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ISRAEL UNVEILS SETTLEMENT
PROJECT, CRITICS WARN COULD
SEVER WEST BANK IN TWO
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ANANDKUMAR WINS INDIA’S
FIRST-EVER MEDAL IN ROLLER
SKATING AT WORLD GAMES

DHAMI HOISTS TRICOLOUR, VOWS

REHABILITATION FOR DHARALI
AND OTHER DISASTER-HIT AREAS

SIXPILLARS FOR2047:PM  ONE HOUR, FORTY THREE
MODI'S I-DAY SPEECH SPANS MINUTES: PM'S LONGEST

CHIPS TO JET ENGINES

ABHINANDAN MISHRA
NEW DELHI

rom the iconic Red
Fort on the 79th
Independence Day,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi delivered one of his
most forward-looking
speeches, outlining a se-
ries of strategic commit-
ments that he said would
anchor India’s trans-
formation into a Viksit
Bharat (developed nation)
by the centenary of inde-
pendence in 2047.
Marking his 12th Inde-
pendence Day address
— the most by any Indian
Prime Minister — the

Prime Minister Narendra Modi salutes during address to the nation from the ramparts of
Red Fort on 79th Independence Day, in New Delhi

semiconductor plants
had been “killed at birth”
decades ago while other

BP3

105-minute speech, his
longest from this platform,
laid out concrete deliv-
erables with measurable

timelines and long-term

structural impact.
Recounting how ear-

lier attempts to set up

ADDRESS YET

M Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 79th Independence Day address laid out six strategic pillars to
drive India’s transformation into a developed nation by 2047.

AJIT MAINDOLA
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi not only broke his
own record for the longest
Independence Day ad-
dress from the Red Fort on
Thursday but also deliv-
ered a speech packed with
strong political messages
aimed at America, Paki-
stan, and the opposition.
Without naming anyone,
he declared that India has
changed and “will not bow
down.” Operation Sindoor,
he said, was proof of this
resolve.

Breaking his 2024 re-
cord of 98 minutes, PM

Prime Miniéter Narendra Modi ad‘dreAsvses the nation from the ramparts of Red Fort on 79th
Independence Day, in New Delhi

Modi spoke for nearly 103
minutes. After hoisting
the flag for a record 12th
time, he began his address

remained high until the
end, reflecting both con-
fidence and determination.

From border B P3

with visible enthusiasm,
saluting the armed forces
and sending a clear warn-
ing to Pakistan. His energy

Congress pays tribute to freedom
fighters on 79th Independence Day

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Senior Congress leaders,
including party president
Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul
Gandhi, and Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra, on Thursday ex-
tended heartfelt greetings to
the nation on the occasion of
India’s 79th Independence
Day;, saluting the sacrifices
of freedom fighters and re-
affirming their commitment
to protecting constitutional
values.

Inamessage on X, Kharge
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Lok Sabha LoP and Congress MP Rahul Gandhi, during the 79th
Independence Day celebrations, at party headquarters Indira

Bhawan, in New Delhi

urged citizens to honour
the legacy of the national
movement by continuing

the struggle for constitu-
tional rights, social jus-
tice, economic empower-

ment, and national unity.
“Heartfelt greetings and
congratulations to all coun-
trymen on Independence
Day. We pay humble tribute
to the countless great free-
dom fighters, remembering
their sacrifices and invalu-
able contributions to the na-
tional movement. This day
is significant because we,
the people of India, are now
fighting for our rights, the
protection of constitutional
institutions, social justice,
economic empowerment,

B P3

Lavrov arrives in Alaska for high-
stakes Russia-US peace ta]ks

TDG NETWORK
ALASKA

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov arrived in
Alaska on Thursday for
high-level talks with the
United States, aimed at find-
ing common ground over the
Russia-Ukraine conflict.
The summit, scheduled

for 15 August at Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson, will
bring together US President
Donald Trump and Russian
President Vladimir Putin in
their first in-person meeting
in over four years.

Lavrov drew attention
upon arrival by wearing a
T-shirt emblazoned with

“CCCP”, the Russian abbre-

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov

viation for the Soviet Union.
The choice of attire — with
Ukraine having once been
part of the USSR — was
widely interpreted as a nod
to his nationalist and nos-
talgic leanings, signalling
Moscow’s determination to
engage in negotiations on its
own terms without compro-
B P3

Opposition
criticises PM
over RSS
praise in
I-Day speech

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Senior opposition leaders
on Friday launched a sharp
attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for prais-
ing the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) during
his 79th Independence Day
address from the Red Fort,
describing the organisa-
tion as the “biggest NGO in
the world” and hailing its
century-long contribution

to nation-building.
Congress MP Jairam Ra-
mesh termed the speech
“stale, hypocritical, insipid,
and troubling,” accusing
the Prime Minister of “bla-
tantly” breaching the spirit
of a secular republic by
naming the RSS from the
Red Fort. He claimed Modi
was “now at their com-
plete mercy and reliant on
Mohan Bhagwat’s good of-
fices” for an extension of his
B P3

IAF on standby as Klshtwar cloudburst toll rises

TDG NETWORK
SRINAGAR

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
is preparing to join relief
and rescue operations in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kishtwar district, where a
massive cloudburst on 14
August triggered devas-
tating flash floods, claim-
ing more than 45 lives and
leaving over 100 injured.
Two Mi-17 helicopters and
one Advanced Light He-
licopter are currently on
standby at Jammu and Ud-
hampur, ready to deploy
once weather conditions

improve, sources said.
Rescue teams, including
the J&K Police, National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF),
are working round the
clock to locate survivors
and recover bodies. The lo-
cal community has stepped
in to provide shelter, food,
and medical aid to those
affected. Officials fear
many victims may still be
trapped under debris, with
witnesses reporting at least
60-70 people missing.
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah will leave for

A searchand reseue operation is underway after a cloudburst
occurred, in Kishtwar on Friday.

Kishtwar on Friday and
visit the disaster site early
Saturday to assess the
damage and review ongo-
ing relief measures. “I will

see, first hand, the extent
of the damage, review the
rescue operation, and as-
sess what further help is
required,” he posted on X.

Survivors receiving
treatment at the district
hospital have shared har-
rowing accounts of the
tragedy. Putul, an injured
resident, recalled, “The en-
tire mountain collapsed...
I can’t find many of my
family members. I'm still
trying to locate them.”
Another victim, Rakesh
Sharma, described being
buried under debris while
trying to shield his child:
“We were saved because a
large piece of wood fell on
us. Kishtwar people are
very kind; they helped me

B P3

Centre

plans GST revamp;

daily-use items in 5% slab

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

In a landmark move to sim-
plify the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) regime, the
Central Government has
proposed scrapping the ex-
isting 12 per cent and 28 per
cent slabs, retaining only
5 per cent and 18 per cent
rates, government sources
said on Friday. A new 40
per cent slab is also pro-
posed for “sin goods” such
as tobacco and pan masala.
Under the proposal, 99
per cent of items currently
in the 12 per cent slab would
shift to 5 per cent, while 90
per cent of items in the 28

per cent slab would move
to 18 per cent. Consumer
goods in the 28 per cent cat-
egory are among those set
to be reduced to 18 per cent.

Most “common man
items” — including food
products and daily-use
goods — are proposed to
fall under the 5 per cent
slab, which, if implement-
ed, is expected to boost con-
sumption and positively
impact GDP. The govern-
ment does not require leg-
islative changes to roll out
these reforms.

The plan rests on three
pillars: structural reforms,
rate rationalisation, and

ease of living. Structural
reforms would address
inverted duty structures,
align input and output
taxes in key sectors, and
improve liquidity for
MSMEs. Classification is-
sues — including tax rates
on namkeen and savouries
— would be resolved, while
rates on farm equipment
would be reduced to aid ag-
ricultural productivity.
Rate rationalisation aims
to simplify the structure
to just two rates — merit
goods at 5 per cent and stan-
dard goods at 18 per cent —
with afocus onitems for the
common man and students.

‘Far better to be recalcitrant’: Tharoor
fires back at US Treasury Secretary

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Congress MP Shashi Thar-
oor on Thursday took a digat
US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent’s “India a bit recalci-
trant” remark, saying it was
better than being “tractable,
submissive, or acquiescent
to injustice.”

“I hear some people are ac-
cusing India of being ‘recal-
citrant’. I say, far better to be
recalcitrant than to be trac-
table, submissive, or acqui-
escent to injustice,” Tharoor
posted on X.

His remarks came after
Bessent recently described
India as headstrong in
trade negotiations with the
US, noting that New Delhi
had been “a bit recalcitrant.”
The comment followed US
President Donald Trump’s
announcement of an addi-
tional 25 per cent tariff on
Indian imports, citing the
country’s oil purchases from
Russia.

Speaking to Fox Business
Network’s Kudlow, Bessent

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor

said there were still “big
trade deals” to be finalised,
including with Switzerland
and India, and expressed
hope of concluding tariff
negotiations by October.

“There are big trade deals
that aren’t done and aren’t
agreed upon. Switzerland is
still around; India has been
a bit recalcitrant. I think we
have agreed on substantial
terms with all the substantial
countries,” the US Treasury
Secretary said. When asked
if an October deadline was
possible, he added: “That’s
aspirational. I think we're in

a good position.”

On August 6, Trump
signed an Executive Order
imposing an additional 25
per cent tariff on imports
from India, raising the to-
tal tariff to 50 per cent. The
White House cited national
security and foreign policy
concerns, claiming that In-
dia’s imports of Russian oil,
directly or indirectly, posean

“unusual and extraordinary
threat” to the United States.
The new tariffs will take ef-
fect on August 27.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has con-
demned the US decision,
calling it “unfair, unjustified,
and unreasonable,” and said
New Delhi would take “all
actions necessary to protect
its national interests.”

The announcement came
just days after a separate
25 per cent reciprocal tariff
imposed by the US on In-
dia took effect on August 7.
Trump has also ruled out
trade talks with India until
the dispute over tariffs is
resolved.
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DHAMI HOISTS TRICOLOUR, VOWS REHABILITATION
FOR DHARALI AND OTHER DISASTER HIT AREAS

TDG NETWORK
DEHRADUN

ttarakhand Chief
Minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami

hoisted the National Flag at
his residence in Dehradun
on the occasion of the 79th
Independence Day and ad-
ministered the oath of na-
tional unity.

CM Dhami extended his
Independence Day greet-
ings to the people of the
state, recalling the valour
and supreme sacrifices of
the great heroes who fought
for the country's freedom
and safeguarded Mother
India. Paying homage to
those who lost their lives in
the recent disaster in Dh-
arali and other affected ar-
eas, he expressed heart-
felt condolences to the
bereaved families. The
Chief Minister assured
that comprehensive re-
habilitation arrangements
would be made for the di-
saster-hit regions.

"India's acceptance has
increased globally under

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami hoists the national flag on the occasion of the 79th
Independence Day, at the state BJP office in Dehradun on Friday. ANI

the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi to take the country
forward by the dreams
of the immortal martyrs.

Many historic
decisions have been
taken in the country
under his leadership. The
work of reconstruction and
redevelopment is going on

rapidly in Uttarakhand,"

Uttarakhand CM said.
The Chief Minister said

that the state govern-

UP CM lauds Indian Army’s
valour in Op Sindoor

TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath hoisted
the national flag at his offi-
cial residence here on the
occasion of the 79th Inde-
pendence Day.

In his address, the Chief
Minister paid tribute to
the soldiers who have safe-
guarded India’s borders
and bolstered internal se-
curity since independence.

Highlighting the bravery
and prowess of the Indian
Army, CM Yogi Adityanath
said, “This is an opportuni-
ty to pay our tribute to our
soldiers who have protect-
ed the country’s borders
and enhanced internal
security since indepen-
dence. Recently, we have
all witnessed the valour
and courage of the Indian
Army, along with its capa-
bility and strength.”

He further emphasized
the uniqueness of Opera-
tion Sindoor, noting, “Dur-

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath

ing Operation Sindoor, the
Indian Army soldiers dem-
onstrated India’s capabili-
ties through the successful
execution of the entire op-
eration.

Every Indian under-
stands that Operation Sin-
door is unique in this sense
because the weapons used
by our soldiers--such as
missiles and drones--are
indigenous....”

Earlier today, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
hoisted the tricolour at the
Red Fort on the 79th Inde-
pendence Day. PM Modi
also extended his heartfelt

wishes to the nation on
Independence Day, urging
people to work harder, ful-
fil the dreams of freedom
fighters, and contribute to
building towards a ‘Viksit
Bharat’ (developed India).

“Wishing everyone a very
happy Independence Day.
May this day inspire us to
keep working even harder
torealise the dreams of our
freedom fighters and build
a Viksit Bharat.

Jai Hind!” PM Modi
wrote in a post on X.

PM Modi was received by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, MoS Sanjay Seth,
and the Chiefs of the three
services.

The Prime Minister
also received the cer-
emonial guard of hon-
our by the National Flag
Guard, the Indian Air
Force, Army, Navy, and
Delhi Police, totaling upto
128 people. Wing Com-
mander Arun Nagar led
the interservices guard of
honour.

working with determina-
tion for the overall devel-
opment of Uttarakhand.
Work is being done on plans
for the next 25 years. With
public support, efforts are
underway to make Uttara-
khand the best state in the
country.

Earlier today, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi hoist-
ed the tricolour at the Red
Fort on the 79th Indepen-

Paying hbomage
to those who lost
their lives in the
recent disasterin
affected areas, be
expressed beartfelt
condolences to the
bereaved families.

dence Day.

PM Modi also extended
his heartfelt wishes to the
nation on Independence
Day, urging people to work
harder, fulfil the dreams of
freedom fighters, and con-
tribute to building towards
a 'Viksit Bharat' (developed
India).

"Wishing everyone a very
happy Independence Day.
May this day inspire us to
keep working even harder
to realise the dreams of our
freedom fighters and build
a Viksit Bharat.

Jai Hind!" PM Modi wrote
in a post on X.

Overseas Indians mark
I-Day with ervo

India Day Parade at Boston, US.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

For Indians living far from
home, Independence Day
often brings a bittersweet
wave of nostalgia. While
pride for their nation burns
brightly in their hearts,
many find themselves long-
ing for the familiar sights,
sounds, and colours of the
celebrations back in India.
For desis living abroad,
Independence Day is more
than just a date on the calen-
dar. It's a heartfelt reminder
of home and amoment to re-
connect with their roots.
Priyam Jha, a resident
of Boston, Massachusetts,
USA, reflects on the emo-

tions of living far from her
motherland, especially on
Independence Day, when
memories of home and na-
tional pride feel stronger
than ever.

She said, “Indians here are
more Indian in comparison
they are in India, and they
do everything to keep their
roots alive among them-
selves and their children.
We Indians living abroad,
especially in the USA, still
treat India’s Independence
Day as a proud and emo-
tional occasion.”

The fluttering tricolour
on every street, the echo of
patriotic songs, and the vi-
brant gatherings in every
community overseas - In-

Mask artists celebrate I-Day
with Trlcolour masks

India becoming leading
economy under PM: Nadda

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Minister and BJP
National President JP
Nadda unfurled the Na-
tional Flag at the party
headquarters in the na-
tional capital on the occa-
sion of India’s 76th Inde-
pendence Day.

Union Minister JP Nad-
da highlighted the coun-
try’s economic progress in
the past 11 years under the
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
said, “ In the last 11 years,
under the leadership of
PM Narendra Modi, the
country is advancing to-
wards becoming a leading
economy, towards becom-
ing a strong economy.”

He also underlined
India’s continuous eco-
nomic growth and added,
“When there is instability
in the world and there is
economic difficulty, be-
sides a strong economy;,
India is leading as a lead-
ing economy.”

Meanwhile, in his 12th

JP Nadda on Thursday hoisted the party flag at the party’s

headquarters(Photo: ANI)

Healso underlined India’s continuous
economic growth and added, “When there is
instability in the world and there is economic

difficulty, besides a strong economy,

Independence Day ad-
dress to the nation, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
delivered bold announce-
ments that indicated In-
dia’s commitment to mak-
ing significant progress
in the future.PM Modi
outlined plans for vari-

ous initiatives, including
the production of India’s
first semiconductor chip,
the development of jet en-
gines, the creation of Rs 1
lakh crore in youth em-
ployment opportunities,
and a tenfold expansion
of the nuclear program.

Mamata meets students who fell
sick during I- Day celebrations

TDG NETWORK
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee visited the
Institute of Post-Graduate
Medical Education and Re-
search and Seth Sukhlal
Karnani Memorial Hospital
(SSKM) Hospital in Kolkata
tomeet students who fell sick
during the Independence Day
celebration on Friday.

Atleast 39 students fell sick
during the Independence
Day celebration at Red Road
on Friday.

CM Mamata Banerjee said,
“I'have met all the students in-
dividually. In today’s genera-
tion, students are constantly
dieting. They do not have
food on time. When doctors
give them a discharge certifi-
cate, they will be sent home.
Except one, all are well now.

The police and other depart-
ments are coordinating to en-
sure everyone returns home
safely.”

Doctors said that they are
under observation now. The

West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee meetsailing students
who fell sick on Friday. ANI
Chief Minister extended her
wishes on the occasion of the
79th Independence Day.

Earlier, CM Mamata Baner-
jee hoisted the tricolour flag at
Red Road in Kolkata.

In a post on X, CM Ma-
mata Banerjee shared, “On
the occasion of India’s 79th
Independence Day, I extend
my heartfelt greetings to all
my fellow countrymen. I pay
my respects to our ancestors
- their patriotism and fear-
less sacrifices made this day
possible. On this day, I also
pay homage to this land, the
birthplace of Deshbandhu

Chittaranjan Das, Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose, Khudiram
Bose, Prafulla Chaki, Kanailal
Datta, Bipin Chandra Pal,
Pritilata Waddedar, Matangi-
ni Hazra, Masterda Surya
Sen, Binay-Badal-Dinesh,
Bagha Jatin - and many such
golden sons and daughters.

This Bengal stood tall and
fought against foreign pow-
ers, against injustice and
oppression. The spirit of
struggle runs in our blood.
Even today, we roar against
injustice.”

“We also bow our heads
in reverence to the pioneers
of the Bengal Renaissance -
Raja Rammohan Roy, Pandit
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar,
who gave us ‘Barnaparichay’,
Sri Ramakrishna Paramaha-
msa, whose famous saying
was ‘As many opinions, so
many paths’, Swami Vive-
kananda, who raised our
heads high in the global are-
na, Bankim Chandra, whose
song ‘Vande Mataram’ (now
our national song) resonated
across this nation.

Indian Army, ITBP, locals unite for
historic ‘T1ranga March’ in Tawang

TDG NETWORK
TAWANG

At 14,000 feet, patrio-
tism met teamwork as
the Indian Army’s Gajraj
Corps led Tiranga March
in Chuna’s forward areas
in Arunachal Pradesh’s

m

Pre5|dent Droupadi Murmu pays homage to the bravehearts on the occasion of 79th
Independence Day, at the National War Memorial, in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

Joining the rest of the na-
tion, the famed mask mak-
ers of Samaguri Satra in
Majuli celebrated the 79th
Independence Day in a
unique way.

geet Kala Kendra crafted
masks in the colours of the
tricolour and held the na-
tional flag as they extended
their greetings to the entire
country on the special occa-
sion.

Defend identity of Assam from going extinct: CM

TDG NETWORK
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma hoisted
the Tricolour at Veterinary
College Field, Khanapara
in Guwahati on the 79th In-
dependence Day on Friday.
On the occasion, he urged
the people “to fight for and
defend the identity of As-
sam from going extinct in
the coming days due to de-
mographic changes.”

“The spirit of the tricolour
brought people together as

we celebrated the country’s

Assam Chlef M|n|ster Himanta Biswa Sarma hoisted the
Tricolour at Veterinary College Field, Khanapara in Guwahati

79th Independence Day in

Guwahati in an atmosphere
of peace and backed by solid
progress achieved over the
last few years. I urge every-
one to always uphold the
pride of the nation,” Sarma
said in a post on X.

In his address, the Chief
Minister highlighted the
instrumental support of
the Centre in the develop-
ment of Assam. “In today’s
ceremony, I highlighted the
instrumental support of the
Union Govt led by Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi ji in ensuring a

solid growth trajectory for
Assam in various sectors
and lauded our people’s
efforts to ensure Assam
becomes one of the top 5
States,” Sarma wrote on X.

“I also spoke about our
Government’s efforts in
ensuring all-around de-
velopment of the State and
lauded our forces’ bravery. I
also implored people to fight
for and defend the identity
of Assam from going extinct
in the coming days due to
demographic changes,” he
added.

& attached troops, along
with 25 ITBP personnel,
carried the 100-metre
National Flag through the
lush Himalayan grass-
lands, accompanied by
approximately.

cluding toddlers and chil-
dren from greenfield vil-
lages of Mago and Chuna
in Tawang District, march-
ing shoulder-to-shoulder,
turning the landscape into
a vibrant sea of saffron,

) Mj’ {: 4P L Tawang district to mark
H(‘(‘J Aey & a;}( 22 o the 79th Independence
“llh/. b vt 1okl BN TDGNETWORK Day on Friday. In a novel s
1 \ qm MAJULI The artists from the San- move, 160 Gorkha troops 150 local villagers, in-  white and green.

The Civil Administra-
tion, under Assistant
Commissioner Thutan
‘Wangchu, led the local vil-
lagers in the event coordi-
nated and mobilised by the
Indian Army.

Thousands made sacrifices for
mdependence says LS Speaker

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla spoke words of inspi-
ration on the 79th year of
Independence on Friday,
saying that this is a festival
of enthusiasm and resolu-
tions and that thousands of
people have made sacrifices.

“This festival of indepen-
dence is a festival of enthu-
siasm and resolutions. We
fought a long battle. Thou-
sands of people made sac-

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla.

rifices and gave their lives,”
said the Lok Sabha Speaker

“The country gained its
freedom after thousands
of sacrifices. The time has
come for 140 crore Indians
to collectively strive to make

the country a developed In-
dia,” Om Birla added fur-
ther. Earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, delivering
his 12th consecutive ad-
dress on Independence Day,
underscored ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ (self-reliant India)
being a foundational plan
for ‘Viksit Bharat’ (devel-
oped India), with the idea
permeating across different
sectors, including in de-
fence, space, clean and re-
newable energy, agriculture,
and mineral exploration.
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82% people believe that Pak is being stubborn
because of US backing

On India’s 79th Independence Day, PM Modi vowed
firm action against Pakistan-backed terrorism,
warning of decisive retaliation for any misadventure.
Highlighting Operation Sindoor’s success, he dis-
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON TRUMP TARIFF IMPACT ON INDIA

89% believe America’s anti-India move will
backfire on the US

S&P Global Ratings says US tariffs on Indian imports won’t
affect India’s growth, citing low trade dependence and just
2% GDP exposure. Major export sectors like pharma are
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How do you view

exempt, and strong domestic demand attracts investments.
India-US trade hit $186 billion in 2024-25, with India main-
taining a significant surplus

missed nuclear threats and called the Indus Water
Treaty “unjust,” pledging India’s exclusive use of its
river waters for farmers, ending decades of agricul-
tural losses.
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Is Pakistan being stubborn
because of America’s backing?
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Six pillars for 2047: PM Modji’s
I-Day speech

CONTINUED FROM P1

nations surged ahead, the
Prime Minister announced
that India was now in mis-
sion mode to bridge this
critical technological gap.
By the end of this year, he
said, the country will roll
out its first Made in India
chip, insulating its indus-
tries from the supply chain
disruptions and shortages
that have crippled manu-
facturing elsewhere.

On energy security, Modi
unveiled plans for a ten-
fold increase in nuclear
power generation capac-
ity by 2047, with work al-
ready underway on 10 new
reactors. He coupled this
with the launch of the Na-
tional Deepwater Explora-
tion Mission to tap ocean
resources, alongside ex-
panded domestic capacity
in solar, hydrogen, hydro
and nuclear power, to cut
dependence on imported
petrol, diesel and gas — a
drain he described as a
persistent burden on the
national budget.

Economic reforms took
centre stage with the an-
nouncement of next-gen-
eration GST measures to
be rolled out on Diwali in
October, reducing taxes on
essential goods and provid-
ing relief to MSMEs, local
vendors and consumers.

These, he said, would be
backed by a deeper struc-
tural push through a new-
ly formed Task Force for
Next-Generation Reforms.
The body will review all
current laws, rules and
procedures tied to eco-
nomic activity, with a fixed
timeline to deliver changes
that cut compliance costs
for startups, MSMEs and
entrepreneurs, reduce the
fear of arbitrary legal ac-
tion, and streamline regu-
lations to improve the ease

the new India.”

KEY-POINTS

“Blood and water will not flow together.”
“We will not tolerate nuclear blackmail.”
“From 125 Naxal-hit districts to just 20 — this is

B “Made in Indiais not just a slogan, it is our shield

and sword.”

B "By 2047, India will be a developed nation — this

is our pledge.”

B “Vocal for Local must be every citizen’s mantra.”
B “Our clean energy goal for 2030 achieved in 2025

— five years early.”

B “|llegal infiltration is changing our demography

— we will not allow it.”

B “The waters of our rivers belong only to India’s

farmers.”

B “In 10 years, 25 crore Indians have come out of

poverty.”

B “Operation Sindoor showed the world India’s new
normal against terrorism.”

of doing business.

Modi said these reforms
would foster an ecosystem
for innovation, entrepre-
neurship and sustained
growth, preparing Bharat
for the demands of a $10
trillion economy by 2047.

Employment generation
formed another pillar of
the speech, with the launch
of the Rs 11lakh crore PM
Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yo-
jana. Under this scheme,
newly employed youth
will receive Rs 15,000 per
month, with a target of
reaching three crore ben-
eficiaries.

In a significant announce-
ment with strong strategic
undertones, Modi called
on India’s scientists, engi-
neers and youth to take up
the challenge of building
a fully indigenous jet en-
gine. Drawing parallels to
India’s rapid development
of COVID-19 vaccines and
the creation of UPI for
digital payments, he said

“From Red Corridor to Green Corridor —
development has won.”

the same resolve must now
be directed towards high-
end defence technology.
The aim, he emphasised, is
to ensure that the engines
powering India’s skies are
entirely home-grown — a
decisive step toward stra-
tegic self-reliance.

In a related move fo-
cused on national security
and demographic stabil-
ity, Modi announced the
launch of a High-Powered
Demography Mission to
tackle the risks posed by
illegal migration and de-
mographic imbalances in
border areas. He said the
mission would safeguard
the unity, integrity and
rights of India’s citizens,
while addressing infiltra-
tion concerns in a system-
atic and sustained manner.
This comes even as the
Election Commission of
India is engaged in an exer-
cise to clean electoral rolls
to ensure non-citizens are
not able to vote.
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One hour, forty three minutes:

PM’s longest address yet

CONTINUED FROMP1  qefence

to internal security, Modi
made multiple announce-
ments, making it clear that
neither the US nor the op-
position could pressure
him. Praising the RSS, he
silenced critics question-
ing the BJP-RSS relation-
ship. He also launched a
sharp attack on infiltration,
firmly backing the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
Bihar’s voter list, despite
opposition protests.

The Prime Minister an-
nounced plans for a Sudar-
shan Chakra-like security
system modelled on Israel’s

defence network, ensuring
that even “a bird cannot
threaten our key and re-
ligious sites.” He warned
that any attack would be
met with an immediate and
decisive response.

On US tariffs, Modi reas-
sured farmers that their
interests would not be
compromised. He urged
citizens to embrace “Vocal
for Local” with a focus on
quality, rejecting foreign
goods in favour of domestic
products.

Healleged that infiltration
was part of a conspiracy to
alter India’s demography,

seize tribal land, snatch
jobs from youth, and harm
the environment. He linked
the SIR in Bihar to detect-
ing such infiltrators, assert-
ing that it would proceed
despite political protests.

In a speech aimed at all
sections of society, Modi
promised to review GST
rates to ease inflation, an-
nounced the Rs11lakh crore
Pradhan Mantri Viksit
Bharat Rojgar Yojana for
youth, and unveiled bene-
fits for farmers and women.
He stressed self-reliance as
the guiding vision for In-
dia’s future.

Congress pays tribute to freedom
fighters on 79th Independence Day

CONTINUED FROM P1

and brotherhood. Let us
come together to carry this
struggle forward and resolve
to protect the interests of ev-
ery Indian. Jai Hind,” he said.

Rahul Gandhi described
independence as a resolve
to build a nation rooted in
truth, equality, and broth-
erhood. “This freedom,
achieved through the sacri-
fices of great freedom fight-
ers, is a resolve to build an
India where justice rests on
the foundation of truth and

equality, and every heart is
filled with respect and broth-
erhood. Itis the duty of all of
us to protect the pride and
honour of this precious heri-
tage,” he posted.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
paid tribute to “millions of
heroes” whose sacrifices
secured independence and
entrusted the nation with the
democratic principles of jus-
tice, equality, and unity. She
reaffirmed the party’s com-
mitment to safeguarding the
Constitution and its ideals.

Senior leader Pawan Khera
underscored that freedom
was the “shared victory” of
the nation’s ancestors and
called upon citizens to en-
sure its values and purposes
are neither weakened nor
lost.

The Congress party, in its
official message, also saluted
the “dedication, sacrifice,
and martyrdom” of freedom
fighters, stating that the na-
tion’s independence was the
result of their unwavering
struggle.

IAF on standby as Kishtwar
cloudburst toll rises

CONTINUED FROM P1

with clothes and food.”
Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Choudhary, who
visited the injured in hos-
pital, urged against focus-
ing solely on casualty fig-
ures. “Whether one or 50
have left us, it is a sorrow...
I pray the missing return
home safely,” he said. BJP

leader Shagun Parihar,
also visiting victims, con-
firmed that rescue opera-
tions remain in full swing,
with teams working to
evacuate the injured to
safety.

The Russian Embassy in
India has expressed deep
condolences over the di-
saster. In a statement, it
said, “We extend our con-

dolences to the families of
those who have perished
and wish for a speedy re-
covery to all injured. Our
thoughts and solidarity are
with the people of J&K in
this tragic hour.”

The death toll is expected
to rise as rescue efforts
continue amid challenging
terrain and unpredictable
weather.
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Does America
need to rethink its
foreign policy?

Opposition criticises
PM over RSS praise

CONTINUED FROM P1

tenure when he turns 75 in
September. Calling the ad-
dress “a bland mix of self-
congratulation and selec-
tive storytelling,” Ramesh
said the PM had failed to
acknowledge economic
distress, unemployment,
and inequality, while re-
peating “recycled” slogans
on Viksit Bharat and At-
manirbhar Bharat without
delivery.

AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi questioned why
the RSS was lauded from
the Red Fort rather than in
Nagpur, accusing Modi of
attempting to legitimise the
organisation’s role in the
freedom struggle. He said
the RSS never participated
in the independence move-

ment, “hated Gandhi more
than they opposed the Brit-
ish,” and warned that the
“greater danger” to India’s
freedom lies in the “hate
and division” spread by the
Sangh Parivar.

RJD leader Manoj Jha said
the address blurred the line
between a national speech
and an election rally, while
Congress leaders Imran
Masood and Shama Mo-
hamed criticised the RSS’s
historical stance, accusing
it of failing to hoist the na-
tional flag for decades and
of fostering division.

The RSS, founded in 1925,
did not directly participate
in the freedom struggle,
focusing instead on social
and cultural mobilisation
among Hindus.

Lavrov arrives in

Alaska for high-stakes
Russia-US peace talks

CONTINUED FROM P1

mising its core positions.

Asked about Trump’s com-
ment that there was a “25 per
cent chance” the talks might
fail, Lavrov said:

“We never try to anticipate
the outcome or make guess-
es. What we do know is that
we have arguments to pres-
ent and our position is clear.”

He noted progress had al-
ready been made through
earlier contacts, including
the visit of Trump’s special
envoy Steve Witkoff to Mos-
cow, where he met President
Putin. “Much has been ac-
complished already,” Lavrov
said, expressing hope for a

“productive conversation” on
Friday. Trump, meanwhile,
voiced confidence that Putin
and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky could
be persuaded to pursue
peace. Asked whether the

US might offer access to
rare minerals as an incen-
tive for Moscow to end the
war, Trump said only that
the talks would be “very
important for Russia and
for us — and for us only in
that we’ll save a lot of lives”.
“What I'm really doing
this for is to save thousands
of soldiers a week,” Trump
said, adding that a follow-
up meeting involving Putin,
Zelensky and possibly Eu-
ropean leaders could prove
“more important” than the
Alaska summit.
Framing the conflict as
“Biden’s war”, Trump said it
would never have erupted
under his administration.
“I'mthere for one reason — to
see if I can stop the killing,”
he remarked, adding that he
would know “in the first two
minutes” whether a deal was
possible.
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'MUST PUBLICLY APOLOGISE’: TN BJP ON
RAHUL'S |-DAY BOYCOTT AT RED FORT

Rahul Gandhi’s Independence Day boycott sparks outrage in BJP.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

amil Nadu BJP spokes-
I person ANS Prasad
launched a scathing
attack on Congress leader
and Leader of Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi, accusing him of
“betraying the nation’s pride”
by boycotting this year’s In-
dependence Day celebrations
at the Red Fort.

Calling Gandhi’s absence
“a shameful betrayal” of
constitutional values and
patriotic spirit, Prasad said
the decision reflected a “long-
standing pattern of anti-India
propaganda.”

He said, “Rahul Gandhi’s
boycott of the 2025 Red Fort
Independence Day celebra-
tions is a stark reminder of
his disdain for Bharat’s patri-
otic spirit and constitutional
values. As the Leader of Op-
position, arole that demands
unwavering commitment to

PATRIOTISM QUESTIONED

B TN BJP's ANS Prasad slams Rahul Gandhi
for skipping Independence Day celebra-

tions at the Red Fort.

B Calls Gandhi's absence a “shameful be-
trayal” of constitutional values and patriotic

spirit.

B Accuses him of amplifying foreign attacks
by endorsing Donald Trump’s remarks on

India’s economy.

B Claims Gandhi’'s actions embolden critics
and raise doubts about his loyalty to India.

Prasad.

B Alleges he spreads false narratives about
PM Modi and fears related to the Adani probe.

national unity, Gandhi’s ab-
sence is a shameful betrayal
of the trust placed in him.”
Prasad alleged that Gan-
dhi had “endorsed Donald
Trump’s baseless jibes about
India’s economy,” which, he
said, amplified foreign at-
tacks on our nation’s global
rise and economic resilience.
He said, “This is not an

isolated incident, but a con-
tinuation of Gandhi’s long-
standing pattern of anti-India
propaganda. By endorsing
Donald Trump’s baseless
jibes about India’s economy,
Gandhi has amplified foreign
attacks on our nation’s global
rise and economic resilience.
His actions embolden exter-
nal critics, casting doubt on

Tamil Nadu BJP spokesperson ANS

his loyalty to our mother-
land.”

He also accused Gandhi of
spreading false narratives
about Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, including remarks
related to an alleged probe in-
volving industrialist Gautam
Adani.

“Gandhi’s relentless defa-
mation of Prime Minister

Maha CM hoists Tricolour, attends
hoisting ceremony of Bombay HC

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis hoisted
the tricolour flag on the
79th Independence Day on
Friday.

Alongside, Fadnavis also
attended the flag hoist-
ing ceremony of Bombay
High Court on the occasion
of Indian Independence
Day, with Chief Justice of
Bombay High Court, Alok
Aradhe.

The Maharashtra Chief
Minister extended heartfelt
gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for “con-
stantly working to relieve
the tax burden of the com-

Bengaluru:
cylinder blast in Wi

TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

One person was killed and
nine others were injured due
to a suspected cylinder ex-
ploded in Bengaluru’s Wilson
Garden, officials mentioned
on Friday.

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, Bengaluru
City Police Commissioner,
and other officials also visited
the site of the incident. One
boy, identified as Mubarak
has died in the explosion.

After inspecting the site
of the explosion, CM Sidda-
ramaiah said that the initial
suspicion was that this was a
Cylinder blast and that 1 per-
son had been killed.

“An explosion has oc-
curred. At first glance, it is
being said that it was a cyl-
inder blast. There is a suspi-
cion that it might have been a
cylinder blast. In this build-
ing complex, several houses
have collapsed. Instructions
have been given to repair the
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Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis hoists the
national flag on the occasion of the 79th Independence Day, at
Mantralaya in Mumbai on Friday. ANI

mon man.”

“Gift from Hon PM Naren-
dra Modi Ji for this Diwali!
Heartfelt thank you to Hon
PM Narendra Modi Ji for

The incident site.

houses. A woman named
Kasturamma has been ad-
mitted to Victoria Hospital.
Narasmma has also been
admitted to the hospital. In
the incident, a boy named
Mubarak has died. There is
information that nine people
have been injured. Currently,
treatment is being given to
everyone. All have been ad-
mitted to hospitals and are
receiving treatment. Out of
the ten people involved, one
person has died. A compen-
sationof 5lakhhasbeenan-
nounced for Mubarak’s fam-

Ison Garden

constantly working to re-
lieve the tax burden of the
common man,” read his X
post on Friday.

“These next generation

1 dies, 9 hurt in

ily. The cost of treatment for
the injured will be borne by
the government. Kasturam-
ma has severe burns, and her
treatment will be taken care
of. The neighbouring houses
have also been damaged. The
exact cause of the incident is
not known; at first glance, it
is being said to be a cylinder
blast,” the CM said.

Bengaluru Police Com-
missioner Seemanth Kumar
Singh said, “Today, in Adugo-
di PS limits, around 8.30 am,
local Police came to know
that there is a blast.

reforms in GST will en-
able growth for common
individual by reducing the
tax on essential goods and
services. This will foster
an incredibly positive envi-
ronment for a new era for
MSMEs and local vendors,
and consumers in Maha-
rashtra,” the X post read
further.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, addressing the nation
from the ramparts of the
Red Fort on Independence
Day, announced that the
government is set to bring
a significant reform in the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST), which will give con-
siderable relief to consum-
ers and small businesses.

Modi, including false claims
about Modi fearing Trump’s
Adani probe remarks, fuels
conspiracies that erode trust
in our democratic institu-
tions. Such actions betray the
Indian National Congress,
transforming it into an entity
that serves foreign interests
over Bharat’s sovereignty,”
Prasad said.

Citing Article 51A of the
Constitution, which outlines
the fundamental duties of
citizens, Prasad said Gandhi’s
conduct violated the ethos
of promoting harmony and
cherishing India’s heritage.
“His disloyalty threatens In-
dia’s strength, emboldening
adversaries and discouraging
progress,” Prasad asserted.

The BJP spokesperson ar-
gued that Gandhi’s absence
from the Independence Day
celebrations insulted the
sacrifices of freedom fighters
and trampled on the spirit of
India’s independence.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP backs
PM Modi’s remarks on Pak

TDG NETWORK
HAVERI

Shiv Sena (UBT) Member
of Parliament (MP) Anil De-
sai showed solidarity with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modji’s remarks on Pakistan
and Terrorism during his
Independence Day speech
on Friday.

“Itis absolutely correct be-
cause the way Pakistan has
given a platform to terror-
ism, terror, and insurgency
between India and Pakistan,
it is impossible to have any
compromise there until
their actions stop and they
come on the right path,” said
MP Anil Desai.

Desai’s remark came amid
PM Modji’s I-Day address
at the Red Fort, where he
mentioned how India has
“set a new normal” against
terrorism.

However, party MLA Aa-
ditya Thackeray drew from
the PM’s speech to criticise
the Indian Cricket Board
for going ahead with plans

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Anil Desai

to play Pakistan in the up-
coming Asia Cup T20.

“It'll be a real shame if the
BCCI thinks it’s above what
the PM said from Red Fort
today. After so many efforts
of the Union Government
and our country to tell the
world that pak is behind
the Pahalgham attacks, the
greed for money of the BCCI
stands above the sacrifice of
the Armed Forces, the Na-
tion and even the PM saying
blood and water cannot flow
together. With all the might
that BCCI hasin the ICC, it’s
a joke to say we are bound
by the Asia Cup Rules,” he

posted on X.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his ad-
dress to the nation on the
79th Independence Day,
hailed the success of Op-
eration Sindoor and saluted
the role of the armed forces
who targeted terror sites in
Pakistan.

The operation, he said,
was an expression of India’s
outrage at the Pahalgam
terrorists’” attack in which
“husbands were killed in
front of their wives and fa-
thers were killed in front of
their children after asking
their religion.”

Southern Naval Command performes

grand ceremonial parade on I-Day

TDG NETWORK
KOCHI

The Southern Naval Com-
mand marked the 79th
Independence Day with a
grand ceremonial parade,
reviewed by Vice Admi-
ral V. Srinivas, PVSM,
AVSM, NM, Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of
the Southern Naval Com-
mand. The event showcased
the Navy’s discipline, dedi-
cation, and commitment to
safeguarding the nation’s
maritime frontiers.
Earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi delivered
his 12th consecutive Inde-
pendence Day address from
the Red Fort on Friday, em-

K'taka Cong leaders slam
Govt on semiconductor
project locations

TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

After the Union Cabi-
net approved four new
semiconductor manufac-
turing facilities in Odi-
sha, Punjab, and Andhra
Pradesh, Congress leaders
in Karnataka on Thursday
accused the Centre of fa-
vouring BJP-ruled states.

Karnataka CM>s legal
advisor AS Ponnanna al-
leged the BJP-led Union
government was priori-
tising «political gains over
national interest.»

«It is very clear that for
the BJP government, their
political gains are more
important than national
interest... The yellow
metro line here is a prime
example of their politick-
ing. We contributed Rs 51
thousand crore, they con-
tributed about Rs 7 thou-

sand crore, yet they are
claiming it as if the whole
credit goes to the Prime
Minister,» Ponnanna told
ANI.

Congress leader Riz-
wan Arshad accused the
central government of
«twisting» technology gi-
ants into investing in Gu-
jarat and other «friendly
states.» He claimed a
semiconductor factory ini-
tially planned for Telan-
gana was «blackmailed»
into relocating to Andhra
Pradesh.

«The Modi government
has always been at twist-
ing technology giants
into investing in Gujarat
and their friendly states.
Similarly, the semicon-
ductor factory to be locat-
ed in Telangana has been
blackmailed to be shifted
to Andhra Pradesh. This
is a regressive move.
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Southern Naval Command celebrates 79th Independence Day.
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phasizing India’s unwav-
ering commitment to na-
tional security and farmers’
rights. In his speech, he de-
clared that India will assert
full control over its share of
river waters, describing the
Indus Water Treaty as “an
injustice” that had deprived

‘Won good seats in Maha’

Indian farmers while ben-
efiting the neighbouring
country.

He stressed that com-
promises on farmers’ and
national interests “are not
acceptable... not anymore.

In his speech PM Modi
said, “Bharat has decided

Mahajan on Rahul ‘s 'vote

TDG NETWORK
NASHIK

Maharashtra Minister
Girish Mahajan on Friday
slammed Leader of Oppo-
sition (LoP) in the Lok Sab-
ha, Rahul Gandhi, over his
allegations of “vote theft”
against the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI).

Referring to the 2024
Lok Sabha election re-
sults, Mahajan stated that
the Congress party had
won several seats in Ma-
harashtra and did not raise
issues with the voter list.
He claimed that the party
only raised concerns after
losing in the state assembly
elections.

“Rahul Gandhi won such
good seats in Maharashtra,
he did not see any prob-
lems in the voter list then,
now that he haslost at Vid-
han Sabha, he is running
around with the voter list...
One person can fill a form
at two places and get his

name at two places...mis-
takes can happen,” Girish
Mahajan told ANI.
Earlier on Thursday,
ahead of the Bihar Assem-
bly elections, Rahul Gan-
dhi announced the launch
of the “VoterAdhikarY-
atra” against the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, urging peo-
ple to join what he called a
“people’s movement”.
Making the announce-
ment in a post on X, the
Congress MP said, “From
August 17, with #VoterAd-
hikarYatra, we are launch-
ing a direct fight against

that blood and water will
not flow together. The In-
dus Water Treaty was an
injustice to the people of In-
dia. The rivers of India were
irrigating the enemy coun-
try while our own farmers
were deprived of water.
Now, the right over India’s
share of water belongs only
to India and its farmers.”

“The people of our coun-
try have clearly understood
how unjust and one-sided
the Indus agreement is.

The waters of rivers origi-
nating in India have been
irrigating the fields of our
enemies, while the farm-
ers and the land of my own
country remain thirsty
without water.

: Girish
theft' claims

vote theft from the soil of
Bihar,” he said in a post on
social media X.

The announcement came
amid the continuous pro-
tests by the INDIA bloc
leaders and amid its cam-
paign of alleged “vote cho-
ri” (vote theft).”This is not
just an election issue - it is
a decisive battle to protect
democracy, the constitu-
tion, and the principle of
‘one man, one vote.” We will
ensure a clean voter list
across the entire country.
Youth, workers, farmers -
every citizen, rise and join
this people’s movement.
This time, the defeat of vote
thieves - the victory of the
people, the victory of the
constitution”

On August 7, Rahul
Gandhi had accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Election
Commission of “collusion,”
alleging it helped Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
secure a third term.

Kalka MLA hoists Tricolour, announces Rs 1L for students who participate at I-Day event

TDG NETWORK
PANCHKULA

Kalka MLA Shakti Rani
Sharma hoisted the Na-
tional Flag at Kalka Stadi-
um on the occasion of the
79th Independence Day
and took the salute at the
march past.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Sharma announced
Rs1lakh for students who
participated in the celebra-
tions and extended greet-
ings to the public. She

spoke about paying tribute
to martyrs, recent security
incidents in Pahalgam,
and “Operation Sindoor”
carried out by Indian
forces. She outlined state
government measures for
the welfare of martyrs’
families, including jobs to
dependents and the estab-
lishment of Armed Forces
Preparatory Institutes in
Charkhi Dadri, Hisar, and
Yamunanagar, along with
a proposed military mu-
seum in Rewari.

Sharma also mentioned
welfare schemes such as
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi,
Ujjwala Yojana, Ayush-
man Bharat, PM Awas
Yojana, and the state’s
“Lado Sakhi” and “Happy
Yojana.” She cited em-
ployment statistics, say-
ing that 1.8 lakh jobs have
been provided in the state,
and spoke of measures for
women’s empowerment,
housing for poor families,
and medical assistance
under Ayushman Bharat-

Kalka MLA Shakti Rani Sharma after hoisting the National Flag
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took the salute at the march past on the occasion of the 79th
Independence Day at Kalka Stadium.

Chirayu Yojana.
On environmental mea-

sures, she referred to tree
plantation drives, the “One

Tree in Mother’s Name”
campaign, solid and liquid
waste management proj-
ects in villages, construc-
tion of Amrit Sarovars,
and the approval of elec-
tric buses for seven cities.
She also highlighted the
completion of Maharaja
Agrasen Airport in Hisar
and its commencement of
flight services to Ayodhya.

During the event, Shar-
ma honoured relatives of
freedom fighters and war
widows by presenting

shawls. Officers and em-
ployees were recognised
for outstanding work with
mementos and certificates.

The march past includ-
ed contingents from the
Haryana Police, Home
Guard, NCC boys and
girls, and Scouts and
Guides. Students from So-
phia Convent School, Uni-
son International School,
Arya Girls Senior Sec-
ondary School, Bal Bharti
School, Vivekanand Mil-
lennium School, Darshan

Academy, Sikh Girls High
School, Akaal Jyot Public
School, Alpine Interna-
tional School, and SSD
Smart School performed
cultural programmes.

Municipal Council Chair-
man Krishan Lamba, SDM
Kalka Sanyam Garg, Teh-
sildar Vivek Goyal, BDPO
Vinay Pratap, ACP Ashish
Kumar, BJP Vice President
Pawan Kumari, Mandal
President Kapil Gaud, and
other dignitaries attended
the programme.
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CM LEADS 79TH I-DAY CELEBRATION

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta hoisted the Tricolour on the
occasion of the 79th Independence Day on Friday.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

elhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta hoist-
ed the Tricolour on

the occasion of the 79th In-
dependence Day on Friday.

Alongside, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar
hoisted the national flag at
his residence in New Delhi
on Friday on the occasion of
India’s 79th Independence
Day, joining millions across
the country in celebrating
the spirit of independence
and national pride.

The EAM hoisted the
national flag, followed by
the singing of the national
anthem, alongside officials
and close associates pres-
ent to mark the occasion.
“Hoisted the Tiranga at my
residence, on the occasion
of Independence Day. Jai
Hind! Jai Bharat!” the EAM
stated in a post on X.

Speaking on the Indepen-
dence Day speech delivered
by Prime Minister Naren-
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Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Guptain a group picture with Delhi Police personnel during the 79th

Independence Day celebrations, at Chhatrasal Stadium in New Delhi on Friday. (ANI Photo)

dra Modi at the ramparts
of the Red Fort today, the
EAM stated that it was a
“powerful speech” by the
PM, noting the message of
“Aatmanirbharta”.”

It was a compelling
speech by the Prime Min-
ister. It was a message of
Aatmanirbharta and that

Kharge hoists Tricolour
at Congress HQ

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Congress President and
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
in the Rajya Sabha, Mal-
likarjun Kharge, hoisted
the National Flag at the
party headquarters in
Delhi on Friday to mark
India’s 79th Independence
Day celebrations.

The ceremony was at-
tended by several senior
party leaders, including
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
dhi, who stood alongside
Kharge during the flag
hoisting and joined in sing-
ing the national anthem.

Before the ceremony,
both leaders extended In-
dependence Day greetings
to citizens, paying tribute
to India’s freedom fighters.

Kharge urged people to
honour the legacy of the

national movement by
continuing the struggle for
constitutional rights, social
justice, economic empow-
erment, and national unity.

“Heartfelt greetings
and congratulations to all
countrymen on Indepen-
dence Day. We pay hum-
ble tribute to the countless
great freedom fighters,
remembering their sacri-
fices and invaluable con-
tributions to the national
movement.

This day is significant
because we, the people of
India, are now fighting for
our rights, the protection
of constitutional institu-
tions, social justice, eco-
nomic empowerment, and
brotherhood.

Let us come together to
carry this struggle forward
and resolve to protect the
interests of every Indian.

we can face all the chal-
lenges at home, abroad, and
he had great confidence in
the Indian people that they
will rise to the challenge,”
Jaishankar said.
Meanwhile, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav on Friday
hoisted the national flag

on the occasion of the 79th
Independence Day at the
CM’s residence in Bhopal.
CM Yadav also extended
greetings to the residents
of the state and the country
on the 79th Independence
Day, highlighting that it is
the most special occasion
above all the festivals.”I

Delbi CM Rekha
Gupta, EAM S
Jaishankar, and MP
CM Mohan Yadav
hoisted the national
flag on India’s 79th
Independence Day
at their respective

residences.

extend my heartfelt greet-
ings and best wishes to all
residents of the state and
the nation on the occasion
of Independence Day, Au-
gust 15.

This occasion is above all
the festivals such as Diwali,
Dussehra, and Eid. Under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
India continues to progress
and may become a leading
nation by the Amrit Kaal of
2047,” CM Yadav said.

Mi-17 helicopters shower petals,
display Operation Sindoor banner

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

While the celebration of
India’s 79th Independence
Day is underway, two Mi-
17 helicopters of the Indian
Air Force flew above the
Red Fort, showering petals.
One Mi-17 helicopter flew
with the Tiranga showering
flower petals, and the other
flew displaying a banner of
Operation Sindoor, adding
more patriotism and colour
to the celebration.

Meanwhile, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi hoisted
the tricolour at Red Fort,
as the nation marked the
celebration of the 79th In-
dependence Day.

Flying Officer Rashika
Sharma assisted the Prime
Minister in hoisting the
flag, after which flower
petals were showered from

Independence Day 2025 Red Fort celebrations witness PM Modi
hoisting flag, IAF Mi-17 choppers and patriotic events.

two Mi-17 helicopters of
the Indian Air Force. Wing
Commander Vinay Poonia
and Wing Commander Ad-
itya Jaiswal piloted the air-
craft. Earlier, PM Modi was
received at the Red Fort by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, MoS Sanjay Seth,
and the Chiefs of the three
services. The Prime Min-
ister also received the cer-
emonial guard of honour
by the National Flag Guard,

Police file four FIRs over unauthorised

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
Delhi Police have lodged
four FIRs in connection
with protests staged by
dog lovers without prior
permission at multiple lo-
cations in the New Delhi
district on August 11 and
12, officials said on Friday.
Police said the demon-
strations were held despite
prohibitory orders under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), earlier Section 144
of the CrPC, which is cur-
rently in force in the dis-
trict as part of heightened
security measures ahead of
Independence Day.
According to officials,
the protests turned unruly

Yamuna River

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Yamuna River in the
national capital was flow-
ing below the danger mark
on Sunday morning. The
information from Loha Pul
showed that the river is flow-
ing below the 204.20-metre
mark.

Persistent downpours have
pushed river levels close to
or beyond danger marks.
Earlier, the water level of the
Yamuna River in Delhi rose
t0204.79 metres at 7 a.m. on
Thursday, crossing the warn-

when police personnel at-
tempted to disperse the
demonstrators, leading to
clashes at some sites. Sev-
eral videos of the incidents
have since gone viral on so-
cial media, drawing public
attention.

“Those who refused to
leave the protest sites de-
spite repeated requests
were detained. Legal ac-
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ing mark of 204.50 metres
and reaching the highest level
of the season so far amid the
ongoing monsoon season and
continuous rainfall, officials
said.

As monsoon lashes several
parts of the country, the water

Representatiron image (Photo:ANI) v

tion will be taken against
all those found violating the
law,” said the Delhi police.
One viral clip shows the
Station House Officer of
Tughlaq Road police sta-
tion being manhandled by
a group of protesters, while
another video captures a
confrontation between a
woman sub-inspector and
a female protester inside a

&

level of the rivers across the
nation is on the rise. On Sat-
urday, the water level in the
Ganga River reached closer
to the danger mark in Vara-
nasi, submerging the Namo
Ghat in knee-deep water.
The Saryu River water level

ﬂows below dange

bus.

On Thursday, the Su-
preme Court reserved its
order on pleas seeking a
stay on its August 11 direc-
tive to remove all stray dogs
from localities in the Delhi-
NCR region and place them
in shelter homes.

A three-judge bench com-
prising Justices Vikram
Nath, Sandeep Mehta and
NV Anjaria stated that it
would pass an interim or-
der on the August 11 deci-
sion of a different bench.

At the outset, Solicitor
General of India Tushar
Mehta, representing the
Delhi government, re-
marked that there was a
“loud vocal minority” and
a “silent suffering majority.”

is also rising due to continu-
ous rainfall in Ayodhya city.
Uttar Pradesh is facing con-
tinuous rainfall in several
cities, causing waterlogging.
Earlier, in UP’s Lucknow
district, all government, gov-
ernment-aided and private
schools from pre-primary to
Class eight were closed on Fri-
day due to heavy rainfall and
waterlogging, according to a
notice from the District Magis-
trate’s office. The District Mag-
istrate’s office said the decision
was taken following continu-
ous heavy rain in the past few
hours and a forecast for more

the Indian Air Force, Army,
Navy, and Delhi Police, to-
talling upto 128 people.
Wing Commander Arun
Nagar led the inter-services
guard of honour.

Ahead of reaching the
Red Fort, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited Ra-
jghat in the national capital
and paid tribute to Mahat-
ma Gandhi as the country
marked its 79th Indepen-
dence Day.

6 killed after roof collapse at
Humayun's Tomb, 11 rescued

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Five people, including three
women and two men, were
killed on Friday after a por-
tion of the roof of a room at
Dargah Sharif Patte Shah
collapsed near Humayun’s
Tomb, Delhi Police said.

According to the police, 11
people were rescued from
the debris and sent to a
nearby hospital for treat-
ment. A search operation
was launched immediately
after the collapse, with
teams from the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDREF), Fire Department,
and local police deployed at
the site.

The incident site, located
near Humayun’s Tomb,
was quickly cordoned off to
ensure safety and to facili-
tate rescue efforts. The of-
ficials said that NDRF per-
sonnel conducted a search
operation inside the dargah
premises to check for any
more people trapped under
the debris.

Soon after the incident,
Fire Department personnel

File photo

A search operation was launched
immediately after the collapse, with teams
[fromthe National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), Fire Department, and
local police deployed at the site.

and emergency responders
also remained present at
the scene to assist in opera-
tions.

“Eleven people have been
rescued from the site of
the incident and taken to a
nearby hospital. The search
operation is still under-

way,” the Delhi police said.

The area around the dar-
gah remained sealed off as
structural engineers and
investigators examined
the site. Further investiga-
tion is underway to deter-
mine the exact cause of the
collapse.

Delhi Police deploys Al surveillance,
20,000 personnel for I- Day

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Security has been signifi-
cantly heightened across
the country ahead of Inde-
pendence Day celebrations,
with intensified patrolling,
checkpoints for vehicles and
individuals, and enhanced
surveillance measures.

In Delhi, police carried out
checks at border points and
strategic locations.

The national capital’s secu-
rity has been fortified with
a multi-layer plan involv-
ing Delhi Police, paramili-
tary forces, the National
Security Guard (NSG), the
Special Protection Group
(SPG), Military Intelligence,
and other agencies. Over
20,000 security personnel
have been deployed.

According to Delhi Police
officials, Advanced Arti-

ficial Intelligence systems
-- including facial recogni-
tion, anti-intrusion cam-
eras, people count cameras,
automatic number plate
recognition (ANPR), and
abandoned object detection
-- have been installed.

The ANPR will scan num-
ber plates to flag suspicious
vehicles, while the facial rec-
ognition system integrates
a database of 300,000 sus-
pects.

“The Abandoned Object
Detection system will trig-

ger an instant alarm to the
control room upon finding
any unattended item in or
around the Red Fort,” said
officials, adding that the
Anti-Intrusion Cameras
will cover every wall and
railing of the fort and will
alert authorities to any sus-
picious movement or breach
attempt.

Anti-drone systems are
operational, snipers have
been stationed on rooftops,
and over 800 CCTV camer-
as are monitoring key areas.

Delhi Police pipe band perform during the 79th Independence Day celebrations, at Chhatrasal Stadium in New Delhi on
Friday. (ANI Photo/Amit Sharma)

r level mark

cal Department (IMD). The
notice read, “In view of the
ongoing inclement weather
and waterlogging due to
heavy rainfall in the past few
hours in Lucknow, as well as
the forecast of further heavy
rain by the Meteorological
Department, all government,
government-aided, and pri-
vate schools--including those
affiliated with all boards--
from pre-primary to Class 8
in both urban and rural ar-
eas of Lucknow district will
remain closed for academic
activities on August 8, 2025.

Almost 1500 convicts at Tihar Jail
ity teminveoniog. ZIVEN SpPecial remission on 79th I-Day

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

conduct during their time in the prison.

Special remission was granted to almost
1,500 convicts at the Tihar Jail on the oc-
casion of India's 79th Independence Day,
with officials announcing that the Delhi
government has sanctioned Rs 145.58 crore
to build a new jail in Narela to ease over-
crowding in the national capital's prisons.

Director General (Prisons) Satish Gol-
chha in his address during the flag-hoisting
event at the Tihar prison headquarters on
Friday, said a total of 1,497 inmates have
been found eligible for special remission
ranging from 15 to 25 days based on their

Remission reduces the period of the sen-

tence without changing its character.

The Tihar Jail, Asia's largest prison complex,
built in 1957, currently has more than 18,000
inmates. The prison complex spreads across
Jail Number 1to 16, with Jail Number 6 and 16
specially designed to house women prisoners.

The DG also informed that the department
had recently taken over the operation of the
Lampur Detention Centre, where around 273
foreigners are housed.

"The prison department is strengthening
its "correctional philosophy" by focusing
on education and skill development for in-
mates," he said.
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10 PILGRIMS KILLED, 35 INJURED IN
BUS ACCIDENT IN WEST BENGAL

Victims were returning to Motihari after visiting
Deoghar and Gangasagar

TDG NETWORK
BURDWAN (WB)

en pilgrims from Bi-

I har died and 35 others

were injured as their

bus rammed into a truck

parked on the roadside in

West Bengal’s Burdwan town
on Friday, officials said.

The pilgrims, who belonged
to Motihari in Bihar’s East
Champaran district, were
returning home after visit-
ing Gangasagar in South 24
Parganas district when the
accident happened on NH-
19 near Phaguipur in Purba
Bardhaman district, they
said.

Among the deceased were
eight men and two women,
they added.

The injured persons, in-
cluding six children, were
admitted to the Burdwan
Medical College and Hospi-
tal, officials said.

Ten pilgrims from Bihar died and 35 others were injured as
their bus rammed into a truck parked on the roadside in West

Bengal's Burdwan town

“There were 45 people on
the luxury bus. Efforts are
being made to contact their
families,” an official said.

“The pilgrims began their
journey from Motihari on
August 8. They first visited
Deoghar and then went to
Gangasagar,” he said.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar expressed grief over
the accident and announced
ex gratia of Rs 2 lakh each

for the next of kin of the de-
ceased.

The pilgrims, who belonged
to Motihari in Bihar’s East
Champaran district, were
returning home after visit-
ing Gangasagar in South 24
Parganas district when the
accident happened on NH-
19 near Phaguipur in Purba
Bardhaman district, the of-
ficials said.

A statement issued by the

Bihar government said, “The
CM has expressed condo-
lences over the casualties in
the road accident that took
place on the roadside in
Burdwan. He is deeply sad-
dened by the deaths of Bihar
natives in the incident, and
announced ex gratia of Rs 2
lakh each for the immediate
family members of the de-
ceased.”

Besides, the CM also an-
nounced Rs 50,000 as com-
pensation for each injured
passenger.

The CM has also directed
the officials to remain in
touch with their counterparts
in West Bengal and ensure
proper treatment for the in-
jured persons.

Healso asked officials to en-
sure that bodies of deceased
hailing from the state reach
their native place in East
Champaran, it said.

RSS is 100% patriotic, doesn’t need
certificate from Cong: G Kishan Reddy

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Minister G Kishan Reddy on
Friday said the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) is a “100% patriotic
organisation” working for the benefit
of the country and described it as the
largest non-political organisation in the

world.

Reddy said while speaking to ANI,
“Whatever people may say, RSS is
100% a patriotic organisation working
for the benefit of the country. It is the
largest non-political organisation in the
world. 140 crore people of India know

what RSS stands for.”

Reddy also took a jibe at Congress,
noting that RSS does not require vali-
dation from Congress or any other po-

litical party.

He said, “On PM Modi mentioning
RSS in his Independence Day speech,

A
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Union Minister G It is a committed or-
ganisation that works for India’s wel-
fare. It doesn’t need a certificate from
Congress or any other party.”
Meanwhile on Friday, Opposition
leaders came down heavily on PM
Modi for his remarks during his In-
dependence Day speech in which he
hailed RSS for completing 100 years
of service to the nation, describing it
as the “biggest NGO in the world” and
praising its century-long contribution

P

to nation-building.

Congress MP Jairam Ramesh termed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Inde-
pendence Day speech “stale, hypocriti-
cal, insipid, and troubling.”

He claimed that the Prime Minister
mentioned the RSS in his address to
appease the organisation, arguing that
Modi “is now at their complete mercy
and reliant on Mohan Bhagwat’s good
offices for an extension of his tenure
post-September” when he turns 75.

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav criticised Sangh Parivar led by the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
accusing them of “swadeshi by words
but foreign by heart”.

“When the first convention of the
Bharatiya Janata Party was held, they
decided that he would follow a secular
and socialist path. But the path of the
people of the Sangh Parivar is not secu-
lar and socialist.

Chhattisgarh:
6 killed, 1 hurt
in car-truck
collision

TDG NETWORK
RAJNANDGAON CHHATTISGARH

Six people were killed and
one injured in a tragic road
accident near Chirchariun-
der the Bagnadi police sta-
tion area early this morn-
ing.

According to Additional
Superintendent of Police
(ASP) Rahul Dev Sharma,
the incident occurred
around 5 AM when a car,
carrying seven passengers
traveling from Nagpur to
Raipur, collided with a
truck.

Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that the car
driver may have dozed
off, causing the vehicle to
veer into the opposite lane,
where it was struck by the
truck.

The impact resulted in
the immediate death of six
occupants, while the sole
survivor was rushed to a
nearby hospital for treat-
ment.

Police are investigating
the incident further.

Cong stalled Fairchild in 1964:
Vaishnaw on Ramesh's attack

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Friday hit out at Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh
over his criticism of Prime
Minister’s Modi’s remarks
during his Independence
Day address that the idea
of semiconductors was
“killed in the womb” 50-60
years ago, with the Union
Minister stating that Fair-
child founder Robert Noyce
came to India in 1964 and
“license-permit raj of Con-
gress did not allow setting
up a semiconductor plant”.
The Modi government has
embarked on a major semi-
conductor mission and four
more semiconductor proj-
ects under the India Semi-
conductor Mission (ISM)
were approved by the Union
Cabinet earlier this week.
Responding to a post of
Jairam Ramesh on X, Ash-
wini Vaishanaw asked “why

@

o

Ashwini Vaishnaw (L), Jairam Ramesh (R)

didn’t Congress develop
semiconductor industry”
in India despite the country
having the requisite talent

He said Intel also tried to
set up a semiconductor unit
in India in 2005-06 but
“was not allowed because
of the policy paralysis of
the UPA regime”. Congress
led UPA governments from
2004 t0 2010.

Vaishnaw noted that the
semiconductor laboratory,
Mohali works at a lab scale

and a commercial scale sili-
con fab works at 20,000-
40,000 wafer-starts per
month.

“Fairchild founder Rob-
ert Noyce came to Bharat
in 1964. License permit raj
of congress did not allow
setting up a semiconductor
plant. Went to HongKong.
Then founded Intel. Rest
is history. Intel once again
tried to set up a semicon-
ductor unit in Bharat in
2005-06.

They didn’t hoist Tiranga for 52 years: Khurshid
after PM's praise of RSS in I-Day speech

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Salman
Khurshid on Friday de-
manded answers from RSS
for not hoisting the Indian
flag for 52 years after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
made a reference to the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh during his 79th In-
dependence Day speech.

“There are two views
about RSS in the country.
One is our view, and the
other is PM Modi and his
allies’ view. There is a huge
difference between the two
views, so I believe we should
not touch that issue on such
an auspicious day...” Khur-
shid said.

Bengal nurse found dead in Singur nursing home

TDG NETWORK
KOLKATA

A 24-year-old nurse was
found dead at a private
nursing home in West Ben-
gal’s Hooghly district, police
said on Friday, triggering
political unrest and allega-
tions of a cover-up.
Tensions escalated as
supporters of the CPI(M)’s
student and youth wings
and the BJP Yuva Morcha
mobbed the vehicle carrying
the woman’s body, which
was brought from Walsh
Hospital morgue in Hooghly
district to Kolkata for post-
mortem examination.
According to police, the
woman, a resident of Nan-
digram in Purba Medinipur
district, had joined the nurs-
ing home four days ago.
Her body was found hang-
ing from a ceiling in a room
on the third floor of the facil-
ity in Singur on Thursday.
While the nursing home
management claimed it
to be a case of suicide, the
woman’s family has alleged
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she was sexually assaulted
and murdered, saying she
had uncovered irregulari-
ties in the nursing home’s
operations.

“We have no faith in any
post-mortem examination
conducted at a state hos-
pital,” the woman’s father
said.

“We want the autopsy to
be done at AIIMS Kalyani
or Command Hospital,
Alipore, to ensure a fair and
transparent investigation,”
he demanded.

Meanwhile, there was

high drama when mem-
bers of the CPI(M)’s stu-
dent wing, SFI, and the BJP
Yuva Morcha gathered out-
side the hospital in Kolkata
where the woman’s body
was brought for post-mor-
tem examination.

Both sides traded charges
against each other that they
were involved in a nexus
with local TMC leaders
and were trying to shield
the nursing home manage-
ment so that the real reason
behind the nurse’s death
never comes out “like the

RG Kar rape and murder.”

CPI-M’s student wing SFI
state secretary Debanjan
Dey said, “The BJP is trying
to deflect the focus from the
reason behind the death of
a sister. As our comrades
arrived at the medical col-
lege to prevent any attempt
to cover up the real reason
behind the death, the BJP
Yuva Morcha workers ar-
rived at the spot and created
aruckus to help TMC.”

Contradicting their claim,
BJP Yuva Morcha leader
Tamaghna Ghosh said,
“The family of the deceased
wants post-mortem ex-
amination of their daughter
be conducted at a central
government-run hospital
- either ATIMS Kalyani or
Command Hospital Ali-
pore. Our workers have as-
sembled at the spot to be on
the side of the family and
ensure police cannot whisk
them away and conduct the
process at a state hospital to
suppress facts.”

He also alleged SFI was
working covertly to help

T™C

“We will not allow them to
repeat another botched up
post-mortem examination
like the one conducted at
RG Kar following the rape-
murder of the medic one
year ago,” Ghosh alleged.

A senior Hooghly district
police official said they were
investigating the case.

“We are waiting for the au-
topsy report before taking
any action,” the official said.

The opposition BJP and
CPI(M) held demonstra-
tions in the area after the
body was found on Thurs-
day, alleging that the nurse
was murdered and possibly
subjected to sexual torture.

State minister Becharam
Manna, who is the local
TMC MLA, said action will
be taken if police investiga-
tion finds any foul play in
her death.

TMC state general secre-
tary Kunal Ghosh said both
the BJP and CPI(M) have
ganged up to do politics
over the unnatural death of
a’young woman.

The Congress leader said
that RSS had not hoisted the
tricolour for 52 years and
added, “They didn’t hoist
the Tiranga for 52 years,
they didn’t contribute to the
freedom movement. They
had opposed the Quit India

Movement. They were urg-
ing people to join the Brit-
ish Army to fight the Azad
Hind Fauj. So, they had no
contribution to the freedom
movement...”

He further demanded
answers from RSS, saying,
“They should give an ac-
count for those 52 years.
You didn’t believe in the Ti-
ranga, didn’t believe in the
Constitution...Sardar Patel
had banned this...”

Prime Minister Modi in
his address to the nation
from the ramparts of Red
Fort lauded the RSS for
completing 100 years of
service to the nation and
described it as the “biggest
NGO in the world.”

“Today, I would like to

proudly mention that
100 years ago, an organ-
isation was born - Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS). 100 years of service
to the nation is a proud,
golden chapter. With the
resolve of ‘vyakti nirman
se rashtra nirman’, with the
aim of the welfare of Maa
Bharati, swayamsevaks
dedicated their lives to the
welfare of our motherland...
In a way, RSS is the biggest
NGO in the world. It has a
history of 100 years of dedi-
cation,” the Prime Minister
said.

Early this morning, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
hoisted the tricolour at the
Red Fort on the occasion of
the 79th Independence Day.

Nagaland Guv Ganesan dies at 80

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI/KOHIMA

Nagaland Governor La Ganesan, former
president of Tamil Nadu BJP, died on
Friday while undergoing treatment at a
private hospital in Chennai, a Raj Bhavan

official in Kohima said.
He was 80.

A well-known BJP leader in Tamil Nadu
with RSS roots, Ganesan has served as
Governor of Manipur, West Bengal and
Nagaland between 2021 and 2025.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin and a
host of other leaders condoled Ganesan’s

death.

The PM said: “Pained by the passing of
Nagaland Governor Thiru La. Ganesan Ji.
He will be remembered as a devout na-
tionalist, who dedicated his life to service
and nation-building. He worked hard to
expand the BJP across Tamil Nadu. He
was deeply passionate about Tamil cul-
ture too. My thoughts are with his family
and admirers. Om Shanti.”

Stalin expressed anguish over Ganesan’s
death and conveyed his condolences to
the bereaved family and the party.

The chief minister, who paid tributes to
Ganesan personally, hailed him as a rare
leader noted for his political civility.

He behaved with dignity by respecting

leaders belonging to different ideologies.
Ganesan had huge respect for late DMK
leader and former CM M Karunanidhi
and he showed love and regard for the
chief minister as well.
ATADMIK chief Edappadi K Palaniswa-
mi, former CM O Pannerselvam, MDMK

chief Vaiko and PMK leader Anbumani

Ramadoss condoled Ganesan’ death.

Union Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
BJP leaders including Tamilisai Sounda-
rarajan, were among a host of saffron
party leaders who condoled Ganesan’s
death and hailed his contributions to the
party and service to the nation.

Oil or gas reserves will change the face of country: Hardeep Singh Puri

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on Friday
highlighted the significance
of India’s energy security as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi unveiled the National
Deep Water Exploration Mis-
sion from the ramparts of the
Red Fort. The mission aims to
explore oil and gas reserves
beneath the sea, with an am-
bitious plan to double the

National Reserve by 2032 and
triple the current production
by 2047.

In a post on X, Puri wrote,
The oil/gas reserves that will
be obtained through deep wa-
ter exploration will change the
face of the country.” He add-
ed, “India’s quest for energy
security resonates from the
ramparts of the Red Fort. PM
Shri @narendramodi Ji lays
emphasis on the importance
of the National Deep Water
Mission in India’s efforts to

increase domestic exploration
and production of hydrocar-
bons to reduce our dependence
on energy imports. Several key
reforms, including legislation
like the ORD Amendment
Act, have been put in place to
enhance exploration and pro-
duction activities in India in
the last few years.”

The post highlighted India’s
progress in hydrocarbon ex-
ploration, noting, “52 discover-
ies have been made in the last
five years, and 172 since 2014,

including 66 offshore. Acre-
age of more than 0.38 million
sq km has been awarded as
compared to 82,327 sq km be-
tween 2009 and 2014. India’s
energy sector is exploring new
horizons.”

Union Minister Puri further
added, “Taking a big step to-
wards energy self-reliance
of the country, PM @nar-
endramodi today from the
ramparts of the Red Fort an-
nounced the launch of the Na-
tional Deep Water Exploration

Mission.”

“This mission, which pro-
motes indigenisation on the
mantra of Make in India, will
move forward with the resolve
to double the National Reserve
by 2032 and triple the current
production by 2047, with a fo-
cus on finding oil and gas re-
serves under the sea,” he said.

Earlier today, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in his address
to the nation from the ram-
parts of the Red Fort on Inde-
pendence Day, announced the

National Deep Water Explora-
tion Mission, which aims to
explore oil and gas reserves in
the sea.

Terming it a “Samudra Man-
than,” he said the initiative will
be executed in Mission Mode,
highlighting India’s push for
energy self-reliance.

“We are now also heading
towards ‘Samudra Manthan’.
Taking this forward, we aim
to operate in Mission Mode to
explore the oiland gas reserves
in the sea. So, India is about to

launch the National Deep Wa-
ter Exploration Mission,” PM
Modi said.

Earlier this year, in February,
the Ministry of Earth Sciences
said, “the deep-sea exploration
includes biodiversity, survey
and mineral resources. Apart
from the benefits of scientific
research and technological
empowerment, this mission
has immediate spin-offs in un-
derwater engineering innova-
tions, asset inspection and the
promotion of ocean literacy.”
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GST REVAMP: CENTRE PLANS TWO RATES  India achieves 2030 clean

energy goal five years early

Big reform: Everyday items likely to get Cheaper

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

n a path-breaking ini-
Itiative relating to the

Goods and Services
Tax structure, the Central
Government has proposed
to scrap the current slab of
12 per cent and 28 per cent
of GST rates and keep only
5 per cent and 18 per cent
GST rates, government
sources said on Friday.
Government sources said as
part of the initiative, 99 per
cent of 12 per cent slab are
proposed to move in 5 per
cent slab and 90 per cent of
items in 28 per cent slab are
proposed to move in the 18
per cent slab.

They said that consumer
goods kept in the 28 per
cent slab are proposed to
be moved to the 18 per cent
slab. They also said that a
new slab of 40 per cent is
proposed for “sin goods”
like tobbacco and pan ma-
sala.

The initiative is in line with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s announcement dur-
ing his Indepedendence Day
Speech on Friday that peo-
ple are going to get a very
big gift on Diwali and the
government has embarked
on “big reform of GST”.

| N

Centre s GST rejig proposes scrapping 12% & 28% slabs, shlftlng most goods to 5%/1 8%, and a
40% ‘sin’ slab for tobacco & pan masala. [File)

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR CONSUMERS

M Essentials get cheaper: many 12% items move to 5%, lowering monthly bills.
W Big-ticket buys ease up: several 28% goods shift to 18%, cutting upfront price/

EMls.

B 'Sin’ goods costlier: tobacco/pan masala at 40%, discouraging use.
B Simpler GST, fewer disputes: two primary slabs; savings kick in after Council

approval.

The sources said that the
proposal by the Centre
has been sent to the states.
It has also been sent to
the Group of Ministers
(GoM) of the GST Council.
The sources said that the

proposal will be studied by
the GoM and a meeting of
the GST Council is likely to
be held in September-Octo-
ber to consider the proposal.

PM Modi made a ma-
jor announcement in the

RBI unveils FREE-AI for fintech

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The endeavour of the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
to democratise the use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in the financial sector will
open new doors to play-
ers as regulator-backed
measures such as Al sand-
boxes, sectoral datasets,
and indigenous models can
significantly reduce the cost
and risk of experimentation,
say top executives of the fi-
nancial service companies.
Top executives said that
it is a unique opportu-
nity to blend regulatory
trust with speed and agil-
ity in niche markets, pre-
viously out of reach due
to high barriers to entry.
On August 13, the RBI’s
committee unveiled the
Framework for Respon-
sible and Ethical Enable-
ment of Artificial Intelli-
gence (FREE-AI), marking
a significant step in bal-
ancing technological in-

novation with robust risk
management in the finan-
cial services ecosystem.
The framework aims to en-
sure safe, fair, accountable,
and inclusive AI adoption
in financial institutions. It
outlines seven foundation-
al principles (or ‘sutras’),
which are operationalised
through twenty-six target-
ed recommendations struc-
tured under six strategic
pillars: Governance, Data,
Fairness, Transparency,
Accountability, and Risk
Management.

Dewang Neralla, CEO of
HiWiPay, welcomed the
initiative, stating, “FREE-
Al opens doors for smaller
players in ways we haven’t
seen before.

Regulator-backed AI
sandboxes, sectoral datas-
ets, and indigenous mod-
els reduce the cost and
risk of experimentation.”
He further added that the
framework could unlock
entirely new categories

of financial products.
“Al-based affirmative ac-
tion for financial inclu-
sion could inspire special-
ised commercial models
-- for example, low-cost
cross-border remittance
products for underserved
student or SME segments,
pay-per-use Al compliance
tools, and collaborative of-
ferings between fintechs
and NBFCs that previ-
ously would have been too
complex to launch.”
Shikhar Aggarwal, Chair-
man of BLS E-Services Ltd,
emphasised the value of
Al in enhancing customer
engagement across India’s
diverse linguistic landscape.
“We see a huge potential
in AI adoption to improve
customer service at the
grassroots level through
context-aware financial
guidance, especially multi-
modal systems in regional
languages to handle multi-
lingual diversity,” the BLS
E-Services Chairman said.

Independence Day ad-
dress relating to GST.
“This Diwali, I am going to
make it a double Diwali for
you. This Diwali, you fellow
countrymen are going to get
a very big gift. In the last 8

The sources said
that the proposal by
the Centre bas been
sentto the states. It

bas also been sent
to the Group of
Ministers (GoM) of
the GST Council.

years, we have done a big
reform of GST, reduced the
tax burden across the coun-
try, simplified the tax regime
and after 8 years, the need
of the hour is that we should
review it once. We started
the review by setting up a
high-power committee and
also held discussions with
the states,” PM Modi said
from the ramparts of the
Red Fort. “We are coming
with the next generation of
GST reforms, this will be a
gift for you this Diwali, taxes
needed by the common man
will be reduced substan-
tially, a lot of facilities will
be increased. Our MSMEs,
our small entrepreneurs,
will get a huge benefit. Ev-
eryday items will become
very cheap and that will
also give a new boost to the
economy,” he added.

India hosts 10th
AITIGA review

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

India hosted the 10th
meeting of the ASEAN-
India Trade in Goods
Agreement (AITIGA)
Joint Commiittee at Vanijya
Bhawan, New Delhi, from
August 10-14, 2025. Dele-
gations from all ten ASE-
AN members joined in a
hybrid format to advance
areview of the 14-year-old
pact.

The talks were co-chaired
by Nitin Kumar Yadav, Ad-
ditional Secretary in the
Department of Commerce,
and Mastura Ahmad Mus-
tafa, Deputy Secretary
General (Trade) at Malay-
sia’s Ministry of Invest-
ment, Trade and Industry.
Negotiators focused on
improving AITIGA’s effec-
tiveness, accessibility and
trade facilitation, building
on eight earlier rounds.
Seven of the agreement’s

Piyush Goyal, pharma industry
leaders discuss R&D, competitiveness

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal has dis-
cussed strategies to boost com-
petitiveness and strengthen re-
search and development activities
with the business representatives
of the pharmaceutical industry.
“Had an inspiring interaction with
leaders of India’s pharmaceutical
industry. Discussed strategies to
boost competitiveness & advance
the R&D ecosystem. Driven by the
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’” & ‘Make
In India for the World’ vision, our

Piyush Goyal.

Union Commerce and Industry Minister

Government remains committed
to further enhancing India’s posi-
tion in the global healthcare value

chain,” Goyal wrote in a X post.
The meeting is taking place at a time
when concerns over US reciprocal
tariffs are raising the prospect of
significant impacts on many sectors,
except for a slew of exempted ones.
The Ministry is actively engaging
with industry stakeholders to assess
the potential impact of import tariffs
and to chart a strategic path forward.
Pharmaceuticals, electronics and
semiconductors, energy products

and certain minerals, copper, lumber,

bullion, and automobiles and auto
components are among the sectors
exempted from the tariffs.

eight subcommittees met
in parallel, covering cus-
toms procedures and fa-
cilitation, legal and insti-
tutional issues, national
treatment and market ac-
cess, sanitary and phyto-
sanitary measures, rules
of origin, standards and
conformity assessment,
and trade remedies. Their
deliberations addressed
product standards, rules of
origin, customs processes
and market access.
ASEAN remains a key
partner, about 11% of
India’s trade. Bilateral
trade totalled USD 123
billion in 2024-25. The
next AITIGA Joint Com-
mittee meeting is set for
October 6-7, 2025, at the
ASEAN Secretariat in
Jakarta, with Malaysia as
host. Outcomes from the
New Delhi meetings will
inform the next phase of
negotiations.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

In what could be considered
as a landmark moment for
India’s clean energy journey,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, from the ramparts
of the Red Fort, on Friday
announced that the nation
has achieved its 50 per cent
clean energy target in 2025
-- a full five years ahead of
the 2030 deadline.
Marking Independence
Day celebrations, the Prime
Minister announced and
hailed the achievement as
a pivotal step towards an
Atmanirbhar Bharat in the
energy sector, underscor-
ing the country’s transfor-
mation from a fossil-fuel-
dependent importer to a
global clean energy leader.
“When the world today
expresses concern over
global warming, I wish to
tell the world that Bharat
has resolved to achieve 50
per cent clean energy by
2030. That was our target
for 2030. Look at the capa-
bility of my countrymen,
look at their determination
to fulfil the resolve of mak-
ing Bharat developed--we
achieved the 50 per cent
clean energy target in 2025
itself, five years ahead of

B,

Solar and wind |nstallatlons in Indla PM Modi says natlon hlt 50%
clean energy in 2025—five years ahead of the 2030 target. (File)

schedule. This is because we
are as sensitive towards the
world as we are responsible
towards nature,” PM Modi
said on the occasion of 79th
Independence.

At COP26 held in
2021, India committed
to an ambitious five-part
“Panchamrit” pledge.
This included reaching SO0
GW of non-fossil electric-
ity capacity, generating half
of all energy requirements
from renewables, and re-
ducing emissions by 1 bil-
lion tonnes by 2030.

India also aims to re-
duce the emissions in-
tensity of GDP by 45 per
cent and achieve net-
zero emissions by 2070.
According to the latest gov-
ernment data, India added
a record 29.52 gigawatts

(GW) of renewable capac-
ity in 2024-25, taking total
installed renewable energy
(RE) capacity to 234.24 GW
(excluding nuclear), up
from 198.75 GW last year.
Solar energy leads the
charge, with installed ca-
pacity skyrocketing from
just 2.82 GW in 2014 to
116.24 GW today, now ac-
counting for nearly half of
India’s total RE capacity.
Wind power follows at 51.67
GW, while large and small
hydro contribute 54.72
GW combined. Biopower
has also grown to 11.59
GW over the past decade.
India now ranks 4th glob-
ally in total RE capacity, 3rd
in solar power, and 4th in
wind energy, boasting the
world’s fastest-growing re-
newable program.

Parliament panel to study VDAs

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Finance has selected “A
Study on Virtual Digital
Assets (VDAs) and Way
Forward” as a subject for
detailed examination dur-
ing the 2024-25 fiscal year.
The announcement, pub-
lished as Item No. 3141 in
the latest edition of the Lok
Sabha Bulletin-Part IT on
August 14, reflects India’s
growing focus on emerg-
ing digital asset technolo-
gies amid global discus-
sions on their economic
impact.

The decision follows a
formal submission made
in late July by a delega-
tion of leading Web3 and
digital asset stakeholders,
including Digital South
Trust, Bharat Web3 As-
sociation, Hashtag Web3,
CoinDCX, BlockOn Ven-
tures, and KoinBX. The

delegation presented a set
of policy recommenda-
tions to the Chairperson
of the Commiittee, calling
for innovation-friendly
regulation to unlock a
USD 100 billion Web3-
driven economy by 2035.
According to the industry,
a well-defined and adapt-
able regulatory framework
could enable India to gen-
erate over 7 million jobs, at-
tract USD 2 billion in annu-
al foreign investment, and
promote transparent and
inclusive financial systems.
Sudhakar Lakshman-
araja, Founder of Digital
South Trust, commented,
“India is in a unique po-
sition to become a global
leader in the Web3 space.
The government’s focus
on VDAs and a regulatory
framework will provide
the clarity necessary for
the industry to flourish,
driving innovation, invest-
ment, and job creation.”
Vedang Vatsa, Founder

of Hashtag Web3, added,
“Virtual digital assets can
contribute to growth by en-
abling new business mod-
els, creating opportunities
across industries, and en-
hancing digital economies
globally. With appropriate
regulatory frameworks,
these assets can bring sig-
nificant benefits to various
sectors and help drive in-
novation forward.” Web3,
often referred to as the next
evolution of the internet,
is based on decentralised
technologies like block-
chain.

It prioritises user con-
trol, data ownership, and
transparency. Virtual Dig-
ital Assets (VDAs)--which
include cryptocurrencies,
stablecoins, and tokenised
assets--form the backbone
of this ecosystem. These
digital assets enable new
forms of economic activity,
from peer-to-peer trans-
actions to decentralised
finance.

India, Smgapore boost trade, investment

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The 4th meeting of the In-
dia-Singapore joint working
group on Trade & Invest-
ment (JWGTI) took place
at Vanijya Bhawan in New
Delhi on Thursday, bring-
ing the two nations together
to strengthen economic co-
operation and chart future
areas of partnership.

The meeting was held a day
after the 3rd India-Singapore
Ministerial Roundtable, un-
derscoring a week of inten-
sive bilateral engagement.
According to a Ministry
of Commerce & Industry

Mahmdrareveals new NU IQ’SUV concepts

TDG NETEWORK
NEW DELHI

Mahindra & Mahindra
Limited, on the occasion of
Independence Day, revealed
its global vision for 2027, un-
veiling four futuristic SUV
concepts based on an all-
new modular, multi-energy
platform called NU_IQ. The
company said the platform
will underpin its next gen-
eration of SUVs, blending
advanced technology, global
design, and flexible pow-

a inda on Friday showcased concepts of 4 upcomig SUVs
Vision.S, Vision.T, Vision.SXT, and Vision.X, at the Freedom NU
event in Mumbai. (File)

ertrain options. The concepts
were engineered at Mahin-
dra Research Valley and will

go into production starting
2027, targeting both Indian
buyers and global left-hand-

drive markets. As per a press
release, the four concepts --
Vision.S, Vision.T, Vision.
SXT and Vision.X, were pre-
sented as part of Mahindra’s
strategy to create vehicles
that eliminate compromises
for customers. Multiple top
hats, powertrains, FWD/
AWD, LHD/RHD capabili-
ties were showcased. Each
design targets unique market
needs while retaining Ma-
hindra’s core attributes such
as strong presence, powerful
performance, world-class

safety, and a blend of tough-
ness with sophistication.

“NU_IQ is a strategic blue-
print for the future of Ma-
hindra SUVs globally. With
its modular, multi-energy
architecture, it gives us the
flexibility to innovate across
multiple top hats and pow-
ertrains whilst staying true
to our SUV DNA,” said R
Velusamy, President - auto-
motive business (designate)
and managing director, Ma-
hindra Electric Automobile
Ltd.

India’s EXternal Affairs Minister with Singapore’s Foreign
Minister in New Delhi as JWGTI pushes trade and investment

cooperation. (File)

press release, the discus-
sions centred on expanding
trade and investment links,
identifying priority sectors

for alignment, improving
logistics and supply chain ef-
ficiency, simplifying regula-
tions, and enhancing cross-

border trade facilitation.
During the meeting, both
sides reviewed progress in
existing collaborations, in-
cluding work in the semicon-
ductor sector and the digi-
talisation of trade processes.
They also explored new op-
portunities in skills develop-
ment, capacity building, and
other emerging industries.
The talks were co-chaired by
Rajesh Agrawal, Special Sec-
retary, Department of Com-
merce, Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, and
Beh Swan Gin, Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Trade
and Industry, Singapore.

Namo Bharat green depot upgrade

TDG NETEWORK
NEW DELHI

In a significant step towards
enhancing operational effi-
ciency and environmental
sustainability, DB RRTS
Operations India Pvt. Ltd.,
a subsidiary of Deutsche
Bahn International Opera-
tions (DBIO), has partnered
with Wurth Industrial Ser-
vices India to upgrade de-
pot-level maintenance prac-
tices for the Namo Bharat
corridor - India’s first semi-
high-speed Regional Rapid

Transit System (RRTS) im-
plemented by the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC).
This Indo-German collabo-
ration introduces advanced,
eco-friendly solutions aimed
at reducing waste, optimis-
ing supply chain efficiency,
and improving workplace
safety. A key highlight of
the partnership is the adop-
tion of Wurth’s REFILLO
mat aerosol refill system at
the Duhai depot, making DB
RRTS the first rail operator

in India to implement this
innovative technology. The
system is designed to mini-
mise hazardous waste and
reduce packaging material,
aligning with global best
practices for sustainable in-
dustrial operations.

In addition to the REFILLO
mat system, Wurth will
equip DB RRTS with auto-
mated inventory manage-
ment tools and modular
storage solutions to enhance
supply chain coordination
processes.
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ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT: MODI'S CALL FOR
CIVILISATIONAL SELF-ASSERTION

OPINION
SIDDHARTHA DAVE

rom the ramparts
of the Red Fort this
Independence Day,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi delivered far
more than a ceremonial
Independence Day address.
He laid out a civilisational
doctrine—Atmanirbhar
Bharat—as the principal
pillar for achieving Viksit
Bbharat by 2047. In Modi’s
vision, self-reliance is
not confined to economic
self-sufficiency; it is the
unshakeable foundation of
sovereignty, dignity, and the
collective destiny of Bharat.
This is not a policy in
isolation but a continuation
of the Swadeshi ethos, long
upheld by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and
nationalist thinkers, which
sees indigenous capability
as the truest measure of
national strength.

OPERATION SINDOOR:
A WATERSHED IN
STRATEGIC AUTON-
oMY

By invoking Operation
Sindoor, Modi showcased
India’s capacity to act with

decisive force using indig-
enous weapons and sys-
tems, without reliance on
foreign approval or equip-
ment. This was more than
a military success—it was
a symbolic severance from
the chains of dependence
forged over decades of im-
ported defence hardware.
It demonstrated that India,
when threatened, will not
stand in queue for inter-
national permissions but
will act with sovereign re-
solve. For a nation often
constrained by diplomatic
hesitations in the past, this
represents a paradigm shift
in defence thinking,.

TECHNOLOGICAL SOV-
EREIGNTY: FROM JET
ENGINES TO SEMI-
CONDUCTORS

Modi’s challenge to the
youth to develop indigenous
jet engines was not merely
an industrial goal—it was
a declaration of intent that
India’s defence future will
be self-forged. Similarly, the
announcement of Made-in-
India semiconductor chips
by the close of 2025 marks a
leap into the high-tech elite,
ensuring India cannot be
held hostage by supply chain
disruptions or foreign tech-
nology bans. This is Rashtra
Shakti—national strength—
materialising in the form of
technological independence,
along-held dream of nation-
alist strategists.

SPACE, ENERGY,
AND THE STRATEGIC

FUTURE

In honouring Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla and an-
nouncing India’s own space
station, Modi placed Bharat
on the trajectory of space
leadership. No longer will
India be a participant—it
will be a driver in human-
ity’s next great frontier. En-
ergy self-reliance too is cen-
tral: meeting the 50% clean
energy target by 2025—five
years ahead of the global
pledge—is proof that envi-
ronmental responsibility
and national security can
advance together. Ten new
nuclear reactors, the Nation-
al Critical Minerals Mission
covering 1,200 sites, and the
National Deepwater Explo-
ration Mission are part of a
larger architecture ensuring
that no essential resource for
survival and growth will be
dictated by foreign powers.

SELF-RELIANCE IN
AGRICULTURE, MEDI-
CINE, AND DIGITAL
SOVEREIGNTY
Inagriculture, Modi stressed
fertiliser self-production
to shield farmers from the
volatility of global markets
and safeguard food security.
In healthcare, he celebrated
India’s role as the “pharma-
cy of the world” while calling
for deeper pharmaceutical
R&D to ensure vaccines,
medicines, and life-saving
innovations are developed
domestically. The CO-
VID-19 experience, where
India’s indigenous vaccines
and digital platforms like
CoWIN saved millions, was
presented as a case study in
self-reliance under pressure.
In the digital realm, Modi’s
call for indigenous social
media platforms and secure
infrastructure is a push for
data sovereignty—a refusal
to let foreign entities control
India’s information ecosys-
tem. His “Swadeshi” shop-

Modi’s challenge to the youth to develop indigenous jet engines
was not merely an industrial goal—it was a declaration of intent
that India’s defence future will be self-forged. Similarly, the

announcement of Made-in-India semiconductor chips by the close of

2025 marks a leap into the high-tech elite, ensuring India cannot be
beld hostage by supply chain disruptions or foreign technology bans.

front campaign is grassroots
economic nationalism, en-
couraging citizens to wear
their pride in Indian-made
products openly, reviv-
ing the spirit of Deendayal
Upadhyaya’s Antyodaya in a
contemporary form.

MISSION SUDARSHAN
CHAKRA: TRADITION
FUELS INNOVATION

In launching Mission Su-
darshan Chakra, aimed

at neutralising enemy
infiltrations with preci-
sion, Modi bridged the
ancient with the modern.
Drawing on the imagery
of Shri Krishna’s divine
weapon, he underscored
that Bharat’s military in-
novation springs not from
imitation but from its own
civilisational heritage. The
RSS has long argued that
cultural memory is a liv-
ing reservoir of strategic

insight; Modi’s framing of
this mission confirmed that
belief on the national stage.

BOLD ECONOMIC AND
GOVERNANCE INITIA-
TIVES

Marking his 12th Indepen-
dence Day address, Modi
also rolled out transfor-
mative measures aimed at
shaping the next chapter
of India’s growth. These
included the creation of a

D -

Rs 11lakh crore PM Viksit
Bharat Rozgar Yojana to
employ 3 crore youth, the
launch of a High-Powered
Demography Mission to
address national security
threats from illegal migra-
tion, and the setting up of a
Reform Task Force to push
Bharat toward a $10 tril-
lion economy. GST reforms
promised as a “Diwali
gift” will ease burdens on
MSMESs and consumers,
reflecting Modi’s focus on
inclusive yet assertive eco-
nomic policy.

A REJECTION OF DE-
PENDENCY AND THE
ROAD AHEAD

This address was a repu-
diation of the colonial and
Nehruvian notion that
modernisation is synony-
mous with Western depen-

dence. Atmanirbbar Bbharat
as envisioned by Modi is
not isolationist—it is a con-
fident, assertive, and self-
determining Bharat en-
gaging the world on equal
footing. By 2047, the goal is
not just to be developed in
GDP terms but to be Viksit
in the civilisational sense:
producing what we need,
defending what we must,
innovating what we envi-
sion, and leading in what
we value. This is the 21st-
century face of Swadeshi—a
Bharat that refuses to be
a passive consumer in the
global order, choosing in-
stead to shape it in its im-
age.

In essence, Modi’s 15th
August 2025 address was
both a mirror to the na-
tion’s present strengths
and a compass pointing to-
ward its future ambitions.
It stitched together defence
capability, economic re-
form, technological innova-
tion, cultural rootedness,
and social resilience into
a singular narrative of na-
tional resurgence. For those
who see Bharat as a civili-
sational state with a unique
destiny, the speech was not
merely celebratory—it was
strategic. It reminded citi-
zens that the road to Viksit
Bharat will be paved not by
foreign prescriptions but
by indigenous willpower,
innovation, and unity. In
reaffirming the spirit of A#-
manirbbar Bbarat, Modi has
drawn the battle lines for
the decades ahead: between
dependence and dignity,
hesitation and confidence,
drift and destiny.

Siddhartba Dave is an alum-
nus of United Nations Univer-
sity, Tokyo, an eminent colum-
nist and a former Lok Sabha
Research Fellow. He writes on
Foreign Affairs and National
Security.

OPINION

DR. ANCHITABORTHAKUR

On August 15,2025, the Tali-
ban will complete four years
since their dramatic return
to power in Kabul—a devel-
opment that upended two
decades of international ef-
forts and altered the geopo-
litical calculus across South
and Central Asia. Marking
this anniversary, the group
stands not in complete iso-
lation as it once did during
its first stint in power (1996-
2001), but at the center of
evolving regional diplomacy
and contested international
legitimacy. The reestablish-
ment of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan, after a
prolonged insurgency, has
triggered new and complex
regional alignments, partic-
ularly following the Russian
Federation’s formal recogni-
tion of the Taliban govern-
ment in July this year.

FROM ISOLATION

TO ENGAGEMENT: A
SHIFTING REGIONAL
LANDSCAPE

Russia’s recognition marked
a major diplomatic win for
the Taliban and underscored

a broader regional shift.
While Moscow remains the
only state to have extended
full formal recognition to
the Taliban regime, most of
Afghanistan’s neighbors and
regional powers are actively
engaging with the group. On
February 5, Taliban spokes-
person Zabihullah Mujahid
announced that the regime
is in diplomatic contact
with over 40 countries. By
2025, more than a dozen
nations, including China,
Iran, Pakistan, and Japan,
had appointed ambassadors
to Kabul.

China became the first
country to formally accept
aTaliban-appointed ambas-
sador in December 2023, a
move followed by others. In-
terestingly, Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan removed the Tal-
iban from their list of desig-
nated terrorist groups in late
2023 and 2024, respectively.
Most significantly, Russia’s
Supreme Court annulled
the Taliban’s designation as
a terrorist organization in
April 2025—an action that
laid the groundwork for full

recognition.

Yet not all relationships
have followed a positive tra-
jectory. Taliban-Pakistan re-
lations, once marked by ide-
ological affinity and strategic
alignment, have deteriorated
sharply due to Islamabad’s
allegations that the Afghan
Taliban regime is harboring
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) militants—a claim the
latter denies. This rift comes
amid a surge in cross-border
attacks and a deteriorating
security scenario within
Pakistan.

The Taliban interim ad-
ministration has nonethe-
less expanded its inter-
national footprint with
high-level visits to Kabul by
the Uzbek Prime Minister
(2024) and Iran’s Foreign
Minister (2025), signalling
regional acceptance of the
regime. In May this year, the
Taliban participated in a tri-
lateral meeting with China
and Pakistan to expand the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) into Af-
ghanistan. Moreover, the
regime marked its presence
on global platforms—attend-
ing COP29 in Azerbaijan
and the third UN-led spe-
cial envoy meeting in Doha
last year—highlighting its
growing diplomatic confi-
dence and the international
community’s willingness to
engage, albeit cautiously.

RECOGNITION ELU-

SIVE AMID HUMAN
RIGHTS/HUMANITAR-
IAN CONCERNS

Despite expanding diplo-
matic ties, full international
recognition remains elusive
for the current regime. West-
ern governments and insti-
tutions continue to condi-
tion recognition on tangible
improvements in human
rights—particularly the
rights of women—political
inclusivity, and a commit-
ment to counterterrorism.
The Taliban leadership,
especially the Kandahar-
based faction led by Amir
Haibatullah Akhundzada,
hasrejected these as external
impositions on Afghanistan’s
sovereignty.

Last July, the International
Criminal Courtissued arrest
warrants for several Taliban
leaders, including the Su-
preme Leader and the Chief
Justice, for gender-based dis-
crimination. The U.S. State

Department reiterated that
a regime excluding half its
population from societal
participation cannot expect
legitimacy. It is reported
that, since 2021, over 100
decrees have beenissued that
drastically curtail the rights
and freedoms of Afghan
women—restricting their
education, employment, and
public life.

In addition, tensions with-
in the Taliban’s own ranks/
files are reportedly increas-
ing. A growing rift between
the Kabul-based political
leadership and the Kanda-
har faction reflects internal
disagreements over women’s
rights and other policy di-
rections. Still, despite these
divisions and challenges
from groups like Islamic
State Khorasan Province
(ISKP) and other resistance
factions, the Taliban has
maintained a firm grip on
territorial control.

AN

Even as the Taliban con-
solidates its political hold,
Afghanistan faces a severe
and worsening humani-
tarian crisis. The forced
deportation of thousands
of Afghan refugees from
Iran and Pakistan and the
suspension of international
assistance operations have
further overwhelmed local
communities and aid sys-
tems.

According to the 2025
Humanitarian Needs and
Response Plan, 22.9 million
Afghans require assistance
this year. Furthermore,
acute food insecurity affects
nearly 15 million people,
while over 21 million lack
safe water and sanitation
in the country. The World
Bank acknowledges some
economic recovery, but it
remains modest and fragile
due to fiscal constraints, a
widening trade deficit, and
persistent poverty.

INDIA'S CALCULATED
PRAGMATISM
In this scenario, India’s ap-
proach to the Taliban re-
gime illustrates a pragmatic
recalibration. While refrain-
ing from extending formal
recognition, New Delhi has
cautiously expanded its
diplomatic and humanitar-
ian footprint in Afghanistan.
On November 13, 2024, the
Taliban confirmed the ap-
pointment of an acting Con-
sul General in Mumbai, and
reports suggest that India has
recently handed over the Af-
ghan consulate in Hyderabad
to Taliban representatives.
The diplomatic maneuver-
ing has intensified in 2025:
a telephonic conversation
in May between India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister and
the Taliban’s Acting Foreign
Minister marked the highest-
level contact since 2021.
Moreover, at the beginning
of this year, Indian Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri
held talks with his Taliban
counterpartin Dubai. India’s
approach, deeply informed
by national security con-
cerns and regional stability,
also prioritizes humanitar-
ian support. Shipments of
wheat, medicines, vaccines,
and other aid, along with
providing hundreds of
scholarships to the Afghan
populace, underscore India’s
enduring commitment to the
Afghan people.
Additionally, India has

resumed issuing visas to
Afghans and extended sup-
port to refugees deported
from neighboring states. This
reflects a strategy focused on
maintaining engagement
without legitimizing the
regime—a policy shaped by
India’s historic ties with the
Afghan people and the need
to counter potential security
threats emanating from the
country.

LOOKING AHEAD

As the Taliban marks four
years in power, Afghanistan
remains suspended between
partialinternational integra-
tion and internal authoritar-
ian rigidity. The group has
achieved a surprising level
of regional engagement, yet
it faces persistent legitimacy
challenges rooted in its gov-
ernance model, particularly
on human rights.

Ifthe Taliban is to transition

from de facto rulers to gain-
ing legitimate international
recognition, it must reconcile
itsideological priorities with
the expectations of a world
increasingly unwilling to
accept exclusionary rule.
The alternative is continued
isolation, constrained devel-
opment, and a prolonged hu-
manitarian crisis that affects
notjust Afghanistan, but the
region as a whole.
Dr. Anchita Borthakur is a Re-
search Consultant at the Chintan
Research Foundation (CRF),
New Delbi.
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Squeezed floodplains push water
higher; in Asagarpur Fagir, even
today’s “routine” 10-50-cm rise can
soak basements and liveliboods.

Authorities are workmg to intercept and reroute 22 drains dlscharglng into the Yamuna. (File photo)

YAMUNA AND THE QUIET CRISIS OF

GOVERNANCE WE NORMALISED

uthorities have is-
sued an alert that
ising flows in the

Yamuna could lift water
levels by about 10-50 cm in
the coming day. The warn-
ing, aimed at low-lying set-
tlements such as Asagarpur
Jagir (in Noida’s Sector 128
adjacent to the river), clas-
sifies the threat as “low”
given the forecast rise. Even
so, officials are on standby:
preliminary precautions like
sandbagging or evacuation
plans have been readied for
vulnerable patches. Meteo-
rological data indicate mod-
erate upstream releases and
continuing monsoon inflows,
prompting the cautionary
notice. Injournalistic terms,
the current Yamuna surge is
not expected to breach dan-
ger marks for Delhi-Noida,
but residents near the river
remain vigilant. Government
spokespersons emphasize
that this is a routine advi-
sory, not an imminent flood
disaster. By contrast, embed-
ded sensors at Hathnikund
(Haryana) and Wazirabad
(Delhi) barrages show flows
just below warning thresh-
olds, soreliefagencies advise
only alert status for Asagar-
pur Jagir and environs.

HISTORICAL YAMUNA
FLOODS IN DELHI
Delhi’s floodplain has been
inundated periodically over
the decades, underscoring
the region’s vulnerability.
Notable floods include:

® 1978 - A historic deluge
(September 3,1978) saw Ya-
muna discharge ~7.09 lakh
cusecs (cubic feet/sec) into
Delhi, flooding large ar-
eas. The old Old Railway
Bridge (ORB) crest hit about
207.49 m, setting then-re-
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cord high-water marks.
® 1995 - Another major
flood (September 5, 1995)
with ~5.36 lakh cusecs
reached about 206.93 m at
ORB. Heavy rains over the
catchment and gate open-
ings at Hathnikund Barrage
drove this event.
® 2013 - Monsoon rains
on June 17, 2013 produced
~8.06lakh cusecs peak flow,
cresting at 207.32 min Delhi.
Although its peak flow was
higher than 1978’s (8.06 vs.
709 lakh cusecs), upstream
diversions limited 2013’s im-
pact compared to 1978.
@ July 2023 - In just three
years ago, Yamuna water
surged again (with only
~3.60 lakh cusecs briefly) to
a new record of 208.66 m
at ORB, exceeding the 1978
mark by ~1.17 m. Even
though gate releases were
moderate, unprecedented
runoff and possibly gate
operations led to the flood.
Analysts note that floodplain
encroachment, siltation and
barrage mismanagement
turned that event into a ‘man-
made disaster’. Two years
on, experts warn that with-
out proper action the capital
remains just as vulnerable.
These events illustrate
how relatively small hydro-
logic differences can yield
vastly different flood im-
pacts. For example, despite
2013's higher flow, the 1978
and 2023 floods were more
catastrophic due to reservoir
conditions and floodplain
constraints. Delhi’s flood
risk arises from a mix of ex-
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treme rainfall in the Shiva-
liks, Brahmaputra flows, and
upper-Yamuna management
issues. As one analysis notes,
the city’s floodplain is “fur-
ther losing its precious natural
resourceto commercialisation”,
with permanent encroach-
ments likely making every
flood worse. In sum, Delhi’s
history of Yamuna floods
(1978, 1995, 2013, 2023)
demonstrates the recurring
threat to low-lying settle-
ments and riverfront com-
munities.

YAMUNA'S
GEOMORPHOLOGY
AND FLOODPLAIN
DYNAMICS

The Yamuna is an alluvial
river with a wide, dynamic
floodplain. Historically, it
meandered freely across this
plain under the forces of sea-
sonal monsoon flows. In nat-
ural conditions - ample dis-
charge, gentle regional slope
and erodible banks - a river
like the Yamuna “has tendency
tomigrate along its floodplains”,
carving oxbows and point
bars as it seeks equilibrium.
Its banks consist of deep al-
luvium (sand/silt) deposited
by millennia of Himalayan
runoff. However, in the Delhi
stretch the river has been
heavily constrained. Multi-
ple barrages (Hathnikund/
Tajewala, Wazirabad, ITO/
Okhla) and embankments
now “continuously barricade”
the flow. This straightening
reduces the river’s cross-
section and confinement,
hampering its natural flood

attenuation.

Sediment behavior is cen-
tral toflood risk. In unimped-
ed flows, flood peaks scour
and redistribute sediment,
periodically lowering the
channel bed. But with static
flows (e.g. dry summers, dam
regulation), silt accumulates
and the riverbed aggrades or
rises. Over decades, this re-
duces channel capacity. In
Delhi, unchecked pollution
and silt from tributaries
(and reduced environmental
flows) have left the Yamuna’s
bed unnaturally high - up to
a meter above surrounding
plainsin places. When heavy
rains arrive, the river has less
space toaccommodate flood-
water, increasing flood stages
for the same discharge. In
short, the geomorphic setting
- highly sinuous upstream
but restricted in the plains -
underpins why Delhi’s older
floods have been so destruc-
tive. Rivers must usually be
allowed room to spread for
safety; yet Delhi’s Yamuna
has lost much of that room
to urbanization.

FLOOD MODELING
AND RISK
ESTIMATION

Modern flood management
uses statistical models to
estimate how likely extreme
floods are. A recent hydro-
logical study in the Upper
Yamuna basin applied stan-
dard flood-frequency tech-
niques to annual peak flows.
It fitted two probability mod-
els - Gumbel (Extreme Value
Type-I) and Log-Pearson
Type-III - to discharge re-
cords from nine gauges (in-
cluding Hathnikund). Both
models were tested using
Kolmogorov-Smirnov and
Anderson-Darling methods

for goodness-of-fit, ensuring
robustness. The data showed
very high year-to-year vari-
ability (coefficients of varia-
tion up to ~1.0) and con-
firmed that extreme floods
greatly exceed the average
annual flow. Notably, the
Hathnikund gauge (feeding
Delhi) has seen enormous
peaks: 23,448 m3/s in 2019,
22,837 in 2013, 21,082 in
2010 and 20,083 in 1978.

These models then trans-
late observed extremes into
return periods. For example,
a 100-year flood estimate
might be 8-10 lakh cusecs at
Hathnikund (studies vary).
In the Yamuna study, both
Gumbel and Log-Pearson
III produced similar flood
estimates at longer return
periods, although the Log-
Pearson-I1I fit was found to
be “morerobust” by the statis-
tical tests. In practice, plan-
ners can use such analyses
to gauge the probability of
different flood heights. For
instance, if a 100-year flood
at Delhi Railway Bridge is
(say) 208.0 m, then current
forecasts below that height
would be deemed manage-
able. Statistical modelling
thus underpins flood fore-
casts and infrastructure de-
sign: it tells engineers how
likely a given crest is, and
helps authorities set warn-
ing levels. However, models
depend on good data - gaps
or errors in barrage flow
records (as highlighted for
2023) can undermine their
accuracy.

GOVERNANCE,
REJUVENATION AND
POLLUTION CONTROL
Beyond hydrology, river
governance is central to
flood risk management. The

National Green Tribunal
(NGT) and Delhi govern-
ment have actively mandated
cleanup and revitalization
of the Yamuna. In 2019, the
NGT ordered Delhitoforma
River Rejuvenation Commit-
tee (RRC) chaired by senior
officials; this RRC (with rep-
resentatives of state/munici-
pal agencies) now oversees
pollution abatement and
river restoration. By decree
of NGT, a High-Level Com-
mittee (HLC) under the Delhi
Chief Secretary has also
drawn up a departmental
action plan. In sum, “river-
specific action plans are moni-
tored by the River Rejuvenation
Committee”, ensuring state
agencies follow through on
anti-pollution and floodplain
measures.

Key components of these
plans include classic engi-
neeringand regulatory steps:

® Sewage and Industrial
Effluent: Delhi has em-
barked on a 100% sewage
treatment initiative. Plans
call for upgrading 37 exist-
ing sewage treatment plants
(STPs) and building new
ones, raising capacity from
~792 to ~964 million gal-
lons per day by end-2026.
Common effluent treat-
ment plants (CETPs) for
industrial clusters are also
being upgraded. The aim is
zero untreated sewage into
the Yamuna, which will help
maintain its capacity (less or-
ganicload meanslesssilt and
weed growth).

® Drain Interception
and Trapping: All major
drains into the Yamuna are
tobe captured. A recent plan
reports that 10 out of 22 Ya-
muna drains have already
been “tapped” for treatment,
with the rest prioritized (Na-

Yamuna River is expected to be the same as thls evening. Therefore thereisa low chance that parts of Asagarpur Jagir and the surroundlng areawill be flooded Use cautlon |f going nearthe

riverfront. (File)

jafgarh, Barapullah etc. tar-
geted by late-2025). The gov-
ernment has also proposed
raising the bypass drains to
carry flood flows safely past
cities. NGT orders explicitly
direct mapping and lining
of drains, so that garbage or
sewage flooding cannot wash
directly into the river.

® Floodplain Encroach-
ment Removal: Urban
encroachments in the Ya-
muna’s 500 m floodplain
are a chronic problem. The
current administration has
cleared over 1,500 acres of
illegal structures in the last
two-plus years. Drones are
used to spot remaining en-
croachments. One innovative
proposal is to develop this
open floodplain land into
green biodiversity parks
- the plan specifies 11 such
parks (~1,600 hectares total)
along the riverfront. This
both restores flood storage
capacity and provides ur-
ban green space. The NGT
has also repeatedly ordered
prevention of any further
construction on the Yamuna
floodplain.

® Regulatory Over-
sight: All these tasks are
periodically reviewed. The
state RRC and Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee
(DPCC) meet quarterly to
assess progress. Delhi’s
new government presented
a45-point rejuvenation plan
to the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) in Feb 2025, echoing
many of the above actions.
The Lok Sabha has also been
updated: in one answer the
Centre noted that states’ ac-
tion plans may include affor-
estation along banks, tapping
drains, floodplain regulation
and setting up biodiversity
parks.

On the pollution front,
visible on-the-ground
change is slow. The Ya-
muna in Delhi remains se-
verely polluted (the foam
in [87] is symptomatic), so
rejuvenation is as much a
health mission as a flood
one. Nevertheless, these
measures—if fully imple-
mented—will shrink the
Yamuna’s environmental
stress and incidentally im-
prove flow conveyance. For
example, with more E-flow
releases (aiming for a year-
round 23 cumec target) and
zero leakages of untreated
sewage, the river’s depth
and flow regime should sta-
bilize, reducing surprises
during floods.

PREPAREDNESS,
CLIMATE TRENDS
AND URBAN
VULNERABILITIES
Looking ahead, Delhi’s flood
readiness depends on both
climate realities and local
resilience. Climate scien-

tists warn that monsoons
are now more erratic and
intense. Delhi 2023 saw
“the beaviest rainfall in over
Sfour decades”, overwhelm-
ing the city’s drainage. In
general, research finds that
short-duration extreme rain
events have tripled in India
over 70 years. Warmer air
holds more moisture, so day-
long downpours (rather than
steady rains) are becoming
common. Under these new
conditions, the old hydro-
logic design assumptions
(e.g. canal/drain sizes or
reservoir inflow patterns)
no longer fully apply.

Urbanization further mag-
nifies flood risk. Much of Del-
hi's historic floodplain is now
paved or built over, leaving
fewer natural basins to soak
up floodwater. As one expert
notes, in cities “the deluge bas
nowbhere to go” because previ-
ous green buffers have van-
ished. Indeed, Delhi’s storm-
water drains were sized for
smaller storms; combined
with rampant dumping of
waste and silt, this means
even moderate rain can
cause waterlogging. Noida
(adjacent to Asagarpur Ja-
gir) faces similar challenges
with clogged drains and ris-
ing groundwater.

Current flood prepared-
ness includes procedural
measures: the Central Wa-
ter Commission (CWC)
and IMD issue forecasts/
alerts based on upstream
rainfall and barrage op-
erations. These feeds into
state disaster protocols.
However, gaps remain in
coordination. Past flood
inquiries (2023) criticized
agencies for inconsistent
gate-operation data and
lacking real-time flow in-
formation. Experts suggest
more transparency (public-
ly sharing barrage releases),
improved sensor networks,
and trained community
volunteers for local flood
watches. Public awareness
is also key; last-mile alerts
via SMS and apps can mo-
bilize residents faster than
official broadcasts.

In summary, the Yamuna
crisis in Delhi is multifaceted.
Immediate alerts (like the one
for Asagarpur Jagir) are taken
seriously, but long-term risk
hinges on both infrastructure
andenvironment. The city must
integrate floodplain manage-
ment, climate adaptation and
river restoration. The govern-
ment’s flood-model analyses,
rejuvenation plans and past
lessons form the basis, but ef-
fectiveactiononencroachment,
sewage and climate resilience
will ultimately determine if
Delhi's riverside communities
remain safe.

Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra
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TDG NETWORK
PATNA

ihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on
Friday hoisted the

Tricolour in Patna to mark
the 79th Independence Day,
paying homage to the coun-
try’s freedom fighters. Ad-
dressing the gathering, he
recalled the sacrifices made
by those who laid down
their lives in the freedom
struggle and said their ide-
als remain a guiding light
for the nation.

“On August 15, 1947, our
country achieved indepen-
dence. On this day, we pay
our heartfelt tributes to
our freedom fighters who
sacrificed their lives in the
struggle for independence.
Their ideals continue to be
asource of inspiration for us
today,” the Bihar CM said.

Separately, Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) president

B Chirag Paswan paid tribute to freedom

fighters and extended Independence Day

greetings to citizens.

B PM Narendra Modi hoisted the tricolour
atthe Red Fort, assisted by Flying Officer

Rashika Sharma.

B Two Mi-17 helicopters showered pet-
als—one carrying the national flag, the
otherthe Operation Sindoor banner—pi-
loted by Wing Commanders Vinay Poo-

nia and Aditya Jaiswal.

B PM Modi urged citizens to work harder
towards a Viksit Bharat and fulfil free-

dom fighters’ dreams.

and Jamui MP Chirag Pas-
wan extended greetings on
the occasion, remembering
the contributions of India’s
freedom fighters.

In a post on X, Paswan
wrote, “On the occasion
of the 79th Independence
Day, heartfelt tributes to all

the freedom fighters who
sacrificed everything for the
nation’s independence, and
warm wishes to all fellow
citizens on Independence
Day.”

Meanwhile, earlier today,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hoisted the tricolour

BIHAR ELECTION

BIHAR CM PAYS TRIBUTE TO FREEDOM
FIGHTERS AT 79TH I-DAY CELEBRATION

Nitish Kumar recalled sacrifices made by those who laid down their lives in
freedom struggle and said theirideals remain a guiding light for nation.

TRIBUTES

e

at the Red Fort, as the nation
marked the celebration of
the 79th Independence Day.

Flying Officer Rashika
Sharma assisted the Prime
Minister in hoisting the
flag, after which flower pet-
als were showered from two
Mi-17 helicopters of the In-

ED conducts searches in Bihar illegal

liquor smuggling case

TDG NETWORK
PATNA

The Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED), Patna Zonal Of-
fice, on Wednesday conduct-
ed search operations in case
of illegal supply of liquor in
the state of Bihar, the agency
said in arelease on Thursday.

The searches were con-
ducted at seven locations in
Gurugram, Ranchi, Naharla-
gun, Namsai and Muzaffar-
pur, itsaid. As per the EDre-
lease, during these searches,
cash to the tune of Rs. 75.6
Lakh, several incriminating
materials, documents and
digital devices were recov-

After the last round of searches in this case, the ED attached
assets worth Rs. 9.9.31 crore. File Photo

ered and seized.

The ED said that it initi-
ated an investigation on the
basis of various FIRs and
chargesheet under the pro-
visions of the Indian Penal
Code, 1860, filed by the Bihar
Police in connection with il-

legal supply of liquor in the
state.

Additionally, they lever-
aged these associated enti-
ties to open multiple bank
accounts to receive payments
from buyers of the illegally
supplied liquor in Bihar,

thereby generating Proceeds
of Crime, ED said.

In this case, properties to
the tune of Rs. 9.31 crore have
already been attached on De-
cember 12, 2023. Further, a
Prosecution Complaint in
this case has been filed on
19.05.2025, it said.

In the current searches,
several incriminating docu-
ments, including hand-
written diaries and ledgers
pertaining to illegal liquor
sales, Tally Accounts, prop-
erty documents and cash of
Rs. 75.6 lakh were found and
seized, ED said.

Further investigation is in
progress, it added.

dian Air Force - one carry-
ing the national flag and the
other ‘Operation Sindoor’
flag. Wing Commander
Vinay Poonia and Wing
Commander Aditya Jaiswal
piloted the aircraft.

PM Modi was received
at the Red Fort by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh,
MoS Sanjay Seth, and the
Chiefs of the three services.

PM Modi also extended
his heartfelt wishes to the
nation on Independence
Day, urging people to work
harder, fulfil the dreams of
freedom fighters, and con-
tribute to building towards
a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (developed
India).

“Wishing everyone a very
happy Independence Day.
May this day inspire us to
keep working even harder
to realise the dreams of our
freedom fighters and build a
Viksit Bharat. Jai Hind!” PM
Modi wrote in a post on X.

Nitish vows jobs for one
crore youth in Bihar

TDG NETWORK
PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Friday pledged
to provide government jobs
and other employment op-
portunities to one crore
youth in the state "in the
coming years".

He was addressing a gath-
ering after unfurling the tric-
olour at the Gandhi Maidan
on Independence Day here.

"Bihar is moving ahead
with high growth rate and
development. Earlier, we
had promised to provide
10 lakh government jobs to
our youth. But now we have
fixed a new target of provid-
ing jobs and employment
opportunities to one crore
youth in the state," Kumar
said.

"Over eight lakh youths
were given government
jobs initially. In 2020, un-
der 'Seven Resolves-2', the
target was raised to 12 lakh
government jobs and 38 lakh
employment opportunities.
So far, 10 lakh youths have
already been given gov-
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Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
ernment jobs, and 39 lakh
people have been given
employment. Over 50 lakh
will be employed before the
coming assembly polls. Over
the next five years, one crore
youths will be provided jobs
and employment opportuni-
ties", he added.

The CM also announced
several initiatives that will
be taken by the NDA gov-
ernment in the state.

"The government has also
decided to introduce a uni-
form fee of Rs 100 for pre-
liminary tests of all competi-
tive exams in the state and
no money will be charged
for appearing in the mains.
This decision will benefit
lakhs of youth who aspire
for government jobs in the
state," Kumar added.

The decision assumes sig-

nificance in view of the As-
sembly polls in the state due
later this year.

Highlighting the state's
industrial growth, Kumar
said the government is tak-
ing steps to attract new in-
dustries.

"We will offer capital sub-
sidies, interest subsidies,
and GST incentives for set-
ting up industries. Land will
be provided in all districts,
and employment-intensive
industries will be given land
free of cost. All disputes over
industrial land will be re-
solved within four months,"
he added.

The CM said seven new
medical colleges will be
opened in Kishanganj,
Katihar, Rohtas, Sheohar,
Lakhisarai, Sheikhpura,
and Arwal.

He added that special
buses will run for Bihari
migrants during Diwali,
Chhath Puja, and Holi from
cities like Delhi, Gurugram,
and Chandigarh. The state
government will also request
additional festival trains
from the Centre.

People of Bihar fighting for right to vote
while nation celebrates I-Day: Tejashwi

AGENCIES
PATNA

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
on Friday said it was "ironi-
cal" that the people of Bihar
were fighting to "protect”
their right to vote when the
country was celebrating In-
dependence Day.

Yadav, the leader of the
opposition in the assem-
bly, issued an evocative
"open letter", urging the
people to take part in the
'Matdata Adhikar (voters'
right) Yatra', which will be
launched by Rahul Gandhi
on August 17.

Does Independence im-

ply that we remain content
with hoisting the tricolour
at our homes and sway to
the tunes of patriotic songs,
oblivious to the fact that
a dictatorial regime was
throttling us? The cronies of
the ruling dispensation have
brought Bihar into a ridicu-
lous situation,” alleged the
former deputy CM.

Referring to the anomalies
in Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls,
Yadav claimed "the names
of those who are alive have
been deleted from the vot-
ers' list in place of the de-
ceased".

"Just spare a thought for

' ! a¢
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RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
a living person who may
have been declared dead
despite being alive. How
would he or she be feeling
today, hoisting the tricolour
on Independence Day? We
cannot imagine their pain
and anguish," he said.
Incidentally, a number of
persons declared as "dead"

in the draft electoral rolls
were produced before the
Supreme Court earlier this
week. At least two of them
were from Raghopur, the
assembly constituency rep-
resented by Yadav.

Poor people have to fight
for their right to one vote,
while those aligned with
the ruling dispensation are
being allowed to have two
votes," alleged the RJD lead-
er, in an obvious reference
to at least four prominent
NDA leaders having been
found to be in "possession”
of more than one voter ID
cards and their names fig-
uring twice in electoral rolls.

MP criticizes 'bulldozer policy’
as rights get crushed

TDG NETWORK
SAMBHAL

Samajwadi Party MP Zia Ur
Rehman Barq criticizes the
government's demolition
drives in Sambhal, arguing
they infringe on citizens'
rights. He warns that such
actions undermine the ju-
diciary's authority and la-
ments potential voter roll in-
justices in Bihar, calling fora
fair democratic process.
Samajwadi Party MP Zia
Ur Rehman Barq has harshly
criticized the government's
contentious "bulldozer pol-
icy," asserting it infringes
on citizens' fundamental
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rights. Speaking to journal-
ists in Sambhal, he argued
that these demolition ac-
tivities extend beyond mere
structures, encroaching on
democratic freedoms.

In recent months, the
district administration of
Sambhal has conducted nu-
merous demolition drives,

claiming to clear illegally oc-
cupied land. However, Barq
contends that these opera-
tions signify an overreach of
executive powers, which are
traditionally reserved for the
judiciary.

Barq also raised alarms
over electoral processes in
Bihar, highlighting the dele-
tion of 65 lakh votes during
electoral roll revisions. Ac-
cording to him, this could
significantly affect election
margins, threatening the
democratic framework. He
called for the re-establish-
ment of constitutional order
and transparent governance
across India.

aryana Police personnel

honoured with medals on I- Day

TDG NETWORK
HARYANA

On the occasion of Inde-
pendence Day 2025, 13 of-
ficers and personnel of the
Haryana Police have been
selected for the prestigious
President’s Police Medal
for Distinguished Service
(PPMDS) and Police Medal
for Meritorious Service
(PMMS) in recognition of
their outstanding and com-
mendable contributions.
Haryana Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Shatru-
jeet Kapoor extended his
heartfelt congratulations
to the entire police force on
the announcement made
by the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs. He said that

as the nation celebrates the
78th anniversary of Inde-
pendence, this honour is a
matter of pride and prestige
for the entire Haryana Po-
lice family.

“The bravery, dedica-
tion, and tireless efforts of
our officers and personnel,
recognised at the national
level, will inspire not only
the awardees but the entire
force to continue serving
with distinction,” he said.
The DGP also expressed
hope that this achievement
would energise and moti-
vate everyone to strive for
even greater excellence in
the future.

A Haryana Police spokes-
person informed that two of-
ficers have been awarded the

President’s Police Medal for
Distinguished Service, while
11 others have been conferred
with the Police Medal for
Meritorious Service.

Panchkula Police Com-
missioner Shibas Kabiraj
and IG SVACB Kuldeep
Singh have been honoured
with the PPMDS.

Meanwhile, UT Chan-
digarh Director General
of Police Dr Sagar Preet
Hooda was awarded the
President’s Medal for Dis-
tinguished Service for his
contributions during his
tenure in Delhi. Sub-In-
spector Rajender Kumar
and Head Constable Vi-
kram of Chandigarh Police
were conferred the Medal
for Meritorious Service.

Shiv Sena’s Shaina NC hails PM’s GST reforms

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena leader Shaina NC
on Friday praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
announcement on bringing
reforms in the Goods and
Services Tax (GST). Shaina
NC said that this will be a
Diwali gift for the people of
the country from PM Modi,
and stated that it would be
beneficial for the youth and
the country.

“Regarding GST reform,
the Prime Minister has
said that the next genera-
tion GST reform will take
place. This will be a Diwali

gift from him. It will benefit
many people. The govern-
ment is sensitive, and we
believe that this Diwali gift
is very good for the entire
country, especially for the
youth,” the Shiv Sena leader
told.

Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
during his speech on Inde-
pendence Day, announced
that the government was set
to bring a major reform in
GST, which would give sig-
nificant relief to consumers
and small businesses.

The PM stated that the
revisions in the GST would
be rolled out around Diwali

and described them as a
“double Diwali gift” for the
people.

“This Diwali, I am going
to give you a ‘double Diwali’
gift. A major announcement
is coming for the people of
the country. Over the past
eight years, we implement-
ed a major GST reform that
significantly reduced the
tax burden across the na-
tion. Now, after eight years,
the time has come to re-
view it. We have formed a
high-powered committee
to begin this review process
and have held consultations
with the states as well. We
are now bringing in next-

BJP leader visits district hospital to
check Kishtwar cloudburst victims

TDG NETWORK
KISHTWAR

Bharatiya Janta Party
leader Shagun Parihar vis-
ited the District Hospital
to check the well-being of
the victims of the Kishtwar
cloudburst.

She noted that the rescue
operations are in full swing,
with NDRF and SDRF
teams present at the site,
rescuing people from the
affected areas.

While talking to the me-
dia, BJP leader Shagun
Parihar said, “A very tragic
accident has occurred. Yes-
terday, we tried to rescue
people trapped in the de-
bris. The NDRF and SDRF
teams were present there.
We are trying to evacuate

as many people as possible
from there and send them
to the hospital...”

Meanwhile, the Indian
Air Force is set to take part
in relief and rescue opera-
tions for victims of the re-
cent cloudburst in Kisht-
war, sources said.

At present, two Mi-17 heli-
copters and one Advanced
Light Helicopter (ALH) are
on standby at Jammu and
Udhampur. Operations
will commence as soon as
the weather becomes fa-
vourable.

Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah is also set to leave
for Kishtwar on Friday to
assess the damage caused
by a massive cloudburst
and oversee the ongoing

rescue operations. Abdul-
lah noted that he aims to re-
view the relief efforts first-
hand and determine the
further assistance needed
for those affected.

J&K CM Omar Abdullah
announced his impend-
ing visit through X, stating
that he will leave for Kisht-
war on Friday and visit the
area hit by the cloudburst
on Saturday.CM Abdullah
posted on his X about the
visit, saying, “I’ll be leav-
ing for Kishtwar later this
afternoon & will be going to
the scene of the cloud burst
tragedy early tomorrow
morning to see, first hand,
the extent of the damage. I
will review the rescue oper-
ation & assess what further
help is required.”

generation GST reforms.
This will become a Diwali
gift for the nation,” PM
Modi said.

“Tax rates on essential
goods and daily needs will
be reduced under a simpli-
fied framework. This will
bring significant relief and
convenience. Our MSMEs
and small industries will
also benefit greatly from
these changes,” he added.

PM Modi stated that these
reforms would directly im-
pact essential goods and
daily needs, aiming to ease
the tax burden on common
citizens. The move comes
at a time when the govern-

ment is looking to bolster
consumption and improve
ease of doing business, es-
pecially for micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), which have been
seeking relief in compliance
and tax-related issues.

The implementation of
GST replaced a maze of in-
direct taxes with a single,
unified system. It made tax
compliance easier, reduced
costs for businesses, and al-
lowed goods to move freely
across states. By improving
transparency and efficiency,
GST helped lay the founda-
tion for a stronger, more in-
tegrated economy.

Amit Shah hails PM Modji’s
11-year progress roadmap

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday hailed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
79th Independence Day ad-
dressasa “roadmap” for In-
dia’s progress, highlighting
the achievements of the past
11 years and outlining strate-
gies for a prosperous future.

InapostonX,Shahempha-
sized the Modi government’s
commitment to national se-
curity through initiatives
like ‘Operation Sindoor’ for
eliminating terrorists, ‘Mis-
sion Sudarshan Chakra’ for
securing infrastructure, and
the ‘High-Powered Demog-
raphy Mission’ to ensure an
infiltrator-free India.

“On the occasion of the
79th Independence Day,

By
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Prime Minister Shri @na-
rendramodi ji’s address to
the nation is a roadmap of
the progress of the past 11
years, the strength of the
present, and the strategy for
aprosperous India. Whether
it is the destruction of ter-
rorists through ‘Operation
Sindoor,” the plan to secure
the country’s infrastructure
through ‘Mission Sudarshan
Chakra,” or the resolve to
build an infiltrator-free India
through the ‘High-Powered
Demography Mission,” he
wrote on X.
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ISRAEL UNVEILS SETTLEMENT PROJECT, CRITICS Gaza kids die of hunger as
WARN COULD SPLITWEST BANK INTWO

TDG NETWORK
MAALE ADUMIM, WEST BANK

minister said Thursday

that a contentious new
settlement construction in
the Israeli-occupied West
Bank is going ahead a project
that Palestinians and rights
groups worry will scuttle
plans for a Palestinian state
by effectively cutting the ter-
ritory into two parts.

Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich boasted that the
construction, which is ex-
pected to get final approval
later this month could
thwart Palestinian statehood
plans.

His announcement came
as many countries, including
Australia, Britain, France,
and Canada say they will
recognize a Palestinian state
in September, at the United
Nations General Assembly.

The construction on atract
of land east of Jerusalem
named E1 has been under
consideration for more than
two decades, and is espe-
cially controversial because
it is one of the last geograph-
ic links between the major
West Bank cities of Ramallah

Israel’s far-right finance

Smotrich unveiled the plansin response to numerous Western
nations saying they would recognise a Palestinian state

and Bethlehem.

The two cities are 22 kilo-
meters (14 miles) apart by
air. But once the E1 settle-
ment project is completed,
it will destroy the possibil-
ity of a direct route and will
force Palestinians traveling
between cities to continue
taking a wide detour several
kilometers (miles) out of
their way, passing through
multiple checkpoints, a pro-
cess that adds hours to the
journey.

“This reality finally buries
theidea of a Palestinian state,
because there is nothing to
recognize and no one to rec-

ognize,” Smotrich said dur-
ing a ceremony on Thursday.
“Anyone in the world who
tries today to recognize a
Palestinian state — will re-
ceive an answer from us on
the ground.”

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu did not publicly
comment on the plan on
Thursday, but he has touted
it in the past.

Development in E1 was
long frozen, largely due to
U.S. pressure during pre-
vious administrations. On
Thursday, Smotrich praised
President Donald Trump
and U.S. ambassador to Is-

rael Mike Huckabee as “true
friends of Israel as we have
never had before.”

The E1 plan is expected
to receive final approval on
Aug. 20, capping off 20 years
of bureaucratic wrangling.
The planning committee on
Aug. 6 rejected all of the peti-
tions to stop the construction
filed by rights groups and
activists, according to Peace
Now, which tracks settle-
ment expansion in the West
Bank and filed opposition.

While some bureaucratic
steps remain, if the process
moves quickly, infrastruc-
ture work could begin in the
next few months and con-
struction of homes could
start in around a year.

The approval is a “colo-
nial, expansionist, and racist
move,” Ahmed Al-Deek, the
political adviser to the min-
ister of Palestinian Foreign
Affairs, told The Associated
Press on Thursday.

“It falls within the frame-
work of the extremist Is-
raeli government’s plans to
undermine any possibility
of establishing a Palestin-
ian state on the ground, to
fragment the West Bank,
and to separate its southern

Israeli minister pays visit to
jailed Palestinian leader

TDG NETWORK
TEL AVIV

Israel’s far-right national security min-
ister visited prominent Palestinian Mar-
wan Barghouti in jail and told him “you
will not win”, a video showed on Friday, a
day after another hardline cabinet mem-
ber vowed to “bury” the idea of a Palestin-

ian state.

Security minister Itamar Ben-Gvir
shared the video on his X account, also
telling Barghouti - a potential unifying
figure among Palestinians who has been
jailed for more than two decades - that
anyone who threatens Israel would be

eliminated.

The prison visit took place earlier this
week but became public after ultra-
nationalist Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich said on Thursday work would
start on a settlement that would cut off

Israeli Natlonal Security Minister and
head of Jewish Power party, Itamar Ben-
Gvir, gives a statement to members of
the press, ahead of a possible ceasefire
between Israeland Hamas, in Jerusalem

East Jerusalem, which Palestinians want
asa capitalfor a future state, from the rest
of the West Bank. Smotrich’s office said
the move would “bury” the idea of a Pal-
estinian state. In the video clip on X which
showed Barghouti looking thin and weak,
Ben Gvir said: “You will not win. Anyone
who messes with the people of Israel,

Bank.

anyone who murders our children, any-
one who murders our women - we will
wipe him out.”

“You have to know this, throughout his-
tory,” he said.

The Israeli prime minister’s office and a
spokesman for Ben-Gvir did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment.

The Palestinian Authority described
the comments as a “direct threat” to the
66-year-old. Barghouti is a senior mem-
ber of the Fatah movement that runs the
authority, which exercises limited civic
rule in parts of the Israeli-occupied West

“The Ministry of Foreign Affairs con-
demns in the strongest terms the storm-
ing of the solitary confinement sections
of Rimon Prison by extremist Minister
Ben-Gvir and his direct threat to brother
and leader Marwan Barghouti,” it said in
astatement.

China’s economy lags in July under pressure
from tariffs and Weak property market

TDG NETWORK
BANGKOK

China’s economy showed
signs of slowing in July as
factory output and retail
sales slowed and housing
prices dropped further, ac-
cording to data released
Friday.

Uncertainty over tariffs
on exports to the United
States is still looming over
the world’s second-largest
economy after President
Donald Trump extended a
pause in sharp hikes in im-
port duties for 90 days, be-
ginning Monday, following
a 90-day pause that began
in May.

As officials worked toward
a broader trade agreement,
China reported earlier that
its exports surged 7.2% in
July year-on-year, while its

imports grew at the fastest
pace in a year, as businesses
rushed to take advantage of
the truce in Trump’s trade
war with Beijing.

But that also reflected a
lower base for comparison,
and manufacturers have
slowed investments, hir-
ing and production as they
watch to see what comes.
Chinese manufacturers
also have ramped up ship-

ments to Southeast Asia,
Africa and other regions to
help offset lost business in
the U.S.

“Exports remained a
bright spot although the
boost from front-loading
appears to be tapering off
and has started to show up
in weak industrial produc-
tion, as we anticipated,” Ox-
ford Economics’ Sheana Yue
wrote in a report.

China also has been en-
during flooding from tor-
rential seasonal rains that
have disrupted business
activity in many parts of the
country

The statistics bureau’s re-
port said the economy had
shown “notable resilience
and vitality against the com-
plex and volatile external
environment and adverse
impacts from extreme do-
mestic weather.”

Annual growth in indus-
trial output slowed to 5.7%
in July from 6.8% in June,
the National Bureau of
Statistics said. That was an
8-month low.

Investments in factory
equipment and other fixed
assets rose a meager 1.6%
in January-July, compared
with 2.8% growth in the
first half of the year.

part from the center and the
north,” Al-Deek said.

Rights groups also swiftly
condemned the plan. Peace
Now called it “deadly for
the future of Israel and for
any chance of achieving
a peaceful two-state solu-
tion” which is “guaranteeing
many more years of blood-
shed.”

The Palestinian Author-
ity and Arab countries have
condemned Netanyahu’s
statement in an interview on
Tuesday that he was “very”
attached to the vision of a
Greater Israel. The prime
minister did not elaborate,
but some supporters of
the idea believe that Israel
should control the occupied
West Bank and Gaza. Oth-
ers believe this harks back to
the biblical borders of Israel,
which also include parts of
other Arab countries, such
as modern-day Jordan and
Lebanon.

U.N. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres also con-
demned the announcement
and reiterated U.N. calls on
the Israeli government to
halt all settlement activity,
U.N. spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said.

Netanyahu denies crisis

TDG NETWORK
GAZA STRIP

The dead body of 21/2-year-
old Ro'a Mashi lay on the ta-
ble in Gaza’s Nasser Hospital,
her arms and rib cage skel-
etal, her eyes sunken in her
skull. Doctors say she had no
preexisting conditions and
wasted away over months as
her family struggled to find
food and treatment.

Her family showed The
Associated Press a photo of
Ro’a’s body at the hospital,
and it was confirmed by the
doctor who received her re-
mains. Several days after she
died, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on Sun-
day told local media, “There
is no hunger. There was no
hunger. There was a short-
age, and there was certainly
no policy of starvation.”

In the face of internation-
al outery, Netanyahu has
pushed back, saying reports
of starvation are “lies” pro-
moted by Hamas.

However, U.N. spokesman
Stephane Dujarric this week
warned that starvation and
malnutrition in Gaza are at
the highest levels since the
war began.

Islam Qudeih shows her severely malnourished shirtless,
2-year-old daughter, Shamm, to journalists at Nasser Hospital
in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip. Doctors said Shamm
may have a genetic disorder that affects muscle and bone
development, but there is no way to test for it in Gaza.

The U.N. says nearly 12,000
children under 5 were found
to have acute malnutrition in
July — including more than
2,500 with severe malnu-
trition, the most dangerous
level. The World Health Or-
ganization says the numbers
are likely an undercount.

The past two weeks, Israel
has allowed around triple
the amount of food into Gaza
than had been entering since
late May. That followed 21/2
months when Israel barred
all food, medicine and other
supplies, saying it was to
pressure Hamas to release
hostages taken during its
2023 attack that launched

Over 150 dead as heavy
lash Pakistan, PoK

TDG NETWORK
PESHAWAR

At least 154 people were
killed and several injured
as heavy rains lashed sev-
eral parts of Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
over the past 24 hours, of-
ficials said on Friday.

Most of the deaths oc-
curred in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province after
torrential rains triggered
flash floods in various dis-
tricts, while floods dam-
aged scores of buildings
and blocked major arteries,
including the Karakoram
Highway and Baltistan
Highway in Gilgit-Baltistan
in Pakistan-occupied Kash-

ReSIdents walk on a damaged road following a cloudburst-
triggered landslide and flash flood on a highway near the Chilas
district, northern Pakistan

mir (PoK).

A total of 75 people died
in Buner district, 17 in Man-
sehra and 18 each in Bajaur
and Batagram districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, lo-
cal government officials
said.
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“Over 125 people, includ-
ing children, have died as
the cloud burst followed by
flash floods struck parts of
the province since Thurs-
day night,” spokesman for
Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority (PDMA)

the war. The new influx has
brought more food within
reach for some of the popu-
lation and lowered some
prices in marketplaces,
though it remains far more
expensive than prewar lev-
els and unaffordable for
many.

While better food access
might help much of Gaza’s
population, “it won’t help
the children who are severe-
ly malnourished,” said Alex
DeWaal, executive director
of the World Peace Foun-
dation at Tufts University,
who has worked on famine
and humanitarian issues for
more than 40 years.

rains

Faizi told PTI Friday.

Rescue teams and local
residents have recovered
the bodies, he said.

Faizi, however, added
that the number of deaths
is expected to rise further
as scores of people are still
missing in affected areas.

Five were killed and four
were wounded in Lower
Dir; four deaths were re-
ported in Swat; while one
casualty and two injuries
were recorded in Shangla
in the province.

A search and rescue oper-
ation was underway under
the supervision of Bajaur
District Emergency Officer
(DEO) Amjad Khan, Faizi
said.
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Members of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals [Peta) protest against the alleged use of monkeys in the Thai

coconut industry, outside Thailand’s embassy, Tokyo, Japan.

Japan marks 80th anniversary of WWII surrender as concern grows about fading memory

TDG NETWORK
TOKYO

Japan paid tribute Friday
to more than 3 million war
dead as the country marked
its surrender that ended
World War II 80 years ago,
as concern grows about the
rapidly fading memories of
the tragedy of war and the
bitter lessons from the era of
Japanese militarism.

Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba expressed “remorse”

over the war — the first time
a Japanese leader has used
the word ina Aug.15address
since former premier Shinzo
Abe shunned it in 2013.

Ishiba called the war a mis-
take, but did not mention Ja-
pan’s aggression across Asia
or apologize.

“We will never repeat the
tragedy of the war. We will
never go the wrong way,”
Ishiba said. “Once again,
we must deeply keep to our
hearts the remorse and les-

Japan’s ministers bow during a memorial service marking the
80th anniversary of Japan’s World War Il defeat, at the Nippon

Budokan hall Friday, in Tokyo.

son from that war.”

He vowed to pass his peace
pledge to next generations.

Inanational ceremony Fri-
day at Tokyo’s Budokan hall,
about 4,500 officials and be-
reaved families and their de-
scendants from around the
country observed a moment
of silence at noon, the time
when Emperor Hirohito’s
surrender speech began on
Aug. 15, 1945. Participants
later offered chrysanthe-
mum flowers for the war

dead.

Just a block away at the
Yasukuni Shrine, dozens of
Japanese rightwing politi-
cians and their supporters
gathered to pray.

The shrine honors Japan’s
2.5 million war dead, includ-
ing convicted war criminals.
Victims of Japanese aggres-
sion, especially China and
the Koreas, see visits to the
shrine as a lack of remorse
about Japan’s wartime past.

Ishiba stayed away from

Yasukuni and sent a reli-
gious ornament as a person-
al gesture instead of praying
at the controversial shrine.

But Shinjiro Koizumi, the
agriculture minister con-
sidered as a top candidate
to replace the beleaguered
prime minister, prayed at the
shrine. He told reporters that
he made the no-war pledge
to the spirits. “It is impor-
tant to not forget those who
sacrificed their lives for their
country,” he said.

Koizumi is the son of pop-
ular former Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi, who out-
raged China when he visited
Yasukuni as a serving leader
in 2001.

Rightwing lawmakers,
including former economic
security ministers Sanae
Takaichi and Takayuki Ko-
bayashi, as well as governing
Liberal Democratic Party
heavyweight Koichi Hagi-
uda, also visited the shrine
Friday.
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US, CHINA AGREE T0 90-DAY TARIFF TRUCE National Guard widens

ThlS avertsimmediate hikesto54% and 34%—a crucial reprieve for DC deployment
global trade and consumers.

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

he United States and
China have agreed
to extend their tariff

truce for 90 days, CNN re-
ported, citing an executive
order signed by President
Donald Trump.

This move averts an im-
mediate surge in duties
that could have severely
impacted trade between the
world’s two largest econo-
mies.

Notably, the tariffs on Chi-
nese goods would have sky-
rocketed to 54 per cent from
30 per cent, while Chinese
tariffs on US exports would
have jumped to 34 per cent
from 10 per cent.

In a joint statement with
the US, China confirmed
the 90-day trade truce ex-
tension and said it would
maintain the 10 per cent
tariffs it has imposed on

The U.S. and Chinese flags are seen on the day of a bilateral
meeting between the U.S. and China, in Geneva, Switzerland,

May 11, 2025. REUTERS

American goods during
that period. The Joint state-
ment follows bilateral nego-
tiations held in Sweden last
month, it said.

The extension comes after
Trump imposed a slew of
“reciprocal” tariffs on trad-
ing partners around the
world, which have raised
the United States’ effective
tariff rate to levels not seen

since the Great Depression,
as per CNN.

According to CNN, higher
tariffs on Chinese goods,
America’s second-largest
source of imports, would
have almost certainly raised
the costs many American
businesses and consum-
ers could pay -- or already
are paying -- because of in-
creased import taxes Trump

Notably, the tariffs on Chinese goods
would have skyrocketed to 54 per cent
[from 30 per cent, while Chinese tariffs
on US exports would have jumped
to 34 per cent from 10 per cent.

has enacted.

After meeting in Sweden
in July, Chinese negotiators
went as far as to say that a
deal was reached. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent and
US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer, both of
whom attended the meet-
ing, disputed that, saying
nothing was final without
Trump’s word.

“We’ll see what happens.
They’ve been dealing quite
nicely. The relationship is
very good with President
Xi and myself,” Trump had
said on Monday.

A White House fact sheet
on the extension said trade
discussions with China
have been “constructive”
and quoted Trump saying:
“We're getting along with
China very well.”

At the conclusion of last
month’s meeting with Chi-
nese trade officials, Bessent
said he warned his Chinese
counterparts that continu-
ing to purchase Russian oil
would bring about huge tar-
iffs under legislation in Con-
gress that allows Trump to
impose levies up to 500 per
cent.

Thousands protest on th1rd mght of Serbia unrest

AGENCIES
BELGRADE

Thousands of protesters
poured ontothestreetsacross
Serbia for a third consecutive
night on Thursday, smash-
ing windows at the govern-
ing party’s headquarters in
Novi Sad, the northern city
where the country’s ongoing
antigovernment movement
first erupted more than
nine months ago, Al Jazeera
reported.

The latest demonstrations
came after major clashes ear-
lier in the week left dozens
detained or injured, with
protesters demanding that
President Aleksandar Vucic
call an early election.

In Novi Sad, anger over
alleged corruption in infra-
structure projects was reig-

Serbian gendarmerie officers guard a street near the Serbian
Progressive Party office as anti-government protests
continue in Belgrade, Aug. 14, 2025. AP

nited by last year’s deadly
train station canopy collapse
thatkilled 16 people. Demon-
strators stormed the offices of
the ruling Serbian Progres-

sive Party (SNS), taking away
furniture and documents
while splashing paint at the
entrance. “He is finished,”
protesters chanted in refer-

Trump touts $6,000 senior tax break

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

US President Donald
Trump on Thursday (local
time) signed a proclamation
marking the 90th anniver-
sary of the establishment
of Social Security, while
highlighting changes in his
recent tax law aimed at pro-
viding relief to seniors, The
Hill reported.

“On the 90th anniversary
of the establishment of this
historic program, I recom-
mit to always defending So-
cial Security, rewarding the
men and women who make
our country prosperous,
and taking care of our own

workers, families, seniors
and citizens first,” Trump
said in the Oval Office, The
Hill reported.

The president touted his
“big, beautiful” tax law en-
acted last month as paving
the way for the “largest tax
break for seniors in the his-
tory of our country,” while
lauding efforts in his admin-
istration to root out “fraud,
waste and abuse.”

The One Big Beautiful
Bill Act, signed in July,
greenlighted a temporary
$6,000 tax deduction for
Americans aged 65 and
above. Experts, however,
have noted that the benefit
may disproportionately

favour the upper-middle
class rather than lower-
income seniors, The Hill
reported.

“You reported it all the
time. In four or five years,
it’s going to go bust, but not
anymore, it’s not,” Trump
said, also citing efforts in
his administration aimed
at uncovering “tremendous
fraud, where we have illegal
aliens.”

Recent analysis from the
Social Security Adminis-
tration’s chief actuary pro-
jected that Trump’s recent
tax and spending megabill
could accelerate insolvency
for Social Security’s trust
funds.

ence to the president, as they
ransacked the building. Police
and Vucic’s supporters, who
have guarded the premises for
months, were absent from the
scene, according to AlJazeera.

In Belgrade, hundreds of
demonstrators clashed with
SNS supporters on one of the
capital’s main boulevards,
hurling flares and firecrack-
ersat each other. Police used
tear gas at multiple locations
to disperse crowds and sep-
arate the opposing groups.
Similar protests took place in
towns nationwide, Al Jazeera
reported.

Speaking to pro-govern-
ment Informer television,
Vucic vowed a crackdown on
what he called violent agita-
tors. “The state will win,” he
said, accusing protesters of

being “enemies of their own
country” and insisting, “I
think it is clear they did not
want peace and Gandhian
protests. There will be more
arrests.” He reiterated unsub-
stantiated claims that the un-
rest was orchestrated from
abroad.

Interior Minister Ivica Dacic
said that 47 people were ar-
rested during Wednesday’s
clashes, with about 80 civil-
ians and 27 police officers
injured. The night before,
gatherings were reported at
some 90 locations across the
country, he added.

The European Union’s Com-
missioner for Enlargement,
MartaKos, expressed concern
over the unrest, writingon X
that reports of violence were
“deeply concerning.”

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

The National Guard began
increasing its presence in
Washington on Thursday,
deploying troops to the Na-
tional Mall and Metro sta-
tions as President Donald
Trump’s federal takeover of
city crime-fighting opera-
tions takes shape, The Hill
reported.

Overnight, initial signs of
public resistance emerged
at a checkpoint that tempo-
rarily halted traffic on one of
the city’s main streets. The
White House said more
than 1,600 personnel were
involved in operations across
the city on Wednesday, mak-
ing 45 arrests, mostly of im-
migrants without perma-
nent legal status.

While the Guard’s pres-
ence was relatively small ear-
lier in the week, by Thursday
all roughly 800 Army and
Air National Guard troops
ordered by Trump had mo-
bilized for duty, Pentagon
officials confirmed.

“They will remain until law
and order has been restored
in the district as determined
by the president, standing as
the gatekeepers of our great
nation’s capital,” Depart-
ment of Defense press sec-
retary Kingsley Wilson told
reporters at the Pentagon.
She added that Guard mem-
bers will assist the D.C. Met-
ropolitan Police Department
and federal law enforcement
officers with “community
safety patrols,” protecting
monuments, federal facili-
ties and traffic control posts,
and “area beautification.”

“It’s a deterrent. It makes
people feel safe,” Kingsley
said.

According to The Hill,
Guard members have steadi-
ly increased their presence
since Monday evening. On
Thursday, troops were posi-

fiin

| ARARLERI

National Guard troops stand watch at Union Station near
the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Aug. 14, 2025, during the
expanded federal deployment. AP

tioned around the National
Malland Metro stops such as
Union Station, where tour-
ists stopped to take photos
of the vehicles and service
members standing in nearly
90-degree heat.

National Guard Bureau
spokesperson Maj. Micah
Maxwell told The Hill that
the deployment involves
two teams at the National
Mall and nearby Metro sta-
tions to maintain a continu-
ous 24-hour presence, with
plans to expand to additional
locations in the coming days.

“It will be a slow increase,
so I wouldn’t expect to see a
big increase of soldiers and
airmen across the city,” Max-
well said.

The Guard’s role is to sup-
port law enforcement. They
will not be armed and can-
not make arrests, though
they may temporarily de-
tain individuals until federal
agents arrive. “They will not
be arresting people,” Wilson
said. “They may temporar-
ily limit the movement of an
individual who has entered
arestricted or secured area
without permission.”

“The idea is that [the
Guard] allows the lead fed-
eral agencies then to take
their officer personnel to
some of the other high crime
areas to start addressing that
crime,” Maxwell added, The
Hill reported.

A mix of federal officers set
up a vehicle checkpoint on
14th Street NW on Wednes-
day night, drawing some
of the first public protests
against Trump’s announce-
ment. Protesters held signs
reading “Go home, fascists”
and “Get off our streets,” The
Associated Press reported.
Social media also showed
smaller acts of resistance,
including a man shouting
at National Guard members
near Union Station, film-
maker Ford Fischer shared.

Despite scattered op-
position, city leaders and
Congressional Democrats
face a delicate balance be-
tween pushing back against
Trump’s actions and ad-
dressing residents’ crime
concerns. While violent
crime in Washington is at a
30-year low, a Washington
Post poll last year found 65
percent of residents consid-
ered crime an “extremely
serious” or “very serious
problem.”

Mayor Muriel Bowser (D)
initially expressed cautious
support, saying, “The fact
that we have more law en-
forcement and presence in
neighborhoods, that may
be positive.” She later urged
residents to “jump in” to
“protect our city and to pro-
tect our autonomy” during
avirtual town hall, The Hill
reported.

Macron, Putin WlSh India on Independence Day

TDG NETWORK
PARIS

French President Emman-
uel Macron extended warm
greetings to India on the oc-
casion of its 79th Indepen-
dence Day.

In a post on X, @Em-
manuelMacron wrote,
“Warm congratulations to
the people of India on your
79th Independence Day!
I fondly recall welcoming
my friend @NarendraModi
to France in February, and
look forward to deepening
our strategic partnership
towards 2047 and beyond.”

Similarly, Russian Presi-

France’s President Emmanuel Macron welcomes India’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi before a meeting at the Elysée
Palace in Paris, May 4, 2022. REUTERS

dent Vladimir Putin sent
greetings to President Drou-
padi Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modion

the state holiday, the Rus-
sian Embassy in India said.

Inaposton X, the Russian
Embassy in India posted,

“Vladimir Putin sent greet-
ings to President of India
Droupadi Murmu and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the state holiday,
Independence Day.”

In his message, Presi-
dent Putin highlighted
India’s achievements, stat-
ing, “India has achieved
widely recognised success
in socio-economic, scien-
tific, technical, and other
fields. Your country enjoys
well-deserved respect on
the global stage and actively
contributes to addressing
key issues on the interna-
tional agenda.” He further
emphasised the value of the

bilateral relationship, say-
ing, “We highly value our
special, privileged strategic
partnership with India. Tam
confident that, through our
joint efforts, we will contin-
ue to expand constructive
bilateral cooperation across
multiple areas.” President
Putin added that this coop-
eration aligns with the inter-
ests of both nations’ peoples
and contributes to regional
and global security and sta-
bility. “This aligns fully with
the interests of our friendly
peoples and supports the
strengthening of security and
stability both regionally and
globally;” he said.

TRUMP’S DISCUSSIONS WITH PUTIN IN ALASKA: IS THERE A POSSIBILITY FOR THE WAR TO CONCLUDE?

his week, the atten-
tion of the global
community is fo-

cused on Alaska where
Trump and Putin would
discuss Russia-Ukraine
war and more. US Presi-
dent Trump has been ex-
pressing his belief that
his Russian counterpart,
Vladimir Putin, is prepared
to conclude Russia’s con-
flict with Ukraine, making
these remarks on the eve of
Friday’s summit between
the two leaders. However,
he has also announced
that achieving peace would
likely necessitate at least
a second meeting that in-
cludes Ukraine’s president.
Hence, it is highly unlikely
that a truce announcement
will be made following the
discussions between Pu-
tin and Trump on Friday.
This devastating war has
resulted in hundreds of
thousands of casualties and
extensive devastation for

both nations. Also, this war
has significantly impacted
the global economy and po-
litical landscape. The entire
world desires an end to the
war; however, to date, this
goal has not been realized.
It is quite interesting to
observe how Trump is en-
gaging with Putin regard-
ing the war issue on one
side, while simultaneously
imposing significant tariffs
on India and Brazil, accus-
ing them of indirectly sup-
porting Russia in the con-
flict by buying its oil and
gas. While he makes vari-
ous statements, including
those that are threatening
towards Putin, he seems to
overlook the fact that Pu-
tin has not surrendered to
NATO. Putin has outlined
his specific demands, which
encompass a written guar-
antee from both Ukraine
and NATO affirming that
Ukraine will not become a
member of NATO, and that
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the regions taken by Rus-
sia in Ukraine will be gov-
erned by Russia. In the past,
Russia and Ukraine have
engaged in three rounds
of talks in Istanbul; never-
theless, the issue regarding
the territories occupied by
Russia is still unresolved,
and a ceasefire has yet to be
announced.

On the other hand, Ukrai-
nian President Zelenskyy
has firmly rejected the no-
tion of conceding any cap-
tured territory to Russia.
He has concurrently met
with the German Chancel-
lor, and both he and his Eu-
ropean allies have escalated
their initiatives this week
to thwart any agreement
between the US and Rus-

sia that may arise from this
week’s summit in Alaska,
which could leave Ukraine
exposed to future assaults.
Trump has also speculated
about a potential second
meeting that would include
additional leaders.

Trump stated that a press
conference would take
place following the discus-
sions, although he did not
confirm or clarify whether
it would be a joint con-
ference. Additionally, he
mentioned in a previous
interview that there would
be ‘a give and take’ regard-
ing borders and territory.
Trump indicated that it
would be the responsibility
of Putin and Zelenskyy to
reach an agreement. Also,

On the other hand, Ukrainian
President Zelenskyy bas firmly
rejected the notion of conceding

any captured territory to Russia.

Trump has issued a warn-
ing to Putin, suggesting
that if he fails to adhere to
Trump’s guidance, he and
his nation will face signifi-
cant consequences.

Russia currently occu-
pies key strategic areas of
Ukraine, raising concerns
for Zelenskyy and Euro-
pean leaders that any agree-
ment might solidify these
territorial gains, thereby
rewarding Putin. Neverthe-
less, Putin’s concerns are
tied to Trump’s stipulations
that favour Ukraine. Hence,
there seems to be a situation
where there isa clearlack of
trust among all the parties
involved.

However, certain experts

have also asserted that al-
though the two leaders,
representing countries
that have been rivals for
an extended duration,
will primarily focus on the
Russia-Ukraine conflict,
they might also seek to
discuss issues that extend
beyond Ukraine, includ-
ing economic agreements
or cooperation in the Arc-
tic. On a larger scale, the
summit corresponds with
their belief that significant
powers should delineate
their own spheres of in-
fluence.

On one hand, Trump
is attempting to position
himself as a messenger of
peace; on the other hand,

he has once again extend-
ed an invitation to the
military chief of Pakistan,
Asif Munir, to ‘further
strengthen the ties’ be-
tween the two countries.
His previous invitation
was viewed in the context
of the ongoing US-Iran
conflict; however, the con-
tinuation of this invitation
not only casts a shadow
over the future of India-US
relations but also under-
mines Trump’s assertions
of combating terrorism
and states that sponsor it,
as it appears oxymoronic
for him to be normalizing
US relations with Pakistan
while claiming to fight
against terrorism, at the
same time. Trump aims to
strengthen its economic
relationship with Paki-
stan while discussions re-
garding a trade agreement
with India are currently
at a standstill. The US ad-
ministration has shown a

strong interest in boosting
partnerships with Paki-
stan, particularly in the
areas of essential minerals
and hydrocarbons, along-
side a renewed focus on
economic collaboration in
various emerging sectors.
This declaration was is-
sued in a message of con-
gratulations for Pakistan’s
Independence Day.

Trump has already ruined
the relations between India
and the US by imposing
hefty tariffs on India and if
this was not enough, by re-
ferring to India’s economy
as a ‘dead economy’ (which
is the world’s fastest grow-
ing economy!). While India
has taken it with a pinch of
salt and has started looking
for the alternatives, Trump
is forgetting where was
Osama found at the end of
the day!

The author is Professor, School
of International Studies, JNU
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BOLLYWOOD ACTORS WHO PLAYED ROLES
OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS ON BIG SCREEN

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Bollywood has time and
again remembered the
country's struggle for Inde-
pendence with its films of
the patriotic genre. Top ac-
tors like Aamir Khan, Ajay
Devgn, Kangana Ranaut,
Vicky Kaushal, and Shar-
man Joshi have also man-
aged to step into the shoes
of some great freedom fight-
ers and invoke patriotism on
the big screen.

As India observes its
79th Independence Day
this year, let's take a look
at some Bollywood actors
who have etched their
names in the history of
Indian cinema by their
powerful performances as
freedom fighters.

Ajay Devgn (Bhagat Singh

in The Legend of Bhagat
Singh)

While Bhagat Singh's life
and fearless role in India's
freedom movement have
largely influenced a lot of
films, it is Ajay Devgn's

portrayal of the character
that remains memorable to
date. Devgn impressed au-
diences with his strong per-
formance, offering a tribute
to Bhagat Singh's bravery
and sacrifice. The actor even
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went on to win the National
Film Award for Best Actor
for this role in 2002.

Aamir Khan (Mangal Pan-
dey in Mandal Pandey: The
Rising)

The Bollywood superstar
stepped into the shoes of
the Indian soldier in this
biographical war drama, set
during the Revolt of 1857. As
the titular character, Aamir
exuded immense power
and a rebellious spirit that
sparked the First War of In-
dependence. It was directed
by Ketan Mehta and also
starred Ranu Mukerji in the
prominent role.

Kangana Ranaut (Rani
Lakshmi Bai in Manikarni-
ka: The Queen of Jhansi)

Kangana Ranaut deliv-
ered a very powerful per-

formance as Rani Lakshmi

Bai in the historical drama.

Sunny Deol announces der 2’ release date

AGENCIES A While sharing the post-
MUMBAI er, the actor wrote, "Hin-

dustan ke liye ladenge....
The makers of Sunny Deol phir ek baar! (Will fight

starrer 'Border 2' have un-
veiled the first-look poster
and announced the release
of the film on the occasion
of the 79th Independence
Day today.

In a sincere tribute to In-
dia's bravehearts, Sunny
Deol shared the first-look
poster of his highly antici-
pated film 'Border 2'. The
film is slated to release in
the theatres worldwide on
January 22, 2026.

In the newly released
motion poster of 'Border
2', Sunny Deol is seen
wearing an Indian soldier

U
P DUTTA, NIDHI DUTTA ¢

uniform while holding a
bazooka in his hand. With
fierce intensity in his eyes,

the actor looks all ready
to channel the spirit of an
Indian soldier once more.

50 years of 'Sholay' and iconic dialogues

AGENCIES
MUMBAI

Ramesh Sippy's iconic film
'Sholay’ is regarded as one of
the greatest films of all time.
It starred legendary actors
such as Amitabh Bachchan,
Dharmendra, Sanjeev Ku-
mar, Hema Malini, Jaya
Bachchan and Amjad Khan,
among others.

Released on August 15,
1975, 'Sholay' turned into a
cult favourite in Indian cin-
ema, owing to its powerful
story, memorable characters,
iconic dialogues, and the ev-
ergreen songs like 'Yeh Dosti’,
'Mehbooba Mehbooba','Haa
Jab Tak Hai Jaan', 'Holi Ke
Din' and others.

The film's story focuses
on the fictitious Ramgarh
village, where retired po-
lice chief Thakur Baldev
Singh (Sanjeev Kumar)
plans to defeat the noto-
rious bandit, Gabbar Singh
(Amjad Khan), with the
help of Jai (Amitabh Bach-
chan) and Veeru (Dhar-
mendra). Upon arriving
in the village, the duo re-
alises the menace of Gab-
bar Singh and double on
the efforts to help Thakur.

Jaya Bachchan and Hema
Malini are seen playing Jai
and Veeru's love interests
as Basanti and Radha, re-
spectively.

Be it 'Kitne aadmi the?’,
'Basanti, in kutto ke samne
matnachna' or 'Bahut yarana
lagta hai', even decades after
its release, 'Sholay' dialogues
continue to resonate with

audiences, often used in
various contexts. As the
iconic film 'Sholay' cel-
ebrates its 50th anniver-
sary, let us look at some of
the timeless dialogue from
the film that continues to
enthral the audience even
today.

'Mujhe sirf Gabbar chahiye
zinda'

This is one of the memo-
rable Sholay dialogues. Spo-
ken by the character Thakur

Baldev Singh, portrayed by
Sanjeev Kumar.

'"Tumhara naam kya hai
basanti?'

This dialogue is said when
Basanti, played by Hema
Malini, is continuously chat-
ting with Veeru, portrayed by
Dharmendra; however, she
realises that he hasn't even
asked for her name. While

she mentions this, Jai, played
by Amitabh Bachchan, asks
this question.

'Kitne aadmi the?'

‘Who can forget this iconic
dialogue, which is often used
by people. This dialogue
is asked by Gabbar Singh,
played by Amjad Khan, af-
ter his gang has been defeat-
ed by Jaiand Veeru. Itisnow
part of the Indian lingo as a
popular slang, transcending
generations.

for India, one more time).
#Border2 hits theatres on
Jan 22,2026."

Directed by Anurag
Singh, 'Border 2' brings
together a powerful en-
semble led by Sunny Deol,
Varun Dhawan, Diljit
Dosanjh, Ahan Shetty,
Medha Rana, Mona Singh
and Sonam Bajwa with
production by Bhushan
Kumar and JP Dutta.

Speaking about the se-
quel to one of the most
loved Bollywood films,
'Border', producer
Bhushan Kumar said
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Nora Fatehi poses for her social media. (Instagram)
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PRAVEEN NAGDA

Cinephiles always have a
few choices when it comes
to their regular dose of en-
tertainment at the cinema.
Often they look for the
iconic hero, whom they’d
fan-followed for years, and

REVIEW: COOLIE ***=*

COOLIE

the sheer presence of that ac-
torin the filmisjust enough
for them to make their day,
while some look at the story
and storytelling, some look
at the music and melodies,
and some go into the finer
nuances of filmmaking.
Sometimes, the powerful
presence of aniconic person-
ality and their cult following
override the poor storytell-
ing and plots and still make
the film a hit. Itis sometimes
thelens with which the audi-
ence watches the film that
determines its destiny. In
my opinion, Lokesh Kana-
graj directed Coolie is going

to be one such film, where
peopleare going toflock only
for Rajinikanth and not for
the story.

Deva (Rajinikanth) is
chasing the person who
murdered his friend Ra-
jasekar (Sathyaraj), and in
the process ends up reliving
his past dealing with rogues
and rascals again. Rajasekar
lives with his three daugh-
ters, is found dead, suspected
of a cardiac arrest, and Deva
discovers the causeasthein-
flicted torture before death,
where the autopsy report
was fraudulently changed.
And that leads him to delv-
inginto the past of Rajasekar
and family, only to discover
the gory world of under-
world, blackmail, murders,

and a scientific discovery ofa

quick cremation chair land-

ing into the wrong hands.
Enter the antagonist Simon
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(Nagarjuna Akkineni), deal-
ing with the smuggling of
watches under the disguise
of import and export busi-

ness. Heisalsoa Kingpin of a
much larger scandalous and
illegal business of stealing
the hearts (by removing
surgically) of unsuspecting
targets from his own staff of
Coolies and then burning the
bodies into ashes, leaving no
trace via the quick cremation
chair. Before Rajasekar was
murdered, he would assist

the undercover cop turning
rogue, and his wife Kalyani
(Rachita Ram) turning into
afictitious fiancée of Simon’s
son Arjun (Kanna Ravi), a
customs officer who helps
his father’s business from
the outside.

While the film has a pow-
erful cast of Rajinikanth,
Nagarjuna Akkineni, and

pearances in the first half
and alarger exposure in the
later part of the film.
While many ideas were
planted in the first half of
the film, they didn’t seem
to have been explored fully
in the later part of the film.
The progression of the story
at many times seems discon-
nected from the previous

Simon, along withhisdaugh- Shruti Hassan, among plot, anditlooks like it is not
ter Preethi (Shruti Hassan), others including a cameo  patched together creatively
in executing this formoney.  of Aamir Khan, it'sthelove  enough for continuity.

Devajoins Preethyandre-  for the classic styles of the Rajini fans will get their
vives the act toinfiltratethe  septuagenarian Rajini, his  chills and thrills, but the
kingdomof Simon. Butthere ~ masculine maneuvers, his  weak story may disappoint
are many twists and turns,  piercing & high-pitchedac- many others.

many plots patched together
to create asequence and give
it the shape of a story that
doesn’t impress much. You
have Dayal (Soubin Shahir),

tion sequences, and cher-
ished dance moves keeps
the audience in a frenzy.
Nagarjuna too shines as a
villain in his occasional ap-

Praveen Nagda is Festival
Director of KidzCINEMA
and CultureCinema Film
Festivals
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SACRED
SATURN(8),
SATURDAY&
SHRIKRISHNA

SACRED PULSE
JYOTSNAA G BANSAL I

his year, Janmashta-
mi - Krishna’s
birthday- falls on a

Saturday (August 16, 2025)
—Saturn’s day in numerol-
ogy, resonating with the
vibration of 8. As Saturn’s
day, it carries the transfor-
mative energy of mystical 8,
making this Janmashtami
particularly powerful for
spiritual seekers.

The festival’s foundation
rests on Ashtami tithi of
Krishna Paksha in Bhadra-
pada month, when Krishna
was born at midnight under
Rohini Nakshatra around
3228 BCE. Krishna’s entire
life is like a magical puzzle
made of 8s!

THE ASHTAMI CON-
NECTION : THE
SIMPLE “8” STORY
EVERYONE KNOWS—
BUT RARELY COUNTS

Picture this: It’s a stormy

midnight around 5,000
years ago. Krishna chooses
to arrive on Ashtami - the
8th lunar day. Not the 7th,
not the 9th, but exactly the
8th. Krishna’s birth itself
carries the “8” signature.
The pattern is hard to miss.

® He is revered as the
eighthavat raof Vi h u

® Born as the eighth child
of Devak and Vasudeva,on
Astami, the eighth lunar day
of Krishna paksha of Bhad-
rapada month.

® Later, he had Ashta-
bharya (Eight principal
queens)— Rukmini, Saty-
abhama, Jambavati, Kalin-
di, Mitravinda, Nagnajiti,
Bhadra and Lakshmana.

® He had 80 sons (8+0=8)
from his eight queens.

® He had rescued 16,100
gopis from Narakasur
(1+6+1+0+0=8). (He married
them just to protect them
from Narakasur).
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® He lived for 125
years (1+2+5=8)

In Chaldean Numerology,
8 represents Saturn’s influ-
ence—the planet of karma,
discipline, hard work,
structure, responsibility,
justice, delayed but lasting
results and above all the
transformative power.

Saturday’s “8” energy is
about working hard, stay-
ing steady and trusting
timing with faith—very
practical.

Here’s what makes Krish-
nasorelatable - he managed
to be divine and mischie-
vousat the same time. The
number 8’s association with
material abundance bal-
anced by spiritual wisdom
perfectly resonates with
Krishna’s teachings -

Enjoy the world’s plea-
sures while remaining de-
tached

Achieve success through
disciplined action.

@ Krishna’s life mirrors

that arc: patient prepara-
tion, firm ethics, dharma

Think Long Term.

THE SATURDAY
TAKEAWAY

esusabeautiful
message - to

balance ma-
terial success

growth- work
hard, achieve
your dreams,

heart pure like
_ freshbutter.
Saturn asks
for maturity.
Krishna mod-
els joyful re-
sponsibility. So,
this Saturday cel-
ebrate at midnight, singing

“Hare Krishna Hare Krishna” :
: witha flute and a garland of
. fragrant flowers. Kali, on the
. other hand, embodies fierce
. energy and destruction, usu-
© ally depicted on cremation
: grounds or blood-soaked
: battlefields, surrounded by

with joy, devotion and mu-
sic. Then, carry the joy into
action the next morning.
One promise kept.
One habit started.
One person helped.
That’s numerology made

useful. May the magic of :
. ied kbadga (sword), a sev-
. ered demon head, a bowl of
: blood, with her fourth hand
* in abbaya mudra (signifying
: protection). While Krishna’s
Grandmaster, Crystals & :
: evenonionsand garlic, Kaliis
. often offered meat and alco-
Author, Researcher, Counselor.
: the one who resides in cre-

number 8 bring you infinite
joy and success.

Happy Janmashtami!
Fyotsnaa G Bansal is a Reiki

Spiritual Guide, Numerologist,
IKS & Vedic Learner & Seeker;

She bas presented Research pa-

pers atvarious Colleges & Uni-
. impure by Vaishnavas. She
: wears a garland of skulls—
ticles are published in Interna-
tional Journals & Magazines.
. for her lower garment. Com-
© paring the two, it's hard to

versities including DU, CSU.
Her Research Papers & Ar-

Contact her on 98113-43119
(WhatsApp only)

Number 8, ruled :
by Saturn, teach- :
: Ancient tantra texts declare
. that Krishna and Kali are
© oneand the same: Krishnaya
. Kalirupaya, Kalirupaya Krish-
with spiritual :
. who shines in the form of Kali,
: and to Kali who reveals berself
© inthe form of Krishna.”

but don’t for- :
get to keep your
. implying, Krishna is Kali
- and Kali is Krishna? At
: first glance, this idea seems
. contradictory. Krishna and
. Kali appear to be opposites:
: Krishnais calm, loving, and
. serene, typically seen in the
. company of Radha, gopis
: and gopas, cows, and birds—

S
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nave.— “Salutations to Krishna

Is it really possible that
Krishna and Kali are one—

adorned in colorful clothes,

corpses. She holds a blood-

followers avoid flesh, alcohol,

hol. Kaliis shmashanavasini’,

mation grounds, considered

‘mundamala vibhushitam’—
and a skirt of severed hands

imagine any unity at all.
Folklore recounts a story
where Krishna takes the
form of Kali. In Vraja, when-
ever Krishna would play his
flute at night, Radha would
sneak away to meet him.
Her husband Ayan once
set out to catch her. Krishna
instantly devised a plan, tell-

and fruit and pretend she
was immersed in worship.
Krishna then assumed the
form of Kali, Ayan’s family
goddess. When Ayan found
Radha, she appeared tobe in
devout worship of Kali, and
he left, satisfied.

g
R
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ing Radha to gather flowers

In Bengal traditions, this
icon—Krishna as Kali—
shows a deity with a bluish
hue and four arms: one hold-
ing the Khadga, Kali's weap-
on, another hand in abbaya
mudra, and the remaining
two holding Krishna’s flute,
standing in the tribbanga
pose, with a luminous face
and a protruding red tongue.
For nearly 500 years, this
magnificent and mesmeris-
ing form has been a unique
symbol of the confluence of
Vaishnava and Shakta sam-
pradayas. In Shyama Sangeet
and Baul traditions, both

forms are invoked together:
“Ye Krishna sei Kali, sei Kali
je Krishna” — The one who is
Krishna is also Kali, and Kali
berselfis Krishna too. Such lyr-
ics, still sung in rural court-
yards, temple festivals, and
devotional gatherings, show
how seamlessly Bengal’s de-
votional culture merges the
flute-player of Vraja with the
fierce mother of the crema-
tion grounds.
Tantric texts like Tantrara-
jatantra declare that Devi
Lalita herself took birth as
Krishna to enchant women.
The Kalivilasa Tantra de-
scribes Krishna as having
been born golden-skinned.
However, his skin turned
black—shyama—when he
was stirred by passion, sym-

The Inseparable Krishna-Kali

- The flute-player of Vraja and the fierce mother of cremation grounds

restored. The message for :
us: Go Steady, Build Strong, :

bolising the intimate connec-
tion between His divinity and
human nature. Bribadyoni
Tantra is even more symbol-
ic: Kali descended to Earth,
placed her yoni in the eye of
a peacock feather, and then
incarnated through Devaki’s
womb as Krishna. During his
lilas (divine play), Krishna
recognised the symbol of
yoni in the peacock feather,
plucked it, and wore it on his
head—a subtle reminder of
his inner connection to the
divine feminine. Thus, the
union of Krishna and Kali
becomes a metaphor for the
integration of masculine and
feminine, a cosmic balance
within all of us.

In Sanskrit, Kali (feminine)
and Kala (masculine) both
mean “time,” but also refer
to the cosmic force of life and
death as the endless cycle of
creation and destruction.
In Bhagavad Gita, Krishna
says, “Kalosmi loka-kshaya-
krit pravriddbo”—“I am time,
the great destroyer of worlds.”

Kali and Krishna share
dark complexions: Kali is
called “Shyama,” Krishna is
“Shyam.” It's a poetic remind-
er that the divine, whatever
form we worship, embraces
both ferocity and gentleness,
creation and destruction,
male and female. To recog-
nise the oneness of Krishna
and Kaliis to see beyond ap-
parent differences, into the
deeper harmony at the heart
of existence.

Deepam Chatterjee is an au-
thor, mythologist, speaker and
storyteller. His fascinating new
book Epic Kath bas come out
recently. You can reach bim at
deepamchatterjee@yaboo.co.in

Delhi’s ISKCON Dwarka to Mark
Janmashtami with Three-Day |
Festival from August 15

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Sri Sri Rukmini Dwarka-
dhish temple , also popu-
larly known as ISKCON
Dwarka will host its annual
Janmashtami celebrations
from August 15 to 17, with
organisers expecting over
ten lakh visitors. The pro-
gramme at the West Delhi
temple will feature devo-
tional music, cultural per-
formances, and traditional
rituals, culminating in
the birth anniversary of
ISKCON founder AC
Bhaktivedanta Swami
Srila Prabhupada.
The programme
will in-
clude
cultural
performances,
devotional music,
and religious ritu-
als. Highlights
include a dance
presentation by
Dr. Yasmin Singh’s
troupe, rock kirtans,
and a “Bhakti concert”
by celebrity child sing-
ers. An inter-school

theatre festival is also part
of the line-up.

The main day of worship,
August 16, will begin with
the Mangala Arti, followed
by Kalash Abhishekam,
Maha Abhishekam, and
the Midnight Maha Arti.
Devotees will be offered
prasadam, including a 200-
kg cake prepared for the
occasion. Organisers said
one lakh special bhogs will
be offered to Lord Krishna
during the festival. A water-
proof tent with
a capacity of

50,000 people

has been set

up in case of

rain.

“Janmashta-
miisnotjustacel-
ebration for devotees

but an opportu-
X nity for

people

> from
all

walks of
life to come

together in a
spirit of service and

devotion,” said Shri Gaur

Dwarka. “This year, we have

taken special care to ensure :
that every visitor, regardless :

of age or ability, can partici-
pate comfortably in the fes-
tivities,” he added.

Special facilities are being
arranged for elderly and
disabled visitors, including
separate queues, over 20
wheelchairs, and volunteer
assistance. Security will
involve more than 10,000
ISKCON volunteers, along
with Delhi Police and Civil
Defence teams.

The celebrations will con-
clude on August 17 with
Nand Utsav — marking
Krishna’s birth in Nanda’s
house — and the birth anni-
versary of ISKCON founder
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

events will include kirtans,
offerings, dancing, and
community meals.
Organisers say the scale
and arrangements this year
are intended to accommo-
date the growing number of
attendees, while ensuring
safety and accessibility.

© TDG NETWORK
© NEW DELH|

— The temple courtyard
. willbe filled with the aroma
. of Krishna’s favorite prasad

— Saffron laddoo, kewra

. barfi, saffron mohanthal,
. and kewra rasgulla

— Bhog thalis adorned

© with coriander panjiri, san-
: dal ghewar, and camphor
: laddoo

Shri Krishna Janmashta-

. mi is a festival where many
: types of fragrant dishes
. are offered as prasad to
. the Lord. Afterwards, this
. prasad is distributed among
. all devotees, who eagerly
© visit Krishna temples to

receive it. This year, during
the grand celebrations at
ISKCON Dwarka, a special
“Fragrant Prasad” will be
distributed.

This fragrant prasad will
include a variety of delica-

cies such as saffron laddoo,
rose churma, kewra barfi,
rose ghewar, sandal ghewar,
saffron kalakand, special
camphor laddoo, coriander
panjiri, cinnamon halwa,
kewra rasgulla, saffron

mohanthal, saffron gond
laddoo, dry fruit panjiri,
panchamrit prasad, gond
barfi, mewa paag, rose pan-
chmewa paag, coconut paag,
makhana dry fruit panjiri,
and more.

Khushboo Mataji, coordi-
nator of the prasad team,
explains that to enhance the
taste and appeal of sweets,
fragrant ingredients such
as sandalwood, camphor,
jasmine, and kewra are often
added. The Lord greatly en-
joys these aromas, which is
why his favorite fragrances
are used in preparing the
bhog sweets. It is said that
when Radha Rani cooked,
she never repeated the same

dish; she always offered a
variety of delicacies before
the Lord. While we may not
have Radha Rani’s culinary
skills, many kinds of bhog
are being prepared this
Janmashtami in ISKCON
Dwarka’s mega kitchen. The
preparation of these fragrant
dishes begins three to four
days before Janmashtami.
Fragrance also holds great
significance in the worship
of Lord Krishna. During the
morning rituals, the Lord is
offered perfumes to smell,
and at night, before resting,
his feet are massaged with
fragrant oils. This service
brings joy to devotees and
invites the Lord’s blessings.

: TDG NETWORK
© NEW DELHI

. Shriram Bharatiya Kala
: Kendra (SBKK), a pioneer
. in preserving and promot-
. ing Indian classical per-
. forming arts, presents the
: 49th edition of its iconic
: dance drama KRISHNA
: at Kamani Auditorium,
. New Delhi. This celebrated
¢ production traces the life
. of Lord Krishna—from his
. divine birth to his tran-
. scendental departure—
. interweaving mythology,
: music, and dance into a
: spiritually enriching expe-
: rience.

Srila Prabhupada. These :
: Shobha Deepak Singh and
: choreographed by Shri
. Shashidharan Nair with
. support from star dancer
: Shri Raj Kumar Sharma,
. KRISHNA blends Indian
: classical and folk styles
: with intricate costumes,
. traditional jewellery, sym-

Directed by Padma Shri

_,’,:.\\ ‘ i

SBKK Unveils 49th Edition of Iconic

Prabhu, Co-VP, Iskcon :

Dance Drama ‘KRISHNA

bolic animations, and a
soulful music score. The
narrative explores Krish-
na’s childhood in Gokul
and Vrindavan, his eter-
nal bond with Radha, his
role as a peacemaker in
the Mahabharata, and his
profound teachings in the
Bhagavad Gita.

This year, the Kendra
Dance Repertory welcomes
fresh talent alongside sea-
soned performers, ensur-
ing renewed vibrancy. In
line with the National Edu-
cation Policy 2020, SBKK
is also hosting special
school shows and interac-
tive workshops to inspire
young audiences.

For nearly five decades,
KRISHNA has captivated
generations with its time-
less messages of love, duty,
and truth—offering not just
a performance, but a cul-
tural and spiritual journey
that resonates deeply with
all who witness it.
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THE END OF NEEDINESS

MIKE GEORGE

re you a needy per-
son? Until we fully
ealise who we re-

ally are, and live our lives in
that understanding, we will
likely be ‘needy’ in the com-
pany of others. Neediness
is largely a subconscious
habit, deeply ingrained in
our personalities, that we
have created over time. It is
often conditioned early in
our lives by parents or the
absence of parents, or per-
haps some traumatic event.
It is an attempt to fill a hole
in our personality, or char-
acter, from the outside in,
when in fact it can only be
healed by internal realisa-
tion and experience.

There are always two
energies at play - the soul
(spiritual) and the body
(material). The soul has two
authentic needs, often seen
as purpose; to realise itself
and to be ‘useful’ to some-

one or something in this
material world. The soul, in
its early incarnations, had
no desires, because it was
fully realised. Gradually, as
we became more and more
focussed on the material
world, we began to develop
desires, many of which we
now attempt to justify as
needs.

Our body has basic needs
of food, water, and shelter,
for which the soul, as the
carer, is the supplier. As the
soul identifies more and
more with the body, believ-
ing itself to be the body, the
material desires gradually
increase. Also justified by
often calling them needs.
But do I really need a new
gadget if the old one is work-
ing perfectly well? Do I re-
ally need a new BMW if the
car I have is comfortable and
performing well? Do I need
or doIwant?

We eventually realise that
the healing and the free-
dom of the soul depends
on the ending of neediness
and the cessation of desire.
But it is a freedom that has
to be ‘felt’ deeply by the
self, through the realisation
that all I need is to be found
within. Summed up as; “I
am trapped in satisfying my
apparent neediness until I
don’t need”.

%

The most effective way to eliminate neediness is the practice of meditation.

e I need to be respected
until I realise my own
self-respect is intrinsic
to the self.

e I need to be at peace,
until I realise that peace
is my core nature, I am
peace.

e Ineed tobeaccepted as
I am until I realise that
self-acceptance frees
me from the neediness

of others’ acceptance.

I need learned beliefs
from others on which
to base my security and
stability until I realise
the truth for myself.
Belief is not the truth.
Truth cannot be cap-
tured by words and
concepts.

I need to be loved until
I realise that I am love.

I can only know that
when I give it, at all
times, in all ways.

I need company until
I realise I am perfectly
OK alone. Then the fear
of loneliness disappears.
‘We always have compa-
ny; in our own minds, or
with others. We all need
to spend time alone to
discover what is going

on inside. When being
with the self is enough,
we can be alone or with
others and remain free.
I need to be materially
successful until I realise
that my sense of self-
worth is not dependent
on how others see me.

I need to be and feel
humble. But real humil-
ity cannot be developed

The soul, in its early incarnations, bad
no desires, because it was fully realised.
Gradually, as we became more and
more focussed on the material world, we
began to develop desires, many of which
we now attempt to justify as needs.

as long as Iidentify with
my roles, position, and
belongings etc. thereby
creating the ego. When
the ego ceases, only then
can real humility arise.

e Ineed tobe the centre of
other people’s attention
until I have the realisa-
tion that self-esteem and
self-value arise from the
inside out.

e Ineed to have opinions
until there is the realisa-
tion that opinions are
simply points of view
that are constantly
changing. They are nei-
ther right nor wrong,
and never final, they are
just points of view. Don’t
get trapped in your own
opinion.

Everyone has some form
of neediness. The types and

levels simply vary from per-
son to person. They signify
adependency on something
from ‘outside in’ and there-
fore a vulnerability within
the consciousness. They
are not right or wrong,
good or bad, but serve as
obstacles on the path to self-
realisation and the internal
freedom that is the intrinsic
and original condition of
the soul. The most effective
way to raise awareness and
eliminate any neediness
is through the practice of
meditation and contempla-
tion.

Mike George is an author of 16
books on self-awareness, spiri-
tual intelligence, and personal
‘undevelopment’. To subscribe
to Clear Thinking, go to www.
relax7.com

Opening the door of the mind

(a!:»’r
k2

ANTHONY STRANO

We do not eliminate the prob-
lems and obstacles of our life just
by thinking about them. But, of
course, everything begins in my
own mind: how I see myself, how
I see others, and how I see life.
As my mind, so the vision of my
world. One of the first steps re-
quired in trying to understand
the philosophy of positive think-
ing is to have an open mind.

What prevents us from hav-
ing an open mind? Fear and bad
experiences of the past do not
allow us to be free - it is espe-
cially difficult to be open and to
communicate where there have
sometimes been bad experienc-
es with people. As we open our
minds and put aside our fears,
we are able to explore new ho-
rizons, directions, and insights.
The most important discovery is
the discovery of myself; of know-
ing myself, who I am and where
Iam going. I have to look inside,
at my inner world, and balance
it with my external world. This
opens the door to the inner jour-
ney. This is what meditation is
about.

Meditation helps me to refresh
my mind, and even to relax my
body. The biggest pollution is in
my mind; wasteful and negative
thinking. The other side of me is

-

Fear and bad experiences of the past do not allow us to have an open

mind.

The most important discovery is the
discovery of myself; of knowing myself;
who Iam andwbere I am going. I have

to look inside, at my inner world, and
balance it with my external world. This
opens the door to the inner journey.
This is what meditation is about.

pure and divine thinking. I can
think like a devil or like an angel.
What we try to do in meditation
is to collect the energy of our
thoughts, calm them down, and
start creating thoughts of qual-
ity; elevated spiritual thoughts.

Meditation is the science of un-
derstanding the energy of the
mind. This internal world of
feelings, thoughts, and aware-
ness is invisible, but when these
attributes of the mind are el-
evated, divine, on a higher level

of consciousness, the effects are
visible.

The whole point is to listen,
to observe, and experiment.
The deeper the experiment, the
more authentic is my experience.
When we are in silence, we are
able to communicate with the
self, able to concentrate and
delve deeply into the self. What
we need so much now is to slow
down our thinking. That slow-
ing down makes the silence very
creative and positive, and conse-
quently my actions will be like-
wise. I need to practise holding
a positive thought, polish that
thought, and refine it.

Meditation is the key to unlock-
ing peace, love, and truth - the
resources of my eternal self.

The late Anthony Strano was an au-
thor and Rajyoga teacher with the
Brabma Kumaris.

Step out
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B.K. GEETA

Everyone wants to live a happy
life and create a better future
for themselves. Having the fun-
damental resources, such as
good health, a sound mind, and
adequate wealth, helps in this.
But often people who seem-
ingly have everything, lead an
unhappy existence. Self-doubt,
excessive focus on their short-
comings, and guilt and shame
over past mistakes warp their
self-perception, trapping them
in a cycle of gloomy thoughts.

Self-doubt paralyses us by
causing hesitation and over-
thinking, making it difficult to
take decisive action. Even when
we get ourselves to act, self-
doubt whispers that our efforts
will not be enough, leading us
to give up prematurely. We may
avoid challenging situations or
opportunities altogether, which
limits our growth.

Fixating on our weaknesses
skews our self-image and we

of the shadow of the past

see ourselves as inadequate. It
also feeds our insecurity, which
then confirms our negative self-
beliefs. But it is remaining stuck
in the past that probably does the
most damage. Guilt and shame
tie our identity to our worst mo-
ments. When we are held hos-
tage by the past, our memories,
emotions, and the resultant be-
liefs prevent us from fully engag-
ing with the present or imagin-
ing a different future.

The paradox is that self-im-
provement often starts not with
self-criticism, but with accep-
tance. We cannot shame our-
selves into wholeness. Mistakes
and flaws are not evidence of
worthlessness; they are a part of
being human. Many great indi-
viduals we hold in high esteem
were not born virtuous or con-
fident — they became that way,
through inner conflict, humility,
and resolve.

Mahatma Gandhi was a shy,
self-conscious youth. As a law-
yer in South Africa, he was so
nervous during his first court
case that he fled the courtroom.
He constantly questioned his
worth and struggled with guilt
over his personal failings. But
through spiritual reflection, hu-
mility, and active resistance to
injustice, he redefined himself,
ultimately becoming a global
symbol of nonviolent resistance
who led India to freedom from
British colonial rule.

B

Self-improvement often starts not with self-criticism, but with acceptance.

Similarly, Abraham Lincoln
battled lifelong depression and
was filled with self-doubt. He
failed in business, lost several
elections, and once wrote that
he was the most miserable man
alive. However, he channelled
his introspection into empathy,
resilience, and moral clarity. His
humility made him amenable
to consensus. He led the United
States through its civil war, was
instrumental in the abolition of
slavery in America, and is now
one of the most revered US presi-
dents.

What these stories teach us is

that when we work on ourselves
with honesty, kindness, and pa-
tience, we can achieve meaning-
ful and sustainable healing and
growth.

We can start by speaking to
ourselves like a friend: Would we
say what we say to ourselves to
someone we care about? When
we catch ourselves thinking, “I
failed, therefore I am a failure,”
we can instead think, “This did
not go well — what can I learn
from it?”

Forgiveness is essential to heal-
ing. It is not about excusing harm
or forgetting the past, but we can

choose not to carry the emotion-
al burden of guilt or resentment
forever.

Self-compassion and forgive-
ness work as emollients, reduc-
ing the pain carried from the
past. But to turn our life around,
meditation comes in handy.

Meditation, which involves
creating positive, empowering
thoughts about the self — not ar-
tificial or forced, but gentle, with
faith and self-belief — calms the
mind and brings mental clarity.
That helps us see the stories of
the past from a different perspec-
tive — including one of growth,

and resilience. It also trains us
to live in the present, not in past
regrets or future fears. Regular
practice of meditation leads to
better focus and fewer distract-
ing thoughts. Focus enables us
to process information deeply,
improving understanding and
memory. We are able to do more
in less time, with fewer mistakes.
Overthinking and anxiety are
curbed, and we become less
reactive. With the number of
thoughts reduced, there is great-
er mental space for creative ideas
to emerge. In addition, a de-clut-
tered mind discerns and makes
decisions more accurately.

When the quality of our think-
ing changes, so does our expe-
rience of life. A stronger mind
develops confidence, which
removes the defeatism and infe-
rior feelings of the past. A huge
burden is lifted off the mind
when we realise that many of the
things we used to agonise over
and torment ourselves with, are
mere trifles. Our enhanced self-
assurance brings the courage
and willingness to step outside
self-imposed limits and explore
new possibilities, which opens
further avenues for growth. In
effect, the fresh outlook gained
from meditation becomes a step-
ping stone to a new life.

B.K. Geeta is a Rajyoga teacher at
the Brabma Kumaris beadquarters
in Abu Road, Rajasthan.

A
THOUGHT
FOR TODAY

Beware of telling
stories about other
people that let me off
the hook. When I take
100 per cent responsi-
bility for myself, I can
see that my life has
been my creation. The
choices I made - to get
involved, not get in-
volved, to stay, to leave
- have created my life
as it is. No one else is
toblame. To tell stories
about others is to hide
from taking responsi-
bility for my choices.
Today let me be honest
with myself and shape
my life truthfully.
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ANANDKUMAR WINS INDIA'S FIRST-EVER
MEDAL IN ROLLER SKATING AT WORLD GAMES Cincinnati Open semis

TDG NETWORK
CHENGDU

ndia’s Anandkumar
IVelkumar scripted his-
tory after clinching a
bronze medal in the men’s
1000m sprint inline speed
skating track event at the
World Games 2025 in
Chengdu, People’s Repub-
lic of China, on Friday.
The 22-year-old Indian
skater clocked 1:22.482s to
breeze past Switzerland’s
Livio Wenger to take away
the final spot on the podi-
um by a mere O.1 seconds.
Spain’s Jhoan Sebastian

Indian skater Anandkumar Velkumar

Guzman Bitar struck gold
with a timing of 1:22.288s
while Colombia’s Jhon

Edwar Tascon Holguin
was forced to settle for sil-
ver despite a faster run of

1:21.846s.

The Colombian was
slapped with a reduced
rank. In the context of
speed skating or roller skat-
ing competitions, “reduced
rank” refers to a ranking
adjustment applied to a
skater due to a penalty, dis-
qualification in a heat or in-
ability to complete a race as
intended.

Velkumar’s podium finish
marked India’s first medal
in roller skating at the
World Games. Overall, in
the ongoing edition of the
World Games, Velkumar’s

triumph added a third
medal to India’s tally.

The 22-year-old has de-
veloped an appetite for
making skating history for
India on the global stage. In
2021, he became the first
Indian to secure a World
Championships medal
after claiming a silver in
the junior men’s 15000m
elimination race in Ibague,
Colombia.

Velkumar was also part of
the Indian team which won
abronze medal in the men’s
3000m event at the 2023
Asian Games in Hangzhou.

Manu to lead India’s charge at Asian Shooting Championship

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Two-time Olympic medalist
Manu Bhaker will lead India’s
campaign at the Asian Shoot-
ing Championship 2025,
which begins on Saturday and
culminates on August 30 at
the Shymkent Shooting Plaza
in Kazakhstan.

As many as 734 shooters
from 28 countries will compete
in Kazakhstan. India has sent
the largest contingent, com-
prising 164 shooters across
senior and junior events, ac-
cording to Olympics.com.

In 15 events at the Asian
competition, the Indian senior
shooting team has 35 members
vying for medals. Additionally,
Indian shooters will partici-
pate in the youth competition.

Manu Bhaker will join the
women’s 10m air pistol and
25m pistol competitions. In the
2023 Asian Shooting Champi-

onship in the Republic of Ko-
rea, she was a member of the
women’s 25-meter pistol team
that won silver.

The Indian shooter, follow-
ing up after an incredible Paris
2024 campaign which saw her
bag two Olympic medals, has
had amuted 2025 season with
a 10m pistol silver medal at
the Lima leg of the ISSF World
Cup as her best accomplish-
ment this year.

India finished third after
securing a total of 19 medals,
including six gold, eight silver
and five bronze at the Asian
Shooting Championships in
2023.Asian Shooting Cham-
pionship 2025:

INDIAN SHOOTING
SQUAD
MEN

10m Air Rifle: Arjun Babuta,
Kiran Ankush Jadhav, Parth
Rakesh Mane, Smit Moradiya,
Rudrankksh Patil, Akhil Sheo-

ran, Chain Singh, Aishwary
Pratap Singh Tomar

50m Rifle 3 Positions: Babu
Singh Panwar, Kiran Ankush
Jadhav, Akhil Sheoran, Chain
Singh, Aishwary Pratap Singh
Tomar

50m Rifle Prone: Goldi Gur-
jar, Akash Kumar Ravidas,
Samarvir Singh, Surya Deep
Singh

10m Air Pistol: Anmol Jain,
Aditya Malra, Amit Sharma,
Saurabh Chaudhary, Inder
Singh Suruchi, Varun Tomar

25m Rapid Fire Pistol: Anish

Chennai Grand Masters: Vincent
seals title with a round to spare

AGENCIES
CHENNAI

Vincent Keymer completed
a landmark triumph at the
Chennai Grand Masters
2025, securing the title with
around to spare and becom-
ing the first sole champion in
the tournament’s history. The
20-year-old German, play-
ing white, drew his match
against Dutchman Jordan
van Foreest, while results
elsewhere confirmed his
tournament victory.

Keymer’s dominance over
a star-studded field also cat-
apulted him into the world’s
Top 10 on the live rating
list, underlining his arrival
among the game’s elite.

Now in its third year, Chen-
nai Grand Masters 2025is In-
dia’s strongest classical chess
event. Organised by MGD],
it features two elite 10-player
round-robin sections--Mas-
ters and Challengers--across
nine rounds in nine days.
With a Rs 1 crore prize pool,
the Masters winner earns
Rs 25 Lakhs, the Challeng-
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ers winner Rs 7 lakh and a
coveted 2026 Masters berth.
The event also offers FIDE
Circuit points, with the Mas-
ters champion securing 24.5
toward the 2026 Candidates
qualification.

Speaking on his victory,
Keymer said, “I am very
happy with the tournament.
Winning my games in the
first rounds made me self-
confident and helped me to
be focused, concentrated,
and calm. Entering the top
10 in live rating is a milestone
I have wanted to reach for a
long time, and I am very glad
that the hard work finally
paid off.”

“Winning the tournament
and breaking into the Top
10 at the same time is fantas-

tic for me and truly special.
However, the tournament
will continue tomorrow. That
is why I prefer to remain fo-
cused and keep the tension
for the last round. Winning
the tournament is a fantastic
achievement, but I also really
want to stay in the Top 10,
meaning either drawing or
winning tomorrow’s game,”
he added.

Elsewhere in the Masters,
all five games ended in draws,
arare full split that keeps the
race for second and third
wide open heading into the fi-
nalround. Arjun Erigaisi and
Karthikeyan Murali-playing
each other on day 9-remain in
contention alongside several
close pursuers, with every
half-point on the final day set
to carry weighty implications
for both the standings and
crucial FIDE rating gains.

In the Challengers, GM
Pranesh M tightened his
grip on the leaderboard
with a crucial win over GM
Harika Dronavalli, taking a
half-point lead (6.5) into the
final day.

Anish, Neeraj Kumar, Bhavesh
Shekhawat, Pradeep Singh
Shekhawat, Adarsh Singh

25m Standard Pistol: Aman-
preet Singh, Harsh Gupta,
Udhayveer Sidhu, Gurpreet
Singh

25m Centre Fire Pistol:
Amanpreet Singh, Ankur
Goel, Rajkanwar Singh Sand-
hu, Gurgaven Singh Sidhu,
Gurpreet Singh

50m Pistol: Ram Babu,
Amanpreet Singh, Vikram
Jagannath Shinde, Ravinder
Singh, Yogesh Kumar

Trap: Kynan Chenai, Lak-
shay Lakshay, Vivaan Kapoor,
Bhowneesh Mendiratta, Fahd
Sultan

Skeet: Angad Vir Singh Ba-
jwa, Bhavtegh Singh Gill, An-
ant Jeet Singh Naruka, Abhay
Singh Sekhon

Double Trap: Harshvardhan
Kaviya, Ankur Mittal, Shaikh
Mohsin, Bhanu Pratap Singh

WOMEN
10m Air Rifle: Mehuli
Ghosh, Arya Borse, Sonam Ut-

tam Maskar, Anjum Moudgil,
Ananya Naidu, Elavenil Va-
larivan

50m Rifle 3 Positions: Aad-
hya Agrawal, Ashi Chouk-
sey, Mehuli Ghosh, Anjum
Moudgil, Shriyanka Sadangi,
Sift Kaur Samra

50m Rifle Prone: Manini
Kaushik, Vidarsa Kochalum-
kal Vinod, Sift Kaur Samra,
Surabhi Bharadwaj Rapole,
Tejaswini Sawant

Aditi lies 32nd,
Gurleen tied
second in LPGA

TDG NETWORK
PORTLAND

Indian golfer Aditi Ashok
produced four birdies in
arow towards the end of
her first round to make
a solid start at The Stan-
dard Portland Classic.
She shot 3-under 69 and
was Tied-32nd.

Four pars at the start
from the 10th were fol-
lowed by a birdie on the
14th and then bogeys on
the 18th and the third
at which point she was
1-over. Then came a bird-
ie run with four in a row
from fifth to the eighth for
a 3-under 69.

Two-time champion
Brooke Henderson bird-
ied all four par-5Sholes for
a 7-under 65 and was a
stroke behind first-round
leader Adela Cernousek.

Henderson is tied sec-
ond with four others
including Gurleen Kaur,

a first generation Indian-
American. The others are
China’s Miranda Wang,
Koreans Jeongeun Lee5
and Sung Hyun Park,
all of whom shot 65 like
Henderson.

The 25-year-old Gurleen
played the 2021 US Wom-
en’s Open and made the
cut. She turned pro in
2022 and played Epson
Tour and came to LPGA
in 2024. Starting on the
10th, Gurleen had eight
birdies including five in
a seven-hole stretch be-
tween the second and he
eighth.

Canadian Savannah
Grewal, who has roots in
India, was T-32.

Leader Cernousek shot
a 65 in the final group of
the day off the 10th tee.
The 22-year-old French-
woman played her final
nine holes in 7-under 29
— highlighted by an eagle
on No. 7.

Mysuru Open 2025: Yuvraj dominates round three

AGENCIES
MYSURU

Yuvraj Sandhu dominated
the proceedings on day three
with a phenomenal eight-
under 62, highlighted by two
eagles, to extend his lead to
three shots at the Rs 1 crore
Mysuru Open 2025.

A confident-looking Yuvraj,
the leader from round one
onwards, moved his total to
an imposing 22-under 188.
Chandigarh-based Sandhu
(61-65-62), the current PGTI
Order of Merit leader, is now
staring at his third PGTI title
of the season.

Jamal Hossain (62-65-64)
of Bangladesh posted a 64
despite missing some crucial
putts to continue in second
place for the third straight

| o
day as his total read 19-under
191.

Delhi golfer Arjun Prasad
also carded a 64 to move into
sole third place at a total of
18-under192 on another over-
cast day.

Chandigarh’s Karandeep
Kochhar matched Yuvraj’s
first round tournament low
of 61 to zoom 11 spots to tied
fourth place at 17-under 193.

Kochhar’s round featured an
eagle and seven birdies.

Italy’s Michele Ortolani
(63), who fired two eagles on
Thursday, also closed the day
in joint fourth position.

P Prabhu and Dhruv Bo-
panna, the two Mysuru-
based professionals who
made the cut, were placed tied
47th at six-under 204.

Yuvraj Sandhu began the

day by dropping his first bo-
gey of the week on the second.
However, Yuvraj came roar-
ing back with two birdies and
two eagles on the front nine.
Sandhu landed his tee shot
within two feet of the pin on
the Par-4 seventh to pick up
his first eagle, while for his
next eagle on the Par-5 ninth,
Yuvraj landed his approach
within three feet of the flag.
The 28-year-old Sandhu,
an international winner, then
produced five consecutive
birdies from the 10th through
the 14th thanks to all aspects
of his game coming together.
At that stage Yuvraj enjoyed a
commanding five-shot lead.
However, he had a horrid last
four holes where he made
three bogeys in exchange for
abirdie that reduced his lead.

Yuvraj said, “I was playing
in a different mental zone to-
day, as was evident from my
scoring between the seventh
and the 14th. I was really en-
joying myself out there. It’s
the kind of zone that golfers
often strive to get into. My
calm and relaxed demean-
our and confidence on the
course is a direct reflection
of the grind that I put myself
through during the off-sea-
son by pushing myself to the
limit. I feel that it shows in my
confidence when I turn up to
play a tournament.”

Jamal Hossain accumulated
five birdies over the first 11
holes but then missed some
opportunities on the greens
as he could only manage two
birdies and a bogey over the
next seven holes.

Sinner vs Atmane at

TDG NETWORK

CINCINNATI

The world number 136
Terence Atmane contin-
ued his brilliant giant-
killing run, while world
number one Jannik Sinner
also delivered a dominant
performance to reach the
semifinals of the ongoing
Cincinnati Open on Friday.

Just a day after toppling
American star Taylor Fritz,
the French qualifier pro-
duced another stunning
win over a top-10-ranked
talent, Holger Rune by 6-2,
6-3 to reach his first-ever
ATP Masters 1000 semi-
final and set up an excit-
ing clash with top-ranked
Sinner.

On the other hand, Sin-
ner continued his grass
court win streak with a
brilliant victory over Felix
Auger-Aliassime to reach
the semifinals.

The defending champion
had lost both of his previ-
ous matches to Felix, win-
ning just one set, but both
of these defeats had come
three years back, way be-
fore Sinner had reached
the top 10 in the ATP
Rankings. Now, Sinner
produced a clutch perfor-
mance, reminding fans of
his evolution and maturity,
beating Felix by 6-0, 6-2.

Speaking after his win,
Atmane said, as quoted by
the ATP official website, “T
do not think any words can
describe how I feel right
now. It is pretty insane to
be honest. I cannot believe
it. Being here in the semi-
finals of a Masters 1000,

breaking into the Top 100

lose, that is the advantage

On the other hand, Sinner continued
bis grass courtwin streak with a
brilliant victory over Felix Auger-
Aliassime to reach the semifinals.

and even more with the
win tonight -- it is also a
lot of money for me, so it
is going to be very helpful
for my career. It meansa lot
to me. I am very emotional
about it.”

Atmane fired 14 winners
with his forehand and dis-
played his all-court athleti-
cism in a one-hour, 13-min-
ute win.

He entered the tourna-
ment with a poor record
of one win and four losses
this season and is now up
67 places to world number
69 in the ATP Rankings.

Speaking on his emotions
after the win over Fritz, the
French player said that he
could not sleep after that.

“I was just trying to be
myself on court, trying to
enjoy it as much as I can
because I have nothing to

I have of being the under-
dog here, coming from the
qualies. I think this is go-
ing to give me a lot of con-
fidence for the rest of the
year and in my career in
general,” he added.

Speaking after his match,
Sinner said, “I felt that I
was returning very well
today. I had a small drop
in the second set when he
broke me. It could have
been a small change, but I
am happy I broke him back
quite early.”

“He (Felix) is a very dif-
ficult opponent because he
serves well, and he moves
well. Physically in incred-
ible shape and hits the fore-
hand very well. But we pre-
pared in the best way, also
tactically, and I felt like
today I was playing some
great tennis,” he added.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Olympian Ankita Dhyani
broke the women’s 2000m
steeplechase national record
while winning gold at the
Grand Slam Jerusalem athletics
meet in Israel.The 23-year-old
Ankita clocked 6-minute 13.92
seconds to better the previous
national mark of 6:14.38, held
by Parul Chaudhary. With the
ranking points she earned from
the win on Thursday, Ankita
boosted her chances of quali-
fying for 3000m steeplechase
for the World Championships
in Tokyo next month through

Ankita Dhyani breaks women’s
2000m steeplechase record

world ranking quota.”Yes, un-
der the rules, the performance
0f 2000m steeplechase will be
counted for world ranking pur-
poses in 3000m steeplechase

for the World Championships
in Tokyo. It is an existing rule,”
Indian athletics head coach
Radhakrishnan Nair told PTL.
The Grand Slam Jerusalem is
a World Athletics Continen-
tal Tour silver level (Category
B) event. Israel’s Adva Cohen
and Denmark’s Juliane Hvid
finished second and third after
clocking 6:15.20 and 6:17.80
respectively. Ankita secured
a silver medal in the 3000m
steeplechase race at the World
University Games last month,
where she clocked a personal
best time of 9:31.99. She took
part in the women’s S000m at
the 2024 Olympics.

Hockey India: C’garh, U’khand
register wins on day 3

AGENCIES
JALANDHAR

Day 3 of the 15th Hockey India
Junior Men National Cham-
pionship featured Division ‘B’

matches where Hockey Chan-
digarh and Hockey Uttara-
khand won their fixtures while
Hockey Himachal and Jammu
and Kashmir settled for a draw
in Jalandhar, Punjab.
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The day began with the
Division ‘B’ match between
Hockey Himachal and Jam-
mu & Kashmir, which ended
in a 5-5 draw as both sides
shared a point.

TABLE TENNIS

LACIF

#WTTYout) -

Sathiyan Gnanasekaran clinched the WTT Feeder Vientiane title, defeating Japan’s
Ryoichi Yoshiyama 3-0 in the Men’s Singles final. (X)




