
Agni-5 at a Glance

n	 Nuclear-capable 
intercontinental bal-
listic missile (ICBM)

n	 Range: Over 5,000 
km (upgradable to 
7,500 km)

n	 Developed by DRDO, 
tested under Stra-
tegic Forces Com-
mand

n	 Can carry up to three 
nuclear warheads 
simultaneously

n	 Equipped with Mul-
tiple Independently 
Targetable Re-entry 
Vehicle (MIRV) tech-
nology

n	 First MIRVed test 
conducted on 11 
March 2024 from 
Kalpakkam

n	 Future variants to 
feature bunker-
buster strike capa-
bility

J&K Reorganisation
(Amendment) Bill, 2025

n	 Introduced by Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
in Lok Sabha.

n	 Amends Section 54 of the 2019 Act.
n	 Provides a legal framework to remove the Chief 

Minister or Ministers if arrested or detained on 
serious criminal charges.

Shah’s 3-Point Plan in the Bills

n	 No governing from jail: Prime Ministers, Chief 
Ministers, or Ministers under arrest cannot con-
tinue in office.

n	 30-day rule: If bail is not secured within 30 days 
of arrest, leaders are automatically disqualified.

n	 Reinstatement on bail: If released on bail later, 
they may resume their position.

Rahul warns 
of political 
unrest in 
Bihar

Agnihotri 
claims threats 
over ‘The 
Bengal Files’

16
Asian Shooting 
C’ship: India wins 
2 gold, 3 silver

11
Israel to mobilize tens of 
thousands of reservists for 
expanded Gaza ops

2
‘Draconian law’: 
Venugopal on Constitution 
Amendment Bill

Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha and Congress MP 
Rahul Gandhi on Wednes-
day warned of growing po-
litical unrest in Bihar ahead 
of the upcoming state elec-
tions, accusing the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) of at-
tempting to “steal elections” 
across multiple states.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, Gandhi claimed 
a “fire” of discontent was 

Filmmaker Vivek Ranjan 
Agnihotri on Wednesday 
claimed that he and his 
family have received threats 
ahead of the release of his 
upcoming film The Bengal 
Files.

Speaking to ANI, Ag-
nihotri said his daughter 
and son had been targeted 
online, while his family, 
including his wife, faced 
intimidation. “After the re-
lease of The Kashmir Files, 
three fatwas were issued 
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The Congress-led INDIA 
bloc is mounting a fierce 
campaign against Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar, 
even considering an im-
peachment motion over 
allegations of voter fraud 
and perceived bias towards 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP).

Kumar has come under 
sharp attack from op-
position leaders after he 
challenged Leader of Op-
position Rahul Gandhi—
without naming him di-
rectly—to either submit an 

affidavit or apologise for 
his repeated claims of “vote 
chori” in states such as Kar-
nataka, Maharashtra, and 
Haryana.

The opposition’s offensive 
against the Election Com-
mission in general, and 

Kumar in particular, has 
revived memories of 2009. 
At the time, the Congress 
was in power at the Centre 
and election commissioner 
Naveen Chawla, who later 
became the CEC, faced an 
unprecedented attempt by 
his immediate superior, 
CEC N. Gopalaswami, to 
remove him over alleged 
proximity to the Congress 
leadership.

The 2009 general elec-
tions, conducted in five 
phases beginning 16 April, 
were overseen by Chawla 
and unfolded against the 
backdrop of the 26/11 Mum-
bai terror attacks, which 

The Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day passed The Promotion 
and Regulation of Online 
Gaming Bill, 2025, seeking 
to promote e-sports and 
online social games while 
imposing a complete ban on 
online money gaming.

The legislation prohibits 
the offering, operation, fa-
cilitation, and advertising 
of online money games, 
regardless of whether they 
are based on skill, chance, 
or both. It also bars financial 
transactions linked to such 
games. Service providers, 

advertisers, promoters, and 
financiers face stringent 
penalties, while players 
themselves will not be pun-
ished.

Union Electronics and IT 
Minister Ashwini Vaish-

naw, piloting the Bill, said 
the government had priori-
tised societal welfare over 
industry revenues. “Our 
Prime Minister has always 
chosen society. Never have 

External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar on Wednes-
day began his official visit 
to Moscow, where he met 
leading Russian scholars 
and think tank represen-
tatives to discuss bilateral 
ties, global geopolitics, and 
India’s strategic outlook.

Jaishankar, who arrived 
in Moscow on Tuesday eve-
ning, will co-chair the 26th 
session of the India-Russia 

Inter-Governmental Com-
mission on Trade, Econom-
ic, Scientific, Technological 
and Cultural Cooperation 
(IRIGC-TEC) with First 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Denis Manturov. He is also 
scheduled to hold talks with 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov and address 
the India-Russia Business 
Forum. The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs said the visit 
reflects efforts to strengthen 
the “Special and Privileged 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will visit Bihar and 
West Bengal on 22 August to 
inaugurate and lay the foun-
dation stone of development 
projects valued at more than 
Rs. 18,000 crore, the Prime 
Minister’s Office said on 
Wednesday.

In Bihar, Modi will launch 
projects worth nearly Rs. 
13,000 crore at a public 
event in Gaya, where he 
will also flag off two trains 
and address a gathering. He 
will inaugurate the 8.15-km 
Aunta–Simaria bridge on 
NH-31, including a 1.86-
km six-lane bridge over 
the Ganga built at a cost of 
over ₹1,870 crore. The new 
bridge will ease traffic, cut 
detours of more than 100 
km for heavy vehicles, and 
boost connectivity between 
north and south Bihar.

Other major projects in 
Bihar include the four-lane 

Bakhtiyarpur–Mokama 
section of NH-31, the Buxar 
Thermal Power Plant (Rs. 
6,880 crore), the Homi 
Bhabha Cancer Hospital & 
Research Centre in Muzaf-
farpur, and sewerage and 
urban infrastructure proj-
ects under Namami Gange 
and AMRUT 2.0. Modi 
will also hand over sym-
bolic keys to beneficiaries of 
PMAY-Gramin and PMAY-
Urban housing schemes.

In West Bengal, the Prime 
Minister will inaugurate 
and lay the foundation 
stone of projects worth over 
Rs. 5,200 crore. At 4:15 pm, 
he will flag off metro ser-

India on Wednesday suc-
cessfully test-fired its 
nuclear-capable Interme-
diate Range Ballistic Mis-
sile (IRBM) Agni-5 from 
the Integrated Test Range 
(ITR) at Chandipur in Odi-
sha, the Ministry of Defence 
confirmed.

The launch, carried out 
under the Strategic Forces 
Command, validated all 
operational and technical 
parameters, reaffirming 
the missile’s reliability and 
accuracy. Defence officials 
said the test was part of rou-
tine user trials to ensure the 

system’s readiness.
Developed by the Defence 

Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO), 

Agni-5 is one of India’s 
most advanced long-range 
missiles, capable of strik-
ing targets beyond 5,000 
kilometres. It is equipped 
with modern navigation, 
guidance, propulsion and 
warhead technologies, sig-
nificantly strengthening 
India’s strategic deterrence.

The Ministry of Defence 
said the successful test reaf-
firmed the country’s com-
mitment to maintaining a 
credible minimum deter-
rence posture and high-
lighted the preparedness of 
its armed forces.

Agni-5 is a land-based in-
tercontinental ballistic mis-

Rekha Gupta vows stronger 
return after Civil Lines attack

Shadow of Chawla looms as 
Congress targets CEC Kumar

Lok Sabha clears Bill to ban 
online money games

India, Russia push 
trade ties as US 
raises tariffs

Bihar, Bengal set for 
mega infra projects 
worth Rs. 18,000 cr

India successfully test-fires nuclear-
capable Agni-5 missile in Chandipur

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Wednesday de-
scribed the attack on her 
during a public hearing as 
a “cowardly attempt” to de-
rail her work for the people, 
even as police revealed that 
the accused, identified as 
Rajesh Khimji of Gujarat, is 
a serial offender with mul-
tiple cases registered against 
him.

The incident took place 
during a Jan Sunwai at 
her Civil Lines camp office, 
when Khimji allegedly at-
tempted to assault the Chief 
Minister. He was swiftly 
overpowered and arrested. 
A case under Section 109(1) 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (Attempt to Murder) 
has been registered at Civil 
Lines police station.

In a post on X, Gupta said 
she was initially shaken by 
the attack but was now feel-
ing better. “The attack on 
me during this morning’s 
public hearing was not just 
an attack on me, but a cow-

ardly attempt on our resolve 
to serve Delhi… I will soon 
be working among you 
again with even more en-

ergy and dedication. Such 
attacks can never break my 
spirit,” she wrote, while 
urging supporters not to 

trouble themselves by visit-
ing her.

Officials confirmed Khim-
ji’s criminal record, which 
includes multiple cases 
filed in Rajkot between 2017 
and 2024 under the Indian 
Penal Code and Gujarat 
Prohibition Act. Several 
of these involved charges 
of grievous hurt, unlawful 
possession of liquor, and 
intentional provocation, 
though he was acquitted in 
most by Gujarat courts. A 
2022 case against him re-
mains pending.

Delhi Police said Khimji 
arrived from Rajkot by train 
on Tuesday and stayed at 
Gujarati Bhavan in Civil 
Lines. CCTV footage from 
the Chief Minister’s Shali-
mar Bagh residence sug-
gests the attack was pre-
meditated, with the accused 
conducting reconnaissance 
of the premises for 24 hours 
before the assault.

The Chief Minister’s Of-
fice called it “a well-planned 
conspiracy”, noting that 
Khimji recorded videos of 
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The Lok Sabha wit-
nessed uproarious 
scenes on Wednes-

day as Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah introduced 
three contentious legisla-
tions — the Constitution 
(One Hundred and Thirtieth 
Amendment) Bill, 2025; the 
Government of Union Ter-
ritories (Amendment) Bill, 
2025; and the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation 
(Amendment) Bill, 2025 — 
prompting opposition MPs 
to tear and fling copies of the 
bills towards the Treasury 
benches.

The bills, later referred to 
a Joint Committee of Parlia-
ment, seek to disqualify a 
Prime Minister, Chief Min-
ister, or Minister if they face 
corruption or serious crimi-
nal charges and remain in 
custody for 30 consecutive 
days. The J&K Bill specifi-
cally amends Section 54 of 
the 2019 Reorganisation Act 
to enable the removal of the 
Chief Minister or Ministers 
under such circumstances.

Soon after the referral, 

Shah issued a sharp public 
defence of the measures. 
“Now, the people of the 
country will have to decide 
whether it is appropriate for 
a minister, Chief Minister, or 
Prime Minister to run the 
government while in jail,” he 
said in a post on X, adding 
that the move reflected the 
Modi government’s com-
mitment to fighting political 
corruption and responding 
to public outrage.

The Home Minister as-
serted that the legislation 
was aimed at “restoring 
morality in public life and 
bringing integrity to politics”. 
He outlined three key provi-
sions. First, arrested lead-

Oppn cries foul as Govt 
tables bill on removing 
arrested PMs, CMs

	 The Lok Sabha erupted in protests on Wednesday as Amit
Shah introduced bills to bar jailed leaders from holding office.
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Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta. ANI

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Congress MP KC Venugopal speak on the morality of the 
legislation, in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

Representative image.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar interacts with prominent 
scholars and think tank representatives of Russia, in Moscow 
on Wednesday. ANI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

What Rekha Gupta Said

n Attack was a “cowardly attempt” on her work for Delhi
n Initially in shock, now feeling better
n Promised to return “with even more energy and dedication”
n Urged well-wishers not to visit her

Who is Rajesh Khimji?

n Resident of Rajkot, Gujarat
n Serial offender with multiple past cases (2017–2024)
n Acquitted in most, one case still pending
n Arrested in Delhi for attempted murder of CM
    Rekha Gupta

16th Chief Election Commis-
sioner of India, Navin Chawla. 
File photo
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
on Wednesday urged Mem-
bers of Parliament not to 
bring banners and placards 
into the House and asked 
them to cooperate for smooth 
proceedings.

The session was disrupted 
by opposition members 
shouting slogans, demand-
ing a discussion on the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of the voter list in Bihar.Dur-
ing the session, Om Birla said, 
“I request that banners with 
wooden sticks are not appro-
priate in the House. Many of 
you shout slogans and bring 

sticks, placards, and banners, 
but this is not suitable for the 
House. Since you all belong to 
political parties, you should 
cooperate with the House.”

Meanwhile, today, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 

will introduce three bills in 
Lok Sabha, including the 
Constitution (130th Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, which seeks 
to remove a Central or State 
Minister who is facing alle-
gations of corruption or se-
rious offences and has been 
detained for at least 30 days.

According to the List of 
Business in the Lok Sabha, 
Shah will introduce the Con-
stitution (One Hundred and 
Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 
2025, to further amend the 
Constitution of India and the 
Government of Union Ter-
ritories (Amendment) Bill, 
2025, apart from the bill to 
amend the Jammu and Kash-
mir Reorganisation Act, 2019.

A Parliamentary committee 
on Wednesday expressed 
concerns over the practice of 
“normalisation of deviance” 
with respect to duty hours 
for air traffic controllers as it 
urged the authorities to put 
in place a modern fatigue 
risk management system that 
provides enforceable stan-
dards on work hours, rest 
periods, and roster design.

India is one of the world’s 
fastest-growing civil avia-
tion markets with growing 

air traffic, but there is a short-
age of Air Traffic Controllers 
(ATCOs). In its 36-page re-
port tabled in Parliament, 
the Department-Related 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Transport, 
Tourism and Culture said the 
evidence points to a deeply 
troubling practice within In-
dia’s air traffic management 
system: the normalisation 
of deviance.“The system is 
knowingly and consistently 
operating outside its own 
mandated safety limits 
(WDTL) through the rou-
tine use of exemptions. This 

is a classic organizational 
failure, where a known and 
significant risk -- control-
ler fatigue -- is accepted as 
a normal part of operations 
due to persistent operational 
and resource pressures,” 
the panel, chaired by Rajya 
Sabha member and JD(U) 
leader Sanjay Kumar Jha, 
said.The panel, in its report 
on ‘Overall Review of Safety 
in the Civil Aviation Sec-
tor’, the committee said the 
practice of granting routine 
exemptions from WDTL 
regulations must cease im-
mediately.
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LS Speaker Birla urges MPs not to 
bring banners, placards in House

Parl panel calls for fatigue risk mgmt 
system for air traffic controllers

Congress MP KC Venugopal accuses Centre 
of diverting attention from electoral fraud.

Congress MP KC Venu-
gopal on Wednesday 
slammed the Cen-

tre over the Constitution 
Amendment Bill to remove 
the PM, CMs, and ministers 
held on serious criminal 
charges, terming it a “draco-
nian law” and a diversionary 
tactic.

“This is only a diversion-
ary tactic. This is a draco-
nian law. This is not going to 
be passed by the Parliament. 
They want to divert attention 
from electoral fraud and the 
Bihar Yatra...They are trying 
to constitutionalise vendetta 
politics,” Venugopal told the 
media. Communist Party of 
India (CPI) MP P Sandosh 
Kumar asserted that the op-
position will fight it out.

Speaking to ANI, Kumar 
emphasised that the NDA 
has become “National De-
struction Alliance.”

“This is the destruction of 
certain portions of the Con-
stitution. RSS never believed 
in the federal structure of 
this country...Who is fram-
ing these charges? All agen-
cies are in the hands of the 

BJP. So, they can file charges 
against any minister, and 
he can be jailed for up to 30 
days, after which he will be 
finished. So, can we allow 
this? NDA has become Na-
tional Destruction Alliance. 
They should come out of it, 
and we will fight it out,” San-
dosh Kumar said.

Congress MP Pramod Ti-

wari said that they will take 
any action after the Bill is in-
troduced in the House.

“Congress is against cor-
ruption, but since the BJP 
has come into power, the 
definition of corruption has 
changed. Whether it is the 
Election Commission, ED, 
or CBI, there is a lot of mis-
use, and that is why their 
conviction rate is more than 
90%... Let the bill come; we 
will understand it, and only 
after understanding it will 
we take action and react to 
it...,” Tiwari said. 

Trinamool Congress MP 
Abhishek Banerjee also 
slammed the BJP Gov-
ernment, accusing it of 
only amassing “POWER, 
WEALTH AND CON-
TROL WITHOUT ANY 
ACCOUNTABILITY.”

‘Draconian law’: Venugopal on 
Constitution Amendment Bill
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Priyanka Gandhi and Shashi Tharoor 
at Parliament  on Wednesday. ANI 

C.P. Radhakrishnan with Kiren Rijiju, Dharmendra 
Pradhan, Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu, Pralhad Joshi, 
Arjun Ram Meghwal and others at Parliament Complex. 

SP MP Anand Bhadauriya, Mohibbullah Nadvi, and AAP 
MP Raghav Chadda, at Parliament premises. ANI

Lok Sabha LoP Rahul Gandhi at 
Parliament premises. ANI 

Glimpses from parliament

Union Home Minister Amit Shah in 
Lok Sabha on Wednesday. ANI 

Congress President Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Wednesday 
said that former Supreme 
Court Judge B Sudershan 
Reddy’s nomination for the 
Vice Presidential elections 
stands as the opposition’s 
firm commitment to restoring 
“fairness, impartiality, and 
dignity” to the functioning of 
the Rajya Sabha.

Addressing the gathering 
of the INDIA bloc members 
at the Central Hall of Sam-
vidhan Sadan, which was 
also attended by former Su-
preme Court Judge B Suder-
shan Reddy, Kharge pointed 
out that opposition members 
have been denied the oppor-
tunity to raise matters of vital 
public concern in the Up-
per House and to avoid this 
“transgression” Sudarshan 
Reddy’s being elected is vital.

“In Parliament, we have 

seen a growing trend of sti-
fling opposition voices. We 
are repeatedly denied the 
opportunity to raise matters 
of vital public concern in the 
House. To resist and deci-
sively act against these trans-
gressions in Parliament, the 
nation needs an exemplary, 
impartial justice B. Sudar-
shan Reddy as the Vice-Pres-
ident of India. His nomina-
tion represents our collective 
resolve to defend and uphold 
the democratic ideals that de-
fine India,” Kharge said.

“Reddy’s life and work 
reflect the spirit of our Con-
stitution, a commitment to 
fairness, compassion, and 
the empowerment of every 
citizen,” he added.Congress 
president further asserted 
that blatant misuse of par-
liamentary majority has 
been witnessed in the last 
11 years under the BJP 
government.“Over the last 
11 years, we have witnessed 

the blatant misuse of parlia-
mentary majority to arm the 
autonomous agencies like ED, 
I-T, and CBI with draconian 
powers to target opposition 
leaders. Now, these new Bills 
are set to become instruments 
in the hands of the ruling 
party to further undermine 
and destabilise democrati-
cally elected governments in 
the states,” he said.Slamming 
the government over the 
130th Constitution Amend-
ment bill, Kharge said that the 
legislation undermines the 
core values of parliamentary 
democracy.“At a time when 
the integrity of our demo-
cratic institutions is facing 
unprecedented challenges, 
his (former Supreme Court 
Judge B. Sudershan Reddy) 
nomination stands as a firm 
commitment to restoring fair-
ness, impartiality, and dignity 
to the functioning of the Ra-
jya Sabha, which has been in 
steady decline,” Kharge said.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
MP Raghav Chadha on 
Wednesday demanded the 
government to provide free 
subscription of advanced 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
tools like ChatGPT, Gemini, 
Claude and others to every 
Indian in the Parliament 
session.

The AAP leader highlight-
ed the potential of emerging 
technologies in Rajya Sab-
ha, saying, “Indians must 
be prepared for 2030 and 
hence must be given free 
subscriptions to generative 
AI tools. AI is not a technol-
ogy but an opportunity to 

dream big and accomplish 
those dreams. AI will help 
boost India’s productivity 
and save precious time.”

Chadha stressed that ac-
cess to such tools could 
revolutionise the way In-
dians work, study and live. 
He further emphasised that 
the AI can unlock India’s 
true potential for farmers to 
students to old age people.

The MP argued that AI 
tools should not remain 
limited to the privileged few 
but be made universally 
accessible. He also cited ex-
amples of nations like UAE, 
Singapore and China. AI is 
beneficial for farmers, stu-
dents, and businessmen. 

Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Nityanand 
Rai on Wednesday informed 
Rajya Sabha that 1647.696 
km out of 2216.7 km border, 
which lies with Bangaldesh 
in West Bengal, has been 
covered with a fence.

The information was pro-
vided to the Rajya Sabha in 
a written reply to the Ques-
tion of BJP MPs Shambhu 
Sharan Patel and Neeraj 
Shekhar.

“Out of balance stretch of 
569.004 km, which is yet 
to be covered by fence and 
other border infrastructure 
works, 112.780 km is non-

feasible and 456.224 km is 
feasible. Out of 456.224 km 
of feasible IB (International 
Border) length in West Ben-
gal, land for 77.935 km has 
been handed over to the ex-
ecuting agency. 

Both the Houses of the Par-
liament faced a major ad-
journment on Wednesday 
after Opposition MPs held 
a protest, seeking discus-
sion on the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) exercise 
in Bihar.

The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) is facing 
criticism over the deletion of 
voter names from electoral 
rolls in various constituen-
cies. Opposition MPs have 
alleged a “vote theft” in the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections 
and Bihar SIR.

Union Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju 
slammed the opposition 
over the continuous ruckus 
in the House.

Speaking in the Lok Sab-
ha, Rijiju said, “Since the 
monsoon session began, 
these people (Opposition) 
have been continuously 
shouting slogans. For the 
past three days, it has been 
decided to honour Group 

Captain Shubhanshu Shuk-
la, but it is very unfortunate 
that the hero of our country-
-who travelled to space and 
hoisted the Indian flag--was 
not even given the opportu-
nity to be honoured because 
of the actions of the opposi-
tion. 

This is truly shameful.”
Sharpening his attack, Ki-

ren Rijiju emphasised that 
the government will pass 
the bills on its agenda “no 
matter what”.“Go outside 
and see how badly your 
actions are perceived. The 
world laughs at this, and 
now even school children 

have started asking, “Do 
MPs behave like this?” We 
will get the government’s 
business passed no matter 
what. We will do the work 
that needs to be done in the 
interest of the country and 
society, because the people 
of this nation have entrusted 
us with this responsibility,” 
he said.“Creating disruption 
only harms the opposition, 
especially the new MPs. 
The more chaos you cre-
ate, the more the public will 
completely reject you. Once 
again, I urge you all to par-
ticipate in the discussion,” 
the Union Minister said.

Sudershan Reddy’s nomination for 
VP Oppn’s firm commitment: Kharge

AI is an opportunity to 
dream big: AAP’s Chadha

Govt fenced 74% India-B’desh 
border in WB: Nityanand Rai 

 More chaos Oppn creates, 
more public will reject it: Rijiju
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TN CM calls 130th
 Constitutional 
Amendment Bill
‘black Bill’
Chennai:  Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M K 
Stalin on Wednesday 
described the 130th 
Constitutional 
Amendment Bill as 
a “Black Bill” to foist 
cases against political 
opponents in power 
and remove them.The 
chief minister said 
30 day arrest meant 
removal of an elected 
CM without any trial 
or conviction by court. 
However, it was merely 
a diktat of the BJP. This 
was how dictatorships 
begin; “steal votes, 
silence rivals and crush 
states.”In a social media 
post, the CM said: “The 
130th Constitutional 
Amendment is not 
reform — this is a Black 
Day and this is a Black 
Bill.

Restoration of 
Chakki Khad 
bridge taken up’ 
New Delhi:  Restoration 
work has been taken 
up after train services 
were discontinued 
due to unprecedented 
rain and consequent 
washing away of piers 
of the Chakki Khad 
bridge on the Pathankot 
Cantt-Jogindernagar 
narrow gauge route, 
Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw told 
Lok Sabha in a written 
reply on Wednesday.The 
issue came up in the 
House when a member 
asked if the pillars of the 
bridge over the Chakki 
rivulet near Pathankot 
collapsed due to illegal 
mining, disrupting rail 
service from Jassur to 
Pathankot, and what 
steps have been taken 
to prevent illegal mining 
to ensure seamless rail 
operation.

Police complaint 
over private 
army remark
Imphal:  Manipur’s 
lone Rajya Sabha MP 
Leishemba Sanajaoba 
has lodged a police 
complaint against a 
person for claiming on 
social media that Meitei 
outfit Arambai Tenggol 
is the “private army” of 
the parliamentarian, 
a BJP leader said 
on Wednesday.The 
complaint was filed at 
the Porompat Police 
Station in Imphal East, 
he said.Maisnam 
Shivdutta, PA/PS to 
the MP, said he was 
directed by the member 
of Parliament to lodge 
the complaint regarding 
a post on social media 
on August 18.

Parl committee 
raises concerns 
on SAI’s health
NEW DELHI:  Declaring 
Sports Authority of 
India (SAI) “critically” 
under-funded and 
under-staffed, the 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on sports 
has observed that 
India’s international 
performances are “far 
from satisfactory” and 
also raised concerns 
around the lack of 
fund utilisation in the 
government’s flagship 
Khelo India Scheme. 
The comittee said that 
SAI’s financial health is 
crucial to the country’s 
international medal 
performance. 

Congress MP KC Venugopal

Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju

INDIA bloc MPs protest over the alleged voter fraud and SIR issues, at Parliament premises in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
 Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Nityanand Rai



the CM’s residence prior 
to the attack. Delhi Min-
ister Parvesh Sahib Singh 
added that the accused had 
spent the previous night 
near Gupta’s home before 
striking during the public 
hearing.

Environment Minister 
Majinder Singh Sirsa al-

leged a possible political 
conspiracy, claiming that 
the attacker had links with 
former Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal’s associate Gopal 
Italia. Sharing a photo-
graph of Khimji with Italia, 
Sirsa demanded answers 
from Kejriwal, saying: “Is 
this a coincidence or a de-
liberate act? The public is 
angry, and those behind 

this attack will not escape 
the law.”

Police sources said none 
of Khimji’s relatives is in jail 
and that he did not bring 
any petition or grievance 
to the CM’s office. Investi-
gators are now seeking his 
remand to determine the 
motive and whether others 
were involved in the con-
spiracy.

Rekha Gupta vows stronger return Oppn cries foul as Govt tables bill on removing...

LS clears Bill to ban online games
Shadow of Chawla looms...

Bihar, Bengal set for mega infra 
projects worth Rs. 18,000 cr

India 
successfully 
test-fires 
Agni-5

India, Russia push trade ties

Agnihotri claims threats

we compromised on its in-
terests,” he told the House, 
urging members to pass 
the legislation, which was 
cleared by voice vote despite 
Opposition protests.

Vaishnaw explained that 
online gaming comprises 
three segments—e-sports, 
online social games, and 
money gaming. While the 
first two will be promoted, 
he said money gaming 
posed grave risks including 
addiction, financial ruin, 
suicides, money laundering, 

and even terror financing.
The Bill prescribes impris-

onment of up to three years 
and/or fines up to ₹1 crore 
for offering or facilitating 
money games. Advertis-
ing such games may attract 
up to two years in jail and 
fines of ₹50 lakh. Financial 
transactions linked to mon-
ey gaming carry the same 
penalties as offering them. 
Repeat offenders may face 
harsher punishments of 
three to five years’ impris-
onment and fines up to ₹2 
crore.

Key offences under the law 
will be cognisable and non-
bailable, with provisions 
empowering authorised of-
ficers to search, seize, and 
arrest without warrant in 
specific cases.

For e-sports, now recog-
nised as a legitimate form 
of competitive sport, the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports will establish a 
dedicated framework. On-
line social games such as 
Chess, Sudoku and Solitaire 
will also receive government 
support.
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Rahul warns of political 
unrest in Bihar

had underscored the Con-
gress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) gov-
ernment’s weaknesses in 
countering terrorism. Pub-
lic outrage, compounded 
by insensitive remarks and 
actions of Union ministers, 
fuelled a strong anti-UPA 
sentiment. Yet the UPA se-
cured a second term.

Chawla’s tenure was 
dogged by allegations of 
partisanship, particularly 
over his alleged ties to the 
Nehru-Gandhi family. The 
most striking rebuke came 
from within the Election 
Commission itself. In an 
extraordinary move on 31 
January 2009, Gopalaswa-
mi recommended Chawla’s 
removal to the President of 
India—without consulting 
fellow Election Commis-
sioner S.Y. Quraishi.

The recommendation 

followed a meeting be-
tween Gopalaswami and 
a small NDA delegation 
in his chambers. They ac-
cused Chawla of acting in 
a partisan manner to fa-
vour the Congress party. 
Gopalaswami alleged that 
Chawla had shared sensi-
tive Election Commission 
information with Congress 
officials and had opposed 
issuing a notice to Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi for 
accepting honours from 
Belgium—a complaint that 
Chawla and Quraishi had 
dismissed in a two-to-one 
majority.

Gopalaswami’s action 
marked a rare instance 
of a CEC publicly seek-
ing the removal of a fellow 
commissioner, effectively 
accusing him of under-
mining the Commission’s 
impartiality. But President 
Pratibha Patil rejected the 
recommendation, allowing 

the 1969-batch IAS officer 
Chawla to assume charge as 
CEC on 20 April 2009 and 
oversee the parliamentary 
elections.

Chawla’s career had long 
been controversial. The 
Shah Commission, led 
by former Chief Justice of 
India J.C. Shah to probe 
Emergency-era excesses, 
had declared him “unfit 
to hold any public office 
which demands an attitude 
of fair play and consider-
ation for others” for his role 
as a senior official in the 
1970s. Though the Delhi 
High Court later dismissed 
the Commission’s findings, 
the stigma endured.

Even before Gopalas-
wami’s intervention, the 
NDA had targeted Chawla. 
In March 2006, led by the 
BJP, the alliance submitted 
a memorandum to Presi-
dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam—
signed by over 200 MPs—

demanding his removal 
as election commissioner. 
The government rejected 
the demand. In May 2006, 
Jaswant Singh, then Leader 
of Opposition in the Ra-
jya Sabha, approached the 
Supreme Court seeking 
Chawla’s ouster, citing his 
ties with Congress leaders 
and issues related to the 
MPLADS scheme. The pe-
tition was later withdrawn 
after Gopalaswami assert-
ed his authority to remove 
an election commissioner, 
though the Court left the 
legal questions unresolved.

Despite the anti-UPA 
wave following 26/11, the 
Congress-led alliance won 
the 2009 polls. No defini-
tive evidence of electoral 
malpractice emerged. Party 
leaders maintain that the 
elections were free and fair, 
and that the UPA’s victory 
reflected voter priorities 
such as economic policy.

ers cannot serve as Prime 
Minister, Chief Minister, or 
Minister. Second, if bail is 
not secured within 30 days 
of arrest, they are automati-
cally disqualified. And third, 
if granted bail later, leaders 
may resume office.

Inside the House, Shah re-
iterated that the government 
wanted to “elevate the declin-
ing level of morality in public 

life”. He requested that the 
bills be examined by a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee 
of 21 members from the Lok 
Sabha and 10 from the Rajya 
Sabha.

The Opposition, however, 
mounted a united resistance. 
AIMIM MP Asaduddin 
Owaisi said the bills would 
“be the final nail in the cof-
fin of elected governments”, 
accusing the government of 
turning India into a “police 

state” where agencies act as 
“judge and executioner”.

Congress MP Manish 
Tewari called the measures 
unconstitutional, warning 
that they violated the pre-
sumption of innocence and 
Article 21, which guarantees 
the right to life and liberty. 
“This bill makes an investi-
gating officer more powerful 
than the Prime Minister of 
India,” he said, alleging that 
it could be politically mis-

used.
Congress leader KC Venu-

gopal accused the BJP of 
attempting to “sabotage the 
basic principles of the Consti-
tution”. In a heated exchange, 
he questioned Shah’s own 
past conduct during his ar-
rest in Gujarat. Shah retorted 
that he had resigned on mor-
al grounds before his arrest 
and only resumed office after 
being acquitted.

Speaker Om Birla ad-

journed the House twice, 
first until 3 pm and later till 
5 pm, amid slogans and up-
roar. He warned MPs against 
lowering the dignity of Par-
liament, saying, “People are 
watching.”

Despite fierce opposition, 
the government succeeded 
in sending the bills to the 
Joint Committee of Parlia-
ment, where they will now 
undergo detailed scrutiny 
before being reconsidered.

Strategic Partnership” be-
tween the two countries.

The visit comes as India’s 
ties with the United States 
face strain over New Delhi’s 
continued purchase of Rus-
sian crude oil. Washington 
has doubled tariffs on Indi-
an goods to 50 per cent, with 
the White House stating the 
measures are intended to 
apply secondary pressure 
on Moscow over the Ukraine 
conflict. A planned round of 
India-US trade talks has also 

been postponed.
In Moscow, Russian of-

ficials expressed optimism 
about expanding coop-
eration with India despite 
Western sanctions. Ro-
man Babushkin, Charge 
d’Affaires at the Russian 
Embassy in Delhi, said the 
India-Russia-China trilat-
eral dialogue could soon be 
revived, calling it vital for 
regional stability. Deputy 
Trade Representative Ev-
geniy Griva highlighted 
that rupee-rouble payments 
were proving resilient under 

pressure, noting stable an-
nual trade growth of around 
10 per cent and a surge in In-
dian exports, particularly in 
pharmaceuticals, machine 
tools and electronics.

Babushkin criticised uni-
lateral sanctions as “illegal” 
and stressed that Russia’s 
economy was adapting 
despite “tremendous pres-
sure.” He also described the 
recent Russia-US summit in 
Alaska as a “breakthrough 
development” in restoring 
trust between global pow-
ers.

against me. Since then, I 
haven’t sat in a car with my 
children. We haven’t done 
anything together. I didn’t 

have as much trouble mak-
ing The Kashmir Files as I 
am having with this film,” 
he said, alleging that he was 
facing “social media lynch-
ing.”

The director noted that the 
film, which depicts Bengal’s 
culture alongside the vio-
lence of the 1940s, had orig-
inally been titled The Delhi 
Files: Bengal Chapter. 

sile with Multiple Indepen-
dently Targetable Re-entry 
Vehicle (MIRV) capability, 
allowing it to carry and re-
lease multiple nuclear war-
heads simultaneously. India 
conducted its first MIRVed 
test launch of the missile on 
11 March 2024 from Kalpak-
kam in Tamil Nadu, validat-
ing this technology.

With a current range of 
over 5,000 kilometres, an 
upgraded variant under 
development is expected 
to extend its reach to 7,500 
kilometres. Future enhance-
ments are also aimed at in-
tegrating bunker-buster 
bomb technology, expand-
ing its strike capability 
against fortified targets.

vices on newly constructed 
routes, including the Noapa-
ra–Jai Hind Bimanbandar 
corridor, and take a metro 
ride from Jessore Road sta-
tion to the airport. Through 
video conferencing, he will 
also launch the Sealdah–
Esplanade and Beleghata–

Hemanta Mukhopadhyay 
metro services, which are 
expected to significantly 
reduce travel times and im-
prove connectivity to Kol-
kata’s airport, IT hub, and 
commercial centres.

Additionally, Modi will 
lay the foundation stone for 
the six-lane elevated Kona 

Expressway in Howrah, 
worth over ₹1,200 crore, to 
ease traffic flow and boost 
trade and tourism.

The Prime Minister’s two-
state visit underscores the 
government’s push to up-
grade infrastructure, con-
nectivity, and public ser-
vices across eastern India.

spreading in Bihar. “A 4-year-old child 
in Bihar is shouting ‘vote chor, vote 

chor’... They stole the Maharashtra and Haryana elections. 
They will steal elections in Bihar, West Bengal and Assam. 
But now the fire has spread in Bihar... You can see there is a 
storm,” he said. Backing party general secretary KC Venu-
gopal, Gandhi praised his role in shaping social justice poli-
cies and the Telangana caste census, adding that Venugopal 
always carried a copy of the Constitution. “There is a fight 
going on between those attacking the Constitution and those 
defending it,” he remarked.

A survey on Pakistan’s political crisis revealed that 58% 
believe Army Chief Asim Munir’s influence on politics 
is real, while 68% foresee a major upheaval. Nearly 78% 

think Pakistan’s government shares close ties with terror 
leaders, and 72% feel the country is losing balance in its 
foreign policy, highlighting rising instability concerns.

78% respondents said close relations have emerged
between Pakistan’s government and terrorist leaders.

55% believe India missed a chance to diplomatically isolate
Pakistan by playing the match.

the Da ily guardian Survey on Asia Cup India-Pakistan Matchthe Da ily guardian Survey on Pakistan Political Crisis

The survey on India playing Pakistan in the Asia Cup 
reveals strong discontent. A majority (55%) feel it insults 
India’s anti-Pakistan stance, and 70% say BCCI is acting 

against government policies. 62% believe patriotic senti-
ments are being undermined, while 57% want players to 
oppose BCCI’s decision. Public opinion is divided.

Is BCCI taking decisions 
against the government’s 

anti-Pakistan policies?

Q3. 

Q1. 
The Indian team is going 
to play against Pakistan 

in the Asia Cup T-20. 
What is your opinion?

 Q2. 
Q-2: Did India miss the 
opportunity to diplomatically 
isolate Pakistan by playing 
this cricket match?
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 Q4. 
Is BCCI playing with 
patriotic sentiments?
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Q1. 
Do you think Pakistan Army 

Chief Asim Munir’s increasing 
influence on Pakistan’s politics 
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 Q2. 

Is a big upheaval coming in 
Pakistan’s politics?

	 Yes, absolutely

   Not at all

	 Cannot say
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Q3. 
What is your opinion 

on Munir’s continuous 
interference in Pakistan’s 

government?
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 Q4. 
Have close relations 
emerged between 
Pakistan’s government 
and terrorist leaders?
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The Congress  on 
Wednesday pressed 
the PM Modi Gov-

ernment to act on the Par-
liamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Education’s report 
recommending reservations 
for Scheduled Castes (SC), 
Scheduled Tribes (ST), and 
Other Backwards Classes 
(OBC) in private higher edu-
cational institutions (HEIs).

Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh, in a statement, said 
that the Committee chaired 
by senior party leader Digvi-
jaya Singh has presented its 
report to Parliament advo-
cating for the implementa-
tion of reservations in pri-
vate HEIs.

The statement highlighted 
that Article 15(5) of the Con-
stitution, introduced by the 
UPA Government under Dr 
Manmohan Singh in 2006 

through the 93rd Amend-
ment, empowers the gov-
ernment to mandate reser-
vations for SC, ST, and OBC 
students in private HEIs. 
In May 2014, the Supreme 

Court in Pramati Educa-
tional and Cultural Trust v 
Union of India upheld the 
validity of Article 15(5), af-
firming that reservations 
are permissible in such in-

stitutions.
However, the statement 

pointed out that no law has 
been passed by Parliament 
to enforce Article 15(5). Data 
examined by the Committee 

revealed low representation 
of marginalised communi-
ties in private institutions, 
including three Institutions 
of Eminence (IoEs) recog-
nised by the Union Govern-
ment, where SC students 
constituted only 0.89 per-
cent, ST students 0.53 per-
cent, and OBC students 11.16 
percent.

In view of this, the Com-
mittee has unanimously 
recommended that the Par-
liament enact legislation to 
implement 15 per cent reser-
vations for SCs, 7.5 percent 
for STs, and 27 percent for 
OBCs in private HEIs.

Jairam Ramesh stressed 
that the demand for reserva-
tions in private educational 
institutions can no longer 
be ignored. He also recalled 
that the Congress, in its 
2024 Lok Sabha election 
manifesto “Nyay Patra,” 
had pledged to bring such 
legislation.

Implement SC, ST, OBC quotas in pvt higher 
educational institutions: Cong to Govt

Indian Air Force (IAF) 
jets were observed flying 
over areas near the Line 
of Control (LoC) in north 
Kashmir around 5 AM 
on Wednesday, creating a 
buzz among residents in 
border villages.  

This activity is part of a 
high-intensity air exercise 
for which the IAF had is-
sued a Notice to Airmen 
(NOTAM), scheduled 
between August 19 and 
21 across Jammu & Kash-
mir and Punjab, close to 
the Pakistan border.  

The exercise is aimed 
at enhancing combat 
readiness and testing op-
erational preparedness 
in strategically sensitive 
zones.  

Recent India-Pakistan 
Conflict: Operation Sin-
door

These military drills 
come in the backdrop of 
the 2025 India–Pakistan 
conflict—a brief but in-
tense confrontation that 

began on May 7, 2025, 
when India launched 
missile strikes under the 
banner of Operation Sin-
door. 

The strikes were car-
ried out in response to the 
deadly Pahalgam terrorist 
attack on April 22, 2025, 
which claimed 26 civilian 
lives. India targeted terror 
infrastructure operated 
by Pakistan-based groups 
Jaish-e-Mohammed and 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, both in 
Pakistan and Pakistan-
administered Kashmir.  

India maintained that 
no Pakistani military or 
civilian facilities were hit.  

The conflict lasted four 
days, ending on May 10, 
2025, marked by heavy 
cross-LoC engagements 
and allegations of cease-
fire violations from both 
sides, even after a cease-
fire was agreed upon.  

These recent air exer-
cises signal India’s con-
tinued vigilance and pre-
paredness against any 
emerging threats in the 
region.  

Residents in border ar-
eas are advised to remain 
alert and comply with 
advisories issued by the 
administration during the 
exercise window.

Indian Air jets spotted over LoC 
skies at dawn amid IAF exercise

TDG NETWORK
New Delhi 

Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) 
president and senior NDA 
ally, Atul Bora, has extended 
his party’s support to the rul-
ing alliance’s Vice Presidential 
candidate.

Bora said, “We would like to 
offer our best wishes to Rad-
hakrishnanji and we are very 
happy because we know him 
since long back, so we have 
nothing to say. We support 
the decision.”

The AGP, a key regional 
ally of the BJP in Assam, has 
been a part of the NDA co-
alition since 2016 and has 
consistently backed the gov-
ernment’s decisions at the 
Centre. Bora’s statement rein-
forces the NDA’s united front 
ahead of the Vice Presidential 
election. The National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) on Sun-
day announced Maharashtra 
Governor CP Radhakrishnan 
as its candidate for the upcom-
ing Vice Presidential election. 

Assam: AGP 
NDA ally extends 
support to NDA 
Vice Presidential 
candidate
TDG Network
new delhi
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Congress urged government to enact the legislation for reservation. 

Security forces and Manipur 
Police have intensified their 
counter-insurgency and anti-
crime operations across the 
state, resulting in multiple ar-
rests of militant cadres, drug 
smugglers, and offenders over 
the past two days.

On August 19, security 
forces arrested a self-styled 
Corporal of the Kangleipak 
Communist Party (Military 
Federal Line), identified as 
Lourembam Suraj Singh (26) 
alias Lamjingba, from his resi-
dence in Wangkhei Angom 
Leikai under Porompat Police 
Station, Imphal East. He was 
involved in extortion activities 
in the valley areas. A mobile 
phone and an Aadhaar card 
were recovered from him.

Earlier, on August 18, police 
arrested another active KCP 
(MFL) cadre, Sapam Suren-
dra Meitei (27) alias Eronbi 
alias Naocha alias Thoinaoba, 
from the vicinity of Minut-
hong bridge in Imphal West. 
He was allegedly engaged in 

collecting extortion money 
from shops, businesses and 
the public.

In a separate intelligence-
driven operation on August 
19, an active cadre of KCP 
(PWG), Md. Satabuddin alias 
Jiten (33) of Khurai Heikru 
Makhong Masjid Maning, 
was arrested from his locality 
under Heingang Police Sta-
tion, Imphal East.

Manipur Police achieved 
a significant breakthrough 
against narcotics trafficking 
on August 19 with the arrest 
of two smugglers, Lungous-
iem of Songpi Kholui village 
and Ngamminlal of Songpi 
village, near Pioneer Camp 

along NH-102B in Singhat 
Police Station, Churachand-
pur district.

From their possession, 
police seized: 111 soap cases 
containing brown sugar, 
weighing around 1.3 kg, a 
Yamaha MT 15 two-wheeler 
(MN 01AF 9857), and a Ma-
hindra Bolero (MN 04AF 
5742).

Separately, on August 18, 
police arrested Kshetrima-
yum Naoba (34) of Kwakeith-
el Ningthemkol, Imphal West, 
and recovered 288 bottles of 
Codeine Phosphate from 
his E-Rickshaw (MN01A/
J9040), used for transport-
ing the contraband.

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Tuesday paid floral tributes 
to former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
on his birth anniversary and pledged to 
continue his unfinished mission. The 
Chief Minister asserted that Congress 
will not rest until Rahul Gandhi is made 
the Prime Minister of India, as only he 
can fulfill the aspirations and vision of 
Rajiv Gandhi.

Speaking at the anniversary celebra-
tions in Hyderabad, Revanth Reddy 
described Rajiv Gandhi as an inspira-
tion for youth and a visionary who laid 
strong foundations for India’s growth. 
He recalled Rajiv’s pioneering role in in-
troducing computers, ushering reforms 
in the telecom sector, and promoting 
information technology. “It was Rajiv 
Gandhi who sowed the seeds for Hi-Tech 

City in Hyderabad. His foresight trans-
formed India’s technological future,” the 
CM observed.

Revanth Reddy also highlighted Ra-
jiv Gandhi’s contributions to women’s 
empowerment, poverty alleviation, and 
transparency in governance. He said the 
former Prime Minister sacrificed his life 
while striving to uphold national unity 
and integrity.

The Chief Minister announced that, 
in line with Rajiv Gandhi’s ideals, Con-

gress would amend laws to enable youth 
who complete 21 years of age to contest 
Assembly elections once Rahul Gandhi 
assumes the office of Prime Minister. 
“Rajiv Gandhi believed in empowering 
the younger generation, and we are com-
mitted to realizing his dream,” he said.

Reiterating his government’s commit-
ment to social justice, Revanth Reddy 
said Telangana has already taken his-
toric steps by implementing 42 percent 
quota for Backward Classes in educa-
tion, employment, and politics. He not-
ed that Telangana is also the first state 
in the country to introduce Scheduled 
Caste sub-categorization, a move aimed 
at equitable development.

“Drawing inspiration from Rajiv Gan-
dhi, the people’s government in Telan-
gana is determined to achieve social 
and economic development. Our poli-
cies are guided by his vision of inclusive 
growth,” Revanth affirmed.

Uttar Pradesh government 
will launch a statewide cam-
paign from September 16 to 
achieve 100 per cent farmer 
registration. Acting on Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s 
instructions, district magis-
trates will review progress 
daily in the run-up to the 
drive.

The Revenue Department 
has been directed to issue 
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) to revenue 
officers to ensure the cor-
rection of land ownership 
records in line with Aad-
haar.

The Yogi government has 
set a target of over 2.88 crore 

farmer registrations. So far, 
around 1.45 crore farmers, 
more than 50 per cent of the 
target have been registered.

Bijnor leads the state 
with over 58 per cent reg-
istrations, followed by 
Hardoi (57.84%), Shravasti 
(57.47%), Pilibhit (56.89%) 
and Rampur (56.72%), plac-

ing them among the top five 
districts in farmer registry.

According to the release, 
the data of farmers who are 
yet not part of the registra-
tion process, their creden-
tials are being verified by 
field officers. In districts like 
Amroha, Azamgarh, Bal-
rampur, Etah and Jaunpur, 
100 per cent verification has 
already been completed.

The Yogi government has 
directed all District Mag-
istrates to ensure 100 per 
cent farmer registration be-
fore the release of the next 
installment under the Prad-
han Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi Yojana (PM-Kisan). 
The DMs have also been 
asked to carry out extensive 
IEC (Information, Educa-

tion and Communication) 
activities, while ground of-
ficials will focus on lagging 
districts to achieve full cov-
erage.

Meanwhile, the Uttar 
Pradesh government today 
reaffirmed that there is no 
shortage of fertilizers any-
where in the state. The state 
government has urged peo-
ple not to indulge in unnec-
essary hoarding. The gov-
ernment has reiterated that 
adequate stocks are avail-
able to meet farmers’ needs, 
according to the Chief Min-
ister’s Office (CMO).

The Agriculture Depart-
ment has shared detailed 
data on the availability and 
sale of fertilisers across all 18 
divisions. 

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) has identified 
two districts in Jharkhand 
- Latehar and West Sing-
hbhum as Left-Wing Ex-
tremism (LWE) affected, 
according to a written an-
swer in the Rajya Sabha to-
day by Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Nityanand 
Rai.

Over the past five years, 
the Centre has allocated Rs 
936.50 crore to Jharkhand 
under three major schemes 
aimed at tackling LWE 
challenges and improving 
infrastructure and devel-
opment in the affected re-
gions. The schemes include 
the Security Related Ex-
penditure (SRE) Scheme, 
Special Central Assistance 
(SCA) Scheme, and Special 
Infrastructure Scheme 

(SIS).
The government high-

lighted several initiatives 
undertaken in Jharkhand’s 
LWE-affected districts 
with special focus on ex-
pansion of road network, 
telecom connectivity, finan-
cial inclusion, education, 
and skill development.

For road connectivity, 
2,927 km of roads have been 
constructed. For Telecom 
expansion: 1,589 mobile 

towers have been commis-
sioned. For Financial inclu-
sion: 1,240 post offices, 349 
bank branches, and 352 
ATMs opened across most 
LWE-hit areas. For Skill 
development: 16 Industrial 
Training Institutes (ITIs) 
and 20 Skill Development 
Centres have been made 
functional, and for quality 
Education in tribal blocks, 
47 Eklavya Model Residen-
tial Schools (EMRS) have 

been made functional.
To ensure effective utili-

sation of funds and timely 
progress, the Centre has 
put in place monitoring 
mechanisms through dif-
ferent central-level com-
mittees. 

These include the SRE 
Standing Committee for 
the SRE scheme, the Proj-
ect Clearance Committee 
for the SIS, and the Central 
Level Committee for the 

SCA Scheme.
Meanwhile, Nityanand 

Rai on August 12 informed 
the Lok Sabha in a written 
reply about decline in vio-
lence perpetrated by “left 
wing extremists,” saying 
that violence incidents and 
resultant deaths of civilians 
and security forces, have 
come down from high of 
2010 by 81 per cent and 85 
per cent, respectively, in 
2024.

Security forces intensify crackdown on 
militancy, drugs and crime in Manipur

Telangana CM pays tributes to Rajiv Gandhi, 
vows to work for making Rahul PM

Yogi govt to launch special drive for 100% 
farmer registration from Sept 16

Latehar, West Singhbhum identified as LWE-hit J’khand districts: Nityanand Rai 
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‘BJP sold jobs, we shut 
that door forever,’ says 
Himachal CM Sukhu

Maha poll data row: 
ICSSR issues showcase 
notice to CSDS

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on Wednesday hit 
back at the Opposition in 
the Assembly, accusing the 
previous Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) government of 
selling jobs and presiding 
over rampant corruption.

He said his government 
had “shut the door” on such 
practices and was commit-
ted to creating transparent 
employment opportunities.

“During the BJP’s tenure, 
jobs were sold, and corrup-
tion was at its peak. Our 
government has closed that 
door forever. Recruitment in 
education and other depart-
ments is now happening in 
a transparent manner,” 
Sukhu said, intervening 
during the discussion on 
unemployment and jobs on 
the third day of the mon-
soon session.

He added that the only 
change in contractual hir-
ing was renaming it as “job 
trainee” appointments.

The Chief Minister re-
called that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had prom-
ised two crore jobs, while 
the Congress, in its election 
manifesto, had assured five 
lakh jobs for youth over five 
years.

“We are working to not 
only provide jobs within 
the state but also create op-
portunities abroad. For the 
first time, a separate Over-
seas Employment Depart-
ment has been established 
to facilitate this,” Himachal 
CM said.

List ing employment 
achievements since his gov-
ernment took office, CM 
Sukhu said thousands of 
youth had been appointed.

According to him, over 
3,000 TGT (Arts, Medical, 
Non-Medical) teachers ap-
pointed, 

The Indian Council of Social 
Science Research (ICSSR) on 
Wednesday issued a show-
case notice to the Centre for 
Study of Developing Societ-
ies (CSDS) for allegedly ma-
nipulating data related to the 
Maharashtra elections.

In a post on social media X, 
ICSSR alleged that CSDS had 
also published media stories 
based on a biased interpreta-
tion of the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) exercise being 
conducted by the Election 
Commission of India.

“It has come to the notice 
of ICSSR that an individual 
holding responsible position 
at CSDS, an ICSSR-funded 
research institute, has made 
media statements that had 
to be retracted subsequently 
citing glitches in data analy-
sis regarding elections in Ma-
harashtra.

Further, the institute has 

published media stories 
based on biased interpreta-
tion of the SIR exercise by 
the Election Commission of 
India.

ICSSR holds the Indian 
constitution in highest es-
teem. Election Commision of 
India is a high constitutional 
body which has been holding 
free and fair elections in the 
largest democracy of world 
for decades together,” the 
post read.

ICCSR further wrote in 
their post that cognisance 
had been taken of the data 
manipulation and the at-
tempt by CSDS to create a 
narrative of undermining the 
sanctity of the ECI, stating it 
as a “gross violation” of the 
Grant-in-Aid rules of ICCSR.

“ICSSR takes serious cogni-
zance of the data manipula-
tion by CSDS and its attempt 
to create a narrative with the 
intention of undermining the 
sanctity of the Election Com-
mision of India. 
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Reservations mandated

n	 Congress demands law to enforce reservations 
in private HEIs.

Based on Parliamentary Committee chaired by 
Digvijay Singh.

n Cites constitutional authority: Article 15(5), from 
the 93rd Amendment (2006).

n Supreme Court validated Article 15(5) in 2014 
(Pramati case).

n Data show extremely low SC, ST, OBC represen-
tation in top private institutions.

n Committee recommends quotas: 15% SC, 7.5% ST, 27% OBC, with govern-
ment funding.

n Congress reiterated this demand, referencing its 2024 manifesto (“Nyay Pa-
tra”).

n “Ball is now in Modi Government’s court,” said Jairam Ramesh.

Ashiq Mir
Srinagar

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh

Representative Image

Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath

Representative image of security forces

Left-Wing Extremists. 
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BJP leaders on Wednesday 
strongly condemned the 
attack on Delhi Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta during 
a Jan Sunvai, calling it a 
“cowardly” act and alleg-
ing a larger conspiracy by 
the Opposition to derail her 
public outreach program.

BJP MLA Satish Upadhy-
ay said that people will not 
forgive such a “mindset.”

“The ill intent and hatred 
with which the Delhi CM 
was attacked during Jan 
Sunvai today is very cow-
ardly. People of Delhi will 
never forgive such a mind-
set. Delhi CM is serving 
the people day and night. 
She will neither be scared 
by such attacks nor cower 
down. She will continue 
serving Delhi. Such people 

should never be forgiven,” 
Upadhyay said in a video 
message.

Former BJP MP Ramesh 
Bidhuri alleged a “conspir-
acy” to derail the CM’s out-
reach program and claimed 
that the probe will reveal 
that the accused of the in-
cident will be an “activist” 
belonging to Congress or 
AAP.

“This was done as per a 
conspiracy to derail Rekha 

ji from meeting the public. 
The PM has asked all public 
representatives to connect 
with the public. Due to this, 
there is frustration in the 
Opposition. I am 100 per 
cent certain the probe will 
reveal that he (the accused) 
was an activist belonging 
to Congress, Aam Aadmi 
Party or communist par-
ties...This incident is con-
demnable,” Bidhuri told 
ANI.

BJP MP Rekha Sharma 
termed the incident an at-
tempt to “scare and threat-
en” the CM. “This is a very 
serious issue. It is shock-
ing that someone attacked 
a CM when she was at Jan 
Sunvai...It can be the ac-
tion of a man whose party/
organisation is not happy 
with the way the CM is 
working and meeting peo-
ple. Maybe they wanted to 

scare and threaten the CM. 
Rekha Gupta will not be 
scared and sit at home...,” 
she said.

Delhi Minister Parvesh 
Sahib Singh said that the 
accused had conducted a 
recce of Gupta’s Shalimar 
Bagh residence for 24 hours 
before the attack. “He spent 
the night in the nearby Civil 
Lines area, and when he 
came this morning, he did 
not have any papers in his 
hand.  There was no such 
issue, and he attacked as 
soon as he met her,” he told 
reporters.

Another Delhi Minister, 
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, 
said the CM was “stable” 
and that the accused had 
also shot videos of her resi-
dence.

 “The CM is stable. The at-
tacker was doing a recce for 
the last 24 hours.

A few days after several 
schools received bomb 
threats, over 50 schools 
have received another 
bomb threat mail in the na-
tional capital region in the 
early hours of Wednesday, 
police officials have in-
formed.

According to Delhi police, 
a group identifying itself 
as ‘Terrorisers 111’ sent an 
email to various schools, in-
cluding DAV public school, 
Faith academy, doon public 

school, Sarvodhaya vidya-
laya, and others demand-
ing USD 25,000. The 
same group had allegedly 
demanded USD 5,000 in 
cryptocurrency after send-
ing various bomb threats 

on August 18. 
The group sent a bulk 

email to the principals 
and administration staff of 
various schools, claiming 
that they have “breached 
their IT systems” and will 

detonate bombs within 48 
hours across school prem-
ises. 

“We are the Terrorisers 111 
group. We have planted ex-
plosives inside your build-
ing, and others across the 
city. Devices include high-
yield C4 bombs and timed 
charges placed in class-
rooms, auditoriums, staff 
rooms, and school buses, 
designed to cause maxi-
mum casualties. We have 
breached your IT systems, 
extracted student and staff 
data, and compromised all 
security cameras. We are 

monitoring your actions in 
real time. Transfer 2000 
USD to Ethereum address 
within 48 hours, or we will 
detonate the bombs,” the 
email read.  

“Evacuate all schools and 
suspend operations imme-
diately to avoid loss of life. 
Any attempt to contact au-
thorities will trigger imme-
diate detonation and public 
release of your sensitive 
data. Terrorisers 111 Group 
does not forgive or forget. 
Payment is your only op-
tion to prevent disaster. Act 
now,” the email added. 

BJP leaders condemn attack on Delhi CM 
Rekha Gupta; allege conspiracy

Over 50 schools receive fresh bomb threats
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‘Highly condemnable’: Kejriwal on attack on CM 

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Pri-
yanka Chaturvedi on 
Wednesday condemned 
the attack on Delhi Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta, 
stressing that if the Delhi 
CM is unsafe under cen-
tral-controlled policing, the 
safety of ordinary citizens 
remains in serious doubt.

“...We have seen past in-
cidents where the Delhi 
CM Arvind Kejriwal faced 
these kinds of attacks. At 
that time, the BJP used to 
celebrate those attacks. The 
law and order challenge has 
entered the doorstep of the 
sitting CM of the capital of 
this country. It is extremely 
worrisome, and questions 
need to be raised to the 
Home Ministry since Delhi 
Police & the law and order 
come under them...How are 
the citizens of Delhi safe if 
the CM herself is unsafe?... 
I am hoping that the Home 
Ministry will finally wake 
up to the cause being made 
by the citizens of Delhi,” 
Chaturvedi told ANI.

Reacting to the incident, 
BJP MP Kamaljeet Seh-
rawat said, “...This is re-
ally unfortunate. I have full 
faith that Rekha Gupta ji 
will continue to work for 
the people of Delhi.”

Following the attack on 
Rekha Gupta, state BJP 
chief Virendraa Sachdeva 
informed that her condi-
tion is “stable” and was ex-
amined by the doctors. He 
said that CM is a “strong” 
lady and she has not can-
celled her programs.

Sachdeva said that a man 
approached her and pre-
sented her papers during 

the Jan Sunvai on Wednes-
day morning. The accused 
tried to pull CM Gupta 
towards him, following 
which there was a little 
“jostling.”

The Delhi BJP chief 
said that the accused was 
nabbed by the police, and 
the investigation is under-
way. “During Jan Sunvai 
this morning, CM was 
speaking with the public 
like she always does. A man 
approached her, presented 
some paper and suddenly 
held her hand while try-
ing to pull her towards 
him. During this, there 
was a little jostling...People 
nabbed him. Who is he, and 
all other details are being 
investigated by the Police...
The CM is stable. Doctors 
have examined her. 

I have met her, she is a 
strong woman...It seems 
that she suffered a light 
blow to her head...The slap 
or stone-throwing stories 
are fabricated...Such inci-
dents in politics are con-
demnable...Jan Sunvai will 
continue. 

Three workers were killed after a three-
storey building collapsed near Sadbhav-
na Park in central Delhi’s Daryaganj on 
Wednesday, officials said.

The deceased were identified as Zubair, 
Gulsagar and Taufiq, who were working at 
the site when the structure caved in, accord-
ing to police. All three were trapped under 
the debris and declared dead after being 
taken to hospital.

“Information about the incident was re-
ceived at 12.14 pm, following which a police 
team, four fire tenders and rescue officials 

rushed to the spot. The injured were moved 
to Lok Nayak Jai Prakash Narayan (LNJP) 
Hospital. Civic authorities, including the 
District Disaster Management Authority 
(DDMA), have been informed. 

AAP leader Atishi has de-
scribed former Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s 
arrest by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) last year 
as a “very difficult phase” 
for the party, but insisted 
that it only strengthened 
their determination to 
fight the BJP “till their last 
breath.”

Talking to media in Goa 
on Tuesday, Atishi said 
that when Kejriwal was 
taken away by ED sleuths 
in connection with a 
money laundering case in 
March 2024, she returned 
home with a sinking heart 
but an even firmer resolve.

“When Arvind Kejriwal ji 
was arrested, I remember 
reaching home that night 

and thinking—whatever 
may happen now, we will 
fight against the BJP till our 
last breath,” she said, when 
asked if after Kejriwal’s ar-
rest she thought it was all 
over.

The AAP, being a rela-
tively small party, was 
held together not merely 
by politics but also by deep 

personal bonds, the Leader 
of Opposition in the Delhi 
Assembly maintained.

“We are friends, family, 
colleagues—we built this 
party together. 

When one after another 
our leaders went to jail, 
it was not only about the 
person who was arrested. 

We used to look at their 

families, I could see the 
health of Manish Sisodia’s 
wife deteriorating when he 
was in jail,” she recalled.

On the arrest of AAP’s 
national convener Kejri-
wal, Atishi argued that if 
he had intended to indulge 
in corruption, he would 
never have left the post of 
Income Tax commissioner. 
Instead, she said, he dedi-
cated himself to public life, 
even at the cost of his per-

sonal health.
“These days, I have heard 

IRS officers opting for Vol-
untary Retirement Scheme 
because they have either 
purchased a hotel in Lon-
don, Paris or have a prop-
erty there,” she quipped.

“But here is a man (Kejri-
wal) who has sacrificed so 
much for this country, even 
his personal health,” said 
Atishi, who is also AAP’s 
in-charge for Goa.

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday pulled up civic 
authorities over unclean 
sewer lines in Tihar Central 
Jail, remarking that judges 
had been “reduced to mu-
nicipal commissioners” 
while dealing with such 
issues.

A bench of Chief Justice 
D K Upadhyaya and Jus-
tice Tushar Rao Gedela 
was hearing a petition filed 
by lifer Sonu Dahiya, who 
claimed that inmates were 
forced to live in “unhygienic 
living conditions” due to 
persistent drainage prob-
lems.

“Can you understand 
the problem faced by the 

inmates due to sanitation 
problem of sewage lines? 
We have been reduced to 
municipal commission-
ers,” the bench told a Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
official present in court.

The judges questioned 
why sewer lines laid in 
2024 had still not been con-
nected to the main sewage 
system. 

“You received letters from 
the prison authorities per-

taining not only for ensur-
ing connecting sewer lines 
to main sewer line but also 
regarding cleaning,” the 
court asked.

The PWD official re-
sponded that a tender had 
been issued for cleaning 
the sewer lines. At this, the 
bench expressed its dis-
pleasure, noting: “You float 
the tender during the mid 
of the monsoon... Should 
we summon the authority 
responsible for approval (of 
tender)?... How long would 
it take for you to clean (the 
sewage lines)?”

The official told the court 
that, as a temporary mea-
sure, cleaning of sewer 
lines had begun and would 
be completed by August 25. 

‘How are citizens of Delhi 
safe if CM herself is unsafe?’ 

Three workers killed in 
Daryaganj building collapse

Atishi calls Kejriwal arrest difficult phase, vows to fight BJP HC raps civic bodies over 
Tihar sewer mess
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DELHI BJP CHIEF SACHDEVA SAYS CM 
REKHA ’STABLE’ FOLLOWING ATTACK

Following the attack 
on Delhi Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta, 

state BJP chief Virendraa 
Sachdeva informed that 
her condition is “stable” 
and was examined by the 
doctors. He said that CM is 
a “strong” lady and she has 
not cancelled her programs.

Sachdeva said that a man 
approached her and pre-
sented her papers during 
the Jan Sunvai on Wednes-
day morning. The accused 
tried to pull CM Gupta 
towards him, following 
which there was a little 
“jostling”.

The Delhi BJP chief 
said that the accused was 
nabbed by the police and 
the investigation is under-
way.

“During Jan Sunvai this 

morning, CM was speak-
ing with the public like she 
always does. A man ap-
proached her, presented 
some paper and suddenly 
held her hand while try-
ing to pull her towards 
him. During this, there 
was a little jostling...People 

nabbed him. Who is he, and 
all other details are being 
investigated by the Police...
The CM is stable. Doctors 
have examined her. I have 
met her, she is a strong 
woman...It seems that she 
suffered a light blow to her 
head...The slap or stone-

throwing stories are fab-
ricated...Such incidents in 
politics are condemnable...
Jan Sunvai will continue. 
CM is resting right now but 
she has said that she will 
not cancel her programs,” 
Virendraa Sachdeva told 
reporters.

Delhi Minister Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa also con-
demned the attack on CM 
Rekha Gupta, terming it a 
“conspiracy” by her rivals. 
He further believed that all 
facts regarding the incident 
would come after police in-
vestigation.

“I strongly condemn the 
attack on the CM during 
Jan Sunvai. She worries for 
Delhi day and night. This is 
a conspiracy by rivals, they 
can’t tolerate that a CM 
remains amid the public 
for hours, that she meets 
people at her residence. So, 
there seems to be a politi-
cal conspiracy behind this. 
Delhi Police is investigat-
ing this. All facts will come 
out,” Sirsa said in a self-
made video.

Another Delhi Minister 
Kapil Mishra said that the 
attack on CM Rekha Gupta 
was a “cowardly” act and 

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta attacked during Jan Sunvai, BJP 
confirms stability. 
TdG NETWORK
New Delhi

Aam Aadmi Party conve-
nor Arvind Kejriwal con-
demned the attack on Delhi 
CM Rekha Gupta stating 
that in democracy there 
can be differences of opin-
ion, but there is no place for 
violence.

He expressed confidence 
in the Delhi Police to take 
appropriate action on the 
matter and wished for CM 
Rekha Gupta’s well-being.

“The attack on Delhi’s 
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta is highly condemnable. 
In a democratic system, dif-
ferences of opinion and op-
position are acceptable, but 
there can be no place for vi-
olence. I am confident that 
the Delhi Police will take 
appropriate action. I hope 
the Chief Minister is com-
pletely safe and healthy,” 
Kejriwal wrote on ‘X’.

AAP Delhi chief Saurabh 

Bharadwaj also expressed 
disappointment over the 
incident stating that there 
is no place for such an at-
tack in society and these are 
not the principles taught by 
Mahatma Gandhi.

He further raised ques-
tions on the group “pa-
tronising” the violence 
mentioning that violence 
is not only when the Chief 
Minister is attacked, but 

also when the police took 
violent actions against SSC 
students and teachers.

“This is condemnable. 
There is no place for any 
kind of violence in our so-
ciety. This was taught to us 
by Mahatma Gandhi. The 
question is which group 
is patronising violence. 
Violence is not only when 
a CM is attacked, but also 
when police action is tak-

en against SSC students 
and teachers. The farmers 
protested for their rights, 
but the police took violent 
action against them - this 
was also violence. The po-
lice have no right to treat 
citizens in this manner”, 
Saurabh Bharadwaj said in 
a self-made video.

Bharadwaj further re-
ferred to a previous inci-
dent when a BJP supporter 
attacked Arvind Kejriwal 
during election campaign. 
He recalled that at time the 
BJP people said that the 
Delhi people are upset with 
him; however, in CM Rekha 
Gupta’s case his party will 
not do the same.

“During an election pro-
gram, a BJP supporter had 
attacked Arvind Kejriwal. 
At the time, the BJP said 
that the person was a civil 
defence volunteer who 
was upset with Arvind  
Kejriwal. 
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Talking to media in Goa on Tuesday, 
Atishi said that when Kejriwal was 
taken away by ED sleuths in connection 
with a money laundering case in March 
2024, she returned home with a sinking 
heart but an even firmer resolve.

Attack on Delhi CM Rekha Gupta

n BJP chief Sachdeva says 
Rekha Gupta is “stable” 
after incident.

n Man grabbed CM’s hand 
during Jan Sunvai, caus-
ing minor jostling.

n Delhi ministers Sirsa and 
Mishra term attack a 
conspiracy, cowardly act.

n  CM resting but refuses 
to cancel programs, 
vows governance will  
continue.

Delhi  BJP chief Virendraa Sachdeva informing media that 
her condition is "stable" and was examined by the doctors 
on Wednesday.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Priyanka 
Chaturvedi  condemning 
attack on Delhi CM at press 
event  on Wednesday

Aam Aadmi Party convenor Arvind Kejriwal condemning the 
attack on Delhi CM Rekha Gupta on Wednesday.

BJP MLA Satish Upadhyay

File photo of Atishi with Kejriwal at a press conference just 
before his arrest in liquorgate.

Teams from NDRF joining the rescue operation soon 
after the incident, working alongside Delhi Police, 
fire brigade personnel and DDMA staff.
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Nitish transfers Rs 456 crore 
to flood-hit families

Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar 
o n  We d n e s d ay 

transferred over Rs 456 
crore direct ly  to  the 
bank accounts of more 
than 6.51 lakh families 
affected by the recent 
flood. Each family hit by 
the deluge received Rs 
7,000 as gratuitous re-
lief, according to a state-
ment issued by the Chief 
Minister’s Office (CMO) 
here.

The amount was trans-
ferred at a function held 
at the official residence of 
the CM in Patna. “A total 
sum of Rs 456.12 crore was 
transferred directly to the 
bank accounts of 6,51,602 
flood-affected families 
in 12 districts,” the CMO 

statement said.
The CM had recently an-

nounced an increase in the 
gratuitous relief money 
from Rs 6,000 per family 
to Rs 7,000. A large num-
ber of people have been 
affected by the floods in 
Bihar, where several riv-
ers are in spate due to tor-

rential rain in the past 24 
hours, officials said on 
Wednesday.

The affected districts 
include Bhojpur, Patna, 
Saran, Vaishali, Samas-
tipur, Begusarai, Lakh-
isarai, Munger, Khagaria, 
Bhagalpur and Katihar, 
the statement said.

The CM also directed of-
ficials to remain alert as 
rain is expected in Sep-
tember. Those who were 
present in the meeting 
included Disaster Man-
agement Minister Vijay 
Kumar Mandal, Chief Sec-
retary Amrit Lal Meena, 
Development Commis-

sioner Pratyaya Amrit, 
Water Resources Depart-
ment’s Principal Secretary 
Santosh Kumar Mall and 
other senior officials of the 
state government.

Nitish Kumar transfers relief funds to lakhs of Bihar’s flood-hit families.
TdG NETWORK
Patna Rs 456 crore flood relief transfer

n �Over 6.51 lakh families in 12 
districts received Rs 7,000 
each.
n �Total relief sum of Rs 456.12 

crore transferred directly 
via DBT.
n �CM had recently raised 

relief per family from Rs 
6,000 to Rs 7,000.
n �Officials instructed to stay 

alert as heavy rains may 
continue in September.

A series of complaints were 
filed regarding the deletion 
of voter names from elec-
toral rolls in various dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh, in-
cluding Kasganj, Jaunpur, 
Barabanki, and Nawada in 
Bihar. However, investiga-
tions into these complaints 
have revealed discrepan-
cies and baseless claims.

The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) is facing criti-
cism over the deletion of 
voter names from electoral 
rolls in various constituen-
cies; however, investiga-
tions reveal discrepancies 
in some cases.

A complaint was filed 
regarding the deletion of 8 
voter names in the Aman-
pur Assembly Constitu-
ency. An investigation 
revealed that seven voters 
had duplicate entries, and 
one name was removed 
due to the voter’s death. 
The names of the seven 
voters are still present in 
the voter list. “A complaint 
was received via email 

regarding the incorrect 
deletion of the names of 
8 voters under the 101 
Amanpur Assembly Con-
stituency of Kasganj Dis-
trict. The investigation 
revealed that the names 
of 7 voters were listed 
twice in the voter list, and 
one name was deleted as 
per the rules,” posted DM 
Kasganj on X.

“The names of these 7 
voters are still present in 
the voter list today. Due 
to the death of one voter, 
their wife had filled out 
Form 7, based on which 
the deceased’s name was 
removed,” added DM Kas-
ganj.

A complaint alleged er-
roneous deletion of 5 voter 
names in the Jaunpur 
Assembly Constituency. 
However, the investigation 
revealed that all 5 voters 
had passed away before 
2022, and their names were 
removed as per the rules.

“A complaint was received 
via email regarding the er-
roneous deletion of the 
names of five voters under 
the Jaunpur Assembly Con-
stituency 366 in Jaunpur 
district. All five mentioned 
voters had passed away be-
fore the year 2022. This was 
confirmed by the family 
members of the deceased 
voters, local residents, 

and the local councillor. 
The names of the deceased 
have been duly removed as 
per the rules. Therefore, the 
aforementioned complaint 
is completely baseless and 
misleading,” posted DM 
Jaunpur on X.

Affidavits were received 
regarding the deletion of 
2 voter names in the Kursi 
Assembly constituency. 
The investigation found 
that both voters’ names are 
registered in the voter list.

“Affidavits from 2 voters 
of the 266-Kursi Assembly 
constituency in Barabanki 
district were received re-
garding the erroneous dele-
tion of their names from the 
voter list. The investigation 
found that the names of 
both the aforementioned 
voters are registered in the 
voter list,” DM Barabanki 
posted on X.

This comes after the 
Samajwadi Party has raised 
concerns over the deletion 
of voter names, alleging 
potential errors and voter 
suppression. Akhilesh 
Yadav, leader of the Sama-
jwadi Party, has demanded 

that the ECI provide an af-
fidavit stating that the digi-
tal receipt sent to them is 
authentic.

“The Election Commis-
sion is claiming that they 
have not received the affida-
vits provided by the Sama-
jwadi Party in UP; they 
should check the acknowl-
edgment receipt issued by 
their own office as proof 
of receipt of our affidavits. 
This time, we demand that 
the Election Commission 
provide an affidavit stating 
that the digital receipt sent 
to us is authentic, other-
wise, not only the ‘Election 
Commission’ but also ‘Dig-
ital India’ will come under 
suspicion. If BJP goes, truth 
will prevail!” said Yadav.

Meanwhile, in Bihar’s 
Nawada, a complaint was 
filed by Subodh Kumar, 
alleging the removal of his 
name from the electoral 
roll. However, the inves-
tigation revealed that his 
name was never recorded 
in the electoral roll, and he 
did not submit the required 
form to claim his voting 
rights.

Voter list controversy unfolds in UP, Bihar: 
Investigations reveal discrepancies, baseless claims
TdG NETWORK
Nawada  

A 29-year-old woman, 
Archana Tiwari, a lawyer 
and civil judge aspirant, 
who went missing while 
travelling on Narmada 
Express on August 7, was 
found from Nepal border 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Lakh-
impur Kheri, a Govern-
ment Railway Police (GRP) 
official said on Wednesday.

According to the GRP, 
the woman was travel-
l ing  on the  Narmada 

Express on August 7 to 
reach her hometown, but 
when she did not arrive, 
her brother, Ankush Ti-
wari, lodged a missing 
complaint with the GRP 

Katni on August 8. Later, 
the case was transferred 
to GRP Rani Kamalapati 
station in Bhopal, where 
a formal missing case 
was registered on August 
9 and began investigation 
into the matter.

GRP Superintendent of 
Police (SP), Rahul Lodha 
said, “The woman Archana 
Tiwari who was travelling 
on berth number 3 of coach 
B 3 of Narmada Express on 
August 7 and efforts were 
on to trace her after the 
missing complaint. 

BJP MLA from Balasore 
Manas Kumar Dutta has wel-
comed the Election Commis-
sion’s decision to begin the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls in 
Odisha, saying the exercise 
had been a “long-standing de-
mand of the common people.”

Speaking to ANI on Tues-
day, Dutta said, “The start of 

SIR (Special Intensive Revi-
sion) in Odisha has been a 
long-standing demand of 
the common people. It will 
be initiated by the Election 

Commission in September. 
The Election Commission is 
working in the interest of the 
country.”

Targeting the Congress and 
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) for 
opposing the exercise, Dutta 
called their stance a “feudal 
mindset.” “Congress and 
BJD are displaying a feudal 
mindset. They think that if 
they lose, the Election Com-
mission is wrong, and if they 
win, the EVM is fine. 

Missing MP woman found near Nepal 
border, cites marriage pressure

Public wants SIR: BJP MLA Dutta backs 
voter roll revision in Odisha

TdG NETWORK
Bhopal
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Minister of State for Elec-
tronics and Information 
Technology, Jitin Prasada, 
on Wednesday extended 
his gratitude to Home Min-
ister Amit Shah for granting 
permission for the name 
change of Uttar Pradesh’s 
Jalalabad to Parshuram-
puri.

In a post on social media 
X, Prasada stated that the 
decision made under the 
guidance and leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath was a moment of pride 
for the entire Sanatani com-
munity.

“Heartfelt thanks and 
gratitude to the Honor-
able Home Minister Shri @
AmitShah ji for granting 
permission to change the 
name of Jalalabad in Shah-
jahanpur, Uttar Pradesh, to 
‘Parshurampuri’!

Sincere gratitude, rever-
ence, and congratulations 
to the respected Prime Min-
ister Shri @narendramodi 
ji and the Honorable Chief 

Minister Shri @myogiad-
ityanath ji! This decision, 
made under your guidance 
and leadership, has pro-
vided a moment of pride for 
the entire Sanatani commu-
nity,” the post read.

“Millions of salutations at 
the feet of Lord Parshuram 
ji! It is only by your grace 
that I could become an in-

strument in this sacred 
task. May your gracious 
gaze remain upon the en-
tire world,” the post further 
read.

Earlier in the day, Home 
Minister Amit Shah in-
troduced the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation 
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, in 
the Lok Sabha.

UP’s Jalalabad renamed Parshurampuri, 
MoS Prasada thanks Shah
TDG Network
New Delhi  

A class eighth student died 
during treatment after he 
was stabbed during a quar-
rel with another student on 
August 19, police said on 
Wednesday.

According to Joint Com-
missioner of Police Jaipal 
Singh Rathore, the accused 
was detained following the 
incident; however, the fam-
ily of the victim and other 
members of the Sindhi 
community gathered near 
the hospital.

He informed that the in-
vestigation is underway into 
the matter and heavy police 
force has been deployed 
near the hospital.

“Two students entered 
into a quarrel and one of 
them stabbed the other. Po-
lice registered an FIR yester-
day itself. The accused was 
detained. During treatment, 
the injured child died. So, 
his family, parents of other 
students and the Sindhi 
community have gathered 
here. Police personnel are 
here in adequate numbers. 

Further investigation is 
being done...The deceased 
child hailed from Sindhi 
community and the main 
accused is from Muslim 
community,” he said.

Following the incident, 
Poonam, whose two daugh-
ters study in the school, al-
leged similar incidents in 
the school in the past two 
years. Poonam said that she 
complained to the school 
authorities regarding the 
incident but they didn’t take 
any action.

She alleged that boys 
speak indecent language 
in the school bus whereas 
knives and mobile phones 
are found in their bags.

“Two of my daughters’ 
study in this school. This 
is not just today’s incident. 
For the past two years, such 
incidents have been coming 
to light. I have complained 
twice. 

Ahmedabad: Class eighth 
student dies after being 
stabbed in school
TdG NETWORK
Ahmedabad   

“Heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the 
Honorable Home Minister Shri @AmitShah 

ji for granting permission to change the 
name of Jalalabad in Shahjahanpur, 
Uttar Pradesh, to ‘Parshurampuri’!

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar transferring over Rs 
456 crore directly to the bank accounts of more than 6.51 
lakh families affected by the recent flood on Wednesday.

Resident of Bihar whose name was incorrectly deleted 
from electoral rolls during SIR.

8) BJP MLA from Balasore 
Manas Kumar Dutta

File photo of Jitin Prasada with Home Minister Amit Shah 
at his residence.

The affected 
districts include 
Bhojpur, Patna, 
Saran, Vaishali, 

Samastipur, 
Begusarai, 
Lakhisarai, 

Munger, Khagaria, 
Bhagalpur and 

Katihar, the 
statement said.

NDA plans Bihar drive to 
counter Rahul campaign

Congress is with infiltrator 
voters: BJP’s Dubey 

The National Democratic 
Alliance will launch a 
joint organisational cam-
paign from October 23 to 
strengthen coordination 
among its partners and bol-
ster its push to retain power 
in Bihar, as the opposition 
bloc led by Rahul Gandhi 
intensifies its poll outreach. 
Fourteen committees have 
been set up, with BJP and 
JD(U) leaders equally shar-
ing leadership.

With assembly polls due 
in October-November, the 
committees will organise 
workers’ meetings across 
the state in two phases — 
August 23 to 25 and Au-
gust 28 to 30 — covering 
83 locations across Bihar’s 
243 constituencies. The 
committees will include 
leaders from BJP, JD(U), 
LJP (Ram Vilas), Hin-
dustani Awam Morcha 
(Secular), and Rashtriya 
Lok Morcha.

BJP leaders chairing the 
committees include Depu-
ty Chief Ministers Samrat 
Chaudhary and Vijay Ku-
mar Sinha, state president 
Dilip Kumar Jaiswal, Union 
ministers Giriraj Singh and 

Nityanand Rai, state minis-
ter Mangal Pandey, and Lok 
Sabha MP Sanjay Jaiswal. 
The JD(U) leaders heading 
committees include nation-
al working president Sanjay 
Jha, Union minister Ram 
Nath Thakur, state presi-
dent Umesh Singh Kush-
waha, and state ministers 
Vijay Chaudhary, Shrawon 
Kumar, Ashok Choudhary, 
and Ratnesh Sada.

Each of the 14 panels 

will have seven members, 
including MPs and min-
isters, to mobilise grass-
roots workers from across 
the NDA. Leaders said the 
meetings are designed to 
project unity among allies 
and craft a collective nar-
rative, something seen as 
lacking in the 2020 polls 
when Chirag Paswan’s LJP 
damaged JD(U)’s fortunes 
by fielding candidates 
against it.

Amid Congress’ relentless 
campaign against alleged 
electoral malpractice, 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader Nishikant Dubey lev-
elled his own “vote theft” 
charge against the Opposi-
tion on Wednesday, claim-
ing that the opposition party 
is supporting “Bangladeshi 
infiltrator muslim voters.”

The BJP leader gave mul-
tiple alleged examples of 
‘Vote chori’ by Congress, 
one them he said by ‘hur-
riedly’ calling an election 
after the assassination of 
former Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi in 1984. Post-
ing about the allegations on 
X, he also mentioned that 
doubts over Rajiv Gandhi’s 
election were raised, where 
it was alleged that trucks full 

of voters were being ferried 
in Amethi in the 1981 and 
1984 elections.

Claiming that the former 
PM Indira Gandhi was still 
registered as a voter in 1984, 
and 1989, Dubey posted on X 
in Hindi, “Even after Indira 
Gandhi’s death, she was a 
voter in 1984 and 1989. 
Today, Rahul Gandhi is 
telling the public about his 
own misdeeds, Congress’s 
hand is with Bangladeshi 
infiltrator Muslim voters.”

On October 31, 1984, for-
mer PM Indira Gandhi was 
assassinated, just 2 months 
later, on December 24, 27, 
and 28, general elections 
were held. Questioning 
the “hurry” with which 
the Election Commission 
announced the polls, his 
post added, “October 31, 
1984, Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi was assassinated, 
the flames of her pyre had 
not even cooled, and the 
Election Commission an-
nounced the Lok Sabha elec-
tions on November 13, 1984, 
elections in such a hurry?” 
In another post, calling into 
question the election of Ra-
jiv Gandhi, the BJP leader 
highlighted an SC order 
which ruled on allegations 
of corruption and electoral 
malpractice by Congress to 
manipulate results in the 
Amethi constituency.

TDG Network
Patna 

TDG Network
New Delhi 

With assembly polls due in October-
November, the committees will organise 
workers’ meetings across the state in two 
phases — August 23 to 25 and August 

28 to 30 — covering 83 locations 
across Bihar’s 243 constituencies.

BJP leader Nishikant Dubey 
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Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Wednesday 
presented to GoMs from 
states her government’s 
plans for sweeping reforms 
in the GST regime that in-
volves slashing tax rates and 
easing compliance burden 
for businesses.

The GoMs on rate rational-
isation, insurance taxation 
and compensation cess will 
over two days deliberate on 
the Centre’s ‘next-gen’ GST 
reforms under which tax 
will be levied at 5 and 18 per 
cent rates. A special 40 per 
cent rate has been proposed 
on 5-7 items, including sin 
goods.

GST is currently levied at 5, 
12, 18 and 28 per cent. While 
food and essential items are 
either at nil or 5 per cent rate, 
luxury and demerit goods 
are in 28 per cent slab, with 
a cess on top of it.

The finance minister’s ad-
dress to the GoMs was for 
about 20 minutes during 
which she elaborated on the 

Centre’s proposal, a source 
said. She explained the ne-
cessity for GST reforms to 
the states, the source added.

The group of ministers 
(GoM) on compensation 
cess was set up to decide 
on the future of compensa-
tion cess post the loan re-
payment period. Besides, 
the GoM on insurance was 
deliberating on reducing 
tax rates on health and life 
insurance premium.

The rate rationalisation 
GoM was mandated to 
suggest changes in slabs 
and rates and also remove 
duty inversion faced by cer-
tain sectors. The GoM on 

GST rate rationalisation is 
scheduled to meet again on 
August 21.

As per an SBI Research 
report, the proposal, if 
implemented, could result 
in revenue loss of about Rs 
85,000 crore a year. For 
the current fiscal, the loss 
to revenue is estimated at 
Rs 45,000 crore assuming 
the new tax rates are imple-
mented from October 1.

The Centre’s proposal 
once approved by the GoMs 
will be placed before the 
GST Council, comprising 
ministers from Centre and 
all states, in its meeting next 
month. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has announced 
rollout of the GST reforms 
by Diwali.

The SBI Research report 
estimated that the effective 
weighted average GST rate 
came down from 14.4 per 
cent at the time of inception 
to 11.6 per cent in Septem-
ber 2019. Given the current 
rationalisation of rates, the 
effective weighted average 
GST rate may be 9.5 per 
cent.

FM meets GST GoMs,  explains 
need for tax reformSensex gains 213 points, Nifty tops 25K

Indian stock markets on 
Wednesday closed with 
both benchmark indices 

higher after recovering from 
early losses. Sensex rose 
213.45 points, or 0.26 per 
cent, to settle at 81,857.84, 
while the NSE Nifty 50 
gained 69.90 points, or 0.28 
per cent, ending at 25,050.55.

Over the past five sessions, 
the Sensex has advanced 
around 2.3 per cent and the 
Nifty about 2 per cent, lifted 
by optimism around pro-
posed Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) reforms. Experts 
note that strong domestic in-
flows and stable global cues 
have further strengthened 
investor confidence.

According to Ashika In-
stitutional Equities - Ashika 
Stock Broking, markets 
opened on a cautious note 
but steadily gained ground.

“Sentiment was buoyed 
after China, India’s largest 
trading partner, kept its key 
interest rate unchanged, a 
move that signals policy sta-
bility and carries potential 

implications for India’s trade 
outlook. On the technical 
front, Nifty decisively broke 
past its crucial resistance 
at 25,000 and continued to 
hold firm above this mark, 
further boosting investor 
confidence,” it said.

Vinod Nair, Head of Re-
search at Geojit Investments 
Limited, highlighted that the 
rally was supported by do-
mestic factors but cautioned 
about external risks.

“The Indian market sus-
tained its positive momen-
tum, supported by strong 
domestic inflows and fa-
vourable macro tailwinds. 
However, rich valuations and 
external risks, particularly 
the U.S. tariffs and sanctions 
on the purchase of Russian 
crude, continue to pose chal-

lenges. Hence, greater visibil-
ity on U.S. trade policy and 
the path of earnings recovery 
will be critical,” he said.

Nair also pointed out that 
global markets are awaiting 
cues from the release of the 
US Federal Reserve’s FOMC 
minutes and Fed Chair Je-
rome Powell’s upcoming ad-
dress at Jackson Hole.

Sudeep Shah, Head of 
Technical and Derivatives 
Research at SBI Securities, 
noted the significance of 
Nifty relcaiming 25K mark. 
“The benchmark indices 
Nifty has continued its 
northward journey for the 
fifth consecutive trading ses-
sion. Most noteworthy, it has 
ended the session above the 
psychosocial level of 25,000 
mark.

TdG NETWORK
New Delhi

TdG NETWORK
New Delhi 

TSMC secures USD 2.23 billion in 
global subsidies in first half of 2025

The combined Index of 
Eight Core Industries (ICI) 
increased by 2.0 per cent 
(provisional) in July, 2025 
as compared to the Index in 
July, 2024, Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry said in a 
statement.

The production of Steel, 
Cement, Fertilizer and 
Electricity recorded positive 
growth in July, 2025.

The ICI measures the 
combined and individual 
performance of production 
of eight core industries viz. 
Coal, Crude Oil, Natural 
Gas, Refinery Products, 
Fertilizers, Steel, Cement 
and Electricity. The Eight 
Core Industries comprise 
40.27 percent of the weight 
of items included in the In-
dex of Industrial Production 
(IIP).

The summary of the Index 
of Eight Core Industries is 
given below:

Coal - Coal production 
(weight: 10.33 per cent) de-

clined by 12.3 per cent in 
July, 2025 over July, 2024. Its 
cumulative index declined 
by 3.1 per cent during April 
to July, 2025-26 over corre-
sponding period of the pre-
vious year.

Crude Oil - Crude Oil pro-
duction (weight: 8.98 per 
cent) declined by 1.3 per 
cent in July, 2025 over July, 
2024. Its cumulative index 
declined by 1.7 per cent 
during April to July, 2025-26 
over corresponding period 
of the previous year.

Natural Gas - Natural Gas 
production (weight: 6.88 
per cent) declined by 3.2 per 
cent in July, 2025 over July, 

2024. Its cumulative index 
declined by 2.6 per cent 
during April to July, 2025-26 
over corresponding period 
of the previous year.

Petroleum Refinery Prod-
ucts - Petroleum Refinery 
production (weight: 28.04 
per cent) declined by 1.0 per 
cent in July, 2025 over July, 
2024. Its cumulative index 
declined by 0.3 per cent 
during April to July, 2025-26 
over corresponding period 
of the previous year.

Fertilizers - Fertilizer pro-
duction (weight: 2.63 per 
cent) increased by 2.0 per 
cent in July, 2025 over July, 
2024. 

In a social media post, Union Minister 
of Commerce & Industry, Piyush Goyal, 
has praised the government’s consistent 
push for “Make in India”, which has at-
tracted multiple global MNCs to India. 
“Our Government’s consistent efforts 
to drive quality transformation for pro-
ducing best-in-class products under the 
‘Make In India’ vision have found strong 
support from multinational companies,” 
he said.

Reacting to a video shared by German 
company Hafele, Goyal praised their 
commitment to India’s manufacturing 
drive under the “Make in India” initia-
tive. The minister highlighted how glob-
al firms are increasingly aligning with 
India’s push for quality-led production 
and local sourcing.

“One such group is the German com-
pany Hafele, whose commitment to lo-
cal sourcing and manufacturing in India 
for the global market highlights the im-

pact of various Quality Control Orders 
(QCOs) in strengthening our journey 
towards a Viksit Bharat,” Goyal said.

Hafele, a well-known German brand in 
interior solutions and home appliances, 
has laid out plans to increase its local 
sourcing from India. Frank Schloeder, 
managing director of Hafele, outlined 
the company’s roadmap stating, “At 
Hafele, we are proactively committed 
to the Make in India vision and are in 
the process of transitioning our supply 
chain, significantly increasing the share 
of products we source locally from 10 

per cent today to 30 per cent by the end 
of 2025 and 50 per cent soon after. This 
journey includes setting up our own 
manufacturing footprint in India, while 
also partnering with suppliers who re-
flect our strong quality mindset.”

He further explained that Hafele’s col-
laborations are already showing results. 
“We would like to thank DPIIT, the Min-
istry of Commerce, for facilitating this 
collaboration and supporting our efforts 
to strengthen the partner landscape in 
India,” Schloeder said.

Underscoring the company’s long-
term vision, Schloeder added that 
Hafele’s “German quality mindset aligns 
well with the Indian government’s ef-
forts to uplift product and service stan-
dards. By complying with QCOs, Indian 
manufacturers can produce best-in-
class products, and together we should 
aim to manufacture from India for the 
world. Hafele remains firmly committed 
to this quality-led transformation, and 
we fully support the Honourable Prime 
Minister’s vision of Viksit Bharat.”

India and the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU), com-
prising Armenia, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic 
and the Russian Federation 
signed the Terms of Reference 
(ToR) here on Wednesday to 
launch negotiations on a Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA), ac-
cording to a statement.

The ToR was signed by Ad-
ditional Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, Govern-
ment of India, Ajay Bhadoo, 
and Deputy Director, Trade 
Policy Department, Eur-
asian Economic Commission 
(EEC), Mikhail Cherekaev.

During his visit, Additional 
Secretary, Department of 

Commerce, Government 
of India, Ajay Bhadoo also 
called on Minister in charge of 
Trade, EEC, Andrei Slepnev.

The heads of negotiation 
groups apprised the Minister 
about the milestone achieved 
with the signing of the ToR 
and discussed next steps to 
formally launch the nego-
tiation process, including 
organizational aspects of the 

future trade deal.
Both sides noted the grow-

ing trade turnover between 
India and the EAEU, which 
stood at USD 69 billion in 
2024, registering a 7 percent 
increase over 2023.

With a combined GDP of 
USD 6.5 trillion, the pro-
posed FTA is expected to 
expand market access for 
Indian exporters, support 

diversification into new 
sectors and geographies, 
enhance competitiveness 
against non-market econo-
mies, and deliver significant 
benefits to Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs).

“The ToR provides the 
framework for negotiations 
and is expected to unlock 
untapped trade potential, 
increase investments and 
establish a stronger, dura-
ble India-EAEU economic 
partnership. Both sides re-
affirmed their commitment 
to the early conclusion of 
the agreement and to build-
ing a long-term institutional 
framework for trade coop-
eration,” commerce ministry 
statement said.

The recent rationalisation 
of Goods and Services Tax 
(GST), also being referred 
to as GST 2.0, is expected to 
provide a significant boost to 
consumption in the current 
financial year, according to 
a report by the State Bank of 
India (SBI).

The report estimated that 
the GST 2.0 regime, while 

involving an average revenue 
loss of Rs 85,000 crore, has 
resulted in a substantial con-
sumption boost of Rs 1.98 
lakh crore.

It stated “The GST 2.0 re-
gime....is estimated to have 
boosted consumption by Rs 
1.98 lakh crore.”

The report also highlighted 
that when combined with the 
income tax cuts announced 
earlier, the overall impact is 
even more pronounced. To-

gether, both measures are ex-
pected to add nearly Rs 5.31 
lakh crore to consumption 
expenditure in the economy, 
which translates into around 
1.6 per cent of GDP.

The SBI analysis highlight-
ed that the measures intro-
duced in FY26 have contrib-
uted to a measurable uplift in 
household demand.

The income tax rate cut 
alone, which resulted in a 
revenue loss of about Rs 1 

lakh crore, enhanced house-
hold disposable incomes. 
This measure led to an ad-
ditional Rs 3.33 lakh crore of 
consumer spending.

In the case of GST, the re-
port said that consumption 
could see a boost of around 
0.6 per cent. To evaluate the 
demand-side effect of the Rs 
85,000 crore GST revenue 
shortfall in FY25, the analy-
sis modelled it as an effective 
reduction in indirect taxes 

borne by households and 
firms.

A decline in GST collec-
tions lowers the tax burden, 
thereby increasing disposable 
purchasing power.

The mechanics of this oper-
ate in two stages, according to 
the report. In the first round, 
households spend a fraction 
of the tax cut equal to their 
marginal propensity to con-
sume (MPC).

With MPC at 0.7, the initial 

injection of consumption is 
estimated at Rs 70,000 crore. 
This direct spending further 
triggers induced rounds of 
consumption, amplifying 
the overall impact through 
the tax multiplier effect.

The report noted that such 
an outcome points out the 
importance of a carefully de-
signed tax policy in stimulat-
ing domestic demand.

While direct tax cuts di-
rectly support household 

incomes, broad-based indi-
rect tax reforms such as GST 
2.0 could have a deeper and 
more immediate impact on 
consumption dynamics.

Even without adjustments 
in revenue loss, the report 
suggested that the Rs 45,000 
crore shortfall is likely to be 
more than compensated by 
the potential revenue gains 
from the GST cut.

An estimated consumption 
boost of Rs 5.5 lakh crore, 

with an effective tax rate of 
around 9.5 per cent, could 
generate additional GST rev-
enue of Rs 52,000 crore. This 
would be equally divided be-
tween the Centre and states at 
around Rs 26,000 crore each.

The report further pointed 
out that on average, the Cen-
tre has exceeded its projected 
tax revenue by Rs 2.26 trillion 
in the last four years, indicat-
ing fiscal space to absorb such 
reforms. (ANI)

India’s core industries recorded 
2% growth in July

Goyal lauds govt’s commitment to ‘Make in India’ vision EAEU sign Terms of Reference to launch 
FTA negotiations

GST 2.0 rationalisation expected to boost consumption 

Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Co. (TSMC) 
has received USD 2.23 billion 
(NTD 67.13 billion) in subsi-
dies from the governments of 
the United States, Germany, 
Japan and China during the 
first half of 2025, according to 
a Focus Taiwan report.

As per the report, financial 
data compiled by the world’s 
largest contract chipmaker 
showed that USD 1.17 billion 
(NTD 35.15 billion) in aid was 
granted in the first quarter of 
this year, followed by USD 
1.06 billion (NTD 31.98 bil-
lion) in the second. These 
subsidies, combined with 
USD 2.49 billion (NTD 75.16 
billion) received in 2024, 
pushed the total aid from the 
four governments to USD 4.7 
billion (NTD 142.29 billion) 
over the past 18 months.

TSMC stated that the 
funds were allocated for 
property purchases, equip-
ment, factory construction, 
and operational expenses to 

support its global expansion 
strategy. The subsidies were 
tied to agreements signed by 
TSMC’s subsidiaries with lo-
cal governments where the 
company has invested.

In the United States, TSMC 
Arizona Corp. is building 
three advanced semicon-
ductor plants worth USD 65 
billion. The first fab began 
mass production in late 2024 
using 4-nanometer technol-
ogy. Construction of the sec-
ond fab has been completed, 
with commercial production 
using the 3-nanometer pro-
cess expected soon. Work has 
also started on a third facility, 
which will adopt 2-nanome-

ter and A16 process technolo-
gies.

TSMC has pledged to in-
vest an additional USD 100 
billion in the coming years to 
build further fabs, assembly 
plants, and a research and de-
velopment center in Arizona.

In Japan, TSMC’s joint ven-
ture, Japan Advanced Semi-
conductor Manufacturing, 
Inc. (JASM), launched mass 
production at its first fab 
in Kumamoto at the end of 
2024. Plans for a second fab 
are underway, though local 
infrastructure development 
has slowed progress amid 
resident concerns over traf-
fic congestion.
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RBI shifting towards 
principle outcome-based 
regulations Dy Guv Rao

The Reserve Bank is gradu-
ally shifting towards prin-
ciple and outcome-based 
regulations that will give 
operational flexibility to 
regulated entities (REs) and 
tailor their activities to their 
unique needs, said central 
bank deputy governor M 
Rajeshwar Rao.

There is no perfect regu-
latory approach, however, 
principle and outcome-
based regulation is gener-
ally found to be more suit-
able for mature markets, he 
said while addressing the 
DoPT MDP on Financial 
Market Regulations at the 
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment Kozhikode (IIM-K) on 
Monday.

Nevertheless, even devel-
oped economies use rule-
based framework when it 
comes to safeguarding inter-
ests of consumers, he said.

“We, at the Reserve Bank 

are gradually shifting to-
wards principle and out-
come-based regulations, as 
it gives operational flexibil-
ity to the REs for conduct 
of their operations and tai-
lor their activities to their 
unique needs, while adher-
ing to the regulatory frame-
work for delivering the out-
comes expected from them,” 
Rao said.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) uploaded his speech 
on its website on Wednes-
day.

The deputy governor not-
ed that regulators are often 
confronted with complex 
challenges while framing 
regulations, necessitating 
adoption of a forward-look-
ing approach. Addressing 
emerging risks calls for nu-
anced and adaptive strate-
gies to ensure resilience.

“Regulators must adopt a 
more proactive mindset to 
help build a financial sys-
tem that is both resilient and 
adaptable.
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Rupee rises by 6 paise against US dollar

Mumbai: Rupee pared initial losses and settled on a higher note 
at 87.07 (provisional) against the US dollar, up by 6 paise on the 
back of a rise in risk appetite in global markets.
Forex traders said easing tensions over trade tariffs and hopes 
of peace between Russia and Ukraine enthused investors. 
Moreover, the proposed GST reforms and a recent credit rating 
upgrade by a foreign agency have bolstered confidence in the 
Indian economy. Rupee declined in the first half of the day on 
a positive US dollar and recovery in crude oil prices. However, 
the domestic currency recovered losses on gains in domestic 
stock markets and possible foreign fund inflows, traders added.
The local unit opened lower at 87.16 but later recovered losses 
to hit a high of 86.98 against the greenback, as GST ration-
alisation and easing worries over additional tariffs by the US 
supported investor sentiment.

Gold drops Rs 400 to Rs 1 00 020 
New Delhi:Gold prices dropped Rs 400 to Rs 1,00,020 per 
10 grams in the national capital on Wednesday due to 
continuous selling by stockists, according to the All India 
Sarafa Association. The precious metal of 99.9 per cent 
purity had settled at Rs 1,00,420 per 10 grams in the previ-
ous market close. In the local market, gold of 99.5 per cent 
purity slipped Rs 350 to Rs 99,700 per 10 grams (inclusive 
of all taxes) on Wednesday. It had closed at Rs 1,00,050 
per 10 grams on Tuesday. “Gold prices extended losses 
on Wednesday as the US dollar continued to trade with 
minimal gains, surging to a one-week high. A decline in the 
geopolitical risk premium followed a positive outcome from 
President Donald Trump’s meetings with Vladimir Putin, 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and European leaders.



‘Whoever the person 
may be, however 
high he or she is, 

no one is above the law notwith-
standing how powerful or how 
rich he or she may be”. This is 
the basic principle of the con-
cept of ‘Rule of Law’, which 
asserts the supremacy of law 
and puts everyone on equal 
footing. It is the basic prin-
ciple of governance of any 
liberal and democratic soci-
ety. The judiciary, which is 
the central pillar of democ-
racy, is the guardian of the 
Rule of Law. It holds a crucial 
position in the order and the 
maintenance of democracy.

The recent proceedings of 
the Ajmer District court in 

Kamlesh Mandoliya v. Vikas 
Divyakirti have reignited 
the national debate over a 
fault line in modern Indian 
Jurisprudence: how do we 
reconcile robust public criti-
cism of our institutions with 
the urgency to protect indi-
vidual and collective repu-
tations? When a YouTube 
video allegedly authored by 
a coaching institute founder 
Dr. Vikas Divyakirti sparked 
criminal defamation pro-
ceedings u/s 353 (2), 356 (2) 
& (3) of the Bhartiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, and section 66 A (b) 
IT Act (for online transmis-
sion), it pave the way for an 
extensive debate about free 
speech, judicial sensitiv-

ity, and the chilling effect of 
sweeping defamation laws. 
Justice Manmohan Chan-
del taking cognizance of the 
matter observed prima facie 
evidence linking Divyakriti’s 
remarks about judges and ju-
dicial system with malicious 
intent. At this initial stage 
though, the judge explicitly 
noted that one only need to 
ask whether the allegations 
warrant further action, not 
whether guilt is proven citing 
Sonu Gupta v. State of Haryana 
[(2015) 3 SCC 424]and Nupur 
Talwar v. CBI [(2012) 11 SCC 
465]

However, the court’s de-
tailed remarks suggest an 
unusually low threshold 
for finding harm to the judi-
ciary’s “dignity, impartiality, 
and reputation”. The order 
raised concerns that such 
content “could create distrust 
and confusion among the general 
public” about the judicial sys-
tem. Dropping other charges, 
the court took cognizance of 
the offence u/s 356 (1)(2),(3)
(4) Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita 
2023, and ordered Dr. Divya-
kirti to appear in person. To 
sum up, the court treated a 
general criticism of judicial 
appointments as equivalent 
to a serious offence. Instead 
of robust debate, it appears 
that the court is focused on 
protecting its own image.        

RELATION OF MEDIA 
WITH JUDICIARY – 

LEGAL PERSPECTIVE
The relationship between 
the judiciary and the media 
is an interplay of transpar-
ency, accountability, and 
the integrity of the judicial 
process. The media (press), 
referred to as the “fourth 
estate,” plays a very crucial 
role in informing the public, 
shaping opinions, and hold-
ing the Government machin-
ery, leaders and institutions 
accountable. However, this 
relationship can sometimes 
lead to conflicts, particularly 
when media coverage influ-
ences public perception and 
judicial proceedings.

The defense of Dr. Divya-
kirti’s offensive remarks 
against the judicial officers 
and legal professionals was 
twofold, first, he insisted 
on the authenticity and the 
authorization of the video, 
claiming it to be a third-party 
made edit, which extracted 
and reposted it without his 
consent. Second, he sought 
multiple exceptions u/s 
356 (1) and the protection 
of Article 19 (1) (a). These 
defenses invoked landmark 
precedents like S. Khushboo v. 
Kanniammal (2010 5 SCC 600) 
on locus standi, and Subrama-
niam Swamy v. Union of India 
(2016 7 SCC 221) on balancing 
free speech with reputational 
rights. In contrast, the court 
bluntly rejected the freedom 
of speech claim. Citing Re 
Arundhati Roy (2002) and 

Re Prashant Bhushan (2020), it 
observed that while freedom 
of expression is protected, it 
“does not extent to speech that 
insults or undermines the dignity 
of courts”. The court empha-
sized that Dr. Divyakirti had 
not apologized or taken re-
medial steps thus degrading 
his credibility.     

Practically, a policy critique 
in a lecture hall or a provo-
cation in a social media post 
might land its speaker in a 
criminal dock. This brings 
the two main aspects of 
democratic discourse un-
der scrutiny.  First, aca-
demic freedom: more often 
than not, academic profes-
sionals like Dr. Divyakirti 
routinely dissect policy and 
legal norms on multiple 
platforms including digital 
ones. If expressing a criti-
cal opinion from a podium 
or dissecting judicial ap-
pointments in a coaching 
session risks criminal sanc-
tion; think-tanks, universi-
ties, and professional insti-
tutes may self-censor. This 
cripples the very essence of 
scholarship which revolves 
around probing, scrutiniz-
ing and sometimes offend 
entrenched sensibilities.   

Second, journalistic and 
civic critique: a belief that 
designating media as the 
forth pillar of democracy 
will constitute it functional 
is merely a hoax unless they 
have been armed with the 

necessary freedom to name, 
criticize, and lampoon au-
thorities including public fig-
ures and bodies. A nebulous 
“imputation” standard, un-
tethered to falsity or malice, 
chills that freedom. Editors 
may readily spurn stories 
about judicial inefficiency, 
fearing criminal contempt 
or defamation claims. 

CRITICISM OR IN-
TOLERANCE—WHAT 
LOWERS THE AU-
THORITY OF COURTS?
Criticism of the judiciary, 
particularly in relation to 
freedom of speech, often 
revolves around the use of 
contempt of court laws and 
the potential for these to stifle 
dissent. While the judiciary 
plays a crucial role in uphold-
ing the rule of law, concerns 
are raised about the balance 
between protecting judicial 
authority and ensuring citi-
zens can freely express their 
opinions about the courts. 

When it comes to criticism, 
the apex court itself has 
stated that every authority 
is subject to public scrutiny. 
The free and open criticism 
increases the accountability 
of the judiciary towards the 
people. In several judgments, 
the Supreme Court has tried 
to establish a fair balance be-
tween free speech and con-
tempt jurisdiction. In C. K. 
Daphtary v/s Gupta (1971), 
Supreme Court stated that 

though the existing law of 
criminal contempt comes 
within reasonable restric-
tion, it does not mean that 
one cannot express one’s ire 
against the judiciary for the 
fear of contempt. In many 
other judgments, the Su-
preme Court stated that it 
is necessary to balance two 
greats, but occasionally con-
flicting principles of freedom 
of speech & expression, and 
the fair fearless justice. It is 
said that judges are supposed 
to be men of fortitude who 
can thrive in a hardy climate. 
The freedom of expression 
is said to be one of the basic 
conditions for the progress of 
advocacy and for the devel-
opment of everyone - includ-
ing legal fraternity practicing 
the profession of law.

Restriction on the freedom 
of speech and expression can 
be imposed if it exceeds the 
reasonable and fair limit 
and amounts to contempt 
of court. It is interesting 
to note that Indian judges 
have been touchier in the 
cases of contempt of court as 
compared to English judges. 
For example, in the case of 
Balogh v. Court Crown, the 
defendant said to the judge, 
“You are a humourless au-
tomaton. Why don’t you 
self-destruct?” The judge just 
smiled but didn’t hold him li-
able for contempt of court. In 
an instance where a person 
tagged judges as ‘fools’, Fali 

S. Nariman asked Lord Tem-
pleman that why the person 
isn’t tried for contempt of 
court, he answered that they 
(English judges) don’t take 
notice of such comments. It 
is the judiciary that needs to 
understand the importance 
of criticism of any judicial 
action and not to hold every 
such act as contempt of court. 

WAY AHEAD
While it is to be noted that 
all citizens of India are guar-
anteed the right to freedom 
of speech and expression, 
contempt of court is indeed 
one of the reasonable restric-
tions that can act as a rider 
on this right. In an era in 
which social media are full 
of critics, commentators 
and observers who deem it 
necessary to air their views 
in many unrestrained and 
uninhibited ways, the higher 
judiciary should not really be 
spending its time and energy 
invoking its power to punish 
for contempt of itself. If the 
contempt has to continue, a 
review mechanism within 
the judiciary should be there 
as a safeguard against judi-
cial tyranny.
Dr.S.Krishnan is an Associate 
Professor in Seedling School of 
Law and Governance and Mr. 
Ranveer Singh Rathore is a 4th 
year student of BALLB, Seedling 
School of Law and Governance, 
Jaipur National University, 
Jaipur. 

Warfare is no longer con-
fined to trenches, tanks, 
and territorial lines. The 
battlefield of the twenty-
first century has shifted to 
codes, algorithms, satel-
lites, and quantum signals. 
In this new age, decisions 
are not just taken by gener-
als in command rooms but 
also by machine learning 
systems parsing terabytes 
of real-time data. The United 
States and China have em-
braced this transformation 
with clarity and urgency, 
pouring unprecedented re-
sources into artificial intel-
ligence, cyber dominance, 
quantum networks, and 
unmanned systems. For In-
dia, a nation with strategic 
imperatives across two hos-
tile borders and maritime 
vulnerabilities, the urgency 
is far greater. The question 
is not whether India should 
modernize but whether it 
can do so fast enough to en-
sure survival in wars where 
the first shots may be fired 
in cyberspace or space, not 
on land.

Algorithms at 
War: How AI is Re-
writing Command 
and Control
Artificial intelligence has 

become the defining marker 
of military modernisation. 
The United States leads in 
the integration of AI into its 
command and control sys-
tems, combining battlefield 
simulations with predictive 
analytics to give command-
ers decision superiority. 
In war-gaming scenarios, 
American forces rely on AI 
to identify enemy vulnerabil-
ities, optimise troop move-
ments, and execute precision 
strikes with minimal hu-
man latency. AI-driven ISR 
(Intelligence, Surveillance, 
Reconnaissance) is already 
a reality in the Pentagon’s 
doctrine, where unmanned 
systems feed vast amounts of 
battlefield data into real-time 
decision networks.

China, meanwhile, is ag-
gressively pursuing what 
it calls “intelligentised war-
fare.” Beijing has directed 
enormous resources into 
AI-driven war-gaming, 
electronic warfare, and 
predictive decision-making 
systems. Chinese companies, 
operating in close synergy 
with the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA), are designing 
AI tools for faster battlefield 
simulations, autonomous 
targeting, and even psycho-
logical operations powered 
by big data profiling. China’s 
approach is systemic, linking 
civilian research institutions 
with military applications 
in a model of state-directed 
innovation that accelerates 
military readiness.

India, though making 
strides through defence 
startups and research agen-
cies, is still at the early stages 
of AI integration. Initiatives 

like AI-based battlefield 
management systems, pre-
dictive logistics, and indig-
enous drone platforms are 
promising. Yet the scale re-
mains modest compared to 
the U.S. and China. Bureau-
cratic hurdles, lack of seam-
less data sharing between 
services, and a fragmented 
ecosystem of research and 
defence industry limit India’s 
ability to operationalise AI at 
a decisive scale. The danger is 
that while India builds pilots 
and prototypes, adversaries 
are already deploying AI in 
live conflict scenarios.

Invisible Battle-
fields: The Cyber 
Domain as the New 
Frontline
If AI is the brain of future 
warfare, cyber is its blood-
stream. The United States 
commands perhaps the most 
mature offensive cyber capa-
bility in the world, with U.S. 
Cyber Command operating 
as a fully-fledged warfight-
ing unit. From disrupting 
ISIS propaganda networks 
to launching precision cyber 
strikes on adversarial infra-
structure, the U.S. has dem-
onstrated that cyber power 
can substitute or supple-
ment conventional military 
campaigns. Its doctrine of 
“persistent engagement” 
ensures that adversaries 
are always on the defensive, 
never secure in their digital 
networks.

China, in contrast, has 
perfected the art of cyber-
enabled espionage and long-
term infiltration. From the 
theft of intellectual property 
to the sabotage of strategic 
networks, Chinese cyber 
units have shown skill in 
operating below the thresh-
old of open warfare. Beijing 
uses cyber tools as both a 
strategic equaliser and an 
enabler of hybrid warfare, 
penetrating supply chains, fi-
nancial systems, and critical 
infrastructure of rivals. The 
Chinese state’s close ties with 

its technology giants give it 
both reach and plausible 
deniability in global cyber 
operations.

India’s cyber posture, 
though evolving, remains 
predominantly defensive. 
The creation of the Defence 
Cyber Agency and increased 
focus on protecting critical 
infrastructure are steps 
in the right direction. But 
India still lacks a clearly 
articulated offensive cyber 
doctrine. Without credible 
offensive capacity, deterrence 
in cyberspace is weak. Ad-
versaries perceive India as 
a soft target for asymmetric 
attacks, whether through 
ransomware, espionage, or 
sabotage. To secure its posi-
tion, India must invest not 
just in firewalls but in the 
capacity to strike back deci-
sively in cyberspace.

Quantum Dawn: 
The Race to Secure 
the Unseen
Quantum technology repre-
sents the next seismic shift 
in warfare, promising secure 
communication, ultra-fast 
computing, and unprec-
edented decryption capa-
bilities. The United States 
has taken significant strides 
in quantum computing and 
encryption, particularly in 
military-grade applications 
aimed at securing command 
networks and disrupting en-
emy cryptography.

China, however, is arguably 
ahead in this field. With its 
successful demonstration 
of satellite-based quantum 
communication, Beijing has 
established itself as a leader 
in secure communication 
networks that are resistant to 
interception. Its investment 
in quantum radar, capable 
of detecting stealth aircraft, 
underscores the disruptive 
potential of this technology. 
In the quantum race, China’s 
blend of state direction, aca-
demic research, and military 
application is creating a for-
midable edge.

India has begun its journey, 
with ISRO experimenting 
with quantum key distribu-
tion and several research 
projects under the National 
Mission on Quantum Tech-
nologies. Yet, these remain 
early-stage efforts. India 
must bridge the gap be-
tween laboratory research 
and military deployment, 
or risk falling irreversibly 
behind. Quantum technol-
ogy is not a distant frontier; 
it is a race already underway. 
The winners will control the 
most secure communications 
and potentially render tradi-
tional stealth and encryption 
obsolete.

Beyond Gravity: 
Militarisation 
of Space and 
Multi-Domain 
Convergence
The future battlefield is no 
longer confined to land, 
sea, and air—it now extends 
into outer space. The United 
States has institutionalised 
its space dominance through 
the establishment of the 
U.S. Space Force, focusing 
on satellite swarms, orbital 
surveillance, and counter-
space weapons. The ability 
to dominate the orbital layer 
provides the U.S. unmatched 
intelligence, communication, 
and navigation superiority.

China, too, has invested 
heavily in counter-space 
capabilities. Its successful 
tests of anti-satellite (ASAT) 
weapons, development of 
satellite-killer systems, and 
integration of space warfare 
into its strategic doctrine 
indicate a clear ambition: 
to deny adversaries the use 
of space while ensuring 
its own freedom of action. 
Beijing views space not as a 
supporting domain but as a 
decisive one.

India demonstrated its 
ASAT capability in 2019 
through Mission Shakti, 
a milestone achievement. 
However, India’s space mili-
tarisation remains reactive 

rather than proactive. While 
ISRO’s technological prow-
ess is undeniable, translat-
ing this into military-grade 
space dominance is still an 
unfinished agenda. Without 
deeper integration of space 
assets into tri-service opera-
tions, India risks lagging in a 
domain that may determine 
the tempo of future wars.

Hypersonics, Un-
manned Systems, 
and the Future 
Arsenal
Hypersonic weapons and 
unmanned systems repre-
sent the sharp edge of next-
generation arsenals. The 
United States has advanced 
programmes in hypersonic 
glide vehicles and missile 
defence systems capable of 
intercepting them. Its use 
of unmanned aerial systems 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, and 
beyond demonstrates both 
maturity and operational 
dominance in drone warfare.

China has already tested 
hypersonic glide vehicles, 
reportedly achieving ma-
noeuvrability and speeds 
that alarmed Pentagon ana-
lysts. Its focus on unmanned 
stealth combat platforms and 
drone swarms signals a strat-
egy aimed at overwhelming 
adversaries with speed and 
quantity.

India is developing hyper-
sonic technology in collabo-
ration with Russia through 
the BrahMos-II project, and 
indigenous drone capabili-
ties are expanding through 
startups and defence initia-
tives. However, the scale 
and pace remain modest 
compared to the U.S. and 
China. Without sustained 
investment and ecosystem 
support, India risks stay-
ing on the margins of the 
hypersonic and unmanned 
revolution.

India’s Ascent: 
Promise Amidst the 
Paradox
Despite these challenges, In-

dia is not without promise. 
The Atmanirbhar Bharat ini-
tiative has galvanised indige-
nous defence R&D, fostering 
a new generation of startups 
and innovators. Collabora-
tions with France, Israel, 
and the U.S. are enhancing 
India’s technological ecosys-
tem, particularly in drones, 
sensors, and AI-driven sys-
tems. India’s demonstrated 
ASAT capability, growing 
cyber command structures, 
and expanding AI research 
are significant achievements.

Yet, India’s paradox re-
mains: ambition without 
full-scale integration. Bud-
getary limitations, bureau-
cratic inertia, and siloed 
functioning of the tri-ser-
vices impede the transforma-
tion. Unlike the U.S. with its 
unified command structures 
or China with its state-driven 
civil-military fusion, India 
struggles with fragmented 
execution. The danger is not 
the absence of vision but the 
inability to operationalise it 
at scale and speed.

The War of 
Tomorrow: A 
Glimpse into the 
Converging Future
The battlefield of tomorrow 
will not be a linear clash of 
armies but a converging 
storm of technologies. AI 
will drive real-time decision-
making, quantum systems 
will secure communica-
tions, cyber operations will 
paralyse enemy infrastruc-
ture, space assets will con-
trol orbital dominance, and 
hypersonic weapons will 
compress decision timelines 
to seconds. The victor will 
be the nation that integrates 
these domains seamlessly, 
achieving decision superi-
ority before the adversary 
can even respond.

For India, this means mak-
ing bold choices. Incremen-
tal progress will no longer 
suffice. The wars of tomor-
row will be algorithmic, un-
manned, and multidomain. 

A military that lacks AI-driv-
en command networks or 
quantum-secured commu-
nications risks paralysis. A 
state without offensive cyber 
capabilities risks humiliation 
without a single bullet fired. 
India must therefore priori-
tise disruptive innovation, 
accelerate civil-military 
integration, and invest not 
just in catching up but in 
leapfrogging where possible.

From Catch-Up 
to Leadership: 
India’s Strategic 
Imperative
India stands at a crossroads. 
The choice is stark: remain 
a reactive power that strug-
gles to match adversaries’ 
innovations, or transform 
into a proactive power ca-
pable of shaping the rules 
of next-generation warfare. 
The stakes are existential, 
for wars in this new era are 
not merely about territory 
but about national survival, 
economic security, and geo-
political relevance.

The United States and 
China are already scripting 
the doctrines of algorithmic 
wars. For India, the task is 
not simply to avoid falling 
behind but to create a dis-
tinct path that leverages its 
democratic innovation, tech-
nological talent, and strategic 
geography. The journey will 
be difficult, but the impera-
tive is clear: in an age where 
wars are won before the 
first shot is fired, India must 
move from catch-up to lead-
ership—or risk becoming a 
spectator in the wars that 
will define the twenty-first 
century.
“Prof. Dr. Nishakant Ojha, a 
leading strategist in defence 
and national security, is glob-
ally recognized for his expertise 
in AI, cyber warfare, and quan-
tum defence. Trusted advisor to 
governments, he dissects modern 
battlefields with rare clarity, 
positioning India’s security dis-
course against China, the United 
States, and emerging threats.”

‘Coded Commanders’ are ‘new General’ as AI takes centre stage in warfare

Free Speech on Trial: Judicial Sensitivity and 
the Limits of Critique
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Impeaching the election 
umpire: India’s  
Republic-era story
India’s election umpire faces an unprecedented 
impeachment push, exposing the Constitution’s high 
removal bar and the autonomy-versus-accountability 
tension in the world’s largest democracy.

Two days ago India’s 
Opposit ion  (the 
I.N.D.I.A. bloc) an-

nounced plans to table 
an impeachment motion 
against Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Gyanesh 
Kumar, accusing him of 
bias after he demanded Ra-
hul Gandhi retract allega-
tions of election “vote theft” 
with a sworn affidavit. At 
a press conference, Kumar 
dismissed Rahul’s claim 
as “an insult” to the Con-
stitution and insisted Gan-
dhi must either “submit a 
signed affidavit or apolo-
gise” for his charges. The 
Opposition has condemned 
the CEC’s remarks as “ludi-
crous” and out of character 
for an impartial election 
authority. Congress MP 
Gaurav Gogoi warned col-
leagues that “our democ-
racy is alive solely because 
of [the right to vote] – [and] 
the Election Commission is 
the protector of this right,” 
implying that Kumar’s 
conduct threatened public 
faith.

Parliamentary removal 
of a CEC is extremely dif-
ficult. By constitutional de-
sign, the CEC can only be 
removed by impeachment 
on grounds of “proved 
misbehaviour or incapac-
ity” via a special motion in 
Parliament. That motion 
must be supported by at 
least 50 members in the 
Rajya Sabha or 100 in the 
Lok Sabha and then passed 
by a two-thirds majority of 
those present and voting in 
both Houses. In practice, 
this supermajority has nev-
er been secured – President 
Pratibha Patil famously 
rebuffed CEC N. Gopalas-
wami’s 2009 recommenda-
tion to oust Election Com-
missioner Navin Chawla, 
noting that the CEC’s ad-
vice was not binding. As 
one former CEC, T.S. Krish-
namurthy, wryly observed, 
“If there is a constitutional 
provision, let the opposi-
tion employ it,” but without 
the ruling party’s support 
an impeachment motion 
“would lack numbers”. In 
short, the I.N.D.I.A. bloc’s 
threat – even if formally 
tabled – faces long odds 
under India’s entrenched 
protections for the Election 

Commission. 

Constitutional 
origins and 
founding 
elections
The Election Commission 
of India was established 
by Article 324 of the Con-
stitution (1950) as an in-
dependent constitutional 
body. Article 324 mandates 
a Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) and such 
other commissioners as the 
President decides, with the 
exclusive duty to “super-
intend, direct and control” 
elections to Parliament, 
state legislatures, and the 
President/Vice-President. 
In fact, the ECI was consti-
tuted on January 25, 1950 
– one day before India’s 
Constitution came into 
force – underscoring its 
foundational role. To guard 
its autonomy, Article 324(5) 
provides that the CEC 
“shall not be removed…ex-
cept in like manner and on 
the like grounds as a judge 
of the Supreme Court”. 
Former CEC V.S. Sampath 
explained this was done “to 
give autonomy” – hence the 
CEC has the same status as 
a Supreme Court judge, and 
needs a two-thirds parlia-
mentary vote for removal.

The first CEC, Sukumar 
Sen (1950–54), faced the 
monumental task of India’s 
maiden general elections 
(1951–52). His office meticu-
lously prepared electoral 
rolls and polling arrange-
ments for ~170 million eligi-
ble voters (85% illiterate) in 
an era of scarce infrastruc-
ture. Ingenious solutions 
– custom steel ballot boxes, 
indelible ink, radio edu-
cation campaigns – were 
devised to ensure a cred-
ible vote. Eventually ~8,00 
million people turned out 
(45.7%), giving Congress a 
sweeping majority. Sen lat-
er recalled that he insisted 

on rigorous standards (e.g. 
special bridges and ink for 
remote areas) despite pres-
sure for speed. The image 
below shows Sukumar Sen 
at work:

In its early years the ECI 
was a lone-wolf body: the 
CEC was the sole com-
missioner from 1950 until 
the Election Commission 
(Conditions of Service) Act 
1989 formally introduced 
additional Election Com-
missioners. Since 1989, the 
Commission has operated 
with three members (one 
CEC and two ECs). All are 
appointed by the President 
(on the advice of the Union 
cabinet), and may only be 
removed as per Article 
324(5) (like judges). This 
constitutional framework – 
independent appointment 
plus high removal bar – 
was meant to keep elections 
“out of the hands of the gov-
ernment of the day” (as Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar insisted). 

Electoral reforms 
under key CECs
Over the decades, suc-
cessive CECs have driven 
major reforms and also 
sparked controversy by 
their zeal. T.N. Seshan 
(10th CEC, 1990–96) is the 
most celebrated reformer. 
Known for his no-nonsense 
style, Seshan aggressively 
enforced the Model Code 
of Conduct and curtailed 
illegal practices. He insist-
ed on mandatory photo 
voter IDs (introduced in 
the 1993 Representation 
of the People Act), banned 
booth loiterers, campaign 
excesses, liquor distribu-
tion, and misuse of official 
machinery. One journalist 

noted that Seshan “cleaned 
up Indian elections” by 
making politicians fear en-
forcement. (He famously 
quipped “You are very cor-
rupt-corrupt” to raucous 
audiences.) His reforms 
included the indelible ink 
rule and strict scrutiny of 
election expenditures. In 
the photo below, Seshan is 
shown in 1993 – the year 
he instituted voter ID cards 
nationwide.

The Model Code of Con-
duct itself has a longer his-
tory. It originated in 1960 
(during a Kerala assembly 
election) and was first for-
malized by the ECI as the 
“Minimum Code” in 1968. 
The Code (which is not 
statutory law but has qua-
si-legal standing) imposes 
constraints on parties and 
candidates during polls 
– a cornerstone of India’s 
orderly campaigns today. 
Seshan’s successors have 
continued this tradition. 
For instance, CEC Syed 
Yousuf Raza (Y.S. Qurai-
shi, 2008–11) advocated 
legally backing the Code to 
penalize breaches more ef-
fectively.

Other reforms include the 
gradual rollout of Electron-
ic Voting Machines (EVMs) 
starting in 1998, expansion 
of postal ballots and proxy 
voting for the disabled, and 
revisions of electoral rolls 
(such as the intensive revi-
sion drives in recent years). 
Former CEC B.B. Tandon 
introduced the maximum 
age of 65 for EC members; 
current law sets terms of 
six years or until 65, which-
ever is earlier. Throughout, 
the Election Commission 
has prided itself on inclu-

siveness (all adults can 
register) and transparency 
(scrutiny by the Supreme 
Court, introduction of Form 
17C counting certificates, 
etc.). As Sampath noted, 
the Commission strives so 
every adult Indian gets “an 
opportunity of participat-
ing in the electoral pro-

cess”. 

Key controversies 
l  1952 First Election: 

Conducting the inaugural 
general election involved 
unprecedented logistics. 
Sukumar Sen’s team over-
came literacy barriers by 
inventing new symbols and 
educational campaigns, ul-
timately delivering a 45.7% 
turnout among 170 million 
voters. No major disputes 
arose over the process itself 
– it is remembered as a suc-
cessful start for indepen-
dent India.
l  1990–96, T.N. Seshan 

Era: Seshan’s radical en-
forcement of rules courted 
both praise and ire. Many 
politicians chafed at his ri-
gidity (some branded him 
“authoritarian”), yet he 
drastically reduced vote-
buying and election vio-
lence. His tenure set a new 
norm that the CEC could 
suspend elections and even 
recommend disqualifica-
tion for code violations.
l  2006–09, Gopalas-

wami–Chawla Clash: In a 
rare intra-EC showdown, 
CEC N. Gopalaswami ac-
cused fellow Commissioner 
Navin Chawla of bias (Go-
palaswami alleged Chawla 
favored a certain party) and 
recommended his removal. 
This triggered litigation 
over the removal process: 
the government forwarded 
Gopalaswami’s petition 
to the President rather 
than the CEC (as Article 
324 implied), and in 2009 
President Pratibha Patil 
ultimately rejected the rec-
ommendation. The episode 
revealed ambiguity: only 
the CEC can initiate remov-

al of other ECs, and even 
then the President must 
act on CEC advice (which 
in 2009 the President de-
clined to do).
l  2013–2022, EVM and 

Roll Debates: In recent 
years, opposition parties 
have repeatedly questioned 
EVM security (claiming 
machines can be hacked) 
and alleged mass deletions 
from voter rolls. The ECI 
has defended its technol-
ogy, even inviting inter-
national experts to certify 
EVM integrity. Meanwhile, 
the Commission’s special 
summary revision drives 
(e.g. Bihar SIR 2024) have 
triggered protests when 
large numbers of names 
were purged. Each contro-
versy tests the Commis-
sion’s fact-finding powers 
and transparency – as re-
flected in the current row.
l 2024–25 “Vote Chori” 

Row: The latest flashpoint 
began when Rahul Gandhi 
accused the ECI of “vote 
theft” in a Karnataka con-
stituency. CEC Gyanesh 
Kumar’s counter-demand 
for proof led to a public 
clash. Opposition leaders 
now threaten an unprec-
edented impeachment mo-
tion. Rahul Gandhi has 
himself protested what he 
calls partisan enforcement, 
noting that the ECI de-
manded an affidavit from 
him but had not required 
one when BJP leader An-
urag Thakur made similar 
allegations. Trinamool’s 
Mahua Moitra scolded Ku-
mar: “it is not the job of the 
CEC to attack the Opposi-
tion; your job… is to address 
the valid queries raised”. 
CPI(M)’s John Brittas ac-

cused the “new ECI” of 
acting as the ruling party’s 
“B-team,” alleging a “dia-
bolical design” to alter voter 
rolls nationwide (from 
Kerala to Jammu). These 
sharp charges underscore 
the high stakes: controlling 
the integrity of India’s elec-
tions means controlling the 
lifeblood of democracy. 

A global 
perspective
India’s election system 
stands out internationally 
in scale and structure. As 
a 2013 Brookings analysis 
noted, India’s electorate 
(~900 million eligible vot-
ers, ~780 million actual 
turnout) vastly exceeds 
that of entire continents: 
Europe (~449 million) or 
North America (~324 mil-
lion). The U.S. presidential 
electorate is far smaller, and 
American voting is done in 
a single day nationwide. By 
contrast, India’s parliamen-
tary elections may span 
six weeks to mobilize its 
800,000 polling stations. 
Strobe Talbott of Brookings 
highlighted this by quip: 
“In short, there is a very 
big difference between the 
Indian system and our own 
here in the United States 
where… we know before we 
go to bed at night who has 
won”.

Structurally, many de-
mocracies also employ 
independent  e lect ion 
bodies. India’s design – a 
single, top-level Election 
Commission (one CEC 
+ two ECs) insulated by 
constitution – is relatively 
unique. For example, the 
United Kingdom created 
its Electoral Commission 
by Parliament in 2000; it 
is a statutory multi-mem-
ber body appointed by the 
Crown on advice of the 
Commons. (It regulates 
campaign finance and 
sets election standards, 
but with different pow-
ers and a later establish-
ment date.) In the United 
States, there is no national 
election commission; in-
stead election administra-
tion is decentralized to 
states, and federal law (via 
the Help America Vote Act 
of 2002) improved uni-
form standards. Countries 

like Canada (Elections 
Canada)  and Austra-
lia (Australian Electoral 
Commission) have bodies 
akin to India’s ECI. Uni-
versally, these bodies are 
meant to be independent. 
India’s CEC even enjoys 
the same rank as a top Su-
preme Court judge – a sta-
tus mirrored in other plac-
es by requiring legislative 
supermajorities or judi-
cial review for removal. 
In sum, while modalities 
vary, democratic norms 
demand that election ad-
ministrators be shielded 
from partisan pressures. 

So far…
Since 1950, India’s Elec-
tion Commission – led by 
its CEC – has been central 
to the nation’s democratic 
journey. From Sukumar 
Sen’s pioneering efforts in 
1952 to T.N. Seshan’s 1990s 
crackdown on malprac-
tices to today’s debates 
over electronic voting and 
voter rolls, the ECI has re-
peatedly confronted chal-
lenges and controversies. 
The recently mooted im-
peachment motion against 
CEC Gyanesh Kumar may 
never succeed (given the 
high constitutional bar), 
but it underscores the un-
easy balance between ac-
countability and indepen-
dence. As former CEC Y.S. 
Quraishi warned, India 
has “the most powerful 
Commission in the world” 
– yet one with a “defective” 
appointment system. De-
bates over reform (such 
as a judicial-like selec-
tion collegium) continue. 
Through it all, however, 
the Commission remains 
the guardian of India’s 
voting rights. As voices in 
Parliament reminded us, 
if elections are the bed-
rock of democracy, “the 
Election Commission is its 
protector”. The memories 
of past struggles – the en-
gineering feats of 1952, the 
stern injunctions of 1990s 
CECs, the testimonies of 
politicians past and pres-
ent – paint a vivid picture: 
India’s election story is 
one of continual reform 
and contest, writ large 
against the world’s largest 
electorate. 
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3. Sukumar Sen, India’s first Chief Election Commissioner (in office 1950–54), photographed 
during preparations for the 1952 election. (File)

CEC Gyanesh Kumar. (File)

Parliamentary removal of a CEC is extremely difficult. 
By constitutional design, the CEC can only be removed 
by impeachment on grounds of “proved misbehaviour 

or incapacity” via a special motion in Parliament.

Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan (in office 1990–96) became known for ushering in strict electoral reforms and 
enforcement. (File)

Key Events

1950: Article 324 establishes the Election Commission (EC). Sukumar Sen becomes 1st 
CEC (Jan 25).

1951–52: India’s first general election (Jan–Feb 1952) – massive polling with new ballot 
symbols.

1968: First Model Code of Conduct issued (as “Minimum Code”).

1990–96: T.N. Seshan serves as CEC, introducing voter IDs and rigorous enforcement.

1998: All electronic voting machines (EVMs) deployed nationwide.

2006–09: N. Gopalaswami (CEC) vs. Navin Chawla (EC) controversy over alleged partisan 
bias; President rejects removal order.

2024–25: I.N.D.I.A. bloc threatens impeachment of CEC Gyanesh Kumar over “vote theft” 
claims.

Size of India’s gamer base: ~488 million online gamers (2024), per FICCI–EY.



Often referred to as 
the “Venice of the 
East” and the “City 

of Lakes,” Udaipur is Ra-
jasthan’s glittering gem 
nestled among the Aravalli 
Hills. Known for its regal 
palaces, timeless heritage, 
and romantic charm, what 
truly sets Udaipur apart is 
its stunning collection of 
lakes—natural and man-
made—that offer tranquil-
ity, beauty, and a deep cul-
tural significance.

Lake Pichola: The 
Crown Jewel of 
Udaipur
Among all the lakes, Lake 
Pichola is arguably the most 
famous and photographed. 
Built in the 14th century 
by a local Banjara tribes-
man and later expanded by 
Maharana Udai Singh II, 
the lake is surrounded by 
architectural marvels. The 
shimmering waters reflect 
the City Palace, Jag Mandir, 
and Taj Lake Palace, offer-
ing a view straight out of a 
fairy tale.

Boating on Lake Pichola, 
especially at sunset, is an 
ethereal experience. As the 
sky glows in shades of or-
ange and pink, the palaces 
appear to float in golden 
light, creating a moment 
of pure magic. A boat ride 
usually takes you past the 
Jag Niwas (now the luxury 
Taj Lake Palace) and ends 
at Jag Mandir, where you 
can disembark and explore.

Fateh Sagar Lake: 
Serenity with a 
Modern Touch
To the north of Lake Pichola 

lies Fateh Sagar Lake, built 
in the late 1600s by Ma-
harana Fateh Singh. Sur-
rounded by wooded hills, 
it offers a peaceful escape 
with fewer crowds. The 
lake has three islands, the 
largest being Nehru Park, 
a charming garden island 
with a café and lush land-
scaping—reached via boat. 
Fateh Sagar is also popular 
for evening walks along the 
promenade, cycling paths, 
and street food stalls serving 
spicy local treats like mirchi 
bada and bread pakora. It’s 
the perfect mix of serenity 
and urban leisure.

Lake Badi: 
Udaipur’s Hidden 
Gem
Less commercialized and 
tucked away from the main 
tourist circuit is Lake Badi. 
Built by Maharana Raj 
Singh I in the 17th century 
to combat famine, it remains 

one of Udaipur’s cleanest 
and quietest lakes.

What makes Lake Badi 
special is its untouched nat-
ural beauty. There are no 
boat rides, palace hotels, or 
crowds—just calm water, 
a stony embankment, and 
surrounding Aravalli hills. 
It’s ideal for travelers seek-
ing solitude or wanting to 
enjoy sunrise yoga, peace-
ful reflection, or a scenic 
drive along the Badi Road.

Lake Udai Sagar: A 
Tale of History and 
Peace
Located around 13 km from 
Udaipur city, Udai Sagar 
Lake was commissioned by 
Maharana Udai Singh in the 
mid-1500s, even before the 
city was fully established. 
The lake served both as a 
water source and a military 
asset, given its strategic lo-
cation.

Although not as frequent-

ed by tourists, the lake has 
historical importance—it 
was near this lake that sev-
eral significant battles were 
fought, including the one 
between Maharana Pratap 
and the Mughals. Today, it 
remains a quiet spot that 
offers a glimpse into Udai-
pur’s layered past.

Doodh Talai Lake: 
Where Music Meets 
the Waters

Adjacent to Lake Pichola, 
the small but significant 
Doodh Talai Lake offers 
panoramic views of the 
City Palace, Lake Pichola, 
and Jag Mandir. The lake 
is flanked by two popular 
attractions—Pandit Deen-
dayal Upadhyay Park and 
Manikya Lal Verma Garden. 
From the top of the hill, visi-
tors can capture stunning 
vistas of the lakes below.

Doodh Talai also houses 

the Musical Garden, where 
fountains dance to tradi-
tional Rajasthani music in 
the evening—a delightful 
experience for families and 
couples.

Goverdhan Sagar 
Lake: Where Locals 
Unwind
Located on the outskirts of 
Udaipur, Goverdhan Sagar 
Lake is lesser-known but 
loved by locals. This arti-
ficial lake is peaceful and 
clean, with recent renova-
tions including walking 
paths, benches, and chil-
dren’s play areas. A small 
boat ride service is also 
available.

With fewer tourists, 
Goverdhan Sagar is perfect 
for picnics, evening strolls, 
and casual outings with 
friends or family. It adds to 
the diversity of Udaipur’s 
water bodies, showing how 
lakes are still deeply woven 
into local life.

A Living Water 
Heritage
Udaipur’s lakes are more 
than just scenic spots; they 
represent the vision of sus-
tainability and community 
planning by the Rajput rul-
ers. Each lake was built not 
just for aesthetics but for 

rainwater harvesting, ir-
rigation, drinking water, 
and maintaining the local 
ecosystem.

Together, these intercon-
nected lakes form a com-
plex water management 
system that’s centuries 
old—a remarkable example 
of environmental foresight.

Best Time to Visit
The best time to explore 
Udaipur’s lakes is from Oc-
tober to March, when the 
weather is cool and pleas-
ant. The monsoon season 
(July–September) is also 
beautiful, as the lakes brim 
with rainwater and the Ara-
vallis turn lush green.

Udaipur’s lakes are the 
soul of the city—mirroring 
not only the grand palaces 
but also the deep-rooted 
traditions and natural 
elegance of Rajasthan. 
Whether you’re gliding 
across Lake Pichola, catch-
ing a sunset at Fateh Sagar, 
or simply sitting by the 
calm waters of Badi Lake, 
the experience is bound to 
leave you enchanted.

For travelers seeking 
beauty, history, and peace, 
the lakes of Udaipur offer 
an unforgettable journey 
through royal reflections 
and timeless tranquility.

They say, “Travel is the 
only thing you buy that 
makes you richer.” While 
textbooks teach us facts, 
travel teaches us perspec-
tive. Whether it’s a stroll 
through ancient ruins, a 
meal shared with locals, 
or a solo backpacking trip 
across continents, travel of-
fers an immersive education 
that no classroom can fully 
replicate.

In a world where formal 
education is often equated 
with degrees and exams, 
travel reminds us that 
learning can happen any-
where—especially when 
we step outside our com-
fort zones.

1. Cultural 
Awareness and 
Sensitivity
One of the most immediate 
and profound lessons travel 
offers is exposure to differ-
ent cultures, customs, and 
ways of life. Reading about 
another culture in a book is 
informative—but living it, 
even briefly, is transforma-
tive. You learn how people 
greet each other, what ges-
tures are considered re-
spectful or rude, and how 
food, language, and tradi-
tions shape daily life.

Travel teaches us that our 
way is not the only way. It 
breaks down prejudices 
and assumptions. Whether 
it’s removing shoes before 
entering a temple in Thai-
land or participating in 
a tea ceremony in Japan, 

these experiences deepen 
our understanding of hu-
man diversity.

2. History Comes 
Alive
History in a classroom can 
often feel distant or dry. But 
when you stand at the edge 
of the Colosseum in Rome, 
walk along the Great Wall 
of China, or visit the forts of 
Rajasthan, history becomes 
real and tangible. You feel 
the weight of the past and 
the legacy of human civili-
zation.

Travel helps us connect 
the dots between what 
we’ve read and the real-
ity of the world. Museums, 
heritage sites, old cities, 
and monuments all tell sto-
ries that are richer when 
experienced firsthand.

3. Language and 
Communication 
Skills
Even if you don’t become 
fluent in a new language, 
travel sharpens your com-
munication skills. You 
become more aware of 
non-verbal cues, tone, and 
expressions. You pick up 
local phrases, learn to ask 
for directions, order food, 
or bargain in a market.

More importantly, travel 
teaches you how to listen 
actively and communi-
cate across barriers. In 
the process, you realize 
that language is more 
than words—it’s about 
connection and mutual 
respect.

4. Geography and 
Environmental 
Understanding
Travel gives context to geog-
raphy like no textbook can. 
Climbing a Himalayan trail 
teaches you about mountain 
ecosystems. A visit to the 
Amazon rainforest opens 
your eyes to biodiversity 
and conservation. Explor-

ing a coastal village shows 
you the real-life impact of 
rising sea levels and climate 
change.

You also gain awareness 
of how humans live in har-
mony—or in conflict—with 
nature. This kind of learn-
ing fosters a sense of envi-
ronmental responsibility 
that often sparks deeper in-
terest in sustainability and 

global issues.

5. Problem Solving 
and Adaptability
One missed train, a lan-
guage misunderstanding, 
or a lost reservation—travel 
comes with its fair share of 
challenges. But each prob-
lem becomes a lesson in re-
silience and quick thinking. 
You learn to adapt, to be pa-

tient, and to stay calm under 
pressure.

Travel teaches you that 
not everything goes as 
planned—and that’s okay. 
These lessons in adaptabil-
ity are invaluable in life and 
work, helping you become 
more independent and re-
sourceful.

6. Empathy and 

Human Connection
Meeting people from dif-
ferent walks of life fosters 
empathy. When you live 
among locals, share meals 
with strangers, or listen to 
a guide’s personal story, 
you begin to see the world 
through their eyes. Travel 
reminds us of our shared 
humanity, despite differ-
ences in race, religion, 
or nationality. Often, the 
most memorable moments 
of travel are not the land-
marks, but the people we 
meet along the way—host 
families, fellow travelers, 
local shopkeepers—who 
shape our journey and leave 
a lasting impact.

7. Self-Discovery 
and Confidence
Travel is also a journey in-
ward. Especially when you 
travel solo, you confront 
your own fears, beliefs, and 
limits. Navigating a new city, 
making decisions, or even 

managing a tight budget all 
contribute to self-growth.

You begin to trust your 
instincts, become more 
open-minded, and gain 
confidence in your ability 
to navigate unfamiliar situ-
ations. This kind of experi-
ential learning fosters ma-
turity and broadens your 
worldview.

8. Breaking 
Routine: A New 
Perspective
Everyday life can become 
routine. Travel shakes you 
out of that cycle. It chal-
lenges your assumptions, 
renews your curiosity, and 
allows you to see life from 
a fresh perspective. Some-
times, stepping into an-
other world makes you ap-
preciate your own more—or 
gives you the clarity to make 
changes in it.

Travel often teaches us 
what truly matters—expe-
riences over possessions, 

people over things, pres-
ence over productivity.

A World Full of 
Travel Lessons
The world is filled with 
classrooms—and they’re 
not always defined by 
walls, desks, or white-
boards. They’re crowded 
streets, quiet forests, bus-
tling bazaars, and peaceful 
monasteries. Every journey 
brings with it new lessons, 
new challenges, and new 
reflections.

In a time when global 
understanding is more 
important than ever, travel 
remains one of the most 
powerful tools for educa-
tion, empathy, and en-
lightenment. Whether it’s 
across the globe or in your 
own country, travel isn’t 
just about places—it’s about 
perspectives. And the more 
you explore, the more you 
learn—not just about the 
world, but about yourself.

Udaipur: The City of Lakes That Mirrors Royal Reflections

Travel educates us: Lessons beyond the classroom
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Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
made a rare visit to Tibet 
on Wednesday to mark the 
60th anniversary of the 
consolidation of Beijing’s 
long-contested rule over 
the Himalayan territory.

Xi arrived in Tibet’s re-
gional capital of Lhasa, 
where he “received a warm 
welcome from people of 
various ethnic groups” 
who waved bouquets of 
flowers and danced “to 
joyful rhythms,” the Xin-
hua News Agency said.The 
agency said Xi urged the 
building of a “modern so-

cialist” Tibet “that is united, 
prosperous, civilized, har-
monious and beautiful.”

Communist forces occu-
pied Tibet in 1951. In 1965, 
Mao Zedong’s single-party 
dictatorship established the 
Tibet autonomous region. 
Decades of political repres-
sion followed, including the 
demolition of some Bud-
dhist monasteries and the 
imprisonment of monks.
Recent years have seen 
the large-scale migration 
of majority Han Chinese 
to the high-altitude re-
gion, the virtual closure 
of Tibet to journalists and  
foreigners.

Top diplomats from Paki-
stan, China and Afghanistan 
committed their countries to 
stronger anti-terrorism co-
operation during a meeting 
Wednesday in Kabul aimed 
at boosting political and eco-
nomic partnership, Pakistan’s 
foreign ministry said. 

The three sides also “reaf-
firmed their commitment to 
deepening collaboration in 
trade, transit, regional devel-
opment, health, education, 
culture, and combating drug 
trafficking,” according to a 
statement from Pakistan’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in Islamabad. 

The parties also reaffirmed 

an earlier agreement to ex-
tend the China–Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor to Afghani-
stan, the statement added. 

It provided no further de-
tails on the meeting among 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi and top 

Taliban officials, hosted by 
the Taliban government in 
Kabul. The China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor involves 
improving road and rail links 
between China’s western Xin-
jiang region and Pakistan’s 
Gwadar port on the Arabian 
Sea. 

Israel’s military said 
Wednesday it would call 
up tens of thousands of 

reservists and extend the 
service of others for an ex-
panded military operation 
in Gaza City.

Defense Minister Israel 
Katz approved plans to begin 
a new phase of operations in 
some of Gaza’s most densely 
populated areas, Israel’s 
military said Wednesday. 
The scheme, expected to re-
ceive the final approval from 
the chief of staff in the com-
ing days, includes calling 
up 60,000 reservists and 
extending the service of an 
additional 20,000 currently 
serving.

In a country of fewer than 
10 million people, the call-up 
of so many reservists carries 
both economic and political 
weight and comes days after 
hundreds of thousands ral-
lied for a ceasefire.

This comes as negotiators 
scramble to bring Israel and 
Hamas to agree to a ceasefire 
ending 22 months of fight-
ing, while international lead-
ers and rights groups warn 
an expanded assault could 

deepen Gaza’s humanitarian 
crisis, with most residents 
displaced, neighborhoods 
in ruins, and communities 
facing the threat of famine.

A military official, speak-
ing on the condition of ano-
nymity in line with military 
regulations, said that troops 
will operate in parts of Gaza 
City where they have not yet 
been deployed and where 
Israel believes Hamas is 
still active. Israeli troops in 
the Zeitoun and Jabaliya — 
a built-up refugee camp in 
Gaza City — are already pre-
paring the groundwork for 
the expanded operation.

Gaza City is both Hamas’ 
military and governing 
stronghold and one of the 
last places of refuge in north-
ern Gaza, where hundreds of 
thousands are sheltering. Is-
raeli troops will be targeting 
Hamas’ vast underground 
tunnel network there, the 
official added.

Although Israel has tar-
geted and killed much of 
Hamas’ senior leadership, 
parts of the militant group 
are actively regrouping and 
carrying out attacks, includ-
ing launching rockets to-
wards Israel, the official said.

Israel to mobilize tens of thousands 
of reservists for expanded Gaza ops
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Syria’s foreign minister 
met with an Israeli diplo-
matic delegation in Paris 
on Tuesday to discuss “de-
escalation and non-inter-
ference in Syria’s internal 
affairs”, state news agency 
SANA reported.

The latest in a series of 
US-mediated talks result-
ed in “understandings that 
support stability in the re-
gion”, the agency said.

Washington has been at 
work in recent weeks to 
try to resolve security is-
sues in Syria and Lebanon, 
which its ally Israel says 
have prompted it to take 
military action.

Despite a truce reached 
last November, Israel has 
continued to hit targets of 
the Iranian-backed Hez-
bollah group in Lebanon, 
and it has occupied terri-
tory and hit targets across 

Syria since last year’s fall of 
dictator Bashar al-Assad.

Tuesday’s meeting in 
Paris follows one between 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Assad al-Shaibani and Is-
raeli Minister of Strategic 
Affairs Ron Dermer in 
Baku in late July, and an-
other meeting in Paris be-
fore that. Israel and Syria 
have technically been at 
war since 1948, and the 

talks also discussed re-
viving a disengagement 
accord from 1974 that cre-
ated a buffer zone between 
the two countries.“These 
talks are taking place un-
der US mediation, as part 
of diplomatic efforts aimed 
at enhancing security and 
stability in Syria and pre-
serving the unity and in-
tegrity of its territory,” the 
agency said.

Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese on Wednesday 
brushed off accusations from 
his Israeli counterpart Ben-
jamin Netanyahu that the 
Australian leader is a “weak 
politician who had betrayed 
Israel” by recognizing a Pal-
estinian state.

Netanyahu’s extraordinary 
public rebuke came after an 
Aug. 11 announcement by Al-
banese that his government’s 
recognition of a Palestinian 
state will be formalized at 
the United Nations General 
Assembly in September. The 
announcement was followed 
by tit-for-tat cancellations of 
Australian and Israeli visas.

“History will remember Al-
banese for what he is: A weak 
politician who betrayed Israel 
and abandoned Australia’s 
Jews,” Netanyahu posted on 

social media Tuesday.
Albanese responded point-

edly Wednesday: “I treat lead-
ers of other countries with re-
spect. I engage with them in a 
diplomatic way.”

“I don’t take these things 
personally,” Albanese said. 
“Increasingly there is global 
concern, and global concern 
because people want to see 
an end to the cycle of violence 
that we have seen for far too 
long. That is what Australians 
want to see as well.”

Australian Home Affairs 
Minister Tony Burke further 
inflamed Israel’s anger Mon-
day by canceling the visa of 
far-right Israeli lawmaker 
Simcha Rothman, a member 
of Netanyahu’s coalition, who 
planned an Australian speak-
ing tour.

Rothman is a member of 
the Religious Zionism party, 
which supports continuation 
of the war, the mass reloca-
tion of Palestinians through 
what it describes as volun-

tary migration and the rees-
tablishment of Jewish settle-
ments in Gaza.

Burke on Wednesday ac-
cused Netanyahu of “lash-
ing out” against Australia as 

he had done against Britain, 
Canada, France, Ireland, 
Norway and Spain over rec-
ognition of a Palestinian state. 
Burke denied Albanese was 
weak.

Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif’s visit to China later 
this month will mark the 
formal launch of the second 
phase of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, focal 
person on the multi-billion-
dollar bilateral initiative said 
here.

Planning Minister Ahsan 
Iqbal made the official an-
nouncement during a high-
level meeting on Tuesday to 
review preparations for the 
forthcoming session of the 
Joint Cooperation Committee 
(JCC) of the second phase of 
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC-II), as 
well as the prime minister’s 
scheduled visit to Beijing.

“Prime minister’s upcom-
ing visit will mark the for-
mal launch of CPEC-II, with 
both sides expected to set 
clear priorities and agree on 
tangible, measurable out-
comes,” minister Iqbal was 
quoted by Dawn as saying 
on Wednesday.

While the JCC is expected 
to meet in October, official 
sources said the prime min-
ister will travel to Beijing 
at the end of this month to 
attend the Shanghai Coop-

eration Organisation (SCO) 
summit from August 31 to 
September 1.

On the sidelines, Sharif is 

also expected to meet Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
and Russian leader Vladimir 
Putin.

Syrian, Israeli diplomats met in Paris 
to discuss ‘de-escalation’: Report

Netanyahu slams Albanese as ‘weak’ on Palestine

China’s Xi makes 
second-ever visit to 
Tibet as president

CPEC phase II to be launched 
during Pak PM’s China visit
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The death toll from a colli-
sion between a bus carry-
ing Afghan migrants re-
turning from Iran and two 
other vehicles in western 
Afghanistan has risen to 76, 
a provincial official said on 
Wednesday.

“Seventy-six citizens of the 
country... lost their lives in 
the incident, and three oth-
ers were seriously injured,” 
Mohammad Yousuf Saeedi, 
Herat provincial govern-

ment spokesman, said in a 
statement.

The dead were transferred 
to a military hospital, with 
more than a dozen children 
among those killed, army 
statements said.

Many of the bodies were 
“unidentifiable”, said Mo-
hammad Janan Moqadas, 
chief physician of Al-Farooq 
Army Corps Hospital.

Police in Guzara district 
outside Herat city, where 
the accident took place on 
Tuesday night, said the bus 

collided with a motorcycle 
and a truck carrying fuel, 
sparking a fire. 

An AFP journalist on 
Tuesday night saw the 
burnt shell of the bus on 
the road hours after the ac-
cident.

The bus was carrying 
Afghans recently returned 
from Iran to the capital 
Kabul, Saeedi told AFP on 
Tuesday.

At least 1.5 million people 
have returned to Afghani-
stan since the start of this 

year from Iran and Paki-
stan, both of which have 
sought to force migrants 
out after decades of hosting 
them, according to the UN 
migration agency.

Many of those return-
ing spent years outside the 
country and arrive without 
a place to go and carry-
ing few belongings, facing 
steep challenges to resettle 
in a country facing endemic 
poverty and high unem-
ployment.

The state-run Bakhtar 

News Agency said Tues-
day’s accident was one of 
the deadliest in the country 
in recent years.

Traffic accidents are com-
mon in Afghanistan, due in 
part to poor roads after de-
cades of conflict, dangerous 
driving on highways and a 
lack of regulation.

In December last year, 
two bus accidents involving 
a fuel tanker and a truck on 
a highway through central 
Afghanistan killed at least 
52.

Bus crash in Afghanistan kills more than 70 Afghans returning from Iran
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Pakistan, China, Afghanistan 
hold high-level meeting in Kabul 

 An Israeli armoured personnel carrier (APC) manoeuvres on the Israeli side of the border 
with Gaza, Israel

Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shibani (L) attended a diplomatic 
meeting in Paris with Israel’s Strategic Affairs Minister Ron Dermer 
to discuss de-escalation of violence in Syria

Jerusalem :  Israel approved 
a major settlement project 
on Wednesday in an area of 
the occupied West Bank that 
the international community 
has warned threatens the vi-
ability of a future Palestinian 
state.

Israel has long had ambi-
tions to build on the roughly 
12-square-kilometre (five-
square-mile) parcel known 
as E1 just east of Jerusalem, 

but the plan had been stalled 
for years amid international 
opposition.

Critics say the settlement 
would effectively cut the 
West Bank in two, undermin-
ing hopes for a contiguous 
Palestinian state with east 
Jerusalem as its capital.

Last week, Israel’s far-right 
Finance Minister Bezalel 
Smotrich backed plans to 
build some 3,400 homes on 

the ultrasensitive tract of 
land, which lies between Je-
rusalem and the Israeli set-
tlement of Maale Adumim.

“I am pleased to announce 
that just a short while ago, 
the civil administration ap-
proved the planning for 
the construction of the E1 
neighbourhood,” the may-
or of Maale Adumim, Guy 
Yifrach, said in a statement 
Wednesday.

Paris:  French President 
Emmanuel Macron de-
nounced Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s remarks as 
“abject” and “erroneous” 
in response to Israel Prime 
Minister’s accusations that 
his intention to recognise a 
Palestinian state is fuelling 
anti-Semitism.

Tensions between Israel 
and traditional allies es-
calated in recent weeks 
following Macron’s pledge 

last month — a move fol-
lowed by Britain, Canada 
and Australia but strongly 
opposed by Israel.

Macron’s strong com-
ments come as Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese on Wednesday 
brushed off Netanyahu’s 
accusations that the Aus-
tralian leader is a “weak 
politician who had be-
trayed Israel” by recognis-
ing a Palestinian state.

ISLAMABAD:  More than 20 
people have died in a fresh 
spell of monsoon rain in 
Pakistan, the country’s di-
saster management agency 
said on Wednesday.  

Torrential downpours 
across Pakistan over the 
last week have caused 
flooding and landslides 
that swept away entire vil-
lages, leaving hundreds of 
people dead and dozens 
missing.The National Di-
saster Management Au-

thority said Wednesday 
that 10 more people had 
died in Karachi, the finan-
cial capital in the south, 
due to urban flooding that 
caused house collapses and 
electrocution. Eleven others 
died in the northern region 
of Gilgit-Baltistan, it added.
More than 400 people have 
been killed in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa, a mountainous 
northwest province bor-
dering Afghanistan, since 
last Thursday. 

Israel approves plan to ‘erase’ Palestine

Macron denounces Netanyahu’s 
‘abject’ remarks that he fuelled 
anti-Semitism

 More than 20 dead in fresh 
Pakistan monsoon rains

 Flood Sweep

A worker takes part in a clean-up operation after two weeks of monsoon rains triggered 
flooding in the area, Quezon City, Philippines

 Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese (File photo)

 Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar and Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi (File photo)

 People inspect a burned-out bus that collided with a truck and a motorbike Tuesday evening, 
causing a massive fire and killing at least 70 people, including children, most of them Afghans 
returning from Iran, in western Herat province, Afghanistan



“The Smithsonian is OUT 
OF CONTROL, where ev-
erything discussed is how 
horrible our Country is, how 
bad Slavery was, and how 
unaccomplished the down-
trodden have been — Nothing 
about Success, nothing about 
Brightness, nothing about the 
Future,” Trump wrote.

He was referring to the 
Smithsonian Institution, an 
independent organization 
that operates 17 museums, 
galleries and a zoo located 
across the country, which 
receives public funding, and 
which he has previously ac-
cused of espousing a “corro-
sive ideology.”

The translatlantic slave 
trade from Africa to the 
Americas spanned three 
centuries, and has been re-
ferred to as the United States’ 
“original sin.”

The country’s South fought 
to maintain slavery in the 
1861-1865 Civil War, but lost.

Since then African Ameri-
cans have fought for their civil 
rights, including in the Black 
Lives Matter protests of 2020, 
which forced a new national 
reckoning on the darker parts 
of US history.

“The Museums throughout 
Washington, but all over the 
Country are, essentially, the 
last remaining segment of 
‘WOKE’,” Trump wrote in 
the Truth Social post, using 
his shorthand for leftist social 
justice movements.

For months now, Trump 
has disparaged cultural insti-
tutions, which have worked 
to bring more diversity to 
exhibits and programming 
in recent years, highlighting 
women, people of color and 
queer culture.

Last week, the White House 
posted a letter to its website 
saying the administration 
plans to target eight major 
museums for “comprehen-
sive internal review” in an 
effort to “celebrate American 
exceptionalism”.
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President Donald Trump 
said he hopes brokering 
peace between Russia and 
Ukraine will land him a 
spot in heaven.

Speaking with Fox and 
Friends just one day after 
hosting European lead-
ers, including Ukrainian 
President  Volodymyr 
Zelensky, at the White 
House,  Trump hinted 
that  helping  end the 
war could also benefited 
him. The leaders met 
as Trump continues to 
push for an end of the 
war between Russia and 
Ukraine.

“If I can save 7,000 people 
a week from being killed, I 
think that’s pretty– I want 
to try to get to heaven if pos-
sible, I’m hearing that I’m 
not doing well. I am really 
at the bottom of the totem 
pole,” Trump joked.

“But if I can get to heaven, 
this will be one of the rea-
sons,” he added.

One of Trump’s campaign 
promises was to broker 
peace between the two 
countries and end the war 
that began more than three 
and a half years ago when 
Russia invaded Ukraine.

Trump: Ukraine deal will 
take me to heaven

Ukraine security talks a ‘road to 
nowhere’ without US: Russia

Russia has warned 
that attempting to 
resolve security is-

sues relating to Ukraine 
without the participation 
of Moscow is a “road to no-
where”, days after Europe-
an leaders met United States 
President Donald Trump to 
discuss security guarantees 
for Kyiv.

“We cannot agree with the 
fact that now it is proposed 
to resolve questions of secu-
rity, collective security, with-
out the Russian Federation. 
This will not work,” Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov said on Wednesday.

“I am sure that in the West 
and above all in the United 
States they understand 
perfectly well that seriously 
discussing security issues 
without the Russian Federa-
tion is a utopia; it’s a road to 
nowhere.”

The minister’s comments 
come two days after Trump 
hosted Ukraine’s Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
alongside prominent Euro-
pean leaders at the White 
House, and days after 

Trump met with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
in Alaska.

Trump is trying to steer 
Putin and Zelenskyy to-
wards a settlement more 
than three years after Rus-
sia invaded its neighbour, 
but major obstacles remain.

The Russian official said 
any summit between Putin 
and Zelenskyy “must be 
prepared in the most metic-
ulous way” so the meeting 
does not lead to a “deteriora-
tion” of the situation around 
the conflict.

Lavrov also accused Eu-
ropean leaders of making 
“clumsy attempts” to change 
the US president’s position 

on Ukraine.
“We have only seen ag-

gressive escalation of the 
situation and rather clumsy 
attempts to change the posi-
tion of the US president,” he 
said, referring to Monday’s 
meeting.

“We did not hear any con-
structive ideas from the 
Europeans there,” Lavrov 
added.

Russia has wanted the 
leading European nations 
to directly negotiate with 
Moscow over Ukraine’s se-
curity matters, and Russia 
has long rejected the pros-
pect of NATO forces being 
deployed as part of a poten-
tial peace deal. 

President Trump on Tues-
day floated the idea of the 
U.S. providing air support 
as part of security guaran-
tees for Ukraine, as he con-
tinues his quest to help end 
the three-and-a-half-year 
war in Eastern Europe. The 
White House said Tuesday 
that the president has “de-
finitively” ruled out putting 

U.S. boots on the ground in 
Ukraine.

O n  M o n d a y,  s e v e n 
European leaders and 
Uk r a i n i a n  P r e s i d e nt 
Volodymyr Zelensky met 
with Trump at the White 
House, where security 
guarantees and next steps 
toward achieving a truce 
were discussed. 
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Spain tackled several major 
wildfires Tuesday in one of 
the country’s most destruc-
tive fire seasons in recent de-
cades, despite temperatures 
dropping across the Iberian 
Peninsula.

Thousands of firefight-
ers aided by soldiers and 
water-bombing aircraft 
fought fires tearing through 
parched woodland that 
were especially severe in 
northwestern Spain, where 

the country’s weather agen-
cy AEMET reported a still 
“very high or extreme” fire 
risk — particularly in the 
Galicia region.

The fires in Galicia have 
ravaged small, sparsely 
populated towns, forcing 
locals in many cases to step 
in before firefighters arrive.

Firefighting units from 
Germany arrived in north-
ern Spain on Tuesday 
to help fight the blazes, 
Spain’s Interior Ministry 
announced. More than 20 
vehicles were deployed to 

help fight an ongoing blaze 
in Jarilla in the Extremadu-
ra region that borders Por-
tugal, the ministry said.

Spanish Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez visited the 
area Tuesday and spoke of 
the heat that has fueled the 
fires. Temperatures across 
Spain dropped by about 
4 degrees Celsius (about 7 
degrees Fahrenheit) Tues-
day after a 16-day heat wave 
with several days above 40 
C (104 F), Spain’s weather 
agency reported.

“Science tells us, common 

sense tells us too, especially 
that of farmers and ranch-
ers, of those who live in ru-
ral areas, that the climate is 
changing, that the climate 
emergency is becoming 
more and more recurrent, 
more frequent and has an 
ever greater impact,” Sán-
chez said.

In Galicia, land manage-
ment has also played a role. 
Large stretches of unman-
aged vegetation and depop-
ulated villages in forested 
land have led to the buildup 
of wildfire fuel, said Adrian 

Regos, an ecologist at the Bi-
ological Mission of Galicia, a 
research institute.

The fires in Spain have 
killed four people this year 
and burned more than 
382,000 hectares or about 
1,475 square miles, accord-
ing to the European Union’s 
European Forest Fire Infor-
mation System. That surface 
area is more than twice the 
size of metropolitan Lon-
don, more than six times the 
2006-2024 average for land 
burned during the same pe-
riod, according to EFFIS.

Air quality deteriorated 
across large parts of Spain 
over the past week as a re-
sult of the wildfires, data 
from the EU’s Copernicus 
climate monitoring agency 
showed. Smoke from the 
Iberian Peninsula fires 
reached France, the UK, and 
Scandinavia, it said.

Several fires have been 
caused by human activ-
ity. Police have detained 23 
people for suspected arson 
and are investigating 89 
more, Spain’s Civil Guard 
said Tuesday.

Spain battles one of its most destructive fire seasons even as its heat wave eases
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Pope Leo XIV asked people 
to fast on Friday to pray 
for peace and justice in the 
Middle East and Ukraine, 
issuing a special appeal as 
he returned to the Vatican 
from summer vacation.

At the end of his weekly 
general audience Wednes-
day, Leo recalled that Friday 
is a special feast day dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary. 
He urged Catholic faithful 
to spend the day fasting 

and “praying that the Lord 
grants peace and justice, 
and dries the tears of all 
those who are suffering as a 
result of the armed conflicts 
underway.” Leo has called 
for ceasefires in Gaza and 
Ukraine and for dialogue to 
achieve peace. Wednesday 
marked Leo’s first day back 
at the Vatican after a period 
of vacation at the papal sum-
mer retreat in Castel Gan-
dolfo, south of Rome.

Going forward, the pope 
has some important ap-

pointments including spe-
cial audiences for the Vati-
can’s 2025 Holy Year and 
the Sept. 7 canonization 
of the Catholic Church’s 
first millennial saint Carlo 
Acutis.

At the end of Wednesday’s 
audience, Leo received a 
special gift: A Ping-Pong 
table decorated with his pa-
pal coat of arms. Leo, an avid 
tennis player, gamely picked 
up a paddle and bounced a 
ball on it, but the ball rolled 
into the net.

Pope seeks prayers to end wars
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Pope Leo XIV arrives for his 
weekly general audience, at 
The Vatican.

NATO defense chiefs held 
a “candid discussion” 
Wednesday about what 
security guarantees they 
could offer Kyiv to help 
forge a peace agreement that 
ends Russia’s three-year 
war on Ukraine, a senior al-
liance official said.

Italian Admiral Giuseppe 
Cavo Dragone, the chair 
of NATO’s Military Com-
mittee, said that 32 defense 
chiefs from across the alli-
ance held a video conference 

amid a U.S.-led diplomatic 
push to end the fighting.

He said there was a “great, 
candid discussion” in the 
call. “I thanked everyone 
for their always proactive 
participation in these meet-
ings: we are united, and that 
unity was truly tangible to-
day, as always,” he wrote on 
social platform X without 
providing further details.

Assurances that it won’t be 
invaded again in the future 
are one of the keys for get-
ting Ukraine to sign up for 
a peace deal with Russia. It 
wants Western help for its 

military, including weapons 
and training, to shore up its 
defenses, and Western of-
ficials are scrambling to fig-
ure out what commitments 
they might offer.

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov chided ef-
forts to work on security 
arrangements in Ukraine 
without Moscow’s involve-
ment.

“We cannot agree with the 
fact that it is now proposed 
to resolve collective security 
issues without the Russian 
Federation. This will not 
work,” Lavrov said Wednes-

day, according to state news 
agency RIA Novosti.

Russia will “ensure (its) 
legitimate interests firmly 
and harshly,” Lavrov add-
ed at a news conference in 
Moscow with Jordanian 
Foreign Minister Ayman 
al-Safadi.

U.S. Gen. Alexus Grynke-
wich, NATO’s supreme al-
lied commander Europe, 
took part in the virtual talks, 
Dragone said. U.S. Gen. Dan 
Caine, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, was also due 
to participate, a U.S. defense 
official said.

NATO defence chiefs hold ‘candid discussion’  
on security guarantees for Ukraine

Trump slams US museums for focus  
on ‘how bad slavery was’

President Donald Trump has waged a pressure campaign for 
US museums to celebrate American exceptionalism

Sail Spectacle

Tall ships take part in the 50th Sail Amsterdam festival, Amsterdam, Netherlands

France’s President Emmanuel Macron, from left, President 
Donald Trump, Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and 
Germany’s Chancellor Friedrich Merz participate in a 
meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
European leaders in the East Room of the White House.Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov says any potential 

summit between Russian leader Putin and Ukraine’s 
Zelenskyy ‘must be prepared in the most meticulous way.

Residents battle a fire advancing toward Rebordondo village, 
near Ourense, in northwestern Spain,

Russian Shelling on 
Ukrainian city kills three

KYIV: At least three people 
were killed in a Russian ar-
tillery attack on the eastern 
Ukrainian city of Kostian-
tynivka, local officials said 
on Wednesday, as Mos-
cow’s troops advance to 
encircle the strategic hub 
in Ukraine’s industrialised 
Donbas region.

Another four people 
were wounded in the 
attack, which Governor 
Vadym Filashkin said 
involved eight strikes from 
a multiple rocket launch 
system and targeted a local 
market.

He called on residents 
to evacuate the city, which 
has come increasingly 

under attack as Russian 
forces close in from three 
sides.

On Tuesday alone, Filas-
hkin added, Russian forces 
dropped 10 guided bombs 
on Kostiantynivka, which 
has long served as a crucial 
logistics hub for Ukrai-
nian troops defending a key 
swath of the front line.

“The Russians are delib-
erately striking to kill and 
maim as many civilians 
as possible,” he said in a 
statement.

Russia has denied target-
ing civilians, but thousands 
have been killed since 
its full-scale invasion in 
February 2022.

US troops won’t be sent to help 
defend Ukraine: Trump 

WASHINGTON: President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday 
offered his assurances 
that U.S. troops would not 
be sent to help defend 
Ukraine against Russia after 
seeming to leave open the 
possibility the day before.

Trump also said in a 
morning TV interview that 
Ukraine’s hopes of joining 
NATO and regaining the 
Crimean Peninsula from 
Russia are “impossible.”

The Republican presi-
dent, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
other European leaders 

held hours of talks at the 
White House on Monday 
aimed at bringing an end 
to Russia’s war against 
Ukraine. While answering 
questions from journal-
ists, Trump did not rule out 
sending U.S. troops to par-
ticipate in a European-led 
effort to defend Ukraine as 
part of security guarantees 
sought by Zelenskyy.

Trump said after his meet-
ing in Alaska last week with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin that Putin was open to 
the idea of security guaran-
tees for Ukraine.

WH starts TikTok account as 
platform in US legal limbo

Washington : The White 
House launched a TikTok 
account on Tuesday, as 
President Donald Trump 
continues to permit the 
Chinese-owned platform to 
operate in the United States 
despite a law requiring its 
sale.

“America we are BACK! 
What’s up TikTok?” read a 
caption on the account’s first 
post on the popular video 
sharing app, a 27-second 
clip.

The account had about 

4,500 followers an hour after 
posting the video. Trump’s 
personal account on TikTok 
meanwhile has 110.1 million 
followers, though his last 
post was on November 5, 
2024 -- Election Day.

TikTok is owned by China-
based internet company 
ByteDance.

A federal law requiring Tik-
Tok’s sale or ban on national 
security grounds was due 
to take effect the day before 
Trump’s inauguration on 
January 20.

AGENCIES
BRUSSELS 



Disha Patani poses for her social media. (Instagram)

Picture perfect

Assamese filmmaker's debut feature film  
selected for Busan Film Festival

Assamese director Ma-
harshi Tuhin Kashyap's 
debut feature film 'Kok 
Kok Kookkook' has been 
selected for the 30th edi-
tion of the Busan Inter-
national Film Festival in 
South Korea for its Vision 
Asia section.

Produced by the Satyajit 
Ray Film and Television 
Institute (SRFTI) of Kolka-
ta, the movie is a magic re-
alist horror drama, a press 
release said on Wednes-
day. The film explores the 
intense lives of migrants 

struggling for identity 
against the backdrop of a 
gritty yet scenic city.

Known for his distinctive 
use of magic realism and 

poetic imagination, Kashy-
ap who used to be known 
as a short film maker, 
brings forward a deeply 
personal yet universal 

story set in his hometown 
Guwahati in Assam.

''This film is dedicated to 
the people of Assam, who 
once celebrated diver-
sity without hesitation. I 
fear times and minds are 
changing,'' the director 
said.

He hoped that this film 
stands as a ''testament of 
my existence, and of those 
who fight for identity ev-
ery day''.

Kashyap, an alumnus of 
SRFTI, developed the film 
as his final dissertation 
project under the mentor-
ship of filmmaker Dominic 
Sangma.

agencies
GUWAHATI

Filmmaker Vivek Ran-
jan Agnihotri's di-
rectorial 'The Bengal 

Files', which focuses on the 
events of the Direct Action 
Day and the 1946 Calcutta 
killings, has landed in con-
troversy even before its re-
lease.

Actor-turned-politician 
Mithun Chakraborty dis-
cussed the controversy sur-
rounding the trailer launch 
of 'The Bengal Files' in Kol-
kata, expressing surprise at 
the entire ruckus without 
even watching the film. He 
also blamed the ruling party 
in the state, saying every-
thing was "planned".

Speaking to ANI, he said, 
"Everything was planned, 
but it was so surprising to 

me, without even seeing the 
trailer, without even seeing 
anything, they are opposing 
it for what? To face the truth? 
So, that is the problem. Noth-
ing else."

On August 18, during a 
press conference in Delhi, 
the ace filmmaker revealed 
that "FIRs have been filed 
by ruling party members" 
on the makers. Speaking 
about it, the 'Disco Dancer' 
actor added, "In Bengal, 

FIRs are distributed like 
kurmura(Puffed rice). Agar 
TMC ka koi chota mota bhi 
hoga na police station mein 
jayega FIR karo bolega, kar 
dega. So, it was like that. So, 
never mind. If the FIR has 
been done, he(Vivek Ranjan 
Agnihotri) will fight it back. 
No problem"

The film explores the com-
munal violence in undivided 
Bengal during the 1940s, in-
cluding events like the 1946 

Direct Action Day and the 
Noakhali riots of 1946.

Chakraborty lashed out at 
the critics, saying, "Every-
body is scared of the truth. 
That is the thing," adding 
that the young generation 
should know about the truth.

"It's 1947, even before my 
birth, which we don't know 
about. The next generation 
should know about it what 
happened during Noakha-
li..or what about the great 
Calcutta killings..what hap-
pened..We read a line...What 
happened? You don't want to 
know the truth?..," he said.

'The Bengal Files' features 
actors Mithun Chakraborty, 
Anupam Kher, Darshan Ku-
mar, and Pallavi Joshi. It is 
focused on the events of the 
"Direct Action Day," aiming 
to unveil the "most brutal 
chapter" of Indian history.

‘Opposing without seeing it’: Mithun 
reacts over 'the Bengal Files' row
agencies
Mumbai  

BRAIN PICKING

The whole point of creativity is that it has no 
boundaries of language, region, and age.

— Aditi Rao Hydari

(Indian Actress)

The 'Fallout season 2' teaser 
trailer debuted on Tuesday 
at Gamescom 2025 and gave 
fans a first look at what's 
coming next in the post-
apocalyptic drama.

The second season of the 
hit Prime Video series will 
premiere on December 17, 
2025, with new episodes 
releasing weekly until the 
finale on February 4, 2026. 
The trailer showed the ac-
tion moving to New Vegas, 
a familiar setting for fans of 
the video game series.

As per a press release, 
during the  event ,  at-
tended by more  than 
5,000 people, executive 
producers Jonathan No-
lan, Geneva Robertson-
Dworet ,  and Graham 
Wagner joined stars Ella 
Purnell and Aaron Moten 
on stage to talk about the 
next chapter of the story. 
A new character was also 
revealed; Justin Theroux 
will play Robert House. 
The teaser also gave the 
first glimpse of the Death-
claw, one of  Fallout's 
most feared creatures.

Take a look
Season one of Fallout' be-

came one of Prime Video's 

most popular shows, draw-
ing more than 100 million 
viewers worldwide. Season 
two picks up after the dra-
matic finale of season one 
and follows Lucy, Maxi-
mus, and The Ghoul as they 
journey through the Mojave 
wasteland and into New Ve-
gas.

The series, based on the 
iconic video game franchise, 
explores survival in a world 

two centuries after a nuclear 
apocalypse. Alongside Pur-
nell and Moten, the cast 
includes Walton Goggins, 
Kyle MacLachlan, Moises 
Arias, and Frances Turner.

Season two of Fallout 
will be available in Eng-
lish and dubbed in Hindi, 
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 
and Malayalam across 240 
countries and territories on 
Prime Video.

Filmmaker Anurag Kashyap 
hit out at Vijay Subrama-
niam, producer of the up-
coming AI-generated film 
'Chiranjeevi Hanuman - The 
Eternal.'

The film, announced on 
Tuesday by Abundantia 
Entertainment and Collec-
tive Media Network's His-

toryverse, is being promoted 
as India's first "Made-in-AI" 
theatrical release.

Taking to Instagram, 
Kashyap lashed out at Sub-
ramaniam and questioned 
his commitment to creators. 
Referring to Subramaniam 
as the head of a talent agency 
that represents writers, di-
rectors, and actors, Kashy-
ap accused him of putting 
profits before creativity. He 

also added that agencies are 
"only interested in making 
money" and suggested that 
turning to AI proves that 
artists are being underval-
ued.

"Congratulations @vijay-
subramaniam84 . Here is 
the man heading the @lifeat-
collectiveartistsnetwork that 
represents artists, writer, 
directors , now producing a 
film made by AI . 

'Fallout Season 2' teaser unveils 

Kashyap hits out at producer of AI-generated film ‘Chiranjeevi Hanuman’

The series, based on the iconic video game 
franchise, explores survival in a world 

two centuries after a nuclear apocalypse. 
Alongside Purnell and Moten, the cast 

includes Walton Goggins, Kyle MacLachlan, 
Moises Arias, and Frances Turner.

Coldplay frontman Chris 
Martin seems to have no 
plans to give up the famous 
"kiss cam" at the band's 
shows, even after it led to a 
viral scandal involving for-
mer Astronomer CEO Andy 
Byron and the company's 
ex-HR head, Kristin Cabot.

According to Page Six, 
Martin, during Coldplay's 
"Music of the Spheres" 
World Tour stop in Hull, 
England, addressed the 
crowd about the incident 
that unfolded last month in 
Massachusetts.

"We've been doing [the 
Jumbotron] for a long time, 
and it is only recently that it 

became a... yeah," Martin 
told the crowd, hinting at 
the viral incident.

"Life throws you lemons, 
and you've got to make lem-
onade. So, we are going to 
keep doing it because we are 
going to meet some of you," 
he added.

The singer also interacted 
with fans, reading out signs 

from the crowd. Spotting 
one fan who had attended 
multiple shows, Martin 
thanked him for attending 
the show "three times in 
three months."

"You were at that Boston 
gig," the "Fix You" singer 
said. "Well, OK, thank you 
for coming again after that 
debacle," he added, refer-
ring to the moment when 
Byron and Cabot were spot-
ted canoodling on the "kiss 
cam" during the band's tour 
stop at Gillette Stadium in 
Massachusetts last month.

The whole drama began 
on July 16 when Andy Byron 
and Kristin Cabot appeared 
on the "kiss cam" during a 
Coldplay concert at Gillette 
Stadium. 

Chris Martin plans to keep Coldplay's 
kiss cam at concerts 
AGENCIES
London 

AGENCIES
Los Angeles  

agencies
Mumbai

Superstar Mahesh Babu's 
daughter Sitara Ghatta-
maneni has spoken out 
strongly against the grow-
ing number of "fake" and 
"spam" accounts imper-
sonating her on social me-
dia.

Sitara, on Tuesday, took 
to her social media to warn 
her followers, friends, and 
well-wishers to be "cau-
tious" of such imperson-
ators, adding that Insta-
gram is her "only official 
account" and the only place 

where she connects with 
people.

"It has come to my no-

tice that several fake and 
spam accounts are being 
created under my name. 

I would like to clarify to 
all my friends, family, and 
well-wishers that I am 
only active on Instagram. 
This is my only official ac-
count and the only medium 
through which I connect. I 
am not present on any oth-
er social media platforms. 
Please be cautious and 
avoid engaging with any 
other accounts claiming to 
be me," read her Instagram 
post.

Take a look
Sitara has a strong pres-

ence on Instagram, where 
she regularly shares per-
sonal moments, family up-

dates, and collaborations.
The star kid made her 

silver screen debut with 
the song "Penny" from her 
father, Mahesh Babu's film 
'Sarkaru Vaari Paata.'

Meanwhile,  Mahesh 
Babu is preparing for his 
highly anticipated proj-
ect with director SS Ra-
jamouli, tentatively titled 
'SSMB29', which will also 
feature Priyanka Chopra 
in a key role.

The film is written by 
Vijayendra Prasad and di-
rected by Rajamouli. Fur-
ther details about the cast 
are still under wraps. 

Legendary cricketer and 
Asian Footwears’ brand am-
bassador MS Dhoni today 
unveiled the company’s all-
new signature and premium 
sneaker collection, designed 
to combine high fashion, un-
beatable comfort, and long-
lasting durability. The line-
up includes Hyper Cushion 
and PowerKick sneakers, 
the Wonder Walk- walking 
range, the Mojo- premium 
sneaker line, and the Quan-

tum 2.0 -Signature Collec-
tion. Designed in-house, 
state-of-the-art, BIS-certi-
fied footwear testing and de-
sign laboratory, these mod-

els reflect a perfect fusion 
of style and performance, 
created for consumers who 
want a global aesthetic at an 
affordable price point.

MS Dhoni unveils Asian Footwears’ 
Quantum 2.0 signature collection
Agencies
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Volvo EX30 First Drive Review 
SYED SHIRAZ SHAH 

Volvo India recent-
ly invited a select 
few auto journal-

ists to drive their latest of-
fering in India, the EX30, 
in Jaipur. It was a beauti-
fully conducted first drive 
where each journalist got 
ample time to sample the 
car. The price hasn’t been 
revealed yet as the actual 
launch would happen 
sometime next month and 
the deliveries would begin 
in October. Therefore, oth-
er than the price, this story 
would tell you everything 
you need to know if you’re 
contemplating to buy this 
vehicle. I’ll start with the 
design first. 

Design 
The EX30 looks unmis-

takeably a Volvo. There’s 
careful restraint in the 
overall design, which 
means there are no snazzy 
cuts and creases to make 
it look like a UFO. It looks 
how a proper car designed 
by humans, and not ro-
bots, should look. It has 
a smooth, pleasing form 
that will age well without 
appearing boring at any 
point in time. I say that 
because I wasn’t really 
expecting it to turn a lot 
of heads during the drive, 
but it managed to turn 
almost all of them in its 
direction. That’s a win for 
Volvo, and also for you if 
you’re someone who loves 
attention. If you aren’t 
that type, try getting your 
EX30 in White, and you 
might be able to get some 
relief from prying eyes. I 
still don’t guarantee that 
though...

Interiors 
I don’t guarantee a lack 

of attention because not 
only does the vehicle look 
good, the onlookers would 
want to peep further in-
side due to its different in-
teriors. For starters, there 
is no conventional instru-
ment cluster behind the 
steering wheel, and the 
steering wheel itself is not 
your regular circular unit. 
When people said you 
can’t reinvent the wheel, 
they didn’t say anything 
about the steering wheel, 
right? Volvo took that 
challenge seriously. 

Coming back to the in-
strument cluster, or the 
lack of one behind the 
steering wheel, what 
you get instead is a silent 
nanny monitoring your 
eyes,  and your attention 
level via them, to ensure 
your safety and of those 
too who are around your 
car. In fact, Volvo takes 
the safety of the planet 
seriously too, which is 
why almost the entire 
cabin has been made us-
ing recycled material. But 
don’t be fooled for even a 
millisecond into thinking 
that then there must have 
been compromises made 
in the quality of the interi-
ors or in the fit and finish, 
because there have been 
none—everything 
inside (and out-
side too) still 
feels prop-
erly pre-
mium and 
robust.

Plus, 
there’s 
some 
intelli-
gent and 
innova-
tive space 
manage-
ment done 
by Volvo in 
this one. For ex-
ample, there is no conven-
tional glovebox at the pas-
senger side, but there is 

one in the center and you 
can even lock it via a PIN 
like you do to lock your 
phone. But that’s still not 
as clever as this one—the 
armrest between the front 
seats conceals a retractable 
compartment that has two 
cupholders, and I love the 
fact that it has been incor-
porated so thoughtfully 
where you can either ex-
tend it completely (to use 
both cupholders), or par-
tially (to use just one), or 
slide it back completely 
into the armrest when you 
don’t need it. In fact, even 
when fully extended, it 
doesn’t cause any hin-
drance in operating the 
touchscreen that’s actu-
ally the main interface to 
use almost every function 
in the car. 

And that’s a bit of a prob-
lem. No, not the retractable 
compartment, but the fact 
that almost every function 
has been crammed into 
the touchscreen, which, 
by the way, also has a dedi-
cated section (the top strip) 
for the speedo, odo, and 
other readouts that you 
normally find in a regular 
instrument cluster behind 
the wheel. 

It would have still been 
okay, but I was really ir-
ritated to learn that even 
to adjust the mirrors I will 
have to not only fiddle 
around with the touch-
screen, but also use the 
buttons on the steering 
wheel simultaneously. 
Let’s just revert to normal 
buttons for these essential 
functions, Volvo. Not ev-
eryone is so highly ambi-
dextrous. 

Another complaint I 
have is that the auto park 
(Park Pilot Assist in Volvo 

speak) function has not 
been optimised for Indian 
conditions. I repeatedly 
tested it on a path that had 
an open field on one side 

and a rocky-plus-bushy 
section on the other side 
with barbed wire fenc-
ing. The Volvo ignored 
the open field completely, 
like most good candidates 
get ignored by HR, and 
wanted to park on the 
other side. Thankfully, 
because it’s a Volvo, it 
automatically braked in 
time (just an inch before 
the barbed wire fence) 
and asked me to clear the 
obstacle before resuming 
the parking manuver. I 
wasn’t carrying a shovel, 
pliers, gardening scissors, 
and dynamite sticks, so I 
couldn’t obey the Swede 
command. 

Moreover, it would only 
do perpendicular parking 
and not parallel parking. 
Come on, Volvo, when 
our homegrown manu-
facturers are doing better 
here, I expect YOU to de-
velop this feature to a level 
where I can just get out of 
the car and it parks itself 
before sending me a text 
on the lines of “your Volvo 
is parked safely, have a good 
date, er, day sir!”

Speaking of dates, you 
and your better half would 
be absolutely comfortable 
in the front seats. The rear 
seats are a notch under-
whelming in comparison. 
The seat-squab base is 
angled too deep towards 
the rear, whereas the seat-
back is too upright with no 
recline adjustment. The 
former wouldn’t be an is-
sue if the latter could be 
adjusted. That said, this is 
what I could gather at first 
glance. Sometime next 
month, I will try to get the 
vehicle again from Volvo 
and request one of my 
elderly family members 

to sit at 

the rear for an 
hour or two and let 
me know. I shall then do 
a follow-up story where 

I would also test the real-
world range of the EX30. 

Oh, before I forget, please 
note that, thankfully, the 
power windows are still 
operated by physical but-
tons; the left control stalk 
on the steering column 
is for the lights (switch-
ing on fogs; switching the 
main headlights’ mode 
from Auto to ON, etc., and 
headlight level adjust-
ment, is still via the screen 
though), indicators, and 
wipers, while the right 
stalk is your gearshift le-
ver (like in Mercs). And 
this car’s rain-sensing 
wipers happen to be the 
absolute best I have expe-
rienced yet. A drop of wa-
ter on the windshield and 
they wipe it away without 
any delay. Generally, only 
mothers have such OCDs 
around cleanliness and 
safety...

PERFORMANCE, 
RIDE QUALITY, And 
HANDLING

Spoiler Alert! This en-
tire section is a 10/10. The 
performance is fantastic; 
the ride quality is sub-
lime, and the handling 
will keep you entertained 
at all occasions. Volvo 
claims a 5.3 s time for the 
zero to hundred sprint. 
My best run yielded a time 
of 5.0 seconds! I was able 
to find a closed road with 
zero traffic, where I also 
conducted a 160–0 km/h 
braking test. The EX30 
accomplished that in an 
eye-popping 4.8 seconds! 

It’s the same story when 
you want to overtake—
immediate rush of power 
is always a given, and 
you don’t shy away from 
utilising it to the max be-
cause you know the car 
will stop in a jiffy when 

required, without any 
drama whatsoever. 

The 

handling too, like I men-
tioned earlier, will keep 
you entertained. Just set 
the steering mode to Firm 
(there are three settings, 
which, if I remember 
correctly, are called light, 
normal, and firm) and you 
can try to emulate Ewy 
Rosqvist in the twisties. 
The steering rack isn’t 
from a Polestar, but it’s 
still quick and predictable 
enough for you to have 
fun. What helps matters 
immensely is the impec-
cable chassis behaviour. 
The EX30, for a crossover, 
stays quite flat in corners, 
allowing you to bring out 
the repressed rally fanatic 
in you. Yes, it’s an RWD, 
and you would love taking 
the gravel sections in it...

Another feather in the 
EX30’s cap is the astound-
ing ride quality at high 
speeds. The mavericks at 
Volvo R&D have got the 
damping and spring rate 
absolutely spot on for this 
car. At pedestrian speeds, 
you’ll soon learn that the 
suspension feels a tad 
firm, but as the speeds 
rise, it magically swallows 
the worst potholes with-
out any complaints. Like I 
said earlier, full marks to 
Volvo here! 

SAFETY 
Talking about safety in 

a Volvo is like sitting in 
God’s lap and asking him 
about theism. They in-
vented most of that stuff, 
right? Moreover, if I start 
mentioning the entire list 
of active and safety fea-
tures you get in the EX30, 
I won’t be able to finish 
this article today. 

Therefore, it would just 
suffice to say that even this 
Volvo carries the whole 
suite of safety features 
that you expect from a 
Volvo, and then some, 
to maximise the delay of 
your face-to-face meeting 

with your maker. 

VERDICT 
A s  y o u 

might have 
already 
gath-
ered by 
now, the 
EX30 is a 
fantastic 

car—its 
Gen Z quirks 

(everything in the 
touchscreen) notwith-
standing. The 69 kWh 

battery pack’s claimed 
range (WLTP) in this car 
is 480 km, and you may 
expect me to check that 
soon. Also, don’t worry 
about the lack of noise. 
The brilliant sound sys-
tem will keep you happy,  
and there are numerous 
shades of ambient light-
ing to elevate your mood 
otherwise too. 

M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y 
though, the EX30 excels 
in the core traits (perfor-
mance, handling, and ride 
quality) that make a car a 
great car, which in turn 
makes it one of those rare 
electric cars that would 
appeal to even the staunch 
petrolheads as yours truly 
here. 

Now, keeping the price 
tempting, at least initially, 
is the only thing left for 
Volvo to accomplish. It’s 
highly unlikely that they 
would price it at under 45 
lakh rupees onroad, but 
if they somehow manage 
that, the EX30 would cre-
ate a lot of problems for 
many vehicles both above 
and under this price mark.

Photos: Syed Shiraz Shah & Volvo India 
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Companies, across indus-
tries, aren’t just using artifi-
cial intelligence to speed up 
routine work—they’re build-
ing entire teams where hu-
mans and smart AI “agents” 
collaborate every day. This 
new shift, fuelled by agentic 
AI, is changing how work 
gets done, and what’s pos-
sible for businesses around 
the world. Instead of replac-
ing humans, smart machines 
are enabling humans to le-
verage technology in order 
to save time & focus on high 
value tasks. 

One of the biggest changes 
is how smarter allocation of 
tasks is assigned between 
humans and machines. 
With agentic AI, more 
than 60% of new enter-
prise AI deployments in 
2025 include technology 
that “thinks for itself” and 
actively decides who—or 
what—should handle a 
particular task. Instead of 
managers micromanaging 
every detail, AI instantly 
matches tasks to people or 
digital agents based on their 
strengths, speed, and cur-
rent workload. For exam-
ple, a 2025 McKinsey report 
found that smart division of 
labour increases productiv-

ity by up to 30% in compa-
nies using agentic AI.

AI agents can run thou-
sands of parallel processes 
and make decisions in real 
time, so bottlenecks and 
task hand-offs run smooth-
ly regardless of scale. This 
capability is especially valu-
able for organizations grap-
pling with hybrid or remote 
work setups. As per a recent 
study, an organization can 
reduce the time spent on 
complex tasks by up to 85% 
with the help of Agentic AI, 
letting the staff focus on 
high-value, creative work 
instead of repetitive tasks.

Agentic AI can track em-
ployee’s actual skills and 
performance, not just job ti-
tles. This means whenever a 
challenge arises, it instantly 
chooses the best-suited per-
son or agent, optimizing 
both results and employee 
engagement. According to 
the World Economic Forum 
(WEF)’s “Future of Jobs Re-
port 2025”, 39% of current 
job skills are predicted to be 
outdated or transformed by 
2030, so skill tracking is ur-
gent. AI isn’t just matching 
skills to tasks—it’s support-
ing lifelong learning, giving 
employees AI-powered 

recommendations for new 
training, and adapting as 
people learn and grow.

Modern agentic systems 
operate like a vigilant coach. 
They constantly monitor 
both human and machine 
performance, quickly spot-
ting when something isn’t 
working as it should or if 
productivity drops. They do 
this seamlessly, in the back-
ground, giving just enough 
support without making 
anyone feel watched or mi-
cromanaged. For example, 
DHL cut operational costs by 
using agentic systems to spot 
and fix workflow slowdowns 

immediately.
Transparency is also an 

important feature of these 
systems. Because agentic 
systems document every 
decision and action they 
take, everyone (from junior 
staff to regulators) can audit 
what happened and why it 
happened. This builds trust 
and keeps organizations 
compliant with data and 
labor laws.

The agentic AI market is 
on track to exceed $48 bil-
lion by 2030, growing at 
over 57% per year as busi-
nesses race to harness these 
benefits. 45% of Fortune 
500 companies are piloting 
agentic AI, and 29% have 
already rolled out agentic 
systems for key tasks in 
2025. In India alone, agen-
tic AI adoption is expected 
to grow 383% in two years, 
yielding a projected pro-
ductivity boost of 41.7%.

Agentic AI isn’t a distant 
fantasy—it is already chang-
ing & shaping the way we 
work today. By intelligently 
sharing tasks, managing 
complex workflows on its 
own, matching jobs to the 
right skills, and encour-
aging on-going learning, 
agentic AI is helping hu-
mans and machines be-
come real partners. The 
organizations that will 
succeed are the ones that 
combine this technology 
with understanding, prop-
er training, and openness, 
building a strong and last-
ing collaboration between 
people and machines for 
the future.

The author is the Director & 
Head  of TEB Grassik Search.

The Human Gift of For-
getfulness
Forgetting is often framed 
as weakness. We misplace 
names, lose track of dates, 
or fail to recall events. Yet 
psychologists argue that 
forgetting is not a defect 
but a feature of the human 
mind. It allows us to heal, 
to forgive, and to move for-
ward. 

Memory that is too sharp 
can trap us in the past, re-
visiting every wound with 
relentless precision. Forget-
ting, paradoxically, is what 
keeps us sane.

The AI Contrast: A World 
That Never Forgets
Artificial intelligence in-
verts this human condition. 
Algorithms do not fade, fal-
ter, or forgive. Every photo, 
search query, chat, or digital 
footprint is stored, retriev-
able, and analysable. 

An AI-powered system 
can recall a ten-year-old 
message with the same clar-
ity as a ten-minute-old one. 
What humans blur with 
time, AI preserves with ex-
actness. This permanence 
is not neutral - it is already 
reshaping how individuals, 
families, and organisations 
relate to memory itself.

Psychological Shifts in 
Daily Life
The erosion of forgetting is 
not confined to boardrooms 
and businesses - it enters the 
texture of everyday life.
l  Personal Relation-

ships: Old conversations, 
resurfacing at the wrong 
time, can destabilise trust. 

A poorly chosen phrase 
from years ago may sud-
denly reappear, reframed by 
algorithms in ways that hu-
mans had long since moved 
beyond.
l  Digital Childhoods: 

Children born today will 
never know the privilege of 
unrecorded mistakes. Every 
photograph, every note, ev-
ery online action will be ar-
chived. This raises profound 
questions: how will adult-
hood feel when adolescence 
is permanently preserved?
l  Grief and Closure: 

In a society where AI 
systems can recreate the 
voices or likeness of those 
who have passed away, 
the human process of let-
ting go is altered. The 
line between memory 
and presence grows thin-
ner, with implications 
for how we process loss. 

Professional and Organ-
isational Impacts
The workplace is equally 
affected.
l  Accountability With-

out Expiry: Every draft, 
every miscalculation, ev-
ery experiment is stored. 
Employees may feel con-
strained, knowing that no 
mistake will fade into ob-
scurity.
l  Creativity at Risk: In-

novation thrives on trial 
and error. If every error is 
permanently catalogued, 
organisations risk cultivat-
ing a culture of hesitation.
l Performance Manage-

ment: Managers, armed 
with detailed digital trails, 
may equate permanent 

memory with performance, 
missing the larger human 
context. The subtle abil-
ity to forgive mistakes, to 

see potential beyond past 
errors, could diminish. 
Cultural Implications in 
India

In a country like India, 
where oral traditions and 
selective memory have his-
torically played a central 

role, the shift is particularly 
stark. Our stories, folklore, 
and even family narratives 
thrive on adaptation and 
omission. 

AI introduces rigidity - a 
fixed record of what “actu-
ally” happened. This could 
redefine how communities 
remember, celebrate, or 
even contest history. The 
long-held belief that “time 
heals” faces a direct techno-
logical counterpoint.

Designing for Digital 
Forgetting
The challenge is not to re-
ject AI’s permanence but to 
integrate mechanisms that 
mimic human forgetting. 
Enterprises, governments, 
and individuals will need 
to design frameworks that 
restore balance:

1.	 Time-Bound 

Data Policies: Just as hu-
man memory fades, data 
retention policies must al-
low digital records to expire 
unless explicitly required.

2.	 Context-Sensi-
tive Systems: AI should 
learn to prioritise relevance. 
Not every stored memory 
must be surfaced; context 
should dictate recall.

3.	 Ethical  Safe-
guards: Legal and regu-
latory frameworks must 
protect individuals from 
the psychological burden 
of permanent exposure. In 
healthcare, education, and 
governance, this becomes 
especially urgent.

4.	 Right to Be For-
gotten: Europe has already 
experimented with laws 
allowing individuals to re-
quest data deletion. India, 
too, may need to explore 
similar protections as AI-
driven permanence grows. 
The Path Forward for En-
terprises
For Indian enterprises, the 
erosion of forgetting offers 
both promise and peril. 
On one hand, permanent 
memory aids compliance, 
efficiency, and data-driven 
decision-making. On the 
other, it risks overwhelm-
ing employees and custom-
ers with the weight of per-
manence. The way forward 
requires balance:

l  Recognising that hu-
mane policies - allowing 
mistakes, learning curves, 
and second chances - re-
main as critical as effi-
ciency.
l  Ensuring that AI de-

ployments are accompa-
nied not only by techni-
cal standards but also by 
ethical and psychological 
guardrails.
l  Training leadership to 

view memory not as an ar-
chive of past errors but as a 
guide for future potential. 

Final Thoughts
The age of artificial intelli-
gence challenges one of the 
deepest human traits: the 
ability to forget. If forgetting 
is essential for healing and 
growth, then a society with-
out forgetting risks losing its 
capacity for forgiveness. 

The future will not be 
defined only by how much 
AI remembers, but by how 
wisely we decide what it 
should forget.

Abhishek Anand, Founder of 
Skill Bud Technologies Pvt. 
Ltd., a technology company 
specializing in Website De-
velopment, Digital Market-
ing, CGI Ads, Social Media, 
and emerging technologies 
including AI, AR/VR, and 
Generative Content under 
his brand Generative Crafts.
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How agentic AI is helping manage the human-
machine workforce in 2025
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India’s higher education 
sector is transforming at a 
rapid pace, with more than 
58,000 institutions now 
serving a large and diverse 
student body. The addition 
of almost 2,400 institutions 
in 2021–22 alone indicates 
the dynamism of the sec-
tor’s growth. With growing 
competition and intensity 
of admission cycles, timely 
communication and one-
on-one interaction are no 
longer negotiable. Old ways 
of managing applicant in-
quiries and outreach are 
no longer viable at scale. 
Institutions require smart, 
responsive solutions that 
are not only responding 
effectively but also pro-
actively engaging. This is 
where intelligent voicebot 
technology is quietly revo-
lutionizing admission pro-
cesses.

Traditional Bottlenecks
Manual counsellor-driven 
systems still in use by insti-
tutions tend to suffer from 
disjointed communication, 
excessive lead attrition, and 
excessive query resolution 
delays. Counsellors at peak 
times are overwhelmed 
with lead verification, 
redundant FAQs, and 
follow-ups, resulting in 
poor turnaround and lost 
opportunities. Generic, 
delayed responses may 
anger students and erode 
institutional reputation. 
These outdated processes 
not only slow admissions 
down but also diminish 
the personalised touch 
that students now expect 
from higher education in-

stitutions.

Smart Admissions Support
Voicebots have emerged as 
powerful tools for managing 
large volumes of applicant 
interactions around the 
clock. These AI-powered 
agents are built to reduce 
Turnaround Time (TAT) 
through instant lead veri-
fication and eliminate wait 
time through real-time re-
sponses, improving both 
Average Handling Time 
(AHT) and Customer 
Satisfaction (CSAT). With 
speech engines trained in 
Indian languages and lo-
cal inflections, they ensure 
communication is smooth 
and inclusive. These sys-
tems enable institutions to 
automate routine tasks, re-
lease human counselors to 
engage in strategic student 
interaction and high-value 
decision-making. 

Engagement At Scale
Modern voicebots provide 
much more than reactive 
assistance. They assist in-
stitutions in creating and 
building leads, validating 
candidate information, and 
executing drip marketing 
campaigns by means of 
automated outbound calls. 
With call transfer capabili-
ties in real time, they facili-
tate second-level guidance 
in the first conversation it-

self, increasing candidate 
confidence and making 
communication effortless. 
Institutions can customize 
the voice flow, words, and 
tone via a no-code, DIY 
platform—allowing them 
complete control of the 
interaction process with 
minimal technical depen-
dencies.

Future-Ready Ecosystem
Based on Gartner’s 2022 
customer service and sup-
port survey, more than half 
of the organizations today 
utilize conversational AI 
for client-facing posi-
tions. For educational 
institutions, this repre-
sents a crucial move to-
ward smart automation. 
Voicebot ecosystems not 
only streamline operations 
but also provide a friction-
less admission process for 
future students. With the 
education sector in India 
growing further, those 
organizations that are 
making an investment in 
such future-proof solu-
tions are poised to expand 
communication, improve 
candidate experiences, and 
deliver improved results 
in the age of digital-first.

The same is attributed to Mr. 
Sarvagya Mishra, Founder & 
Director Superbot it’s an AI-
powered voice agent startup
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Agentic AI

Revolutionizing admission workflows with 
smart voicebot technology



After winning the Cincinnati 
Open on Monday, Iga Swiatek 
teamed up with Casper Ruud 
in the US Open Mixed Dou-
bles Championship. The pair 
advanced to the semi-final 
as they defeated Americans 
Madison Keys and Frances 
Tiafoe 4-1, 4-2 without losing 
a set.

They will now face Jessica 

Pegula and Jack Draperer 
in Wednesday’s semifinals, 
who cruised after registering 
a 4-1, 4-1 quarterfinal victory 

against Mirra Andreeva and 
Daniil Medvedev in Ashe.

Earlier in the first round 
of the competition, Pegula 
and Draper defeated Emma 
Raducanu and Carlos Al-
caraz 4-2, 4-After the match, 
Casper shared his thoughts 
on the victory. “I had to sacri-
fice [golf] for mixed doubles,” 
said Ruud as quoted by the US 
Open website.

After the match, Iga Swi-

atek also expressed her feel-
ings where she said, “It’s good 
we’re playing tennis, because 
I’m terrible at golf!”

 

Former India off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin be-
lieves that right-hander bat-
ter Sanju Samson’s chances 
in the playing XI are in “a bit 
of danger” after the inclu-
sion of Shubman Gill in the 
team for the upcoming Asia 
Cup 2025 from next month.

Team India for the Asia 
Cup 2025 was unveiled 
on Tuesday, with skipper 
Suryakumar leading the 
squad and Shubman Gill 
as his deputy, with several 
major names missing out. 
The squad was announced 
during a press conference 
attended by T20I skipper 
Suryakumar and chief se-
lector Ajit Agarkar, which 
was held after a selection 
meeting which also fea-
tured the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
secretary Devajit Saikia.

Speaking on his YouTube 
channel, ‘Ash ki Baat’, Ash-
win said, “What will make 
me even more sad is that 
there are high chances that 
you have announced him as 
the vice-captain, so Sanju 
Samson’s place is in a bit 
of danger. The matter is 
sealed. Sanju is not going to 
play because Shubman Gill 
will play. If you want to play 
Gill, you have to play him at 
three, and Sanju will open 
the batting, but that too is 

not going to happen.”
Samson also delivered sol-

id returns and found a new 
lease of life as an opener for 
the Indian side alongside 
Abhishek. Since the last 
T20 WC, in 31 T20s and 30 
innings, he has scored 908 
runs at an average of 33.62, 
with a strike rate of 157.09, 
with three centuries and 
three fifties. Jitesh Sharma 

has been chosen as a back-
up wicketkeeper-batter for 
Sanju Samson, who found 
a new lease of life as a T20I 
opener for Team India with 
three centuries in quick 
succession. He last played 
T20Is for India in January 
last year, scoring 100 runs 
in nine matches across sev-
en innings at an average of 
14.28.

England is set to visit Sri 
Lanka, the co-host of next 
year’s T20 World Cup, for a 
white-ball tour, in the build-
up to the marquee event.

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) re-
leased a statement on 
Wednesday to announce 
that the Three Lions will 
contest in three ODIs and as 
many T20Is from January 
22 to February 3, next year. 
In the last edition of the T20 
World Cup, England en-
dured a heartbreak in the 
semi-finals against India, 
who eventually went on to 

lift the title.
“England Men will tour 

Sri Lanka for two white-ball 
series ahead of the 2026 ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup in 
early 2026,” the ECB said in 
a statement.

The tour will begin with 
three ODIs on January 22 

and will conclude on Janu-
ary 27. The ODI action will 
be followed by the T20Is 
from January 30 and will 
run till February 3. As of 
now, the venues of the six 
white-ball fixtures have yet 
to be confirmed by Sri Lanka 
Cricket.

England will reap massive 
benefits from playing in the 
sub-continent, consider-
ing the T20 World Cup will 
be hosted in India and Sri 
Lanka. Under the refined 
leadership of Harry Brook, a 
rejuvenated England white-
ball side will tussle for their 
third crown, having won it in 
2009 and 2022.

The next year’s tour of Sri 
Lanka will be England’s 
first in over seven years. In 
their past exploits, England 
trounced the Lions to stand 
triumphant in the ODI leg in 
2018. Riding high on the suc-
cess in the 50-over format, 
England marched towards 

victory in the lone T20I.
England and Sri Lanka’s 

last encounter in the short-
est format of cricket dates 
back to the former’s T20 
World Cup-winning cam-
paign in 2022. England over-
whelmed Sri Lanka with a 
convincing four-wicket win 
in the group stage.

Before entering the arena 
to grapple for victory against 
each other, Sri Lanka will 
embark on a journey to Zim-
babwe for a white-ball series, 
beginning on September 6. 
On the other hand, England 
will host South Africa, with 
the series set to kick off on 
September 10 in Cardiff.

A clinical India thrashed 
Nepal 7-0 in their open-
ing match of the SAFF U17 
Women’s Championship, 
with three players scoring a 
brace each, here on Wednes-
day.

Nira Chanu Longjam 
(25th, 56th), Abhista Basnett 
(16th, 41st), and Anushka 
Kumari (37th, 62nd) scored 
twice, while captain Julan 
Nongmaithem (45+1) struck 
once to ensure a flawless 
start to India’s campaign.

The Young Tigresses raced 
to a commanding 5-0 lead 
by half-time, leaving Nepal 

no room for recovery in 
what was a one-sided affair 
from the outset.

Nepal didn’t allow India to 
assert their dominance from 
the first whistle. But it was 
only a matter of time before 
the Young Tigresses’ cohe-
sive structure, the result of 
months of training since 
January, began becoming 
evident. The midfielders 
gradually began dicating 
tempo, finding incisive 
passes and carving through 
Nepal’s defence with sharp 
distribution, while the for-
wards constantly found 
pockets of space to create 
havoc.

The backline, though test-

ed early, remained compact 
and resilient. Goalkeeper 
Munni produced a solid 
display, securing a clean 
sheet and marshalling her 
defence with confidence.

Set-pieces proved to be a 
significant weapon for In-
dia. The breakthrough came 
in the 16th minute after a 
poor backpass resulted in a 
corner. Shveta Rani swung 
in a dangerous delivery 
from the left, and Nepal 
custodian Jharna Dumra-
koti fumbled under pres-
sure. Abhista was quickest 
to react, slotting home from 
close range.

India doubled their ad-
vantage in the 25th minute. 

Anushka slipped a beauti-
fully weighted pass behind 
the defence for Nira, who 
still had work to do. The 
striker powered home a low 
drive, beating the stretching 
Dumrakoti.

Anushka then turned 
scorer in the 37th minute, 
racing onto a through ball 
and showing great compo-
sure to beat the keeper and 
make it 3-0.

Four minutes later, Ab-
hista made it a brace. A pass 
from Anushka intended for 
Nira was deflected by Ans-
hu BK, but Abhista latched 
onto the loose ball and fired 
home a precise finish to ex-
tend the lead to 4-0.

On the stroke of half-time, 
India added their fifth. A 
goalmouth scramble fol-
lowing another corner saw 
Julan react swiftly and tuck 
the ball into the net, spark-
ing wild celebrations from 
the bench.Even with the re-
sult virtually secured, India 
showed no signs of slowing 
in the second half. In the 
56th minute, Nira found 
herself unmarked and un-
leashed a fierce shot to com-
plete her brace and take the 
scoreline to 6–0.

The seventh came in the 
62nd minute, this time a 
display of team interplay. 
Abhista teed up Nira at the 
edge of the box. 

The Women’s Delhi Pre-
mier League witnessed high 
drama at the Arun Jaitley 
Stadium, where Central 
Delhi Queens pulled off 
a nail-biting 1-wicket win 
against North Delhi Strik-
ers on Wednesday.

Chasing 118 for victory, 
the Queens were pushed 
to the brink before hold-
ing their nerve in the very 
last over. The chase began 
on a shaky note, with the 

Queens stumbling to 43/4, 
as the Strikers’ bowlers 
struck at regular intervals.

Monika emerged as the 
key batter, keeping her side 
in the hunt with a gritty 36 
off 39 balls. Her dismissal 
via a run-out, however, left 
the Queens under pressure, 
still requiring runs from 
the lower order, said the 
release.

The game went down to 
the wire in the final over 
with the Queens needing 
14 runs with just two wick-
ets in hand. They managed 

12 off the first five deliveries 
before Parunika Sisodia 
was stumped on a wide ball 
from Nazma.

With two needed from 
two, tension gripped the 
ground. Priya Mishra, 
walking in last, lofted the 
ball straight to mid-on, 
only for the fielder to put 
down the chance as it went 
to the boundary to hand the 
Queens a dramatic victory 
with just one ball to spare.

For the Strikers, Nazma 
starred with the ball, taking 
3 for 24 in 3.5 overs.

Indian great Viswanathan 
Anand will revive his iconic 
rivalry with Russian stal-
wart Garry Kasparov, while 
world champion D Gukesh 
will go up against famil-
iar foe Magnus Carlsen in 
Clutch Chess exhibition 
matches come October in St 
Louis, USA.

Kasparov and Anand last 
squared off in 2021 in the 
Croatia Rapid and Blitz com-
petition at Zagreb where the 
Russian had emerged victo-
rious. The two have clashed 
82 times across formats in 
their illustrious careers with 
Kasparov leading in all of 
them and 30 games ending 
in draws.

“Two former world cham-
pions, Garry Kasparov and 
Viswanathan Anand, go 
head-to-head in a special 
Clutch Chess (Legends) ex-
hibition match from (Octo-
ber 7 to 11). This once-in-a-

generation clash celebrates 
the legacy of two chess greats 
and officially launches the 
month of reopening festivi-
ties,” the St Louis Chess Club 
stated in a press release.

“The exhibition match will 
be the first event held in the 
Club’s enhanced facility, re-
affirming the city’s role as 
the chess capital of the Unit-
ed States and a global leader 
in the game.” The event will 
feature a USD 144,000 prize 
fund to be awarded across a 
12-game Chess960 (Fischer 
Random) match between the 

two icons. The games will 
be played at rapid and blitz 
time controls and “with an 
innovative scoring system 
designed to captivate both 
players and fans.” Days af-
ter this, there will be a Clutch 
Chess: Champions Show-
down from October 27 to 29 
at the same venue.

The lineup features World 
No.1 Carlsen, World No.2 
Hikaru Nakamura, World 
No.3 Fabiano Caruana, and 
Gukesh in what will be the 
highest-rated chess tourna-
ment of the year.

England set to tour Sri Lanka before T20 World Cup 2026 Women’s DPL: Central Delhi 
Queens reach finals 

Iga Swiatek-Casper Ruud 
cruises to US Open semis

India thrash Nepal 7-0 in SAFF U17 Women’s C’ship 

Anand vs Kasparov, Gukesh vs 
Carlsen locked for Clutch Chess 

 Samson’s chances in ‘danger’ after 
Gill inclusion: Ashwin 
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Girish Gupta’s gold 
in the 10m air pis-
tol men youth event 

ensured India ended com-
petition day one of the 16th 
Asian Shooting Champion-
ship Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun in 
Shymkent, Kazakhstan, on 
a profitable note, as per a 
release from NRAI.

The 17-year-old shot 241.3 
in the final, finishing ahead 
of compatriot Dev Pratap. 
The 14-year-old shot 238.6 
for silver. India thus earned 
two gold and three silver 
medals on day one after 
Kapil Bainsla had won the 
junior men’s air pistol gold, 
and both the senior and ju-
nior men’s teams had won 
silver medals each.

The Indian pair of Sau-
rabh Chaudhary and ris-
ing teenager Suruchi Inder 
Singh clinched the 10m air 

pistol mixed team bronze, 
beating Chinese Taipei 17-9. 
The duo aggregated 578 in 
qualification to make the 
medal round, adding to 
the individual bronze that 
double Olympic-medallist 
Manu Bhaker had won in 
the women’s 10m air pistol 

competition on Tuesday.
Haryana CM Nayab Singh 

Saini, through a telephonic 
conversation, congratulated 
Kapil Bainsla on winning 
the gold medal.

The Indian pair of Anmol 
Jain, Saurabh Chaudhary 
and Aditya Malra also 

added to the tally, winning 
silver in the men’s 10m air 
pistol team event. Compet-
ing at the Shymkent Shoot-
ing Plaza, the trio tallied 
1735-52x to finish behind 
China’s Hu Kai, Changjie 
You and Yifan Zhang, who 
took gold with 1744-51x. 

Iran bagged the bronze 
medal with 1733-62x.

In the individual compe-
tition, Anmol Jain was the 
lone Indian to make the cut 
for the final round after fin-
ishing ninth with 580-17x. 
India’s Amit Sharma (588-
24x) topped the qualifying 
rounds, while Varun To-
mar (584-24x) was fourth, 
but both were shooting 
for Ranking Points Only 
(RPO). Aditya Malra was 
13th in qualifying with 579-
20x, while Olympian Sau-
rabh Chaudhary was 21st 
with 576-15x. Anmol fin-
ished sixth in the final with 
a score of 155.1. Hu Kai won 
gold, with Korea’s Suhyeon 
Hong and Iran’s Amir Jo-
harikhou completing the 
podium.

The Indian senior squad 
for the Asian competition 
comprises 35 members 
competing for medals in 15 
events.

Asian Shooting C’ship: India 
wins 2 gold, 3 silver 
agencies 
New Delhi 

ParaBadminton

A proud moment for India at the Peru #ParaBadminton International 2025 Level-2. Our 
shuttlers brought home 7 medals, showcasing grit & glory on the global stage.(X)

Girish Gupta wins 10m air pistol gold. (Agencies)

 Viswanathan Anand (FILE PHOTO)

India’s Ravichandran Ashwin and Shubman Gill celebrate the 
wicket. ANI

New Delhi:  Former Indian 
cricketer Robin Uthappa 
expressed concern over 
Shreyas Iyer’s omission 
from India’s Asia Cup 
squad, saying that not hav-
ing a player who played an 
integral role in India’s ICC 
Champions Trophy in the 
team “seems strange”.

Iyer’s omission from the 

squad after a bumper In-
dian Premier League (IPL) 
2025 season with Punjab 
Kings (PBKS) as captain 
has been one of the big-
gest talking points after 
the announcement of the 
Asia Cup squad was made 
by skipper Suryakumar Ya-
dav and chief selector Ajit 
Agarkar on Tuesday.

Uthappa on Iyer’s exclusion 

Iga Swiatek and Casper Ruud are through to the US Open 
mixed doubles semi-finals (Getty)

India storm Nepal 7-0 in SAFF U17 Women’s Championship opener (AGENCIES)
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