic partnership,” the
embassy wrote.

Earlier, Russian President
Vladimir Putin received
Doval at the Kremlin, the
Russian Embassy in India
said in a post on X.

“Russia’s President Vladi-
mir Putin received India’s

4

National Security Advisor
Ajit Kumar Doval at the
Kremlin,” the Embassy
wrote.Meanwhile, sources
said NSA Ajit Doval, who is
currently in Moscow, noted
during his engagements
that the dates of President
Putin’s visit to India are be-
ing worked out, although
no specific date or time has
been indicated.

The sources said the end
of August being reported in
a section of the media is in-
correct.According toavideo

posted by Sputnik News,
Doval said in his remarks
that India and Russia have
a very special relationship.
“We have got a very special
relationship, long relation-
ship and we highly value
our strategic partnership.
‘We have had high-level en-
gagements and these have
contributed very substan-
tially,” he said. “We are very
excited and delighted to
learn about the visit of His
Excellency, the President of
Russia, President Putin, to

PM Carney moves to mend ties
with Mexico after trade rift

AGENCIES

MEXICO CITY

Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney is scrambling to save his
country’s relationship with
Mexico after it disintegrated
late last year when Canadi-
an officials suggested they'd
be better off negotiating a
trade deal with the Trump
administration alone.

Carney attempted to break
the ice in a phone call with
Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum in July by com-
plimenting an indigenous-
made soccer ball she had
gifted him at their last meet-
ing and saying he hoped to
visit Mexico soon.

The warm overture, re-
layed to Reuters by three
people familiar with the call,
highlights Canada’s attempt
to repair the damage after a
string of public slights by
Canadian officials, includ-
ing Ontario Premier Doug
Ford, who said in Novem-
ber that any comparison of
Canada to Mexico was “the
most insulting thing I've
ever heard.”

Mexico and Canada are
in many ways natural al-
lies. They’ve benefited from
trilateral trade deals with
the U.S. for 31 years: first
the North American Free
Trade Agreement in 1994

and subsequently the U.S.-
Mexico-Canada Agreement
that replaced it in 2020.

But the relationship be-
tween the two countries has
been beset by allegations of
betrayal on both sides and
memories of fraught nego-
tiations with Trump. Top
officials virtually stopped
talking in November after
former Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
mused about cutting a trade
deal with the U.S. without
Mexico, suggesting the U.S.
and Canada were more
aligned on issues like China.

A few days later, Trudeau
flew to Mar-a-Lago for a
surprise visit with U.S.
President Donald Trump,
stunning Mexican officials.
It seemed as if Canada had
already developed a strat-
egy for dealing with Trump
while Mexico was wringing
its hands, one Mexican of-
ficial said.

An infuriated Sheinbaum

directed her lieutenants to
stop dealing with the Cana-
dians, at least until Trudeau
left office, according to the
official, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

Nine months later, Canada
finds itself on the back foot
with Trump while Mexico
is reveling in its relative
success. Last week, Trump
gave Mexico a 90-day pause
on new tariffs going into ef-
fect, keeping the rate at 25%,
while raising tariffs on Can-
ada to 35%.

Now, in a remarkable
about-face, Canadian offi-
cials are on a campaign to
win back Mexico’s favor and
save the trilateral trade deal
Trudeau suggested he was
willing to ditch, according
to two people with knowl-
edge of the countries’ tense
relationship.

That treaty continues to
shield a large number of
Canadian and Mexican
exports to the U.S. from
Trump’s latest rounds of
tariffs.

Carney said on Tuesday
that “it’s important to pre-
serve” the trilateral agree-
ment while Canada’s for-
eign minister and finance
minister traveled this week
to Mexico for a two-day visit
with top officials.

STRENGTHEN STRATEGIC PARTN
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India. I think that the dates
are almost finalized now.
The more important thing
is that the summit meetings
have always been a water-
shed point,” he added.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had visited Russia in
July last year and he and
President Vladimir Pu-
tin highly appreciated the
special nature of this time-
tested relationship, which is
based on trust, mutual un-
derstanding and strategic
convergence.

ERSHIP

According to a joint
statement after a meeting
between the two leaders,
they positively assessed
the multi-faceted, mutu-
ally beneficial India-Russia
relations that span all pos-
sible areas of cooperation,
including political and
strategic, military and se-
curity, trade and invest-
ment, energy, science and
technology, nuclear, space,
cultural, education and hu-
manitarian cooperation.It
was noted with satisfaction
that both sides are actively
exploring new avenues for
cooperation while further
strengthening cooperation
in the traditional areas.

The 11th Session of the In-
dia-Russia Working Group
on Modernisation and In-
dustrial Cooperation was
held in the national capital
on Wednesday under the
framework of the India-
Russia Intergovernmen-
tal Commission on Trade,
Economic, Scientific, Tech-
nological and Cultural Co-
operation.

US increases reward for
arrest of Venezuela's Maduro

to $50 million

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

The United States has dou-
bled its reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrest
of Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro to $50
million over allegations of
drug trafficking and links
to criminal groups, U.S. At-
torney General Pam Bondi
announced on Thursday.

In a video posted to X,
Bondi accused Maduro of
collaborating with promi-
nent criminal groups such
as Tren de Aragua and the
Sinaloa Cartel.

Venezuelan Foreign
Minister Yvan Gil said
on Telegram that the an-
nouncement was "the most
ridiculous smokescreen
ever seen."

"While we're debunking
the terrorist plots orches-
trated from her country,
this woman is coming
out with a media circus
to please the defeated far-
right in Venezuela," Gil
said.

"The dignity of our home-
land is not for sale. We re-
pudiate this crude political
propaganda operation,” he
added.

The Venezuelan infor-
mation ministry did not
immediately respond to a

request for comment.

The reward was first set at
$15 million in 2020, when
U.S. prosecutors charged
Maduro with drug traffick-
ing. It was increased to $25
million in January 2025, as
Maduro was sworn in for a
third term, alongside new
sanctions on top officials.

In February, the U.S. State
Department formally des-
ignated the Venezuelan
gang Tren de Aragua asa
foreign terrorist organiza-
tion, alongside MS-13 and
several Mexican cartels. In
July, it also designated Car-
tel de Los Soles as a global
terrorist organization.

U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said in a state-
ment late on Thursday that
Maduro has been a leader
of Cartel de los Soles for
over a decade, which is
responsible for traffick-
ing drugs into the United
States.

TRUMP’S TARIFF GAME; WILL IT WORK OR FAIL?

This week, President Don-
ald Trump imposed a hefty
50% tariff on imports from
India, alleging that India
is financing Russia’s war
against Ukraine through its
ongoing oil purchases from
Russia. This unexpected
escalation, announced
through an executive or-
der, led to a strong backlash
from India. The Indian gov-
ernment has labelled the
decision as “unfair, unjus-
tified, and unreasonable,”
with Indian PM promising
to safeguard national in-
terests. While Trump cites
India’s oil purchases from
Russia as justification, he
may be using these elevat-
ed tariffs to negotiate trade
concessions, especially in
agriculture, dairy, and phar-
maceuticals sectors that In-
dia has always protected.
Though the US and India
established a robust stra-
tegic partnership during
Trump’s initial term, which

persisted through Biden’s
administration. However,
that foundation is now
under threat. Trump’s im-
position such a hefty tariff
on Indian imports has also
reverberated throughout
the Indo-Pacific, not only
due to its economic ramifi-
cations but also because it
jeopardizes the integrity of
the QUAD, the four-nation
alliance comprising the US,
India, Japan, and Austra-
lia, which was formed to
counter China’s expand-
ing influence in the region.
After Trump’s announce-
ment, Indian PM delivered
adefiant address at a public
conference in New Delhi.
The statement was clearly
directed at Trump’s tariff
demands and highlighted
the politically sensitive na-
ture of concessions regard-
ing agriculture and dairy
in India. PM Modi has un-
equivocally stated that In-
dia will not compromise on

WORLD RECAP
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its national interests or the
welfare of farmers, fisher-
men, and the dairy sector.
He also expressed his will-
ingness to ‘pay a personal
price for the same,” possibly
alluding to his relationship
with Trump and the politi-
cal challenges he may face
domestically.

Trump’s assertions are in-
consistent with his behav-
iour. He cited India’s oil
purchases from Russia as
the primary justification for
imposing these substantial
tariffs; however, China, the
largest purchaser of Rus-
sian oil, has not encoun-
tered any new penalties.
Additionally, Turkey, an-
other significant importer,
has been exempted. Al-

though Trump has men-
tioned that tariffs might be
modified based on the pro-
gression of discussions, his
declarations are perceived
as a coercive tactic aimed at
pressuring India to liberal-
ize its markets for US dairy
and agricultural products,
which India has declined
todo.

From multilateralism’s
point of view, Trump’s deci-
sion is going to impact US’
partnership with India in
several groups like QUAD.
This announcement has
arrived several months
prior to India’s scheduled
hosting of the QUAD Lead-
ers’ Summit. However, the
future of the summit now
appears to be in doubt. In-

dia participation in QUAD
was perceived as a flexible
arrangement that honored
its independent foreign
policy as it is not a military
alliance. However, the fu-
ture of QUAD seems to be
in shadow as there may be
serious repercussions on
the group’s trade, technol-
ogy, defence collaboration,
and infrastructure coordi-
nation. India ranks as the
fourth-largest economy and
serves as a centre for sup-
ply chain strategies linked
to the QUAD. Trump’s ac-
tions could undermine the
QUAD’s vision of a free,
open, and resilient Indo-
Pacific.

Trump is perplexed as US
companies, including Apple
have invested billions in In-
dia with the aim of decreas-
ing dependence on China.
Previously, Trump had
recommended that Apple
manufacture its products
in the US rather than in In-

Germany halts arms exports
that Israel can use in Gaza

AGENCIES
BERLIN

Germany is to suspend
exports of weaponry that
could be used in the Gaza
Stripbecause of Israel’s plan
to expand its operations
there - the first time united
Germany has acknowledged
denying military support to
its long-time ally.

Chancellor Friedrich
Merz’s sudden about-turn
on Friday followed mount-
ing pressure from the pub-
lic and his junior coalition
partner over the manmade
humanitarian crisis in Gaza,
where Israel has severely re-
stricted supplies of food and
water.

In a statement, Merz ac-
knowledged Israel’s right to
disarm Hamas and seek the
release of Israeli hostages,
but said the Israeli decision
“makes it increasingly dif-
ficult to see how these goals
can be achieved”.

Germany is Israel’s second
biggest weapons supplier
after the U.S., and has long
been one of its staunchest
supporters, principally be-
cause of historical guilt for
the Nazi Holocaust - a poli-
cy known as the “Staatsrai-
son”.But an opinion poll in
June indicated that 73% of
Germans want tighter con-
trols on arms exports, in-
cluding 30% who favoured
atotal ban.

“This is the right decision.
The humanitarian suffering
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in Gaza is unbearable,” said
vice chancellor and finance
minister Lars Klingbeil of
the Social Democrats, who
govern alongside Merz’s
conservatives.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s of-
fice and the Israeli foreign
and defence ministries did
not immediately respond to
requests for comment.

“Politically and morally,
this is certainly a hard blow
for Netanyahu and his poli-
cies,” said Meron Mendel,
the director of the Anne
Frank Education Centre in
Frankfurt.According to the
Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute,
Germany provided 30% of
Israel’s major arms imports
in 2019-2023, primarily
naval equipment including
Sa‘ar 6-class frigates (MEKO
A-100 Light Frigates),
which have been used in the
Gaza war.

Merz said the release of
hostages and ceasefire nego-

tiations were Germany’s top
priorities, along with civil-
ian suffering. He also urged
the Israeli government not
to take any further steps
towards annexing parts of
the West Bank. Far-right
members of Netanyahu’s
coalition have been push-
ing for a total takeover of
Gaza, though the military
has warned this could jeop-
ardise the lives of surviving
hostages. Germany’s parlia-
ment reported in June that
export licences for 485 mil-
lion euros ($564 million) of
military equipment for Isra-
elhad been granted between
the day of the Hamas attack
that triggered the Gaza war,
October 7,2023, and May 13,
2025. In the months after
the Hamas attack, Germany
increased its arms exports to
Israel roughly tenfold.
Human rights groups
launched legal challenges,
saying the weapons could
be used in the Gaza war, but
none has succeeded so far.

Fast-growing brush fire forces thousands

to evacuate north

AGENCIES
LOS ANGELES

A fast-growing brush fire
has forced thousands of
people to evacuate in a
mountainous area north of
Los Angeles.

The Canyon Fire ignited
Thursday afternoon and
grew to more than 7.6 square
miles (19.7 square kilome-
ters) by 11 p.m., according
to the Ventura County Fire
Department. At least 400
personnel were battling the
blaze along with several
planes and helicopters. It
remained uncontained late
Thursday and was spread-
ing east into Los Angeles
County, officials said. The
fire is burning just south
of Lake Piru, a reservoir
located in the Los Padres
National Forest. It’s close by
Lake Castaic, a popular rec-
reation area burned by the
Hughes Fire in January. That
fire burned about 15 square
miles (39 square kilometers)
in six hours and put 50,000
people under evacuation or-
ders or warnings.

Sunny, hot and dry con-

dia. Also, his threat to im-
pose duties of up to 250%
on Indian pharmaceuticals
would adversely affect a
sector where India leads in
global supply chains and
significantly contributes to
American healthcare. In the
meantime, India is working
to enhance its relationships
with China and Russia,
which directly contradicts
the strategic goals of the
QUAD. Trump may have
overlooked India’s cru-
cial role in its Indo-Pacific
strategy and its status as a
key member of the QUAD.
He has also undermined
India’s strong presence in
BRICS. Additionally, he
seems to have forgotten that
India has a long-standing
trusted partnership with
Russia, which could posi-
tively influence India-China
relations.Indian PM is set to
visit China for the first time
since 2018 to attend the
SCO meeting. Also, Russian
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ditions were expected in
the area where the Canyon
Fire was burning on Fri-
day, with the daytime high
near 100 degrees Fahren-
heit (38 degrees Celsius)
and minimum humidity in
the mid-teens, according to
the National Weather Ser-
vice. Winds were expected
to be light in the morning
and grow from the south to
southwest in the afternoon.
In LA County, around 2,700
residents evacuated with
700 structures under an
evacuation order, officials
said late Thursday.

Another 14,000 residents
and 5,000 structures were
covered by an evacuation

President Putin is expected
to visit India later this year.
Additionally, discussions
are ongoing to rejuvenate
the Russia-India-China
trilateral framework. This
period presents an oppor-
tunity for China to stabilize
its relations with India, al-
though it remains a nation
that cannot be fully trusted.
Russia may also seek to take
advantage of the discord by
suggesting new collabora-
tive projects across various
sectors. Currently, US ex-
penditures account for ap-
proximately 2.5% of India’s
GDP. India will undoubt-
edly explore alternatives
and diversify its trade and
trading partners. Further-
more, it has the chance to
place greater emphasis on
the ‘Make in India’ initiative
and leverage its substantial
domestic market.

While India would be look-
ing for the alternatives, the
public in the US will have

of Los ngeles

warning. Areas within the
Val Verde zone had been
reduced from an order to
a warning.The evacuation
zones in nearby Ventura
County were relatively un-
populated, Ventura County
Fire Department spokes-
person Andrew Dowd said
Thursday. Fifty-six people
were evacuated from the
Lake Piru recreation area.

Dowd called the blaze a
“very dynamic situation”
caused by hot, dry weather,
steep and rugged terrain and
dry fuel.

LA County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger, who rep-
resents the district, urged
residents to evacuate.

to bear the consequences
of the elevated tariffs that
Trump has imposed on In-
dia, resulting in increased
costs for medicines, medical
equipment, gems, jewelry,
and numerous other items
that India sends to the US.
Ultimately, Trump will have
to face the repercussions of
his choices aimed at main-
taining his global authority.
I have previously expressed
similar sentiments regard-
ing Trudeau, as I observed
him leveraging his power
for personal gain. Leaders
who prioritize their nation’s
interests are celebrated for
their leadership, whereas
those who exploit their
power to intimidate and
protect their own interests
are often forgotten or re-
membered as antagonists.
It is crucial for Trump to
decide how he wishes to be
perceived in the future!

The author is Professor, School
of International Studies, TNU
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ADITI TO RECEIVE "DIVERSITY IN CINEMA

AWARD' AT

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

ctor Aditi Rao Hy-
dari will be felici-
tated with the Di-

versity in Cinema Award at
the upcoming edition of the
Indian Film Festival of Mel-
bourne (IFFM), the organis-
ers announced on Friday.
The actor will attend the
festival as guest of honour.
She will be recognised for
her immense contribution
to cinema and her impactful
performances across medi-
ums, a press release said.
"Aditi, who captured
hearts with her unforget-
table portrayal of Bibbo
Jaan in '"Heeramandi', con-
tinues to mesmerize global
audiences with her poise,
talent, and effortless screen
presence. Her participation

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

Fans are still grooving to
the first track, 'Pardesiya,’
from the upcoming film
'Param Sundari' starring
Sidharth Malhotra and
Janhvi Kapoor, and now
the makers have dropped
another sizzling track that
is sure to keep everyone
hooked for a long time.
Sidharth and Janhvi
shared the new track
'Bheegi Saree' on their
Instagram accounts on
Friday. With sensual chore-
ography, rain-soaked visu-
als, and sizzling chemistry
between the lead pair, the
video has grabbed every-

one's attention.

The song opens with Jan-
hvi and Sidharth dancing
in the rain, adding a sensu-
ous vibe to the video. The
retro-style visuals give the

!FFM 2025

song an old-school charm.
The track is sung by Adnan
Sami and Shreya Ghoshal.
Take a look
Fans, in no time, flooded
the comments section with

Sonakshi's Telugu debut

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

The teaser for 'Jatadhara’,
Sonakshi Sinha's first Telugu
film, is finally out. The actress
stars alongside Sudheer Babu
in what looks like a dark, su-
pernatural epic filled with
mystery, magic, and drama.

In the one-minute-12-second
teaser, Sudheer Babu appears
asapowerful character "born
fromsacrifice," while Sonakshi
Sinha is seen in a never-seen-
beforelook asamystical figure
"created by greed." The teaser

'Tatadhara' teaser out now

hints at an intense face-offbe-
tween the two.

Sonakshi's look has caught
many by surprise; she ap-
pears in a dark, magical
form, with long hair and
detailed ornaments. The
background score and visu-
als set the tone for a gripping
supernatural tale. Jatadharais
directed by Venkat Kalyanand
Abhishek Jaiswal. The film
also stars Shilpa Shirodkar,
Ravi Prakash, Indira Krishna,
Naveen Neni, Shreya Sharma,
Subhalekha Sudhakar, and
Rajeev Kanakala.

Earlier this month, a new
poster from the film was
unveiled, which gave fans
a glimpse of Sonakshi and
Sudheer Babu's look.

Meanwhile, on the work
front, the actress was recently
seen in horror drama in 'Ni-
kita Roy,' which hit theatres
on July 18.

The film follows Nikita (Son-
akshi Sinha), a determined
author who delves into the
mystery ofher brother'sdeath,
convinced it was murder
rather than the suicide the
police insist it was.

in IFFM 2025 is expected to
elevate the excitement and
add a regal charm to the
gala celebration of Indian
cinema on foreign shores,"
it added.

Hydari, known for her
roles in films such as Pad-
maavat, Kaatru Veliyidai,
Chekka Chivantha Vaanam,
Sufiyum Sujatayum, and the
series Jubilee, described the
Diversity in Cinema Award
as a “special honour.” "Mel-
bourne has always been
warm and welcoming,
and to be celebrated in a
city that celebrates cinema
with such passion is deeply
humbling,” the actor said in
a statement.

Festival director Mitu
Bhowmik Lange praised the
actor’s artistic achievements
and said she is the "epitome
of grace and excellence".

out

heart emojis and praised
the on-screen pairing.
Earlier, the first song
from the film, '"Pardesiya,’
was released and continues
to keep fans hooked. Itisa
love song that features a
sweet bond between Sid-
harth and Janhvi. From
the scenic location to Sid-
harth's breathtaking looks,
the song has all the quali-
ties needed to become the
love anthem of the year.
'"Param Sundari' marks
the first on-screen col-
laboration between Janhvi
and Sidharth. The roman-
tic comedy is directed by
Tushar Jalota and pro-

duced by Dinesh Vijan's
Maddock Films.
4
BRAIN PICKING

—MOUNIROY

(Indian Actress)

Now that my father is no more, | understand that you
should not take your parents for granted
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Urvashi Rautela poses forl’lher social media.(Instagram)

Huma Qureshi’s cousin murdered in cold blood

BRYAN THOMAS
NEW DELHI

In a chilling case of neigh-
bourhood violence, a
man—identified as Asif
Qureshi, cousin of ac-
tor Huma Qureshi—was
brutally stabbed to death
in Delhi’s Nizamuddin
area late Thursday night,
allegedly by two men
over a dispute as trivial
as parking.

The fatal incident oc-
curred around 11 PM in the
Jangpura Bhogal market
lane, when Asif reportedly
asked his neighbour to move
a scooter that was blocking

‘Lovein Vietnaml' to

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

The release date of Shantanu
Maheshwari and Avneet
Kaur-starrer 'Love in Viet-
nam' has been locked.

The film will hit the the-
atres on September 12,
2025.

'Lovein Vietnam'is touted
tobeaheart-wrenching love
story inspired by the best-

the entrance to his house.
What began as a verbal spat
soon turned deadly.

NewsX was on the ground
and spoke exclusively to
Asif Qureshi’s wife, who
categorically stated that this
was no accident or heat-of-
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selling novel 'Madonna in a
Fur Coat'. Extensively shot
in Vietnam, the movie also
introduces Vietnamese actor

the-moment act, but a “pre-
meditated murder.”

“They had been troubling
us for along time. This was
a pre-planned attack. They
meant to kill my husband,”
she said, fighting back
tears.

release on Sept 12

Kha Ngan, marking her Bol-
lywood debut.

As per a press note, the
film follows the journey of a
young man and a girl diving
through life and friendship.
Raj Babbar, Gulshan Grover
and Farida Jalal are also a
part 'Love in Vietnam'.

Recently, Shantanu opened
up about shooting for 'Bade
Din Huye' song from the

film.

PRAVEEN NAGDA

Indian animation film industry
seems to have come of age now
with the release of the latest of-
fering, as Mahavatar Narsimha
proves that animation is not
just for children but also for
grown-ups alike. While there
have been few Indian anima-
tion films that have made their

MAHAVATAR NARSIMHA

presence in Indian cinema in
the past decades, this one is
with a difference, making a
huge impact, proving that In-
dia can produce world-class
animation from concept to
delivery on the silver screen.
‘We have all grown up hear-
ing the story of the demon
king Hiranya Kashyap, his sis-
ter Holika, and son Prahlad,
we have celebrated the fes-
tival of Holi every year, and
all of this has been captured
in cinematic stories time and
again. However, Mahavatar
Narsimha is a case apart
where you see this story un-
folding in an animated form
at its best. The Indian ani-

mation industry, which has
been traditionally working on
delivering global content, has
now set an example of produc-
ing truly world-class content
for another Indian theme.

While in the opening se-
quences, the film begins with
basic production values, it
turnsintoan extremely immer-
sive and high-quality animation
asthe story progresses further.
Eventually, the last halfan hour
of the film is probably the most
engaging, highlighting a super
action sequence inall vividness
of animated characters. Com-
ing from Indian scriptures, the
story is built around human
beings, demons, and Gods,
where the animated charac-
ters are created in a realistic
manner and not like cartoon
characters.

Creating surreal and realis-
tic characters that blur the line
between animation and live-
action cinematic experience
must have been quite a chal-
lenge for the artists working on
this film. It is not just the im-
mersive visual appeal but also
the screenplay, the dialogues,
the songs, and the Sanskrit
renditions that seta tempo and
make Mahavatar Narsimha, a
superior cinematic delivery. It
excelsin almost every perspec-
tive, thereby bringing a whole-
some cinema for the young and
old together.

The visual effects and graph-
ics bring alive the pompous
and extravagant lifestyle of a
demon king, the luxuriously
grand citadels and castles,
the flamboyance and splen-
dour of megalomanic rulers,

egos and eccentricities of devil
kingdoms, and at the same time
the cultural ethos and practices
of Indian scriptures, which we
treat as history.

There is a bit of modernized
imagination too, such as you'd
notice Star Wars-inspired space
warships, creatively designed
weapons combined with heart-
thumping sound effects, mak-
ing a great impact on the over-
all experience of watching the
film. The script deals very well
with the emotional aspects of
father v/s son, mother v/s son,
king v/s citizens, demons v/s
angels, and good v/s bad, en-
suring the film viewers con-
nect and engage deeply with
the characters.

Voice artist Aditya Raj
Sharma brings a brilliant
delivery for the demonic Hi-

ranya Kashyap, and Haripriya
Matta delivers the innocence
of a child for Prahlad, while
Harjeet Walia as Lord Nar-
simha makes an equally au-
thoritative and powerful pres-
ence. Mahavatar Narsimha is
written and directed by Ash-
win Kumar, and produced by
Hombale Films and Shilpaa
Dhawan, Kleem Productions.

Interestingly, this also marks
the beginning of an Indian ani-
mated franchise, the Mahavatar
Cinematic Universe, which will
chronicle the ten divine avatars
of Lord Vishnu over the next
decade, taking the Indian an-
imation industry to a global
panorama!

Praveen Nagda is Festival Di-
rector of KidzCINEMA and
CultureCinema Film Festivals
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INSTAGRAM VS REALITY: HOW
GEN-Z CELEBRATES RAKHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

hashtags, Raksha

Bandhan has taken
on a whole new avatar
for Gen-Z. A festival once
rooted in simple rituals and
heartfelt emotions is now
also a content opportunity.
Instagram is flooded with
picture-perfect sibling mo-
ments—coordinated out-
fits, aesthetic thalis, slow-
motion rakhi tying videos,

In the age of filters and

Rakhi in the metaverse:
A futuristic celebration
of sibling bonds

and heart-tugging captions . TDG NETWORK
that say more than ever Desplte ﬂﬂe NEW DELH!
SF}’;*:E lﬁ.fe;ﬂtlﬁfe- e contrast, what’s | : . S
ut behind these curate .. : Imagine walking into a
posts lies a different real- he&lﬁemﬂg 1S : beautifully decorated virtual
dvolives in e same ity o how Gen-Zis | o s avatan thou:
even talks every day. Some 1 edeﬁm'ng the sands of miles away in the
il athers rely on et essenceof Raksha | - G io i eraive unt
minute Amazon deliveries. Bandban in their . verse, could soon redefine
Many prefer a casual phone . how we celebrate festivals
call zr a witty meme ex- ownway. Tbey like Raksha Bandhan.
change over traditional rit- may not always . In this futuristic world,
uals. For some, Rakhi is just fO How customs : siblings separated by ge-
a quick photo-op before : ography can reunite in a
heading out with friends or tothe letter, but i custom-built virtual space  old childhood photos, while  normal in a decade.
logging into work. 7 d . : — complete with a digital  virtual chefs whip up family- Of course, no technol-
Despite the contrast, t Myﬁn creative, : rakhi thali, festive music, favourite dishes that canbe  ogy can truly replace the
what’s heartening is how 0 ﬂen qmrky : and traditional décor. Sisters ~ “tasted” through multisen- ~ warmth of a real hug or the
Gen-Z is redefining the es- ¢ could tie animated rakhisto  sory tech. You could even sweetness of a homemade
sence of Raksha Bandhan ways to express . theirbrothers’ avatars, while  invite extended family and  laddoo. But in a world con-
in their own way. They may love—be ita video : brotherssend virtualgifts —  friends to join the celebra- stantly evolving, Rakhi in
not always follow customs ¢ from NFTjewellerytocryp-  tion as their digital selves. the Metaverse offers a cre-
to the letter, but they find montage, a shared) : to giftcards —inreturn. All  While this may sound like  ative, inclusive way to keep

creative, often quirky ways
to express love—be it a vid-
eo montage, a shared play-

sion of Rakhi may be fil-
tered, but the emotion
behind it is still real. Gen-

what truly keeps the spirit
of Raksha Bandhan alive.
In the end, Rakhi for Gen-

connected lives. And if that
means celebrating with
emojis instead of sweets, or
stories instead of rituals—

playlist, orareel
full of childbood

© ofthis, without stepping out
. of their homes.

The Metaverse offers an

: exciting blend of tradition

science fiction, platforms are
already experimenting with
such possibilities. For Gen

the sibling bond alive—
across timelines, terrains,
and technologies. Because
where there’s love, even the

list, or a reel full of child- Z may not always tie the Zis not about rejecting tra- memories Alpha and Gen Z, who are
hood memories. thread, but they under- dition but reimaginingitto sobeit. After all, love needs : : and technology. Al-powered ~ growing upina digital-first  virtual becomes deeply per-
Yes, the Instagram ver-  stand the bond—and that’s  fit their fast-paced, hyper- no format. * memory walls could display ~ world, this could be thenew  sonal.

Why mithai remains the most A thread of love,
adorable Rakhi present a gift from the heart

RIDDHI BHAGAT

Gifting mithai is a timeless
tradition in Raksha Band-
han. Despite the world of
gadgets, gift cards, and ex-
pensive hampers, sweets
are the ones that touch ev-
erybody’s heart. Eveninour
fast-paced, contemporary
lives today, nothing feels as
cozy and significant as those
boxes of aromatic multicol-
ored Indian sweets that have
been a staple of our Indian
festivities for centuries.

A TRIBUTE TO TRADI-
TION

Both Mithai and Rakhi are
deeply rooted in tradition.
Our families have used
mithai to commemorate
celebrations and signifi-
cant occasions for many

generations, and Raksha
Bandhan is no different. A
plate of sweets is placed on
the thali, ready to symbolize
the promise of love and pro-
tection, from the moment
sisters tie rakhi to brothers’
wrists. By selecting mithai
as your gift, you're preserv-
ing the ties to our heritage
and paying tribute to the
traditions that give this
festival its profound signifi-
cance.

LOVED BY ALL
Everyone adores mithai,
which is one of the best
things about giving it as a
gift. Mithai is always ap-
preciated, unlike gifts that
might not fit someone’s
needs or preferences. Ev-
erybody has a favorite treat
that makes them smile,
whether they are close or
distant sisters, brothers, or
both. Mithai is a consider-
ate, reliable option because
it has something to offer
everyone, whether it’s the
light crunch of soan papdi
or the creamy richness of
kaju katli.

AN INDIVIDUAL
TOUCH

~aw
5.2 o
Rrc e

»

¢ 8 = 2

Both Mithai and
Rakbiaredeeply
rooted in tradition.
Our families have
used mithai to
commemorate
celebrations
and significant
occasions for many
generations, and
Raksha Bandban
isno different.

Even now, it still feels inti-
mate to hand-pick a box of
mithai for your sibling. It
demonstrates that you took
the time to choose some-
thing sweet and unique just
for them, whether you or-
der a carefully curated box
online or visit the neighbor-
hood halwai to choose the
freshest candies. When you
put their favorite items in
the box and include a heart-
felt note, your gift trans-

. RGTe T
v el e
N |

forms from a box of candy :

. Pink Knots by Arushi Kathuria Reimagines Raksha

to a token of love that no gift :

- Bandhan Gifting with Soul and Style

: TDG NETWORK
* NEW DELHI
than merely a treat. Sweets :
represent the wealth, luck, :
and joy that brothers and :
sisters hope for one another :
during Raksha Bandhan,
when sisters pray for their :
brothers’ welfare and broth- :
ers promise to protect their
sisters. Saying “may your :
life always be as sweet as :
this” is equivalent to giv- :
ing mithai. The simple yet :
delicious box of mithai re- :
mains unrivaled in its abil- :
ity to make someone feel :
remembered, appreciated, :
: joy of giving with its Rakhi
becoming more and more :
¢ edit of handcrafted ham-
Choose a box of mithai in- :
stead of the generic options :
this Raksha Bandhan when :
you're searching for the :
ideal present to honor your :
unique bond. Because noth- :
ing quite says “yourespecial : MORE THAN A
tome,” nomatterhowmuch : THREAD. A STORY.

: ABOND

card or device can match.

THE SWEETEST GIFT

Mithai is a blessing rather

and loved in a world that is

digital and fast-paced.

things change.

The author is Strategic Direc-
tor;, Bhagat Halwai and Found-
: feeling. A sibling’s laughter.
: Ashared secret. A fight over
: thelast piece of cake. Itis a
: bond that stretches across
: years, cities, and sometimes
: evensilence.

et; Binge on Baked

In a world where messages
are typed and emotions are
often rushed, Pink Knots
by Arushi Kathuria is
bringing back the beauty of
slow, intentional gifting—
especially for moments that
deserve to be felt deeply.
And what better occasion
than Raksha Bandhan—a
festival rooted in love, nos-
talgia, and lifelong connec-
tion?

This year, Pink Knotsin-
vites you to rediscover the

2025 Collection: a curated

pers, keepsake boxes, and
elegant rakhi sets designed
to turn memories into me-
mentos, and traditions into
moments of true meaning.

Atits core, Raksha Bandhan
is not just a ritual—it is a

Pink Knots captures

¢ this emotion through
¢ its thoughtful collection
: where every box tells a
. story. Whether it is a hand-
: woven rakhi crafted by ar-
: tisans, a wellness hamper
: for the sister who never
: puts herself first, or a cus-
: tom memory box filled
. with your childhood inside
: jokes, every piece is de-
: signed to say what words
: sometimes cannot.

“Raksha Bandhan is full

of nostalgia, teasing, affec-
tion—it’s where love hides
in the smallest of gestures,”
says Arushi Kathuria,
Founder of Pink Knots.
“Our aim was to bottle up
that emotion and translate
it into something tangible,
beautiful, and lasting.”

FOR EVERY SIBLING
EQUATION

No two sibling stories are
the same—and that is ex-
actly what makes them spe-
cial. That is why the Pink
KnotsRakhi Edit is designed
with inclusivity and ver-

satility at its heart. Whether
it is for your brother, sister,
cousin, or a chosen-sibling
bond, there is something
for every kind of love.

¢ Elegant Rakhi & Lumba
Sets- Traditional, artisanal,
and wrapped in charm

* Personalized Keepsake
Boxes - With names, mes-
sages, or memories only you
two share

* Wellness Hampers for
Sisters - Think teas, jour-
nals, skincare, chocolates
— all the things she would
never buy for herself

* Bhai Boxes - Coffee

blends, grooming essen-
tials, socks he’ll laugh at but
secretly love

¢ Eco-Conscious Wraps -
Because a gift should feel
good inside and out

And for siblings separated
by distance, same-day dis-
patch and pan-India de-
livery ensure your love ar-
rives right on time.

GIFTING THAT FEELS
LIKE A HUG

In a time when gifting can
feel transactional, Pink
Knotshbrings back the mag-
ic of thoughtful gestures.
Every hamper is hand-
packed with care, each card
is written to feel personal,
and every rakhi is tied with
the hope that it will bring a
smile — maybe even a hap-
py tear.

Because from stealing
the remote to sharing life
advice, the bond between
siblings is one of evolution,
emotion, and everlasting
love.

With the 2025 Raksha
Bandhan Collection, Pink
Knots offers you a way to
celebrate that bond — not
with just a gift, but with a
feeling that lasts.
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THE MIRROR WITHIN: A GUIDE TO GENTLE SELF-HONESTY

AASHISH PATEL

he journey to full
spirituality is an ex-
ploration of the inner

world. It requires honesty
and the art of self-reflection.
Reflection is clearer when
we are in front of a mirror.
It is only when we are able
to see clearly that we can
respond to what we see.
Throughout the journey,
even if it is sometimes dif-
ficult, the key is to hold the
intention to be honest.

This journey does not be-
gin with finding what flaws
we have but in understand-
ing who we really are. Until
we can embrace that under-
standing, it will be difficult

to look inside. Therefore, tion. Here are some of the 5. Inability to make clear 1. Persistent internal heavi- gaged\loss of enjoyment  God’s help, we cry out with
the first step is appreciating ~ feelings that we need to no- decisions ness One thing to really under-  this emotion. We are not
who I really am and seeing tice. 6. Having a short fuse and 2. Depression stand is that God is genu- detached enough to know
the value of the self once 1. Being highly emotional being irritable with those 3. Lack of mental or physi- inely really pleased with what we are trying to ar-
moreWhen we elevate our or overly sensitive closest tous cal energy even the smallestamountof ticulate, but we think that
consciousness and create 2. Feeling easily stressed by These are all signs of a 4. A desire toisolate the self  effort. His role is to be able  God can help us in this ap-
powerful thoughts of truth, small things need for greater honesty. 5. The desire to escape with  to help us see what is going  proach, but He cannot. Our

in soul awareness, we can
see our value and be able
to observe what is going on
with detachment.

It is when we feel that we
need to do the inner work
on our own, that we strug-
gle. This is where the meta-
phor of the mirror really
begins to work. Our con-
nection with the Divine, the
Supreme source, is the key
to our moving forwards. In-
stead of asking the self what
I need to see, in meditation
T ask the Divine to show me
what I need to see in the
mirror of my own heart. Itis
such a subtle but powerful-
ly different approach that it
relieves us from having to
figure out what is going on
in our own inner world.

There are signals that let
us know that we are not be-
ing honest with ourselves.
They are like alarm bells of
the heart. We have to un-
derstand that feelings like
stress, procrastination, and
sadness are not failures;
they are loving calls from
the heart, asking for atten-

3. Constant circular think-
ing - getting nowhere
4. Procrastination

er signals.

There are deeper and loud-

distractions

6. Inner numbness
7. Being completely disen-

The first step in the spiritual journey is appreciating who | really am and seeing the value of the self.

on in our inner world. And
sometimes, when we are
overly emotional and seek

done.

Rise above negativity, or are you stuck in the mud?

CHIRYA RISELY

The lotus symbolizesresilience,
thriving in adversity, transfor-
mation, beauty, new beginnings,
inner calm and harmony, perse-
verance, purity, and detachment.
“Out of the mud of your fears, strug-
gles, pain, and confusion, the lotus
Sflower of your inner beart will spon-
taneously grow.” - Anon

Rise above the impure muddy
waters and grow into something
more beautiful. Yet, at the same
time, be fully grounded. Just as

the muddy water sustains the
lotus flower, in the same way the
gritty realities of life help us to
bloom and reach our potential.
So, do not just look at the muddy
water; appreciate the beautiful lo-
tus that blooms totally unblem-
ished and untouched by it.

The journey of the lotus from
muddy waters to a blossoming
flower is a metaphor for the soul’'s
journey from ignorance to spiri-
tual awakening,.

The thoughts we place in our
awareness eventually create our
personal world and experience
of life. All problems start in our
awareness... and so do all solu-
tions. “I am a soul. Peace is my
nature”.Peace is the inner nature
of humankind. When you find it
within yourself, you will find it
everywhere.

Consciously choose the quality
of your thoughts - accentuate the
positive, eliminate the negative,
and clean up the waste. Ensure

.

The thoughts we place in our awareness eventually create our personal world.

The importance of silence

B.K. DR. SAVITA

When we set out on the path
of self-improvement, the first
thing we need is knowledge and
guidance on what to do, what
not to do, how to go about it,
the likely hurdles on the way,
and how to overcome them. A
close friend, relative, or a men-
tor might give helpful advice,
and there are hundreds of thou-
sands of books and websites
offering tips on how we can de-
velop better focus, self-control,
emotional maturity, and pro-
ductivity.

However, knowledge alone is
not sufficient. It helps broaden
our understanding of the world
and the self, and gives us the
tools to make informed deci-
sions in order to improve our-
selves. But without reflection
and self-awareness, study can
become an intellectual exer-
cise. We may memorise all the

right points, and then fall into
the trap of thinking that our
work is done - “Now I know
it all”. Knowing what to do is
easy; doing it appropriately and
consistently is where most of
us struggle. Self-improvement
may require us to change our
habits or mindset, which is
much harder than just acquir-
ing information. We need to
apply knowledge, evaluate our
progress, identify mistakes,
and adjust our approach. Self-
assessment and recalibration
of our efforts is best done in si-
lence.

The practice of silence plays
a powerful and often underap-
preciated role in self-improve-
ment. In silence, distractions
fade and we are left with our
thoughts and emotions. Wis-
dom, which is the ability to
apply knowledge in the right
manner in different situations,
arises from silent reflection, and
from experience. Actually, even
experience has to be reflected
upon for it to yield valuable les-
sons - otherwise we may just
label our experiences as good or
bad, or hold others responsible
for them. That is a superficial
way of looking at our experi-
ences. When we give time and
attention, in silence, to examine
whatever is going on in our life,
we will discover the thought

§ 0

The practice of silence plays a powerful and often underappreciated role in self-improvement.

patterns, fears, and desires that
influence our actions and sub-
tly determine the trajectory of
our life. It is only after we have
identified the underlying causes
of our experiences that we can
bring about meaningful change
in the self and begin to see the
desired results.

Practising silence — especially
in forms like meditation and
mindful reflection — sharpens
attention and strengthens men-

tal clarity. Silently observing
our emotions without react-
ing impulsively also improves
our patience, reduces anxiety,
and cultivates emotional in-
telligence. Moreover, creative
thoughts and solutions emerge
more naturally in quiet mo-
ments.

In extended periods of silence,
when the mind is still and there
is no clutter of thoughts cloud-
ing the eye of the intellect, we

can look into the deep recesses
of the mind and see hitherto un-
seen facets of our character and
personality. We become aware
of the beliefs, prejudices, and
social conditioning that have
shaped our attitudes and be-
haviour unwittingly.

There is also something beau-
tiful to discover - it cannot be
seen with the eyes but can be
perceived by the intellect. When
we ‘see’ the light of the soul, it

The energy of our
pure thoughts bas
the strength to heal

the Earth. Justas

renewable power
sustains our planet,
let the light of wisdom
and unity sustain our
world. When we uplift
OUr Consciousness,
we upliftnature.

your thoughts are positive and
your feelings towards others are
filled with good wishes.
Problems are exacerbated by a
mind that has weak and negative
thoughts. Without spiritual

veritably lights up our life. Rec-
ognising the self, and others,
as immortal, originally pure
souls, changes the way we see
ourselves and others. Contem-
plating our true identity makes
us aware of the spiritual kinship
that binds all souls together. Go-
ing a step further, in silence the
soul comes to recognise and ac-
cept its connection with a high-
er power - the Supreme Soul.
‘When we start believing in and
trusting that Benevolent Being,
we begin to experience His love
and compassion. Regular com-
munion with Him, through
remembrance, fills us with
His power and virtues, which
heal, empower, and restore
tired, broken souls to whole-
ness again. Souls realise that as
children of the Almighty, they
are strong, not weak, and they
have nothing to fear as He is
with them. The feeling of being
whole, of belonging to Him, and
knowing that He is always there
for us, brings peace, content-
ment, joy, and confidence, all of
which generate the pure wish
to help others connect with the
Father, so that they too can ben-
efit like us, by walking the path
of silence.

B.K. Dr. Savita is a Rajyoga teach-
er at the Brabma Kumaris head-
quarters in Abu Road, Rajasthan.

responsibility is to separate
from the emotion and be-
come detached and find a
space to accept the situa-
tion, not fix it, but accept
it, because the moment we
are able to accept, we have
the possibility to detach.
Detachment then means
that God can step in. For
example, if you are the boss
of a business and someone
comes to say what difficul-
ties they are having but they
are completely emotional
and inarticulate - you can-
not help them. Your advice
would probably be to take
some time to step away and
allow the dust to settle and
then come back and say
what the problem really
is. If we take that same ap-
proach with our relation-
ship with God, then our
honesty will allow God’s
help to really change situ-
ations that we face. This is
the secret; to be detached,
to step away and then allow
the Divine to step in and
resolve the situation in the
way He needs to. Not in the
way we would like it to be,
but in the way it needs to be

Do not do any inner work
in pain - untangle the emo-
tions, of attachment, fear
and anger. Then we can

accept, detach, and talk to
God

Q1. What am I feeling? -
name it

Q2. What am I afraid of and
why? Fear always has one
emotional presence; there
will be anger, guilt, resent-
ment, or depression.

Q3. What am I attached to?

Then I have been truly
completely honest with my-
self and can hand it over to
God.

When we find that the
thought of doing this makes
us feel really heavy, and do
not want to do it, that is OK.
All this tells us is that there
is more power needed. We
need more meditation, be-
cause a consistent practice
of meditation brings the
power of peace, and the
power of peace brings the
power to face the inner
world with courage. With
the power to face the inner
world, there is the power
to open the heart to God
and let Him show the way.
God sees us as lights to the
world. Let our inner work
be an act of love for our-
selves and for all.

Aashish Patel works in IT and
coordinates Brabma Kumaris
activities at the Lighthouse Re-
treat Centre, Worthing, UK.

power, we are unable to remove
the problem at its root. It would
be like trying to stop floodwaters
with a box of tissues.

Tiredness comes from think-
ing about everything I have to
do. Stop thinking; just do it!

The energy of our pure thoughts
hasthe strength to heal the Earth.
Just asrenewable power sustains
our planet, let the light of wisdom
and unity sustain our world.
When we uplift our conscious-
ness, we uplift nature.

You become whatever you think
about deeply. Take time to find
that quiet and peaceful place in-
side and happiness will stay in
your heart forever. Think only
about spiritual love and happi-
ness. Feel these values as part of
your life, leave the mud of body
consciousness and becomeatrue,
spiritual, lotus flower.

Chirya Riselyis a Rajyoga meditation
teacher based at the Brabma Kumaris
Peace Village Retreat Center, USA.

A
THOUGHT
FORTODAY

Bloom where you
are planted. Life has
a way of planting
me in situations that
are beneficial for my
growth. Some situa-
tions prune me back
where I am expanding
ina way that disperses
my life energy. Other
situations nourish me
deeply, enabling me
to express the colour
of my inner beauty.
When I appreciate the
gift each situation of-
fers for my growth, I
relax into the simple
task of blossoming.
This is my only task -
tobloom. Today let me
enjoy life in my inner
garden.
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VIRAT GEARS UP FOR AUSTRALIA ODIS?

Batter posts picture with a coach in nets ahead of ODI in Australia

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

n what seems to be an
Iexciting development for

fans, legendary Indian
batter Virat Kohli posted a
picture with Naeem Amin,
a coach, who is also associ-
ated with the Indian Premier
League (IPL) franchise Guja-
rat Titans (GT) as an assistant
coach, after what seemed be
like a practice session.

Virat took to his Instagram
to post a picture with Naeem
and captioned it, “Thanks for
helping out with the hit broth-
er. Always lovely to see you.”

This could very well be a
sign that Virat, retired from
Tests and T20Is, is gearing
up for a season of ODI crick-
et. From October 19 onwards,
India will tour Australia for
a three-ODI and five-T201
series. Fans could get to see
the ‘King’ back in action
from October 19 onwards at
Perth’s Optus Stadium, with
two more matches scheduled
for Adelaide (October 23) and
Sydney (October 25).

Back in May, Virat sent a
huge wave of shock and grief

among the cricketing fraterni-
ty, announcing his retirement
from Tests ahead of India’s
tour of England, which kick-
started the team’s ICC World
Test Championship (WTC)
2025-27 campaign.

In 123 Tests, Virat scored
9,230 runs at an average of
46.85, with 30 centuries and
31 fifties and a best score of
254*. He ended as India’s
fourth-highest run-getter in
Tests. He also ended his ca-

reer as India’s most successful
Test captain, with 40 wins in
68 Tests, including memora-
ble wins in England, Australia
and South Africa and a series
win in Australia.

Virat’s final image in whites
was helplessly edging a Scott
Boland delivery to the slips in
the final fifth Test at Sydney.
He ended the horrific Austra-
lia tour with just 190 runs in
nine innings under his belt,
at an average of 23.75, despite

World number one Jannik Sinner

qualifies for Ni

AGENCIES
TURIN

World number one Jannik
Sinner qualified for the
Nitto ATP Finals and will
join his arch-rival Carlos
Alcaraz at the season final
in Turin.

The Italian star will return
to his country to defend his
year-end championships
title. Sinner clinched the
title last year without drop-
ping a set against Taylor
Fritz. The Nitto ATP Finals
will take place from Novem-
ber 9 to 16. The 23-year-old
will compete for the title for
the third time in a row and
fourth overall. He boasts a
10-2 record in the tourna-
ment. In the last two editions
of the tournament, he has
floundered against Novak
Djokovic in the 2023 final.
Sinner made his debut in
the Nitto ATP Finals in 2021
as an alternate. He replaced

2
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fellow Italian Matteo Ber-
rettini, pushed Daniil Med-
vedev to a final-set tie-break
and ousted Hubert Hurkacz.
Sinner has savoured success
in what turned out to be a
standout year for him. He
lifted two major titles for the
second straight season. He
defended his crown at the
Australian Open and expe-

tto ATP finals

rienced euphoria after lifting
his maiden Wimbledon title.
He made it all the way to the
French Open final but fell
short against Alcaraz.Sinner
avenged his heartbreaking
French Open final loss as
he outclassed his rival and
Spanish sensation Carlos Al-
caraz to secure his maiden
‘Wimbledon title.

a century at Perth during
the first Test. His struggles
with deliveries outside the
off-stump channel and poor
performances against Boland
marked his final outing in
white clothingVirat and more
than him, his fans would be
hoping that he scores in heaps
during the ODI tour to Aus-
tralia. He has an outstanding
record in the country in ODIs,
having made 1,327 runs in 29
matches and innings at an

average of 51.03, with five
centuries and six fifties. His
best score is 133*. Notably, in
his previous ODI outing, he
won the ICC Champions Tro-
phy for India back in March,
scoring 218 runs in five in-
nings at an average of 54.50,
with a century and fifty each.
Inseven ODIs this year, he has
been in a solid form, with 275
runs in seven innings atan av-
erage of 45.83, a century and
two fifties.

Australia’s T20I opening
pair locked in: Captain
Marsh as T20I WC nears

AGENCIES
CANBERRA

Australia T201 captain
Mitchell Marsh confirmed
that they have locked in the
opening pair in the lead up
to next year’s T201 World
Cup, set to be held in India
and Sri Lanka.

Australia will begin its
preparations for the mar-
quee event with a three-
match T20I series against
South Africa, scheduled to
kick off on Sunday. Marsh
confirmed that he will take
the mantle to open Austra-
lia’s batting order and will
form a formidable pair with
Travis Head.

During the 2021 T20
World Cup, Marsh featured
in the number three spot, a
move that proved to be a
masterstroke.

The burly all-rounder
orchestrated a Player of
the Match performance in
the final to steer the Baggy
Greens to their first T20
World Cup title.

But now, the 33-year-old

Bowls better under pressure: Clarke
hails Siraj for The Oval heroics

AGENCIES
MELBOURNE

Following India’s well-fought
series draw against England,
former Australian captain
hailed Indian pacer Moham-
med Siraj for stepping up in
the absence of pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah, say-
ing that he is a much better
bowler with “more expecta-
tions and pressure on his
shoulders”.

Siraj emerged as the lead-
ing wicket-taker in the series,
taking 23 wickets at an aver-
age of over 32, with two five-
wicket hauls and a four-fer
to his name. He also bowled
around 185 overs, the most
by a bowler in the series. At
The Oval, it was Siraj who
delivered a comeback spell,
reducing England from a
dominant position of 301/4
to 367 all out while chasing
374, bowling brilliantly and

relentlessly in tandem with
Prasidh Krishna.

Speaking on his Beyond23
Cricket Podcast, Clarke said,
“To win the last match and
level the series. Wow! Phe-
nomenal, absolutely brilliant.
And the other thing as well.
In the two Test matches that
India won, the best bowler
in the world didn’t play in
(Jasprit) Bumrah. Bum-

Kerala, Bengal crowned champions of S1st

Junior Waterpolo Ch

AGENCIES
BENGALURU

The 51st Junior Waterpolo
Championship 2025 came to
aclose on Friday, at the Basa-
vangudi Aquatic Centre, with
Bengal emerging victorious
over Maharashtra in the
Boys category while Kerala
overcame hosts Karnataka
to win the Final in the Girls
category.

The 41st Sub Junior & Slst
Junior National Aquatic
Championship (Diving) also
wrapped up at the Kensing-
ton Swimming Poolin Ulsoor
today, with Skandan Prasad
T securing the only medal
for Karnataka after finishing

BWF World Junior 2025: India to face Ho

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Badminton World Fed-
eration (BWF) on Friday
announced the draw for the
BWF World Junior Champi-
onships 2025 - Suhandinata
Cup (Mixed Team Event), to
be held at the National Cen-
tre of Excellence, Aminga-
on, Guwahati, from 6 to 11
October 2025, according to
arelease from BWF.

Second-seeded India will
compete in Group H along-
side Hong Kong China,
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third in the Boys Junior 3MT
SB with a score of 264.45, as
per a press release from Kar-
nataka Swimming Associa-
tion (KSA).In the 51st Junior

Nepal, and Ghana. This
prestigious global junior
team event returns to India
for the first time since 2008
and will feature 37 teams
from across the world. The
tournament format will see
the winner from each group
advance to the quarter-
finals.

Top seeds Thailand are
drawn in Group A with
Denmark, Slovenia, and
Cook Islands. Defending
champions Indonesia are
placed in Group C with
Turkiye, Romania, and the

Waterpolo Championship
Boys Final, Bengal edged Ma-
harashtra 16-15. Bengal were
powered by Joy Mondal with
five goals, Rajesh Naskar

N=TEIETENES T

ampionship 2025

with four goals, Arnab Shaw
with three goals, Sanjib Sar-
dar with two goals, and single
goals from Sourasish Kar-
makar and Tushar Haldar.
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Maharashtra fought back
through Manthan Lomharsh
Shivanikar with seven goals,
Samrat Ravindra Bodke with
five goals, Swayam Pardeshi
with two goals and Swarnim
Milind Chepe with one goal.

The Girls title match saw
Kerala overpower Karna-
taka 14-8 in a dominant dis-
play. Karnataka were led by
Roshini S with five goals and
Nithya C with three goals.
Kerala’s attack saw Safwa
Sakeer score two goals, Ar-
dra S score three goals, An-
jali S Sathya score one goal,
Karthika Satheesh score two
goals, Abhinanda V score
two goals and Nivya M score
four goals.

ng Kong, Ch
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rah didn’t play the two Test
matches that India won. So,
to the other bowlers in the
Indian squad, they deserve a
lot of credit for being able to
step up.”

Continuing further on Sir-
aj, Clarke said that without
Bumrah, Siraj gets his ‘I've
got to stand up’ mindset and
attitude, doing the hard yards
with the ballunder pressure.

&

=

A4

#

i i Rl

declared that he will re-
tain his spot at the top after
opening the five consecutive
games against the West In-
dies last month. Marsh and
Head have never opened
in the shortest format to-
gether.

“It'll be myself and Heady
up the top for the foresee-
able future. Obviously,
we’ve played a lot together,
(we’ve) got a great relation-
ship, so (we’ll) start there,”
Marsh told reporters in
Darwin on Friday as quoted
from cricket.com.au.

Including Marsh and
Head, Australia have tried
and tested five openers in
the format since David War-
ner had his last dance after
last year’s Caribbean World
Cup. Marsh remained
tight-lipped about the ap-
pearance of the rest of the
batting unit but confirmed
there were discussions
about Tim Davind’s place.

Last month, David un-
leashed havoc with his
blistering strokeplay in the
third T20I against the Ca-
ribbean side.

Madhura-Abhishek bow
out at quarter-finals at
World Games 2025

AGENCIES

CHENGDU

India’s Madhura Dhaman-
gaonkar and Abhishek
Verma crashed out in the
quarter-finals of the mixed
team compound archery
event at the World Games
2025 in Chengdu.

The Indian pair surren-
dered to a defeat against the
Republic of Korea’s Moon
Yeeun and Lee Eun Ho by
a 154-151 scoreline, in the
mixed team compound cat-
egory. This event will make
its Olympic debut at LA
2028.

In a closely contested con-
test, the Indians trail 38-37
after the opening game.
The South Koreans upped
the ante and opened up
a four-point lead in the
second with a perfect 40
in response to another 37

from the Indian duo. The
Indian archers continued
their pursuit to reduce the
four-point deficit in the fi-
nal two rounds, but failed
to conjure a way.

Earlier in the tournament,
Dhamangaonkar and Ab-
hishek earned top seeding
for the mixed team event
after topping the qualifica-
tion round with a combined
score of 1415. On the other
hand, the Korean team,
with 1392, were seeded
eighth.Abhishek and Dha-
mangaonkar clinched the
bronze medal in mixed
team compound archery
at the last edition of the
World Games held in Bir-
mingham back in 2022.
Meanwhile, four of the five
Indian archers qualified for
the quarter-finals and will
be in contention for a medal.

Squash India tour Jaipur 2025: Tanvi falls
short in final against Egypt’s Khafagy

AGENCIES
JAIPUR

Asian Games medalist Tan-
vi Khanna fell short in the
final of the women’s singles
event of the Squash India
Tour Jaipur 2025, ending as
a runner-up in a well-fought
contest at Sawai Mansingh
Stadium on Friday.

At Jaipur, she was in the
battle with top-seed, Egypt’s
Nour Khafagy and Tanvi lost
3-1(11-3, 5-11, 11-5, 12-10) de-
spite a spirited effort, as per
Olympics.com.

Tanvi lost the opening
game, but was leading in the
second, which she ended up
winning. She lost the third
game as well, with the battle
moving to the fourth game.

ina, Nepal,

Netherlands, while 14-time
champions China will face
Japan, Singapore, Brazil,
and Bhutan in Group E.

This year, a new relay for-
mat will be tested in the
competition. In the new
format, there will be best-
of-three sets, where a team
reaching 45 points in a relay
format wins a set. A set will
have each of men’s singles,
women’s singles, men’s
doubles, women’s doubles
and mixed doubles matches,
with the first match ending
after one team reaching nine

Ultimately, she fell short of
world number 94, who held
the title.

The 29-year-old started her
campaign with a first-round
bye and then proceeded to
outclass compatriot Rathika
Suthanthira Seelan 3-0 (11-5,
11-3,11-1) in a brilliant round
of 16 outing.

In the quarterfinals, Tanvi
pulled off an upset against
the second-seeded Menna
Walid of Egypt, pulling a
3-2 (11-8, 8-11, 11-7,10-12, 11-
6) upset win in 54 minutes.
This turned out to the longest
match of the tournament.

In the semis, Tanvi elimi-
nated the Malaysian chal-
lenge, the fourth-seeded Goh
Zhi Xuan, 3-0 (11-8, 11-8, 11-4)
to secure a ticket in the final.

points, and the next match
will start.

Earlier, the relay format
consisted of a single set
with a race to 110 points in
10 matches. For the Indian
team, medal winners from
the Badminton Asia Junior
Championships 2025 will
gain direct entry, while the
remaining spots will be de-
cided through a selection
trial from 9th to 13th August
2025 at the same venue.
Players eligible for the tri-
als include those meeting
the BAI ranking cut-offs,

Anahat Singh did not par-
ticipate in the tournament.
The Squash Tour Jaipur,
sponsored by HCL, is one of
the two Professional Squash
Association (PSA) Challenger
9K events that India will host
this year, with the second one
lined up for Mumbai next
month.

The tour has been extend-
ed to six Indian cities in to-
tal, with all-important PSA
ranking points on offer. Apart
from Jaipur, Mumbai, Chen-
nai, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad
and Delhi are also supposed
to host events as a part of the
tour.

This tour plays a vital role
for India as Squash makes its
Olympics debut during the
Los Angeles 2028 edition.

Ghana in Group H

Indian shuttlers ranked in
the BWF World Junior Top
20, and juniors ranked in
the BWF Senior Top 50 as
of 29 July 2025. All players
selected in the Indian team
for the WONDR Badminton
Asia Junior Championships
2025 are also invited for the
trials, except the medalists
who already have direct en-
try. Following the Suhandi-
nata Cup, the individual
events will also be staged in
Guwabhati from 13 to 19 Oc-
tober 2025 at the National
Centre of Excellence.



